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CIMdata News 
CIMdata to Host Free Webinar on Ensuring the Dependability of Smart Connected Products 
11 May 2016 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic management consulting and research firm, announces 
an upcoming free educational webinar, “Ensuring the Dependability of Smart Connected Products.” The 
webinar will take place on June 23, 2016 at 11:00 a.m. (EDT) and will propose a road map that connects 
commonly used tools in reliability engineering with systems engineering processes, including a formal 
knowledge management system, to improve the dependability of complex, software-intensive products, 
and product-systems.  
According to the webinar host, CIMdata’s Director for the Quality & Reliability Engineering Practice, 
Dr. Venkatesh "Venki" Agaram, “With the ever increasing application of IoT, sensors, communication 
devices, and artificial intelligence, the intricacies of the information flow in products and product 
systems renders upfront design, taking into account failure modes and robustness, extremely difficult to 
achieve. Consequently, the integration of quality & reliability engineering tools with systems 
engineering becomes critical. However, such integrated solutions are not readily available from software 
providers today, but they are earnestly needed.” 
Dr. Agaram has more than 35 years of experience spanning research & development, virtual 
engineering, reliability of simulations, complex materials systems, controlled mechanical systems, 
design for six sigma, structured innovation, innovation culture enhancement, regulatory compliance, 
recall mitigation, process modeling, market strategy, business transformation, and business 
development. At CIMdata, Dr. Agaram leads the effort to transform industry practices that would result 
in a more effective association between knowledge management and quality & reliability engineering, to 
improve the robustness of smart connected products and processes.  
The webinar will be an hour long and those attending will learn about: the relationship between 
reliability engineering tools and systems engineering technical processes, the interoperability needs of 
diverse systems engineering and reliability engineering software tools, the knowledge management 
needs of quality and reliability engineering for delivering dependable, smart connected products, and 
about the business opportunity at the intersect of systems engineering, reliability engineering, and 
knowledge management. 
The webinar will be useful to systems engineers, systems engineering managers, reliability engineers, 
reliability engineering managers, IT Leadership responsible for product development tools and systems, 
product managers and consultants from software solutions providers and system Integrators, and anyone 
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who wants to learn more about quality management. 
During the webinar attendees will have the opportunity to ask questions about the topics discussed. To 
find out more, visit: http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/educational-webinars/webinar-ensuring-the-
dependability-of-smart-connected-products. To register for the webinar 
visit: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7453683156976420610  
About CIMdata 

CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize 
an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 
Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered 
world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods on PLM solutions. These solutions 
incorporate both business processes and a wide-ranging set of PLM-enabling technologies. 
CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and providers of technologies and services seeking 
competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, 
provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The 
company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences 
worldwide. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia- 
Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website at www.CIMdata.com, follow us on 
Twitter: http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews, or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann 
Arbor, MI 48108, USA, Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV 
Weert, The Netherlands, Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Kubotek’s New KCM Geometry Kernel: a CIMdata Commentary 
11 May 2016 

Key takeaways: 

• Kubotek Creation Engineering launches a new 3D geometry kernel, the KCM Modeler 

• Each object in the KCM modeler carries its own precision for better computational speed and 
accuracy 

• Kubotek USA’s Key Creator will be released using the KCM kernel 

Kubotek Creation Engineering, a Division of Kubotek Corporation announced the availability of a new 
3D geometry kernel, the KCM Modeler.1 Most readers will be familiar with Key Creator, the 3D direct 
modeling CAD solution from Kubotek USA, a subsidiary of Kubotek Creation Engineering.2 A 
geometry kernel underpins the 3D modeling capabilities of a typical CAD solution. The introduction of 
the new KCM kernel was accompanied by claims that it “supercharges compute intensive 3D modeling 
applications” and that it “solves the decades long CAD interoperability problem.”3 In discussions with 
Dr. Paul Stallings, Vice President of Development at Kubotek, and chief architect of the KCM modeler, 
CIMdata recognizes the expert technical attention given to these two issues, but must temper our 
position in that only time will tell how well KCM proves it has the maturity to solve the very difficult 
                                                 
1 For more information about the KCM modeler, see www.kcm3d.com . 
2  For information on Kubotek USA and Key Creator, see www.kubotek3d.com . 

3  http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20160407005079/en  

http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/educational-webinars/webinar-ensuring-the-dependability-of-smart-connected-products
http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/educational-webinars/webinar-ensuring-the-dependability-of-smart-connected-products
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7453683156976420610
http://www.cimdata.com/
http://www.kcm3d.com/
http://www.kubotek3d.com/
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20160407005079/en
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geometry problems put forth by end users. Other geometry kernels have taken years to mature. 
In addressing the performance issue, Dr. Stallings notes the age of the two most popular competing 
geometry kernels, ACIS and Parasolid, both of which were originally designed before multi-processing 
became the norm. ACIS is owned and developed by Spatial Corporation, a subsidiary of Dassault 
Systèmes, and Parasolid is owned and developed by Siemens PLM Software. Other competing modelers 
include CGM from Dassault Systèmes4 and the C3D kernel from the Russian Ascon Group.5 Dr. 
Stallings claims efforts to retrofit these kernels to allow for a multi-thread, multi-processing 
environment was done with mutexes, short for mutual exclusion objects.6 A mutex allows multiple 
program threads to access the same piece of data, but not simultaneously, by locking its access when one 
thread uses it. Doing so limits performance and does not scale well with processor parallelism. He states 
that the KCM modeler is implemented as mutex free and thread safe code. 
The interoperability issue is well known across the industry and a thorn in the side of many CAD users 
who must deal with multiple CAD solutions. Aside from any struggles with different native data 
formats, precision poses the biggest challenge when moving 3D geometry from one system to another. 
Often the precision of a geometric object created using one geometry kernel does not match that needed 
by another, and users experience gaps (holes) in the models or worse, the kernel will fail on the imported 
data. Many of the established geometry kernels have implemented what is called a “tolerant modeling” 
approach to solving such precision issues—if a geometric computation fails, the tolerance is loosened 
and the computation is run again. Such computations will recursively repeat until an answer is reached. 
While welcome that an answer is found, CIMdata has always seen such a solution as a brute force 
approach that weakens the precision across the entire breadth of the geometry involved in the 
computation. 
Dr. Stallings reports that in the KCM modeler every geometric object, be it surface or vertex, carries 
with it its own precision. The KCM algorithms then take into account each object’s precision during 
computations, providing a much finer quality of resulting geometry. He notes that such an approach is 
not 100% foolproof but that in cases where KCM cannot resolve a computation, it provides feedback on 
the point of failure. 
Dr. Stallings indicated that Kubotek USA’s Key Creator, which currently relies on the ACIS kernel, will 
soon be released based on the new KCM kernel. 
While CIMdata welcomes the launch of the new KCM modeler and what it offers application developers 
writing new solutions for the market, we do not see it making any immediate, major inroads with current 
solutions and their use of the more established kernels. Time will tell, however. As current modeling 
solutions continue to age and new ones emerge based on technology shifts such as the cloud, fresher 
implementations of geometry modeling will be in demand. The KCM modeler is positioned to take 
advantage of that future. 
About CIMdata 

CIMdata, an independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize an 
enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 
Product Lifecycle Management (PLM). CIMdata provides world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-
practice methods on PLM. CIMdata also offers research, subscription services, publications, and 
                                                 
4  http://www.spatial.com/products/cgm 
5  http://ascon.net/solutions/c3d_kernel/ 
6  http://www.webopedia.com/TERM/M/mutex.html  

http://www.webopedia.com/TERM/M/mutex.html
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education through international conferences. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website 
at http://www.CIMdata.com or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108, 
USA. Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV Weert, The 
Netherlands. Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Medical Device Innovation Expert, Mary Beth Privitera, to Present at CIMdata’s Innovation 
Engagement & Governance Workshop 
12 May 2016 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic management consulting and research firm, announces 
that Mary Beth Privitera, Director for the Medical Device Innovation and Entrepreneurship Program at 
the University of Cincinnati, will make a presentation at CIMdata’s Innovation Engagement & 
Governance workshop. This one-day workshop will take place on May 25 at The Biltmore Hotel & 
Suites in Santa Clara, California. 

Designing medical devices with a focus on human factors is critical to addressing the needs of medical 
professionals in their work environment. In this presentation, Mary Beth Privitera will share how the use 
of observational research, otherwise known as contextual inquiry, is leading to more innovative 
solutions for medical professionals. She will draw on case studies and focused research to demonstrate 
the differences in design approach, current opinions found in industry, best practices, and the practical 
challenges of involving users in the front end of the design process. 
Mary Beth Privitera has worked in the medical device industry since 1988 and is widely known as an 
expert in the application of human factors in medical product design. She is an Associate Professor at 
the University of Cincinnati and works collaboratively between the Colleges of Medicine, Engineering, 
and Design. Currently, she is the Director of the Medical Device Innovation and Entrepreneurship 
Program at the University of Cincinnati. This program collaborates with the medical device industry in 
order to conduct early stage contextual inquiry, device optimization, and usability testing, with a focus 
on translating research efforts into viable product development opportunities. She has been published in 
the area of medical device development and most recently authored a book titled “Contextual Inquiry for 
Medical Device Design.” 
CIMdata’s Innovation Engagement & Governance Workshop is the must-attend event for those 
interested in innovation engagement and governance. It will provide attendees with independent 
experiences shared by industrial companies and a collaborative networking environment where ideas, 
trends, experiences, and relationships critical to the industry germinate and take root.  
For more information, visit: http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/knowledge-council-
workshops/innovation-workshop-2016 

About CIMdata 
CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize 
an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 
Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered 
world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods on PLM solutions. These solutions 
incorporate both business processes and a wide-ranging set of PLM-enabling technologies. 
CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and providers of technologies and services seeking 

http://www.cimdata.com/
http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/knowledge-council-workshops/innovation-workshop-2016
http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/knowledge-council-workshops/innovation-workshop-2016
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competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, 
provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The 
company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences 
worldwide. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia-
Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website, www.CIMdata.com; follow us on 
Twitter at http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews ; or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, 
Ann Arbor, MI 48108, USA; Tel: +1 734.668.9922; Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 
CV Weert, The Netherlands, Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Oracle’s PLM Cloud Connects Product Master Data from Ideation to Commercialization: a CIMdata 
Commentary 
10 May 2016 

Key takeaways:  

• Oracle PLM manages the creation, maintenance, and governance of the Common Product Model 
which includes the complete definition of a product or item end to end from ideation to 
commercialization and extends that definition to include all the operational attributes and 
constructs needed for to support ERP, SCM, and CRM 

• PLM Cloud provides flexible entry to managing product data in the cloud through innovation, 
development, and commercialization 

• PLM Cloud enables social product development by connecting social input to product definition 
for long term traceability 

• A common product approach enables data harmonization across PLM, ERP, and SCM 
More than ever, there is a heavy emphasis on innovation and ideation within product development 
companies. There is fresh energy around entrepreneurship and empowering collaborative innovation. 
From Kickstarters to the well-established, everyone is looking at how to redefine products and services 
with outside-the-box thinking. Yet capturing ideas, sharing ideas, and qualifying ideas in order to create 
new products is increasingly challenging without the proper tools to help convert those ideas into 
products. With Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) Cloud, Oracle has made significant strides in 
connecting innovation to the ultimate product commercialization. 
The challenge today is that innovation is no longer happening on a napkin at a restaurant by co-located 
personnel. Instead, innovation is happening in the social medium across global boundaries, in essentially 
a text-based stream of consciousness. The ability to capture, retain, and execute on this information is 
often lost or fails to be seen by decision makers.  
When innovative ideas are captured, there are assumptions about the underlying requirements, the 
consumers, the end use, and so on. As design is undertaken, those assumptions are often lost in over-the-
wall communications. Oracle’s solutions are focused upon eliminating those disconnects first and 
foremost by assuring that the defining data is carried cleanly and consistently through each 
communication boundary.  
Oracle’s new PLM Cloud is a suite of solutions that provides a single integrated product record across 
the three domains of a modern product value chain as defined by Oracle: Innovate, Develop, and 

http://www.cimdata.com/
http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews
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Commercialize. The PLM Cloud solutions are intended to enable an organization to transform 
fragmented product development processes into an information-driven product value chains with global, 
360-degree visibility into product information, real-time embedded analytics, and social cross-functional 
collaboration across the entire product network. 
Cloud PLM takes a systematic approach to managing the entire lifecycle of a product: from selecting 
and translating the best ideas, requirements, and concepts into development portfolios and projects, 
through to the product development and release process, and into the supply chain and sales 
commercialization processes. The solution suite is built on an integrated platform designed to rapidly 
innovate, develop, and commercialize profitable products and includes Oracle’s Innovation 
Management, Product Development, Project Portfolio Management, and Product Hub Cloud solutions. 
This matches well with CIMdata’s product innovation platform concept. 
Cloud PLM contains three threads which can be used together or stand alone as modules. One of the 
three threads is Innovation Management, where ideation, social collaboration, and requirements capture 
take place. Using a well-defined product development funnel process, Innovation Management 
embraces a “social” mode for product development that enables collaboration and ideation that can 
involve customers and partners. Ideas, business cases, and requirements remain linked with the 
discussion threads for long term traceability and validation. The second thread is Project Portfolio 
Management developed with the combined expertise of Oracle’s Agile PLM, ERP, and Primavera 
teams, providing integrated project and task management, again in a social-enabled context. The third 
thread of Product Development Cloud (PD) is where the foundational items, BOMs, and change 
management functions are handled. Innovation Management Cloud is tightly connected to both PD and 
Agile A9, given that A9 is more mature than PD. Both PD and Agile A9 provide the work-in-progress 
activities, leveraging the social, traceability, and change-control that are so critical in the early stages of 
product development. BOMs can be leveraged from A9 through the integration, supporting product 
concept “what if” scenarios and design reuse. 
The threads of Oracle Cloud PLM are tied together using Oracle Product Hub cloud. Product Hub cloud 
integrates the data via a common product model. This supports the principles of a master data 
management approach for creating the item and product definitions. By having a common product 
model from the outset of the product development process, data quality and data integrity are established 
earlier in the product lifecycle. Leveraging supply chain in PD means that the supplier master data is 
incorporated from the outset, and global considerations with product sourcing and compliance are 
captured within the single common product model. Customers are then able to populate Oracle Cloud 
PLM from multiple sources to harmonize and cleanse data through incremental updating and validating 
of the data accuracy. Customers can avoid rekeying data entries, and even if the customer is using ERP 
platforms other than Oracle’s, the common product model will still allow for a comprehensive and 
consistent product definition rather than one that has bits and pieces of the product definition residing in 
different and disconnected systems. This integrated, cross-lifecycle product model is critical to 
supporting innovation. 
There are several architectural features that distinguish Oracle’s approach to the cloud from some of the 
other cloud PLM solution provider offerings. Oracle Cloud PLM is maintained on Oracle-owned, 
secured, and operated platforms, as opposed to some other solution providers who are leveraging Azure 
or Amazon Web Services. In addition, Oracle maintains a single architectural environment allowing 
maintenance updates on a regular basis, while keeping data instances isolated for each customer. 
CIMdata believes that by focusing on the architectural savings for the customer, the flexibility needed 
by the customer for configuration and processes should be more evident than with a single-instanced 
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solution. This single architecture, multi-instanced approach makes it easier to facilitate the specific data 
and software compliance requirements such as FDA, ITAR, or Import/Export control of given 
customers. However, at the time of this commentary, those compliance components are addressed on a 
services basis for each customer, not as standard offerings.  
In conclusion, Oracle PLM Cloud provides an integrated approach for managing innovation, design, 
development, and commercialization in the cloud using a common product model and a fully integrated 
set of applications spanning ideation to commercialization. In doing so, Oracle is enabling companies to 
maintain high traceability from concept to manufacturing. By providing a cloud architecture that isolates 
customer data, Oracle offers greater flexibility to the customer by embedding ITAR and Import/Export 
controls, something many cloud PLM offerings cannot support. With the flexible path of adoption of 
Oracle’s PLM Cloud, CIMdata believes that customers can leverage the capabilities most needed to 
achieve their goals, and have confidence that the data model will be consistent both upstream and 
downstream to support product definition.  
CIMdata views Oracle as not only providing a cloud-based PLM environment, but a combination of 
practices and a cloud road map that targets the product definitions associated with work in process 
(WIP). By giving customers a path that fosters innovation through Innovation Management and the 
ability to connect with existing Agile platforms, data integrity can be maintained as their customers 
evolve into a meaningful adoption of cloud. For customers who need a better front end to the 
engineering side of PLM usage, Oracle’s PLM Cloud closes the gaps between Innovation Management 
and Agile 9. We look forward to seeing how PLM Cloud is enhanced and adopted by customers in the 
future. 

About CIMdata 
CIMdata, an independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize an 
enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 
Product Lifecycle Management (PLM). CIMdata provides world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-
practice methods on PLM. CIMdata also offers research, subscription services, publications, and 
education through international conferences. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website 
at http://www.CIMdata.com or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108, 
USA. Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV Weert, The 
Netherlands. Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 
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Wipro Unites Software Development with PLM: a CIMdata Commentary 
12 May 2016 

Key takeaways: 

• Software increasingly has become the technology differentiator in today’s complex products—
without integrating software into the product development process, product launches can become 
market failures 

• Integrated Product Development Lifecycle should be tool agnostic and able to use existing 
installed toolsets that are already in production, rather than requiring a rip-and-replace approach 

• Wipro has developed an holistic and product agnostic framework uniting software development 

http://www.cimdata.com/
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into PLM 
Over the last few decades, manufactured products have become increasingly “smart,” driving growth in 
the level of embedded electronics and software. The ubiquity of Internet access and the availability of 
cheap sensors and computing power make it easy to connect these smart products to drive new value for 
customers, enable innovative business models, and help manufacturing companies learn how their 
products are actually used and perform in the field. 
Based on CIMdata’s consulting experience, many industrial companies are still struggling to adopt the 
technologies and processes necessary to make smart, connected products. Traditionally, PLM has been 
more focused on the mechanical elements of a product with software development running a parallel, 
disjointed process, shown in Figure 1. As products became smart, the embedded software was developed 
using other tools, sometimes licensed, but often open source. That software routinely became part of the 
bill of material (BOM) by attaching a .zip or .tar archive to the mechanically oriented BOM. Just as 
PLM evolved from authoring tools and data and process management, tools for software development 
evolved to support authoring, configuration management, change management, workflow, and other 
capabilities under the application lifecycle management (ALM) umbrella.  
All the while, software has become an increasingly critical component in today’s complex products. 
Today’s automobile contains embedded systems with millions of lines of software code, more complex 
than even fighter jets. And yet, without integrating software into the PLM process, software failures are 
becoming more and more common. In recent years, software has been responsible for nearly 20% of 
product recalls costing firm’s profitability, market share, and even business failure. 
To improve the level of integration of processes and artifacts, many leading PLM solution providers 
joined hands with software tools companies. However, this approach will take years before new 
software releases become available and are subsequently integrated and introduced into production at 
industrial firms. A solution that works with currently deployed systems is needed.  
As a leading PLM system integrator, Wipro has addressed this need. Building on their alliances with 
major ALM and PLM providers, Wipro has developed an integrated solution that brings software 
development into the overall PLM process. This tool-agnostic approach is based upon the use of OSLC 
(Open Services for Lifecycle Collaboration) for integration with major ALM providers, linking them 
with major PLM tools, using interfaces that are currently deployed and in production at industrial firms. 
Since the Wipro solution layers on top of current PLM systems (as shown in figure 2), firms receive the 
benefits of integrated software development with the PLM systems much sooner. 
CIMdata believes that integrating software and product development processes is a critical factor to 
ensure product success. When this is properly done, organizations benefit from: 

• Leveraging current investments—Integrating many lifecycle tools without extensive effort 

• Providing a single source of truth—Linked Data enables data integrity, data traceability, and 
process consistency across all product definition information 

• Improving productivity—Enablement of Continuous Integration/Continuous Delivery (CI/CD)  

• Having an integrated solution that is tool agnostic, means these benefits are available in the near 
term, not years from now. Wipro is a global PLM solution provider that can make this vision 
happen.  

About CIMdata 
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CIMdata, an independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize an 
enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 
Product Lifecycle Management (PLM). CIMdata provides world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-
practice methods on PLM. CIMdata also offers research, subscription services, publications, and 
education through international conferences. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website 
at http://www.CIMdata.com or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108, 
USA. Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV Weert, The 
Netherlands. Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 
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Acquisitions 
Altair Acquires CEDRAT S.A., Expanding Electromagnetics Software Portfolio 
10 May 2016 

Altair has completed the acquisition of CEDRAT S.A. and its New York-based wholly-owned 
subsidiary, Magsoft Corporation, expanding the electromagnetic and thermal simulation capabilities of 
its HyperWorks® CAE portfolio. With over 35 years of experience in electrical engineering, CEDRAT 
is a leader in the field of simulating low frequency electromagnetics for electric motor design. Based in 
Grenoble, France, they are a top tier technology company in the electromagnetics software space, 
developing and applying simulation software used by manufacturers to accelerate the development of 
reliable and optimized solutions for electric and electromagnetic devices such as motors, transformers, 
actuators, sensors, heat treatment processes, transmission lines, EMC, arc chambers and 
superconductivity applications. 
"Complementing the Altair HyperWorks simulation software suite with our solutions dedicated to 
electromagnetism, we are joining forces with a leader and now have access to new technologies and 
resources to help us offer more to users in this ever-accelerating world. By joining the Altair team, we 
will bring the electromagnetic expertise that has made our reputation over time, and allow us to meet 
new challenges and explore new, and so far inaccessible, horizons," said Vincent Leconte, Technical 
Director, CEDRAT. 
The addition of Flux, the leading software for electromagnetic and thermal simulation, enhances 
Altair's electromagnetic simulation offering by addressing lower frequency simulation requirements. As 
more and more customers are embracing the synergy between mechanical, thermal, fluid dynamics and 
electromagnetic simulations in their design process, it will provide complex solutions for finite element 
software applications used for electromagnetic and thermal physics simulations while creating an 
opportunity for new product development as well as integration for key industry verticals. 
The acquisition of CEDRAT and its Flux technology adds to Altair's broad software coverage and 
domain expertise to support Internet of Things (IoT) and the rapidly growing EM market.  CEDRAT 
follows Altair's prior acquisitions of FEKO® high-frequency electromagnetics technology in 2014, and 
most recently WinProp™ wave propagation and radio network planning software.  These strategic 
acquisitions in combination with our technology development have placed Altair on an accelerated 
growth path in the EM space. 
James R. Scapa, Altair's Founder, Chairman and CEO, notes that, "With the application of 
communication and controls to everything from personal devices, appliances, lighting, and buildings to 

http://www.cimdata.com/
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connected and autonomous vehicles, the ability to simulate and optimize these systems for performance, 
usability and resource management is a key driver in their design.  We will continue to invest in both our 
people and technology roadmap to deliver the most relevant simulation-driven design solutions to 
support IoT now and into the future." 

Click here to return to Contents 

Infor Announces Acquisition of Merit Globe AS 
12 May 2016 

Infor today announced the acquisition of Merit Globe AS (Merit), a leading provider of consulting 
services for Infor M3 across Europe. Merit brings approximately 240 seasoned consultants with decades 
of experience on Infor M3 to expand and enhance Infor Services in Europe. Infor will also leverage best-
practices and technology developed by Merit to deliver proactive services to customers, detecting and 
resolving issues before customers have experienced any business disruption. 
"Earlier this year we brought our consulting, support, and cloud operations into one group, Infor 
Services, to deliver an improved and more cohesive customer experience in the cloud era. As our 
projects get larger, move beyond edge applications, and address mission critical industry processes, 
Infor is investing in deployment and customer service," said Charles Phillips, CEO of Infor. "The 
acquisition of Merit will bring a talented and experienced team to help meet growing demand for Infor 
M3, an enterprise resource platform (ERP) for equipment, fashion, and process industries which has 
experienced accelerated growth over the last three years." 
Based in Norway, Merit is a leading consulting firm specializing in Infor M3 with approximately 250 
employees and more than 500 customers in 18 countries. Merit will remain a dedicated business unit 
within Infor Services, with Erik Outzen, CEO of Merit, continuing to lead the business unit and 
reporting to Darren Saumur, global head of Infor Services. 
"Since we were founded more than 12 years ago, Merit has grown to be one of the largest consulting 
firms dedicated to Infor products and regarded by our more than 500 customers for delivering unrivaled 
service," said Erik Outzen, CEO of Merit Globe AS. "Because our business has been dedicated to Infor 
M3, we have witnessed first-hand the transformation of Infor into the world's first industry cloud 
company. We are inspired by the cutting-edge design coming out of Infor's in-house creative agency, 
Hook & Loop, and the groundbreaking application of data science and machine learning from Infor 
Dynamic Science Labs. We are thrilled to be joining such an innovative team." 
The acquisition closed today, and the terms are not being disclosed. 

Click here to return to Contents 

SOLIZE Group Completes Acquisition of CSM Software 
9 May 2016  

SOLIZE Group (Headquarters: Tokyo, Japan; President & CEO: Tatsunori Furukawa) acquired, on 6th 
May, the full ownership of CSM Software India Private Limited (Headquarters: Bangalore, India) and 
CSM Software USA LLC (Headquarters: Livonia, MI, USA), hereafter collectively referred as CSM 
Group. 
CSM Group, established in 1992, is a leading Engineering Service Outsourcing (ESO) group and 
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provides high technology engineering services globally in USA and Europe with a major engineering 
stronghold in Bangalore, India. Serving Automobile OEMs and Tier 1 Suppliers as well as Aerospace 
industries, CSM Group has specialty in product engineering such as Body-In-White, Passenger Cabin, 
Aircraft Structures, Fixture, etc and in analysis technology such as NVH, Durability, Crash, CFD, etc. 
CSM Group provides software distribution and maintenance services in India related to CAE and PLM 
to major companies in wide-ranged industries and public sectors. 
SOLIZE Group is a leading engineering and consultancy group in the field of product development for 
various industries covering product design, analysis, prototyping and tooling. Having approximately 
1,000 product design engineers for its major clients in Automobile industry, SOLIZE Group has been 
expanding its business in the area of 3D-CAD based product design and, recently with increasing 
development demand, of MBD (Model Based Development). SOLIZE Group is strongly leading Global 
Engineering Company strategy and now has its operations in Japan, China, India, UK and US. SOLIZE 
Group also emphasizes its mission of “Engineering Wisdom and Technology” and has inaugurated 
Global Engineering Centre – Yamato in Yamato-city, Kanagawa pref., Japan as the global stronghold of 
development of Technology and Engineer. 
SOLIZE Group enters a new stage of growth through the acquisition and even more contributes to the 
client industries in the further buildup of global product development by wider coverage of global 
regions, through broad spectrum of technology and with highly professional engineers. The addition of 
CSM Group will provide SOLIZE Group with greater scale and more opportunities in the acceleration 
of multi-polarity of development support framework and of multi-nationality of engineers by integrating 
both groups’ technological competence and highly professional engineers, and will strengthen the 
company’s considerable technological capabilities and high-quality services. 
SOLIZE Group will continue the growth of the global business towards the global clients’ expectations 
and satisfactions for the enhancement of product development and development framework. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Company News 
Atos Signs Exclusive Three-Year Agreement with ClickFox to Leverage Its Advanced Journey 
Analytics Platform 
10 May 2016 

ClickFox and Atos have announced an exclusive three-year partnership to deliver an industry first-of-its-
kind journey approach in digital automation for infrastructure & data management to more than two 
thousand companies. 
Atos selected ClickFox, and their advanced journey analytics platform for their innovation and 
specialized journey science capabilities. The unique Service Intelligence & Analytics capabilities will 
drive meaningful process improvements, performance transparency and efficiency related cost savings. 
This is made possible through the analysis and optimization of a service desk ticket's life-cycle journey, 
from first being opened through post resolution survey, including all of the detailed events in between. 
"This forward-thinking partnership provides another level of innovation to our new Service Intelligence 
and Analytics offering and digital transformation vision. It lays the foundation for future automated 
technologies to quickly advance next-generation products for our clients," said Michel-Alain Proch, 
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Group Senior Executive Vice President, CEO North American Operations at Atos. "This unique and 
groundbreaking approach also enables businesses to quickly identify where to automate for the best 
results." 
By integrating ClickFox within its managed services business, Atos is able to collect and analyze data 
across its entire global operations from any system (e.g. service desk platforms such as ServiceNow & 
Remedy). These digital service 'journeys' provide visibility into previously obscure operational 
performance dynamics, and thus allows Atos to prescriptively reengineer and automate procedures that 
deliver maximum impact for its customer base. 
"The Atos and ClickFox joint go-to-market strategy enables a scalable journey analytic platform for 
their 2,200+ clients to leverage common use cases across their own data," said Marco Pacelli, ClickFox 
CEO. "Atos will leap ahead of its competition by applying advanced data connectivity and journey 
analytics to its Big Data environments." 

Click here to return to Contents 

CCE's Free Multi-CAD Viewer, EnSuite-View, Widely Used as a BOM Tool 
9 May 2016 

CCE, a leading provider in advanced interoperability technology and engineering services, has found 
that the BOM tool, in EnSuite-View, has sparked a huge interest, making it one of the most widely-used 
tools by avid users. 
The BOM tool, in EnSuite-View, can be used to view the bill of materials within assemblies and 
displays the following information: 

• All unique parts, with number of occurrences in the assembly, and their metadata. 

• Any unique part, as well as all the transformations of that part available within the assembly. 

Many different operations can be performed while using the BOM tool, including: 

• A sub-assembly can be marked as a purchased item in order to ignore the parts available under 
that particular sub-assembly from the BOM. 

• The BOM can be exported to HTML and XLS formats. 

• Any component, listed in the BOM table, can be opened. 

• Assembly structure can be shown with indentations. 
EnSuite-View is a free and easy-to-use software that allows users to view all major CAD formats 
(CATIA, NX, SOLIDWORKS, Creo, Autodesk Inventor, Solid Edge, Rhinoceros, Parasolid, ACIS, 
IGES, STEP, JT, VDA, SketchUp, and Adobe 3D PDF), as well as neutral formats, without requiring a 
license of any CAD system. EnSuite-View also features advanced productivity tools, which allow users 
to analyze models and assemblies. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Ground-Breaking Materialise Fashion Collaborations Included at the Metropolitan Museum of Art 
10 May 2016 
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The Metropolitan Museum of Art’s Costume Institute spring 2016 exhibition, Manus x Machina: 
Fashion in an Age of Technology, officially opened last week on the 5th of May. It explores how 
designers are reconciling the handmade with the machine-made in fashion, and among the machine-
made creations are numerous pieces resulting from collaborations between Materialise and Iris van 
Herpen with Julia Koerner and Daniel Widrig, as well as threeASFOUR with Bradley Rothenberg. 
According to Materialise’s Creative Director, Joris Debo, “The key to truly innovative 3D printed 
fashion is not the printing process itself, but the co-creative process that proceeds the print. With each 
fashion collaboration undertaken, we increasingly come to appreciate that it is through bringing together 
individual strengths – the fashion designer for creative concepts, an architect for creative 
implementation, and Materialise for 3D printing expertise and software – that concepts are formed into 
inspiring and unique pieces ready to go down the catwalk. The inclusion of several designs resulting 
from this process in Manus x Machina is a confirmation of the success of co-creation.” 
He continued, “With each collaboration, we continually explore how to add value through 3D Printing, 
not just aesthetically, but functionally. From the hard, structural designs originally produced, we have 
moved towards increasingly more flexible and wearable fashion. This work has also moved beyond the 
catwalk, with the past year in particular also seeing collaborations between Materialise and leading 
footwear and eyewear brands. The shared goal of these projects has been to improve upon the 
functionality of existing insoles, shoes, and glasses respectively, with the aim of enhancing the customer 
experience for a broader public.” 
Curator in Charge of The Costume Institute, Andrew Bolton, had this to say about this year’s 
exhibition, “Traditionally, the distinction between the haute couture and prêt-à-porter was based on the 
handmade and the machine-made, but recently this distinction has become increasingly blurred as both 
disciplines have embraced the practices and techniques of the other. Manus x Machina will challenge the 
conventions of the hand/machine dichotomy and propose a new paradigm germane to our age of 
technology.” 
Manus x Machina: Fashion in an Age of Technology features more than 170 examples of haute couture 
and avant-garde ready-to-wear, dating from the early 20th century to the present. The exhibition can be 
found in in the Museum’s Robert Lehman Wing, and is on view from May 5 through August 14. 

Click here to return to Contents 

IronCAD Implements Download Manager Technology 
12 May 2016 

IronCAD, LLC announced that effective immediately all IronCAD product versions 2016 and higher 
will now be using new download manager technology. This is to improve the speed and reliability of 
downloads and to simply the install process ensuring a higher quality user experience. 
IronCAD in partnering with Akamai and Solid State Networks, has developed a new download system 
for delivering their software solutions and content. Previously, users had to download IronCAD via a 
web browser, which given the large size of the download, may be cancelled due to time constraints or a 
dropped internet connection. With this new partnership and download manager, users simply download 
a small 2 MB download manager that requires no installation and runs the application. Once launched, 
the download manager will begin the download process delivering the IronCAD software from Akamai's 
global content delivery network. Users can download the entire application, pause, even cancel and then 
resume at a later. Once the download is complete, the IronCAD software will begin the install process 
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automatically. 
"We wanted to ensure that customers and new prospects have a positive experience downloading and 
installing our industry leading design solutions," commented Cary O'Connor, IronCAD's VP of 
Marketing. "By partnering with Akamai and Solid State Networks we have taken the appropriate steps 
to realizing this." 

Click here to return to Contents 

Mentor Graphics Valor Production Plan Tool Achieves SAP Certification as Powered by SAP 
NetWeaver  
10 May 2016 

Mentor Graphics Corporation today announced that its Valor® Production Plan software has been 
certified by SAP as powered by the SAP® NetWeaver® technology platform. The integration of the 
Valor Production Plan tool with SAP NetWeaver streamlines PCB assembly planning, including surface 
mount technology (SMT), manual assembly and test, helping to improve manufacturing efficiency and 
reduce operational cost. The Valor Production Plan solution can add finite printed circuit board (PCB) 
production planning to the SAP® ERP application.  
 
The SAP Integration and Certification Center (SAP ICC) has certified that Valor Production Plan 
integrates as a content package of SAP Process Integration technology (version 7.4) to exchange critical 
data with instances of SAP Business Suite software. As part of this certification, the Valor Production 
Plan software has demonstrated capabilities to exchange bill of material, work/purchase order and 
material availability check between SAP ERP 6.0 and Valor Production Plan. The SAP certification 
helps Mentor customers to quickly and easily integrate Valor Production Plan software into SAP 
solutions. This benefits customers by improving the interoperability of the Valor Production Plan tool 
with SAP applications and with the large ecosystem of solutions that run on SAP NetWeaver. Choosing 
an SAP-certified solution can also help reduce overall IT investment costs and risks. 
 
The Valor Production Plan product increases manufacturing capacity and productivity by minimizing 
line downtime and product changeover. With increased product mix, lot size reductions, and short 
lifecycles, the Valor Production Plan tool is critical for electronics assembly manufacturing. This is an 
optimum, single solution for long-, medium- and short-term planning which improves on-time delivery 
with reduced capital expenditure.  
 
“SAP certification is one of the most popular technology certifications recognized in the industry. This 
is a further validation of the strength of our solution,” stated Dan Hoz, general manager of Mentor 
Graphics Valor Division. “The ability of our Valor tools to run on SAP NetWeaver and interoperate 
with other SAP NetWeaver–based solutions is highly beneficial to our global customers.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Optomec and Autodesk’s Delcam Enter into Global Sales Partnership for Advanced Software 
12 May 2016 

Optomec, a leading global supplier of production grade additive manufacturing systems for 3D printed 
electronics, and Delcam, an Autodesk company, one of the world's leading suppliers of advanced 
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CADCAM solutions for the manufacturing industry, have entered into a global sales partnership 
whereby Optomec will sell and support Delcam products in conjunction with sales of its Aerosol Jet 
systems for 3D printed electronics. 
Beginning in 2015, the companies commenced development activities to enhance Delcam’s 
FeatureCAM software to support Optomec’s Aerosol Jet five-axis system for 3D printed electronics. 
This collaboration brings together Delcam’s industry leading additive manufacturing software expertise 
with Optomec’s industry leading 3D printed electronic technology to address next generation electronics 
manufacturing challenges. The end result enables Delcam software to create additive five-axis tool paths 
that drive Aerosol Jet systems to print sensors, antennas and other functional electronics virtually 
anywhere onto mechanical structures maximizing design and manufacturing flexibility for a new 
generation of smart devices. This industry-leading collaboration builds upon the recent strategic 
investment Optomec received through Autodesk’s Spark Fund which supports ideas that push the 
boundaries of 3D printing. 
“Through this collaboration, Delcam and Optomec have developed and are delivering world-class, 
production ready additive manufacturing solutions to meet next generation printed electronic product 
challenges,” said Christian Briscoe, VP Western US Sales for Delcam. “We are excited about the 
possibilities.” 
“The core synergies between Delcam and Optomec will help us achieve more than we could if working 
independently," said Mike O’Reilly, Optomec – Director, Aerosol Jet Product Management. "Together, 
we are placing an emphasis on innovation and collaboration to solve next generation manufacturing 
challenges of smart devices for consumer electronics, automotive, medical and industrial internet of 
things (IoT) applications." 

Click here to return to Contents 

PTC and EPAM Partner to Deliver Vertical-Specific Internet of Things Solutions 
12 May 2016 

PTC today announced that EPAM Systems, Inc., a leading global provider of product development and 
software engineering solutions, will combine its extensive engineering and integration capabilities with 
PTC's industry-leading ThingWorx® Internet of Things (IoT) platform to build and offer IoT solutions 
across key verticals, including financial services, life sciences and healthcare, and retail and distribution. 
The rapid increase of IoT devices and the rise of data generated by these devices have led many 
businesses to look for solution providers that can provide cost-effective and easily adaptable IoT 
applications to fit their specific needs. ThingWorx and EPAM are partnering to develop vertical-focused 
IoT solutions for end customers in the areas of product development, data, and analytics. ThingWorx's 
open IoT platform and rapid application development capabilities will be used by EPAM to complement 
its full end-to-end IoT service capabilities, from industrial design and low-level programming of 
connected devices to infrastructure, middleware, and integration capabilities. 
"Innovative service and engineering companies like EPAM understand that every business could be an 
IoT business and, as such, are using ThingWorx technology to create new growth opportunities that 
pave the way for the next generation of industrial products," said Rob Gremley, president, Technology 
Platform Group, PTC. 
"As a part of our evolving IoT service practice, EPAM is investing in a blueprinted approach to enabling 
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machine-to-machine transactions through a robust architecture and real-time data processing," said Eli 
Feldman, CTO, Advanced Technology, EPAM. "Partnering with PTC and leveraging ThingWorx allows 
us to better enable our clients to improve their time to value on IoT investments." 

Click here to return to Contents 

Siemens Expands Commitment to Joining Forces Initiative 
9 May 2016 

Siemens has announced its 2,000th veteran hiring since the company began participating in the Joining 
Forces initiative in 2011, and has committed to hire an additional 500 veterans over the next five years. 
Additionally, Siemens Product Lifecycle Management software business has committed to train 500 
veterans in high-tech software platforms. Helmed by First Lady Michelle Obama and Dr. Jill Biden, 
Joining Forces works to support and honor America’s service members and their families. 
Siemens has proudly participated in the White House’s Joining Forces initiative since its inception. The 
company started out with a goal of hiring 300 veterans but has since exceeded its initial commitment by 
more than six times. 
“At Siemens, we know we have a responsibility to help our veterans live the American dream they 
helped defend,” said Eric Spiegel, president and CEO, Siemens Corp. “We are committed to supporting 
veterans as they return to the civilian workforce. We have comprehensive recruitment and training 
programs in place and have a dedicated network to support our company’s veteran community.” 
Richard McCulley, a Systems specialist with the Siemens Building Technologies Division, is the 
2000th veteran hired by the company since signing on to the Joining Forces initiative. Based in 
California’s San Francisco Bay Area, McCulley joined Siemens in March 2016 and brings nearly a 
decade of military service from both the Navy and Army. During his time in the Navy, McCulley served 
aboard the Aircraft Carrier John C. Stennis, including a nine-month western pacific tour aboard the ship. 
He transferred into the Army, where he became a signal support systems specialist and was deployed to 
Iraq in 2009-2010. This experience translates well into McCulley’s role at Siemens where he is 
responsible for configuring building automation systems for heating, ventilation and air conditioning 
(HVAC) technology. The role requires a combination of computer skills and hands-on system work, and 
allows for future growth in more complex project management and technology coordination. 
McCulley said Siemens and the military have some similarities – especially when it comes to 
organization size and approach to training. “Siemens will train me, prepare me, and pay for my tools so I 
can do my job,” he said, much like the military does. 
The U.S. military is one of the most technologically advanced enterprises in the world. As brave men 
and women leave military service and return to civilian life, the extensive technical training and 
experience they have gained make them uniquely qualified for jobs in a variety of industries around the 
world. At Siemens, the skills military veterans possess translate into a range of roles from corporate 
leadership to project management, field service, and manufacturing. For example, approximately one 
dozen former U.S. military service members have been hired by Siemens as service advisors to support 
the Amtrak Cities Sprinter (ACS-64) locomotives built by Siemens that operate along the Northeast 
Corridor. Roughly, 25 percent of employees at the company’s Wind Service Training Facility in 
Orlando are veterans. More than 10 percent of employees at Siemens’ Wind Power Nacelle Factory in 
Hutchinson, Kan. are veterans in a variety of roles, including general/mechanical/electrical assembly 
and testing, quality control, and management. 
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“In addition to their technical background, these employees have proven leadership experience and can 
navigate complex, fast-paced environments working independently or in teams,” said Spiegel. “Hiring 
veterans is not just the right thing to do, it’s good for business. Our veteran employees are a huge asset 
to the company, and we appreciate their dedication to Siemens.” 
Siemens is helping the industrial world transition to a digital enterprise using the same smart 
technologies that have already transformed our consumer and retail worlds. One of the biggest 
challenges many organizations face is a shortage of workers with backgrounds in technical training and 
information technology. With additional training, America’s veterans, experienced in highly 
sophisticated technological environments, can help fill this gap. 
In addition to the more than $50 million Siemens spends annually for job training programs in the U.S., 
as part of today’s announcement, Siemens will offer job training for 500 U.S. military veterans over the 
next five years. This veteran job training initiative, run by the Siemens Product Lifecycle Management 
(PLM) software business in cities across the country, provides free training in the use of state-of-the-art 
digital lifecycle management and computer-aided design (CAD), computer-aided manufacturing 
(CAM), computer-aided engineering (CAE) and product data management software technology. 
Through this effort, Siemens will invest up to $17,000 per eligible veteran for access to training that will 
help enhance veterans’ qualifications for skilled positions in manufacturing industries around the world, 
including automotive, aerospace, energy, and machinery. Upon completion of the training, veterans can 
then present themselves as qualified candidates for positions with Siemens or the more than 140,000 
customers who use Siemens’ PLM technology around the world. 
“The ongoing software revolution has created a critical demand for qualified technology-trained 
professionals,” said Chuck Grindstaff, president and CEO, Siemens PLM Software. “It is important that 
we make training in advanced manufacturing technologies and practices available, so our veterans can 
be successful in a highly competitive job market.” 
Siemens is expanding its course offerings through this effort and will now include online training and 
certification for its Solid Edge software. Individuals that receive Solid Edge certification will also be 
eligible to receive a free one-year subscription to Solid Edge to assist with future employment or help 
start their own engineering or manufacturing business. Additionally, Seattle, Wash., Peoria, Ill., and 
Cromwell, Iowa have been added to the roster of more than 20 cities across the U.S. where Siemens 
PLM is providing free training. 
In addition to Siemens’ various training programs, employees are able to participate in the company’s 
Veteran’s Network, which provides an environment that recognizes and exemplifies the value that our 
veterans bring to the organization. The program provides mentoring, job training, and other resources 
for our veteran staff members to help them succeed in the civilian workplace. The Veteran’s Network 
also partners with Siemens Caring Hands to help military families, veterans, and those stationed 
overseas through various charitable initiatives. 
“We find veterans to be natural leaders, with the dedication, determination and strong skill set to help 
them jump in and get the job done. This has proven to be invaluable to Siemens,” said Mike Panigel, 
chief human resources officer, Siemens Corp. “I am a veteran myself, having served in my native 
country of South Africa, so I can personally identify with the experience of transitioning to the civilian 
workforce. As a relatively new American citizen, I’m proud to work for a company that is partnering 
with the White House on this important initiative.” 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Synopsys Verification Solution Certified for the Most Stringent Level of Automotive Safety Measures  
10 May 2016 

Synopsys, Inc. today announced that key products in its functional safety verification solution are now 
certified for the ISO 26262 automotive functional safety standard. SGS-TÜV Saar GmbH, an 
independent accredited assessor, formally certified VCS® Functional Verification solution, Certitude™ 
functional qualification solution, and Verdi® Debug solution with verification planning and coverage, 
following an industry-standard Functional Safety Tool Qualification. The ISO 26262 certification 
provides SoC and IP teams with the highest Tool Confidence Level (TCL1) to use the Synopsys 
verification solution for safety-critical automotive applications and accelerate functional safety 
qualification for automotive ICs, up to the stringent requirements for ASIL D. 

"The ISO 26262 certification was issued based on a successful Functional Safety Tool Qualification of 
Synopsys' verification solution including VCS, Certitude, Verdi Planner and coverage technology," 
said Gudrun Neumann, Functional Safety Team Leader, Software at SGS-TÜV Saar GmbH. "With this 
certification, SoC and IP teams can use Synopsys' verification solution with full confidence (TCL1) for 
safety-critical automotive applications, to meet their overall functional safety requirements."    

Automotive electronic systems continue to grow rapidly in complexity and size.  As a result, safety 
verification is emerging as a critical requirement for automotive SoC and IP designs. The ISO 26262 
standard outlines a set of stringent requirements, with ASIL D being the most stringent level, that must 
be adhered to while developing functionally safe automotive ICs and SoCs.  This includes the 
qualification of EDA software products being used.  

"Synopsys has a successful track record of collaboration with leading automotive semiconductor  
companies for the verification of their safety-critical designs," said Debashis Chowdhury, vice president 
R&D in Synopsys' Verification Group. "The ASIL D certification of Synopsys' verification solution 
further demonstrates our commitment to comply with industry safety standards, enabling design teams 
to meet their increasingly important functional safety requirements." 

Click here to return to Contents 

Tata Consultancy Services Wins at 2016 American Business Awards 
9 May 2016 

Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) today announced that it won three Stevies® at the 14thAnnual 
American Business Awards, the nation's premier business awards program. TCS was recognized with 
Silver Stevie® Awards for Brand Experience of the Year (Business-to-Business), Mobile Marketing 
Campaign of the Year and Corporate Social Responsibility Program of the Year. 

More than 3,400 nominations from organizations of all sizes and in virtually every industry were 
considered this year. More than 250 professionals worldwide participated in the judging process to 
select the 2016 Stevie Award winners. 

Michael Gallagher, President and Founder of the Stevie Awards, stated: "The judges were extremely 
impressed with the quality of entries we received this year. The competition was intense and every 
organization that won should be proud." 

"We are honored to receive three Stevie® awards, as recognition of TCS' deep commitment to fostering 
both healthy bodies and healthy minds in the U.S. for children and their families," said Surya Kant, 
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President, North America, UK and Europe, TCS. "Alongside New York Road Runners, we worked hard 
to make the TCS New York City Marathon the most technically advanced and socially engaged 
marathon in the world, whereas TCS continues to expand its STEM education efforts, exemplified by its 
goIT program, which is now in middle and high schools in 32 cities across North America." 
TCS received two Silver Stevies® in the sports marketing category surrounding its title sponsorship of 
the TCS New York City Marathon. The Brand Experience of the Year (B2B) was awarded for TCS' 
deep involvement, alongside New York Road Runners, in creating a truly memorable 'Race Week' and 
'Race Day' experience for runners, their supporters and spectators. From the creation of the official race 
mobile app with popular new runner tracking features, to the creation of "TCS Runfographics" – a series 
of fun and highly sharable illustrations to help expand awareness, interest and buzz around this iconic 
race. The second Silver Stevie® was for the Mobile Marketing Campaign of the Year, exemplified by 
the official race app being ranked as the best new app in the Apple Store on Race Day. 
TCS also received a Silver Stevie® for CSR Program of the Year – for the third year in a row. 
Channeling its CSR mantra, "Impact Through Empowerment," more than 15,000 North American 
employees volunteered 42,000+ hours for social good, in the areas of education, health and environment. 
For example, TCS' flagship STEM education program, goIT, expanded from 12 to 27 cities in 2015, 
teaching middle and high school students computer programming and design, and offering career 
readiness workshops and teacher and parent orientations – with the goal of preparing the new generation 
of digital innovators. 
The American Business Awards, nicknamed the 'Stevies' for the Greek word 'crowned,' will be formally 
presented to winners during a gala banquet on Monday, June 20 at the Marriott Marquis Hotel in New 
York.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Events News 
Fujitsu Showcases Digital and IoT Capabilities at SAPPHIRE® NOW 
12 May 2016 

Digitalization eliminates complex and time-consuming manual approaches and streamlines business 
processes. Fujitsu will showcase its end-to-end digital modernization approach, integrating the back 
office with an engaging front-end customer experience to help its customers achieve digital balance, at 
the SAPPHIRE® NOW and ASUG Annual Conference being held on May 17–19 in Orlando, Florida. 
Showcasing a range of different industry examples at SAPPHIRE NOW, Fujitsu will highlight how it 
supports its customers to optimize their business processes in four areas: Assets and Internet of 
Things to explore new ways of doing business; improve Customer Experience through adoption of 
omnichannel; build a solid Analytics foundation to enable better customer insights; and make processes 
more agile to drive Digital Transformation. Industries specifically addressed include consumer packaged 
goods, manufacturing, utilities, and retail. 
Asif Poonja, Vice President and Practice Leader SAP, at Fujitsu says: "Navigating Big Data, the Internet 
of Things, Social Media and Process Orchestration while leveraging such delivery platforms as Cloud 
and Mobile requires careful planning and prioritization. A properly implemented, modernized digital 
ecosystem can deliver true business value. Fujitsu is working in collaboration with its customers and 
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partners such as SAP to shape this digital future, from defining strategy, via planning and service 
deployment, through to creating the digital platform. The result for our customers is accelerated 
innovation, allowing them to design, develop and launch new products and services as well as enhancing 
existing processes." 
At SAPPHIRE NOW, Fujitsu will also showcase the future of manufacturing where people, machines, 
materials and processes are connected and optimized by live data analytics. A simulated 'virtual factory' 
model will demonstrate how digitized manufacturing can help organizations gain better return on their 
assets, optimize their operations, lower manufacturing costs and improve customer satisfaction. 
A trusted SAP global partner and advisor for over 40 years, Fujitsu has successfully helped thousands of 
customers worldwide to simplify, innovate and grow, including Siemens AG, Messe Frankfurt, Qatar 
Gas Transport Company and DPD Geopost. Fujitsu expertise with SAP® applications, combined with in-
depth industry and technology experience, empowers customers to achieve their business objectives. 
The Fujitsu portfolio in support of SAP solutions includes IoT, advanced technologies and services 
capabilities to deliver tailored future-proof solutions. 
Fujitsu is an SAP global partner for technology, services, hosting and cloud. The global partnership 
between Fujitsu and SAP constantly develops solutions that enable enterprises to maximize the value of 
their investments in running SAP solutions. Driving innovations for the SAP HANA® platform and 
SAP S/4HANA, SAP's next-generation business suite for a digital world, is the latest example of this 
successful collaboration. 
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Industry Leaders Showcase ANSYS Semiconductor Solutions for Chip Design Success 
12 May 2016 

As the premier international conference for design and automation of electronic systems, the Design 
Automation Conference(DAC) showcases the most current developments in designs, design tools, 
intellectual property (IP) libraries and foundry technology support in the electronic and chip technology 
industry. 
Over 25 papers from leading ANSYS customers – more than any other year – will be featured as part 
of DAC's Designer and IP Track, demonstrating the broad adoption of ANSYS semiconductor power 
integrity and reliability solutions for sign-off in the industry. Designer and IP Track gives industry 
leaders an opportunity to share accomplishments in multiple segments of semiconductor and electronic 
system design processes. ANSYS customers will highlight the methodologies and flows that address 
complex challenges as well as how engineers are leveraging ANSYS tools to innovate the next 
generation of electronic devices across the industry – from automotive and IoT applications to high-
performance computing and mobile devices. 
"Proper design planning and sign-off for power noise, electro-migration and ESD reliability are careful 
design considerations in our mixed-signal IP and product design process," said Hai Lan, senior manager 
of SIPI at Rambus. "We look forward to the upcoming opportunity at DAC to share how Rambus is able 
to leverage ANSYS simulation and optimization solutions to ensure the integrity of our complex 
designs, making our IP more consumable." 
"We are excited to see an unprecedented number of design papers from our customers at the upcoming 
Design Automation Conference in June," said John Lee, general manager at ANSYS. "This underscores 
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the importance ANSYS simulation brings to the industry and the critical role it plays in the design 
process." 
"The Designer and IP Track has become a major component of the overall DAC Technical Program and 
we are pleased with the quality and the overall number of submissions received for DAC 2016," said 
Chuck Alpert, general chair, 53rd DAC. "It is with support of companies like ANSYS, customers and 
users in the design community that this track keeps growing each year." 
ANSYS will be featured at DAC in booth 1449 in June 6-8 in Austin, Texas. 
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MSC Software CEO Dominic Gallello to Speak at the Autonomous Vehicle Test & Development 
Symposium 
9 May 2016 

MSC Software Corporation announced today that Dominic Gallello, President & CEO of MSC 
Software, is set to speak at the Autonomous Vehicle Test & Development Symposium in Stuttgart, 
Germany on May 31st - June 2nd. The topic of the presentation will be - "Ensuring High-fidelity 
Driving Simulation with Offline Vehicle Models." 
 
The presentation will take place on Wednesday, June 1st at 10:00hrs. Vehicle development for key 
attributes such as ride, handling, NVH and powertrain performance has been supported by high-fidelity, 
3D physics-based simulations. These simulations incur a computational cost poorly suited for use in 
development of the real-time HIL and SIL simulations preferred by ADAS and autonomous vehicle 
engineers. This presentation explores the latest developments in exploiting the rich content of full-
fidelity 3D offline simulation models so that real-time simulations capture more physics, perform more 
accurately, and add value to the vehicle development process by staying synchronized with offline 
models. 
 
The Autonomous Vehicle Test & Development Symposium 2016 will bring together the world's leading 
engineers in the field of autonomous vehicle research, testing, validation and development. The 
conference will be held alongside Automotive Testing Expo 2016, the world's largest exhibition 
dedicated to new vehicle development and testing, and in conjunction with Traffic Technology 
International magazine, the world's leading magazine for advanced highway and traffic management 
technologies. It will boast over 60 of the world's leading experts in driverless vehicle testing. 
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PROLIM a Proud Exhibitor at Siemens PLM Connection 2016 
11 May 2016 

PROLIM Global Corporation will be exhibiting at the Siemens PLM Connection Americas User 
Conference 2016, in Orlando, Florida between May 16 -19, 2016. The PLM American Conference will 
be hosting 300+ sessions, 52 exhibitors, 10 speakers, expecting more than 2500 attendees. Join them at 
Booth #311. 
 
Siemens PLM Connection Americas, is hosted by PLM World, and is the largest conference of its kind 
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featuring four days of education, networking, and hands-on training opportunities.  
 
PROLIM is a Solutions Partner at the Siemens PLM Connection Americas User Conference this year. 
PROLIM will showcase our offerings in the areas of Business Transformation such as PLM 
Development Assessment, Benefit Value Assessment Framework, Data Migration, and New Gen PLM 
Solutions such as Active Workspace. Also, consultants will be presenting on PLM related topics during 
the knowledge sessions.  
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Financial News 
Hexagon Reveals Interim Report 1 January - 31 March 2016 
10 May 2016 

First quarter 2016 

- Net sales increased by 3 per cent to 724.2 MEUR (705.1). Using fixed exchange rates and a 
comparable group structure, net sales increased by 2 per cent 

- Operating earnings (EBIT1) increased by 7 per cent to 160.5 MEUR (149.8) 

- Earnings before taxes, excluding non-recurring items, amounted to 155.3 MEUR (142.2) 

- Net earnings, excluding non-recurring items, amounted to 125.8 MEUR (113.8) 

- Earnings per share, excluding non-recurring items, increased by 13 per cent to 0.35 EUR (0.31) 

- Operating cash flow improved by 55 per cent to 101.1 MEUR (65.1) 
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Stratasys Releases First Quarter 2016 Financial Results 
9 May 2016 

Stratasys Ltd. announced financial results for the first quarter of 2016. 

Q1-2016 Financial Results Summary: 

• Revenue for the first quarter of 2016 was $167.9 million. 

• GAAP operating loss for the first quarter was $21.1 million, compared to a loss of $220.9 
million for the same period last year. 

• Non-GAAP operating income was $4.0 million, compared to a loss of $0.8 million for the same 
period last year. 

• GAAP net loss for the first quarter was $23.1 million, or ($0.44) per diluted share, compared to a 
loss of $216.3 million, or ($4.24) per diluted share, for the same period last year. 

• Non-GAAP net income for the first quarter was $0.6 million, or $0.01 per diluted share, 
compared to non-GAAP net income of $2.0 million, or $0.04 per diluted share, reported for the 
same period last year. 
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• The Company generated $31.6 million in cash from operations during the first quarter, and 
currently holds approximately $280.2 million in cash and cash equivalents and short-term bank 
deposits. 

• The Company invested a net amount of $22.8 million in R&D projects (non-GAAP basis) during 
the first quarter, representing 13.6% of net sales. 

• Non-GAAP EBITDA for the first quarter amounted to $12.6 million. 
The Company sold 5,125 3D printing and additive manufacturing systems during the quarter, and on a 
pro-forma combined basis, has sold a total of 151,149 systems worldwide as of March 31, 2016. 

"Although the overall market environment remains challenging, we made significant progress in 
improving our operating efficiency during the first quarter, which is demonstrated by the favorable 
trends we observed in operating expenses and cash generation during the period," said David Reis, chief 
executive officer of Stratasys. "We believe the recent refinements to our operating structure will make us 
more productive and better position us for future growth." 

Recent Business Highlights: 

• Announced the versatile Stratasys J750 3D printer featuring full-color and multi-material 
capabilities, allowing customers to streamline workflow processes and speed product delivery 
cycles by eliminating time-consuming painting and assembly processes that are normally 
required to create true-to-life prototypes. 

• Continued operational improvement initiatives, including the planned transition of MakerBot 
desktop 3D printer production to Jabil, a leading global contract manufacturer. 

• Launched the new Thingiverse Developer Program that expands the platform's functionality by 
allowing developers to create apps in three different categories: print services, model 
customization and tools and utilities. 

• Announced agreement between Stratasys Direct Manufacturing (SDM) and Somos, a leading 
stereolithography materials provider, through which both parties will seek to accelerate materials 
development and provide SDM customers with a wider range of advanced material options. 

• Announced agreement with New York-based Jacobs Institute to create new Center of Excellence 
with the goal of advancing the use of 3D printing for a variety of medical applications. 

"As we transform our business, we are focused on investing for the future, which includes developing 
new technologies and innovative new products. The recent launch of the Stratasys J750, which offers 
unmatched color and multi-material printing capabilities, is a great example of that commitment," 
continued Reis. "We are also excited about additional products we plan to launch in 2016. These 
products will support our long-term strategy to develop a comprehensive solutions-based business that 
targets new applications across key vertical markets. While our near-term visibility remains low, we 
believe our strategy and improved operating structure will position us for future success in our dynamic 
industry." 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Implementation Investments 
Centric Software Helps Cofel Gather Momentum 
11 May 2016 

Centric Software announces that the French group Cofel, a market leader in mattress and bedding 
production, has announced a successful Centric PLM implementation. Centric is the leading PLM 
solution for fashion, retail, luxury and consumer goods companies. 

The Cofel Group, whose key brands are Bultex, Epéda and Mérinos, produces more than 1 million 
mattresses and 400,000 boxsprings each year at its five production sites in France. The Group’s mission 
is to offer the best bedding with a focus on quality, innovation and safety. 
In its 2015 strategic plan, Cofel identified the need to better equip its product development team. As 
Marion Deridder, marketing director explains, "We were looking for a PLM solution to better optimize 
our product range and ensure cost effectiveness. Our choice gravitated towards Centric because they are 
the global market leader in PLM solutions." 
Only six months after the project kicked off, marketing, sales, finance, operations and development 
teams are already using the Centric 8 PLM suite. 
"Centric 8 PLM allows us to streamline exchanges by grouping together information and documents in a 
single tool, accessible by all departments concerned," elaborates Deridder. 
The implementation of Centric 8 PLM is an extension of the best practices applied at Cofel and part of 
the new commercial strategy of the Group. "Thanks to Centric 8 PLM, we are more rigorous with 
product development and production, and are optimizing lead times and quality." 
"Centric is also allowing us to standardize practices between our five production sites and is providing 
quick visibility into different product development via dashboards," continues Derrider. 
"We are delighted with the success of Cofel’s Centric 8 project, which is a confirmation of our 
commitment to Cofel and to the market. We are excited to help this growth-oriented business with the 
next stage in its strategy," says Chris Groves, CEO of Centric. 

Click here to return to Contents 

ELAN International, a Designer and Manufacturer of Young Contemporary Collections, Selects 
NGC’s Apparel ERP and Shop Floor Control System 
10 May 2016 

NGC Software, a leading provider of fashion PLM, Supply Chain Management, and apparel ERP 
software, today announced that ELAN International has selected NGC’s ERP and Shop Floor Control 
System. ELAN will use NGC’s software to ensure that the company continues to deliver on its 
reputation for customer service, flexibility and excellent quality at competitive pricing. 
ELAN International, Inc. designs, manufactures and distributes young contemporary collections, 
including lounge, resort and sportswear. ELAN products are both imported and made in the USA. Its 
products exemplify fashionable clothing in comfortable fabrics featuring flattering silhouettes with a 
relaxed fit. 
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NGC’s apparel ERP and Shop Floor Control systems will help ELAN run its business and manage 
manufacturing processes throughout their global operations, both at the company’s factory and with 
suppliers. NGC’s ERP will allow the company to manage all aspects of its business, with features that 
include EDI, Customer Order Processing, Purchasing, Production Orders, Inventory Control, 
Distribution, Accounting and Reporting. Using NGC’s ERP, ELAN can streamline workflows, reduce 
costs and improve profitability, while increasing inventory turns. 
ELAN will use NGC’s Shop Floor Control software at its factory to more effectively track labor, 
production payroll and work in process, while providing executives with detailed management reports. 
Shop Floor Control is a proven global solution to help reduce costs and increase operating efficiencies. 
“ELAN International has a strong commitment to customer service, flexibility and excellent quality, and 
we’re pleased they have selected NGC’s software,” said Mark Burstein, president of Sales, Marketing 
and R&D, NGC Software. “Together we will ensure ELAN’s manufacturing processes meet and exceed 
the commitments they have made to quality.” 
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KenDor Textiles Deploys Visual 2000 End2End Suite of Fashion Software 

9 May 2016 

Visual 2000 International Inc., the leading supplier of omni-channel ERP & PLM software for the 
Apparel, Footwear and Accessories industry, is pleased to announce that KenDor Textiles Ltd., has 
successfully deployed the Visual 2000 End2End suite to manage their continuing growth as an apparel 
supplier.  
KenDor Textiles Ltd, is a growing fabric and textile supplier that has been in operation since 1953. Until 
recently, KenDor had been operating under an aging database that had been in use for over three 
decades. Paul King, president of KenDor Textiles writes that “having operated on the same database for 
over 30 years, KenDor was in dire need of a modern ERP that would facilitate faster and more efficient 
operations.”  
Facing the difficulties and risks involved with using an older database, KenDor chose to upgrade to 
Visual 2000’s End2End suite for their new fashion software solution. King explains that KenDor 
carefully selected Visual 2000 as its End2End supplier due to its broad range of features such as “its 
robust search functions, cloud-based sales force automation, cross border documentation, multi-currency 
and multi-unit package options.” The upgrade is expected to greatly improve the speed, efficiency and 
security of KenDor’s business processes. 
Brenda So, Senior Project Manager at Visual 2000, confirmed, stating that “Visual 2000’s End2End 
Suite is extremely versatile, offering the capability to manage any amount of wholesale demand. It’s 
always exciting to see a new company grow and benefit from an upgrade to a modern ERP system." 
Visual 2000 reports that KenDor’s new End2End solution has been successfully implemented on time 
and on budget. This will offer KenDor quick gains from its new software implementation. 
The Visual 2000 End2End suite is a fully functional ERP and PLM software suite that was designed 
from the ground up by fashion industry professionals to help manage all aspects of an AFA fashion 
enterprise and unify all data from all departments.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Click here to return to Contents 

http://www.visual-2000.com/erp-enterprise-resource-planning-software/


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 27 

NIAEP and Dassault Systèmes Extend Partnership to the Nuclear Power Plant Construction Site 
10 May 2016 

Dassault Systèmes today announced that it has extended its strategic partnership with NIAEP, the state 
company of Rosatom, a leading Russian nuclear power plant engineering procurement and construction 
company in Russia and abroad. NIAEP is deploying Dassault Systèmes’ “Optimized Plant 
Construction” and “Efficient Plant Operation” industry solution experiences for the construction and 
operations of its nuclear power plants. 
Both industry solution experiences leverage Multi-D technology, jointly developed by the two 
companies to simulate business processes and carry out detailed modeling of construction and 
installation processes based on 3D data, as well as NIAEP’s nuclear power plant construction 
management know-how. 

With this agreement, NIAEP becomes the first company to extend its use of Dassault Systèmes’ 
3DEXPERIENCE platform to the nuclear power plant construction site. This marks the second phase of 
the partnership and will begin by integrating product management and construction site execution at its 
Belarusian plant. In phase one, announced in 2012, NIAEP used the 3DEXPERIENCE platform to 
develop the first 3D digital nuclear plant management model. 

The “Optimized Plant Construction” industry solution experience provides NIAEP with digital 
continuity that enhances collaboration between its engineering and construction teams on site. In this 
virtual environment, plant design models, construction processes and resources are integrated and 
interconnected through a single source of data that is accessible and updated in real time. Less time is 
needed for reviews and approvals of documentation and issues can be proactively addressed, increasing 
the quality of construction execution. 

The “Efficient Plant Operation” industry solution experience introduces powerful digital simulation 
applications to virtually experience NIAEP’s nuclear power plant sites that will provide accountable, 
reliable and predictable performance of plant operations. NIAEP can simulate workflows, maintenance 
and tasks to ensure that commissioning, production operations and maintenance of plants occur safely, 
efficiently and sustainably. 

“This step is an achievement for NIAEP because our company is striving to cover the nuclear 
operational lifecycle stage with Multi-D technology developed with Dassault Systèmes,” said 
Vyacheslav Alenkov, Head of systems engineering and IT division, NIAEP. “We have implemented 
Multi-D within all of our own projects. Now, we are going to expand that usage to every capital 
construction, production operations and maintenance project in Russia and abroad, based on a project 
management consultancy model.” 

“The first deployment of the 3DEXPERIENCE platform at a nuclear plant operational site is a major 
industry milestone for operations of complex infrastructures, including thermal and hydro,” said Monica 
Menghini, Executive Vice President, Chief Strategy Officer, Dassault Systèmes. “The virtual world can 
help NIAEP optimize its activities at every stage of the business cycle and adapt to insufficient planning, 
changing requirements and poor visibility of schedules and resources that lead to costly and delayed 
plant operations. With this renewed partnership, NIAEP and Dassault Systèmes demonstrate the 
possibilities for greater sustainability in nuclear.” 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Valmet Selects Infor for Global Business Transformation 
9 May 2016 

Infor today announced that Valmet, a global leader in pulp, paper and energy process technologies, 
automation, and services, has selected Infor to support a major global business transformation. The Infor 
suite of software incorporates Infor LN, Infor ION, Infor Ming.le, Infor d/EPM, Infor Warehouse 
Mobility and Infor Field Service, and will help drive greater visibility across the organization, boost 
productivity and capacity planning, and foster close collaboration amongst employees, customers and 
suppliers. In turn this will support Valmet's vision to become a global champion in serving its 
customers. 
 
Spanning 43 countries for 5500 users, the project is expected to be fully live in 2020, following a 
deployment that will be undertaken in collaboration with Accenture. 
 
Following a thorough evaluation of the market, Valmet selected Infor due to Infor's ability to provide 
Valmet with a competitive ERP solution including a modern and mobile user interface. Replacing a 
heavily customized Baan ERP solution which was no longer fit for purpose, Infor's modern suite of 
applications will help drive benefits across a number of areas including improved process efficiency, 
data quality improvement and IT platform simplification. After the project is fully live, Valmet 
anticipates potential efficiency savings in excess of €30 million annually. 
 
"One of our Must-Wins at Valmet is Operational Excellence and we have defined programs under it. 
The purpose of the project now to be started with the help of Infor is to renew and improve Valmet's 
operational capability through process harmonization and standardization, modern and user friendly 
ERP platform, and data and reporting quality improvement for decision making. We are looking forward 
to working with Infor on this important project," comments Ismo Anttila, Vice President, ERP 
implementation of Valmet. 
 
"More and more, organizations are realizing that one size does not fit all when it comes to enterprise 
applications, and that it is possible to benefit from both scale and industry specific functionality. 
Through providing capabilities to support processes to a finite level, specific to a particular nuance of a 
given sector, organizations can enhance their service offerings substantially, as well as driving out a 
greater degree of efficiencies," comments Paul Carreiro, Executive Vice President, Managing Director, 
EMEA, Infor. "Valmet is taking the lead in the way it serves its customer industries and we are proud to 
play an integral role in supporting its global business transformation." 
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Product News 
BlueCielo Meridian Asset Management Connector 2016 Achieves SAP-Certified Integration 
13 May 2016 

The certified integration combines the maintenance data management functionality of SAP ERP with the 
engineering information management capabilities of BlueCielo Meridian. 
BlueCielo now has SAP-certified integration between Meridian Asset Management 2016 and the SAP® 
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ERP application to fully connect the maintenance and engineering functionality in the software. 
The Meridian integration with SAP ERP makes it possible to link technical documentation created in the 
course of engineering change projects with assets maintained in the plant maintenance component of 
SAP ERP and the SAP Enterprise Asset Maintenance (SAP EAM) solution. This offers operations, 
maintenance and engineering users access to up-to-date asset information such as piping and 
instrumentation diagrams, isometrics, operations manuals, maintenance manuals, standard operating 
procedures and others. The integration consists of the following two functional components: 

1 – Accessibility of critical asset documentation to staff in operations and maintenance. 
2 – Visibility on the completeness of critical asset documentation through dashboards. 

Meridian integrated with SAP ERP tears down the walls between departments, because the systems in 
which they work are connected. 
From SAP ERP, users have direct access to an automatically updated overview of relevant technical 
documentation, for example, when viewing a work order, equipment or job plan. When maintenance 
comments on documents, the comments and remarks are sent straight to engineering for review within 
the SAP software environment. Users can see document details, content and status through the built-in 
viewer, and navigate to related assets and documents using hotspots. 
The Meridian environment manages all of the asset-related documents, their versions, revisions and 
references. When a project is initiated, instead of uploading or linking documents manually against each 
asset in the SAP application, tag-doc relations are created by Meridian, reducing the effort for initial 
upload. Equipment- or location-related engineering information is then made available to maintenance 
through the work order, while being managed in the secure Meridian environment by engineering. 
The integration enables direct synchronization of asset tags with the Meridian platform. 

While the documents are in use for the change project, the latest versions remain available to the 
organization. And after release of a new version of the documents, the links do not have to be created 
again. Meridian ensures full control over the modifications and has processes in place to verify all tag-
doc relations are made before release as a new master document. 
In this way operations and maintenance teams always work with up-to-date technical asset information 
and project execution is optimized. Document and project workflows are standardized, 
interdepartmental communications are streamlined and project actions are logged in a complete audit 
trail. 
“We are delighted to announce the successful achievement of SAP certification for Meridian,” says 
Willem-Jan Scholten, CEO of BlueCielo. “The ability of Meridian to leverage the business potential of 
assets provided by SAP ERP will prove highly beneficial to current and future customer engagements as 
it further connects maintenance and engineering departments. This certified integration is a key factor in 
our strategy to help customers reduce costs, improve quality, and achieve full proof of control.” 
With the certified integration between SAP ERP and Meridian, you no longer need an SAP specialist to 
achieve integration, saving you time and money. 
1 – Current Meridian customers who already use SAP software can benefit from: 

• Easier implementations and upgrades 

• Improved support 
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• Lower cost 
2 – Customers using SAP ERP can now get all the benefits of Meridian without a custom integration: 

• Reduce unplanned downtime 

• Improve safety and regulatory compliance 

• Provide 24/7 access to accurate asset-related information 
“We are delighted to announce the successful achievement of SAP certification for Meridian. It will 
prove highly beneficial to current and future customer engagements as it further connects maintenance 
and engineering departments,” said Willem-Jan Scholten, CEO, BlueCielo. 
The certified integration combines the maintenance data management functionality of SAP ERP with the 
engineering information management capabilities of BlueCielo Meridian. 
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C3D Labs Helps Autodesk Inventor Users to Handle 3D Data 
12 May 2016 

LEDAS, a C3D Labs customer and partner, has announced that CAD Software Solutions (Switzerland) 
has licensed LGC technology for comparison of three-dimensional CAD models and has integrated it 
into the new plug-in for Autodesk Inventor. This software is expected to arrive on the market later this 
year. Inventor users will get an easy-to-use tool to compare 3D models in the CAD system itself. 
As previously mentioned, C3D Labs and LEDAS announced the integration of LGC technology with 
C3D geometric kernel in March 2014. At that time, C3D Modeler became the basis for software 
component that can be used to create CAD systems for end users (C3D kernel operates on the same 
principle). And now the first mention has been made of software developed using LGC. 
“While several CAD companies already use LGC on a commercial basis, this is the first time we have 
made a public announcement of an LGC license agreement,” said Alexey Ershov, CEO of LEDAS. 
“This is very important for us, because we are glad to be cooperating with CAD Software Solutions to 
extend the technology in additional directions, such as 3D parts search.” 
LEDAS Geometry Comparison makes it easy for developers to implement comparisons of 3D models, 
clearly pinpointing differences. These changes can come about through revisions made to a model; from 
files generated by different CAD systems of the same model; the result of polygon and canonic or 
NURBS representations of the same geometry; or through data generated by various steps in the 
processing of 3D geometry. Making comparisons between 3D geometry requires operations performed 
at the most basic levels, and so are usually provided by 3D modeling kernels, of which C3D is an 
example. 

“Developing Inventor-based software is our core competency, and so we have major customers from the 
mechanical design industry using our other software,” said Paul Schuepbach, CEO of CAD Software 
Solutions. “We tested LGC for several months, focusing especially on large models and assemblies 
provided by customers. The results were very positive, confirming to us that LGC is the best choice for 
our brand-new application.” 

LEDAS, a C3D Labs customer and partner, has announced that CAD Software Solutions (Switzerland) 
has licensed LGC technology for comparison of three-dimensional CAD models and has integrated it 
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into the new plug-in for Autodesk Inventor. This software is expected to arrive on the market later this 
year. Inventor users will get an easy-to-use tool to compare 3D models in the CAD system itself. 
 
As previously mentioned, C3D Labs and LEDAS announced the integration of LGC technology with 
C3D geometric kernel in March 2014. At that time, C3D Modeler became the basis for software 
component that can be used to create CAD systems for end users (C3D kernel operates on the same 
principle). And now the first mention has been made of software developed using LGC. 
 
“While several CAD companies already use LGC on a commercial basis, this is the first time we have 
made a public announcement of an LGC license agreement,” said Alexey Ershov, CEO of LEDAS. 
“This is very important for us, because we are glad to be cooperating with CAD Software Solutions to 
extend the technology in additional directions, such as 3D parts search.” 
 
LEDAS Geometry Comparison makes it easy for developers to implement comparisons of 3D models, 
clearly pinpointing differences. These changes can come about through revisions made to a model; from 
files generated by different CAD systems of the same model; the result of polygon and canonic or 
NURBS representations of the same geometry; or through data generated by various steps in the 
processing of 3D geometry. Making comparisons between 3D geometry requires operations performed 
at the most basic levels, and so are usually provided by 3D modeling kernels, of which C3D is an 
example. 
 
“Developing Inventor-based software is our core competency, and so we have major customers from the 
mechanical design industry using our other software,” said Paul Schuepbach, CEO of CAD Software 
Solutions. “We tested LGC for several months, focusing especially on large models and assemblies 
provided by customers. The results were very positive, confirming to us that LGC is the best choice for 
our brand-new application.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

CCE Extends Support for Parallel Processing in Its CATIA and NX ODX Libraries 
11 May 2016 

CCE, a leading provider in advanced interoperability technology and engineering services, has released 
updates of its Open Data Exchange (ODX) libraries. 
Parallel processing support has been extended for CATIA and NX; this feature enables applications to 
import and export documents in multiple threads. 
To elaborate, CCE’s ODX libraries are thread-safe; this allows applications to process multiple 
documents, simultaneously. This increases user productivity in many ways, such as: 

• Users can process multiple components of an assembly in parallel to enable faster loading of 
large assemblies. 

• Users can process multiple part/assembly files in batch mode for quicker translations. 

• Users can process different representations, such as lightweight (tessellated data) and geometry 
(B-rep) of a part, simultaneously. 

“We want to empower application developers with the proper tools so that they can take advantage of 
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today’s powerful hardware, which contain multiple cores/processors. Enhancing our CATIA and NX 
ODX libraries to support parallel processing is a step in this direction,” stated Vinay Wagle, Vice 
President of Sales and Marketing. 
Currently, parallel processing, within ODX, is supported in the following formats: 

• CATIA V5 (read and write) 

• NX (read and write) 

• SOLIDWORKS (read and write) 

• Creo (read) 

Click here to return to Contents 

Elysium to Release CADfeature 14.0 - Support for Associative Drawings in SOLIDWORKS 
Developed with Dassault Systèmes’ SOLIDWORKS API Team 
10 May 2016 

Elysium announces the release of CADfeature 14.0. CADfeature is a feature based translation system 
that offers complete design intent with the scalability to address the needs of individual designers or 
globe-spanning enterprises. To answer the demands from Dassault Systèmes’ SOLIDWORKS users, 
Elysium has enhanced the CADfeature product family to include the support for associative drawing 
creation in SOLIDWORKS. 
Elysium has been supporting many migration projects at world-leading enterprises with its unique set of 
tools to support advanced and sophisticated interoperability requirements. Those strategic migration 
projects have been completed to provide significant enhancements to the CADfeature platform. In this 
new release, Elysium partnered with Dassault Systèmes’ SOLIDWORKS API development group to 
enhance CADfeature and added support for associative drawing creations in SOLIDWORKS including: 

• All view types (Projection, Section, Auxiliary, Isometric, Detail, Break View, Broken-Out 
Section) 

• Font mapping 

• Component view visibility override 

• 2D Annotation (Symbols, Dimensions, Notes, GTols, Centerlines, and Centermarks) 

“We are excited with the new enhancements to Elysium’s CADfeature product line as it will provide a 
much higher level of data interoperability with SOLIDWORKS and we look forward to building upon 
our partnership with Elysium in the future,” states Kurt Lundstedt, Manager, SOLIDWORKS Product 
Portfolio Management, Dassault Systèmes. 
“Elysium is very proud to announce the final release candidate of CADfeature version 14 which, 
amongst many enhancements, now supports the ability to create drawings in SOLIDWORKS 2016,” 
states Kensuke Tashiro, Managing Director of Elysium Europe. “This effort was possible with our new 
relationship with Dassault Systèmes’ SOLIDWORKS API Development and Product Management 
Teams. We continually work to maintain our ability to provide the highest fidelity within the most 
complex of CAD translation functions, such as drawing translation, which is a ‘black belt art.’ Our 
efforts would not be possible without the efforts set forth by Dassault Systèmes’ SOLIDWORKS API 
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Development team to provide the many API’s for this latest enhancement to CADfeature. We are proud 
to add Dassault Systèmes’ SOLIDWORKS to the drawing translation library. Elysium maintains its 
relationships with all CAD OEMs to provide for the future of high fidelity multi-CAD support.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Granta Announces New and Extended Materials Support for CAD, CAE, and PLM 
13 May 2016 

Granta Design today announced two major enhancements in materials support for Computer-Aided 
Design (CAD), Computer-Aided Engineering (CAE) and Product Lifecycle Management (PLM)—
providing product development teams with enhanced  access to reliable, controlled materials data, 
saving time and improving the consistency and quality of materials decisions. At next week’s Siemens 
PLM Connection meeting in Orlando, FL, Granta will launch a new integration option, MI:Enterprise 
Connect™ for Teamcenter®, that enables automated enterprise-level synchronization of approved 
materials datasets from the GRANTA MI™ materials information management software into 
Teamcenter PLM. Granta has also released the latest version of its MI:Materials Gateway™ embedded 
applications for direct end-user access to materials data from within a broad range of CAD, CAE, and 
PLM software, supporting fast product analytics and accurate simulation. Further demonstrations follow 
at Dassault Systèmes and PTC user events and an upcoming Granta webinar. 
GRANTA MI is the leading system for managing design-critical materials information—both authoring 
proprietary intellectual property from test results through to validated design data, and publishing 
reference data from trusted third parties. The new MI:Enterprise Connect enables organizations to define 
summary catalogs of materials from their GRANTA MI implementation and to schedule automatic 
synchronization of this data at the server level with Teamcenter, maintaining formal revision control. 
Assignments to product designs can then be made using Teamcenter Integrated Material Management—
taking advantage of the PLM product structure context. This approach is particularly suited to deploying 
and maintaining approved or preferred materials lists derived by materials or commodities teams. 
At Siemens PLM Connection, Denise Massa of General Motors and Shirish More of Siemens PLM will 
present on ‘End to End Material Lifecycle Management’ at 9.45am on Tues, May 17, reviewing these 
concepts and their application. Granta’s Dr Arthur Fairfull will introduce MI:Enterprise Connect in his 
presentation ‘Authoring Materials Knowledge into Teamcenter Integrated Material Management’ at 2pm 
on Wed, May 18 in the Knowledge Theater. 
MI:Materials Gateway Version 4.1 is an update of Granta’s established technology for direct end-user 
access to materials data and related analytics via an embedded app within CAD, CAE, or PLM. This 
release further enhances user experience, including extremely responsive database browsing. Particular 
benefits for CAE analysts include enhanced handling of parameters such as temperature or strain rate 
and the ability to preview material card input prior to import to simulations—providing an intuitive and 
complete workflow, supported by consistent data access and full traceability. 
“We work closely with our customers and with partners including Siemens PLM, Dassault Systèmes, 
and PTC to identify and meet the varied needs of users of CAD, CAE, and PLM for access to the right 
materials information and software functionality. There is no ‘one size fits all’ solution and these new 
releases enhance support for different implementation strategies and solution architectures as companies 
build and deploy corporate ‘gold sources’ for material intelligence,” said Dr. Patrick Coulter, Chief 
Operating Officer at Granta Design. 



CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 34 

Granta will host a webinar on ‘Material Intelligence for CAD and PLM’ on June 16 
(www.grantadesign.com/events). Or, for an overview of the latest trends and technologies, download the 
new Granta White Paper ‘Material Intelligence for Enterprise CAD and PLM’ 
atwww.grantadesign.com/papers/ 

Click here to return to Contents 

Latest Edgecam Loads Models 20 Times Faster  
9 May 2016 

The new Edgecam 2016 R2 offers significant time savings while loading solid model part files. During 
trials, the files loaded around 20 times faster, because less time is taken opening files, due to 
‘tessellation.’  
Edgecam Product Manager Simon Mee says: “This latest release of Edgecam breaks the  model down 
into triangles, which are then stored in such a way that they can be read back much faster than before.” 
The new release is fully 64bit, improving access to memory. In the past, although Edgecam’s machining 
engine and machine simulator have been 64bit, the overall package was 32bit. “This restricted large part 
files, but now Edgecam is completely 64bit, it has the ability to store larger, and more, solid parts and 
toolpaths. Also, this speeds up toolpath transfer into 64bit memory.” 
Full support is provided in a new module, for rotary heads typically found on Trevisan type machine 
tools, common to the oil and gas industry where very large components require a turning operation 
provided by the rotating head. The component remains stationary on the rotary table, with the secondary 
spindle being used to turn profiles and bores. 
Support for Nutated Head on mill turn machines using Fanuc, Siemens and Heidenhain controllers is 
introduced into Edgecam’s machine tool configurations.    
Improvements have been made to machine configuration when simulating lathes with slanting turrets. 
“In the past, simulation showed this type of lathe as having the upper and lower turrets in line, but 
Edgecam 2016 R2 displays slanting turrets in their true position.”   
Turning, milling and wire EDM functions all benefit from numerous enhancements, including three for 
turners in the area of grooving. Improvements to the rough grooving cycle have done away with the 
need to manually add radius compensation, as the cycle now incorporates that functionality.   
“The cycle now automatically detects a small radius or chamfer on a groove feature, and removes 
surplus cuts where applicable. “This not only saves cycle time, but also alleviates the need to manually 
check for wasted cuts.” The rough groove cycle also offers a new Intermediate Cuts function for 
determining the number of extra cuts required to successfully machine across a large chamfer or radius 
on a groove feature. 
Edgecam 2016 R2 continues to evolve its EWS product by importing 3D IGES wireframe files. Once 
the files have been loaded they can be turned into solid models with existing EWS tools such as Sketch 
Plane and Ruled Surface.   
And three enhancements are aimed specifically at Wire EDM users. Firstly, new output options for each 
controller family have been added to the Machine Configuration settings – and the Makmino technology 
database has been updated to support additional machines and controllers. 

http://www.grantadesign.com/events
http://www.grantadesign.com/papers/
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Secondly, the Move command now supports rotary axis positioning, meaning users can choose not only 
a linear value, but also an angular co-ordinate. And thirdly, the Wire Ribbon Interface now has a 
‘Translate’ command, giving the ability to globally move either single or multiple CAM instructions. 
“The command works in the same way as that in the mill and turning environments where ‘from’ and 
‘to’ group the translated CAM instructions,” says Simon Mee. 
Improved functionality to both mill/turn and milling profiling include a refined algorithm which 
generates less code while maintaining accuracy. “This is clearly seen when a user picks solid edges or 
loops from a solid model. The code is now converted to line/arcs if possible, dramatically reducing the 
amount of NC output.” 
‘Corner control’ is now available when Compensation is set to Geometry. In previous versions of 
Edgecam, the ability to break the corner was only supported when Compensation was set to Centre-
Line. 
And a further enhancement has removed ‘rollovers,’ which could happen when the cycle was set to Pick 
Solid Faces. This improvement will be applied automatically when the toolpath is regenerated in 
Edgecam 2016 R2.   
The new Editable Manual Turn feature means users can now alter a turned profile feature by simply 
checking an ‘edit’ command.  
The Advanced 5-Axis Cycle benefits from seven new aspects, each one aimed at either offering new 
toolpath functionality, or improving existing ways of working. Focusing on the ‘Multi blade machining’ 
module, additional Collision Check options have been added, along with the introduction of a specific 
fillet finishing option commonly found on impellor components. The Roughing tab now includes the 
ability to mirror a 5-axis toolpath, which not only creates a mirror image by reflecting it symmetrically, 
but also alleviates the need to add extra transformation CAM instructions. 
Port machining is given two enhancements. The cycle now uses Automatic Spine, where, by default, it 
checks the spine position in relation to the machining surface. “If it’s too close, the toolpath is 
automatically trimmed back,” says Simon Mee. “In previous versions the toolpath would not have been 
created.  Also, an ‘Edge Rolling’ checkbox has been added to the port machining option which extends 
the toolpath as it enters the port.” 
When using swarf machining in the 5-axis cycle, users will find a new parameter in the Utility tab: 
Maximum Angle Step For Rotation Axis limits the rotation angle of the machine head, as some machine 
controls struggle to compensate for large rotation angles.  
A new pattern type – Flowline – has been added to the advanced 5-axis cycle. It creates a toolpath 
aligned to either the U or V direction of the machining surface. “The user can determine the toolpath’s 
style, choosing either ‘along’ or ‘around.’ As only a single face is required, calculation is extremely 
fast.” A typical application for Flowline is where a specific surface texture, or grain, is required. 
Colour is now taken into account on the Filter Entity Type command. “This means users have extra 
control as they can identify all entities, including a solid feature, by their colour.   
While using any of Edgecam’s probing cycles entities, including linear and circular edges, vertices and 
circular faces, can now be picked directly from a solid model, and because they are associative to the 
model, the toolpath automatically updates after a design change.  
A number of new and improved display enhancements give a greater level of control in Edgecam 2016 
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R2. Machine Display buttons have been added to the Heads Up Display control, for toggling individual 
elements of a machine tool graphic. A ‘comment field’ has been added to all CAM cycles for outputting 
general information about a specific cycle, helping programmers communicate more easily. And, based 
on customer feedback, the new Setup Browser has replaced the Component Setup Window. While 
retaining all previous functionality, it adds the ability to dock and undock the display. The browser can 
be displayed on multiple tabs, but can also be hidden, if required. 
Edgecam 2016 R2 continues to evolve CAM cycle dialogs by adding images and context-sensitive help 
to more commands, specifically Plunge Roughing, Project Toolpath, Rest Finishing and Project 
Boundary Collapse. “To use an old phrase, ‘A picture paints a thousand words,’ says Simon Mee. “This 
new functionality helps users to quickly understand exactly what the function does, reducing their 
learning curve.”   
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NEC and Netcracker Unveil Agile Virtualization Platform and Practice to Accelerate and Ease 
SDN/NFV Adoption 
9 May 2016 

NEC Corporation and Netcracker Technology unveiled today their Agile Virtualization Platform and 
Practice (AVP), a set of unique tools, platforms and services designed to accelerate and ease the 
adoption and commercialization of Software-Defined Networking (SDN) and Network Functions 
Virtualization (NFV). 
With AVP, NEC and Netcracker will help service providers move their operations, business processes 
and overall organizations along the path to becoming digital service providers (DSPs) that can quickly 
take advantage of new revenue opportunities through improved agility and streamlined cost structures. 
AVP will accomplish this by giving service providers the technology, training and support to: 

1. Identify, build and launch new revenue-generating services more quickly. 

2. Manage and integrate existing and virtualized network operations and create agile development 
environments to support both IT and network requirements. 

3. Better align corporate stakeholders by implementing new processes and training talent in 
emerging software and Agile methodologies. 

The components of NEC and Netcracker’s Agile Virtualization Platform and Practice are as follows: 

The Virtualization Development and Operations Center (VDOC) is a first-of-its-kind agile collaboration 
environment designed for systems architecture, network planning as well as service design and 
deployment teams to automate end-to-end service lifecycle management. It enables collaboration across 
departments and with third-party partners, including solution vendors and systems integrators. VDOC 
simplifies and accelerates service integration, testing and deployment by using Agile methodologies and 
leveraging an always expanding library of reusable service components. 
Business Enablement Applications (BEA) are designed for executives in charge of customer-facing 
business units to reduce the time it takes to monetize virtualization offerings for both B2B and mass 
markets. BEA enables this by optimizing existing IT capabilities and quickly filling the gaps with 
existing Business Support Systems (BSS) in a cost-effective manner. BEA are independent, 
microservices-based application components which can be deployed in public, private or hybrid cloud 
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environments. 
Hybrid Operations Management (HOM) is built for the operations executive in charge of running 
service provider networks and is focused on making virtual and traditional networks operate 
simultaneously at scale. HOM leverages years of proven expertise in end-to-end service management 
and Management and Network Orchestration (MANO) and fills the gaps missing in today’s solutions for 
automating hybrid network management, including assurance, continuous optimization, security and 
stability. HOM integrates with VDOC to create a dynamic and continuous feedback loop between 
product and development environments. 
The Primary Systems Integration Practice (PSIP) helps the executives tasked with moving their business 
forward to overcome the business, operations and technology challenges associated with leveraging 
virtualization technologies in multivendor, best-of-breed ecosystems. PSIP covers all stages of 
virtualization initiatives—from the initial definition of the program and its business case to the full 
transfer of operations. Leveraging years of experience with Agile deployments and software-driven 
services, PSIP can help service providers improve cooperation across multiple organizational 
stakeholders so they can drive change while reducing the risk inherent in embracing more dynamic, 
software-driven ecosystems. 
“AVP is more than just a standalone product or a point solution,” said Shunichiro Tejima, Executive 
Vice President at NEC Corporation. “It allows service providers to access NEC and Netcracker’s deep-
rooted industry expertise across all stages of virtualization deployment. Service providers are challenged 
to commercialize their SDN/NFV initiatives and launch them, at scale, into the market. With AVP, we 
can reduce the time-to-market for SDN/NFV deployments and help remove much of the risk associated 
with digital transformations.” 
“In order for service providers to evolve in the digital ecosystem, they will need to overcome the 
inherent challenges associated with SDN/NFV,” said Andrew Feinberg, President and CEO at 
Netcracker Technology. “AVP directly addresses the operational, organizational and commercial 
requirements needed to successfully launch digital initiatives, allowing for faster service delivery, 
greater revenue opportunities, and a better customer experience.” 
“In order to realize the promise of SDN/NFV technologies, the market needs powerful tooling that 
supports ‘DevOps’-style collaboration between those who develop new services and those who operate 
and monetize those services. Such an environment needs to address, simultaneously, the organizational, 
commercial and operational challenges around onboarding VNFs, rapidly chaining them into services 
and managing them. The ambition of NEC/Netcracker’s solution goes well beyond existing B/OSS and 
NFV MANO implementations,” said Caroline Chappell, Principal Analyst NFV & Cloud, Heavy 
Reading. 
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Planview Launches Troux 12 Focused on Application Portfolio Management 
11 May 2016 

Planview has released Troux 12 with a more comprehensive application portfolio management (APM) 
offering based on years of field-tested best practices. The release also adds customer-driven 
enhancements that extend visualizations and improve usability. Troux 12 embeds Troux’s APM 
expertise and experience as features within the Troux Insight module, giving all customers ready-made 
access to best practices. 



CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 38 

“Troux 12 represents a milestone with the successful shift to Planview’s twice-per-year release cadence 
from an annual one,” said Patrick Tickle, Chief Product Officer for Planview. “The enhancements in this 
release will facilitate more accurate resourcing with a reduction in costs, duplication and waste and help 
customers better plan changes to their application portfolio.” 
Expanded transition planning support in Troux 12 provides a plan of record for stakeholders, such as 
architects and project managers, to track the specific usage of an application over time and determine if 
it needs to be replaced. It also features support for multi-dimensional usage tracking of applications, 
allowing customers to define and manage how and when an application is being deployed across 
multiple organizations, locations and business capabilities. 
Troux 12 adds application assessments that let customers analyze and compare applications using 
configurable, user-defined metrics to highlight opportunities for investment and improvement. 
New visualization developments in Troux 12 allow for the creation of user-friendly, information-rich 
hierarchy maps, enhanced timelines permitting any date property as a beginning or end point and 
interactive detail panes, showing additional data aspects and graphics without losing context. 
“We worked closely with our customers during the development process and they gave us valuable 
feedback to help us deliver a set of these additions that will have an immediate impact,” said Jeff 
Ellerbee, Troux solutions marketing manager. “Version 12 is the first Troux release to take advantage of 
Planview’s Inner Circle program involving customers to help make our APM offering even more 
comprehensive.” 
Troux 12 also includes important foundational improvements to more easily integrate with other 
applications. The OAuth authentication permits software-as-a-service tools to use the Troux API and 
enables out-of-the-box integrations with many standardized security protocols, such as SAML-2-based 
frameworks. 
Visit Planview at the Gartner Enterprise Architecture (EA) Summit North America May 11-12 in 
National Harbor, Maryland to see what’s new in Troux 12. Company representatives will demonstrate 
how Troux, Planview Enterprise and Projectplace are helping EA practitioners take their place on the 
front lines of digital business strategy formation and execution. 
Troux 12 will be available this quarter. 

Click here to return to Contents 

PTC Introduces Newest Version of Its ThingWorx Internet of Things Platform 
9 May 2016 

PTC today announced the availability of ThingWorx 7, the latest version of its Internet of Things (IoT) 
platform. New features of ThingWorx 7 include an enhanced set of tools for managing connected 
products, powerful new analytics capabilities, support of public clouds, and simplified platform 
components that make it easier for developers to use their preferred tools to experiment with, prototype, 
and develop new IoT solutions. 
"ThingWorx 7, rich with new features, allows developers to more easily capitalize on the promise of 
the Internet of Things by rapidly prototyping and building impactful IoT applications," said Rob 
Gremley, president, Technology Platform Group, PTC. "As an open, flexible platform, ThingWorx also 
gives developers the freedom to build with their preferred tools and create solutions that work with their 
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existing device cloud infrastructure. Smart, connected products and systems are the future, 
and ThingWorx 7 enables companies to accelerate IoT application development and to fully realize the 
value of their investment in IoT initiatives." 
Robust, scalable, and easy to use, ThingWorx is an enterprise-ready technology platform that enables 
innovators to rapidly develop and deploy smart, connected solutions for the Internet of Things. The 
platform contains one of the most complete sets of integrated IoT-specific development tools and 
capabilities, making feature-rich solution development simple while accelerating time-to-market. 
ThingWorx 7 improves on PTC's market leadership and technological prowess with new tools and 
features to help companies get the most value out of their connected strategies. 
ThingWorx Utilities, formerly ThingWorx Converge, now offers several pre-built tools to help 
companies manage, monitor, and extract data from their products, including: 

• Connected Device Management Capabilities - Companies can efficiently define and provision 
the unique attributes of new intelligent devices as they are created and build custom dashboards 
to visualize the status and performance of their connected products. 

• Alert Management - A customizable interface offering visibility to alerts for all connected 
products, making it easier for companies to identify when a product isn't functioning as expected. 

• Remote Access and Control - Users can remotely monitor and manage connected devices, and 
perform actions such as troubleshooting problems, providing operator assistance, performing 
training, and supporting other IoT product use cases. 

• Software Content Management - Enables simple, secure, and reliable mass distribution of digital 
content to connected devices such as operating system updates, application upgrades, and 
software patches. 

PTC recently announced that ThingWorx will integrate with leading public device clouds to provide an 
open IoT platform for all customers, partners, and vendors to utilize to meet their IoT goals, beginning 
with Amazon Web Services (AWS) IoT. Companies can use AWS's device cloud to connect devices, 
send data to and from a device, and auto-provision the device directly from ThingWorx. 
As ThingWorx integrates with additional device clouds, enterprises will be able to select their preferred 
combination of optimal components from these cloud providers and ThingWorx. 

The real value of IoT is found in the data that is generated and analyzed from connected devices, and the 
speed at which it can be turned into actionable intelligence for end users. With the release 
of ThingWorx 7, ThingWorx Analytics now plugs directly into the Thing Model, making it easier and 
faster to build advanced analytics, predictions, and recommendations within ThingWorx-powered 
solutions. 

ThingWorx 7 has been upgraded with modern platform components to make it even easier for 
developers to build applications for connected products. WithThingWorx 7, developers can use their 
preferred development tools, such as Eclipse, or source code management tools, such as Git, in an 
environment that makes it possible for them to quickly prototype and experiment with IoT solutions. 

"With these enhancements to the ThingWorx platform, PTC continues to make impressive progress in 
delivering an IoT platform to the market," said Carrie MacGillivray, VP, IoT, IDC. "By offering a 
comprehensive technology portfolio and strong cloud offering - that will appeal to enterprise customers 
and developers alike - ThingWorx stands to strengthen its position in this competitive market." 
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