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CIMdata News 

CIMdata Announces Schedule for the 2015 PLM Leadership Certificate Program 

9 December 2014 

 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic consulting and research firm announces its CIMdata 

PLM Leadership Certificate Program schedule for 2015. The CIMdata PLM Leadership Certificate 

Program is the flagship offering of CIMdata PLM Leadership — the PLM industry’s most 

comprehensive non-biased education offering for today’s PLM professionals. 

CIMdata’s PLM Leadership Certificate Program equips PLM professionals with the tools they need to 

successfully address the challenges associated with PLM strategy development and implementation. 

This assessment-based certificate program includes a personalized classroom experience, individual and 

team-based exercises, and individual evaluations of achievement. In addition, the program provides 

intensive and extensive exposure to a team of CIMdata experts. Upon successful completion of the 

program, participants receive a CIMdata PLM Leadership Certificate and become a member of 

CIMdata’s global PLM Leadership community. 

According to Peter Bilello, CIMdata’s President, “Since the program’s introduction in 2009, over 200 

global PLM professionals have received their PLM Leadership certificate from CIMdata. In many ways, 

our program has become the de-facto standard in PLM education. We are extremely excited with the 

program’s success and we look forward to continuing to deliver this valuable program throughout much 

of the industrial world.” James McKinney, CIMdata’s PLM Leadership Practice Manager, commented, 

“Our 2015 schedule has been designed to address the needs of PLM professionals around the world. We 

look forward to providing in-depth education and helping more companies realize the benefits of PLM 

and related technologies.” 

The CIMdata PLM Certificate Program is built on CIMdata’s over 30 years of extensive worldwide 

experience guiding industrial companies in successfully defining and implementing best-in-class PLM 

strategies and tactics. The program is available to industrial companies that are considering or are 

already implementing PLM, and to PLM solution and service providers. PLM Leadership Certificate 

Program participants may register online for either a 3-day or 5-day program. For more information on 

CIMdata’s PLM Leadership Certificate Program visit our website at 

http://cimdata.com/en/education/plm-certificate-program. 

http://cimdata.com/en/education/plm-certificate-program
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The CIMdata 2015 PLM Leadership Certificate Program schedule is as follows: 

Amsterdam, The Netherlands – March 16-20 

Ann Arbor, Michigan, USA – May 4-8 

Boston, Massachusetts, USA – September 21-25 

Cypress, California, USA – December 7-11 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize 

an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered 

world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods on PLM solutions. These solutions 

incorporate both business processes and a wide-ranging set of PLM-enabling technologies. 

CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and providers of technologies and services seeking 

competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, 

provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The 

company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences 

worldwide. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia- 

Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website at www.CIMdata.com, follow us on 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews, or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann 

Arbor, MI 48108, USA, Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV 

Weert, The Netherlands, Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 
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CIMdata Publishes “How and Why PLM is Being Transformed Into a Product-Oriented Innovation 

Platform” 

11 December 2014 

 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic management consulting and research firm announces 

the publication of a new position paper detailing how the “platformization” of PLM is morphing into 

new ways of going about the business of innovation. 

“How and Why PLM is Being Transformed Into a Product-Oriented Innovation Platform” explores in 

detail how, due to its ongoing evolution as a business strategy, PLM is fast approaching and in some 

cases achieving the status of a business platform. PLM-as-a-platform, or the platformization of PLM, 

has evolved out of the need for innovation throughout the product lifecycle. 

This paper, the first in a series of three CIMdata position papers on this topic, considers the major 

drivers for higher levels of innovation—the Circular Economy, including the concept of “servitization,” 

and globalization. The need for innovation has never been greater and the implications for developing 

new products and managing their lifecycles are endless. The combination of scarce resources and 

globalization are driving an upheaval in innovation and lifecycle management. According to Peter 

Bilello, CIMdata’s President, “Innovation is more than ever key to enterprise sustainability; solution 

providers are building their PLM-platform business models around that insight. No enterprise can afford 

http://www.cimdata.com/
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to miss out on the competitive advantages that are presented with the implementation and proper use of 

a product innovation platform. What we are doing today will not cut it tomorrow. This applies equally to 

product development and PLM implementations.” 

The next paper in this series will look at platform support for “ideation,” which is the intellectual 

process of creating new products that are globally competitive and that sustain the enterprise through 

end-to-end lifecycle management, including information governance. 

 “How and Why PLM is Being Transformed Into a Product-Oriented Innovation Platform” is freely 

available for download from CIMdata’s website at http://www.cimdata.com/en/resources/a-cimdata-

dossier-plm-platformization.  

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize 

an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered 

world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods on PLM solutions. These solutions 

incorporate both business processes and a wide-ranging set of PLM-enabling technologies. 

CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and providers of technologies and services seeking 

competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, 

provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The 

company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences 

worldwide. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia- 

Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website at www.CIMdata.com, follow us on 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews, or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann 

Arbor, MI 48108, USA, Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV 

Weert, The Netherlands, Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 
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PTC Live Stuttgart 2014 and LiveWorx: a CIMdata Commentary  

11 December 2014 

 

Key takeaways: 

 1,800 PTC customers, partners, and employees convened in Stuttgart at PTC Live Stuttgart 2014 

and LiveWorx, on November 18 and 19 

 The acquisition by, and integration into PTC of ThingWorx and Axeda, two leading Internet of 

Things (IoT) solution and service providers, help PTC boost realization of their IoT vision and 

strategy 

 PTC’s IoT Roadmap shows a solid foundation and framework, towards seamless integration of 

IoT into their overall Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) portfolio  

CIMdata recently attended the PTC Live Stuttgart 2014 and LiveWorx events in Stuttgart, Germany. 

These parallel events were held at the Messe Stuttgart venue, and registrants to either event could attend 

sessions in both events at will. The PTC Live event gave PTC customers the opportunity to not only 

http://www.cimdata.com/en/resources/a-cimdata-dossier-plm-platformization
http://www.cimdata.com/en/resources/a-cimdata-dossier-plm-platformization
http://www.cimdata.com/
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hear and explore PTC’s solution strategies and roadmaps, but also to showcase their own work, network 

with peers, share ideas, and discuss how they are addressing their challenges. At the LiveWorx event, 

PTC elaborated on the progress they have made on their Internet of Things (IoT) vision, strategy, and 

roadmap, and highlighted this with compelling client presentations.  

PTC reported that the combined events had just under 1,800 attendees, which was a 28% increase 

compared to 2013. In total, 1,480 people had registered for the events, of which 1,310 were for PTC 

Live and 170 for LiveWorx. 41 Partners and sponsors attended, of which 6 focused on IoT. Some 50% 

of the attendees were of decision-making level (management level or higher), and CIMdata experienced 

an overall open atmosphere. Attendees spoken to felt comfortable to discuss their own situation and 

were satisfied with the conference program offered by PTC. 

Earlier in the year, CIMdata attended the PTC Live Global event in Boston. A CIMdata Commentary 

was written on that event. Both PTC Live events covered many of the same topics. As a result, CIMdata 

concentrated on the sessions of the LiveWorx event, which was linked to PTC Live through PTC Live’s 

keynote presentations. 

In his welcome speech, Michael Sauter, PTC’s SVP Sales for Central, Northern, and Eastern Europe 

proudly mentioned that PTC continues to experience growth across Europe in all areas: across their 

product portfolio, across the industries they serve, and company sizes. He illustrated this by mentioning 

some examples of wins they had, which include Volkswagen, Continental, Festo, and SMS Group. 

In the opening keynote, Robert Gremley, EVP IoT and SLM, emphasized how smart connected devices 

and products (i.e., smart, connected products and other things that combine processors, sensors, and 

software with connectivity) will fundamentally change value chains, and have significant impact on 

industry structures. He cited a prediction from Cisco that in 2020 there will be 8 billion people on Earth, 

and 50 billion connected devices! In addition, he referred to a 2013 McKinsey study that estimates IoT 

to have the opportunity to generate 5 trillion Euros in economic value by 2025. These observations and 

expectations are in line with CIMdata’s vision that we have communicated over the past years. 

Additionally, they align with visions behind various industry initiatives, like the German Industrie 4.0. 

Whether the economic value will be as high as estimated is a point of discussion, however, IoT has 

already started a disruptive trend in many economies. 

Over the past few years PTC has studied many aspects of IoT, in joint cooperation with Dr. Michael 

Porter, and according to their definition smart connected products have three core elements: physical 

components (e.g., mechanical and electrical parts), smart components (i.e., sensors, microprocessors, 

etc.), and connectivity components (e.g., ports, antennas, and protocols enabling connections). Such 

sophisticated products, resulting from multi-domain engineering, must be designed using Systems 

Engineering methodologies. PTC’s Atego acquisition provides applications and services for model-

based systems and software engineering, and fits PTC’s IoT model and strategy quite well. Atego will 

further be branded as PTC Integrity Modeler. This is a valuable and strategically valid expansion as IoT 

requires that during the engineering and design phases of a product’s lifecycle, all aspects of the 

mechanical, electrical, electronic, and software elements are combined in an optimal fashion to 

maximize the power of these individual areas and product’s overall value. As a result, systems 

engineering is the best approach. 

Mr. Gremley concluded his keynote with a discussion on four new capabilities that smart connected 

products bring to the market. These are the capability to monitor the condition of a product without the 

need to be in direct physical proximity of the product, the capability to remotely control and configure 

individual products or fleets of machines, optimize performance during operation, and finally the ability 

for the product to use algorithms to learn and autonomously take decisions without human intervention. 

http://www.cimdata.com/en/resources/complimentary-reports-research/commentaries/item/1591-ptc-live-global-2014-commentary
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These capabilities enable closed loop lifecycle management, as that real-time operational product data 

can be fed back into the lifecycle for improved management of the product. The differentiation in the 

four capabilities mentioned provides a growth path for companies, as each subsequent capability level 

adds to the previous. Companies that get started on their IoT endeavor can start at the monitor capability 

level, and then grow towards the autonomous level. The idea of feeding back in-operation data is not 

new in this respect. The inclusion of it into the lifecycle, however, has not been a common practice, 

despite the high value for product design. PTC claims to add this information into the lifecycle by 

default, which is a positive step forward. 

Closed Loop Lifecycle Management 

During a round of presentations from Brian Shepherd (EVP Enterprise PTC), Michael Campbell (EVP 

CAD PTC), and Robert Gremley (EVP IoT and SLM PTC), the importance of applying systems 

engineering methodologies and techniques in the design and development phases of smart connected 

products was emphasized. These phases are well supported by PTC’s recently acquired Atego model-

based systems and software engineering applications. Together with PTC Integrity, the Atego 

applications suite now has been combined into PTC’s Systems Engineering Solution offering. One of 

the key benefits of smart connected products is that they provide feedback loops on the health and status 

of the product in the field. This clearly allows for closed loop service lifecycle management: to service 

the product through its full lifecycle, and allows for new business models to be defined and applied. 

Ultimately, this should result in higher quality products, products that better meet the needs and 

demands of the customer, and the opportunity for the client to feedback information to the producer so 

that the producer can better understand the use of its product and thereby is in a better position to 

optimize the product for their client, deliver more value, and provide better after sales support. 

IoT, ThingWorx, and Axeda 

Smart connected products provide a lot of data that requires processing so that data can be analyzed and 

business value can be created from it. For that purpose businesses require infrastructure to hold the data, 

and applications to process it. These capabilities are being enabled through the acquisitions of 

ThingWorx and Axeda. Both solutions provide their users with a platform to hold data and enable 

connectivity. The big difference between the two is that ThingWorx mainly focuses on providing a non-

cloud platform that allows for applications to be built on top, and Axeda provides a cloud platform and 

applications to be applied to the data. As both solutions are quite complementary to each other and have 

the potential to be mutually reinforcing, these are logical acquisitions, certainly when we take into 

account how PTC positions them within their solution portfolio. 

Both solutions are currently being integrated into PTC’s solution portfolio, where the cloud capabilities 

of Axeda are being integrated with ThingWorx. Both solutions are now branded as PTC ThingWorx for 

the platform and PTC Axeda for the applications. As such, ThingWorx provides three layers: Connect 

which holds the IoT Connectivity Middleware, Manage which holds the data, in the cloud, and Build 

which provides IoT application enablement. Axeda provides apps for Service Lifecycle Management 

(SLM) as well as capabilities for customers to develop their own SLM solutions. Since IoT feedback 

mechanisms can provide a vast amount of data that comes from a company’s in field products, the 

volume and diversity of that data can easily overwhelm a company looking to understand and leverage 

it. Having the possibility to store all this data in the cloud, so that no additional infrastructure is required 

locally, is very likely to remove an important financial obstacle at companies who would benefit from 

adopting the IoT concept. That is of course when aspects of security and privacy are well considered. 

Large, or Big, Data only has value when the appropriate information can be extracted from it. That is 

where the applications come in. The standard applications provide knowledge and experience from other 



CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 7 

companies across different industries. Each user can also define their own applications. In short, PTC 

does not only provide the means to collect data, they also provide the means to store it and to draw 

intelligence from it.  

Integration is taking place at rapid pace, in three steps. PTC’s first step focuses on basic data integration 

between ThingWorx and Axeda, their second will make ThingWorx AlwaysOn Connectivity service 

available for Axeda, which means that, according to PTC, instant connectivity is guaranteed. Finally, the 

third step will realize advanced data integration and scale, meaning that Axeda’s connectivity and cloud 

capabilities are completely integrated into ThingWorx. This third step is scheduled to be completed by 

July 2015. 

Upon completion PTC’s solution architecture will look as shown in Figure 1. 

 

Figure1—PTC’s Application Architecture 

This is a solid architecture that positions PTC for the future where smart connected products will be 

more common and businesses seek to generate benefits from them. The already mentioned Industrie 4.0 

initiative in Germany, to name one, that seeks to create the intelligent factory, matches quite well with 

this PTC architecture. 

For implementing IoT into any organization and create true business value from it, PTC has defined a 

six level IoT Value Curve where a company starts at level 1: unconnected, and grows through the 

succeeding levels: 2: connected, 3: serviceable, 4: intelligent, 5: optimized to the highest level 6: 

Differentiated. Each level has a number of characteristics that need to be met. The 6
th

 level has no end to 

it, so according to PTC the opportunities for companies at that level would be almost unlimited. At that 

level the limitations are very much set by the type and amount of data that is being collected, analyzed, 

and that can be legally used in a business.  

Summary 

PTC has made significant steps in transforming their vision on IoT into a vision and strategy for their 

entire solution architecture and portfolio, and has made reasonable progress in its realization. They have 

expanded their solution portfolio through the acquisitions discussed, and with these acquisitions a good 

number of partners appear to have embraced PTC’s program, creating critical mass to serve their clients. 

Presentations from PTC executives were interspersed with presentations of their clients who proudly 

shared the steps they had already made on their IoT journey as well as presentations from several PTC 

partners that have practices on IoT. The majority of the client examples CIMdata sat in were still on 

level 2, connected, for several reasons, but all of them had recognized the enormous business potential. 

CIMdata looks forward to hear more examples from these clients when they progress towards the next 

levels on PTC’s value curve, and the additional value they have received from making their lifecycle 
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truly closed-loop. 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, an independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize an 

enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM). CIMdata provides world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-

practice methods on PLM. CIMdata also offers research, subscription services, publications, and 

education through international conferences. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website 

at http://www.CIMdata.com or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108, 

USA. Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV Weert, the 

Netherlands. Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 
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Company News 

3D Systems’ Digital Craftsmanship on Display at Cooper Hewitt, Smithsonian Design Museum 

12 December 2014 

 

3D Systems announced today that it is featured in inaugural exhibitions at the newly reopened Cooper 

Hewitt, Smithsonian Design Museum, beginning December 12. Innovative examples of 3D printing 

empowering novel design are featured in Cooper Hewitt’s new Process Lab and Beautiful Users 

exhibitions in the recently renovated Carnegie Mansion.  The installations showcase 3D printing as a 

fundamental and transformative element in the ideation, design and fabrication process. 

The groundbreaking exhibitions include 3DS’ products and technologies which augment our body, 

extend our capabilities and expand our senses. Beautiful Users, an exhibition that explores the ways in 

which designers over the past half-century have worked to suit their creations to human anatomy and 

behavior, features a hybrid robotic exoskeleton 3DS developed in collaboration with Ekso Bionics 

which enabled a paralyzed woman to walk. 

In the new hands-on Process Lab visitors can see a production-grade stereolithography 3D printer, the 

ProJet
®
 6000, as well as 3D-printed products and prototypes that show a cross section of how 3D 

printing is changing the way designers prototype and produce their work. Pieces from 3DS on view 

include a custom-made prosthetic limb, a stunning 3D printed acoustic guitar, and a complex skateboard 

design that demonstrates topology optimization. Visitors can also view a see-through Touch
TM 

3D haptic 

stylus, which allows designers to physically feel their designs on-screen as if working with digital clay. 

“As both a member of the company that invented 3D printing and a trustee of the Museum, it is truly an 

honor and a privilege to be part of these groundbreaking exhibitions at Cooper Hewitt, our national 

design museum,” said Avi Reichental, President and CEO, 3DS. “We believe in Cooper Hewitt’s 

mission to preserve the history of design and to communicate its evolution and are humbled to be part of 

showcasing how 3D printing is shifting the entire design-to-manufacturing paradigm.” 

To kick off support of the Cooper Hewitt’s education programs, 3DS will lead two workshops on 3D 

printing and design thinking with its Cube
®
 3D printers and Sense

TM
 handheld 3D scanners during the 

opening Kids and Family Day weekend. Kids will be able to build their own 3D printable cityscapes and 

prototype their own astronaut tool for space using a combination of 3DS’ apps on its Cubify platform 

http://www.cimdata.com/
http://3dsystems.com/
http://www.3dsystems.com/her-own-words-amanda-boxtel-and-3d-printed-exoskeleton
http://www.3dsystems.com/custom-designed-prosthetic-limb-display-cooper-hewitt-smithsonian-design-museum
http://www.3dsystems.com/topology-optimized-skateboard-display-cooper-hewitt-smithsonian-design-museum
http://www.3dsystems.com/topology-optimized-skateboard-display-cooper-hewitt-smithsonian-design-museum
http://cubify.com/en/Store/App/L83KR8O11W
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and the design thinking-based curriculum City X. 

The ribbon cutting ceremony at Cooper Hewitt’s opening this Friday, December 12, will feature a pair 

of scissors 3D printed by 3DS, reinforcing the critical and evolving role that 3D printing has in the 

design to manufacturing process. For more information on the inaugural exhibitions, visit 

http://www.cooperhewitt.org. 
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3D Systems Makes Deloitte’s 2014 Fast 500™ Ranking 

9 December 2014 

 

3D Systems announced that it made Deloitte’s 2014 Fast 500
™

 rankings. The prestigious Technology 

Fast 500
™

 list is an annual ranking of the fastest growing public and private North American companies 

who, according to Deloitte, “are on the cutting edge of transforming the way we do business.” 3D 

Systems joins this distinguished group with 355% growth between the years of 2009 and 2013, and 

comes in as the highest ranked 3D printing company on the list. 

“3D Systems’ ranking in the Technology Fast 500
™

 underscores the strength of our rapidly expanding 

portfolio of 3D products and services and the disruptive nature of our technology,” said Avi Reichental, 

President and CEO, 3DS. “Our powerful, end-to-end 3D products and services are driving breakthrough 

applications everywhere from 3D personalized healthcare and virtual surgical planning to the end-use 

production of flight-ready, metal aerospace components to a fully integrated, digital-to-physical 

workflow on the engineer’s desktop.” 

3DS continues to empower users of all professions and ability levels with the company’s 

groundbreaking digital thread. The digital thread seamlessly ties the digital and physical worlds, 

enabling anyone to bring physical objects into the world of 3D design, output to 3D printing and inspect 

parts for accuracy. 3DS constantly seeks and develops new technologies, 3D printing materials, 

software, specialty applications and more, broadening its offering in established industries and activating 

verticals that have only begun to unlock the potential in 3D printing. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

3D Systems Wins 2014 Design World Leadership in Engineering Award 

10 December 2014 

 

3D Systems today announced that it has been awarded the 2014 Leadership in Engineering award by 

Design World Magazine in the category of Digital Manufacturing. The annual Leadership in 

Engineering Award is voted on by the Design World user community. 

Using an online voting system, registered members of the Design World community cast votes for 

companies that continue to reflect excellence in product design, creativity, and service while 

demonstrating clear influence and vision in their respective categories. 3DS achieved its leadership in 

digital manufacturing by convincingly demonstrating the value of its digital thread for manufacturing, 

enabling designers and engineers to capture physical data, create designs, 3D print and inspect via a 

http://www.3dsystems.com/education/curriculum/thecityxproject
http://www.cooperhewitt.org/
http://3dsystems.com/
http://3dsystems.com/
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unified suite of products. 

“This award reinforces our commitment to democratize access to integrated design and manufacturing 

products, platforms and ecosystems for engineers and manufacturers as well as consumers,” said Cathy 

Lewis, Chief Marketing Officer, 3DS. “It’s gratifying and very meaningful for us to be recognized by 

the very practitioners we care so deeply about.” 

3DS and all the category winners are profiled on the Design World Magazine site. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

CADENAS App Wins Automation App Award 2014 

8 December 2014 

 

CADENAS PARTcommunity 3D CAD models app scores a strike at the automation app award 2014 

and took first place in the category “catalog”. At the sps ipc drives 2014 in Nuremberg, Germany, the 

technical medium “elektrotechnik” awarded the best business automation apps in altogether 4 categories 

for the third time on 11/26/2014. 

With the PARTcommunity app, long searching of components is a thing of the past 

Besides a user voting and rating of the users in the respective store, the decision of the experts’ jury was 

included in the final evaluation. CADENAS’ PARTcommunity 3D CAD models app convinced the 

experts’ jury in the category “catalog“: 

„Find and download! What sounds so easy is just as simple in practice. Since the app offers access to 

components of more than 400 catalogs, ordering requires no long searches. The jury decided 

unanimously: Succeeded usability. Part of this is also the sketch search function. With this innovative 

feature the user roughly sketches the component he is looking for and this way limits the selection of 

relevant components considerably. “Then the right part is found quickly“, says the trade 

journal elektrotechnik from the publishing house Vogel Business Media. 

Far more than 3D CAD models 

The PARTcommunity 3D CAD models app offers engineers from the mechanical, plant and automotive 

sector access to thousands of components from more than 400 manufacturer certified catalogs of 

internationally leading companies. It helps to find the right 2D and 3D CAD model in the desired CAD 

format in a targeted way. 

The PARTcommunity 3D CAD model app can be used with the common operating systems iOS™ and 

Android™ and is available for free download underwww.cadenas.de/en/app-store. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Cadence Receives Commendation from City of San José 

11 December 2014 

 

Cadence Design Systems, Inc. announced that San Jose Mayor Chuck Reed and the San José City 

Council have recognized the company as one of the 25 industry-driving companies generating the most 

http://www.designworldonline.com/leadership-engineering-2014-winners/
http://www.cadenas.de/de/app-store
http://www.vogel.de/presse/pressemitteilungen/?pk=1349
http://www.cadenas.de/en/app-store
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growth and jobs in the city. As a key contributor to advancing the state of system design, Cadence 

continues to invest in innovation to enable the creation of the advanced mobile, consumer, automotive 

and other devices and systems that are rapidly changing our world.  

“The people of San José and Silicon Valley have changed the world, and it’s thanks to industry-driving 

companies like Cadence that our city continues to be the capital of Silicon Valley, the world’s center of 

innovation,” Mayor Reed said. “The city council and I are proud to recognize the investment Cadence’s 

employees are making in our community. They haven’t just created innovative technology or developed 

patents, they’ve generated jobs and revenues that benefit the entire community. They’ve also contributed 

time and talent to our schools, nonprofit organizations and the community beyond the workplace. This 

commendation expresses the City of San José’s appreciation for all Cadence does to make a difference 

locally and globally.”  

“Cadence is at the forefront of new technology for designing systems and semiconductors that are 

transforming the way we work and live,” said Lip-Bu Tan, president and CEO of Cadence. “With our 

employees we have built an exciting culture of innovation at Cadence that is enabling ideas to come to 

life and fueling our revenue and job growth. We appreciate Mayor Reed and the city council recognizing 

our accomplishments as a company and a valuable contributor to the community.” 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

CSI Forms Convergent Science GmbH and Opens New Office in Austria  

8 December 2014 

 

As previously announced at the CONVERGE User Group Meeting 2014, Convergent Science, Inc. 

(CSI) has acquired the majority shares in Ignite3d Engineering GmbH and renamed the company 

Convergent Science GmbH (CSG). CSG’s management includes Rainer Rothbauer, former owner of 

Ignite3d, as the General Manager. The company base is nestled between the Alps and the hills of 

Mühlviertel in Linz, Austria and overlooks the Danube River.  

“The formation of Convergent Science GmbH allows us to inject the necessary resources to support the 

European market with a world-class team of CFD experts. Automotive companies in the United States 

and Asia are already embracing our technology, and we expect similar growth in Europe. Adoption of 

the CONVERGE CFD software is a natural progression for the European industry as their engineers 

continue to stay at the forefront of technology and innovation,” says Kelly Senecal, co-owner of 

Convergent Science GmbH and Convergent Science, Inc.  

Convergent Science GmbH has a team of application engineers working to ensure the highest level of 

support to the European industry. Led by Rothbauer, the team brings a wealth of CFD knowledge to 

Convergent Science, particularly in the area of combustion simulations. Says Rothbauer, “As a 

distributor, Ignite3d was able to introduce CONVERGE to the European market. Now with the full 

resources of CSI behind us, Convergent Science GmbH will be able to take the European CONVERGE 

business to the next level. We are excited to be part of the CSI family.” 

 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Delcam Presents latest PowerMILL and FeatureCAM at Rockford User Meeting 

10 December 2014 

 

Delcam’s Illinois office presented the latest developments in the company’s PowerMILL CAM system 

for high-speed and five-axis machining and its FeatureCAM feature-based programming software at its 

annual update meeting earlier this month. 

The meeting was held at Ingersoll Cutting Tools in Rockford and included live cutting demonstrations 

on Ingersoll’s Mori Seiki MV-65 and Toyoda UX570 CAT 40 machines.  Both demonstrations showed 

the machining of a metal replica football, one programmed with PowerMILL and one with 

FeatureCAM. Recognizing the divided loyalties of the region’s Delcam customers, one was produced 

with a Chicago Bears theme while the other featured the Green Bay Packers.  Part of the engraving 

process can be seen here - www.youtube.com/watch?v=ER8LR4-z4P0  

The new release of PowerMILL includes improvements to the Vortex high-efficiency area-clearance 

strategy, expanded collision checking to also cover near misses, and more efficient raster finishing. 

Vortex produces safe toolpaths with a much deeper cut by using a controlled engagement angle that 

maintains the optimum cutting conditions for the whole toolpath.  As a result, higher feed rates and 

material-removal rates are possible, making the cutting time shorter by as much as 70%.  Enhancements 

in PowerMILL 2015 will give even greater reductions in machining time with Vortex compared to 

conventional roughing.  

Companies using four- or five-axis machines with trunnions or similar tilting tables will benefit from 

new options are now available to distribute PowerMILL’s toolpath points so that the machine’s gimbal-

lock position is avoided and a smoother motion results. 

As well as including the latest developments in the Vortex strategy, the 2015 version of FeatureCAM 

incorporates a range of enhancements in three-axis milling, two-axis and five-axis drilling, turning and 

turn-mill, and wire EDM to make the software even more powerful and easier to use.  

FeatureCAM was the world’s first feature-based programming software when it was launched in 

1995.  Constant development since then has ensured that the system has retained its leadership in 

programming speed and ease of use, while an increased range of strategies has been added to provide 

more efficient toolpaths that give greater productivity on a wider range of machinery, including mill-

turn machines, five-axis mills and wire EDM equipment. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Formtek and Nuxeo Partner to Deliver Open Source Enterprise Content Management Solutions to 

the Industrial Market 

4 December 2014 

 

Formtek, Inc. and Nuxeo Corp. announced a strategic partnership that establishes Formtek as a strategic 

US partner and global reseller of the Nuxeo platform. 

Nuxeo is the force behind the Nuxeo Platform, an open source Enterprise Content Management Platform 

that is highly customizable for building business applications and managing digital assets. Formtek has 

over thirty years of experience implementing document and content management solutions in some of 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ER8LR4-z4P0
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the most demanding environments, including aerospace, defense, government, engineering and 

manufacturing. Formtek's expertise includes meeting the complex requirements associated with 

managing engineering drawings and the associated technical data supporting the engineering release 

process. 

"As we embark on this strategic partnership our near term goal is to provide consulting, analysis, 

configuration, and implementation services around the deployment of the Nuxeo Platform," said Gary P. 

Mann, Chairman and CEO for Formtek. "This includes providing technical services and custom 

software in support of content repository system migration. Longer term, our goal is to provide complete 

packaged solutions, for example, bundling our engineering data management software with Nuxeo 

Online Services subscriptions." 

"Formtek has a long history of successfully delivering document and content management solutions, 

particularly to engineering-driven organizations," said Brendan Coveney, Chief Revenue Officer for 

Nuxeo. "Their knowledge and experience, particularly with the industrial market segment, will help 

Nuxeo continue to deliver effective solutions and expand our reach within this growing market." 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Luxion and 3D Systems Partner to Enhance Visual Quality in Product Development 

9 December 2014 

 

Luxion today announced a partnership with 3D Systems that establishes KeyShot as the standard 

rendering solution included with many 3D Systems software products. 

With simple creation of product visuals, Luxion rendering and animation software gives users of select 

3D Systems Geomagic software the power to make stunning imagery of their designs. “We are 

reimagining the engineer’s desktop with our complete line up of solutions for Scan-based Design, 

mechanical design and haptic-enabled freeform design,” said Calvin Hur, VP and GM of Geomagic 

Solutions at 3D Systems.  “Engineers will love having KeyShot’s world-class rendering as part of their 

Geomagic software.” 

Once a design has been rendered in KeyShot, users can export a full-color model directly to 3D 

Systems’ ProJet® x60 line of Color Jet Printers, and print a photo-realistic 3D model of their design to 

share with colleagues and prospective customers. 

“With 3D Systems’ seamless workflow from physical to digital to print creating product visuals can now 

easily be done throughout that entire process.” Says Claus Wann Jensen, CEO and Co-founder at 

Luxion. “When users need visual representations of their scan, design, modifications or 3D print, 

KeyShot provides the quality they expect.” 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Mentor Graphics Announces 25th Annual PCB Technology Leadership Awards Winners 

10 December 2014 

 

Continuing its tradition of promoting and recognizing printed circuit board (PCB) design excellence, 
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Mentor Graphics Corporation announced the winners of its 25th annual PCB Technology Leadership 

Awards. Started in 1988, this program is the longest running competition of its kind in the electronic 

design automation (EDA) industry. It recognizes engineers and designers who use innovative methods 

and design tools to address today’s complex PCB systems design challenges and produce industry-

leading products. 

Prominent experts in the PCB industry judged entries from around the world in six categories that 

represent a wide variety of industries: 

 Consumer electronics and handheld 

 Industrial control, instrumentation, security and medical 

 Military and aerospace 

 Computers, blade and servers, memory systems 

 Telecom, network controllers, line cards 

 Transportation and automotive 

The expert judges included Happy Holden, Gentex Corporation (retired); Gary Ferrari, FTG Circuits 

technical support director; Pete Waddell, president of UP Media and publisher of Printed Circuit Design 

& Fab/Circuits Assembly Magazine; Andy Kowalewski, Metamako LP senior interconnect designer; 

Rick Hartley, L-3 Communications/Avionics Division senior principal engineer; Susy Webb, Fairfield 

Nodal senior PCB designer; and Charles Pfeil, Mentor Graphics Systems Design Division director of 

engineering. 

To view the full list of winners, visit: http://www.mentor.com/company/news/mentor-pcb-tla-awards-

2014  

 

Click here to return to Contents 

ModuleWorks and vectorcam Extend Partnership Agreement 

12 December 2014 

 

ModuleWorks have extended their partnership with CAD/CAM provider, vectorcam GmbH, and will 

now provide 5-Axis machining technology for the vectorcam product. 

vectorcam GmbH became ModuleWorks’ 50
th

 CAD/CAM industry partner in 2011 when they entered 

an agreement to integrate ModuleWorks simulation technology as a part of the vectorcam product. After 

a successful roll out they have now extended the agreement to include ModuleWorks’ 5-Axis toolpath 

generation technology. 

vectorcam is a modern and easy to use 3D CAD/CAM system for milling, drilling, turning and wire 

EDM used by more than 20,000 companies worldwide.  Future versions of vectorcam will offer 5-Axis 

simultaneous machining for the first time, broadening its appeal to an even wider audience. 

Mr. Günter Böhning, CEO, seen above with Yavuz Murtezaoglu, ModuleWorks founder and Managing 

Director states “Our customers have been telling us they have growing requirements for advanced 5-

Axis technology. After a very successful first integration with ModuleWorks technology, it was an easy 

decision to go back to them for their machining technology and we look forward to being able to offer 

our customers industry proven 5-Axis technology.”  

http://www.mentor.com/company/news/mentor-pcb-tla-awards-2014
http://www.mentor.com/company/news/mentor-pcb-tla-awards-2014
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Yavuz Murtezaoglu comments “It’s always very pleasing when our partners extend their agreement to 

include additional technology. It tells us we have met the needs of their business and their customers and 

we look forward to a long and productive partnership with vectorcam”. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

New Corporate Design for Nemetschek Group 

11 December 2014 

 

The Nemetschek Group presents its new corporate design. The main elements are the new logo and the 

launch of the new website, which reinforce the alignment of the Group as an internationally leading 

software provider for the entire life cycle of buildings. The addition of “Group” is a clear reference to 

the group structure of a strategic parent company with strong, independent brands. 

An external appearance which is consistent worldwide will make the international alignment of the 

Nemetschek Group and the common bond of the brands clear: “A NEMETSCHEK COMPANY” will be 

added to every brand in the course of the upcoming year. This allows the brands to present a face to the 

customer which showcases their individual strengths, make it possible for them distinguish themselves 

from each other and at the same time remain recognizable as members of a strongly positioned 

international corporate group and as Nemetschek brands. 

Parallel to the new logo, the website www.nemetschek.com has been completely redesigned: Clear 

structures, new imagery with strong visual representation and fast access to all important information are 

the main features of the new website. “The new appearance helps us improve they way we are perceived 

in the international AEC market as a group with strong brands and simultaneously creates a bond 

between all brands,” says Patrik Heider, Spokesman and CFOO of the Nemetschek Group. “The website 

provides very clear indication of where are our competencies lie and what added value we can offer 

customers as a result of our strength as a group, namely a wide range of Open BIM software solutions 

for all phases of the building process,” comments Heider regarding the new corporate design. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

New WorkNC and WorkXplore 3D Reseller for Russia and Belarus  

10 December 2014 

 

Vero Software has appointed MPA Comechanics as the new reseller in Russia and Belarus for WorkNC 

– its premium automatic CAM/CAD software – and WorkXplore 3D, a high-speed view, mark-up and 

analysis system. 

The agreement was signed by General Manager Simon Lee,  - and MPA Comechanics founder, Johann 

Pitschugin. 

MPA Comechanics has offices in Moscow and in Perm. The company works across a wide range of 

industries within those countries, including automotive, mold and die, and aerospace, which relates 

perfectly to the type of customers using Vero’s software elsewhere around the world. 

Simon Lee says: “We are delighted to welcome MPA Comechanics to the WorkNC & WorkXplore 3D 
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distribution network. They will provide our customers with premium, high level local support and 

develop our business in this important, developing manufacturing market.” 

And Johann Pitschugin says: “From my previous experience in moldmaking, I am convinced that, with 

this software, our customers will be machining far more efficiently.   This conviction has led us to apply 

to be a reseller for the software.  We chose WorkNC because it enables fast, collision-free, and high-

quality programming.” 

Part of the Vero Software Group, WorkNC CAD/CAM offers automated programming even for parts 

which require 5-axis machining. This makes it easy to prepare CNC programs on the shop floor, if 

desired, maximizing the productivity of machine operators and enabling companies to reliably and easily 

manufacture high value parts which would have previously been impossible for them.  

WorkXplore 3D helps companies to work collaboratively with more people within an organization and 

its supply chain. By involving more people at an early stage, designs can be optimized far more quickly 

and tasks can be completed concurrently, reducing development time and avoiding expensive changes 

during manufacture. 

Vero Software has direct offices in the UK, Italy, Spain, France, Japan, USA, Brazil, Netherlands and 

China, while supplying products to more than 45 countries through its wholly owned subsidiaries and 

reseller network. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

PTC Congratulates Winner of 2013-2014 Real World Design Challenge® 

9 December 2014 

 

PTC today announced that team Next Level from South Burlington, Vermont has won the 2013-2014 

National Finals Competition. The RWDC is a national design competition for high school students run 

by a public-private partnership with the goal of increasing the Science, Technology, Engineering and 

Mathematics (STEM) workforce. This year marks the sixth year of the competition. 

By 2050 there will be an estimated additional two billion people on Earth, and further estimates indicate 

there will be a need to produce 70% more food to address this population growth. An increase in food 

production can be realized through implementation of higher yield farming, using precision 

agriculture. The development of unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) coupled with modern precision 

agriculture practices are anticipated to support increased production of food required to feed the 

projected global population growth. 

Next Level, representing South Burlington High School in South Burlington, Vermont, won the 2013-

2014 Real World Design Challenge with its design of an unmanned system that improves precision 

agriculture through early detection of European corn borer infestations in large (46,000 acre) corn fields. 

This allows targeted application of pesticides in order to minimize the impact of broad-based pesticide 

application strategies. 

“The RWDC provides students with a practical application of engineering and product design 

curriculum,” said John Stuart, senior vice president global education, PTC. “Students learn to think 

critically using a combination of business acumen, problem solving skills and leadership development to 

address real-world engineering and design challenges. PTC is proud to continue its work with all the 

RWDC partners to support this year’s competition.” 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ptc.com%2F&esheet=50997142&newsitemid=20141209005022&lan=en-US&anchor=PTC&index=1&md5=a6ee9c4390f2b3d178429ececd36b4eb
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The Challenge was developed by a team of engineers from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University - 

Worldwide, and the proposed team solutions were evaluated and assessed by a team of judges from 

government, academia and the industry including Honeywell, the FAA and others. The competition 

gives students the opportunity to tackle product design challenges typical to what engineers face every 

day, and offers them the opportunity to better understand the skills required to work in this fast-paced, 

constantly evolving environment. 

This year, more than 3,000 students from across the country participated in the challenge with no cost to 

themselves or their schools. More than forty partners from industry, government, and academia have 

donated in excess of $3 billion dollars since the RWDC’s inception to make this a reality. After a year-

long competition, the champion team from each state across the county competed in the national finals 

on November 15, 2014. 

As a founding member of the RWDC, PTC supports the program through a variety of efforts, including 

program management and grants of PTC software to each participating school including PTC Creo® 

product design software, PTC Windchill® software for PLM and PTC Mathcad® software for 

engineering calculations. 
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Sigma Labs Signs Technology Cooperation Agreement with Additive Industries 

10 December 2014 

 

Sigma Labs, Inc. announced that it has signed a technology cooperation agreement with Additive 

Industries B.V. Based in the Netherlands, privately-held Additive Industries is at the forefront of 

developing next-generation 3D printing equipment. Additive Industries utilizes a shared “AddLab” with 

a number of industrial partners to design improved, integrated, and functional additive manufacturing 

applications. 

"Teaming with Additive Industries will bring Sigma Labs closer to other companies working towards 

the goal of improved, reliable, high-volume additive manufacturing,” said Mark Cola, President and 

Chief Executive Officer of Sigma Labs. “The technology agreement serves to increase collaboration 

around shared objectives in the 3D printing space, and our PrintRite3D® quality assurance software will 

be tested with equipment currently being developed by Additive Industries. We look forward to working 

hand-in-hand with them to continue advancing the 3D printing revolution.” 

“Cooperating with Sigma Labs allows Additive Industries to improve the predictability of the 3D print 

process, which is critical to advanced applications in markets like aerospace, medical technology, and 

high-tech equipment,” added Daan Kersten, CEO of Additive Industries. 
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Switzerland’s ETH Zürich Adopts University-Wide License 

5 December 2014 

 

MathWorks announced that Switzerland’s ETH Zürich has signed an agreement that provides all of its 
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faculty and students with MATLAB, Simulink and 65 additional MathWorks products. ETH Zürich 

joins more than 400 schools worldwide already using the MathWorks university-wide license. ETH 

Zürich is ranked in the top 10 for engineering and technology in the 2013-2014 Times Higher Education 

World University Rankings. 

ETH Zürich’s adoption of MATLAB and Simulink for technical computing and Model-Based 

Design further demonstrates its commitment to prepare students for their professional careers by 

teaching with and giving them hands-on experience with the tools that are widely used by industry 

across the globe. 

ETH Zürich’s MATLAB and Simulink license includes analysis, design, modeling, simulation, code 

generation and testing products for the engineering and science schools, plus computational finance for 

the business and economic schools. The university-wide license also gives ETH Zürich access to the full 

set of MathWorks design flows, enabling the school to enhance its already-established “Model-Based 

Design of Embedded Systems” curricula and better prepare future graduates with the technical skills 

being demanded by employers.   

ETH Zürich is deploying these tools across the university to teachers, researchers and students via a 

centralized, shared platform that increases the administrative efficiency of software management and 

distribution and ensures that the tools are readily available for all users. Through the agreement between 

ETH Zürich and MathWorks, users will have access to MATLAB and associated documentation, 

immediate access to new releases and around-the-clock technical support. The university-wide license 

permits the installation of MATLAB and Simulink products on university-managed computers as well 

as user-owned computers. In addition, the MATLAB Distributed Computing Server will be installed in 

ETH Zürich’s high-performance computing center (“Brutus”). This will enable students and faculty to 

run computationally intensive MATLAB programs and Simulink simulations on the center’s systems 

and to develop new techniques and algorithms that leverage multiprocessor and multicore architectures. 

“As in other countries, universities in Switzerland are being challenged by hiring companies to prepare 

their graduates with more hands-on and application-oriented experience while providing a solid 

theoretical foundation,” said Patrick Kaufmann, Country Manager Switzerland, MathWorks. “By 

providing their students and faculty with convenient and consistent access to MATLAB and Simulink 

coupled with MathWorks technical support, ETH Zürich is taking a big step to meet that challenge, 

enabling more project-based learning and application examples in courses.” 
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TCS Receives Top Workforce Award at the 2014 Diversity and Inclusion (DANDI) Awards Ceremony 

8 December 2014 

 

Tata Consultancy Services (TCS), has been recognized with the "Top Workforce" award at the third 

annual Diversity and Inclusion (DANDI) Awards held in New York on December 1, 2014. 

TCS earned the award for its efforts in building the premier diverse workforce in its industry, employing 

individuals from 119 nationalities, of which more than 100,000 are women. Moreover, looking beyond 

its own workforce, TCS also contributed heavily toward the promotion of education, inspiration and 

mentoring for women and underserved groups through strategic partnerships with national and respected 

STEM advocacy institutions and campaigns, including US2020, STEMconnector®, Million Women 

http://www.mathworks.com/products/matlab/
http://www.mathworks.com/products/simulink/
http://www.mathworks.com/model-based-design/
http://www.mathworks.com/model-based-design/
http://www.mathworks.com/products/distriben/
https://us2020.org/
http://www.stemconnector.org/
http://www.millionwomenmentors.org/
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Mentors, NPower, NCWIT, and Teach For America (TFA). 

"We are honored to be recognized as the Top Workforce by the DANDI Awards," said TCS' Surya 

Kant, President of North America, U.K. and Europe. "This recognition underscores our fundamental 

belief that diversity of talent, offerings, and solutions breed innovation and serve as the lifeblood of what 

TCS can deliver to its customers. We encourage these qualities within our own company, nurturing and 

training the next generation of leading technology professionals across the globe." 

Founded in 2012, each year the DANDIs recognize and honor those who represent exemplary 

commitment and focus on diversity and inclusion. The mission of the DANDI Awards is to celebrate the 

contributions of individuals, groups or organizations that are truly making a difference towards creating 

a diverse and inclusive world. This year's awards celebrated 36 companies in 12 categories for their 

contributions in diversity and inclusion across all industries. 
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Tekla India Successfully Concluded its ‘BIM Complete Constructable Solution Seminar 2014’ 

8 December 2014 

 

Tekla India culminated its roadshow series on complete constructable solutions this month. The 

objective of these seminars was to create awareness amongst the top corporates about latest technologies 

in modern construction practices in the country. The first two seminars were conducted at Hyderabad 

and Delhi in September 2014, followed by Kolkata and Ahmedabad in the month of December 2014. 

Highlighting the benefits of the Tekla Structures BIM software that provides a single solution to the 

structural steel & concrete project needs, the Hyderabad and Delhi seminars were addressed by keynote 

speaker Andy Dickey, Business Manager, Tekla Corporation and Nirmalya Chatterjee, COO & Business 

Director, Tekla India. Mr Michael Hodgson, Technical Manager, Tekla Corporation was the keynote 

speaker in the Kolkata and Ahmedabad seminars. 

Further on, dignitaries from esteem corporate houses showcased case studies, sharing experience on the 

usage of information-rich 3D BIM Technology in their construction projects. A few notable names who 

attended the event are Mr. Rajesh Shirakol, Senior Vice President, Sobha LTD; Mr Brij Nandan Yadava, 

Sr. Vice President, DLF Home Developers Ltd; Mr. Aniruddha Roy, Associate Vice President, Intec 

Infra-Technologies Pvt. Ltd, Mr. Sanjeev K Sharma, Founder & Principal, Melior Structural and 

Mr. Arun Verma, Deputy General Manager, Larsen & Toubro.   

These seminars provided an opportunity for the participants to learn how to manage concrete 

construction through a unique Model, Plan and Pour concept. It also provided an in-depth knowledge on 

how to utilize Tekla technology for steel detailing and precast projects. These sessions saw a huge 

gathering of over 300 participations from various structural engineering consultants, structural, precast 

and rebar fabricators, project owner, real estate developers, general and concrete contractors, erectors, 

EPC companies, quantity surveyors and estimators and infrastructure players across the industries. 

Tekla Structures facilitates the highest level of constructability in a project by enabling the creation of 

the most accurate and data-rich structural models. It helps to enhance collaboration and project 

management while managing design to construction oriented engineering process. This makes it easier 

to work on third party applications at the same time of information-rich 3D BIM Technology helps to 

augment quality of the projects by reducing errors, improving reliability and integrating 3D modelling. It 

http://www.millionwomenmentors.org/
http://www.npower.org/
http://www.ncwit.org/
http://www.teachforamerica.org/
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further enables to seamlessly generate construction deliverable documentation from the same 3D project 

model. Tekla’s technologies such as the open BIM tools are focused on optimizing collaboration and 

smooth information flow between the software solutions so that managing construction of all buildings 

becomes easier and smarter while improving quality. Tekla customers also can leverage the model data 

into downstream process. 

Speaking on the occasion, Nirmalya Chatterjee, COO & Business Director, Tekla India said, “The 

structural steel and concrete construction is a huge industry in India. There have been various 

technology advancements and breakthroughs that have immensely revolutionalised this segment in the 

recent times. Innovations have led to a more advanced form of automation in the methods and processes, 

making it swifter and easier. For a construction company to sustain in this constantly rising pace of 

industry, it is very necessary that it adopts advanced technologies.” 
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TracePartsOnline.net Reaches a Milestone of 2 Million Registered Users 

9 December 2014 

 

TraceParts has broken another record in the number of registered users on its online CAD components 

library with an average number of 360,000 new subscriptions per year. 

The TraceParts Engineering community reached the astonishing number of 2 Million registered users in 

November 2014 with the registration of a user based in the United States of America. This user searched 

the online TraceParts library to find electrical components for use in renewable energy equipment which 

they supply and deploy in locations across the globe. 

In celebration of this milestone, the user will soon receive a free revolutionary gesture control armband 

called MyoTM, supplied by Thalmic Labs in partnership with TraceParts. 

With daily additions of new off-the-shelf components on the TracePartsOnline.net library, the ever 

growing engineering community has free and unrestricted access to hundreds of millions of standard 

parts, all available with full technical data and live 3D previews. CAD models of parts are available to 

download by users instantly in all popular formats, both native and neutral, streamlining the design 

process. 

“We are proud to have helped over 2 Million engineers and design professionals speed up their design 

projects, saving them countless unnecessary design hours. With daily additions of new product ranges, 

our online technical library is about to become a must use tool in any product development process”, 

commented Bertrand Cressent, Product Manager at TraceParts, about the success of the 

TracePartsOnline.net CAD library. 
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Winner Announced for the 2014 FEKO® Student Competition 

9 December 2014 
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Altair today announced that Gaston Ezequiel Perez, a final year electrical engineering student from 

the Universidad Tecnologica Nacional, Facultad Regional Buenos Aires, Argentina, has won the 2014 

FEKO Student Competition, an international contest organized in support of engineering education and 

academic excellence. Students interested in antennas, microwave devices, bio-electromagnetics, 

electromagnetic compatibility, and other electromagnetic related fields are given the opportunity to 

showcase their work with FEKO, the electromagnetic solver of Altair HyperWorks®. The 2014 

competition generated global interest, attracting entries from Taiwan, Spain, Italy, and the United States. 

Mr. Perez' winning entry, entitled Design of a Patch Antenna Array for Beamforming Combined with 

Metamaterials at 5.8 GHz, described the systematic design of a planar array system and how each 

design decision was informed by electromagnetic simulation. The goal was to provide a solution for 

satellite applications that require the onboard antenna to be low profile, high gain, and dynamically 

orientable while adhering to strict weight and volume constraints. Phased signals were used for 

beamforming, eliminating the drawback of requiring a change in mechanical parts to reorient the 

radiation pattern. 

"The judges were very pleased to see the large variety of FEKO tools and features that Gaston used in 

his patch antenna array design project," commented Gronum Smith, Marketing Director at Altair. 

Gaston began his investigation in FEKO, by first considering a single patch antenna with a planar 

multilayered substrate. He compared designs with different feeds which could have implications for the 

manufacturing of the antenna. Next, he considered a linear patch array and then a two-dimensional 

array, which improved the gain and allowed him to control the angle of the main beam. Various tools in 

FEKO were used, including optimization and finite array functionality. A corporate feed was also 

designed for the system and included in the simulation of the full prototype. 

Mr. Perez' academic advisor, Mr. Silvio Tapino, will receive this year's supervisor award. 

"We were thrilled with the quality of entries we received this year. With FEKO now being a part of the 

Altair HyperWorks suite, we look forward to the launch of another exciting competition in March 

2015 with an even more pronounced commitment to worldwide engineering education," added Gronum 

Smith. 

The 2015 FEKO Student Competition topics will be announced in early 2015. 
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Events News 

Altair Announces 8th European Altair Technology Conference in Paris, France 

10 December 2014 

 

Altair today announced that it will host the 2015 European Altair Technology Conference from Sept. 29 

- Oct. 1, 2015 at Cite Des Sciences & de l'Industrie in Paris, France. The 8th European ATC will cover 

the complete spectrum of Altair offerings and customer presentations, from the application of simulation 

and optimization technology to partner solutions and high-performance and cloud computing, 

highlighting the latest trends and developments in these domain areas. 

Altair customers and subject matter experts will showcase cutting-edge methods, applications, and 

examples spanning multiple industries. Presenting at the European ATC provides a unique opportunity 

http://www.altair.com/
http://www.frba.utn.edu.ar/
http://www.altairhyperworks.com/
http://www.altair.com/
http://www.altairatc.com/EATC2015
http://www.cite-sciences.fr/en/home/
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to talk to a large engineering audience and discuss innovative work with one's peers. Customers 

interested in speaking at the conference are invited to submit their abstracts to the organizational team, 

with a submission deadline of May 18, 2015. 

The three-day event will be packed with highlights and technical information. On day one, Altair will 

offer workshops on different simulation related topics and host the second European Altair roundtable 

discussion "The Next Big Idea", which will, after this year's success, again provide a platform for 

industry experts, thought leaders and the press to discuss contemporary industry topics. The following 

days will be dedicated to the traditional conference program with several renowned keynote presenters 

and in-depth technical presentations. 

Altair will again offer an "Academic & Industry CAE Collaboration Day", a session dedicated to 

education, research, and collaboration between universities and industry. The capstone of the event will 

be an informative and valuable exhibition in which Altair's technology partners will present their 

solutions. 

"I'm very pleased to return to Paris for the 2015 edition of the European ATC," said Dr. Detlef 

Schneider, Senior Vice President EMEA, Altair. "Paris is the logical location for all of our French and 

many of our European customers. I'm confident that this event will attract a broad and international 

audience from all over Europe and beyond. After our successful 2014 conference in Munich, Germany, 

with close to 100 customer presentations and over 600 attendees from many different industries, I look 

forward to another inspiring agenda next year." 
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CGS Announces the Opening of the 12th Annual INSIGHT Customer Conference in Las Vegas 

9 December 2014 

 

CGS announces the opening of the INSIGHT 2014 Customer Conference at The Venetian Hotel in Las 

Vegas. The conference runs from December 7th – December 10th and connects CGS customers and 

industry experts for an exchange of strategies, solutions and ideas. 

This year’s theme, “Working at the Speed of Innovation,” will examine the complexities of the global 

fashion and consumer goods industry and demonstrate how attendees can work together to drive 

business transformation, innovation and accelerate operations in today’s rapidly changing marketplace. 

Keynoting the conference is Rorke Denver, former US Navy SEAL trainer, author of the New York 

Times Bestselling book, "Damn Few: Making the Modern SEAL Warrior," and star of the film “Act of 

Valor.” Within his 13-year career with the SEALs, Commander Rorke Denver ran every phase of SEAL 

training, leading missions in the Middle East, Africa and Latin America, and will share inspirational 

leadership and team-building experiences with attendees. 

Attended by retail, wholesale, manufacturing and other fashion and consumer goods industry executives 

and professionals, INSIGHT will offer a diverse agenda that includes high‐level professional 

development presentations, business solution breakout sessions, training sessions and networking 

opportunities to allow CGS customers, sponsors and industry leaders to share ideas, compare 

experiences, and learn how others have solved similar business challenges. 

CGS will also present significant product advancements in its BlueCherry® software solutions and 

provide best‐practices for a variety of common industry challenges. 

http://www.prweb.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5jZ3NpbmMuY29t
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“We’ve designed a program intended to deliver product knowledge and industry insight to help our 

customers immediately and positively impact their businesses,” said Paul Magel, President of the 

Application Solutions Group at CGS. “With a world-class keynote speaker, venue, agenda and most 

importantly, valuable networking opportunities to connect our industry experts, customers and sponsors, 

we’re looking forward to another successful INSIGHT Customer Conference.” 
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Delcam to present new Vortex roughing at Southern Manufacturing 

9 December 2014 

 

Delcam will present the latest developments in its award-winning Vortex high-efficiency area-clearance 

strategy at the Southern Manufacturing exhibition to be held in Farnborough from 10th to 12th February. 

Vortex was first introduced in Delcam’s PowerMILL CAM system for high-speed and five-axis 

machining in 2013 and was subsequently added to the company’s FeatureCAM feature-based 

programming software, the PartMaker software for turn-mill equipment, Swiss-type lathes and bar-fed 

mills, and the Delcam for SolidWorks integrated CAM system. Full details on the strategy can be found 

at www.vortexmachining.com 

Vortex gives the fastest safe metal removal from solid carbide tooling, in particular from designs that 

give deeper cuts by using the full flute length as the cutting surface.  It gives benefits when machining 

all types of materials, including titanium, tool steel and alloys such as Inconel. 

Vortex produces toolpaths with a controlled engagement angle and so maintains the optimum cutting 

conditions for the toolpath that would normally be possible only for the straight-line moves.  As a result, 

higher feed rates can be used so the cutting time will be shorter, while cutting will be undertaken at a 

more consistent volume-removal rate and at a near-constant feedrate, so protecting the tooling and the 

machine.  

Vortex also uses a minimum radius parameter, calculated to make sure that the machine tool can 

maintain the cutting feedrate in corners and, more generally, for any non-straight part of the 

toolpath.  This makes the cutting process more predictable since the machine should run at the 

programmed feedrate throughout and not slow down in the way that it could on other kinds of area-

clearance toolpath. 

Two recent enhancements will give even greater reductions in machining time with Vortex compared to 

conventional roughing.  The first change allows toolpaths to approach the part from outside the stock at 

the cutting height, both for open pockets and in areas where earlier cuts have made this 

possible.  Previously, all entry moves had to be made by plunging onto the surface or by ramping into 

the material. 

The second change allows an increased feed rate to be set for non-cutting moves.  The default value is 

set at double the rate for the cutting moves but this can be altered as required for each machine tool.  The 

extra time that can be saved depends on the shape of the part but an additional saving of around 20% 

should be expected above the earlier releases of Vortex. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Delcam’s Vortex high-efficiency roughing on show at EMEC Open House 

12 December 2014 

 

A demonstration of Delcam’s Vortex high-efficiency area-clearance strategy was one of the highlights 

of a two-day Grand Opening Open House hosted during November by the Montreal division of EMEC 

Machine Tools at the company’s new, expanded showroom. 

The demonstration was carried out on an Okuma GENOS vertical machining centre using the Vortex 

strategy in Delcam’s PowerMILL CAM system for high-speed and five-axis machining.  Other live 

demonstrations during the event were performed on an Okuma horizontal lathe and a Tsugami 5AX 

lathe. 

The Vortex strategy gives the fastest safe metal removal from solid carbide tooling, in particular designs 

that give deeper cuts by using the full flute length as the cutting surface.  It can be used for two- and 

three-axis roughing, three-plus-two-axis area clearance and for rest machining.  It gives benefits when 

machining all types of materials, including titanium, tool steel and alloys such as Inconel. 

Vortex produces toolpaths with a controlled engagement angle and so maintains the optimum cutting 

conditions for the toolpath that would normally be possible only for the straight-line moves.  As a result, 

higher feed rates are possible so the cutting time is shorter, while cutting is undertaken at a more 

consistent volume-removal rate and at a constant feedrate, so protecting the machine.  

The constant feedrate achieved with Vortex is a fundamental difference from other high-speed roughing 

techniques.  Trials at Delcam have shown that this approach is more reliable as it can often be difficult 

to predict exactly how machine tools will react to changing feedrates. 

Vortex also uses a minimum radius parameter, calculated to make sure that the machine tool can 

maintain the cutting feedrate in corners and, more generally, for any non-straight part of the 

toolpath.  This makes the cutting process more predictable since the machine should run at the 

programmed feedrate throughout and not slow down in the way that it could on other kinds of area-

clearance toolpath. 
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Financial News 

Infor to Hold Investor Conference Call to Discuss Q2 Fiscal Year 2015 Results  

8 December 2014 

 

Infor announced that it will host an investor conference call to discuss Q2 fiscal year 2015 results for 

current holders of Infor securities and other interested parties on Friday, December 12, at 11 a.m. 

Eastern time. Materials and dial-in details will be available at www.infor.com/company/investor-

information/ after 8 a.m. Eastern time Friday, December 12.  
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Infor Q2 Fiscal Year 2015 Investor Call Details 

12 December 2014 

 

Materials related to the Infor investor conference call Friday, December 12, 2014, at 11 a.m. Eastern 

Time, are provided on the Investors section of Infor's website. Dial-in details for the December 12th 

investor call are as follows: 

 US/Canada Dial-in #: (800) 850-6928 

 Int'l/Local Dial-In #: (706) 758-2754 

 Conference ID # 48252576 

A digital recording of the conference will be available for replay two hours after the call's completion. 

To access the recording, guests will use the Dial-In Number and the Conference ID listed below: 

 Encore Dial In #: (855) 859-2056 or (404) 537-3406 

 Encore Dates: 12/12/2014 14:00 EST - 12/26/2014 23:59 EST 

 Conference ID # 48252576 
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Implementation Investments 

Jade Yachts of Taiwan has chosen ShipConstructor Software 

5 December 2014 

 

Jade Yachts of Taiwan, a subsidiary of Jong Shyn Shipbuilding Company, has invested in a suite of 

ShipConstructor CAD/CAM software products for the design, engineering and construction of their 

upcoming shipbuilding projects. 

Jade Yachts builds super & mega yachts as well as other projects for discerning owners. The company is 

famed for its ICE-Class Cruiser and other high quality designs. 

With this recent purchase, Jade decided to maximize their investment by taking advantage of SSI’s new 

pricing structure for ShipConstructor software products. SSI now offers suites of applications grouped 

by specific design and engineering disciplines. Jade felt that ShipConstructor suites were the best option 

for them; providing the most flexible and cost effective method to utilize their wide range of capabilities 

across a range of project sizes. 
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Neste Jacobs Expands Partnership, Implements Use of Intergraph® Solutions Globally 

9 December 2014 

 

Neste Jacobs, a preferred solutions provider in project management and control, engineering, 

procurement, construction, installation, pre-commissioning and commissioning solutions for a wide 

http://www.infor.com/company/investor-information/
http://www.jade-yachts.com/
http://www.ssi-corporate.com/product-services/shipconstructor
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range of industries in the oil and gas, petrochemicals, chemicals and biotechnology fields, has entered 

into a multi-year agreement to use Intergraph® solutions globally. The company seeks to position itself 

as the go-to provider of engineering solutions in the increasingly competitive international marketplace 

by expanding their use of Intergraph solutions in its projects worldwide. 

Neste Jacobs is a longtime user of Intergraph solutions and is committed to establishing global expertise 

in Intergraph Smart™ 3D, Intergraph’s next-generation, data-centric and rule-driven 3D design tool. The 

Intergraph SmartPlant® Enterprise portfolio utilized by Neste Jacobs includes all the main 3D and 

schematic design systems together with the system integration layer and tools required to efficiently 

maintain and develop the design environments of these systems. This portfolio ensures Neste Jacobs’ 

position as the preferred project management and control, engineering, procurement, construction, 

installation, pre-commissioning and commissioning solutions provider for medium-sized projects. 

Teppo Kainulainen, Neste Jacobs’ Head of Engineering, said, “Neste Jacobs has been a longtime 

supporter of Intergraph solutions. Solutions from Intergraph are highly sought by owner operators and 

after identifying market trends and seeing the strong adoption of Intergraph technology, Neste Jacobs 

decided to extend the agreement globally to capture business opportunities and establish a worldwide 

offering.” 

Gerhard Sallinger, Intergraph Process, Power & Marine president, said, “The continuing relationship 

between Intergraph and Neste Jacobs has provided both companies the opportunity to work on tool 

advancements and share technology developments that are key to improving sector efficiency and easing 

challenges in the global marketplace.” 

Intergraph’s SmartPlant Enterprise offers a powerful portfolio of  design and data management 

solutions, enabling companies in the process, power, and marine industries to capture integrated 

engineering knowledge at the enterprise level for the competitive advantage needed in today’s and 

tomorrow’s market. SmartPlant Enterprise solutions enable proven productivity gains, improving 

engineering efficiency by up to 30 percent. 
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PEACEBIRD adopts Lectra Fashion PLM 

11 December 2014 

 

Lectra is pleased to announce that Chinese fast fashion company PEACEBIRD has chosen Lectra 

Fashion PLM to support its business growth strategy. 

Ningbo PEACEBIRD Fashion is a retail-oriented company, holding multiple brands for men, women, 

teens and children. The Chinese company, whose motto is “Live with my new look”, offers high-quality 

fashionable clothing at accessible prices. 

In the rapidly growing and competitive Chinese fast-fashion sector, PEACEBIRD decided to further 

develop market share and did not want to risk losing sight of the day-to-day. They needed to keep an 

aggressive design-to-shelf cycle while continuing to cater to their diverse consumer base. Thus, the 

Chinese company decided to seek a partner to help them build better products faster by streamlining 

their product lifecycle and collection management abilities. 

Lectra’s end-to-end project approach to understanding customer needs 

Lectra’s end-to-end project approach resonated with PEACEBIRD’s culture. “We chose Lectra because 
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their offer truly focuses on our needs and expectations. Lectra sees things from our perspective,” 

explains Chen Yang, PLM project manager at the Information Management Center of PEACEBIRD. 

Lectra worked closely with PEACEBIRD’s top management to learn about their business model, 

identify strengths and understand their needs. “Lectra demonstrated their expertise and how they could 

support our global expansion,” continues Chen Yang. 

As a fast-fashion company, PEACEBIRD’s greatest challenges are to improve efficiency, reduce costs 

and enhance product quality while keeping an eye on time to market. Lectra Fashion PLM will help 

PEACEBIRD meet these challenges by bridging design, development and production to improve 

collaboration and supply chain management while considering the global product-development process. 

For PEACEBIRD, Lectra is the best partner to help them meet their challenges for the long-term. “I 

believe we can leverage our competitive strengths and support our business growth strategy with 

Lectra’s expertise, best practices and advanced technologies,” concludes Chen Yang. 
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TOTAL E&P NORGE AS selects AVEVA NET for Information Management 

10 December 2014 

 

AVEVA announced that it has been selected to supply an asset visualisation and information 

management solution to TOTAL E&P NORGE AS (Total).  Built on the AVEVA NET™ software, the 

solution has been configured specifically for Total’s innovative Martin Linge fixed-platform asset on the 

Norwegian continental shelf (NCS). The new solution was rapidly delivered and is already in the 

implementation and testing phase. When fully deployed, Total will use AVEVA NET’s advanced access 

and contextualisation functionality to deliver a wide range of design, engineering and operational 

information throughout the life cycle of the Martin Linge asset. 

Through a challenging tender process, Total was convinced that AVEVA could provide the data access 

and visualisation capability needed for this project. Timely access to all types of information will 

enhance Total’s ability to make better decisions more quickly and also reduce risk. Total were 

particularly impressed with how open the AVEVA solution can be, allowing Total to work with their 

existing data in different tools, such as Documentum, OpenText, AVEVA’s own design and engineering 

software and other third party applications. 

‘AVEVA’s solutions are all developed with a focus on maintaining integrity across the life cycle of the 

Digital Asset,’ said Helmut Schuller, Executive Vice President, Global Sales, AVEVA. ‘The creation 

and maintenance of an accurate Digital Asset enables our customers to master change on complex 

projects and throughout the life of their facilities.  This is particularly important for The Martin Linge 

development and we feel that this decision by Total is a very strong endorsement of the industry-leading 

solutions and services that we can offer to the oil & gas sector.’ 

The Martin Linge field is estimated to hold oil & gas reserves of about 190 million barrels of oil 

equivalent. The project will set a precedent for sustainability by supplying the field’s power needs from 

the Norwegian mainland grid via a 162 km subsea cable. This innovation will reduce CO emissions by 

two million metric tons per annum. Production is due to start in the fourth quarter of 2016. 

AVEVA has a strong presence in Norway, having a sales and support office in Oslo and a Centre of 

Excellence for Operations Integrity Management Solutions in Stavanger, which serves an increasing 
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number of National and International Oil Companies. 
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Product News 
 

3D CAD Data Authoring and Publishing: KISTERS 3DViewStation V2014.2 

9 December 2014 

 

KISTERS has announced the release 2014.2 of the 3DViewStation. The KISTERS 3DViewStation is 

known for the modern user-interface, high performance 3D-viewing and Digital MockUp (DMU), 

current and mature CAD-importers for i.e. Catia, NX, Creo, SolidWorks, JT, 3D-PDF and STEP plus a 

reasonable set of functional tools to view, analyze and communicate 3D-data as i.e. STEP, JT or 3D-

PDF. 

3DViewStation V2014.2 ships with a fresh Office compliant user interface and provides functionality, 

which can be leveraged by the user quite intuitively. The focus of the latest developments has been set to 

3D CAD authoring and publishing capabilities. 

There have been several enhancements in the area of file formats: support for Catia V5-6 2014 (R24), 

Creo 3, Inventor 2015 and SolidEdge ST7 has been added. Besides Catia drawings 3DViewStation now 

support reading of 2D PDF as the general 2D reading strategy. For the special case of PDF 

3DViewStation now loads PDF in 2D mode first and after clicking on it will load the 3D object in a 

separate window for further analysis. 3DViewStation does not only support reading of PMIs and PMI 

views, but also allows to export PMIs and translates markups and dimensions into PMIs during export. 

For customer who prefer to use Adobe Reader in some processes, 3DViewStation now offers a new 

template incl. views carousel and editable form fields, which might get populated via an associated 

XML during runtime, even in an integrated environment. With PDF the part list item to geometry and 

PMI to feature associativity will be retained. 

Other news include re-tesselation of geometries, if loaded in BREP mode, multiple sections and model 

tree manipulations like create, delete, rename and copy & paste of tree items. If the user now tries to 

load an unknown file format, 3DViewStation will now launch the standard application of the local 

machine – if defined. 

The KISTERS 3DViewStation is developed very close to customer requirements, available as Desktop, 

ActiveX and HTML5 WebViewer product-version. All product flavors are intended to be used together 

with a PLM-, ERP- or other management system – all necessary APIs are provided. For cloud, portal 

and web-solutions there is a HTML5-based Browser solution available, which does not require any 

client installation at all. All file formats can be used in combination with the intelligent navigation- and 

hyperlinking features to address needs of complex integration scenarios. 
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Aras Releases Microsoft Azure Certified Cloud PLM Suite 

8 December 2014 

 

Aras® today announced the availability of a Microsoft Azure Certified version of the Aras Innovator® 

enterprise PLM solution in the Azure virtual machine gallery of cloud applications in the Azure 

Marketplace. The new Aras offering is ideal for global companies with an Azure account that need to 

quickly deploy a full PLM suite for the supply chain, joint ventures, fast moving product lines and other 

applications. Learn more at http://aras.com/plm/002806  

With the Azure Certified version of Aras companies can provision a secure, full-featured PLM solution 

in minutes, complete with Bill of Materials / BOM management, document management, revision & 

versioning, check-in/out file vaulting, item & file relationships, classification, configuration 

management, change workflows with effectivity, project portfolio dashboards, stage-gate project 

management and more. 

Aras on Azure is ideal for business initiatives that must be up and running quickly, those with short-term 

/ finite durations, and programs where eliminating PLM license expenses matters. Scenarios include new 

product collaboration with customers and suppliers, joint ventures that require a standalone PLM 

environment, and projects that fall outside the scope of the existing legacy PLM system. Aras on Azure 

also offers an easy, cost-effective way to evaluate the Aras Innovator suite. 

Azure is the only major cloud platform ranked by Gartner as a leader for both infrastructure-as-a-service 

(IaaS) and platform-as-a-service (PaaS). This powerful combination of managed and unmanaged 

services gives businesses flexibility to build, deploy and manage applications. That’s why more than 

57% of Fortune 500 companies rely on Azure today. 

“Global enterprises need new alternatives for non-traditional PLM scenarios like joint ventures and 

supply chain collaboration where it’s not an option to use the existing legacy PLM system,” said Peter 

Schroer, President of Aras. “With Microsoft, we’re delivering a complete Cloud PLM offering that can 

be used for projects and product lines that don’t fit in the conventional PLM box.” 

“Companies can deploy Azure Certified cloud applications such as Aras with confidence knowing that 

each solution has received certification on Azure,” said Garth Fort, General Manager of Enterprise 

Partners, Microsoft. “Aras can be directly deployed in the Azure Certified gallery in the Azure 

Marketplace giving customers a powerful new way to access enterprise PLM.” 
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CCE Updates Unified Parasolid Interface (UIOp) Libraries with New CAD Format Support 

10 December 2014 

 

CCE has released a new update of its Unified Interop (UIOp) libraries, version 29.5. 

"UIOp provides an extremely powerful, yet easy-to-deploy interface to translate multiple CAD formats 

to Parasolid," said Vinay Wagle, CCE's VP of Marketing and Sales. "With UIOp's unified API, our ISV 

partners have been able to implement the technology in less than a day, compared to the weeks it 

normally takes to integrate such broad CAD interop support," added Wagle. 

http://aras.com/plm/002806
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UIOp now also provides read access to parts and assemblies from Creo 3.0, Solid Edge ST7, and 

Autodesk Inventor 2015. In addition, support has been added to translate Rhino and ACIS files to 

Parasolid. 

A new option is now provided to select the configuration of the file to be translated; this feature is 

available for SOLIDWORKS and Solid Edge. There is also a significant enhancement in the 

performance of all the Parasolid translators in UIOp. 

The CATIA V5 translator in UIOp now supports CGR files and Multi-CAD assemblies. Sketch entities 

are now created under separate groups in order to enable applications to create model trees, as is, in 

CAD software. In addition, assembly support has been enhanced to search for missing components in 

user specified folders, besides translating the parts in the assembly. 

The CATIA V6 translator has been enhanced to support Publication entities for bodies, faces, and 

vertices. This is already available for the CATIA V5 translator and the implementation of Publication 

entities is via user-defined attributes. Publication is a very useful concept in CATIA V5/V6 product 

design to identify or expose a geometric entity, in a model, with a unique user-provided name. The 

entity can be functionally important for downstream processes or used by applications for automating 

tasks in their domain (Assembly Design or Analysis, etc.) 

Likewise, the Solid Edge translator has been enhanced to support assembly level features and entity 

persistence ID for bodies and their associated faces. 
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Delcam Extends Support for Multi-Tasking Machines in new PartMaker CAM 

8 December 2014 

 

Delcam has released PartMaker 2015, the latest version of its PartMaker CAM software for 

programming CNC mills, lathes, wire EDM equipment, turn-mill centres and Swiss-type lathes.  Major 

highlights of PartMaker 2015 include improved support for today’s latest breed of multi-tasking 

machine tools, such as vertical mill-turns, more powerful milling and turning functionality, and a unique 

approach to post processing for multi-axis turn-mill centres and Swiss-type lathes, among other 

productivity enhancements. 

Comprehensive details on all the new features and functionality in PartMaker 2015 can be found at the 

learning zone at www.delcam.tv/pmk2015/lz/. 

"The innovations in PartMaker 2015 include a unique blend of productivity enhancements that both new 

and existing users of the software are going to love, along with a host of utterly unique and innovative 

technology that can’t be found anywhere else,” claimed PartMaker Inc. President, Hanan 

Fishman.  "PartMaker 2015 extends support of the product’s patented approach to programming multi-

tasking machine tools to include today’s latest breed of multi-function machines, allowing our customers 

to stay on the leading edge of multi-task machining.” 

PartMaker 2015 includes specialist support for a new breed of machine tools that has been growing 

steadily in popularity in recent years called vertical mill-turns.  These machine tools provide the turning 

functionality typically found on a vertical-turret lathe with the milling capabilities of a five-axis vertical 

machining centre.  

PartMaker 2015 also offers support for turret-based Swiss lathes with programmable B-axis live-tooling 

http://www.delcam.tv/pmk2015/lz/
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attachments, as well as more intuitive handing of angled live-tooling attachments. 

Also headlining in PartMaker 2015 is a unique approach to post-processing for multi-tasking machine 

tools.  This new approach includes a variety of improvements to the software’s post-processing 

technology, together with new software functionality to help guide users on how to take best advantage 

of the unique capabilities of their specific multi-tasking machine tools. 
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Festo Design Tool 3D for Error-Free Configuration and Ordering of Pneumatic Systems 

9 December 2014 

 

Fast, reliable and efficient – the configuration software Festo Design Tool 3D reduces the risk of errors 

when designing and ordering system modules and offers greater convenience. The Festo Design Tool 

3D was developed in cooperation with CADENAS the software manufacturer from Augsburg. 

Delivering system modules as a complete package with one order item simplifies logistics and assembly 

operations. 

Until now, there was always a residual risk when dimensioning and ordering pneumatic drives. Many 

individual system components had to be placed manually by designers using CAD systems, and the 

result was long lists of items to be ordered. The potential for errors was therefore large. 

More security 

There is now an answer to this problem – the new Festo Design Tool 3D provides more security. Fast, 

reliable and efficient, this configuration software provides a convenient way of dimensioning standard 

cylinder modules with accessories in all the usual CAD formats. 

The Festo Design Tool 3D for pneumatic systems genuinely reduces the amount of system design work 

and therefore saves a considerable amount of time. The risk of errors when compiling parts lists and 

ordering individual components is significantly lowered. 

Fast installation, simple selection 

This tool can be installed locally on the user's own computer in just a few steps and is then fully 

operational. (Download in the Festo support portal: here) The Festo Design Tool 3D not only allows the 

required pneumatic drive to be selected easily but also automatically places the chosen accessories on 

the cylinder in accordance with the user's needs. 

All that system designers need to decide is whether they would like to receive a complete cylinder 

module pre-assembled in accordance with the client's needs or would rather have a so-called "PrePack" 

as part of a complete package. Finally, the modern CAD configuration software generates one order 

item in the Online Shop basket. By following this specific procedure with the Festo Design Tool 3D, 

users can avoid inadvertent errors in the type codes in parts lists and in the relationships between 

components in CAD drawings. This procedure also reduces the amount of work needed in all subsequent 

departments. 

http://www.festo.com/net/SupportPortal/default.aspx?documentId=360210
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Saves time and work 

Whether they are engineers, buyers, storekeepers or installation technicians, the new CAD configuration 

software Festo Design Tool 3D offers all users more security and reduces their workload. The simple 

graphic overview of accessories, the automatic error-free placing of accessories, the elimination of the 

need for individual downloads and the efficient way in which an order can be placed with one order item 

– all this minimises the risk of configuration errors and saves time all along the entire value chain. 

The subsequent delivery as a single package makes project engineering simpler and also reduces 

packaging waste. Whether supplied pre-assembled or as a "PrePack", the installation of pneumatic 

drives with the Festo Design Tool 3D is secure and reliable. 
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Graebert Announces Widespread Availability of New Software 

9 December 2014 

 

Graebert™ GmbH announced immediate availability of its acclaimed ARES™ Commander 2015 

2D/3D CAD package on all three desktop operating systems: Microsoft® Windows®, Apple® Mac® 

OS X™ and Linux®. 

A full list of new features is available at www.graebert.com – 30-day free software downloads for 

Windows (32- and 64-bit), OS X and Linux 64-bit, as well as videos, social media information and 

additional documentation may be found there as well. Graebert-developed CAD technologies are in use 

by more than 7M design professionals in more than 100 countries in 14 languages through not only 

ARES Commander, but also dozens of OEM partner solutions including DraftSight® and CorelCAD™ 

(which are both powered by the ARES CAD engine). 

The company has also released ARES Touch 2015 Beta, the world’s first DWG-based CAD solution for 

Google® Android®. Each user of ARES Commander 2015 will also receive ARES Touch for one year, 

renewable for successive one year terms with the Graebert subscription. Developers and CAD 

aficionados can also apply to join the final Beta phase on www.graebert.com/arestouch. 

To enable the widespread adoption of Android in the CAD world, Graebert is offering a unique holiday 

promotion: for each perpetual license of ARES Commander 2015, Graebert will offer a €/$399 

Amazon® Gift card to purchase a premium Android tablet such as the new Samsung® Galaxy® S Tab 

8.4. The offer is valid until December 23, 2014 from Graebert's online store and participating resellers. 

ARES Commander 2015 and ARES Touch enable Graebert's unique "cross-device CAD experience", 

first introduced at the Graebert 2014 annual meeting. Graebert now allows users to work from multiple 

computers or mobile devices. 

With the LicenseToGo feature, the same user can work for a defined period of time on other computers 

at the office, at home or on the go. The LicenseToGo feature allows users to seamlessly work with 

different computers on Windows, Mac, Linux while ARES Touch extends the workflow to Android – an 

industry first. A video outlining the benefits of this may be watched at http://youtu.be/0tIsRVo7YIM 

"Through a combination of hard work and an acclaimed product line, Graebert has established itself as 

the second-largest and fastest-growing CAD community with millions of professionals using our 

solutions,” said Wilfried Graebert, founder and CEO of Graebert GmbH. “We provide unique features 

and unrivaled flexibility, while our historical competitor is pushing its customers into a subscription-

http://horizonpr.us1.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=d7aed5c8f1c6da05338626e41&id=ed8c19b9bb&e=edd70aa1e5
http://www.graebert.com/arestouch
http://youtu.be/0tIsRVo7YIM
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only business model. More than a cost-effective alternative, Graebert has established ARES as a 

reference for innovation in the CAD market." 
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GTX Corporation Announces GTXImage CAD
TM

 Series, Version 18.0 

9 December 2014 

 

GTX
®
 Corporation announced the newest release of its popular GTXImage CAD™ Series, Version 

18.0. 

The new GTXImage CAD Series, Version 18.0 enhancements and features include: 

• Full AutoCAD 2015 DWG/DXF compatibility 

• Support for Microsoft® Windows® 8 and Windows® 7, 32- and 64-bit operating systems 

• New User Interface with enhanced Icons, Ribbons, and Toolbars which incorporate the new 

Light and Dark theme environments of AutoCAD 2015 

• Reengineered Rasterization Engine supports the new CAD entities including blocks with 

attributes, angled text and geometry 

• New Installation for Windows 8 and Windows 7 PCs to alleviate any security permission issues 

• Improved Licensing - Package and Borrow facility options for Network Flex LM licensing. 

• PDF support, open and save a color or black and white PDF file – once open, the files can be 

edited and then saved to a TIF format or a PDF 

• Intelligent Object Picking™ (IOP) raster selection enhancements include selecting raster within a 

Rotated Rectangle and selecting raster inside & crossing a rotated rectangle -- allowing users to 

have more precise raster selection 

• Includes Raster editing commands that support Raster Text, HybridMode, and Rotated 

Rectangles 

• 22+ Raster editing commands — including raster snap modes 

• Software licensing – FLEXENABLED™ using Flexera® FLEXnet Publisher licensing 

technology for either standalone single-user installation or for multiple users with networked 

installation 

• Automatic Image Cleanup — noise removal and deskew (U.S. Patent No. 7,016,536) 

• GTXImage CAD Series, Version 18.0 — available in English, French and German 

• Enhanced ‘HELP’ mechanism and easier installation 

Consisting of GTXImage CAD and GTXImage CAD PLUS, the new GTXImage CAD™ Series, 

Version 18.0 products combine the best of both worlds; the GTX image clean-up, raster and hybrid 

editing, raster-to-vector conversion and Intelligent Character Recognition (GTXICR™) along with the 

AutoCAD OEM engine for the high quality 2D drafting tools and guaranteed 100% compatibility with 

the latest DWG/DXF and other AutoCAD formats. 

Andrew M. Ling, President and CEO of GTX Corporation, stated, “The new GTXImage CAD™ Series, 

Version 18.0 meets the demands of engineering designers by streamlining the processes. This latest 
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release includes many improvements including the support for Microsoft® Windows 8, 64-bit operating 

systems, PDF support, and the Package and Borrow Licensing options so organizations can really take 

full advantage of the programs enhancements and simplify their engineering design tasks.”  

Mr. Ling added, “Celebrating over 30 years in the industry, we continue our tradition of improving our 

customers’ productivity and efficiency. And, with the benefits of Microsoft Windows 8, innovative 

technology, and excellent customer service, our customers using the GTXImage CAD Series, Version 

18.0 will be able to manage their new design and archival files with ease.” 
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Latest Release of Synopsys' LightTools Delivers Advanced Features for Illumination Design 

8 December 2014 

 

Synopsys, Inc. today announced the availability of version 8.2 of its LightTools® illumination design 

software, which delivers advanced modeling and analysis features for illumination design. These 

features provide optical design engineers with new options for modeling and optimizing complex 

lighting systems with even greater control, speed and flexibility. 

"Synopsys' LightTools 8.2 includes robust new features that extend the software's support for the design 

of complex illumination systems," said George Bayz, vice president and general manager of Synopsys' 

Optical Solutions Group. "For example, by supporting 3D textures on curved surfaces, LightTools 

provides illumination designers with a powerful, intuitive tool to maximize light extraction and control 

the scattering of light in a wide range of applications, including complex light pipes, non-planar 

backlights and surfaces designed to control the illumination pattern in general lighting designs." 

3D Textures on Curved Surfaces 

LightTools 3D textures, which allow designers to model patterns of repeating structures on an optical 

surface, can now be applied to curved surfaces in LightTools. This feature provides a high degree of 

control, speed and flexibility to enhance a lighting system's intensity and distribution. For example, the 

number of structures on a surface can include millions of elements with minimal impact on LightTools' 

speed and performance. In addition, elements are available in many predefined, industry-standard 

shapes, but designers can also define custom shapes to meet special performance and manufacturing 

requirements. This feature is particularly useful for the design of complex curved surfaces used in 

automotive lighting, light pipes, backlit displays, optics for luminaires, and LED coupler optics. 

"With the capability for placing micro-lenses on curved surfaces in LightTools, our designers are able to 

directly optimize lighting designs without having to repeatedly interact with a separate mechanical 3D 

model," said Wu Jiang, director of optics at LedEngin, Inc. "This is a much more convenient, efficient 

design process. Having the ability to place micro-structures on curved surfaces is also essential for 

achieving a desired color quality, which is increasingly important for the general lighting market." 

Unified Glare Rating Utility 

Unified Glare Rating (UGR) indicates the approximate glare of lamps for a given observer location and 

arrangement of luminaires in a rectangular room. The Unified Glare Rating utility now provided with 

LightTools calculates the UGR and allows designers to optimize their luminaires to automatically 

improve the glare rating. The utility uses standard conditions as defined in CIE 190:2010, the latest 

specification provided by the International Commission on Illumination. 
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Polarization Analysis Enhancements 

LightTools version 8.2 includes enhancements that make the analysis of polarized light faster and easier. 

This is particularly useful for the analysis of digital projectors and backlit displays. 

 Designers can now include polarization data when exporting receiver ray data. This allows ray 

data files to replicate sources with significant polarization characteristics, which saves simulation 

time, and also allows designers to share source performance data without exposing details of the 

source construction. 

 A new receiver filter has been added to allow designers to capture ray data pertaining to a linear 

polarizer. This eliminates the need to create an actual polarizing element in the model to explore 

the polarization state of the light at a receiver, saving time and allowing different polarization 

states to be analyzed without running repeated simulations. 
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New App Provides Millions of 3D CAD Models for Autodesk Fusion 360 

5 December 2014 

 

CADENAS publishes the new parts4cad app for users of the cloud-based design and planning tool 

Autodesk Fusion 360. By means of the app, created by the software manufacturer from Augsburg, 

engineers have access to millions of 3D CAD models from more than 400 certified manufacturer 

catalogs. The desired components can be configured individually and afterwards integrated directly into 

existing designs in Autodesk Fusion 360. 

“With the new parts4cad app for Autodesk Fusion 360 we offer users the possibility to easily call up the 

numerous manufacturer catalogs directly in the CAD system and install the 3D CAD models with one 

click“, says Jürgen Heimbach, CEO of CADENAS. “To us this approach is a novelty. We are confident 

that this will once again revolutionize the market.“ 

Cloud-based design independent of time and place 

Autodesk Fusion 360 is an encompassing cloud-based solution for 3D modeling. Designers and 

engineers create their product conceptions in the cloud in 3D and together with others they work on it. 

The cloud technology behind Autodesk Fusion 360 allows access at any time and at any location with 

virtually any mobile device or internet browser. This way decisive contents are put in the center of the 

design and development process. 
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New version of the BIMobject® App updated for AutoCAD 

3 December 2014 

 

BIMobject announces the release and immediate availability to download the BIMobject® AutoCAD 
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App. The App allows AutoCAD users to easily, search and download thousands of Manufacture specific 

AutoCAD components, directly into their projects. 

The updated App now includes support for AutoCAD 2015 and AutoCAD 2015 based products. The 

updated app also includes the information function. The information functionality allows AutoCAD 

users to select downloaded objects and find extended information regarding the specific product on the 

BIMobject product portal, giving you up to date product information at the simple click of a button. 

Here are a few of the user benefits of the BIMobject® AutoCAD App: 

 Access to thousands of free manufacture specific AutoCAD components 

 Fast and easy search functionality from within AutoCAD 

 Up to date product information 

 Communicate directly with manufactures from within AutoCAD 

 Receive notifications of updated products 
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OpenFOAM Foundation releases OpenFOAM® 2.3.1 

10 December 2014 

 

The OpenFOAM Foundation is pleased to announce the release of version 2.3.1 of the OpenFOAM 

open source CFD toolbox. The release coincides with the 10th Anniversary of the first release of 

OpenFOAM (version 1.0) by the project founders: Henry Weller, Chris Greenshields and Mattijs 

Janssens. 

Version 2.3.1 consolidates the major version 2.3.0 release through a large number of bug fixes and code 

improvements, included in over 400 code commits and over 800 file changes. OpenFOAM v2.3.1 is 

distributed under the General Public Licence by the OpenFOAM Foundation as: 

 Deb packs created for Ubuntu Linux; 

 source code for compilation on other Linux systems. 

Version 2.3.1 also contains small, new developments, some of which are listed below. See the version 

2.3.0 release announcement for information about the new features in the 2.3 series of OpenFOAM 

software. 

Pre-processing 

A new fixedNormalInletOutletVelocity boundary condition (BC) has been added in 2.3.1; the 

pressureInletOutletVelocityBC now optionally includes a specified tangential component for velocity. 

Meshing 

snappyHexMesh includes some feature enhancements including allowing empty refinement surfaces and 

improved feature refinement with parallel running; a new searchableSurface has been introduced 

called searchableDisk, which defines a circular disk by origin, normal and radius; the Bspline 

functionality has been reintroduced toblockMesh. 

Thermophysical modelling 

Support has been added for PengRobinsonGas equation of state. 

http://www.openfoam.org/download/version1.0.php
http://www.openfoam.org/download/version1.0.php
http://www.openfoam.org/version2.3.0
http://www.openfoam.org/licence.php
http://www.openfoam.org/
http://www.openfoam.org/download/ubuntu.php
http://www.openfoam.org/download/source.php
http://www.openfoam.org/version2.3.0
http://www.openfoam.org/version2.3.0
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Turbulence modelling 

The kOmegaSST model has been upgraded and support for multiphase operation has been included in 

thebuoyantKEpsilon and continuousGasKEpsilon models. 

Multiphase modelling 

 The twoPhaseEulerFoam multiphase solver has been rewritten to be fully conservative in mass, 

momentum and energy. This development required additions to fvmDdt/fvcDdt to support time 

derivatives of triples. Conservation requires convergence of the equation system, so ‘PIMPLE’ 

outer correctors have been introduced to the tutorial examples. 

 The driftFluxFoam solver has now replaced settlingFoam, providing the functionality 

of settlingFoam and more, with the modelling written using OpenFOAM’s standard run-time 

selection mechanism and including multiple reference frames (MRF). 

 A dynamic mesh potentialFreeSurfaceDyMFoam solver has been introduced with 

accompanying oscillatingBox tutorial. 

Particle methods 

Improvements have been incorporated to deal with ‘stuck’ particles and a new Lagrangian turbulence 

library has been created for the new turbulence modelling structure. 

Post-processing 

A new vorticity function object has been added in this release. 

Other 

The run-time code compilation, e.g. using the #codeStream directive, and systemCall function object are 

now activated by default in 2.3.1; they can be deactivated by setting allowSystemOperations switch off 

(= 0) in the globalcontrolDict file in the etc directory of the OpenFOAM installation. 
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ShipConstructor 2015 R2 Release Enhances Communication 

3 December 2014 

 

One of the biggest determinants of productivity in shipbuilding is clear, effective and efficient 

communication. In recognition of this fact, SSI's ShipConstructor 2015 R2 release is geared towards 

substantial improvements in how information is conveyed. 

Improve Your Welding Processes 

SSI continues to make advancements in regards to how ShipConstructor facilitates the modeling and 

management of welding. Welding can represent 20-30% of production hours and approximately 10% of 

total cost so improvements in this area have immediate bottom line implications. 

Adopt Japanese-Style Advanced Engineering/Production Techniques 

ShipConstructor 2015 R2 further facilitates communication, quality, and efficiency by enabling the 

seamless adoption of advanced Japanese-style engineering and production techniques. This is 

accomplished via the introduction of catalog-based standards to dynamically manage property markings 

on parts. 

http://www.openfoam.org/version2.0.0/runtime-control.php
http://www.ssi-corporate.com/product-services/whats-new
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Gain Early Access to Productivity Enhancements with the Subscription Advantage Pack 

The Subscription Advantage Pack for this release allows ShipConstructor Subscribers to become early 

adopters of features with related communication enhancing benefits. A UDA editor allows User Defined 

Attributes to be managed on a global basis. A new Weld Manager Palette makes the most relevant 

welding information more easily apparent. Finally, the Subscription Advantage Pack for this release 

includes ShipConstructor Sheet Sets which speeds up the creation of production packages by adding 

ShipConstructor functionality to the Autodesk Sheet Set tool. This allows documentation to be easily 

grouped and managed as sets, a key part of generating production packages. 
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ZWCAD+ 2015 SP1 Release: Larger Memory Processing Capability and Many More 

5 December 2014 

 

ZWCAD Design announced the release of ZWCAD+ 2015 SP1 with new features and enhancements 

such as Large Memory Processing, Google Earth Export, Interaction with ZW3D, 8 more DOSLib 

functions and many more. 

Based on feedback on ZWCAD+ 2015, ZWCAD+ 2015 SP1 has added new features aiming directly at 

improving the user experience of the software and the design workflow. Users will experience faster 

speed in opening large files, more flexible Google Earth import and export as well as convenient switch 

between ZWCAD+ and ZW3D. Highlights of ZWCAD+ 2015 SP1 include: 

Large Memory Processing---For computers with a RAM not less than 3GB, ZWCAD+2015 SP1 can 

possess many more memory resources, which enables designers to process large files without constant 

crashes. 

Google Earth Export---By easily acquiring accurate location information by GEIN and generating 

KML file by GEOUT, designers can accurately review their design on Google Earth. 

Interaction with ZW3D---ZWCAD+2015-SP1 allows swift switch between ZWCAD+ and ZW3D. 

When users trigger the command 3DOPEN, DWG/DXF files will be transferred into Z3 format and 

opened in ZW3D automatically. 

VBA and LISP new functions---ZWCAD+ 2015-SP1 brings 8 more LISP and new VBA method and 

objects to facilitate developers to easily call functions. 

Other enhancements like optimized process principle of high priority from code level can ensure correct 

image size, unit and resolution display; improved block function will avoid problems related to 

unexpected displacement of references. 

“ZWCAD+ takes pride in its ease-of-use and easily-accessible workflow,” said Daniel Huang, Product 

Manager of ZWCAD+. “This time around, ZWCAD Design again offers more fluent design experience 

by featuring Google Earth Export, Interaction with ZW3D and so on to better illustrate this.” 
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