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CIMdata News  

Announcing Eurostep’s PDT Europe 2017 and CIMdata’s PLM Road Map 2017  

18 April 2017 

Eurostep, the long-time producer of PDT Europe, and CIMdata, the leading global PLM consulting and 

research firm, are pleased to announce the co-location of PDT Europe 2017 and PLM Road Map 2017. 

The two events will be held in conjunction with each other at Clarion Hotel Post in Gothenburg, 

Sweden. Participants can choose to attend one of the events or both with a discount. PLM Road Map 

will take place on October 17, while PDT Europe takes place on October 18-19. 

“With the successful co-location of PDT Europe and PLM Road Map in 2016 we decided to go with the 

same concept in 2017,” says Mr. Håkan Kårdén, CEO, Eurostep Group. “The PDT Europe 2017 theme 

is: Continuous Transformation of PLM to Support the Lifecycle Model-Based Enterprise. This is highly 

relevant to the PDT Europe community but also to participants of CIMdata’s PLM Road Map. Once 

again, we plan to deliver three high quality days with superior value to participants and sponsors,” added 

Mr. Kårdén. 

“CIMdata is committed to delivering high client value with our PLM Road Map conferences,” says Mr. 

Peter Bilello, President of CIMdata. “We are excited to announce the second year of our collaboration 

with Eurostep and the co-location of PLM Road Map 2017 with Eurostep's PDT Europe 2017. CIMdata 

has been a co-organizer of PDT Europe for several years and we feel confident that combining the two 

events will be highly attractive to the global PLM community,” added Mr. Bilello.  

For information about PDT Europe see www.pdteurope.com 

For information about PLM Road Map 2017 see http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/plm-

conferences/2017-plmrm-pdt 

 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize 

an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered 

world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods on PLM solutions. These solutions 

incorporate both business processes and a wide-ranging set of PLM-enabling technologies. 

CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and providers of technologies and services seeking 

competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, 

provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The 

company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences 

worldwide. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia- 

http://www.pdteurope.com/
http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/plm-conferences/2017-plmrm-pdt
http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/plm-conferences/2017-plmrm-pdt
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Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website at www.CIMdata.com, follow us on 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews, or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann 

Arbor, MI 48108, USA, Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV 

Weert, The Netherlands, Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

About Eurostep Group 

Eurostep delivers software and services for product lifecycle management with a particular focus on the 

exchange and sharing of data within and between enterprises. Services range from pre-studies to the 

implementation and support of systems. Eurostep has subsidiaries in Sweden, the UK, France, Finland, 

Germany, and the US and has blue-chip customers in a variety of industries including automotive, 

aerospace, defense, energy, high tech, and building & construction. 

Click here to return to Contents 

CIMdata to Host Free Webinar on The Essential Role of PLM in the Adoption of Additive 

Manufacturing into Mainstream Production 

20 April 2017 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic management consulting and research firm, announces 

an upcoming free educational webinar, “The Essential Role of PLM in the Adoption of Additive 

Manufacturing into Mainstream Production.” The webinar will take place on Thursday, May 25, 2017 at 

11:00 a.m. (EDT) and will last for one hour. 

Over the years, Additive Manufacturing (AM) has been primarily used to produce models, prototypes, 

and one-off parts made of non-production ready materials, so governance of enterprise solutions, such as 

PLM, was not required. Now, with recent advances in materials science, new high performance AM 

machines, improved CAD and simulation tools, together with commercial pressures to make things in 

lower volumes but faster, lighter, stronger, and more cheaply, an exciting new era for AM is emerging. 

To fully adopt AM into production, it needs to be assimilated into an organization’s main processes and 

business solutions. Engineers approach design using the 5,000-year-old paradigm that parts are made, 

then assembled, and eventually become products. Adopting Design-for-Additive-Manufacturing 

(DFAM) principles, closely coupled with AM manufacturing processes, is essential. 

According to CIMdata’s Director for Additive Manufacturing Strategy, James White, “We have been 

designing and making things the same way for about 5,000 years. From the ancient Saccara tombs and 

pyramids to the Freedom Tower in New York City, even an iPhone; we envision, design, make parts, 

assemble parts in sequence, and eventually create the hoped for structure or product that conforms to 

aesthetic and quality standards; all within budget and on time. AM offers a new approach entirely. To 

truly leverage AM in production, engineers must unlearn 5,000 years of design and manufacturing 

conventions, and think how to design for AM.” 

This webinar will highlight some known issues in managing AM data, the risk of doing nothing, the role 

of PLM to mitigate the risk, and will offer a pragmatic step-by-step plan to implement PLM to manage 

AM parts. 

The webinar will be useful to VP's of strategy, CIO's, CTO's, IT leaders, systems analysts, ERP 

architects, PLM architects, support managers, VP's of manufacturing, manufacturing planners, supply 

chain and procurement professionals, CAD managers, PLM managers, and anyone wanting to learn 

more about the adoption of AM into mainstream manufacturing. 

http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews
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During the webinar attendees will have the opportunity to ask questions about the topics discussed. To 

find out more, visit: http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/educational-webinars/webinar-the-essential-

role-of-plm-in-the-adoption-of-additive-manufacturing-am-into-mainstream-production. To register for 

this webinar please visit: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4481851668756985858. 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize 

an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered 

world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods on PLM solutions. These solutions 

incorporate both business processes and a wide-ranging set of PLM-enabling technologies. 

CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and providers of technologies and services seeking 

competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, 

provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The 

company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences 

worldwide. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia- 

Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website at www.CIMdata.com, follow us on 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews, or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann 

Arbor, MI 48108, USA, Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV 

Weert, The Netherlands, Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Oracle's Cloud Strategy 

21 April 2017 

CIMdata's Vice President of Research, Stan Przybylinski, recently sat down with Oracle's Vice President 

for PLM Products, John Kelley, so that he could learn more about Oracle's cloud strategy. Among the 

topics on the table for discussion were:  

 

 What is the level of Oracle’s commitment to the cloud? 

 What about the ecosystem of infrastructure, applications, and other partners that are part of your 

offerings? 

 How does your solution and its go-to-market address the issues raised by your customers and 

prospects? 

 Can you provide any Information on your installed base to date? 

 How are your offerings going to evolve in the short to medium term? 

Learn the answers to these questions and more in the full blog post available at: 

http://www.cimdata.com/en/resources/cimdata-blog/item/8004-oracle-s-cloud-strategy-an-interview-

with-john-kelley 

Click here to return to Contents 

http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/educational-webinars/webinar-the-essential-role-of-plm-in-the-adoption-of-additive-manufacturing-am-into-mainstream-production
http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/educational-webinars/webinar-the-essential-role-of-plm-in-the-adoption-of-additive-manufacturing-am-into-mainstream-production
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4481851668756985858
http://www.cimdata.com/
http://www.cimdata.com/en/resources/cimdata-blog/item/8004-oracle-s-cloud-strategy-an-interview-with-john-kelley
http://www.cimdata.com/en/resources/cimdata-blog/item/8004-oracle-s-cloud-strategy-an-interview-with-john-kelley
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Acquisitions 

HPE Completes Acquisition of Nimble Storage 

17 April 2017 

Hewlett Packard Enterprise today announced that it has completed its acquisition of Nimble Storage, 

Inc., the San Jose, Calif.-based provider of predictive all-flash and hybrid-flash storage solutions. HPE 

paid $12.50 per share in cash representing a net cash purchase price at closing of $1.0 billion. In 

addition to the purchase price, HPE assumed or paid out Nimble’s unvested equity awards, with a value 

of approximately $200 million at closing. 

The acquisition of Nimble strengthens HPE’s leadership in Hybrid IT and: 

 Expands HPE’s position in the high-growth flash storage market, which was estimated to be 

approximately $15 billion in 2016 and nearly $20 billion by 2020, with the all-flash segment 

growing at a nearly 17 percent compound annual growth rate [1].  

 Creates a comprehensive, leading-edge storage portfolio by bringing together Nimble’s 

predictive flash offerings for the entry to midrange segments with HPE’s scalable midrange to 

high-end 3PAR solutions, SimpliVity solutions and affordable MSA products. 

 Accelerates Nimble’s growth momentum by bringing together complementary product portfolios 

and leveraging HPE’s expansive go-to-market capability, partner ecosystem and leading server 

platform. 

“This deal, in combination with our recent acquisitions, helps deliver on our vision of making Hybrid IT 

simple for our customers,” said Antonio Neri, EVP and GM, Enterprise Group, HPE. “Through these 

strategic investments, we are continuing to strengthen and deepen our portfolio of next generation, 

software-defined, differentiated solutions that meet the new challenges our customers are facing.” 

Nimble was founded in 2007 and has approximately 1,300 employees worldwide. The company 

delivered revenue of $402 million in its most recent fiscal year, up 25 percent year over year.  

The acquisition is expected to be accretive to HPE earnings in the first full fiscal year following the 

close. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Wercker Joins Oracle 

17 April 2017 

Through our focus on container lifecycle management, Wercker’s mission has always been to enable 

developers to focus on what matters most: innovating and building great products and applications in a 

simple, repeatable and reliable way. Wercker empowers organizations and their development teams to 

achieve continuous integration and continuous delivery (CI/CD) goals with micro-services and Docker. 

This is brought to life through our container-centric and cloud-native automation platform comprised of 

our local command line interface (CLI), online SaaS platform and API. 

With this in mind, I am excited to share that Oracle today announced that it has signed a definitive 

agreement to acquire Wercker. Wercker’s Docker-based platform has a strong, rapidly growing user 

base as companies, large and small, transition to container-based workloads. Developers will now have 
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access to a strong Docker-based portfolio as part of Oracle PaaS and IaaS. We are excited to join Oracle 

and bring even more value to our customers as part of Oracle’s cloud computing platform.  

“Oracle already offers differentiated, enterprise-class IaaS and PaaS for companies building and running 

Internet applications and cloud services,” said Mark Cavage, Vice President, Product Development, 

Oracle. “Wercker greatly enhances the Oracle portfolio with a compelling Docker-based automation 

product and will accelerate the productivity of developers, across the entire spectrum, from the 

enterprise to the open source community.” 

Read Wercker’s full announcement on their blog: http://blog.wercker.com/oracle 

Click here to return to Contents 

Company News 

Arena Solutions Wins 2016-17 Cloud Award 

21 March 2017 

Arena Solutions announced that it has been named a winner in the 2016-2017 Cloud Awards Program 

for Best Project Management Cloud Service category. 

Now entering its seventh year, the cloud computing awards program celebrates excellence and 

innovation in the rapid-growth cloud computing market. The awards program accepts entries from 

across the globe, from organizations of any size. 

Said Kent Killmer, vice president of marketing at Arena, “We were the first to offer true cloud-based 

PLM, and we continue our legacy of innovation by being the first to offer a unified, multi-tenant SaaS 

cloud-based product development platform.” 

Unlike stand-alone solutions which trap information within a silo accessed by only a few key people, 

Arena provides a comprehensive, cloud-based product development platform that unites all engineering, 

quality, manufacturing and operation disciplines in the creation of innovative connected products. In the 

Fall of 2016, the company added ALM (application lifecycle management) capabilities with Arena 

Verify, which provides requirements, issue, bug and hardware defect management in a holistic product 

development solution that offers a unique combination of PLM, ALM, supply chain collaboration and 

quality management (QMS). 

Arena’s product development platform links collaborative development to the product record for a 

continuous improvement process that brings unprecedented visibility, traceability and flexibility to all 

the participants in the development process. Uniting the efforts of software, firmware, mechanical and 

electrical engineers allows them to innovate together to identify requirements, integrate designs and 

improve product quality to deliver products to market faster. Arena already has more than 250 customers 

in the emerging Internet of Things (IoT) space, demonstrating its strength among innovative companies 

designing complex, connected, cutting-edge products where ease of use, quality and time to market are 

critical. 

Over 300 organizations entered the 2016-2017 Cloud Awards, with entries coming from across the 

globe, covering the Americas, Australia, Europe and the Middle East.  

Click here to return to Contents 

https://www.cloud-awards.com/cloud-computing-awards/
http://www.arenasolutions.com/products/alm/
http://www.arenasolutions.com/products/alm/
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CAST Becomes Member of ESD Alliance 

18 April 2017 

The Electronic System Design Alliance (ESD Alliance), an international association of companies 

providing goods and services throughout the semiconductor design ecosystem, today announced 

Semiconductor intellectual property (SIP) provider CAST, Inc. has become a member. 

CAST, with its range of production-proven SIP cores that include controllers and processors, 

compression, peripherals, interconnect and security, and encryption, views the ESD Alliance's SIP 

Working Group as a valuable benefit. It joined the Alliance to become part of the group working on a 

common methodology and best practices for fingerprinting, and an end-to-end solution for tracking and 

auditing soft and hard IP. Additionally, CAST noted the networking opportunities afforded member 

companies as a reason for joining. 

"The IP market segment surpassed the historically larger CAE segment of Electronic Design 

Automation and needs focused, committed attention to a variety of business and technical 

requirements," remarks Nikos Zervas, chief executive officer of CAST. "The Alliance's SIP Working 

Group offers a forum for companies like CAST to identify new growth areas and advance the most 

effective means to deliver our technology." 

Adds Bob Smith, the ESD Alliance's executive director: "With its 23 years of SIP experience, CAST is 

helping drive the growth of the semiconductor design ecosystem with its broad range of IP. We're 

delighted to include CAST among our member roster and look to its experts for helping chart the 

direction of the SIP Working Group." 

Click here to return to Contents 

Fujitsu and Grid Partner to Jointly Develop AI Services 

17 April 2017 

Fujitsu Limited and Grid Inc. today announced a partnership agreement to jointly develop AI services 

combining Human Centric AI Zinrai, Fujitsu's AI technology, with ReNom, Grid's machine learning and 

deep learning framework. 

 

"Zinrai" encapsulates the systemized AI-related knowledge and technologies Fujitsu has accumulated 

for over 30 years. Now, in tandem with offering Fujitsu AI Solution Zinrai Platform Service, a platform 

supporting customer use of AI, Fujitsu is actively working to expand an ecosystem based on 

partnerships with companies that possess exceptional AI technology. 

 

Developed by Grid, ReNom is a framework for AI development incorporating libraries with a variety of 

highly practical algorithms, such as deep learning algorithms, optimization algorithms, and generative 

models. Because ReNom makes it easy for non-experts to build AI just by combining the parts of the 

library required without any complex programming, the time required to build an AI system can be 

reduced by over 40% compared to building one with a particular objective from scratch. 

 

Based on the new agreement, starting from April 2017 the two companies will use ReNom to build 

systems for customers to use AI. 

 

Moreover, the two companies will jointly develop new services combining Zinrai and ReNom, which 

http://www.esd-alliance.org/
http://www.cast-inc.com/
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will become part of the Zinrai Platform Service that Fujitsu provides as both cloud and on-premises 

services. 

 

In addition, with the aim of expanding their mutual business through this partnership, the two companies 

will also consider actively exchanging personnel to jointly promote projects with customers and to share 

AI-related knowledge and expertise. 

 

The two companies will provide a variety of services that combine Grid's machine learning and deep 

learning technologies and expertise with Fujitsu's enormous customer base in Japan and comprehensive 

ICT capabilities, including AI. In so doing, they will contribute to the business transformation of 

customers in a variety of fields, including manufacturing, retail and distribution, and help them to create 

new businesses. 

 

This partnership is one result of the third round of the MetaArc Venture Program, a part of Fujitsu's 

open innovation initiatives, which provides opportunities for alignment between Fujitsu's business units 

and startups. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Fujitsu Sets Out "Fujitsu Technology and Service Vision 2017,” Proposing a Unique Approach to 

Achieving Co-Creation by Leveraging Digital Technologies 

17 April 2017 

Fujitsu today released the latest evolution of its Fujitsu Technology and Service Vision. In conjunction 

with the creation of the 2017 edition of its Fujitsu Technology and Service Vision, in February 2017 

Fujitsu conducted a global survey relating to digital technologies, in which it surveyed 1,614 

management executives and decision makers across a wide range of companies. The survey yielded 

many findings related to the progress of digital transformation. Leveraging these findings, this year's 

Vision proposes a unique approach to co-creation utilizing digital technologies (Digital Co-creation), 

which Fujitsu believes will become a business norm in an emerging digital society. It also outlines 

practical steps technology leaders should take to maximize the value of digital technologies. 

 

Now, digital technologies are changing business, society, and our daily lives. Many companies and 

organizations have already embarked on digital transformation in such areas as marketing, workstyles, 

and operations and maintenance. Moreover, such transformational initiatives have delivered tangible 

business outcomes in the form of increased revenue and improved customer relationships, for instance. 

Digital Co-creation is an approach of blending business expertise with digital technologies and creating 

new value together with customers and partners to shape a different future. 

 

Fujitsu has issued the Fujitsu Technology and Service Vision annually from April 2013. Central to 

Fujitsu's vision is empowering people with digital technology, to create significant value for business 

and society. Fujitsu calls this approach Human Centric Innovation, which is the key to driving digital 

transformation. 

 

The four key messages of the Fujitsu Technology and Service Vison 2017 are as follows. 

 

1. People in the digital era: new Digital Business Workforce combines promise of digital technologies 
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with human creativity 

 

The capabilities of artificial intelligence (AI) and autonomous robots will continue to advance, helping 

people work more productively, while also automating many types of work. In addition, intelligent 

systems will employ AI to learn from data, generating new insights and supporting people in making 

optimal decisions. This will create the potential for people to achieve new breakthroughs. In this way, it 

is expected that, through continuous learning via the coordination of people and AI, a new type of 

Digital Business Workforce will emerge, leading to the generation of further innovations. In the digital 

era, a human centric approach will become even more important. In conjunction with advancements in 

AI, people must be more human than ever. 

 

2. Co-creating digital business: generating value in the Digital Arena 

 

Today, companies are increasingly incorporating digital technologies into a wide range of value-creating 

processes, such as sales and marketing, research and development, manufacturing, and logistics, to 

undertake their transformations. The following three transformational forces of digital technologies are 

accelerating changes: 

- Intelligence: using AI to learn from huge volumes of data and generate insights 

- Connectivity: transforming business by connecting internal operations and connecting external 

ecosystem partners 

- Customer-orientation: creating experiences tailored to each individual customer 

 

These three forces of digital will transform a broad range of industries into Digital Arenas, where 

individual benefits and experiences are co-created by suppliers of services and products, their ecosystem 

partners and the users themselves. In a Digital Arena, innovation can be created by co-creation across 

the borders of existing industries. 

 

3. Digital society: aligning the shared objectives of business and society 

 

Digital technologies play an important role in helping to solve global challenges. To realize a safer, 

more prosperous, and sustainable world, it is essential that business objectives be aligned with the 

shared goals of society. The three forces of digital (intelligence, connectivity, and customer-orientation) 

will enable the emergence of a new networked society where Digital Areas are mutually connected. 

 

Fujitsu calls this a Human Centric Intelligent Society. By generating innovative value through co-

creation between citizens, companies, and public organizations, Fujitsu believes difficult challenges can 

be resolved. 

 

4. Connected Services: toward the co-creation of digital transformations 

 

For business and society to achieve digital transformation, a new digital technology architecture is 

required to connect all kinds of things and learn from the collected data to generate new insights. This 

will enable people to make better decisions and achieve outcomes. That is why Fujitsu is focusing on 

four core technologies, including AI, the Internet of Things (IoT), the Cloud, and Security. Fujitsu will 

combine these four and other digital technologies to deliver Connected Services. Fujitsu will provide 

Connected Services on its MetaArc Digital Business Platform to produce real business outcomes and 
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achieve better customer experiences leveraging data-driven intelligence. 

 

Leveraging the knowledge it has gained in using the latest digital technologies and its track record in 

building and operating customer systems in a wide range of industries, Fujitsu aims to be the business 

partner of choice for achieving co-creation of digital transformations. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Fujitsu Surveys Business Leaders Across 15 Countries on the Status of Digital Transformation 

Initiatives 

18 April 2017 

Fujitsu today announced the results of its Global Digital Transformation Survey, in which it surveyed 

1,614 business leaders across 15 countries for the purpose of learning about the status of, and trends in, 

digital transformation initiatives. 

 

The survey results found that 89% of business leaders confirmed their organizations are undertaking 

digital transformation initiatives leveraging digital technologies such as artificial intelligence (AI) and 

the Internet of Things (IoT), and 34% of such initiatives had already delivered positive outcomes. In 

addition, the survey illuminated the key factors for success in digital transformation, as well as the 

challenges and necessary capabilities, and perceptions relating to AI. 

 

In light of these findings, Fujitsu will work with customers to further advance their digital 

transformations. 

 

Background 

 

Today, AI, IoT, and other digital technologies are becoming embedded into business and society, 

bringing about digital transformations and changing business and our daily lives across the globe. To 

understand the status of corporate digital transformation initiatives, their success factors and challenges, 

as well as requirements for technology partners, in February 2017, Fujitsu conducted a Global Digital 

Transformation Survey, and today released its results. 

 

Summary of Survey Findings 

- 89% of business leaders responded that their organizations are undertaking digital transformation 

initiatives. 34% of these initiatives had already delivered positive outcomes, contributing to business 

growth. 

- Important factors for successful digital transformations are having talented staff with the right skills 

and strong leadership, as well as the establishment of organizations that can respond to the speed of 

change of digital transformations. In addition, it is also necessary that co-creation be performed with 

technology partners which have the capability of digital technology. 

- In the digital era, professional knowledge of digital technology as well as creativity and imagination 

are in demand. To deliver positive outcomes from digital transformation initiatives, it is necessary to 

acquire people with those capabilities, or to foster the development of such talent. 

 

Results of the Survey 
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1. Status of digital transformation initiatives 

 

89% of business leaders reported that their organizations have embarked on digital transformation 

initiatives. The status of such initiatives is not just at the planning or testing stage. Many are in the 

implementation phase, delivering tangible results. 34% of such projects have already produced business 

outcomes such as increased revenue or improved customer relationships. 

 

2. Digital transformation initiatives in functional areas and industries 

 

Looking at digital transformation initiatives, Marketing is the top functional area (38%), followed by 

Workstyle (35%), and Operation and Maintenance (30%). In terms of industry-specific initiatives, 

Finance and Insurance (51%) and Healthcare (51%) are the major areas of digital transformation, 

followed by Manufacturing. 

 

3. Outcomes of digital transformation 

 

The top three outcomes of digital transformation were increase in revenue (46%), improvement of 

customer relationships (44%), and strengthening competitiveness of products (36%), confirming the 

contribution of digital transformations to business growth. 

 

4. Key factors for successful digital transformations 

 

According to the results of the survey, important factors for successful digital transformations are having 

talented staff with the right skills (19%), strong leadership (18%) and streamlined organizations and 

process (17%). In addition, the survey also revealed that, to successfully carry out digital transformation, 

it is necessary to co-create with technology partners having technological capability as well as 

understanding of business and alignment with the vision and strategy. 

 

5. Perceptions of AI 

 

Business leaders have high expectations regarding AI, with 77% of them viewing AI as an opportunity. 

Most of them also agree that AI will enhance the capabilities of people in the future. 

 

6. Capabilities required for digital transformations 

 

Business leaders responded that the most important capabilities that people need to strengthen in the 

digital era are professional knowledge of digital technologies (18%) and creativity and imagination 

(17%) among other necessary capabilities. The results also indicate that, to successfully implement 

digital transformation initiatives, it is important to foster the development of digital talent, or acquire 

such talent. 

 

In today's society, where digital transformations are advancing around the world, Fujitsu believes co-

creation leveraging digital technologies (Digital Co-creation) will become a business norm. In 

conjunction with this survey, today Fujitsu is also releasing its Fujitsu Technology and Service Vision 

2017, which proposes a unique approach to Digital Co-creation. 
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Overview of the Survey 

 

1. Survey period: February 2017 

 

2. Survey respondents:  

1) Company size: Mid- and large-size companies and organizations  

2) Position: Management (CEO/CMO/CFO/CIO/CDO/CSO) and key decision-makers  

3) Countries and the number of respondents: 15 countries, 1,614 respondents  

Japan (309), U.S.A (258), Canada (56), U.K. (103), Germany (103), Spain (103), France (103), Sweden 

(52), Finland (56), China (103), South Korea (55), Singapore (103), Thailand (52), Indonesia (52), 

Australia (106) 

 

3. Methodology: Online input without registering name 

 

4. Areas of the survey:  

1) Status of digital transformation: Business areas, status, outcomes, success factors, challenges  

2) Partners required for digital transformation  

3) Perception of AI, required capabilities in the digital era 

Click here to return to Contents 

Linux Foundation Gold Members Elect Representatives to Board of Directors 

18 April 2017 

The Linux Foundation today announced the appointment of Hisao Munakata of Renesas and Dirk 

Hohndel of VMware to its Board of Directors. Linux Foundation Gold members elected Messrs. 

Hohndel and Munakata to represent them for a two-year term. They take the places of outgoing Board 

member Alan Clark of SUSE and Hisashi Hashimoto of Hitachi, who has moved to a Platinum Director 

seat. 

Linux Foundation Gold members include Accenture, Alibaba Cloud, Citrix, Dell EMC, Doky, 

Facebook, Hart, Panasonic, Renesas, SUSE, Toshiba, Toyota and VMware. 

"We thank Alan for his service and recognize his many contributions to this organization," said Jim 

Zemlin, executive director of The Linux Foundation. "We look forward to continuing our strong 

collaboration with Alan for the benefit of the open source community." 

He continued: "Today we're pleased to welcome Hisao and Dirk, who bring decades of commitment to 

Linux and to its large developer community worldwide. They have each distinguished themselves for 

their continued support for kernel development and for key projects that surround Linux." 

Mr. Hohndel has actively contributed to Linux since its creation in the early 1990s. He joined VMware 

as chief open source officer and vice president in 2016. He was previously chief Linux and open source 

technologist at Intel, where he had served since 2001. Before joining Intel, Mr. Hohndel was president 

and chief technology officer of SUSE and Unix architect at Deutsche Bank. 

Renesas has been a substantial contributor to the Linux kernel for 10 years and Mr. Munakata, a senior 

director at the company, leads its upstream kernel development team. He also helps champion Renesas' 

work on several Linux Foundation projects that support the Linux community. These include 

Automotive Grade Linux, the project creating open source solutions for automotive applications; the 

https://www.linuxfoundation.org/
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community-led Yocto Project, which has developed an embedded Linux development environment; and 

the Long Term Support Initiative, which is devoted to the maintenance of a common Linux base for use 

in consumer electronics products. 

"I look forward to working closely with my fellow Board members to advance the mission of The Linux 

Foundation," said Mr. Munakata. "The organization has grown quickly over the past several years as 

open source has become the way infrastructure software is created. As a Director on the Board, I will be 

able to work even more closely with the Linux community to foster future progress." 

Mr. Hohndel stated: "I've been privileged to be a part of the Linux kernel community since the early 

days. As a co-founder of the Free Standards Group and having played a role in the formation of The 

Linux Foundation, being elected to the Board feels like I have come full circle. I am honored by the 

opportunity to serve a community that has been central to my career for the last 25 years." 

Click here to return to Contents 

Mythics Wins Small Business Achievement Award from Department of Homeland Security 

14 April 2017 

Mythics, Inc., an award-winning consulting firm, managed services provider and Oracle platinum resale 

partner, announced today that it is one of the 16 companies that have been selected by the Department of 

Homeland Security (DHS) to receive the 2017 DHS Small Business Achievement Award. 

This award, presented at the 13th Annual DHS Small Business Ceremony on April 13, 2017, recognizes 

Mythics for its outstanding work in support of the DHS mission. 

Mythics has provided outstanding service to multiple program offices at the Transportation Security 

Administration (TSA) by developing new and improved innovative business processes, training 

curriculums and change management processes to support TSA's on-going financial system 

modernization initiative. 

"The Mythics team is honored to be recognized for our support of TSA and their mission to protect the 

Nation's transportation systems to ensure freedom of movement for people and commerce. We are proud 

to serve DHS every day and to assist in advancing their digital transformation effort," said Shane Smutz, 

Executive Vice President of Mythics Consulting. "This award is a humbling acknowledgement of 

Mythics' IT modernization expertise and an effective encouragement to our vigilant team as they strive 

to deliver continued excellence." 

Click here to return to Contents 

New Strategic Partnership Announcement: Infor and Check Point 

20 April 2017 

Furthering its dedication to be a top Enterprise Performance Management (EPM) solution provider, 

CheckPoint Consulting, LLC is pleased to announce its new strategic partnership with Infor. 

With its robust portfolio of Dynamic Enterprise Performance Management (dEPM) products, Infor 

works to help organizations across numerous industries capture critical data in real time while providing 

an elite user experience – from a rich user interface to a robust integration covering processes from the 

transaction level to reporting. Its software is purpose-built for specific industries, providing product 

suites designed to help CFOs to run their financial business on their terms. 
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Global organizations are constantly looking to improve their financial planning and reporting 

mechanisms, needing responsive, flexible and often custom solutions. It's no secret the rapid pace of 

change impacts different industries in different ways. With this new partnership, stakeholders will have 

more options to address their specific situation, leveraging Infor's progressive technology and 

CheckPoint's extensive EPM expertise. 

"Infor has developed an end-to-end EPM/BI solution and is eager to offer the market another integrated 

option.  CheckPoint is excited to be one of the selected partners to work with customers to help them 

unlock the value of their information from transaction to reporting," said Tim Halk, Managing Partner of 

CheckPoint Consulting.   

"CheckPoint has a deep knowledge and expertise in EPM and BI, which should prove to be extremely 

valuable for our current and future customers," said Neil Wilson, vice president, Global Alliances, Infor. 

"This partnership aligns with our core strategy on many fronts and can help provide our mutual 

customers with greater insight to make more informed decisions across the enterprise." 

Click here to return to Contents 

Phoenix Integration Expands its European Operations to Lyon, France 

20 April 2017 

Phoenix Integration, developer of ModelCenter®, expands its European Operations following the 

appointment of Yvain Ballini, Regional Sales Manager for Europe at the end of 2016, and Florence Hill, 

Sales and Marketing Administrator, in March 2017. They will now be located at our new Commercial 

Headquarters in Lyon, France. Dr. Ilya Tolchinsky, Lead Application Engineer for the EMEA Territory, 

will continue to operate from our Toulouse France location. 

PHX ModelCenter has been successfully implemented by prestigious aerospace companies such as The 

Boeing Company, Airbus, Rolls-Royce and Fokker; and is also a key technology asset for leading 

research labs such as DLR, IRT Saint Exupery and Onera where it helps engineers to assess 

performance and define recommendations for future programs. While Phoenix Integration's solutions 

have been widely adopted by the aerospace and defense industries, new markets -- including ship 

design, alternative energy, building design, and heavy industries -- have begun to apply Phoenix 

software to meet simulation driven design needs with great success. In the automotive industry, both 

Honda and General Motors are utilizing Phoenix technologies. 

Click here to return to Contents 

SAP Promotes Proven Leaders to Strengthen the Company 

13 April 2017 

SAP today announced newly expanded responsibilities of key executives. Robert Enslin and Bernd 

Leukert will shift and expand their portfolios as members of the Executive Board of SAP SE. The 

Supervisory Board of SAP SE has named Adaire Fox-Martin and Jennifer Morgan to the Executive 

Board. 

The moves underscore SAP’s commitment to customers’ ongoing digital transformation and its effort to 

foster top talent. 

“I am pleased that executives such as Rob, Bernd, Adaire and Jen are stepping into bigger leadership 
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roles to transform the way we drive innovations with our customers,” said Hasso Plattner, chairman of 

the Supervisory Board. 

In addition, two new leadership assignments were announced for current EMEA President Franck Cohen 

and SAP Cloud Platform President Bjoern Goerke. Cohen will become chief commercial officer and 

Goerke chief technology officer. 

“We have always considered it a privilege to nurture careers and leaders,” said Bill McDermott, CEO 

and member of the Executive Board. “SAP is a company focused on innovation, scale and growth. I’m 

proud of this leadership team and know they are poised to keep SAP on the rise.” 

The Supervisory Board has asked Enslin, head of Global Customer Operations, to be president of the 

new Cloud Business Group. He will oversee SAP Ariba, SAP Fieldglass, Concur, SAP SuccessFactors, 

and SAP Hybris solutions as well as the SMB Solutions Group organization. Leukert, head of Products 

& Innovation at SAP, will expand his portfolio to accelerate SAP’s platform and digital transformation 

strategy. Enslin and Leukert will jointly lead key growth businesses at SAP, ensuring that development 

teams and customer-facing teams are in lockstep with one another from the design thinking and 

innovation process to customer-facing initiatives. 

With Enslin’s increased focus on cloud businesses at SAP, Fox-Martin and Morgan will ascend to the 

co-presidency of Global Customer Operations, overseeing all SAP regions and building on their success 

in the Asia-Pacific-Japan region and North America, respectively. Fox-Martin will oversee EMEA and 

Greater China. Morgan will oversee the Americas and Asia-Pacific-Japan regions. As chief commercial 

officer, Cohen will lead SAP’s channel business as well as assume responsibility for all sales processes 

and go-to-market initiatives across SAP. As CTO, Goerke will advance the company’s technology 

strategy and serve as a key external spokesperson. 

All changes will be effective May 1, 2017. 

Steve Singh, president of Business Networks and Applications, will leave SAP SE at the end of this 

month. Singh collaborated closely with Enslin, and together they transitioned Concur solutions into the 

SAP product family. Singh built a strong foundation for business networks at SAP and plans to focus on 

other entrepreneurial interests outside of SAP. 

“Steve Singh’s character and entrepreneurial spirit are greatly admired around the world,” McDermott 

said. “When SAP acquired Concur Technologies, we knew Steve would play a significant role in 

strengthening the SAP cloud portfolio. We also knew he would eventually go back to his start-up roots. 

We could not be more grateful for everything Steve has done.” 

SAP will publish its financial results for the first quarter as planned on April 25, 2017. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Telit Hires New CMO 

19 April 2017 

Telit today announced that Shawn Reynolds has joined the company as Chief Marketing Officer.  Mr. 

Reynolds comes to Telit from SAP, where he was global vice-president and head of IoT marketing. 

As a core member of the Telit executive team, Mr. Reynolds will be responsible for directing global 

marketing strategy, managing brand awareness and reputation and developing global programs that 

drive the success of the company’s products and services in the fast-growing IoT market.  

http://www.telit.com/
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Prior to joining Telit, Reynolds led SAP IoT marketing and was instrumental in the development of the 

SAP IoT go-to-market strategy and the creation of the SAP Leonardo brand.  He held multiple 

leadership positions over the last ten years responsible for marketing new and emerging technologies. 

He also led cloud and services marketing teams, playing an important role in defining new messaging 

and positioning for SAP solutions 

“Shawn’s extensive marketing leadership, IoT industry insights and executive-level experience at SAP 

make him uniquely qualified to help guide Telit to become the global leader in enabling end-to-end IoT 

solutions” said Telit CEO, Oozi Cats.  “We are privileged that Shawn is coming to us from SAP with 

whom Telit has been collaborating for a number of years on driving IoT-centered business 

transformation” 

“I am very excited and honored to join the Telit leadership team and drive their global marketing 

efforts.  I was drawn to Telit for its success as a pure-play IoT company, its vision and innovative 

spirit,” commented Shawn Reynolds.  “Telit is positioned well to disrupt the market, and together with 

our customers, we will reshape the way the world lives, works and plays.” 

The company also announced that current CMO, Jack Indekeu, is stepping down to pursue personal 

interests, but will remain with the company in a reduced capacity to help facilitate a seamless transition 

and oversee strategic marketing projects.  Mr. Indekeu is a wireless industry veteran who joined Telit 

four years ago. He has been at the forefront of evolving Telit from a leading IoT module provider to 

developing our fast-growing services business and becoming an enabler end-to-end IoT solutions for 

enterprise customers around the world. 

“We thank Jack for his many contributions to the organization and we are grateful that he’s staying with 

us in a senior advisory role,” concluded Mr. Cats.  “Jack clearly left a positive mark on Telit and has 

created a strong marketing organization and a solid foundation for Shawn to build on.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

VIMOC Strengthens Executive Team with Appointment of President & Chief Marketing Officer 

18 April 2017 

VIMOC Technologies, an innovator of smart infrastructure solutions and Internet of Things (IoT) 

applications, today announced that industry expert, Ali Sebt, has been appointed as President & Chief 

Marketing Officer. 

Mr. Sebt previously was President of Renesas Electronics America, a division of Tokyo-based Renesas 

Electronics Corporation, one of the world's leading semiconductor companies. He also served as the 

Senior Vice President of the Japanese parent company. Mr. Sebt was responsible for Renesas' global IoT 

business unit based in Silicon Valley, Calif., where he provided the vision and leadership behind 

Renesas' development of solutions for the evolving IoT economy. At Renesas, Mr. Sebt was responsible 

for leading the development and global launch of Renesas' next-generation embedded solution, the 

Renesas Synergy Platform. Prior to Renesas, Mr. Sebt held engineering and management positions at 

Quickturn Design Sytems, Toshiba, AMD and Monolothic Memories. 

"Ali is an experienced and trusted leader who has consistently delivered strong financial results. Under 

Ali's tenure at Renesas, the America's Microcontroller share grew from fifth to first place. He is 

uniquely qualified to promote and execute VIMOC's vision of becoming a world leader in AI-driven IoT 

solutions," said Tarik Hammadou, VIMOC's co-founder and CEO. "I have tremendous confidence in 



CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 17 

Ali's ability to align VIMOC's leading edge innovation with an IoT- driven strategy to establish VIMOC 

as a market leader." 

Mr. Sebt will assume responsibility for corporate marketing and business development. He will be 

responsible for developing and executing VIMOC's branding and marketing strategy. He will initially 

focus on the demand creation engine to accelerate the company's growth with OEM and channel 

customers, and value-added resellers. 

"The convergence of the Internet of Things (IoT) and artificial intelligence (AI) is enabling customers to 

complement their existing business models with services that will improve and ensure their relevancy as 

we enter the 'smart' age. VIMOC has the focus and the discipline to combine innovation and market 

leadership to efficiently bridge the gap for our customers as they embark upon their smart journey," said 

Mr. Sebt. "I am very eager to help the company enter its next phase of growth." 

VIMOC is emerging as a world leader in enabling intelligent infrastructures. The 

company's Rosella™ software platform is the engine enabling a deep learning technology framework to 

address many pressing inherent inefficiencies with today's infrastructures, including energy 

consumption, asset management, rendered services, and traffic congestion. For example, university 

campuses like Santa Clara University are already using VIMOC's technology to enable IoT applications 

for pedestrian crosswalk safety and parking garage occupancy; the City of Palo Alto, 

California implemented a 'Safe Routes' to School program using 45 pedestrian/bicycle counting stations; 

and parking garages in Redwood City, California are using the RosellaTM software to enable a smart 

parking garage solutions for occupancy and revenue optimization, as well as ventilation management. 

VIMOC's AI-enabled IoT platform is scalable and can enable other market segments such as building 

and factory automation, visual inspection in manufacturing, and security services. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Events News 

Data Platforms 2017 Adds Speakers from Expedia, Autodesk, Oracle, Microsoft, Google and Amazon 

Web Services 

18 April 2017 

Data Platforms 2017, the industry's first conference focused exclusively on helping data teams build 

modern, self-service big data platforms, today announced new speakers and sessions, including data and 

cloud pioneers from Expedia, Autodesk, Oracle, Microsoft, Google and Amazon Web Services. 

While the explosion of big data and innovation of cloud technologies have created new opportunities for 

companies, few data teams have yet to create scalable platforms to help deliver real-time insights to 

drive the business. There's an industry-wide need for a dedicated conference to provide actionable 

advice for data teams on how to address this conflict and take their company's data initiatives to the next 

level. 

"An organization's commitment to becoming data-driven is only as good as its data strategy and data 

platform," said Kash Iftikhar, Vice President of Engineering Oracle Cloud Platform. "Modern data 

platforms incorporate cloud services, aggregate critical sources of data and provide ubiquitous access to 

speed decision making -- all while removing the complexity of sizing, scaling and protecting the 

infrastructure. Oracle is excited to participate at Data Platforms 2017 and share our vision of the Data 

http://bit.ly/DataPlatforms
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Lake and the modern data platform." 

"At Data Platforms 2017, I'll share how my data science team successfully built several cloud-based data 

solutions and new product features without extensive DevOps expertise," said Evan Harris, Data 

Scientist, Return Path. "Being at an organization that made a shift from being colo heavy to the cloud as 

part of our data platform strategy, we experienced many hurdles when it came to scaling and internal 

resources. I'll dive into how we have successfully leveraged modern distributed computing frameworks 

such as Spark and Presto, along with managed services to create an efficient modern data platform." 

Gathering data practitioners and data visionaries, Data Platforms 2017 is the only industry conference 

dedicated to helping data teams design, build and optimize their big data platform. Data Platforms will 

take place over the course of three days, with meet-ups, best practice sessions and how-to breakouts for 

attendees at various stages of data transformation, from exploring to building to refining their own big 

data platforms: 

 Day One features hands-on workshops for learning how to leverage big data in the cloud plus a 

special welcome reception where the industry expert authors of new-released O'Reilly 

publication "Creating a Data-Driven Enterprise with DataOps" will answer questions and sign 

copies of the book. 

 Day Two features keynotes from data team leaders at LinkedIn, eBay and Twitter discussing 

how they transformed their organizations into data-driven businesses and lessons learned along 

the way. Afternoon deep dive meetups offer the opportunity to connect with practitioners from 

Expedia, Autodesk, UnderArmour and more to share best practices, techniques, challenges and 

solutions to their big data initiatives. The day concludes with a deep dive in the data lake: a pool 

party, BBQ and the Big Data Blues Band. 

 Day Three features expert presentations from Amazon, Google, Microsoft and Oracle on their 

strategies and capabilities for supporting big data platforms in the cloud, offering attendees a 

unique side-by-side comparison of the leading cloud vendors. 

Data Platforms 2017 will take place on May 24 - 26, 2017, at the Wigwam Resort in Phoenix, Arizona. 

Click here to return to Contents 

GeometricPLM by HCL Technologies at Siemens PLM Connection Americas 

17 April 2017 

Siemens PLM Connection Americas, hosted by PLM World, brings together PLM World members, 

partners, and Siemens PLM Software employees looking to forge new connections, expand knowledge, 

and increase expertise. 

At the event, HCL Technologies will be showcasing their approach to help enterprises evolve PLM 

strategies for accelerated realization of the digital ecosystem: 

Deva Prasanna Nandyala – Smart PLM Deployment – Teamcenter 

May 9, 2017 – 2:15 PM 

This session discusses the need for a smart deployment strategy to avoid delay in PLM rollouts, improve 

quality in deployments and how companies can effectively leverage this strategy for Teamcenter. 

Nikhil Dalvi – PMI best practices and validation within NX with DMFPro 



CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 19 

May 9, 2017 – 9:30 AM 

This presentation will explain global best practices for implementing PMI and how DFMPro empowers 

designers to quickly validate their 3D models to ensure that they comply with industry standards and 

PMI best practices within NX. 

Click here to return to Contents 

SmarTEX Exhibit at COMPUTEX 2017 to Showcase Latest IoT Innovations in Trending IoT 

Industries 

18 April 2017 

COMPUTEX will feature the latest innovative Internet of Things (IoT) technologies and applications at 

its IoT-focused SmarTEX exhibit. 

Following its very successful debut at COMPUTEX 2016, SmarTEX will again provide a glimpse of 

future lifestyles and commerce made possible by IoT. At SmarTEX, attendees will find IoT applications 

in trending information and communications technology (ICT) categories including security solutions, 

smart home and entertainment, wearables, Internet of Vehicles (IoV), automotive electronics and smart 

technology solutions. 

“The Internet of Things and the Internet of Vehicles are the most disruptive and rewarding forces in 

tech, and SmarTEX provides a unique opportunity for representatives of regional and global businesses 

to discover the latest innovations in IoT, build new partnerships, and establish their ideal positioning in 

the IoT ecosystem,” said Walter Yeh, president and CEO of the Taiwan External Trade Development 

Council (TAITRA), the organizer of COMPUTEX. “Nearly 130 companies in SmarTEX will be 

showcasing new and groundbreaking smart technologies that already influence our lives today, and will 

have an even greater impact in the future.” 

Among COMPUTEX exhibitors this year are industry leaders involved in designing, developing, and 

delivering IoT solutions for: 

IoT Solutions (Intel, Microsoft, ARM, Dell, Supermicro, …) 

Home Security (VIVOTEK, SMANOS Holding, AMARYLLO, …) 

Smart Home & Entertainment (Gigabyte, Taiwan Secom, …) 

Wearable Technology (Jorjin Technologies, SKYPIONEER, …) 

Internet of Vehicles and Automotive Electronics (Tesla, Trans Electric, PAPAGO, ...) 

Smart Technology Solutions (Askey, MiTAC, …) 

These SmarTEX exhibitors are at the forefront of an IoT market that Gartner, Inc. forecasts will include 

8.4 billion connected things in use worldwide in 2017, up 31 percent from 2016, and will reach 20.4 

billion by 2020. Gartner also forecasts that total spending on endpoints and services will reach almost $2 

trillion in 2017. 

SmarTEX at COMPUTEX will take place in Exhibition Hall 1 of the Taipei World Trade Center. 

Exhibitors will include a broad spectrum of international suppliers, distributors, system integrators, and 

manufacturing companies. 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Financial News 

ANSYS to Release First Quarter 2017 Earnings Results After Market Close on May 3, 2017 

17 April 2017 

ANSYS, Inc. announced today that the Company expects to release its first quarter 2017 earnings on 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017, after market close. The Company will hold a conference call conducted by 

Ajei Gopal, President and Chief Executive Officer, and Maria T. Shields, Chief Financial Officer, 

at 8:30 a.m. Eastern Time on May 4, 2017, to discuss first quarter 2017 results and future outlook. 

CONFERENCE CALL INFORMATION: 

What: ANSYS First Quarter 2017 Earnings Conference Call  

When: May 4, 2017 at 8:30 a.m. Eastern Time 

Click here to return to Contents 

Aspen Technology Announces Date of Third-Quarter Fiscal 2017 Financial Results Release, 

Conference Call, and Webcast  

13 April 2017 

Aspen Technology, Inc. today announced that it will release financial results for its third-quarter fiscal 

2017, ended March 31, 2017, after the U.S. financial markets close on Tuesday, May 2, 2017. 

In conjunction with this announcement, AspenTech will host a conference call and webcast on May 2, 

2017 at 4:30 p.m. (Eastern Time) to discuss the company's financial results, business outlook, and 

related corporate and financial matters. 

The live dial-in number is (866) 604-6127 or (443) 961-0460, conference ID code 7805720. Interested 

parties may also listen to a live webcast of the call by logging on to the Investor Relations section of 

AspenTech’s website. A replay of the call will be archived on AspenTech’s website and will also be 

available via telephone at (855) 859-2056 or (404) 537-3406, conference ID code 7805720, through 

June 2, 2017. 

Click here to return to Contents 

ESI Group: 2016 Full-Year Results 

19 April 2017 

Alain de Rouvray, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of ESI Group, commented: “The performance 

delivered in 2016, both in terms of growth and profitability, again confirms the relevance of ESI 

Group’s business model and strategic positioning. The significant increase in profitability was achieved 

without compromise on the R&D investment which lies at the heart of the Group’s competitiveness and 

sustainability objectives. 

The growing possibilities offered by the Internet of Things and Big Data now enable a product’s 

lifecycle to be monitored after commissioning. They create new perspectives of “hybrid” virtual 

modeling that make it possible to update Virtual Prototypes with data measured in service and in real-

time and enhanced by artificial intelligence. This transformative approach, entitled “PPL” (Product 

Performance Lifecycle) and incorporating its disruptive “Hybrid Virtual Twin” solution, provides 
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complete control over a product entire lifecycle and offers an essential answer to the key economic 

challenges of the industry of the future. 

2016 was marked by the success of our historical solutions and the development of the newly acquired 

technological bricks that underpin the deployment of the innovative solutions of our PPL strategy. 2017 

will be a year of integration and transformation, on the one hand to continue our investments and to 

amplify our virtual and hybrid prototyping solutions, and on the other hand to adapt our commercial and 

marketing resources to the new business momentum. 

We remain confident in our capacity to amplify our own transformation, already widely committed to 

the industry of the future. This should put the Group in an ideal position to tap into the potential growth 

from the diversification and democratization of Virtual Prototyping and its extension toward the in-

service performance, while continuing to improve our profitability”. 

Solid sales momentum 

As announced on March 14, full-year sales totaled €140.6 million, up 12.7% year on year. Acquisition-

related revenue amounted to €6.4 million, reflecting the successful implementation of initial commercial 

synergies. There was a positive forex impact over the year of €2.1 million, mainly reflecting the 

appreciation of the Japanese yen. 

The product mix reflects the strong performance in Services, which contributed 23% of total sales, 

compared with 22% last year. 

Sales generated by Licensing activity climbed 11.6% year on year to €108.3 million, driven by 13.0% 

growth in the installed base where repeat business (measured on a like-for-like basis and at constant 

exchange rates) remained at a very high rate of 89.1%. 

Services revenues rose 16.5% to €32.2 million on the back of continued growth in engineering studies 

(+16.8%) – ESI Group’s core business – and remarkable growth in special projects (+57.1%), mainly 

co-creation projects using newly-acquired and emerging technologies. 

ESI’s geographic sales mix reflects strong business in Asia and the BRIC countries, especially in China 

and India. 

Improvement in gross margin 

Gross margin rose from 72.5% of sales in 2015 to 73.3% this year. This good performance is a result of 

the improvement of the margins in Services combined with maintaining the Licenses margins at a high 

level. This improvement was driven by the dynamic growth of the high value-added engineering studies 

delivered by ESI Group to industrial firms wishing to make the transition to smart factories. 

To read more, please click here. 
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Tata Consultancy Services Reported its Consolidated Financial Results for the Quarter and Financial 

Year ended March 31, 2017 

18 April 2017 

Tata Consultancy Services reported its consolidated financial results according to IFRS for the quarter 

and financial year ended March 31, 2017.  

https://www.esi-group.com/company/investors/news/2016-full-year-results
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- Digital revenues at $ 3 billion for FY17; growing at 29% Y-o-Y  

- 200,000+ TCSers gained 500,000+ new Digital competencies in FY17 

- Annual FY17 revenues at $17.58 billion; up 6.2%  

- Annual FY17 CC Growth: 8.3%; FY17 Volume Growth: 8.5%  

- Annual FY17 Net Profit at $3.92 billion; up 6.2% Y-o-Y  

- Annual FY17 Cash Flow from Operations at $4 billion; up 13.2% Y-o-Y  

- FY17 Q4 Revenues at $4.45 billion up 1.5% Q-on-Q and 5.8% Y-on-Y  

- FY17 Q4 Net Profit at $992 million up 5.8% Y-on-Y 

Commenting on FY17, Rajesh Gopinathan, CEO and MD said: “FY17 was a year of broad-based 

growth amidst economic and political turbulence in our key markets. We added $1.4 billion dollars in 

constant currency revenues during the year and increased our digital revenues sharply as we helped our 

customers leverage the Digital economy. Our digital business grew at 29% annually with most industries 

showing double digit growth as we steadily increased the number of customers across different revenue 

bands.”  

Mr. Gopinathan added: “Our clients are looking for integrated offerings as they advance their Cloud 

agenda and we have a solid pipeline of deals across markets and industries. On the back of digital 

adoption, Agile, Automation and Cloud are the themes that we are going to market to drive efficiencies 

and predictable outcomes across our clients Infrastructure, Applications and Business Operations.” 

To read the full report, please click here. 
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Trimble Announces New Reporting Segments 

13 April 2017 

Trimble today announced that it will change the reporting of its segment financial results to better reflect 

the Company's customer base and end markets. Starting with first quarter results, which will be 

announced on April 27, 2017, Trimble will report revenue and operating income based on four operating 

segments:  Buildings and Infrastructure, Geospatial, Resources and Utilities, and Transportation.  

The Buildings and Infrastructure segment primarily serves customers working in architecture, 

engineering, construction, and operations and maintenance. Under the new structure, the segment had 

2016 full-year revenue of $743 million. 

The Geospatial segment primarily serves customers working in surveying, engineering, and government. 

Under the new structure, the segment had 2016 full-year revenue of $635 million.  

The Resources and Utilities segment primarily serves customers working in agriculture, forestry, and 

utilities. Under the new structure, the segment had 2016 full-year revenue of $396 million. 

The Transportation segment primarily serves customers working in transportation, including 

transportation and logistics, automotive, rail, and the military. Under the new structure, the segment had 

2016 full-year revenue of $588 million. 

Financial segment information for the four quarters and the full year for fiscal years 2014, 2015 and 

http://investors.tcs.com/SiteCollectionDocuments/Investors/Presentations/TCS_PressRelease_USD_Q4_17.pdf
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2016, as if reported under the new structure, will be available in an 8-K filed today and is posted in the 

Investor Relations section of the Company's website.  

The Company will announce its financial results for the first quarter on April 27, 2017, and will report 

financial performance based on these revised segments. For the first quarter results only, revenue will 

also be provided for the operating segments that Trimble reported during fiscal year 2016. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Implementation Investments 

EE Boost Chooses C3D’s Toolkit for Simulation Software 

7 April 2017 

EE Boost Inc. chose C3D Labs’ line of products for the development of its high-performance simulation 

software of wave behavior in acoustic, elastic, electronic, and photonic applications. 

“In our simulation, we have to deal with large, complex geometric environments,” said Dr. Tian Xiao, 

CEO of EE Boost. “We found that the C3D Modeler totally meets our needs. The results are what we 

expect, and the performance is good.” 

Dr. Xiao notes that the API (application programming interface) is easy to understand and use. With the 

well-written documentation, EE Boost easily finds the right functions for its tasks. 

Another reason the company chose C3D is that it comes with C3D Vision, which provides EE Boost 

ready-to-use functions for managing three-dimensional scenes and animations in its Qt-based GUI 

development. C3D Vision significantly improves the visualization capabilities of EE Boost software by 

increasing the rendering quality of 3D models, as well as speeding the processing of large assemblies. 

“In summary, with robust, efficient, and easy-to-use libraries from C3D Labs, we can provide our 

customers fully-commercialized, high-quality software that focuses on our expertise in developing 

leading edge simulation kernels,” added Mr Xiao. 

“It's great that an American company has joined the ranks of our customers from Europe and Asia. This 

makes C3D a truly global product,” said Oleg Zykov, CEO of C3D Labs. “During their evaluation, the 

EE Boost team seriously tested the robustness and performance of C3D. It was a real test, and our 

product withstood it.” 

One of the most important advantages for EE Boost is the C3D Toolkit support for many platforms, 

including Windows, MacOS, Linux, and Android, both 32- and 64-bit systems – along with popular 

languages like C++ and C#. EE Boost is currently targeting the Windows system, but they have in the 

future the ability to extend their software to other systems. 
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Swedish Fashion Brand Acne Studios Signs With Centric Software 

18 April 2017 

Acne Studios, a Swedish high-fashion brand, has selected Centric Software to provide its product 

lifecycle management (PLM) solution. 
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Acne Studios began in 1996, when founder and Creative Director Jonny Johansson made 100 pairs of 

jeans with unique red stitching and gave them away to people in the Stockholm art and fashion worlds. 

The jeans took off and today Acne Studios is a multi-disciplinary fashion house with 50 stores in 13 

countries, including flagship stores in fashion capitals Paris, New York, Tokyo, Los Angeles and 

London. 

Acne Studios had been using a custom in-house product data management (PDM) system to manage the 

design and production of their clothing lines but the rapid growth of the company soon outstripped the 

system’s capabilities. In early 2016, they began the selection process to find a PLM system that would 

support their expansion as well as their creative and collaborative approach to design. 

“We have felt for some time now that for us to continue growing, we needed proper infrastructure to 

communicate between departments,” says Mattias Magnusson, CEO of Acne Studios. “We had our in-

house PDM and a web of Excel sheets that different people used. It was difficult to have all the 

information updated in one place for everyone to view and that made it time-consuming to develop a 

collection. We wanted to collaborate better, spend less time on administration tasks and spend more time 

developing better products.” 

After a long selection process, Acne Studios selected Centric Software to implement its PLM solution. 

Acne were impressed by Centric’s helpful, knowledgeable approach and the system’s capabilities. 

As Magnusson explains, “Centric is focused on fashion and retail businesses. They understand us as a 

company and we know we can build great things together. We can learn a lot from best practices and 

improve our processes from those learnings. Also, we don’t have to customize the system. We can just 

use it straight out of the box and configure it as we like.” 

Magnusson emphasizes that Acne Studios positive relationship with Centric was key to their decision to 

invest in the system. 

“Centric had been in contact with us quite early, before we had started our selection process,” he 

explains. “They have been there all along and are always available when we have questions. It’s a very 

good relationship. Centric team members are positive, always available, always proactive and constantly 

have new ideas and features coming up. Also, it’s very beneficial to have someone available locally and 

to be able to meet with people from Centric’s Sweden office.” 

“We’re very pleased to announce that Acne Studios is our newest customer in the Nordic region,” says 

Chris Groves, President and CEO of Centric Software. “Acne Studios collaborative approach to creative 

fashion is fresh and is aligned to our approach to innovation. We look forward to partnering with Acne 

Studios now and as they keep growing.” 
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Cupid Intimates Chooses Tukatech for Technology Enhancement 

6 April 2017 

With over 75 years in the intimate apparel industry, Cupid Intimates understands the importance of 

being flexible to the ever-changing industry conditions, while staying true to its roots and going the 

extra mile for their employees as well as for the world.  Unusual in the apparel industry, Cupid designs 

and manufactures all its women’s shape-wear and panties itself; it doesn’t use contractors.  This gives 

management a freer hand to use efficient production techniques to pursue its cost-competitive position.  

http://www.cupidintimates.com/
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“We have been using specialized cutting and CAD technologies for over 20 years. Our four custom built 

cutters, capable of cutting 126 inches wide, were aging and we needed to further improve for even wider 

fabrics to get the best possible utilization of materials. We knew Tukatech offers customized solutions 

for CAD CAM. With our showrooms in New York, design and engineering in Bethlehem, PA, planning 

and execution in Oklahoma, and cutting and sewing in Nicaragua and Mexico, we needed to streamline 

our processes,” said Ken Langston, Senior Vice President of Operations.  

TUKAcad, TUKAcutplan and SMARTmark “enabled us to streamline our design process in a way that 

made significant improvement in our lead-time.  Improvements were seen in the costing process, storage 

system, grading, and first pattern accuracy. 

“We have been able to realize 1.5% material yield savings since our installation of Tukatech software.  I 

expect to be able to realize more material savings with our newly installed 132-inch-wide cutters and 

spreaders.” added Ken Langston. 

Cupid places technological innovation at the heart of its product development and production-process 

considerations.  “As we entered the new millennium, we understood we could no longer see Cupid as 

simply a needle-and-thread sewer,” says Tony Angelino, Chief Operations Officer. 

Being proactive and adaptable to the changes seen in the apparel industry over the course of its life, has 

allowed the company to continue growing.  The company takes a multi-faceted approach to product 

merchandising and distribution.  It sells garments under its own brands, like Cupid®, Naomi & Nicole®, 

and TC®; brands it licenses from others, like Miraclesuit®; exclusive brands, like Inside Magic®; and 

private-label brands of specific retail accounts.  And Cupid competes in most American retail channels, 

from premium chains and department stores, to mass-merchandisers and pure .coms. 

Cupid also offers a great working environment for its employees.  Both of its factories contain medical 

clinics to serve their employees.  Full-time nurses staff them, and doctors have office hours at various 

times during the week.  Its Nicaraguan factory operates a store within the building that sells common 

household and grocery items.  By purchasing items in bulk and re-selling them to employees at cost, the 

company’s able to pass on the discounts it receives.  Employees can pay for these items, interest-free 

and over time, via payroll deductions. 

“I have yet to meet a team so coordinated and continuously thriving for perfection, from top to bottom. 

Everyone is connected and working towards the same goals. A rare thing to see that has been sustained 

for over 7 decades. We have implemented technological solutions at hundreds of companies worldwide, 

but I have never experienced the kind of willingness to change and quest for improvements at every 

level. Most people hate change, especially if they have been using certain systems and processes for 20 

to 30 years, but with the help of all users in five locations, this installation was one of our best and 

fastest. Thank you, team Cupid, for your great attitude. We all win together” Says Ram Sareen, CEO 

and Founder of Tukatech. 
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Weidmüller cuts duration of customer orders by half with CIM DATABASE PLM 

20 April 2017 

Weidmüller is to use CIM DATABASE PLM throughout all phases of the product lifecycle to allow 

them to deliver a more agile response to market requirements. The first milestone is a significant 

reduction in the time taken to handle orders in Weidmüller's application centers. 

http://www.tukatech.com/
http://www.tukatech.com/2D-pattern-design-software/TUKAcad
http://www.tukatech.com/automatic-marker-making-software/SMARTmark
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The decision to go with CONTACT Software was taken after a comprehensive benchmark and a 

successful pilot project in two of the company's application centers (ACs) that configure custom 

solutions from standard components. The use of CIM DATABASE PLM more than halved the time 

needed for the offer process. 

Thanks to the agile approach implementing the first solutions, users in the biggest ACs in Barcelona and 

Detmold were working productively with the PLM system after just a few months. CONTACT Software 

used the extensive project management functions provided by CIM DATABASE to map the new, 

uniform, enterprise-wide offer process for custom solutions and integrated it with the ERP system in 

such a way that the engineers are immediately able to calculate the cost of custom solutions. 

The PLM system is now to be rolled out in the other nine ACs in order to exploit global synergies in 

order processing. Before this is done, CONTACT Software will connect the new Weidmüller 

configurator to CIM DATABASE to allow offers for fully configurable custom solutions to be created 

automatically. 

Rollout of the PLM system in the ACs is the first milestone in the implementation of the global PLM 

2020 project. Dr. Bernhard Gorny, Head of Product Lifecycle Management, outlines the strategic 

objectives: "We want to be able to control the entire process chain from the initial idea and product 

development right up to product maturity, including changes and the discontinuation of a product, in a 

uniform way." By establishing a single source of truth, Weidmüller anticipates being able to avoid 

errors, improve integration of domain-specific development processes and reduce costs. 

During the benchmark, Weidmüller attached particular importance to scalability and the ability to 

deploy the new system rapidly. Alongside the comprehensive functionality and multi-CAD support 

provided by CIM DATABASE, its open, modular software architecture and the agile approach of the 

company during implementation were therefore key factors in the decision to choose CONTACT as the 

software vendor and integration partner. "Our modular technology platform makes it very easy to use 

agile methods to quickly provide the users with the functionality they require and then gradually extend 

the PLM system," explains Markus Feldmann, project manager at CONTACT Software. 
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Product News 

HARMAN and IBM Watson Internet of Things Introduce Cognitive Rooms that Bring Connected 

Experiences to the Consumer 

19 April 2017 

HARMAN Professional Solutions and IBM Watson Internet of Things (IoT) today unveiled Voice-

Enabled Cognitive Rooms. Using IBM’s Watson artificial intelligence (AI) technology and HARMAN 

AKG microphones, JBL speakers and AMX AV control and switching systems, the companies bring 

highly connected experiences to medical facilities, corporate offices, hotels, cruise ships and other 

hospitality environments. 

In addition to the current in-market solutions, HARMAN is part of IBM’s cognitive collaboratories 

based in its $200 million Watson IoT global headquarters in Munich. In this facility today, HARMAN is 

demonstrating the capabilities of its in-room cognitive concierge in a conference room setting. At the 

same time the HARMAN team is also working with IBM designers, researchers and others to put IoT 
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into the hands of enterprise customers. 

Today IBM’s cognitive technologies are embedded into HARMAN soundbars and alarm clocks with 

other form factors being developed, that users can interact with using natural language. Now consumers 

can simply ask questions or issue commands with their voice when in a room. These requests are then 

sent to the Watson cloud and Watson IoT services, which work with HARMAN’S technology to allow 

people to easily control their in-room subsystems without having to physically perform any manual tasks 

and trying to figure the new systems out. For example, now when an employee enters a conference room 

they can start a video conference, launch a presentation and more using their voice. In the future, these 

tasks will be executed automatically based on what the system has learned about the employee based on 

previous meetings. The system gets smarter about the person and their preferences over time. 

These capabilities are on display today at IBM’s Munich office. In addition, customers such as Thomas 

Jefferson University Hospital, who also helped develop a healthcare solution that leverages these 

capabilities, plan to deploy this solution in hospital rooms, which will give patients the opportunity to 

interact with in-room speakers connected to the IBM Watson IoT Platform. As a result, they will be able 

to enhance their hospital experience by operating lights and window blinds without any manual 

assistance while asking questions about the hospital facilities or requesting background information on 

their physician all via natural language. 

“We’re solving a very distinct problem in hotel, hospital and conference rooms, where people 

experience unfamiliar environments yet need to perform very simple tasks, such as changing room 

temperature, adjusting the lighting, opening the blinds, initiating conference calls or launching a 

presentation,” said Kevin Morrison, Senior Vice President of Enterprise Solutions for HARMAN 

Professional Solutions. “Voice-Enabled Cognitive Rooms by HARMAN make for a natural and intuitive 

experience, especially for weary travelers or patients with special needs.” 

These voice-enabled cognitive rooms also function as an in-room concierge that can answer general 

questions or site-specific questions developed by the facility and featuring custom answers created by 

staff. For example, a hotel guest could ask “What time is checkout? ”or “Where is the gym?” while a 

hospital patient could ask “What are the hospital’s visiting hours?” or “Can you tell me more about my 

doctor?” Leveraging HARMAN’s expertise in API integration, users can even employ Watson for 

service requests, including amenity replenishments, restaurant reservations, late checkout, room service, 

shuttle service and more. 

“The enterprise and entertainment market possibilities are massive, as IBM and HARMAN seek to 

connect people more intimately with their environments through cognition and natural language 

processing,” said Harriet Green, General Manager, Watson Internet of Things, Customer Engagement 

and Education, IBM. “The result of this collaboration is simple, we are leveraging Watson and AI to 

bring connected environments to a multitude of locations, from hotels to hospitals and offices where 

they are transforming every day experiences. We look forward to continuing our work with HARMAN 

by developing new IoT-powered innovations.” 

Leveraging key Watson APIs such as Natural Language Understanding and Speech to Text, these rooms 

also provide users with limited mobility and vision impairment a closer level of interaction with their 

environment. Now with Watson, guests can speak naturally to the system without rigid syntax 

requirements, using simple commands like “would you turn off the lights?” 

Voice-Enabled Cognitive Rooms also feature enterprise-grade software tools that can help in-house 

technical and guest service staff members increase operational efficiency. For example, housekeeping 

http://www-03.ibm.com/press/us/en/pressrelease/50692.wss
http://www-03.ibm.com/press/us/en/pressrelease/50692.wss
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staff can simply say, “Send up an engineer to fix the shower” in their native language. Watson’s 

multilingual capabilities enable organizations to accommodate a wide variety of users from different 

countries with an ever-growing list of supported languages. 

Like other solutions on the market, the system is activated by a “wake word.” However, unlike other 

devices, the wake word for Voice-Enabled Cognitive Rooms by HARMAN is fully customizable. This 

allows businesses an additional opportunity to brand their experience. In addition to JBL speakers, the 

system includes AMX NX-1200 Integrated Controller, the AMX Massio™MCP-106 6-Button 

ControlPad and the AMX Metreau-Button Ethernet Keypad. 
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IMSI Design Introduces TurboCAD Expert 2017 

12 April 2017 

IMSI® Design today announced a new addition to its TurboCAD product line titled TurboCAD Expert 

2017, a 2D/3D CAD application for Windows® desktop PCs. 

 

TurboCAD Expert is for experienced 2D/3D CAD users already familiar with AutoCAD or AutoCAD 

LT looking for a powerful alternative. It offers all of the 2-dimensional drafting and design tools users 

require, with an optional AutoCAD®-like 2D drafting interface, complete with command line and 

dynamic input cursor, which simplifies the transition from AutoCAD. TurboCAD Expert also includes 

the easy to use 2D and 3D design tools common to TurboCAD, as well as many advanced features that 

CAD professionals want including 2D geometric and dimensional constraints, a collection of 

architectural design tools, 3D surface modeling tools for mechanical design, photorealistic rendering 

features, database connectivity with customizable reporting, and support for dozens of industry standard 

CAD and graphic file formats. 

 

"The addition of TurboCAD Expert is part of the company's plan to streamline our product offerings and 

more clearly define each product's position in the marketplace," explains Bob Mayer, President of IMSI 

Design. "With the release of TurboCAD Pro Platinum 2017, we combined our TurboCAD Pro and 

TurboCAD Pro Platinum products into one high-end professional product," Mayer continued. "Now 

TurboCAD Expert replaces our TurboCAD LTE and TurboCAD LTE Pro products as an affordable 

AutoCAD alternative, and acts as a stepping stone for TurboCAD Deluxe users looking for more 

advanced design features and additional file interoperability."  

 

Key Features in TurboCAD Expert include: 

 

- Complete set of 2D/3D Design Tools 

- AutoCAD®-like 2D drafting interface option 

- Command Line with Dynamic Input Cursor 

- PDF Underlay 

- Arrow Tools 

- 2D Geometric and Dimension Constraints 

- Surface Modeling Tools 

- Intelligent (Parametric) Attribute-rich, Architectural Objects 

- Architectural Design and Documentation Tools 
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- Photorealistic Rendering, materials, and lighting 

- Database Connectivity with Customizable Reporting 

- Point Cloud Support 

- AutoCAD (DXF, DWG, and DWF) File Compatibility 

- Enhanced SketchUp File (SKP) Import  

- 3D Printer Support via .STL Import and Export 

- Import and Open of 25 file formats 

- Export, Save As, and Publish 27 file formats 

 

Features New to TurboCAD in 2017 include: 

 

- Image Management Palette 

- Table Editing / Attachable Data 

- Timestamp 

- Centerline and Center Mark 

- Relative Angle Field 

- Scale by Two Points 

- Intelligent Scaling 

- Fit to Scale for Door and Window Custom Blocks 

- House Builder Wizard 

- Roof Slab Openings 

- Enhanced Photo-realistic Shaders 

- Geo-located Sun Support  

- Caustics for Sun Lights  

- Physical Sky Lighting 

- Volumetric Effects 

- Improved AutoCAD (DXF, DWG, and DWF) 

- 3D PDF (.U3D) Export 

- Google Earth (KML and KMZ) File Support  

- Point Cloud (PCD, PCG, XYZ, ASC) File Support 

- TurboApps (TAP) file import from mobile devices 
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Independent Computer Consulting Group, Inc. (ICCG) Adds Infor Plm Accelerate for the Discrete 

Manufacturing Market to Its Solution Portfolio 

16 April 2017 

Independent Computer Consulting Group, Inc. (“ICCG”) is pleased to announce the addition of Infor 

PLM Accelerate, a product that streamlines product lifecycle management. 

 

Creating and launching new products involves a multitude of internal and external teams. Infor PLM 

Accelerate provides functionality for EBOMs and MBOMs, change management, requirements and 

configuration management, and technical documents—which can all link together across electrical, 

mechanical, and software/firmware disciplines. 

 

Additionally, the centralized database ensures that, no matter which department the data originates from, 
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users have access to the correct, most current product information. Powerful Product Management 

capabilities ensure that everyone is accessing the right information, which helps to avoid errors in 

product design and eliminate delays in market launches. Distributed storage vaults make information 

quickly accessible anywhere, supporting global product development and supply chain collaboration 

strategies. Visual collaboration broadens and increases the pace of discussions, resulting in better 

products that can be brought to market faster. 

 

“Infor PLM Accelerate goes beyond the capabilities of standalone product lifecycle management 

products to unite your entire product lifecycle for a single view of the truth,” said Bala Anantharama, 

ICCG Senior Vice President. “As a result, our customers get actionable information from design and 

manufacturing through purchasing, quality assurance, the supply chain, and beyond. What’s more, Infor 

PLM Accelerate powered by ARAS is completely integrated with Infor’s leading ERP solutions.” 

 

Benefits: 

 

· Advanced – an out-of-the-box solution extends beyond product data management to provide end-to-

end product lifecycle management throughout the supply chain. 

· Flexible – a highly configurable modeling engine lets you to adapt solution templates to your specific 

needs and implement your own processes and user interfaces. 

· Scalable – scale to whatever your business needs. Keep pace with global growth. 

· Secure – the highly configurable security allows user-and role-based access. 

· Comprehensive – manage product engineering, program management, requirements management, 

component engineering, technical documentation, and quality management. 

 

Infor® PLM Accelerate provides the ability to gain real-time visibility into projects and processes, 

allowing better, more informed business decisions as well as decreased cycle times for new product 

introductions, improved reuse, and fewer systems to maintain. It improves communication, 

collaboration, and data flow throughout your enterprise and supply chain, so you can reduce scrap and 

rework, while eliminating waste. 
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Mastercam 2018 Brings Efficiency and Speed to EASTEC 2017 

21 April 2017 

EASTEC 2017 will unveil the latest in the line of powerful Mastercam machining software. From May 

16-18, stop by booth #5249 at the Eastern States Exposition, West Springfield, MA, to get a first look at 

Mastercam 2018! Mastercam 2018 offers new 2D/3D Milling features, Design improvements, powerful 

turning and Mill-Turn enhancements, and so much more.  

 

New 2D/3D Milling Features 
Stock awareness has been added to select 2D toolpaths. The tool motion can now use the top, bottom, or 

both values of the stock, and all the linking parameters can be set to adapt to changing stock values. 

Finish passes now have more options to choose from. Now you can add or remove finish cuts, based on 

the number of rough depth cuts specified on the Depth Cuts page. The workflow for all 3D High Speed 

toolpaths has been streamlined and gives you fine control over exactly where to cut. You can also assign 

variable stock to leave values on its walls and floors.  
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Powerful Turning and Mill-Turn 
Chip Break is now available for Face and Finish Toolpaths when chip breaks occur. This is valuable 

when working with stringy materials such as aluminum or plastic, and allows you to set length and time 

conditions, retract, and dwell options. Mill-Turn machine definitions now contain tailstock and quill 

components. The new Tailstock Operation allows you to define how the machine’s tailstock is used. The 

tailstock options differ depending on the selected machine.  

 

Design Improvements 
Angle Sweep improves the creation of more complex wireframe functions and when creating or editing 

primitives, there are now on-screen sweep and rotate controls which can snap to the AutoCursor 

positions of existing entities. To make Roll and Unroll results easier to predict, Seam Control lets you 

visually rotate a seam to see how geometry will respond, as well as snap to AutoCursor positions.  Hole 

Axis makes it easier to work with a large number of holes, especially holes with matching diameters that 

are selected as a group. 

 

Also available in the Mastercam 2018 release is: 

 A new set of turning strategies that automate toolpath generation and support for Sandvik 

Coromant CoroTurn® Prime inserts and PrimeTurning™ method. 

 My Mastercam gives you access to your profile, Mastercam’s social media outlets, your Reseller 

information, the Mastercam Forum, and other helpful information. 

 Streamlined workflow with improved plane management, level and geometry control, toolpath 

analysis and more. 

 Model Prep and Solid Model enhancements such as Multiple Undo/Redo for up to twenty-five 

functions and Solid Sweep has more options and controls than ever. 

 The Collision Control and the Multiaxis Link Safety Zone pages for Multiaxis toolpaths have 

been redesigned for Mastercam 2018. 

 Common direction has been added to the Tool Axis Control page for Multiaxis toolpaths and 

keeps the tool at a uniform tilt angle to reduce tool and machine motion. 

 And many other productivity improvements across the entire product. 
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VERICUT Software for Aerospace Manufacturers 

April 2017 

CGTech will showcase its expanded range of software applications for the aerospace industry in Hall 

2B, Stand F172, Booth 1 at this year’s Paris International Air Show, Le Bourget, on June 19 through 23, 

2017. 

VERICUT Machine Tool Simulation Applications 

CGTech’s VERICUT is widely used in aerospace and defence to improve the efficiency of all types of 

CNC Machine Tools. VERICUT is CNC machine simulation, verification and optimisation software that 
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enables users to eliminate the process of manually proving-out NC programs. VERICUT simulates all 

types of CNC machining, including Multi Axis Milling, Drilling and trimming of composite parts, water 

jet cutting, robotic machining and mill/turn Centres. VERICUT runs standalone, but can also be 

integrated with leading CAM systems used in aerospace including Dassault Systemes CATIA, Siemens 

PLM NX, Autodesk PowerMill and Open Mind HyperMill. 

Aerospace applications featuring the World’s leading CNC Machine Tool suppliers including DMG 

MORI, MAZAK, Starrag, GROB, CMS and Hermle will be featured. 

VERICUT Composites Applications 

Throughout the show, CGTech will be demonstrating VERICUT Composite Applications: VERICUT 

Composite Programming (VCP) and VERICUT Composite Simulation (VCS). 

CGTech will feature projects that highlight the use of off-line NC programming and simulation software 

for Automated Fibre Placement (AFP) machines and Automated Tape Laying (ATL) machines 

including robot cells. VERICUT Composites Applications are machine independent and machines from 

the world’s leading Composites Machinery suppliers, including Electroimpact and mTorres, will be 

featured. 

VERICUT Drilling and Fastening Applications 

VERICUT Drilling and Fastening (VDAF) is software for simulating and programming auto-drilling 

and fastening machines. These machines are used to assemble large aero-structures and it is essential to 

avoid programming errors and collisions at such a late stage in the aircraft manufacturing process. 

VERICUT allows the user to program drilling and fastener assembly operations in a virtual machine tool 

environment and provides simulation to check for a variety of potentially disastrous error conditions. 

Like all VERICUT software VDAF interfaces to leading CAD/CAM/PLM systems such as Dassault 

Systemes CATIA and Siemens NX, and is independent of the assembly machine manufacturer. 
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