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CIMdata News 

Business Strategy and Platformization: a CIMdata Position Paper 

12 March 2015 

 

Key takeaways: 

 Platformization has been recognized by CIMdata and other leading market analysts as an 

emerging trend in how data and process management supports business activities 

 To meet their strategic objectives, organizations must be able to support innovation in all 

business functions and processes, including those associated with PLM  

 Enterprise Innovation Management (EIM) platforms and strategies seek to empower teams and 

individuals to explore options and to define the optimal set of innovation imperatives to meet 

those objectives 

Over the last year CIMdata has published extensively about platformization, and how it relates to PLM. 

A platform is defined as “a foundation upon which functional capabilities, data, and processes are 

enabled and executed.” (See the CIMdata Dossier
1
 at CIMdata.com on this topic, including a set of 

hierarchical definitions.) In fact, the theme of this years global CIMdata PLM Market & Industry Forum 

is “Platforms for Innovation
2
.” 

While this platform definition is not specific to information technology, it fits well for data and process 

management solutions to support different business use cases. With CIMdata’s focus on PLM and the 

full definition of the product from idea through life, we traditionally cover a wide range of enabling IT 

solutions. Some of these data and process management solutions focus on specific niches like quality 

management, warranty management, compliance management, and many others. They are created by 

subject matter experts with a deep knowledge of the argot and practices of a specific domain. The 

leading collaborative Product Definition management (cPDm) solutions provide a strong and flexible 

data and process management backbone to enable these processes, and are often extended to subsume 

those processes that often benefit from close association with native product and process definition 

information. It is also why PLM companies make tuck-in acquisitions, to bring in-house skills and 

                                                 
1
 http://www.cimdata.com/en/resources/a-cimdata-dossier-plm-platformization 

2
 http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/plm-market-industry-forums 

http://www.cimdata.com/en/resources/a-cimdata-dossier-plm-platformization
http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/plm-market-industry-forums
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codified knowledge to augment their own. (Yes, this is vaguely reminiscent of the Borg, for you Star 

Trek fans.) 

But, of course, this platformization goes well beyond PLM to cover a much broader range of business 

processes and enabling technologies. In our recent work on enterprise innovation management (EIM), 

CIMdata employed a very useful chart from the Project Management Institute
3
 (PMI), shown in Figure 

1, below. It graphically depicts how organizations move from identifying their vision and mission, 

through strategic planning, and then to realization through optimal deployment of organizational assets. 

This definition and deployment must be enabled by all manner of enterprise technologies. Our recent 

study of organizational innovation
4
 sliced the pyramid and focused on what processes and tools were 

used in each layer, and how information was passed between layers to ensure that the focus was on 

doing the right things, and then executing them in the most appropriate manner. Were they using 

different EIM solutions to support the strategic planning and elaboration processes, or were they using 

sticky notes, office automation tools, emails, or other tools? (The survey included an open ended 

question to capture things not considered in our closed-ended lists.) How did this information get from 

EIM to solutions for managing projects and programs, an integration or sneakernet? The study results 

show that organizations and their solution and service providers have a long way to go to reach a 

platformization vision.  

 

Figure 1—Connecting the Top Floor to the Shop Floor 

(Adapted from “The Standard for Portfolio Management,” PMI) 

Several groups within CIMdata have been digging deeper into this problem space and how it is being 

addressed. As part of our Social Product Development & Collaboration Knowledge Council, we are 

interacting with many of the leading EIM solution and service providers, including inno360, Sopheon, 

and others. Senior CIMdata staff attended the Oracle Value Chain Summit on 26-28 January, and major 

emphasis was placed on their recent entry, Oracle Innovation Management. This is also a very important 

topic to the high-tech electronics firms served by our HTE practice and Action Group
5
.  

But strategic innovation must occur in all parts of the organization, not just those related to the product. 

With our PLM focus, we include EIM in our PLM market definition, but it’s use and influence must 

                                                 
3
 http://www.pmi.org/ 

4
 http://www.cimdata.com/en/community-member-access-white-papers/driving-innovation-from-the-top-floor-to-
the-shop-floor-a-cimdata-whitepaper 
5
 http://www.cimdata.com/en/memberships/high-technology-electronics-plm-action-group 

http://www.pmi.org/
http://www.cimdata.com/en/community-member-access-white-papers/driving-innovation-from-the-top-floor-to-the-shop-floor-a-cimdata-whitepaper
http://www.cimdata.com/en/community-member-access-white-papers/driving-innovation-from-the-top-floor-to-the-shop-floor-a-cimdata-whitepaper
http://www.cimdata.com/en/memberships/high-technology-electronics-plm-action-group
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extend well beyond PLM. The model used in the EIM notes this fact. To meet strategic objectives firms 

must innovate well beyond their new products and services. Companies need to define and test new 

sales models, customer engagement models, operational models, service models, and new approaches to 

just about everything they do. Figure 2, below, highlights the central role played by EIM from a 

platform point of view. EIM provides the elements of the overall business platform that is responsible 

for transforming the organization’s strategic objectives for elaboration and execution by other enterprise 

processes and enabling technologies. In the figure we focus on the business functions you might find on 

an organization chart, not necessarily how those business functions have been enabled by enterprise 

solutions like enterprise resource planning (ERP), customer resource management (CRM), supply chain 

management (SCM), and their ilk. In a way, this chart is a view from above the PMI pyramid, with the 

summit removed. EIM is a hub for the execution-related enabling solutions shown in the figure. 

Extending this analogy, one can think of the large hexagon around EIM as an enterprise services bus or 

platform, the functions drawing from and contributing to the enterprise knowledge and asset base. Of 

course, the small hexagons surrounding EIM are meant to be representative, including only some of 

those that could be shown. The focus is on innovation to achieve strategic objectives in the various 

functions and processes within the company. For example, an innovation in the sales process would 

most likely require adaptation of systems like CRM, ERP, and possibly SCM to support it. Support for 

new maintenance procedures could touch ERP and enterprise asset management (EAM). Many other 

enterprise systems are in the middle of their own platformization journey. Saleforce.com built their own 

platform, Force.com, and grew a strong ecosystem. Oracle Cloud is the way forward for cloud-based 

offerings that will eventually subsume their on-premise solutions. For SAP it is S/4HANA. 

It will be interesting to see how the platformization trend, driven by IT innovation, the consumerization 

of IT, and other market and business forces will come to fruition, yielding truly composable systems to 

build, share, and leverage knowledge across the extended enterprise.  

 

Figure 2—EIM Enables and Translates Strategy to Action 
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CIMdata, an independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize an 

enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM). CIMdata provides world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-

practice methods on PLM. CIMdata also offers research, subscription services, publications, and 

education through international conferences. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website 

at http://www.CIMdata.com or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108, 

USA. Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV Weert, The 

Netherlands. Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Company News 

AMC Bridge expands Partnership with Siemens PLM Software to Deliver Software Development 

Services for PLM Components Technologies 

5 March 2015 

 

AMC Bridge announced a new partnership agreement with Siemens PLM Software.  

As part of this agreement AMC Bridge will provide global integration and custom development services 

to users of Siemens’ PLM Components. 

Siemens’ PLM Components include 

 Parasolid® software, the world’s leading 3D geometric modeling component 

 D-CubedTM software, including geometric constraint solvers that provide the parametric design 

capabilities in many leading computer aided design, engineering and manufacturing systems 

 JT Open Toolkit - for interoperating with the JTTM data format – the ISO standard for viewing 

and sharing 3D product information. 

Working together, Siemens PLM Software and AMC Bridge will offer users of Parasolid, D-Cubed and 

the JT file format expert development help in all stages of adopting the component technologies from 

initial evaluation, to development of prototypes and proofs of concept, followed by development of 

commercial applications. This will not only help eliminate initial barriers to jumpstart new projects, but 

also help to accelerate time-to-market and reduce overall product development cost. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

ATS Earns Stratasys Platinum Partner Status 

11 March 2015 

 

Advanced Technology Systems, Inc.(ATS), a leading certified Stratasys 3D printer and production 

system reseller for the Upper Midwest, is proud to announce it has earned the highest Stratasys reseller 

status – Platinum Level Partner. This top ranking position was awarded to a small number of resellers 

that met or exceeded the highest levels of training and performance requirements set by Stratasys. 

http://www.cimdata.com/
http://www.advtek.com/
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“ATS is extremely pleased to have been recognized by Stratasys as a Platinum Level Partner for the 

states of Minnesota, Iowa, Nebraska, western Wisconsin and the Dakotas,” said Matt Havekost, Director 

of Additive Manufacturing Sales. “Our recent growth is a testament to our great customers who continue 

to drive new applications for 3D printing in all areas of new product development and manufacturing. 

Our ATS team, which has grown by more than 50% in the last three years, is focused on leveraging our 

experience, expertise, and newly added Tech Center to help manufacturers in the Midwest get the most 

out of 3D printing technology.” 

As one of Stratasys’ first resellers, ATS has over 18 years’ experience in the additive manufacturing 

industry, providing its team with unrivaled expertise in Stratasys 3D printers, materials and applications. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Delcam Joins Project on Future of Research in Europe 

9 March 2015 

 

Delcam has joined with a group of the leading research centres across Europe in a new European 

Commission CSA (Coordination and Support Action) project that will have a "direct impact on the 

future of research in Europe.” The Kick-Off Meeting for representatives from all the consortium 

partners in the FOCUS project took place in Brussels at the end of February. 

Odd Myklebust from Project Coordinator, NTNU (Norwegian University of Science and Technology), 

opened the meeting. He explained that "the FOCUS project will be giving recommendations and 

guidance on the organisation of projects under the EC Factories of the Future programme (FoF). It will 

have a direct impact on the future of research in Europe.” 

The FOCUS project aims to support improved exploitation of FoF project results from each of its five 

participating clusters – Zero Defect Manufacturing, Clean Factory, Robotics, High Precision 

Manufacturing and Maintenance & Support. 

The project will review the current state of the art in project management and exploitation, and 

formulate future FoF priorities. In particular, it will deliver a model and associated methodology for 

effective cluster creation, execution and monitoring; and a model and associated methodology for 

industrial exploitation for future FoF PPP projects. 

Delcam will lead the part of the project looking into the provision of pro-active support to disseminate 

the tangible outcomes of future projects and the encouragement of industrial exploitation, both within 

and outside the clusters undertaking the work. 

Discussions during the meeting in Brussels raised several important and interesting thoughts needing 

early consideration: - 

 What is the level of take-up of shared exploitation within the current clusters? 

 How do we deal with projects within clusters starting and ending at different times? 

 What happens when a project within a cluster finishes? 

This was followed by the five cluster leaders presenting the background and status of their cluster, and 

also summarising the benefits of collaboration. All the cluster leaders agreed that the key benefits gained 

from clustering were the networking opportunities, the increased impact and visibility for the EC, and 

the avoidance of any duplication of activities. They also warned that Intellectual Property is a hugely 

http://www.advtek.com/news-and-events/fortus-450mc-added-to-tech-center/
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important issue, especially when members of the cluster are in competition with each other. 

Acknowledgement: 
The FOCUS project has received funding from the European Union Horizon 2020 Programme (H2020) 

under grant agreement n° 637090. 

Factories of the Future is a EUR 1.2 billion program in which the European Commission and industry 

are collaborating in research to support the development and innovation of new enabling technologies 

for the EU manufacturing sector. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

ESI Group Successfully Pursues Global ISO 9001 Certification  

10 March 2015 

 

ESI Group announces the successful continuation of its global ISO 9001 certification effort. ESI Group 

obtained its first ISO 9001 certification in 2000 and followed up by independent certifications for its 

subsidiaries; actions intended to guarantee the quality of its products and services and ensure client 

satisfaction. Given its philosophy of continuous improvement, ESI then set out in 2011 to achieve global 

ISO 9001 certification that would bring together ESI Group, the parent company, and its subsidiaries 

under a single certificate. The ambition to achieve global certification testifies to the confidence ESI has 

in the quality of the solutions it provides to its clients and also to the concern of excellence that the 

company has for the global alignment of processes in the context of risk and quality management. 

Global certification guarantees that ESI pays special attention to ensuring the excellence of all Group 

processes and for employees it provides a common and consistent framework that facilitates the 

implementation of Company procedures, simplification of interactions and the sharing of best practices. 

Three new subsidiaries are added to the global certification Global certification has been successfully 

achieved across Europe, Asia and the United States; for the parent company and the following 

subsidiaries: ESI US R&D, ESI France, ESI Japan, ESI Calcom in Switzerland, ESI SW India and ESI 

SW Germany. In 2014 three new entities were successfully added: ESI NA in the United States, Mecas 

ESI in the Czech Republic and ESI Services Tunisia. Success tied to a very high level of personnel and 

Quality team mobilization worldwide 

"This approach fits the ESI Group profile perfectly. We are a multicultural company present in nearly 40 

countries. We have over 1,000 employees and share transversal processes and complicated interfaces. 

Uniting, motivating and harmonizing are the goals pursued and achieved to ensure permanently high 

levels of internal process quality, increased efficiency with overall consistency, stronger and clearer 

relations between Group entities. This ambitious project has been very successful, thanks to the very 

high level of involvement of all employees and the Quality teams worldwide. It reflects ESI's strong 

commitment to its clients", states Dominique Grolade, Group Quality Director. 

More entities in Europe and Asia will be integrated in the global certification in 2015. As part of its five-

year plan (2016-2020), developed taking into account the maturity level of each entity and client 

expectations, ESI Group expects to achieve full global certification by 2020. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 
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GoEngineer Achieves Worldwide Leadership Awards in both 3D CAD and 3D Printing Categories 

11 March 2015 

 

GoEngineer, a reseller of SOLIDWORKS 3D CAD software, Stratasys 3D printers, Altium EDA, 

CAMWorks, and Agile PLM, today announced its continued success in helping its customers leverage 

3D data across the entire enterprise. "The recognition we have received validates that we are delivering a 

strong return on investment to our customers," says Ken Coburn, GoEngineer president and founder. 

"Achieving worldwide-leader status from these market-leading vendors is a very significant and exciting 

achievement for our team." 

GoEngineer earned 38 awards at SOLIDWORKS World 2015, nearly double the number of awards it 

received the previous year. The company earned the number-one spot for total multi-product bookings 

worldwide. GoEngineer was also named top value-added reseller in several North American categories, 

including education, SOLIDWORKS Electrical and Composer, EPDM, multi-year subscriptions, and 

overall performance. 

Along with its multi-category success, GoEngineer continued to build on its Simulation expertise. "Part 

of enabling a great customer experience is providing the right tools to leverage existing 3D data to make 

better products," says GoEngineer's CEO Brad Hansen. "Because SOLIDWORKS Simulation's latest 

tools are allowing our customers to virtually simulate product performance, we established a simulation-

focused division to make sure our customers are successful with these tools." 

What's more, GoEngineer was named the number-one reseller of Stratasys 3D printers worldwide in 

2014. The company was number one not only in sales revenue but also in delivery of maintenance 

services. "This was such a team effort for GoEngineer. Our sales team is now the best in the world—

literally!" says Mark Wolfley, Stratasys manager at GoEngineer. "And our technical teams are second to 

none both on the GoEngineer side and the Stratasys side." Also, in late 2014 GoEngineer acquired 

Stratasys reseller CIMtech, thereby increasing its reach into Washington, Oregon, and British Columbia, 

Canada. CIMtech adds considerable experience and thought leadership in 3D printing, especially in the 

aerospace industry. 

Enriching the local community remains a top priority for GoEngineer. GoEngineer Kids Camp 

enrollment was up 75% overall. Thirty-six Kids Camps were held in 14 different cities throughout the 

western and west south central United States. "In one afternoon kids go from design concept to 

prototype, plus they get to take home the 3D-printed project," says Jessica Skorut, marketing associate at 

GoEngineer. "The message GoEngineer aims to convey to youth is with today's technology and 

marketplace, and your innovation, you have the ability to Shape Your World™." 

GoEngineer also proudly supported and co-sponsored a new reality TV series called TITAN–American 

Built on MAVTV. The TV series documents the life of Titan Gilroy, a successful manufacturing 

entrepreneur who has overcome tremendous obstacles—including homelessness, abuse, and prison 

time. TITAN–American Built is aimed at inspiring and shaping the manufacturing industry by bringing 

production back to the USA and by giving back to the community along the way. "GoEngineer believes 

American manufacturers can bring back manufacturing to American shores by using the latest 3D 

product design and printing technologies to change the game. TITAN helps champion this," says Ken 

Coburn, GoEngineer president and founder. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 
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MSRUAS Teams up With PACE Partners for the Advancement of Collaborative Engineering 

Education 

11 March 2015 

 

M.S. Ramaiah University of Applied Sciences (MSRUAS) has associated with the prestigious PACE 

Partners for the Advancement of Collaborative Engineering Education by launching the new 'PACE 

Design Studio' in its campus. MSRUAS is the fourth institution in India to participate in the PACE 

Program and this association will benefit over 3,200 students. 

PACE Partners for the Advancement of Collaborative Engineering Education is a collaborative 

corporate effort of GM, Auto Desk, Hewlett-Packard, Oracle and Siemens PLM Software. Founded in 

1999, PACE supports 65 leading academic institutions in 12 countries through the in-kind contribution 

of computer-based engineering tools. PACE provides Computer Aided Design (CAD), Computer Aided 

Manufacturing (CAM) and Computer Aided Engineering (CAE) related software and hardware to 

renowned institutions worldwide. 

Owing to its long standing association, effective placement programs and ever growing collaboration 

between the University and GM Design Studio located in India, MSRUAS was invited to join the PACE 

Program. 

"We are honored to welcome the renowned M S Ramaiah University of Applied Sciences to the PACE 

Program. Siemens PLM Software partners with GM, PACE and leading academic institutions to provide 

highly qualified design and engineering graduates to the automotive industry. Students at MSRUAS will 

now be highly trained in the same software that drives innovation at 29 of the 30 top automakers around 

the world," said Suman Bose, Managing Director, Siemens Industry Software India. 

The launch of the PACE Design Studio has officially commenced the PACE program in the university 

and the PACE Tools are available to students and faculty. MSRUAS PACE Centre has received an in-

kind contribution of engineering and design software and hardware valued at over Rs. 234 crore from 

several PACE Partner companies including General Motors (GM), Autodesk, HP, Siemens PLM 

Software and Oracle. 

The new PACE Design Studio will benefit students enrolled in various streams such as Art and Design, 

Automotive, Mechanical, and Electrical Engineering. PACE will help students develop and improve 

their product design and development capabilities, collaboration and soft skills, design experience and 

research strengths. Through curriculum enhancement and real-world experience, PACE will prepare 

students with practical skills they need for their professional careers. 

Global collaboration skills are a key element of the PACE experience. This program will open up 

avenues for students to network with other participating universities and will also allow them to 

participate in intercollegiate competitions. 

During the opening ceremony of PACE Design Studio, Dr. M. R. Jayaram, Chancellor, 

MSRUAS, said, "The PACE program has been a great opportunity to MSRUAS. A major benefit of 

being part of PACE earlier in the year is its ability to enhance the academic curriculum with the software 

applications that participating companies provide. This enables students' access to high end hardware 

and software, thereby making them industry ready and giving them a further edge in the job market. We 

believe these young professional will have unique skills that will provide them with better opportunities. 

PACE also improves our art and design programs as well as our automotive engineering programs by 

providing us with the most advanced teaching instruments." 
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"The addition of MSRUAS to the PACE Program further strengthens the organization with another 

excellent educational institution providing practical technical and business knowledge for its students," 

said Suman Bose, Managing Director, Siemens PLM Software India. "Siemens partners with GM, 

PACE and leading academic institutions like MSRUAS to ensure its graduates are highly trained in the 

same PLM software that serves as a smart innovation platform at 29 of the 30 top automakers around the 

world."  

"Oracle has been a long-standing partner with PACE, supporting them in preparing students with 

practical skills which are required today to gain an edge in the job market. We welcome MSRUAS into 

the PACE Program and are happy to contribute in making their students industry ready and a part of the 

new-age industry professionals," said Sujatha Madhav Chandran, Principal Solution Consultant, Oracle 

India.  

Edward Sizen, Vice President, Engineering and Operations, General Motors Technical Center India 

[GMTC-I], said, "We are proud to be associated with M S Ramaiah University of Applied Sciences to 

enable students to gain technological expertise and provide them with a competitive career advantage. 

Bringing PACE to MSRUAS is an extension of GM's commitment to India's automotive industry and is 

critical to the development of the next generation of industry professionals." 

"HP Enterprise Services and our Product Lifecycle Management practice is a long term partner in PACE 

and is excited in our global commitment to the mission of PACE," said Rob Link, PLM Practice 

Director at Hewlett-Packard Enterprise Services. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Stabiplan awarded Autodesk Platinum Club 

12 March 2015 

 

Dutch BIM specialist and MEP industry developer, consultant and reseller, Stabiplan BV, was presented 

with the prestigious Platinum Club award for achieving the highest growth rate in the architecture, 

engineering and construction (AEC) division from Autodesk. The award was presented at the recent One 

Team Conference, an annual sales and leadership event held in Las Vegas, NV, that brings together 

Autodesk employees and partners from around the world.  

Autodesk Platinum Club recognizes channel partners who have excelled in categories such as sales, 

growth and other key measures of success over the past year. Stabiplan is the winner for the category 

‘Top partner in new billings EUR growth' in the Benelux, which means that it has achieved the best 

results in terms of sales. This shows that Stabiplan is a valuable Autodesk partner. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

TCS appoints new Director to the Board 

12 March 2015 

 

Tata Consultancy Services, (TCS), announced it has appointed Ms Aarthi Subramanian as an Executive 

Director to the Board of Directors of the Company for a period of three years. 
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With this appointment, the total strength of the Board of Directors increases to 11 directors, which 

include six independent directors. 

Ms. Subramanian is the Global Head of Delivery Excellence Group responsible for governance of 

service delivery, compliance and risk management. 

“TCS is keen on giving exposure to the functioning of the Board to top talent as part of their leadership 

development. Ms Subramanian, with over 25 years of experience across multiple industry solutions in 

different markets and a sharp focus on driving excellence in deploying best practices, will bring unique 

perspective to the Board deliberations. She will benefit immensely from the exposure to a global set of 

Directors,” said N Chandrasekaran, CEO & MD, TCS. 

Ms Subramanian holds a B.Tech in Computer Science from the National Institute Technology, 

Warangal (India) and a Masters in Engineering Management from University of Kansas (USA). 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

The ExOne Company Announces Appointment of Hans J. Sack as President 

12 March 2015 

 

The ExOne Company announced that it has appointed Hans J. Sack to serve as President of the 

Company effective March 16, 2015. 

Mr. Sack brings considerable experience in the metals and automotive industries. Accordingly, he will 

apply a strong base of leadership in operational, commercial, geographic and strategic matters to ExOne. 

In connection with this appointment, Mr. Sack resigned from the ExOne Board of Directors and as Chair 

of the Strategic Oversight Committee effective on March 10, 2015. Concurrently, the Board reduced its 

size to seven members and appointed current director Raymond J. Kilmer to serve as Chair of the 

Strategic Oversight Committee. 

ExOne Chairman and CEO, S. Kent Rockwell, commented, “During his tenure as Director, Hans has 

demonstrated a wealth of operational and strategic experience, leadership and keen judgment. As 

President, he can be even more instrumental in the execution of our key strategic and operating plans for 

2015 and beyond. We are pleased to welcome him to our executive team.” 

Mr. Sack served as a member of the ExOne Board of Directors and as Chair of the Strategic Oversight 

Committee from December 17, 2014 to March 10, 2015. Mr. Sack also served as a Managing Director 

of HEADWATERS | SC, a private consulting firm, from 2013 to February 28, 2015. In that position, he 

worked on client engagement matters relating to business growth, strategy development and 

implementation, operational improvement initiatives, and acquisition and consolidation strategies and 

related due diligence. Prior to joining Headwaters, from 2010 to 2012, Mr. Sack served as President and 

CEO of Berg Steel Pipe Corp., the US subsidiary of Europipe GmbH, a global leader in large diameter 

pipe for oil and gas pipelines. Prior thereto, he served as President and CEO of Latrobe Specialty Steel 

Company, a producer of aerospace metals and tool steels owned by private equity firms, from 2006 to 

2009. From 1990 to 2006, Mr. Sack was employed by The Timken Company‘s steel business, which is 

now known as TimkenSteel Corporation, serving in progressively challenging operational roles which 

lead to President and CEO of Timken Latrobe Steel in 1996 and becoming an officer of The Timken 

Company in 1998. Mr. Sack received a master’s degree in mechanical engineering from RWTH Aachen, 
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Germany, and a master’s degree in business administration from the Harvard University Graduate 

School of Business Administration. He is a member of the Board of Directors of Saint Vincent College 

and its McKenna School of Business, Economics and Government. 
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Wipro Named as a 2015 World’s Most Ethical Company by the Ethisphere Institute for the Fourth 

Successive Year 

9 March 2015 

 

Wipro Ltd. announced today that it has been recognized by the Ethisphere Institute, a global leader in 

defining and advancing the standards of ethical business practices, as a 2015 World's Most Ethical 

Company®. 

The World's Most Ethical Companies designation recognizes those organizations that have had a 

material impact on the way business is conducted by fostering a culture of ethics and transparency at 

every level of the company. 

Being a fourth consecutive year honoree underscores Wipro's commitment to leading ethical business 

standards and practices ensuring long-term value to key stakeholders including customers, employees, 

suppliers, regulators and investors. Wipro is one of only three companies in the Information Technology 

Services industry honored this year. 

Speaking about this achievement, Anurag Behar, Chief Sustainability Officer, Wipro Ltd said, "At 

Wipro ethics, integrity and responsible citizenship are a foundational first principle and at the core of 

how we think and act. We are happy to be recognized by Ethisphere for the fourth time in succession. 

We see this as a reaffirmation of what we stand for." 

"The World's Most Ethical Companies embrace the correlation between ethical business practice and 

improved company performance. These companies use ethics as a means to further define their industry 

leadership and understand that creating an ethical culture and earning the World's Most Ethical 

Companies recognition involves more than just an outward facing message or a handful of senior 

executives saying the right thing," said Ethisphere's Chief Executive Officer, Timothy Erblich. "Earning 

this recognition involves the collective action of a global workforce from the top down. We congratulate 

everyone at Wipro for this extraordinary achievement." 

The World's Most Ethical Company assessment is based upon the Ethisphere Institute's Ethics 

Quotient
TM

 (EQ) framework developed over years of research to provide a means to assess an 

organization's performance in an objective, consistent and standardized way. The information collected 

provides a comprehensive sampling of definitive criteria of core competencies, rather than all aspects of 

corporate governance, risk, sustainability, compliance and ethics. The EQ framework and methodology 

is determined, vetted and refined by the expert advice and insights gleaned from Ethisphere's network of 

thought leaders and from the World's Most Ethical Company Methodology Advisory Panel. 

Scores are generated in five key categories: ethics and compliance program (35%), corporate citizenship 

and responsibility (20%), culture of ethics (20%), governance (15%) and leadership, innovation and 

reputation (10%). 

The full list of the 2015 World's Most Ethical Companies can be found at http://ethisphere.com/worlds-

most-ethical/wme-honorees/. 

http://ethisphere.com/worlds-most-ethical/wme-honorees/
http://ethisphere.com/worlds-most-ethical/wme-honorees/
http://ethisphere.com/worlds-most-ethical/scoring-methodology/
http://ethisphere.com/worlds-most-ethical/scoring-methodology/
http://ethisphere.com/worlds-most-ethical/advisory-panel
http://ethisphere.com/worlds-most-ethical/wme-honorees/
http://ethisphere.com/worlds-most-ethical/wme-honorees/
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Senior executives of honorees contribute high-level insights and best practices to the well-

regarded World's Most Ethical Companies Executive Briefing (download Volume 2 here). Additional 

insights gleaned from the World's Most Ethical Companies will be released in a series of whitepapers 

and infographics over the coming months (download the 2014 Insights). Organizations interested in how 

they compare to the World's Most Ethical Companies are invited to learn more about benchmarking 

services. 
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Events News 

Aras Global Conference ACE 2015 in Detroit Michigan 

11 March 2015 

 

Aras® today announced that registration is open for ACE 2015, the company’s annual global 

conference.  ACE 2015 will be held April 21 – 23 in the Detroit Marriot at the Renaissance Center in 

Michigan.  Details, agenda and free registration at http://www.aras.com/ACE2015  

ACE 2015 brings together business and technology professionals from around the world to discuss, 

benchmark and collaborate on PLM strategy and best practices for addressing the growing complexity in 

global product development, systems engineering, manufacturing, quality and the supply chain. With its 

community-based format, ACE offers an open learning environment for everyone from companies 

expanding Aras to businesses that are just starting a PLM initiative or replacing a legacy PLM or PDM 

system. 

Sessions are designed to encourage peer-to-peer interaction and networking so you can find out how 

others are approaching complex PLM challenges, get ideas and learn. You’ll hear firsthand how global 

leaders have transformed their business and talk with people just like yourself that are driving PLM 

strategy with Aras to get results. 

Topics Include: 

 Global User Presentations 

 User Roundtable Discussions 

 New Product Releases and Vision 

 Roadmap Input Sessions 

 Multi-CAD Management 

 Enterprise Change Management 

 Electronic Component Engineering 

 ALM-PLM Integration for Systems Engineering 

 Advanced Product Quality Planning (APQP) 

 Breaking Down Barriers with Visual Collaboration 

 Manufacturing Process Planning 

 Technical Publications 

http://ethisphere.com/magazine/executive-briefing/
http://ethisphere.com/worlds-most-ethical/insights-from-honorees/series-resources/
http://ethisphere.com/services/wme-benchmark/
http://ethisphere.com/services/wme-benchmark/
http://www.aras.com/ACE2015
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 Agile Implementation Techniques 

 Live Demos by Aras Specialists, Partners and End Users 

Date: April 21 – 23 

Location: Detroit Marriott at the Renaissance Center, Detroit Michigan 

Cost: Free to Attend – No Fee (Space is Limited – Registration Required) 

Details and Registration: http://www.aras.com/ACE2015 
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Early Bird Registration Now Open for the First-Ever Mountain States BIM Workshops 

9 March 2015 

 

The BIM Workshops officially adds Phoenix, Arizona to its list of 2015 stops with Early Bird 

registration opening on March 9th, 2015. 

The BIM Workshops, a two-day BIM and CAD training event, originated in Omaha, Nebraska and has 

since expanded to Southern California, Arizona, and Hawaii. The Arizona-based event, called the 

Mountain States BIM Workshops, will be hosted at the Marriott Phoenix Airport from June 11th to June 

12th, 2015 and will feature a range of nationally- and regionally-recognized industry speakers including 

Andy Jizba, Steven Shell, Paul Aubin, and Brian Mackey. Special Keynote Speaker, John Kizior from 

AECOM, will also deliver the event’s opening address. 

“We are very excited to bring the BIM Workshops to the Mountain States,” explains Carla Edwards, 

event founder. “This region is home to many of the industry’s largest players and a very substantial BIM 

and CAD user community. We look forward to connecting that very community with our speakers who 

cover various disciplines including MEP, Architecture, and Civil Infrastructure.” 

Registration rates and deadlines for the Mountain States BIM Workshops are:  

March 9 – April 9: $350  

April 10 – May 10: $450  

May 11 – June 11: $550 

In addition to this special tiered pricing, attendees can also take advantage of a Buy-5-Get-1-Free 

promotion for large group and team registrations. 

To learn more about the Mountain States BIM Workshops, its speaker line-up, or event schedule, please 

visit: http://www.bim-workshops.com. 
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ESI presents its Composites Simulation Solution 2015 at JEC Europe  

10 March 2015 

 

ESI Group announces the release of ESI's Composites Simulation Solution 2015. The new solution will 

be presented at JEC Europe, the world's largest composites conference and trade show, which takes 

place in Paris, France from March 10 to 12, 2015. Amongst the many software solutions available on the 

http://www.aras.com/ACE2015
http://www.pr-web.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cDovL2JpbS13b3Jrc2hvcHMuY29tL2V2ZW50cy9tb3VudGFpbi1zdGF0ZXMvcmVnaXN0cmF0aW9uLw==
http://www.pr-web.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cDovL2JpbS13b3Jrc2hvcHMuY29tL2V2ZW50cy9tb3VudGFpbi1zdGF0ZXMvcmVnaXN0cmF0aW9uLw==
http://www.pr-web.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5iaW0td29ya3Nob3BzLmNvbQ==
http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=Kq31R8zGLRGlR-Yh_mt337IUypln3QuhFsMTxhWtFU_oaqbkzf918_bYhJYNzbWT
http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=GJLgsXShyQZyTH42sf6UwGjoMMEbki_PvJi5etugwY70N4LpcankPFM8w3tY6bCW8MQK-a0_Z9kwbknK9EWLPwL_XL--BPCJ5JrlPqkWIf8%3D
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market, ESI's Composites Simulation Solution 2015 is the only Finite Element (FE) simulation solution 

allowing for the virtual simulation of the complete composites manufacturing chain, starting with simple 

composite plies and concluding with the final product. The solution represents a key asset for all 

manufacturers using composite materials, whether in the automotive, aerospace or energy sectors. 

ESI's Composites Simulation Solution 2015 empowers industrial clients to deliver on quality and to 

deadlines, while controlling their costs. 

Jean-Luc Macret, Senior Manager, Research and Technology Projects at Airbus, comments: "Definitely, 

simulation is the capability we need to reduce our global costs. [.] But for reducing the industrial costs, 

we also need to dig into the processes and all the manufacturing activities, which is now the trend." 

Striving to meet these expectations, ESI's Composites Simulation Solution 2015 allows for the definition 

and optimization of process parameters that minimize manufacturing defects and increase final product 

quality, taking into account each step of the manufacturing chain. The solution's product/process design 

approach ensures that every manufacturing result can be transferred into the structural analysis so the 

model reflects the product 'as built' and not only 'as designed'. This aspect is crucial as it enables 

manufacturers to truly rely on Virtual Prototyping to minimize design margins and reduce weight. 

Composites Simulation Solution 2015 includes PAM-FORM, PAM-RTM and PAM-DISTORTION. For 

the first time, these leading composites manufacturing applications are released in one single package. 

The three applications, which can be also used individually, now communicate with one another by 

transferring material information and history (including Shearing, Temperature and Degree of cure), 

from one stage of the process to another. The applications also benefit from a common user 

environment, ESI's Visual-Environment that offers convenience, reliability and substantial time-savings. 

PAM-FORM is used to simulate the preforming process of dry textiles or the thermoforming of pre-

pregs made of thermoset or thermoplastic resins. Processes covered include stamping, rubber pad 

forming, thermoforming and diaphragm forming. By predicting defects such as wrinkles, thickness 

defects, bridging, strains, stresses (shearing and in fibers) and fiber orientation, PAM-FORM can help 

users correct and optimize all process aspects (kinematics, temperature and pressure cycle, clamping 

conditions and forces, initial flat pattern). All of these results are available at ply level, instead of only at 

laminate level and therefore provide for, as an example, the prediction of internal wrinkles. 

Furthermore, Composites Simulation Solution 2015 includes major enhancements and new 

functionalities with a focus on the thermoforming of Organo Sheet materials. 

PAM-RTM is used to simulate the injection or the infusion of a resin in a preform and can also assist in 

analyzing the curing of thermoset composites parts. Processes that can be modeled include mold pre-

heating, Resin Transfer Molding (RTM), Vacuum Assisted Resin Infusion (VARI), Compression RTM 

(C-RTM) and the curing of thermoset parts. Defects such as dry zones or porosity can be corrected by 

virtually fine-tuning parameters including the location and shape of the injection gates, the vents and 

vacuum ports, the position and type of flow media, the heating of the mold and parameters related to the 

curing cycle. 

Thanks to its unique high performance solver and adapted graphical interface, PAM-RTM can deal with 

extremely large numerical models using shell or solid elements. This is essential when addressing both 

the large component size required in the wind industry and the extreme detail of small components for 

the automotive industry. 

PAM-DISTORTION is used to compute residual stresses and geometrical deformations, such as spring-

in and warping, induced by the manufacturing process. It accounts for strains generated by the 

modification of material properties due to the phase transformations during curing. PAM-DISTORTION 

http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=mFjxOtS1TuYsILtHJWSfOwV_KlUd_fEhYNtk_XcKt1v06S5QGvjzgnPO1fDFcF5zcpvP4ArIiYunu4aIlb5EXxLnDlL4WZM-RCRTfe7elTThK3QeBVpFI2-9ChoI2Z-QqwXTakq_igZoOIejZb0IADBPHhkQAWWpVFm9JJZnC5o%3D
http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=mFjxOtS1TuYsILtHJWSfOwV_KlUd_fEhYNtk_XcKt1sv0YPgBIw3-YJSdXL9SU4uAcujfAyGQdf7HKBtIk1vgVjP0zv8Ydq-QvvP5BJEW7ITyu5Sr1WZGqqq__D5fCfgBfD8XDN0RzDXbzNFQfRMPl6Smn5ifRFrQmjanWsg2l8%3D
http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=mFjxOtS1TuYsILtHJWSfOwV_KlUd_fEhYNtk_XcKt1u31jlceH5t68FQn86Na9STgNTNKrE5kfDOpueauxxo1zz5YqmQTE2iofwvhFHz2CdMpAqk6q7MQBiMYWoOQKzNw7Cpbg_tK8QqbYAK2CizM4eHYLVnsEQoLc7ywUIdTZg%3D
http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=9-4NR_F4x365UKl1ns9yTAlVekKd0JzXS9aroZ6NZzIqmGUP02TtV-1Gl3UTYFhMUPjLy84PXiroLDap0irncbXG364aowWOvzr6UmuYk-E%3D
http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=mFjxOtS1TuYsILtHJWSfOwV_KlUd_fEhYNtk_XcKt1tuWgIKNYZ885db-ZISIReNGhCVVlApN5B2-GztnMXSDJ8GUAEhfQRTvKFfEDGQp8EcqQJh4_rXA_UuOsugYJZ--Mak46DCL5Z_OJIW0sLjHLjXiRbShd9mFNrfnH3kp4c%3D
http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=p9TLAI-d92RO1CrADm84hphkeYpv1A8xpzFDREuKSoQ2J3UcEhpVLThGTts3_FHXmbMSHqZkEm5BNJUZrO4YL1NF0M30hqdmF0qFcA9wnAGEZZ-h1hgf0rC7OtBMSW8b7JP0Z2HxxbqDyiLtMTACb9Q9_1G9lcgSyane3uxj6w2GsnLg8FmzXr3O4TaAGvfVdvDwxHbzbFQmewdJ4PZUsQ%3D%3D
http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=gChFDvOohi3FyprF7u7SZmdyNJRwOWtUws76ItvP4x1Nf-J7OTfbuvIFkzTtqKgbglDN2haswRZWlruNxT8O4xKdQpjryIuL26xakMjrc-pg_-YnL_qNStmSOVpzj-FeHijGncVCjjtXyJK-gUgUAA%3D%3D
http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=mFjxOtS1TuYsILtHJWSfOwV_KlUd_fEhYNtk_XcKt1ttORnoockRxVRjGUu6VUo0ayDfjTv4IFFjAWS5kLJR_349OZv0gig6E3QW3-jbNIdvq77njlXx8GuJlztsqVvL8Cb3NSG03qfXGN60z2sZ_Bw-lwztBBWB7Xn4aquZg9g%3D
http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=A5YwZcyX8s7mvcu0SCeWwgaOdq1gE3CGD_qz0PtJYUKwuBv34E9j6Ul2rW4MCk5-eGB2JREF9A0WRiv4eYuC6KgaN2tEsKDaKbaEzlN3ziwUKcTD-C6SFmbcVn8GuZwjDEKkTBiz_y8xK8mc1tbmxQ%3D%3D
http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=A5YwZcyX8s7mvcu0SCeWwifslFcbLgjC2OW8q40F8h1B0DETxsoY2YipiXMhdUrMz9GO1WPTrEENVVL8nxXxf7-u-MMmO_aJ3hlb9zNu3Fb4NZQNqTmp1Mf-r_D3-V7TeBEET4nGZcak2diK_v_d5g%3D%3D
http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=qlhdAcyOWFoWY2RBdDnHpXm7IwkuQXTVZkxAADzP_jUlK1pFM7pa8jBZVSwxg_wp2Ih4P3lS9i-HUzFrComE4knFk6up9aBqYucgPycFHnSALKIXonwZGpsKuLpP5VM8x-5tY9LpMLr4Vt87TbEKfit_sla0kvA8kQ7BVYJHv1w%3D
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allows for the development of recommendations for process parameters in order to minimize the shape 

distortions of complex composites parts upfront in the development process, before cutting any tools. It 

is also used to generate a compensated mold, based on computed distortions in order to obtain a final 

part geometry within the specified tolerance. 
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GRAITEC Reseller ARKISOFT Promotes Autodesk Advance Steel, Advance Design and Advance 

Workshop in São Paulo 

10 March 2015 

 

The GRAITEC partner Arkisoft will present Autodesk Advance Steel, Advance Design and Advance 

Workshop at the FEICON Batimat International Construction Trade Fair in São Paulo, on 10-14 March 

2015. 

This 21
th

 edition is the best qualified construction show in Latin America with more than 120,000 

qualified visitors! 

In parallel with the event, the FEICON BATIMAT CONFERENCE will take place, promoting seminars 

for major organizations and reference companies, in addition to gathering internationally and nationally 

renowned professionals for technical talks, lectures, debate panels and case studies. 
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Latest WorkNC to Launch at Industrie 2015  

9 March 2015 

 

Vero Software is launching the latest release of WorkNC at the Industrie trade fair in Lyon. 

With a wide range of new and enhanced functionality, Product Manager Miguel Johan says visitors will 

be astounded at the extent WorkNC Version 24 improves CAM operator productivity and machining 

quality even further. 

“The new Rest Material Display has been enhanced, transforming it into a genuine analysis tool to aid 

CAM programmers in their perpetual quest to reduce machining preparation times.” It allows for the 

different amounts of rest material left on the model, to be rapidly evaluated according to user defined 

colour ranges. On large models and even on extremely complex components it is easy for users to 

determine the small zones or pockets that still need to be machined. 

Other innovative features include symmetry functions, importing 2D features directly from native NX 

files, quicker collision calculations, and new functions for working on STL models.  

“Industrie is the most important trade fair in France, expected to attract over 20,000 visitors, a quarter 

being engineers, 21 per cent corporate managers and 17 per cent departmental managers. In other words, 

decision makers and prime contractors, for whom WorkNC and the other Vero CAD/CAM software on 

show, can provide the optimum solution for their requirements.”     

Visitors to booth Y 87 in Hall 6 at the Eurexpo Lyon Exhibition Centre from April 7 - 10 will see that 

http://www.graitec.com/en/as.asp
http://www.graitec.com/en/ad.asp
http://www.era3.it/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=31:e3workshop-2&catid=11&Itemid=179&lang=en
http://www.era3.it/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=31:e3workshop-2&catid=11&Itemid=179&lang=en
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WorkNC Version 24 features a set of standard collision detection functions covering the machining 

environment, tool holder, stock and machining centre. “For 3-axis and 3+2 axis the WorkNC collision 

detection module indicates the shortest possible cutter than can be used. For 5-axis the Auto5 module 

determines the best possible conditions for a user-defined cutting tool. Special attention’s been given to 

optimise cutting conditions for features such as rubs and narrow slots.” 

Remachining strategies have been completely revamped, giving greater precision in detecting the areas 

to be remachined, smoother trajectories, and improved surface finish quality. 

A number of components and products programmed with WorkNC will feature on the booth, including 

an engine block and a motorsport prototype wheel carrier, and a pilot’s helmet, along with the chassis of 

a Tech 3 competition motorbike competing in the Moto2 World Championships machined on a 5-axis 

DMG Mori Seiki milling centre by Aravis Precision. 

The exhibition also sees the French launch of Edgecam 2015 R1, which includes a brand new Waveform 

roughing cycle for turning. Based on the successful milling waveform technology, the toolpath 

maintains a constant cutting load. The release introduces further Workflow enhancements by supporting 

multiple setups for both milling and turning, meaning the component, stock and fixtures, can be passed 

to new machining sequences. It promotes the use of a single CAM file to house multiple machining 

setups, ensuring the stock remains associative between setups. 

The Wire EDM product is now available in Workflow, and Edgecam 2015 R1 offers full machine 

simulation, including stock and cross-section display.   

WorkPLAN 2015 R2 will also be on display – showing project management processes, 3D integration, 

and CAD data integration from quotation to shop floor – as will VISI 21, one of the world's leading PC-

based CAD CAM software solutions for mould and tooling design and production.   

And WorkXplore 3D 2015 is a major new release of the software which contains many features usually 

only found in CAD systems, enabling the user to perform diagnostics, create assembly instructions and 

prepare the production of 3D models. Technical Manager Philippe Deletang says it focuses on new 

functions and improvements, providing solutions for mobility, realistic animations, and processing large 

files. 

“Thanks to the new Xplore Mobile application, geometric items – models 3D models, and ancillary data 

such as annotations, measurements and wireframes – can now be exported to Android and IOS mobile 

platforms, providing WorkXplore 3D data to be accessed on the move.” 

The animation engine has been completely reviewed to make animation sequences more realistic, while 

simpler to create. 

A new batch conversion process switches large native standard CAD files, or a large number of files, to 

WorkXplore 3D format. In previous versions of the software the application could not be used during 

the conversion process, but the new tool means the file is converted in the background, while the user 

continues to work as normal.  
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Financial News 

Centric Software Marks Record Year of Growth 

9 March 2015 
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Centric Software, Inc., marked its 2015 fiscal year (ending Jan. 31) with record-setting growth in 

bookings, customers and geographic expansion. 

“Centric has earned its position as the clear industry leader,” says Chris Groves, president and CEO of 

the company, which provides product lifecycle management (PLM) software for retail, apparel, 

footwear, luxury and consumer goods companies. The markets that Centric serves face rapid changes, 

growth and the relentlessness need to develop innovative products at an ever-faster pace, Groves 

explains. “Centric’s growth reflects validation by these markets that Centric offers the best PLM 

solution to the challenges they face, and that the Centric team has the greatest expertise to help 

customers get to the next level.” 

Bookings growth: Bookings (total value of accepted term contracts) were up 80 percent over the 

previous fiscal year. This marks the third year in a row of more than 70 percent growth. 

Customer growth: Centric reached its 100th customer milestone through the addition of 40 new 

customers, the most in any year in the company’s history. 

Among the new customers were Centric’s first in Belgium (Delvaux), Germany (MUSTANG), 

Scandanavia (Norrøna), South Africa (Ackermans) and Colombia (STF Group). 

Customer expansion: Centric experienced more than 100 transactions with existing customers that 

expanded their implementations during the year. 

Asian expansion: Centric opened its first Asian office in Shanghai in the fall of 2014, and by year end 

had reached double-digit staffing in China. “The rate of new customer adoption in China has been 

exciting, and Centric plans to accelerate its investment in the region,” says Groves. Centric customers in 

the region include Bestseller Fashion Group China, Cache Cache China, Regina Miracle and The Sak. 

Staff expansion: The company grew staffing by 40 percent worldwide during the year. “We are focused 

on amassing the industry’s best and largest industry-focused PLM team,” says Groves. 

Additional financing: Centric closed on $24 million in growth capital as part of its Series D venture 

capital financing. Fung Capital USA and Silver Lake Waterman led the round. Fung Capital USA is the 

investment arm of the Hong Kong-based Fung family, whose holdings include Li & Fung Limited. Prior 

investors Oak Investment Partners and Masthead Partners also participated in the round. Centric’s 

primary use for the funds is the expansion of its presence in China and other global markets. 

New products: Centric increased its leadership in mobile apps for PLM by adding five new mobile apps 

to its portfolio. The company also increased the footprint of its best-in-class, web-based PLM product 

suite, with development of the Merchandising Planning module for Centric 8. 

“Centric is poised for substantial worldwide growth in the coming year,” says Groves. “As the industries 

that Centric serves become more demanding, so, too, are their business processes,” he explains. “The 

market is ripe for the innovation, efficiency, and ability to rapidly adapt to market trends that Centric 

offers.” 
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ESI Group: 2014 Annual Sales 

12 March 2015 
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Good sales momentum over the 4th quarter, promising prospects for 2015 

 Solid Licensing activity 

 Finalization of the strategic refocusing of Services activity 

 Dynamic activity in Europe, difficult context in China and Russia 

 Success of our disruptive solutions of immersive virtual reality and environmental challenge 

response 

Alain de Rouvray, ESI Group’s Chairman and CEO, comments: “The final quarter of 2014 reveals a 

positive sales dynamic partially overshadowed by transition effects affecting both Licenses and Services 

over the first three quarters. This performance confirms the anticipated intensification of the seasonal 

effect. The year was also marked by a negative currency effect and a difficult political and economic 

context in BRIC countries. Nevertheless, the deployment of our solutions among both business sector 

leaders and their suppliers continues to highlight the essential strategic importance of our technological 

solutions in the generation of productivity gains in industry and the continual quest for innovation. In 

particular, the success of our immersive virtual reality offering and the interest in our solutions enabling 

a response to environmental challenges such as air quality and renewable energy illustrate the solidity of 

our strategy and its diversification potential. Driven by the positive commercial indicators observed at 

the start of 2015, ESI Group remains confident in its growth and profitability improvement prospects 

initiated in 2014.” 

To view an unabridged version of this press release, visit: http://www.esi-

group.com/company/investors/news/2014-annual-sales  
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Lantek’s Upward Trend Continues with an Expected Growth of 15% in 2015 to 16.2 Million Euros in 

Sales 

12 March 2015 

 

Lantek sustains the upward trend of recent years and is expected to grow 15% in 2015, generating 

revenues of 16.2 million euros, compared to 14.08 million last year. 

This news was given at the annual conference, held during the last week in January at the Alava 

Technology Park and attended by the market and office supervisors, as well as the department heads 

from the headquarters. In total, 36 people from abroad attended, including technical and sales staff from 

America, Asia and EMEA.  

As highlighted at the event, this year Lantek will achieve its highest revenues in the last decade and its 

fourth largest increase since 2004. Since then, the headquarters, located in Miñano, Alava, has increased 

its sales by 161.7%, from a figure of 6.2 million to 16.23 million euros. Despite a context of economic 

crisis, Lantek has only experienced a dip in sales of 27.7% in 2009 and 3.5% in 2013. 

"Lantek not only decisively overcame an adverse international economic climate, but came out stronger, 

thanks to our investment efforts. We want to continue to further improve our profitability, if possible, 

and remain the international leader of our market," emphasized Alberto Martínez, CEO of the 

http://www.esi-group.com/company/investors/news/2014-annual-sales
http://www.esi-group.com/company/investors/news/2014-annual-sales
http://www.lanteksms.com/uk/home.asp
http://www.lanteksms.com/uk/lantek_sms.asp
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multinational.  

For this year’s sales increase, Lantek will look to its comprehensive software solutions division. The aim 

for its proportion of the company's sales is 16%, 3 percentage points higher than in 2014. 

However, the bulk of Lantek’s revenues will continue to be driven by its flagship, the CAD/CAM 

division, with 84% of the total, although this figure represents 3 points less than the previous year.  

 

Click here to return to Contents  

Implementation Investments 

3D Systems Helps Bi-Link Slash Product Development Time and Costs with 3D Printed Injection 

Molds 

11 March 2015 

 

3D Systems today announced that Chicago-based mechanical component supplier Bi-Link Corporation 

uses 3D-printed injection mold tooling to drive powerful design cycle innovation and slash part 

development costs. Using several ProJet
®
 3500 HDMax printers, Bi-Link provides its customers with 

3D print injection mold tooling and real-time production-grade test parts in mere hours—all at a fraction 

of the cost of traditional tooling. Watch this video to see the 3D print injection mold tooling process and 

applications. 

Bi-Link collaborates with engineering teams all over the world to solve complex design challenges from 

beginning to end. By incorporating the ProJet 3500 HDMax into their workflow, they’ve become 

exceedingly nimble so they can support rapid design iteration, create production test parts in as little as a 

day, diagnose problems in manufacturability, and even provide short-run manufacturing for their clients. 

This gives Bi-Link incredible business agility and a true advantage over prior processes.   

"3D printed molds have allowed us to greatly enhance our E2E (engineer to engineer) focus,” said Ray 

Ziganto, President, Bi-Link. “We are able to provide near real-time design-for-manufacturability and 

supply pre-prototype parts to verify designs, both of which help our customers reduce their design cycle 

time." 

3DS’ range of shop floor-ready MultiJet and Stereolithography 3D printers support fast, accurate 

injection mold tooling production. This advanced manufacturing application is helping OEMs, tool & 

die shops and contract manufacturers shave weeks from their design cycles, saving thousands on tooling 

costs per mold. Additionally, the unlimited complexity afforded by 3D printing grants complete freedom 

in the tooling design process. 

“The notion that you need metal tooling to manufacture production parts isn’t valid anymore,” said 

Buddy Byrum, Vice President of Product Management, 3DS. “Bi-Link’s injection mold tooling 

demonstrates just how disruptive 3D printing can be to manufacturing. In many cases, 3D printed molds 

can produce parts that would be difficult or impossible with metal tools.” 

 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Autronica Fire and Security of Norway Chooses Aras PLM Suite with Minerva Electronic PLM 

10 March 2015 

 

Aras® today announced that Autronica Fire & Security AS, a United Technologies Corporation (UTC) 

company, a leading innovator, manufacturer and supplier of fire safety, headquartered in Trondheim, 

Norway has selected the Aras Innovator PLM suite. Autronica selected Aras for the ability to manage 

complex, multi-discipline product development processes involving mechanical, electrical and software 

components. Autronica will implement the Electronic PLM from Minerva, a Gold Partner of Aras. 

“With Aras we get all the benefits of their open business model and a powerful, flexible PLM platform 

that can support our company’s needs not only today, but into the future,” said Frank Walstad, Director 

of Quality Assurance. “Combining the flexibility of Aras with the functionality in Electronic PLM from 

Minerva, we have a robust solution that will be up and running quickly.” 

Autronica Fire and Security AS is a leading innovator, manufacturer and supplier of fire safety 

equipment for applications on land and sea. Based in Trondheim, a technology hotspot in Norway, 

Autronica Fire and Security has extensive experience in developing, manufacturing and marketing fire 

safety equipment worldwide. 

“Autronica needed a PLM platform that would span all aspects of the lifecycle and securely extend 

across the supply chain to develop high quality products that protect human lives, property and the 

environment,” said Leon Lauritsen, Vice President of Minerva. “The advanced technology from Aras 

and electronics PLM best practices from Minerva helps global companies like Autronica deliver the 

technical products of tomorrow with the highest quality.” 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

ClariPhy Engages ANSYS Power Software to Develop 100- To 400-Gigabit Semiconductor Solutions  

10 March 2015 

 

To meet the explosive bandwidth demands of today's Internet backbone, data centers and cloud-based 

networks, ClariPhy has selected ANSYS integrated circuit power and reliability sign-off solutions to 

deliver fast, reliable and cost-efficient optical transport semiconductor solutions. 

With the exponential increase in mobile communications driven by streaming video and social media 

applications, carriers worldwide are unable to keep pace with Internet growth. To solve that challenge, 

carriers are installing next-generation 400G networks, which places new demands on network designers 

trying to ensure signal integrity. 

As a leading provider of 400G networking systems on a chip (SoCs), ClariPhy is leveraging 

ANSYS
®
 RedHawk

™
 to ensure delivery of the most reliable optical transport semiconductor solutions. 

The ability to perform chip-package co-analysis (CPA) and thermal-aware electromigration (EM) 

verification, as well as scalable simulation capacity and performance with distributed machine 

processing (DMP) gave ClariPhy the confidence in the robustness of its complex SoC 

design.                                                                                                                     

"To deliver the industry's most advanced and fastest semiconductor solutions, we need to ensure world-

class accuracy, performance and reliability," said Dr. Scott Powell, vice president of engineering with 

http://www.clariphy.com/
http://www.ansys.com/
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ClariPhy. "RedHawk's successful silicon tape-outs, multi-foundry certification and advanced 

technologies such as CPA, thermal analyses and DMP enable us to meet power noise and reliability 

requirements of our next-generation SoCs."   

"Serving as the preferred power noise and reliability solution for the development of the world's fastest 

100- to 400-Gigabit SoCs is a testament to the power of RedHawk," said Fares Mubarak, ANSYS vice 

president and general manager. "We stand committed to delivering the best-in-class power noise 

reliability sign-off solutions to companies like ClariPhy." 
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Peab and BIMobject® enter a Digital Cooperation 

10 March 2015 

 

The biggest construction company in Sweden has started a strategic partnership with BIMobject AB. 

The partnership will allow Peab to access BIMobject’s innovative technologies. Peab will now be able 

to create a better information flow within the building process by creating smart objects containing 

information, for design solutions, to make their BIM process even more efficient. 

The partnership enables a fixed standard for the information in Peab’s objects that BIMobject develops. 

It contains the associated data required for the design- and construction process which in turn can be 

imported into other BIM integrated softwares in a standardised way. 

For Peab, the standardised object-information will be in one place and Peab can trust that this 

information is accurate and has the right intelligence. Peab will also use BIMobject’s market-leading 

cloud solutions to create, distribute and maintain objects, data and analytics efficiently; not only for 

Peab’s building solutions but also for a wider architectural- and construction industry. 

”We are of course very proud that the biggest construction company in the Nordic Countries has chosen 

us as a provider. We look forward to see how this relation will develop to create a more effective 

information flow in the building process with users from the modern technology that we develop. The 

ambition is to make Peab one of the leading construction companies within BIM”, says Stefan Larsson, 

CEO of BIMobject. 

”BIMobject® offers an absolutely brilliant system where we get control of our digital delivery. With 

smart objects and a working maintenance structure, we can now communicate our chosen technical 

building solutions and our demands on the object information easily to our project managers, digitally 

integrated in the object instead of in textform. This is an important step in the BIM-development to raise 

the effectivity and the quality even more in our construction business”, says Andreas Furenberg, 

Technical Manager, Bygg Peab. 
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SmartPatch Selects ThingWorx
®
 IoT Platform for its Connected, Wireless Structural Health 

Monitoring System 

10 March 2015 
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ThingWorx, a PTC
®
 business and leading Internet of Things (IoT) platform provider, announced today 

that SmartPatch, an Italian startup company that develops structural health monitoring solutions, has 

selected ThingWorx to view and understand the data from its connected, wireless applications. These 

SmartPatch applications help monitor the structural integrity of buildings, bridges, tunnels and 

monuments. 

SmartPatch has developed a patented solution for Structural Health Monitoring that is wireless, low cost 

and easy to implement. The company is using the ThingWorx IoT platform via a browser connected to a 

cloud server for its advanced graphical user interface to enable real-time, detailed monitoring of data 

points such as strain, temperature, tilt and seismic activity. The system will offer a comprehensive view 

of the measured point and offer immediate data for interpretation and possible action. 

“The ThingWorx based system can change the approach to viewing and understanding Structural Health 

Management data by builders, certification companies, state safety agencies, civil engineers and 

professionals in the building industry,” said Marco Bonvino, co-founder at SmartPatch. “In our opinion 

ThingWorx is the most complete IoT platform available on the market and we look forward to making 

this technology available to our customers.” 

In addition to using the ThingWorx IoT platform, SmartPatch is also taking advantage of PTC Creo to 

offer new graphical visualization of the infrastructure, implementing a rotating 3D model. 

“SmartPatch is a good example of how IoT technology can transform existing business processes such 

as structural health monitoring to enable a step change in efficiency and responsiveness, ” said Russ 

Fadel, president, ThingWorx. “The age of the Internet of Things is upon us and forward thinking 

companies, such as SmartPatch, will use the ThingWorx IoT platform to deliver business value to their 

customers.” 
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WSFiZ Selected ZWCAD+ Again for Larger Course-application Scale  

11 March 2015 

 

ZWCAD Design, a leading supplier of CAD/CAM solutions for the AEC and MCAD industries, is 

pleased to announce that it has extended its cooperation withthe University of Finance and Management 

(WSFiZ) in Białystok, Poland by upgrading its ZWCAD+ licenses for free to push the education quality 

to a higher level. Equipped with the latest technologies in design software, AFM will be more capable of 

cultivating talents to contribute to the society. 

WSFiZ is an university that occupies top positions in domestic rankings involving private higher 

educational establishments. It educates students of finance management who also need to 

takeConstruction as one of their courses. A great quantity of postgraduate students are the employees of 

municipal government departments and government administration. 

Improving Students Competitiveness  with Advanced Design Tool 

Using the latest CAD software makes it easier for students to take an innovative idea into reality and 

helps students stay competitive in a global labor market.”Aiming at equipping students with the most 

advanced skills, ZWCAD Design provide WSFiZwith a full CAD/CAM solution to support education. 

With access to ZWCAD+, students can experience the same design process as professionals worldwide 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ptc.com&esheet=51055138&newsitemid=20150310005122&lan=en-US&anchor=PTC&index=1&md5=a8ad25667e610098cb33db8e62079ff5
http://www.zwsoft.com/zwcad/ZWCAD_Overview/
http://www.zwsoft.com/
http://www.zwsoft.com/
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which will helps them stay competitive in EU labor market. 

The Added Value ZWCAD+ Brings 

Apart from the licenses offering, the authorized distributor of ZWCAD+ in Poland, SZANSA, will also 

provide technical assistance to WSFiZ. With their solid background in design and engineering, they will 

provide professional support and constructive suggestions to turn ideas into reality. Through this 

cooperation, both ZWSOFT and WSFiZwill continue sharing mutual information on CAD technology 

improvements. 
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Product News 
 

ADT Releases TURBOdesign Suite 5.2.5 

9 March 2015 

 

Advanced Design Technology (ADT) announces that its TURBOdesign Suite version 5.2.5 is now 

shipping. This version of the company’s three-dimensional (3D) inverse design technology software 

provides major improvements and enhancements to the Suite. Turbomachinery design engineers and 

original equipment manufacturers benefit from the 3D inverse design technology in ADT’s 

TURBOdesign Suite. 

TURBOdesign Suite is a unique aerodynamic and hydrodynamic 3D design software package that 

allows users to design, analyze and optimize all types of turbomachinery, such as axial, mixed-flow, or 

centrifugal pumps, compressors, fans, turbines and torque converters. Using the software, designers 

evaluate turbomachinery package size and performance predictions, perform detailed 3D blade design 

with 3D inverse design capabilities, analyze flow information per component, stage performances with 

turbomachinery specific 3D computational fluid dynamics (CFD), and automate exploration of the 

design space with automatic optimization capabilities. 

"This latest release of TURBOdesign Suite builds on the strong fundaments of advanced 3D inverse 

design approach to extend and complement requirements of our large turbomachinery manufacturers 

client base" says Professor Mehrdad Zangeneh, Founder and Managing Director at ADT, as well as 

Professor of Thermofluids at University College London, “TURBOdesign Suite v5.2.5 introduces some 

of the most advanced blade design and optimization capabilities in the market to assist manufacturers 

with developing the next generation of turbomachinery components.” 

TURBOdesign Suite v5.2.5 new version highlights. 

Preliminary Design code for various Applications: 

An important aspect of turbomachinery design is the meanline design at which point key dimensions 

such as tip diameter and exit width are computed for a given duty condition. These geometrical 

parameters have a major effect on performance. TURBOdesign pre already provides an accurate and 

efficient means of preliminary design for centrifugal compressors, centrifugal pumps and radial turbines. 

In TURBOdesign Suite v5.2.5 these meanline design capabilities are extended to centrifugal fans, and 

mixed-flow pump stages for the first time. Also improvements are made to the existing centrifugal 
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pump, centrifugal compressor and radial-inflow turbine models. TURBOdesign Suite delivers 

immediate improvements to the preliminary design cycle of all turbomachinery components; designers 

can now immediately evaluate the trade-offs between stage performances and packaging volumes and 

costs with minimal input data. 

Streamlining design processes and workflows: 

With the vast number of engineering tools used in the turbomachinery development process, data 

transfer and integration between design and analysis software can save hundreds of man hours per 

project. 

Major Improvements in TURBOdesign Suite v5.2.5 enhances integration and automation of design 

processes and workflows within the Clients software landscapes, this new version brings extended 

import capabilities for existing blade designs, automation for a variety of design post-processing tasks 

such as profiling of leading and trailing edges along with automatic geometry file conversion to help 

designers reduce manual CAD operations and allows for more design iterations and coupling with 

automatic optimization methods. 

Accurate parametric studies to explore more of the design space with less computational costs: 

Turbomachinery is nowadays required to operate across multiple operating conditions challenging the 

designers to consider more of the design space and understand the impact of the changes at different 

speeds / operating conditions. 

TURBOdesign Suite v5.2.5 delivers improvements to meridional shape and meanline flow-path 

parameterisation for axial, mixed-flow and centrifugal / radial turbomachinery blades allowing more 

design space to be explored with lower number of design parameters. Unique blade parameterisation 

capabilities based on three-dimensional blade loading definition lower the errors associated with 

interconnected geometrical design parameters resulting in higher order of accuracy response models and 

can drastically decrease computational costs. 

Enabling high performance components at low manufacturing costs: 

Virtually every manufacturers requires high efficiency and reliability components but at the lower 

possible manufacturing costs in mass volume production. 

TURBOdesign Suite v5.2.5 introduces advancements to 3D blade design capabilities to account for 

structural and manufacturing requirements such as true chord thickness definition, flank milling 

machining design featurins such as straight filament blades and radial filament blades for radial turbines. 

TURBOdesign Suite 5.2.5 reinforces existing capabilities to support development of high efficiency 

components with consideration of manufacturing constraints early in the design process, lowering 

overall development and production costs. 

Pushing the boundaries of turbomachinery performances: 

Leading turbomachinery manufacturers pursuing ultimate performances can now achieve novel 

breakthrough designs with unique hybrid turbine modelling capabilities. 

Unique design capabilities for innovative radial and mixed-inflow turbines featuring hybrid three-

dimensional and radial filament blade design, answer the needs of most performance demanding 

applications such as motorsports and aerospace. 
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Altair VisSim™ 9.0 Accelerates Model-Based Design of Embedded Systems  

11 March 2015 

 

Altair today announced a new release of VisSim, its innovative visual language for mathematical 

modeling, simulation, and model-based embedded system development that is used by scientists and 

engineers around the world. VisSim 9.0 increases engineering productivity and expands its support of 

the Texas Instruments (TI) C2000 product family. 

Speed improvements have been made to large plots and overall simulation, as well as to large diagrams 

with many conditional subsystems. Multi-scaled plots, polar plots, and a block and diagram finder have 

been added. New embedded features include an Execution Ordering block, a CRC16 block, and TI 

MotorWare InstaSPIN FAST and SpinTAC blocks for programming sensorless field-oriented control 

(FOC) motors.  

"Throughout my career I have depended on one particular tool, VisSim, to provide the tools necessary to 

realistically simulate dynamic systems," said Mike Borrello, Principal Controls Engineer at Philips 

Healthcare. "As a beta user from the beginning, I can say that VisSim 9.0 is every bit as stable as 8.0 

while providing some great new features and increased functionality that make building models much 

easier."  

VisSim now offers deep support for motor control simulation and embedded development on TI C2000 

microcontrollers (MCUs), enabling control engineers to develop embedded systems 100% graphically 

without the need to write a single line of C-code. Specifically, release 9.0 expands the collaboration with 

respect to the F2805x, F2837x, and F2807x MCUs as follows:  

 support of the Piccolo F2805x MCU, including programmable gains, digital-to-analog converters 

(DACs), and comparator subsystems;  

 support of the Delfino F2837x MCU with 200 MHz performance, 16 bit analog-to-digital 

converter (ADC), 12 bit DACs, and dual C28x cores; and  

 support of the Piccolo F2807x MCU with 100 MHz performance, 12 bit ADC, 12 bit DACs, and 

dual C28x cores.  

Furthermore, electric drive engineers may now access TI InstaSPIN, the leading motor technology on 

the market.  

"VisSim 9.0 has totally changed the way I interface to InstaSPIN-FOC," said Dave Wilson, Motion 

Products Evangelist at Texas Instruments. "I have used it for lab activity in my motor control course, 

and my students loved it! They had the interface working and their motors spinning in no time."  

By adding VisSim to its portfolio, Altair extended its math and systems capability beyond multiphysics 

modeling and simulation to include embedded software, controls, and chemical reactions. A visual 

language with automatic C-code production makes embedded software creation simpler and more 

accessible to control engineers. Model-based systems engineering creates a complete functional and 

architectural systems definition of a problem, integrating the domains of embedded software, controls, 

electronics, and mechanical design. An advantage of this approach is that it allows engineers to link 

system requirements to design elements, facilitating full design traceability and verification.  

"This is the first release of VisSim since the acquisition of Visual Solutions by Altair in August 2014," 

said Peter Darnell, Senior Vice President of Embedded Systems, Altair. "By leveraging Altair's 

impressive software resources, VisSim 9.0 is the fastest, most robust release yet. I'm also really excited 

about the new features like edit-in-place, the interactive block finder, and our synchronous JTAG 

http://globalmessaging1.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7932243&adr_order=16&url=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5hbHRhaXIuY29tLw%3D%3D
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HotLink, which enables Processor-in-the-Loop (PIL) testing."  
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ANSYS Collaborates with Intel to Spur Customer Innovation  

12 March 2015 

 

Engineers using the newly released ANSYS
®
 16.0 in combination with powerful 

Intel
®
 Xeon

®
 technology can realize a 300 percent decrease in solution time – helping them to innovate 

and bring new products to market faster. 

The ANSYS and Intel partnership ensures that simulation engineers performing structural analysis can 

expect seamless high-performance computing (HPC) operations with multi-core Xeon E5 v3 processors 

and many-core Xeon Phi™ coprocessors. The result is the ability to run multiple, incredibly large 

simulations rapidly — which is becoming standard when developing today's innovative products. 

"ANSYS 16.0 provides the accuracy, efficiency and robustness required for engineers to generate 

proven designs as quickly as possible," said Wim Slagter, lead product manager for HPC, at ANSYS. 

"We've worked in tandem with Intel to optimize ANSYS software for the architectural changes in the 

new processor generation, so customers can leverage HPC technology to incorporate more-complex 

models, whether using finer meshes or investigating nonlinear behavior." 

Because simulation times can be reduced with Xeon processors and coprocessors, engineering 

departments can run more simulations in a given period of time — offering the ability to look into more 

design variables for developing better and higher-quality products without affecting time to market. 

ANSYS is the first commercial engineering simulation software provider supporting Xeon Phi 

technology. ANSYS 16.0's structural mechanics suite supports Xeon Phi with shared-memory and 

distributed-memory parallelism for both the Linux and Windows platforms. Virtually all ANSYS users 

— including those who have access to clusters in which each compute node contains one or more 

coprocessors — can accelerate structural mechanics simulations using Xeon Phi coprocessors. For 

example, upgrading from the previous generation Xeon processor and adding one Xeon Phi coprocessor 

results in a decreased time to solution by a factor of 3.1 for ANSYS Mechanical
™

 simulations. 

"Dramatic performance increases can transform entire engineering workflows," said Frank Soqui, 

general manager, Technical Compute Cloud and Client at Intel Corporation. "The collaboration between 

Intel and ANSYS has delivered just that, tremendous new performance levels, without altering the end-

user experience or complicating the IT environment for great price/performance results. We're excited to 

see ANSYS continuing its leadership in delivering structural analysis capabilities to market, addressing 

the technical compute needs of Windows users with Intel Xeon processors and Xeon Phi coprocessors." 

*Based on Intel internal testing of ANSYS Mechanical 16.0, workload V16ln-2 DMP on 2 

cores,  comparing an Intel® Xeon® E5-2697 v2 system to an Intel®  Xeon®  E5-2697v3 system 

featuring an Intel® Xeon Phi™ 7120P coprocessor on the same workload. 
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aPriori Targets Cost Reductions Across the Manufacturing Product Lifecycle with Latest Software 
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Release 

10 March 2015 

 

aPriori today announced the latest release of its platform. aPriori 2015 R1 is designed to meet 

manufacturers’ growing cost management needs from product design and engineering, through strategic 

sourcing, manufacturing and assembly. The latest release provides more detailed cost estimates and 

flexible user controls to support sourcing activities and collaboration with suppliers.  It also incorporates 

new capabilities for costing the increasing number of electrical components found in products across 

every industry today.   The release is generally available immediately. 

“In aPriori 2015 R1, we continue to evolve our platform to help manufacturers realize greater cost 

efficiencies and profits across a larger set of their products,” said Julie Driscoll, aPriori’s vice president 

of strategic marketing and product management.  “In addition to enabling more employees to manage 

cost, we’re also providing manufacturers with the ability to cost more types of components. The new 

release also gives users more control to fine tune cost estimates to reflect the unique characteristics of 

their products and parts, as well as the capabilities of their suppliers.  As a result, customers will be able 

to drive greater product cost efficiencies across their entire product lifecycle.” 

The aPriori platform is architected to provide real-time cost information on parts and complete 

products.  The software leverages CAD and intelligent cost models to quickly determine feasible 

manufacturing methods and product costs while generating detailed manufacturing analysis and cost 

estimates that quantify the impact of changes to product design, materials, manufacturing processes, 

volumes and location in real time. aPriori also enables manufacturers to leverage product cost data 

hosted in other enterprise applications to communicate product cost information between all functional 

organizations involved in product definition and delivery. This includes the import of complex 

engineering Bills of Materials (BOMs) from ERP, PLM and other enterprise applications.  The system 

also includes enterprise-quality business intelligence capabilities that provide intuitive, role-based 

insights for design, engineering, manufacturing, value-engineering and sourcing executives and 

managers.  

aPriori 2015 R1 expands on the platform with a number of new capabilities:   

 Enhanced user management and access control – provides flexible, rules-based management 

of enterprise users to expand usage while complying with global IT security requirements.  This 

might include controlling access to component estimates by division or location.  As a result, 

manufacturers can equip more employees to impact product cost where it happens in the product 

lifecycle. 

 Improved cost overhead calculation – enables more detailed estimates for cost engineering and 

sourcing. aPriori 2015 R1 incorporates baseline cost estimates that calculate material, direct and 

indirect overhead, and SG&A to provide a more accurate starting point for customer Virtual 

Production Environments (VPEs) used for estimating purchased components.  The direct and 

indirect overhead rates are based on rich, bottoms-up calculations that can be accessed and 

modified within aPriori.  This detail supports manufacturers looking for opportunities to reduce 

cost by examining supplier cost structure. 

 Greater usability and control for fine tuning cost estimates - ensures predictable, 

understandable results when doing real-time edits to components during cost refinement or 

negotiation with suppliers.  This gives users highly granular control over cost inputs to reflect the 

unique aspects of their products, parts and suppliers.   

http://www.apriori.com/
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 User-guided cost models – provide for costing components made via progressive die, stage 

tooling, turret press and injection molding. These models enable accurate estimating for 

components for which users do not have CAD models.   

 Wire harness cost module– enables accurate component and assembly costing for wire 

harnesses used in many electrical parts by enabling users to take inputs from input tables/files 

rather than a solid model.  Originally designed for high tech and electronics manufacturers, this 

capability now addresses components produced by virtually every company in the manufacturing 

space today.   

 Machining cost model improvements – provide out of the box costing for a greater variety of 

parts with turned features.  These include parts made from square or rectangular bars with turned 

features such as shafts, bosses, holes; “down-hole” components with off-center bores common in 

the oil and gas drilling industry; and machined castings and forgings which have turned features 

in non-parallel directions.    

 Improvements to automated costing – streamlines cost estimating by automatically reading 

attributes from CAD models including Catia, Creo, NX and SolidWorks.  Data from the CAD 

model is used as input to eliminate duplicate entry and support analysis.   
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CCE Labs Juices Dropbox for Engineering Companies 

11 March 2015 

 

 CCE, a leading engineering software and services provider, announced that small and medium-sized 

businesses are successfully leveraging Dropbox and the free CAD viewers on CCE Labs for managing 

product data and documents in their organizations. 

At a time when a lot is being written in the press about new cloud solutions for engineering data 

management, CCE announced that a majority of its SMB industrial customer base is leveraging existing 

software for product data management. "As part of our engineering design services business, we deal 

with a lot of SMBs in the Midwest whose size does not justify investing in an expensive PDM solution. 

However, they have enough product data in their organization to make version control and back-up a 

nightmare. These customers are leveraging Dropbox and CCE's free CAD viewer software, Express 3D 

and EnSuite-Lite, to essentially CAD-enable Dropbox and manage product data across the organization; 

this is a pretty smart move in our opinion," said CCE's Vice President of Sales and Marketing, Vinay 

Wagle. 

Dropbox allows these organizations to perform activities like infrastructure-free file versioning, access 

control, audit logs, file back-up and recovery, seamless and secure file sharing, and collaboration, 

among other things, from the familiar confines of Windows explorer; there is also support for 

documents, images, presentations, etc. The part that is missing from Dropbox is its ability to handle 

engineering/CAD data. CCE's customers have ingeniously leveraged free CAD viewers, available on 

CCE Labs, to address that problem. 

"No knock on other new, cloud-based engineering data management products with multi-CAD support 

that supposedly do the exact same thing, since they likely use Dropbox infrastructure under the covers, 

but we have been able to successfully address this a long time ago without having to reinvent the wheel. 
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So, Dropbox plus the free CAD viewers from CCE Labs is your engineering data management solution," 

said Wagle. 

To download free CAD viewers, please visit CCE Labs. 
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CL3VER 3.0 is released 

11 March 2015 

 

CL3VER, the cloud based platform for interactive 3D presentations, releases CL3VER 3.0, the new 

generation of the platform dedicated to engineers, architects, and other design professionals. 3.0 a much 

improved version of the CL3VER platform that includes WebGL GPU-based real-time lightmap 

technology, V-ray material support and a new scene sharing system that will speed up the production 

workflow for cross platform interactive 3D presentations. 

WebGL GPU-based Real-Time Lightmaps 

Complementing a huge jump in rendering speed resulting in the platform supporting much larger scenes, 

CL3VER 3.0 introduces a new proprietary automatic real-time lightmap rendering solution that 

drastically reduces the rendering time required by traditional visualization techniques from several hours 

to just minutes. 

This GPU-based Real-time rendering technology does not rely on any specific hardware to work. From 

the most powerful dedicated GPU to a traditional integrated GPU the CL3VER lightmap system is 

consistent on both Windows and Mac. 

This disruptive technology provides instant feedback on changes to lights and global illumination 

lightmaps by displaying an accurate preview in the editor’s scene view of how lighting will look in the 

published project. Architects and designers can continue to iterate and refine the look of a presentation 

while final lightmaps update and bake in the background. This dramatically decreases the amount of 

time needed to make final adjustments to scenes. Users have total control on the quality of the published 

scene enabling them to optimize it to meet their requirements. 

V-Ray material support from Autodesk 3ds Max 

The 3ds Max to CL3VER export plugin has been improved to fully support V-Ray materials. This key 

feature improves the production workflow by enabling users to export photorealistic materials created in 

3ds Max and V-Ray for display in the CL3VER editor. 

With CL3VER 3.0, once the scene is imported, all the materials are available within the editor. No 

additional work is required to produce custom materials allowing users to create presentations faster. 

A secure and collaborative platform 

A new sharing system makes the CL3VER platform more collaborative. Project owners can now quickly 

invite team members and stakeholders to view, edit and collaborate on a project. Using a simple 

interface any project can be shared via a link privately, within a restricted set of people, or publicly via a 

URL that can be published on any website and social media. 

Furthermore, a new layer of security has been added encrypting CL3VER projects using a 256-bit SSL 

security protocol. 

http://www.cadcam-e.com/CCELabs.aspx
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Improved importing system = Larger Files 

The importing system has been optimized to support huge BIM scenes. Based on user feedback, 

Improvements have been made to both the time taken to import files and the size of the 3D files that can 

be imported. 

The import process is now from 3 to 20 times faster. The maximum size of scenes that can be imported 

has doubled from 1GB to 2GB, and the maximum geometry count is now 6 times larger, at up to 30 

million polygons. 

CL3VER 3.0 also supports instancing in imported scenes. A new automatic scene optimization system 

will guarantee fast real-time rendering on any computer or tablet. 

Improved editor Interface 

To accommodate these new features and streamline the workflow, CL3VER 3.0 comes with a revised 

editor Interface, making workflow faster and more intuitive. The new user interface, together with a new 

set of predefined UI templates, permits creating interactive 3D presentations in minutes. 

Automatic navigation menus 

CL3VER can now automatically create navigation menu for a presentation, complete with submenus. 

Once created, menus can be customized in a few clicks. 
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Delcam Offers New Modules for $149 CADCAM Software 

6 March 2015 

 

Delcam has introduced four new modules for ArtCAM Express , the company’s entry-level software for 

engraving, signmaking and woodworking that is priced at $149, £99 or 125 Euros.  Like the ten add-on 

modules that were already available, these new options allow users to upgrade their capabilities to match 

their specific needs at a lower cost than would be required to move to the more powerful ArtCAM 

Insignia or ArtCAM Pro programs. 

ArtCAM Express is the entry-level version in the range of artistic CADCAM software offered by 

Delcam.  It includes 2D drawing, over 600 free pieces of relief clipart, and 2D and standard 3D 

machining functions.  Full details are available at www.artcam.com/express    

The first of the new options is the toolpath-panelling module that allows larger jobs to be divided into 

sections for machining and reassembly once cut.  With the bevel-carving module, a hand-carved look 

with bevelled edges can be added to frames, moulds or signs.  Multiple items with different text on the 

same underlying design can be created with the multi-plate module using data from text or CSV 

files.  Finally, the new fluting module allows ramping moves in and out of the material to create grooves 

or textured surfaces.  This uses the vectors together with the geometry and motion of the cutting tool. 

At the same time, the existing modules for advanced 2D machining and nesting have been enhanced to 

allow bridges associated with a group of vectors to be amended simultaneously, while the vector-tools 

module has a new option whereby vector layers can be preserved when a selection of vectors are copied 

and pasted. 

 

http://www.artcam.com/express
http://www.artcam.com/insignia
http://www.artcam.com/insignia
http://www.artcam.com/pro
http://www.artcam.com/express
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GRAITEC release new version of PowerPack for Autodesk® Advance Steel 

10 March 2015 

 

GRAITEC is excited to announce the new version of their complementary productivity tools, GRAITEC 

Advance PowerPack for Autodesk® Advance Steel 2015.1. 

The GRAITEC Advance PowerPack is a powerful extension to Autodesk® Advance Steel, created to 

boost the user's capability, productivity and efficiency whilst introducing a unique set of tools, templates 

and connections designed to enhance and speed up project delivery. This new version extends the 

functionality of existing content and introduces industry-dedicated performance tools such as: 

 Glass module: for managing and inserting glass windows and panels 

 Curved element cut: for complex contouring of profiles to curved tubes 

 Platform cover: Instant creation of grating and plate for platform covers 

GRAITEC's Autodesk® Advance Steel customers have exclusive access to the GRAITEC Advance 

PowerPack 2015.1 as part of their maintenance contract. The latest version is available to download now 

from the customer Advantages portal or from the GRAITEC PowerPack website. 

Carl Spalding, GRAITEC Product Strategy Director comments: "GRAITEC strives to deliver an 

unrivalled user experience and our PowerPack for Autodesk® Advance Steel is just one of the many 

tools we provide to our customers as part of that commitment. We have almost three decades of 

experience delivering professional technology for the steel industry, and we have always been able to 

react quickly to deliver functionality that helps our customer's become more productive and competitive. 

Being able to improve performance, quality and efficiency for all our customers globally, through 

initiatives like the PowerPack, is a great way for GRAITEC to deliver benefits that reflect the specific 

needs of our customers." 
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Lectra announces Lectra Fashion PLM V4 

10 March 2015 

 

Lectra is pleased to present Lectra Fashion PLM V4. 

The growing complexity of the fashion industry is forcing companies to transform from traditional to 

newer, more modern business models. “Fashion companies need to adapt their ways of working to be 

agile enough to offer compelling products to please consumers and reach the market quickly. After more 

than 40 years’ experience in the fashion and apparel industry, Lectra provides companies with business 

expertise, technologies and change methods to meet the challenges of today’s modern fashion market 

and to remain competitive. Lectra Fashion PLM is the embodiment of these pillars,” explains Daniel 

Harari, Lectra CEO. 

“Lectra Fashion PLM was developed to improve teamwork from design to production and to help 

fashion companies build better products faster while boosting overall business performance,” adds 

Anastasia Charbin, Fashion and Apparel Marketing Director, Lectra. 

http://www.graitec.com/En/index.asp
http://www.graitec.com/En/pp.asp
http://www.graitec.com/En/pp.asp
http://www.graitec.com/En/as.asp
http://www.graitec.com/en/download_cdimage.asp?ProductID=20
http://www.graitec.com/En/pp.asp
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To build this new Lectra Fashion PLM release, which focuses heavily on collection planning and 

calendar management, Lectra R&D teams partnered with South Korea’s leading fashion company, 

Samsung-Cheil 

Industries and DBApparel, the French market leader for branded intimate apparel. 

Building a profitable collection while addressing seasonal trends, consumer expectations and time 

constraints is a complex challenge. With Lectra Fashion PLM’s new collection plan management, 

companies have a dynamic financial overview to effectively manage their product offering. 

“We worked hand in hand with Lectra to implement Lectra Fashion PLM. We challenged Lectra to 

design an easy-to-use, sophisticated and efficient collection plan management module that corresponds 

to our daily needs,” explains Shin Yang-sik, Samsung-Cheil Industries Deputy General Manager. Lectra 

Fashion PLM enables Samsung-Cheil Industries to more effectively drive strategic objectives through 

the products they make and offer to market. 

Visualizing and monitoring activities from initial concept to the end product are fundamental to 

improving time-to-market and controlling costs. Lectra Fashion PLM’s new calendar management 

enables managers to survey and adapt calendar milestones to constantly carry development cycles 

forward. 

“Our objective is to continuously improve our process from design to final product delivery in order to 

be more and more competitive. Lectra Fashion PLM’s calendar management enables our teams to work 

on a common platform and thus anticipate and prioritize the different phases in the development cycle to 

consistently move quickly to market,” explains Giuseppe Zambarbieri DBA Operations IT Director. 

“We believe in a sustainable relationship with our customers, to help them meet their challenges for the 

long-term. We are very pleased that Samsung-Cheil Industries and DBApparel have joined us for this 

PLM journey,” concludes Daniel Harari. 
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Maple 2015 Includes Powerful Tools for Access, Analysis, and Visualization of Data 

5 March 2015 

 

Maplesoft™ announced a major new release of its flagship product, Maple™, the mathematical 

computing software for education, research, and development involving mathematics, engineering, and 

the sciences. With Maple 2015, Maplesoft offers important new abilities to both educators and 

researchers in the areas of data analysis, application development, statistics education, and more. 

Maple 2015 includes a powerful new infrastructure for accessing, working with, and visualizing millions 

of data sets. Maple customers can freely access time series data sets from finance, economics, and 

demographics, such as current data on stocks and commodities, foreign exchange rates, macroeconomic 

data on labor market indicators, population statistics, and much more. All data, whether it is built into 

Maple or available through a connection with Quandl, an online provider of curated data from hundreds 

of sources, can be seamlessly searched, downloaded, and used inside Maple. Customers can use the 

powerful computation and data visualization tools in Maple 2015 to investigate trends, analyze, filter, 

and visualize results using a wide variety of techniques, and build applications based on the data. 

Maple 2015 also includes many other advances in both its computation engine and interface. 

http://www.maplesoft.com/products/Maple/?p=TC-4825
http://www.maplesoft.com/products/Maple/?p=TC-4825
http://www.quandl.com/
http://www.quandl.com/
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 Many new facilities for application development, including more customizations for one-step 

app creation, new microphone and speaker components, and support for programmatic content 

creation 

 Advances in mathematics, in integration, differential equations, iterative maps, group theory, 

physics, and more 

 New Clickable Math tools, such as new palettes and 60 new interactive Math Apps covering 

topics in math, physics, statistics, chemistry, and finance 

 Expanded support for statistics education, including new tutors, palettes, and Math Apps 

designed explicitly for teaching and learning statistics 

 Online sharing of Maple documents and interactive applications through the MapleCloud, 

which is now accessible through web browsers 

“Because Maple combines an extremely powerful mathematics engine with an interface that makes it 

easy to analyze, explore, visualize, and solve mathematical problems, Maple is the ideal tool for both the 

academic world and industry,” says Dr. Laurent Bernardin, Executive Vice-President and Chief Scientist 

at Maplesoft. “With Maple 2015, the new facilities for handling data sets make it even easier to use 

Maple to examine important global trends and make sense of the reams of data that surround us. 

Maple helps educators, students, scientists, engineers, and researchers get their work done quickly and 

reliably, and the new and enhanced features in this new release make this easier than ever.” 

Maple is available in several languages including French, Simplified Chinese, and Brazilian Portuguese 

and Japanese. 
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Mastercam Releases X9 Beta 

9 March 2015 

 

The Mastercam X9 Public Beta release is open to all current Mastercam customers who are on 

Maintenance. CNC Software, Inc. had great success with the X8 Beta release last year. We received 

feedback from hundreds of customers and hope to hear from them again this year with the X9 Beta 

release. Shops get a chance to test Mastercam before it is released and provide valuable feedback that 

helps shape the final product.  

Here are a few things you’ll see in Mastercam X9 Beta: 

 Expanded Dynamic Motion toolpaths bring new options to our groundbreaking technique. And 

our widely-applied radial chip thinning lets you achieve efficient feeds and speeds while 

maintaining a target chip thickness. 

 Solid Modeling improvements including Solid Disassembly for exploding and laying out a solids 

assembly, Solid Positioning for easy snap-positioning of items such as fixture components, and 

more. 

 Powerful Multiaxis enhancements including Multiaxis Link, which delivers a new way to 

combine a safety zone with multiple operations, ensuring that repositioning between operations 
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is as safe as possible. 

 Even broader tool support and improved workflow for importing, designing, and editing tools 

and holders. 

 Mastercam Simulator fixture support makes it easy to define, display and collision-check fixtures 

while simulating your job. 

 Overall streamlined workflow with improved plane management, level and geometry control, 

viewsheets, chaining and more. The new Analyze Toolpath feature further improves workflow 

by displaying useful information when you hover over a toolpath section. 

 And many more productivity improvements across the entire product. 
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MathWorks Announces Release 2015a of the MATLAB and Simulink Product Families 

11 March 2015 

 

MathWorks today introduced Release 2015a (R2015a) with a range of new capabilities in MATLAB 

and Simulink. With this release, MathWorks introduces an antenna-to-bits wireless design solution. The 

offering helps wireless and radar system engineers simulate designs that incorporate multiple antennas, 

smart radio frequency (RF) devices, and advanced receiver algorithms. New software-defined-radio 

(SDR) hardware support enables over-the-air testing with LTE and other waveforms.  

In addition to new releases of MATLAB and Simulink, R2015a includes four new products: 

 Antenna Toolbox for designing, analyzing, and visualizing antenna elements and antenna arrays 

 Robotics System Toolbox for designing and testing algorithms for robotics applications 

 Simulink Test for creating test harnesses, authoring complex test sequences, and managing 

simulation-based tests 

 Vision HDL Toolbox for designing image processing, video, and computer vision systems for 

FPGAs and ASICs 

MATLAB Product Family 

 MATLAB: Integration of documentation for custom toolboxes into the MATLAB Help Browser 

 MATLAB: Scale map reduce algorithms to MATLAB Distributed Computing Server for data-

intensive applications 

 MATLAB: Support for Arduino Leonardo and other Arduino boards 

 MATLAB Compiler: Includes capability to create add-ins for Microsoft Excel desktop 

applications 

 MATLAB Compiler SDK: Extension to MATLAB Compiler for creating C/C++, Java, and 

.NET shared libraries, as well as a development framework for MATLAB Production Server 

 Statistics and Machine Learning Toolbox: Classification Learner app for training models and 

classifying data using supervised machine learning 

 Partial Differential Equation Toolbox: 3-D finite element analysis, including geometry import, 

meshing, PDE solving, and viewing results 

http://www.mathworks.com/products/new_products/latest_features.html
http://www.mathworks.com/products/matlab/
http://www.mathworks.com/products/simulink/
http://www.mathworks.com/products/antenna
http://www.mathworks.com/products/robotics
http://www.mathworks.com/products/simulink-test/
http://www.mathworks.com/products/vision-hdl/
http://www.mathworks.com/products/matlab/
http://www.mathworks.com/products/compiler/
http://www.mathworks.com/products/matlab-compiler-sdk/
http://www.mathworks.com/products/statistics/
http://www.mathworks.com/products/pde/
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Simulink Product Family 

 Simulink: In-canvas dials, gauges, and scopes for tuning, testing, and visualizing simulations 

 Simulink: Fast model update using just-in-time (JIT) compilation for MATLAB Function blocks 

and State flow charts 

 Simulink: Hardware Support Package targeting Apple iOS devices for creating apps that run 

Simulink models and algorithms 

 Simulink: Share projects via GitHub, email, or as a packaged custom toolbox 

 SimDriveline: Thermal variants for all blocks in the Gears component library 

Signal Processing and Communications 

 Signal Processing Toolbox: Signal analysis of nonuniformly sampled data; simplified interface 

and examples, and enhanced signal measurements 

 Communications System Toolbox: Connectivity and targeting for Zynq-based SDR, new 

synchronization methods for wireless receivers, and an end-to-end QAM link example 

 DSP System Toolbox: Low latency audio device I/O, multirate and tunable filter types, enhanced 

streaming scopes, and Embedded Coder optimized algorithm library for ARM Cortex-A 

 Phased Array System Toolbox: Simplified modeling and estimation for multiple radar targets, 

array calibration, and advanced driver assistance system (ADAS) example 

 LTE System Toolbox: Coordinated multipoint (CoMP) simulation in LTE Release 11 and UMTS 

waveform generation 

 Antenna Toolbox: A new product for designing, analyzing, and visualizing antenna elements and 

antenna arrays 

Robotics 

 Robotics System Toolbox: A new product for designing and testing algorithms for robotics 

applications 

Code Generation 

 MATLAB Coder: Improved MATLAB Coder app with integrated editor and simplified 

workflow, and more efficient code for logical indexing 

 HDL Coder: Critical path estimation without running synthesis 

 Vision HDL Toolbox: A new product for designing image processing, video, and computer 

vision systems for FPGAs and ASICs 

 Simulink Desktop Real-Time: Includes Real-Time Windows Target functionality and adds Mac 

OS X and Thunderbolt interface support 

Verification and Validation 

 Simulink Test: A new product for creating test harnesses, authoring complex test sequences, and 

managing simulation-based tests 

 Simulink Verification and Validation: Coverage measurement for C coded S-functions and 

MATLAB coded System objects 

 Simulink Design Verifier: Model Slicing for simplifying and partitioning complex models for 

debugging and analysis 

http://www.mathworks.com/products/simulink/
http://www.mathworks.com/products/simdrive/
http://www.mathworks.com/products/signal/
http://www.mathworks.com/products/communications/
http://www.mathworks.com/products/dsp-system/
http://www.mathworks.com/products/phased-array/
http://www.mathworks.com/products/lte-system/
http://www.mathworks.com/products/antenna
http://www.mathworks.com/products/robotics
http://www.mathworks.com/products/matlab-coder/
http://www.mathworks.com/products/hdl-coder/
http://www.mathworks.com/products/vision-hdl/
http://www.mathworks.com/products/simulink-desktop-real-time/
http://www.mathworks.com/products/simulink-test/
http://www.mathworks.com/products/simverification/
http://www.mathworks.com/products/sldesignverifier/
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R2015a is available immediately. For more information, see R2015a Release Highlights. 
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MEDUSA4 and MPDS4 Version 5.2.2 - Release Announcement 

12 March 2015 

 

Version 5.2 of MEDUSA4 and MPDS4 is all about easy data exchange, even faster design editing, and 

productive engineering data management. All of the new developments and enhancements are designed 

to make it easier to work together with other people and other systems, while always benefiting from 

MEDUSA4’s legendary flexibility and intelligent design editing functionality. 

The highlights of this release include a new Windchill® PDMLink™ Workgroup Manager for 

MEDUSA4, new dynamic design tools, new P&ID functionality, dynamic routing and component 

moving tools in MPDS4, parametric component selection and placement enhancements, and a 3D DWG 

interface for models and entire plants. 

New Products 

New PTC Windchill Workgroup Manager for MEDUSA4 

The new Windchill Workgroup Manager for MEDUSA4, available from MEDUSA4 version 5.2, is an 

integration between MEDUSA4 and the latest Windchill® PDMLink™ data management environment, 

developed in partnership with PTC. Users can access the familiar Windchill Workgroup user interface 

directly from MEDUSA4 for easy, integrated engineering data management. A separate tool tray 

provides access to all the important data management functionality, allowing users to check in, check 

out and edit MEDUSA4 data controlled by Windchill PDMLink, making them available for worldwide 

collaboration. Because of customer-specific configuration requirements, this integration is not delivered 

with the standard software installation, but will be made available to customers via the customer portal. 

The initial release will support Windchill PDMLink 10.1. 

New M4 ISO Automatic Piping Isometrics Software 

CAD Schroer's new M4 ISO solution works with MPDS4 PIPING DESIGN for the automatic 

generation of unscaled pipe isometric drawings from 3D piping design data. 

Increased Performance with MEDUSA4 and MPDS4 64-bit versions 

MEDUSA4 and MPDS4 5.2 are available as a 64-bit as well as a 32-bit version under Windows. The 

new 64-bit version addresses larger amounts of random access memory (RAM) more effectively, 

thereby increasing system performance, because a larger amount of data can be processed 

simultaneously. Note that the 32-bit version also runs on 64-bit Windows operating systems. The 

upgrade to either version is free for maintenance paying customers. 

New in MEDUSA4 Drafting 

New in MEDUSA4 2D 

New License Borrowing for MEDUSA4 ADVANCED 
Maintenance customers with MEDUSA4 ADVANCED licenses will experience even more flexible 

working with a new free feature in this release: CSGLMBorrow, an extension to the License Manager, 

allows users to borrow a MEDUSA4 license for a specified time period, so that the software can be run 

without an active network connection - ideal for occasional home workers, or customer visits. The 

http://www.mathworks.com/products/new_products/latest_features.html
http://www.cad-schroer.com/products/medusa4/interfaces/windchill-workgroup-manager.html
http://www.cad-schroer.com/products/m4-iso.html
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feature must be included in the MEDUSA4 ADVANCED license file and is available for the Microsoft 

Windows® operating system. 

Smart Drafting Tool Enhancements 
Further enhancements in the Smart Drafting Tool for dynamic design editing in MEDUSA4 5.2 include 

new functionality for creating perpendicular arcs relative to the previous line segment drawn. 

Dimensioning Enhancements 
Dimensioning enhancements include new options for dimension text positioning and formatting of 

unscaled dimensions. Parts list customisation options have also been refined. 

New in CADConvert 

CADConvert DXF/DWG Interface Enhancements 
CADConvert has been further enhanced with new options for line and text type translations and 

grouping of AutoCAD® sheet level elements, ensuring even more flexible data exchange with third 

party systems. It now supports the AutoCAD file format up to AutoCAD 2014. 

New in MEDUSA4 Add-On Products 

New in MEDUSA4 3D 

Enhanced 3D DWG Interface and Model Colour Mapping 
The MEDUSA4 3D interface has been extended to translate 3D DWG files into the native MEDUSA4 

.MOD format and vice versa. Users can map imported model colours to match or augment their MPDS4 

colour map. For integrated MEDUSA4/MPDS4 projects, MEDUSA4 3D will automatically use the 

MPDS4 colour map to display components in the same colour in both systems. 

New in P&ID 

New for Administrators: The P&ID Configuration Utility 
The MEDUSA4 Admin area now includes a P&ID Configuration Utility for administering and editing 

P&ID attributes and symbol libraries. 

Attribute Administration 

Administrators can use the tool to easily edit line labels, symbols and their associated attributes in line 

with company-specific requirements and standards. 

Enhanced P&ID Symbol Library Administration 

The P&ID Configuration Utility now also incorporates the symbol library configuration tools, allowing 

users to more easily create and administer new symbol libraries and symbols, to edit symbols, and to 

copy existing symbols for use as the starting point for new ones. 

Intelligent P&ID Element Selection 
The standard selection tool in MEDUSA4 version 5.2 now intelligently recognises P&ID elements, 

including symbols, lines and text elements. Selecting any of the editing functions from the standard pop-

up menu (Move, Cut, Copy, Paste, Delete or Properties) now carries out P&ID-specific behaviour, 

including providing direct access to P&ID symbol properties. All the standard selection functionality, as 

well as the P&ID-specific selection tools, are also available. 

Nested Component Enhancements 
MEDUSA4 P&ID sees significant improvements in the handling of nested components. More intuitive 

loading and placement of components like actuators or agitators makes it easier to maintain correct 

nested relationships. Users can now clearly display parent/child relationships on their P&ID parts lists 

and reports. Valve lists can now include lists of adjoining actuators and instruments. 
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Symbol Catalog Enhancements 
In MEDUSA4 P&ID the different P&ID symbol catalogs have been merged into a new single catalog, 

making it easier to use and administrate. Users can now filter catalog symbols by the relevant 

international standard (DIN, ANSI, ISA), making it faster and easier to find the required component. A 

greatly expanded default symbol attribute set provides increased flexibility, reduces start-up times and 

increases productivity. The P&ID module now provides a new collection of symbols for creating flow 

diagrams for process plants in accordance with EN ISO 10628-2:2012. 

New in MEDRaster 

New Technology and Increased Image Integration & Editing Performance 

From version 5.2 of MEDUSA4, the two separate raster image products for black & white and colour 

rasters have been consolidated in a single MEDRaster Colour product, based on the latest technology 

provided by ImageMagick. Raster editing performance has been further improved as a result, and there 

is a new option for saving sheets as black and white TIFFs. 

New in MPDS4 

New Dynamic Editing Options with the Tail Tool 

MPDS4 version 5.2 introduces new and enhanced tail tool functionality for fast and intuitive routing of 

pipes, ducts or conveyors and dynamic design editing. The system now displays different context-

sensitive mouse cursors during the design process as visual clues to the editing options available, and 

previews the result of different segment dragging operations. 

Additional visual clarity is provided by highlighting the active tail point and displaying the tail direction 

during editing. A specific radius assigned to one point of the tail (e.g. for defining a solid pipe bend) can 

easily be applied to all other points along the tail. There are additional options for highlighting objects, 

and for aligning objects perpendicular to existing surfaces or edges, as well as enhanced snap distance 

settings. 

Faster Component Moving 

Version 5.2 sees further enhancements of the Move with Handles tool with the new TailSlide function in 

MPDS4, making 3D transformations of single and multiple objects along the path of an existing pipe, 

cable, duct, conveyor or simply a tail even more intuitive. Single components can be moved along an 

existing path in any direction, and components that form part of a pipe assembly, such as valves, can be 

moved along a solid pipe while maintaining the appropriate alignment. 

New Parametric Equipment Loading Functionality 

The MPDS4 Equipment Library dialog now includes several new features in the parametric equipment 

tab. The preview window can now display the connection points and parameters of a selected 

component, allowing users to select required instances and change component dimensions within 

predefined parameters prior to loading. As Several parametric components can be linked. This dialog 

now allows users to select such parametric components made up of several sub-components and change 

out individual sub-components before loading the assembly. Equipment loading has been further 

enhanced, allowing users to dynamically position components in space based on their connection points, 

making it easy to align components with existing equipment 

New Plant to 3D DWG Export 

The MPDS4 Version 5.2 Model/Plot tool now offers an option to export the MPDS4 model to 3D DWG, 

allowing users to export an entire plant design, or just selected areas, for use within third party systems. 
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New in MPDS4 Add-On Products 

New in Factory Layout 

Easier Floor Height Creation 
MPDS4 FACTORY LAYOUT now includes improved functionality for defining uneven floors by 

entering floor height texts in 2D, which automatically generate a terrain model in 3D. It is now possible 

to create several different digital terrain models in one drawing, describing several floors of a factory 

with different height properties for example. 

Enhanced Line Mapping Between MEDUSA4 and MPDS4 
Users can now create a line mapping between MEDUSA4 and MPDS4 FACTORY LAYOUT. Line 

shapes from MEDUSA4 are mapped to define a combination of color, shape and thickness inside 

MPDS4. Line colours can also be changed directly in 3D. The tail tool recognises 2D lines as rasters in 

3D, making them easier to reposition. 

Other Enhancements 
The placement of walls, doors and windows in MPDS4 FACTORY LAYOUT has also been optimised, 

as has the assignment of 2D components to the appropriate discipline or system in 3D. 

New in the 3D Component Designer 

New Pipe and Duct Insulation Tool 
The MPDS4 3D COMPONENT DESIGNER now allows users to create lagging (insulation) for piping 

and ducting catalogs, which can be made visible and invisible in MPDS4. 

Linked Parametric Components 

Users can now link several parametric catalog components to create new assemblies. 

New in the Project Manager 

Increased Security for Server and Database Administration 
From version 5.2, the MPDS4 Project Manager expressly restricts certain database and server 

administration functions to Systems Administrators under Windows 7, ensuring an even higher level of 

data security. 

New in the PDM/PLM and Database Interfaces 

Teamcenter®, SAP® and Windchill® PDMLink™ Interfaces 

With version 5.2 of MEDUSA4, the PDM/PLM interfaces have been updated in line with the latest 

releases to third party systems. MEDInfo now supports the latest versions of Apache and PHP. There are 

some minor functionality enhancements, as well as new configuration options, in the Teamcenter, SAP 

and Windchill interfaces. 

To view an unabridged version of this press release, visit: http://www.cad-

schroer.com/products/medusa4/new-in-m4/new-in-medusa4-and-mpds4-version-5-2.html  
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Trimble Improves Construction Project Workflow with Tekla Structures 21 BIM Software 

12 March 2015 

 

Trimble (NASDAQ: TRMB) today introduced Tekla® Structures 21, the latest version of its Building 

http://www.cad-schroer.com/products/medusa4/new-in-m4/new-in-medusa4-and-mpds4-version-5-2.html
http://www.cad-schroer.com/products/medusa4/new-in-m4/new-in-medusa4-and-mpds4-version-5-2.html
http://www.teklastructures.com/
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Information Modeling (BIM) software for the engineering and construction markets. With advancements 

in interoperability, drawing control, usability and performance, Tekla Structures 21 improves industrial 

and commercial construction project workflows across construction disciplines. The new version 

delivers benefits to structural steel and precast concrete designers, detailers and fabricators, concrete 

contractors and general contractors, and enhanced collaboration with Mechanical, Electrical and 

Plumbing (MEP) design engineers, architects and others. 

"After a decade in use, Tekla Structures continues to further the evolution of BIM from an experimental 

to an essential part of designing, engineering and building all types of buildings and structures," said 

Risto Räty, executive vice president of Tekla and general manager of Trimble Buildings' Structures 

Division. "Tekla Structures 21 reduces the time between concept and construction by enabling more 

advanced project team collaboration and productivity—enabling free flowing communication between 

all project stakeholders for more efficient design and building processes." 

Enhanced Collaboration and Workflow 

Tekla Structures 21 is fully interoperable with popular industrial plant design software such as AVEVA 

PDMS and Intergraph Smart 3D. This high level of bi-directional integration speeds up and improves 

the transfer of model data by providing a higher level of detail, better information transfer and change 

management. Improved integration between Tekla Structures and Autodesk's Revit Architecture and 

Revit MEP allows for better collaboration, enhanced control and change management through Industry 

Foundation Classes (IFC) file exchanges. Tekla's automated model and drawing export function saves 

time and makes downstream workflows smoother. In addition, Tekla Structures improves import and 

export functions with Trimble® SketchUp. 

Reference model handling is also improved, making collaboration over changes much easier and 

providing better control over change management with IFC files. Tekla's IFC change management 

allows for the effective detection, management and reaction to changes in IFC models, and allows 

reference models to be added to a list and grouped. 

Räty added, "By providing tight integration with other popular BIM software—as well as our own 

analysis and design software Tekla Structural Designer—and incorporating deep support for IFC, Tekla 

Structures 21 allows project team members from all disciplines to work together to address potential 

problems during the modeling stage, when they can be inexpensively and expediently addressed. These 

process improvements pave the way for successful projects where everyone wins." 

The platform-neutral IFC file format is a key component of Open BIM, a broad-based approach to the 

collaborative design, construction and operation of buildings based on open standards and workflows. 

As a "Trimble Connected" product, Tekla Structures 21 leverages the Trimble Connect collaboration 

environment for design, engineering and construction projects. Based on Gehry Technologies' renowned 

GTeam™ software acquired by Trimble in in 2014, Trimble Connect enables teams to access and 

manage project data via a cloud platform.   

Tekla Structures 21 offers several other improvements and resources:  

 Drawing control:  provides greater control over the drawings. It simplifies the processes of 

navigating, printing and viewing the properties of drawings. Users also can now give customized 

company-specific dimensions to their own standard parts, such as bolts and embeds. Tekla's view 

level control of dimensioning automates working with assemblies like handrails and cast units.   

 User-friendly modeling:  improved direct modification makes modeling more intuitive and 

simple with "what you see is what you get" modifications. Drawing construction lines, circles 

http://connect.trimble.com/
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and points and placing custom parts is straightforward, and editing the position is easy and 

immediate. 

Two new services have also been introduced concurrent with Tekla Structures 21:  

 Tekla Model Sharing:  a service allowing project team members to work on the same project 

from any location or time zone, for faster and more flexible project delivery. 

 Tekla Warehouse:  a free online library of Tekla Structures modeling tools, intelligent parts and 

templates to help users achieve more efficient workflows and higher quality projects.   

Availability 
Tekla Structures 21 is available now. For more information and to download Tekla Structures 21, 

visit: www.teklastructures.com.   
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Trimble Launches Tekla Structural Designer: A Powerful New Way for Engineers to Analyze and 

Design Multi-Material Buildings 

9 March 2015 

 

Trimble launched Tekla® Structural Designer, the latest addition to its portfolio of model-based 

solutions for the architectural, engineering and construction markets. Tekla Structural Designer provides 

an innovative approach to modeling by combining analysis and design into a single, seamless process. 

With sophisticated loading and analysis functionality, fully automated design, high-quality 

documentation and seamless Building Information Modeling (BIM) collaboration, Tekla Structural 

Designer allows engineers to more efficiently and cost effectively analyze and design multi-material 

buildings. 

Typically, engineers create multiple models for various aspects of a project, such as steel frame and 

concrete slab design, in separate tools, and then combine those by recreating a new building information 

model from scratch, wasting time and increasing the potential for errors during the construction process. 

Tekla Structural Designer eliminates the need to recreate a combined model by allowing engineers to 

work from the same analysis and design model throughout the entire process. Through powerful 

integration with Tekla Structures, Trimble's robust 3D modeling software, and other tools, Tekla 

Structural Designer facilitates more collaborative BIM processes. 

"Many of us at Trimble are engineers and we understand the importance that productivity, value 

engineering, constructability and change management play in the design and build process," said Barry 

Chapman, director of Tekla's Engineering portfolio. "We created Tekla Structural Designer to further 

extend the benefits of 3D modeling directly to engineers by bringing them the power to better analyze 

and design in a way that can save time, cut costs and provide a competitive edge." 

Tekla Structural Designer delivers powerful features for optimizing concrete and steel design, including 

the ability to quickly compare alternative design schemes, efficiently manage changes and collaborate 

seamlessly. Regardless of project size or complexity, Tekla Structural Designer's fully automated, 

productivity-enhancing capabilities enable engineering firms to improve operations, successfully bid 

more projects and enhance client service. 

Tekla Structural Designer delivers extensive benefits to address the real-world needs and challenges of 

engineers.    

http://www.teklastructures.com/
http://www.tekla.com/tekla-structural-designer
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Productivity  

 Creating a single analysis and design model eliminates the need for post-processing analysis 

results. 

 Fully automated loading and design includes wind loading and finite element analysis for faster 

design times. 

 Product documentation is automatically produced, allowing engineers to make informed 

decisions at every stage.  

Project Bidding 

 Users can quickly create and compare multiple design options for determining the most 

competitive scheme and, as a result, bid more projects. 

Change Management  

 Changes can be easily managed for reduced response time at any stage of a project, and applied 

across the entire model to instantly assess impact and automatically get a re-design in seconds. 

 Calculation reports that update automatically eliminate the need to generate new reports 

manually when changes occur.   

Collaboration  

 Users can synchronize models across teams as many times as they wish, without compromising 

vital design data.  

 Additions, changes or deletions can be viewed through integration with powerful auditing tools, 

reducing the risk of errors. 

 Seamless integration with Tekla and other BIM software improves communication and 

collaboration both within the structural design office and with other project parties, including 

technicians, fabricators and architects.   

Tekla Structural Designer is available now. The software is supported with a range of services including 

local technical support provided by experienced structural engineers and an online knowledge base with 

learning materials. For more information, visit: www.tekla.com/tekla-structural-designer. 
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Ultimaker 2 3D Printer Now Available from Redstack 

12 March 2015 

 

A new 3D printer is now available from Redstack. The Ultimaker 2 offers a new level of 3D printing, 

designed to provide incredible quality while still remaining easy to use. 

Usability is a key focus of the Ultimaker's design, with the printer ready to go within minutes of being 

removed from its box. With the elimination of a painful assembly processes, there is little standing 

between you and your first print. 

The Ultimaker 2 has also benefited from a unique development process. Instead of the secrecy that often 

surrounds high-tech products, the Ultimaker 2 experienced an open source development. This results in 

a 3D printer that is designed by the people, for the people. 

http://www.tekla.com/tekla-structural-designer
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The sharing culture is a defining point of difference for the Ultimaker, especially considering the highly 

competitive nature of the 3D printing industry. With the access to the printer's source files available 

during development, the 3D printing community had a direct influence on the final product, making sure 

the production is bug-free and ready to print. 

In terms of filament, the two most popular thermoplastics are supported by the Ultimaker 2. Both ABS 

and PLA varieties function with the device, giving a degree of flexibility with the plastics available. 

Ultimaker have rigorously tested a range of filaments with the printer, and offer a variety that are 

guaranteed to provide smooth prints every time. 

The Ultimaker 2 comes with everything you need to get started straight away, including the necessary 

cabling, an SD card and most importantly, 0.75kg of filament, so you can start printing straight away. 

With a range of 3D design and engineering software solutions available, training and services, Redstack 

offers everything you need get the most out of your 3D printer. From advanced prototyping to tinkering 

at home there's a 3D printing solution for users of all levels. 
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