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Acquisitions 

Accenture Acquires SolutionsIQ, Adds Leading Agile Transformation Expertise and Services 

2 June 2017 

Accenture has acquired SolutionsIQ, a leading provider of Agile transformation services for business 

and technology, to fuel capabilities that help organizations drive change, improve customer experience 

and create greater business value through Agile methods. Terms of the acquisition were not disclosed. 

 

With one of the most experienced teams of Agile coaches in the industry, SolutionsIQ helps 

organizations apply Agile principles and practices to achieve substantial performance improvements 

including enhanced digital delivery effectiveness, reduced cycle times for software development and 

greater responsiveness to business needs. 

“This acquisition brings tremendous value to Accenture and our clients,” said Bhaskar Ghosh, group 

chief executive, Accenture Technology Services. “Today Agile is more than just a software 

development methodology. For the digital enterprise that is rotating to rapidly evolving digital 

technologies – or New IT – it’s becoming a way of life. SolutionsIQ coaches, who are among the most 

sought-after experts in the industry, will expand our ability to help clients reduce investment risk, 

accelerate time to market for new products and services, and support design that delivers better customer 

experiences.” 

PLM Late-Breaking News 
Editor: Sara Vos 

2 June 2017 
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“SolutionsIQ brings exceptional domain knowledge and experience in Agile transformation, drawing 

from the top-notch talent they have assembled from across North America and in other parts of the 

world,” said Annette Rippert, senior managing director, Accenture Technology. “Accenture was an early 

leader in Agile and we already have a global team of practitioners with expertise in managing complex, 

distributed Agile transformation and delivery. Together with SolutionsIQ, we will help our clients create 

and sustain innovative, value-focused solutions that are aligned with fast-changing user experiences.” 

  

“We couldn’t be more thrilled about joining forces with Accenture,” said John Rudd, chief executive 

officer, SolutionsIQ. “Agile is about fostering a culture of empowerment and collaboration that enables 

rapid delivery of innovation at the speed of business today. As part of Accenture, we will help clients 

navigate the complexities of Agile and unlock their creative power to develop new capabilities.”   

Click here to return to Contents 

Deloitte Acquires Market Gravity to Combine Forces, Boost Creative Consulting Services 

31 May 2017 

Deloitte today announces the acquisition of Market Gravity, the proposition design consultancy.* 

Founded in 2009 and headquartered in London with teams in New York, Edinburgh and Toronto, 

Market Gravity helps the world’s leading brands across multiple sectors including financial services, 

retail, energy, telecoms and automotive to create and launch innovative products and services. 

Market Gravity’s rapidly growing team which combines consultants, designers, marketers, insight 

specialists and entrepreneurs will become part of Deloitte’s consulting business. Its two founding 

partners, Gideon Hyde, and Peter Sayburn, will also become Deloitte partners and continue to lead the 

team operating under the Market Gravity brand. 

Market Gravity’s innovation and customer-led design skills, combined with Deloitte’s capacity for large 

scale digital transformation, will enable clients to reinvent their businesses for the future.** 

Rich Hurley, technology consulting partner at Deloitte, said: “Having already collaborated on a number 

of projects in the past, Deloitte and Market Gravity have a proven ability to work together. The team at 

Market Gravity have a unique combination of insight, commercial and design skills that give clients 

confidence to take a big idea and launch it to market – much quicker than previously possible. Their 

entrepreneurial spirit is evident in all their work, and something we know that all our clients will love.” 

Peter Sayburn, chief executive officer and founding partner at Market Gravity, said: “We are really 

excited to be joining forces with Deloitte. Excited about the growth opportunities it brings us as a 

business and the opportunities this creates for our clients around the world. Ultimately we’re extending 

our leadership in delivering big company innovation. Market Gravity’s impact, and the impact on our 

clients and their customers, will be bigger than ever before.” 

Richard Houston, UK and North West European managing partner for consulting at Deloitte, concludes: 

“Today’s acquisition is an exciting announcement for the continued growth of Deloitte’s consulting 

business. The Market Gravity team will help boost our creative consulting services and position us as a 

true market leader in helping clients create and launch innovative products and services. In an age of 

rapid technological change and disruption, together we can help clients innovate and succeed in the 

digital era.” 

*On 31 May 2017, Deloitte LLP acquired all of the shares of Market Gravity Limited and its 
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subsidiaries, namely Market Gravity Proposition Design Canada Limited, Market Gravity PTE Ltd and 

Market Gravity Hong Kong Limited. 

 

Market Gravity will continue to operate in the UK, US and Canada, as part of Deloitte’s globally 

connected network of member firms in those countries. 

 

**“Digital transformation” in this context refers to helping make fundamental changes to an 

organisation’s business, talent or commercial model(s), enabled by digital technology. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Company News 

Atos Switzerland Gets New CEO 

1 June 2017 

Atos Switzerland is getting a new CEO. Walter Kagi has stepped down after six years leading the Swiss 

operation and will hand it over to Eric Krapf.  Mr. Krapf joins Atos from Wipro, where he was country 

manager. Prior to that, Mr. Krapf worked as Head of Global Manufacturing at CSC and Head of 

Strategic Customers at Tata Consultancy Services.  

Krapf joins Atos from 01 June and will take over as CEO from 01 July. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Bamboo Rose Hires Key Execs from Microsoft, Li & Fung to Drive Revenue and Customer Success 

23 May 2017 

Bamboo Rose announced the hiring of Jon Baron, president, and Julie Chao, senior vice president of 

APAC, to execute the company’s aggressive growth plans. 

  

Baron has nearly 20 years of experience in sales, marketing and customer success, areas for which he 

will have global responsibility at Bamboo Rose. Baron replaces current President Brian Marsden, who 

will retire at the end of the year. Baron is a veteran of Microsoft, TagMan, and IgnitionOne where he 

held various C-level positions leading global digital marketing efforts. He helped drive these businesses 

from inception to over $1 billion in revenue. At TagMan, Baron created a new software category, one 

that Adobe, IBM, and Google replicated through acquisition or creating new business units. 

  

“Bamboo Rose understands and addresses the serious challenges that enterprise retailers face to stay 

relevant in a market that is constantly evolving at consumer speed. I’m honored to be spearheading 

Bamboo Rose’s efforts to help enterprise retailers and their suppliers thrive during tough times,” Baron 

commented. 

  

Also joining Bamboo Rose is Julie Chao, as the company’s senior vice president in Asia-Pacific. Chao is 

a Li & Fung veteran, where she worked closely with the world’s largest retailers and suppliers, leading 

one of the company’s ready-to-wear (RTW) divisions. While with Li & Fung, Chao transformed a small 

regional supporting team to a full-fledged direct sourcing organization and built the business to over 
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$100 million within five years. 

  

“I am excited to be joining a progressive company like Bamboo Rose as it transforms how retailers, 

wholesalers, and suppliers create, manage and bring products to market. The focus in APAC will be to 

ensure we serve our agent, wholesale and retail customers while helping the supplier community be 

relevant 24×7 to their retail customers. Bamboo Rose is uniquely positioned to enable our customers to 

achieve their strategic and financial goals, and I am energized to be leading our business in the Asia-

Pacific region.” 

  

Bamboo Rose CEO Sue Welch welcomed the new additions to the team, commenting, “It is a very 

exciting time in our company as we solidify our dominant position in providing the product platform 

that more than 150,000 people in 35,000 retail, supplier and trading partner companies use to discover, 

develop and deliver differentiated ideas and products to their customers. Jon and Julie’s backgrounds in 

high-growth SaaS and product development companies make them fantastic additions to our team as we 

continue our focus on growing delighted B2B digital communities across the globe.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Circular Economy: Partnership Deepens Between Groupe Renault and the Ellen MacArthur 

Foundation 

31 May 2017 

Groupe Renault and the Ellen MacArthur Foundation have deepened their ground-breaking partnership 

and embarked on a new series of commitments to the circular economy. Both partners believe in the 

benefits of transitioning from a linear economic model to a circular economy in order to preserve natural 

resources and ecosystems and secure the long-term future for companies like Renault. 

Jean-Philippe Hermine, Groupe Renault’s Vice President of Strategic Environmental Planning, said: 

“We are delighted to be renewing our partnership with the Ellen MacArthur Foundation. We have been 

working together for seven years and are now exploring how to embed circular economy in our 

international operations. Some of Renault’s future projects include studies into extending our European 

remanufacturing model into other regions of the world, such as India, Brazil, Morocco and China, as 

well as continuing its deployment over the lifecycle of electric vehicle batteries and new mobility 

solutions.” 

Dame Ellen MacArthur, Founder of the Ellen MacArthur Foundation said: “Renault was involved right 

from the beginning of the Foundation’s journey – when the circular economy was just emerging as a 

coherent framework. Since then, Renault has put a circular economy approach into practice, 

demonstrating the economic rationale through many examples. I am delighted that Renault will be 

continuing this journey with us.” 

A special partnership to promote the circular economy 

Renault first joined forces with Dame Ellen MacArthur in 2007 and their partnership has provided a 

framework for the company’s commitment to reducing its environmental footprint across every stage of 

the lifecycle by increasingly embracing the circular economy. The Ellen MacArthur Foundation was 

launched in 2010 with Renault as a founding partner. 

Renault experts engage regularly speak and meet with members of the Ellen MacArthur Foundation to 

seek out new technical solutions, processes and circular economic models, to liaise on strategic planning 
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and the Groupe’s rollout of the Competitive Circular Economy programme, as well as raising awareness 

among employees and shareholders. 

Renault is the first carmaker to incorporate the circular economy into manufacturing and shares with the 

Foundation its broad-based manufacturing and remanufacturing expertise and case studies to assist with 

promoting the circular economy among economic decision-makers. Renault contributes to the macro-

economic reports produced by the Ellen MacArthur Foundation containing economic research by 

consulting firm McKinsey & Company. These reports calculate the potential benefits of a transition to a 

circular economy and show how the model can adapt to the realities of a global economy. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Events News 

GoEngineer Presents Desktop Metal - Open House Event, Santa Clara, CA 

31 May 2017 

Be the first to see the Studio System from Desktop Metal - office-friendly, affordable Metal 3D Printing 

- using bound metal deposition and designed for engineers. Also, see the only end-to-end 3D solution for 

metal printing. 

Mon, June 19, 2017 

10:30 AM – 2:30 PM PDT 

GoEngineer – Santa Clara, CA 

Click here to return to Contents 

Product News 

Four New Tools Added to IdeateApps Collection; Existing Four Tools Enhanced 

1 June 2017 

Ideate Software announced today that it launched its spring 2017 updates for IdeateApps, which include 

the new 2018 version of four new tools and the four existing tools, as well as enhanced features of the 

2017 and 2016 versions. These solutions are designed to work with Autodesk® Revit® 2016, 2017, and 

2018. 

IdeateApps is a collection of tools that simplifies the activities that daily Revit users perform most often. 

“Every function of our IdeateApps tools meets specific needs of Revit users,” said Ideate Software’s 

Director of Software Development, Glynnis Patterson. “Our first four tools addressed the challenges that 

our Support team heard about most often, and our new tools and enhancements are based on information 

in the Autodesk Ideas Forum as well as customer feedback.” 

Below are highlights of the new tools and enhancements. An overview video of all tools is available on 

the website. 

o Ideate SpellCheck improves the quality control processes by checking the spelling of Text and 

Schedule elements within a Revit project file. (2017 and 2018 only) 

o Three new Sheet management tools streamline workflows to save time and increase model 

accuracy: 

http://ideatesoftware.com/
http://ideatesoftware.com/
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 Ideate SheetManager is a powerful new Revit project browser that addresses several 

challenges. It includes a powerful search engine for filtering the Sheet and View lists and 

supports placing or relocating Views onto Sheets 

 Ideate Align helps ensure that a View on one Sheet is aligned with a View on another or 

many other Sheets. 

 Ideate Clone lets you copy a Sheet and its properties and place unplaced Views onto new 

Sheets that align with the previous Views. 

Significant enhancements to Ideate Software’s existing tools include: 

 Ideate ReNumber, which simplifies the process of renumbering elements, now includes 

uniqueness support for Grids and Viewports. 

 Ideate XRay, which identifies the reasons an element isn’t visible in a certain view, now includes 

Advanced Selection Help to make it easier to select a hidden view. 

“The rapid evolution of building information modeling creates an exciting time for our architects, 

engineers, and designers,” said Ideate Software’s President, Bob Palioca. “They thrive on identifying 

challenges that BIM managers and Revit users face and developing tools to address those challenges. 

These new products and enhancements are a testament to their knowledge, skills, and enthusiasm as well 

as Ideate Software’s commitment to the architecture, engineering, construction, and owner community.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Maplesoft and ETAS Announce New Battery Cell Simulator Package for Testing and Calibration of 

Battery Management Systems 

31 May 2017 

ETAS Inc. and Maplesoft™ today announced the release of a Hardware-in-the-Loop (HIL) Battery Cell 

Simulator package which satisfies the highest demands for the test and calibration of Battery 

Management Systems. The solution is based on Maplesoft’s efficient, high-fidelity MapleSim battery 

model and ETAS’ high-precision Battery Cell Simulator (BCS) BCS-LABCAR. 

Suppliers of Battery Management Systems (BMS) face a number of challenges with regard to test, 

validation, and calibration. Development cycles are continuously shortened and budgets for real 

prototypes are limited. High-fidelity battery models are computationally expensive and hence hard to 

run in real-time; the process of parameterization is time-consuming and typically requires deep know-

how of the battery cells. Besides these challenges, the test system hardware often doesn’t have the 

necessary signal accuracy, current range for balancing, or cell emulation dynamics to exactly replicate 

the results from the high-fidelity battery model. The combination of ETAS hardware 

and Maplesoft plant model provides a solution to address these challenges. 

The ETAS Battery Cell Simulator (BCS-LABCAR) is a Hardware-in-the-Loop system which 

specifically targets the signal-level test, validation, and calibration of battery management systems 

(BMSs). The BCS-LABCAR is a high-precision Battery Cell Simulator that emulates the behavior of 

individual battery cells and packs across a wide range of challenging operating conditions, e.g. cell 

balancing over-charging, deep discharging, or pulse operation. The system is highly modular and thus 

scalable to emulate battery packs from a single cell all the way up to 200 cells. The system furthermore 

contains a real-time simulation target (ETAS LABCAR-RTPC) which enables the easy integration of 

third-party battery models – such as the MapleSim Battery model – and their execution in real-time. 

The BCS-LABCAR controller provides active compensation for any temperature variations and controls 

http://www.maplesoft.com/maplesim?P=TC-7247


CIMdata PLM Late-Breaking News 

 Page 7 

the precise voltage at the electrical connection point of the BMS with an accuracy of +/- 500 µV over a 

range of 0.01..8.01 V per cell. This guarantees the same precision over the entire temperature range – a 

pre-condition for realistic and reproducible tests. 

The MapleSim battery model can be generated from an extensive range of cell configurations and 

chemistries using the MapleSim Battery Library. Developed using a unique, rigorous discretization 

approach, the library components model the electro-chemical reactions in the cell to capture many 

details not available in other battery models that are typically based on an equivalent circuit approach. 

All the major chemistries (based on Li-Ion and NiMH variants) are provided, and can be readily 

calibrated from test data, using the included Parameter Estimation tool, for added accuracy. Dynamic 

effects including charge recovery, voltage profile and state of charge, are captured at the highest-

possible fidelity while providing execution performance necessary for real-time applications. For 

thermal studies, the model also computes lost energy during charge/discharge cycles that can be 

incorporated into the rest of the system. 

Once configured in MapleSim, the cell/stack/battery model can be exported as optimized code and 

readily integrated into the real-time platform for HIL testing. In this case, the code was deployed using 

the latest Functional Mockup Interface (FMI) standard, now supported by the ETAS LABCAR-RTPC 

platform. 

“Our over-arching objective for the MapleSim Battery Library is to deliver the necessary dynamic 

fidelity for our customers, while achieving real-time performance,” says Paul Goossens, VP Engineering 

Solutions at Maplesoft. “This meant developing the models at an appropriate level of abstraction 

between simple equivalent-circuit models and computationally expensive CFD-based models that have 

no hope of running in real-time. Our models are based on decades of research, employing leading-edge 

techniques, and utilizing our powerful symbolic solving technologies to achieve the right balance of 

fidelity and performance, required for the work we are doing with ETAS.” 

“It is our goal to continuously increase the development efficiency of our customers, therefore we strive 

to provide them with state-of-the-art solutions,” says Dr. Tobias Kreuzinger, Senior Manager at ETAS 

Inc. “The combination of the high precision BCS LABCAR environment with extremely fast and high-

fidelity MapleSim battery models takes testing and calibration of battery management systems to a 

whole new and unprecedented level.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

MSC Software Releases Apex 7 for CAE: Grizzly Structural Analysis for Massive Assemblies 

30 May 2017 

MSC Software Corporation today announced the seventh release of MSC Apex, the company's award 

winning next generation Computer Aided Engineering (CAE) platform. 

Structures such as large cranes, ship hulls, or shipyard ramps are typically massive assemblies often 

including 1000s of parts welded together and present unique challenges to finite element modeling, 

model validation, and simulation. Due to the sheer number of parts, users need weeks to months to build 

finite element models (if at all possible), and often struggle to run simulation for more than a few design 

iterations. As a result, engineers often rely on more approximate methods to evaluate these large 

fabricated structures. 

With its latest release, Grizzly, MSC Apex delivers a unique solution to expedite modeling and 

validation tasks in an integrated and generative workflow for rapidly iterating on the design to validate 

stiffness, strength, and stability of large assemblies. "With MSC Apex Grizzly we have seen our Beta 

http://www.maplesoft.com/products/toolboxes/battery/?P=TC-7247
http://www.mscsoftware.com/
http://www.mscapex.com/
http://www.designnews.com/document.asp?cid=nl.dn14.20150212&itc=dn_analysis_element&dfpPParams=ind_186%2Cindustry_consumer%2Cindustry_machinery%2Ckw_motors%2Ckw_27%2Caid_276568&dfpLayout=article&doc_id=276568&image_number=8
http://www.designnews.com/document.asp?cid=nl.dn14.20150212&itc=dn_analysis_element&dfpPParams=ind_186%2Cindustry_consumer%2Cindustry_machinery%2Ckw_motors%2Ckw_27%2Caid_276568&dfpLayout=article&doc_id=276568&image_number=8
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testers build and validate designs of 1000s of parts in a day", said Hugues Jeancolas, MSC Apex Sr. 

Product Manager. Apex Grizzly will be available in June 2017. 

Modeling productivity - The release introduces new geometry clean-up and de-featuring tool to 

eliminate manual rework and allow the user to automate model preparation tasks. A new implementation 

of glue and tie connections speeds-up assembly creation from hours to minutes, and allows users to 

create large assemblies of parts using mesh dependent connections while preserving the product 

structure. 

Complete structural analysis - The release expends on the application structural analysis capabilities 

with support for multi-events buckling analysis allowing the user to manage multiple load cases. Grizzly 

also features new dynamics capabilities with integrated Fast Fourier Transform allowing users to enter 

time dependent dynamic data. Finally, results processing has been enhanced with section and connection 

forces processing to support load path analysis. 

Integrated and Generative - Beyond modeling productivity and structural analysis completeness, with 

Grizzly, MSC Apex continues to build on its integrated and generative framework with brand new 

analysis readiness remedy tools and user experience for scenario set-up, model validation, and 

simulation execution which facilitated incremental validation, and rapidly iterating on design 

alternatives. 

MSC Apex Grizzly also features a Macro record/replay capability to help users develop python scripts 

to automate geometry modeling, meshing and scenario set-up tasks. 

Click here to return to Contents 

New Version of Blueprint ‘Storyteller’ Agile Planning Solution Drives Business-IT Alignment and 

Supports Digital Transformation 

1 June 2017 

Blueprint Software today announced the latest release of Storyteller, its planning solution for large-scale 

agile transformation. Blueprint’s Storyteller features new capabilities that enable enterprises in highly 

regulated industries – such as banking, finance, healthcare and pharma – to automate upfront planning 

activities, align business goals with IT, and support digital transformation. 

As regulated enterprises seek to increase speed and drive innovation, they also must comply with 

complex regulations; modernize legacy applications; and scale Agile and DevOps best practices. These 

factors constrain development and impose risk. The latest version of Storyteller introduces greater 

automation before code commit, and enhances enterprise collaboration across a broad range of users, of 

any skill, throughout an organization. The new capabilities include:  

 Baselines: Manages and measures the progress of products and projects. Users can automatically 

create permanent, formal records of system states. 

 Walkthrough: Visually represents an application’s user experience, through process modeling 

and mock-ups. This enhances collaboration between business and IT and provides a common 

understanding of what is being built. 

“We work closely with our customers to gain insights into the top challenges they face along their 

journey to transformation,” says Ruth Zive, vice president of marketing at Blueprint. “By providing a 

visual and increasingly automated way to drive the success of IT projects, Storyteller helps to fill a gap 

by not only ensuring business-IT alignment, but priming the pump for Agile and DevOps best 

practices.” 



CIMdata PLM Late-Breaking News 

 Page 9 

Click here to return to Contents 

Phoenix Integration Releases ModelCenter® Version 12 

1 June 2017 

Phoenix Integration announces the release of ModelCenter 12.0. 

Key features of this release include:  

 Dramatically improved robustness and enhanced ability to run bigger models and longer trade 

studies. 

 All-new plotting and visualization infrastructure, with most plot types completely rewritten to 

become more intuitive, more professional looking, and more configurable. 

“This release brings significant improvements to ModelCenter’s performance, robustness and usability. 

64 Bit functionality will ensure our customers achieve real productivity and robustness improvements 

with their long running workflows. The new visualization infrastructure means enhanced design 

exploration. This release is the next step in our mission to ensure that ModelCenter provides customers 

with true productivity enhancements” said Dr. Scott Ragon, Director, Technical Business Development 

of Phoenix Integration. 

Join Dr. J. Simmons for a live webinar on June 08, 2017, at 10:00 am EDT where he will demonstrate 

ModelCenter 12. This webinar will use a real-life large workflow to illustrate the improved ease of use 

and appearance of ModelCenter's all-new plotting infrastructure as well as the improved robustness and 

performance from its new 64 bit architecture. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Planview Reinvents the Enterprise Architecture Experience with the Next Generation of Troux 

31 May 2017 

Planview® announces Troux® 14 featuring a new, redesigned portfolio-centric user experience, a result 

of bringing together enterprise architecture (EA) domain expertise, proven UX design, and commitment 

to joint development with leading customers. In addition, Troux 14 introduces new strategic planning 

capabilities that allow enterprise architects to drive top-down strategy across the organization's 

investment, capability, application, project, product, and technology portfolios. 

A broad, complex set of portfolios need to be optimized and integrated to rationalize applications and 

technologies, as well as execute digital transformation initiatives. Troux 14 now complements traditional 

EA disciplines with a portfolio-centric information architecture and user experience. The new Troux 

combines streamlined ribbon navigation, powerful visualizations, interactive grids, and a new reporting 

platform. This approach brings scale and business context to decision making, allowing enterprise 

architects to reach beyond the core team to engage stakeholders across the organization.  

Extending the Planview work and resource management solution for EA, Troux 14 provides a new 

strategic planner user type that empowers enterprise architects to lead and accelerate digital 

transformation by defining roadmaps, developing and comparing investment scenarios, and measuring 

progress. Users benefit from the top-down approach of Planview Enterprise® to connect strategies and 

investments with capabilities and the technology landscape in Troux. 

As part of the Planview Inner Circle program, more than 40 customers provided feedback and direction 

throughout the entire Troux 14 development process, from UI prototype, use-case validation to 

http://www.planview.com/products/troux/?utm_medium=pr
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visualizations. 

"Unifying the Troux user experience is major step in the right direction," said Mike Ritz, member of the 

Planview Inner Circle and director of IT business management with Meijer, a regional supercenter 

chain, ranked as one of Forbes' largest private companies. "The combination of information, plus reports 

into one view, will reduce the amount of time spent searching for the right information and help us make 

decisions faster." 

"Troux 14 represents a significant milestone in delivering innovation to our customers and 

demonstrating our commitment to the enterprise architecture market," said Patrick Tickle, Planview 

chief product officer. "This release advances our broader vision for a work and resource management 

solution that accelerates strategic execution by bringing together the EA, strategic planning, and PMO 

disciplines." 

Click here to return to Contents 

PTC to Expand Vuforia Platform with Remote Presence Capability 

31 May 2017 

PTC today announced from Augmented World Expo that the Vuforia® platform, the most widely used 

software platform for augmented reality (AR) application development, will expand to include a new 

remote presence capability for developers, consumers, and businesses. 

Vuforia Project Chalk will bring a new dimension of interactivity to a video call, in which one person 

can digitally annotate another's physical environment. The result is one person can provide guidance to 

another from a remote location with similar effectiveness as being in the same physical space. 

Project Chalk will enable people of all ages to complete unfamiliar or challenging tasks with guidance 

from friends, family, colleagues, and professionals. For example, busy parents can assist children with 

homework or projects at home, do-it-your-selfers can get assistance from each other or a local 

handyman, and families with aging members can provide guidance to overcome everyday challenging 

tasks. 

Additionally, Project Chalk will enable a wide range of mobile workers - from service technicians to 

sales personnel - to troubleshoot and solve problems with increased ease, speed, and accuracy. 

"We see Project Chalk as a fundamentally disruptive form of remote communication that will be well 

received across multiple sectors and for multiple use cases," said Eric Abbruzzese, principal 

analyst, ABI Research. "We envision this capability being used beyond the enterprise on everyday 

devices across platforms." 

Project Chalk uses proven computer vision technologies in the Vuforia platform to deliver a 

breakthrough experience across a wide range of phones, tablets, and digital eyewear. Developers will be 

able to incorporate Project Chalk capabilities in existing Vuforia-powered applications for iOS, Android, 

and Windows using Vuforia SDKs. Additionally, Project Chalk will be made available as a standalone 

application via app stores. The application will support a freemium model with plans for both personal 

and business use. 

"Vuforia Project Chalk will deliver a new mode of communication with the potential to improve our 

personal and professional lives," said Jay Wright, president, Vuforia. "While we understand its use for 

helping others, Project Chalk will also enable a new generation of AR applications for people to create 

digital content to be shared on the physical world." 

Click here to return to Contents 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.augmentedworldexpo.com%2F&esheet=51567459&newsitemid=20170531006051&lan=en-US&anchor=Augmented+World+Expo&index=2&md5=833824428e1934399b443fe1530071e4
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vuforia.com&esheet=51567459&newsitemid=20170531006051&lan=en-US&anchor=Vuforia&index=3&md5=332e58c7d1a02375e9c85b038f1d33bf
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PTC Introduces New ThingWorx Studio Augmented Reality Free Trial Program 

1 June 2017 

PTC today launched a new ThingWorx Studio augmented reality (AR) free trial program for the 

Industrial Internet of Things (IoT). The program enables companies to leverage the ThingWorx® Studio 

AR authoring and publishing tool to rapidly prototype and develop AR experiences that can bring new 

value to their businesses. The free trial program gives companies access to the newest features 

of ThingWorx Studio and enables them to begin creating their first AR experiences in just minutes. 

Companies interested in joining the ThingWorx Studio free trial program can sign up on the free trial 

program page. 

PTC launched a new ThingWorx Studio augmented reality (AR) free trial program for the Industrial 

Internet of Things (IoT). The program enables companies to leverage the ThingWorx® Studio AR 

authoring and publishing tool to rapidly prototype and develop AR experiences that can bring new value 

to their businesses. (Photo: Business Wire) 

Companies entering the ThingWorx Studio free trial program will have access to one of the fastest and 

simplest ways to author and publish AR experiences for the Industrial IoT. The free trial program 

features the newest capabilities of ThingWorx Studio, and enables companies to go from signing up to 

creating their first AR experiences in just minutes. The ThingWorx Studio free trial program is expected 

to draw in companies that are focused on using AR for five primary use cases: visualizing IoT data in 

augmented reality dashboards, augmenting step-by-step service instructions, training tutorials, sales and 

marketing, and design reviews. These use cases demonstrate the broad applicability of augmented reality 

in the industrial and enterprise spaces, particularly when it is combined with IoT. 

"Augmented reality has incredible potential for the Industrial IoT, but creating AR experiences needs to 

be fast and simple," said Mike Campbell, executive vice president, ThingWorx Platform, PTC. "We 

designed ThingWorx Studio to take the complexity out of AR. By joining the ThingWorx Studio free 

trial program, companies have access to one of the most powerful AR development tools available, and 

users can begin creating AR experiences in mere minutes." 

The new free trial program follows the success of the initial ThingWorx Studio pilot program, which ran 

from July 2016 through April 2017. Over 1,500 companies used the ThingWorx Studio augmented 

reality authoring and publishing tool to create, prototype, and pilot new AR experiences for the 

Industrial IoT space, including Oracle, Solar Turbines, OSIsoft, Fujitsu Network Communication, and 

EPAM. In total, the new industrial and enterprise-focused AR experiences generated by participating 

companies were viewed more than 100,000 times. This was the first AR pilot program of this scale for 

the Industrial IoT that demonstrated the simplicity and speed of AR authoring and publishing. 

Participation in the pilot program enabled companies, like Oracle, to demonstrate the innovative value 

that AR can bring to their existing customer experience solutions. 

"The ThingWorx Studio pilot program from PTC allowed us to explore how our existing CX products 

can infuse AR technology to deliver a more robust customer experience across Oracle Service Cloud, 

Oracle IoT Cloud, and Oracle Commerce Cloud," said Shon Wedde, Oracle's senior director of CX 

product management. "We're excited to highlight how companies can integrate AR to augment self-

service, assisted service, and field service experiences during our innovation session at the Call Center 

Week event in Las Vegas, June 24-30, 2017." 
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Platform, Viewpoint Enterprise Cloud 

1 June 2017 

Viewpoint launched the next evolution of its hosted services with Viewpoint Enterprise Cloud (VEC) at 

the 2017 ENR Future Tech conference. 

Unique in the world of construction cloud solutions, VEC is built on a high performance, scalable cloud 

technology that integrates the industry’s most comprehensive solution suite for the Office, Team and 

Field. Viewpoint’s vision, building on over 40 years of experience in the technology and construction 

industries, is to accelerate construction industry productivity by propelling the industry further into the 

digital age. This groundbreaking step in that direction means customers can easily simplify their IT 

strategy, while ensuring users get the flexibility and mobility needed to increase efficiency across all 

workflows. 

“It’s widely acknowledged that intelligent technology can make the critical difference in increasing 

profitability and managing risk in the construction industry. With Viewpoint Enterprise Cloud, our 

customers get all the benefits of an integrated construction platform without the hassle of having to host 

their software solutions, freeing them up to focus on what matters most to their business: managing risk, 

controlling cost and delivering exceptional projects,” says senior vice president of product management, 

Matt Harris. 

VEC provides Viewpoint customers with an integrated solution suite that serves their needs across all 

areas of the business.  

 Viewpoint OFFICE solutions for data-intensive jobs like accounting and payroll. 

 Viewpoint TEAM solutions offer collaborative project management capabilities for functions 

like submittals and RFI’s. 

 Viewpoint FIELD solutions provide the ability to collect data such as field observations, time 

and productivity. 

Unlike solutions that rely solely on browser-based cloud technology, VEC’s construction platform 

ensures users have access to a single source of data, while maintaining the ability to work in the user 

interface most appropriate for the job at hand. 

“It was important to us to make sure that customers didn’t lose any of the flexibility they need in their 

solutions, while at the same time simplifying how they manage their IT. VEC offers higher performance 

than on-premises solutions. We manage software updates and data back-ups, so users have access to the 

most up-to-date technology and data in an always on mobile ready platform,” says product manager, 

Eric Vasbinder. 
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