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CIMdata News 

Aras Innovator 11: Making Collaboration Flow, Visually: a CIMdata Commentary   

11 February 2015 

 

Key takeaways: 

 PLM technology advancement and greater focus on real world use cases are making 

collaboration easier and more secure 

 Enterprises are trying to enable more freeform input and communication during the product 

lifecycle to improve their products and services while new software technologies and mobile 

devices are making it easier for a much wider range of stakeholders to participate 

 Aras’ HTML5-based Visual Collaboration capability deeply embeds functionality in the PLM 

platform for secure threaded discussions and for view and markup of many formats including 
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3D, 2D, Microsoft Office and other data types at no additional charge 

 The Aras Flow application for Microsoft Windows 8.1 tablet devices combines change 

management with social discussions within the context of the product structure as well as touch-

enabled visual collaboration 

Collaboration in the Enterprise 

Collaboration technology used in the enterprise has evolved dramatically over the last decade. Files 

stored on shared drives and email used to dominate the landscape. While a huge improvement over 

paper documents, meetings, and phone calls, this was still disconnected, disjointed, lacking context, and 

not secure. Enterprise solutions such as ERP and document management operated as disconnected silos 

that focused on released or production information, ignoring work in process (WIP), and provided 

limited process modeling capability. Websites were primarily oriented for consumption, either with 

static HTML pages or, at best, basic forms that used simple backend scripts. Product data management 

(PDM) solutions address some of the issues with collaboration by supporting WIP and process 

modeling, but computing and licensing requirements limited broad deployment. 

Today we’ve had an explosion in communication and collaboration technology supported by PLM-

enabling technology. In addition to desktop and laptop computers, mobile devices including tablets and 

smartphones supporting a myriad of software tools have enabled data sharing and collaboration and 

many new ways to communicate. Web-based access to enterprise solutions has expanded access across 

more of the enterprise and PLM solutions have helped to connect disparate product information sources, 

and manage product related processes. While the improvement has been significant, the downside is 

there are too many tools with too many different interfaces leading to disorganization and a poor 

experience for end users, especially business users who are not CAD savvy. 

Within product development-related organizations, much of the effort has been focused on 3D 

collaboration, including attempts to eliminate drawings by embedding annotations directly on the 3D 

model. While today’s data viewing technology works well, and is a great improvement over the past, it 

is still a point solution. There is no easy way to integrate 3D geometry with text, drawings, schematics, 

specifications, and Microsoft Office. The net result is that communication is still spread across multiple 

disconnected channels and tools, resulting in barriers between different disciplines (e.g. mechanical, 

electronics, software) and business functions such as engineering, manufacturing, quality, procurement, 

and others. These barriers are particularly evident when attempting to collaborate across the extended 

enterprise with suppliers and customers as is required in today’s business environment. 

Many companies are turning to PDF to address these issues. PDF is ubiquitous, and the format is an 

open ISO standard capable of providing a foundation to make complex product data accessible across 

the enterprise. Specifically, 3D PDF with PRC (Product Representation Compact) is a highly 

compressed 3D file format with accurate geometry that can be used to embed 3D data in a PDF file. The 

PDF format is more versatile than many other 3D-only formats because it can support compound 

documents containing text, 2D, and 3D data and the contents can easily be re-purposed and used 

elsewhere. The PDF format lowers the barriers of entry, enabling 3D along with 2D, Microsoft Office, 

and other data types to be extended further into the organization without the need for proprietary formats 

or specialized viewers thereby improving collaboration across an organization.  

Aras’ latest release, Aras Innovator 11 has added capabilities to capture ad hoc product discussions 

visually and textually within the context of the product structure. 

Aras Innovator Visual Collaboration, Aggregating Data for Decisions 

For some time Aras has been a disruptor within the PLM space both with its technology and with its 
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business model. Aras Innovator is a modern platform based on an architecture that’s flexible, scalable, 

and resilient. The model-based service oriented architecture (SOA) makes customization easy and 

readily supports upward compatibility even when heavily customized. CIMdata explored this topic in 

detail in an earlier commentary.
1
 From the beginning, Aras has focused on solving difficult PLM-related 

problems such as complex configuration management, global product development, EBOM/MBOM 

integration, and cross-discipline engineering of systems. Their enterprise open source approach allows 

anyone to download the product and use it in full production without cost for many PLM use cases and 

processes. Aras makes their money from optional SaaS subscriptions which provide security updates, 

support, upgrades, and access to additional functionality. Aras’ technology enables them to offer no 

charge upgrades to subscribers, a unique offering that competitors have not matched. 

Aras shared the capabilities of their recently released Version 11 with CIMdata. The most significant 

enhancement in the release is a new capability known as Visual Collaboration that is built into the 

underlying platform. It contains very capable view and markup functionality that uses PDF including 3D 

PDF/PRC as its neutral format. In addition, Aras has added context-sensitive discussion threads linked 

directly to PLM objects and processes. The discussion threads can include viewables with markups in 

the comment stream and are embedded deep within the platform’s object model using what Aras calls 

secure social technology. Out-of-the-box features of this capability include comment streams associated 

with BOMs, parts, models, drawings, documents, and the enterprise change process. Importantly, the 

comment streams fully respect the security model protecting intellectual property, something lacking in 

many other “socially conscious” applications.  

Visual Collaboration is more than just a bolt-on viewer. Aras Innovator 11 has converters to 

automatically create 2D and 3D PDF documents from most common authoring tools including MCAD, 

ECAD and Microsoft Office. Metadata, text, 2D, and 3D data can be dynamically combined to generate 

PDF documents. A browser-based viewing capability is embedded in the platform enabling view, 

measure, and markup of all data types including text, images, 2D, and 3D data. The comments and 

markup information are captured in the context of the product configuration and are subject to the each 

user’s security profile. Entered text is stored in the database so it is searchable and can be included in 

reports. Standalone discussions are also supported. Best of all, the solution is HTML5-based meaning 

there is no software or plugins to install. 

In keeping with the Aras philosophy of easy, resilient customization, Visual Collaboration is 

configurable and extensible. Commenting can be enabled or disabled at the object level. It is extensible 

across Aras Innovator functionality including custom forms and workflows, and can integrate with other 

enterprise systems because it is embedded in the platform as a core service. 

Aras’ subscription model provides every user with access to Visual Collaboration functionality with no 

extra cost. This simplifies access to data, enabling more effective communication between all 

stakeholders. In addition, Aras recently released a mobile tablet app, Aras Flow, for Windows 8 devices, 

that combines change workflow review and approval with the Visual Collaboration capabilities, 

including discussions with markup and commenting. Aras Flow, shown in Figure 1, supports new use 

cases enabled by mobile technology such as taking pictures, videos, or audio recordings of product 

issues on the shop floor or in the field to more accurately describe problems within the context of the 

product structure. It is good to see an app leveraging mobile technologies to extend the PLM solution to 

additional users and use cases. 

                                                 
1
 https://www.cimdata.com/en/resources/complimentary-reports-research/commentaries/item/551-aras-innovator-
redefining-customization-upgrades-commentary 

https://www.cimdata.com/en/resources/complimentary-reports-research/commentaries/item/551-aras-innovator-redefining-customization-upgrades-commentary
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Figure 1—Aras Flow, integrated with Aras Innovator 11 

(Courtesy of Aras) 

Summary 

Collaboration enabling technology has progressed significantly over the past decade and is making 

product information more accessible to the enterprise. The open PDF format with added support for 3D 

visualization and accurate measurement with 3D PDF/PRC is gaining traction as a solution to many 

collaboration issues. Aras’ latest release, Aras Innovator 11, has new capabilities to enable collaboration 

across the lifecycle including visualization, secure discussions, and mobile enablement. Visual 

Collaboration is an easy to use feature for all types of data managed within an Aras Innovator PLM 

environment. It supports collaboration with traditional view and markup capabilities, while adding 

secure social capabilities including visual comments and threaded discussions to the product record. 

With appropriate permission, anyone in the extended enterprise can participate in a discussion associated 

with a product structure, part, model, ECO, or drawing. In addition, a new mobile tablet app, Aras Flow, 

fully supports Visual Collaboration enabling new use cases such as shop floor and field support access 

to 2D and 3D data. 

Enabling visual collaboration for all PLM users with no added charges and including mobile is 

significant, and should help to finally capture the “why” of design intent along with other product-

related decisions across the lifecycle. The underlying secure social technology is exceptional in the PLM 

space and CIMdata sees Aras once again disrupting the status quo.  

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, an independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize an 

enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM). CIMdata provides world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-

practice methods on PLM. CIMdata also offers research, subscription services, publications, and 

education through international conferences. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website 

at http://www.CIMdata.com or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108, 

USA. Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV Weert, The 

Netherlands. Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 
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Making the Virtual Real: Siemens PLM Software Goes Into Space, Again: a CIMdata Commentary 

Key takeaways: 

 All products produced, sold, used, and supported are a result of transforming the virtual into the 

physical 

 Product lifecycle management software has proven its ability to enable aerospace companies 

around the world to meet complex and evolving challenges 

 Siemens offers a broad portfolio of aerospace-specific capabilities, and a demonstrable track 

record of success in the industry 

At the end of the day there is nothing better than witnessing a rocket launch, at least that is how people 

in the space industry see it. The PLM market is full of designs, collaborative efforts, visualizations, 

concepts, plans, ideas, and other non-physical things, but ultimately these virtual definitions turn into 

something physical. As can be said of all products produced, sold, used, and supported, they are a result 

of transforming the virtual into the physical. The reality in a product is nothing but the physical outcome 

of its product definition information, and when that definition is of something unique, something not 

seen too often, not owned by the masses—the ability to see the result of all of that data is something 

special. Seeing a rocket launch certainly fits into the category of something special. CIMdata was 

recently provided an opportunity to do just that. 

On Tuesday January 20, 2015 the United Launch Alliance (ULA), a joint venture of Lockheed Martin 

and Boeing formed in 2006, launched a United States Navy communication satellite, the third Mobile 

User Objective System satellite (MUOS-3), from Space Launch Complex-41 at Cape Canaveral Air 

Force Station, Florida (Cape Canaveral) using an Atlas V rocket. The night launch, scheduled for 7:43 

pm, proceeded at a little after 8 pm EST after the launch team successfully addressed a reported high 

altitude wind condition and communication issue. The launch was the culmination of a full-day event 

hosted by Siemens PLM Software (Siemens)—one that included a visit to the launch pad early that 

morning, a presentation from a NASA astronaut, a panel discussion, and presentations from space 

agencies and key space industry participants. The full day agenda illustrated Siemens’ commitment and 

influence in the global space industry, and how they support transforming the virtual into the physical. 

The launch marked a milestone for ULA, the 200th mission of Atlas V, the most powerful version of the 

Atlas-Centaur rocket. Besides the Atlas V, ULA provides spacecraft launch services using two other 

expendable launch systems (the Delta II and Delta IV) to the US Department of Defense (DoD) and 

NASA. The Atlas V family of Evolved Expendable Launch Vehicles (EELV) first went into service in 

August 2002. Since that time Atlas V vehicles have achieved 100 percent mission success, and this 

launch was no different. According to ULA, having been built modularly with flight-proven elements, 

the Atlas V has followed a carefully executed program of incremental improvements resulting in this 

success rate. Overall, the Atlas program has logged more than 600 launches to date. Now to the day’s 

event… 

At T-12 hours (the approximate time before launch) two motor coaches with media from North 

America, Europe, Asia, and South America, and a select number of Siemens’ employees, customers, and 

a few special guests departed for the launch pad. Upon arrival at the main gate of the U.S. Air Force’s 
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Cape Carnival sprawling (2.3 square miles) facility a few ULA employees joined the delegation upon 

which the media attendees were asked to stop filming until the launch pad was reached. Unlike the John 

F. Kennedy Space Center (KSC), which is run by NASA (a civil organization), Cape Canaveral is not 

just a secure site, but a highly restricted site that contains three active launch pads used to launch Falcon 

9, Delta IV, and Atlas V missions. The center is also the site of over 30 inactive launch pads. 

T-11 hours: As the buses approached, there it was, the 206-foot Atlas V rocket now on the pad awaiting 

its night launch. Not just another single-use, disposal product. Having rolled out of ULA’s Vertical 

Integration Facility building a few days earlier, the ULA team is preparing the rocket through its launch 

day routine, before the real show starts. Checking systems, and checking them again, before fueling and 

final count down. A big effort in itself, even when considering the years of effort that went into the 

design of the rocket and its high-tech payload, and this isn’t the first time ULA has accomplished this 

feat. Since 2006, ULA has in fact launched 91 successful missions. Like many other complex industrial 

endeavors, the challenges faced by ULA and other industry leaders include designing and delivering 

products that fulfill a rich and complex set of technical and performance requirements, at lower costs 

and quicker than ever before. As mentioned throughout the day by the presenters, product lifecycle 

management (PLM) software has proven its ability to enable aerospace companies around the world to 

meet these challenges, with solutions used throughout a product’s complete lifecycle, from concept 

through retirement. 

T-10 hours: After spending about 45 minutes outside the launch pad’s security zone, the group headed 

over to the Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex for presentations and discussions to gain additional 

insight on how Siemens is supporting the space industry with its comprehensive set of PLM-enabling 

solutions. Dr. Helmuth Ludwig, Executive Vice President of Digital Enterprise Realization and Chief 

Manufacturing Officer for Siemens PLM Software initiated the session. Dr. Ludwig outlined Siemens’ 

vision for space systems manufacturing. Core to this vision is the integration of product and production, 

and their optimization—a drive to close the loop between the virtual worlds of product and production 

design and engineering with the physical world where those designs become reality. 

Dr. Ludwig’s presentation was followed by an inspiring presentation by Mr. Ed Morris, Vice President, 

National Center for Defense Manufacturing and Machining (NCDMM) and Director, America Makes—

National Additive Manufacturing Innovation Institute. Operated by the NCDMM, America Makes 

serves as a nationally recognized additive manufacturing center of innovation excellence. Mr. Morris 

spoke on how the center is seeking to accelerate the adoption of additive manufacturing design and 

production technologies in the US by bridging the gap between basic research and technology 

development and deployment. The institute envisions a day where every school has a 3D printer. 3D 

printing and other additive manufacturing techniques are rapidly changing how companies transform 

their virtual designs into physical products. This could prove to be a breakthrough and even disruptive 

technology, not just on earth, but in space as well. Made In Space has already placed a 3D printer on the 

International Space Station. Made In Space’s Zero-G Printer was the first 3D printer designed to operate 

in zero gravity. Launched into orbit on September 21, 2014, the printer was built under a joint 

partnership between NASA’s Marshall Space Flight Center and Made In Space. This technology could 

dramatically reduce the amount of specific tools and spare parts that need to be stocked on the space 

station—why take up the storage space when you just need to print it when and if you need it? The 

evolution of 3D printing technologies in recent years has been astounding—from its roots in printing 

wax and thermoplastic to its ability to make the hardened titanium parts vital in some A&D supply 

chains. One of the day’s next speakers, Robert C. Springer, echoed this point. 
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Mr. Springer, the manager of Space Station Freedom’s element integration for Boeing Aerospace and 

Electronics Division in Huntsville, Alabama, is a former NASA astronaut and a retired US Marine 

Corps Colonel. Mr. Springer spoke of his time as an astronaut where he logged more than 237 hours in 

space as a mission specialist during his two shuttle missions—STS-29 Discovery mission in 1989 and 

STS-38 Atlantis mission in 1990. Mr. Springer commented on the challenges often faced during a 

mission in space. 

The final keynote speaker of the day was Mr. Matt Smith, VP, Engineering and Information Technology 

for ULA. In this role, Mr. Smith has enterprise-wide responsibility for engineering and IT personnel, 

processes, tools, products and services, as well as technical oversight and launch readiness certification 

activities. Mr. Smith spoke on the challenges ULA faces in today’s highly complex and rapidly evolving 

space industry. He also touched on how Siemens’ PLM software is helping ULA achieve success. 

Mr. Smith was followed by Mr. John Roth, Vice President of Business Development for Sierra Nevada 

Corporation’s Space Systems group. Mr. Roth commented on how Sierra Nevada (SNC) and others are 

supporting NASA’s “Commercializing Space” initiative, which covers commercial cargo, commercial 

crew, and national laboratory components all designed to expand access to space while enabling the 

future of human space exploration. He also commented on how SNC uses Siemens’ PLM software to 

support SNC’s Dream Chaser program. By using engineering design and simulation tools like Siemens’ 

NX software, SNC reported that they have been able to achieve a 20-22% time savings on development. 

Mr. Roth was followed by two space agency presentations that stressed the need to collaborate. Mr. 

Marco Caporicci from the European Space Agency (ESA), and Mr. Jurgen Drescher from the German 

Aerospace Center represented their organizations’ views on how space exploration is a multi-national, 

complex, and collaborative endeavor. One well suited for a robust PLM approach from CIMdata’s 

perspective. 

Finally, this portion of the day wrapped up with a panel discussion moderated by Siemens and supported 

by most of the day’s presenters. Here again, the complexity and challenges of the space industry were 

discussed and PLM’s rightful place in supporting the industry was emphasized. As with the automotive 

industry, the aerospace and defense industry has been a leader in deploying and driving PLM 

enhancements. 

T-3 hours: Next on the agenda—a somewhat unique opportunity to see space, or at least something that 

has gone into space many times. In the tradition of Disney World and other famous Florida theme parks, 

the Space Shuttle Atlantis Attraction at KSC is impressive, not just because it features the shuttle itself, 

but also because of the story the attraction tells. The majestic shuttle is right there; one can almost reach 

out and touch it. Atlantis, the second to last shuttle to be built by Rockwell International and delivered to 

NASA, flew to space and back 33 times over its 16 years in service. Like the Atlas V seen earlier in the 

day on the launch pad, the Atlantis, with its large cargo bay open to the public and all those thousands of 

ceramic tiles we heard so much about in plain sight, also represents the culmination of many thousands 

of hours of design, analysis, manufacturing, and service support. It is another great example of the 

physical result of the virtual world. 

T-2 hours: At this point, the crowd migrated to the launch viewing area—the Apollo Saturn V (ASV) 

complex—for dinner and the main event. The ASV complex is impressive, with a full Saturn V laying 

on its side inside another well thought out KSC attraction. The Saturn V program, like much of the 

shuttle program, didn’t have access to the sophisticated PLM-enabling technologies available today. 
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Drawing boards and slide rules were the tools of the day. Today’s smart phones put to shame the 

compute power the US space pioneers had available back in the 1950s, 60s, and even 70s. Today’s 

computer-aided design, simulation and analysis, visualization, data and process management, and other 

PLM-enabling software solutions are generations ahead. What ULA, SNC, and other leading space 

companies are doing today is impressive and is driving the industry rapidly forward, and Siemens is 

playing a critical role. 

 

The Atlas V on the Launch Pad 

According to Siemens, eighteen of the twenty largest companies in the aerospace industry rely on their 

solutions. Siemens offers a broad portfolio of aerospace-specific capabilities, and a demonstrable track 

record of success. As discussed by some of its customers during the day, many industry leaders rely on 

Siemens’ solutions to optimize manufacturing processes that realize their products. 

T-20 minutes. It’s go time, time to witness the launch…I just 

wish that they had told us that there was a time delay in the 

audio broadcast to the crowd. From the lawn outside the 

ASV, a sizable number of people waited, along with hundreds 

more on viewing stands next door. In the distance, pad 41’s 

massive floodlights could be easily seen. All we had to do 

now is wait for the count down. Loud speakers scattered 

throughout the viewing area provided on-going commentary 

about the rocket and its mission as well as answering 

questions coming in over a Twitter feed. The countdown ran 

longer than planned due to an identified high altitude wind 

issue and a communication glitch. Suddenly it was announced 

that the launch was a go and the countdown commenced but 

because the audio feed was delayed the Atlas V’s engines lit 

and the rocket left the pad as the announcer began the 10-

second count down. By the time the announcer said blast off 

the rocket was well into the air and the sound of its departure 

had reached the viewing area. Another Atlas V successfully 

had departed the east coast of Florida to place a satellite into 

geosynchronous orbit. Another powerful physical-world demonstration of what the virtual world of 

PLM enabled…there’s truly nothing better than witnessing a rocket launch. 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, an independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize an 

enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM). CIMdata provides world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-

practice methods on PLM. CIMdata also offers research, subscription services, publications, and 

education through international conferences. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website 

at http://www.CIMdata.com or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108, 

USA. Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV Weert, The 

Netherlands. Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

http://www.cimdata.com/
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TCS PDIT: Holistic Product Development IT Systems Transformation: a CIMdata Commentary  

9 February 2015 

 

Key takeaways: 

 About 25% of all Enterprise IT applications support product development, a far greater number 

than traditional CAD and PDM applications where organizations typically focus their IT efforts 

 Industry segments such as automotive, aerospace, high tech & telecom, and industrial machinery 

all have unique challenges, and all have legacy systems such as mainframe, in-house, and 

commercial-off-the-shelf (COTS) applications, as well as suboptimal information flows 

embedded within their business processes 

 TCS’ Product Development Information Technology (PDIT) transformation offering guides 

customers along a maturity path using a flexible framework that results in reduced operations 

and product development costs, shortened time to market, and improved product quality  

 Cost reductions obtained along the PDIT maturity path are used to reinvest on tactical and 

strategic initiatives 

Product Development Complexity 

Product development is complex in any company, especially for multi-site global manufacturing 

companies. Effective and efficient transformation of an idea into a product or service and bringing it to 

market requires coordination of many data elements and processes. Ensuring that the product definition 

is consistent and correct throughout its lifecycle across all the different data elements requires that 

people, process and technology work together in a holistic, integrated way. 

About 25% of the Enterprise IT landscape in an industrial company supports technology development 

and new product introduction, i.e., product development. In medium sized companies, twenty-five or 

more product development-related applications are typically in use, and in a large global company 

hundreds of applications can be employed. Applications that support the product definition go way 

beyond core engineering and facilitate up-stream and down-stream functions such as innovation, 

portfolio management, project management, compliance management, simulation tools, workflow 

including change management, costing analysis, manufacturing planning, CNC programming, 

configurators, technical and marketing documentation, and service manuals. Also, in many companies, 

there are tools including homegrown solutions, duplicates due to acquisitions, and departmental level 

purchases that perform overlapping or duplicate functions. Some of the homegrown applications can be 

decades old and are often not well understood by today’s employees. These tools are generally not 

integrated, operating in silos, and teams are forced to use email and shared drives to collaborate. This 

creates multiple copies of data and unrepeatable processes, ultimately adding confusion, errors and cost. 

For organizations that have grown through acquisitions, these information silos heavily, negatively 

impact the business synergies due to duplicated parts, proliferation of suppliers, redundant systems, etc.  

Major industries like automotive, aerospace, hi tech & telecom and industrial machinery have their own 

unique challenges but all have issues with capturing and using knowledge. A major concern is 

knowledge capture from retiring subject matter experts (SMEs) who understand how to work around 

poor integrations, lack of system documentation, and broken processes. In addition, multiple support 
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providers, unclear problem ownership and many other IT-related enterprise level issues are growing 

business concerns. To be successful in this fast changing world, it is mandatory to have an efficient and 

business-aligned product development IT system.  

Addressing Business Goals with IT solutions 

At CIMdata we view PLM as a business approach that optimizes people, processes, and technology 

holistically. Each of the three elements must be optimized in the context of the other two elements. 

Essentially technology enables people to execute new or updated business processes faster and easier 

while producing better products. Common goals for implementing a PLM solution include: 

 Leveraging investments and improving operational excellence and productivity  

 Improving product development budget and schedule predictability 

 Improving product quality and reducing customer issues 

 Capturing SME knowledge and fostering innovation 

Achieving these goals is difficult, and companies often seek external help from a service provider. 

Internal staff is typically focused on keeping operations running smoothly and implementing 

incremental upgrades. The right external advisors will have the skills and the necessary experience with 

technologies, deep industry knowledge, scale, and a global footprint to implement transformational 

changes. 

TCS’ PDIT Transformation 

Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) is one of the largest global enterprises focused on providing IT 

services, consulting, and business solutions. Their over 300,000 employees support virtually all 

industries. In their most recent fiscal year TCS had revenues of $13.4 Billion, with 16% year over year 

growth. Product Development Information Technology (PDIT) is TCS’ service offering to optimize and 

transform the entire product lifecycle, and has been employed by more than 50 of their clients. It 

provides clients with support for all the technology required to define and manage the product definition, 

well beyond CAD and PDM. PDIT uses a maturity model to assess a client’s current state and develop a 

path to transform the company across multiple IT, operational, service delivery, and business 

dimensions. By using a maturity model, TCS’ clients can understand the level at which they are 

operating, what improvement objectives are, and how improvements impact people, processes, and 

technology. CIMdata sees the use of maturity models as a best practice consulting methodology, and the 

gains claimed by TCS are impressive. Table 1 shows how the benefits grow as the client moves up the 

maturity path to higher maturity levels by implementing more of the transformation elements. The 

process starts simply, consolidating service delivery and addressing relatively modest issues. As the 

clients continue to mature, the improvements accumulate leading to the stage where operational 

transformation occurs, resulting in large savings. 

Table 1 – TCS PDIT Maturity Path Elements, Areas impacted and Benefits 

Increasing 

Transformation 

Maturity Maturity Elements Impacted Benefits 

Operational 

Transformation 

for Application 

Maintenance 

Single point accountability, optimized 

delivery model 

Up to 40% 

savings over 2 

years 
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and Support 

Service Delivery 

Transformation 

Improved user interaction, small application 

rationalization, simplified integrations 

2 – 5% 

productivity 

improvement 

IT 

Transformation 

Application rationalization, rebuild 

integrations, improved internal/external 

collaboration, next generation technology 

roadmap development 

Overall TCO 

reduction 

Business 

Transformation 

Process simplification, best in class IT 

enablement of business processes, closed 

loop processes, and automated data exchange 

with enterprise systems 

Improved time to 

market, quality, 

and cost benefits 

TCS’ PDIT Framework 

The TCS PDIT Framework is a modular platform used to organize and structure a company’s product 

development system. Its modules address all the elements of product development IT transformation 

including: 

 Product development processes from portfolio planning through design and collaboration to after 

sales services 

 IT systems management and integration planning and execution 

 Modern software development and global service delivery methodologies 

 Organizational change management and knowledge management 

 Alliances and partnerships with technology providers 

 The framework’s breadth and depth allows TCS’ consultants to support virtually any industry while 

being guided by a business value measurement system. The business value measurement system that 

measures the progress along the maturity path using metrics that are meaningful to the customer such as 

total cost of ownership (TCO) and business benefits tracked by key performance indicators (KPIs). 

Customer Centric Business Transformation (CCBT) is the core engine of the PDIT framework that 

enables the transformation from service delivery transformation through business transformation. CCBT 

is embedded within PDIT and has helped customers realize both qualitative and quantitative benefits. 

TCS claims several differentiators that benefit their clients. TCS can effectively transform complex 

legacy and business critical systems so they support current as well as future business processes and 

needs. They have an impressive level of experience in many different industries including automotive, 

aerospace, industrial machinery, hi tech & telecom, energy, and life sciences, etc., and are able to 

leverage that experience across all industries. CIMdata attended the 10
th

 annual TCS Customer 

Innovation Forum
2
 and visited Silicon Valley Customer Collaboration Center (SVCCC) in Santa Clara, 

California in 2014. We heard about the value provided by TCS directly from customers. In addition to 

direct customer collaboration, TCS also invests in its own intellectual property, some of which was 

recently covered in the CIMdata commentary entitled Solutions to Leverage Digital Technologies for 

                                                 
2
 https://www.cimdata.com/en/resources/complimentary-reports-research/commentaries/item/2149-tcs-from-systems-

integrator-to-systems-innovator-commentary 

https://www.cimdata.com/en/resources/complimentary-reports-research/commentaries/item/2149-tcs-from-systems-integrator-to-systems-innovator-commentary
https://www.cimdata.com/en/resources/complimentary-reports-research/commentaries/item/2149-tcs-from-systems-integrator-to-systems-innovator-commentary
file:///C:/Users/Jillian%20Hayes/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/5YCN6I41/CIMdata_Commentary_TCS_PDIT_9Feb2015.docx%23http:/www.cimdata.com/en/resources/complimentary-reports-research/commentaries/item/3227-solutions-to-leverage-digital-technologies-for-product-realization-commentary
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Product Realization.
3
  

CIMdata is pleased to see cultural change management as an element of the PDIT framework that 

deploys across the extended enterprise and includes the supply chain. Implementing organizational 

change is one of the most difficult problems to address in any IT project, and possibly the most difficult 

issue to address in transforming product development. By including cultural change management within 

the scope of PDIT, TCS is able to raise the awareness and reduce the risk of implementing a business 

transformation process by executing an appropriate cultural change management process. Beyond its 

industry experience, TCS has more than 10,000 product development engineers working in teams 

distributed around the world. They have a deep understanding of tools through their experience of 

designing and engineering actual products. The resulting depth and breadth of experiences helps TCS 

design and execute effective cultural change management plans. A final aspect of PDIT CIMdata found 

interesting was their funding model. Several recent studies have shown that major portions of IT budgets 

are used just to keep existing solutions running. As the client progresses along the PDIT maturity path, 

cost and resource savings from the increased maturity can be reinvested in tactical and strategic 

initiatives. These investments increase over time, and the cumulative benefit can lead to a breakthrough 

transformation, the final step on the maturity path. 

In discussions with TCS customers, CIMdata heard that TCS has transitioned the customer’s 

applications on multiple technologies including Mainframe, JAVA, etc., in three months with minimal 

disruption to the business. TCS consolidated the disconnected support team into a single point of contact 

and was able to reduce the operational cost by simplifying processes and the application landscape by 

bringing in the right expertise and team having PDIT Transformational experience. In addition, TCS 

continues to support the customer both from process and technology perspectives and has successfully 

consolidated some of the applications and processes in support of joint ventures. 

The customers were appreciative of TCS’ innovative, out-of-the-box thinking and stated that working 

with TCS is a great experience. They brought in the right skills sets to enable the transformation from 

both functional and technical perspectives. 

Summary 

Product development is under pressure from many directions including cost, quality, time to market, and 

regulatory compliance. To address these issues companies need to transform their business processes 

and support strategy to leverage state-of-the-art IT solutions that meet market and stakeholder 

expectations. By using a framework or platform-based strategy, companies can assess their maturity and 

develop and implement a holistic plan that meets their objectives. 

TCS’ fusion of IT, engineering, product development, and business knowledge enables them to help 

companies transform using a proven methodology. The PDIT framework supports the transformation of 

a typical IT Landscape into an integrated and optimized solution that generates significant operational 

savings while driving business transformation. CIMdata continues to be impressed by TCS’ innovation, 

customer focus, and breadth of industries supported. TCS’ successful engagement with the global 

manufacturing company is just one example of the value that TCS can provide.  

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, an independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize an 

enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

                                                 
3
 #http://www.cimdata.com/en/resources/complimentary-reports-research/commentaries/item/3227-solutions-to-leverage-

digital-technologies-for-product-realization-commentary 

file:///C:/Users/Jillian%20Hayes/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/5YCN6I41/CIMdata_Commentary_TCS_PDIT_9Feb2015.docx%23http:/www.cimdata.com/en/resources/complimentary-reports-research/commentaries/item/3227-solutions-to-leverage-digital-technologies-for-product-realization-commentary
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Product Lifecycle Management (PLM). CIMdata provides world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-

practice methods on PLM. CIMdata also offers research, subscription services, publications, and 

education through international conferences. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website 

at http://www.CIMdata.com or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108, 

USA. Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV Weert, The 

Netherlands. Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 
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Acquisitions 

3D Systems Completes Acquisition of Cimatron 

9 February 2015 

 

3D Systems announced today that it has completed its acquisition of all shares of Cimatron Ltd. for 

approximately $97 million, inclusive of Cimatron’s net cash. The integration of Cimatron’s software 

products into the company’s portfolio strengthens 3DS’ leadership position in 3D-printing-centric 

advanced manufacturing by enabling a seamless digital workflow between design and traditional and 

additive manufacturing processes. The transaction adds complementary technology, extends 3DS’ sales 

coverage globally, multiplexes cross-selling opportunities and is expected to be accretive to the 

company’s cash generation and Non-GAAP earnings per share for the full year 2015. 

“Cimatron represents a perfect strategic fit for our business by providing expanded capabilities in 

product development, sales coverage and complementary technology. We believe that this combination 

offers unique synergies with significant long-term customer benefits and shareholder value,” commented 

Avi Reichental, President and CEO of 3DS. “We are delighted to welcome Danny Haran and his entire 

global team to 3DS as we complete the digital thread from design to digital fabrication.” 

Cimatron is a provider of integrated 3D digital fabrication software for manufacturing. Cimatron’s 

products are used by a growing number of companies worldwide for their 3D production molds, tools 

and dies in a wide variety of functional end-use manufacturing applications. With two world renowned 

products, CimatronE and GibbsCAM
®
, Cimatron provides powerful digital fabrication tools for key 

manufacturing operations. CimatronE is an integrated CAD/CAM solution for toolmakers and 

manufacturers of discrete parts, which provides full associativity across the manufacturing process from 

quoting, through design and up to delivery. GibbsCAM, offers powerful yet simple-to-use solutions for 

programming any type of CNC machine tools, from simple mills and lathes, to the most complex multi-

axis multi-tasking machines. 

“With a 30 year track record of providing comprehensive, cost-effective solutions that streamline 

manufacturing cycles and shorten product delivery time, it is the perfect time to become part of 3DS 

where we can substantially accelerate our progress and extend our reach and impact,” said Danny Haran, 

former CEO of Cimatron, who was named Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer, 

Software of 3DS.  

Cimatron shareholders will receive $8.97 in cash for each ordinary share held by them as of the effective 

time of the merger. Cimatron has received the Israeli tax ruling that was described on pages 4-5 of its 

proxy statement for the extraordinary general shareholder meeting at which the merger was approved. 

http://www.cimdata.com/
http://3dsystems.com/
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Consequently, the withholding (if any) of Israeli taxes from the merger consideration will be carried out 

in accordance with the description of that tax ruling in the proxy statement.  

As a result of the completion of the merger, the ordinary shares of Cimatron will be delisted from the 

NASDAQ Stock Market and deregistered under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, or the Exchange 

Act. Cimatron will cease filing reports pursuant to the Exchange Act, and trading in its ordinary shares 

will be halted before the open of business on February 9, 2015.   
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Bentley Acquires Acute3D to Advance Reality Modeling 

10 February 2015 

 

Bentley Systems, Incorporated, today announced that it has acquired France-based Acute3D, provider 

of Smart3DCapture software for reality modeling. Through reality modeling, observations of existing 

conditions are processed into representations for contextual alignment within design modeling and 

construction modeling environments. Rapid technology advancements in scanning and photography – 

and especially the burgeoning application of unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) for these purposes – are 

making the capture of such observations broadly and continuously affordable in sustaining 

infrastructure. 

Acute3D software automates the generation of high-resolution, fully-3D representations from digital 

photographs taken with any camera, whether highly specialized or embedded in a smartphone. Scalable 

from site to city, and with precision limited only by the quantity and quality of photography, Acute3D 

technology can assure that existing conditions are contemporaneously considered throughout the 

architecture, engineering, construction, and operations of any infrastructure asset. Now that photo 

sequences from UAVs are likely to become the most feasible source for surveying, construction 

monitoring, and inspection workflows, Acute3D’s industrial-level accuracy and unlimited scalability are 

making it a preferred technology for UAV manufacturers and professionals around the world. 

Bentley Systems Founder and CTO Keith Bentley said, “The world-class Acute3D developers have 

already achieved two breakthroughs, which remove the barriers to the adoption of reality modeling. 

First, Acute3D has made it possible for anyone to sufficiently capture existing conditions with just a 

camera. Of equal importance is the value of the Acute3D result. Rather than a voluminous cloud of 

discrete points, Acute3D produces a 3D ‘reality mesh’ – intrinsically in the same geometric idiom as 

engineering models, readily aligning the real-world context. 

“Just as Acute3D’s innovations have now brought reality modeling within reach of every infrastructure 

professional, we and our new colleagues are excited to be working together to incorporate Acute3D 

functionality throughout our platform and application portfolio, enhancing information mobility 

throughout infrastructure asset lifecycles.” 

Acute3D was co-founded in 2011 by Dr. Jean-Philippe Pons and Dr. Renaud Keriven, who have 

attracted and led an accomplished team of researchers and developers, headquartered in Sophia 

Antipolis (the French “Silicon Valley”). Since its founding, Acute3D has attracted a rapidly expanding 

user base that includes Nokia, PASCO, and Saint-Gobain, and OEM licensees that include Airbus Group 

and Autodesk. In China, Internet giant Tencent is working with Acute3D to do large-scale 3D city 

modeling for several mega-cities, from both aerial and street view photography. Other applications of 
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Acute3D have included existing conditions capture for construction sites, manufacturing facilities, 

mining operations, pipelines, and oil and gas exploration. 

Dr. Jean-Philippe Pons said, “When Renaud and I founded Acute3D, our vision was to make widely 

available, at industrial precision, what we now describe as reality modeling. With our team, we are very 

pleased to be joining Bentley to complete our reach. Together, we have already shared and embarked 

upon many new initiatives to incorporate reality modeling within design and construction 

modeling. Voila!” 
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Company News 

COMSOL Multiphysics® 5.0 Named NASA Tech Briefs’ Readers’ Choice Product of the Year 

10 February 2015 

 

COMSOL, Inc., announces that the COMSOL Multiphysics® software version 5.0 has been named 

2014 Product of the Year by readers of NASA Tech Briefs. 

COMSOL Multiphysics 5.0 brings an innovative application design environment to the engineering 

community: The Application Builder and COMSOL Server™ license. The Application Builder provides 

engineers with the tools needed to build an easy-to-use simulation application based on their COMSOL 

Multiphysics model. Any COMSOL model can be turned into an app with its own interface using the 

tools provided with the Application Builder desktop environment. With COMSOL Server™, apps can 

be shared with customers and colleagues using a free Windows client or web browser. 

COMSOL Multiphysics 5.0 was named Product of the Month in December by NASA Tech 

Briefs editorial staff. In January 2015, NTB readers were asked to choose one of the 12 Products of the 

Month as the most significant new product introduced to the engineering community. 

“The significance of this award is that the winners are selected solely by the readers; the buyers and 

users of these products. The winners are the best of the best — the products that design engineers feel 

will help them do their jobs better and more efficiently,” said Linda Bell, Editorial Director of NASA 

Tech Briefs. 

“Our goal with the release of COMSOL Multiphysics 5.0 and the Application Builder is to bring 

multiphysics simulation to a much wider audience than was previously possible,” says Svante Littmarck, 

CEO and President of the COMSOL Group. “Being chosen as NASA Tech Briefs Product of the Year 

demonstrates that the Application Builder is being recognized as an innovative and game-changing 

product for the engineering community. We are greatly honored that NTB readers chose COMSOL 5.0 

as one of the most significant products of the year.” 
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Cornell and ANSYS Helping to Train Next Generation of Engineers  

10 February 2015 
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Cornell University's College of Engineering and ANSYS are training future engineers worldwide to 

become proficient in engineering simulation solutions. Through the SimCafe wiki, which was developed 

in part with National Science Foundation support, students at Cornell and elsewhere are preparing 

themselves for success by learning to use – for free – the same tools utilized by thousands of engineers 

in virtually every industry. ANSYS donated the simulation software for the development of the site. 

SimCafe has helped integrate simulation into 12 mechanical and aerospace engineering courses at 

Cornell. Outside of the university, SimCafe has attracted more than 130,000 visitors from more than 150 

countries including users from over 170 educational institutions. 

"The effective integration of industry-standard simulation tools with traditional engineering education 

makes learning more practical and engaging," said Rajesh Bhaskaran, director of engineering simulation 

at Cornell's Sibley School of Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering. "It also gives students 

unprecedented opportunities to learn in a self-paced, hands-on manner not only simulation but also core 

engineering concepts.  This helps us better prepare students for the modern engineering workplace." 

A series of learning modules is available for free online and runs with ANSYS software. Using 

SimCafe, students engage in a systematic process for checking results, including comparing to their 

hand calculations. Many of the SimCafe modules juxtapose traditional textbook content with the 

numerical approach that ANSYS software uses. SimCafe includes a template that contributors can use to 

create new tutorials for the site. The template ensures that tutorials follow a standard format and use best 

practices in instruction even though they are developed by different authors. 

"When I arrived at Cornell a decade ago, Dr. Bhaskaran and I collaborated on integrating ANSYS
®
 

Fluent
®
 into our Intermediate Fluid Mechanics class," said Lance R. Collins, dean of engineering at 

Cornell. "The experiment was incredibly successful, as students found they could more easily grasp 

difficult concepts by exploring them with the software. SimCafe takes that experiment to a whole new 

level. I am thrilled to now see our early success replicated across so many different classes and projects 

worldwide." 

Added Murali Kadiramangalam, director of the academic program at ANSYS, "We are proud to help a 

leading institution like Cornell prepare engineering students worldwide to use the latest engineering 

simulation software. In developing a high comfort level with these product development tools before 

entering the workforce, students will be more valuable to their employers and more satisfied in their 

careers." 
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Dassault Systèmes Reaches Two Million SOLIDWORKS Education Licenses Milestone 

10 February 2015 

 

Dassault Systèmes announced that two million SOLIDWORKS 3D design application licenses have 

now been installed at educational institutions worldwide. This milestone is testimony to Dassault 

Systèmes’ commitment to science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) teaching 

initiatives that nurture the skills and creativity of the next generation of designers and engineers. 

“In education, we want to stimulate bright ideas and creativity by providing students with the same easy-

to-use design tools used by professional engineers,” said Gian Paolo Bassi, CEO, SOLIDWORKS, 

Dassault Systèmes. “SOLIDWORKS applications help students complete challenging projects like fully 

http://www.engineering.cornell.edu/
http://ansys.com/
http://www.simcafe.org/
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.3ds.com&esheet=51036639&newsitemid=20150210006126&lan=en-US&anchor=Dassault+Syst%C3%A8mes&index=1&md5=993fadb6d86c2438d96e662d8ac924e0
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.solidworks.com%2Fsw%2Fengineering-education-software.htm%3Fscid%3Dhp_ql_edustud&esheet=51036639&newsitemid=20150210006126&lan=en-US&anchor=SOLIDWORKS&index=2&md5=8d4f328f1dc73d3c5f91ea1157d3a8f1
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functional robots or solar-powered race cars and, in the process, learn lasting skills for their future 

professional life.” 

Powered by Dassault Systèmes’ 3DEXPERIENCE platform, SOLIDWORKS applications offer 

educational institutions a specialized suite of tools for engineering design, documentation, simulation 

and sustainable design in one easy-to-learn software package that helps teachers and students develop 

student skills for rewarding careers in the engineering and industrial design job markets. Video tutorials, 

PDF guides, project files, demo clips, the SOLIDWORKS STEM Teacher Blog and other specialized 

curriculum and support resources help educators optimize student learning. Students have access to 3D 

CAD, simulation, product data management, technical communication and electrical design tools for 

hands-on product design training. 

Beyond the use of SOLIDWORKS applications in education, Dassault Systèmes offers support and 

resources to a greater user community worldwide. For years, the company has been championing a 

growing interest in STEM education and professions, in particular among women—traditionally the 

minority in STEM—by exposing the field of engineering to a wider audience and furthering the 

movement to encourage young men and women to discover and pursue this exciting profession. 

“Construction toys develop a child’s interest in STEM subjects, but girls typically lose this interest by 

age eight and, as a result, today only 14 percent of engineers worldwide are women,” said Debbie 

Sterling, founder and CEO of GoldieBlox, creator of toys for young girls designed to teach a variety of 

engineering and problem solving skills, and current SOLIDWORKS customer. “GoldieBlox is 

determined to change this outdated equation and inspire tomorrow’s female engineers. We rely on 

SOLIDWORKS applications to create educational and fun toys with this in mind, and echo the brand’s 

commitment to creating a stronger STEM community through education.” 

The Dassault Systèmes STEM program involves: 

 SOLIDWORKS community resources, including MySolidWorks online gateway, forums, blogs, 

user group networks and the annual SOLIDWORKS World user conference; 

 Support and training of educators through Dassault Systèmes’ value-added reseller network; 

 Support of over 2,300 engineering student teams using SOLIDWORKS software 

for AUVSI, FIRST Robotics, Formula Student and SAE competitions; 

 Life-long learning through the Certified SOLIDWORKS Associate - Academic (CSWA - 

Academic) program that allows students to demonstrate their expertise with SOLIDWORKS 

applications and their commitment to professional development. In 2014, over 12,000 CSWA-

Academic certificates were issued on six continents in 14 languages at institutions including 

Brigham Young University-Idaho, Clemson University, Colorado School of Mines, Kansas State 

University and TU Delft. 
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DesignSense’s DSTools awarded Solution Partner status by SolidWorks Corp  

6 February 2015 

 

DesignSense announced that their innovative press tool design product DSTools has achieved “Solution 

Partner” status from SOLIDWORKS Corp. Fully integrated with SOLIDWORKS™ in a single window, 

DSTools lets the tool designers to generate a fool proof die set design, and Manufacturing Bill of 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.solidworks.com%2Fsw%2Fresources%2Fsolidworks-tutorials.htm%3Fsw_edu_resources_tutorials&esheet=51036639&newsitemid=20150210006126&lan=en-US&anchor=Video+tutorials&index=3&md5=0030a67de43b4e214f82a545a740a822
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fblogs.solidworks.com%2Fteacher%2F%3Fsw_edu_resources_blog&esheet=51036639&newsitemid=20150210006126&lan=en-US&anchor=SOLIDWORKS+STEM+Teacher+Blog&index=4&md5=2ce1a6258b2c06672e38066c2471472f
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.goldieblox.com%2F&esheet=51036639&newsitemid=20150210006126&lan=en-US&anchor=GoldieBlox&index=5&md5=88c60cba8f34293d22030dccaf0e1b4b
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.solidworks.com%2Fsw%2Fcommunity.htm&esheet=51036639&newsitemid=20150210006126&lan=en-US&anchor=SOLIDWORKS+community+resources&index=6&md5=68729796154f9d3b3399e3010b2d0e14
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.auvsi.org%2Fhome&esheet=51036639&newsitemid=20150210006126&lan=en-US&anchor=AUVSI&index=7&md5=d477a667c2a1a6b163aa7cd8fd571b1f
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.usfirst.org%2F&esheet=51036639&newsitemid=20150210006126&lan=en-US&anchor=FIRST+Robotics&index=8&md5=0780c380bb06553b390c4ed77809ab59
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fevents.imeche.org%2Fformula-student%2F&esheet=51036639&newsitemid=20150210006126&lan=en-US&anchor=Formula+Student&index=9&md5=3a3cc3b05c03bafe1d02ae2b47277f48
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fstudents.sae.org%2Fcds%2F&esheet=51036639&newsitemid=20150210006126&lan=en-US&anchor=SAE&index=10&md5=c5ccf226f96b62ce255e0fb79b6b7445
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.solidworks.com%2Fsw%2Fsupport%2Fcswa-academic.htm&esheet=51036639&newsitemid=20150210006126&lan=en-US&anchor=Certified+SOLIDWORKS+Associate+-+Academic&index=11&md5=debe0dcfbeba648d6d57a75e7b652715
http://www.thedesignsense.com/tooling.html
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Materials in few design inputs by the Tool designer. The product DSTools has embedded the knowledge 

base of an experienced tool designer, and tight integration with SOLIDWORKS™ thereby making it 

easy for designers to focus on component specific design. 

Mr. Nainar Ramaswamy, managing director of DesignSense said, “Our mission is to make our 

customers successful by reducing cost and complexity of engineering. DSTools achieves that for tool 

designers. This recognition by SOLIDWORKS Corp augments well for our solutions, reaching out to a 

large customer base of SOLIDWORKS™.” 

Used along with SOLIDWORKS™, DSTools generates die sets based on basic parameters of a strip 

layout, material and production rate, using proprietary algorithms, DSTools generates the entire 

SOLIDWORKS™ Die Set assembly, which is fool proof, interference free adhering the design 

standards of tool designers. It also generates production drawings and Bill of Material for giving 

accurate response to RFQs. 
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Flow Science Forms New Association with Design Through Acceleration 

10 February 2015 

 

Flow Science, Inc. announced that it has entered into a new international association agreement with 

Design Through Acceleration (DTA) to sell and support Flow Science’s FLOW-3D software products in 

Thailand. 

“We are pleased to welcome DTA and their highly-skilled engineering team to represent the FLOW-

3D family of products and to generate interest in our CFD solutions in Thailand. Our representation in 

Thailand expands our presence in Asia Pacific, a CFD market that is growing faster than the Americas 

or Europe,” said Amir Isfahani, Director of Business Development at Flow Science. 
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Ideate, Inc. appointed as an Autodesk Platinum Tier Partner in Recognition of Industry Expertise, 

Services, and Customer Satisfaction 

10 February 2015 

 

Ideate, Inc. today announced that Autodesk has promoted the firm to Autodesk Platinum Tier Value 

Added Reseller. Ideate is now part of a small number of Autodesk Value Added Resellers worldwide 

that have achieved Platinum Tier status. 

“Autodesk Platinum Tier to acknowledges the instrumental role these companies play in delivering 

excellent design solutions, products and services,” said Steve Blum, senior vice president of Worldwide 

Sales and Services at Autodesk. “Whether through the services they deliver, or their notable customer 

satisfaction scores, these partners constantly show that they can provide exemplary services and 

capabilities to their customers.”  

Platinum partners provide their customers with best-in-class full solutions from pre- and post-sales 

http://www.ideateinc.com/
http://www.autodesk.com/
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support, consulting, training, implementation, and customization. Ideate, Inc. works closely with 

Autodesk to help customers design, simulate and analyze their ideas, increase operational efficiencies 

and maximize their return on investment in Autodesk software solutions. 

As a Platinum partner, Autodesk solutions source Ideate Inc. helps the AEC professional community 

fully implement the expanded Autodesk solution set. Ideate provides technical training and consulting 

resources to meet industry specific customer needs and also hosts various in-person and virtual events to 

help educate its clients, providing them with updated information in the latest industry trends and 

technologies. 

"To be appointed Autodesk Platinum Partner is both rewarding and gratifying. The Platinum designation 

tells us we have been more than trusted advisers to Autodesk users for nearly three decades. We are 

fulfilling our commitment to overwhelmingly delight our customers while we help them achieve 

success,” says Ideate President Bob Palioca.  
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MSC Apex Wins Design News’ Prestigious 2015 Golden Mousetrap Award 

12 February 2015 

 

MSC Software Corporation’s MSC Apex CAE (Computer Aided Engineering) platform has won the 

2015 Golden Mousetrap Award as one of the most important design technology innovations of the year, 

MSC announced today. 

MSC Apex won in the Design Tools Hardware & Software category, which covers computer-aided 

design (CAD), product data management (PDM) and product lifecycle management software (PLM). 

Winners were chosen by the Design News editorial team and its advisory board, and announced at the 

14
th

 annual Golden Mousetrap award presentation held at the Pacific Design & Manufacturing Trade 

event on February 10 in Anaheim, California. 

The Golden Mousetrap Award recognizes innovation in the development of new products in automation, 

electronics, materials and design tools. It celebrates the people and technologies driving progress in 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mscsoftware.com%2F&esheet=51038801&newsitemid=20150212005258&lan=en-US&anchor=MSC+Software+Corporation&index=1&md5=e5dccba1c32acfb795b6232835701543
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mscapex.com&esheet=51038801&newsitemid=20150212005258&lan=en-US&anchor=MSC+Apex+CAE&index=2&md5=4ed4f54caeda8610bd517ef5440d46c4
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today’s U.S. design and manufacturing industries with a focus on the renaissance of manufacturing in 

North America. The award is sponsored by business-to-business media company UBM Canon, publisher 

of the widely read design publication Design News. 

“The CAD/PDM/PLM industry is very large and broad. To be selected by Design News as the most 

innovative product for 2015 in this category is a great tribute to our extraordinary team that brought 

MSC Apex to life,” said MSC Software President and CEO Dominic Gallello. 

The Golden Mousetrap announcement comes just a week after MSC Apex won the NASA Tech Briefs 

2014 Readers’ Choice Product of the Year Award, which named MSC Apex as the most significant 

contribution to the engineering community in 2014. 

MSC Apex is the world’s first computational parts™ based CAE system. It transforms the way 

engineers perform simulation by reducing critical CAE modeling and process time from days to hours. 

MSC Apex delivers innovative technology that enables predictive product development in the earlier 

stages of design where it is critical in saving time and money. 

MSC Apex reflects a complete rethinking of the simulation process that rearranged the way in which the 

components of geometry modeling, solving, and post processing relate to each other. It moves 

simulation away from a serial process to an interactively connected process based on a new parts and 

assembly paradigm. With MSC Apex, engineers can incrementally run analysis of complex assemblies, 

conduct rapid trade studies, and exchange mathematical models in/through the supply chain without 

compromising intellectual property (IP). 
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NAFEMS Announces Major Expansion in the Americas 

12 February 2015 

 

NAFEMS, the International Association for the Engineering Analysis Community, has announced a 

significant expansion in the Americas region to provide even more opportunities for all those involved 

in CAE. Based in Granville, OH, the establishment of permanent offices in the US, combined with the 

recruitment of a new and increased team of staff, will re-invigorate the association and member 

community in the region. This new addition to NAFEMS' business model will enable the long-

established organization to develop and deliver a range of opportunities to everyone involved in Finite 

Element Analysis (FEA), Computational Fluid Dynamics (CFD) and related technologies. 

“For over 30 years, NAFEMS has served the international engineering analysis and simulation 

community and facilitated international industry, academia, and government collaboration, where the 

Americas’ members have been very active in leading and participating on many of the NAFEMS 

Technical Working Groups.” noted Dr. Rodney Dreisbach, Senior Technical Fellow at The Boeing 

Company, Member of the NAFEMS Council of Management, and Chair of the NAFEMS Americas 

Steering Committee. “The increased commitment of NAFEMS to the Americas region will provide its 

members with significantly more opportunities to leverage unbiased multi-disciplinary engineering best 

practices and technical expertise. 

The new Americas staff team, including Matthew Ladzinski, Vice President, and Andrew Wood, 

Regional Representative, will help focus the delivery of NAFEMS activities and technical group 

engagements in the region, ensuring that the analysis community will benefit from NAFEMS’ wealth of 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mscapex.com%2F&esheet=51038801&newsitemid=20150212005258&lan=en-US&anchor=MSC+Apex&index=3&md5=fa3d1fec2a7edef7f77f0d9b48a6d6fa
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mscapex.com&esheet=51038801&newsitemid=20150212005258&lan=en-US&anchor=MSC+Apex&index=4&md5=9fad84827c323217c8a4f5a39a2b4af7
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experience in the industry. Plans for 2015 include hosting the biennial NAFEMS World Congress in San 

Diego, California, a training event in Brazil, as well as numerous industry-driven seminars, the first of 

which will focus on simulation and systems engineering in the automotive industry, followed by oil & 

gas. Further industry events, as well as a variety of training courses, are planned for later in the year, as 

NAFEMS continues its effort to bring together simulation engineering experts and vendors to exchange 

ideas, identify emerging standards and practices, and drive the near-future direction of technology. 

“We have been carrying out activities in the US and Canada for a number of years now”, commented 

Tim Morris, NAFEMS CEO. “A biennial regional conference has been established, and our World 

Congress takes place in the region every four years. It was felt, however, that the time was right to fully 

engage with the ever-expanding and developing community in the Americas in a more dynamic manner. 

Our existing membership in these countries will benefit greatly from the establishment of new offices 

and recruitment of an extended staff, as we continue to engage even more members of the community 

going forward.” 
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Partnership between Solair and Allnet.Italia in the name of #IoT 

9 February 2015 

 

2015 started for Solair with an important new agreement and the first of its kind with a distributor. A 

few days ago a partnership agreement was signed between Solair, a software company focusing on the 

IoT, and Allnet.Italia, one of leading distributors on the Italian ICT market.  

The partnership between the two companies from Bologna was established to work together to provide 

affordable, scalable solutions for the IoT market that are quick and easy to implement. The IoT was the 

focus of the last edition of #CES, and promises to be the main topic of the next edition of #Cebit: it is 

the main feature at all the most important international IT events. Recent estimates speak of more than 

50 billion things that will be connected by 2025 for a market value that could be worth around 19 trillion 

dollars. Although many large companies in Italy are moving in this direction following the rest of 

Europe by investing in the IoT, there is another part of Italian business society, mostly small and 

medium-sized companies that is standing still, afraid or held back by fears related to costs and long 

waiting times to implement the IoT. 

Allnet.Italia saw Solair and their innovative cloud-based platform for developing IoT applications as a 

partner that would add further value and services to their portfolio and as an opportunity to bring the IoT 

to the vertical markets it focuses on by working closely with an indirect channel of system integrators, 

ISP, installers and certified resellers.  

“We intend to train people to work exclusively on the Solair platform in order to grasp its full potential” 

explains Emiliano Papadopoulos, CEO of Allnet.Italia. “We want to be proactive with our customers 

towards those Italian companies that want to integrate connectivity into their products and as a result 

offer new services while generating new sources of income. There are many companies that are trying to 

develop innovative new business models that focus on the IoT: we want to be ready to assist them in 

their endeavours.” 

“Making the IoT accessible and promoting the values of real Made-in-Italy products together; this is the 

challenge we have set ourselves with Allnet.Italia” explains Tom Davis, CEO of Solair. “Allnet.Italia is 

a recognised distributor on the market that is well known for their high level expertise in 
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telecommunications and ICT. This means that we can work with a partner that speaks the same 

language.” 
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Proto Labs Joins MySolidWorks Manufacturing Network, Connecting SOLIDWORKS Users to 

Rapid Prototyping and Production Services 

11 February 2015 

 

Quick-turn manufacturer Proto Labs, Inc. has joined the MySolidWorks Manufacturing Network, 

created to connect SOLIDWORKS users with reliable manufacturers in the 3D printing, sheet metal, 

CNC machining and injection molding industry. The network provides users with quick access to 

manufacturing resources like Proto Labs that, in turn, have a direct link to more than 2.5 million 

SOLIDWORKS users. 

“Proto Labs is indicative of the type of company we are partnering with in the network,” says Nick 

Iwaskow, Senior Alliances & Partnership Manager, SOLIDWORKS, Dassault Systèmes. “They are a 

reputable manufacturer that can produce parts quickly and efficiently for SOLIDWORKS users.” 

Once connected to Proto Labs, designers can upload a 3D CAD model and receive an interactive quote 

with manufacturability analysis within hours. Proto Labs’ advanced additive, machining and molding 

processes manufacture custom prototypes and low-volume production parts in as fast as one day. 

“We are excited to partner with SOLIDWORKS in this new way, to make it even easier for 

SOLIDWORKS users to access Proto Labs’ services and have their new product designs manufactured 

in a few days across the range of our services,” explains Robert Bodor, Proto Labs VP/General Manager 

of the Americas. “Our online quoting tools have been designed to make this process seamless, and our 

global scale allows us to meet the needs of thousands of users a day for both prototyping and 

production.” 
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Siemens Canada Partners with two Ontario Colleges to Offer Innovative German-based 

Mechatronics Training 

13 February 2015 

 

Siemens Canada has signed two memorandums of understanding (MOUs) with Seneca College 

and Sheridan College. These MOU signings focus on Mechatronics programs and strengthens 

cooperation between Siemens and Canadian colleges and universities. The Siemens Mechatronic 

Systems Certification Program is a comprehensive industry skills certification offered together with 

partner schools worldwide. A central theme is the System Approach, a special set of teaching and 

learning methods developed over 25 years in Siemens technical schools in Germany. 

Mechatronics is the integration of mechanics, electronics, control and systems theory, and computers 

into a single system used within production and manufacturing, to optimize its efficiency, productivity, 

and quality. First developed at Siemens' "Technik Akademie Berlin" in Germany, Siemens Canada will 

now locally provide a three – level Mechatronics certification program to students in collaboration with 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmy.solidworks.com%2Fmfg&esheet=51036712&newsitemid=20150210005366&lan=en-US&anchor=MySolidWorks+Manufacturing+Network&index=1&md5=66de64d863c249c6de2acc2371ac7b4c
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universities and colleges across Canada. Mechatronics-related technical fields include Automation 

Technology, Robotics Technology, Industrial Maintenance, Process and Controls and Electro-

Mechanical Technology. The focus of Siemens' Mechatronics certification program specialized 

technical content is to provide a wide-range of skills in systems troubleshooting and technical decision-

making.   

Educational institutes' partnership for the Siemens Mechatronic Systems Certification Program is based 

on cooperation through activities in program development, research, and teaching. This collaboration 

recognizes the schools as a certified Siemens education partner. Collaboration opportunities with the 

Siemens Academy  advances and promotes Mechatronics education on a local, national, and 

international level, and allows access to a global network of Mechatronics and advanced technology 

educators and industry partners. 

With its emphasis on in-demand industrial skills, troubleshooting, and hands-on practice, this program's 

training will provide the Canadian workforce with knowledgeable, highly-skilled workers, who are able 

to easily move into a variety of production, technician, and/or engineering roles. Mechatronics 

certifications provide industry-aligned assessment of mechanical, electrical, and digital technical skills, 

troubleshooting, and mechatronic systems-thinking. With this certification, companies and industries 

can employ skilled technical workers while drawing on local education and training resources via 

partner schools. 

These MOU signings are one part of The Siemens Canada Engineering and Technology Academy 

(SCETA), headed by Dr. Tom Murad. The Academy was formed to enhance training and certification 

for tomorrow's highly skilled workforce, fostering future innovation and developing economic activity 

in Canada. In 2014, Siemens signed five educational collaboration MOUs with Canadian institutes of 

higher education – the University of Waterloo, McMaster, Mohawk College, the University of 

Alberta in Edmonton, and the Northern Alberta Institute of Technology, predominantly focused 

partnerships on the SCETA's Dual-Education Program as well as the Mechatronics certification 

program. 

"It is very important for Siemens to create a culture of continuous learning. Today's MOU signings 

reconfirms Siemens' commitment to education and training that is supported and driven by key 

partnerships with Canadian colleges, universities and government." Robert Hardt, President and CEO, 

Siemens Canada Limited 

"We are proud to be expanding Seneca's relationship with Siemens, an industry leader around the globe. 

This agreement will allow our students to benefit from their expertise, receive highly-specialized 

training and have increased experiential learning opportunities."  David Agnew, President, Seneca 

College  

""This partnership enhances Sheridan's ability to provide students with experiential learning 

opportunities and additional pathways for career success.  As a partner in the Siemens Mechatronics 

Systems Certification program, our Electromechanical Engineering graduates will qualify to write an 

additional exam to gain this globally-recognized, professional credential soon after graduation – 

something that's especially important for our growing population of international students.  Our 

partnership also opens the doors for increased collaboration with Siemens Canada in the form of guest 

lectures, workshops, co-op placements, and engineering internships." Dr. Jeff Zabudsky, President and 

CEO, Sheridan College 
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TCS Certified as Top Employer North America 2015 

10 February 2015 

 

Tata Consultancy Services, (TCS), today announced that it has achieved the exclusive Top Employers 

North America 2015 certification from the Top Employers Institute, showcasing their dedication to the 

development of their people. 

The Top Employers Institute recognizes leading employers around the world for providing excellent 

employee conditions, nurturing and developing their talent throughout all levels of the organization and 

striving to continuously optimize employment practices. Top Employers must demonstrate the highest 

standards of employee offerings and have a forward-thinking human resources environment. 

Judith Oude Sogtoen, Director of International Business Development for the Top Employers Institute 

commented: "Our extensive research concluded that Tata Consultancy Services really takes care of its 

workforce and is advancing employee conditions worldwide. TCS should consider themselves at the top 

of an exclusive group of the world's best employers." 

To be a Top Employer, organizations must achieve certification of outstanding employee conditions in 

at least three countries within the region, being the United States, Canada and Mexico in North America. 

The Top Employers Institute assessed TCS' employee offerings on the following criteria: Talent 

Strategy, Workforce Planning, On-boarding, Learning and Development, Performance Management, 

Leadership Development, Career and Succession Management, Compensation and Benefits, and 

Culture. 

"TCS is proud to be recognized as a 2015 Top Employer in North America," said Surya Kant, 

President, North America, UK and Europe, TCS. "This certification further illustrates our deep 

commitment to developing our diverse employee base through extensive technical and leadership 

training, and investing in new talent and facilities across the continent." 
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Total Materia and CompMechLab® Ltd. Signed a Reseller’s Agreement 

11 February 2015 

 

According to the agreement signed CompMechLab® has become an official distributor of Key to Metals 

AG (KTM) database in the territory of Russia, CIS, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania and Finland. 

The main KTM product is a unique database named Total Materia. Before 2013, the product trade name 

was Key to Metals. 

Today Total Materia is the world largest database and source of all known physical and mechanical 

material properties, including metals, polymers, ceramics and composites. 

Total Materia database main features and advantages include: 

 6 000 000 + physical and mechanical material properties available for more than 

240 000 materials in 23 world most popular languages; 

 45 000 + stress-strain relations; 

 7 000 + materials with cyclic properties; 
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 1 800 + sources of advanced material properties; 

 63 supported international and local standards; 

 Special databases divided into four classes: metals, polymers, ceramics and composites; 

 International tables of cross-references; 

 Material chemistry; 

 Physical and mechanical material properties, including those for composites; 

 Fast export of material properties data (property card) into CAE software; 

 Material properties estimation and choice; 

 Material determination by chemistry; 

 Options for multi-material comparison in a single cycle; 

 Materials and standards update monitoring. 

Owing to its extensive capabilities Total Materia database is successfully used by top-ranked 

universities, scientific laboratories and many companies (both material developers and manufactures) in 

various industries, including automotive, aerospace, power generation industry, machinery and 

instrument engineering. 

Total Materia database consists of various modules developed for diverse goals. Total Materia’s 

Extended Range is an exceptional source of physical and mechanical material properties for CAE 

analysis, multiphysical research and engineering design. It includes stress-strain diagrams, plasticity and 

fatigue data, creep curve etc. 

Module eXporter allows exporting data directly in CAE software or save them as .xls or .xml files. 

Several variants of data export in the needed file format are possible to be done simultaneously and take 

just a few seconds. 

SmartComp is an additional intellectual Total Materia module which allows identifying metals by their 

chemistry obtained by a spectrometer or by other analytical means. SmartComp utilizes a certified 

procedure that may spare a lot of research time and also enhance quality control in research activity.  

Total Materia database contains properties of metals by 63 standards/countries  including 5 000 000 

written items for more then 220 000 alloys, including steel, ferrum, aluminium, titanium, copper, 

magnesium, stannic, zinc, plumb, nickel, cobalt etc. 

Module Tracker supported by monthly notification service allows not only to control important material 

standard renewal but also support users with information on what exactly has changed regarding a 

certain material, should it be it properties update or entirely new data array. 

Special module Suppliers gives engineers and designers an opportunity to quickly and easily identify 

material’s developer or supplier by physical and mechanical material properties and vice versa. 

Total Materia database supports experts worldwide in their work with metals, composites, polymers, and 

ceramics throughout product lifecycle starting from design creation, item manufacturing and use, up to 

its technical support and, finally, recycling. 

According to expert opinions from multiple industries Total Materia advantages appear in:  

 The whole workflow efficiency increase achieved by accuracy and reliability of supplied 

material properties data that gives an opportunity to avoid expensive and eventually dangerous 

errors; 
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 Ability to utilize new design approaches based on accurate knowledge about physical and 

mechanical properties of materials applied; 

 Instant comparison of various material properties that helps to spare time and increase decision 

accuracy; 

 Significant data submission for diverse materials design and utilization in wide temperature 

range. 

Through regular Total Materia database and related applications updates Key to Metals AG keeps 

leading positions on the world market of material properties databases. It constantly upgrades datasets 

and ensure their full validation.  

Total Materia is really an innovative product, which does not demand additional software installation 

and saves users time since the database is available online. 

“It is not a secret that many Russian companies from various industries lack the properties data of 

material they use, especially when R&D departments create a computational models for further finite 

element analysis and need to input correct data in order to obtain reliable analysis results. Such problem 

arises extremely often when enterprises from Russia and former USSR states use foreign materials – 

rare metal alloys, polymers, composites -  from Europe, US or China,” – mentioned Anton Aleksashkin, 

CAE Software Distribution Department Director of CompMechLab®. “Total Materia database presence 

on Russian, CIS, Baltic States and Finnish markets will definitely help to solve such problems. Owing to 

its unique range of materials, Total Materia has great opportunities to be successfully utilized in 

aerospace, automotive, shipbuilding, composites, defense industries in the regions, where 

CompMechLab® starts to distribute the database. CompMechLab® is proud to represent Key to Metals 

AG as its partner and reseller.” 
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Events News 

Altair Presents Simulation-Driven Design Methods for Composite Materials and Industry Examples 

at JEC Europe  

12 February 2015 

 

Altair announced it will present its solutions for the design and optimization of composites as well as 

several customer successes at JEC Europe March 10-12 in Paris. From use cases such as Rolo Bike, 

which will be on display at the show, to the support of an automated development and manufacturing 

process for composites with the Fiber Patch Preforming (FPP) method (Manz AG), Altair offers vast 

expertise in the design and optimization of composites.  

With Altair's solutions, engineers are guided to an optimal material placement for laminate and 

honeycomb composite structures. 

"The JEC show, recognized as the top composites event in the world, is an extremely important show for 

us, so we have increased the level of our participation this year," said Mauro Guglielminotti, Managing 

Director of Altair Southern Europe. "The design and optimization of composites is crucial in reaching 

lightweight goals, since any component made of composites is only as good as the design behind it." 

http://globalmessaging1.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7911959&adr_order=17&url=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5hbHRhaXIuY29tLw%3D%3D
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Altair welcomes Altair Partner Alliance (APA) partner Componeering and long-term customer 

CEDREM as co-exhibitors at its booth. Componeering specializes in structural analysis and composite 

structure design and is known for ESAComp, software for the analysis and design of composites. 

CEDREM is a center of expertise for composite structures and hydrodynamics. The company offers 

support in concept creation, validation testing management (explosion, hypervelocity impact, etc.), the 

characterization of materials, and composite material research. 

"We are very happy to be joined by Componeering and CEDREM at JEC Europe," adds Robert Yancey, 

Vice President of Aerospace and Composite Solutions at Altair. "While Componeering extends our 

already broad offering for composite design by adding depth of expertise in composites modeling and 

analysis, CEDREM is very successful in applying our solutions for product development. A great 

example is how HyperWorks
®

 was used for the high pressure impact simulation of 3D sandwich panel 

energy absorbers, a project for which the company received the 40
th

 Ingenieur General Chanson Award 

in 2013." 

Other APA partners presenting their solutions at JEC Europe 2015 include Anaglyph and e-Xstream. 

Further information about Altair, its solutions, and the APA may be found at Altair's JEC Europe booth: 

7.3./S18. To register for your pass to JEC Europe please visit http://www.mybadgeonline.com/JEC-

Europe/home.aspx. 
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BOXX Showcases DS-Certified Workstations at SolidWorks World and Signs on to Resell Teradici 

PCoIP Workstation Access Software 

11 February 2015 

 

BOXX Technologies today announced that their Dassault Systèmes-certified APEXX 2 workstations 

will be demonstrated in BOXX booth #307 at SolidWorks World 2015, Feb. 8-11 at the Phoenix 

Convention Center in Phoenix, AZ. A Dassault Systèmes Corporate Partner, designated SolidWorks 

Solution Partner, and manufacturer of CATIA and SolidWorks-certified workstations, BOXX will also 

showcase the GoBOXX 15 SLM mobile workstation and renderPRO personal dedicated rendering 

system. 

BOXX is also pleased to announce that it has become a resale partner for Teradici® PCoIP® 

Workstation Access Software, which is compatible with all BOXX high performance workstations and 

available from BOXX and its network of channel partners. Ideal for CAD/CAM designers, architects, 

engineers, construction and manufacturing managers, the software enables instant access to a high-

fidelity remote computing experience from any location -- whether from a conference room, home 

office, or on-the-go. For additional details, see today's related news here. In addition to demonstrating 

PCoIP Workstation Access Software at its booth, BOXX will debut the new APEXX 2 2601 workstation 

equipped with a Teradici PCoIP Remote Workstation Card and embedded with integrated Intel® 

Graphics Technology or Intel® Iris™ graphics. This demonstration will take place at the Intel booth 

#536. 

"BOXX workstations powered by the Intel® Xeon® processor E3-1200 v3 product family featuring 

Intel® HD P4600 graphics will provide technical users with an application-optimized platform to view 

and interact with the complex data," said Hugo Saleh, director of marketing and industry development, 

Technical Computing Group, Intel. "These workstations deliver a technical desktop that professionals 

http://globalmessaging1.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7911959&adr_order=17&url=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5hbHRhaXJhbGxpYW5jZS5jb20v
http://globalmessaging1.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7911959&adr_order=17&url=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5lc2Fjb21wLmNvbS9jb21wb25lZXJpbmcvYWN0aXZpdGllcw%3D%3D
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http://globalmessaging1.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7911959&adr_order=17&url=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5hbmFnbHlwaC5jby51ay8%3D
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http://globalmessaging1.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7911959&adr_order=17&url=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5teWJhZGdlb25saW5lLmNvbS9KRUMtRXVyb3BlL2hvbWUuYXNweA%3D%3D
http://globalmessaging1.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7911959&adr_order=17&url=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5teWJhZGdlb25saW5lLmNvbS9KRUMtRXVyb3BlL2hvbWUuYXNweA%3D%3D
http://www.boxxtech.com/products/apexx-2
http://www.boxxtech.com/solutions/manufacturing/product-design/solidworks
http://www.boxxtech.com/solutions/manufacturing/product-design/solidworks
http://www.boxxtech.com/products/goboxx-15-slm
http://boxxtech.com/Products/renderpro
http://www.teradici.com/pcoip-technology.php
http://www.teradici.com/workstaton/access-software
http://www.teradici.com/workstaton/access-software
http://www.boxxtech.com/about-us/resellers
http://www.teradici.com/resource-center/newsroom/latest-news/2015/02/10/teradici-announces-cross-platform-support-for-pcoip-workstation-access-software
http://www.boxxtech.com/products/apexx-2
http://www.teradici.com/products-and-solutions/pcoip-products/remote-workstation-card
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cannot afford to miss." 

The PCoIP Remote Workstation Card inside the APEX 2 is connected to a Windows Surface Pro 3 

running the Teradici software host, and provides highly responsive screens, as well as secure and 

seamless real-time, remote access. 

"Teradici PCoIP Workstation Access Software offers quick and easy remote access to your workstation 

without sacrificing 3D performance," said Olivier Favre, director of product management, Teradici. 

"Combined with BOXX's high performance line of professionally overclocked workstations, we're 

offering a powerful option for creative professionals to securely access rich computing resources and 

CAD/CAM applications from anywhere in the world." 

Back at the BOXX booth, a series of SolidWorks-certified APEXX 2 demonstrations will take place 

throughout the four-day event. Featuring a 4th generation, Intel® Core™ i7 processor, APEXX 2 

systems are also certified for CATIA, joining an elite group of workstations tested and designated by 

Dassault Systèmes to run its CAD/CAM/CAE commercial software suite. Demos include three unique 

APEXX 2 models: the overclocked (4.5 GHz) 2401, the world's fastest SolidWorks workstation, the 

overclocked, eight-core (3.7 GHz) 7401 with more memory for large datasets, and the 3401, an 

overclocked, eight-core (3.7GHz) machine equipped with Teradici PCoIP Workstation Access Software 

connected to an Intel NUC kit running the Teradici PCoIP Software Client. Users can access and operate 

SolidWorks on the high performance APEXX 2 3401 from the low power Intel NUC. 

In addition to the APEXX 2 demonstrations, the lightweight and ultra-thin GoBOXX 15 SLM mobile 

workstation will be on hand for SolidWorks demos, while the 28-core renderPRO, the world's first 

personal, dedicated rendering solution for 3D graphics, animation, and compositing, will demonstrate 

KeyShot. 
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OPEN MIND at TECMA 2015 in Mexico City, Mexico 

11 February 2015 

 

OPEN MIND Technologies AG is set to present at TECMA. OPEN MIND will be on hand at Booth 

1232 in Hall B at the key international Mexican trade fair for machine tools to demonstrate how 

hyperMILL® expands CNC machining options and optimises processes. 

The CAM/CAD software from OPEN MIND, one of the world’s leading CAM manufacturers according 

to the NC Market Analysis Report 2014 compiled by CIMdata, is in increasingly high demand among 

Mexican manufacturing companies. OPEN MIND also scores points in this market with CAM 

machining strategies that use CNC machines more gently and efficiently. Major innovations in the latest 

version concern hyperMAXX
®
, the high-performance cutting (HPC) module for hyperMILL

®
. New 

functions include plunging the milling tool into the material at pre-drilled holes, meaning it is no longer 

necessary to ramp in the milling tool at the start of machining and stress on the tool is reduced when it 

comes to materials that are difficult to cut. The entire machining process is collision-checked and it is 

now possible to select a zigzag mode in hyperMAXX
®
. This mode is suited to machining large 

workpieces, as it prevents time-consuming redundant movements and the machining time is shortened. 

CAD for CAM users 

hyperCAD
®
-S, the CAD part of the hyperMILL

®
 suite, is specifically designed for CAM users. Their 
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requirements were given priority during the development of the new Solids module. The highly intuitive 

and time-saving direct modelling process makes it possible to easily create and modify solid models. 

The hyperCAD
®
-S Solids module allows all solid models to be reliably imported, created, converted, 

modified and combined. 

Greater safety and more clarity 

OPEN MIND will also showcase the hyperMILL
®
 ShopViewer, a visualisation solution for the 

workshop. hyperMILL
®

 ShopViewer makes it possible to view and examine data 

from hyperMILL
®

 and hyperCAD
®
-S in more detail directly next to the machine. Here, the system 

provides the specialist operating the machine with all of the information related to manufacturing data, 

geometry and component structure. Specialists can apply their experience and report back to the CAM 

programmer. 
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Over 3 Million DraftSight Users to Receive Access to New Plugins from Graebert and Dassault 

Systèmes 

10 February 2015 

 

Graebert™ GmbH today announced that the DraftSight™ Developers World Tour is continuing this 

week in Phoenix at SOLIDWORKS® World 2015. 

In October of 2014, Graebert announced that more than 20 plugins would be available to customize the 

DraftSight 2D CAD solution which was co-developed by Graebert in tandem with Dassault® Systèmes. 

DraftSight has reached more than 3 million active users in only 4 years of market availability and is now 

the fastest growing DWG-based CAD community in the world (as well as the second-largest overall). 

During the world tour, developers will be introduced to the DraftSight API and how to develop certified 

Plugins for DraftSight. The DraftSight API is a modern programming environment supporting C++, lisp, 

JavaScript, C#, and the Visual Basic programming languages. 

The next scheduled stop on the Developers World Tour is scheduled in Bangkok, Thailand on March 27, 

2015 to meet with Asian developers. Interested parties seeking to attend this event or other stops on the 

World Tour are invited to contact Graebert to learn more about the new DraftSight API and the 

development of certified plugins by writing to draftsight@graebert.com. 

Graebert and Dassault Systèmes today announced they are actively collaborating in the promotion of the 

plugins certified for DraftSight, which represents a unique opportunity for developers to reach the 

DraftSight community. 

Plugins will not only be promoted in the monthly newsletter sent to more than 2 Million DraftSight 

users, but also via social networks on Facebook® (1.3 Million fans of DraftSight), Twitter®, Linkedin® 

and YouTube®. The Plugins will be sold on a central online marketplace and advertised right inside the 

DraftSight software through a news palette displayed when the software is launched. 

At SOLIDWORKS World 2015, Graebert is showcasing a first range of plugins that are already 

available or that will be gradually launched over the next months including: 

 PDF Import for DraftSight to convert PDF files in DWG vectors that can be edited in 

DraftSight 

mailto:draftsight@graebert.com
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 OnlineMaps for DraftSight, to browse and insert free professional georeferenced maps from 

ArcGis Online, the acclaimed solution from Esri, the GIS World leader 

 CAD Blocks for DraftSight - A suite of 17 plugins with intelligent 2D block libraries for 

Architecture, Electricity, Mechanical and HVAC - Plumbing 

 G-Electrical for DraftSight - 2D Electrical CAD plugin to design electrical diagrams and 

generate related reports and bill of materials 

 PARTcommunity for DraftSight - An integration in DraftSight Professional of Cadenas popular 

solution with hundreds of free block libraries from manufacturers catalogs and premium contents 

 TopoPoint for DraftSight - Import / Export of point files to share topographic points with 

popular total stations from Leica, Trimble and more. 

 The Plugins for DraftSight program allows the DraftSight community access to a wide range of 

productivity and industry-specific solutions at affordable prices. Unless specifically otherwise defined, 

certified plugins can run on both the free and commercial versions of DraftSight. 
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PartMaker to Unveil a Revolution in Multi-Axis Programming at PMTS 

6 February 2015 

 

Delcam’s PartMaker Division will demonstrate a completely novel approach to post-processing for 

multi-axis machine tools in PartMaker at North America’s premier precision-machining event, the 

PMTS 2015 exhibition to be held in Columbus, Ohio, from 21st to 23rd April.  

The latest version of PartMaker includes a revolutionary approach to CAM post-processing for multi-

axis turn-mill centres and Swiss-type lathes.  PartMaker 2015 offers the ability to generate a ‘Post-

Processor Reference Guide’, an on-command manual explaining how to program any given multi-axis 

lathe with PartMaker and so take advantage of all the machine’s capabilities. 

The company will also introduce its new, free productivity application, the PartMaker Multi-Channel 

Viewer, at PMTS. 

Other highlights of PartMaker 2015 include improved support for today’s latest breed of multi-tasking 

machine tools, more powerful milling and turning functionality, and improvements in the software’s 

knowledge-based technology for storing optimal feeds and speeds for additional tools. 

"As the pioneer of CAM software for multi-tasking turn-mill centres and Swiss-type lathes, PartMaker 

continues to innovate to bring our users the most sophisticated technology for programming these 

machines,” says PartMaker Division President, Hanan Fishman.  

"The advent of the Post-Processor Reference Guides and other improvements to PartMaker’s industry 

leading post-processing technology ensure PartMaker users have the most robust post-processors 

possible,” said Mr. Fishman. "Using PartMaker’s unique, cloud-based post-processor update utility, 

customers can always be sure that they have the most recent post-processors for their machine tools.” 

PartMaker 2015 also includes specialist support for a new breed of machine tools that has been growing 

steadily in popularity in recent years called vertical mill-turns (VMT).  These machine tools provide the 

turning functionality typically found on a VTL (Vertical Turret Lathe) with the milling capabilities of a 

five-axis VMC (Vertical Machining Centre).  PartMaker 2015 will also offer support for turret-based 
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Swiss lathes with programmable B-axis live-tooling attachments. 

As a special attraction at the PartMaker booth at PMTS, the company is introducing the new PartMaker 

Multi-Channel Viewer app on the show floor.  The PartMaker Multi-Channel Viewer is an utterly 

unique, free software application for users of multi-axis turn-mill centres and Swiss-type lathes to 

quickly view their multi-channel NC programs side-by-side, for virtually any multi-channel 

machine/control combination.  The PartMaker Multi-Channel Viewer will be configured for visitors to 

the booth by a PartMaker product specialist for their shop’s exact line-up of multi-tasking machine 

tools.  By visiting the booth at PMTS, visitors will not only receive the PartMaker Multi-Channel 

Viewer to install on their PC, they will also have it configured on the show floor to take away on a USB 

stick. 
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Financial News 

HP to Present Live Audio Webcast of First Quarter Earnings Conference Call 

10 February 2015 

 

HP will conduct a live audio webcast of its conference call to review its financial results for the first 

fiscal quarter ended Jan. 31, 2015. 

The call is scheduled for Tuesday, Feb. 24, at 5 p.m. ET / 2 p.m. PT, and the webcast will be available 

at www.hp.com/investor/2015Q1Webcast. 

A replay of the audio webcast will be available at the same website shortly after the call and will remain 

available for approximately one year. 
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Trimble Reports Fourth Quarter and Full Year 2014 Results 

10 February 2015 

 

Trimble announced fourth quarter and fiscal year end results. 

Fourth Quarter 2014  

Fourth quarter 2014 revenue of $563.8 million was down 6 percent as compared to the fourth quarter of 

2013. Engineering and Construction revenue was $328.5 million, down 1 percent. Field Solutions 

revenue was $80.7 million, down 27 percent. Mobile Solutions revenue was $124.1 million, down 1 

percent. Advanced Devices revenue was $30.5 million, down 2 percent. Foreign currency translation 

unfavorably impacted company revenue by approximately 2 percent. 

GAAP operating income was $76.9 million, up 14 percent as compared to the fourth quarter of 2013. 

GAAP operating margin was 13.6 percent of revenue as compared to 11.2 percent of revenue in the 

fourth quarter of 2013, and benefitted from the reversal of a $51.3 million reserve for legal matters 

related to a jury verdict that was overturned.    

http://ctt.marketwire.com/?release=1174163&id=5387176&type=1&url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.hp.com%2finvestor%2f2015Q1Webcast
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GAAP net income was $55.8 million, down 7 percent as compared to the fourth quarter of 2013. Diluted 

GAAP earnings per share were $0.21 as compared to diluted GAAP earnings per share of $0.23 in the 

fourth quarter of 2013.  

Non-GAAP operating income of $84.2 million was down 33 percent as compared to the fourth quarter 

of 2013. Non-GAAP operating margin was 14.9 percent of revenue as compared to 20.9 percent of 

revenue in the fourth quarter of 2013. 

Non-GAAP net income of $76.1 million was down 33 percent as compared to the fourth quarter of 

2013. Diluted non-GAAP earnings per share were $0.29 as compared to diluted non-GAAP earnings per 

share of $0.43 in the fourth quarter of 2013. 

Operating cash flow in the quarter was $96.6 million, down 29 percent as compared to the fourth quarter 

of 2013.    

Fiscal 2014 

Fiscal 2014 revenue of $2.4 billion was up 5 percent as compared to fiscal 2013. Engineering and 

Construction revenue was $1.3 billion, up 10 percent. Field Solutions revenue was $422.1 million, down 

11 percent. Mobile Solutions revenue was $486.8 million, up 5 percent. Advanced Devices revenue was 

$138.5 million, up 9 percent.    

GAAP operating income was $260.8 million, up 4 percent as compared to fiscal 2013. GAAP operating 

margin was 10.9 percent of revenue as compared to 11.0 percent of revenue in fiscal 2013.  

GAAP net income was $214.1 million, down 2 percent as compared to fiscal 2013. Diluted GAAP 

earnings per share were $0.81 as compared to diluted GAAP earnings per share of $0.84 in fiscal 2013.  

Non-GAAP operating income of $479.8 million was up 1 percent as compared to fiscal 2013. Non-

GAAP operating margin was 20.0 percent of revenue as compared to 20.7 percent of revenue in fiscal 

2013. 

Non-GAAP net income of $386.6 million was down 6 percent as compared to fiscal 2013. Diluted non-

GAAP earnings per share were $1.46 as compared to diluted non-GAAP earnings per share of $1.58 in 

fiscal 2013. 

Operating cash flow in fiscal 2014 was $407.1 million, down 2 percent as compared to fiscal 2013.    

"We were impacted in the fourth quarter by a stronger dollar, deferred revenue accounting effects 

associated with new acquisitions, and the short term reaction to the decline in oil prices. The combined 

effect of these factors pushed us lower in our anticipated revenue range for the quarter and will influence 

first half 2015 results. Agriculture revenue for the quarter was consistent with our expectation and 

represents a significant year-over-year decline," said Steven W. Berglund, Trimble's president and chief 

executive officer. "Total fiscal year 2014 results for the company showed revenue and non-GAAP 

operating income expansion, despite the significant declines in agriculture. Although the agriculture 

market remains volatile and difficult to forecast, we continue to invest in the coming agriculture 

technology transformation while also taking steps in the short term to maintain our historically strong 

financial model for the company. Despite continuing headwinds in the first half of 2015 we anticipate 

strengthening results as the year progresses." 

Forward Looking Guidance 

For the first quarter of 2015 Trimble expects revenue to be between $590 million and $620 million with 

GAAP earnings per share of $0.09 to $0.16 and non-GAAP earnings per share of $0.26 to $0.33. Non-

GAAP guidance excludes the amortization of intangibles of $41 million related to previous acquisitions, 
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anticipated acquisition costs of $4 million, and the anticipated impact of stock-based compensation 

expense of $13 million. GAAP guidance assumes a tax rate of 23 percent and non-GAAP guidance 

assumes a tax rate of 22 percent.  Both GAAP and non-GAAP earnings per share assume approximately 

264 million shares outstanding.  

Investor Conference Call / Webcast Details 

Trimble will hold a conference call on February 10, 2015 at 2:00 p.m. PT to review its fourth quarter 

and fiscal year 2014 results. It will be broadcast live on the Web at http://investor.trimble.com. Investors 

without Internet access may dial into the call at (800) 528-9198 (U.S.) or (702) 928-6633 (international). 

The pass code is 75288322. The replay will also be available on the Web at the address above. 
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Implementation Investments 

Holland Shipyards Selects ShipConstructor 

12 February 2015 

 

Holland Shipyards has selected SSI’s ShipConstructor software for its new shipbuilding activities. The 

company’s decision is based on the multiple advantages ShipConstructor offers in comparison with 

other ship construction programs. 

Holland Shipyard undertakes new building, repair and conversion of small and medium-sized vessels. 

High efficiency and high productivity are the keystones to the company’s business and these principles 

guide its decisions. 

Florian den Besten, Naval Architect with Holland Shipyards, explained his company’s thinking when 

purchasing new CAD/CAM software. He said: 

“First of all, the system is user-friendly as ShipConstructor is AutoCAD based and contains all features 

needed by our architects. Secondly, the architects appreciate the ease of making 2D drawings with the 

MarineDrafting application of the ShipConstructor Hull Structure Premium Suite. The 2D drawings are 

used for workshop and classification drawings. The simplification of the technical drawings, by using 

appropriate symbols, makes them clear and readable. Additionally, the related 3D visualization tool, 

Autodesk Navisworks, makes the documents easily accessible by anyone throughout the company. The 

automatic nesting and collision checks are also very handy.” 

Overall, the abilities provided by ShipConstructor and its attractive price made Holland Shipyards 

decide to pick ShipConstructor as the main tool in their ship-designing operations. During the evaluation 

process, they were guided by SSI’s dealer in the Benelux region, CADMatch. 

CADMatch is Holland Shipyards’ trusted advisor when it comes to their CAD applications. Holland 

Shipyards is using both Autodesk Product Design Suites and Factory Design Suites. ShipConstructor, in 

combination with these Autodesk suites, covers the many disciplines and challenges of modern 

shipbuilding. From concept design, through detail CAD/CAM engineering, all the way to high quality 

visualizations for marketing, it's all available. CADMatch assists Holland Shipyards with proper 

workflows, training and support to make full use of this extremely powerful and extensive combination. 

 

http://investor.trimble.com/
http://www.holland-shipyards.com/
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ICURO Selects ThingWorx® Internet of Things (IoT) Application Platform to Deliver Personalized 

Health Care Information 

10 February 2015 

 

ThingWorx, a PTC® business and leading Internet of Things (IoT) platform provider, announced that 

ICURO, a consumer-centric care outcomes research and digital health management organization, has 

selected the ThingWorx® IoT Platform to power its intelligent care models by delivering personalized, 

actionable health information to consumers in order to promote sustainable healthy habits. 

ICURO is using the ThingWorx IoT Platform to launch its digital hub for consumer-centric care. It 

enables ICURO to connect all stakeholders in the new consumer-centric ecosystem consisting of 

providers, payors, employers, pharmaceuticals, and medical device companies with an integrated care 

delivery platform. The real time data collection and intelligent analysis of data allow consumers and 

providers to focus on health outcomes and enable personalized care management pathways. 

“ICURO is a good example of how IoT technology can improve communication between health care 

organizations and consumers to enable better health management and more effective treatments,” said 

Russ Fadel, president, ThingWorx. “The ThingWorx platform will enable ICURO to simplify and speed 

its development, reducing the time it takes ICURO to deploy secured healthcare solutions to market.” 

Using ThingWorx, ICURO is able to offer consumer and provider-centric dashboards that deliver 

personalized data that is more meaningful and actionable to the consumer. 

“ICURO’s mission is to improve health care access at much lower costs while providing the quality of 

care and convenience that consumers have come to expect in every other aspect of their digital lives,” 

said Bipin Thomas, president, ICURO. “Using the ThingWorx platform we are able to securely and 

efficiently collect and interpret data from multiple medical devices such as blood pressure monitors, 

glucometers and cardiac measurement devices that can offer real time care interventions and 

personalized healthcare management.” 
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Technopakas Chose ZW3D to Boost Plastic Package Design and Manufacturing 

11 February 2015 

 

ZW3D today announced that it has been selected by Technopakas , the plastic packaging manufacturer 

in the Baltic region. 

Established in 1993, Technopakas now is one of the biggest manufacturers of plastic packaging in 

Eastern Europe. It specializes in the manufacturing of plastic packaging for food and non-food 

industries: inserts and trays for sweets and chocolate, disposable dishes and containers for food products 

- cakes, salads and other boxes from PET, BOPS, PS, PP films. 

The Need 

Technopakas’s mission is to provide efficient personalized services and flexibility to customer, while 

consistently delivering quality and unique products in time.  As the business expands, Technopakas 

http://zwsoft.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9e4ca9137dcca54dd7bf1b9a9&id=e340c27730&e=30ac0cea39
http://zwsoft.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9e4ca9137dcca54dd7bf1b9a9&id=3359bd4091&e=30ac0cea39
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encountered difficulties in product design when traditional 2D software was unable to meet the growing 

requirements and their supplementary 3D CAD system failed to create aesthetic designs. Thus, they 

needed a more sophisticated 3D solution with powerful data exchange capabilities to optimize product 

design and production efficiency.  

The Solution 

After careful consideration and in-depth research, Technopakas chose ZW3D for its powerful 

functionalities in flexible modeling leveraging the existing 2D and 3D data. With the embedded file 

translator, Technopakas can handle various data from their clients. They receive 2D drawings or 

requirement documents from clients and use ZW3D to convert the 2D DWG data to 3D models. 

Then, ZW3D’s solid-surface hybrid modeling technology, offered by the unique Overdrive
TM

 kernel to 

support all functions workable on both solids and surfaces, allows them to flexibly design stylish and 

customized packages with less time. 
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Ted Baker Selects Centric Software Product Lifecycle Management 

10 February 2015 

 

Ted Baker, the United Kingdom based fashion company, has selected Centric Software to provide its 

product lifecycle management (PLM) software. 

The fast-growing company will use the Centric 8 PLM software for retail, apparel, footwear, luxury and 

consumer goods companies to link together all product development information for both internal users 

and suppliers, according to Donald Browne, production director at Ted Baker. “Centric’s PLM software 

will provide our design and technical design teams with accurate, timely and comprehensive 

information, ensuring that Ted’s inimitable eye for detail is showcased to the fullest across women's 

wear, men's wear and accessories,” he says. 

Centric’s innovations in PLM solution implementation and mobile app development were key factors in 

the selection, adds Browne. The Agile Deployment
SM

 branded implementation methodology employs an 

iterative, vs. serial, process. “The ability to make changes almost instantaneously, thanks to the system’s 

configurability rather than custom code or reprogramming, means that Centric 8 will maximize derived 

value, minimize risk, and speed benefit delivery for Ted,” he says. 

The Centric 8 PLM solution’s ease of use, visually attractive interface and flexibilty to support 

continuous product changes through development seasons were other factors in the selection, adds 

Browne. He also cited Centric’s reputation in high fashion, industry knowledge, references in the 

industry and expertise of the staff. “Centric is the best fit to work with Ted and the team.” 

Ted Baker also valued Centric’s innovative leadership in developing mobile apps for PLM, explains 

Browne. Centric was the first PLM company to market mobile apps, and currently offers six apps, more 

than any other PLM provider in its industry. 

“Ted Baker is ‘no ordinary designer,’ and Centric is no ordinary PLM provider,” says Chris Groves, 

president and CEO of Centric. “This is an excellent partnership, and one in which we know that 

Centric‘s innovative culture will mesh well with the Ted Baker personality to produce real results 

quickly.” 
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Product News 

3D PDF Pro Debut 

6 February 2015 

 

PROSTEP's 3D PDF Pro 2.0, a new desktop plugin solution for Adobe® Acrobat® Pro, is now 

available. The release of 3D PDF Pro 2.0 in January of 2015 includes several new and exciting features 

which help to enrich 3D PDF documents.  These features bring static imagery to life by efficiently 

repurposing 3D CAD engineering data into interactive PDFs. 

The capabilities of 3D PDF Pro have proven time and again to exceed customer expectations by 

reducing engineering overhead, loss of scrap, rework, and supplier response time. 

3D PDF Pro now provides more tools to create easy-to-follow instruction manuals and generate 

animations on the fly. With the enhancements of 2.0, users can easily highlight a specific scope for an 

assembly and intuitively adjust part information without an external source. Additionally, 3D PDF Pro 

2.0 offers added tools to search and filter large lists of assemblies or Model Structure items. 
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3DSemantix Announce the Release of 3DPartFinder V5 Solutions 

9 February 2015 

 

3DSemantix proudly announce the release of 3DPartFinder v5 solutions to assist manufacturing 

enterprise create more innovative products that leverage their best designs while reducing their cost. 

With 3DPartFinder v5 everyone involved in the process of creating new products achieve their goals 

more efficiently. 

Every designer working in CATIA V5, NX, PTC Creo, Autodesk Inventor, Solid Edge and 

SOLIDWORKS can trust 3DPartFinder to locate the most appropriate part available in their company 

for their new design. We have incorporated a full Diagnostic Dash Board to help our customers measure 

their progress with their reuse strategy and generate their own KPI’s. 

No need to have a CAD station to locate the most similar parts with 3DPartFinder v5. Manufacturing 

engineers can use 3DPartFinder to locate the most appropriate manufacturing process, quality inspection 

check-list or any other document. Purchasing teams can quickly identify suppliers for a new part, 

compare cost for similar designs and so on. When searching for documents that would help you with a 

new design, 3DPartFinder will most likely help you more efficiently than any traditional alphanumeric 

search engine. 

With powerful 3DPartFinder v5 analytics, enterprises get full control of part creation and identify 

automatically any duplicate or nearby duplicate design created. Team leaders can quickly review the 

situation and prevent triggering the entire process of creating a new part. 

3DPartFinder Analytics will help your team to clean-up your 3D model database from any duplicates or 

http://www.3dpartfinder.com/en-us/why3dpartfinder.aspx
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assist your team identify all groups of nearby duplicates to create standard parts and reduce your 

inventory cost. With process speed of one million parts per hour, it won’t take long before you have 

your diagnosis in hands! Increase reuse, reduce costs and deliver project faster with 3DPartFinder v5! 

3DPartFinder for CAD Users 

No need for the designers to learn new software. Being in their CAD system the designer simply clicks 

on 3DPartFinder to launch a search from their first 3D rough model of the targeted part. Candidate parts 

are ranked by similarity and displayed in their CAD system where designers can use any CAD function 

to analyze models and make their final selection. 

With 3DPartFinder v5, every designer can be sure he will not create a duplicate! 

Moreover, they can inspire their new design from the most appropriate part available in the company 

and leverage the best practice and historical data from the colleagues. You can prioritize the search in 

your preferred designs or standard part catalogs. Integrate 3DPartFinder in your PLM to enhance your 

best practices for design. Time savings allow your team to spend more time on the innovative aspects of 

a new product. 

“Several companies are using configured parts as part of their current operations. In 3DPartFinder v5 we 

have incorporated the capability to index configured parts,” explains Bertrand Houle, vice-president 

Sales at 3DSemantix, who has overseen this new product launching. 

3DPartFinder non-invasive installation allows leveraging your data stored in your existing systems. No 

need to copy your existing 3D model database for indexing, no need to install a new part management 

system or whatsoever. “Customers are impressed by the simplicity and efficiency of the installation 

process. 3DPartFinder is not only simple to use but also to implement!” comments Mr. Houle. 
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Altium Announces New PCB Design Tool for Integrated SolidWorks Collaboration 

9 February 2015 

 

Altium Limited announced PCBWorks, a new PCB design tool created to enhance workflow 

collaboration between electrical and mechanical designers. Created in direct response to the divide 

between electrical and mechanical workflows, PCBWorks provides a powerful set of collaboration tools 

to integrate design data with the industry-leading mechanical design software, SolidWorks
®
. 

“Collaboration issues between ECAD and MCAD workflows have always been a thorn in the side of 

engineering teams,” said Jason Hingston, CTO at Altium. “PCBWorks dramatically shifts the landscape 

of how electronic and mechanical engineers work together, making the design process virtually seamless 

between ECAD and MCAD teams.” 

At the core of PCBWorks is a set of powerful schematic capture and PCB layout tools along with an 

easy-to-use interface that works in tandem with existing mechanical workflows in SolidWorks. Design 

data between components and mechanical enclosures are linked seamlessly between electrical and 

mechanical workflows, with the world’s first-ever managed Engineering Change Orders (ECO) process 

delivering changes in design data from SolidWorks to PCBWorks using native SolidWorks files. 

PCBWorks empowers mechanical designers with the ability to manage design changes in an existing 

workflow environment in SolidWorks. This added functionality allows design teams to change 

http://www.altium.com/
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component placement, board shapes, and mounting holes of PCBs in SolidWorks without interrupting 

existing mechanical workflows. Answering an often-heard demand from mechanical engineers, board 

assemblies from PCBWorks can also be opened in SolidWorks with included copper information for 

deeper analysis and simulation options. 

Designed to help bridge the ECAD/MCAD divide, PCBWorks provides a new method of native 

collaboration between electrical and mechanical design teams that have commonly been plagued by 

communication and file compatibility issues. With PCBWorks, two distinct workflow and engineering 

mindsets are being brought together to work in parallel for a new model of true design collaboration. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Bentley Adds Process Safety and Risk Management Capabilities to AssetWise APM 

10 February 2015 

 

Bentley Systems, Incorporated, a leading company dedicated to providing comprehensive software 

solutions for sustaining infrastructure, announced the immediate availability of AssetWise APM V7.3. 

This enhanced version of Bentley’s asset performance management (APM) offering – an all-in-one 

analysis and information management software platform for asset reliability and asset integrity – now 

also advances process safety.  

Alan Kiraly, Bentley senior vice president, server products, said, “Our AssetWise APM V7.3 meets the 

demanding requirements of reliability, integrity, safety, and maintenance managers and engineers in 

industries ranging from oil and gas, petrochemical, and mining and metals to power generation and other 

utilities. The software ensures assets are safe and reliable and that they are inspected and maintained to 

reduce or eliminate risk. Users further benefit from the elimination of unexpected downtime, increased 

asset availability and utilization, reduced maintenance costs, and support for regulations and safety 

standards, including ISA 84, IEC 61511, IEC 61508, and IEC 61882.”  

AssetWise APM V7.3’s new process safety features help users manage the integrity of safety systems 

and hazardous processes, thereby preventing failures and catastrophic incidents and keeping people, 

assets, and the environment safer. Capabilities include safety instrumented function (SIF) analysis, 

safety instrumented systems (SIS), safety integrity level (SIL) and safety provisions, overrides, and 

incidents. AssetWise APM V7.3 also provides version control and approval, the analysis of loss of 

containment scenarios, and the identification and assessment of risks at the system level, as well as for 

related assets (risk matrix).  

Other features of AssetWise APM V7.3 include the following:  

 Spatial navigation – Maintenance, reliability, or integrity engineers can quickly identify assets in 

early warning alarm and/or work that needs attention by asset type or type of problem in a 

particular geographic area. Flashing alarms and asset health scores displayed on the map provide 

at-a-glance notification of the severity of the asset problems. Actions can be taken directly from 

the map, including viewing the asset’s i-model to understand the design basis and compare 

against the current condition.  

 Production loss accounting – Users can quickly get started improving assets having a significant 

impact on production and maintenance costs. In addition, reliability leaders can easily identify 

“bad actor” assets, prioritizing asset improvement projects and reducing risk.  

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bentley.com%2Fen-US%2FProducts%2FAssetWise%2BIvara%2BPerformance%2BManagement%2F&esheet=51037050&newsitemid=20150210006146&lan=en-US&anchor=AssetWise+APM&index=1&md5=aa70fe3fa3fc45f8aadc319ce8ace02f
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bentley.com%2Fen-US%2FProducts%2FAssetWise%2BIvara%2BPerformance%2BManagement%2F&esheet=51037050&newsitemid=20150210006146&lan=en-US&anchor=AssetWise+APM&index=2&md5=48488dd368865fad4eb29a2f3cf975fe
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 Atmospheric storage tank (AST) analysis – Risk-based inspections have been extended to 

include support for AST analysis. Probability and consequence severity evaluations, confidence 

evaluations, remnant life, and next inspection date now support AST.  

 Root cause analysis (RCA) diagrams – Expanded RCA capabilities include diagrams that aid in 

assessing root cause and accurately identifying and correcting the root causes of specific asset 

failures, as opposed to simply addressing their symptoms.  

With AssetWise APM V7.3, users can also:  

 benefit from its ability to leverage i-models (for the conveyance of AECO deliverables) to allow 

for immersive APM, visually guiding inspection and maintenance activities; this extends the 

value of mobile devices to operations by making it possible to bring the virtual model to the field 

and align it with the physical plant – enabling observed conditions of an asset’s performance to 

be analyzed and guidance provided as to best courses of action for peak performance and safety;  

 develop risk-based reliability-centered strategies to define the proactive maintenance work and 

modifications required to optimize performance; the resulting program generates actionable, 

data-driven insights on asset performance and reliability;  

 monitor asset condition and performance using tablet/mobile devices, and collect asset condition 

data from automated sources based on time and rules criteria;  

 consolidate and analyze condition data from all sources of inspections and real-time monitoring 

devices with a centralized asset health dashboard; and  

 access design and engineering information models when inspecting or performing corrective 

work on assets.  

 

Click here to return to Contents 

BETA CAE Systems S.A. Announces the Release of ANSA & µETA v15.2.3 

12 February 2015 

 

About this release 

BETA CAE System S.A. announces the release of v15.2.3 of ANSA / µETA pre- and post- processing 

suite. This maintenance release focuses on the correction of identified problems and issues for ANSA 

and µΕΤΑ. 

 

Understanding the Software Release Schedule 

The plan 

We are committed in delivering improved and enhanced software releases, the soonest possible, in order 

to meet the requirement of our customers for the continuous improvement of their experience and work. 

Therefore, we are working in releasing new software versions with code corrections, new software 

features and enhancements, in regular, frequent intervals. 

- A major software version is released every year. 

- First point releases, such as v15.1.0, v15.2.0 and so on, with code corrections but also with additional 

software features and enhancements are released every three months. 

- Second point releases, such as v15.2.1, v15.2.2, v15.2.3 mainly with code corrections only upon their 

parent first point release, are scheduled on a monthly basis. 
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Each software release is accompanied by a detailed description of the introduced corrections and/or 

additions so that our customers can decide whether it is critical to implement this release in their 

environment. 

This release 

This release of v15.2.3 implements enhancements and code corrections on v15.2.0 and v15.2.2. 

Note that ANSA / µETA v15.2.1 had been revoked. 

  

Known issues resolved in ANSA 

GUI 

The Feature selection toolbar issue, when saving and loading .xml files with labels activated, has been 

resolved. 

Data Management 

Input: Plmxml files containing more than one top level items, might not be handled correctly. 

Multi-selected parts, when saved in DM, would be assigned the same version, if “Apply to all” was 

selected. 

Mesh 

Zone Cut: Gradual definition performance has been significantly enhanced. Applying ZoneCut, could 

affect neighboring frozen mesh. Applying Project in mode 'Create zones' could result in unexpected 

termination. 

Volume mesh 

Volume mesh might not respect the Size Boxes' Growth Rate. 

Structured Mesh: Applying Rotate using an axis collinear to the extruded elements' edges, could result 

in unexpected termination. 

Tools Conv2Poly: The procedure exhibited excessive memory utilization. 

Improvements of TetraRapid implementation of growth rate for a wider range of values. 

DECKs 

Opening a TABLE, with large number of points, exhibited significant delay. 

NASTRAN / SOL200: Algorithm selection was missing from the Simulate and DOE window. 

Abaqus / STEP: Contact variables: CNAREA, CLINELOAD, CDISPETOS, CSTRESSERI and 

CSTRESSETOS, were missing from the *CONTACT OUTPUT keyword's variables list. 

  

For more details about the new software features, enhancements and corrections please, refer to the 

Release Notes document. 

 

Known issues resolved in µETA 

Supported interfaces 

Abaqus 6.14 .odb files could not be read on MS-Windows workstations. 

ANSYS results on nodes of 1st order pyramid elements were incorrect. 

Column ASCII result labels might not be read correctly. 

Universal file results on nodes with assigned coordinate systems might be wrong. 

Section Forces 

Incorrect Section forces calculated on nodes with assigned coordinated systems. 

2D Plot 

Unexpected termination could occur when plotting ASCII results from Nastran PLT files. 

Curves from specific HDF files could not be plotted. 

Displacement from coordinates curves from ERF1 files could not be plotted. 
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Report 

Unexpected termination might occur when saving a PPTX report that contained slides with grouped 

shapes. 

  

For more details about the new software features, enhancements and corrections please, refer to the 

Release Notes document. 

 

Compatibility and Supported Platforms 

ANSA files saved by all the first and second point releases of a major version are compatible to each 

other. New major versions can read files saved by previous ones but not vice versa. 

The .metadb files saved with μETA version 15.2.3 are compatible and can be opened by earlier versions 

of μETA. 

Support for 32-bit platform has been discontinued for all operating systems. 

  

Download 

Where to download from 

Customers who are served directly by BETA CAE Systems S.A. may download the new software, 

examples and documentation from their account on our server. They can access their account through 

the "user login" link at our web site http://www.beta-cae.gr 

Contact us if you miss your account details. The [ Public ] link will give you access to the public 

downloads area. 

Customers who are served by a local business agent should contact the local support channel for 

software distribution details. 

What to download 

All files required for the installation of this version reside in the folder named 

"BETA_CAE_Systems_v15.2.3" and are dated as of February 9
th

, 2015. These files should replace any 

pre-releases or other files downloaded prior to that date. 

The distribution of this version of our pre- and post-processing suite is packaged in one, single, unified 

installation file, that invokes the respective installer and guides the procedure for the installation of the 

required components. 

For the installation of the software on each platform type, the.sh installer file residing in the folder with 

respective platform name, for Linux and MacOS or the respective .msi installer file for Windows, 64bit, 

have to be downloaded. 

In addition to the above, optionally, the µETA Viewer is available to be downloaded for each supported 

platform. 

The tutorials and the example files reside in the folder named "TUTORIALS". This folder includes the 

complete package of the tutorials and example files, and a package with only the updated ones. 

The Abaqus libraries required for the post-processing of Abaqus .odb files are included in the 

installation package and can be optionally unpacked. 

Earlier software releases are also available in the sub-directory called "old" or in a folder named after the 

product and version number. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 
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BobCAD-CAM Releases New Mill Training Videos for BobCAM for SOLIDWORKS® V4 CAM 

Plugin 

11 February 2015 

 

The new BobCAM for SOLIDWORKS® V4 Mill Training Professor Video Series has been released. 

BobCAD-CAM, Inc. is a Gold Partner CAM solution for SOLIDWORKS CAD Design products. The 

latest Gold Partner BobCAM V4 CAM Plugin software is used to integrate CAD with CAM for 

SOLIDWORKS users that need 2.5, 3, 4 & 5 Axis CNC machining technology for manufacturing. The 

new training video series is dedicated to training users who want to learn everything about using the 

software to machine their CNC Mill parts right in the comfort of their office rather than in a class. 

BobCAM for SOLIDWORKS CAM Training Videos Accelerate The Learning Process 

Not everyone can make it to a training class or can spend hours online. Training videos offer a world 

class solution to training that can take place anywhere at any time. The BobCAM V4 Training Professor 

videos includes: 

 100 Individual Training Videos 

 466 Page Training Manual 

 Individual Training Tutorials 

 Corresponding CAD Files 

The training manual can be purchased as a hard book but is included as a digital PDF copy along with 

the video set. In addition, the videos can be accessible online rather than being shipped a package of 

them. The training lessons cover all machining operations for 2 & 3 Axis CNC machining, machining 

wizards, CAM cutting condition set up, tools, materials and much more. 

By using the training videos users can learn more about: 

 Setting up the software, Orientation and CAM Job Tree manager. 

 Use TOOLPATH PROGRAMMING strategies to speed up part programming. 

 How to use advanced built-in SIMULATION which allows shops to avoid costly mistakes. 

The detailed digital workbook guides you step-by-step through each lesson and includes a library of pre-

made CAD files that correspond to the workbook tutorials. Lessons are self-contained and portable. 

Learn what you want, when you want, and where you want – in your office, in your shop, in your home, 

or on the road. This new BobCAM V4 Mill training series is like having a personal training professor in 

a box, teaching you everything you need to know about the BobCAM for SOLIDWORKS software from 

A to Z! 
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Dassault Systèmes Enhances MySolidWorks 

10 February 2015 

 

Dassault Systèmes announced the latest enhancements to MySolidWorks, the online gateway that 

provides single-point access to all SOLIDWORKS communities and content. Launched last year, 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.3ds.com&esheet=51036636&newsitemid=20150210005334&lan=en-US&anchor=Dassault+Syst%C3%A8mes&index=1&md5=1de4afcff49eba5c8daabd68507f8d90
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmy.solidworks.com&esheet=51036636&newsitemid=20150210005334&lan=en-US&anchor=MySolidWorks&index=2&md5=efed3703251e798fe4545b32ff4dd0ff
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MySolidWorks has been updated with new features to help 2.7 million SOLIDWORKS users get the 

best answers to their questions about SOLIDWORKS, stay current, sharpen design skills, and share 

expertise, all from the convenience of their mobile device or desktop. 

“I need to ensure that our 140 SOLIDWORKS users are efficient in their use of SOLIDWORKS and are 

working at maximum productivity. MySolidWorks is a tool that helps me do just that,” said Greg 

Johnson, Senior Applications Specialist at Vermeer, a global industrial and agricultural equipment 

manufacturer. “With MySolidWorks I can search for and find the best answers to questions about 

SOLIDWORKS and share those answers with my team. Plus, there’s real value in the online training at 

MySolidWorks. When my engineers are confronted with a problem, they can easily find online training 

content that presents a quick solution.” 

“We listen to our users’ advice, what they’re saying to each other, and what they need to be more 

successful and productive. MySolidWorks is about leveraging the knowledge and expertise in our 

community to help engineers become more productive,” said Gian Paolo Bassi, CEO, SOLIDWORKS, 

Dassault Systèmes. “We have an incredible amount of knowledge in our user community and 

MySolidWorks is the gateway to that expertise.” 

In addition to MySolidWorks’ already extensive existing community content (forums, blogs, videos, and 

3D ContentCentral), MySolidWorks includes the following new services: 

 MySolidWorks Training - 120 new online training modules tailored to meet SOLIDWORKS 

users’ needs, including SOLIDWORKS Certification prep courses. New training content 

includes SOLIDWORKS Essentials, Advanced Part Modeling, Sheet Metal Design, Assembly 

Modeling, and more; 

 MySolidWorks Drive - Connects cloud-based file storage services, such as Dropbox and Google 

Drive with MySolidWorks. MySolidWorks Drive enables SOLIDWORKS users to easily share 

large designs files with manufacturers, colleagues and vendors from anywhere, as well as view 

their designs online with the eDrawings online viewer; 

 My VAR - Allows resellers to promote information and technical content to their users. Resellers 

can plug in their content feed for blogs, videos, and news, and display a schedule of events such 

as webinars and seminars; 

 MySolidWorks Manufacturing Network - Designed to connect SOLIDWORKS users and 

reliable manufacturers with capabilities in 3D Printing, Sheet Metal, CNC Machining and 

Injection Molding. Today, manufacturers can register to get listed on the Manufacturing Network 

and SOLIDWORKS users can recommend manufacturers to be added. 

In the future, SOLIDWORKS users will be able to find and connect with these manufacturers to get 

physical parts made quickly, while manufacturers will be able to reach SOLIDWORKS users more 

directly to promote their services and respond to RFQ's. 

MySolidWorks consists of three levels: MySolidWorks, MySolidWorks Standard and MySolidWorks 

Professional. Each level offers users an increase in capabilities and content. Users can contact their 

reseller for more information about a special MySolidWorks Professional promotion or visit: 

http://www.solidworks.com/locateVAR/. 
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Dassault Systèmes Introduces SOLIDWORKS Model Based Definition 

11 February 2015 

 

Dassault Systèmes, the 3DEXPERIENCE Company, a world leader in 3D design software, 3D Digital 

Mock Up and Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions, today announced the launch of 

SOLIDWORKS Model Based Definition (MBD), its powerful drawingless manufacturing 

application.  SOLIDWORKS MBD provides engineers with a 3D tool for model-based design that 

improves technical communication, accelerates design and manufacturing processes and saves 

production time and costs.  

As the use of 3D in today’s industrial design and manufacturing processes becomes more prevalent, 

traditional 2D engineering drawings are proving to be time-consuming, error-prone, and non-compliant 

with industry standards.  These inefficiencies waste valuable time, money and resources.   

With the SOLIDWORKS MBD application, engineers can now generate one master document for all 

product and manufacturing information, downstream processes, and compliance with regulations and 

standards without having to produce and maintain separate sets of expensive 2D engineering drawings.  

“Model-based definition methodologies have been shown to reduce manufacturing errors and avoid the 

expense and time associated with developing 2D drawings, which can run up to 50 percent of total 

development costs,” said Gian Paolo Bassi, CEO, SOLIDWORKS, Dassault Systèmes. “Every new 

SOLIDWORKS application that we develop is a reflection of the user community’s needs. We’ve 

tailored SOLIDWORKS MBD to offer patent-pending engineering innovation for easier product design 

and manufacturing and faster time-to-market.”  

“SOLIDWORKS MBD’s compliance to MIL-STD-31000 Appendix B is close to 100 percent, if not at 

100 percent,” stated Rich Eckenrode, Co-Chairman of the MIL-STD-31000 manufacturing sub-

committee, who defined the model based definition requirements for the United States government 

procurement officers. “SOLIDWORKS MBD’s ability to achieve a highly compliant MBD model 

viewing schema is as good as or even better than other CAD systems.”  

SOLIDWORKS MBD enables more streamlined technical communication using industry standard file 

formats. Engineers can define, organize and publish product and manufacturing information directly in 

3D to improve communication between design and manufacturing teams and reduce the risk of 

errors.  SOLIDWORKS MBD serves multiple use cases including communicating part and assembly 

information required by manufacturing, request for quotes by purchasing, and inspection reports for the 

QA department -- in each case providing streamlined and more accurate information to all stakeholders.   

SOLIDWORKS MBD is a key addition to SOLIDWORKS 2015 product portfolio unveiled last 

September. SOLIDWORKS 2015 covers all aspects of the product development process with an 

intuitive, integrated 3D development environment that includes 3D design, simulation, electrical design, 

product data management and technical communication. With the new Collaborative Sharing feature, 

SOLIDWORKS 2015 enables access to Dassault Systèmes’ 3DEXPERIENCE platform and its cloud-

based capabilities.  
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Dassault Systèmes announced the launch of SOLIDWORKS Industrial Design, the second 

SOLIDWORKS application on its 3DEXPERIENCE platform. This application delivers significant 

social collaboration benefits through its use of Dassault Systèmes’ cloud-based capabilities. 

Unveiled at the SOLIDWORKS World 2015 conference in Phoenix, Arizona, SOLIDWORKS 

Industrial Design embraces the social, conceptual and collaborative design world in today’s age of 

experience. The application accelerates the product design process by providing engineers with an 

intuitive cloud-based tool to design and collaborate on complex organic shapes—from concept to final 

product—anytime, anywhere. 

“The needs of the CAD user community have been a beacon of technological innovation and we are 

committed to developing tools that respond to evolutions in the product design process, from a technical 

perspective as well as a collaborative one,” said Gian Paolo Bassi, CEO, SOLIDWORKS, Dassault 

Systèmes. “With SOLIDWORKS Industrial Design and our 3DEXPERIENCE platform, we want 

engineers to be able to rely on powerful, accessible technologies that facilitate their work and result in 

significant business advantages.” 

Constraints of traditional industrial design software, including data incompatibility, extensive rework of 

designs and a disconnect between industrial and mechanical design teams, lack of collaboration during 

the design process and difficulty in evaluating multiple concepts can slow down the product design 

process and reduce cost efficiency and time-to-market. 

The SOLIDWORKS Industrial Design application eliminates these barriers by offering a flexible, 

intuitive single modeling environment that improves the overall industrial design process. With Dassault 

Systèmes’ 3DEXPERIENCE platform, SOLIDWORKS Industrial Design provides social design 

capabilities and transparent data management that allow engineers and designers to quickly solve 

industrial design challenges and easily transition to mechanical design. Safe, secure, intelligent data 

storage on the cloud can be accessed anytime from anywhere to share designs, collaborate on ideas, save 

and evaluate multiple concepts. 

With SOLIDWORKS Industrial Design, designers can create complex shapes in 3D and add mechanical 

data directly to a model without changing product design software or environment. Concept sketching, 

integrated freeform and parametric surface/solid modeling, direct editing, realistic rendering and 

simplified design evolution tools are all features of this streamlined process. 

“In the digital age, design is free flowing, mobile and collaborative,” said Michael Thompson, Global 

Product Manager, Wacom Technology Corporation. “We feel that our partnership with SOLIDWORKS 

Industrial Design will enable professional designers working on Wacom pen tablets or creative pen 

displays to bring their ideas to market in a rapid and seamless way.” 

SOLIDWORKS Industrial Design is the second SOLIDWORKS application to be introduced on the 

3DEXPERIENCE platform, following the launch in 2014 of SOLIDWORKS Conceptual 

Design (formerly called SOLIDWORKS Mechanical Conceptual), its instinctive, powerful conceptual 

design application. Along with other SOLIDWORKS tools these applications offer easy-to-use, 

collaborative cloud-based capabilities, content and services that quicken development and time-to-

market, lower costs and help increase market share. 

Dassault Systèmes will bring SOLIDWORKS Industrial Design to life at SOLIDWORKS World 2015, 

taking place at the Phoenix Convention Center until February 11, 2015. On site, users will demonstrate 

how SOLIDWORKS Industrial Design can simplify and accelerate industrial design for more 

innovation, better collaboration and faster time-to-market. 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.3ds.com&esheet=51036266&newsitemid=20150209006022&lan=en-US&anchor=Dassault+Syst%C3%A8mes&index=1&md5=75a61d5256a19ff060bda0908179e3aa
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Delcam Adds Automatic Collision Avoidance to PowerINSPECT Inspection Software 

13 February 2015 

 

Delcam has released the 2015 version of its PowerINSPECT inspection system.  The new version 

includes automatic collision avoidance, faster import of large CAD files, quicker preparation of longer 

inspection reports, and improved display of results from point-cloud data, plus many other customer-

requested enhancements. 

PowerINSPECT has included collision detection for many years to warn the user when there was a 

possibility of any collision between the probe and the item being inspected.  Until now, the user then had 

to make the required changes to the probe path to avoid the collision. 

With PowerINSPECT 2015, the software adjusts the probe path automatically if a direct move between 

inspection features could produce a collision.  The software will calculate a new motion path that avoids 

the obstacle, typically by moving up and over the obstruction or around it.  

Collision avoidance is carried out when the initial probe path is generated, when the sequence of 

measurements is re-ordered, and when features are added or removed.  As well as preventing collisions, 

automatic collision checking will save significant programming time, especially when inspecting more 

complex items. 

The user still has the option to override the path produced by the software.  This might be required if any 

accessories not modelled in the CAD data are present, for example, any clamps or fixtures being used to 

hold the part. 

A number of improvements to PowerINSPECT 2015 have made both data import and report generation 

much faster.  The differences will be particularly apparent when reading large CAD models, such as a 

complete car body, and when producing longer reports with more graphical images. 

Another improvement in reporting gives users much greater control over the contents of any report.  For 

example, it is easier to produce a summary of the complete set of results as a management 

report.  Similarly, a more concise report can be produced when greater detail is not needed, for example, 

when all the results are well within the expected tolerances. 

The 2015 release also offers improved display of results from point-cloud data, including a better shaded 

display of the ‘colour map’, complete with the coloured scale of the tolerances.  As well as making the 

results simpler to understand, the new format is more consistent with the reports produced by 

PowerINSPECT from data from other types of measurements.  This makes it easier to compare the 

results from different devices or measurement methods. 

A number of other usability enhancements have been included.  The representation of changes to the 

probe or to the probing parameters is now clearer and easier to understand.  These improvements will be 

especially useful when creating longer inspection sequences for CNC coordinate-measuring machines 

and for on-machine verification.  They will also make it easier for CMM operators to follow 

measurement sequences developed by another user, for example, when the inspection routine is created 

by the company’s metrology expert but then carried out by less experienced users. 

Another usability enhancement is the addition of scale-model inspection.  In this mode, the 

measurements from a scale model, such as a half-scale car, are displayed as though they were the results 

http://www.powerinspect.com/
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from the full-size item.  This makes the reports easier to understand at first view and makes it quicker to 

exchange digital measurements with the CAD system as there is no need to compensate for the scaling 

in the model. 

It has also been made easier to handle more complex CAD data structures, with data split over a series 

of levels.  In particular, it is easier to match the CAD view to an item contained within a history tree. 

Finally, a new intersection item has been added to the range of geometry that can be measured with 

PowerINSPECT; the intersection between a sphere and either a cone or a cylinder.  This option will be 

useful when measuring ducting and pipework. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Delcam’s PowerMILL CAM gives Paragon the Power to Change 

12 February 2015 

 

Standardising on Delcam’s PowerMILL CAM software for all of its machining has proved a key 

component of the ‘Power to Change’ philosophy at Paragon D&E.  "We are seeing jobs coming in days 

ahead of schedule,” claimed Manufacturing Engineer, Brian Kerkstra.  "We’re seeing jobs that would 

traditionally have taken us ten weeks being completed in eight or nine weeks.” 

"Our ‘Power to Change’ philosophy is about our team working together to develop methods to do things 

more efficiently.  It’s about getting people involved and really trusting in their decisions,” explained 

Paragon President, David Muir.  "We’re actually envisioning what Paragon could look like in a year 

from now.  Before we had PowerMILL, this was a five-year plan for Paragon – we are accelerating our 

plans by using the relationship we have with Delcam.” 

To see the full interview, please go to www.delcam.tv/paragon-partnership  

Paragon, which is based in Grand Rapids, Michigan, is best known for producing very large, and very 

accurate, tooling and components.  The company serves a variety of industries, including automotive, 

heavy truck, oil and gas, aerospace, defence, marine and nuclear. 

This diversity has been an important part of the company’s success.  "A big advantage that Paragon has 

is that we’re really able to cross-pollinate ideas from different projects,” claimed Mr. Muir.  "What we 

learn in one industry, like aerospace, we’re able to apply in injection moulding or vice versa, or even in 

compression tooling or even now in hydro-form tooling.” 

In contrast, a diverse range of programming software used to be a major problem.  "We had too many 

software programs on the machine floor,” remembered Mr. Muir.  "That problem was driving a lot of 

inefficiencies with our training and with the ability for our staff to move from one station to 

another.  We explored the idea of looking for only one software program across the whole shop.  We 

looked through all the software that was available in the world today and we decided on Delcam.”   

The decision wasn’t only about the strength of the software.  "Delcam brought us a willingness to listen 

to what our company needed and what our users needed,” stated Mr. Muir.  "Most of the competitors 

told us "This is how it’s going to be” but Delcam said "What can we do to make your business more 

profitable?”  We needed more customised input and, instead of being the traditional software vendor that 

pushed back and tried to shoe-horn us into its product, Delcam gave us direct access to the development 

team.” 

http://www.powermill.com/
http://www.delcam.tv/paragon-partnership


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 49 

"Delcam isn’t just another software provider,” added Andrew Samrick, Vice President of 

Manufacturing.  "We’ve been given regular training onsite.  We were able to move from zero 

knowledge to a better cost performance in less than six months and that’s amazing!” 

"Our customers have been telling us that, because of the way we can move now, we are doing things that 

no one else on earth can do for them,” he continued.  "We’ve got some great ‘mad scientists’ who can 

think up these incredible things.  PowerMILL has helped us to take their focus off the day-to-day issues 

and to begin to look forward.  The type of equipment that we build is among the largest of its kind but 

that’s simply a stepping stone towards being able to build more custom solutions for specific customer 

needs.  Delcam allows us to take care of our customers and to make money at the same time.”  

One area where Paragon needed extra support was dynamic machining control for the company’s large 

five-axis machines.  Paragon staff worked with Delcam developers to create the integrated mechanism 

for optimising five-axis positioning in the 2014 R2 release of PowerMILL.  

Another of the main drivers for the change in technology at Paragon was the availability of skilled 

labour.  "There is a shortage of labour out there right now, especially of skilled machinists,” explained 

Mr. Muir.  "That shortage means that we need to find technology that takes the labour that we have and 

applies it across more machining time.”  

To tackle the problem, in 2013, Paragon decided to start a training programme within the company 

called Paragon Technical University.  Dean of PTU, Larry Oppenhuizen, explained, "This programme 

allows us to put our apprentices on the right path for the right career choice.  We have twenty-six of 

them currently and they are all learning PowerMILL.” 

"Now that we are using the same software throughout the plant, an apprentice that is learning 

PowerMILL in, for example, the small machine department can go over to another department more 

quickly as he already has Delcam knowledge.  It makes it easy for us to give our apprentices a good 

rounded education because they only need to learn one set of software.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

ExactFlat Addresses Rapidly Growing Customer Need With Cloud-Based Offering 

10 February 2015 

 

Exactflat is pleased to announce the forthcoming release of ExactFlat OnLine, a ground-breaking 

productivity solution for soft goods manufacturers delivered through the cloud. 

ExactFlat Online enables manufacturers to leverage the compute power of the Cloud to quickly convert 

3D design models into accurate 2D flat patterns.  Utilizing the industry-leading flattening technology 

incorporated within the entire suite of ExactFlat solutions, this new offering also supports pay-as-you-go 

pricing and a simplified user interface making it an attractive alternative for casual use or widespread 

enterprise adoption. 

"In many of our discussions with soft goods manufacturers, we found the need for just a fraction of the 

end-to-end workflow benefits we provided but we didn't have a way to deliver that." stated Cliff Brown, 

Vice President of Marketing at ExactFlat. "This new tool provides a subset of our technology allowing 

companies to fit it into their existing environment. We're basically optimizing the most difficult and time 

consuming portion of the process, which is accurate 3D to 2D flattening, with a solution that is fast, 

simple to access, and affordable." 

ExactFlat - the fastest path from CAD to Cutter: 
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For companies who are using processes such as draping, manual pattern making, and digitizing, 

ExactFlat dramatically reduces the time and cost associated with the processes of going from 3D CAD 

to automated Cutters.  ExactFlat automates flattening and integrates with the remaining processes, 

helping manufacturers cut patterns right the first time and assemble them with ease. The end result is 

that jobs that take days or weeks to complete today can be accelerated to hours and sometimes minutes. 

"Prior to using ExactFlat, we used manual processes to go from design to production."  Said Joel 

Klaminski, Vice President at Ohio Valley Industrial Service.  "ExactFlat allowed us to transition to a 

fully digital process.  This allows us to design and manufacturer with less cost than we previously 

thought possible." 

Click here to return to Contents 

Fujitsu Launches PLEMIA Concurrent Design Manager for 3D CAD Data Management of Globally 

Distributed Design 

12 February 2015 

 

Fujitsu announced the release of a new version of FUJITSU Manufacturing Industry Solution PLEMIA 

Concurrent Design Manager, which includes enhanced features for distributed design at sites in and 

outside Japan. The new version will be available from February 12. 

PLEMIA Concurrent Design Manager is software that takes enormous volumes of data, such as with 3D 

data and related diagrams which are cumbersome to manage when multiple designers are involved, and 

in addition to efficiently managing design histories on a per-part basis, generates the information needed 

for the manufacturing process from this managed data. 

The new version was created with global design teams in mind, and comes with a replication feature that 

synchronizes the latest versions of massive 3D CAD files between servers at multiple locations during 

the night, which brings greater efficiency to collaborative design work that is distributed among 

overseas sites, where network delays can easily occur. In addition, it can now manage FUJITSU 

Manufacturing Industry Solution iCAD SX, the company's design-support tool for heavy industrial 

machinery. It also adds a feature that can automatically convert the data it manages into STL
(1)

 files for 

output to 3D printers. 

Fujitsu will widely offer PLEMIA Concurrent Manager to small and medium-sized companies that 

increasingly use 3D CAD data for design, and is committed to supporting manufacturing innovation 

among its customers in the manufacturing sector. 

Background 

In the manufacturing sector, a single product may be designed at multiple sites, and the design may also 

be customized locally to meet the needs of markets in many countries. These trends are also becoming 

increasingly widespread among small and medium-sized companies. 

The extremely large size of 3D CAD files means data is shared by sending DVDs or e-mail, network 

syncing or other method. But sending files by DVD or e-mail makes them difficult to manage centrally, 

and relies on people to receive and manage them. Network syncing with worldwide sites, meanwhile, 

requires time, among other problems. Moreover, when multiple people are involved in design work, it is 

necessary that the person in charge has a consistent grasp of the latest design data that should be worked 

upon. 

Fujitsu is offering PLEMIA Concurrent Design Manager to address these problems. Today, even as 

http://www.fujitsu.com/global/about/resources/news/press-releases/2015/0212-01.html#1
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distributed design is conducted in and outside of Japan, this software efficiently tracks design histories 

for individual parts and enables globally distributed design work to proceed smoothly. The new version 

will be available as of February 12. 

Product Features 

1. Enhanced features to support globally distributed design teams 

The new software version comes with a replication feature that will sync massive design files between 

servers overnight, or at any designated time, avoiding the time-consuming process of having to send 

such heavy files. This means that, for example, the design of a core module designed in Japan will be 

copied to servers at sites outside of Japan overnight, enabling those locations to use the latest design 

when doing any local customization, thereby supporting collaborative design between multiple sites. It 

enables customers to construct their own distributed design environments that best suit them, according 

to the particulars of their design sites. In Japan, for example, where there are dedicated high-speed lines, 

a customer may use the standard feature of automatic syncing for distributed design among two or more 

locations in Japan, while using the new replication feature for overseas sites. 

The product is Unicode-compliant, so it can be used between multiple countries regardless of database 

language, and has time-zone support
(2)

 so that designers in every country can use their own time zone to 

maintain accurate logs. 

2. Supports iCAD SX, a 3D CAD tool for large-scale industrial machinery comprised of tens of 

thousands of parts 

In addition to the eight types of 3D CAD software already supported, the new version adds support for 

Fujitsu's own iCAD SX. By using PLEMIA Concurrent Design Manager to manage design data from 

iCAD SX, which is tailored to handle designs of large machinery or plants comprised of tens of 

thousands of components, exclusive setting features, such as features that block registration of duplicate 

file names, track revisions, and manage editing privileges on a file-by-file basis, enable easier 

management of designs involving multiple team members. 

3. Automatic conversion to STL files for 3D printers 

After a model has been built through 3D CAD, the new product can convert the 3D CAD-formatted data 

into STL data for input to a 3D printer. It can also maintain a log of generated STL data. 

The new product was developed by Fujitsu Systems East Limited. 

 

 [1] STL - An acronym for "stereolithography," a file format system for 3D CAD software developed by US-based 3D Systems  

 [2] Time-zone support - Stores all times as Greenwich Mean Time and can display all times in each user’s local time zone by 

calculating offsets.  

Click here to return to Contents 

GrabCAD Announces Workbench Is Now Free 

11 February 2015 

 

GrabCAD announced that starting immediately GrabCAD Workbench will be free for all users. This 

announcement means that engineering teams of all sizes will be able to share and manage CAD files 

effortlessly, accelerating the product development process. 

GrabCAD Workbench is a central part of GrabCAD’s mission to help engineers unlock creative 

http://www.fujitsu.com/global/about/resources/news/press-releases/2015/0212-01.html#2
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possibilities by connecting people, content and technology. Since its introduction in 2013, Workbench 

has seen rapid adoption amongst engineers facing collaboration obstacles like working in multiCAD 

environments, reconciling multiple versions of designs, and communicating with distributed teams. 

“Our goal with this change is to reach more people. Returning to the free model of Workbench will 

increase the speed of adoption and support uninhibited product design collaboration,” noted Hardi 

Meybaum, CEO of GrabCAD. “We are excited to supply every engineer with a free solution that 

enables rapid iteration on design concepts, mobile access to designs, and generally increases the speed 

and quality of the design process.” 

GrabCAD will continue to invest in Workbench and develop it as the tool of choice for CAD 

collaboration. Users can look forward to new features over the coming months. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Hawk Ridge Systems Announces New Joint Venture Flex-X with the Launch of xBOM Productivity 

Software  

9 February 2015 

 

Hawk Ridge Systems announces Flex-X™, a new Joint Venture with ATR Soft® at SOLIDWORKS 

World 2015. Flex-X provides a portfolio of cost-effective productivity tools designed to extend the 

capabilities and functionality of SOLIDWORKS Enterprise Product Data Management (EPDM). 

Flex-X is a Joint Venture to develop and globally distribute productivity applications for the small-to-

medium business sector which use SOLIDWORKS 3D design and SOLIDWORKS Enterprise PDM. 

The first Flex-X application, xBOM will be introduced at SOLIDWORKS World 2015. xBOM is 

designed and optimized to process Bill of Materials (BOMs) within the EPDM solution. Based on user 

interviews, the challenge of BOM Management was a universal theme. xBOM is designed to meet the 

majority of BOM Management needs within the architecture of the EPDM application, saving a 

significant investment in time, money and expertise. Accessible as a download with a price point under 

$1,000, xBOM is available to SOLIDWORKS EPDM users anywhere in the world. 

As Dale Ford, President and CEO of Hawk Ridge Systems explains, “The joint venture between Hawk 

Ridge Systems and ATR Soft is a partnership designed to optimize software development with a global 

distribution model. Flex-X is a platform that was built for productivity as it provides a natural extension 

of the capabilities of Enterprise PDM. With the first application, xBOM, we are able to provide a tool to 

process BOMs within the EPDM application, which is exactly what our mid-market customers have 

been asking for in user groups.” Ford adds, “The savings in costs, resources and time are significant.” 

Mika Reinilä, CEO of ATR Soft says, “Hawk Ridge Systems and ATR have decades of experience as 

trusted partners of Dassault Systèmes SOLIDWORKS - Hawk Ridge Systems as the #1 Global Reseller 

for years, and ATR Soft as the original integrator for SOLIDWORKS and EPDM. The partnership is 

complementary on so many levels, not only technically, but with our shared vision of providing cost-

effective solutions for our mid-market customers.” 

xBOM will be featured at SOLIDWORKS World 2015 in the HawkWare Booth #624 in the Exhibition 

Hall. 

 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hawkridgesys.com%2F&esheet=51035581&newsitemid=20150209005279&lan=en-US&anchor=Hawk+Ridge+Systems&index=1&md5=21c5ae43f92bb9800e5ad886e50d2f2d
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hawkridgesys.com%2Fsolidworks-2015%2F&esheet=51035581&newsitemid=20150209005279&lan=en-US&anchor=SOLIDWORKS+3D+design&index=2&md5=ea57b65a4f83ccdf33d77911f910bf6a
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hawkridgesys.com%2Fproducts%2Fsolidworks-enterprise-pdm%2F&esheet=51035581&newsitemid=20150209005279&lan=en-US&anchor=SOLIDWORKS+Enterprise+PDM&index=3&md5=6d04d60c75957ae53936834294d964ee
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fhawkwareapps.com%2F&esheet=51035581&newsitemid=20150209005279&lan=en-US&anchor=xBOM&index=4&md5=cdd82d4a0d2e33df6ae4b821c9567402
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hawkridgesys.com%2Fevents%2Ftrade-shows%2F&esheet=51035581&newsitemid=20150209005279&lan=en-US&anchor=SOLIDWORKS+World+2015&index=5&md5=eee693bb7462fda4ee429fd044346920
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Infor Delivers Cloud PLM Solution Designed For Discrete Manufacturers  

9 February 2015 

 

Infor today announced Infor Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) Accelerate, powered by Aras. 

Initially launched at Inforum 2014 as Infor PLM Innovate, this new PLM solution will provide strong 

value to automotive, industrial manufacturing, high tech and aerospace & defense customers. The Infor 

PLM Accelerate solution will provide users with an Infor-focused user experience and is available for 

both on-premise and private cloud (single-tenant) deployment. 

"Discrete manufacturers can benefit from a highly scalable PLM solution that provides enterprise users 

with a full range of services to fit their unique product development needs," said Kenneth Amann, 

Executive Consultant, CIMdata, Inc. "Infor has developed a PLM suite that delivers a comprehensive 

integrated environment that can save both time and money." 

This latest offering provides a full-featured, highly scalable, flexible and secure PLM solution. Infor 

PLM Accelerate is designed to easily adapt with the unique business practices of discrete manufacturers. 

The solution moves beyond the capabilities of standalone products to unite the entire product lifecycle 

for a single view of the truth, allowing users to manage the process from ideation to manufacturing 

through distribution. 

"Managing the product lifecycle can be a major challenge for the rapidly shifting manufacturing 

industry. Streamlining processes while protecting quality and consistency are major concerns. Infor 

PLM Accelerate is designed with these challenges in mind, providing a more holistic approach to scale 

and meet the needs of each unique organization," said Nathalie Regniers, industry strategy director, 

Product Lifecycle Management, Infor. "The solution is available as both on-premise and private cloud 

single-tenant deployment, to further add flexibility to the product lifecycle." 

Infor PLM Accelerate features a singular web framework that uses an open architecture. This advanced 

approach establishes a comprehensive PLM solution suite to manage processes throughout the enterprise 

and supply chain. The user interface features drag and drop functionality to provide a layer of flexibility 

needed for unique industry customizations. Infor PLM Accelerate utilizes compliance-grade security to 

protect all intellectual property through customizable permissions, authentication and access control. 

The solution is also capable of scaling both up and out to support organizations of all sizes and 

compliance needs, including the management of petabytes of complex computer aided design (CAD) 

data. 

Infor PLM Accelerate can integrate with Infor and non-Infor enterprise resource planning (ERP) 

solutions through Infor ION®, a purpose-built middleware component. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

ITI TranscenData Releases CADfix Version 10 

6 February 2015 

 

http://www.infor.com/
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ITI TranscenData announces the release of CADfix 10, the latest version of the CAD model translation, 

repair and simplification software. CADfix tackles the ever present problems of 3D model data 

exchange and re-use between different engineering applications. CADfix allows the user to import CAD 

models and efficiently repair and adapt them, before exporting to the most suitable format for re-use in 

the downstream system - eliminating expensive CAD model rework. 

CADfix 10 includes a roll up of recent Service Pack functionality such as improved hole and feature 

removal, PMI import and viewing, lofted surface creation, and specialist fillet removal tools. New 

geometry processing tools in CADfix 10 include Boolean functions to unite, subtract and intersect 

model components, and the ability to create fillets and chamfers. The model simplification and detail 

removal tools have been extended with new functions targeted at collaboration and plant design 

integration applications. The CADfix 10 interfaces have also been updated to support newer CAD 

system versions and industry standard formats. 

In addition to strengthening the existing array of CAD to CAD and CAD to CAE tools, the CADfix 

functionality now extends into the area of Additive Manufacturing (AM) and 3D Printing, with new 

capabilities including: 

 Ability to define build-boxes for different 3D printing machines and then import, scale and 

layout components 

 Ability to generate highly accurate 2D slices of CAD models for export to print machines 

 Visualization and analysis of 2D slices to determine potential manufacturing issues 

 Import a point cloud from a part scan, align the point cloud with the CAD model, tessellate and 

compare 

"CADfix has been delivering high end geometry processing solutions for design and engineering 

analysis for many years and we are now seeing a wide range of requirements from the rapidly evolving 

AM and 3D printing community.”, said Andy Chinn, CADfix Business Development Manager, 

“Through working closely with manufacturing companies we have been able to clearly identify areas 

where novel geometry processing technology is required, and that could have a significant impact on 

future AM processes. CADfix 10 sees the first release of our new CADfix AM tools and we look 

forward to future product innovations in this area.” 

CADfix 10 also helps with the tricky task of reverse engineering faceted models such as STL into usable 

CAD geometry. New CADfix tools enable users to import a faceted model, automatically split it into 

regular regions for conversion into CAD surface geometry, and then export to CAD for design and 

analysis purposes. 

A hot topic in the CAE community is the ability to morph an original CAD model to match a deformed 

mesh from CAE simulation. Here too, new advanced functionality in CADfix 10 allows engineers to 

import a deformed mesh, match it to the original CAD geometry, and then morph the CAD model to 

match the displaced shape. 

“We are excited to be working with our customers in new and challenging application areas using the 

advanced capabilities released in CADfix 10,” added Chinn, “We have also added more conferences to 

our 2015 calendar, such as AERO2015, NAFEMS, PI Congress and RAPID, in order to promote this 

technology. Such events are a great opportunity to meet with new customers and discuss how we can 

help solve their interoperability issues.” 
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Kenesto® Transforms Engineering Network Files with an Innovative Desktop ↔ Cloud Drive for 

File Management and Collaboration 

9 February 2015 

 

Kenesto Corp today announced Kenesto Drive.  Kenesto Drive is Kenesto’s latest innovation for 

mainstream engineering companies designed to serve as an excellent alternative to the commonly used 

network drive.  Kenesto Drive’s cloud-based solution enables small and medium sized companies to 

more simply, yet much more effectively store, share, lock-for-edit, and automatically version all their 

project files directly from users’ desktops, desktop applications and desktop file explorers.  This 

includes support for engineering and design data, including 2D & 3D computer aided design files, 

images, presentations, specifications, and other related documents. 

Using the Kenesto Drive, mainstream engineering companies have for the first time an infrastructure-

free alternative to the use of in-house shared network drives.  Kenesto Drive looks, feels, and works in 

exactly the same way as an in-house network drive, with the added benefits of: 

 Automatic file versioning 

 Extremely simple and effective file locking (vaulting) 

 Automated back-up 

 Personal file ownership with sharing 

 Multi-CAD assembly support 

 Intelligent off-line file access 

 Document discussions and collaboration 

 Project file organization 

 and more… 

Kenesto Drive addresses one of the longest-standing issues for mainstream engineering 

companies:  Their ability to create, share, manage and protect their files without having to switch to 

other environments or invest in expensive and overbearing PDM/PLM tools.  Kenesto Drive simply 

enhances their existing desktop environment and workflows.  

"We’ve tried a variety of basic alternatives for file management and sharing, hoping to find something 

less risky and easier to use.  Some of these alternatives have included Dropbox, Box, OneDrive and 

others.  However, with each one we’ve given up in frustration.” said David Temple, Director of 

Marketing and Communications at Nextremity Solutions, Inc.  “None are ideal from accessibility, 

version management, project organization and collaboration standpoints; and none help to further reduce 

risk of files being overwritten in a collaborative engineering environment.  Not to mention, none of them 

support or understand native engineering and CAD files well enough to be viable options for 

engineering.  Kenesto Drive, on the other hand, is the perfect solution to replace the use of a network 

drive.”  

 

Click here to return to Contents 
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MecSoft Releases VisualCAD/CAM/3DPRINT 2015 

10 February 2015 

 

MecSoft Corporation has announced the availability of VisualCAD/CAM/3DPRINT 2015, MecSoft’s 

standalone additive and subtractive manufacturing software suite. 

VisualCAD/CAM/3DPRINT includes two products. The first is VisualCAM, to address the traditional 

subtractive or CNC manufacturing market with modules VisualMILL, VisualTURN, VisualNEST, and 

VisualART. The other is Visual3DPRINT, a newly introduced product to address the needs of the 

emerging additive manufacturing market. Both of these products run completely integrated inside the 

VisualCAD 2015 base CAD platform and can be bought and licensed independent of each other. 

MecSoft continues to provide VisualCAD as a completely free design tool. VisualCAD along with all of 

the above mentioned modules of VisualCAM were significantly enhanced and improved in this 2015 

release to provide customers with a seamlessly integrated complete manufacturing platform. 

“This release is one of the most exciting releases in the history of MecSoft as we are redefining what 

CAM means by addressing both the subtractive and the additive manufacturing markets with a single 

product suite. This release includes a brand new Visual3DPRINT product and the upgraded version of 

VisualCAM as a single manufacturing platform called VisualCAD/CAM/3DPRINT. As we see both 

additive and subtractive manufacturing technologies increasingly start to coexist in shops across the 

world, we are uniquely positioned to offer solutions to meet the requirements of our customers. We are 

truly redefining CAM.” stated Joe Anand, President and CEO of MecSoft Corporation. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Mentor Graphics Launches Broadest Embedded Systems Solution for Industrial Automation  

9 February 2015 

 

Mentor Graphics Corporation announced the embedded systems industry's broadest portfolio for 

industrial automation. In partnership with key industry vendors, Mentor Graphics now offers a solution 

differentiated from other marketplace products by its unique multi-platform approach and robust 

security architecture. Mentor Graphics® new Mentor® Embedded multi-platform solution enables 

embedded product developers to create more feature-rich, power-efficient, safe and secure systems. It 

encompasses a breadth of runtime platform options, customized development tools, system partitioning, 

power management, safety certification and system characterization tools, plus market-leading multicore 

support, making this the broadest solution in the industry.   

The Mentor Embedded industrial automation solution includes:  

 The Nucleus® real-time operating system (RTOS) with advanced power management and 

optional IEC 61508 safety certification and Wurldtech Achilles communications certification  

 The Mentor Embedded Linux® platform with integrated industrial protocols, SELinux 

mandatory access control support, and Sourcery™ CodeBench Professional toolsuite  

 Type-1 hypervisor technology for partitioning and separation  

 Advanced Sourcery Analyzer tool for advanced debug and system characterization  

 Qt™ graphics optimized for embedded automation controller user interface (UI) applications  

http://mecsoft.com/visualcadcam/


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 57 

 Customized open source toolchains to optimize hardware components, code footprint, and 

application performance  

The Mentor Embedded solution provides developers with integrated and tested capabilities and features 

that enable equipment manufacturers to focus on strategic competitive differentiation across the 

spectrum of industrial devices (industrial controllers, process automation controllers, PLCs, data 

acquisition devices, and motor driver controllers, along with motion, vision, and SCADA 

systems).  This enables convergence of the product features and capabilities necessary to increase 

profitability by minimizing footprint (floor space), reducing power usage (electricity costs), and 

decreasing downtime (security vulnerabilities). 

"Our goal is to provide our process-driven customers with three of the most important things they need 

to secure their futures: operational integrity, which keeps their plants up and running; operational 

insight, which provides the knowledge and applications they need to run their plants safely and 

profitably; and future-proof technology, which provides the agility they need to respond quickly to 

changing conditions and new business opportunities," said Andrew Kling, Director of Technology and 

Process at Schneider Electric. "As a trusted, valuable partner, Mentor helps us achieve this goal. With 

Nucleus RTOS, our unique Foxboro Evo process automation system helps customers reduce unplanned 

downtime and improves productivity and decision making for plant managers, engineers and operators 

alike. Mentor technology also facilitates our R&D processes, which helps us bring innovative new 

offerings to the market as quickly and efficiently as possible too. We look forward to continuing to work 

with them to deliver additional value for our customers." 

The solution offers support for advanced homogeneous and heterogeneous multicore System-on-Chip 

(SoC) architectures integrated with runtime operating platforms and tools to allow manufacturers to 

reuse existing IP (legacy applications) while taking advantage of leading-edge, power-efficient 

multicore devices. The key industrial automation partners include Icon Labs for critical security 

management components that enable end-to-end security, and Softing AG who provides a breadth of 

industrial connectivity options including OPC-UA, Ethernet/IP™, and more.   

"Securing critical infrastructure has been a top priority for many businesses and governments, and now 

with the rapid growth of the Internet of Things (IoT), the challenges will increase exponentially," stated 

Alan Grau, founder and CEO of Icon Labs. "We have worked closely with Mentor Graphics to move 

past the legacy concept of securing the embedded device perimeter, to protecting the embedded device 

itself. This device protection, data protection, and advanced management and reporting capabilities 

provide the necessary level of protection from both external and internal threats." 

The Mentor Embedded industrial automation solution was developed to address the growing challenges 

of building, extending, and maintaining embedded hardware and software for a variety of industrial 

automation products. It provides a new way to integrate legacy applications, new technologies, 

comprehensive security architecture, and the latest multicore processors on the same industrial device. 

"Mentor Graphics continually advances its market-leading embedded software technologies powered by 

Freescale® devices such as i.MX applications processors and QorIQ® multicore processors based on 

Layerscape™ architecture, to create a complete ecosystem to ease embedded systems development," 

stated Alex Dopplinger, industrial business development manager, Freescale. "Mentor's unique and 

comprehensive security framework helps manage the complexities of multicore heterogeneous systems 

needed for today's secure industrial automation applications." 
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OPEN MIND Technologies AG: hyperMILL ShopViewer for Greater Safety and more Clarity 

9 February 2015 

 

OPEN MIND Technologies AG has released hyperMILL
®

 ShopViewer, a proprietary visualisation 

solution for the workshop. It provides machine operators with a complete overview of the upcoming NC 

program right through to simulation and ensures that only safe, checked NC programs run on the 

machine. 

Although the digital process chain from design through NC programming already exists in many 

companies, there is often a break in the chain when it comes to the production environment. The actual 

programs are forwarded to the controller via the network, but the associated information is not normally 

transferred. The machine operator can usually only take advantage of static aids like drawings, tool 

reports, screenshots, PDFs etc. It is a different picture with a viewing system. Here, the system provides 

the specialist operating the machine with all of the information related to manufacturing data, as well as 

geometry and component structure. hyperMILL
®

 ShopViewer makes it possible to view and examine 

data from hyperMILL
®

 and hyperCAD
®
-S in more detail directly next to the machine. “The viewer 

typically allows the machine operator to view everything but not modify anything,” explains Wolfgang 

Weiss, product manager for CAD at OPEN MIND.  

hyperMILL
®

 ShopViewer was developed specifically to the requirements of hyperMILL
®

 users. The 

information visible on the hyperMILL
®

 ShopViewer workspace includes:  

 3D model with the ability to measure features  

 CAM program  

 3D clamping plans  

 Tool data  

This way, the machine operator can simulate the actual manufacturing process and gain a better 

understanding of the milling process in the machine. The hyperMILL
®

 operating concept allows users to 

work in their usual interface, which enables them to reach their goals quickly. “hyperMILL
®

 

ShopViewer features an uncluttered interface, where the user can only see what he or she needs at any 

given time,” says Wolfgang Weiss.  
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Overset Grid Assembly in Latest Pointwise Release 

13 February 2015 

 

Pointwise announces the latest release of its computational fluid dynamics (CFD) meshing software 

featuring direct integration with overset grid assembly (OGA) software. 

“The integration of grid generation and overset grid assembly represents a vast improvement over the 

hodge-podge of disparate tools typically employed by practitioners of overset CFD,” said Nick Wyman, 

Pointwise director of applied research. “What we are releasing today for production use is the result of a 

multi-year research effort Pointwise conducted with funding from the U.S. Air Force’s Arnold 
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Engineering Development Complex, Air Force Materiel Command. That research was followed by a full 

year of fine-tuning in preparation for release to all our customers.” 

Overset gridding is a technique that avoids the topological complexity of generating abutting, point-to-

point connected, multi-block grids by allowing the component grid blocks to overlap. The price paid for 

that flexibility is the need to ensure a sufficient degree of overlap so the CFD solver can accurately share 

data between the component grids. The overlap is computed using overset grid assembly software. Users 

of OGA software typically rely on a circuitous collection of home-grown tools that are patched together. 

By integrating OGA (in the form of the PEGASUS and Suggar++ software packages) with Pointwise, 

the entire process is made more efficient. 

 “Pointwise has been a proud, long-time sponsor of and participant in the bi-annual Overset Grid 

Symposium,” said John Chawner, Pointwise’s president. “This release of Pointwise helps us continue 

our integral relationship with that community.” 

Other features in Pointwise Version 17.3 R1 include improved support for PLOT3D, ANSYS Fluent
®
, 

STL, and NX files, a more robust T-Rex, anisotropic tetrahedral extrusion, hybrid mesher, and several 

user experience enhancements. 

Pointwise, Inc. is solving the top problem facing computational fluid dynamics (CFD) today – reliably 

generating high-fidelity meshes. The company’s Pointwise software generates structured, unstructured 

and hybrid meshes; interfaces with CFD solvers, such as ANSYS FLUENT, STAR-CCM+, ANSYS 

CFX, OpenFOAM, and SU2 as well as many neutral formats, such as CGNS; runs on Windows (Intel 

and AMD), Linux (Intel and AMD), and Mac, and has a scripting language, Glyph, that can automate 

CFD meshing. Large manufacturing firms and research organizations worldwide rely on Pointwise as 

their complete CFD preprocessing solution.  
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PDF3D Announce Major New Release for 3D PDF Software Suite 

10 February 2015 

 

After many months in development, PDF3D have today announced the public release V2.11.0 of their 

3D PDF software suite, which promises a wealth of new features for the engineering, manufacturing and 

geospatial communities. 

Developers and end users of PDF3D ReportGen, SDK and XML Server will be delighted with today's 

announcement from 3D PDF experts PDF3D. In direct response to their customers, a large number of 

technical issues have been addressed to improve quality and stability of the tools, whilst also raising the 

level of functionality with a range of new features. 

PDF3D have been at the forefront of 3D PDF generation software for a number of years, catering for a 

growing number of engineers, scientists, field workers and medical professionals around the world. With 

this new release, the development team has been keen to add specific features for their key markets, to 

make the tools as relevant as possible to each user's specific industry requirements. 

"For our geospatial customers, we've extended the Geospatial 3D PDF solution profile with new input 

data formats, new processing methods and new library features for developers," explained Ian 

Curington, Head Developer at PDF3D, "and for engineers and CAD users, we've added new engineering 

representations and advanced texture mapping surface material characteristics." 

http://www.pointwise.com/
http://news.pdf3d.com/wf/click?upn=J03QIOme8yIMoP7-2FJs6V8xgUaSDohvR9AmMzMNK5B5Iqzll-2FbZpKkQlSbvpJpCau_EI0sxK9juJFi8tWBBW-2FRddZcNTulyv-2ByEoDo-2FUYwOLX9Qe5K4PsR2aEc23hRKowpoCLpKHgDJ3nmSQYNE0FsySliBdBhWy6g3ovUvEub3ATxrn7jDHXnCGg4s6-2FS-2F1K4emXHYqft-2BYOEunfgmdrz871da7D99WdsRvK1dFOKwRN2FM5pXJZ-2F-2BVKpdXQLnHmiXqbsAf4Grsp1UqPvY3j9wr6wzaNT-2BrM-2FMYHwbV2w5SY-3D
http://news.pdf3d.com/wf/click?upn=J03QIOme8yIMoP7-2FJs6V8zAhaDDC2HsVrHB6XTffd8cgfmUn41MSyHwWEh1V4BKFqJjD2i-2FjzqGP9Jwa1OliAQ-3D-3D_EI0sxK9juJFi8tWBBW-2FRddZcNTulyv-2ByEoDo-2FUYwOLX9Qe5K4PsR2aEc23hRKowp30-2BjcUo-2B7LQJsBA24v-2FJ2DEcnBi3-2BDx6mAMbG3-2FWj7cJJuk-2BCn65fN4CSbDe6AkXAVCYmJhRWUo5eR5VfqYsea0jZNJ1SClUzt9BkbrFLbZlgIO1ha47TEu-2BhHpZ3WFA6-2Bk2oMNvcnMEFMWH6MYHNb-2BToNouMGba2M0CZRAUmKQ-3D
http://news.pdf3d.com/wf/click?upn=J03QIOme8yIMoP7-2FJs6V8xgUaSDohvR9AmMzMNK5B5Iv9n-2FVubFhDrsi15lNytSzvTErw4rMQKeXTxyXr-2FL0oaTcTJuzi6RcHoUkl82irXQ-3D_EI0sxK9juJFi8tWBBW-2FRddZcNTulyv-2ByEoDo-2FUYwOLX9Qe5K4PsR2aEc23hRKowpGzmBqTLqhUTpvVGOetXHCiGJPMQMC9cU9fQJ3pn1oaOG4lP3wWLiXNWatJ6MeVF6OrRyVSulUKIQOdjlZzVcl8A9M8Ze9e5vid6oe-2F9UZnJGs6sxFRqplLdE0h8wduqxJ-2BnqMRqvZvaSLC45HFOCb-2F4U-2Fm88A-2BWdPhkeia-2FPAVU-3D
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Those new features only scratch the surface of what is in the new release. With new textures, material 

characteristics and templates available within the software, users can enhance their 3D PDF reports 

further than ever before, for even greater clarity of data. 

"Those working with 3D terrain, point cloud data and scans will find various new formats and functions 

including the addition of GeoTIFF 16 & 32-bit Raster Elevation Data and IMAGINE IMG Raster Data 

Format for multi-channel imagery and elevations. With IRAP Classic Grid Formats, Landmark ZMap 

Elevation Grids and layered 2D PDF Geospatial map drawing now extended, there are some great new 

visual features in the tool," added Ian. 
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PLM Mechanic releases the SolidWorks EPDM Export Tool 

8 February 2015 

 

PLM Mechanic has announced the release of their SolidWorks EPDM Export Tool to prepare 

Solidworks Enterprise PDM (EPDM) Vault data for a targeted system. SolidWorks EPDM customers 

will find it beneficial as it prepares an Excel workbook with an export of their Vault. This information 

can then be imported into other systems for reporting, customer service or preparation for integration to 

systems such as Agile PLM or ERP solutions. 

The SolidWorks EPDM Export Tool is an easy-to-use application that produces a Microsoft Excel file 

and can run on any host in the network that has database connectivity and the .Net framework installed. 

It offers a fast, easy and repeatable process to extract information. This low cost alternative to in-house 

development is capable of extracting full history including variable information for each of the file’s 

configurations, Bill of Materials (BOM) for the active configuration of each of the assembly’s versions, 

document data and basic user information. 

Speaking about how their EPDM Export Tool works, President of PLM Mechanic, Rodney McCabe 

said, “It’s pretty simple. Launch the EPDM Export tool and select the filename for the file you would 

like to create. Next, enter the EPDM database connection information. Next, simply export the data.” 

The Microsoft Excel file containing the exported information will contain 4 worksheets: Variable Data, 

Documents, Users and BOM. Variable data is built dynamically based on the variables defined by the 

Solidworks EPDM Administrator. Document worksheet information includes revision information as 

well as the path to that version’s file on the archive server, allowing users to have immediate access to 

the files without the need for additional SolidWorks API development or manual export of files from a 

Vault view. 

PLM Mechanic is a registered alias and web property of Vestals Gap LLC, a Texas based company. 

Vestals Gap is an Oracle Gold partner and a SolidWorks Research Associate Partner that concentrates it 

expertise on Oracle’s Agile PLM technical services, including installations, upgrades, maintenance, 

hosting and software development. 
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Radica Software Introduces Subscription-Based Pricing for Electra electrical CAD Software 

12 February 2015 
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Radica Software, a developer of electrical computer-aided design (ECAD) software today announced a 

new pricing model that offers monthly and annual subscriptions of its Enterprise Edition of Electra 

software. Monthly subscription of Electra is at US$59 (paid annually) and US$69 (paid monthly) 

respectively. Subscribers have access to features of Electra Enterprise Edition with no restriction, free 

software upgrades and they may cancel a subscription at any time with no penalty incurred.  

This significant move is set to cater to users’ need for a low-cost of entry, yet full-featured and high 

quality ECAD. Companies can benefit from subscription pricing with the ability to scale up to more 

licenses when they get a large project or ramp down to fewer licenses at any time, without having to pay 

thousands of dollars for perpetual licensing just to use the software. 

Already used by customers in 42 countries, Electra electrical CAD is a high-productivity tool that runs 

on Microsoft Visio, to help users easily create and manage electrical, hydraulic and pneumatic drawings.  

“The world has changed and subscription-based models are springing up because that’s what many 

customers want and can afford to pay. We at Radica, are extremely excited to have launched our first 

ever subscription model. We want customers to be most comfortable with the flexibility that we offer 

through the subscription model to allow them to cancel at any time with no hidden fees. All in all, 

companies can do more with less when they become our subscribers,” said Thomas Yip, CEO and 

founder of Radica Software. 

Nelson Rafael, owner of Gryphon Automation based in Ontario, Canada, said, “Pricing is always the 

foremost reason. As with most of small companies, we are trying to do more with less. The subscription 

pricing from Radica Software works well for us as we do not need Electra every day and there will be 

months that we will not be using it. We can then re-subscribe to Electra when we will have another 

project to work on in the future.” 
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Staying ahead of the 3D Marketing Race  

12 February 2015 

 

TraceParts is offering industrial parts vendors new 3D marketing opportunities to increase their market 

share. 

Thanks to the latest changes made to TracePartsOnline.net, users can now locate the geographical 

position of manufacturers or distributors via Google Map. This functionality allows potential customers 

to reach out to parts vendors from the earliest stages of their design projects. 

The TracePartsOnline.net online CAD library has also been upgraded with a new ultra-fast and powerful 

search engine allowing users to run queries with multiple criteria to pinpoint the parts they are looking 

for. 

This search engine, just like the new 3D viewer, comes as a direct response to the growing needs of 

engineering firms to speed up their design projects. 

Thanks to this new 3D viewer, the community of design professionals registered on 

TracePartsOnline.net can view and interact directly with the 3D models in real time, irrespective of the 

web browser used and without any need for plug-ins or software add-ons. Millions of CAD users can 

now view and select the parts they need for their projects before downloading them in the CAD format 
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of their choosing. 

Finding the right part is precisely the challenge faced by design professionals, and TraceParts has 

concluded many partnerships with several software publishers, including SolidWorks and Autodesk. 

With over 50 million CAD models delivered in 2014, TracePartsOnline.net has now become a key 

engineering platform to promote industrial components to a vast network of 9.2 million design 

professionals worldwide. 
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Updated Grundfos Product Database Released in MagiCAD 

10 February 2015 

 

The updated Grundfos database for MagiCAD Heating & Piping and MagiCAD Sprinkler Designer 

introduces a selection of pump units. The pump units include comprehensive pump data for full 

balancing calculations using the new MagiCAD 2014.11 for AutoCAD. With sprinkler calculations, also 

the operating point on the pump curve is identified. Learn more about the new MagiCAD 2014.11 for 

AutoCAD 

To install the new database into MagiCAD, use the Check for Updates function from the MagiCAD 

ribbon menu (MagiCAD | General | Check for Updates).  

You can preview the products at MagiCloud. 
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Wacom Supports Launch of SOLIDWORKS Industrial Design 

 9 February 2015 

 

Wacom, a leading manufacturer of pressure-sensitive pen input devices for professional creators of 

digital content, played a key role during the development and testing phases of Dassault Systemes' 

newly launched 3D design application, SOLIDWORKS Industrial Design. As part of Dassault Systemes' 

3DEXPERIENCE platform, SOLIDWORKS Industrial Design improves the overall design process by 

offering a flexible and intuitive design environment. This new cloud based application allows engineers 

and designers to tackle industrial design challenges in a collaborative manner before seamlessly and 

efficiently transitioning to the detail mechanical design phase of a project. 

SOLIDWORKS Industrial Design R&D, product management and sales teams employed Wacom's 

Cintiq Companion and new Cintiq 27QHD during the application's various stages of development all the 

way through final testing before launch. The Cintiq's natural, pen-on-screen and multi-touch workflow 

aligns elegantly with the software, providing a user experience that expertly emulates the feel of 

traditional media. In addition, the Cintiq's ability to speed productivity and enhance collaboration either 

across the hallway or across the globe, parallels SOLIDWORKS Industrial Design's goal of accelerating 

industrial product design by allowing designers to develop and share ideas on the cloud. 

"Our relationship with Wacom is a testament to the power of teamwork, built on the strength of our 

companies' passion for building great products for the industrial design community," said Nick 

Iwaskow, senior alliances and partnership manager, Dassault Systemes. "Whether designing the next 

http://www.magicad.com/en/content/magicad-201411
http://www.magicad.com/en/content/magicad-201411
https://portal.magicad.com/magicloud/en/index.html
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aircraft or household appliance, using SOLIDWORKS Industrial Design on a Wacom Cintiq offers 

today's designer a natural, fast and collaborative way to create." 

See Wacom's line of Cintiq creative pen displays working with SOLIDWORKS Industrial Design at 

SOLIDWORKS World 2015 at the Phoenix Convention Center, February 9 to 11, Booth #447. 

About Wacom 

Founded in 1983, Wacom's vision to bring people and technology closer together through natural 

interface technologies has made it the world's leading manufacturer of digital human interface solutions. 

Wacom revolutionized the nature of digital input when it introduced its family of interactive pen 

displays, allowing users to work with a pressure-sensitive pen directly on screen. Today, thousands of 

creative professionals count on Wacom interactive pen displays to deliver superior control and 

productivity to their workflow.  
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