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CIMdata News 

2014 3DEXPERIENCE FORUM: Doing Business in the Age of Experience: a CIMdata Commentary  

17 December 2014 

 

Key takeaways: 

 Dassault Systèmes continues to enhance its 3DEXPERIENCE Platform messaging and how it 

supports doing business in the age of experience 

 Dassault Systèmes continues to build out its platform with the release of additional 

“experiences” 

 Dassault Systèmes’ 3DEXPERIENCE Platform is being adopted by companies in multiple 

industries 

On November 11-12, 2014, approximately 900 Dassault Systèmes clients, prospects, partners, and 

employees gathered for the 2014 North American 3DEXPERIENCE FORUM at The Cosmopolitan of 

Las Vegas, Las Vegas, NV (with many more participating via a live video feed). Mr. Bruno Latchague, 

Senior EVP, Americas Market and Global Sales Operations and Mr. Ken Clayton, Vice President, 3DS 

Professional Channel, kicked off the event. Mr. Latchague provided some facts about Dassault 

Systèmes’ North American operations, including its 40 locations, 78,000 customers, and 132 partners. 

He spoke about how customers are moving to Dassault Systèmes’ 3DEXPERIENCE Platform, which 

allows them to do business in the “age of experience.” Emphasis was placed on the new business model 

that “…is emerging in today’s connected society in which consumers expect instantaneous answers, 

delightful experiences, and simplicity.” As in the past, the Forum was filled with speakers from Dassault 

Systèmes’ customer base. A sampling of these include: AGCO Corporation, Anglo American, Bayer 

HealthCare, DURA Automotive Systems, General Electric, Georgia Institute of Technology, Honda, 

Lockheed Martin Space Systems, Nissan, Pratt & Whitney Canada, Qualcomm, and Vans. 

This year’s keynote was given by Mr. Bill Taylor from Fast Company. He stressed the need for business 

transformation. According to Mr. Taylor, average is no longer good enough. Companies need to stand 
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for something special and they must redefine their engagement models. His overall message was 

supportive of Dassault Systèmes’ “experience” approach and it should have resonated well with 

Dassault Systèmes’ clients who have begun their move to the 3DEXPERIENCE Platform. It has been a 

few years since Dassault Systèmes introduced its next step in business enablement and its associated 

3DEXPERIENCE Platform. The progress made with its positioning and adoption has been steady. This 

was reinforced by Ms. Monica Menghini, EVP, Corporate Strategy, Industry and Marketing. Ms. 

Menghini made special mention of how companies like Apple have used “resurrection” strategies to 

reinvent themselves and, in some cases, entire product categories. Her message fit well with Mr. 

Taylor’s and it clearly articulated Dassault Systèmes’ overall business experience platform message.  

Ms. Menghini’s presentation was followed by a presentation from one of the event’s sponsors and key 

Dassault Systèmes partners, Microsoft. Mr. Chris Colyer, Senior Director, Worldwide Alliances and 

Channels, illustrated how mobility boosts productivity and what role Microsoft and the 

3DEXPERIENCE Platform play in helping connect business processes. Mr. Colyer’s presentation was 

followed up by a number of Dassault Systèmes customer presentations that discussed how the presenting 

companies are transforming their businesses in the age of experience. The selected presenters 

represented the breadth and depth of Dassault Systèmes’ industry focus—from their traditional strengths 

in aerospace and defense (A&D) and automotive, and in newer industries like mining. Mr. David 

Markham, Advanced Programs Vice President, Lockheed Martin Space Systems, spoke on how they are 

innovating in the era of affordability, and how his company is living on the edge of rapid technology, 

physics, and materials science changes. Mr. Nizar Trigui, Executive Vice President, Dura Automotive 

Systems, provided an update to last year’s keynote given by Ms. Lynn Tilton, CEO of Patriarch Partners 

(owner of Dura). Mr. Trigui presented Dura Automotive’s 3DEXPERIENCE journey and how it is 

transforming their business. Finally, Mr. Tony O’Neill, Group Director, Technical and Sustainability, 

Anglo American, spoke about how the mining industry is on the cusp of game-changing innovation, and 

how they need to jump ahead 20 years in the next five. As with other non-discrete industries, the mining 

industry is far behind leaders in the adoption of PLM-enabling solutions found in the A&D and 

automotive industries. Dassault Systèmes is well positioned to help the mining and other non-discrete 

industries to benefit from PLM and what their 3DEXPERIENCE Platform offers. 

Mr. Bernard Charlès, President & CEO of Dassault Systèmes, closed off the morning plenary session. 

He focused on describing business in the age of experience and how Dassault Systèmes is providing the 

necessary enabling solutions. Mr. Charlès stressed how Dassault Systèmes is harmonizing product, 

nature, and life, and bringing the three together on one unifying business platform. He made special note 

of how Dassault Systèmes is building out their platform through in-house development as well as 

acquisition; Dassault Systèmes has acquired companies at a pace of almost one per month over the last 

several years. Dassault Systèmes’ platform approach, as described by Mr. Charlès, aligns well with 

where the PLM industry is evolving, i.e., into solutions that underlie a company’s product innovation 

platform. Dassault Systèmes is one of the leading PLM solution providers enabling such a platform, and 

in many ways Mr. Charlès’ vision for PLM is one of the primary drivers for this evolution. 

The event continued in the afternoon with a series of “Industry Experience Breakout Sessions.” In these 

sessions, Dassault Systèmes representatives and numerous customers presented. Once again, the tracks 

illustrated the breadth and depth of Dassault Systèmes’ industry focus, with sessions on Aerospace and 

Defense; Architecture, Engineering and Construction; Consumer Goods & Retail; Life Sciences; Natural 

Resources; and  Transportation & Mobility. These sessions articulated the progress Dassault Systèmes 

has made in building out its industry-focused solution “experiences.” While the progress made is 

substantial there is still a lot of investment and solution development to come. Many of the solutions 
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discussed could also be viewed in the 3DEXPERIENCE Playground where Dassault Systèmes and its 

partners exhibited their support for the 3DEXPERIENCE Platform. 

For the early risers, day two began with “Breakfast with Dassault Systèmes Brand Leaders.” In these 

brand-focused sessions, executives from CATIA, ENOVIA, DELMIA, EXALEAD, SIMULIA, and 

SOLIDWORKS positioned their brands, emphasized what was new, and highlighted the value their 

customers are receiving. Customer panels were also used to support these topics.  

As with day one, day two’s main event kicked off with a set of plenary sessions, which began with a 

short welcome by Mr. Ken Clayton. During a session entitled “Aerospace Innovation in the Age of 

Experience,” Ms. Menghini, and Mr. Michel Tellier, Vice President Aerospace and Defense Industry, 

presented how Dassault Systèmes is enabling aerospace innovation in the age of experience. Mr. Tellier 

presented a rather holistic solution demonstration that included full systems modeling. Mr. Tellier’s 

presentation was followed by a customer story from Textron Aviation by Mr. Jon Carr, Director 

Engineering New Product Development. Mr. Carr described how they are using Dassault Systèmes’ 

solutions to keep pace with the market. Mr. Carr was followed by Mr. Brian Meeker, Principal, Deloitte 

Consulting (another event sponsor) who presented Deloitte’s view on how a company can strategically 

drive complex PLM transformation. In many ways, business transformation is critical for companies 

who wish to take full advantage of the 3DEXPERIENCE Platform. It will be the result of transformation 

that will allow companies to reap the full benefits of such an end-to-end and highly connected business 

platform. 

Day two’s plenary sessions concluded with presentations from Dr. John Tomblin Ph.D., Vice President 

for Research and Technology Transfer, Wichita State University, and Mr. Eric DeHoff, Principal 

Engineer/CAE Technical Leader Vehicle Structures Research - Automotive Safety, Honda. Dr. Tomblin 

described how his university is expanding and has taken a lead partner role in business and educational 

innovation. Mr. Dehoff spoke on realistic visualization of crash simulation results, and finally Dassault 

Systèmes’ Mr. Steven Levine, Senior Director, SIMULIA Portfolio Management, described how 

technology is transforming lives as illustrated with the Living Heart project. 

As with day one, day two continued in the afternoon with a series of “Industry Experience Breakout 

Sessions.” Once again, these sessions illustrated the depth and breadth of Dassault Systèmes’ industry 

solutions. They demonstrated Dassault Systèmes’ commitment to support traditional discrete 

manufacturing related industries as well as those related to nature and life. Dassault Systèmes’ has 

significantly expanded its solution portfolio and industry solution set over the last five years and the 

progress made has been steady. 

Concluding Remarks 

Dassault Systèmes’ 2014 North American 3DEXPERIENCE FORUM provided a solid update on the 

organization’s progress with regards to its “experience” messaging and delivery. Dassault Systèmes is 

well on its way to delivering a single, unified business platform enabling product, nature, and life. 

Dassault Systèmes’ clients represent the depth and breadth of Dassault Systèmes’ solution offerings. The 

Forum provided an excellent opportunity to hear the latest and greatest from Dassault Systèmes and its 

clients, and to appreciate the progress the company has made on building out its 3DEXPERIENCE 

Platform. To date, Dassault Systèmes’ has done a reasonable job integrating its acquisitions as illustrated 

in a number of the presentations, but more work is required to fully reach its vision of enabling a 

comprehensive end-to-end business platform that supports product, nature, and life. At next year’s 

event, we look forward to hearing from additional companies who have been able to take advantage of 

multiple components of Dassault Systèmes’ 3DEXPERIENCE Platform. 
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About CIMdata 

CIMdata, an independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize an 

enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM). CIMdata provides world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-

practice methods on PLM. CIMdata also offers research, subscription services, publications, and 

education through international conferences. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website 

at http://www.CIMdata.com or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108, 

USA. Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV Weert, The 

Netherlands. Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 
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CIMdata Announces its 2015 PLM Market & Industry Forum Series 

19 December 2014 

 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM consulting and research firm announces its international 2015 

PLM Market & Industry Forum schedule and program. Now in their twenty-fifth year, these one-day 

events will be held in Ann Arbor, Michigan, USA on March 31, 2015; Amsterdam, The Netherlands on 

April 9, 2015; Beijing, China on April 17, 2015; and Tokyo, Japan on April 22, 2015. 

CIMdata’s 2015 PLM Market & Industry Forum is the premier industry event series designed 

exclusively for PLM solution providers, PLM service providers, PLM systems integrators, and PLM 

channel partners of all sizes. During the forum events, attendees will collectively explore the issues 

currently facing the PLM market. Presentations will offer insights into the current economic climate, 

leading trends, and their effects on the PLM economy. There will be a detailed look at the state and 

trends of current and future PLM markets, and the first public release of CIMdata’s 2014 PLM market 

analysis results—including extensive analyses and forecasts of market growth across PLM domains, 

industries, and regions; and the performance (revenue and market-share analysis) of leading PLM 

solution providers.  

The overall theme for this year’s event is “Platforms for Innovation: PLM’s Next Evolutionary Step.” 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) has emerged as a strategic business approach to support product 

and process development, enabled by software, technology, and services. Over the last several years, the 

ideation process has been spectacularly enabled by social technology. Many industrial companies now 

rely on open innovation with selected individuals or communities, creating their own platforms to make 

this happen. 

Presentations will include “Collaborative Innovation: A New Platform for Growth,” discussing how 

adopting a “collaborative innovation” strategy has helped many organizations better meet their 

innovation challenges; “Beyond Concept Modeling,” showing how simulation and systems engineering 

support the new paradigm of product design approaches that combine rapidly created concept geometry 

with powerful model-based techniques for collaboration and ideation; “The Platformization of PLM,” 

examining the major industry development of robust and resilient business platforms focused on product 

innovation and the fundamental changes this will bring about for all members of the PLM economy. The 

remainder of the day will offer a series of end-user-focused topics including: Defining Strategies for 

Global Collaboration, Issues and Remedies for PLM Obsolescence, and The Internet of (Smart) Things. 

http://www.cimdata.com/
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Participants in CIMdata’s PLM Market & Industry Forum events should expect to gain a solid 

understanding of the current and emerging PLM market, of the dynamics impacting it, and of 

expectations for its continued evolution. Attendees will gain further insights into opportunities and 

approaches they can use to navigate the PLM economy in the year to come. CIMdata’s PLM Market & 

Industry Forum also provides an opportunity to network with other professionals in the PLM 

community, including competitors, collaborators, and potential partners. 

For more information and to register for the 2015 PLM Market & Industry Forum, please go to: 

http://cimdata.com/en/education/plm-market-industry-forums 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize 

an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered 

world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods on PLM solutions. These solutions 

incorporate both business processes and a wide-ranging set of PLM-enabling technologies. 

CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and providers of technologies and services seeking 

competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, 

provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The 

company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences 

worldwide. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia- 

Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website at www.CIMdata.com, follow us on 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews, or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann 

Arbor, MI 48108, USA, Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV 

Weert, The Netherlands, Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 
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CIMdata Announces the Location for the First Product Lifecycle Management Leadership Certificate 

Class of 2015 

16 December 2014 

 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic consulting and research firm announces that the first 

CIMdata PLM Leadership Certificate program for 2015 is to be held in Amsterdam, The Netherlands. 

The program will take place at the Mecure Hotel at Amsterdam Airport from March 16-20, 2015. The 

program is recognized as the PLM industry’s most comprehensive solution-agnostic education and 

training offering. 

Program attendees may choose between a three- or five-day program which will help prepare them to 

successfully address the challenges commonly faced in PLM strategy development and implementation. 

The assessment-based certificate program includes a personalized classroom experience, individual and 

team-based exercises, and individual evaluations of achievement. The program is facilitated by a team of 

CIMdata experts. Upon successful completion of the program, participants receive a CIMdata PLM 

Leadership Certificate and are invited to become a member of CIMdata’s global PLM Leadership 

community. 

“For 2014 we have seen the number of PLM initiatives significantly go up across Europe. As a result of 

http://cimdata.com/en/education/plm-market-industry-forums
http://www.cimdata.com/
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that increase the demand for PLM education rises as well. Making CIMdata’s world-class PLM 

Leadership Certificate program available in Amsterdam early in 2015 will ensure that a wide range of 

PLM professionals from across industries all over Europe have the opportunity to participate in this 

valuable program, which has come to be regarded as the de-facto industry standard for PLM education 

and training,” said Mr. Gerard Litjens, CIMdata’s Director of European Operations. 

The program is built on CIMdata’s over 30 years of extensive experience guiding industrial companies 

in successfully defining and implementing best-in-class PLM strategies. For more information on 

CIMdata’s PLM Leadership Certificate Program visit our website at 

http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/plm-certificate-program. 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize 

an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered 

world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods on PLM solutions. These solutions 

incorporate both business processes and a wide-ranging set of PLM-enabling technologies. 

CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and providers of technologies and services seeking 

competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, 

provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The 

company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences 

worldwide. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia- 

Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website at www.CIMdata.com, follow us on 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews, or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann 

Arbor, MI 48108, USA, Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV 

Weert, The Netherlands, Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 
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CIMdata Hosts Free Webinar, “PLM & ERP: What’s the Difference, and Why Should you Care?” 

18 December 2014 

 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic management consulting and research firm, announces a 

free educational webinar, “PLM & ERP: What’s the Difference, and Why Should you Care?” Join 

CIMdata on January 28 at 10:00 (EST) / 16:00 (CET) to find out more about how to rationalize the 

design processes that are managed by PLM and the manufacturing activities that are managed by ERP.  

Based on CIMdata’s over 30 years of experience in the PLM industry, our experts have identified the 

potential pain points associated with supporting PLM and ERP within the enterprise: the entire budget is 

spent on ERP with little left over for PLM; ERP is the master for all product information, PLM is little 

more than an afterthought; millions have been spent on ERP with limited evidence of increased 

efficiencies; and there is a great deal of scrap and many prototypes before products are shipped. 

The webinar will be presented by Jim McKinney, CIMdata’s PLM Leadership Practice Manager. “There 

is often a conflict in many companies about where PLM and ERP fit within the product design and 

manufacturing lifecycle,” says McKinney. “Since there is overlap, it is often difficult to determine 

http://cimdata.com/en/education/plm-certificate-program
http://www.cimdata.com/
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where various processes should be performed and where product data should be managed. In this 

webinar we will explain the differences between PLM and ERP, and discuss how they can be integrated 

to provide innovative and high quality products.” Mr. McKinney has over 28 years of experience 

helping people adopt and optimize new technologies. He delivers PLM certificate classes throughout 

Europe, Asia, and North America. He also works with individual companies to provide customized 

support for their PLM initiatives. 

The webinar will be an hour long and will cover the following topics: the difference between PLM and 

ERP; key integration points for PLM and ERP; how new innovation processes support PLM and ERP; 

and how you can leverage PLM and ERP integration.  

Attendees will learn: 

 The key strengths of PLM and ERP 

 Why linking PLM and ERP can provide benefits and drive innovation 

 How to use a PLM platform to enhance ERP efficiency 

 How to stop the PLM-ERP wars at your company 

This webinar is suited for: PLM users, team leaders, and team members; engineering managers; PLM 

solution, service providers, and channel partners; corporate training managers; and those interested in 

learning more about PLM. During the webinar attendees will have the opportunity to ask questions 

about the topics discussed. To find out more, visit: http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/educational-

webinars/plm-erp-what-s-the-difference-and-why-should-you-care. To register, 

visit: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7690158410701293313  

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize 

an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered 

world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods on PLM solutions. These solutions 

incorporate both business processes and a wide-ranging set of PLM-enabling technologies. 

CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and providers of technologies and services seeking 

competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, 

provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The 

company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences 

worldwide. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia-

Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website at www.CIMdata.com, follow us on 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews, or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann 

Arbor, MI 48108, USA, Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV 

Weert, The Netherlands, Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 
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Evolution and Revolution at Autodesk University 2014: a CIMdata Commentary  

18 December 2014 

 

Key takeaways: 

 The global economy is undergoing fundamental changes in production, demand, and even the 

definition of what is a product, according to Autodesk, and their strategy is focused on 

democratizing the solutions needed in this evolving world 

 Autodesk is in their third era of delivering product development solutions: documenting 

(Autodesk disrupting with AutoCAD), optimizing (with solutions from many other solution 

providers), and now in an era of connection, where that word is laden with social and technical 

meaning 

 Autodesk recognizes they must, in part, sow the seeds of their own “destruction” to ensure long-

term growth in support of their democratization mission 

The global Autodesk University (AU) series held its biggest event of the year December 2-4 at the 

Mandalay Bay Hotel in Las Vegas, Nevada. Over 10,000 were expected in Las Vegas, with another 

12,000 attending regional AUs held at different times earlier in the year (and with still more attending 

online). Autodesk has been undergoing a major evolution. Other CIMdata Commentaries have reviewed 

their acquisitions and strong entry into product lifecycle management (PLM). The company is also 

changing their revenue model from generating most of their revenues from perpetual licenses to a 

subscription approach. In front of the trade press, Autodesk boldly announced their new Subscribe to 

Autodesk, “all-you-can-eat” licensing model. Mr. Carl Bass, Autodesk CEO, stated that the idea was a 

success for academic institutions, and they are working out the details for industrial customers. They 

also announced changes in their academic program, formerly a $100 million business. Five years ago, 

they had 5 million students using their tools, and now there are 192 million. Mr. Bass claimed that only 

at Autodesk could he drive the value of their academic business to $0, by announcing that Autodesk 

software would be available free globally to students, teachers, and academic institutions. Autodesk 

estimates that there are over 1 billion students on the planet that have access to a computer that can run 

their solutions, so they have many millions more to go. At AU Autodesk company executives also spent 

time talking about the ongoing revolution in product development and manufacturing, and spoke about 

how the company is responding.  

Mr. Andrew Anagnost, Autodesk Senior Vice President (SVP), spoke about how the global economy is 

undergoing fundamental changes in production, demand, and even the definition of what constitutes a 

product. Historically, manufacturing companies owned at least part of their manufacturing capabilities, 

but no more. Global product development and manufacturing is now more like the Architecture, 

Engineering, and Construction part of Autodesk’s business, where specialists come together to design 

and construct a building or plant. New companies can cobble together specialists in value chain tasks, 

readily creating and sharing intellectual capital, often using cloud-based tools. Beyond just tools, the 

cloud provides ready access to nearly infinite computing power. Kickstarter and other similar services 

provide new means to find and fund ideas, without reliance on physical facilities. Production is also 

being disrupted by 3D printing technology. Mr. Jeff Kowalski, Autodesk CTO, spoke about how they 

are using that computing horsepower to support “generative design,” an emerging application that can 

digest mass quantities of 3D data and understand the geometry and the relationships between parts and 

assemblies. Then when starting a new design, the user can express the goals and constraints, and the 

system generates alternatives, which Mr. Kowalski claimed mimics the way nature designs new 
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“products.” Others are pursuing computationally intensive approaches that often yield visually striking 

results that cannot be made using traditional subtractive manufacturing techniques. At CIMdata’s recent 

PLM Market & Industry Forum, CIMdata cited an example from Airbus, where they created a 

replacement bracket for the Airbus A320
1
 that used significantly less material, saving cost and more 

importantly weight. Mr. Anagnost asked the audience: what happens when you can 3D print a car 

chassis? As he suggested, things will indeed get interesting. 

At the same time, the notion of demand is changing. CIMdata sees that customers increasingly want 

higher quality products that are sourced locally. Beyond just product origin though, other manufacturers 

are approaching the limits of mass customization, making products for markets of one. In an Innovation 

Forum session, Ms. Mikki Hoffman from Normal (www.nrml.com) described how her company uses 

pictures of your ears (yes, plural, as there can be a 20% variation between ears) and then, using 3D 

printing, manufactures custom, high-fidelity earphones in 48 hours from the company’s 

showroom/factory in Chelsea in New York City. To support this type of innovation, Autodesk recently 

announced their move to create and support an open ecosystem for 3D printing. Today, most initial 3D 

prints fail, and significant tweaking is required to get the right format to your printer, and to get the 

desired result. Autodesk hopes to democratize 3D printing with Spark, a free open platform for 3D 

printing, including the algorithms, model checking and repair tools, print preview, and the means to 

publish and share models, supported by well-documented APIs and a solution development kit (SDK). 

They have enlisted some interesting partners, including HP, and are sweetening the pot with a $100 

million Spark investment fund. Importantly, Autodesk will be working on the materials side as well, and 

hopes to make materials cheaper and more broadly available. This is in contrast to current industry 

practice, which is more like the razor-and-blades model of yesteryear. Mr. Bass was joined on the stage 

by Ember, an Autodesk-developed 3D printer that will provide a reference platform for materials 

development and experimentation. He believes that unlocking this market will entice more chemical and 

materials producers into the game.  

Finally, even the notion of products is changing. Some talk of servitization, which is where products are 

delivered as a service. You don’t buy a jet engine, you buy “power by the hour,” a concept that GE first 

introduced in 1961. The larger trend is toward smart, connected products, one doggedly pursued by 

Google, IBM, and PTC, among many others. This is one place where both sides of Autodesk’s business 

can connect, so to speak. People are building products and infrastructure with the expectation that the 

products that use that infrastructure are accessible to them.  

What does this mean for Autodesk and their products? Mr. Anagnost (and other speakers) used a 

conceptual framework to describe this evolution. Early Autodesk products were about documenting, 

with AutoCAD facilitating industrial 2D drawing practices with tools to create the necessary drawings. 

According to Autodesk, the optimization era followed, where 3D design and analysis tools evolved to 

support coming up with the best alternatives that humans could conceive. Autodesk readily admitted 

they were not the disruptor there. Now Autodesk claims they are moving into an era of connection, 

where people, processes, tools, and products all have myriad connections that must be supported and 

enriched to come up with the best solutions. Of course, Autodesk is connecting many applications to 

provide simpler workflows to design and build products. They are also connecting people to means of 

production and consumption. A recent CIMdata commentary highlighted their recent work with partner 

NetSuite in this area. In this era, Mr. Anagnost stated that most of Autodesk’s current solutions are 

wrong, which is why Autodesk is sowing the seeds to destroy the current paradigm and to evolve to the 

new one. From a practical standpoint, this means Autodesk is often competing with themselves. For 

                                                 
1
 http://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-24528306 

http://www.nrml.com/
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example, Product Design Suite customers get the regular Fusion 360 in Premium, and Ultimate Fusion 

360 in Ultimate Product Design Suite. 

In this new world Autodesk believes that tools have to be simple, invisible, and integrated. At his 

session on PLM 360, Mr. Brian Roepke talked about exciting enhancements under the covers to their 

two cloud-based collaboration platforms supporting PLM use cases, Autodesk 360 (A360) and PLM 

360. The roots of A360 came from the Qontext acquisition, and PLM 360 from acquiring Datastay. Over 

the last two years, they have been deconstructing these offerings into services, and moving toward an 

Infrastructure-as-a-Service (IaaS) approach where the lines are blurred or nonexistent. In their re-

conception, they will have the applications from both platforms (and eventually other products) running 

off the same Autodesk IaaS. Their goal is to offer more and more of their applications on one platform, 

integrated into the overall user experience. For example, this approach is behind the former Skyscraper 

project in Autodesk Labs, which became publically available as Autodesk 360 Collaboration for Revit 

on December 7, 2014. 

Another key image used by Autodesk is that innovation will be most needed at the intersection of 

hardware, software, and materials. Autodesk is taking steps to support mechatronics and systems 

engineering, and CIMdata looks forward to learning more post-event. We were also impressed with 

Autodesk’s work with leading materials scientists at national laboratories such as Lawrence Livermore 

and Oak Ridge. Generative design and 3D printing alone will result in new designs that cannot be 

otherwise fabricated. New materials will require new design and analysis techniques that will continue 

to revolutionize product development, manufacturing, and use. A session entitled “The Future of 

Making Things: Next-Shoring,” hosted by Mr. Jordan Brandt, an Autodesk Futurist, gave a striking 

example: if modeled at the micron level, your phone would take about 5 petabytes (PBs) of data (that is 

one million GBs) to produce. It will require new geometry, and new simulation and analysis techniques, 

to assess material interactions at the molecular level. 

This commentary only describes a small part of this sprawling event. But from the sessions attended, 

and the time spent with Autodesk’s leadership, it is clear they are laser focused on a future where they 

will continue to democratize the tools and means of production for the benefit of their customers, and 

the broader society, through their investments in start-ups and global education. Autodesk recognizes 

they must, in part, sow the seeds of their own “destruction” to ensure long-term growth in support of 

their democratization mission. Their investments are showing initial promise, but the journey is long and 

just beginning. CIMdata is glad to be along for the ride with Autodesk and the rest of the PLM 

Economy. 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, an independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize an 

enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM). CIMdata provides world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-

practice methods on PLM. CIMdata also offers research, subscription services, publications, and 

education through international conferences. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website 

at http://www.CIMdata.com or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108, 

USA. Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV Weert, The 

Netherlands. Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 
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Kenesto: A Cloud (PLM) Collaboration Platform for SMBs: a CIMdata Commentary   

16 December 2014 

 

Key takeaways: 

 Small to medium-sized businesses (SMBs) generally avoided traditional product lifecycle 

management (PLM) solutions, perceiving them to be rigid in processes and governance, high in 

cost, and neither consistent with nor supportive of the entrepreneurial mindset that helped SMBs 

become successful in the first place 

 SMBs often either use ad hoc approaches such as email and network drives for product lifecycle 

processes, or adopt solutions of their larger enterprise partners—both approaches put SMBs at a 

disadvantage in the marketplace  

 Kenesto’s hybrid cloud-desktop platform addresses SMBs’ key technology and business needs 

 In Kenesto, project teams and users are in control of their documents and designs with anytime, 

anywhere access; an accessible and customizable personal dashboard, allows users to 

collaborate fluidly with their teams and supply chain partners, managing their files, projects, 

and tasks while staying in compliance with quality assurance and regulatory requirements  

 By enhancing their solution to include an innovative intersection of cloud-based file management 

and data sharing with traditional PDM vaulting, as well as offering support for design tool file 

types, Kenesto is now firmly in the product data management market, and should be considered 

as an option for mainstream SMBs 

Introduction  

The contribution of SMBs to the US and global economies is huge. According to 2011 United States 

Census Bureau data, there were 5.68 million employer firms in the US, and firms with fewer than 500 

workers accounted for 99.7% of those businesses. Among all US manufacturers that exported goods in 

2011, nearly 97% were SMBs.
2
 Globally SMBs account for one third of the world’s labor force.

3
 

Even though SMBs are faced with the same data management and collaboration problems as large firms, 

they have historically avoided PLM solutions in favor of lower-cost ad hoc approaches. SMBs perceived 

traditional PLM solutions to be cost-prohibitive and rigid in processes and governance, as typically 

required by the larger enterprises, and feared that the PLM solutions would be counterproductive to the 

entrepreneurial culture that helped them become successful in the first place. SMBs’ fears are not totally 

unfounded. PLM solution providers originally targeted their solutions for larger enterprises, and 

typically the central governance groups in these organizations required rigid processes and standards to 

be implemented for them to manage and scale their PLM solutions more productively.  

Large PLM vendors tried to serve SMBs by scaling down their solutions. Yet these “simpler” offerings 

still required a rigid IT infrastructure and more cost than SMBs were able to afford. Some new entrants 

also tried to provide special applications for SMBs, but the market still remained fragmented. As a 

result, many SMBs continued using ad hoc approaches such as email, FTP file sharing, and storage in 

network drives. These approaches created issues in document and design version control, change 

management, efficiency of information sharing and retrieval, and compliance with quality assurance and 

                                                 
2
 Small Business Facts and Data at SBE Council, http://www.sbecouncil.org/about-us/facts-and-data/ 

3
 Report by IFC, http://www.ifc.org/wps/wcm/connect/9ae1dd80495860d6a482b519583b6d16/MSME-CI-

AnalysisNote.pdf?MOD=AJPERES 
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regulatory requirements—putting an additional burden on already resource-starved SMBs. 

SMBs are often Tier I and Tier II suppliers to larger firms. In the absence of simpler, flexible solutions 

that meet their technology and business needs, SMBs are sometimes required to adopt solutions used by 

their large enterprise partners—despite their aforementioned concerns about the solutions. This can slow 

their responses to new value chain partners that can be critical to long-term growth. In the end, both 

using ad hoc approaches and being forced to adopt large-scale solutions puts SMBs at a distinct 

disadvantage in the marketplace. For the collaboration and PLM solutions to effectively serve SMBs, 

they need to deliver four critical elements: solutions must 1) be easy to implement, use, and maintain, 2) 

have process flexibility and interoperability with common document types and design solutions, 3) 

provide fast and reliable performance across many devices, and 4) provide a very low total cost of 

ownership. Cloud offerings can address several of these elements. They can be rapidly provisioned and 

scaled at reasonable cost, and often can be tailored by adopting companies. With its hybrid cloud-

desktop implementation, Kenesto provides a collaboration platform that may address all of these critical 

elements for many SMBs. 

Kenesto 

Kenesto is a recent entrant into the data- and process-management market. Kenesto was founded in 2011 

by Mike Payne, who previously had a hand in establishing several other leading PLM companies. 

Kenesto is staffed with other well-known PLM industry veterans who have embraced the cloud. They 

recently briefed CIMdata about their philosophy and approach, and demonstrated some of their 

platform’s key features, including collaboration on office documents and design files, vaulted sharing 

and version control, cloud-to-desktop “intelligent” synchronization, and project and task management 

functionalities. 

The Kenesto solution is a secure, hybrid, cloud-desktop collaboration platform where product 

development and delivery teams can collaborate using discussion threads, or by co-authoring documents 

and design files, with anytime, anywhere access. Kenesto puts a broad range of capabilities at the 

fingertips of product delivery teams to organize and manage their programs, products, and projects. 

Teams can create their workspaces with people, workflow, forms, data, and reports—including bills of 

materials, change requests, and purchasing forms—and be kept on the same page with Kenesto’s 

proprietary intelligent synchronization approach. Each user is provided with a dashboard that can be 

customized to personal preferences.  

An important feature in Kenesto is that users are always in full control of their documents and designs. 

A user can permit their teammates to view, mark-up, or edit their documents and designs and can 

collaborate with them in real time or asynchronously. Common document types supported in Kenesto 

include the Microsoft Office suite and designs created in a variety of CAD solutions including Creo, 

Solid Edge, SolidWorks, SpaceClaim, and Revit. By enhancing their solution to include an intersection 

of cloud-based file management and sharing with traditional vaulting, as well as including support for 

design-tool file types, Kenesto is now firmly in the product data management market. Another appealing 

feature is the range of work approaches supported by Kenesto, from ad hoc discussions, to collaboration 

on work documents, to workflow process management, to vaulting with check-in and check-out 

processes designed to maintain compliance with quality assurance and regulatory requirements.  

Kenesto also offers a flexible subscription model that is considerably lower in cost than traditional PLM 

solutions, and arguably lower in cost than the collective ad hoc approaches often used by SMBs. Users 

can get instant access to Kenesto, and have their teams join based on pre-defined “number of users per 

month” packages. Another benefit is that the external supply chain partners, i.e., customers and suppliers 

involved in users’ projects, can review, markup, or edit documents and designs based on user-defined 
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security rules, without the partner having to have to create a Kenesto account or subscription. 

The initial results for Kenesto have been promising. They already have customers from diverse 

industries receiving a range of benefits. CIMdata’s assessment is that Kenesto offers an attractive option 

for SMBs that want to provide a better collaboration experience to their project teams and their supply 

chain partners. 

Conclusion 

With their hybrid cloud-desktop implementation, with intelligent synchronization and a user-centric, 

flexible approach to collaboration and work process management, combined with low cost of ownership, 

Kenesto seems to have addressed key SMB technology and business needs. In addition, their 

enhancements to support design-tool file types places Kenesto firmly in the product data management 

market. Kenesto offers an attractive option for mainstream SMBs looking to improve file and task 

management and collaboration within their project teams and with supply chain partners. 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, an independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize an 

enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM). CIMdata provides world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-

practice methods on PLM. CIMdata also offers research, subscription services, publications, and 

education through international conferences. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website 

at http://www.CIMdata.com or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108, 

USA. Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV Weert, The 

Netherlands. Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 
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Company News 

119 Entries Brought Life into ZW3D CAD Modeling Contest 

16 December 2014 

 

ZW3D today announced the final results of the ZW3D Design Challenge 2014, a modeling contest for 

worldwide designers in a bid to promote, publicize and make creative thinking and innovation visible 

through 3D CAD modeling. 

The contest, which kicked off on October15, required contestants to use ZW3D CAD/CAM software to 

design and KeyShot to render appliances. Hundreds of stunning submissions were received, making it a 

tough choice for the judges from ZW3D Community, Luxion Inc. and ZWSOFT. 

"The vast variety of entries continues to grow each year with original designs of both conventional and 

smart appliances, ranging from furniture, small appliances, kitchenware, etc.," said Coin Lin, Vice 

Director of ZW3D Overseas Business. “We are impressed with the collective creativity, ingenuity and 

design excellence from the community of loyal ZW3D users." 

Winning entries were chosen based on a variety of factors, including model skills, originality, 

manufacturability and application of ZW3D’s features. Finally, 9 winners stood out from the rest and 

won big prizes like cash and ZW3D licenses. 

http://www.cimdata.com/
http://zwsoft.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9e4ca9137dcca54dd7bf1b9a9&id=36302d80b4&e=30ac0cea39
http://zwsoft.us7.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=9e4ca9137dcca54dd7bf1b9a9&id=83303c7aec&e=30ac0cea39
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The first prize went to Remus Pacis, the designer of Food Mixer. "This food mixer is very delicate and 

beautiful. It is wise to use top-down design modeling skill to create the product. And the parts and 

assembly were created with lots of ZW3D’s advanced functions, such as Morph, Ready Sketch, etc.," 

commented the judges from ZWSOFT. 

"I'm very satisfied about the result of ZW3D and its surfacing and direct edit that really helps me to 

complete my entry for this contest," said Remus. 
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AEC Digital Solutions LLC Launches its New Website 

16 December 2014 

 

AEC digital solutions LLC has officially announced the launch of its new website www.aecdsl.com. 

This website is more closely aligned with the company’s strategic vision for growth and expansion. It 

offers improved navigation and functionality leading to a content-rich site experience. Created with the 

user experience firmly in mind, the website has been designed using the latest technology so the site is 

compatible with today’s browsers and mobile devices. 

The website boasts of a clean, modern design and is divided into the key section – who we are, what we 

do, why us and projects. Each page provides detailed information about the company and its core 

expertise in BIM services. The new AECdsl website also provides social media integration and direct 

links to AECdsl’s Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn pages, where company updates appear on a regular 

basis. The News section features latest announcements, service offerings and opinion pieces on the 

evolution of BIM industry. 

“We are excited about the launch of our new website and hope it provides useful information to our 

business partners, clients and employees. As we continue to grow and increase our market presence, the 

website would serve as a portal to know more about AECdsl and understand our services better!” said 

Rajesh Garg, the Founder and President of AEC digital solutions LLC. 
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Anark® Announces Strategic Reseller Agreement with Inceptra 

16 December 2014 

 

Anark Corporation today announced it has signed a Strategic Reseller Agreement with Inceptra LLC, 

Dassault Systèmes' largest PLM Reseller in North America.  

The promise of eliminating 2D Drawings in Design and enabling Paperless Processes in Manufacturing 

has become a reality for customer's that have chosen the Anark Core™ Platform.  

Known as 3D Model Based Definition (MBD) by CAD designers and as the 3D Model Based Enterprise 

(MBE) by manufacturers and suppliers, Anark has been identified as the uncontested world leader in 

enabling this shift.  

Joining Anark's growing list of World Class Partners, Inceptra is a leading provider of best-in-class 

PLM technology and services to engineering and manufacturing businesses across a variety of 

http://zwsoft.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9e4ca9137dcca54dd7bf1b9a9&id=0254130e8f&e=30ac0cea39
http://www.aecdsl.com/
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industries, including aerospace, automotive, industrial equipment, consumer goods, high tech, life 

sciences and civil engineering.  

Inceptra is dedicated exclusively to the Dassault Systèmes PLM portfolio and complementary best-in-

class solutions into which Anark technology will provide unprecedented 3D MBE deployment 

capabilities such as: 

 The transformation of native CATIA + 3D MBD Parts and Assemblies MBD (FTA) data into 

"pixel perfect" 3D PDF and 3D HTML 5 engineering and manufacturing release documents; 

 The automatic publishing of model-based documents pulling data directly from ENOVIA and 

SmarTeam PLM/PDM while being triggered by ENOVIA and SmarTeam work flow 

mechanisms; 

 The combining of MBOM and EBOM data stored in separate ERP and PLM databases into 

synchronized "graphically rich" 3D MBE documents; 

 The ability to transform customers with multi-CAD and multi-PLM environments (other than 

CATIA and Enovia) into a common 3D MBE environment based on open 3D PDF and 3D 

HTML platforms. 

"We are very pleased to have a world class PLM implementation and support company like Inceptra 

joining the Anark 3D MBE deployment team." said Stephen Collin's President and CEO of Anark 

Corporation.  

"The move towards a Model Based Enterprise has proven to offer our current enterprise customers like 

General Electric, TE Communications, Honeywell, Boeing Defense and many others company 

transforming results." said Stephen Collin's President and CEO of Anark Corporation. "Many of our new 

customers utilizing the Dassault Systèmes PLM portfolio will now be able to see similar 3D MBE 

deployment benefits such as a 30% reduction in engineering time, 20% reduction in scrap & rework and 

as much as 50% reduction in manufacturing and supplier response times," adds Collins.  

"Combining Inceptra's PLM deployment expertise and long standing integration success with Anark's 

3D MBE deployment technology and expertise will allow our new and existing customers, that have 

made investments in Dassault Systèmes PLM platforms, to leverage their PLM investments in a way 

that will catapult their organizations into a world class Model Based Enterprise" said Dan Smith, Chief 

Technology Officer (CTO) of Inceptra.  
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Aras Expands Global Operations to France 

15 December 2014 

 

Aras® today announced expanded operations in Europe with the opening of its French office in Lyon, 

France. The expansion is in response to growing demand for the Aras Innovator suite of PLM solutions 

from companies with operations in France. Stephane Guignard is the new Vice President of Aras France. 

Mr. Guignard was formerly founder of PCO Technologies, a leading French PLM systems integrator 

acquired by Accenture. 

“Aras Innovator’s unique model-based architecture and subscription business model enable companies 

to deploy PLM across the enterprise much faster and cost effectively than was previously possible,” said 
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Stephane Guignard, VP Aras France. “Aras enables end-to-end digital process support that’s been 

unachievable or unaffordable with the other major PLM systems.” 

“The response to Aras has been strong in Europe, and we are pleased to increase our investment in 

France,” said Peter Schroer, President of Aras. “Companies throughout the region are recognizing the 

value of the Aras platform and solutions because our customers are significantly reducing the risk and 

cost of their global PLM deployment while enjoying a true partnership with their provider.” 

Aras customers will share their implementation experiences at the upcoming ACE 2015 France 

conference in Paris on 3 February 2015. The conference, hosted by Microsoft, will introduce Aras 

Innovator to the French market. For details, agenda and registration visit 

www.aras.com/ACE2015France 
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CadFaster and Tech Soft 3D Partner to Maximize MyCadBox 3D Format Support 

12 December 2014 

 

Tech Soft 3D and CadFaster announce that HOOPS Exchange powers the fast, complete and accurate 

data access capabilities found within the newly-released MyCadBox. Customers of MyCadBox are free 

to fully access, extract and reuse data from 22 file formats – including CATIA, STEP, IGES, Solid 

Edge, JT and SolidWorks. Rigorously updated and built for speed and accuracy, HOOPS Exchange is 

the established industry leader for enabling engineering applications to better reuse existing CAD data. 

“There are thousands of users who want a single tool to view, store and share 3D CAD models, 

regardless of format type,” says Ville Kukkonen, CadFaster VP of Sales. “HOOPS Exchange simply has 

the most comprehensive format support, conveniently available through a single API. They also offer 

impressive PMI support, which will be an important option for us in the future.” 

“Multi-CAD environments are the reality across engineering disciplines,” says Gavin Bridgeman, Tech 

Soft 3D VP of Products. “HOOPS Exchange provides CadFaster with fast, precise data translation 

critical for accessing the many 3D CAD formats that are part of modern engineering workflows.” 
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Carahsoft Named Autodesk Master Government Reseller 

16 December 2014 

 

Carahsoft Technology Corp. today announced that it has been named master government reseller 

by Autodesk Inc. Under the agreement, Carahsoft has added Autodesk software and services to its GSA 

Schedule and will support Autodesk authorized resellers and sales team with proactive sales and 

marketing activities to drive demand for Autodesk solutions within the federal government. 

"Autodesk is excited to be included among Carahsoft's market-leading technology partners and to work 

http://www.aras.com/ACE2015France
http://www.techsoft3d.com/
http://www.mycadbox.com/
http://www.techsoft3d.com/our-products/hoops-exchange
http://www.carahsoft.com/
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with Carahsoft's Autodesk Federal team to expand our reach in the federal market," said Brock Ballard, 

director of Autodesk Federal Solutions. "We're looking forward to the company's support in extending 

our success in the government space." 

Autodesk software allows customers to digitally visualize, simulate, and analyze their projects, helping 

them to better understand the consequences of their design decisions; save time, money, and resources; 

and become more agile and innovative. The company offers term-based licenses and software suites that 

are targeted specifically for the federal government in the areas of: 

 Facility, Building and Installation Management 

 Vehicle and Weapons Systems        

 Serious Games and Training                        

 Special Operations and Intelligence 

"We're pleased to enhance our solutions portfolio with the Autodesk state-of-the-art 3D design software 

technology," said Chad Mills, vice president of the Autodesk Government Team at Carahsoft. "We're 

excited to partner with Autodesk and their dedicated reseller channel to provide our government 

customers with design solutions that address their specific needs and enable them to design, build, 

manage and collaborate more effectively." 

Autodesk solutions are available immediately on Carahsoft GSA No. GS-35F-0119Y. For more 

information, contact the Autodesk Government Team at Carahsoft at 844-ADSK-123 or learn more by 

registering for "Designing the Agency of the Future With Autodesk" being held 2 p.m. ET, Tuesday, 

January 13, 2015. 
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CST University Publication Award 2014: Winners Announced  

18 December 2014 

 

Computer Simulation Technology AG (CST) has announced the winners of the CST University 

Publication Award 2014, an annual event awarding university institutes and researchers for published 

papers related to electromagnetic simulation applications. 

The CST University Publication Award recognizes the importance of work from university researchers 

and academics by granting winners of the award extensions and upgrades to their CST STUDIO 

SUITE® installations. 

For papers to be considered in the award, they must meet three conditions: they must be authored or co-

authored by university researchers, they must have been published either in scientific journals or 

conference proceedings, and the numerical results must be entirely or partly obtained through 

simulations using CST software.  

Submissions are evaluated on a number of criteria, including originality of application and theory, 

clarity of presentation, and the skillful use of CST software. A special award is also given for short 

papers, of four pages or less, to acknowledge the importance of short conference papers in promoting 

practical applications of simulation. 

“Universities are exploring new and exciting fields of electromagnetic research. The award helps us to 

discover the vast variety of important and sometimes surprising ways the software is being applied in 

http://info.carahsoft.com/WC-2015-01-13-Autodesk-Webcast_LP--For-Form.html?VendorUniqueID=AUTO_2015_1_13_PR
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today’s fast changing world,” said Dr. Martin Timm, CST, Director of Global Marketing. “Thank you to 

everyone who submitted a paper to this year’s award.” 

The following papers have been selected to receive the CST University Publication Award 2014:  

“High-Isolation X-band Marine Radar Antenna Design”, Fang-Yao Kuo, and Ruey-Bing Hwang, IEEE 

Transactions on Antennas and Propagation; Volume: 62, Issue: 5, May 2014, pp 2331 – 2337 (National 

Chiao-Tung University, Taiwan) 

“Superconducting spoke cavities for high-velocity applications”, C. S. Hopper and J. R. Delayen, 

PHYSICAL REVIEW SPECIAL TOPICS - ACCELERATORS AND BEAMS, Volume: 16, Issue: 10, 

3 October 2013, pp 102001-1 - 102001-20 (Old Dominion University, Norfolk, Thomas Jefferson 

National Lab, USA) 

“Footwear Antennas for Body Area Telemetry”; Domenico Gaetano, Patrick McEvoy, Max J. Ammann, 

Jacinta E. Browne, Louise Keating, and Frances Horgan; IEEE Transactions on Antennas and 

Propagation; Volume: 61, Issue: 10, October 2013; Volume: 39, 2013, pp 133-148 (Dublin Institute of 

Technology, Ireland) 

“Multi-Band Notch UWB Band Pass Filter With Novel Contiguous Split Rings Embedded  in 

Symmetrically Tapered Elliptic Rings”; Anil Kamma, Swapnil R. Gupta, Gopi S. Reddy, and Jayanta 

Mukherjee, Progress In Electromagnetics Research C,  (IIT Bombay, India) 

Short Paper Award 2014: 

“Low Profile Cavity-Backed Four-Arm Archimedean Spiral Antenna with 8:1 Bandwidth”; Hongzhao 

Ray Fang, Mohammed Serhir, Ramanan Balakrishnan, Régis Guinvarc’h, Koen Mouthaan (National 

University of Singapore, SUPELEC, France) 
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Dassault Systèmes Launches DELMIA Manufacturing Operations Management Community 

16 December 2014 

 

Dassault Systèmes has expanded its online digital presence with the launch of its DELMIA 

Manufacturing Operations Management community. DELMIA customers, partners and employees have 

complimentary access to this private discussion group to share knowledge, ask questions and learn more 

about their Dassault Systèmes manufacturing solutions. Topics range from product announcements and 

upgrades, technical discussions and sharing of best practices. 

As a complement to the company’s in-person events, this new DELMIA community joins an expanding 

group of forums now available to help Dassault Systèmes customers keep in touch to gain the most 

value from their digital manufacturing and manufacturing execution systems. Five online DELMIA 

Communities are now available: 

 DELMIA Enterprise Intelligence Community 

 DELMIA Machining Community 

 DELMIA Manufacturing Planning Community 

 DELMIA Robotics Community 

 DELMIA Manufacturing Operations Management Community 

http://www.3ds.com/products-services/delmia/#communities
http://www.3ds.com/products-services/delmia/#communities
https://swym.3ds.com/#community:453
https://swym.3ds.com/#community:383
https://swym.3ds.com/#community:178
https://swym.3ds.com/#community:179
https://swym.3ds.com/#community:825
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Dassault Systèmes, the 3DEXPERIENCE Company, serves 190,000 customers across 140 countries, 

providing virtual universes for sustainable innovation. Dassault Systèmes’ DELMIA brand offers 

products that connect the virtual and real worlds of manufacturing. As part of DELMIA, the Apriso 

product portfolio – including its suite of manufacturing operations management applications – helps 

manufacturers transform their global operations to achieve and sustain operational excellence. 
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Hackster Announces 3D CAD Initiative with Autodesk® Fusion 360™ 

18 December 2014 

 

With a soldering iron and a circuit board, Hardware hackers can turn a handful of parts into a clever, 

time saving smart device. But for everyday use, a smart device needs a functional case and for that, you 

need a whole different set of tools. So Hackster.io, the project sharing community for hackers, is 

teaming up with Autodesk to show just how easy 3D design can be. 

Autodesk Fusion 360 is a powerful 3D CAD tool that hardware hackers can use to help turn their vision 

into a marketable product. The Fusion 360 hub on Hackster.io will include educational activities, design 

challenges and live collaboration. 

“With the accessibility of 3D printers, it’s even easier than ever for hackers to take their projects to the 

next level,” said Hackster co-founder Adam Benzion. “Helping our community members master 3D 

CAD is an exciting step forward for everyone.” 
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Intergraph® Honors 16 Customers in Annual SmartPlant® Engineering & Schematics Excellence 

Awards 

18 December 2014 

 

Intergraph
®
 Process, Power & Marine, has presented its 2014 SmartPlant

®
 Engineering & Schematics 

Excellence Awards to 16 customers. The fifth annual E&S Excellence Awards honor recipients for 

deploying Intergraph Engineering & Schematics solutions and stretching the solutions' capabilities to 

achieve maximum benefits for their respective global companies.   

This year's recipients were selected by members of Intergraph's Engineering & Schematics team for 

being valuable contributors in making Intergraph products successful – not only for their own 

companies, but also for the entire industry. 

Two Intergraph customers – Chiyoda Corporation and CB&I – had more than one person win an 

Engineering & Schematics Excellence Award this year. 

The 2014 Intergraph Engineering & Schematics Excellence Awards recipients are: 

 Raj Ayyamperumal, AMEC (Canada) 

 Margarita Barboutov, Exxon Mobil (Australia) 

 Valerio Bottari, Wood Group Mustang (Norway) 
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 Hu Chunping, SNERDI (China) 

 Hazem Elsayed, PGESCo (Egypt) 

 Francesco De Bernardis, Ansaldo Energia (Italy) 

 Ahmed Esaklul, CB&I (United States) 

 Erwin Fahmi, PT Rekaysa (Indonesia) 

 Hideshi Hachiro, Chiyoda Corporation (Japan) 

 Julian Hinestroza, Catch Engineering (Canada) 

 Judy Krueger, Fluor (United States) 

 Tomoyuki Obata, Chiyoda Corporation (Japan) 

 Shinichi Ozawa, JGC Corporation (Japan) 

 Charlie Pruitt, Air Liquide (United States) 

 Earl Trindle, CB&I (United States) 

 Enio Jose Viana, Braskem S.A. (Brazil) 

Each recipient will be recognized during an individual award presentation and the 2014 winners will be 

featured in an issue of Intergraph Process, Power & Marine's Insight magazine. 

Gerhard Sallinger, Intergraph Process, Power & Marine president, said, "Our customers being presented 

this year's Engineering & Schematics Excellence Awards are using Intergraph solutions to achieve the 

utmost in safety, quality and productivity. It's always an honor to present these awards to customers who 

are taking advantage of the SmartPlant Enterprise's powerful portfolio of industry-leading, best-in-class 

design and data management solutions." 
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Purdue, GE to Collaborate on Advanced Manufacturing to Enable Faster, Efficient Brilliant 

Factories 

17 December 2014 

 

Purdue University on Dec. 4 announced that GE Global Research will invest up to $10 million in a five-

year partnership focused on research and development in advanced manufacturing. 

The GE/Purdue Partnership in Research and Innovation in Advanced Manufacturing (GE/Purdue 

PRIAM) will push a new era in manufacturing, promoting technologies that enable the digitization, 

decentralization and democratization of manufacturing to lower cost, improve speed and drive 

innovation. All three trends are being driven by the increasing convergence of software and hardware 

that is turning today’s factories into brilliant factories that are more capable, connected and productive 

than ever. 

Along with new technology development, GE/Purdue PRIAM will provide educational and engagement 

opportunities for Purdue students and GE employees to help ensure future manufacturing workforce 

needs are addressed. 

“This collaboration opens the way for Purdue and GE to move manufacturing far into the future,” said 

Purdue President Mitch Daniels. “As we do that, we’ll be giving our students the chance to be a part of 
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this transformation, preparing them for careers on that new frontier. 

“Purdue’s expertise in advanced manufacturing research and development and our long-standing 

relationship with GE make this partnership a natural. It is difficult to overestimate the potential benefits 

to Purdue and GE.” 

Mark Little, GE senior vice president and chief technology officer, said, “In today’s global economy, 

manufacturing competitiveness starts with having the best technology and people to innovate, design 

and produce world-class products at the right cost and scale for our customers. We will be investing in 

both through our advanced manufacturing partnership with Purdue. Together, we will work to deliver 

the right technologies, while preparing the future manufacturing workforce to run ever faster, more 

productive brilliant factories.” 

Little added, “Investing more in advanced manufacturing technologies will translate into bigger savings 

in time and money on the production side. For manufacturing operations the size of GE’s, just a 1 

percent improvement in manufacturing productivity would save $500 million.” 

GE and Purdue have been working together for more than 120 years. GE is the largest employer of 

Purdue students, with many of the company’s hires coming from the university’s engineering programs. 

A large number of hires also are made from the College of Technology and Krannert School of 

Management. 

Both GE and Purdue bring a multidisciplinary approach to research and development. GE’s global team 

of technologists represents virtually every scientific and engineering discipline, which will pair well 

with the equally diverse skillsets found at Purdue. 

Suresh Garimella, Purdue’s executive vice president for research and partnerships, said the partnership 

will be a truly multidisciplinary effort for Purdue. 

“We will have faculty, staff and students from across our campus working on this initiative,” he said. 

“Especially for our students, the learning opportunities will be exceptional and the deeper connections to 

GE transformational.” 

Providing more detail on the partnership’s focus on digitalization, decentralization and democratization 

in manufacturing, Abhijit Deshmukh, the James J. Solberg Head of Industrial Engineering and the 

faculty leader for GE/Purdue PRIAM, said, “Our collaboration aims to combine the latest advances in 

materials and manufacturing processes; multi-scale modeling of products, services and systems; and on-

demand, customer-driven product and supply-chain design.” 

In the area of advanced manufacturing, GE and Purdue already are partners in the U.S. government’s 

Digital Manufacturing Design Innovation Institute (DMDI). The DMDI is one of five manufacturing 

innovation institutes announced by the Obama Administration to bolster America’s leadership and 

competitiveness in manufacturing. The focus of DMDI is on the development of new technologies to 

build a digital thread that connects all parts of the manufacturing supply chain from product design to 

operations on the factory floor. Such a thread will enable faster, more real-time decision making in the 

manufacturing process and allow for feedback loops that allow for continuous improvements to be made 

in manufacturing processes or even product designs. 

In addition to DMDI, Purdue is involved in providing skills and training support for the new jet engine 

assembly facility GE Aviation is building in neighboring Lafayette, Indiana. At the plant, GE Aviation 

will produce its new LEAP engine. The intensified focus in advanced manufacturing through this new 

partnership will greatly enhance these ongoing efforts. Construction on the jet engine assembly facility, 

being built near Veterans Memorial Parkway and U.S. 52 southeast of Lafayette, began in July. 

http://www.ideaslaboratory.com/post/93343725988/a-brilliant-factory-with-2020-vision
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Production is expected to begin in 2016.  
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MSC Honors Three Pioneering Technologists with Title of 'MSC Technical Fellow' 

8 December 2014 

 

MSC Software Corporation has awarded three of its most senior technologists - Jean-Pierre Coyette, Jim 

McConville, and Ted Wertheimer - the rarely bestowed rank of MSC Technical Fellow for their 

contributions to computer-aided engineering, the company announced today. 

Coyette, McConville, and Wertheimer earned MSC Technical Fellow distinction, the company's highest 

technical rank, through extraordinary achievement in acoustic simulation, structural dynamics, 

modeling, finite element analysis, multi-body dynamics and non-linear analysis. Technical Fellow status 

is given by MSC's technical executives to honor five technology and leadership qualities: 

 technical knowledge and judgment; 

 creative problem solving and innovation; 

 technical leadership, advising and consulting; 

 capability as a teacher and mentor; and 

 technical vision. 

Jean-Pierre Coyette, Ph.D., is one of the industry's leading authorities on numerical simulation of noise 

and vibration problems. He initiated and guided the development of the acoustic computer-aided 

engineering (CAE) software SYSNOISE. Later, he co-founded Free Field Technologies (now an MSC 

Software company) with Jean-Louis Migeot and began development of Actran acoustic CAE software. 

Since then, he has built Actran into one of the industry's most widely used acoustic simulation solutions. 

Coyette is widely published in technical journals on topics including boundary element and 

finite/infinite element formulations. 

Jim McConville has pioneered many of the modeling techniques used by MSC customers today in 

combining finite element analysis and multi-body dynamics to solve previously insoluble problems. He 

was one of the first to recognize the potential of multi-body dynamics in the aerospace, machinery, 

defense and consumer goods industries, and has guided myriad commercial projects to groundbreaking 

achievement. 

Ted Wertheimer, Ph.D., has a long track record in advancing the field of nonlinear technology through 

research and product development. His work has focused on finite element development, specifically 

material nonlinearities, manufacturing and thermal sciences. He is one of the core inventors of MSC's 

Marc application. Wertheimer has been at the forefront of creatively applying nonlinear technologies to 

solve complex simulation problems, and has provided endless hours of guidance to colleagues, end-

users, researchers and educators in its applications. 

"Jean-Pierre, Jim, and Ted represent an extraordinary range of accomplishment that extends far beyond 

their own work to inspiring others to excel," said MSC Software President and CEO Dominic Gallello. 

"These individuals have not only had a great impact on MSC and our users, they have all had a 

tremendous impact on our industry." 

 

http://www.mscsoftware.com/
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Spatial Corp. Appoints Vice President of Worldwide Sales 

16 December 2014 

 

Spatial Corp., announced the appointment of Jay Millar to the role of Vice President of Worldwide 

Sales, effective immediately. Mr. Millar brings more than 17 years of experience leading world-class 

sales organizations in various high tech industries. He will be strategically focused on leading the team 

to develop business relationships, reach new audiences, and work with customers to solve their complex 

challenges. 

Millar recently came to Spatial from Hewlett Packard, Technology Services, directing the sales 

organization for the past two years. Prior to HP, Jay directed sales organizations for various hardware 

and software companies, including CA Technologies, Bocada Inc., and EMC Corporation. Jay began his 

career as a software engineer. He is also an Army veteran where he received an Army Commendation 

Medal and Good Conduct Medal. He holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in Engineering Physics from 

the University of Colorado, Boulder and an MBA in Marketing from the University of Colorado, 

Denver. 

"I am inspired and humbled at the opportunity to lead Spatial’s Sales and Customer Success 

organizations,” stated Jay Millar. "I am excited to join an organization that is committed to its 

customers' success and is forward-thinking in delivering unparalleled innovation for 3D component 

software.  My goal is to stay focused on executing Spatial’s growth plans by saying, “yes” as often as 

we can – “yes” to owning our business, commanding the market, delivering innovative solutions, and 

putting our customers ahead of everything else.” 

“Jay’s proven ability to strategically grow business and focus on serving customers will bring 

tremendous value to Spatial’s worldwide sales organization,” stated Jean-Marc Guillard, chief executive 

officer, Spatial Corp. “Jay has a proven track record of creating and leading high-performing global 

sales organizations and we are confident he will provide the leadership we need to further develop our 

customer relationships and increase the momentum we are experiencing in our business.” 
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Supply & Demand Chain Executive Names Omnify Software a Green Supply Chain Enabling 

Technology Award Winner 

18 December 2014 

 

Omnify Software today announced that it was named a 2014 Green Supply Chain Award winner for the 

second consecutive year. Omnify Empower PLM was recognized as an enabling technology helping its 

customers make sustainability a part their supply chain strategy. 

The Green Supply Chain Awards from Supply & Demand Chain Executive (SDCE) recognize 

companies making green or sustainability a core part of their supply chain strategy, and are working to 

achieve measurable sustainability goals within their own operations and/or supply chains, in the areas of 

Sourcing/Procurement, Fulfillment/Logistics, Operations, Product Lifecycle Management, and other 

areas of the supply chain. The awards also recognize providers of supply chain solutions and services 

http://www.omnifysoft.com/
http://www.sdcexec.com/news/12016598/congratulations-to-2014-green-award-winners
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assisting their customers in achieving measurable sustainability goals. 

Supporting customer's initiatives to meet worldwide environmental compliance regulations such as 

RoHS, REACH, and Conflict Minerals is one area where Omnify's impact is clear. Providing a holistic 

view of product data and the ability to track, manage and report on all of the information associated to a 

product, including classifying compliant and non-compliant parts/suppliers, helps to gain better insight 

into potential risks, costs, and opportunities throughout the supply chain and aids in meeting 

sustainability goals. 

"With over 100 entries, we are honored to have been selected again as a Green Supply Chain Award 

winner," stated Chuck Cimalore, CTO for Omnify Software. "Our PLM solution helps customers create 

an efficient sustainability framework with the ability to effectively manage environmental compliance 

information and address product sustainability early in the planning and design of new products." 
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The ExOne Company Announces Management Changes  

19 December 2014 

 

The ExOne Company announced today that it is implementing management changes effective 

immediately to provide direct and centralized operational control and reporting to its Chairman and 

Chief Executive Officer, S. Kent Rockwell.  

S. Kent Rockwell, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of ExOne, commented, "Our management 

team is critical to the success of the company, and as our company evolves, it is critical that we advance 

and promote the right leadership. These managers have made key contributions to the current success of 

the company, and I believe that the expansion of their responsibilities will help guide the company to 

achieve its operating and strategic goals. “  

Members of ExOne’s existing management team will step into different or expanded roles to provide 

global strategic and operational coverage to ExOne’s growing 3D machine sales and production service 

centers (PSCs) businesses. Each executive will report directly to CEO Kent Rockwell.  

 David J. Burns, formerly ExOne’s President and Chief Operating Officer, is now the Global 

Head of Sales focusing his sole efforts on the expansion of the Company’s sales initiatives. Mr. 

Burns has had extensive career experience in manufacturing sales management in global regions, 

including Japan, and has been a key figure in implementing ExOne’s worldwide sale 

organization. Mr. Burns stepped down as ExOne’s President and Chief Operating Officer 

effective December 18, 2014.  

 JoEllen Lyons Dillon, currently ExOne’s Chief Legal Officer and Corporate Secretary, will add 

“Executive Vice President,” to her current roles. Ms. Dillon was responsible for implementation 

of the Company’s Initial Public Offering (IPO) and thereafter became a key member of its Senior 

Management Team. In her new, additional role, Ms. Dillon will assist the CEO with global 

initiatives. She will also be responsible for certain global corporate departments, including 

human resources.  

 Rainer Hoechsmann, currently ExOne’s Chief Development Officer and General Manager of 

ExOne’s German subsidiaries, will report directly to the CEO. Mr. Hoechsmann manages the 

development of the Company’s machine and device portfolio and production in Germany. He 
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will also continue to manage the Company’s new European headquarters located in Gersthofen, 

Germany. Mr. Hoechsmann is one of the original pioneers of development of 3D binder jetting 

and has been with ExOne or its predecessors since 2003.  

 Rick Lucas, ExOne’s Chief Technology Officer, will report directly to the CEO. Mr. Lucas 

currently manages the Company’s research, development and technology through its ExMal 

division and also manages the Company’s government contracting and research. Mr. Lucas 

joined ExOne in 2012 prior to its IPO and since then has been responsible for qualification of 

directly printed materials by the Company, including introduction of its first metal to achieve 

greater than 99% density.  

 Tim Pierce, ExOne’s United States Chief Operating Officer, manages the Company’s five North 

American production service centers in the United States. Mr. Pierce will also take over 

responsibility for finished part production through the Company’s ExCast division in the United 

States. Mr. Pierce joined ExOne in March 2014.  

“I am proud of what we have accomplished in the short period of ExOne’s existence as a public 

company,” said Dave Burns. “I look forward to focusing my efforts on supporting our global sales needs 

and am confident that our global operations team can cover the regions under their responsibility as I 

move into this new role.”  

Mr. Rockwell acknowledged Mr. Burns’ contributions to the Company and stated, “Mr. Burns has 

served our company well through a very important time in its development and has stated a desire to 

transition into retirement over the next year. We appreciate his efforts and contributions to the 

Company.” Mr. Rockwell further emphasized that the transition of these leadership changes will be 

seamless as he continues to serve as the Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of the Company.  
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Zuken Plays Key Role in Innovation Award Win for Electric Vehicle Research Collaboration 

19 December 2014 

 

Zuken is pleased to announce that the electric vehicle research project in which they are a partner – 

EM4EM (ElectroMagnetic Reliability and Electronic Systems for Electro Mobility) – has won a 

European innovation award. 

The project was presented with the CATRENE (http://www.catrene.org/) Innovation Award for “Most 

Innovative Project in 2014” at the European Nanoelectronics Forum 2014 

(http://www.nanoelectronicsforum.org/), held last month in Cannes, France. CATRENE (Cluster for 

Application and Technology Research in Europe on NanoElectronics) is an EU-funded research 

program. 

Peter Koch, CATRENE Programme Director Applications, said, “The results coming out of the 

CATRENE EM4EM project are pre-conditions for the next generation of electric vehicles and will allow 

European companies in the automotive industry to secure and expand while preserving or even 

increasing employment in Europe. Each partner in this interdisciplinary consortium brought 

requirements and specific expertise that have resulted in effective solutions.” 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.catrene.org%2F&esheet=51007013&newsitemid=20141219005247&lan=en-US&anchor=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.catrene.org%2F&index=1&md5=319fdc43a92a3521c7878b3a01e94840
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nanoelectronicsforum.org%2F&esheet=51007013&newsitemid=20141219005247&lan=en-US&anchor=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nanoelectronicsforum.org%2F&index=2&md5=f8edcbd9c470b0a4f18db2a91efe0d7a


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 27 

Zuken is the EDA industry representative on the three-year EM4EM project dedicated to tackling 

electromagnetic compatibility (EMC) problems in electrically-driven cars. Zuken has the lead on the 

“Advanced EMR Design for Smart System Integration” component, which focuses on modelling and 

analysis methodology. The project brings together 17 partners from three countries, including Audi, 

Daimler, Bosch, Infineon, Continental, NXP and ELMOS Semiconductor. 

Zuken plays an important role in this research by advancing new technology concepts for EMC-related 

modelling of power and ground systems for control unit structures and for incorporating power-ground 

related noise in signal integrity simulation. EMC issues in electric vehicles can become critical due to 

the high currents and voltages required by electric vehicle engines, while control units operate in the 

millivolt/milliwatt range but must co-exist without disturbance close to the engine. 

Ralf Bruening, Senior Consultant High Speed Design, and Zuken’s project leader for EM4EM, said, 

“Our project was commended by the judges because of its systematic approach. We went from the 

project level into the specification phase and then from car, system, subsystem, and finally down to 

package and chip level. This type of systematic approach is vital to achieve results that can be 

implemented across the whole electric vehicle sector. We structured the R&D activities according to the 

V model, which is common in the automotive sector. The project outcome will significantly enhance our 

analysis capabilities in future.” 

The project work organization conformed to Automotive SPICE, a quality standard for which Zuken is 

accredited (http://www.zuken.com/en/company/corporate/quality-assurance/spice). The results of this 

project will be implemented into Zuken’s electronic design (http://www.zuken.com/en/products/pcb-

design) and wiring system solutions to create unique benefits for Zuken’s automotive customers. 

Zuken has recently expanded its automotive sector activities by establishing a global Automotive and 

Transportation Competence Center (http://www.zuken.com/en/news/press-releases/2014/08-

transportation) in Germany. In October 2014, Zuken introduced its E3.Harness Analyzer 

(http://www.zuken.com/en/products/electrical-wire-harness-design/e3-series/products/harnessnalyzer) 

product that offers efficient collaboration for the automotive harness industry as the first tool resulting 

from this Automotive initiative. 
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Delcam to Highlight 2015 Releases of CADCAM Software Range at IMTEX 

18 December 2014 

 

Delcam India will demonstrate the latest versions of the company’s increasingly popular software 

PowerMILL, PowerSHAPE (including ToolMaker and Electrode), and FeatureCAM, during the IMTEX 

2015 machine-tool exhibition to be held in Bangalore from 22nd to 28th January.  Delcam will be 

located at Booth A-103, in Hall 3C. 

There are a host of additions in the 2015 versions of these products including improvements to the 

Vortex high-efficiency area-clearance strategy, improved collision checking to also cover near misses, 

and more efficient raster finishing in PowerMILL; improvements in direct modelling, surface modelling 

and reverse engineering, plus support for data from Creaform HandySCAN handheld scanners in 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zuken.com%2Fen%2Fcompany%2Fcorporate%2Fquality-assurance%2Fspice&esheet=51007013&newsitemid=20141219005247&lan=en-US&anchor=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zuken.com%2Fen%2Fcompany%2Fcorporate%2Fquality-assurance%2Fspice&index=3&md5=48e1139efe8553158d9b951e5be739f9
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zuken.com%2Fen%2Fproducts%2Fpcb-design&esheet=51007013&newsitemid=20141219005247&lan=en-US&anchor=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zuken.com%2Fen%2Fproducts%2Fpcb-design&index=4&md5=b60c0c46f71e5f70d799d1412749c205
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zuken.com%2Fen%2Fproducts%2Fpcb-design&esheet=51007013&newsitemid=20141219005247&lan=en-US&anchor=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zuken.com%2Fen%2Fproducts%2Fpcb-design&index=4&md5=b60c0c46f71e5f70d799d1412749c205
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zuken.com%2Fen%2Fnews%2Fpress-releases%2F2014%2F08-transportation&esheet=51007013&newsitemid=20141219005247&lan=en-US&anchor=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zuken.com%2Fen%2Fnews%2Fpress-releases%2F2014%2F08-transportation&index=5&md5=429bc5cdd8b7c7a6b56f2ea3da8aaf10
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zuken.com%2Fen%2Fnews%2Fpress-releases%2F2014%2F08-transportation&esheet=51007013&newsitemid=20141219005247&lan=en-US&anchor=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zuken.com%2Fen%2Fnews%2Fpress-releases%2F2014%2F08-transportation&index=5&md5=429bc5cdd8b7c7a6b56f2ea3da8aaf10
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zuken.com%2Fen%2Fproducts%2Felectrical-wire-harness-design%2Fe3-series%2Fproducts%2Fharnessnalyzer&esheet=51007013&newsitemid=20141219005247&lan=en-US&anchor=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zuken.com%2Fen%2Fproducts%2Felectrical-wire-harness-design%2Fe3-series%2Fproducts%2Fharnessnalyzer&index=6&md5=e66dbb0f422f25b35bf404574109ffaf
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PowerSHAPE Pro; and a range of enhancements in three-axis milling, two-axis and five-axis drilling, 

turning and turn-mill, and wire EDM in FeatureCAM. 

In addition to this, the latest release of the PowerINSPECT inspection software has a new interface with 

new icons that make the software more intuitive and even easier to use.  Other enhancements in the new 

version include the ability to create compound items, and so speed up and simplify repetitive 

measurements, enhancements to the measurement dialogs and a further increase in the range of 

geometric features that can be inspected. 

Specifically, high-efficiency machining using Delcam’s Vortex strategy will also be demonstrated at the 

Delcam booth, as well as at several machine tool partner booths.  The Vortex area-clearance strategy 

produces safe toolpaths with a much deeper cut by using a controlled engagement angle that maintains 

the optimum cutting conditions for the whole toolpath.  As a result, higher feed rates and material-

removal rates are possible, making the cutting time shorter by as much as 70%.  In addition, cutting is 

undertaken at a more consistent volume-removal rate and at a near constant feed rate, so extending tool 

life and protecting the machine.  

Commenting on the participation, Delcam’s Managing Director for India & Middle East, Vineet Seth, 

said, "We are very happy to announce our participation at IMTEX 2015.  IMTEX is an event that sees 

visitors from all domains in the industry and we are all geared up to showcase our latest updates and 

improvements in our software solutions.  Thanks to our wide product portfolio, we have a solution for 

most complex manufacturing problems in aerospace, automotive, toolmaking, foundry & forging, 

medical & dental, footwear, woodworking and jewellery industry verticals.”  

"Our offerings in the area of robotic machining will also be on display.  The versatility of robotic 

machining has been attracting a lot of interest and IMTEX will be a good platform for our introduction 

to this technology,” continued Mr. Seth.  

"We have a large customer base of over 2,500 customers in India using our solutions and we will be 

delighted to welcome them to our booth during their visit to the event.  I am also particularly happy that 

we will be getting an opportunity to meet up with all our industry partners at the event, and will be able 

to share thoughts, ideas and mutual progress with them." 
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Delcam to show latest PowerSHAPE Pro CAD for CAM at Pacific D&M 

16 December 2014 

 

Delcam will demonstrate the 2015 version of its PowerSHAPE Pro CAD for CAM system for modelling 

for manufacture and reverse engineering at the Pacific Design & Manufacturing exhibition to be held in 

Anaheim, California, from 10th to 12th February.  By offering a combination of solid, surface and direct 

modelling, together with reverse engineering functionality, PowerSHAPE Pro provides the most 

comprehensive range of design techniques available in a single CAD program. 

Having all the different technologies in the same package reduces the need to transfer data between 

multiple programs and so streamlines the whole product development process.  At the same time, the 

combination of quick and easy direct modelling options, together with powerful and flexible surface 

modelling, makes PowerSHAPE Pro the perfect choice for design for manufacture. 

Recent improvements in direct modelling build on the introduction of the Smart Feature Manager and 
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the Smart Feature Selector in earlier releases.  The Smart Feature Manager allows users to identify all 

the features, such as fillets, slots, bosses etc, within a solid in a single operation and so makes the 

analysis of the imported data easier and faster.  The Smart Feature Selector then allows multiple similar 

features to be found and selected using either a specific value or a range of values. 

Once the particular group has been selected, all the features within it can be edited simultaneously.  For 

example, all holes having a diameter of 5in can have their diameter increased to 10in in one operation. 

This new functionality will speed the preparation of models for manufacturing significantly.  For 

example, one common problem in product designs that are to be moulded or cast is that fillet sizes are 

set so small that they restrict the flow of material.  The Smart Feature Selector can be used to identify 

any fillets below the required radius and then all the fillets found can be increased to the desired 

minimum size simultaneously.  

Another potential application is in tidying up models created by reverse engineering, where features that 

are intended to be identical, such as a series of holes, will often show small variations.  In such cases, all 

the items within a specified tolerance band can be selected and then all adjusted together to the same 

precise size. 

One of PowerSHAPE Pro’s great strengths has always been its surface modelling capabilities, giving the 

user the ability to create any shape they can imagine.  These capabilities have been further improved 

with new dynamic point editing.  Multiple points, either along a single curve or picked from multiple 

curves, can now be selected and moved, with real-time updating of the model.  This makes styling of 

free-form shapes easier and quicker, and also speeds up modelling-for-manufacture tasks like removing 

undercuts from tooling designs. 

Another strong area for PowerSHAPE Pro that has also been made faster and easier is the ability to 

morph complete models into a new shape.  One key application for this option is in compensating for 

springback in press tools or warpage in moulded products.  The user can alter CAD directly based on 

scan data from a sample part collected as a point cloud or as a triangle mesh, with a choice between 

either updating the CAD model of the part to match the as-produced item or adjusting the tooling design 

so that it can produce parts matching the original CAD data. 

Another important application of morphing is in updating parts that need to be repaired but that have 

changed their shape during use.  A typical example is turbine blades that have been distorted by heat so 

that their shape no longer matches the CAD data used for their manufacture.  Again, the original CAD 

data can be adjusted to match scan data captured from the actual part. 

The main enhancement to PowerSHAPE Pro’s reverse engineering functionality is a more automated 

method for capturing cross-sections through a mesh.  The software now fits lines and fillets to the cross-

section where it can, with the user able to control the tolerance used.  This method uses the mesh as a 

guide instead of treating it as exact geometry, with the priority of capturing the design intent rather than 

ensuring a precise fit to the scan data. 
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Delcam’s latest CAM Software Releases to be shown at Houstex 

17 December 2014 

 



CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 30 

Featured technology from Delcam at the Houstex exhibition from 24th to 26th February will be the 

latest versions of the company’s PowerMILL, FeatureCAM and PartMaker CAM systems.  Visitors to 

the Delcam booth, #1141, at the George R Brown Convention Center in Houston, Texas, will see major 

enhancements that will help manufacturing companies, especially those in the oil and gas, aerospace and 

defence, and automotive industries, to increase productivity, improve quality and reduce lead times. 

The new release of PowerMILL, Delcam’s programming system for high-speed and five-axis 

machining, includes improvements to the Vortex high-efficiency area-clearance strategy, expanded 

collision checking to also cover near misses, and more efficient raster finishing. 

Vortex produces safe toolpaths with a much deeper cut by using a controlled engagement angle that 

maintains the optimum cutting conditions for the whole toolpath.  As a result, higher feed rates and 

material-removal rates are possible, making the cutting time shorter by as much as 70%.  In addition, 

cutting is undertaken at a more consistent volume-removal rate and at a near constant feedrate, so 

extending tool life and protecting the machine.  

Two enhancements in PowerMILL 2015 will give even greater reductions in machining time with 

Vortex compared to conventional roughing. The first change allows toolpaths to approach the part from 

outside the stock at the cutting height for open pockets or in areas where earlier cuts have made this 

possible. 

The second change allows an increased feed rate to be set for non-cutting moves.  The extra time that 

can be saved depends on the shape of the part but an additional saving of around 20% should be 

expected above the earlier releases of Vortex.  For more on PowerMILL go to 

www.delcam.tv/pm2015/lz 

FeatureCAM was the world’s first feature-based programming software when it was launched in 

1995.  Constant development since then has ensured that the system has retained its leadership in 

programming speed and ease of use, while an increased range of strategies has been added to provide 

more efficient toolpaths that give greater productivity on a wider range of machinery, including mill-

turn machines, five-axis mills and wire EDM equipment. 

FeatureCAM 2015 includes a range of enhancements in three-axis milling, two-axis and five-axis 

drilling, turning and turn-mill, and wire EDM to make the software even more powerful and easier to 

use.   

FeatureCAM 2015 also allows easier programming of families of parts.  Working with the part library, 

the software matches the names of features within the part library with user-created curves relating to 

those features.  This makes the programming of subsequent parts in the family much easier and faster.   

Major highlights of PartMaker 2015 include improved support for today’s latest breed of multi-tasking 

machine tools, such as vertical mill-turns, more powerful milling and turning functionality, and a unique 

approach to post processing for multi-axis turn-mill centres and Swiss-type lathes, among other 

productivity enhancements. 

PartMaker 2015 also incorporates a unique approach to post-processing for multi-tasking machine 

tools.  This new approach includes a variety of improvements to the software’s post-processing 

technology, together with new software functionality to guide users on how to take best advantage of the 

unique capabilities of their specific multi-tasking machine tools. 
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hyperMILL
®
: CAM Software with a Profile 

16 December 2014 

 

OPEN MIND Technologies AG will present at Booth 4050 at Tire Technology Expo 2015 in Cologne, 

Germany, from 10 to 12 February 2015. The tire module of the hyperMILL
®

 CAM suite offers a range 

of special functions for the NC programming of tire moulds. At its heart is the Tire Clock, where the 

tire’s design is defined with all segments, tracks, pitch sequences and pitches. 

Automated functions support creating and managing the elements and geometries required for 

programming. The user can display the suitable geometry for each operation in order to avoid errors. 

This means that each pitch only has to be programmed once. The new Multiple Track Support function 

allows a separate pitch sequence to be defined for each track.  

From the geometry to the segment tool 

The hyperMILL
®

 tire module provides optimal support when it comes to defining tire geometries and 

converting them as segment tools. It is possible to automatically generate segment surface geometries 

with trimmed splits. Automatic segment program generation handles trimming, sorting and linking tool 

paths – including collision monitoring – for process reliability. Unnecessary movements can be 

eliminated by trimming the toolpaths at the segment limits. hyperMILL
®
 offers a range of specific 5axis 

strategies to machine curved surfaces with a consistent offset in a quick and simple manner. 

Volumetric deformation with hyperCAD
®
-S 

hyperCAD
®
-S, the optimal CAD solution for the hyperMILL

®
 CAM system, also contains interesting 

functions for processing CAD models. In hyperCAD
®
-S, the user has the option to deform all 

geometries in accordance with requirements using the ‘Deformation’ module. Selected elements such as 

faces, curves, points, point clouds and meshes can be converted into the desired target geometry using 

volumetric deformation. 
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Unprecedented Result from NAFEMS World Congress 2015 Call for Papers 

18 December 2014 

 

NAFEMS has announced that over 400 abstracts have been submitted for its 2015 World Congress in 

San Diego, USA – the highest response level yet for this biennial event. 

The call for abstracts, which closed on November 17th 2014, saw papers submitted from across the 

globe, covering every aspect of simulation technology from multiple industries. The biennial world 

congress will bring together the leading visionaries, developers, and practitioners of CAE-related 

technologies and business processes to share relevant trends and roadmaps, explore common themes, 

and to address these issues in an open forum. The aim of the congress is to provide attendees with 

perceptive content and perspective on the best way to position their organisations to realize the full 

potential of CAE both now and in the future. 

One Registration – Two Conferences 

The World Congress, which welcomes SIMULIA as Platinum Sponsor, will also host the 2nd 

International Conference on Simulation Process and Data Management. After an impressive turnout for 

http://www.nafems.org/congress/
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the first event in Salzburg, Austria in 2013, this ground-breaking conference will bring together 

industrial users, technology experts, academics and software vendors alike, allowing all those with an 

interest to take part in the only truly independent, international forum dedicated to SPDM. Attendees, 

speakers and exhibitors have free access to both events under one registration. 

Unprecedented Response  

“We are delighted that the simulation community has engaged with the NAFEMS World Congress 2015 

in the way they have so far”, said Tim Morris, NAFEMS’ CEO. “To have over 400 high-quality 

abstracts submitted for the event demonstrates that the engineering analysis society is eager to share 

experiences and develop their knowledge through presenting at and attending the 2015 Congress.” 

As well as covering a wide range of topics, addressing every aspect of engineering simulation & 

SPDM  in a packed three-day programme including presentations, workshops, discussion forums and a 

comprehensive exhibition, the Congress will also play host to a number of dedicated forums, focussing 

on topics such as 3D printing & additive manufacturing, CFD, systems engineering, composites, 

reliability and robustness, coupling, multiscale analysis, adaptive meshing, automated meshing and 

many more. 

“It is vital that NAFEMS continues to explore all aspects of CAE, including up and coming hot topics”, 

added David Quinn, Chief Marketing Officer at NAFEMS. “The World Congress  will provide an 

independent view of a multitude of technologies and methods, with input from some of the leading 

industrial and academic minds.” 

Registration for the World Congress will open in early 2015, with the full agenda being launched in 

February, and there are still many opportunities to get involved, either in the Congress program, or 

through exhibition and sponsorship.  
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Financial News 

Infor Again Reports Double-Digit License Revenue Growth  

18 December 2014 

 

Infor announced on its quarterly Lender Update Friday, December 12, that fiscal 2015 Q2 software 

license fees and subscriptions revenue increased 15 percent at actual currency rates and 17 percent in 

constant currency
1
 compared to its fiscal 2014 recast Q2.  

Non-GAAP Q2 license fees and subscription revenue
2
 increased 14 percent at actual currency rates and 

16 percent in constant currency driven by strong license sales and continued momentum in software-as-

a-service (SaaS), including triple digit growth in SaaS subscription license bookings. The strong Q2 

growth was delivered with operating income margins and Adjusted EBITDA profit margins
3
 of 17 

percent and 28 percent, respectively. Infor added 764 new customers in the quarter. 

Year-to-date, software license fees and subscriptions revenue and non-GAAP software license fees and 

subscriptions revenue increased 19 percent and 18 percent, respectively, and cloud bookings have 

increased over 200 percent. Sales productivity
4
 is up 32 percent since the fiscal year began.  

"Infor's cloud bookings and the explosive growth in our pipeline marks a turning point in the industry," 

http://www.infor.com/
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said Stephan Scholl, president of Field Operations for Infor. "Infor is the first company to deliver 

industry suites in the cloud, enabling customers to move their mission-critical operations, not just their 

edge applications, to a standard cloud." 

This is the second consecutive quarter of year-over-year triple-digit growth in SaaS bookings for 

Infor.  In March 2014, the company announced Infor CloudSuite
TM

, the first group of industry-specific 

application suites available on Amazon Web Services' (AWS) cloud. 

"Infor now has more than 25 million users of its cloud applications, and industry-specific certifications 

in healthcare, aerospace & defense, and government with AWS," said Pam Murphy, COO of Infor. 

"We're witnessing a migration to a next generation cloud infrastructure that is more secure and cost-

effective than proprietary data centers." 

Research and development spending at Infor increased double digits in the first half of fiscal 2015 

compared to the first half of fiscal 2014 as the company continues to invest in innovation. Infor has 

shipped more than 400 new products and 16,000 enhancements in the last three years. At nearly 4,000 

developers, Infor has one of the largest engineering organizations dedicated to business applications in 

the world. 

"Companies are quickly re-evaluating the cloud as an option now that Infor has delivered deep micro-

vertical functionality in Infor CloudSuite," said Duncan Angove, president of Products and Support of 

Infor. "Customizations are not consistent with multi-tenant clouds and Infor's investments to deliver last-

mile features over the last four years were a precursor to mission-critical applications in the cloud." 

Infor employees continue to perform well in all dimensions while also contributing to their 

communities. Infor has donated more than half a million dollars and 1,400 employee work-days to 

Habitat for Humanity International, an important customer. Infor has 153 offices in 41 countries, and 

provides employees up to a week of paid volunteer time to participate in Habitat for Humanity builds in 

the communities in which they work. 

To view an unabridged version of this press release, visit: 

http://www.infor.com/company/news/pressroom/pressreleases/Q2FY15Results/  

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Oracle: SaaS, PaaS and IaaS Cloud Revenue up 45% to $516 Million 

18 December 2014 

 

Oracle Corporation today announced that fiscal 2015 Q2 Total Revenues were up 3% to $9.6 

billion. Software and Cloud Revenues was up 5% to $7.3 billion. Cloud software-as-a-service (SaaS), 

platform-as-a-service (PaaS) and infrastructure-as-a-service (IaaS) revenue was up 45% to $516 million. 

Hardware Systems revenues were up 1% to $1.3 billion. GAAP operating income was up 4% to $3.5 

billion, and the GAAP operating margin was 37%. Non-GAAP operating income was up 3% to $4.4 

billion, and the non-GAAP operating margin was 46%. GAAP net income was down 2% to $2.5 billion 

while non-GAAP net income was down 1% to $3.1 billion. GAAP earnings per share were $0.56, 

unchanged from last year, while non-GAAP earnings per share were up 1% at $0.69. GAAP operating 

cash flow on a trailing twelve-month basis was $15.3 billion. 

Without the impact of the US dollar strengthening compared to foreign currencies, Oracle’s reported Q2 

GAAP and non-GAAP earnings per share would have been up 5%; Q2 Total Revenues would have been 

http://www.infor.com/cloud/
http://www.infor.com/company/news/pressroom/pressreleases/Q2FY15Results/
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up 7%; Software and Cloud revenues would have been up 8%; and Hardware Systems revenues would 

have been up 4%. 

“We continue to deliver industry-leading operating margins and cash flow even after adding the 

thousands of specialized sales people and engineers necessary to accelerate the growth of our new cloud 

businesses,” said Oracle CEO, Safra Catz. 

“Total Q2 new cloud bookings grew at a rate of more than 140%,” said Oracle CEO, Mark Hurd. “We 

now have over 600 ERP Fusion Cloud customers – that’s five-times more ERP customers than 

Workday.” 

“By Q4 of this year we expect our new cloud bookings to exceed $250 million,” said Oracle Chairman 

and Chief Technology Officer Larry Ellison. “Next fiscal year our new cloud bookings will be well over 

the billion dollars mark." 

The Board of Directors also declared a quarterly cash dividend of $0.12 per share of outstanding 

common stock. This dividend will be paid to stockholders of record as of the close of business on 

January 7, 2015, with a payment date of January 28, 2015. 

To view an unabridged version of this press release, visit: 

http://www.oracle.com/us/corporate/press/2393457  
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Implementation Investments 

ANSYS Simulation Helps Ferrari Cruise to Victory 

16 December 2014 

 

With ANSYS simulation in the driver's seat, Ferrari raced past the competition to secure the 2014 FIA 

World Endurance Championship drivers', teams' and manufacturers' titles in the GTE Pro class. 

Ferrari secured its 17
th

 endurance world title this past weekend during the Sao Paulo 6 Hours at 

Interlagos race. Gimmi Bruni and Toni Vilanderhad secured the drivers' title, while the Amato Ferrari-

run AF Corse squad took the team title for a third consecutive year. 

"Ferrari has once again proven the power of engineering simulation – when combined with great 

products and great driving," said Gilles Eggenspieler, senior product manager for the fluids line at 

ANSYS. "We're honored to count them among our customers and are even more excited to see what the 

team does in 2015." 

ANSYS computational fluid dynamics (CFD) solutions help Ferrari maintain best-in-class aerodynamic 

performance, including reducing overall drag, maximizing downforce and optimizing its complex brake 

cooling systems – essential elements in keeping the car running properly. As a result, Ferrari engineers 

have extensively automated the simulation process and run multiple design iterations to improve speed, 

reliability and safety. 

"When races can stretch from six to 24 hours, car reliability is absolutely crucial," said Enrico Cardile, 

responsible for aerodynamics, thermal management and air conditioning at Ferrari. "With ANSYS 

simulation, our engineers can quickly evaluate a range of product design ideas across varied operating 

http://www.oracle.com/us/corporate/press/2393457
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conditions, leading to enhanced product performance and integrity." 
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Citec Expands Use of SmartPlant® Enterprise with Multi-Year Agreement 

17 December 2014 

 

Finnish multidisciplinary engineering and information management company Citec has announced its 

expansion of Intergraph SmartPlant® Enterprise throughout several projects and regions. The decision 

was in response to client demand and is expected to further increase Citec’s reach and accessibility to 

other potential clients preferably implementing Intergraph SmartPlant Enterprise solutions. 

The multi-year agreement will see Citec expand their current license agreements and purchase additional 

software licenses for upcoming, client-based projects. The initiative will begin in Finland with the aim 

of multi-regional expansion. 

“Citec’s vision is to become the most efficient and trusted partner of engineering and project services to 

the energy industry. One of our key aims is to further enlarge and strongly match Citec’s engineering 

services with engineering software solutions according to our growing customer demand. We see that 

Intergraph SmartPlant Enterprise fulfills our customers’ needs and consequently raises our 

competitiveness in energy and oil and gas projects worldwide.” said Sakari Koivuniemi, director, Oil & 

Gas Industry Area at Citec. 

Gerhard Sallinger, Intergraph Process, Power & Marine president, said, “It is a priority for Intergraph to 

foster the success of our clients and their partners. It’s a testament to Intergraph’s position in the market 

and the increasing implementation and success of our solutions that this agreement with Citec has taken 

place.” 
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Mould Maker Integrates Three Vero Software Packages  

18 December 2014 

 

A leading French mould, die and tool maker, who uses wax model injection technology, integrates 

WorkNC CAM software with the WorkXplore 3D file viewer and WorkPLAN manufacturing software 

solution, to run all parts of its business.   

Moules & Outillages de Bourgogne designs and manufactures a variety of moulds and tooling 

equipment for foundries which use the lost wax casting process. This manufacturing process is 

particularly well adapted to the most demanding markets, requiring high levels of quality and state-of-

the-art engineering in sectors such as aeronautics, energy and medical prosthetics; three domains in 

which MOB has successfully built its reputation.  

Every stage of the job is managed by one of the three packages from Vero Software. The process begins 

when Jean Etienne Patenet, CEO, uses WorkXplore 3D to open CAD files sent by customers and makes 

a detailed analysis to quickly check and determine the required tooling equipment to be produced. 

“The comprehensive set of easy-to-use analysis tools is particularly useful for helping us to appreciate 
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any potential difficulties in order to provide the most accurate quotations. Dynamic sectioning means we 

can quickly and precisely examine the interior of a part or assembly. Planar face, curve and minimum 

radius analysis provide a rapid way of evaluating the most time-consuming and problematic tasks.” 

He says staff with no CAD experience can easily use WorkXplore 3D to examine any type of file, 

whatever their origin, and pass on key information to customers, colleagues and suppliers. “Predefined 

scenes, including views of the model and different orientations, along with notes and dimensions, can all 

be added. And WorkXplore also generates a stand-alone application containing the 3D model and 

assemblies, which can be emailed. Recipients can immediately open and work on the file without having 

to dispose of the original CAD application in which the model was initially created.  

“This allows mould designs to be validated rapidly, and saves us a great deal of time.” 

Even greater levels of efficiency are achieved with WorkPLAN Manufacturing Software Solution. The 

Planning module is their main indicator for monitoring the production workload, allowing them to be 

proactive, reactive, and anticipate any bottlenecks. “Being able to indicate reasonable, reliable and 

realistic lead times to our customers significantly enhances our credibility.”   

Jean Etienne Patenet adds: “We were working with a different system, but switched to WorkPLAN 

which met our requirements perfectly, as it’s specifically designed for custom manufacturing.” All 

information coming from all parts of the business, including the sales team, administration, production, 

engineering office and the purchasing department are centralized and easily accessible thanks to the 

Information Management module. And he says being able to provide reliable, realistic and sustainable 

lead times considerably increases their credibility with customers. 

Also, WorkPLAN’s Quotation module helps MOB remain competitive and cost effective.   “Using 

search criteria, we find relevant data from similar projects, helping us establish accurate quotes 

extremely quickly, guaranteeing our margins and profitability. An offer is turned into an order in just a 

few clicks, and we follow progression constantly, taking any necessary measures to avoid late deliveries 

or cost increases.” 

Touch screens have been installed in the workshop and time management is performed rigorously on a 

daily basis. Information is given to shopfloor operators, making them aware of time spent on each task, 

compared to planned times.         

“WorkPLAN improves our efficiency at all levels, and throughout every phase of a project.” 

MOB’s range of moulds, dies and fixtures are all manufactured with the specialist WorkNC CAM 

software in their 600 square-metre workshop. CAM and NC Manager Laurent Thibert uses it daily in the 

production engineering office where he manages CNC machine programming and machining tasks for 

their two Huron K2X10 3-axis, and two Hermle C3OU 5-axis, machine tools. 

He says after examining the type of 3- or 5-axis part, along with the possible clamping setups and 

positioning of the part in the clamping system, they create a CAM strategy, including roughing, re-

roughing, finishing and corner picking. “This essential information is transferred onto a program sheet 

and includes details such as tool lengths, Z minimums, toolpath numbers, rotational angles and 

machining times, along with images of the part.” 

According to Laurent Thibert, the roughing strategies are especially good at removing large amounts of 

stock material before carrying out semi-finishing and finishing operations. “WorkNC’s dynamic stock 

model management feature allows the stock model to be updated in real time throughout the machining 

process, ensuring high precision remachining toolpaths.” Other toolpaths frequently used by MOB are 

Z-level Finishing, Optimised Z-Level, Z-Level Remachining and Contour Remachining.      
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He says they constantly need to create new CNC programs as each order is made to measure, and each 

part is different, requiring new set up tooling equipment and an individual manufacturing process.  

“As WorkNC is so easy to use, parts can be machined extremely quickly, and thanks to the quality 

finishing toolpaths, there are very few traditional milling phases or manual reworking such as polishing 

or adjusting, to be done afterwards. WorkNC offers a remarkable level of surface finish quality.” 
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TiNi Aerospace turns to Tornos ST-26 and Delcam’s PartMaker for Machining 

15 December 2014 

 

TiNi Aerospace, a specialist manufacturer of aerospace components based in Northern California, has 

moved into Swiss machining successfully with a Tornos ST-26 machine and Delcam’s PartMaker CAM 

software. 

Located in California’s Silicon Valley, TiNi Aerospace specialises in the manufacture of mechanical-

release devices for the aerospace industry, based on the company’s specialist Shape Memory Alloy 

technology.  Its products have been used on scientific missions flown by NASA, ESA and JAXA. 

Underwater applications of the devices include ballast release, buoy detachment, payload separation, 

instrument recovery and disentanglement manoeuvres on vehicles such as Alvin, the first manned 

submersible capable of travelling to the deepest regions of the ocean floor. 

Historically, TiNi outsourced much of its machining work to shops in the Bay Area.  The company 

recently decided to bring some of its parts in-house.  It started with components appropriate for Swiss 

applications, such as titanium bolts, so that it could turn around small batch sizes for its internal R&D 

and testing efforts.  TiNi made its first Swiss machine a Tornos ST-26, based on the combination of 

functionality to price that it offered against other machines on the market.  To better harness the power 

of the Tornos ST-26, TiNi chose PartMaker SwissCAM for its programming. 

"The challenge we have is achieving tight tolerances at short volumes.  We don’t have a long production 

run to optimise our processes, plus everything is slightly different to the previous job,” said TiNi 

Operations Manager, David Bokaie.  "PartMaker has worked amazingly well in helping us manufacture 

our designs on the Tornos ST26.  Particularly with being new to Swiss machining, PartMaker really 

helps us tap into what the Tornos machine can do,” continued Mr. Bokaie. 

As the Tornos ST-26 was TiNi’s first Swiss-type lathe, it was imperative that the company chose 

software suited to the task of programming the machine productively and intuitively.  "PartMaker is 

really easy to use; the learning curve has been awesome,” said Richard Cosman, TiNi’s CNC 

programmer responsible for the new machine.  

With introduction of the Tornos ST-26 and PartMaker into its manufacturing process, TiNi has been 

able to program quickly and achieve better cycle times.  "PartMaker helps us produce a good part the 

first time, which means a lot faster turnaround.  Parts that we previously would have had to do in two 

set-ups, we are pushing out in half the time,” claimed Mr. Cosman. 

Much of the success TiNi has enjoyed with PartMaker can be attributed to the close cooperation 

between engineers at Delcam and at Tornos.  Tornos provides the developers of PartMaker with a great 

deal of information that helps them develop robust programming solutions for the machines.  By 

working together proactively, Tornos and PartMaker engineers were able to ensure that the PartMaker 
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solution for the Tornos ST26 was robust before putting it into customers’ hands. 

Additionally, Tornos supplied PartMaker with solid models of the ST26 that were incorporated into the 

software’s simulation technology.  As a result, PartMaker users are able to achieve almost virtual-reality 

quality simulation of their parts cutting on the ST26 offline on their PCs before sending the program to 

the machine.  

TiNi has also been impressed with the quality of the technical support provided by PartMaker.  "The 

support I have received from PartMaker has been incredible.  If I ever have problem, their support team 

is right there with the solution,” stated Mr. Cosman.  In a business where "failure is not an option” 

according to Mr. Bokaie, this superior level of responsiveness has been particularly helpful to TiNi in 

meeting the high demands it has of its products. 
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Product News 

Altium Announces Expanded Benefits to Subscription Customers 

18 December 2014 

 

Altium Limited announced extended benefits to Altium Subscription. With the release of Altium 

Designer 15, Altium commits to delivering Product Updates and Maintenance Updates to the current 

release and Maintenance Updates to previous releases. 

Starting with Altium Designer 14, Altium will deliver fixes and small enhancements as Maintenance 

Updates to two preceding releases in addition to updates and upgrades to the latest release. Altium 

Subscription customers will continue to receive Maintenance Updates for Altium Designer 14 and 15 

through the release of Altium Designer 16 at which time a 3-year moving window of maintenance 

support will be in place. 

This new model provides Altium Subscription customers with the flexibility to choose the best timing 

for their organization to migrate to a new release without concerns about working with unsupported 

software. “Customers in mission critical environments often have longer development cycles and more 

strenuous tool evaluation procedures. With this change to Altium Subscription, Altium Designer fits 

perfectly into such environments allowing designers to choose tools that meet their needs today, and 

tomorrow,” noted Jason Hingston, CTO at Altium. “Now they can get the best tools from Altium with 

the extended support they need.” 

Altium believes this change will further increase the overall customer experience as it was requested by 

users in both large and small organizations. 
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Ashampoo 3D CAD Professional 5 

15 December 2014 

 

German software developer Ashampoo released 3D CAD Professional 5, a CAD solution that 

http://www.altium.com/
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specializes in the planning and design of buildings including gardens. Ashampoo 3D CAD Professional 

5 targets draftsmen, interiors architects and landscapers in need of a high-quality CAD solution. The 

software helps you create professional plan sections for building applications or construction 

documentation.  

Summary: 

 New: Ashampoo 3D CAD Professional 5 

 New: Native 64bit support 

 New: Simplified ribbon style user interface 

 New: Quick access bar 

 New: More beautiful and expressive with custom fill patterns and 3D texture displays in 2D 

 Maxon Cinema 4D export 

 2D-, 3D-, and cross-section views 

 2D DXF/DWF im- and export 

 Freely positionable camera and viewpoints 

 Area, length and volume calculations 

 Extensive object catalog 

 Compatible with Windows XP SP3, Windows Vista, Windows 7, Windows 8 

 Price: $299.99 

Ribbon style user interface 

Version 5 provides two different user metaphors, classic and ribbon. The ribboned interface is suitable 

especially for beginners and features thematically structured features and buttons. All essential features 

are now fast and easy to reach. The application provides extensive support from start to finish of your 

projects in the form of input aids and wizards that help with data input and processing. 

64bit version now available 

In addition to the 32-bit version, Ashampoo 3D CAD Professional 5 also comes in 64-bit to allow the 

use of more than 3.5 GB of RAM on machines running a 64-bit Windows OS. This ensures a smoother 

work flow with complex projects. The setup wizard automatically selects the right version for you 

during installation. 

Extended 2D fill patterns, 3D textures in 2D views and extensive object catalog 

In previous versions of 3D CAD Professional, fill patterns were entirely based on drawing routines 

provided by Windows. In version 5, you can create your own patterns from drawing primitives and use 

them in your projects. To this end, the fill properties for elements displayed in 2D have been greatly 

extended. The extended object catalog that comes with construction elements, textures, materials and 

symbols rounds off the list of visual enhancements. 

Compatible with other CAD solutions 

Data exchange is supported through 2D im- and exporting based on the fairly common DXF- and DWF- 

formats. As a specialty, Ashampoo 3D CAD Professional 5 also exports to Maxon Cinema 4D format, 

e.g. to add additional polish to your constructions for presentations. 

Ashampoo 3D CAD Professional 5 is available for $299.99 and compatible with all common versions of 
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Windows (Windows XP SP3, Windows Vista, Windows 7, Windows 8). Owners of a previous version 

can upgrade for $119.97 
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AVEVA Announces Major Enhancements to AVEVA NET 

15 December 2014 

 

AVEVA today announced a number of improvements to AVEVA NET, its powerful Information 

Management software. Customer feedback has already shown that these improvements enhance both 

overall user experience and productivity, enabling significant savings across engineering projects and 

asset operations. This latest release benefits from simpler and quicker installation and an enhanced user 

interface that is both intuitive and tablet-friendly. 

With improved 3D interaction and faster and more powerful search, visualisation and navigation 

capabilities, AVEVA NET 5.0 provides users with an optimal experience. It continues to maintain an 

open and agnostic approach to integration, accepting data from any source. In addition, AVEVA NET 

5.0 is cloud ready, offering customers the benefits of greater system flexibility and scalability. 

'AVEVA NET is the benchmark that other solutions are measured against for speed and ease of 

installation' said Derek Middlemas, COO & Head of Enterprise Solutions, AVEVA. 'Helping our 

customers to gain a competitive advantage has always been a primary focus for us. Feedback from early 

adopters of this latest version has been extremely positive, confirming faster deployment and unmatched 

productivity when exploiting digital asset information. Overall they are very impressed with the results.' 

Mr. Middlemas continued, 'AVEVA NET 5.0 marks a step change in the deployment of Engineering 

Information Management solutions and will once again set the standard for others to follow, as the 

Digital Asset strategy becomes a "must-have" for capital intensive industries.' 

AVEVA NET 5.0 is the core technology underpinning AVEVA's Digital Information Hub solutions, 

enabling EPCs and Owner Operators to rapidly capture, explore and interrogate their Digital Asset 

information. It also enables efficiency in the complex process of progressively handing over an asset's 

data from its engineering and construction phase into its operations phase. 
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COMSOL Server™ Now Available to Run Simulation Apps 

17 December 2014 

 

COMSOL, Inc. is excited to announce the release of COMSOL Server™, a new product developed 

specifically for running applications built with the Application Builder. Released earlier this year, the 

Application Builder allows COMSOL Multiphysics
®
 software users to build an intuitive interface 

around their COMSOL model that can be run by anyone — even those without prior simulation 

experience. COMSOL Server enables the distribution of applications, allowing design teams, production 

departments and others to share applications throughout an organization using a Windows
®
-native client 
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or web browser. 

Build and Run Simulation Applications 

COMSOL Server is the engine for running COMSOL apps and the hub for controlling their deployment, 

distribution, and use. After creating an app with the Application Builder, the server provides engineers 

and researchers with a cost-effective solution for managing how the app is used, either within their 

organization or externally to a worldwide audience. 

“COMSOL Server provides an environment for running applications created in the Application Builder 

that is easy to access and use,” says Svante Littmarck, President and CEO of the COMSOL Group. 

“Using the Application Builder and COMSOL Server together, an R&D engineer, for example, has the 

tools to create applications that will best serve their specific industry in a format that is easy to use, 

quick to implement, and can be scaled for global benefit.” 

With COMSOL Server, applications can be run in a COMSOL
®
 Client for Windows

®
 or in Google 

Chrome™, Firefox
®
, Internet Explorer

®
, Safari

®
, and other major web browsers. COMSOL Server can 

be hosted in a corporate network or in the cloud. 

“COMSOL Server not only provides an effective way for engineers to distribute their applications, it 

also allows updates to be readily available to all users,” says Bjorn Sjodin, VP of Product Management 

at COMSOL, Inc. “Because applications are accessible through a web interface, as soon as a new 

version of an application is uploaded, app users will immediately have access to the latest version. 

Developers will also appreciate the fact that the applications can be password protected.” 

To learn more about COMSOL Server and Application Builder, attend the free webinar “How to Build 

and Run COMSOL Simulation Apps” on December 18 at 2pm EST (Boston). Attend the live event or 

watch the archived version at: comsol.com/c/1g59. 
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Ideate, Inc. Announces a New Update for Ideate Explorer for Revit 

18 December 2014 

 

Ideate, Inc., today announced the availability of Ideate Explorer for Revit 2015.1. This Ideate 

Software  solution includes enhanced functionality customers have requested, specifically a modeless 

interface. Now, users will be able to work in the Autodesk Revit and the Ideate Explorer for Revit 

environments at the same time.  

Ideate Software is a set of far-reaching Building Information Modeling (BIM) data management tools 

that help the Revit community clean up models, delete problem items, analyze files quickly, improve 

speed and accuracy in data flow, increase collaboration and overcome repeated workflow interruptions.  

This recent Ideate Explorer for Revit update provides BIM and Virtual Design and Construction (VDC) 

managers, project leaders, facility managers, architects, engineers, and other users an enhanced tool for 

model auditing, power selection and model maintenance. With it, they can get a global view of model 

contents, and locate, isolate, modify and/or effectively delete unwanted elements from the Revit model.   

Ideate Director of Software Development Glynnis Patterson says, “This new release lets our customers 

delve both deeply and seamlessly into their Revit files, since they can now work in Revit and Ideate 

Explorer at the same time. We make sure our BIM data management solutions are robust and our 

http://comsol.com/c/1g59
http://www.ideateinc.com/
http://ideatesoftware.com/
http://ideatesoftware.com/


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 42 

updates meaningful and frequent. This new functionality answers a No. 1 customer request.” 

Bob Palioca, President, Ideate Inc. says of the new Ideate Explorer release, “As our AEC customers ask 

for greater speed and fluidity in our Revit-based solutions, we respond. This point release is another leap 

forward in our ongoing commitment to our customers’ success.”  

Customers who tested the new functionality offered comments on the most valuable aspect of Ideate 

Explorer to their workflows. Marcus Roman, Associate/Architect for NBBJ, noted greatest value in 

“Being able to quickly see elements in the model and identify errors.” Andy Brahney, Senior Revit 

Technician at Ramboll UK said, “Being able to find which workset elements are on; this helps greatly 

with the QA process.” And, Dan Dankert, CAD/BIM Manager for Mead & Hunt acknowledged, 

“Finding lost and incorrect objects.” 
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The Latest Edition of ESI's Multi-Domain Simulation Platform Delivers Key Improvements for CFD 

Users 

15 December 2014 

 

ESI Group announces the new version of Visual-Environment 10.0. Designed to support the most 

demanding CAE requirements, Visual-Environment is a comprehensive simulation platform enabling 

faster decision-making across multiple domains. The latest version Visual-Environment 10.0 enables the 

swift integration of calculations using open source CFD software OpenFOAM®. 

Visual-Environment 10.0 provides a very intuitive interface for all CFD engineers. It allows them to 

accelerate the preparation of most common CFD calculations, including airflow for external 

aerodynamics, internal airflow for underhood and climate control, and investigation of flow around 

rotating bodies. More specifically, this new version of Visual-Environment provides users of the well-

known open source CFD modules of OpenFOAM® with the first compatible industrial grade platform: 

enabling seamless CAD import, easy model set-up, pre- and post-processing, macro-capabilities and 

customization. 

Visual-Environment 10.0 enables design engineers to get quick answers for various design options, on a 

daily basis. Once a CFD expert has defined an analysis process, fellow design engineers can benefit 

from automated meshing, set-up and processing, enabling them to obtain CFD models in a third of the 

time, with no supervision and with minimum training.   

With this latest release, Visual-Environment 10.0 platform now supports additional formats generated by 

third-party CAD tools: ACIS, Solid Edge, Inventor and SolidWorks. Visual-Environment  users can now 

import files from these third party software, without the need for time-consuming conversions. 

In this latest version, special attention has been paid to calculation speed and robustness, to deliver on an 

industrial scale.  

"AMD and ESI have tested and certified the use of Visual-Environment 10.0 with its latest professional 

graphics card", explains Antoine Reymond, Strategic Alliances Manager at AMD. "AMD FirePro(TM) 

graphics are tested against a battery of simulations and real-world scenarios using rigorous certification 

processes to ensure their readiness for demanding professional use."  He continues: "Working hand-in-

hand with ESI, AMD is able to provide Visual-Environment 10.0 users with a certified driver, delivering 

robust and feature-rich graphical support to manage Virtual Prototypes and large-scale engineering 

http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=wglseS9FdVDdSyvSCPiFF2tj48Q1TNuodWI2LXq5qcvkd4NCRMPco4T1Z8fpbE_A
http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=gPWv2kYtioj8I591ZxiedD4g37IprnKvl_7rueRlapH892pP7RCdR2bH7PYy1DuwO9s7OQpQRvczxB2O1vdLH8Rg4B43MR1iTt-8BxkIPGZnh9X4fA6Q6C1XNHI_I9vJZMRrKf5EiMDwDdDd6trjQg6W1RE05MmFTazrpEoY3mM%3D
http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=Y1LZOURYsqgJ-Z-qJC6-432MfmniDsD-iIlsLPcQQWZN_zoeZcbb8LBdpXumtgH31WegleYngPpPHHCDTSd2s42KcJabnJdjn26pOXiYBfI7reMyLsRQrf3d4J4ch5hro_ixEzFywfqgra7hnIckp4Gj6d-af0eWTP1rv4x0KsuLRnbPGiRLtUhmq-SMowWBx3Q3Mv9hwcUKJkJtx3lqUw%3D%3D
http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=Y1LZOURYsqgJ-Z-qJC6-47wNMQROM4eGK4pjgvPztdP5OGGdMtRcq8yWcty5fKuqfBfrb1kS_yrOYw4apzJgstbfFY3ptskhRek9oa4zPyOJigquVEUl24frxhdgNudd428NL4StvL1PAnxpaDEYCqTNxQuqMzpdo520c2jcy_oLmlgmxBwnRoIjuDUQq7-HY1_NtzjHk_S-1lCabGeFIg%3D%3D
http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=q2_Y4UMo7b43ohy-f9MDeb9Nml_T35xYWrs9-X1pI_wfg8vZtH7lWGjbipzYPg0K
http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=Gh3AR_Tekjdvifb4hbq4_VNoF0-BKpHj34xEufFYxzo7X1-wze8x40-M0VkybjNwPaGCK_SvlG1zum5HFXkixsfBp-dEivWOlbjTft_7HNMd4u4nMxQCwcRVfEF-Tqs5dGmdqLTXtVK2Smqfh7veqcGkz_pvPfLqEhuuTaYzL9xyWayqZQ_lwGTvYtw2DGkGboPbG_hVEPglgs1pfEQ0UYjWCcXm_Sr3WrrSEke9tWs_vIyrfZQutZg04bzA01ptxwGdjRnCf42kve4OmglJ1F5T3U6zkkZ3c1j_AMe4pgxZ1TdKUkZ8Lbf7NSO870fw1oMPj9vtj1dVhz6RxGYtx6GVvcwExSywBTA8_9TQ0bqRnG8N5qlvIjR-sbyaHnljV4n4Xl_NKUkz48LD8VQ8riD8KpVAFliop7KCqLzXRPA%3D
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simulation models, as required for every day Finite Element analysis and for Computational Fluid 

Dynamics." 
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Mastercam Dynamic Motion Technology 

19 December 2014 

 

Mastercam's Dynamic Motion technology is a new and exciting approach to creating toolpaths. 

Dynamic Motion follows a proprietary and sophisticated set of rules that take into consideration a broad 

data set. 

In order to create the most efficient cutting motion possible, Dynamic toolpaths calculate more than just 

the areas where metal will be removed; they also take into account the changing condition of the 

material throughout various stages of machining. The toolpath has enough intelligence to look ahead, 

see what's coming and modify feeds, speeds, stepovers and cutting motions based on ever-changing 

material conditions. Significant benefits include radically shorter cycle times, less wear and breakage of 

tools, and less wear on machines. 

Dynamic Motion is Faster 
By dramatically reducing stepovers and air cutting, Dynamic toolpaths can reduce cycle times by 25 to 

75%. Dynamic Motion toolpaths ensure that your tool spends most of its time cutting at full-depth with 

far fewer stepdowns. This means you can cut more parts in less time. 

Extend Tool and Machine Life 
Dynamic Motion uses the full flute length so users will get even wear and heat distribution resulting in 

fewer tool changes and less grinding that slows you down and costs money. Dynamic Motion produces 

consistent chip load, reducing vibration and extending the life of your machines. The looping motion 

eliminates abrupt directional changes, keeping your machine more accurate with less maintenance. 

Cutting Hard Materials 
Roughing hard materials can pose a challenge but Mastercam's Dynamic Motion toolpaths make it 

easier by ensuring even heat and load distribution throughout the cut. This even distribution prevents 

material surface hardening and reduces the risks of tool breakage, giving more consistent, predictable 

results. 
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MicroSurvey CAD 2015 Enables Highly Efficient Drafting and Design 

16 December 2014 

 

MicroSurvey is pleased to announce the release of MicroSurvey CAD 2015, a major update to its 

flagship desktop survey and design program for land surveyors and civil engineers. 

The latest release is powered by the all new IntelliCAD 8 engine and is the first ever 64-bit version of 

MicroSurvey CAD. According to Brian Sloman, Development Manager at MicroSurvey, "The 64-bit 

architecture allows MicroSurvey CAD 2015 to access and use more system resources, and in a more 
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efficient manner, unlocking the incredible potential of a modern workstation. With the 64-bit version of 

MicroSurvey CAD 2015, users will experience faster and smoother drafting and calculation operations, 

and can work with larger drawings and more points." 

MicroSurvey CAD 2015 can read and write the latest .dwg files for compatibility with AutoCAD 2015 

and has improved object enablers for drawings from Civil 3D. It also includes several new capabilities 

driven by requests submitted by users through MicroSurvey's online feature request system. For 

example, layer filters and layer states have been integrated directly into the IntelliCAD Explorer; a 

dynamic licensing system makes it easy to switch product levels; the AutoMAP Library, which controls 

how points and figures are presented, has been enhanced with new capabilities; bearings and azimuths of 

lines can now be instantly viewed in alternate reference systems; the point clusters tool lets you draw 

exaggerated error vectors for visually comparing coordinate changes between design and as-built points 

or during deformation studies; additional point cloud data formats are supported; and much more. 

(Watch the videos here.) 

MicroSurvey CAD is compatible with field data from all major total stations and data collectors and is 

fully compatible with AutoCAD. It includes complete survey drafting, COGO, DTM, traversing, 

volumes, contouring, point cloud manipulation and data collection interfacing. No plug-ins or modules 

are necessary. In addition to the 64-bit version, a 32-bit version of the software is also available. 
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MecSoft Announces Release of Rhino3DPRINT® 2015 Software 

15 December 2014 

 

MecSoft Corporation has announced the release of a new product for the 3D printing industry, 

Rhino3DPRINT 2015
®
. 

In response to the current demand for 3D printing technology, MecSoft has introduced its new 3D print 

product as a fully integrated plug-in to the popular 3D CAD system, Rhinoceros 5.0. This new product 

offers efficient, easy and automatic tools for preparing 3D data that otherwise cannot be 3D printed. The 

seamless combination of Rhino’s powerful modeling and extensive file import functionality with 

Rhino3DPRINT’s data preparation tools enables the user to 3D print models from almost any input 

source and any major 3D format. 

With this announcement, MecSoft positions itself as a forerunner of CAM companies to offer software 

solutions not only for the traditional Subtractive Manufacturing market but also for the emerging 

Additive Manufacturing market. 

“With the launch of this new product, MecSoft is redefining CAM by offering solutions to target both 

Additive and Subtractive manufacturing”, stated Joe Anand, President and CEO of MecSoft 

Corporation. 

“As we see both of these manufacturing technologies increasingly start to coexist in shops across the 

world, MecSoft is uniquely positioned to offer solutions to meet the requirements of such customers.” 
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New EDEM
®
 Co-Simulation Solutions – Exploring the Whole Design Space 

12 December 2014 

 

DEM Solutions is pleased to announce new EDEM
®
 co-simulation solutions with three leading Multi-

body dynamics (MBD) software packages; MathWorks Simulink
®
, Siemens LMS Virtual.Lab™ Motion 

and MSC Adams™ 

 Allowing manufacturers of heavy equipment to gain better insight into machine-material 

interaction 

 Providing capability to model and visualize dynamics of equipment movement and examine how 

loads exerted by bulk materials are distributed throughout the mechanical system 

Richard LaRoche, DEM Solutions VP of Engineering & Software Development commented on the new 

solutions: 

“Our customers designing heavy construction, mining and agricultural equipment have been looking to 

expand EDEM’s capabilities to integrate with MBD tools to gain crucial insight into machine-material 

interaction. Being able to predict the loads and forces acting on equipment is the key to optimising 

equipment performance and durability. 

Without EDEM, design engineers have to rely on “rules of thumb” and guesswork for the forces exerted 

by bulk material. EDEM-MBD co-simulation enables engineers to look at equipment interaction with 

different types of materials and different maneuvers with a high level of fidelity.” 

EDEM simulates the bulk material behaviour and provides a realistic representation of the loads and 

forces of a wide range of different materials, while the MBD solver controls and produces feedback on 

the motion of the equipment due to the force and torque imparted by the material. For example, by 

coupling EDEM and MBD codes, engineers no longer need to estimate how deeply a bucket will 

penetrate into the ground, or how long a truck body will take to empty, this can now be simulated and 

incorporated directly into the MBD model. 

The EDEM-MBD solutions make use of the EDEM Coupling Interface – a programmable interface that 

enables bi-directional communication between EDEM and other codes. By regularly exchanging 

information, the interaction between equipment and material can be more accurately modelled. Testing 

of design variations is performed virtually and the resulting changes in the material interaction are fed 

back directly to the model. 

The new capabilities represent another milestone in 2014 for DEM Solutions as the Company pursues a 

strategy to make EDEM highly integrated with other CAE tools. DEM Solutions aims to works closely 

with leading CAE software companies to develop co-simulation solutions. 
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PublisherLT Available for Pre-2015 Releases 

16 December 2014 

 

Many ShipConstructor users have already realized the value of SSI’s new information-sharing tool, SSI 
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EnterprisePlatform PublisherLT. This product was launched in September 2014 with the 

ShipConstructor 2015 release. However, a number of clients are mid-project in an older version of 

ShipConstructor and would like a way to utilize the new functionalities with a previous ShipConstructor 

release. To facilitate this process, SSI has made available a version of PublisherLT that works with older 

ShipConstructor versions. 

Engineering Data can now be easily accessed in any format by anyone from any department at 

any time. 
PublisherLT allows individuals – even those not using ShipConstructor directly - to gather, convert, 

manipulate and save information from the ShipConstructor Marine Information Model (MIM). 

Stakeholders throughout an organization, across departments, do not always know where to look within 

the product data model to find the information they need to do their jobs. A key benefit of PublisherLT 

is that it makes information available by mining the product data model (or MIM) for exactly the 

information requested. Specific CAD/CAM knowledge is not required. All stakeholders interact with the 

engineering data directly using PublisherLT.  

PublisherLT automates multiple time consuming, repetitive and error prone existing manual workflows. 

It is easy to configure PublisherLT and from then on, running it is as simple as a press of a button. 

Maximize Value of Engineering Staff. 
Without PublisherLT, everyone in an organization who needs information from the product data model 

(the MIM) has to interrupt the work of highly skilled engineers to first find and then provide what they 

need. The information also has to be in a specific format and organized in a logical and consumable 

way. PublisherLT provides a better way of doing things because it makes the engineering data available 

to anyone in any format. This streamlines the process to a few clicks and makes it so that engineers are 

free to focus on engineering. 
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Siemens PLM Software releases Parasolid v27.1 

17 December 2014 

 

Parasolid v27.1 delivers numerous enhancements to support efficiency and effectiveness in complex 

modeling workflows. These enhancements enable application developers to deliver step changes in 

productivity to end-users. Parasolid provides high-level geometric functionality that can be most 

productively and robustly achieved at the kernel modeler level, which allows application developers to 

focus on their customers’ other requirements. Enhanced areas in Parasolid v27.1 include blending, 

surfacing, modeling support and platform support. 

These enhancements are in addition to numerous improvements targeted at specific industries and 

workflows. 

Blending 

Parasolid v27.1 provides extended control over the shape of blends. This extended control enables end-

users to get the exact shape required for functional or aesthetic purposes, which demonstrates the use of 

blending as a complex modeling technique beyond its historical role of simply rounding off model 

edges. Blending enhancements allow you to: 

 More easily control the profile of G2 face blends by providing constant depth and skew values 
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 Define variable radius edge blend parameters over a chain of edges – in addition to edge by edge 

– to give a smoother result 

Surfacing 

Parasolid v27.1 enhancements give more flexibility to reach the desired design results within an 

operation, which eliminates multiple operations. The surfacing enhancements allow you to: 

 Replace sharp mitred corners created by sweeping a profile along a sharp non-G1 path with 

rounded corners 

 Align parameterization of extruded surfaces with the extrude direction 

 Optimize parameterization of the new face when replacing a set of faces with a single face 

 Sweep a profile along a path with the option to extend the path beyond one or more faces used to 

lock the profile 

 Sweep a solid tool along a path and specify that a face or set of faces of the tool are unimportant 

to the result and that their precise sweep should be replaced by a simpler capping surface 

Modeling Support 

Parasolid v27.1 includes changes to existing functionality to assist detailed modeling in fewer steps. 

Parasolid v27.1 modeling support enhancements allow you to: 

 Imprint a set of curves that are coincident with a face as a group, which improves performance 

and robustness 

 Imprint a curve onto faces of a body with greater influence by controlling how to imprint onto 

hidden faces 

Platform Support 

In response to customer requests, Parasolid v27.1 and Bodyshop v27.1 for Microsoft Windows are now 

compliant with the Microsoft Security Development Lifecycle, which is a set of standards designed to 

reduce incidences of security vulnerabilities in software. This is a precautionary platform security 

enhancement as there are no reports of security vulnerabilities in these libraries. 
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SkySync now Integrates with Autodesk BIM 360 Field 

17 December 2014 

 

Portal Architects, Inc., the creators of SkySync, are pleased to announce an Autodesk Developer 

Network Partnership that will enable Autodesk customers to integrate virtually any Cloud and/or on-site 

storage system with multiple Autodesk platforms. 
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Portal Architects, Inc. has already delivered its first Autodesk platform connector which enables 

SkySync to integrate closely with Autodesk’s BIM 360 Field. Additional connectors are in the works for 

Autodesk’s BIM 360 Glue, Vault and Buzzsaw platforms. 

Joe Lombardi and his team at Shawmut Construction are using SkySync’s BIM 360 Field connector to 

fully synchronize their existing cloud storage system with Autodesk’s platform. 

“What SkySync does is take one of the industry’s most powerful tools; Autodesk BIM 360, and provides 

the ability to distribute data faster and more efficiently,” Lombardi said. “The bottom line is SkySync 

makes BIM 360 even more valuable to an organization like Shawmut.” This same level of functionality 

will soon be extended to Autodesk’s BIM 360 Glue and Vault users as well. 

Mark Brazeau, co-founder and CEO of Portal Architects, said, “Delivering BIM 360 Field integration is 

merely the first step of our growing relationship. In the near future, we will be developing additional 

connectors for Autodesk Glue® as well as Vault®, providing the Autodesk community the uncanny 

ability to bi-directionally sync or move files externally as well as across the Autodesk product family.” 

“SkySync extends the reach of our BIM 360™ Platform. It helps satisfy a growing need for businesses 

to synchronize collaboration tools with their existing storage systems and increase their efficiency,” said 

Stacy Scopano, Senior Industry Manager of Building Construction at Autodesk. “We are excited to 

continue to work with Portal Architects to expand these capabilities to other Autodesk products.” 
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ZWCAD Architecture 2015 Official Release: Specialized Architectural Enhancements to Gain 

Immediate Productivity  

17 December 2014 

 

ZWCAD Design today officially released its architecture specified product ZWCAD Architecture 2015. 

This new version has specialized enhancements like Layer Wall and integrated Google Earth for 

architecture, enabling architects to gain immediate productivity and pushing their architecture design to 

a higher level. 

Create Multi-layered Walls  

In Europe and other parts of the world with fluctuating temperatures, walls are designed with multiple 

layers to adapt to this condition.  

To allow designers to illustrate this, ZWCAD Architecture 2015 supports layer wall, in order to aid in 

the creation of a multi-layer wall. Users can also define the property of the wall and customize the 

baseline, strength, width and other factors of multiple layers. This simplification means that users can 

spend time exploring other possibilities within their design.  

Experience Your Design in the Real World  

For architects, a tricky problem is that they often find it hard to define whether their designs fit in the 

real geographic environment. It is extremely tedious to constantly go to the real spot to find out the 

result. ZWCAD Design realizes this problem and integrates Google Earth in ZWCAD+ 2015. Simply 

import any Google Earth snapshot and designers can visualize and simulate their ideas digitally with 

Google Earth. They can easily review the final result and experience their design in the real world before 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.skysync.com%2Fautodesk&esheet=51003864&newsitemid=20141217005021&lan=en-US&anchor=integrate+closely+with+Autodesk%27s+BIM+360+Field.&index=1&md5=7fe7734a645c39c3f668288236b696d8
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.skysync.com%2Fblog%2Fshawmut&esheet=51003864&newsitemid=20141217005021&lan=en-US&anchor=synchronize+their+existing+cloud+storage+system+with+Autodesk%27s+platform&index=2&md5=cb772b9aaf9648c05e88b0763533b412
http://www.zwsoft.com/zwcad/
http://www.zwsoft.com/zwcad/zwcad_architecture/
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the project is built.  
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ZWCAD Touch Rebranded as CAD Pockets with New Breakthroughs 

17 December 2014 

 

ZWCAD Design today officially announced the second generation of its mobile solution product and 

gave it a brand new name CAD Pockets to intuitively deliver its value. The new CAD Pockets made 

major breakthroughs in input and output, confidentiality, and most importantly drawing and editing 

functionality. Currently the new features are only available for iOS devices, while the Android version 

will come soon. 

Omni-functional Mobile CAD Solution 

“Mobile CAD has long been used as a viewer instead of an effective design program, due to the 

insufficient features,” said Daniel Huang, Product Manager of ZWCAD, “With increasing popularity of 

mobile devices, a CAD solution that includes relatively complete features for basic design becomes 

necessary. CAD Pockets not only allows designers to work anywhere they would like but also enables 

them to do more.” 

More than a viewer  

1. Create New Drawing: Unlike other CAD solutions, CAD Pockets is more than a viewer and 

enables designers to start their design from scratch.  

2. Grid Editing: By easily capturing and editing a single osnap point or even multiple ones, it 

improves efficiency. 

3. Advanced Layer Management: Efficiently creating a new layer, switching from the current 

layers and freely changing layer color and name from mobile devices. 

4. Enhanced Block Feature:  Getting rid of low-effective insertion of frequently-used drawings and 

turning attribute editing of attribute block in mobile CAD into reality. 

Better collaboration 

1. Great file compatibility: Supporting DWF and DXF formats and converting DWG to DWF and 

PDF formats  

2. Optimized visual experience: With updated interface, users can preview thumbnail drawings to 

enjoy design more visually. 

3. Optimized sharing: Users can lock design and limit it to those they want to share with, or insert a 

picture with local sourcing and share it with AirDrop. 
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