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CIMdata News 

CIMdata Adds Oracle to Cloud PLM Research 

9 March 2017 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic management consulting and research firm, announces 

that Oracle, a leading provider of product lifecycle management (PLM) solutions has joined CIMdata’s 

a multi-sponsor collaborative research program on the use of cloud-based solutions to PLM strategies 

and processes in industrial companies.  

The research program focuses on the collaborative Product Definition management (cPDm) segment of 

PLM, defined by CIMdata as the category of data and process management solutions at the core of most 

industrial PLM implementations. In 2015, CIMdata estimated the cPDm segment at over US$5.4 billion, 

up more than 9.1% over 2014, in constant currencies. At present, a small portion of this estimate is 

cloud-based, but the segment is poised to grow significantly in the next few years. This research 

program will help CIMdata and the broader PLM economy understand this market evolution. 

Oracle joins a roster of other leading PLM solution providers sponsoring this research: Autodesk, 

Dassault Systèmes, PTC, and Siemens PLM Software. The extended research program team is 

collaborating to help identify the crucial issues facing potential cloud adopters and lessons learned from 

companies that have made this change. “We are pleased to have Oracle join our cloud-based PLM 

research program,” stated CIMdata’s VP of Research, Stan Przybylinski. “They are one of our ‘PLM 

Mindshare Leaders’ in our global PLM market research that, as a corporation, has made a strategic 

commitment to the cloud that extends to their PLM offerings. This commitment was especially apparent 

through my conversations with Oracle PLM customers, service providers, and executive leadership 

during Oracle's Modern Supply Chain Experience conference earlier this year.” 

The research program includes several elements, including an initial Webinar highlighting the key 

issues. The Webinar will also introduce a global survey to learn more about industrial organization cloud 

adoption processes and status. Interviews with thought leaders from Sponsors and their lead customers 

will be published on the CIMdata.com blog and actively promoted on social channels by all participants 

to encourage broader discussion on the topic and to promote survey participation. In addition to 

materials developed with the Sponsors, CIMdata will also publish the results more broadly for use by 

members of the PLM economy. 

According to Mr. Przybylinski, “Cloud-based solutions are a fact of life in many other enterprise 

software domains, but adoption in the PLM market has been spotty. Helping to better understand why is 

one of the main goals for this research. This will also be the first step in documenting how industrial 

companies are moving their core product and process development work to cloud-based solutions.” 

Those interested in learning more can get involved by signing up for a complimentary Webinar, “The 

State of PLM on the Cloud.” The Webinar will take place on March 16, 2017 at 11:00 a.m. (EST) and 

will last for one hour. During the Webinar, CIMdata will frame the problem, talk about the state of PLM 

offerings on the cloud, and discuss the drivers for and the impediments to cloud-based PLM 

implementation.  

To find out more visit the CIMdata website at http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/educational-

webinars/webinar-the-state-of-plm-on-the-cloud. To register for the Webinar visit 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/5242515802309468161. 

http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/educational-webinars/webinar-the-state-of-plm-on-the-cloud
http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/educational-webinars/webinar-the-state-of-plm-on-the-cloud
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About CIMdata 

CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize 

an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered 

world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods on PLM solutions. These solutions 

incorporate both business processes and a wide-ranging set of PLM-enabling technologies. 

CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and providers of technologies and services seeking 

competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, 

provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The 

company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences 

worldwide. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia 

Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website at www.CIMdata.com, follow us on 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews, or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann 

Arbor, MI 48108, USA, Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV 

Weert, The Netherlands, Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

Click here to return to Contents 

CIMdata to Host Free Webinar on How to apply IoT, Industry 4.0, and Predictive Analytics in the 

Manufacturing Domain 

10 March 2017 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic management consulting and research firm, announces 

an upcoming free educational webinar, “How to apply IoT, Industry 4.0, and Predictive Analytics in the 

Manufacturing Domain.” The webinar will take place on Thursday, April 13, 2017 at 11:00 a.m. (EDT) 

and will last for one hour.  

Computer-Aided Manufacturing (CAM) has been used in many industry sectors over the past several 

decades. However, current practices do not leverage all the opportunities available to improve the 

creation of information and decision-making. This technology is on the cusp of change with the 

advancement of interconnected devices and industry standards. Those who enable IoT and Industry 4.0 

processes will expand their digital product definition to better manage and service the products they 

bring to market. By improving the digital definition of a product using Product Lifecycle Management 

(PLM) enabling technologies, industrial customers can enable greater factory efficiency and automation. 

This webinar will concentrate on new and emerging (disruptive) technologies including Internet of 

Things (IoT) and Industry 4.0 practices, as well as applying Predictive Analytics.  

According to the webinar host, CIMdata’s Director for Manufacturing Systems Engineering, Michael 

Fry, “IoT, Industry 4.0 processes, including predictive analytics and asset lifecycle maintenance, are 

beginning to play a major part in conventional manufacturing. The ability to sensor and monitor all 

aspects of the manufacturing process is creating a flood of data. It is our job to make this data available 

and relevant to clients when they are making decisions that impact the bottom line. PLM technologies, 

together with enterprise applications, are the solution.” 

Mr. Fry has over 39 years of PLM and manufacturing industry experience. Mr. Fry has broad industry 

experience servicing clients from aerospace & defense, shipbuilding, automotive, and electronics 

industries. Prior to his consulting career, Mr. Fry was an aerospace design engineer with Beech Aircraft 

and Martin Marietta. Later, while at several leading PLM solution providers, he worked with global 

http://www.cimdata.com/
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manufacturing companies in the automotive, aerospace & defense, building products, fabrication, 

industrial equipment, and marine industries. More recently he was involved in the predictive analytics 

discipline working on projects implementing the Internet of Things (IoT) and Industry 4.0 practices to 

provide data collection for cognitive computing and decision-making. This work was applied to machine 

tool operations, drone imaging and video capture, as well as jet engine failure prediction. 

This webinar will help attendees understand where IoT, Industry 4.0, and Predictive Analytics fit within 

an enterprise application and how it can be supported by PLM. Attendees will also learn why IoT is the 

catalyst for manufacturing transformation. 

The webinar will be useful to manufacturing planners and managers, PLM team leaders, PLM team 

members, PLM users, manufacturing engineers, field service personnel, product managers, IT 

leadership, solution and service providers, industrial companies seeking to make CAM investments, 

industry and financial analysts, and anyone who wants to learn more about PLM, IoT, Industry 4.0, asset 

management, and predictive analytics. 

During the webinar attendees will have the opportunity to ask questions about the topics discussed. To 

find out more, visit: http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/educational-webinars/webinar-how-to-apply-

iot-industry-4-0-predictive-analytics-in-the-manufacturing-domain. To register for this webinar please 

visit: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4260942186588261379. 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize 

an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered 

world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods on PLM solutions. These solutions 

incorporate both business processes and a wide-ranging set of PLM-enabling technologies. 

CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and providers of technologies and services seeking 

competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, 

provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The 

company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences 

worldwide. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia- 

Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website at www.CIMdata.com, follow us on 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews, or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann 

Arbor, MI 48108, USA, Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV 

Weert, The Netherlands, Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

Click here to return to Contents 

CIMdata Publishes “A Proposed Framework to Simplify Enterprise Network Management" 

9 March 2017 

Why Microsoft with LinkedIn Has the Right Elements to Deliver It 

CIMdata Position Paper 

Key takeaways: 

 Given the rapidly changing technology and business landscape, Enterprises should reevaluate 

their innovation and network management practices with new lenses. Especially it is critical that 

http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/educational-webinars/webinar-how-to-apply-iot-industry-4-0-predictive-analytics-in-the-manufacturing-domain
http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/educational-webinars/webinar-how-to-apply-iot-industry-4-0-predictive-analytics-in-the-manufacturing-domain
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4260942186588261379
http://www.cimdata.com/
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enterprises address the functional “data silo” problem which leads to inefficiencies in 

development of new products and services, and reduces their scale advantage. 

 CIMdata’s proposed digital framework described here links People, Organizations, Projects, 

and Applications/Tools through visible profiles. This framework aligns better with how a 

business deploys resources to achieve its innovation goals. 

 Enterprises have significant opportunities to improve trust and engagement of their key stake 

holders by adopting CIMdata’s proposed digital framework within a more open culture. 

 With the recent acquisition of LinkedIn, Microsoft now has a “proven” approach to implement 

the network management framework that is proposed by CIMdata. 

There is no more debate. In today’s accelerated and connected economy, turning an idea into product 

innovations that customers need requires integrative thinking and multi-disciplinary collaboration, often 

including industrial design, science and engineering, process engineering, and hardware and software 

engineering. Given the diversity of expertise and knowledge that must be integrated to create new 

innovative products and to introduce them successfully to the correct markets, collaborative innovation 

is a must—no one can do it alone. Enterprises must leverage collective intelligence in their ecosystems 

to continue to fuel their growth through innovation and new product development.  

Collaboration is a basic human endeavor. We need to connect, communicate, and collaborate to meet 

our basic emotional and physical needs. To do so, we quickly adopt to those technologies and tools that 

make our connectivity, communication, and collaboration with others easier. Wide-spread adoption of 

mobile devices and social media platforms such as Facebook and LinkedIn in our personal lives is a 

testament to this fact. Yet, despite technology advancements, enterprises continue to suffer from 

inefficiencies in collaboration and network management. Often collaboration breaks down due to 

difficulties associated with managing relationships in geographically distributed teams, processes and 

tools that create data silos, and differences in cultural norms and personal practices. Intranets are full of 

stale knowledge capture spaces, be it MS SharePoint sites or Wikis, that were once part of “hot” 

knowledge management initiatives.  

As more business decisions need to be made in real time based on data that is constantly streaming from 

all corners of the world—from consumers, partners, employees, and smart connected products and 

manufacturing systems—it is critical that enterprises overcome inefficiencies that prevent them to 

unlock value from their innovation networks. In today’s digital age there is significant customer value 

creation opportunity for enterprise software providers who can help organizations streamline and 

simplify collaboration. In this paper, we propose a high-level enterprise innovation network 

management architecture that supports this objective, as well as explain why CIMdata believes, with the 

acquisition of LinkedIn, Microsoft now has all the right elements to support the implementation of this 

framework for their enterprise customers. 

 

Functional Processes and Practices Create Data Silos  

While multi-functional team collaboration has become the norm for new product development, 

enterprises still depend on functions to develop and manage processes that are critical to achieving 

innovation. These fragmented processes and associated data silos can cause significant inefficiencies in 

the overall innovation and product development process, and network management. Here are a few 

examples:  
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 Externally submitted ideas are kept in a database by the organization that manages the external 

innovation portal. 

 R&D manages collaboration with academic institutions and external labs, and often resulting 

learnings and insights remain in reports that are locked away in personal computers. With 

frequent personnel changes, which typically happen in large organizations, these learnings and 

insights may not be transferred and realized as innovations. 

 Human resources sequesters employee skills and experience related information. As a result, 

people do not fully understand each other’s backgrounds and talents. 

 Purchasing manages supplier relationships and associated data that results in innovative ideas 

from suppliers that do not find their way to the right decision makers to be included in 

innovation planning. 

 The legal department manages legal agreements and keeps them locked. People may not know 

that similar agreements exist with the same external partner. 

Typically, there is no digital mechanism that links data across these functional silos for a given context. 

Given this reality, it is difficult for an enterprise to maintain a holistic corporate memory about what has 

been done or is being done. Even the simplest questions, such as “Has this idea or solution been shared 

with us before? What has been decided, and why? Have we worked with this company before? What 

was done with them? What was our experience like?” are hard to answer. People are the connectivity 

enablers and they are therefore consumed by a never-ending flood of emails and meetings. In today’s 

fast moving digital world this is unacceptable.  

 

Wasn’t Social Media Software the “Answer?” 

About a decade ago, when Web 2.0 social collaboration tools emerged and were packaged as Enterprise 

2.0 for business, hopes were high. The argument was that by adopting these tools businesses would 

resolve their connectivity, communication and collaboration issues, streamline their processes, eliminate 

unnecessary meetings, easily capture and reuse knowledge and identify experts, find better ideas, and 

make better decisions. Indeed, some benefits were gained, but these often fell short of expectations. 

Lack of adoption, which is well characterized in a recent academic study,1 is often cited as a reason. The 

question is: “while the users are adopting social media in their personal lives, why are they having 

difficulty using these tools in their work environment?” 

Enterprises often implement two types of social media software: general purpose and special purpose. 

General purpose software solutions are primarily implemented to support better communications and 

information sharing across teams, communities, and networks. Example solution providers in this 

category are Microsoft, IBM, Jive, Salesforce, Atlassian, and Google. Special purpose products are, on 

the other hand, aimed to improve a business activity such as ideation, innovation management, and 

product design collaboration. Many of these solutions have social features, e.g., discussion threads, 

likes, and comments, like the general-purpose solutions, but in addition they provide features that 

support their target activity, for example, analytics for idea evaluation and advancement. Special 

purpose social solutions cover a wide range of activities across the product development lifecycle, and 

                                                 
1
 Enterprise collaboration systems: an analysis and classification of adoption challenges. Available online at 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1877050916323079 
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covering them here with examples is beyond the purpose of this article. In regards to innovation and idea 

management, Brightidea, e-Zassi, Hype, Imaginatik, Planview, Sopheon, and Spigit are example 

solution providers. Leading PLM solution providers such as Siemens PLM Software, Dassault 

Systèmes, Aras, Arena Solutions, Oracle, and PTC provide secure social technology that can be used to 

enable visual design collaboration and allow design partners, suppliers, and external manufacturers to 

participate in online collaborative discussions.  

When implemented with a strategic intent, enterprises gain benefits from social media software. 

However, these solutions do not address the fundamental problem of organizational and data silos. In 

fact, they often create their own silos.  

 

CIMdata’s Proposed Enterprise Network Management Architecture 

Enterprise digital system architectures of today are a reflection of business management philosophies of 

the 20th century. A large organization is divided into functions that have responsibility for development 

and maintenance of expertise in their business area. Functions are often divided into departments to 

manage different aspect of the function’s work. Each of these functions and organizations design their 

own processes and tools. The project teams are multi-functionally formed to deliver new innovation and 

product development. Their work is organized by program and project management functions. The net 

effect is individuals in large organizations wear multiple hats, and must deal with multiple fragmented 

processes and data sources in their daily work lives. They waste significant amounts of time searching 

for information and providing information to others.  

We think that there is another way to architect the system for simpler and more efficient enterprise 

network management to maximize value from collective intelligence for innovation and product 

development. And, this architecture should not require designing new processes or moving data.  

Enterprises deploy two key resources to achieve their innovation and new product development 

objectives: people and money (budget). Peoples’ activities are the source of new knowledge and 

information that together define and realize new innovation. A budget enables peoples’ new learning 

activities. Programs and projects are the vehicles for deployment of people and budget to do the work. 

People belong to organizations (i.e., to functions, departments, teams, communities, and/or networks), 

be they internal or external. And people use digital tools and applications to accomplish and 

communicate their work. Therefore, each of these elements—people, organizations, projects, and apps—

should have visibility in a digital innovation system and be connected as shown in Figure 1. This is the 

essence of CIMdata’s proposed Enterprise Network Management Architecture.  
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Figure 1—CIMdata’s Proposed Enterprise Network Management Architecture 

In which Profiles collect data automatically from various disjointed systems 

Digital visibility of people, organizations, and projects can be achieved by creating profiles for each of 

these elements. Preferably, profiles are populated automatically with people’s on-going activities, 

eliminating the need for manual entry. Some data could come from systems managed by functions such 

as HR and Legal. This will allow for data integrity. However, data exchange and interoperability 

between the systems should be enabled across an enterprise’s business platform that enables its end-to-

end processes and data connectivity. A smart search and recommendation engine should help users find 

information and connections when they needed them, as well as discover them at the right time. 

 

Can Microsoft with LinkedIn be the Answer?  

Microsoft Office products (e.g., Outlook, Word, Excel, PowerPoint, SharePoint) are widely adopted by 

enterprise users to accomplish their daily jobs. With hopes to accelerate adoption of their enterprise 

solutions, many other solution providers offer interoperability of their innovation management and 

product development software solutions with Microsoft Office. However, in many cases interoperability 

means users can input from or record outputs to Microsoft products. Otherwise, activities and therefore 

data, mostly remain in their own applications silos. 

In an online article2 published in October 2016, LinkedIn revealed how it uses machine learning 

techniques to build and manage a dynamic knowledge graph using the large amounts of user-generated 

content from their 400 million plus members, as well as data from the Web. The LinkedIn’s knowledge 

graph composed of entities such as members, jobs, titles, skills, companies, geographical locations, 

schools, publications, etc., is shown in Figure 2. Imagine LinkedIn’s approach being operationalized 

within an enterprise with the following examples: 

 Employee LinkedIn profiles show people’s roles for projects linked to the knowledge artifacts 

they created for these projects, for example, models, reports, presentations, etc.  

                                                 
2
 https://engineering.linkedin.com/blog/2016/10/building-the-linkedin-knowledge-graph 

https://engineering.linkedin.com/blog/2016/10/building-the-linkedin-knowledge-graph
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 Organizational profiles connect with their member profiles, as well as profiles of other 

organizations with which they are collaborating (or have collaborated). 

 Project profiles are linked with profiles of the people who are working on the project, and their 

knowledge artifacts for the project. 

Easy to adjust security rules allow people to make some parts of their profiles public, and restrict other 

areas that need to be protected. People continue to enrich their profiles with their ongoing work, and are 

able to exchange information with others in their daily workflow using social feeds. When they move to 

new projects or change roles they update their profiles. This automatically updates their connections and 

realigns the context of their work. Now imagine how this compares with today’s connectivity depicted 

in Microsoft’s graph in Figure 2—documents, emails, messages, contacts, calendar items, etc., are 

linked, but the context is missing (see the blog referenced above for a more detailed discussion on this 

topic).  

 

Figure 2—Depiction of the Microsoft Graph and LinkedIn Graph today  

(Ref: Building the LinkedIn Knowledge Graph Blog) 

With the recent acquisition of LinkedIn, Microsoft now has the ability to help their enterprise customers 

to greatly simplify their Enterprise Network Management with benefits that LinkedIn users enjoy today. 

In other words, Microsoft has the right of way to create a 21st Century network management framework 

that is proposed by CIMdata. Let’s hope that they pursue this sooner rather than later.  

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, an independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize an 

enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM). CIMdata provides world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-

practice methods on PLM. CIMdata also offers research, subscription services, publications, and 

education through international conferences. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website 

at http://www.CIMdata.com or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108, 

USA. Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV Weert, The 

Netherlands. Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

Click here to return to Contents 

http://www.cimdata.com/
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Semantic Web Technology Could Help Feed Your Pet on Time 

6 March 2017 

“No Treat for You: Pets Miss Meals after Auto-Feeding App PetNet Glitches” is the title of an article 

about an IoT connected pet-feeder, SmartFeeder by PetNet (www.petnet.io), that left some pets hungry 

due to a 10-hour server outage. The level of engineering complexity in the SmartFeeder is nowhere near 

what can be expected in systems-of-systems such as connected intelligent factories or transportation 

systems where it would be much easier to miss failure modes due to low engineering intuition in the face 

of the growing complexity of functional architectures, functional loops, multiple disciplines, and high 

software content. As a result, the complex systems-of-systems of tomorrow are much more likely to 

trigger product recalls and launch delays than the products of today. A robust and systematic way of 

mitigating the risks posed by low engineering intuition must be developed to make the connected 

intelligent products dependable. 

 

In a recent CIMdata webinar, Why Connected Intelligent Products Need Semantic Web Technology, the 

potential for Semantic Web Technology to help avoid product failures was considered as a way of 

alleviating the problem of low engineering intuition caused by growing product complexity. Semantic 

Web Technology is seen as a possible way of capturing product failure knowledge by converting the 

implicit subject matter expert understanding into machine-readable knowledge, which can be reused 

through query and inference. 

 

Read in full at http://www.cimdata.com/en/resources/cimdata-blog/item/7757-semantic-web-

technology-could-help-feed-your-pet-on-time-and-much-more 

Click here to return to Contents 

Acquisitions 

Cognizant Acquires Brilliant Service, a Japan-Based Intelligent Products and Solutions Company 

1 March 2017 

Cognizant today announced the acquisition of Brilliant Service Co. Ltd., an intelligent products and 

solutions company headquartered in Osaka, Japan, specializing in digital strategy, product design and 

engineering, the Internet of Things (IoT), and enterprise mobility. 

Founded in 2004, Brilliant Service helps organizations build connected businesses by leveraging 

innovative smart device solutions. The company provides end-to-end Android/iOS applications, 

embedded software, user experience design and online-to-offline services to major corporations 

in Japan, who are seeking to create engaging customer experiences. Its client roster includes many 

of Japan's top telecommunications, manufacturing, and consumer goods companies. 

As part of the acquisition, a team of 70 professionals with extensive digital solutions experience and 

insights in the Japanese market will join Cognizant. The terms of the transaction were not disclosed. 

"Products in every industry are becoming 'smart' with sensors, analytics, and new content. Intelligent 

products and solutions are key to building real-time businesses that can quickly respond to evolving 

customer and technology demands," said Jayajyoti Sengupta, Asia Pacific Head at Cognizant. "Brilliant 

Service's extensive experience in planning, implementing and managing smart and connected device 

solutions, together with their strong understanding of the regulatory requirements for the Japanese 

https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2016/jul/27/petnet-auto-feeder-glitch-google
http://www.petnet.io/
http://www.cimdata.com/en/resources/cimdata-blog/item/7757-semantic-web-technology-could-help-feed-your-pet-on-time-and-much-more
http://www.cimdata.com/en/resources/cimdata-blog/item/7757-semantic-web-technology-could-help-feed-your-pet-on-time-and-much-more
http://www.cognizant.com/
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market, will complement our digital service offerings in Japan. This acquisition underscores our 

commitment to the Japanese market and expands our presence across Osaka and Tokyo." 

"By becoming a part of Cognizant, we can expand our capabilities to deliver integrated solutions to our 

customers and pursue growth opportunities," said Yoshihiko Sugimoto, CEO at Brilliant Service. "With 

our shared commitment to helping customers build more agile and innovative businesses, we look 

forward to delivering the benefits of an expanded pool of specialized skills, global experience, best-of-

breed digital solutions, and industry-acclaimed best practices to our current and future customers." 

Click here to return to Contents 

Datavail Announces Acquisition of AdvancedEPM Consulting 

6 March 2017 

Datavail, a leading provider of managed services for database management, analytics, and application 

life cycle management, today announced the acquisition of AdvancedEPM Consulting, an Oracle 

Platinum Partner focused on Oracle Enterprise Performance Management (EPM) solutions. 

The acquisition of AdvancedEPM is part of Datavail’s growth strategy to build on Datavail’s core 

capabilities in data and application operation and integration. AdvancedEPM’s expertise in Oracle 

application cloud implementation and customization will be combined with Datavail’s expertise to 

create an end-to-end application life cycle offering to support the Oracle EPM solution stack. 

As a Platinum-level member of the Oracle® PartnerNetwork and an Oracle Accelerate solution 

provider, AdvancedEPM has extensive, hands-on application expertise, deep functional knowledge, and 

integrated technical skills across Oracle’s Enterprise Performance Management product suite. Founded 

in 2007, AdvancedEPM has core competencies in the Oracle Hyperion Planning, Oracle Essbase, Oracle 

Hyperion Financial Management, Oracle Data Relationship Management products with application and 

industry specializations in Accelerate for Midsize Companies, Financial Services, High Technology, 

Natural Resources, Industrial Manufacturing, Chemicals, Wholesale Distribution, Consumer Goods, 

Oracle Planning Budgeting Cloud Services (PBCS), and Enterprise Performance Reporting Cloud 

Service (EPRCS). 

AdvancedEPM recently launched the Oracle-Hyperion EPM Toolbox 3.0, which is a collection of tools 

that simplify the administration tasks associated with managing and supporting EPM solutions. The 

toolbox is designed to help system administrators be more efficient and productive by providing pre-

built utilities and scripts. 

“AdvancedEPM is one of the leaders in helping companies leverage Oracle’s cloud-based planning and 

budgeting solutions, and has some of the most experienced consultants in the Oracle Hyperion space,” 

said Scott Frock, COO of Datavail. “We are excited to add them to the ever-growing Datavail team as 

part of our Oracle services expansion.” 

Datavail manages the data services for hundreds of clients, both on premise and in the cloud, and works 

with those clients on comprehensive, end-to-end managed operations, and support. 

Todd Rebner, Founder & CEO of AdvancedEPM, will remain with the organization to head Datavail’s 

EPM Practice. “I am excited to be able to combine the strength of AdvancedEPM consultants with 

Datavail’s support platform to fill a gap in the market for full-service Enterprise Performance 

Management services,” said Rebner. “The nimbleness of AdvancedEPM in helping customers quickly 

and efficiently implement EPM solutions will be strengthened by Datavail’s mature managed service 
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capability.” 

This acquisition is the third by Datavail in the past year. It acquired Art of BI, an Oracle Business 

Intelligence (BI) consultancy, in July 2016; and Navantis, a Canadian-based Microsoft consultancy, in 

January 2017. The acquisitions were enabled by Datavail’s new $47 million capital funding round in 

December 2015 designed to enable future growth initiatives, including expansion into markets adjacent 

to the database and enterprise data management services market.  

Click here to return to Contents 

HPE to Acquire Nimble Storage for $1.09B 

7 March 2017 

Hewlett Packard Enterprise (HPE) today announced it has entered into a definitive agreement to acquire 

Nimble Storage, the San Jose, Calif.-based provider of predictive all-flash and hybrid-flash storage 

solutions. HPE will pay $12.50 per share in cash, representing a net cash purchase price at closing of 

$1.0 billion. In addition to the purchase price, HPE will assume or pay out Nimble’s unvested equity 

awards, with a value of approximately $200 million at closing. 

Flash storage is a fast-growing market and an increasingly important element of today’s hybrid IT 

environment. The overall flash market was estimated to be approximately $15 billion in 2016 and is 

expected to be nearly $20 billion by 2020, with the all-flash segment growing at a nearly 17 percent 

compound annual growth rate.  

Nimble’s predictive flash offerings for the entry to midrange segments are complementary to HPE’s 

scalable midrange to high-end 3PAR solutions and affordable MSA products. This deal will enable HPE 

to deliver a full range of superior flash storage solutions for customers across every segment.  

In addition, HPE plans to incorporate Nimble’s InfoSight Predictive Analytics platform across its 

storage portfolio, which will enable a stronger, simplified support experience for HPE customers. For 

example, InfoSight automatically detects 90 percent of all issues within a customer’s infrastructure, and 

resolves over 85 percent of them.  This dramatically reduces the amount of time and effort a customer’s 

IT team spends on support activities.   

“Nimble Storage’s portfolio complements and strengthens our current 3PAR products in the high-

growth flash storage market and will help us deliver on our vision of making Hybrid IT simple for our 

customers,” said Meg Whitman, President and CEO, Hewlett Packard Enterprise. “And, this acquisition 

is exactly aligned with the strategy and capital allocation approach we’ve laid out. We remain focused 

on high-growth and higher-margin segments of the market.” 

  

Nimble Strengthens and Expands HPE’s Flash Storage Portfolio 

Nimble was founded in 2007 and has approximately 1,300 employees worldwide. The company 

delivered revenue of $402 million in its most recent fiscal year, up 25 percent year over year. Nimble’s 

strong application performance in its entry to midrange flash storage solutions is backed by an 

intelligent, predictive analytics engine that delivers a simplified customer experience. This unique 

analytics platform goes beyond storage to analyze performance issues across the full data path, from 

apps to the array, and resolves most issues before they occur. In addition, Nimble has recently 

introduced multicloud storage services that combine the best of on-premises and public cloud storage 
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capabilities for Hybrid IT deployments.    

Key customer benefits of the combined HPE and Nimble portfolio include:                   

 The ability to seamlessly move data and replicate across hybrid flash and all-flash storage to 

meet unpredictable IT demands 

 Integrated data protection with application aware snapshots, encryption, replication and 

integration with leading independent software vendors 

 Effortless management of storage volumes along with data compaction to reduce capacity costs 

 Predictive support automation to anticipate and prevent most problems and solve remaining 

issues in a matter of minutes 

 Quality of service controls and full stack analytics to ensure predictable performance in hybrid 

IT deployments 

 Increased dedicated sales specialist support 

 A future-proofed technology platform with a rich roadmap to support next-generation storage 

  

“Customers deploying hybrid IT not only need the performance of flash storage but are looking for 

predictive intelligence to optimize their infrastructure,” said Antonio Neri, Executive Vice President and 

General Manager of the Enterprise Group, Hewlett Packard Enterprise. “With Nimble Storage and 

3PAR, we can now deliver on those storage needs and provide more effective on-premises control and 

performance, at public cloud economics.” 

  

Deal Accelerates Nimble Financial Performance 

By bringing together complementary product portfolios and leveraging HPE’s expansive go-to-market 

capability, partner ecosystem, and leading server platform, HPE and Nimble will be able to significantly 

accelerate the financial performance of the combined business.  

“Over 10,000 enterprises are using Nimble Storage because our Predictive Cloud Platform is reliably 

fast, radically simple, and cloud ready,” said Suresh Vasudevan, CEO at Nimble Storage. “This 

acquisition validates our technology leadership in flash and in the use of cloud-based predictive 

analytics.  We’re confident that by combining Nimble Storage’s technology leadership with HPE’s 

global distribution strength, strong brand, and enterprise relationships, we’re creating expansion 

opportunities for the combined company.” 

  

Transaction Details 

The deal is expected to be accretive to HPE earnings in the first full fiscal year following the close. 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Company News 

Arena Solutions' CTO Wenxiang Ma Named To Supply & Demand Chain Executive's 2017 'Pros To 

Know' 

7 March 2017 

Arena Solutions today announced that Wenxiang Ma, Arena's vice president of engineering & chief 

technology officer, has been named a 2017 'Pros to Know' by Supply & Demand Chain 

Executive magazine. 

Now in its 16th year, Supply & Demand Chain Executive's Pros to Know Awards recognize supply 

chain executives, and manufacturing and non-manufacturing enterprises, that are leading initiatives to 

help prepare their companies' supply chains for the significant challenges of today's business climate. 

Ma was named a 2017 Provider Pros to Know which recognizes individuals from software firms and 

service providers, consultancies or academia who have helped their supply chain clients or the supply 

chain community at large prepare to meet these challenges. 

Ma has been developing manufacturing supply chain solutions for nearly 20 years. He leads Arena's 

engineering and security teams, and also defines Arena's technology and architectural roadmap. Ma 

oversees and is responsible for the development and delivery of Arena Solutions' cloud-based, 

outsourced manufacturing supply chain software that helps companies capture, control, collaborate and 

improve their product designs to ensure their global supply chains are making and delivering the right 

version of their product. He has created dozens of products that help manufacturers work with their 

supply chain, ranging from supplier build packages, collaboration, sourcing demand analysis, supplier 

quality and audits, business analytics and comprehensive quality closed-loop processes such as supplier 

non-conformance and corrective action/preventative action (CAPA). 

"Supply chain management is an absolutely critical component in today's fast-paced manufacturing 

market," said Ma. "Our goal is and always has been to provide our customers with cutting-edge 

technologies that solve supply chain issues and enable transparency and collaboration between 

engineers, suppliers and even suppliers' suppliers. We are very grateful to the editors of Supply & 

Demand Chain Executive for recognizing the impact our solutions have on supply chain management." 

Click here to return to Contents 

Independent Computer Consulting Group Adds Infor® Fashion PLM 

5 March 2017 

Independent Computer Consulting Group, Inc. (“ICCG”) is pleased to announce the addition of Infor’s 

best of breed solution – Fashion Product Lifecycle Management (PLM), to its solution portfolio for 

Fashion and Apparel customers. This along with Cloud Suite Fashion (Infor M3) and Infor Supply 

Chain Execution Suite completes the suite for the Textiles, Fashion and Apparel vertical. 

Infor Fashion PLM was created using the latest Infor technologies to help fashion brands, manufacturers 

and private brand retailers develop styles more quickly and efficiently and improve speed to market, 

which is one of the key competitive differentiators for Fashion Designers and Apparel Manufacturers 

and Distributors. 

ICCG Inc. is an Infor enterprise software-focused consulting firm with global presence and a track 
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record of over 2,000 business transformation projects, with execution across not only Infor M3 ERP 

system, but also Supply Chain Planning and Execution systems, Warehouse Management solutions, and 

now PLM solutions deployments. 

“Infor Fashion PLM solution suite is a best-in-class solution because it’s an end-to-end solution that 

connects every aspect of a product’s lifecycle,” said Bala Anantharama, Senior Vice President at ICCG. 

“By linking planning, design, development, and execution on a common platform, Infor Fashion PLM 

delivers a single set of accurate, real-time data that helps increase visibility and provides the foundation 

for closer collaboration and unified teamwork. This is very relevant and much needed especially in the 

Fashion and Apparels Industry where new product designs are launched every season and designers and 

suppliers collaborate and work together across the globe. Infor Fashion PLM solution facilitates that 

with ease and accuracy.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

SAP and Google Announce Strategic Partnership 

8 March 2017 

During the Google Cloud Next ’17 conference in San Francisco, Diane Greene, SVP Google Cloud, and 

Bernd Leukert, SAP Executive Board Member, announced a strategic co-innovation partnership 

between the two companies “to help global enterprises run their businesses on a highly secure public 

cloud with best in class flexibility, scalability, and speed.” 

To read Mr. Leukert’s announcement, please click here. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Siemens Partners with ASME to Empower the Next Generation of Digital Engineering Talent 

8 March 2017 

In its ongoing effort to prepare engineering students for jobs in the digital enterprises of the future, 

Siemens’ product lifecycle management (PLM) software business is partnering with The American 

Society of Mechanical Engineers® (ASME®) as a platinum sponsor of the ASME E-Fests™ taking 

place around the globe. E-Fests (Engineering Festivals) are a series of three-day, two-night events that 

enable engineering students to expand their knowledge, test and showcase new skills and become 

immersed in innovation. Focused on digital product design, advanced manufacturing and robotics 

technology, E-Fests was developed to inspire and prepare the next generation of engineers and 

technology professionals. Siemens is an exclusive sponsor of the Innovative Additive Manufacturing 3D 

Challenge (IAM3D) – one of the E-fest Competitions – and is providing its Solid Edge® software for 

computer-aided design (CAD) to students at no cost for use within all ASME competitions. 

“ASME is excited that an organization of such high stature and prestige in the engineering community 

as Siemens is sponsoring E-Fests,” said K. Keith Roe, the president of ASME. “Siemens’ association 

with E-Fests promotes the objective of the program to engage students and early-career engineers with 

leading industry players.” 

Siemens brings best practice curriculum and training to students through STEM events such as ASME 

E-Fests. Competitions give students real-world applications and hands-on use of industry software, 

preparing them for a successful career in the manufacturing industry. Students will have free access to 

http://news.sap.com/flexibility-scalability-speed-sap-google-strategic-partnership/
https://efests.asme.org/
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Solid Edge, an intuitive product development software solution for accelerating all aspects of product 

creation, including 3D design, simulation, visualization, manufacturing, and design management. Using 

real-world tools helps bridge the skills gap in the manufacturing industry and prepare a workforce with 

the skills needed for the fourth industrial revolution, or Industry 4.0. 

Both students and the manufacturing industry can benefit from Siemens’ leadership in improving 

engineering and manufacturing education. Siemens is sponsoring the IAM3D competition, where 

students will use additive manufacturing to create new products or re-engineer existing products in order 

to minimize energy consumption and/or improve energy efficiency. During the E-Fest events, 

participants will be introduced to a platform developed by Local Motors – an innovative co-creation 

company – where teams can collaborate on designs, and prepare their virtual prototypes. Winners will 

go on to compete at ASME's 2017 International Design and Engineering Technical Conference. The 

impressive skills and real-world experience these competitions provide helps position participants to 

jump start their careers, and industry can benefit from stronger pipeline of talent. 

“Strong industry collaboration is critical to prepare the next generation of engineers and manufacturers 

for digitalization,” said Dora Smith, global director, Academic Partner Program, Siemens PLM 

Software. “Our partnership with ASME E-Fests is just one way we are connecting the manufacturing 

industry with academia to help train highly qualified future engineers.” 

The E-Fest events kicked off in India at the LNM Institute of Information Technology on March 3-5, 

with two additional events at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas on March 17-19, and Tennessee Tech 

University on April 21-23. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Snuvik Technologies Achieves Oracle PartnerNetwork Cloud Standard Designation 

6 March 2017 

Snuvik Technologies today announced it has achieved the Cloud Standard designation within the OPN 

Cloud program. 

The OPN Cloud program enables members to showcase their expertise, skills and investment in Oracle 

Cloud, as well as differentiate themselves with Oracle’s integrated cloud applications and platform 

services. 

“To be recognized as one of Oracle’s leading Cloud Standard partners is a tremendous achievement and 

testament to Snuviks’ commitment, which helps clients achieve their desired business outcomes in an 

accelerated manner with less risk,” said Mainak Mitra, Global Delivery Head, Snuvik Technologies. 

To achieve the Oracle Cloud Standard designation, Snuvik Technologies has not only demonstrated its 

skills and expertise in Oracle Cloud Applications but also developed vertical applications for availability 

within the Oracle Cloud Marketplace. 

With this development, Snuvik plans to increase its cloud expertise and leverage business opportunities 

around Oracle Cloud. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Visual 2000 Software Rebrands as Visual Next 

6 March 2017 

https://www.asme.org/events/competitions/iam3d-challenge
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Global End2End fashion software provider, Visual 2000 International Inc, has announced a complete 

rebranding effort. Visual 2000 has adopted the new company name: Visual Next. 

As Visual Next begins its 20th year as a company, the new brand identity marks an important shift in its 

evolution to providing innovative and sustainable technology solutions for the fashion industry. 

Throughout the year, Visual Next will be launching revamped versions their suite of best-of-breed AFA 

business solutions, including Visual PLM, ERP, Sales Force Automation, Ecommerce, Warehouse 

Management, Business Intelligence, and more. 

VP of R&D, Charles Benoualid, expresses, “Just as Visual 2000 was named to represent our vision for 

the New Millennium, Visual Next is in line with our promise to always build towards the future. We 

pride ourselves in being at the forefront of fashion technology and market shifts so that our customers 

are always prepared for what’s next.” 

Visual Next has adopted the new slogan “The Future Looks Good” to illustrate the company ethos of 

always being ahead of technological evolution and changes within the market. Changes have been made 

to the firm’s logos to reflect its new brand image. The company’s new website 

is www.visualnext.com and reveals the new vision, mission and products for the future of Visual Next. 

Visual Next will celebrate its launch at the Next is Now fashion technology conference taking place on 

March 29th and 30th in Montreal, Quebec.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Events News 

CollabNet to Demo DevOps Lifecycle Management Solution at DevOpsDays Baltimore 

6 March 2017 

CollabNet is a sponsor of DevOpsDays Baltimore, March 7-8. At the event, CollabNet experts will 

showcase the company's recently released DevOps Lifecycle Manager (DLM) platform. 

Building on its industry leadership for connecting teams, tools and processes, CollabNet DLM advances 

enterprise DevOps initiatives by providing continuous visibility and feedback throughout the DevOps 

tool chain. The platform also saves cost, effort and time by giving organizations insight and intelligence 

for better decision making and earlier issue detection. 

"DevOpsDays are great localized gathering hubs for premier DevOps thinkers – practitioners, managers 

and service providers alike," said Thomas Hooker, Vice President of Marketing at CollabNet. "We're 

looking forward to discussing the latest industry advancements and how we can continue to create better 

software, better user experiences and, as a result, better businesses together." 

CollabNet DLM gives users a holistic view of the entire software development lifecycle together with 

key performance indicator (KPI) reporting, so early detection can avert problems. It brings together 

disparate development processes, tools and teams along with IT operations and management, so 

everyone can collaborate and create better business outcomes. 

Click here to return to Contents 

http://www.visualnext.com/
http://www.visualnext.com/
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Implementation Investments 

Bestseller A/S and Centric Software Partner on New PLM Project 

7 March 2017 

Bestseller A/S, an international fashion group based in Denmark, has selected Centric Software to 

provide its PLM solution. Centric Software is the leading product lifecycle management (PLM) solution 

for fashion, retail, footwear, luxury, outdoor and consumer goods companies. 

Bestseller has more than 20 brands in its range, including Jack & Jones, ONLY, Vila, Selected, Vero 

Moda and children’s brand, Name It. With 2,700 branded chain stores, clothing in 15,000 multi-brand 

stores across Europe, the Middle East, North America, Latin America, Australia and India, and an 

independent Bestseller company designing collections for 8,000 stores across China, Bestseller is a truly 

global enterprise. 

Bestseller has ambitious plans for the next few years, aiming to double sales revenue by 2021. In order 

to support this growth, the company needed to replace its homegrown business applications with a PLM 

system that could handle the company’s complexity and scale. 

“Our previous applications were stalling the automation and process alignment we needed to grow,” 

explains Pernille Geneser, CIO at Bestseller. “We recognized that we needed to streamline our processes 

better across our brands in order to achieve this growth. A PLM system will assist us with planning, 

building collections and leveraging design and development work across the brands. We also wanted to 

take much better control of the speed of product development and vendor collaboration.” 

After a selection process and with positive recommendations from their ERP vendor and the 

independent Chinese company, Bestseller Fashion Group China, Bestseller decided that Centric 

Software’s PLM solution would be a good fit for their needs. 

“We put Centric’s PLM system through an intensive evaluation process, including a very thorough 

piloting of certain areas of the system that are business-critical for Bestseller,” says Kim Guldager, 

Senior Program Manager at Bestseller. “We were very impressed with the flexibility and abilities of 

Centric PLM and also built up a great relationship between our team and Centric’s team. The 

implementation is already underway, and we look forward to evaluating the early stages of 

implementation in spring 2017. Over the course of the next months, we plan to roll out Centric to all of 

our brands.” 

Bestseller decided to purchase the entire Centric PLM suite including mobile apps. Centric PLM will be 

used by design and development teams in Denmark, as well as production, quality and purchasing teams 

spread out over Denmark and multiple production sites in Europe and Asia. 

“We are very pleased that Bestseller has chosen Centric to partner with for the future,” says Chris 

Groves, President and CEO of Centric Software. “Bestseller is very proud of its products and family-

owned heritage. They have a unique organizational culture for such a large, international company and 

share a common vision. We are proud to be chosen by them to share in their vision.” 

Bestseller is Centric Software’s largest European customer, with 900 internal users across 20 brands and 

plans to open the system to 700 external users in the supply chain. Bestseller’s signature is a significant 

milestone for Centric’s Nordic team, who have signed seven customers in Scandinavian regions since 

they set up in Sweden in late 2015. 
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Damen Shipyards Group Selects Dassault Systèmes’ 3DEXPERIENCE Platform to Digitally 

Transform its Shipbuilding 

9 March 2017 

Dassault Systèmes today announced that Damen Shipyards Group, an international shipbuilding group, 

has selected the 3DEXPERIENCE platform and its marine and offshore industry solution experiences to 

digitally transform its operations.  

The “Designed for Sea,” “Winning Bid for Sea,” “Optimized Production for Sea,” and “On Time to 

Sea” industry solution experiences integrate sales, marketing, design, engineering, manufacturing and 

services.  Damen Shipyards Group, with 32 shipyards and 9,000 employees, can improve collaboration, 

optimize its existing products, processes and services, and accelerate the delivery of innovative and 

configurable products. 

Marine and offshore industry trends toward sophistication and globalization are requiring competitive 

shipbuilders to profitably react to market demands for customized vessels and new business models.  As 

the complexity of its shipbuilding portfolio increases to satisfy industry trends, Damen Shipyards is 

digitally transforming its operations to unify collaboration across its engineering offices, shipbuilding 

sites and suppliers, efficiently manage its portfolio and respond to customer needs with agility. 

Dassault Systèmes’ 3DEXPERIENCE platform provides Damen Shipyards with a single digital 

environment that connects requirements, regulations and project planning with full traceability.  Teams 

can capture and reuse existing data across all business units, handle design changes with high reactivity, 

plan manufacturing early in the design process, and collaborate with suppliers to deliver ships on time 

and on cost.  Damen Shipyards can more efficiently manage programs and product portfolios to support 

after-sales services and the launch of new products. 

“Following a thorough analysis of marketplace solutions, we selected Dassault Systèmes’ 

3DEXPERIENCE platform to execute our digital strategy and add value to our business,” said Aart 

Rupert, CIO, Damen Shipyards.  “Dassault Systèmes’ portfolio of M&O improves and supports 

collaboration and operational performance across Damen, to better serve Damen’s customers 

worldwide.” 

“Competitive shipbuilders must explore new ways to leverage the advanced technologies that are 

defining a new era in shipbuilding and gain an edge in the industry,” said Alain Houard, Vice President, 

Marine & Offshore Industry, Dassault Systèmes.  “The 3DEXPERIENCE platform and our industry 

solution experiences transform shipbuilding practices to support strategic objectives.  The digital 

management of complex projects, collaboration across multisite ecosystems, efficient production 

planning, and virtually exploring alternative design scenarios all impact the delivery of high-quality 

vessels that meet – or better yet – exceed their customers’ expectations.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

OVS Adopts Lectra Fashion PLM  

7 March 2017 

Lectra is pleased to announce that OVS, an Italian fashion retail group for menswear, womenswear and 

childrenswear, has chosen Lectra Fashion PLM to restructure their entire product development process.  

https://www.3ds.com/
http://www.damen.com/
https://www.3ds.com/industries/marine-offshore/designed-for-sea/
https://www.3ds.com/industries/marine-offshore/winning-bid-for-sea
https://www.3ds.com/industries/marine-offshore/optimized-production-for-sea/
https://www.3ds.com/industries/marine-offshore/on-time-to-sea/
https://www.3ds.com/industries/marine-offshore/on-time-to-sea/
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Founded in 1972, OVS has a vertically-integrated retail business model which relies on a strong design 

sensibility and a unique sourcing strategy based on the key geographical locations of its external 

suppliers. Today, OVS has a proven track record of success with more than 900 stores around the world.  

OVS will implement Lectra Fashion PLM in their entire design-to-sourcing process. The user-friendly 

solution will integrate all data and processes that the entire product and collection lifecycle entails into 

one streamlined and cohesive data management system. This collaborative platform will simultaneously 

serve to connect all teams together from different geographic locations. Team members will hence be 

able to share and work from one single version of the truth and communicate in real time. As a result of 

vastly improved teamwork, errors and overlapping tasks will be avoided, improving speed to market.  

“OVS’ history and climb to success show that it is an ambitious and forward-looking company. Given 

OVS’ sense of direction for the future and its worldwide success, we are excited to embark on this PLM 

journey with them,” concludes Céline Choussy Bedouet, Chief Marketing and Communications Officer, 

Lectra. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Veronica Beard Taps Simparel Software to Scale with Rapid Omnichannel Growth 

6 March 2017 

Simparel, Inc. announces that American women’s sportswear brand Veronica Beard is replacing its 

current ERP system with the Simparel® Enterprise software solution at its Manhattan (New York City) 

headquarters. The fast-growing wholesaler, e-tailer, and retailer expects the new end-to-end fashion 

business solution to increase the speed and visibility of its sales, production, accounting, logistics and 

other end-to-end business processes and enable the business to more efficiently scale with its double-

digit growth. 

“After more than doubling our business in each of the past 3 years, we recognized that our business 

system was not nimble and powerful enough to meet our current and future omnichannel needs,” 

explained Campbell Peters, Veronica Beard VP, Production. “With Simparel, we found a solution that is 

not only easy to configure and customize to our changing needs; it is extremely flexible and easy to use. 

This flexibility also extends to the integration that is needed with our e-commerce, 3PL logistics, and 

other systems. Simparel is both a system and a technology partner that we know can stay ahead of our 

aggressive expansion plan.” 

Veronica Beard expects to go-live on the Simparel Enterprise solution in April. When fully 

implemented, the company will leverage the natively integrated ERP, PLM, SCM, WMS, EDI and other 

software components across its entire operation. 

“We are honored with the opportunity to partner with Veronica Beard to help support their outstanding 

growth,” noted Simparel Senior Vice President John Robinson. “They serve as an example to the many 

fashion companies that are searching for solutions to the demands of today’s omnichannel business 

environment. We applaud their vision to equip their teams with the most modern and flexible technology 

and their ability to turn these challenges into realized opportunities.” 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Product News 

Altair HyperWorks 2017® Released; Comprehensive Simulation Platform for Innovation 

7 March 2017 

Altair offers new best-in-class technologies to design and optimize high-performance, efficient, and 

innovative products with its release of HyperWorks 2017®. This latest release sees several 

functionalities added in areas such as model-based development, electromagnetism, nonlinear structural 

analysis, modeling and meshing, multiphysics and multi-disciplinary analysis, lightweight design and 

optimization. New products and enhancement highlights include:  

 Model-based Development Suite: solidThinking Activate®, Compose® and 

Embed® capabilities encompassing concept studies, control design, system performance 

optimization and controller implementation and testing are now part of the platform. 

 Electromagnetics Analysis and Design: Flux™ for EM simulation of static and low frequency 

applications, and WinProp™ for propagation modeling and radio network planning are added as 

perfect complements to FEKO, focused on high frequency EM simulations related to antenna 

design, placement, radiation hazard and bio electromagnetics. 

 Material Modeling and Manufacturing: Multiscale Designer is a tool for development and 

simulation of accurate models for heterogeneous material systems including laminated 

composites, honeycomb cores, reinforced concrete, soil, bones, and various others. 

Manufacturing offerings now include solidThinking “Click2” products for extrusion, casting and 

metal forming process simulation. 

 Usability and Efficient Model Management: HyperMesh® now offers a complete, robust 

solution for assembly and model variants management, expanding the part library and 

configuration management capabilities. Important new features for crash and safety users have 

also been implemented. A brand new desktop tool called ConnectMe™ has been developed to 

efficiently manage, launch and update all the products within the HyperWorks suite. 

“HyperWorks 2017 adds key enhancements to the modeling and assembly capabilities of the software,” 

said James P. Dagg, Chief Technical Officer, User Experience at Altair. “Users can now communicate 

directly with their enterprise PLM system, storing libraries of parts and configurations of their models. 

Tasks like setting up a model with multiple configurations for different disciplines can now be done in 

minutes.”  

 Multiphysics Analysis and Performance: Major speed and scalability improvements have been 

implemented for all the Altair solvers. In particular, structural analysis capabilities for 

OptiStruct® have been further elevated to support the most complex nonlinear contact and 

material models. For fluid simulation (CFD), new turbulence and transition models have been 

implemented in AcuSolve to capture laminar to turbulent flow regime change. 

In terms of computational performance, FEKO, OptiStruct, and RADIOSS leverage the most modern 

computer architectures and latest parallelization technology to generate solutions faster and make them 

more scalable on compute clusters. 

“With the HyperWorks 2017 release we followed our vision to continue focusing on simulation-driven 

innovation. We are now able to simulate more physics with improved HPC performance,” said Uwe 

Schramm, Chief Technical Officer, Solvers and Optimization at Altair. “In particular, with the addition 

http://www.altair.com/
http://www.altairhyperworks.com/hw2017/?__hstc=142694250.5c1bd5dda04880d1c9a3899cd21ef946.1488918468869.1488918468869.1488921227537.2&__hssc=142694250.1.1488921227537&__hsfp=2550584062
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of Flux for low-frequency EM simulation, we’re offering a complete multiphysics portfolio all linked 

through optimization.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

BlueCielo Announces Immediate Availability of Meridian 2017 

7 March 2017 

BlueCielo today announced a new release of its flagship software BlueCielo Meridian 2017. With over 

300,000 users in 50 countries Meridian, is a world leader in empowering Plant Managers, Document 

Controllers, and other professionals involved in the maintenance and operations of plants in the 

Chemicals, Mining, Oil and Gas, Pharmaceutical, Utilities and other industries to be informed, 

compliant, and in control of their critical information throughout the asset lifecycle.   

"We are excited to offer Meridian 2017 with a host of great new capabilities.  Having worked closely 

with our users and partners through the development and testing of this release, we know that Meridian 

2017 provides advantages well aligned with their needs and objectives.  This edition is all 

about helping organizations simplify IT implementations, improving the user experience for all roles, 

significantly enhancing web-based workflows, and empowering trusted members of the supply chain 

with secure self-service accessto information - all to lower costs and improve operational 

efficiency," says Pat Jenakanandhini, Director of Product Management, BlueCielo. 

The new Meridian 2017 edition now streamlines centralized operational control for enterprise 

implementations. Organizations can reduce the number of servers and administrators needed by co-

locating servers in a centralized deployment, lowering their implementation and administration costs, 

and ensuring consistent enterprise-wide processes and standards. Local caching servers at sites provide 

fast access to information for users worldwide. 

Users can now perform concurrent engineering for BIM in managed workflows. Shared Workspaces 

enable users to share models, distribute design work in a controlled manner, and edit collaboratively in 

BIM. Meridian 2017 fully supports Revit models, including Revit Worksheet management with property 

validation, approval workflows, 2D sheet management, and auto publishing of PDFs. Users can now 

manage Revit models and the data and drawings from BIM with the same rigor as other critical 

documents, ensuring increased operational efficiency. 

New enhancements to the Power Web and Explorer clients provide fast predictable interaction from 

virtually anywhere. Project management and document control can now be performed via the browser 

interface, including managing user and security assignments, undeletes and purges, mass property edits, 

and more. By not requiring specialized hardware or software implementations for most users, 

organizations can easily expand project teams, reduce training time, and lower costs, while providing 

fast managed access to the most up-to-date information. 

Streaming PDF workflows in Meridian 2017 power consistent standardized publishing, review, and 

markup in the industry standard format for documents of record. No plug-ins or software installation are 

required for viewers, reviewers, or approvers, and no documents are downloaded. Users can now 

instantly view and annotate from anywhere, with a consistent experience across Meridian Enterprise, 

Meridian Explorer, and Meridian 360 Portal.   

The new Contractor Self Service capabilities securely empower the supply chain, proving contractors 

with the ability to find and access information without submitting requests, and without breaching 
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internal networks. Contractors and other trusted third parties can now directly search and retrieve 

documents without having to send requests - significantly improving their efficiency. This lowers the 

barriers to external collaboration, reduces the document control effort, and simplifies operations, while 

ensuring accountability with full audit capabilities.   

"Kinsmen Group is looking forward to rolling out Meridian 2017 for our customers. The new and 

enhanced web client and site cache capabilities will enable organizations to more effectively centralize 

their servers, helping to simplify IT administration and reduce associated costs. We are seeing more 

interest in managing BIM data recently, and the ability to incorporate that into managed workflows, 

including Revit worksets, will help ensure complete and consistent data is available to everyone who 

needs it. I'm also excited about the new Contractor Self Service capabilities in Meridian 360 Portal, 

which will facilitate improved document collaboration between owners and contractors in a private and 

secure portal. As participants in the Meridian 2017 beta program, we've seen it all in action already and 

are eager to roll it out!" said Brian Sallade, CEO, Kinsmen Group. 

Meridian 2017 is now available for download in the BlueCielo Self Service Center. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Kisters Releases 3DViewStation Desktop v2017.0 

23 February 2017 

The Kisters 3DViewStation is a high performance 3D viewer, 3D CAD analysis & Digital Mockup 

(DMU) tool with modern Office compliant UI. For integrations, use Desktop version as well as ActiveX 

version, which load native and neutral CAD-data extremly fast, and which supports virtual product 

structures and provide graphical navigation capabilities for the visual enterprise. There is also a HTML5 

WebViewer version available. 

File formats: 

New: SolidEdge ST9 

New: Solidworks 2017 

New: NX 11 

New: HiCAD 

With the current set of functions and features, the 3DViewStation is a tool for usage in sales, marketing, 

review processes, change management, work preparation, service applications, product configuration 

solutions and technical documentation on Windows desktop and tablet-PCs. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Kovair Announces Integrated DevOps Product 
7 March 2017 

Kovair Software, Inc., today announced its entry into the DevOps tools market with its single click 

solution designated as Kovair Integrated DevOps. “With more than 70 tools integrations in our portfolio 

with our Omnibus Integration Platform, this was the natural next step for us to take to satisfy the needs 

of the market. When there are still no single product solutions for DevOps, Kovair comes close to this 

objective with this new product introduction,” said Bipin Shah, CEO and Chairman of Kovair. 

https://www.bluecieloecm.com/login/customer-center-login/
https://www.kovair.com/
https://www.kovair.com/integrated-devops/
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Kovair Integrated DevOps will deliver a transformative impact for Enterprises. It enables the Enterprise 

to select the best of the breed tools and have a cohesive flow from continuous operation to continuous 

production deployment and monitoring. Kovair’s vision, while offering a standard off-the-shelf 

integrated DevOps product, is also to let the customer select best-of-the-breed tools and create a simple 

DevOps integrated flow as a single click solution with extensive collaboration. This will be empowered 

with business analytics for key metrics dashboards and reporting to manage status and execution 

summaries with drilldown details. 

Kovair DevOps supports different software development methodologies including Agile, and Kanban. 

“Kovair is already integrated with 70+ tools covering a wide spectrum of products for operation, 

planning, project management, development, testing, configuration, provisioning, deployment and 

production,” said Devendra Joshi, Sr. Director of Products and Solutions at Kovair. 

This product is available now. 

Click here to return to Contents 

MathWorks Announces Release 2017a of the MATLAB and Simulink Product Families 

9 March 2017 

MathWorks today introduced Release 2017a (R2017a) with a range of new capabilities 

in MATLAB and Simulink. R2017a includes a new product, Automated Driving System Toolbox, 

which helps design, simulate, and test ADAS and autonomous driving systems. R2017a also includes 

updates and bug fixes to 86 other products. 

MATLAB & Simulink Product Family updates; Signal Processing and Communications updates; Code 

Generation updates, and Verification and Validation updates are all included in the release.  

R2017a is available immediately worldwide.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Mentor Graphics Launches Unique Xpedition PCB Systems Vibration and Acceleration Simulation 

Solution 

6 March 2017 

Mentor Graphics Corporation today announced its new Xpedition® vibration and acceleration 

simulation product for printed circuit board (PCB) systems reliability and failure prediction. As the 

industry’s market share leader in PCB design software, the Mentor Graphics® Xpedition product 

augments mechanical analysis and physical testing by introducing virtual accelerated lifecycle testing 

much earlier in the design process. This is the industry’s first PCB-design-specific vibration and 

acceleration simulation solution targeting products where harsh environments can compromise product 

performance and reliability, including the military, aerospace, automotive and industrial markets. 

Traditional, physical HALT (highly accelerated lifecycle testing) is conducted just before volume 

manufacturing, and requires expert technicians, which can result in costly schedule delays. Bridging 

mechanical and electronic design disciplines, the Xpedition product provides vibration simulation 

significantly faster than any existing method. This results in increased test coverage and shortened 

design cycles to ensure product reliability and faster time to market. 

The Xpedition component modeling library is the most extensive in the industry, comprised of over 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mathworks.com&esheet=51521875&newsitemid=20170309005117&lan=en-US&anchor=MathWorks&index=1&md5=b729c179ae1941cc8697f19ae5ac9a2e
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mathworks.com%2Fproducts%2Fnew_products%2Flatest_features.html&esheet=51521875&newsitemid=20170309005117&lan=en-US&anchor=Release+2017a&index=2&md5=7f96c10d71c8e3bc2170eb4396167151
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mathworks.com%2Fproducts%2Fmatlab.html&esheet=51521875&newsitemid=20170309005117&lan=en-US&anchor=MATLAB&index=3&md5=c0b9bd80cd7352b7e1acedd3a62330f4
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mathworks.com%2Fproducts%2Fsimulink.html&esheet=51521875&newsitemid=20170309005117&lan=en-US&anchor=Simulink&index=4&md5=c8b328dc71a0bec67801f094de829024
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4,000 unique 3D solid models which are used to create highly defined parts for simulation. The 3D 

library allows users to easily match geometries to their 2D cell database. Designers can assemble the 

parts models on board and automatically mesh them for performance analysis, including stiffeners and 

mechanical parts. The system modeling tool is ultra-fast since it can model over 1,000 components per 

minute. 

Based on years of experience, the Xpedition technology provides an easy-to-use, automated 

environment leveraging a finite-elements engine developed for quick, accurate analyses. Unlike other 

tools, the technology is optimized for the PCB layout designer, enabling simulation and improved 

redesign at the desktop. The intuitive pre-processor and wizard allow users to set-up simulation in 

quickly and easily, for fast and accurate virtual prototyping.  The easy-to-use, patented post-processor 

technology lets designers quickly see high-failure-probability components and analyze boundary 

conditions, material properties, and environment profiles. 

“Tech-Clarity research shows that higher quality and reliability have become top ways companies are 

trying to differentiate their products. With products becoming increasingly complex, engineers need 

better ways to efficiently improve product quality, without adding cost,” stated Michelle Boucher, vice 

president of research, Tech-Clarity. “Extending the virtual prototyping capabilities can be an important 

way to mitigate risk associated with product performance and reliability. Simulation capabilities such as 

what is available in Mentor’s Xpedition, can help companies catch problems earlier to improve quality, 

while saving time and cost by reducing physical tests.” 

The Xpedition product can also perform acceleration stress simulation for specialized applications. This 

feature provides safety factor simulation for constant acceleration conditions, pin-level Von-Mises 

stress, detailed stress and deformation plots, and three- axes user-defined force vector (X, Y, Z) 

simulation. These features are developed for safety-critical applications such as those targeting the mil-

aero markets. 

“As leaders in their respective fields, Mentor customers constantly endeavor to implement strategic 

initiatives around risk mitigation through design-for-reliability solutions,” stated AJ Incorvaia, vice 

president and general manager of Mentor Graphics Board Systems Division. “Our new and patented 

Xpedition technology serves the PCB systems design community with an automated, fast, easy-to-use 

solution that simulates vibration in accelerated life cycle conditions. This enables customers to quickly 

identify performance issues before products are committed to prototype and manufacture, thus saving 

time and cost while ensuring end-product reliability.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

NeoMetrix Technologies, Inc. Announces Availability of XTract3D Reverse Engineering for 

Solidworks 

9 March 2017 

Today, NeoMetrix Technologies, Inc. announced immediate availability of Polyga’s XTract3D software, 

an add-in for SOLIDWORKS. XTract3D is a toolbar that works natively inside SOLIDWORKS.  

“We believe tools with fewer features, executed exceptionally well, create the best experience,” said 

Thomas Tong, president of Polyga Inc. “When creating XTract3D, we examined the entire reverse 

engineering workflow and reduced it down to its purest form. We designed XTract3D alongside 

professionals who work on these types of projects everyday to gain insights into their challenges and to 

figure out the best way to solve them. In the end, we created a reverse engineering solution that’s easy to 
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use while giving users complete control as to how they want to sketch CAD models using 3D scan data 

as a reference.”  

Users can import their 3D mesh data output from a 3D scanner and get straight to work with little or no 

training. XTract3D works seamlessly with SOLIDWORKS to enhance its sketching tools. XTract3D 

tools behave like they’ve always been a part of the SOLIDWORKS platform. With all the tools you 

need for CAD modeling in one place, it makes work more productive. 

XTract3D was built specifically to handle a variety of reverse engineering and design projects, from 

simple 2D sketches to complex 3D surfaces. 

Click here to return to Contents 

PTC Announces PTC Mathcad Prime 4.0 for Effective and Secure Calculations for Product 

Development 

7 March 2017 

PTC today announced the release of the latest version of its Mathcad Prime® engineering math 

software. Specialized engineering calculations are some of a firm’s most valuable information, and the 

new capabilities of PTC Mathcad Prime 4.0 allow users to show, solve, and secure those vital 

calculations more effectively, increasing their value and usefulness. 

PTC Mathcad Prime 4.0 provides capabilities that enable users to protect proprietary information 

without compromising the ability to share it, benefit from interoperability enhancements, and streamline 

workflows by better managing larger, complex worksheets. 

“PTC is listening to the market. The performance and interoperability enhancements in PTC Mathcad 

Prime 4.0 enable users to simplify inefficient and complex workflows,” said Monica Schnitger, 

president and principal analyst, Schnitger Corp. “The math in PTC Mathcad Prime 4.0 continues to 

improve, allowing users to structure it as they want, while also protecting it as proprietary mathematical 

information.” 

Key features of PTC Mathcad Prime 4.0: 

 Content protection provides area protection and locking to control the degree of access and 

visibility for other users 

 Interoperability with third-party applications enables users to embed content from other 

applications into worksheets, as well as copy and paste multiple regions of a worksheet into MS 

Word 

 Equation wrapping offers more control over the presentation and legibility of calculations 

 Performance enhancements enable the creation of large, complex worksheets, simplify 

interaction with these documents, and include Windows 10 support 

“Products are becoming increasingly sophisticated, which puts pressure on those doing the complex 

engineering calculations behind products,” said Paul Sagar, vice president of CAD product management, 

PTC. “With PTC Mathcad Prime 4.0, users will find it easier and faster to develop, work with, and share 

these calculations across applications and organizations. And that means better products can get to 

market earlier.” 

PTC Mathcad Prime 4.0 complements the recently-released Creo® 4.0 3D CAD software for product 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ptc.com%2Fnews%2F2016%2Fptc-announces-creo-4-for-smarter-design&esheet=51521639&newsitemid=20170307005891&lan=en-US&anchor=Creo%C2%AE+4.0&index=2&md5=8954e9951f91b6d86a662213be8bc78f
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design. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Software Lifecycle Requirements Traceability and Collaboration Solution 

9 March 2017 

LDRA today announced that its industry-leading LDRA tool suite® is now integrated with the 

IBM® Rational® DOORS® Next Generation requirements management tool. DOORS Next 

Generation equips teams with requirements definition and management capabilities, a work item system 

for task management and planning, and a reporting system. The LDRA tool suite integration effectively 

brings the industry’s leading software analysis and verification suite into this open collaboration 

platform supporting critical IoT application development. 

The integrated LDRA tool suite and IBM Rational DOORS Next Generation solution significantly 

reduces the design time and development costs of safety- and security-critical systems for the IoT 

including automotive, medical device, industrial control, energy, and aerospace and defense 

applications. This solution enables embedded software and IoT systems developers to achieve full 

lifecycle traceability in a proven Open Services for Lifecycle Collaboration (OSLC) environment. For 

those environments requiring software qualification or certification, this integration provides the 

transparency and audit trail required for quality and regulatory review. 

Key features and benefits of the integration include: 

 OSLC integration for easily accessing and linking DOORS Next Generation requirements and 

test cases 

 First-of-its kind functionality for tracing requirements to source code and test vectors, 

procedures, and results 

 Traceability for facilitating qualification/certification 

 Automated analysis and testing for reducing cost of qualification/certification 

“Collaboration among disciplines and across time zones is becoming increasingly important for 

embedded systems developers as today’s disparate development organizations mandate increased 

efficiency,” said Ian Hennell, Operations Director, LDRA. “The integration between the LDRA tool 

suite and the IBM Rational DOORS Next Generation platform brings unprecedented levels of efficiency 

to team-based software design and verification by providing a bidirectional workflow from requirements 

through to implementation. This bidirectional workflow and collaboration speeds up development and 

lowers overall development and verifications costs.” 

The LDRA tool suite integration with IBM Rational DOORS Next Generation will be demonstrated at: 

Embedded World, 14-16 March 2017, Nuremberg, Germany 

Click here to return to Contents 

SolidWizard to Distribute Markforged 3D Printing Products 

8 March 2017 

Taiwan-based SolidWizard Technology, a distributor of Solidworks' 3D CAD design software in the 
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local market, has signed a contract to also distribute Markforged's 3D printing products in Taiwan. 

Markforged has shipped over 1,000 units of 3D printing machines and will begin to market its newly 

developed Metal X-series products for 3D metal printing in the third quarter of 2017, according to 

SolidWizard. 

SolidWizard expects sales of its 3D printing products to grow at least 20% in 2017 as the 3D printing 

machines from Markforged will enrich its product portfolio, according to Hsu Tai-yuan, president of 

SolidWizard. 

The ratio of sales of 3D printing devices is expected to climb to 20% of SolidWizard's total revenues in 

2017, Hsu noted. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Tech Soft 3D Optimizes HOOPS Platforms for Native and Web 3D Engineering Applications 

5 March 2017 

Tech Soft 3D today announced that it has optimized the HOOPS software development platforms for 

native and web 3D engineering applications with the launch of HOOPS Native Platform 2017, HOOPS 

Web Platform 2017 and HOOPS Platform 2017. The three HOOPS platforms power applications with 

proven 3D technologies, including high performance 3D graphics for desktop, web and mobile, accurate 

and fast CAD data exchange, 3D data publishing for native 3D PDF, HTML and standard CAD, and 

tight connections to popular modeling kernels. 

“The explosion of cloud and mobile computing, and advances in browser-based technology are 

transforming markets and creating incredible business opportunities as well as challenges for developers 

of engineering software,” said Ron Fritz, CEO of Tech Soft 3D. “HOOPS Platforms are designed to help 

development teams quickly get high-performance 3D products to market, even in an environment where 

development resources are limited and competition is fierce.” 

Native vs. Web Applications – Benefits to Both 

The world of engineering software, and technology in general, is moving fast. More and more, there 

isn’t a distinction between „cloud” apps and „desktop” apps. It’s about users wanting access to software 

in the most convenient way possible for them and having the apps connected, regardless of which 

platform they are on. 

One of the most exciting developments of the last five years was the emergence of the browser as a 

viable platform for delivering engineering applications, and with WebGL, advanced 3D apps can be 

built for the browser. At the same time, native apps for mobile platforms have taken off due to several 

factors – devices becoming more powerful and prevalent, integration of Xamarin which allows 

developers to write C# code once and reuse that code to create both iOS and Android mobile apps. 

But most importantly, native apps for mobile provide a high-performance experience, and that is key for 

engineering software. 

Both web and native applications play an important role in a user’s experience, depending on what 

function is needed or what business problem needs to be solved. Often times, both web and native apps 

are required, web apps for convenience and accessibility and native apps for performance and user 

experience. 

The HOOPS Platforms enable developers and engineers to create applications with an infrastructure 
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built to support the needs of 3D applications in any environment. Whether it’s an application that 

renders in a browser, from a server, on a mobile device, on the desktop or via a thick client, using 

HOOPS platforms ensure high-quality 3D products that will deliver a rich user experience with 

functionality designed for high-performance web and native environments. 

Users expect applications to process and load complex and extremely large data quickly into a 3D 

environment with superior engineering graphics. And those same users need the ability to publish 3D 

data out of an application for consumption elsewhere. HOOPS Platforms allows developers to create 

native and web applications that deliver a rich user experience, and are backed by a team of industry 

experts in 3D visualization, data translation and native 3D PDF technology. 

“Creating successful 3D applications in a competitive market requires proven tools that help you 

develop better and faster than your competition,” added Gavin Bridgeman, Vice President of Products at 

Tech Soft 3D. “The HOOPS Platforms empower our customers to differentiate their offerings and 

exceed customer expectations when it comes to fast, accurate data access, high performance 

visualization and seamless 3D data publishing.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Zero Wait-State Announces New Cloud-Enabling Technology CloudState for Product Development 

Organizations 

8 March 2017 

Zero Wait-State has announced today the immediate availability of new cloud enabling technology, 

CloudState, for product development organizations. This integration platform will allow companies to 

integrate engineering systems like SolidWorks, Creo, Onshape, AutoCAD Inventor, NX and Catia with 

cloud-based Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) offerings from companies including Oracle PLM 

and Salesforce-based PropelPLM. This platform will also allow cloud-based Computer Aided Design 

(CAD) tools like Onshape to integrate with traditional PLM tools like Oracle’s Agile PLM, PTC’s 

Windchill, and Siemens’ TeamCenter. 

“PropelPLM and Zero Wait-State are extending Onshape's Agile Design capabilities into a true 

customer-focused PLM system,” said Darren Henry, VP of Product Marketing at Onshape. “Not only 

can design teams collaborate and iterate faster during the design process, their customers are now able to 

easily collaborate on crucial product information during development and after product release.” 

CloudState will enable the exchange of data between platforms allowing companies to select “best in 

class” technology that best meets their needs for product development.  Companies can choose to 

leverage powerful new cloud-based offerings in PLM from Oracle or PropelPLM while continuing to 

use their current design tools.  CloudState also allows companies wanting to move their product 

development capabilities completely to the cloud to use a product like Onshape that fully enables design 

and collaboration through a browser with all data staying in the cloud. Companies could also leverage 

Onshape while sharing information with existing on-premise PLM. 

Currently Version 1 works with CAD tools from Dassault (SolidWorks), Onshape, and PTC (Creo) and 

PLM technology from PropelPLM and Oracle (Agile PLM).  Future releases will expand to Quality, 

Compliance, as well as more CAD tools and PLM technologies both cloud-based and on-premise. 

Stephen Porter, founder and CEO of Zero Wait-State, added, “Our clients are looking for powerful 

cloud-based solutions to drive their new product introduction process, so it was a natural fit to partner 

https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=hGe39NVccBSxzerZS8aM2E_oNpcMNCnFJKKqQVLSmfeYrjkgOJBuSrvQB7olVp1-YUzmnaxQraUIIV-KDzCGXc0q57bDpEaUTpVWztkeLcQ=
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with leading cloud-based product development solutions like Oracle, Onshape and PropelPLM. 

CloudState will enhance these applications and allow companies to realize true ‘Cloud-Based’ product 

development and collaboration.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 


