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CIMdata News 

Altair’s Smart Multiphysics: a CIMdata Commentary  

14 January 2015 

 

Key takeaways: 

 As industry moves toward “up front” systems engineering, the use of optimization and 

probabilistic technologies will become increasingly important for choosing the “best” design to 

meet multi-domain system level performance requirements 

 Altair’s physics-based simulation solvers all have a multi-physics capability with embedded 

optimization capabilities, they may also be run together in a co-simulation if that is required to 

better capture detailed physics 

 Access to increased computational resources via both desktop and mobile devices connected to 
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scalable cloud and high-performance computing (HPC) solutions will make it practical for more 

engineers to leverage performance modeling and simulation tools throughout the product 

development lifecycle 

As physics-based simulation becomes faster and more capable, companies are using it earlier in the 

product development process to solve more complex problems. Altair has dubbed its integrated solutions 

offering Smart Multiphysics. 

Each of Altair’s flagship solvers, OptiStruct
®
, RADIOSS

®
, AcuSolve

®
, and MotionSolve

®
, is a multi-

physics code in its own right. But, each may not always reflect the required combination of physics 

required for a specific problem. So, their solvers can also be coupled in a co-simulation mode to 

correctly capture the appropriate details. They define “Smart” as using the right technology to get the 

correct solution. 

Altair’s solvers also are designed to enable optimization as a natural element of simulation. For 

example, OptiStruct provides a framework for structural optimization, while HyperStudy enables 

workflows to link applications for design of experiments and other optimization studies, including in-

house and third party algorithms. Thus, Altair’s goal is to provide a comprehensive multiphysics 

capability within an integrated optimization capability. 

The context for moving to multiphysics optimization is clarified by the systems engineering Vee process 

diagram, Figure 1. The left side of the Vee is product ideation, architecture, and concept selection. The 

right side comprises realization and validation of the physical product. 

Traditionally, computer-aided engineering (CAE) has been used on the right side of the Vee as an 

analog of testing for performance evaluation and product validation. This function is extremely 

important, and is well-established at many companies. 

Note that the base of the Vee is acquiring and designing components. This means that on the right of the 

Vee the component dimensions and interfaces have already been decided. There is little freedom to 

substantially change the design at this point in the process. Changes are very expensive, and 

optimization is not very effective because of the maturity of the design and design constraints that are 

already in place. “Optimization technology is being applied too late at this stage in the process,” says 

Uwe Schramm, Altair’s Chief Technology Officer. To paraphrase an industry expert, Matthew Loew, 

“If you have CAD [computer-aided design geometry], it’s too late.” 

Optimization can be more gainfully applied on the left of the Vee, when the design is less formally 

defined and there is more freedom to conceptualize alternative concepts. But, the context is very 

different. In brief, during product architecture and concept selection, very complex decisions involving 

choices across domains (mechanical, electrical, software, controls, etc.) and physics disciplines 

(structures, fluids, thermal, optics, etc.) are being made. One must address these multi-dimensional 

systems engineering issues. 
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Figure 1—The Systems Engineering Vee
1
 

Altair’s vision, shared by many industry thought leaders, is that the systems engineering trade studies 

and optimization should be done up front and in sufficient detail such that the right side of the Vee 

becomes a simple exercise in product realization, with little iterative development. In other words, 

simulation would be used to generate, rather than evaluate, product configurations, geometry, material 

selection, and the like. This is the need that “smart multiphysics” addresses. 

Bob Yancey, Altair vice president for aerospace solutions, describes a typical use case. “Aircraft 

companies have simulation silos with sequential hand-offs,” he says. “The loads on the aircraft are 

provided by the aerodynamicists after they determine the aircraft configuration. The aircraft structure is 

then designed, and the aerodynamic loads need to be reassessed because the structural stiffness and 

deflection of aerodynamic components is different than those used initially. This cycle can be repeated 

only twice or three times during an aircraft development program. If we can couple the aerodynamic and 

structural optimization in a single simulation, we enable 20 or even 50 iterative cycles, resulting in better 

products and shorter time-to-market.” 

Altair’s Internal Innovation 

Altair was founded in 1985, and soon rose to prominence with its CAE modeling application, 

HyperMesh
®
. OptiStruct was launched in 1994, starting the company on its trajectory to develop 

simulation solvers within an overarching optimization strategy. 

The company was a pioneer of the idea that a comprehensive suite of software (HyperWorks) could 

provide additional value and utility, enabling all applications to be run using a pool of license tokens. An 

extension of functionality is provided via the Altair Partner Alliance
2
, which gives customers token-

based access to applications from select third-party developers, whose offerings run on the HyperWorks 

platform. 

Altair has recently taken innovative access to CAE software and HPC resources to the next level by 

offering a range of cloud-based solutions. Users are able to run CAE simulations instantly on their 

desktops anywhere by leveraging Altair’s Hosted HyperWorks Units (HHWU). For enterprise 

                                                 
1
 Adapted from: US Federal Highway Administration: http://ops.fhwa.dot.gov/publications/seitsguide/ “Systems Engineering 

for Intelligent Transportation Systems” 
2
 http://www.altairalliance.com/ 

http://www.altairalliance.com/
http://www.altair.com/(S(r3v4tvjw1n0hyka1blt1karq))/hhwu
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capabilities, customers can scale on premise (HyperWorks Unlimited™), or on the cloud (HyperWorks 

On-Demand), while simultaneously managing the entire simulation data lifecycle with Altair's 

Simulation Cloud Suite. 

HyperWorks Unlimited is an innovative HPC appliance for CAE delivered as a turn-key system to the 

customer site. It comes fully configured with HPC hardware and Altair software, offering unlimited 

private cloud use of all Altair HyperWorks engineering applications. 

Altair pays close attention to customer needs to drive customer value. In addition, the company offers 

engineering services, often fostering deep collaborations with customers to address technical challenges. 

This customer-centric approach drives innovation in Altair's simulation software offerings. 

The Multiphysics Software Portfolio 

Altair rightfully claims to be a leader in multiphysics simulation. The company now boasts a range of 

solvers for structures, fluids, mechanisms, composite materials, and electromagnetics, which will likely 

expand as customers’ needs evolve. The offerings demonstrate leading-edge applications, such as the 

optimization of mechanisms like aircraft control surfaces in a multiphysics calculation that includes 

aerodynamic loads and structural deflections (flexible bodies). 

Recommendations 

CIMdata believes that the use of optimization coupled with increasingly comprehensive multiphysics 

and multi-domain simulation will revolutionize product development. Companies that exploit these 

technologies will gain a sustainable competitive advantage, developing better products in less time. 

End-users should examine their development processes to target the use of optimization where it can be 

most beneficial. Usually, this is at a point early in the product development cycle, when CAE specialists 

are not typically engaged. A hierarchy of models should be used not only to evaluate performance, but 

to communicate design status and intent. 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, an independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize an 

enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM). CIMdata provides world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-

practice methods on PLM. CIMdata also offers research, subscription services, publications, and 

education through international conferences. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website 

at http://www.CIMdata.com or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108, 

USA. Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV Weert, The 

Netherlands. Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 
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CIMdata Publishes “Platformization: Dealing with a Matrix of Headaches” 

15 January 2015 

 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic management consulting and research firm announces 

the publication of a new position paper, the second in a series of three that explore PLM Platformization.  

“Platformization: Dealing with a Matrix of Headaches” considers platform support for “ideation,” or 

idea generation, which is at the heart of innovation. Platformization is driven by the complexity of 

allocating investment capital, overcoming a scarcity of human talent, complying with increasing 

regulation, satisfying consumers, and guarding against the risk of litigation. Handling these compound 

issues is best achieved by a matrix approach where ideation is a key requirement. 

In this paper CIMdata suggests that platformization will give users unprecedented power to subdue 

competitive threats, cope successfully with disruption, and keep up with leaps in technological 

advancement. According to Peter Bilello, CIMdata’s president, “The concept of platformization as a 

living, self-organizing entity will inevitably bring us to end-to-end lifecycle governance—from idea to 

obsolescence. In our business we are constantly reminded by the user community that governance in 

innovation and end-to-end lifecycle management is crucial. A far-reaching shift is underway that no 

enterprise, small or large, can afford to miss.” 

The third and final paper in this series will look at how platformization impacts the PLM marketplace as 

end-to-end lifecycle management becomes increasingly about sustaining the extended enterprise, and 

not just about enabling better, faster, and cheaper products. 

“Platformization: Dealing with a Matrix of Headaches” is freely available for download from CIMdata’s 

website at http://www.cimdata.com/en/resources/a-cimdata-dossier-plm-platformization. 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize 

an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered 

world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods on PLM solutions. These solutions 

incorporate both business processes and a wide-ranging set of PLM-enabling technologies. 

CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and providers of technologies and services seeking 

competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, 

provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The 

company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences 

worldwide. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia- 

Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website at www.CIMdata.com, follow us on 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews, or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann 

Arbor, MI 48108, USA, Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV 

Weert, The Netherlands, Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 
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Solutions to Leverage Digital Technologies for Product Realization: a CIMdata Commentary  

13 January 2015 

 

Key takeaways: 

 New digital technologies and processes are revolutionizing the way products and services are 

developed, and are also impacting workplaces, workforces, business channels, business models, 

and customers  

 Social product development is beginning to show significant success in ideation, problem 

solving, and knowledge management, enabling companies to collaborate with suppliers, 

consumers, customers, and other interested parties to capture input for new products as well as 

for enhancements to existing products 

 Using advanced analytics, Big Data technology and processes can transform data into 

actionable insights, which can help improve products and business processes, yielding improved 

business performance and customer satisfaction 

 TCS’ Digital Forces framework adds artificial intelligence (AI) and robotics to social, mobile, 

analytics, and cloud (SMAC) and applies them across the product lifecycle to facilitate product 

realization  

Modern Product Realization 

Over the past two decades, the tools used to convert ideas into physical products have undergone an 

amazing transformation. All aspects of bringing a product to market, from planning, designing, and 

prototyping through to production and even after-sales support, have been dramatically impacted by the 

migration to digital processes. CIMdata has seen many companies reduce their time to market, with 

better quality and profitability, using digital processes. In the digital environment, the product only 

exists as data in its early lifecycle, e.g., as market plans, CAD files, and simulation results. As the 

product definition matures, physical representations (prototypes) are developed before production is 

initiated. It is much easier to change a virtual product definition than a physical one; creating more 

digital design iterations allows the product to mature further and faster. This helps ensure that better 

products reach the market in a shorter amount of time, driving improved market share and profitability. 

Digital processes’ impact stretches beyond the product to the workplace, through improved 

communication, customer interaction, and even business models. Products are able to “phone home,” to 

automatically install software updates, to provide operational data, and to signal when support is 

needed—all improving the customer experience. Digital process data can support complex processes 

that generate new revenue streams and improve customer satisfaction. A good example of the power of 

Digital processes are products that can consume data from the cloud to provide the customer with 

additional services, such as when a GPS routes around traffic jams in real time.  

Social Product Development 

Recent advances in social technology and the cloud have enabled companies to improve communication 

along the complete value chain from idea to customer. Social product development (SPD) solutions are 

radically changing the workplace. The “digital native” younger generations are comfortable with SPD, 

using it to participate early in the product development process. Using social tools, companies are able 

to get information such as sentiment analysis and voice-of-the-customer data before building the 

product, during its development, and after it has shipped. This helps to ensure that customer needs are 

met and that customer demand is understood before the product ships. In addition, social tools enable 
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internal product discussions to be carried out in a structured form associated with the product, rather 

than locked up in difficult to track emails. This social data becomes an asset that can be leveraged and 

reused on future developments. 

In addition, SPD enables several use cases that are otherwise difficult to execute. Collaborative problem 

solving involves publishing a problem and allowing a broad community to view, comment on, discuss, 

and even to contribute intellectual property (IP), in order to solve the problem in unexpected ways. 

Sentiment analysis leverages unstructured public data sources such as Facebook as a basis for market 

research to identify how receptive consumers might be to a new product, feature, or service. 

The key benefits achieved to date with SPD are a maximized idea pipeline, improved customer 

experience, and more successful product introductions. CIMdata sees the benefits achieved with SPD as 

well aligned with the goals of most companies, but many are afraid to take the leap and work this way. 

Traditional companies are not used to leveraging extreme openness and direct customer collaboration, 

but promising case studies are starting to show the benefits to these methods.  

Big Data Analytics 

Big Data is commonly defined as a collection of data sets so large and complex that they defy analysis 

using traditional data-processing applications.
3
 Product development organizations across the globe are 

critically analyzing Big Data (e.g., assessing failure data, service data, warranty data, design data, 

performance data, and materials data) to understand and extract information patterns that can be fed 

back into the product development process. While connected products have been available for a long 

time, wider adoption of the Internet of Things (IoT) has made it cost effective and feasible to capture 

data from a much broader range of products. This data, commonly transmitted over the Internet, is 

processed and analyzed using algorithms that can assess product health and extract performance data, 

and can initiate product updates. This connectedness is enabling new services and improved customer 

experiences in both consumer and industrial markets. Big Data analytics processes are starting to have a 

significant impact on product development, both on the front end by gathering requirements from social 

sites used by consumers, and on the backend from consumer or customer responses and even directly 

from the products. 

Other Technologies that Impact Product Realization 

The cloud makes it much easier for companies to collaborate with their supply chain. Data access and 

real-time collaboration solutions are much simpler and support and enable ad-hoc collaboration. Mobile 

devices allow people to collaborate no matter where they are. In addition, services available on the 

cloud, like simulation tools, can be used with subscriptions or pay-per-use, making them accessible even 

to small companies. 

On the physical side, key technologies include 3D printing, advanced manufacturing supported by 

artificial intelligence (AI), and robotics. 3D printing driven by digital models has evolved from making 

fragile prototypes that were mostly used to assess geometric shape, to additive manufacturing that can 

make products and tooling out of a wide variety of materials, from plastic to metal, and even from 

organic material such as food products.  

Robotics technology has been widely used in complex or high-volume manufacturing for many years. 

Fully simulated robot programs defined from digital product definitions reduce the risk of expensive 

robot damage via mistakes in manual or shop floor programs. Advances in electronics like the Raspberry 

Pi and Arduino single-board computers have enabled the creation of complex products and systems at 

                                                 
3
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Big_data 
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low cost. Standardized components, including motors, actuators, sensors, and Wi-Fi, support the 

creation of sophisticated tools to address complex problems. Open-source software frameworks and 

development tools have eased the software development burden. 

Product Realization Solutions From TCS 

Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) is one of the largest global enterprises focused on providing business 

and technology services. Their over-300,000 employees support virtually all industries. In their most 

recent fiscal year TCS had revenues of $13.4 billion, with 16% year-over-year growth. CIMdata 

continues to be impressed by the breadth and depth of TCS’ offerings. At a recent visit to the TCS 

Innovation Forum a variety of customers presented on the success they’ve had with high-value services 

and support from TCS.  

TCS is focusing on five digital forces that they believe are shaping industry today: social, mobile, 

analytics (Big Data), cloud, and artificial intelligence/robotics. While many companies today focus on 

social, mobile, analytics, and cloud (SMAC), CIMdata sees great value in TCS’ addition of robotics and 

AI, which have many applications, including autonomous operation of equipment and products, and 

automated data analysis. Robotics is widely used to provide low cost, sophisticated, product 

manufacturing capability. Robotics can also be used to provide innovative product capabilities. The 

understanding TCS has gained from their consulting clients and partnerships has enabled them to 

integrate the five digital forces into solutions that address real business problems.  

 

Figure 1—How TCS’ Social Product Development Framework Relates to PLM 

(Courtesy of TCS) 

Figure 1 shows the TCS framework for SPD in the context of the product lifecycle. Because of their 

broad range of customers and consulting engagements, TCS has developed solutions that can support a 

range of end-to-end processes, including business-to-consumer (B2C), business-to-business (B2B), and 

business-to-reseller (B2R). Figure 2 shows the TCS framework for one of the five digital forces, Big 

Data analytics. TCS also has frameworks that support the other four digital forces. TCS’ engagement 

methodology uses the frameworks and the interoperability among them to assess how clients are 

currently performing and to develop and implement a roadmap that makes sense and creates appropriate 

business value. For example, a product planning group can analyze both market research data using 

sentiment analysis to determine product sustainability requirements, and supply chain analytics to 

identify suppliers or materials that meet those requirements within product cost targets. The state-of-the-

art building-block approach to solving problems allows TCS to leverage their knowledge base and help 

clients reconfigure and reimagine their business processes in new ways that leverage the unique aspects 

http://www.cimdata.com/en/news/item/2149-tcs-from-systems-integrator-to-systems-innovator-commentary
http://www.cimdata.com/en/news/item/2149-tcs-from-systems-integrator-to-systems-innovator-commentary
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of digital processes.  

 

Figure 2—TCS’ Big Data Analytics Framework’s Relationship to PLM  

(Courtesy of TCS) 

Conclusion 

Effective product realization is crucial to satisfying customer needs and wants. Recent advances in 

technology are having a significant impact on business. Customer cost, quality and delivery 

expectations, material and labor costs, and regulations, are always increasing. The adoption of new 

technologies and strategies like social product development and analytics are helping companies 

improve customer satisfaction while meeting business challenges. Social product development is 

improving communication across all aspects of the product lifecycle. Analytics technology using data-

driven insights to leverage the technology is enabling better decisions to be made and offering the best 

opportunity to address business issues.  

TCS’ focus on and experience with the five digital forces, SMAC plus AI/Robotics, has helped them to 

deliver the improvements companies seek. CIMdata sees social product development and analytics as 

key competencies that companies must implement to be competitive and take their product realization 

processes into the future. TCS’ state-of-the-art digital forces frameworks and methodologies provide 

client insights and efficiencies, and help them gain effective competitive advantages. 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, an independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize an 

enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM). CIMdata provides world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-

practice methods on PLM. CIMdata also offers research, subscription services, publications, and 

education through international conferences. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website 

at http://www.CIMdata.com or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108, 

USA. Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV Weert, The 

Netherlands. Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 
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Acquisitions 

Bentley Announces Acquisition of C3global and Its Amulet Operational Analytics 

13 January 2015 

 

Bentley Systems, Incorporated, announced that it has acquired U.K.-based C3global, provider of web-

based Amulet software for operational analytics. Bentley’s AssetWise platform, which serves 

configuration management, asset health monitoring, inspection, maintenance, and compliance for 

infrastructure assets, can now deliver additional actionable insights as asset performance management is 

extended, through AssetWise Amulet, for asset performance modeling. AssetWiseAmulet offers unique 

value in applying predictive and prescriptive analytics that are easily configurable at industrial scale to 

leverage just-in-time data for improved operational efficiencies. 

Among the many infrastructure owner-operators benefiting from Amulet operational analytics are water 

utilities, oil and gas, and power transmission grids. User organizations include Babcock, BP, Chevron, 

Danfoss, Emerson, MWH, National Grid, South Australian Water, and Total. 

Commenting on the acquisition, Paula Hollywood, senior analyst, ARC Advisory Group, said, 

“Advanced analytics helps break down the barriers between operational technology and information 

technology, facilitating more effective decision making. Our research shows that the use of advanced 

analytics can reduce costs, increase efficiency, and drive higher performance. The acquisition of 

C3global by Bentley Systems is a leading indicator of industrial-scale progress being made to help 

organizations optimize asset performance and achieve business goals.” 

Bentley Systems CEO Greg Bentley said, “On behalf of all my colleagues at Bentley, I welcome the 

C3global team to Bentley Systems, including Co-founder and Director Dr. Neil Rothwell, Co-founder 

and Director Pete Kelly, and CEO David Smith. Our acquisition of Amulet enables another cumulative 

BIM advancement – beyond leveraging design modeling, construction modeling, and reality modeling– 

for enhancing infrastructure asset performance. With our AssetWise APM offering, we already provide 

comprehensive solutions for reliability-centered maintenance and risk-based inspection. By 

configuring Amulet’s proven, industrial-strength operational analytics with our market-leading 

engineering analysis portfolio, optioneering can be extended through asset performance modeling for 

just-in-time operational decisions, which can now predictively consider, beyond engineering, the 

relevant environmental and economic context.” 

David Smith said, “All of us at C3global look forward to working side by side with our new colleagues 

at Bentley to further advance just-in-time data analysis for improved decision making and, ultimately, 

enhanced asset performance and owner-operator value. Given the unprecedented convergence of big 

data from the ‘Internet of Things,’ hybrid computing, and BIM’s advancement of functional engineering 

models – joining with Bentley to introduce asset performance modeling for industrial-scale 

infrastructure was absolutely compelling. Moreover, Bentley’s comprehensive portfolio of software for 

sustaining infrastructure will offer new and exciting opportunities to more broadly apply AssetWise 

Amulet’s operational analytics capabilities.” 

AssetWise Amulet can be readily configured to build sophisticated applications tailored to infrastructure 

operations needs without having to know a programming language. It bridges the gap between 

information technology (IT) and operational technology (OT), enabling advanced analytics to be an 

integral part of all aspects of the business process. Through AssetWise Amulet’s interactive and easily 

http://www.bentley.com/en-US/Products/AssetWise/
http://www.bentley.com/en-US/Products/AssetWise+Ivara+Performance+Management/
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configurable operational dashboards, owner-operators are provided with the context they need to be 

confident in their decisions and are afforded an easy method of measuring and managing the outcomes. 

AssetWise Amulet is designed to integrate and analyze “big data” generated by a wide range of external 

applications and systems – from SQL or Oracle databases to enterprise data warehouses, industrial data 

historians, and control systems, as well as maintenance and work order management systems. The data 

can be structured or unstructured and include systems data, photos, video, log books, Microsoft Excel 

files, event failures, scanned notes, witnessed events, and more. 

Once data from the IT and OT systems has been captured and aggregated, the software applies the users’ 

business rules, models, and knowledge to provide an improved view and understanding of operational 

performance for decision support. In conjunction with AssetWise-certified integrations to SAP EAM, 

IBM Maximo, and Oracle eAM, AssetWise Amulet will help drive the right actions at the right time, 

reducing operational risks and improving operational efficiency. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Mentor Graphics Acquires Flexras Technologies 

13 January 2015 

 

Mentor Graphics Corp. announced that it has acquired Flexras Technologies, a leading developer of 

proprietary technologies that reduce time required for prototyping, validation, and debug of integrated 

circuits (ICs) and systems on chip (SoCs).  Flexras timing-driven partitioning technology will expand 

and strengthen the portfolio of tools available from Mentor to help engineers overcome the challenges of 

increasingly complex design prototyping. 

“We’re extremely pleased to have the Flexras team join Mentor Graphics,” said John Lenyo, vice 

president and general manager of the Mentor Design Verification Technology Division. “We’re 

committed to helping our customers reduce the risks and costs associated with design prototyping and 

Flexras has proven to be a visionary in this area.” 

Terms of the deal were not disclosed. 

 

 Click here to return to Contents 

Company News 

3D Systems Partners with National Institutes of Health (NIH) to Advance Medical Innovations 

through 3D Printing 

15 January 2015 

 

3D Systems announced its role as a key partner in the 2015 Science in 3D Festival organized by the 

National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID), part of the National Institutes of Health 

(NIH). The event will be held on January 20-21, 2015, at the NIAID Fishers Lane Conference Center in 

Rockville, Maryland. 3D Systems will feature prominently in exhibits and lectures over the two day 

meeting. The festival will explore all aspects of 3D modeling, 3D printing, surgical simulation and 

http://3dsystems.com/
https://respond.niaid.nih.gov/conferences/Bioinformatics2015/Pages/default.aspx
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visualization technologies through experts from government, academia and the private sector. The event 

will also be available via NIH VideoCast. 

“As the leading American 3D printing company, 3DS is committed to working with the federal 

government to enhance the delivery of U.S. healthcare and drive innovation for novel therapies while 

reducing overall healthcare costs,” said Kevin McAlea, Executive Vice President and Chief Operating 

Officer, Healthcare, 3DS. “This event offers an important opportunity for us to explore common R&D 

interests and capabilities across multiple technologies—from 3D medical modeling, training and 

simulation to 3D printing of personalized medical instruments, implants and surgical guides.” 

In 2014, the NIH 3D Print Exchange was launched to provide an open and interactive website for 

sharing biomedical 3D print files, modeling tutorials, and educational material. The Science in 3D 

Festival builds upon this work to expand the use of 3D technology to advance research and medical 

innovation. 

3DS’ healthcare portfolio continues to grow significantly, both organically and through targeted 

acquisitions. From revolutionizing the hearing aid industry with custom-fit 3D printed ear shells and 

scalable, 3D manufacturing of millions of one-of-a-kind dental aligners to working with physicians on 

tens of thousands of personalized surgical procedures and facilitating virtual reality surgical simulation, 

3DS continues to lead the way in enhancing healthcare worldwide. 

3DS healthcare executives will be presenting several sessions throughout the two-day event as follows: 

 3D Printing – Reshaping Healthcare in the 21st Century, Andy Christensen, Vice President, 

Personalized Surgery & Medical Devices, 3DS – January 20, 1:00 – 1:30 p.m. EST 

 3D Scanning and 3D Printing: Using the Body to Design for the Body, Scott Summit, Senior 

Director, Functional Design, 3DS – January 20, 1:45 – 2:00 p.m. EST 

 A Dress Rehearsal for Surgery,  Ran Bronstein, Vice President, Chief Research and Operation 

Officer for Simbionix Products, 3DS – January 21, 10:00 – 10:15 a.m. EST 

3DS will also showcase its extensive portfolio of healthcare solutions that extend from the training room 

to the operating room. 3DS' end-to-end platform includes 3D simulation, training, virtual surgical 

planning, guiding and delivery of 3D printed procedures with many different types of patient specific 

medical devices. Around the globe on a daily basis, surgeons use the company's Virtual Surgical 

Planning (VSP
®
) services and patient-specific anatomical models for guiding complex reconstructive 

surgeries involving the face, orthopedic areas like the hip and knee, and even organs such as the kidney 

and heart. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

A2K Technologies Earns Autodesk PLM 360 Advisor Certification 

9 January 2015 

 

A2K Technologies announced that it is the first certified Autodesk PLM 360 Advisor in Australia. 

Autodesk PLM 360 provides next generation cloud-based product lifecycle management, to make 

processes more efficient and get products to market faster. 

Already an Autodesk Platinum Partner in Australia and the largest channel partner in the ANZ region, 

this designation further extend A2K Technologies’ Autodesk credentials. 

http://videocast.nih.gov/
http://3dprint.nih.gov/
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As a certified PLM 360 advisor, A2K Technologies has shown that it has made significant investment in 

its PLM 360 business, provides the highest level of industry acumen, and has the knowledge to sell and 

support Autodesk PLM 360. 

Fari Fanaeyan, Joint CEO, A2K Technologies said, “As the industry moves towards greater automation 

of processes and projects, and a growing need for cloud-based task access for stakeholders, the 

Autodesk PLM 360 Advisor status supports A2K’s whole-of-business approach in supporting our 

clients”. 

“This achievement further solidifies our position of trusted advisor in the widest range of design 

technology solutions for our clients,” said Paul Laycock, Joint CEO, A2K Technologies. 

Autodesk’s PLM 360 Advisor Program allows partners to brand their expertise in delivering solutions 

and services in the highly-specialised field of product lifecycle management (PLM) and PLM 360. 

“The A2K team brings deep expertise to this space, and Autodesk is confident that any company would 

greatly benefit from their strategic approach,” said Brian Roepke, Director of PLM at Autodesk. “The 

Autodesk PLM 360 solution combined with A2K’s expertise offers companies a comprehensive solution 

that harnesses the true power of PLM.” 

By completing the required curriculum and training, as well as meeting required levels of sales and 

service standards set by Autodesk, A2K Technologies has demonstrated itself to be a key advisor to 

Autodesk PLM 360 customers. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Adelaide Trio Delivering Advanced 3D Reality Capture, Scanning and Modelling Solutions 

13 January 2015 

 

Redstack has formed alliances with local partners Maptek and Avitus UAV Systems to deliver end to 

end reality capture, 3D scanning and 3D modelling solutions. 

With national headquarters in North Adelaide, Redstack is a provider of service and technology to 

engineering and architecture community. These new partnerships complement Redstack’s relationships 

with Autodesk, Apple and Makerbot, enabling Redstack to deliver end to end solutions for design, 

engineering and BIM professionals. 

Redstack Managing Director, Michael Lachs says “As a proud Australian company, we are very pleased 

to be partnering with leading Australian professionals in Maptek and Avitus. We are passionate about 

assisting Australian companies to grow and thrive in a global marketplace. Maptek and Avitus are just 

two of many South Australian success stories. We look forward to introducing their technologies to our 

clients throughout Australia and Asia Pacific.” 

Maptek is a provider of 3D scanning hardware. With more than 30 years of commitment to research and 

development, they offer an extensive range of high quality 3D scanning technologies. This partnership is 

extending the reach of Maptek’s industry leading 3D scanning technologies beyond mining and into the 

building and construction industry. James Moncrieff, Technical Services and Distributor Coordinator at 

Maptek says “Through our partnership with Redstack, we are seeing exciting applications of our 

technologies in the architecture and construction industries. 3D scanning is providing significant safety 
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improvements and efficiency for architects and engineers working on existing sites.” 

Avitus UAV Systems are another local success story, offering customised aerial systems for professional 

aerial photography and videography from South Australia. This partnership provides Redstack clients 

the opportunity to complement their existing design systems with professional aerial products and 

services. Simon Butterworth, Avitus Managing Director says “With the broad range of UAV 

technologies on the market, it’s important you get the right technology to meet your needs. There are 

complex regulation and licensing requirements for utilising aerial technologies and partnering with 

someone like Redstack will ensure you avoid making a costly mistake in selecting the right technology 

and complying with regulatory requirements.” 

These partnerships allow Redstack to take cutting edge technologies and deliver them as complete 

solutions to address existing challenges and create new possibilities for their clients. The wide range of 

available technologies can be overwhelming, partnering with an expert like Redstack ensures you are 

using the right technologies for your organisation’s goals and objectives. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

ANSYS Partners With Leading European Supercomputing Center  

15 January 2015 

 

Researchers from academic institutions across Europe will soon be able to perform some of the most 

sophisticated simulations imaginable thanks to a new partnership between ANSYS and the High 

Performance Computing Center (HLRS) of the University of Stuttgart/Germany. 

The partnership offers researchers access to ANSYS' engineering simulation solutions on HLRS' 

supercomputing assets to perform demanding computational fluid dynamics (CFD) simulations for 

industrial machinery and internal combustion engine applications. Those applications require all 

simulation variables to be analyzed over time and space, which puts significant demands on high 

performance computing (HPC) power and data storage. Both applications involve developing and 

enhancing sophisticated simulation models that are associated with such complex phenomena as fuel 

injection, evaporation and fuel-wall interaction, as well as combustion and emission formation. 

"In the past, academia's adoption of solutions such as those provided by ANSYS on high-end 

supercomputing platforms was hindered by cost. In some cases, the lack of domain expertise in applying 

HPC to scientific research represented an additional obstacle," said Wim Slagter, ANSYS' lead product 

manager for HPC. "This partnership will remove those hurdles, demonstrate the potential of 

supercomputing and accelerate cutting-edge CFD research in academic labs."  

This collaboration between HLRS and ANSYS supports the German government's high-tech strategy 

because it paves the way for optimized utilization of available HPC infrastructure, such as HLRS' 

petascale system, dubbed Hornet. The Cray XC40 supercomputer features the Cray Aries network and 

includes nearly 95,000 Intel Haswell processor cores. ANSYS solutions provide extreme scalability 

beyond 20,000 processor cores, enabling users to perform multiphysics, multi-scale simulations with a 

degree of accuracy that was previously impossible to achieve using this software. 

"This partnership will help to accelerate the pace of groundbreaking research for the development of 

commercial products in the equipment manufacturing and automotive sectors, among others," said 

Michael M. Resch, HLRS director. "As one of Europe's leading HPC centers, we are proud to have 

http://www.ansys.com/
http://www.hlrs.de/
http://www.hlrs.de/
http://www.hlrs.de/news/systems/systems/article/supercomputer-hornet-up-and-running/
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further enhanced our access to HPC technology and computational services that are secure and 

extremely scalable. These new capabilities enable us to strengthen one of the world's best scientific 

research ecosystems." 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

AVEVA Opens New Office in Saudi Arabia 

14 January 2015 

 

AVEVA today announced the opening of its new office in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The new office 

strengthens its presence in the Middle East and further enhances its growing global network. The office 

will offer sales and support for all of AVEVA’s solutions and services, with particular focus on Owner 

Operators (OOs) and Engineering, Procurement and Construction (EPCs) contractors in the very 

important oil & gas and power sectors. 

'This strategic location in Saudi Arabia positions AVEVA to add even greater value to our growing 

client base in the Middle East’, said Richard Longdon, CEO, AVEVA Group. ‘The new office is another 

example of our continued investment to deliver local sales and support where our customers operate. We 

will be focused on helping our OO and EPC customers improve their businesses through predictable 

project delivery and reliable operations.’ 

‘At AVEVA we recognise how important it is to provide service and support in local language and in 

accordance with local culture,’ Helmut Schuller, Executive Vice President, Group Sales, AVEVA 

added. ‘Saudi Arabia represents a key market. It has the world’s largest crude oil production capacity 

and the plan to increase electricity generating capacity to 120 gigawatts (GW) by 2032. We will be on 

the ground to offer solutions that can be used across the project and asset life cycle, ensuring our 

customers can anticipate changing technology needs and business objectives.‘ 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Comet Solutions® Partners with EON Technology to Serve Automotive Industry in China 

15 January 2015 

 

Comet Solutions, Inc., announced today an international distribution agreement with China-based 

Shanghai EON Info Technology Co., Ltd. The partnership enables EON Tech to sell the Comet suite of 

SimApps as well as develop new SimApps for customers in the People’s Republic of China and Hong 

Kong. 

Partnership Increases Automotive Industry Coverage in China 

Comet is focused on the need for productivity gains and cost savings of automotive customers. The 

company offers SimApps across automotive product systems including axle, suspension, bumper, brake 

and steering. Commented Dan Meyer, Comet Solutions President and CEO, “We are committed to 

serving our auto customers such as American Axle & Manufacturing and Magna International as they 

seek to automate more simulation workflows and deploy these Comet SimApps globally. EON Tech 

brings substantial experience and expertise working with automotive OEMs and suppliers in China, 
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which allows us to better support and grow our automotive customer base.” 

EON Tech Will Use Comet as SimApps Development Platform 

In addition to distributing Comet SimApps, EON Tech will create and market new SimApps, thereby 

extending coverage of automotive product systems. Wu JianQing, EON Tech Vice President, explained, 

“Our customers ask us to deliver solutions for efficiency and automation but the customization has been 

too costly and time consuming. Comet gives us a toolkit approach to rapidly build and modify these 

applications. We are excited how Comet as a SimApps development platform will grow our business.” 

Partners Key to Serving China Market 

With the addition of EON Tech, Comet has five China distribution partners, which gives the company 

broad geographic and industry coverage in a high growth market for simulation solutions. Comet relies 

on the local relationships, technical services and support of partners to continue its success in China. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

3D Systems Partners with National Institutes of Health (NIH) to Advance Medical Innovations 

through 3D Printing 

15 January 2015 

 

3D Systems announced its role as a key partner in the 2015 Science in 3D Festival organized by the 

National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID), part of the National Institutes of Health 

(NIH). The event will be held on January 20-21, 2015, at the NIAID Fishers Lane Conference Center in 

Rockville, Maryland. 3D Systems will feature prominently in exhibits and lectures over the two day 

meeting. The festival will explore all aspects of 3D modeling, 3D printing, surgical simulation and 

visualization technologies through experts from government, academia and the private sector. The event 

will also be available via NIH VideoCast. 

“As the leading American 3D printing company, 3DS is committed to working with the federal 

government to enhance the delivery of U.S. healthcare and drive innovation for novel therapies while 

reducing overall healthcare costs,” said Kevin McAlea, Executive Vice President and Chief Operating 

Officer, Healthcare, 3DS. “This event offers an important opportunity for us to explore common R&D 

interests and capabilities across multiple technologies—from 3D medical modeling, training and 

simulation to 3D printing of personalized medical instruments, implants and surgical guides.” 

In 2014, the NIH 3D Print Exchange was launched to provide an open and interactive website for 

sharing biomedical 3D print files, modeling tutorials, and educational material. The Science in 3D 

Festival builds upon this work to expand the use of 3D technology to advance research and medical 

innovation. 

3DS’ healthcare portfolio continues to grow significantly, both organically and through targeted 

acquisitions. From revolutionizing the hearing aid industry with custom-fit 3D printed ear shells and 

scalable, 3D manufacturing of millions of one-of-a-kind dental aligners to working with physicians on 

tens of thousands of personalized surgical procedures and facilitating virtual reality surgical simulation, 

3DS continues to lead the way in enhancing healthcare worldwide. 

3DS healthcare executives will be presenting several sessions throughout the two-day event as follows: 

 3D Printing – Reshaping Healthcare in the 21st Century, Andy Christensen, Vice President, 

http://3dsystems.com/
https://respond.niaid.nih.gov/conferences/Bioinformatics2015/Pages/default.aspx
http://videocast.nih.gov/
http://3dprint.nih.gov/
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Personalized Surgery & Medical Devices, 3DS – January 20, 1:00 – 1:30 p.m. EST 

 3D Scanning and 3D Printing: Using the Body to Design for the Body, Scott Summit, Senior 

Director, Functional Design, 3DS – January 20, 1:45 – 2:00 p.m. EST 

 A Dress Rehearsal for Surgery,  Ran Bronstein, Vice President, Chief Research and Operation 

Officer for Simbionix Products, 3DS – January 21, 10:00 – 10:15 a.m. EST 

3DS will also showcase its extensive portfolio of healthcare solutions that extend from the training room 

to the operating room. 3DS' end-to-end platform includes 3D simulation, training, virtual surgical 

planning, guiding and delivery of 3D printed procedures with many different types of patient specific 

medical devices. Around the globe on a daily basis, surgeons use the company's Virtual Surgical 

Planning (VSP
®
) services and patient-specific anatomical models for guiding complex reconstructive 

surgeries involving the face, orthopedic areas like the hip and knee, and even organs such as the kidney 

and heart. 
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Dassault Systèmes Appoints Gian Paolo Bassi CEO of SOLIDWORKS 

14 January 2015 

 

Dassault Systèmes announced that Gian Paolo Bassi has been appointed Chief Executive Officer of its 

3D design software brand SOLIDWORKS. 

Gian Paolo Bassi will spearhead the development of SOLIDWORKS’ future product and technology 

strategies designed for the desktop and the cloud and the continued collaboration with the brand’s user 

community. Gian Paolo Bassi replaces Bertrand Sicot, who is promoted Vice President Sales of Dassault 

Systèmes’ Value Solutions sales channel. 

“Behind every great brand is great talent, and Gian Paolo and Bertrand have been architects of change 

for SOLIDWORKS,” said Bernard Charlès, President and CEO of Dassault Systèmes. “SOLIDWORKS 

has developed into a comprehensive portfolio for intuitive, integrated 3D design, simulation, electrical 

design, product data management and technical communication and continues to thrive thanks to 

engineering ingenuity and user collaboration. We look forward to continued success for SOLIDWORKS 

under Gian Paolo’s leadership and to strong Value Solutions channel sales growth from Bertrand’s 

extensive sales experience.” 

Gian Paolo Bassi has been instrumental in the growth of SOLIDWORKS since joining Dassault 

Systèmes in 2011 as SOLIDWORKS Vice President Research and Development. With a hands-on 

technical approach and working in close collaboration with SOLIDWORKS’ tight-knit user community 

of more than two million engineers and designers, Gian Paolo Bassi led the development of the brand’s 

cloud applications, SOLIDWORKS Mechanical Conceptual and SOLIDWORKS Industrial Conceptual, 

to provide users with an instinctive powerful 3D modeling environment with online data storage and 

social collaboration on Dassault Systèmes’ 3DEXPERIENCE platform. 

Gian Paolo Bassi, 55 years old, has more than 25 years of experience in 3D, CAD, and PLM application 

development. Prior to joining Dassault Systèmes’ SOLIDWORKS brand, he was founder and CTO of 

RIWEBB where he oversaw the development of new technologies for the mechanical and architectural 

design automation industry. He was also previously vice president and CTO of ImpactXoft, where he 

co-invented three of his five patents in functional modeling. 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.3ds.com&esheet=51019486&newsitemid=20150114006049&lan=en-US&anchor=Dassault+Syst%C3%A8mes&index=1&md5=225b8e02b50661b103715d3c5dd98e48
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Bertrand Sicot, former CEO of SOLIDWORKS, is now Dassault Systèmes’ Vice President Sales of its 

Value Solutions sales channel, its indirect sales network of over 500 partners in 36 countries. With more 

than 20 years of sales operations leadership in both domestic and international engineering businesses, 

Bertrand Sicot joined SOLIDWORKS in 1997 as Regional Sales Manager for Western Europe and 

Scandinavia and held a number of subsequent high-level sales positions for SOLIDWORKS, including 

Executive Vice President of Sales. 
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Dassault Systèmes Will Drive Adoption of Clean Energy Products as Part of $70 Million U.S. 

Department of Energy Grant 

9 January 2015 

 

Dassault Systèmes announced it is a charter member of the Institute for Advanced Composites 

Manufacturing Innovation (IACMI), a 122-member consortium awarded a $70 million grant by the U.S. 

Department of Energy (DOE). The goal of the newly formed institute is to create better composite 

materials and technologies for rapid deployment within the automotive, wind turbine and compressed 

gas storage industries. 

The new institute, announced today by President Obama, will focus on advanced fiber-reinforced 

polymer composites that combine strong fibers with tough plastics to yield materials that are lighter and 

stronger than steel. While advanced composites are used in selective industries such as aerospace, 

military vehicles, satellites and luxury cars, these materials remain expensive, require large amounts of 

energy to manufacture and are difficult to recycle. IACMI is dedicated to overcoming these barriers by 

developing low-cost, high-production, energy-efficient manufacturing and recycling processes for 

composites applications. 

“Dassault Systèmes is proud to be a charter member of IACMI and will have the honor to work 

alongside partners in the non-profit sector, universities, national laboratories and private industry, as 

well as the Department of Energy’s Advanced Manufacturing Office to enable innovation and 

competitiveness in the U.S. manufacturing sector and drive the development of more efficient products,” 

said Bruno Latchague, Senior Executive Vice President, Americas Market and Global Sales Operations, 

Dassault Systèmes. 

IACMI is the fifth named institute and another important step toward fulfilling the President’s vision of 

the National Network for Manufacturing Innovation (NNMI). The public-private partnership was 

selected through a competitive process led by the Advanced Manufacturing Office within the 

Department of Energy’s Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy. The DOE Clean Energy 

Manufacturing Innovation Institute’s award is supported by a $70 million Federal commitment over five 

years combined with an equal or greater amount in non-federal resources. 
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Exhibition of Bjarke Ingels Group at National Building Museum Sponsored by GRAPHISOFT 

15 January 2015 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.3ds.com%2F&esheet=51016649&newsitemid=20150109005874&lan=en-US&anchor=Dassault+Syst%C3%A8mes&index=1&md5=6bf3e00e799aacb16c5c9cf95060d85b
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fiacmi.org%2F&esheet=51016649&newsitemid=20150109005874&lan=en-US&anchor=Institute+for+Advanced+Composites+Manufacturing+Innovation&index=2&md5=ed07c5bc7a2b7fe2345490d51acb7cd9
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fiacmi.org%2F&esheet=51016649&newsitemid=20150109005874&lan=en-US&anchor=Institute+for+Advanced+Composites+Manufacturing+Innovation&index=2&md5=ed07c5bc7a2b7fe2345490d51acb7cd9
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitehouse.gov%2Fthe-press-office%2F2015%2F01%2F09%2Ffact-sheet-president-obama-announces-new-manufacturing-innovation-hub-kn&esheet=51016649&newsitemid=20150109005874&lan=en-US&anchor=announced+today+by+President+Obama&index=3&md5=9b44b2b761d246b054b66d0600e42c7e
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmanufacturing.gov%2Fnnmi.html&esheet=51016649&newsitemid=20150109005874&lan=en-US&anchor=National+Network+for+Manufacturing+Innovation+%28NNMI%29.&index=4&md5=9d625365294bee4d6740f026aa8e2205
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GRAPHISOFT® will sponsor renowned international design firm, BIG's (Bjarke Ingels Group) 

returning exhibition to the National Building Museum. 

Entitled HOT TO COLD: an odyssey of architectural adaptation, the display opens on January 24, 

2015 and remains on view through August 30, 2015. The exhibition demonstrates how BIG's design 

solutions exist in and are shaped by the hottest and the coldest parts of planet Earth. Featuring 20 of the 

studio's latest projects, the exhibit provides a glimpse into how the firm works with intense creativity 

and innovation while developing concepts for new buildings. 

"We are honored to contribute to the exhibition of one of our most successful client's signature designs 

at the National Building Museum," said Viktor Varkonyi, CEO of GRAPHISOFT. "It's a testimony to 

how significant their design philosophy and work has become in the United States and beyond." 
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JEC Composites Group Names e-Xstream engineering's Digimat Software Design Innovation of the 

Year 

12 January 2015 

 

MSC Software Corporation announced that e-Xstream engineering's Digimat modeling platform has 

been named a top innovation in composite manufacturing by the world's largest composite industry 

group. 

The JEC Group awarded Digimat with its 2014 JEC Americas Innovation Award at its recent event in 

Boston. JEC awards have showcased excellence in composite manufacturing for 14 years, singling out 

more than 150 companies and 350 partners for contributions to improving composites technology and 

enhancing value for end users. 

Digimat, the nonlinear, multi-scale material and structure modeling platform, was the winner in the 

design category. Digimat enables engineers do both micro- and macro-scale analyses of composites that 

predict composite performance and behavior. Digimat enabling technology - relied upon by major 

material suppliers, Tier 1s and OEMS in all industries - is grouped into a set of tools, solutions and 

expertise aimed at helping material engineers to engineer innovative composites and structural engineers 

to design optimal composite structures taking into account their unique characteristics induced by the 

constituents and manufacturing process. 

The judges based their decision on Digimat's ability to provide engineers and designers with advanced, 

accurate descriptions of local composite behavior. That knowledge gives them the confidence to take 

full advantage of composites' potential to replace metals with lighter but equally strong parts, assemblies 

and systems. The judges also praised Digimat's integration into existing design processes, and for 

bridging the gap between manufacturing process and structural analysis. 

"We have spent 11 years developing Digimat into the world's leading modeling solution for engineering 

composite materials and structures," said Dr. Roger Assaker, CEO of e-Xstream engineering, an MSC 

Software Company and MSC Chief material strategist. "This recognition from JEC group is a great 

testimony to our technology's capabilities and the team that developed it." 

"With the JEC Americas Boston event focusing specifically on simulation and design, the Digimat 

platform was a valuable addition to our long list of JEC Innovation Awards winners. Behavioral 

http://www.nbm.org/exhibitions-collections/exhibitions/hot-to-cold.html
http://www.mscsoftware.com/
http://www.e-xstream.com/
http://www.e-xstream.com/
http://www.e-xstream.com/
http://www.e-xstream.com/
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predictions of composite materials is a key topic that e-Xstream engineering covered perfectly," said 

Nicolas Baudry, Market Development Manager North America, JEC Composites Group. 
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Microsol Resources Announces Newest Technology Partnership with Keynetix 

14 January 2015 

 

Microsol Resources Corporation is pleased to announce the addition of Keynetix to its growing 

association of Technology Partners. 

Keynetix is a UK-based company, expert in geotechnical and geoenvironmental data management. 

Solutions cover every stage of the geotechnical data journey from planning, through site work and 

reporting to 3D modeling and BIM. In 2011, the company was awarded Autodesk Worldwide 

Geotechnical Industry Partner status as recognition of its expertise in this specialty. Innovation and 

support includes integration with AutoCAD Civil 3D and BIM, helping many clients to achieve 

significant efficiencies on their projects. 

The new partnership draws on the distinct strengths of each company: Microsol Resources' ability to 

provide solutions and consulting for AEC clients with diverse needs, and Keynetix's depth in 

geotechnical BIM, geotechnical data management, reporting and data interchange. 

"We are thrilled to be able to partner with Keynetix to provide our infrastructure customers with superb 

geotechnical and geoenvironmental solutions that work within the Autodesk Civil 3D platform," 

said Emilio Krausz, President of Microsol Resources. 

Gary Morin, Technical Director and Co-Founder of Keynetix agreed: "With proven success in serving 

the design and construction industry at every project phase, Microsol Resources is an ideal partner for 

delivering high quality advisory and support services in the Northeast U.S. and we are very excited 

about working with them." 

This latest partnership reinforces the dedication of Microsol Resources to matching business needs with 

products and support, one of many reasons that the company has received numerous recent accolades 

such as Autodesk's Partner of the Year, and exceptional rankings in customer satisfaction. 
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Pointwise Names New Distributors for Canada and India 

12 January 2015 

 

Pointwise, Inc. has signed distributorship agreements with Applied CCM Canada and KFour Metrics of 

India for sales and support of the Pointwise mesh generation software in those respective countries.  

“With the addition of Applied CCM Canada and KFour Metrics, we are able to provide an even higher 

level of service to our customers in two key markets, Canada and India,” said Rick Matus, Pointwise 

vice president for sales and marketing. “Both companies have a business philosophy similar to ours: 

provide engineering and scientific meshing customers with a high level of technical expertise and 

personal interaction that foster long-term, mutually beneficial relationships. We are happy to have them 
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both as part of our team.” 

Applied CCM Canada, a partner with Applied CCM Pty. in Australia, was founded last year in Ottawa, 

Canada. 

“Applied CCM Canada is excited to be the newest Pointwise international distributor,” said Dr. Chris 

Sideroff, principal director. “We believe Pointwise's technical features and customization capabilities 

are in alignment with our customers’ current and future vision of computational fluid dynamics (CFD). 

In addition to the cornerstone industries Canada is known for, it has been experiencing significant 

growth in sectors such as alternative energy, aerospace, astronautics, and biotechnology. Applied CCM 

Canada is recognizing the rapidly advancing needs of engineers in these fields by adding Pointwise to its 

portfolio.” 

Applied CCM Canada offers development, support, training, and consultancy, for OpenFOAM
®
. 

Applied CCM is also the originator and main developer of Caelus, a fork of OpenFOAM designed to 

improve the user experience and give businesses confidence that open-source CFD solutions are an 

excellent alternative to commercial offerings. 

KFour Metrics started in 2007, after principal partners Venkatesh and Shaila Chavaly sold their stake in 

Designtech Systems Pvt. Ltd. In 1994 they had started Krittika Software Pvt. Ltd., an engineering design 

company based in Hyderabad. It distributed SDRC (now Siemens-PLM) Artisan series and the NX 

series, along with offering CAD/CAE services to private and government organizations. In 2002 the 

company merged with Designtech Systems Pvt. Ltd. and became distributors of Altair products also. 

KFour sought a partnership with Pointwise because “we did extensive research based on a few 

parameters, like technology demand in the markets, whether we can develop the skills internally to 

provide technical support to our customers, niche technology, culture of the company we plan to 

associate with, life span. We liked the fact that Pointwise has been in the CFD meshing business for the 

last 20 years. We liked the sales approach, evident on the Pointwise website,” Shaila Chavaly said. “We 

see a growing demand in India for CFD-related services and products.” 

KFour specializes in defense and the aerospace industry. It believes analysis, design, implementation 

and evaluation “are the cornerstone of engineering. Our strategy has always been to focus on niche 

technologies. KFour Metrics is a result of this focus,” Shaila Chavaly said.  
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PTC’s ThingWorx and Axeda Internet of Things (IoT) Enabling Technologies Win Multiple 

Excellence Awards at CES 2015 

15 January 2015 

 

PTC today announced that the Internet of Things (IoT) enabling technology businesses it acquired in 

2014 – ThingWorx and Axeda –received several prestigious awards from Compass Intelligence at last 

week’s International CES, the world’s largest consumer electronics show. 

ThingWorx was awarded both Enabling Technology of the Year and App Development / Enablement 

Platform of the Year in its category. Axeda was named Enabling Company of the Year. 

“We are honored to have been recognized for our innovations in advancing the technology that enables 

http://www.appliedccm.ca/
http://www.kfourmetrics.com/
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the Internet of Things,” said Jim Heppelmann, president and CEO, PTC. “We are focused on giving 

companies the tools and technology they need to connect their products and create the applications that 

will empower them to thrive in this new world. These awards validate the strength of our offerings.” 

The 2015 Compass Intelligence Awards were selected by 60+ industry-leading press, editors, and 

analysts who cover the mobile and wireless market. The Compass Intelligence Awards includes 

Mobility, A-List in M2M, Bamboo Mobile Green Technology, and Customer & Digital Experience 

Awards. The Awards recognize the best in mobile computing, wireless data communications, Internet of 

Things, green technology, digital & customer experience products and services offered in the market 

during the past year. 

“Compass Intelligence is proud to honor and recognize industry leaders that are advancing the mobile 

industry and innovating to better enable consumers and the enterprise,” said Stephanie Atkinson, CEO & 

Founder, Compass Intelligence in a statement. “This esteemed list of awardees represents the future of 

wireless, M2M, and eco-friendly products and services. The consensus from industry experts makes the 

Compass Intelligence Awards a true industry recognition for vendors and service providers.” 
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Stratasys Adds Senior Vice President of Global Operations 

15 January 2015 

 

Stratasys Ltd. announced the addition of Senior Vice President of Global Operations, Jerome Hamilton. 

Hamilton comes to Stratasys from 3M, a global company with $30 billion in revenue. Since 2012, 

Hamilton served as Vice President of Lean Six Sigma Operations, Corporate Quality and Acquisition 

Integration. He had a significant role in devising strategy and operation plans for 3M's Industrial 

Business Group, its largest business group. Hamilton also successfully led the Masking and Surface 

Protection Business with full P&L responsibility. 

Prior to joining 3M, Hamilton held top operations positions at Ford Motor Co., including Plant Manager, 

where he reversed declining productivity at one facility, making it the top-ranked plant among 20 Ford 

plants. 

Hamilton will be based in Minneapolis and report to Stratasys' COO and CFO, Erez Simha. "We look 

forward to Jerome joining the Stratasys team," says Erez Simha. "And we look to him to support goals 

to improve manufacturing efficiency, optimize capacity and reduce cost of operations, all areas in which 

he has a proven track record." 

Hamilton earned a Bachelor of General Science from Morehouse College, a Bachelor of Science in 

Industrial Engineering from Georgia Tech, and a Master of Science in Engineering Management from 

the University of Detroit Mercy. He also earned a Master of Science in International Logistics from 

Georgia Tech, with rotations in Europe and Asia Pacific/Japan and completed the Harvard Business 

School's Advanced Management Program. 
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Success Confirmed in 2014 for the Online Distribution of CAD Files 

15 January 2015 

 

TraceParts has announced a sharp increase in the amount of traffic generated in 2014 by its free 

library TracePartsOnline.net, which boasts over two million registered design professionals. 

TraceParts launched the TracePartsOnline.net website in 2001, giving millions of designers a gateway to 

a wealth of technical data on industrial parts and the possibility to freely download CAD models 

selected for their design projects. 

With downloads up more than 20% in 2014, TracePartsOnline.net delivered over 50 million CAD 

models. This increase confirms the growing appetite among engineers and design professionals for 

downloading parts’ CAD files. TraceParts already highlighted this trend during the second quarter of 

2014 (see the TraceParts press release of May 19, 2014), which reflects how the global race for 

innovation equates to shorter design and development cycles for new products. 

Numerous part  vendors of electronic, electrical or mechanical components have already implemented 

online CAD file delivery solutions from their own websites, using TraceParts’ technology and 

experience. Most of these companies have also published their technical data and 3D files 

on TracePartsOnline.net to substantially increase their exposure to their market and generate lists of new 

highly-qualified prospects. 

In 2014, the TraceParts engineering platform attracted over four million unique visitors, peaking with 

six million page views in May 2014 alone. 

Enriched every day with new industrial components, TracePartsOnline.net provides design and 

engineering departments with a choice of over 100 million technical data ready for download in 2D and 

3D, compatible with all the most popular native CAD software. 
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TUKATECH Appoints Umesh Gaur as President for Asia 

9 January 2015 

 

TUKATECH, INC. announced that its Board of Directors named Umesh Gaur as President for 

TUKATECH, Asia. Based at the Asia Headquarters in Gurgaon, Haryana, India, Umesh will be 

responsible for all Asia and Eastern European operations. 

“Umesh started as Systems Manager in 2003 and quickly climbed the ladder within the organization. For 

the last three years as Executive Vice President, he has grown the business to multi-folds in Asia. Our 

customers adore him and the technical staff respects him. His dedication to customer service along with 

his technical understanding of our business makes him the perfect candidate to take TUKATECH to new 

heights” commented Dr. Krishna Sareen, Chairman of the Board. 

“By far, 2014 has proven how Umesh headed the implementation of TUKA 2D and 3D systems at 

companies like Reliance Trends, Zovi.com, Jabong.com, Intertek, Epic in Vietnam and Bangladesh, 

Adrianna Papell and Forever New in China. We are certain that he will continue to provide solutions 

that made TUKATECH the leader in 2D/3D CAD/CAM technology for the apparel industry”, added 

Ram Sareen, CEO – Founder of TUKATECH. 

http://www.tracepartsonline.net/
http://www.traceparts.com/news-and-events/2014-press-releases/pr09122014/
http://www.tracepartsonline.net/
http://www.traceparts.com/news-and-events/2014-press-releases/pr19052014/
http://www.traceparts.com/publish-your-3d-product-catalogs/who-is-it-for/
http://www.tracepartsonline.net/
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U.S. CAD Named Autodesk Q3 Partner of the Quarter 

14 January 2015 

 

U.S. CAD is proud to announce that it has earned the “Autodesk Partner of the Quarter” achievement for 

the Americas for the third quarter of the 2015 Autodesk fiscal year. This designation recognizes U.S. 

CAD not only for its sales performance and outstanding customer service, but also for the growth of its 

operations and its investment in the business of selling Autodesk software. 

In addition to the company’s impressive sales performance, U.S. CAD also had great success in 

implementing other best practices including significant improvements in the company’s customer 

satisfaction procedures and feedback results, along with execution of several strategic Autodesk 

initiatives and the launch of the BIM Workshops user events. 

“U.S. CAD earned the title of Reseller of the Quarter because of its commitment to customers”, said Bill 

Griffin, Vice President, Executive Sales at Autodesk. “U.S. CAD demonstrates best practices and great 

work processes and collaboration with Autodesk as we continue to address the growing and changing 

needs of our joint customers.” 

“We are honored to be acknowledged as the Q3 Autodesk Reseller of the Quarter in North America,” 

states Danny Counts, CEO of U.S. CAD. “Our team has always been committed to closely partnering 

with our clients in order to better understand their business challenges and offer solutions that address 

both their business and technology goals. We are looking forward to some exciting news and events next 

year, including the introduction of the U.S. CAD family of brands and the 2015 BIM Workshops.” 
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Events News 

Delcam CRISPIN’s latest Footwear Design Software on Show at SIMAC 

12 January 2015 

 

Delcam CRISPIN will demonstrate the 2015 release of its ShoeMaker Pro CAD software for the design 

of all types of footwear at the SIMAC exhibition to be held in Milan from 25th to 27th February.  The 

new version incorporates improvements to the last import wizard, the introduction of style-line 

templates to speed up the creation of classic shoe designs, more flexibility in the modelling of heels, and 

the ability to create tuned flattening-parameter files based on existing lasts and production flattenings. 

ShoeMaker Pro is the only CAD program for the footwear industry that integrates fully 3D designs of 

lasts, uppers and soles, so allowing the complete CAD model of the shoe to be developed and visualised 

in a single system.  This integrated approach benefits all footwear designers, but is particularly 

advantageous for companies making sports shoes and other designs that include complex soles. 

In ShoeMaker Pro 2015, the last import wizard has been improved to give more efficient import of last 

http://www.prweb.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5iaW0td29ya3Nob3BzLmNvbS8=
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designs.  Once the design has been imported, key points on the last can be identified, such as the heel-

top point, the heel-bottom point and the toe point.  Nodes on the top curve, feather curve, centre curve 

and heel curve can be edited, if required. 

For companies using lasts from their existing ranges, the last filter makes it quicker and easier to select 

the required last from the last library.  Upper and lower values required for different properties can be 

added into a filter dialog to find lasts that meet the desired criteria.  

Another new tool in the 2015 release allows ShoeMaker Pro to analyse flattenings that have been 

created outside the software and then use the findings to create a flattening parameter file.  To create the 

file, a series of lasts and patterns need to be imported into ShoeMaker Pro, with each linked set given the 

same name.  A degree of difference can be specified to control how close to the existing flattening the 

results from the new flattening parameter file need to be.  Once created, the new file can be used for any 

future flattening operations. 

The addition of style-line templates to ShoeMaker Pro will speed up the generation of classic 

designs.  Style lines from templates representing six different popular styles can be added to either or 

both the inside or outside of the last.  Once added, the lines can be edited to create a new design or used 

directly to produce panels. 

In a related development, three new options have been added for the creation of style lines based on 

standard geometric shapes.  Circles, rectangles and polygons can be placed directly onto the 3D surface 

of the last, making it easier to create panels from these shapes. 

Designs in ShoeMaker Pro can be made more realistic with the new ability to add ‘bump mapping’ 

effects to materials.  A range of alternative textures are supplied with the software that can be dragged 

and dropped onto the material.  

In another enhancement, a new option for padding called flat-top padding has been added.  

Two improvements have been made to the punching ability in ShoeMaker Pro.  Firstly, it is now 

possible to fill an area with a grid of punches using the new pattern-of-punches tool.  Secondly, a series 

of punches of varying sizes can be created along a line by specifying scale increments. 

A series of accessories of different sizes can be produced along a line in a similar way.  In addition, it 

has been made easier to create custom accessories and add them to the library that is supplied with the 

software. 

Finally, heel design has been made more flexible with a new option allowing one of various top-piece 

shapes to be chosen.  Once the basic shape has been selected it can be edited using either a series of 

sliding bars or by inputting exact dimensions to give the required heel shape.  
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Delcam to Show Feature-Based CAM Programming and Machining with Robots in Italy 

14 January 2015 

 

Delcam’s stand at the Fornitore Offresi exhibition to be held in Erba, north of Milan, from 5th to 7th 

February, will highlight the company’s recent developments in feature-based CAM programming and in 

machining with robots.  The latest versions of the PowerSHAPE Pro CAD program for design and 

reverse engineering, and the PowerINSPECT inspection software will also be on show. 
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In the 2015 release of the FeatureCAM feature-based CAM system, programming of complex parts has 

been made easier and more reliable with the addition of automatic collision checking of the tool shank 

and holder, as well as the cutter, for both three-axis roughing and finishing toolpaths.  The user has the 

choice of either stopping the simulation immediately when a gouge is detected or of running the 

complete toolpath with any gouges being highlighted on the model as they are detected.  The toolpath 

can then be recalculated with any segments that will cause a gouge clipped away. 

Another improvement in three-axis machining allows stock models to be used in conjunction with other 

geometry, such as the part surface dimensions, solid models, the stock dimensions and boundary 

curves.  This addition gives better control over the area to be machined by each toolpath and so gives 

more efficient machining by allowing the user to confine toolpaths to specific regions and to eliminate 

air-cutting by referencing the stock model. 

Five-axis programming of multiple holes has also been made easier in FeatureCAM 2015.  It is now 

possible to create patterns of holes of similar size with regular positioning.  Any subsequent changes to 

the program can then be made for all the holes in the pattern in one operation, rather than having to edit 

the toolpaths separately for each individual hole. 

A series of improvements have been introduced to make turning with FeatureCAM more efficient.  The 

software now produces toolpaths that rapid up and over previously machined diameters, rather than 

feeding along them.  This reduces the overall cycle time and avoids dragging of the tool. 

Delcam’s PowerMILL Robot software makes it as easy to program a robot for machining as it is to 

program a five-axis machine tool.  With the interface being a fully-associated application inside the 

PowerMILL CAM system, users have access to all the multi-axis machining strategies within 

PowerMILL and can use all the system’s project management options to manage, store and retrieve data. 

With PowerMILL Robot, robots can be programmed for tool-to-part applications, making them ideal for 

machining large parts, such as composite panels that need to be trimmed, or for part-to-tool applications, 

such as grinding or linishing. 

PowerMILL Robot can then be used to simulate the complete machining operation and to control the 

robot’s movements through different variables, such as axis limits, axis priorities and workplane 

constraints.  Any issues that may prevent the toolpaths from being completed successfully are 

highlighted, with notifications of the robot potentially reaching axis limits, singularities and collisions. 

Once the results of the simulation have been reviewed, and modified if necessary, the program can be 

output in the appropriate robot native language, for example for KUKA, ABB, Fanuc, Yaskawa 

Motoman or Stäubli equipment. 
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Financial News 

Actify Breaks another Fiscal Record 

14 January 2015 

 

Actify Inc. announced that its fiscal year 2014, which ended on December 31st, was another record 

breaking year. Following up on last year's record results with another strong performance, with 

underlying growth of over 16% Actify continues to make progress on the implementation of its business 
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strategy. 

"We are now in the 4
th

 year of our journey in providing excellent Product Data Intelligence solutions for 

manufacturers around the globe and I am pleased with our progress," said Chris Jones, Actify CEO and 

president. "Since we've embarked on our quest to offer exceptional solutions that extend beyond CAD 

visualization to include all forms of disparate manufacturing data, we have been providing quality 

solutions that are making a difference to our customers' bottom line, which has resulted in our consistent 

growth over the past few years," added Jones. "2015 will be an even more exciting year for us. 

Customers can look forward to the evolution of SpinFire Professional with the phased release of 

SpinFire Ultimate and the next wave of Centro solutions that will release with Centro 7. We continue to 

listen to our customers' and prospects' needs and we've worked hard to address them in these upcoming 

releases. We are thrilled for our customers to soon reap the benefits," concluded Jones. 
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Cadence Announces Fourth Quarter and Fiscal Year 2014 Financial Results Webcast 

9 January 2015 

 

WHO: Cadence Design Systems, Inc. to announce fourth quarter and fiscal year 2014 financial results 

via webcast.  

WHAT: You are invited to attend the fourth quarter and fiscal year 2014 financial results audio 

webcast. Participating on the webcast will be Lip-Bu Tan, president and chief executive officer, and 

Geoff Ribar, senior vice president and chief financial officer.  

WHEN: The webcast will begin Wednesday, Feb. 4, 2015 at 2 p.m. (Pacific)/5 p.m. (Eastern). An 

archive of the webcast will be available from 5 p.m. (Pacific) Feb 4 until 5 p.m. (Pacific) Mar. 20, 2015.  

WHERE: The webcast will be available online at: www.cadence.com/cadence/investor_relations 
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Dassault Systemes Schedules Fourth Quarter and Full Year 2014 Results Webcast and Conference 

Call for February 5, 2015 

14 January 2015 

 

Dassault Systèmes will host a webcast and a conference call on Thursday, February 5, 2015, to discuss 

its operating performance for the fourth quarter and full year 2014 ended December 31, 2014. 

The management of Dassault Systèmes will host the webcast at 9:30 AM London Time - 10:30 AM 

Paris Time and will then also host the conference call at 9:00 AM New York Time - 2:00 PM London 

Time - 3:00 PM Paris Time. 

Both the webcast and the conference call will be available via the Internet by accessing Dassault 

Systèmes’ website at http://www.3ds.com/investors/. 

Please follow the directions on the main page to link to the audio and connect to the website at least 

http://www.cadence.com/cadence/investor_relations/Pages/default.aspx
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.3ds.com%2F&esheet=51019150&newsitemid=20150114005357&lan=en-US&anchor=Dassault+Syst%C3%A8mes&index=1&md5=2a2bc862c901f9491822c66ca02ef49e
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.3ds.com%2Finvestors%2F&esheet=51019150&newsitemid=20150114005357&lan=en-US&anchor=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.3ds.com%2Finvestors%2F&index=2&md5=78557c9e9bf289a1c73aee8e7ae0a777
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fifteen minutes prior to the webcast or conference call to register, download and install any necessary 

software. The webcast and conference call will be archived for 30 days. 
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EMC to Announce Fourth-Quarter and Full-Year 2014 Financial Results on January 28 

14 January 2015 

 

EMC Corporation will publish its fourth-quarter and full-year 2014 financial results on January 28, 

2015 at approximately 7:00 a.m. ET. EMC will also issue an advisory news release on January 28, 

2015 announcing availability of the results via the EMC Investor Relations (http://www.emc.com/ir) and 

the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission (http://www.sec.gov/cgi-bin/browse-

edgar?action=getcompany&CIK=0000790070&owner=exclude&count=40) websites.  

EMC will hold a conference call for investors at 8:30 a.m. ET on January 28 to review the fourth-quarter 

and full-year 2014 financial results. A live webcast of that call will be available on the EMC Investor 

Relations website. 
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PTC to Announce Fiscal Q1’15 Results on Wednesday, January 28
th

 and Host Conference Call on 

Thursday, January 29
th

 at 8:30am ET 

14 January 2015 

 

PTC today announced that it will release its fiscal 2015 first quarter results on Wednesday, January 

28
th

 after the stock market closes. Senior management will host a live webcast and conference call to 

review the results on Thursday, January 29
th

 at 8:30am Eastern Time. The earnings press release and 

accompanying prepared remarks will be accessible prior to the conference call and webcast on the 

Investor Relations section of the Company’s web site at PTC - Investor Relations.    

What: PTC Fiscal Q1’15 Conference Call and Webcast    

When: Thursday, January 29th, 2015 at 8:30am (ET)    

Dial-in: 1-800-857-5592 or 1-773-799-3757 

Call Leader: James Heppelmann 

Passcode: PTC     

Webcast: www.ptc.com/for/investors.htm     

Replay: The audio replay of this event will be archived for public replay until 5:00 pm (CT) on February 

9th, 2015. 

Dial-in: 800-879-7617 Passcode: 4906 

To access the replay via webcast, please visit www.ptc.com/for/investors.htm.  
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SAP Announces Preliminary Fourth Quarter and Full Year 2014 Results 

12 January 2015 

 

After an initial review of its fourth quarter 2014 performance, SAP SE today announced its preliminary 

financial results for the fourth quarter and full year ended December 31, 2014. 

For the full year 2014, SAP delivered exceptionally strong growth in the cloud and continues to lead in 

this industry-wide transformation. Achieving guidance, full year non-IFRS cloud subscriptions and 

support revenue increased 45% at actual and constant currencies to €1.10 billion
1
. The company also 

showed solid software and software-related service revenue performance despite the accelerated shift 

from upfront to more ratable revenue. Non-IFRS software and software-related service revenue grew 7% 

at constant currencies (6% at actual currencies to €14.87 billion) achieving the full year target for 6% - 

8% growth at constant currencies. Non-IFRS operating profit increased by 3% at constant currencies to 

€5.63 billion (3% at actual currencies to €5.64 billion), achieving the full year outlook of €5.6 - €5.8 

billion at constant currencies. 

With fourth quarter non-IFRS cloud subscriptions and support revenue increasing 59% year-over-year at 

constant currencies (72% at actual currencies), SAP is the fastest growing enterprise cloud company at 

scale
2
. The annual cloud revenue run rate now exceeds €1.7 billion

3
 or $2.0 billion

4
. Non-IFRS 

calculated cloud billings increased 115% (87% at constant currencies) in the fourth quarter. Non-IFRS 

deferred cloud subscriptions and support revenue was €729 million as of December 31, 2014, a year-

over-year increase of 63% (45% at constant currencies)
5
. 

SAP HANA, the platform for real-time business applications, had another great quarter and continues to 

be a major growth engine for SAP. Customer adoption this quarter was once again a highlight. 

“In 2014 we continued to deliver on our winning growth strategy. We are the fastest growing enterprise 

cloud business at scale with the most users in the world. SAP HANA is delivering massive 

simplification for our customers,” said Bill McDermott, CEO of SAP. “With the wide-spread adoption 

of the SAP HANA platform, 2015 is all about accelerating the introduction of next generation 

applications on HANA and scaling the world's largest Business Network. The roadmap for our 

customers and ever expanding ecosystem to Run Simple couldn’t be more clear." 

“In 2014, we achieved a solid 7% growth in non-IFRS software and software-related service revenue at 

constant currencies – in line with our full-year outlook range despite less upfront and significantly more 

ratable new business,” said Luka Mucic, CFO of SAP. “Operating profit also increased year over year 

even as we stepped up investments in the cloud in response to higher than expected demand for our new 

cloud offerings. With the powerful shift to the cloud and our growing support revenues we are building a 

larger, more predictable business over the long term.” 

To view an unabridged version of this press release, visit: http://global.sap.com/news-

reader/index.epx?articleId 
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SofTech Announces Q2 FY 2015 Operating Results 

15 January 2015 
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SofTech, Inc. today announced its second quarter fiscal year 2015 operating results. Revenue for the 

three months ended November 30, 2014 was approximately $1.03 million as compared to approximately 

$1.41 million for the same period in the prior fiscal year. The net loss for the current quarter was 

approximately ($379,000) or ($.44) per share compared to net income of approximately $514,000 or 

$.59 per share for the same period in the prior fiscal year. The prior year included a one-time gain from 

the sale of the CADRA product line of $649,000. 

EBITDA for current quarter was approximately $(139,000) as compared to approximately $3,920,000 

for the same period in fiscal year 2014. Nearly all of the EBITDA in the prior fiscal year was generated 

from the sale of the CADRA product line. 

Revenue for the six months ended November 30, 2014 was approximately $1.89 million as compared to 

approximately $2.79 million for the same period in the prior fiscal year. The net loss for the first six 

months of the current fiscal year was approximately ($952,000) or ($1.08) per share compared to net 

income of approximately $248,000 or $.28 per share for the same period in the prior fiscal year. The 

prior year operating results included a one-time gain from the sale of the CADRA product line of 

approximately $649,000. 

EBITDA for the first six months of the current fiscal year was $(507,000) as compared to approximately 

$3,786,000 for the same period in fiscal 2014. The EBITDA generated by the sale of the CADRA 

product line totaled approximately $3,910,000 (gain of $649,000 which included non-cash expenses of 

$3,261,000) in the six months ended November 30, 2013. 

To view an unabridged version of this press release, visit: http://www.softech.com/news/press-releases  
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TCS Delivers Steady Performance in Q3 

15 January 2015 

 

Tata Consultancy Services reported its consolidated financial results according to IFRS US Dollars for 

the quarter ended December 31, 2014.  

Financial Highlights for Quarter Ended December 31, 2014  

 Operating Profit at $ 1,063 million up 3.9 % Y-o-Y  

Business Highlights for Quarter Ended December 31, 2014  

 Gross employee addition16,561  

 Total headcount: 318,625  

 Utilization: 86.7% (excluding trainees) & 82.1% (including trainees)  

 No of $100m+ clients increases by 1; No of $50m+ clients increase by 3; No of $5M+ clients 

increase by 20 

Commenting on the Q3 performance, Chief Executive Officer and Managing Director, N 

Chandrasekaran said: “We have maintained our momentum in a traditionally weak quarter for the IT 

industry. In constant currency terms, we have seen significant growth in USA, Europe as well as 

emerging markets like Latin America and Middle-East Africa. Our diversified industry portfolio and 

http://www.softech.com/news/press-releases
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presence across key markets have helped us overcome soft seasonal demand in some sectors.”  

Mr Chandrasekaran added: “Based on our progress this quarter, we are well on our way to post industry-

leading growth for FY15. In areas like Digital, Simplification and Governance, we continue to partner 

closely with customers to help them prepare their businesses to succeed in an economy where the default 

is digital.”   

Rajesh Gopinathan, Chief Financial Officer, said: “Sharp cross currency movements have impacted 

dollar revenues, but we continue to manage operations with discipline and rigour while investing in 

people, capabilities and infrastructure on an ongoing basis.  

Growth in Q3 was driven by industries like Telecom, Hi Tech and Life Sciences. Europe led growth, 

driven by the investments made in that market, while North America also grew during the quarter. 

Among emerging markets, Latin America and MEA registered strong growth. Among service lines, 

Global Consulting, Asset Leveraged Solutions, Infrastructure Services and Assurance Services were the 

leaders.  

To view an unabridged version of this press release, visit: 

http://www.tcs.com/SiteCollectionDocuments/Investors/Presentations/TCS_PressRelease_IFRS_USD_

Q3_15.pdf  
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Wipro Limited to Announce Results for Third Quarter Ended December 31, 2014 

12 January 2015 

 

Wipro Limited will announce results for the third quarter ended December 31, 2014 on Friday, January 

16, 2015 after stock market trading hours in India. The results will be available in the Investors section 

of the company's website at http://www.wipro.com/investors. 

At 07:15 PM IST* (8:45 AM US Eastern time) following the results announcement, the senior 

management will discuss the company's performance for the quarter and answer questions sent by 6:30 

PM IST* (8:00 AM US Eastern time) to the email ID: aravind.viswanathan@wipro.com or 

vaibhav.saha@wipro.com 

To view an unabridged version of this press release, visit: http://www.wipro.com/investors/  
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Implementation Investments 

ANSYS Power Noise and Reliability Solutions Adopted by Fujitsu for High-Performance Processor 

Designs 

13 January 2015 

 

ANSYS announced today that Fujitsu Limited is using its power noise and reliability solutions to create 

http://www.tcs.com/SiteCollectionDocuments/Investors/Presentations/TCS_PressRelease_IFRS_USD_Q3_15.pdf
http://www.tcs.com/SiteCollectionDocuments/Investors/Presentations/TCS_PressRelease_IFRS_USD_Q3_15.pdf
http://www.wipro.com/investors
mailto:aravind.viswanathan@wipro.com
mailto:vaibhav.saha@wipro.com
http://www.wipro.com/investors/
http://www.ansys.com/
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three-dimensional integrated circuits to meet performance requirements for next-generation high-

performance central processing units. 

These chips leverage three-dimensional integrated circuit (3D-IC) architecture to gain power, 

performance and price advantages, but the configuration increases the design complexity and the 

challenges associated with power and thermal management. ANSYS
®
RedHawk™ and 

ANSYS
®
Sentinel™ provide Fujitsu with the ability to perform IR (voltage) drop, electromigration (EM) 

and thermal reliability analysis of its large processor designs by delivering full-chip capacity, fast 

turnaround time and production-proven sign-off accuracy. 

Finding the optimal floor plan for 3D-IC requires placement of through-silicon-via (TSV), as well as the 

power/ground network. This added complexity necessitates early-stage floor planning, analysis and 

debugging, as power and thermal issues become difficult to resolve later in the design process. Using 

RedHawk, Fujitsu can explore various TSV placement options to meet chips' power noise and reliability 

requirements. 

"The use of 3D-IC architecture adds complexity that needs to be addressed early in the design process," 

said Tatsumi Nakada, Director, Next Generation LSI Packaging Development Office at Fujitsu Limited. 

"By using RedHawk and Sentinel, we are able to optimize our design to meet power, performance and 

chip cost targets." 

"Industry-leading companies such as Fujitsu need to continuously push the envelope to meet their 

customers' needs," said Fares Mubarak, ANSYS vice president and general manager. "ANSYS is 

committed to delivering best-in-class solutions that address our customers' growing power noise and 

reliability challenges." 
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ÏD Group Selects Centric Software Product Lifecycle Management 

14 January 2015 

 

ÏD Group, the French-based designer and maker of children’s wear, has selected Centric Software to 

provide its product lifecycle management (PLM) software. 

ÏD Group will use the Centric 8 PLM solution for retail, apparel, footwear, luxury and consumer goods 

companies to enhance visibility and increase efficiency through the product development process, 

according to Isabelle Anton, head of product development and sourcing at the Okaïdi brand of ÏD 

Group. “Centric will help us to have simpler and faster access to critical information and enable us to 

refocus on our true mission.” 

“We heard great feedback from the market on Centric’s experience, and ability to help us manage our 

creative processes so that we can work simpler and faster, and collaborate in a timely manner,” says 

Valérie Capitan, head of product development and sourcing for the Jacadi brand of ÏD Group. “This 

PLM initiative is critical to achieve our goals. Its scope is wide, encompassing all processes from 

product ideation in our studio to taking purchase orders from our franchisees.” 

“Our mid-term plan is challenging, requiring the company to work differently in order to grow,” says 

Agnès Dechirot, managing director of the Jacadi brand. The company plans a significant increase of 

turnover per square meter in its retail stores, and also an improvement in overall profitability, she adds. 

“Centric 8 gives us the tool to make that happen, and to encourage the entrepreneurial spirit in our staff. 

http://www.ansys.com/Products/Simulation+Technology/Electronics/Integrated+Circuits/ANSYS+RedHawk
http://www.ansys.com/Products/Simulation+Technology/Electronics/Integrated+Circuits/ANSYS+Sentinel-SSO
http://www.prweb.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5jZW50cmljc29mdHdhcmUuY29tL1NvbHV0aW9ucy9QTE0tU29mdHdhcmUtZm9yLUFwcGFyZWwtQ29uc3VtZXItR29vZHMuYXNweA==
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We want to empower them with a simple tool that will enable them to refocus on their job.” 

The children’s wear company will begin deployment with its Jacadi and Okaïdi brands, and include 

internal users, suppliers and franchisees in the implementation. ÏD Group will integrate the Centric 8 

software with two enterprise resource planning (ERP) systems it currently uses. 

“Centric shares ÏD Group’s philosophy of innovation and entrepreneurial spirit,” says Chris Groves, 

president and CEO of Centric. “Centric 8’s built-in industry best practices will streamline ÏD Group’s 

product development tremendously, and allow it to make smart product decisions quickly and 

efficiently.” 
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Jula Enters a Strategic PLM Partnership with Technia to Facilitate Growth 

12 January 2015 

 

Jula has chosen Technia, a subsidiary of Addnode Group, as their strategic partner for a Product 

Lifecycle Management (PLM) implementation. Jula’s PLM solution will be based on the 

3DEXPERIENCE Platform from Dassault Systèmes, and will enable Jula to create conditions for further 

expansion and an enhanced range of products. 

Jula has chosen a PLM solution based on the 3DEXPERIENCE Platform from Dassault Systèmes and 

Technia as their strategic partner for the PLM implementation. Key drivers for Jula to implement a PLM 

solution are the need to support further growth and to create conditions for enhanced assortment 

planning. The PLM solution will establish an infrastructure to globally manage products, assortments, 

campaigns and supplier collaboration with a strong integration to various business systems. 

“Jula has expanded tremendously over the past decades. This partnership with Technia and Dassault 

Systèmes is about facilitating our next growth phase and to further enhance the offering and shopping 

experience for our customers. We selected Technia and the Dassault Systèmes 3DEXPERIENCE 

Platform based upon their track record, focus and capabilities within the retail business”, says Magnus 

Sigurd, Purchasing Director at Jula. 

”Jula and Technia are embarking on a journey to facilitate continued rapid growth and an enhanced 

shopping experience for Jula’s customers. It´s a privilege to be chosen as partner to Jula, one of the best 

managed and fastest growing companies in the Nordics. This partnership validates Technia’s and 

Dassault Systèmes’ number one position as a supplier of PLM to retailers”, says Jonas Gejer, CEO at 

Technia. 
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Shanghai Koito Automotive Lamp Co. Ltd. Selects CETOL 6 Sigma for Tolerance Analysis Solution 

13 January 2015 

 

Shanghai Koito Automotive Lamp Co., Ltd., has selected Sigmetrix CETOL 6 Sigma tolerance analysis 

solution as an integral part of its robust design and quality production initiative. This program is 

committed to meeting the requirements of their customers. 

http://www.technia.com/plm/enovia
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?Sigmetrix/8cbde74857/d960dc734e/e5d3a08b66/utm_content=&utm_source=VerticalResponse&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=CETOL%206%20Sigma&utm_campaign=Shanghai%20Koito%20Selects%20%20CETOL%206%20Sigma
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Shanghai Koito Automotive Lamp Co., Ltd. chose CETOL 6 Sigma and also entrusted the 3D tolerance 

analysis team of Cybernet China to work on a few projects. After several tolerance analysis projects 

were completed they could see the results from CETOL 6 Sigma were accurate and verified the resulting 

data in practice. 

Sigmetrix, LLC developed the seamless CAD integrated software CETOL 6 Sigma which helps the 

product design engineers at Shanghai Koito to improve and manage the quality level of the lamp 

assemblies with efficiency. “CETOL 6 Sigma can be seamlessly integrated with CATIA and simulate 

the real world assembly environment. For assemblies of automobile lamps, the effect of RPS errors, 

welding deviations and manufacturing variations can be considered. A 3D tolerance analysis of gaps and 

surface differences in automobile lamps can help us realize a robust design and improve production 

quality” said Product Design Department Manager Qi Fan. 

“We are delighted that Shanghai Koito is integrating CETOL 6σ into their CATIA platform, and we’re 

confident that their product design engineers will achieve the robust design and quality improvements 

they are looking for,” remarked Sigmetrix President Chris Wilkes. “We are pleased that our continued 

commitment to invest in the China market has contributed to the success of our tolerance analysis and 

GD&T products and proud to be a partner with Cybernet China.” 
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Starr Aircraft Doubles Throughput with Lectra 

13 January 2015 

 

Lectra is pleased to announce that Starr Aircraft has chosen Lectra’s latest automated cutting technology 

and expertise to boost their production capabilities. 

Starr Aircraft has been a leading manufacturer of aircraft products for the global commercial aviation 

sector for more than 30 years; their product portfolio includes interior upholstery, curtains, carpet, and 

fire block fabricated goods. The combination of Starr Aircraft’s textile industry experience and their use 

of the latest technological developments allows them to manufacture customized parts with the speed 

and efficiency of a mass production process. 

“Recently, we have seen an increasing number of customers move to leather seating. In order to meet 

this rise in demand, we needed a solution that would double our capacity and allow room for continued 

growth, all without expanding our operational hours,” explains Tim DeWitt, Director of Product Sales 

and Development at Starr Aircraft. 

To help Starr Aircraft reach their production goals, Lectra has set up a change management project to 

streamline and optimize the company’s leather-cutting operations using the Versalis® solution. Lectra’s 

experts were able to demonstrate the improvement in workflow, hide efficiency and product quality 

gained by identifying hide defects on a workstation separate from the cutting line. 

In addition to Versalis, a Vector® fabric-cutting solution will join Starr Aircraft’s other Lectra cutting 

systems in the company’s 60,000 square feet facility. 

“Our company operates in a competitive market, so we must have a competitive offer that brings 

innovation and dependability to our customers and we look to partner with companies who offer the 

same characteristics,” Tim comments. “We have partnered with Lectra for more than 20 years, and the 

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?Sigmetrix/8cbde74857/d960dc734e/ae4957c461/utm_content=&utm_source=VerticalResponse&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=tolerance%20analysis&utm_campaign=Shanghai%20Koito%20Selects%20%20CETOL%206%20Sigma
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company continues to offer the services and solutions that provide us with this advantage.” 

“The Lectra team understands that quality products are the backbone of Starr Aircraft’s success and 

have afforded them the opportunity to work with some of the largest companies in the airline industry,” 

says Céline Choussy Bedouet, Marketing Director for Automotive, Furniture, Technical Textiles and 

Composite Materials, Lectra. “The expertise, technology and support that Lectra provides to Starr 

Aircraft will enable them to maintain their reputation for quality while meeting the evolving needs of the 

industry. We look forward to continuing our long-standing relationship with Starr Aircraft.” 
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Alphacam 2015 R1 Provides Efficiency and Productivity Gains  

13 January 2015 

 

The inclusion of a host of new and enhanced functionality in Alphacam 2015 R1 from Vero Software 

ensures manufacturers can compete in a global economy. 

The latest release is the largest ever delivered by the Alphacam development team and a release they are 

very proud of. The focus has been on helping manufacturers drive down costs, by speeding up their 

design and production processes, improving efficiency, productivity and profitability.  

A new advanced 5-axis machining module is introduced in Alphacam 2015 R1, which includes a 

comprehensive set of strategies with advanced tool axis control and intelligent collision avoidance, to 

quickly and accurately machine surface and solid models.  Alphacam General Manager Nick Spurrett 

says: “Incorporating the Moduleworks technology into Alphacam shows our commitment to the 

complex Advanced 5 axis market. The new toolpaths can also be analysed against the machine tool 

constraints using Alphacam’s 5-axis independent toolpath optimiser.”  

He says, a new ribbon bar interface brings Alphacam 2015 R1 right up to date as far as interface 

technology exists, the new interface enables users to quickly find the commands they need, as they are 

arranged in logical groups, assembled together under tabs. “Each tab relates to a type of activity, such as 

creating geometry, or machining,” he says. “Clear icons and text labels ensure that commands are easily 

recognisable and accessible.” 

The Quick Access Toolbar can be displayed above or below the ribbon bar and includes the most 

commonly used commands, such as Open and Save. Users can customise the ribbon bar by adding their 

own favourites. “We have 50 new icons in Alphacam, because ribbons have replaced menus.” All 

Alphacam modules, including Alphaedit, have the new ribbon GUI.    

Also new in 2015 R1 is aggregate tool holders. “They are a welcome addition in the new release, 

enabling users to define them with geometry extrusions and rotations, STL and solid CAD models. 

Users can now create a library of toolholders. These toolholders, or aggregates, can either be extruded, 

evolved geometry or solids.  Common applications of aggregates are horizontal routing and drilling. C-

axis aggregates are also supported in Alphacam simulation.” 

Significant updates to the Project Manager give it a more contemporary look, including specific icons 
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for each Operation type. And the new look File menu now includes a Recent Files page listing 

Alphacam and CAD parts files, displaying a preview image and their properties. 

Multi drill heads now have graphical support – as with the aggregates, they can be defined using 

geometry extrusions and rotations, STL and solid CAD models. Tools are loaded and selected in Project 

Manager and fully simulated. 

Using the View Comparison function compares the part with the machining operations. “This means 

manufacturers can see whether there is any stock left, and allows them to select an alternative or extra 

machining operation” says Nick Spurrett.  

Finally, the ability to import files from Google Sketchup adds to the extensive list of third-party file 

formats which Alphacam supports.   
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ANSYS SCADE Receives ISO 26262 Qualification 

9 January 2015 

 

Engineers can drastically reduce development costs and be confident that their automotive embedded 

software applications generated using ANSYS
®
 SCADE

®
 will meet stringent safety standards with the 

ANSYS ISO 26262-qualified code generator. 

As automobile electronics – including dashboards and head-up displays – become more prevalent and 

sophisticated, ensuring the reliability of the embedded software code within those systems becomes 

safety critical. To help engineers meet new industry and regulatory standards, TUV SUD Rail GmbH 

has assessed that the code generators in ANSYS SCADE Suite KCG 6.4 and ANSYS SCADE Display 

KCG 6.4.3 are suitable for developing ISO 26262 compliant applications up to ASIL D – the highest 

safety requirement for automotive applications. 

The ISO 26262 standard defines functional safety for automotive equipment applicable throughout the 

lifecycle of all automotive electronic and electrical safety-related systems. TUV SUD is a leading global 

testing and inspection organization with more than 13,000 certified experts providing consulting, testing, 

certification and training services at more than 600 locations in Europe and the United States. 

"We are pleased that the latest versions of SCADE Suite KCG and SCADE Display KCG have received 

an additional certification, expanding our depth into the automotive industry, as we continue to invest in 

supporting safety standards and tool qualification," said Eric Bantegnie, ANSYS vice president for 

systems. "This TUV SUD certification reinforces the quality and reliability of our model-based SCADE 

Suite and SCADE Display solutions and their respective code generators for automotive customers." 

SCADE Suite, a model-based tool suite for the development for control software, and SCADE Display, 

a model-based flexible tool suite for the development of Human Machine Interfaces, were designed in 

close cooperation with certification authorities at the European Aviation Safety Agency, the U.S. 

Federal Aviation Administration and TUV SUD. The solutions are part of an overall Model-Based 

Engineering solution from ANSYS, in which modeling and simulation are used throughout the product 

development lifecycle and as the authoritative definition and verification of a product design. SCADE 

and the overall ANSYS portfolio accelerate development schedules and reduce late-stage integration 

failures by enabling engineering teams to systemically decompose product requirements into 

architectural designs and eventually detailed designs across all engineering disciplines. 
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BETA CAE Systems S.A. Announces the Release of ANSA & µETA v15.2.2 

12 January 2015 

 

BETA CAE System S.A. announces the release of v15.2.2 of ANSA / µETA pre- and post- processing 

suite. This maintenance release focuses on the correction of identified problems and issues for ANSA 

and μΕΤΑ, but some enhancements have also been made. Critical issues of v15.2.1 were promptly 

resolved. Note that ANSA / µETA v15.2.1 has been revoked. 

Enhancements and known issues resolved in ANSA 

Enhancements in ANSA 

Scripting 

A new script function has been added in CFD_TRANSL named ScaleBMValues. This function will 

scale all the length related fields of selected Batch Mesh Sessions. 

Known issues resolved in ANSA 

DATA Management 

Deleting Include files from the DM Browser might lead to unexpected termination. 

Applying a new representation on many parts was not possible when they were physically connected. 

TOPO 

The performance of Plane Cut has been significantly improved. 

DECKs 

File Manager: Files that were de-selected were also imported along with the selected ones. 

Contact>Assistant: The Master/Slave set ids were inserted in the Contact card as Slave/Master. 

For more details about the new software features, enhancements and corrections please, refer to the 

Release Notes document. 

Enhancements and known issues resolved in µETA 

Enhancements in µETA 

Parametric Point Paths 

Commands for stress linearization on axisymmetric elements have been changed. 

Supported interfaces 

Nastran: Discrete optimization results produced using the parameter DISBEG=0 are now supported as 

extra cycles when reading 3D Results from the PCH file. 

Project Files 

Top and Bottom Nodal Results have been supported (reading and writing) since v15.2.0, but not 

documented. 

Known issues resolved in µETA 

General 
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The F12: Set Visible Entities window’s close button issue has been resolved. This incident was resolved 

in v15.1.1, but not documented. 

Supported interfaces 

Opening a FEMZIP file in v15.2.1 generated multiple small files in μETA launch folder. 

Fringebar 

Vector Fringebar: Major Principal Vectors would not be drawn on solid elements. 

Managing Curve Data 

Load Curves: When read manually from multiple binout files, node id would unnecessarily be written 

numerous times in command xyplot read lsdyna etc. . 

Automation 

Script: Scrolling was not applicable in windows created by script. This incident has been resolved since 

v15.0.0, but not documented. 

For more details about the new software features, enhancements and corrections please, refer to the 

Release Notes document. 

Compatibility and Supported Platforms 

ANSA files saved by all the first and second point releases of a major version are compatible to each 

other. New major versions can read files saved by previous ones but not vice versa. 

The .metadb files saved with μETA version 15.2.2 are compatible and can be opened by earlier versions 

of μETA. 

Support for 32-bit platform has been discontinued for all operating systems. 

To view an unabridged version of this press release, visit: http://www.beta-

cae.gr/news/20150109_announcement_ansa_meta_v15.2.2.htm  
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CAEfatigue Limited Brings Unique Vibration-Specific Fatigue Software to the Altair Partner 

Alliance 

14 January 2015 

 

Today, the Altair Partner Alliance (APA) announced that CAEfatigue VIBRATION is available to 

HyperWorks users for download. CAEfatigue VIBRATION is a frequency-based fatigue solver and 

random response post processor developed by CAEfatigue Limited. 

"Frequency-based methods for response and fatigue life estimation offer the promise of very efficient, 

elegant and sophisticated design procedures," said Dr. Neil Bishop, Director at CAEfatigue Limited. 

"Lightweighting through optimization and resource pooling both become possible. We are extremely 

happy to be joining the Altair Partner Alliance, and together we will enable this exciting new technology 

to reach more customers across all territories of the world." 

CAEfatigue VIBRATION is comprised of essentially two products in one: a powerful random response 

post processor for the frequency domain and a unique vibration fatigue solver. It works with mixed 

http://www.beta-cae.gr/news/20150109_announcement_ansa_meta_v15.2.2.htm
http://www.beta-cae.gr/news/20150109_announcement_ansa_meta_v15.2.2.htm
http://www.altairalliance.com/
http://www.caefatigue.com/
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random and deterministic loading sources, a process not previously available, to provide fatigue life and 

damage predictions, as well as several forms of response statistics that were not possible before this 

code. It is exceptionally fast, easy-to-use and capable of handling particularly large models. 

"Altair is thrilled to be expanding its durability offering with the addition of CAEfatigue VIBRATION," 

said Uwe Schramm, Chief Technical Officer at Altair. "It is a unique solution, bringing the ability to 

simultaneously perform frequency domain fatigue life calculations and random response analysis to our 

customers, a capability they have not had in the past." 

The CAEfatigue VIBRATION random response tool contains a wide array of capabilities, including 

calculation of response statistics such as stress peaks, strain peaks and stress and strain root mean square 

(RMS), the latter of which includes the elastic and plastic components estimated using stress-strain 

material properties. The CAEfatigue VIBRATION fatigue tool efficiently provides fatigue damage/life 

calculations for components subjected to single or multiple random vibration load inputs. Deterministic 

loads can easily be mixed with random and static offsets to create complex load inputs. These 

capabilities are widely applicable across most industries, with major opportunities in the automotive and 

aerospace industries.  

The full functionality of CAEfatigue VIBRATION is available through the APA, which includes the 

Random Response, Random Only Fatigue, Full Fatigue and Multiple Random Loads modules. To read 

more about the software and to download, please visit the CAEfatigue VIBRATION solution page. 

Available for the past 14 years, Altair's innovative unit-based licensing system 

allows HyperWorks® users customizable access to a growing portfolio of applications, optimizing their 

return on investment (ROI) by making more than 20 in-house-developed applications available by use of 

a single pool of recyclable HyperWorks units (HWUs). 

Altair also has offered the opportunity for third-party companies to run their own applications under this 

unit-based system, a collaboration now known as the Altair Partner Alliance. The overall flexibility of 

these HWUs empowers users via access to the largest, most complete suite of CAE applications 

available. The ROI increases for users each time a new application is added to the offering, since any of 

the partner programs can be accessed using the same leased HWUs they are already using to run 

HyperWorks. This makes more than 60 additional applications available at no incremental cost or long-

term commitment. 
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csimsoft Releases Mesh Generation Add-in for SpaceClaim 3D Modeler 

14 January 2015 

 

csimsoft announced today the release of the Trelis™ SpaceClaim™ Add-in, a mesh generation add-in 

for the popular SpaceClaim 3D modeling software that allows designers to quickly create new designs 

and automatically mesh their design iterations for FEA and CFD analysis. 

The Trelis SpaceClaim add-in includes Trelis Lite™ 15.1, a lite version of csimsoft’s popular Trelis 

geometry preparation and mesh generation software. Trelis Lite produces high-quality triangle and 

tetrahedral meshes using MeshGems™ from Distene, the recognized world leader in triangle and 

tetrahedral meshing technologies. Trelis Lite contains support for assessing mesh quality and 

http://www.altairalliance.com/PartnersSolution.aspx?partner_id=62&sol_id=87
http://www.altairhyperworks.com/
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establishing boundary conditions, material properties, and other parameters necessary for analysis. The 

mesh can be exported for analysis in various solver formats. 

Trelis is based on time-proven technology developed for more than two decades in conjunction with 

Sandia National Laboratories. Trelis provides users with powerful meshing tools that specifically meet 

their pre-processing needs through robust geometry preparation and high-quality mesh generation for 

FEA and CFD analysis. 
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Delcam Releases New PowerMILL CAM for Five-Axis and High-Speed Machining 

15 January 2015 

 

Delcam has released the 2015 R2 version of its PowerMILL programming software for five-axis and 

high-speed machining.  The new release includes improvements in toolpath simulation and verification, 

area clearance and drilling, plus more options for customisation by users. 

For further details on PowerMILL 2015 R2, including video demonstrations of the new functionality, 

please go to www.delcam.tv/pm2015/lz 

In the 2015 R2 release, complete verification can be undertaken of a project for machine-tool issues 

such as collisions, rather than having to undertake verification of each individual toolpath in 

turn.  Comprehensive verification is performed, including ensuring that the machine tool is capable of 

running the proposed strategy, as well as checking for both machine-tool collisions and tooling 

collisions.  A detailed list is generated of any problems found so that these can be fixed on a case-by-

case basis. 

In related improvement, automatic collision checking of area-clearance toolpaths now takes into account 

any remaining stock on a model, both when checking the cutter and the tool-holder.  In addition, all tool-

holder collision checking for area clearance takes place during toolpath calculation, allowing the user to 

ensure that these toolpaths can be completely free of tool-holder collisions. 

Simulation has also been improved with the addition of the ability to simulate machine-tool movements 

as tool changes are executed.  Again, a list of any problems found is produced so they can be corrected. 

Two enhancements have been made to the drilling options in PowerMILL.  Firstly, drilling calculations 

can now reference a stock model instead of the block, with toolpaths created from the point when the 

tool touches the stock.  This reduces the time spent air cutting.  Secondly, drills larger that the milling 

tool can be used when using drilling to create an entry point for area clearance.  Alternatively, a larger 

entry hole can be created by helical ramping of the tool. 

The options for user customisation have been increased steadily over the last few releases of 

PowerMILL.  These now include the ability to create keyboard shortcuts for menu items, toolbar items, 

custom commands or macros, allowing frequently-used commands to be accessed more 

quickly.  Another new option allows expression fields to be added to custom toolbars. 
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http://www.delcam.tv/pm2015/lz


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 42 

Delcam’s ArtCAM Pro Includes more Modelling Tools with Real-Time Updating 

9 January 2015 

 

Delcam has added a new ‘putty’ tool to the 2015 release of its ArtCAM Pro CADCAM software for 

artistic applications, allowing even more complex 3D shapes to be created with the program.  In 

addition, many of the modelling options, including the new tool, now show the results of changes in real 

time. 

Unlike most other CADCAM systems, ArtCAM Pro is aimed at skilled artisans rather than engineers 

and requires little knowledge of engineering or computing.  It has been particularly successful in the 

signmaking, woodworking and engraving industries.  In these areas and in other artistic applications, 

ArtCAM Pro allows users to increase productivity, improve quality and deliver new designs more 

quickly, by combining their craft skills and creativity with the power and precision of computer-aided 

manufacturing. 

The main development for ArtCAM Pro 2015 is the new putty tool for modelling.  This allows models 

to be edited by picking an area to be moved, swirled, pinched or puckered.  It will be especially valuable 

when creating a series of variants on a repeating element in a design, such as a number of flowers 

making up a bouquet, or subtly changing the details of a design such as facial expressions.  Together 

with the existing 3D tools in ArtCAM Pro, it will help the most ambitious designers create any shape 

they can imagine. 

Another significant change is the ability to create and edit 3D shapes in real time, allowing the user to 

see changes instantly.  Previously, this live update was only available when distorting vector artwork.  In 

addition to the new putty tool, options now operating in real time include the shape editor, the two-rail-

sweep tools, and the extrude, spin and turn modelling tools.  

The 2015 release includes new tools to speed up the editing of vectors.  Firstly, selection of vectors has 

been made easier and quicker.  Dragging the mouse across any area of a model now selects all the 

vectors either completely or partially within that area.  Selection can also be made of a set of nodes, 

either from a single vector or from a group of vectors.  Once selected, the group of vectors or the set of 

nodes can be edited simultaneously in either the 2D or the 3D view. 

CNC machining is often easier if all the vectors are in either the clockwise or anticlockwise 

direction.  ArtCAM Pro can now identify all vectors created in one direction automatically, rather than 

having to check each vector in turn, so saving considerable time. 

On the machining side in ArtCAM Pro 2015, custom tools can be created using an open vector to 

represent the tool’s profile, while relief slicing is available to divide high reliefs for machining, laser 

engraving or 3D printing as a series of layers. 
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ESI Releases its Newest Version of Virtual Performance Solution  

13 January 2015  

 

ESI Group announces the latest release of its flagship software Virtual Performance Solution. A 

benchmark in the automotive industry, Virtual Performance Solution empowers manufacturers to 

http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=4wBZKDarX5GFrkk_uE5K_0otsQ7pegC43QU8tGc0U9I6dMWHa_2wkbeyr5AqJiWilKLN8Luv4nFXM19PQB6Avg%3D%3D
http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=oJ94b3oBMUwxC1VB2b5CCsopA7sPbR4cn_qBZzNrSractzhD7UjSRuWtwO6nnQXfiycYc4IV7j2Z20_zla7OnzybBo4jKIMlh-vilxbUserhhf86pmxvA8E-YRyroaw-3vCqmgBKZizHYGhhLp3cHW0dLo6G8WEZhQdsGuTModnBK4OH7DrKgFQA8kf6UMN5
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evaluate and optimize product performance across multiple domains, so they can develop higher 

performance products at lower cost and in less time. 

By using one central simulation model, or 'single-core model' that can integrate all manufacturing 

properties and multi-domain simulation data, companies using Virtual Performance Solution can 

efficiently assess trade-off between different engineering domains. This ability is an important enabler 

of innovative product design and provides particular benefit for companies who must sustain high 

product performance as they adopt new, lightweight materials. 

Working on the same (single-core) model from end-to-end enables interactions between departments 

and supports faster design iterations; contributing to reduced development costs and time. Using a 

realistic Virtual Prototype early on in the design process helps manufacturing companies avoid costly 

late changes and reduces the number of real prototypes required to achieve a certified product. 

The latest version of Virtual Performance Solution introduces a brand new modular input methodology. 

This system enables manufacturers to align the structure of Computer-Aided Engineering (CAE) models 

with their Computer-Aided Design (CAD) or Product Data Management (PDM) tools. Following either 

of these widely used "product trees", manufacturers can easily share simulation results and iterate with 

suppliers responsible for product components; saving an unprecedented amount of time. With this new 

modular assembly, ESI customers can also use an unlimited number of finite elements for each part, 

adding model details as required. 

Enhancements in the domain of Noise, Vibration, and Harshness (NVH) include new automated 

simulation processes, which users can easily customize. 

To support the above list of enhancements, Virtual Performance Solution's Graphical User Interface 

(Visual-Environment and associated processes) now fully supports modular assembly and the common 

ESI Result File format across all domains. Based on user feedback, model converters now cover most 

industrial standard third-party programs. The graphical performance has been improved for handling 

larger models, which underlines usability in industrial development projects. 

More than ever, this new version of Virtual Performance Solution truly empowers companies to 

embrace collaborative engineering processes by delivering capabilities to adapt components easily with 

regards to diverse loading conditions, and by enabling the fast and robust creation of variants. 
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Infor Helps Apparel and Footwear Companies Better Combat Fast Fashion Pressures with Industry-

Specific Applications  

12 January 2015 

 

Infor announced the availability of the next generation of Infor Fashion Product Lifecycle Management 

(PLM), an application developed to meet the specific requirements of the fashion industry. Infor Fashion 

PLM helps link the vital areas of merchandising (product development and sourcing) with line planning, 

design and development, sourcing and production. Since the original release of Infor Fashion PLM, 

Infor has delivered a new Merchandise Planning module and a new Partner Collaboration module to 

support additional processes in the areas of merchandising, product development and partner 

collaboration. 

http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=oJ94b3oBMUwxC1VB2b5CCsopA7sPbR4cn_qBZzNrSrbwY38QrUVc1JGcCsAxsZIFhz7uET-5TyCM9eM-km_sSMvZJ4n_6HrYZH_Y3DLEFgFj0AqSaZVnCtlmahnAluTY6C1IGU3XMPivnWe1hMGks4LWHGgbxPtSxfjhtfCRPwA7oMpvU1coD5oufEl1yzmX
http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=oJ94b3oBMUwxC1VB2b5CCsKphDHSKVIVuMx36bcfSzIDfhbqhW9iEtywCaJS13hIpS5EHyG_6UlFGJJ1HQ2Sod5-ZMMMxWtX1YQ-PnRpmn8%3D
http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=OMp3GC2oaexBHj80tI5exY76iwrTPE5dXdl1fFcEHq3Y2VrYTY3NqgL8bh8NL1SmMzsJPew23W85rMstmhOJ_c-6Na50mk6272hYulXt4HuzNTqVJMfnjPp7a7ZmQpQD
http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=0iQGRjFPyGDA0REBWuK0aVHwU19PHKEy6yW8NmCifnOseRzpclbUu7KdJpQHX1fVuFqqNFK5p4N5JgPNn75ZmeVNGEsahiGvsBzmeI2ekjMdPGAqGWYOrohPGx6B8aG362EEKXxNlEeaMech6lHZZQ%3D%3D
http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=dWvHOTvKrjSEnWtvGFl9TYH4GIPf5aAbzW8NUcD28S_eL126XCT-UrH6w6XgFv-tQzYi4ovo1Wbw7J_Cuya65tR50IjDz2XpnIRFsd5QEr4h1UGwzGRrxOfm_FuoSzdt6aHeqMn43BmLPyvANll2x_2RGrddm6xZSrivyUKLGAQ_3nyBSSCdSuD7Nl9JXDq64VSFrACWyv0XmlOkja2dyw%3D%3D
http://www.infor.com/
http://www.infor.com/product_summary/plm/fashion/
http://www.infor.com/product_summary/plm/fashion/
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The Merchandise Planning module supports the creation of new collections with overall budgets that can 

be allocated to product and market attributes as the collection and line plans evolve - streamlining 

processes. "The ability to compare and import budgets from external sources at the line level offers more 

efficiency and further streamlines the planning process," said Robert McKee, industry strategy director, 

Fashion, Infor. "During the development process, being able to collaborate with suppliers and partners in 

the value chain from an early stage is paramount to success in the fashion industry." 

In addition, the new Partner Collaboration module provides secure 24x7 web access for the exchange of 

information on styles, specification packs, update requests/comments, measurements, quotes, 

tests/standards and more, to avoid time lags and reduce communication errors. 

In order to provide integration to both Infor and third party applications a Connector Toolbox has been 

introduced. This includes standard integration to Infor M3, which reduces the need for testing and time 

to value from the implementation. The latest release of Infor Fashion PLM also includes enhanced 

Product Development features, including support for prints. Fashion PLM now allows users to save the 

unique print in a specific library, making it easy to access and add them on the fly. These functions 

enable users to better anticipate style costs for sourcing - plus quick operation cost simulation 

capabilities are built-in to help make better business decisions. 

"Private brand retailers, brands and manufacturers need to become more agile to keep up with the latest 

and fast changing consumer trends," continued McKee. "Infor is committed to investing in our Fashion 

applications and we are building out Infor Fashion PLM to beyond the boundaries of traditional PLM 

solutions with broad planning capabilities and a new level of user experience. We are using the latest 

technologies to help our customers operate more quickly and efficiently to shorten the time from 

concept to consumer, improve agility and help keep them competitive in today's and tomorrow's fast-

paced fashion industry, and this application is gaining momentum in the marketplace with both new and 

existing customers." 
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Kalypso Launches Managed Services for Oracle Product Lifecycle Management 

13 January 2015 

 

Kalypso announces PLM Pulse for Oracle, the firm’s managed services for Oracle’s product lifecycle 

management (PLM) solutions, Oracle’s Agile PLM and Oracle’s Agile PLM for Process. 

Kalypso has provided companies with end-to-end Oracle PLM consulting and implementation services 

for over 10 years. Post go-live, a successful PLM program is highly dependent upon a stable 

environment and responsive user support. PLM Pulse for Oracle provides clients with the technical 

expertise and system support, administration and maintenance necessary to ensure optimal performance. 

“Recently, we have seen a growing need for specialized PLM technology support,” said George Young, 

CEO of Kalypso. “Rather than investing to develop this capacity internally, companies are finding that it 

is often more cost effective and operationally beneficial to outsource this function. As a result the 

decision to launch PLM Pulse for Oracle was driven by the urging of our mutual clients.” 

PLM Pulse for Oracle provides user administration, configuration changes, on-call issue resolution, 

proactive system monitoring, environment strategy, installation and maintenance, and backup and 

http://www.infor.com/product_summary/erp/m3/
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fkalypso.com&esheet=51018262&newsitemid=20150113005822&lan=en-US&anchor=Kalypso&index=1&md5=08ce3043c15c2728b951306f36b248a2
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fkalypso.com%2Foracleplmpulse&esheet=51018262&newsitemid=20150113005822&lan=en-US&anchor=PLM+Pulse+for+Oracle&index=2&md5=4a4242206ae46df25fcbdfb8a71976b1
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.oracle.com%2Fus%2Fproducts%2Fapplications%2Fagile%2Fproduct-lifecycle-management%2Foverview%2Findex.html&esheet=51018262&newsitemid=20150113005822&lan=en-US&anchor=Oracle%27s+Agile+PLM&index=3&md5=1c57a5346d134f1cdd887fd9410f6961
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.oracle.com%2Fus%2Fproducts%2Fapplications%2Fagile%2Fproduct-lifecycle-management-process%2Foverview%2Findex.html&esheet=51018262&newsitemid=20150113005822&lan=en-US&anchor=Oracle%27s+Agile+PLM+for+Process&index=4&md5=57b95b6df35781efd78f06f7dc37a118
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fkalypsonians.com%2Fgeorge-young&esheet=51018262&newsitemid=20150113005822&lan=en-US&anchor=George+Young&index=5&md5=e2b8cc600487bfce51a3b928555d56bb
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recovery for Oracle’s Agile PLM and Oracle’s Agile PLM for Process solutions. This set of outsourced 

services alleviates the need for in-house IT and PLM management resources, freeing them up to focus 

on more valuable tasks while increasing system stability, lowering support costs and improving user 

response time in the process. 

While PLM Pulse for Oracle is designed to deliver these expected benefits, the focus is on implementing 

long-term maintenance and enhancements that can enable continuous improvement. 

“Kalypso has a proven track record of successful Oracle PLM solution implementations across a variety 

of industries,” said Troy Richardson, Senior Vice President, Strategic Alliances, Oracle. “This 

implementation experience, combined with their deep technical knowledge, provides customers with 

added support for their Oracle Agile PLM and Oracle Agile PLM for Process solutions.” 

PLM Pulse for Oracle supports companies in industries including consumer goods, retail, food and 

beverage, life sciences, high technology and chemicals. 

Kalypso is a Gold level member of Oracle PartnerNetwork (OPN) with Specialization in Agile Product 

Lifecycle Management, and a three-time OPN award winner. 
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M4 P&ID FX 6.0: Flexible New Interface 

14 January 2015 

 

Engineers currently planning tomorrow’s factories will be very well served with this newly released 

version 6.0 of M4 P&ID FX. This new major release of the P&ID software is a modern design with 

genuine, new functionality, perfectly fulfilling today’s businesses most diverse requirements. 

A Modern and Flexible, Intuitive Tool 

“This time we didn’t want to simply make our software better. We want to empower engineers with a 

modern and flexible, intuitive tool, allowing swift process engineering planning that can be updated very 

easily”. said Product Line Manager, Mark Simpson.  

Many new features for improved productivity  

Version 6.0 of M4 P&ID FX delivers genuine improvements, to greatly aid users in their everyday tasks. 

This includes the catalog and symbol browser, the inclusion of the current P&ID drawings standard and 

above all the popular dashboard.  

New Design and Updated Dashboard  

CAD-Schroer has developed a totally new ribbon interface, allowing a better overview and an even 

shorter familiarisation period for new users. The dashboard re-design provides added flexibility for the 

user. Direct access to all relevant functions allows faster diagram generation.  

Catalog and Symbol Browser 

Version 6 of M4 P&ID has a completely overhauled catalog and symbol browser. Fast symbol catalog 

searches, aided by a comprehensive symbol preview and simpler symbol selection enables fast creation 

of complete schematics.  

Simplified International Co-operation 

A feature of M4 P&ID FX Version 6 is language-independent saving of symbol attributes, facilitating 
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organisations‘ international co-operation. This allows switching languages, irrespective of which 

language was used when the drawing was created.  

New Search Function and Report Formats 

The Search functions in Version 6.0 of M4 P&ID FX have been extended extensively, enabling 

immediate location of components and pipelines in complicated diagrams. The option of generating 

reports in various and specific formats such as PDF, XLS, RTF and even HTML will facilitate users in 

their daily work. This saves time and money.  

Today, CAD Schroer has announced Version 6 of its powerful P&ID software. For a limited period, the 

new version of the software for creating high quality P&ID drawings is available for a free 30-day trial.  
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Nemetschek Vectorworks Releases Japanese-Language Version of Vectorworks 2015 

15 January 2015 

 

Nemetschek Vectorworks, Inc., is excited to announce the release of the Japanese-language version of 

the award-winning Vectorworks® 2015 product line that includes Designer, Architect, Landmark, 

Spotlight, Fundamentals and Renderworks®. 

To supplement localized European and Spanish-language releases of Vectorworks 2015 last fall, 

Nemetschek Vectorworks' Japanese distributor, A&A Co., Ltd., hosted events at six major cities in 

Japan in the weeks leading up to today's launch, attracting crowds of hundreds of designers wanting to 

test out the platform's new capabilities. Vectorworks 2015 software features over 100 updates and new 

features in the areas of architecture, BIM, urban planning and entertainment design. In addition, the 

power of 64-bit is now integrated throughout the entire product line, allowing designers to create larger 

projects with increased performance and stability. These improvements are complemented with a new 

graphical experience due to advances made to the Vectorworks Graphics Module. 

“We are showing designers all over Japan how Vectorworks software has evolved to enable them to 

improve their workflows and bring their ideas to reality,” said Eiichi Kawase, President, A&A Co., Ltd. 

“The software’s integral focus on inviting users to discover new possibilities really speaks to everyone 

who experiences the new release.” 

Nemetschek Vectorworks' CEO Sean Flaherty and Architect Product Specialist Jeffrey Ouellette, Assoc. 

AIA, IES, participated in pre-launch events in Tokyo and Osaka, where they engaged with users. 

"We sensed strong enthusiasm for the new release, which is great to see because Japan is our largest 

market and boasts our biggest concentration of large-seat firms—many with hundreds or thousands of 

licenses each," says Flaherty. "We heard from customers that they're particularly interested in the 

Vectorworks Remote App, Deform tool, new gradient options, enhanced text editing features and the 

seamless, visual transitions between 2D and 3D models. We look forward to strengthening our position 

and supporting continued growth in Japan following A&A's July 2014 acquisition by technology giant 

Canon IT Solutions, a division of Canon Corporation and one of the largest software and IT retailers in 

the country." 
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New 3DXML Export in CrossManager 2015.1 

12 January 2015 

 

Datakit has released Cross Manager 2015.1. 

Besides many improvements to existing interfaces, this version offers a brand new3DXML export 

interface. 

It is therefore possible to convert twenty CAD formats to 3DXML with CrossManager. 

Do not hesitate to request a demo license for this new 3DXML output, in order to test its effectiveness 

with your own files. 
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Safe Software Releases FME 2015 

15 January 2015 

 

Safe Software announced that the latest version of its core technology, FME 2015, is now available in 

both FME Desktop and FME Server. Developments aim to help users easily move their data where it 

needs to be and keep up with technology that is constantly evolving, not only with tools that enable them 

to use more data in more ways, but with enhanced usability features that allow them to work with FME 

more efficiently and focus on getting the most from their data. 

New Capabilities with BIM Data 
FME 2015 has taken steps forward with its support for BIM data including new IFC writing capabilities 

that allow models to be created by combining other formats like GIS. The new release also offers 

enhancements that enable smoother reading of BIM data from IFC, Autodesk Revit® and Trimble 

SketchUp®. 

"Over the past few years, requests from our customers surrounding BIM data have been popping up 

more and more frequently," says Dale Lutz, Co-CEO and VP of Development at Safe Software. "With 

this release we've answered in a big way, particularly with IFC writing which is a very complex task, 

and now it is ready for users to start creating their own BIM models from aggregated data." 

Expanded Point Cloud Options 
Users can take advantage of additional point cloud capabilities including read support for new formats 

CARIS CSAR and RIEGL 6.0 RDB and the new PointCloudMerger, PointCloudSorter, and 

PointCloudStatisticsCalculator transformers. Existing tools have also undergone upgrades: LAS support 

now covers versions 1.3 and 1.4, and Esri LASD files; XYZ support includes .csv and .txt file 

extensions; and non-spatial point cloud functionality has been added to several transformers. 

Updated Esri ArcGIS Support to Version 10.3 
Esri users can upgrade to ArcGIS 10.3 without disrupting their existing FME workflows as FME 2015 

brings with it support for the latest version of Esri's flagship product. 

Also included with FME 2015 are upgrades to support for commonly used CAD applications like 

Autodesk AutoCAD®, including AutoCAD Map 3D® and AutoCAD Civil 3D®, as well as Bentley 

MicroStation®. 

Enhanced Support for Web Mapping Services 

http://www.datakit.com/en/cross_manager.php
http://www.datakit.com/cad-convertors/all-to-3dxml/0-75-0.html
http://www.datakit.com/cad-convertors/all-to-3dxml/0-75-0.html
http://www.datakit.com/en/account/demo_licenses.php
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FME 2015 includes improvements to its support for ArcGIS Online and has added read and write 

capabilities for CartoDB. ArcGIS Online users can also access locally hosted feature services through its 

new support for ArcGIS Server Feature Services and Portal for ArcGIS 10.3. 

New Tools for Accessing Online File Storage Services 
Users can integrate online file storage services into FME workflows with the new HTTPCaller, and 

FTPCaller transformers, and new tools for Amazon™ S3. 

Minecraft Reading and Writing 
Moving into new data territory, FME 2015 supports Minecraft® to enable users to make their GIS and 

other data available through its interactively discoverable gaming platform. 

"This is a great new feature that will enable FME users to upload their data into the Minecraft gaming 

engine to get an idea of how it looks in a 3D virtual environment that they can pan around in," says Lutz. 

"This will be particularly useful for any organization involved in city planning." 

Access to More Database Systems with JDBC Reading and Writing 
FME 2015 introduces read and write support for JDBC which will enable users to connect to many more 

systems and databases including SAP HANA®, Neo4j, and Microsoft SQL Server® on Linux®, to 

name a few. 

Other Newly Supported Formats and Applications 
In addition to the newly supported formats and services already mentioned, FME 2015 can connect to 

several others across a range of data sources and destinations. Most notable inclusions are Autodesk 

FBX, Google Maps Engine Rasters, Microsoft SharePoint® Lists, OGC® GeoPackage, 

OpenSceneGraph OSGB, SFX Panorama Exchange reading, and TetGen. 

Additional Highlights Worth Noting 

 Improved Excel data handling 

 The new PDFPageFormatter transformer that enables greater control over appearance of PDFs 

 Enhancements to the FeatureMerger which improve its functionality, usability and performance 

 A new standardized method of attribute merging for all transformers that handle this function 

such as the NeighborFinder and the Clipper 

 The new Reprojection Grid Add-On which gives the option of adding several grids including 

NSRS2007 and NSRS2011 

FME Desktop 2015 Highlights 
FME Desktop 2015 includes changes to FME Workbench that have created a more convenient workflow 

authoring environment with new functionality, features, and canvas enhancements such as: 

 A Rolling Counts feature at runtime which give users instant feedback about how their 

workspace is progressing 

 Database and web service connections that are defined only once to provide access from 

unlimited FME workspaces without them containing the password credentials 

 Horizontal resizing of transformers and feature types 

 Object snapping to grids and guides.Canvas auto-scrolling 

 New visual cues like highlighting and pop-up buttons help users find what they're looking for 

faster 

 A tree-based undo tool which allows users to move backwards and forwards in their changes 
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more easily and with more control 

 An Automatic mode option when defining attributes that automatically generates a writer's 

attribute schema based on the reader inputs it is attached to for less manual work 

 Context sensitive naming for feature types where FME uses terminology that is native to the 

format the user is working with 

The FME Data Inspector has also seen some changes that give users more options for assessing their 

data including support for more basemap sources like Bing®, Nokia® HERE, Google Maps Engine, and 

users' own ArcGIS Online maps. 

FME Server 2015 Highlights 
The latest version of FME Server has made changes aimed at extending its capabilities to a wider 

audience including a revamped web interface that is more approachable, enabling users of all technical 

skill levels to automate data transformation workflows. This improved usability extends to the 

notification services interface where it is now simpler to configure components like topics. 

It is also an easier job to be an FME Server administrator in 2015 with activities that are more easily 

executed with more automation. Examples include the ability to execute tasks like controlling FME 

Engine resources and configuring Cross Origin Resource Sharing (CORS) from the web user interface, 

in addition to automatic clean-up for logs and temporary workspace files and improved failover and 

fault tolerance procedures. 

Included with this release is improved real-time support with the addition of "set it and forget it" 

functionality which ensures workflows which must be on constantly will run until cancelled by a user. 

"With this release, we've really focused on enhancing the FME Server experience, making changes that 

improve its usability and functionality, decreasing the effort required on the part of the user," says Don 

Murray, President and Co-CEO of Safe Software. "We want to give our users more time to work with 

their data and come up with new and exciting ways to use it and FME Server 2015, our most low-

maintenance and user-friendly version yet, is enabling us to do just that." 
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SimulationForDesign Website Enables Designers to Perform Structural Simulations Early in the 

Development Cycle 

14 January 2015 

 

Fidesys LLC, announced that its SimulationForDesign (www.sim4design.com) website has been 

launched. It will operate in Beta mode until 31 March, 2015 and during this period customers will 

benefit from reduced rates.  The website focuses on the needs of non-simulation specialists to enable 

designers without simulation background to reliably evaluate structural performance of design 

alternatives and make performance based design decisions early in the development cycle. 

SimulationForDesign enables its users to better understand structural performance (displacements and 

stresses) of their designs allowing them to evaluate the impact of design changes and to make smarter 

design decisions based on product performance. SimForDesign is not aiming to replace Analyst’s CAE 

tool for final design validation but is intended to support the early design phases and its associated 

decisions.  It allows any organization to make structural analysis an integral part of the design process 

for parts and small assemblies by removing the complexities and mystery related to setting up standard 

http://www.sim4design.com/en/index/pr2_simfordesignBeta_mcadCafe
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structural analysis. 

SimulationForDesign provides a simplified process for simulation that demystifies analysis including 

fully automatic mesh generation and automatic assignment of project based material properties featuring 

an easy-to-use and navigate environment. At the same time it offers extreme reliability as it is based on 

proven and fully supported commercial Finite Element solutions from Fidesys LLC.  And there is no 

software to install; SimForDesign.com supports web browser based structural analysis and results 

visualization leveraging the Cloud. 

“I am pleasantly surprised to see an innovative approach to reducing the expertise required for CAE as 

part of the design process” says Joe Walsh, CEO and Founder of intrinSIM. “SimForDesign.com 

focuses on leveraging commercial grade meshing and solver technology in an attempt to improve the 

design process. Providing a streamlined method to enable better design decisions may open the door for 

significantly broader use of CAE. Oh yeah...it's in the cloud.” 

SimulationforDesign provides a simple straightforward pricing model for pre-paid usage taking the 

guess work out of the cost. Start for as low as $ 10 to get your first models analyzed and add usage to 

your account as your use simulation more. 
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Tech Soft 3D Releases HOOPS Visualize 2015 

9 January 2015 

 

Tech Soft 3D  announces the release of HOOPS Visualize 2015, with capabilities that make it easier 

than ever to add high-performance, interactive 3D visualization to desktop and mobile applications. The 

industry-leading toolkit currently powers advanced graphics in hundreds of engineering applications 

around the globe. 

HOOPS Visualize 2015 leverages the latest 3D GPU capabilities available on current graphics 

processors, giving developers the tools to provide the best possible rendering and selection performance. 

A tighter connection with the HOOPS Exchange toolkit enables applications to load files from over 20 

formats faster than any other solution on the market as well as support CATIA drawings. New 

functionality also enables comprehensive interaction with and querying of rich CAD data through a 

reference model browser. 

“The range of HOOPS Visualize’s features and component integrations continue to expand, which 

further solidifies its position as the leading engineering visualization toolkit,” says Robert Mazeffa, 

Director of HOOPS Visualize Product Development. “Developers can more easily visualize and interact 

with CAD, and then publish that visual information with context.” 

HOOPS Visualize 2015 also includes: 

 3D PDF export enhancements: Through the connection to HOOPS Publish, this latest version 

supports additional 3D attributes, slide tables, buttons and view carousels, allowing richer 3D 

PDFs that support the MBE (model-based enterprise) approach to manufacturing. 

 Shader-pipeline tuning: CAD model selection and drawing performance has been further boosted 

with HOOPS Visualize’s continual 3D shader optimizations. 

 New view/model manipulation tools: New functionality makes it easier than ever to manipulate 

http://www.techsoft3d.com/
http://www.techsoft3d.com/our-products/hoops-visualize
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cutting sections, access section geometry, navigate views and browse CAD model structure, 

increasing the value and interoperability of CAD/CAM/CAE applications. 

 Point-cloud enhancements: Enable better visual results and enhanced performance for data 

acquired from laser-scanners. 

“HOOPS Visualize allows us to produce stunning graphics with ease,” says New River Kinematics Co-

founder, Joe Calkins. “It is fast, well organized, and well suited to our needs in the metrology software 

business. It does what a software tool should do – it accelerates our development.” 
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Viewpoint Construction Software and Synchro Software Ltd. Partner to Provide Improved Project 

Control Using BIM Data  

14 January 2015 

 

Viewpoint Construction Software announced that Synchro Software, Ltd. has joined Viewpoint’s 

Market Partner Program to offer building and construction markets a solution that unites the latest BIM 

model data with CPM scheduling and 4D visual project management capabilities. Using building 

information models, Synchro Software affords the entire delivery team the ability to see, validate and 

verify the sequence of activities that need to happen during project execution. When used in conjunction 

with Viewpoint’s BIM Manager, which uses IFC enabled Common Data Environments to deliver the 

most current view of project data, project activities are easily identified and coordinated providing a 

“dress rehearsal” of building the project before ground is even broken. This capability leads to greater 

quality control during project execution, and consistently provides improved productivity and cost and 

resource management. 

Both Viewpoint and Synchro Software work with OpenBIM standards; the benefits achieved by using 

the solutions together further demonstrates that reliable and comprehensive BIM workflows are being 

achieved using models from a variety of BIM technology platforms. 

"Viewpoint and Synchro’s solutions are naturally complementary and fulfill critical elements of the 

planning, design and construction workflows required for effective project completion," stated Matt 

Harris, Viewpoint’s senior vice president of strategy and corporate business development. "Both 

Viewpoint and Synchro are active evangelists of OpenBIM standards-based applications which enable 

solution providers to collaboratively bring to market impactful software offerings for the building and 

construction industries. We are very happy to welcome Synchro as the newest member of Viewpoint’s 

Market Partner Program." 

"The ability of our mutual customers to get immediate, reliable automated data tracking and status 

updates extends the benefits of BIM in construction project planning and management. Through 

strategic alliances with industry leading firms such as Viewpoint, the combined ecosystem of Synchro 

Software and its partners bring best-in-class competencies in industry processes and technical domains," 

said Tom Dengenis, CEO of Synchro. 
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