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CIMdata News 

Agenda Announced for CIMdata’s Product & Manufacturing Innovation Driven by Digital Design & 

Simulation Workshop 

5 April 2017 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic management consulting and research firm, announces 

the agenda topics for its upcoming workshop, Product & Manufacturing Innovation Driven by Digital 

Design & Simulation: Challenges, Strategies, Tools, & Best Practices for Business Success. The 

workshop will take place on June 6 & 7 at the Digital Manufacturing and Design Innovation Institute 

(DMDII), a world-class, first-of-its-kind, manufacturing hub based in Chicago, Illinois. 

The Product & Manufacturing Innovation Driven by Digital Design & Simulation workshop is the must-

attend event for industrial organizations and product development solution providers interested in 

learning about “model-driven engineering” strategies and solutions that will enable on-going product 

and manufacturing innovation to create competitive advantage, minimize total lifecycle costs, and drive 

top line revenue growth. 
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Over the course of the one and one-half day workshop, sessions will be held on the following critical 

topics: 

 The Digital Thread Revolution: From Digital Artifacts to Model-Centric Engineering and 

Beyond 

 Establishing an Industry-wide Consensus for Design Data Exchange 

 Computer-aided Innovation Tools 

 Model-based Design 

 Model-based Definition 

 Design and Simulation Challenges in Advanced Manufacturing 

 Solving Big Engineering Challenges with Collaborative Innovation 

 System Modeling, Simulation, and Interoperability – the view from an end user 

 Simulation Led Innovation – The promise, the pitfalls, and business imperative for ever better 

products and business execution 

 Opportunities and Challenges When Implementing System Modeling and Simulation 

Capabilities for MBSE 

 Collaboration Standards for Model-Based Engineering 

 Application Use Cases, Technology Challenges, and ROI Justification for Investing in Digital 

Twins  

 Organizational and People Issues in implementing MBSE 

Presenters and workshop facilitators will offer examples that illustrate how they are successfully 

addressing these pressing topics. Confirmed speakers include: 

 Brench Boden, CTO, DMDII / Senior Engineer, Air Force Research Laboratory 

 Brad Ferris, Rolls-Royce  

 Amelia Gandara, Community Leader, GE Fuse 

 Mark Meili, Director, Modeling and Simulation, Procter & Gamble 

 Don Tolle, Director, Simulation-Driven Systems Development Practice, CIMdata  

 Dr. Suna Polat, Director, Collaborative Innovation & Social Product Development, CIMdata 

 Dr. Ken Versprille, Executive Consultant, CIMdata 

 Dr. Keith Meintjes, Executive Consultant, CIMdata  

 Frank Popielas, Executive Consultant, CIMdata 

For more information visit: http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/knowledge-council-workshops/joint-

kc-workshop-2017 

To view our agenda visit: http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/knowledge-council-workshops/joint-

kc-workshop-2017/joint-kc-workshop-agenda-2017 

http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/knowledge-council-workshops/joint-kc-workshop-2017
http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/knowledge-council-workshops/joint-kc-workshop-2017
http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/knowledge-council-workshops/joint-kc-workshop-2017/joint-kc-workshop-agenda-2017
http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/knowledge-council-workshops/joint-kc-workshop-2017/joint-kc-workshop-agenda-2017
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About CIMdata 

CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize 

an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered 

world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods on PLM solutions. These solutions 

incorporate both business processes and a wide-ranging set of PLM-enabling technologies. 

CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and providers of technologies and services seeking 

competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, 

provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The 

company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences 

worldwide. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia-

Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website, www.CIMdata.com; follow us on 

Twitter at http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews ; or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, 

Ann Arbor, MI 48108, USA; Tel: +1 734.668.9922; Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 

CV Weert, The Netherlands, Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

Click here to return to Contents 

CIMdata’s Vice President, John MacKrell, to Make Presentation at Purdue’s Product Lifecycle 

Management Center of Excellence 

6 April 2017 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic management consulting and research firm, announces 

that its Vice President, John MacKrell, will make a presentation at Purdue University’s Product 

Lifecycle Management Center of Excellence’s 2017 Spring Meeting which takes place at the Indiana 

Manufacturing Institute on April 11. 

The presentation, entitled “PLM Best Practices Drive Value,” will show how employing best practices 

helps organizations achieve business value from their PLM strategies. Examples of current PLM best 

practices will be described along with how these impact organizations’ processes. Benefits accruing 

from implementing PLM strategies properly will also be discussed. 

Mr. MacKrell has over 40 years of experience in the application of computer-based solutions to 

engineering and manufacturing, with more than 20 years at CIMdata. He has held senior positions in 

product management, marketing, research and development, and consulting. His experience includes 

marketing and product management, market analysis, solid modeling, and data management systems. 

Mr. MacKrell is a frequent speaker at conferences, trade shows, and seminars throughout the world. He 

is author or co-author of numerous technology guides and has authored a number of books and articles 

related to PLM. 

For more information, please visit: http://www.cimdata.com/en/events/cimdata-supported-

events/event/319-purdue-university-s-plm-center-of-excellence-s-2017-spring-meeting 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize 

an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered 

world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods on PLM solutions. These solutions 

http://www.cimdata.com/
http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews
http://www.cimdata.com/en/events/cimdata-supported-events/event/319-purdue-university-s-plm-center-of-excellence-s-2017-spring-meeting
http://www.cimdata.com/en/events/cimdata-supported-events/event/319-purdue-university-s-plm-center-of-excellence-s-2017-spring-meeting
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incorporate both business processes and a wide-ranging set of PLM-enabling technologies. 

CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and providers of technologies and services seeking 

competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, 

provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The 

company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences 

worldwide. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia-

Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website, www.CIMdata.com; follow us on 

Twitter at http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews ; or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, 

Ann Arbor, MI 48108, USA; Tel: +1 734.668.9922; Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 

CV Weert, The Netherlands, Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Acquisitions 

Accenture Acquires Genfour, Expands its Capabilities in Intelligent Automation Services 

3 April 2017  

Accenture has acquired UK-based Genfour, a pure play automation service provider with deep domain 

expertise and industry experience in assessing, implementing and managing automation solutions. The 

acquisition strengthens Accenture’s capabilities as a leading provider of intelligent automation services. 

Terms of the transaction were not disclosed. 

The addition of Genfour expands Accenture’s ability to apply intelligent automation solutions that helps 

clients transform and re-engineer their business processes. Clients can take advantage of data-driven 

insights that enable faster, more informed business decisions and better quality of service to their 

customers. Genfour’s automation professionals will join the Accenture Operations global Intelligent 

Automation team and be an integral part of the new Accenture Center of Excellence for Intelligent 

Automation in the U.K. 

“Intelligent automation is transforming the way businesses across industries operate, driving new levels 

of productivity, innovation, compliance, quality user experiences and improved decision making,” said 

Manish Sharma, group operating officer, Accenture Operations. “With a strong track record of building 

and managing flexible, scalable automation solutions, Genfour’s highly skilled professionals will help 

accelerate the transformation and re-engineering of our clients’ business processes through intelligent 

automation, enhancing our ability to deliver on the promise of as-a-Service.” 

Accenture has trained more than 70,000 professionals on new architectures, intelligent platforms and 

automation over the past year. To date, automation solutions have been implemented for more than 80 

percent of Accenture Operations clients. 

“With growing demand for intelligent automation solutions, we’re excited to be joining Accenture to 

help build better automated processes and tackle complex process opportunities for clients,” said James 

Hall, CEO, Genfour. “We look forward to continuing to help clients use automation to successfully 

implement a digital workforce that can ultimately improve both internal operational efficiencies and 

customer experience.” 

Founded in 2012, Genfour is a privately held company headquartered in Cwmbran, in Wales, United 

Kingdom, serving clients across multiple industries, most notably in insurance, banking and utilities. 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.accenture.com%2Fus-en%2Finsight-intelligent-automation-innovation-provider&esheet=51535237&newsitemid=20170403005785&lan=en-US&anchor=intelligent+automation&index=1&md5=0d2f249c43db40bdca0aa7caddf76246
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Capgemini Strengthens its Digital Portfolio with the Acquisition of Omnichannel Ecommerce Expert, 

Itelios 

23 March 2017 

Capgemini announced today the acquisition of Itelios, a consulting firm specialized in connected 

commerce. Itelios will reinforce the Group’s digital customer experience portfolio with its expertise in 

designing and implementing seamless omnichannel solutions. This bolt on acquisition enables 

Capgemini to meet growing customer demand for its end to end digital services, and positions it as the 

leader in Salesforce Commerce Cloud. 

“The acquisition of Itelios is part of the Group’s growth strategy focused on innovation and digital. In 

Itelios we recognized an entrepreneurial spirit coupled with their in demand expertise in creating 

connected omnichannel solutions for major global brands,” comments Olivier Sevillia, Group Executive 

Board member, in charge of Digital Services at Capgemini. “The Itelios team will augment our digital 

customer experience portfolio of services and enable us to offer our clients integrated Salesforce 

Commerce Cloud solutions globally.” 

Founded in 2003, with a presence in France, the United States and Brazil, Itelios has established a team 

of experts all focused on designing, developing and implementing ecommerce projects that enable a 

unified customer journey across digital, social, mobile and in-store experiences. Itelios is a leading 

provider of Salesforce Commerce Cloud and has completed numerous omnichannel projects for clients 

in the business to consumer (B2C) space. Itelios’ team culture and management values have proved to 

be key assets of the company, enabling high commitment and performance in project implementation as 

well as long term customer satisfaction. In 2016 and 2017, Itelios achieved the ‘Great Place to Work’ in 

France recognition. 

“Capgemini will offer Itelios the right environment and scale to leverage and extend our existing skills 

and delivery capabilities, expand into new regions and propose the full set of services required to 

operate complete omnichannel platforms for our customers. We definitely want to be the leading partner 

for our customers in the coming years, helping them to grow at the right pace, seize and transform their 

omnichannel business opportunities. This prospect, as part of Capgemini, is very exciting for 

us,” comments Christophe Claudel, CEO, Itelios. 

The transaction is due to close in the next month. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Capvidia Adds Pundit Inspection Simulation Software to its Product Family 

3 April 2017 

Capvidia today announced it has acquired Pundit CMM, an inspection simulation software package used 

by manufacturers to reduce measurement uncertainty, and streamline their measurement planning 

processes. 

Based in part on NIST-developed technology, and originally commercialized by MetroSage LLC, Pundit 

brought simulation to metrology, enabling quality engineers to identify and assess tolerance and 

measurement issues early in the product development process, before a design is committed to tooling or 

https://www.capgemini.com/
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production. 

The benefits of using Pundit include: 

 Improved inspection planning 

 Identification of gaps in the inspection process 

 Generation of accurate measurement uncertainty estimates 

 Measurement traceability, ensuring compliance with national and international industry 

standards 

Pundit is widely used in the aerospace, automotive, and defense industries. 

MetroSage was a pioneer in using the ANSI Quality Information Framework (QIF), an interoperability 

standard developed by the Dimensional Metrology Standards Consortium. 

“Our initial decision to build Pundit using the QIF standard was pragmatic: It allowed us to focus our 

development efforts on our core value proposition—simulation and optimization of measurement 

uncertainties—rather than on tedious details of interoperability,” said Daniel Campbell, MetroSage 

principal. “As QIF has matured as a technology, it has opened new doors, enabling us to provide high-

quality support for Model Based Definition (MBD), semantic Product and Manufacturing Information 

(PMI), and traceability to authority CAD data; capabilities that, taken together, make possible a digital 

thread, supporting digital transformation initiatives such as Model Based Enterprise and Industry 4.0.” 

“Pundit is an excellent example of what's possible when a software developer starts from a place of 

interoperability,” stated Tomasz Luniewski, CEO of Capvidia. “While we're pleased to have acquired 

Pundit, we're equally pleased to announce that Daniel Campbell, the product's key developer, has joined 

Capvidia, bringing invaluable expertise in simulation, metrology, and MBD/MBE.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Flowserve Signs Agreement to Divest Gestra AG Business Unit  

3 April 2017 

Flowserve Corporation today announced it has entered into a conditional sale and purchase agreement to 

sell its Gestra AG business unit to Spirax-Sarco Engineering plc for an Enterprise Value of €186 

million. In addition to the product’s core manufacturing facilities in Bremen, Germany, the sale also 

includes several other smaller associated businesses supporting Gestra products. 

The sale is part of an ongoing effort by Flowserve to better align and optimize its product portfolio and 

manufacturing footprint, focusing on core business objectives that will allow the company to be more 

competitive when key industry markets return. 

"Our decision to divest the Gestra AG product line is consistent with our ongoing efforts to drive long-

term shareholder value," said John Lenander, President, Flowserve Flow Control Division. "While 

Gestra has been a solid business unit for Flowserve, we believe it is highly complementary to a company 

like Spirax that has the intent to expand the customer base, invest in the organic business and fully 

utilize the infrastructure already in place. We are pleased to see our Gestra team members integrated into 

an industry-leading, steam-focused business like Spirax." 

Flowserve obtained Gestra AG in 2002 as part of the acquisition of Invensys Flow Control. In 2016, the 

Gestra business recorded revenues of approximately €92.5 million with earnings before interest and 
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taxes of €15.2 million, and its gross assets at year end 2016 were approximately €67 million. The 

transaction is expected to be completed during the second quarter of 2017, subject to certain customary 

conditions, including regulatory approval of the transaction by the German authorities. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Hexagon Manufacturing Intelligence Strengthens Calibration Capabilities 

3 April 2017 

Hexagon AB has completed the transfer of assets from the metrology calibration services business of 

FEINMESS GmbH & Co. KG to Hexagon Manufacturing Intelligence.  

 

Founded in 1992, FEINMESS provides independent and comprehensive services in the field of 

geometric measurement technology. Operating from its premises in Bottenhorn, Germany, the company 

has a small team of experts dedicated to calibration activities. In 2003, the company was awarded 

Deutsche Akkreditierungsstelle GmbH (DAkkS) accreditation. The accreditation scope includes the 

calibration of step gauges, long block gauges, ball plates, spheres and rings, gears, optical scale bars and 

prismatic parts using the Virtual CMM (VCMM) algorithm. FEINMESS also produces the FEINTEMP 

multichannel measuring device for temperature and humidity, to monitor and classify controlled 

environments according to VDI/VDE 2627. 

 

Following the transfer of assets, the Bottenhorn site will continue to provide calibration services with the 

FEINMESS staff becoming part of the Hexagon team. 

 

“Bringing the expertise of FEINMESS into our business is a demonstration of our commitment to 

improving services in our core competency of dimensional metrology,” said Norbert Hanke, President of 

Hexagon Manufacturing Intelligence. “The team at FEINMESS brings a wealth of calibration 

experience, so we’re very pleased to have them aboard. We look forward to drawing on their knowledge 

to grow our own capabilities and offer a wider range of services for our customers.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

HPE Completes Spin-off, Merger of its ES Business with CSC to Form DXC Technology 

3 April 2017 

Hewlett Packard Enterprise (“HPE”) today announced that it has successfully completed the previously 

announced separation of its Enterprise Services business (“ES” or “Everett Spinco”), and merged it with 

Computer Sciences Corporation (“CSC”) to create DXC Technology (“DXC”). 

A Stronger HPE 

The spin-merge of the ES business unlocks a stronger, more focused HPE, well positioned to compete 

and win in today’s rapidly changing market. 

As planned, HPE will now execute a clear and ambitious strategy based on three key pillars: First, 

making hybrid IT simple through secure, software-defined offerings that enable customers to move data 

seamlessly across their traditional data centers, private and public cloud environments. Second, 

redefining IT outside of the data center by powering the emerging intelligent edge that will run campus, 

branch, and Industrial IoT applications. Third, providing the world-class expertise and flexible 

https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=2_tq0Kpz7r2Khi7VnI4foZc4L7ujWVO96hU_jBbQvRnqLNt5ct_2F3MTpXciAWORuPm2MA0Ak1Ujrh9O8B8t5A==
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consumption models to help customers transform their IT environments.  

“The close of this transaction leaves HPE with a crystal clear mission, tied directly to the solutions our 

customers and partners tell us they want most,” said Meg Whitman, president and chief executive officer 

of Hewlett Packard Enterprise. “I am also particularly proud that this transaction will deliver 

approximately $13.5 billion in value to HPE and its stockholders, which is almost sixty percent higher 

than when it was first announced last year.” 

Services Remains Core to HPE’s Strategy 

To provide the expertise and financial services support customers need, HPE will retain and continue to 

invest in Pointnext, its technology services organization that draws on the expertise of more than 25,000 

specialists in 80 countries to support customers across Advisory and Transformation Services, 

Professional Services and Operational Services. These teams collaborate with businesses worldwide to 

speed their adoption of emerging technologies, including cloud computing and hybrid IT, big data and 

analytics, the Intelligent Edge and Internet of Things (IoT).  

HPE will also maintain a strong relationship with DXC, with agreements in place to support current 

customers and to grow business over time. Meg Whitman will join the board of DXC. In addition, HPE 

will build valuable new partnerships with other leading IT services companies. 

Transaction Delivers $13.5 billion in Value to HPE and its Stockholders 

The transaction is expected to deliver approximately $13.5 billion in value to HPE on an after-tax basis. 

This includes an equity stake in DXC for HPE’s shareholders, a cash dividend payment to HPE and 

DXC’s assumption of debt and other liabilities. 

With the close of the transaction, HPE stockholders received approximately 0.086 shares of common 

stock in the new company for each share of HPE common stock that they held since the applicable 

record date. As previously announced, approximately 50.1% of the outstanding shares of DXC common 

stock is now held by pre-merger HPE stockholders and approximately 49.9% of the outstanding shares 

of DXC common stock has been issued to pre-merger CSC stockholders. The total value of the equity 

for HPE stockholders is valued at approximately $9.5 billion.  

In addition, as a result of the transaction, HPE received a $3 billion special cash payment, with $1.5 

billion earmarked for the retirement of existing debt. Also, DXC assumed $600 million of net pension 

liability and $400 million of existing debt, consistent with the previous descriptions of the transaction 

structure. 

HPE Adjusts Outlook to Remove ES Financials 

As a result of the successful separation of its Enterprise Services business, HPE is adjusting its financial 

outlook to reflect the partial-year contribution from ES, since ES will no longer contribute to HPE 

financials going forward. This adjustment is consistent with HPE’s normal approach following the close 

of a transaction. 

Accordingly, HPE is adjusting its fiscal 2017 second quarter and full year outlook in connection with 

today’s announcement. As previously disclosed, the ES transaction will impact HPE’s second quarter 

diluted net earnings per share (EPS) by approximately $0.08, including ES-related stranded costs, and 

will impact fiscal 2017 diluted net EPS by approximately $0.42, including ES-related stranded costs. 

Other than the adjustments for the close of the transaction, HPE is maintaining its outlook. 

HPE now expects fiscal 2017 second quarter non-GAAP diluted net EPS to be $0.33 to $0.37, from its 

https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=AG4_1u6_Pv8YFyRQgL0-RbMt6H6NgBnosGGNe6k1yFxUo3gjkONjOOaq0Tw3WkEKmOQJrO9JL2TOSjjMN6XDmhkFi-d4rRVWRqoQ7hUHvIBg0JxitipZxYWBfai191vy9jmliwo1fSsWsGIiy9Dbbip0z3KWy0QtjEZh9gWkLvi-_Ysw6f5cuKzXegUwUPoks8iiioecN0T3Ltv39Lms_fpQf7pUavC7O9WmBFivwWqk5_rP2M1IH_nHRS7l5nLvliiGOTZnX_vT5mpG1jXGhQ==
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prior outlook of $0.41 to $0.45, and fiscal 2017 non-GAAP diluted net EPS to be $1.46 to $1.56, from 

its prior outlook of $1.88 to $1.98. Fiscal 2017 and second quarter diluted net EPS estimates exclude 

after-tax costs related primarily to separation costs, restructuring charges and the amortization of 

intangible assets. 

From a GAAP perspective, HPE now expects the fiscal 2017 second quarter GAAP diluted net EPS to 

be ($0.07) to ($0.03), from its prior outlook of ($0.03) to $0.01 and fiscal 2017 GAAP diluted earnings 

per share to be $0.27 to $0.37, from its prior outlook of $0.60 to $0.70. 

Also, similar to the separation of HPE and HPI and as discussed on HPE’s fiscal 2017 first quarter 

conference call, the spinoff of ES will likely cause a one-time non-cash GAAP-only charge in the 

second quarter from certain changes to HPE’s legal structure. The details of these changes are still being 

finalized. So HPE has not incorporated the impact to its GAAP outlook, but expects them to result in a 

material write-down of deferred tax assets. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Siemens Drives Implementation of Vision 2020 with Mentor Graphics Acquisition and Gamesa 

Merger 

3 April 2017 

Siemens today concluded the merger of its wind power business with Gamesa on schedule. A few days 

ago, the company completed its acquisition of industry software provider Mentor Graphics earlier than 

originally planned. “Closing the two deals has enabled us to achieve another key milestone in 

implementing Vision 2020,” said Siemens President and CEO Joe Kaeser. “With the new wind power 

company, we’ve created a global market leader in the area of renewable energies. Mentor Graphics will 

help us further expand our leading role in the digital sector. Both transactions will benefit customers, 

employees and shareholders.” 

Siemens Wind Power and Gamesa will form a world-leading wind power provider, with an unrivalled 

global presence and an excellent position in an attractive growth market. The two companies 

complement one another almost perfectly and boast a unique product portfolio. 

Mentor Graphics is an important addition to the Siemens Digital Enterprise portfolio. Customers will be 

able not only to design a product’s structure and mechanical systems and simulate its behavior; they will 

also be able to virtually map and optimize electronic systems. As a result, Siemens will be able to offer 

customers the most comprehensive digital twin possible – something no other company in its industry is 

currently in a position to do. Building on decades of experience in industrial automation and a wide-

ranging software portfolio, the company will now be able to optimally leverage the potential of 

digitalization for its customers and generate customer value. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Company News 

CAD Society Announces Its 2017 Award Winners for Community, Leadership, and Lifetime 

Achievement 

30 March 2017 
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The CAD Society today announced the three winners of this year’s CAD Society Awards. The awards 

wil be presented during COFES 2017 (Congress On the Future of Engineering Software) in Scottsdale, 

AZ. 

The CAD Society Awards annually acknowledge the contributions made by individuals who have 

significantly affected and developed the CAD, engineering, manufacturing, and architecture software 

industries. 

Joe Greco Community Award – Steve Robbins, Desktop Engineering (and other engineering 

publications) 

The CAD Society’s Joe Greco Community Award is presented each year for outstanding work in 

improving communication and developing community within the CAD industry. 

Steve is receiving the 2017 Community Award for his longstanding efforts to foster relationships among 

the user community, and through his publications and actions, furthering the interests of the engineering 

CAD user and community. 

His 30+ years of publishing management for business-to-business publications and trade shows included 

successful launches and acquisitions of some of the biggest names in CAD trade publications, including 

Desktop Engineering. 

Previous winners of the Community Award include David Cohn, Bob Deragisch, Al Dean, Lynn Allen, 

and Ralph Grabowski. 

Leadership Award – Chuck Grindstaff, Siemens PLM Software 

The Leadership Award is presented annually for outstanding technical and business leadership in the 

CAD industry, and focus and dedication to the needs of CAD users. 

This year’s Leadership Award recipient, Chuck Grindstaff, executive chairman of Siemens PLM 

Software, a business unit of the Siemens Digital Factory Division. 

Chuck is receiving the 2017 Leadership Award In recognition of his leadership, and success in guiding 

his company through significant technical mergers and corporate transitions, solidifying the company’s 

vision, all while staying true to the needs of the customer. 

He first joined the company in 1978 when it was known as Unigraphics Solutions, holding a variety of 

R&D positions. After a hiatus, in 1994, Grindstaff took over leadership of the Unigraphics product 

business unit before assuming a broader role as vice president of Unigraphics products and operations in 

2000. In 2001, Unigraphics formed the PLM business later known as UGS, which Siemens acquired and 

re-branded as Siemens PLM Software in 2007. In October 2010 Mr. Grindstaff was appointed president, 

and in 2011 also assumed the role of CEO until his appointment as executive chairman in 2016. 

Past Leadership Award recipients include Jim Heppelmann, Carl Bass, Tony Affuso, Jon Hirschtick, 

Bernard Charles, and Ping Fu. 

Lifetime Achievement Award – Chuck Hull, 3D Systems 

The CAD Society’s Lifetime Achievement Award recognizes a lifetime of outstanding technical and 

business contributions to the CAD industry. 

The Lifetime Achievement Award recipient this year is Chuck Hull, the co-founder, executive vice 

president, and chief technology officer of 3D Systems. He is the inventor of the additive manufacturing 

process known as stereolithography (3D Printing), the first commercial rapid prototyping technology, 
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and the STL file format. He is named on more than 60 U.S. patents as well as other patents around the 

world in the fields of ion optics and rapid prototyping. He was inducted into the National Inventors Hall 

of Fame in 2014 and received the Washington Award this year (2017). 

Today, Hull’s influence continues to shine throughout the industry. 

Chuck is receiving the 2017 Lifetime Achievement Award in recognition of his lifetime of work in, 

creating the 3D printing industry, guiding its growth into additive manufacturing, and in the process 

creating a third industrial revolution. 

Previous Lifetime Achievement Award recipients include Michael Payne, Carl Machover, David Levin, 

Jon Peddie, and Mike Riddle. 

Jeff Rowe, acting president of the CAD Society said, “Based on their accomplishments, the award 

recipients this year exemplify what the CAD Society is all about – improving and making available 

innovative engineering processes, practices, and tools that benefit both the engineering community and 

society.” 

All of the awards will be presented at COFES (Congress On the Future of Engineering Software), this 

year scheduled for April 6-9, 2017 in Scottsdale, AZ. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Ideate Receives Autodesk 2017 Platinum Award for New Subscriptions Sold 

4 April 2017 

Ideate, Inc., an Autodesk Platinum Value Added Reseller, announced today that it was named the 2017 

Autodesk North American Platinum Award winner in the New Subscriptions Sold category.  

Autodesk announced Ideate as the selection for this award at a celebration at the Autodesk One Team 

Conference in Las Vegas on February 2017. “I was honored to receive this award, especially in this 

inaugural year of Autodesk’s subscription model,” said Bob Palioca, president of Ideate, Inc. “It 

indicates that our team achieved its goal of clearly conveying the benefits of this new model to 

customers and that customers trust us to help them get the most out of their Autodesk software 

investment.”  

Ideate has been an Autodesk reseller since 1992. Since that time, it has received many Autodesk 

Platinum Awards, including the 2016 Channel Marketing Partner of the Year award, the 2015 Reseller 

of the Year award.  

Raymond Savona, vice president of America Sales, Autodesk said, “Ideate demonstrated its 

commitment to providing Autodesk solutions to its customers in the architecture, engineering, 

construction communities. We are happy to recognize their FY17 accomplishments with this award.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Lantek sets up office in United Arab Emirates 

1 April 2017 

In March, Lantek opened its first UAE office in the city of Sharjah. With this new presence, the 

multinational software solutions developer for the global sheet metal industry extends its international 

reach with a score of offices throughout Europe, Asia, the Americas, and now in the Middle East as 

http://www.ideateinc.com/
http://www.autodesk.com/resellers/partner-tiers
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well.  

“The Emirate of Sharjah is the hub for industrial enterprises, and we think it will be an important 

location for Lantek. We have more than 500 clients in these countries, but the potential is huge because 

of the investment these countries are making in the lead-up to Expo 2020 in Dubai. We also plan to 

reach other Arabian Gulf countries from this office,” stated Alberto Martínez, CEO of Lantek. “  

Although 85% of Lantek’s business comes from abroad, the domestic market is up 22%, making it a top 

performer. The company builds on the momentum of the previous year’s results “which saw growth of 

over 20% in countries like Spain,” Alberto Martínez said. According to Lantek’s CEO, this shows that “ 

our clients have begun to shake the fear of investing present at the beginning of last year.” According to 

Alberto Martínez, “the companies that weathered the crisis are stronger because of it.”  

The international expansion goes hand-in-hand with the positive 2017 forecast announced by Lantek, 

which projects a 19% increase in revenue, bringing total sales to over €17 million.  

Industry 4.0, advanced factories  

Lantek, as a provider of solutions for the sheet metal industry, has not shied away from the challenges 

faced by industry as a whole. “During the next several years at Lantek, we will be dedicating our 

attention to our clients’ digital transformation. We are on the verge of the fourth industrial revolution, 

which will change production. Because we are committed to growth and supporting our customers’ 

digitization processes, we are going to expand our R&D budget by more than 1.6 million euros in 2017, 

and also in our project implementation and development teams”, observed Alberto Martínez.  

The process digitization embedded in Industry 4.0 will be a decisive moment on the market for both end 

clients and software developers. “In addition to tailoring our processes and solutions to the demands, we 

want to help our clients tackle this transformation as effectively as possible”, declared Martínez. 

Click here to return to Contents 

L&T Technology Services Conferred with Prestigious Golden Peacock National Quality Award 

3 April 2017 

L&T Technology Services Limited is pleased to announce that it has been awarded the Golden Peacock 

National Quality Award, 2017, as a recognition of the company’s consistent focus in enabling cutting 

edge technologies for global businesses.  

 

The Golden Peacock Awards Secretariat conducted an exhaustive review of applicants’ Quality 

Management Systems across various criteria such as best practices implemented, product and services 

development process, customer satisfaction scores, audit mechanisms and corporate governance 

structure among others. 

 

L&T Technology Services was selected as the winner of the National Quality Award for achieving best 

in class engineering services and solutions that has created a big impact for its 217 global customers, 

reaffirming LTTS’ commitment to offer world class services through industry leading quality practices. 

 

L&T Technology Services already holds the distinction of being recognized as a CMMI Level 5 

Company. The company is also certified for ISO 13485: 2003 for medical devices, AS 9100 C for the 

aerospace domain, ISO 9001: 2015 for design and engineering services and ISO 27001: ISMS for 



CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 14 

information security management systems. 

 

“The award is a testimony to the high quality and complex engineering services and solutions that LTTS 

delivers to its global clientele across the ER&D spectrum. It is also a reflection of our operational 

excellence resulting in high customer satisfaction,” said Dr. Keshab Panda, CEO & Managing Director 

at L&T Technology Services Limited. 

 

“After concluding an exhaustive review of all the responses we found that L&T Technology Services 

Limited, in the technology sector, has shown such a strong commitment to building a culture of Quality 

and Innovation that underlines all its portfolio of service offerings.  We wish L&T Technology Services 

more success in the years to come,” said Mr. Manoj K. Raut, CEO & Director, Institute Of Directors 

(IOD). 

 

Golden Peacock Awards were instituted by the Institute Of Directors, India in 1991 and are globally 

regarded as a benchmark of corporate excellence. The National Quality Award Scheme was instituted to 

encourage total quality improvements in both manufacturing and service organizations. 

 

This year, the Awards Secretariat received around 400 responses, out of which, after careful scrutiny, 

241 applications were shortlisted for final selection through a 3 tier Assessment Process. 

 

The awards will be formally presented on 19th April 2017 at The Grand Hyatt Bur Dubai, in the 

presence of a distinguished gathering of business leaders during the Institute Of Directors India’s 

“27th World Congress on Business Excellence & Innovation.”   

Click here to return to Contents 

McKinsey & Company Partners with PTC as Key Technology Provider for New Industrie 4.0 Digital 

Capability Center 

4 April 2017 

PTC and McKinsey & Company today announced the opening of the Digital Capability Center (DCC) 

in Aachen, Germany. The DCC is a cooperation between the world’s leading management consulting 

firm, McKinsey & Company, global technology provider, PTC, the Institute of Textile Technology 

(ITA), RWTH Aachen University, and other leading technology companies. Many of the DCC learning 

factory operations will be based on solution technology from PTC. The DCC Aachen is the first of its 

kind in the world – McKinsey will be launching other DCCs in Singapore, Chicago, Beijing, and 

Venice. 

The DCC, with its motto Explore – Try – Apply, is a learning factory focused on Industrie 4.0 

manufacturing. Visitors are invited to explore this realistic factory setting to learn firsthand about 

solutions that can enable companies to drive digital transformation and how to deploy such solutions 

along the entire value chain – from an initial customer inquiry through to development, production, 

delivery, and service. In hands-on workshops, participants will discover a systematic and targeted 

approach to unlock value from Industrie 4.0. Sessions will also address management challenges around 

employee empowerment and acceptance of the changes brought about by organizational transformation. 

Participants can explore ways to tackle challenges they face in their own businesses and gain insight into 

key digital solutions and technologies such as real-time diagnostic tools and big data analytics, 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmck.de%2Fmkaup&esheet=51536142&newsitemid=20170404005927&lan=en-US&anchor=Digital+Capability+Center+%28DCC%29+in+Aachen%2C+Germany&index=2&md5=1629338552abad1b0a26f6e48a06b16d
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmck.de%2Fmkaup&esheet=51536142&newsitemid=20170404005927&lan=en-US&anchor=Digital+Capability+Center+%28DCC%29+in+Aachen%2C+Germany&index=2&md5=1629338552abad1b0a26f6e48a06b16d
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predictive maintenance, digital performance management, 3D printing, and robots. 

"Many companies are already thinking about Industrie 4.0, but get stuck when it comes to 

implementation. The DCC helps companies realize the concrete value-add of digitized production," said 

Christoph Schmitz, senior partner, McKinsey. “Industrie 4.0 represents both a major challenge and an 

opportunity for the economy. McKinsey founded the global DCC network in response to the question of 

what Industrie 4.0 means for companies in practice and how digital transformation can be realized 

successfully.” 

DCC Aachen showcases the production of a smart wristband that can be individually customized by the 

workshop participants. The production line itself maps a typical brownfield scenario comprising a mix 

of older and modern machines, each with different controls and interfaces. The insights gained can be 

easily applied to a variety of practical applications in a wide range of industries. The DCC is designed to 

help workshop attendees learn how to use the latest digital technologies and increase productivity by 

applying them. To that end, PTC has contributed its powerful technology and considerable expertise in 

the Internet of Things (IoT) and augmented reality. 

"PTC applications and technologies enable customers to accelerate their organizations’ digital 

transformation and speed time to value," said Kathleen Milford, executive vice president of segments, 

PTC. "The DCC provides the perfect setting for companies to begin their own digital transformation." 

Click here to return to Contents 

PROSTEP Publishes Industry 4.0 White Paper 

4 April 2017 

Industry 4.0 refers to the intermeshing of the value chains in development, production, service and sales 

using state-of-the-art information and communication technologies. As one of the forms that the digital 

transformation is taking, Industry 4.0 calls existing business processes and business models into 

question and opens up new possibilities. Experts from PROSTEP discuss what impact this will have on 

the future design of engineering processes and PLM architectures in a white paper entitled "Smart 

Engineering: The Impact of Industry 4.0 on PLM", which is available for downloading on PROSTEP's 

website. 

"Smart engineering is setting the stage for the digitalization of products and product development, and 

PLM has a vital role to play in this context," says Dr. Martin Strietzel, head of the PLM Strategy & 

Processes division at PROSTEP AG and one of the authors of the white paper. Existing PLM 

infrastructures, however, must be developed further if the challenges posed by Industry 4.0 and smart 

engineering are to be mastered. The shift from traditional products to cyber-physical systems demands 

interdisciplinary know-how both when developing the products and when designing the processes. 

The experts at PROSTEP see a need for action in a variety of strategic, PLM-related areas, starting with 

the PLM architecture: "The increasing complexity of interdisciplinary product development can only be 

handled by a modular overall architecture comprising federated subsystems with intelligently linked 

information." The lightweight integration of application lifecycle management (ALM), product data 

management (PDM) and enterprise resource planning (ERP) is essential if the entire lifecycle of the 

digital product representation is to be mapped. Companies need to rigorously expand their approaches to 

digitalization to create a complete, digital product model. 

In the authors' view, domain-specific IT tools and methods do not provide sufficient support for the 
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interdisciplinary engineering process. They therefore recommend that the tools and methods used in 

model-based systems engineering (MBSE) be integrated in the PLM processes and systems. In the 

context of Industry 4.0, getting to grips with variant, configuration and change management becomes a 

cross-domain issue that encompasses the development and manufacture of mechanical parts, electrical 

components and software. 

According to the authors, technological innovation in the context of Industry 4.0 is also leading to 

greater collaboration across companies and domains. They therefore pose the question of how PLM 

systems can better support the growing need for collaboration during the development of smart 

connected products. PROSTEP strives to provide the appropriate answers to these and other questions 

with its comprehensive range of consultancy services and solutions for Industry 4.0 and smart 

engineering.  

Click here to return to Contents 

SAP Africa Names Adriana Marais as Head of Innovation 

5 April 2017 

SAP Africa has appointed Adriana Marais to take on the role as Head of Innovation. Based at head 

office in Johannesburg, Marais will lead the IoT Lab, the Co-Innovation Lab initiatives, as well as other 

innovation streams for SAP while taking the company’s digital products to market. She will also drive 

strategic co-innovation projects and take responsibility for the SAP Start-up Focus programme.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Students Advance the Future of Travel Using Dassault Systèmes’ 3DEXPERIENCE Platform in the 

SpaceX Hyperloop Pod Competition 

5 April 2017 

Dassault Systèmes today announced that the top three academic teams in the SpaceX Hyperloop Pod 

Competition, Technical University of Delft, Technical University of Munich, and Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology, used Dassault Systèmes’ 3DEXPERIENCE platform to design and develop 

award-winning pods having the potential to impact the future of high-speed travel.  

  

These same virtual applications have long been deployed by industry to imagine, explore and create the 

disruptive experiences in air, space, land and sea travel that are defining an era, from the first solar-

powered aircraft to fly around the world without fuel to the development of fully connected and 

autonomous electric vehicles and technologically advanced boats.   

 

Dassault Systèmes’ technology enabled dozens of students on each team to collaboratively design, 

manage engineering complexity, and simulate real-world performance of their pods to introduce features 

that differentiated them from those of 24 other competitors.   

 

Technical University of Delft placed first overall and won the award for design and construction using 

the 3DEXPERIENCE platform on the cloud to design a pod to reach speeds over 1,200 km/h with a 

mass of 149 kilograms, minimal air resistance and a fail-safe braking system.  Technical University of 

Munich, which used CATIA applications, came in second place overall and received the award for the 



CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 17 

fastest pod.  Massachusetts Institute of Technology, which used SOLIDWORKS applications, came in 

third place overall and won the safety and reliability award.  

 

The Hyperloop concept of a pod travelling through a tube at high speeds is being explored as a safer, 

faster, less costly and more sustainable alternative to current modes of transportation.  The Hyperloop 

Pod Competition was created by Elon Musk and SpaceX to help accelerate the development of a 

functional Hyperloop prototype and encourage student innovation by challenging university students to 

design and build the best Hyperloop pod.  

 

“What an achievement by the three Hyperloop Pod Competition finalists, whose students represent the 

future of engineering through ideas that could dramatically change how we live,” said Philippe Forestier, 

Executive Vice President, Global Affairs and Communities, Dassault Systèmes.  “Imagine the 

experience of comfortably travelling between major cities in record time thanks to renewable energy.  

Dassault Systèmes is proud that its technologies played a role in creating the pods that took home the 

competition’s top prizes.” 

 

More than five million students at 40,000 academic institutions currently use Dassault Systèmes’ virtual 

applications to prepare them for the careers in science, technology, engineering and mathematics 

(STEM) that are central to the creation of sustainable innovations. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Events News 

COFES 2017 Begins -- Congress on the Future of Engineering Software 

6 April 2017 

Cyon Research Corporation today welcomes attendees to the opening of the 18th annual Congress on 

the Future of Engineering Software (COFES). COFES runs from April 6-9 and is held at the Scottsdale 

Plaza Resort. 

Widely recognized as a think-tank event, COFES gathers vendors, users, press, and analysts to discuss 

the most important issues facing both customers and providers of design and engineering technologies. 

The three-day event provides a relaxed and informal atmosphere designed to foster thoughtful 

conversation. Key to the success of COFES is its briefings and roundtable discussions, where 

participants explore trends and technologies of engineering software that will drive future innovation. 

The theme for COFES 2017 is “Complexity and Transformation.” For the past 17 years, COFES has 

provided an ideal environment for busy engineers and business leaders to lift their heads from the daily 

grind and consider their work in a broader context. This year COFES will challenge attendees to focus 

on interventions that can transform existing systems to mitigate the effects of complexity. 

“We live in a complex world, but our brains are wired for simplicity,” said Brad Holtz, president and 

CEO of Cyon Research Corporation. “When confronted with logarithmic growth, we are constantly 

surprised because our innate expectation that the world follows linear projections consistently leads us to 

the wrong conclusions. Similarly, the complexness and interconnectivity of our world continues to 

baffle us. That is what we will explore at COFES 2017.” 

Friday’s keynote speaker is Melanie Mitchell, an expert in complex systems. In her talk, "An 

http://cofes.com/
http://cofes.com/
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Introduction to Complexity," Mitchell will take participants on a tour of the sciences of complexity, a 

broad set of efforts that seek to explain how large-scale complex, organized, and adaptive behavior can 

emerge from simple interactions among a myriad of individual components. Based on her work at the 

Santa Fe Institute, Mitchell brings clarity to the workings of complexity across a broad range of 

biological, technological, and social phenomena. 

Saturday’s first keynote is “Through the Eyes of Data,” where Harry Blount will share his insights on 

how to create a sustainable information advantage using Big Data while avoiding the most common 

pitfalls. Blount will lead attendees through the key aspects of a big data process including targeting the 

optimal data sources, designing a scalable data model, passive and active insight discovery, persistent 

improvement in platform intelligence, contextual analytics, and synthesized visualization. 

The second keynote on Saturday will be “The Business Implications of the New International Political 

Landscape” delivered by Scott Foster and Mark Anderson. To set the stage for Scott Foster’s talk, Mark 

Anderson will provide insight on the global geo political arena. Scott Foster will then go into depth from 

the Japanese perspective. Foster will cover a number of issues including Asian surpluses and the loss of 

American jobs. 

This year’s COFES will also feature a report from ASSESS: The Analysis, Simulation, and Systems 

Engineering Software Summit. ASSESS is a working congress, set up to educate, guide and influence 

software strategies for multidisciplinary simulation and design exploration. 

Also today is the eighth annual Design and Sustainability (DaS) Symposium, a unique gathering of 

leaders within the COFES community who represent diverse industry sectors with strategic interest in 

software. The goal of the DaS Symposium is to bring sustainability to the forefront of the conversation 

among software developers and to look for opportunities and issues that may be best served by the 

industry as a whole, rather than by individual players within the industry. Leaders of the DaS 

Symposium hope to inspire, raise awareness, build relationships and seek sustainable synergies. The 

bulk of the DaS Symposium will take place on Thursday, April 6 from 8:30 AM to 3:00 PM PDT, 

followed by discussions as part of the general COFES program. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Eurostep Announced Call for Abstracts for PDT Europe 2017 

5 April 2017 

Eurostep announced Call for Abstracts for PDT Europe 2017, October 18-19, Gothenburg, Sweden and 

is co-located with CIMdata’s PLM Road Map Europe 2017 October 17, 2017. 

PDT Europe 2017 focuses on Automotive, Aerospace, Defence, Manufacturing, HighTech Architecture, 

Engineering and Construction (AEC). 

The theme is: Continuous transformation of PLM to support the Lifecycle Model-Based 

Enterprise.  

Products are becoming systems with increased complexity. This development is driving the take up 

model based enterprise (MBE) approaches. These include digital twin, digital thread, digital enterprise 

and Industrial Internet of Things (IIoT), all of which need to work together. This means increased 

interoperability, democratization and collaboration. 

Everything and everyone is connected. Data must be reused across the systems lifecycle and business 
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networks and this calls for a broad definition of MBE. 

MBE is cross discipline and cross organization. Much more than 3D CAD, it includes processes up-

stream, as well as down-stream of CAD. 

In parallel, the competitive landscape is changing at an unprecedented pace with pressure on lead times, 

quality and cost. Competition, globalization, joint ventures, mergers & acquisitions force organizations 

to transform to survive. MBE must be implemented for agile processes and change. 

PDT Europe 2017 will look into strategies, tactics and implementations moving towards MBE, 

anticipated and realized business benefits. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Eurostep Announces ShareAspace Forums 2017 in Stockholm, Gothenburg, Bristol and Paris 

30 March 2017 

We are pleased to invite you to ShareAspace Forums 2017 delivering the latest information on Eurostep 

and ShareAspace. 

PLM collaboration across disciplines and enterprises is increasingly important and there is a strong push 

to reduce friction and make collaboration easier. At the same time it has to be secure – join us to learn 

how it is done! 

At this free, half-day event, you will learn how ShareAspace could bring value to your business by 

protecting intellectual property and enabling traceability in the information supply chain. We will 

present why ShareAspace is the best platform to support collaboration scenarios including secure 

sharing of documents and multiple bills of material. 

By attending, you have a great opportunity to network with peers, all looking for the next steps beyond 

PDM, PLM, ERP and MRO to improve business through secure collaboration across disciplines and 

enterprises. You will: 

 Get an update on Eurostep’s products 

 Learn about the unique values of ShareAspace 

 Hear about recent business and technical news 

 Learn from customer cases across several industries including automotive, aerospace, defence 

and architectual engineering construction (AEC) 

 Watch a demonstration of ShareAspace running in Microsoft Azure and hear about our plans for 

cloud 

Venues for the ShareAspace Forums: 

Stockholm May 30, Nordic Light Hotel – details here 

Gothenburg June 1, Chalmers Konferens Lindholmen – details here 

Bristol June 20, CFMS – details here 

Paris June 28, Microsoft Issy les Moulineaux – details here 

Forums in Stockholm, Gothenburg and Bristol start 13:30 and end 17:00, welcome from 13:00 

Forum in Paris start 14:00 and end 17:30, welcome from 13:30 

Click here to return to Contents 

https://nordiclighthotel.se/hitta-hit/
http://www.chalmerskonferens.se/konferensevent/lindholmen-conference-centre/
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Fujitsu Forum 2017: Theme Set as Human Centric Innovation: Digital Co-creation 

5 April 2017 

Fujitsu today announced that Fujitsu Forum 2017, the company's largest annual event, will be held May 

18-19 at the Tokyo International Forum in Japan. This year's theme will be "Human Centric Innovation: 

Digital Co-creation." 

 

Using the expertise and experience in and the knowledge of a variety of businesses it has developed over 

many years, Fujitsu hopes to engage in business collaborations in different industries and under different 

business conditions. In this forum, Fujitsu will introduce the digital transformations it can achieve with 

customers and partners, as well as the supporting ICT. 

 

In recent years technologies such as artificial intelligence (AI) and the Internet of Things (IoT) have 

been put to use and have begun to transform business and lifestyles. In addition to this, coordination 

through data is giving rise to unprecedented new services and business models, which are expanding 

across national borders and between industries and business categories. 

 

Fujitsu is now set to hold its Fujitsu Forum 2017, with the theme of "Human Centric Innovation: Digital 

Co-creation," in order to help customers transform their businesses and strengthen their management. In 

this forum, Fujitsu will introduce its co-creation initiatives aimed at enabling the digital transformations 

of customers and strategic partners, as well as its Fujitsu Digital Business Platform MetaArc, a digital 

business platform, featuring cutting-edge technologies in such areas as IoT, AI, security, and mobile 

capabilities. In addition, visitors can experience spaces designed to generate innovation, as part of 

Fujitsu's open innovation initiatives. 

 

Please see the official Fujitsu Forum 2017 website, which will be available starting April 12, to register 

for the forum in advance or to see details of the program. You can also register for the forum through the 

Fujitsu app. 

 

Overview of Fujitsu Forum 2017: 

 

1. Times and Dates 

10 am - 6 pm on Thursday, May 18, and Friday, May 19, 2017 

 

2. Location 

Tokyo International Forum, 3-5-1 Marunouchi, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, Japan 

 

3. Theme 

Human Centric Innovation: Digital Co-creation 

 

4. Expected Visitors 

15,000 (entrance is free) 

 

5. Seminars: 

 

1) Keynotes and Presentations (9 in total)  
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Fujitsu will present its top executives, who will introduce the company's vision and direction, and 

welcome customers both in and outside of Japan, as well as partners who are leaders in the ICT industry 

and other notable figures who are scheduled to discuss the environment facing business and society in 

the future as well as the initiatives they are taking to address these changes. 

 

2) Conferences (14 meetings in total)  

These conferences will focus on four perspectives: the digital transformation of society and the 

economy, the digital transformation of business, transformation in ways of working, and the technology 

that supports the digital transformation. The forum will welcome experts, thought leaders, and 

representatives of companies and organizations that are leading Japan in respective fields to speak about 

the latest trends and specific case studies. 

 

3) Seminars, workshops, hands-on programs, and off-site tours (50 in total)  

Fujitsu will introduce solutions and initiatives to address a variety of issues facing customers, including 

customer case studies, to demonstrate how new ICT is put into practice. In addition, the forum also 

offers workshops where participants discuss timely topics or areas of common interest based on specific 

industries or business tasks, hands-on programs, as well as off-site tours of digital co-creation spaces 

and ICT experiences. 

 

Note: Entry in to each seminar will be closed as soon as the maximum number of participants is reached. 

 

6. Exhibitions (About 100 in total): 

 

1) New businesses and societies through digital co-creation  

Fujitsu believes that the connected value crossing company and industry boundaries brought about by 

digital transformation will continue to increase going forward. These exhibitions will introduce the 

digital transformations that are already beginning to be undertaken, while also offering examples of co-

creation with customers, partners, and start-ups. 

 

Manufacturing, retail, finance, local government, education, healthcare, urban infrastructure, agriculture, 

transforming the ways people work, sports, among others. 

 

2) MetaArc's role in supporting the digital transformation  

The MetaArc digital business platform incorporates cutting-edge ICT and experience developed with 

customers. It offers a total package, including IoT, AI, cloud, mobile solutions, and managed services, 

contributing to the creation of new value and to both optimizing existing systems and setting up new 

businesses by connecting the services of customers, partners and start-ups. This forum will give 

particular attention to the services, technologies and user case studies that showcase "Human Centric AI 

Zinrai" a Fujitsu core technology that works to accelerate digital transformation. 

 

AI, IoT, Security, hybrid IT, digital marketing 

 

7. Digital experiences at the event 

 

Fujitsu is offering a variety of digital experiences through the Fujitsu app for attendees to enjoy at 

Fujitsu Forum. Please check them at the event. 
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VR experience in the exhibition hall  

Visitors can use VR on a 360-degree smartphone screen to see some of Fujitsu's initiatives and the 

content of some exhibits. 

 

Experience fipick, a direct device-to-device communication technology  

This forum will provide customers with a new digital experience by using a high-speed communication 

technology that does not require infrastructure, developed by Fujitsu Laboratories Ltd., to deliver 

presentation materials and exhibit and demo pamphlets, which were previously offered in paper form, to 

the visitor's devices in line with their location. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Gerber Technology Supports, Sponsors, Participates in PI Apparel, Hong Kong with Cloud Migration 

Customer Case Study 

5 April 2017 

Gerber Technology today announced they will be highlighting their integrated Digital Solutions, 

including AccuMark®, AccuMark 3D, AccuPlan™ and YuniquePLM®, at PI Apparel in Hong Kong. 

They are also proud to be supporting their long-time customer, Helly Hansen, as they discuss their 

upgrade from webPDM™ to YuniquePLM In The Cloud. 

Every year, the fashion and apparel industry spends billions of dollars on sampling. The shipping of 

these samples back and forth around the globe is not friendly to the planet either. Gerber's team will be 

demonstrating how their AccuMark 2D & 3D software simulates virtual garment samples so realistic 

that there's no need for designers to spend the time and money cutting and sewing "real" ones. They'll 

highlight how combining AccuMark with the company's YuniquePLM In The Cloud platform enables 

fashion companies to collaborate and save 30 – 50 percent on their sample costs. 

Loyal AccuMark and YuniquePLM customer, Helly Hansen will present the key business challenges of 

upgrading from webPDM to YuniquePLM In The Cloud. For more than 10 years, Helly Hansen has 

used webPDM as the central database for all product information and AccuMark for its technical design 

and pattern making. Key factors in upgrading to YuniquePLM In The Cloud were to solve 

communication and inefficiencies across their value chain. 

"We are excited to have our long time customer, Helly Hansen, discuss their experience with upgrading 

to our industry-leading YuniquePLM In The Cloud," said Bill Brewster, vice president and general 

manager, enterprise software solutions. "Utilizing their understanding of webPDM and transferring it to 

capitalize on the capabilities of YuniquePLM in the future, will allow them to leverage cost savings and 

realize efficiencies that will increase their speed to market and ultimately help drive profitability." 

Click here to return to Contents 

Gerber Technology at Texprocess: Make it Easy to "Embrace Your Digital Reality" 

5 April 2017 

The digital revolution is here, and that's good news for the fashion industry. Cutting-edge digital design 

tools will help garment manufacturers cut costs by millions of dollars, increase throughput, reduce waste 

and – most importantly – stay competitive in the age of "fast fashion." 
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That's the message Gerber Technology will deliver at the 2017 Texprocess tradeshow in Frankfurt, 

Germany, May 9 through 12.  

Though lagging a bit compared to other industries, the fashion industry is on the verge of a huge digital 

technology revolution. Today, everyone in the industry – from major players to small startup labels – is 

talking about the industry's digital transformation and how it can revolutionize the way garments are 

designed, created and purchased. 

Mike Elia, president and CEO of Gerber Technology, says the shift is driven by a more tech-savvy 

customer base, a faster "fast fashion" cycle, and the need to solve massive inventory and returns issues. 

"For hundreds of years, the fashion and apparel industry has 'chased the needle' in pursuit of lower 

costs," Elia said. "Today, as fashion cycles get shorter and more customers buy online, companies are 

getting crushed by having the wrong inventory and customer returns. Now, with advances in technology 

especially for flexible materials, companies are turning to digital technologies to solve these problems." 

The event in Frankfurt is an opportunity for Gerber to demonstrate to industry leaders how easy it can be 

to connect systems, allowing data to flow seamlessly from design and development all the way through 

their supply chain, leveraging software and IoT technologies to enhance visibility and efficiency. Gerber 

has developed its Texprocess presentations around the theme of "Embrace Your Digital Reality." 

Elia says the new theme was developed as a way to show the industry that anyone can leverage digital 

technology and cutting-edge solutions. "The 'Your' in 'Embrace Your Digital Reality' is critical. This is 

about the democratization of fashion and apparel so that anyone in the world no matter where they are, 

technology-wise, can reap the benefits digital solutions have to offer," he says. 

"Everyone is in a different place when it comes to technology. But we believe that Gerber can help all 

companies work to embrace these new solutions and move forward." Elia adds that the company has 

made it a priority to ensure that its technology solutions are within reach of anyone who wants 

them. "Our goal is to make these technologies easy to buy, easy to consume, and easy to use even if 

you're a small- or medium-sized company," says Elia. 

At this year's Texprocess, Gerber will showcase its Digital Solutions including the newest releases 

of YuniquePLM® product lifecycle management software, as well as AccuMark® the industry-

leading pattern design, grading, marker making and production planning software, AccuMark 3D 

and AccuPlan™. Since Gerber's Digital Solutions architecture uses common file structures, data can 

easily be passed to the cut room, where smart machines, like the GERBERspreader™ XLs series and 

Gerber Paragon® line of multi-ply GERBERcutters®, can process the order with a simple barcode scan. 

A closed-loop, end-to-end Digital Solution like Gerber's, that integrates software and smart machines, 

allows companies to automate their entire process and streamline data and workflow necessary to 

provide insight, maximize throughput, minimize errors and reduce labor costs to be competitive in mass 

production environments.  

Gerber's presentations at Texprocess will include: 

 Changing the Game – Extending the Boundaries of Supply Chain Visibility, 

 Software Solution – Process – The Human Factor: How to Get Everybody on Board, 

 Smart Factory: Technology Enabling Digitization of the Apparel Industry 

 Technology and its Impact on CSR. 
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Texprocess attendees can learn more by visiting Gerber's booth located at Hall 4 Stand #B31. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Financial News 

AMERI Holdings Announces Financial Results for Q4 2016 and FY2016 

6 April 2017 

AMERI Holdings, Inc. ("Ameri100" or the "Company"), an integrated SAP solutions provider, reported 

financial results for the fourth quarter and fiscal year ended December 31, 2016. 

Ameri100's Financial Results - Fourth Quarter 2016 vs. Fourth Quarter 2015: 

 Total revenue was over $12.3 million in the fourth quarter of 2016 ("2016Q4"), compared to 

over $7.5 million in the fourth quarter of 2015 ("2015Q4"); 

 Gross profit was over $2.0 million, or 17% of total revenue, in 2016Q4, compared to over $3.3 

million, or 44% of total revenue, in 2015Q4; 

 Net loss was over $2.4 million, or ($0.18) per diluted share, in 2016Q4, compared to a net loss of 

over $1.8 million, or ($0.17) per diluted share, in 2015Q4; 

 Adjusted EBITDA (a non-GAAP financial measure) was ($89,041), or (1%) of total revenue, in 

2016Q4, compared to Adjusted EBITDA of ($492,063), or (6%) of total revenue, in 2015Q4. 

Ameri100's Financial Results - Fiscal Year 2016 vs. Fiscal Year 2015: 

 Total revenue was over $36 million in 2016 compared to over $20 million in 2015; 

 Gross profit was over $6.5 million, or 18% of total revenue, in 2016, compared to over $6.8 

million, or 34% of total revenue, in 2015; 

 Net loss was $2.78 million, or ($0.21) per diluted share, in 2016, compared to a net loss of $0.81 

million, or ($0.07) per diluted share, in 2015; 

 Cash used in operating activities was over ($2.7) million in 2016, compared to over $3.9 

million in 2015; 

 Adjusted EBITDA (a non-GAAP financial measure) was $442, or 0% of total revenue, in 2016, 

compared to Adjusted EBITDA of $1,170,098, or 6% of total revenue, in 2015. 

"We exceeded our expectations for growth in fiscal year 2016 by a significant amount with year-on-year 

revenue growth of 78%. Our team has successfully completed eight acquisitions since 2013, which has 

consolidated Ameri100's position as a leading system integrator in the SAP cloud and digital enterprise 

services industry. We believe our current financial position and focus on SAP cloud services, along with 

our hybrid U.S./offshore business model, will further advance Ameri100 in the industry. Ameri100 

expects to continue to grow revenues through both organic growth as well as additional acquisitions, 

which makes us confident that we will achieve a $100 million annualized revenue run rate in the near 

future," said Giri Devanur, the Company's Chief Executive Officer.  "In addition, we have invested a 

significant amount to grow the business, which has suppressed margins in the short term.  We believe 

our U.S./offshore business model will yield Adjusted EBITDA margins of 10-15% once scale has been 

achieved." 
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In November 2016, Ameri100 was ranked 5th in New Jersey and 182nd in North America on the 

Deloitte Technology Fast 500. This ranking was in recognition of Ameri100's outstanding growth track 

record. 

Ameri100 successfully completed three acquisitions of SAP services companies in 2016, bringing 

total acquisitions to eight since 2013: 

 DC&M Partners, L.L.C. provides its clients with a wide range of information technology 

development, consultancy, and management services with an emphasis on the design, build, and 

rollout of SAP implementations and related products. Headquartered in Chandler, Arizona, 

DC&M is also a SAP-certified software partner, having launched its SAP reporting, extraction, 

and distribution tool called "IRIS". 

 Ameri100 Virtuouso Inc., a Kansas based SAP consulting firm, has strong capabilities in the 

SAP Finance space with its founders having authored books on SAP finance. This acquisition 

bolsters Ameri100's ability to deliver on its SAP HANA migration capabilities. 

 Bigtech Software Pvt Ltd, an SAP solutions company based in Bangalore, India strengthens our 

presence in the Middle East and enhances our SAP offshore capabilities. 

As part of the Company's business strategy, Ameri100 also signed a strategic partnership agreement 

with NEC Corporation of America to deliver SAP HANA migration services in February 2017. 

In March 2017, Ameri100 acquired ATCG Technology Solutions Inc., a system integration firm 

specializing in providing end-to-end SAP enterprise cloud services. ATCG brings deep expertise in the 

areas of SAP HANA, Hybris, SuccessFactors, and Business Intelligence. This acquisition reinforces 

Ameri100's position as a leading global systems integrator and service provider across the SAP product 

portfolio. 

On March 10, 2017, Ameri100 also made a merger proposal to CIBER, Inc., valuing CIBER at a price 

of $0.75 per share, which is a substantial premium to CBR's closing price of $0.28 on the same date. 

Ameri100 formed a stockholder group with Lone Star Value Management, LLC to nominate two highly-

qualified candidates to CIBER's Board of Directors at its upcoming annual meeting of stockholders. The 

stockholder group owns approximately 4.5 million shares of CIBER, representing 5.5% of CIBER's total 

shares outstanding. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Hexagon Publishes the Annual Report 2016 

6 April 2017 

Hexagon's Annual Report 2016 is now available at Hexagon's website hexagon.com. Hexagon intends to 

solely distribute the annual report digitally. For a printed copy of the annual report, please contact 

mailorderservice@hexagon.com or call +46 (0)8 601 26 28. 

Hexagon's Annual General Meeting will be held on 2 May at 17:00 CET at City Conference Center 

Stockholm (Norra Latin), Drottninggatan 71 B, Stockholm, Sweden. Notification of attendance must be 

made on 25 April 2017 at the latest. 

For further information please contact: 

Maria Luthström, Investor Relations Manager, Hexagon AB, +46 8 601 26 27, ir@hexagon.com 

Kristin Christensen, Chief Marketing Officer, Hexagon AB, +1 404 554 0972, media@hexagon.com  

http://www.hexagon.com/
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Implementation Investments 

ABB Drives Adopts Omnify Software to Improve Electronic Design Processes 

3 April 2017 

Omnify Software today announces that ABB Drives and Controls, a manufacturer and marketer of low 

and medium voltage AC and DC drives, selected Empower PLM for their component information 

management system in order to replace spreadsheets and improve their electronic design processes. 

ABB Drives and Controls was managing most of their part information in Excel spreadsheets. They 

wanted to replace their manual processes with an efficient electronic system. The team at ABB Drives 

and Controls set out to find a solution to establish collaboration among their hardware design teams as 

well as implement controlled processes to manage PCBA component Bill of Materials (BOMs) and 

Engineering Changes/ECOs, track part status, gain "where used" visibility to easily identify component 

issues across multiple products, and make it easier to reuse components in new designs. 

"We needed to implement a system to reduce the amount of time spent searching for components and to 

allow more time for designing products in order to improve quality and shorten the design cycle," stated 

Tuomas Kemppainen, Design Engineer and Omnify Process Owner for ABB Drives and Controls. "We 

selected Omnify Empower PLM due to its solid integration with Mentor Graphics PADS, ease of use, 

and the fact that the system is designed from an electronic design point of view." 

"As our customers grow and their product data becomes more complex, using Excel spreadsheets to 

manage BOMs and changes simply becomes too burdensome," stated Dave Solimini, vice president of 

sales for Omnify Software. "Solutions like Empower PLM provide customers with exactly what they 

need to gain control of their product information, create efficient design processes, and allow engineers 

to focus on designing products." 

ABB Drives and Controls was lacking a component information management system with a centralized 

database for their Printed Circuit Board Assembly (PCBA) components and the mechanical parts that 

included PCBAs. They needed to establish collaboration among their hardware design teams with 

controlled processes to manage PCBA component Bill of Materials (BOMs) and Engineering 

Changes/ECOs, track part status (approve, maintain and phase out), gain "where used" visibility to 

easily identify component issues across multiple products, as well as make it easier to reuse components 

in new designs. 

"We selected Omnify Empower PLM due to its solid integration with Mentor Graphics PADS, ease of 

use, and the fact that the system is designed from an electronic design point of view," stated Tuomas 

Kemppainen, Design Engineer and Omnify Process Owner for ABB Drives and Controls. "Since 

implementing this system, it is very clear that all of our design processes related to the Omnify 

electronic component information system have improved significantly." 

Click here to return to Contents 

Auricchio S.P.A. Selects Avaap and CAD-IT to Implement Infor M3 Food & Beverage 

3 April 2017 

http://www.omnifysoft.com/
http://new.abb.com/drives
https://www.pads.com/?pid=mentor


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 27 

Avaap and CAD-IT, an Italy-based Infor M3 partner, today announced they have been selected to 

implement the Infor M3 Food & Beverage Solution and Infor Xi at Auricchio S.P.A.,  an Italian food 

manufacturer which is almost 140 years old. Infor M3 Food & Beverage and Infor Xi offer industry-

specific functionality designed to help address the needs of dairy manufacturing and distribution 

organizations. Avaap, together with Infor partner CAD-IT, expects to leverage industry experience in 

food processing and dairy to assist integration and help Auricchio S.P.A achieve a more cost-effective 

infrastructure, while working to utilize Infor technology to its fullest advantage. 

Auricchio S.P.A. operates ten locations in Italy, Spain and the U.S. It faces challenges similar to other 

organizations with multiple locations in different countries, including a technology environment 

comprised of disparate legacy solutions that do not communicate with each other, limiting the ability to 

support streamlined business processes. The multi-warehouse implementation of Infor M3 Food & 

Beverage ERP is designed to support a “best practices” approach to managing physical inventories and 

assets. This should also assist Auricchio S.P.A. in standardizing and accelerating its warehouse and 

distribution processes which can result in greater efficiency, customer responsiveness, and cost and 

inventory control. 

The Infor M3 application, which is currently anticipated to be live in early 2018, is designed to deliver 

the ability for greater coordination across departments, tighter product management and better visibility 

into data to help facilitate compliance with country-specific rules and regulatory requirements. 

Auricchio S.P.A. selected Avaap and CAD-IT as its systems integrators based on dairy industry 

references, specialized technical expertise in the Infor M3 application, Infor Ming.le™ and ION as well 

as their global community of Infor-certified technical and functional resources. 

“Infor M3 is designed to address specific needs of the fresh produce industry and is being implemented, 

in part, to help us reach our goals of reducing waste, enhancing our product rotation and improving 

customer service,” said Giovanni Martini, CFO and Group Controller, Auricchio Group. “We believe 

the Avaap-CAD-IT team has familiarity with the needs of dairy organizations and the hardware and 

software expertise we need to help drive a seamless implementation, streamline distribution processes 

and improve accuracy in our warehouse operations.” 

Added Avaap Europe Practice Director Leonardo Castaldi, “The Infor M3 implementation could be a 

game changer for Auricchio, enabling them to bring transparency and fluidity to their operations 

leveraging Avaap’s proprietary tools and implementation methodology. We are delighted to have been 

chosen as Auricchio’s implementation partner to help modernize its technology and to help enable 

strategic value.”  

Click here to return to Contents 

FCA Selects Dassault Systèmes’ “Drive Emotion” Industry Solution Experience to Unify its Global 

Design Studios 

5 April 2017 

Dassault Systèmes today announced that FCA, the seventh-largest automaker in the world, has begun to 

deploy the “Drive Emotion” industry solution experience based on the 3DEXPERIENCE platform 

across its global design studios. 

Using “Drive Emotion,” which leverages CATIA ICEM applications, design becomes an iterative 

process in which its global design team can collaborate in real time on the same virtual model using 

fully integrated applications to exchange design ideas.  

https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=himjJcTvr89VYeFwn8NRFTlG-AtUJUiBFthrtf9xaiz_MLQKLfcFpp0zLzJtjj6I
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=q_mojJIaX3qlPS_jUtG6PAVEvC1JU03l_5T4zz4pzWZjBMfxd3B_pyt6syoaG3NprbCpszYTInS72EienUqk4dbZ0PxSZNF7Ss--EhmTQkk=
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A vehicle’s style creates an emotional connection with customers and becomes an important buying 

criterion for many.  Successful design requires designers to harness this emotive power within the 

context of the broader customer experience and collaborate with different disciplines from aerodynamics 

to marketing to bring this holistic experience to life.  During this design process, transferring or 

converting data between heterogeneous solutions to recreate surfaces and make adjustments increases 

cycle times and the risk of losing initial design intent. 

  

“Drive Emotion” delivers a fully immersive, collaborative environment from a design’s initial sketch to 

its virtual validation.  Designers can focus on being creative rather than on the technology to create data. 

 Surfaces are developed in 3D, can be changed easily and rendered immediately, giving designers 

feedback in real time.  Last-minute changes can be taken into account using capabilities to automatically 

generate or adjust surfaces from previous designs thus reducing the cost impact.  

  

“We are proud to expand our partnership with FCA to unleash the creativity of their design studios 

around the world,” said Bernard Charlès, Vice Chairman & CEO, Dassault Systèmes. “With the 

3DEXPERIENCE platform, FCA will virtually unite their teams to design and market spectacular and 

innovative mobility experiences for a new generation of customers. FCA will move from geometry and 

functional integration excellence to generative multi-physics design excellence.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Fossil Group Uses Dassault Systèmes’ “My Collection” Industry Solution Experience to Expand its 

Global Business 

6 April 2017 

Dassault Systèmes today announced that Fossil Group, a global lifestyle accessories company, is using 

“My Collection” industry solution experience for consumer goods and retail companies, to develop and 

manage the lifecycles of its diverse and differentiated products.  

In the fast-paced fashion industry, companies must introduce new products and shopping experiences 

that capture emerging trends and reinforce the brand image.  Fossil Group, whose owned and licensed 

brand accessories are sold globally, was seeking to support its long-term corporate vision to accelerate 

its business globally.  Specifically, it needed a scalable solution to streamline the development of its 

watch, jewelry and handbag collections, support creativity and innovation, improve sourcing and supply 

chain management, and launch products closer to consumer demand.   

Based on the 3DEXPERIENCE platform, Dassault Systèmes’ “My Collection” industry solution 

experience provides Fossil Group with a single digital environment that connects internal and external 

stakeholders, integrates complex supply chains, and improves visibility, flexibility and decision support 

for multiple product categories.  Unified design, development and sourcing capabilities and a single 

source of data facilitate real-time collaboration, process efficiency and data reuse.  Fossil Group can 

focus its efforts on developing new ideas, trends and styles, better coordinate the purchase of materials 

across different product categories, and accelerate its time to market.    

“The 3DEXPERIENCE platform and our industry solution experiences support Fossil Group’s efforts to 

https://www.fossilgroup.com/
https://www.3ds.com/industries/consumer-goods-retail/my-collection/
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drive its business while cultivating brand equity,” said Chris Colyer, Vice President, Consumer Goods 

and Retail Industry, Dassault Systèmes.  “The virtual world offers unlimited possibilities for innovation 

in fashion: inspiration, ideation, planning, design, development, merchandising, visual assortment 

planning and product marketing.  Leading fashion brands can design, develop, launch and sell products 

their consumers will love while improving global efficiencies and speed to market.”  

Following this initiative, Fossil Group was selected by Apparel Magazine as a winner of its 2017 Top 

Innovator Awards, which recognize innovative organizations that have demonstrated exceptionality 

through an IT-related implementation, product launch or recently executed business strategy.  Fossil 

Group was distinguished for having harmonized its product development business processes around one 

process, one tool, one truth to enable seamless collaboration between its design and product 

development teams and its factories.  This was made possible by next generation capabilities for 

integration between Adobe Illustrator and “My Collection” that Fossil Group worked closely to define 

with Dassault Systèmes.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Gemalto Accelerates IoT Adoption and Innovation in Japan 

3 April 2017 

Gemalto announces it has been selected by SoftBank Corp. ("SoftBank") as a partner for On-Demand 

Connectivity (ODC) services enabling both consumer and industrial machine-to-machine (M2M) IoT 

connectivity and deployment of value added applications and services. Under the collaboration, Gemalto 

will supply its Remote SIM Provisioning platform, allowing SoftBank to remotely manage initial 

connectivity and subscriptions throughout the device's lifecycle. This will give the Japan based  mobile 

network operator  a competitive edge in connecting expanding digital devices, such as connected cars, 

wearables, traffic monitoring systems, or smart meters. Gemalto's subscription management platform 

also eliminates logistics hurdles for OEMs, mobile operators and service providers, and enhances the 

user experience over the long haul.  

IoT has been experiencing great momentum in Japan since the formation of the IoT Acceleration 

Consortium. According to the Japan External Trade Organization (JETRO), domestic IoT revenue is 

forecast to reach US$130 billion[1] this year, with a compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 11%. 

JETRO expects IoT expenditures and investments in Japan to cross the US$100 billion mark by 2018, 

growing at a 17% CAGR.The present top-spending sectors are manufacturing, transportation, and 

utilities. 

"Gemalto is a tier one strategic partner with whom we have worked on many other successful innovative 

projects. With the industry fast moving to IoT, Gemalto's rich and wide-ranging portfolio of IoT 

products and solutions made it a natural choice for us," said Hironobu Tamba, Division Head, Service 

Platform Strategy & Development Division of Softbank. "As the number of connected devices grows 

each day, and the demand for flexibility and seamless user experience soars, we believe ODC is a game-

changer for the telecommunications industry."   

"SoftBank is a global leader and key innovator in the mobile and IOT ecosystem," said Sashidhar 

Thothadri, Senior Vice President, Mobile Services & IoT, South Asia & Japan at Gemalto. "We are very 

excited to be selected by SoftBank for this prestigious program and with our experience of deploying 

more than 20 projects worldwide, we are confident of delivering a solid platform to boost new revenue 

streams and create a unique and valuable experience for customers." 

http://apparel.edgl.com/magazine/March-2017/Concept-to-Store-Shelf-Guide-2017109069
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=bDCWYq8a4U-zX8IoChPpA93dXIEeiV4OrCRxbMRZR_jvf8K1utd4sSQikCqrszaXTaIt_DNzeFWiG1LDEfH4tae91CKXD3rbjnWO0LhcWfo_KHvnX_pX-O21ifL92u5vuUozclTrIU-3-UG6R1FJtgnVRUJ7-x0j9-Xz8e-SH3M=
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=bDCWYq8a4U-zX8IoChPpA93dXIEeiV4OrCRxbMRZR_jvf8K1utd4sSQikCqrszaXTaIt_DNzeFWiG1LDEfH4tae91CKXD3rbjnWO0LhcWfo_KHvnX_pX-O21ifL92u5vuUozclTrIU-3-UG6R1FJtgnVRUJ7-x0j9-Xz8e-SH3M=
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=JapxalMC_ObuGvK75E3DWWFzZWy6eAHwwPaRUTpERKvyRADy0bg0jPedjO09hgg_260XMdMuJJVNvq3Lf7tc5Zg9bi6TjBrQXdQAO4YZyA_lVyq-YM4hKGNthewWs84u
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Groupama Team France Races toward the 35th America’s Cup Using Dassault Systèmes’ “Designed 

for Sea” Industry Solution Experience 

4 April 2017 

Dassault Systèmes today announced that Groupama Team France, one of the five challengers in the 35th 

America’s Cup sailing competition, is using the “Designed for Sea” industry solution experience to 

design and simulate a lightweight, high-performing racing catamaran that complies with the 

competition’s design and schedule requirements. 

In preparation for its first America’s Cup race on May 26, 2017, Groupama Team France needed to 

design, build and test its catamaran within 18 months.  Boats for the challenge must adhere to specific 

protocols concerning the hull, the wings and the transverse structures as well as the quantity of materials 

used.  The length of a team’s catamaran is restricted to 15 meters and it could not be tested in water until 

December 26, 2016.   

Based on Dassault Systèmes’ 3DEXPERIENCE platform, “Designed for Sea” industry solution 

experience enables Groupama Team France to virtually design, simulate and optimize its catamaran’s 

weight, performance, stability, strength and safety in a collaborative digital environment, before any 

construction begins.  Since October 2015, Groupama Team France has had a single source of data and 

fully integrated applications to streamline and accelerate the boat’s development as well as the flow of 

information between the 30-person design team, the crew and external partners participating in the 

design effort.   

The seamless integration on the 3DEXPERIENCE platform also includes data from Dassault Systèmes’ 

SOLIDWORKS applications, which have long been used by several team members for past projects and 

now are being used to design the catamaran’s bridge and incorporate parts into the overall design of the 

control systems. 

“It’s a challenge for a team to work together like a well-tuned orchestra,” said Martin Fischer, head of 

the design team, Groupama Team France.  “Designers must foresee what the crew will experience when 

navigating, and design the boat accordingly, and the crew must work with the architects and engineers as 

early as possible so that the components are correctly designed from the start.  Our tight schedule and 

budget can’t be wasted on redesigns, making seamless communication essential.  The 3DEXPERIENCE 

platform enables us to build a boat of superior craftsmanship and technological prowess.”  

“The 3DEXPERIENCE platform integrates design, simulation and manufacturing applications, plus the 

openness to work with existing ecosystems, to help marine and offshore visionaries like Groupama 

Team France to realize complex configurations that fuse quality with precision,” said Alain Houard, 

Vice President, Marine & Offshore Industry, Dassault Systèmes.  “The America’s Cup is one of the 

world’s most exciting competitions and a premier example of performance by innovation.  With each 

race, the world has an opportunity to experience prestigious competitive sailing at its technical finest.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Hitachi Sunway Helps HANA Microelectronics to Implement Siemens Teamcenter in Thailand 

4 April 2017 

Hitachi Sunway Information Systems Sdn. Bhd. ("Hitachi Sunway"), today announces that they will be 

implementing a document management solution from Siemens Teamcenter ("Teamcenter") for HANA 

Microelectronics Public Co., Ltd. ("HANA") in Thailand.   
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Terry Weir, the Executive VP and CFO -- MIS & Corporate Affair of HANA says, "We choose to work 

with Hitachi Sunway as we were confident that their vast portfolio and successful implementations for 

clients made them the right choice for us. As soon as their team began to analyse the problems we were 

facing, they identified the right solutions and best practices for us to help resolve these issues." 

"Errors in documentation can be a costly affair for a manufacturer like us. Each product lifecycle goes 

through elaborate tests, revisions and confirmations and mistakes not only delay the production but 

impact delivery of high quality, error free products to our customers," explains Weir. 

HANA is a leading 10,000 employees strong electronics manufacturer in South East Asia (Thailand, 

China, USA and Cambodia). Producing a variety of microelectronics, semiconductor, integrated Circuit 

"IC and more. 

Billy Lee Kok Chi, Executive Vice President of Hitachi Sunway shares, "With multiple sites and a high 

product lifecycle turnover, document management can become a complex problem for any 

company. This was why we suggested implementing the Teamcenter document and content 

management solutions specific to HANA's production needs." 

"The right solution can help manufacturers have a better picture of their production right from concept 

to the final manufacturing of the product, while reducing cost and delivery time. To stay ahead of 

competition, manufacturers should continue to leverage on solutions that help them perform better in a 

globalised world," ends Lee. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Objectivity Enables Complex Configuration Management for Rockwell Collin's Avionics Product 

Lines 

4 April 2017 

Objectivity, Inc. announced the continued expansion and use of its technology within Rockwell Collins 

as part of a more complete, configuration management solution of avionics data. The new offering 

extends a robust and scalable configuration management solution of an aircraft's electronic systems to 

include the capture of data for maintenance, electronic checklist, engine information and crew alerting 

systems. The expansion also improves data integration by leveraging a common solution across avionics 

domains. This reduces schedule delays; ensures accuracy and integrity, while reducing risk of data loss. 

The system is used by engineers around the world. 

Objectivity's technology is a key component of this design system because of its ability to handle the 

complexity of the data model natively. The amount of potential data points and connections that are 

associated with the designs and various systems can be massive. Concurrent users are also able to 

continuously merge multiple changes and different activities or workspaces without compromising 

performance. 

"Objectivity's technology effectively handles the scalability and performance requirements of this 

complex configuration management system. The key is that our product's core technology was built to 

manage complex data models and the numerous connections," said Jay Jarrell, President and CEO at 

Objectivity, Inc. "We are seeing more use cases and requirements for a common data solution, similar to 

this application, within the IIoT (Industrial Internet of Things) space. It is critical that systems capture 

information from all these various sources for more effective diagnostics and design. This gets very 

difficult when you are trying to integrate multiple disparate data sources and in different formats with 
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new data continuously streaming into the application." 

For over twenty years, Objectivity's technology has been a key piece powering Rockwell Collins' 

configuration management solution for avionics data designs, and the usage continues to grow as 

product lifecycle management becomes more complex with the amount of data, hierarchies, and 

evolutions of different versions of each component. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Pet Food Retailer Fressnapf Group Chooses the Trace One Platform to Extend Their High Quality 

Private Label Offering  

5th April 2017 

To achieve their private label objectives and continue to exceed customer expectations Fressnapf Group 

has selected the Trace One platform as their scalable, collaborative solution. The retailer aims to raise 

the share of its private label products to 50% across all categories by 2020 – offering customers an even 

greater range of high-quality, safe and fully traceable pet food products. 

“At the Fressnapf Group, we offer our customers a vast range of private label products they can trust,” 

said Heiko Bücker, Senior Vice President Sourcing & Category Management. “The Trace One platform 

will allow us to increase our offering, manage the development of our products with improved 

efficiency, and assure that everything we sell meets the high standards pet lovers expect from us.” 

In addition to Germany, the Fressnapf Group is present in 10 other European countries. Trace One will 

allow the full integration of international teams into the development and management of private label 

products. This will further strengthen the retailer’s position in the European pet food market, which is 

projected to keep expanding at a compound annual growth rate of around 5%, maturing into a $19.23 

billion market by 2020i. 

“We are delighted Fressnapf Group has chosen Trace One as its partner to achieve its ambitious private 

label strategy,” said Thomas Spieker, Director for Central Europe at Trace One. “Having successfully 

consolidated markets such as France, we have advanced our globally proven, widely trusted platform to 

suit companies in Europe’s largest economy, where retailers such as Fressnapf can use it to meet their 

unique needs.” 

Fressnapf Group´s entire supplier base – around 500 companies – will be integrated into the Trace One 

platform, ensuring all new private label products will go through the same process. Fressnapf Group 

expects the time and efficiency savings achieved through this streamlining to result in a significant 

increase in revenue over the years leading to 2020. 

“Our contract with the Fressnapf Group is further evidence that German retailers are increasingly taking 

a long-term view on private label management,” said Thomas Spieker. “The industry is looking for 

solutions that do not merely work for them today, but have been developed to be scalable significant 

further growth. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Siemens Exhibits Digital Value Chain for the Packaging Industry 

6 April 2017 

A high-performance filling and packaging machine made by Bausch + Ströbel Maschinenfabrik Ilshofen 
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GmbH+Co. KG for the pharmaceuticals industry demonstrates the advantages of digitalization along the 

value chain. The company has decided to systematically digitalize the entire value chain, and intends to 

use the integrated hardware and software solutions from Siemens to increase the efficiency in 

engineering by 30 percent by 2020. 

With comprehensive engineering, even the most complex machine projects can be implemented at low 

risk in optimum time. The Digital Enterprise Suite from Siemens is an important building block of this, 

with, for example, the Siemens PLM (Product Lifecycle Management) software Teamcenter and NX. 

MindSphere, the cloud-based, open IoT operating system, is also gaining in importance – with data 

analysis, manifold connectivity, tools for developers, applications, and services. MindSphere helps 

production companies to evaluate and use data, for example, to optimize the performance of equipment 

to maximize availability. 

The Multi-Carrier System is a highly flexible transport system that enables customized, efficient 

machines to be quickly realized – from simple and extended standard applications to high-end 

applications. The Multi-Carrier System can be perfectly adapted to applications by means of scalable 

controllers and Simatic S7-1500T and Simotion motion control systems, a large number of motors, 

carriers and guides, as well as powerful software tools, such as MCS Creator and the TIA Portal 

engineering framework. 

The core element of efficient automation for the packaging industry is the TIA Portal engineering 

framework with packaging standards. All important components of an automation project are integrated 

into the framework. Ready-made solutions from Omac (Organization for Machine Automation and 

Control) and Weihenstephan, many standard applications, and the harmonized library concept 

substantially reduce the engineering effort for the machine manufacturer. Project Generator, the LPack 

packaging library, Handling Toolbox, and high-level language programming also support the 

implementation of future machine projects. 

The Siemens portfolio of scalable, standardized automation and drive technology relevant to the 

packaging industry will also be exhibited – for everything from simple applications to sophisticated 

solutions. This includes well-designed motion control functionality, with user-friendly operation based 

on the latest Simotion and Simatic S7-1200 and S7-1500T controller generations. 

Holistic solutions for plant operators in the food and beverage and pharmaceuticals industries round off 

the Siemens presentation at this year’s interpack. The company possesses well-founded know-how in 

these industries, as well as portfolios for realizing plant-wide automation and drive solutions. Holistic 

optimization of the value chain enables plant efficiency and productivity to be increased and the 

processes and products to be made fit for today’s and tomorrow’s requirements by means of customized 

solutions developed jointly with the operator. 

Click here to return to Contents 

SIG Combibloc Switches to CIM DATABASE PLM 

5 April 2017 

CONTACT Software, together with SolidLine, came out on top in a large-scale PLM benchmark. SIG 

Combibloc, one of the world's leading manufacturers of cartons and filling machines for food and 

beverages, is set to completely reorganize its global product development process with CIM 

DATABASE PLM and SolidWorks. 
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SIG Combibloc supplies customers across the globe with packing materials for food and beverages as 

well as the necessary filling machines. Efficient development processes that fully meet the stringent 

quality demands in terms of metering technologies, hygiene standards, system documentation and so on 

are a prerequisite for global success – and a key reason for choosing CIM DATABASE PLM. 

One motivating factor behind SIG's initiative was that one of the central software components in product 

development had come to the end of its life. "The tools we use in R&D have served us well so far but 

are now beginning to hold us back," explains Dirk Noske, Head of Legal Compliance & Documentation 

at SIG. "That is why we are investing in new, cutting-edge PLM solutions that will allow us to continue 

to meet all the demands of our customers and the market in the future." 

Alongside this strategic realignment, SIG is also planning to switch to a new CAD system. The joint 

package proposed by CONTACT Software and SolidLine was impressive in all respects. And so the 

company will initially introduce CIM DATABASE and SolidWorks at its technology center in 

Linnich/North Rhine-Westphalia and subsequently roll out the new applications worldwide. The PLM 

team is made up of staff from different departments and countries as well as external experts, and they 

are making use of agile methods to move this ambitious project along quickly and reliably. 

The project focuses on a large number of demanding aspects such as multi-CAD data management, 

mechatronics, product structure management, technical changes, ERP process synchronization, content 

management, globally distributed data maintenance and so on. 

CIM DATABASE and its open technology platform CONTACT Elements give the SIG team full ability 

to take action: "We can optimize the processes ourselves to meet our own needs," says IT expert 

Bernhard Schmidt, who is heading up the PLM project alongside Dirk Noske. "This ability to act is 

important for us and was another factor in our decision in favor of CONTACT." The development sites 

in Switzerland, China and Thailand have been an integral part of the PLM project from the very start, as 

they will also be using the new system further down the line. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Product News 

Aconex Ltd Launches Connected Cost 

5 April 2017 

Aconex today launched Aconex Connected Cost, an integrated solution that brings together project 

controls and project information on a single cloud-based construction management platform. Connected 

Cost solves critical issues plaguing asset owners and contractors in the US$10-trillion global 

construction industry:  

 

The Problem - Disconnected Teams and Data  

 

Current project controls approaches are flawed, wasteful and unsustainable. These legacy solutions are 

disconnected and substandard, leaving project team members uncertain and exposed to factors that 

impair their productivity, including:  

 

- Siloed information - teams must chase information across organizations and applications, which slows 

the discovery of issues that can drive up costs and delay schedules.  
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- Manual updates - typically made via spreadsheets, these introduce errors and duplication that can 

jeopardize both data integrity and version control.  

 

- Poor visibility - lack of accurate, real-time information makes it impossible to measure performance 

against budget in a meaningful and proactive way for a single project, much less a portfolio of projects 

or an enterprise.  

 

"Cost management in construction and infrastructure projects has been fragmented, resulting in poor 

project performance," said Guy Barlow, global commercial director, Connected Cost, at Aconex. "So it's 

no surprise that only about 5% of projects meet best-in-class predictability in terms of cost and schedule. 

Approximately 80% run over budget, and the average cost overrun is 70%."  

 

Per Mr. Barlow, what has been missing is connected data and unified processes which provide reliable, 

real-time project visibility. Without a single view of project performance and subcontractor progress, 

owners and contractors have had to piece together project and cost information from multiple sources. 

As projects have grown larger and more complex, these disconnected data silos have undermined 

successful delivery, diminished financial returns and increased risk.  

 

The Solution - Collaborative Project Controls  

 

Aconex Connected Cost addresses industry challenges with collaborative project controls that provide a 

complete view of cost information across both individual projects and project portfolios. Each 

organization using the solution can budget, forecast, track progress and performance, manage entire 

programs, manage contracts, and process claims and payments with ease and confidence. For example, 

with earned value management (EVM) capabilities, owners can forecast and report earned value using 

Cost Performance Index (CPI), Schedule Performance Index (SPI) and other tools.  

 

Connected Cost is an end-to-end project controls and cost management Software as a Service (SaaS) 

solution underpinned by three guiding principles which differentiate it from traditional project controls 

solutions:  

 

- Single platform - with all project participants connected on a single platform and following a consistent 

set of processes throughout the project lifecycle, teams can improve efficiency and mitigate risk to 

achieve on-time, on-budget delivery.  

 

- Enterprise grade - Connected Cost is fast to deploy across the enterprise. The solution is highly 

scalable and configurable for specific industry processes and integrates with ERP (enterprise resource 

planning) and scheduling systems. Adoption is quick with an easy to learn and use interface.  

 

- Neutral environment - with the secure Aconex platform, all project participants - whether owner, 

contractor, subcontractor, consultant, or vendor - control what information they share, if and when they 

share it, and with whom they share it. Access neutrality creates and sustains a culture of trust.  

 

Connected Cost leverages the underlying strength of the Aconex project-wide collaboration platform - 

born in the cloud, built for enterprise-wide adoption, anchored by principles of access neutrality, and 
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proven for more than 15 years. From the owner to the subcontractor, everyone benefits as improved 

information flow leads to better decision-making and better deployment of resources.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Centric Software PLM’s UI Makeover Boasts Efficiency and Productivity 

4 April 2017 

Building on its market driven innovation strategy, Version 6.0 of Centric Software’s Product Lifecycle 

Management (PLM) solution, released earlier this year, includes a fresh, modern and easy to use 

interface.  

Centric Software PLM Version 6.0 focuses on usability and productivity to empower users and boost 

efficiency while also being fun and intuitive to use. 

“User experience and adoption have long been keystones of Centric’s success. We worked hand in hand 

with our customers to revolutionize Centric PLM’s look and feel adding in new branding and 

personalization options, dashboards with widgets and charts to digest information at a glance, mass 

create and editing features to minimize clicks and many other improvements to promote adoption and 

make work easier,” says Ron Watson, VP of Products at Centric Software. 

Camelbak Products, an outdoor equipment company based in Petaluma, California, best known for its 

hydration products, easily adopted the new UI. “One can never underestimate the importance of system 

usability and given how critical Centric PLM is to our business, Centric V6 is a breath of fresh air.  Our 

users are delighted with the streamlined features and modern intuitive user interface in this update.  As 

shepherd of the PLM function at CamelBak, it allows my team to focus on moving our process 

innovation forward and allows our extended teams to focus on bringing great products to market, 

faster,” says Paul Rattay, PLM Manager at Camelbak. 

In addition to options for personalizing workspaces and content via Centric’s new change tracking and 

subscription options, the new UI also boosts contextual searches and visual ‘breadcrumbs’ to easily 

navigate around the system. Now with a choice of color palettes, visual cues have been added to support 

navigation, interactions with the system and promote deep use of functionality. 

The new colors, style and layout were built with the needs of fashion and consumer goods companies in 

mind but inspired by Silicon Valley best practices for UI design thus merging the best of both worlds. 

The intuitive new interface also reduces training times and speeds user adoption. Learning curves and 

support time are minimized and return on investment is the fastest in the industry. 

“Centric has always focused on the end user experience when bringing new innovations to market,” says 

Chris Groves, President and CEO of Centric Software. “We constantly innovate to empower our users in 

their everyday work to drive their innovation, speed time to market and achieve their business goals.” 

Version 6.0 includes other major, broad-sweeping innovations across the entire Centric PLM suite. In 

the past 6 months, over 100 new features have been introduced. 

To learn more about Centric Software PLM V6, request a link to our V6 webinar on May 10 at 10 AM 

EST or May 11 at 6pm EST.  

Click here to return to Contents 
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Dassault Systèmes’ 3DEXPERIENCE Platform Helps Ford Create its “Mustang over Manhattan” 

Immersive Virtual Reality Experience 

4 April 2017 

Dassault Systèmes today announced that Ford Motor Company used Dassault Systèmes’ 3DEXCITE 

applications powered by the 3DEXPERIENCE platform to create a high-adrenaline virtual reality 

experience that transports individuals to the top of the Empire State Building where they can build a 

Ford Mustang sports car. 

 

“Mustang over Manhattan,” housed in the FordHub Experience Center in the World Trade Center in 

New York City, is an installation open to the general public that lets them learn, have fun, and 

experience the iconic moment in 1964 when Ford put a physical Mustang on the top of the Empire State 

Building.  With the help of Dassault Systèmes’ applications, this delivers a fully immersive virtual 

reality experience with an incredible level of detail, interactivity, and realism. The experience features a 

virtual Mustang in high-end 3D and in real time, scalable up to 1:1 size and 4K resolution.  

 

The experience begins with donning the HTC Vive head mounted display (HMD).  FordHub visitors are 

immediately enveloped in the hyper-realistic digital scene that recaps the moment when Ford put the 

physical Mustang on the top of the Empire State Building. Next, they begin the ascent to the top where 

they are guided to reassemble a Mustang that has been dissected into three parts, as Ford did in 1964 in 

order to physically place the Mustang on the building. Visitors then have a 360 degree view of 

Manhattan — one that includes a fully assembled, bright yellow Mustang. Users can also “walk out” on 

a narrow plank that juts over the edge of the building. 

“With Dassault Systèmes’ 3DEXPERIENCE, Ford is able to offer a premium digital experience that 

creates excitement and emotion around the legendary Mustang,” said Olivier Sappin, Vice President, 

Transportation & Mobility Industry, Dassault Systèmes. “We are excited to be part of this innovative 

effort to give visitors to FordHub a virtual experience they won’t forget.  Our applications help auto 

manufacturers leverage animated content, gamification and virtual reality to spark consumers’ 

imaginations and create a strong emotional connection with a brand.  Putting a Mustang on top of New 

York City has never been so easy.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Design Rule Highlights Kisters 3DViewStation as Effective Solution for Visualisation and Digital 

MockUp 

5 April 2017 

Design Rule has highlighted Kisters 3DViewStation as an effective tool for visualisation and Digital 

MockUp (DMU). 

Accepting that major challenges remain with CAD technology, despite significant development over the 

last decade and more, Design Rule believes progressive companies will look towards alternative 

solutions. Specifically, many manufacturers require a high performing 2D and 3D viewer that does not 

need a high-end CAD workstation. 

The challenges of CAD comprise of general affordability, ease-of-use, and the potential for training to 

be required for someone within the firm to become an ‘expert’. 

Per Design Rule’s technical director, Adam Bannaghan, Kisters' CAD viewer is a reliable, efficient and 

http://www.designrule.co.uk/products/kisters-3d-viewstation
http://www.kisters.eu/
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economic tool for visualisation and DMU. Typically used for sales, engineering, project reviews, change 

management, technical documentation and collaboration, Design Rule believe the 3DViewStation has 

the range to go beyond these functions. It can be used as a standalone app or integrated into a wide range 

of systems, from PLM and enterprise resource planning (ERP) software, to product configuration as well 

as service lifecycle management solutions. This enables manufacturing firms to employ the software’s 

product design capabilities in wider company operations. 

Design Rule stresses the importance of a CAD expert engaging with the software in a company’s set-up 

in order to get exactly what they need from the program. Yet, since it is not uncommon for people with 

varying degrees of CAD knowledge to be responsible for using software, Kisters has taken a different 

approach. Working closely with end users, product designers, documentation experts, marketing and 

sales personnel, and board level staff, Kisters understands their requirements and can model the software 

to address them respectively. This ensures companies get a bespoke software tool that is fast and easy to 

use, rather than an expensive and over-specified package. 

While 3DViewStation’s customisation proficiencies has impressed Design Rule, the PLM expert 

believes its performance really sets it apart from its competitors. Allowing quick file viewing, 

measurement, sectioning and mark-up, the software boasts a range of useful capabilities. It also works 

seamlessly with extremely large assemblies, able to select 5,000 parts of a specific colour in a 100,000-

part assembly in a single second, for example. This represents a particularly helpful attribute for the 

automotive, aerospace and machinery manufacturing environments, where speed and accuracy is vital. 

3DViewStation supports a wide range of formats, including CATIA, CreoElements/Pro-Engineer, 

SolidWorks, Inventor, SolidEdge, Parasolid and neutral formats, such as STEP, 3D-PDF and JT. Also a 

2D viewer for two-dimensional drawings, the 3D viewer is also compatible with DWG, DXF, DWF, 

HPGL and PDF, as well as Office documents and other image file formats. 

Stripping away some of the more unnecessary functions associated with CAD software and 3D viewers, 

as well as designing an interface that resembles typical Microsoft Office programmes, Kisters has 

produced a user-friendly solution. Enhancing its user-friendliness, the same application programme 

interface (APIs) runs on the desktop app and web version. 

3DViewStation is designed to be used with a PLM, ERP, or other management systems, and is 

distributed in the UK exclusively by Design Rule. 

Click here to return to Contents 

EMA PCB Clustering for OrCAD Accelerates Design Reuse and Component Placement 

5 April 2017 

EMA Design Automation® has just released PCB Clustering™ for OrCAD®. “As designs become more 

complex and project timelines more compressed, it’s important to identify opportunities to enhance 

design processes,” said Manny Marcano, president and CEO of EMA. “PCB Clustering for OrCAD 

provides AutoClustering technology, intelligent design (IP) reuse, and replication technology that can 

significantly reduce board placement time.” 

PCB Clustering for OrCAD resides directly in the OrCAD PCB Editor canvas. Related components are 

typically grouped together in the schematic. PCB Clustering can leverage this information to auto-

generate tiled placement clusters. These clusters can be based on hierarchy, pages, reference designator 

prefixes/suffixes and/or ROOM properties defined in the schematic. This allows designers to get a quick 
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logical grouping in the physical realm, enabling faster placement. 

Once you have defined your clusters, PCB Clustering can automatically replicate that configuration 

using its matching algorithm by finding other like circuits in the design. This innovative bottom-up 

approach allows for partial match configurations and works regardless of component orientation. 

Clusters can be saved for reuse as a template that contains net topology, placement information, and 

etch. Templates can be referenced and used in current and subsequent designs. Creating a library of 

templates allows the design team to raise their level of abstraction by focusing on placement by template 

(group of components) as opposed to one part at a time. 

“PCB Clustering for OrCAD adds scalability to the core OrCAD toolset,” added Marcano. “Scalability 

options allow different companies and industries to manage their costs versus their time-to-market 

challenges, and in this way we are responding to our customers’ dynamic and demanding needs.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Fujitsu and Oracle Launch Fujitsu SPARC M12 Servers with World’s Fastest Per-Core Performance 

4 April 2017 

Fujitsu Limited and Oracle today announced the launch of Fujitsu SPARC M12, a new lineup of 

enterprise servers now available worldwide. 

Featuring Fujitsu’s new SPARC64 XII processor, Fujitsu SPARC M12 servers achieve the world’s 

highest per CPU core performance (*1) in arithmetic processing, offering dramatic improvements for a 

wide range of database workloads, from mission-critical systems on premises to big data processing in 

the cloud. 

The new Fujitsu SPARC M12 servers join the vibrant SPARC technology ecosystem, and together with 

Oracle’s SPARC systems they leverage the unique security and scalability features of the Oracle Solaris 

operating system, as well as the efficiency and versatility of the Oracle VM Server for SPARC 

virtualization software. 

Fujitsu SPARC M12 servers are offered in two models: the two-processor Fujitsu SPARC M12-2 server, 

and the Fujitsu SPARC M12-2S server, which can be expanded incrementally to a maximum of 32 

processors. 

The new servers can help customers optimize investments in ICT infrastructure and create new value 

based on cutting-edge digital technology. 

The forerunner of the Fujitsu SPARC M12 servers, the Fujitsu M10 server line, has been adopted by 

many customers as the core of their ICT infrastructure. Fujitsu M10 servers have contributed to 

optimized ICT investments by providing stable processing power for mission-critical databases at the 

foundation of corporate business, and reduced search time for information databases used in corporate 

marketing to 1/300th that of previous technology. 

In recent years, as the Internet of Things (IoT), big data and artificial intelligence (AI) have become 

more prevalent in companies and society, there has been an ever-increasing volume of data to be 

processed, leading to demands for even greater performance, combined with a reduction in operational 

and management costs. 

Features of the Fujitsu SPARC M12 
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1. Supporting customers’ digital transformation by providing high-speed processing 

Performance per CPU core is a significant measure to consider when increasing data processing 

efficiency, and Fujitsu SPARC M12 servers offer up to 2.5 times better core performance compared to 

the previous Fujitsu M10 models. The Fujitsu-developed SPARC64 XII processor, with the world’s 

highest per core performance, maximizes processing capability in mission-critical systems and databases 

without increasing server complexity, contributing to the optimization of customer IT investments. 

 

Software on Chip (*2), a feature carried on from the Fujitsu M10, accelerates database processing by 

leveraging the fact that use of in-memory databases for processing large volumes of data has been very 

effective in the cloud, expanding the number of simultaneous searches to twice that of the Fujitsu M10 

when processing with Oracle Database In-Memory. The Fujitsu SPARC M12, which can dramatically 

accelerate a wide range of data processing, supports the digital transformations of customers by 

improving the efficiency of mission-critical systems, speeding up decision-making using big data, and 

improving customer services through multilateral information analyses. 

  

2. Stable operations with industry-first, new cooling technology 

Fujitsu cutting-edge IT expertise has been used to develop Vapor and Liquid Loop Cooling (VLLC) 

technology (*3). This industry-first cooling technology reliably cools the interior of the server through 

the phase change of liquid to vapor, roughly doubling cooling efficiency (*4), and enabling safe and 

stable operations when building a private cloud environment with multiple Fujitsu SPARC M12 servers 

installed in a data center. 

  

3. Optimized operations and management costs suited for business growth 

Fujitsu SPARC M12 servers provide CPU Core Activation functionality, for configuring CPU resources 

one core at a time from a minimum of just two cores per server. CPU Core Activation allows servers to 

be configured to meet business needs, with the dynamic flexibility to grow as needed. 

 

The high-end Fujitsu SPARC M12-2S model offers additional scalability in the form of building block 

architecture to connect additional Fujitsu SPARC M12-2S server chassis to form flexible scale-up and 

scale-out servers. By connecting a maximum of 16 building blocks, a single system with over 3,000 

CPU threads can be created. Fujitsu SPARC M12-2S servers provide an ideal foundation for private 

cloud implementations by mitigating initial investment risks while allowing for gradual expansion. 

  

4. Supporting business continuity with stable system operation 

Building on the Fujitsu mainframe heritage and the trusted RAS features (*5) found in Fujitsu M10 

servers, Fujitsu SPARC M12 servers provide error detection and recovery mechanisms for error 

protection across all processor circuits, supporting stable operation of mission-critical processing. 

 

Comment from Toshiyuki Awai, Managing Executive Officer, COO, IT Services Group, ITOCHU 

Techno-Solutions Corporation 

ITOCHU Techno-Solutions Corporation (CTC) welcome the announcement of a new product to the 

SPARC platform. Leveraging our broad implementation experience and SPARC server know-how, CTC 

have been offering safety and confidence to customers by providing various services, such as POC, 

system integrations and operations or maintenance support services. I am confident that the combination 
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of SPARC servers, equipped with the world’s highest performance processor, the SPARC64 XII, and 

CTC’s solutions and services will contribute to optimizing customers’ IT investments. 

Comment from Edward Screven, Chief Corporate Architect, Oracle Corporation 

Oracle and Fujitsu have worked together for more than three decades to produce SPARC systems 

satisfying the demanding requirements of mission critical infrastructure. Fujitsu SPARC M12 servers 

featuring the new SPARC64 XII processor for extreme core performance is an exciting addition to the 

SPARC family, allowing customers to address their most difficult computing challenges with systems 

that offer both high performance and enterprise reliability. 

Comment from Akira Kabemoto, SEVP, Fujitsu 

The revolutionary technology of the Fujitsu SPARC M12 enables real-time connections between people, 

businesses and a variety of things, and represents a step toward achieving Fujitsu’s aim of a Human 

Centric Intelligent Society. In addition to the Fujitsu SPARC M12, which is a result of close 

collaboration between Fujitsu and Oracle, Fujitsu will continue to develop cutting-edge technology that 

contributes to the creation of new value and supports customers in expanding their businesses. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Integration of Altair’s Geomechanics Director with Rockfield’s Elfen Solver Boosts Geomechanical 

Post-Processing Capabilities 

6 April 2017 

Altair’s Geomechanics Director (GeoD), a custom software and services solution that dramatically 

increases efficiency of Mechanical Earth Modelling, has been successfully integrated 

with Rockfield’s Elfen technology. This integration gives Engineers and Scientists greatly enhanced 

post-processing capabilities for Geomechanics applications; including the ability to read and post-

process Elfen results in GeoD. One of the highlights is the ability to visualize Elfen results, seamlessly, 

as large as 60 gigabytes in size. This capability increases throughput and enables analysts to focus on 

scenarios of greater complexity and physics with an easy to use tool. This increases the technical 

proficiency and knowledge at the organizational level by leveraging state of the art technologies. 

 

Rockfield solver, Elfen, is a state-of-the-art Discrete Finite Element Solver for widespread applications 

within Geomechanics. Its capabilities include large strain simulations of the evolution of geological 

structures, predicting static and dynamic responses of subsurface at reservoir scale, modelling the 

wellbore as well as answering challenging fracture design problems at multiple scales.  

 

“We are very happy to work with Rockfield as we integrate Elfen unique solutions in the GeoD. This 

will help our customers facing a wide range of complex challenges within Geomechanics. We are 

looking forward to the benefits customers of both companies will gain from this alliance,” Jorge Pena, 

GeoD Project Manager, Altair.  

 

“Rockfield are excited about the opportunity of once again opening up integration options with leading 

edge 3rd party software solutions, such as Altair, in order to provide to both our existing and new clients 

the opportunity of embedding the Elfen software into their already established software workflows and 

to assist in making the solutions to advanced geomechanical applications a reality,” John Cain, CEO, 

Rockfield Global Technologies. 

http://www.altair.com/
http://www.rockfieldglobal.com/software/geomechanical/
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Intergraph® Process, Power & Marine Releases CADWorx® Plant 2017 R1 

6 April 2017 

Intergraph® Process, Power & Marine (PP&M), part of Hexagon, together with Bricsys®, worldwide 

provider of the BricsCAD® DWG platform, today announced the release of Intergraph 

CADWorx® Plant 2017 R1. 

This new release includes the most complete DWG file-based range of tools for effective plant design 

and offers unparalleled flexibility and collaboration, including the option to run on the AutoCAD® or 

BricsCAD platform. 

"Clients have requested other design platform options, and we are ready to deliver. Our valued 

customers now have the ability to run the latest release of CADWorx on their choice of BricsCAD or 

AutoCAD platforms," said Rick Allen, president of Intergraph CADWorx & Analysis Solutions. 

By including the ability to choose the design platform, CADWorx continues to expand upon and provide 

powerful and adaptive tools that enable quick and easy creation of fully intelligent 3D plant models. 

CADWorx continues to provide users with all the familiar benefits, ensuring every plant designer and 

engineer has the tools they need to complete projects efficiently. 

BricsCAD is best known for its feature-rich combination of 2D drawing and 3D modeling and is 

available in three editions: 

 BricsCAD Classic offers cost-effective entry to CAD, focusing primarily on 2D 

 BricsCAD Pro adds 3D modeling, access to all programming tools and third-party applications 

 BricsCAD Platinum adds advanced features such as 3D constraints, assembly modeling and 

access to powerful BIM and sheet metal modules 

"CADWorx gives the same high degree of performance on both BricsCAD and AutoCAD platforms. 

Users will like the cost and the flexible licensing. BricsCAD Pro and BricsCAD Platinum are cost-

effective and budget-friendly," said Keith Denton, vice president of Business Development, Intergraph 

CADWorx & Analysis Solutions. 

"It was great to work together with the CADWorx team to port such a powerful suite of engineering 

software to our platform. We have built a real choice for CADWorx customers that offers everything 

they are used to without the need for additional training," said Erik De Keyser, CEO of Bricsys. 

Click here to return to Contents 

NGC Introduces the Andromeda Cloud Platform for the Connected Enterprise, Enabling Fashion 

Brands and Retailers to Optimize Lead Times and Improve Profits 

5 April 2017 

NGC Software today announced the release and general availability of its next-generation Andromeda 

cloud platform for fashion retailers and brand owners. Andromeda powers the Connected Enterprise by 

bringing together all departments – Merchandising, Product Development, Sourcing, Compliance, 

Purchasing, Production, Quality, Logistics, Marketing and Sales – in a single cloud-based solution that 

http://www.ngcsoftware.com/
https://www.ngcsoftware.com/landing/ngcandromedacloudplatform/
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connects vendors, suppliers and other providers. 

Andromeda is an innovative cloud-based platform offering an intuitive user interface, advanced 

functionality, greater scalability and faster performance. Andromeda provides a single platform, with 

core PLM and supply chain functionality that can centralize and share information created in other 

legacy PLM, ERP, SCM, Planning and Point-of-Sale solutions. 

Andromeda enables retailers and brand owners to achieve the levels of performance and responsiveness 

that are necessary to thrive in today’s highly competitive retail environment. With Andromeda, all 

global users share information and can quickly react to rapidly changing market trends. As a result, 

retailers and brand owners can optimize lead times, reduce expenses, improve quality and maximize 

company revenue and profit. 

“The retail industry is changing at light speed,” said Mark Burstein, president of sales, marketing and 

R&D, NGC Software. “Concepts like demand-driven supply chain, lead time optimization and 

omnichannel distribution all mean one thing: give consumers what they want, when and where they 

want it. To do this, retailers and brand owners must react faster than ever to the latest data and trends. 

Andromeda is the solution to this great challenge.“ 

Andromeda enables the Connected Enterprise by keeping every user and every department synchronized 

and allowing companies to react instantly to the latest sales, forecast and production data. As a result, 

companies can take advantage of real-time sales information to adjust in-season plans. In the Connected 

Enterprise powered by Andromeda, sales data is immediately available throughout an organization, 

allowing every department to quickly respond and align. 

NGC will showcase the Andromeda cloud platform at its Panorama User Conference, May 16-18 in Fort 

Lauderdale.  

Click here to return to Contents 

octoScope Introduces BOX-18, New Compact Stackable and Rackable Chamber for IoT and Mesh 

testing in Over-the-Air Controlled Environment 

2 April 2017 

octoScope today introduced the latest addition to the octoBox® product line, the compact, stackable, and 

rackable BOX-18 test chamber. Like all octoBox models, BOX-18 provisions an optimal environment 

for isolated over-the-air (OTA) testing. With 16 RF connectors (8 on each side) addressing even 

advanced MIMO configurations, BOX-18 is ideal for testing and evaluating the performance of a wide 

variety of wireless mesh and Internet of Things (IoT) topologies, including Wi-Fi extenders, handoff 

behavior, load balancing, and performance optimization. 

Measuring only 18 inches wide by 12 inches high by 29 inches deep and fully rack-mountable, BOX-18 

is ideal for high-density, compact installations where each individual device under test (DUT) requires 

its own isolated environment. This is particularly important in mesh, IoT, and similar test situations, 

where collocating devices in a single larger chamber could result in mutual interference. BOX-18 makes 

it easy to customize test configurations, and to modify these with minimal effort. BOX-18 is thus ideal 

for a broad range of wireless testing scenarios, with complete interoperability with the larger BOX-26 

and BOX-38 octoBox models and the remainder of the octoScope product line, including the 

quadAtten® programmable attenuator, iGenTM interference generator, Pal® client and AP emulators, 

monitors, load generators, MPE2 multipath emulator, and a broad array of test and analysis software. 

http://ngcpanorama.com/
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octoScope provides the most robust and capable wireless testing solutions available today. BOX-18 

enables flexible new testbed topologies for product developers, manufacturers, and carriers and 

operators everywhere. 

Benefits of Complete Environmental isolation  

It’s nearly impossible to test and evaluate wireless devices in open-air, “freespace” settings, especially in 

the unlicensed bands used by Wi-Fi, Bluetooth, and many other products. Radio-wave propagation 

cannot be controlled, or even predicted, and interference is always a concern. 

The octoBox product line provisions complete isolation from the unmanageable real world, creating a 

controlled and repeatable environment that enables level-playing-field comparisons, precise 

reproducibility, and productivity-optimizing ease of use. Such common tests as throughput vs. range, 

throughput vs. orientation, throughput vs. interference, channel- and rate-adaptation behavior, error-rate 

analysis, and many more are made easy via the octoBox and other members of the octoScope product 

family. 

BOX-18 provides the same broad set of capabilities and benefits as the other members of the octoBox 

family. Standard features include complete isolation from outside interference, filtered ventilation and 

filtered data and power ports, and a replaceable door gasket. The octoBox is effective across a very 

board range frequencies, from 700 MHz. to 6 GHz. 

“We’ve been testing wireless products for more than two decades, and the octoBox has dramatically 

improved both our productivity and the accuracy of our results,” said Craig Mathias of the wireless and 

mobile advisory firm Farpoint Group. “BOX-18’s compact size means we can configure tests of 

meaningful scale in minimal physical space, especially important when examining the behavior of mesh 

and IoT products.” 
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PTC Introduces Kinex, a New Generation of Industrial IoT Applications Built on ThingWorx 

6 April 2017 

PTC today announced the launch of the Kinex™ product family, a new brand that will consist of 

Industrial Internet of Things (IoT) applications. This new generation of IoT apps will enable companies 

to simplify their digital transformation and accelerate time to value. Kinex role-based applications are 

designed to unify data from enterprise systems and the sensored physical world, and deliver user 

information and insight in context to enable users to improve decision making and performance. The 

Kinex applications, built on the ThingWorx® Industrial IoT platform, will enable users to change how 

products are designed, manufactured, serviced, and experienced. 

The first application branded under the Kinex product family is the Kinex™ Navigate™ application. 

Kinex Navigate has seen rapid adoption, with more than 125,000 seats sold to date. Kinex Navigate 

allows stakeholders across the company to access and use product data sourced from multiple systems of 

record in a simple, modern, role-based interface. Leveraged with PTC’s award-

winning Windchill®system for smart, connected PLM, the Kinex Navigate app breaks down silos in the 

product lifecycle with simple and easy universal data access. Stakeholders in the product’s lifecycle 

have access to accurate and up-to-date product information, enabling users to drive better product 

decisions. 

PTC will be releasing additional Kinex applications, built on PTC’s leading ThingWorx IoT platform. 

http://www.ptc.com/kinex
http://www.thingworx.com/
http://www.ptc.com/navigate
http://www.ptc.com/product-lifecycle-management/windchill
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The development capabilities of ThingWorx enable partners and customers to add functionality and 

features that extend the Kinex applications to meet business requirements. 

"Data from medical device manufacturers resides in multiple business systems. By leveraging the 

ThingWorx Industrial IoT platform and Kinex Navigate solution, KPIT is able to aggregate data from 

various business systems and apply our business process and medical device expertise to bring useful 

role-based apps to the market,” said David Bartlett, North America Head, Extended PLM, KPIT. 

“Kinex role-based applications will enable customers to rapidly adopt and realize value from their 

digital transformation initiatives,” said Peter Vescuso, chief customer journey officer, PTC. “Kinex 

Navigate is seeing increased adoption in the market as companies look to leverage the Industrial IoT to 

improve their competitive advantage and increase the value delivered to their customers. As we work 

with hundreds of our global manufacturing customers worldwide, we understand the challenges and 

technology requirements that Industrial IoT presents. We will deliver more new and innovative Kinex 

applications that support and enable Industrial IoT initiatives.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Stromasys Announces First Cross-Platform Server Emulation Solution for Oracle Cloud 

5 April 2017 

Stromasys, a pioneer in legacy server emulators and Gold level member of Oracle PartnerNetwork, 

announces Charon as the first solution to migrate SPARC, Alpha, VAX, and HP 3000 critical 

applications to the Oracle Cloud Platform. 

The Stromasys Charon on Oracle Cloud offering enables SPARC applications to run on the cloud in a 

reliable and cost-effective way, within just a matter of days. 

“We are thrilled to offer a robust cloud solution to our customers by collaborating with Oracle,” says 

John Prot, Stromasys CEO. “This is the perfect fit for our SUN SPARC emulator, powered by the 

reliable Charon technology for which Stromasys is renowned.” 

“The cloud represents a huge opportunity for our partner community,” said David Hicks, vice president, 

ISV, OEM and Java Business Development, Oracle. “Stromasys’ Charon technology coupled with 

Oracle Cloud can help deliver effective solutions for migrating SUN SPARC environments.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Wipro Adds MicroStrategy 10™ Platform to its Portfolio for Enterprise Analytics and Data 

Visualization Solutions 

3 April 2017 

MicroStrategy® Incorporated (MSTR) today announced its alliance with Wipro Limited to offer 

enterprise analytics and data visualization solutions. Under this alliance, Wipro will offer the 

MicroStrategy 10 platform to its global client base across industries. 

Wipro's expertise in delivering end-to-end Business Intelligence (BI) solutions, combined with 

MicroStrategy’s leading enterprise analytics platform, will widen the scope and scale of robust 

enterprise analytics and visualization solutions offered to Wipro clientele. 

Developing a modern, intuitive analytics solution powerful enough to transform large data volumes is 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stromasys.com%2Fsolutions%2Fcharon-on-oracle-cloud%2F&esheet=51536554&newsitemid=20170405005193&lan=en-US&anchor=Charon+on+Oracle+Cloud&index=1&md5=a80b4b281236e90b4516ad98fbc3e07f
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.microstrategy.com%2Fus%2F&esheet=51534849&newsitemid=20170403005402&lan=en-US&anchor=MicroStrategy&index=1&md5=901a2bdcde6b4a200706adcfb6b48455
http://finance.yahoo.com/q?s=mstr
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wipro.com%2F&esheet=51534849&newsitemid=20170403005402&lan=en-US&anchor=Wipro+Limited&index=2&md5=5a5c582f19863f06274dfa9dffee554e
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still considered a pain point by enterprises. Wipro has a portfolio of scalable, easy-to-use, and ready-to-

deploy BI and analytics solutions for its customers. MicroStrategy 10 will be an integral part of Wipro’s 

SNIPE-BI Transformation Solution. We expect this solution will also standardize and implement 

governance, migration frameworks, tools and accelerators, all while simplifying the customer experience 

and saving cost and time resources. 

Wipro and MicroStrategy will jointly go to market with industry-specific solutions and accelerators. The 

companies will collaborate and drive the resultant synergies to their customers to deliver a self-service 

analytics culture. MicroStrategy is also setting up a dedicated MicroStrategy Academy to support the 

skilled technicians deploying the alliance. 

Pallab Deb, Vice President & Global Head, Analytics - Wipro Limited said, “Wipro’s clients from a 

wide range of industries look to us for guidance on the latest data analytics technology. We are confident 

that the integration of the MicroStrategy 10 platform with Wipro’s SNIPE-BI Transformation Solution 

will add value to our customers.” 

“Leading businesses deploy MicroStrategy’s enterprise-ready applications across their enterprise to 

monitor performance in real-time, scale to thousands, and find answers to some of the world’s toughest 

questions,” said Michael J. Saylor, CEO, MicroStrategy Incorporated. “They also choose MicroStrategy 

because of our vibrant technology partner ecosystem. Through Wipro’s consultants working in more 

than 20 industries, MicroStrategy will extend its global footprint to help organizations and their people 

discover new opportunities and make better decisions. We believe this alliance and our combined 

technological prowess and industry experience will deliver a superior enterprise analytics solution that 

can create competitive advantages and drive business growth.” 
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ZWCAD 2017 SP3 Release: 3D Modeling Dynamic Preview and More 

6 April 2017 

ZWSOFT announced today the public availability of the ZWCAD 2017 SP3, the latest update of the 

company’s flagship product for 2D drawings. Newest major release adds 3D Modeling Dynamic 

Preview, boosts stability and efficiency and further enhances user experience.  

New Function: 3D Modeling Dynamic Preview 

While using commands in Solid Menu, users can preview the 3D model in the drawing area. The 

previews are dynamic so users can see their positions and sizes.  

Enhanced Stability & Efficiency 

Much better stability and efficiency are two other stunning improvements in this release. Automatic 

testing has shown that the SP3 version has become much more stable when compared vertically and 

horizontally with the previous versions. Open and save errors reduce by 50% compared with the last 

version.  

A new kernel has been developed to bring a better performance in ZWCAD 2017, which makes the 

efficiency of some most frequently used operations, such as move, copy, rotate significantly improved. 

The speed of frequently used operations improves by 10%. The new 64bit version also brings the 

capability to deal with much larger drawings.  

“Every day we meet more and more customers and they express their strong demand for an extremely 

http://www.zwsoft.com/
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robust solution, and that’s exactly what the latest ZWCAD is improved to provide. At the same time, we 

keep discovering new features for better user experience for our customers.” Said Daniel Huang, 

Product Manager of ZWCAD. 
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