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CIMdata News 

CIMdata to Host Free Webinar on How to Enable a PLM Platform 

12 May 2017 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic management consulting and research firm, announces 

an upcoming free educational webinar, “Rip & Replace or Embrace & Extend to enable a PLM 

Platform.” The webinar will take place on Thursday, June 8, 2017 at 11:00 a.m. (EDT) and will last for 

one hour. 

As the platform concept becomes better understood, companies need to assess how well their current 

PLM solution can meet their needs into the future. The platform model promises a better way to provide 

capabilities that can be configured into solutions and reconfigured as requirements change. Master Data 

Management (MDM) will be used as an example of leveraging a PLM platform. CIMdata has 

undertaken research into assessing the long-term viability of PLM solutions and product innovation 

platforms. Sample results will be presented to show examples of how sustainability measurements can 

be made. Once the sustainability of current state is quantified, the decision as to whether the current 

solution must be ripped and replaced or if it can be embraced and extended can be made. 

According to CIMdata’s Practice Manager for PLM Enterprise Value & Integration, Tom Gill, “The 

migration to a product innovation platform offers a path to more effective PLM but making the right 

choices requires a good strategy for assessing current solutions to identify gaps, gaining approval to 

move forward, and successfully deploying the next generation platform.” 

This webinar will provide attendees with a successful strategy that will ease the pain of replacing or 

updating PLM solutions, which is usually significant in terms of both cost and effort. A series of 

interesting tactics will also be reviewed. 

The webinar will be useful to PLM sponsors, PLM program managers and directors, enterprise 

architects, IT architects, MDM and other lifecycle data management process owners, IT operations staff, 

and anyone wanting to learn more about enabling a PLM platform. 

During the webinar attendees will have the opportunity to ask questions about the topics discussed. To 

find out more, visit: http://www.cimdata.com/en/events/webinars/event/323-rip-replace-or-embrace-

extend-to-enable-a-plm-platform. 

To register for this webinar please visit: 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2043722013596588035 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize 

an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered 

world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods on PLM solutions. These solutions 

incorporate both business processes and a wide-ranging set of PLM-enabling technologies. 

http://www.cimdata.com/en/events/webinars/event/323-rip-replace-or-embrace-extend-to-enable-a-plm-platform
http://www.cimdata.com/en/events/webinars/event/323-rip-replace-or-embrace-extend-to-enable-a-plm-platform
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2043722013596588035
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CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and providers of technologies and services seeking 

competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, 

provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The 

company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences 

worldwide. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia- 

Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website at www.CIMdata.com, follow us on 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews, or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann 

Arbor, MI 48108, USA, Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV 

Weert, The Netherlands, Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

Click here to return to Contents 

CIMdata Publishes “Are Students ‘Real-World’ Ready?” (Whitepaper) 

8 May 2017 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic consulting and research firm released a new whitepaper 

focused on research recently conducted on PLM education from high school through university. 

Industrial companies are experiencing a very serious gap in new employees’ understanding of PLM and 

their lack of practical experience using a multitude of concepts that exist in the PLM realm. What 

companies need isn’t always what is being provided by educational institutions. This is not just an issue 

at the university level, education for tomorrow’s work environment must start much earlier in the 

education pipeline. 

Research for this whitepaper was sponsored by Siemens PLM Software that provides a suite of PLM 

education support programs. The paper presents CIMdata’s perspective on PLM education today, 

including results from a survey of PLM educators from around the world. The results and analysis point 

out some common issues that are impacting PLM education. 

According to Mr. John MacKrell, CIMdata Vice President, “Academic institutions appear to have 

difficulty positioning PLM outside of the engineering domain and beyond product design documentation 

(i.e., 2D drafting). The approach to PLM that is needed to prepare students to support today’s businesses 

requires much broader cross disciplinary thinking including consideration for simulation-driven product 

development (SDPD, systems thinking, an understanding that PLM is a business strategy, that it impacts 

many business decisions such as product profitability, supplier relationships, manufacturing strategies, 

product delivery concepts, and product maintenance.” 

CIMdata and Siemens PLM Software will also be releasing an eBook on this topic in the near future. 

To read more about this important resource, please download and read the complete whitepaper at 

www.CIMdata.com. 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize 

an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered 

world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods on PLM solutions. These solutions 

incorporate both business processes and a wide-ranging set of PLM-enabling technologies. 

CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and providers of technologies and services seeking 

http://www.cimdata.com/
file:///C:/Users/Jillian%20Hayes/Documents/Newsletter%202016-2017/DAILY/12May2017.doc%23Contents
file:///C:/Users/Jillian%20Hayes/Documents/Newsletter%202016-2017/DAILY/12May2017.doc%23Contents
file:///C:/Users/Jillian%20Hayes/Downloads/www.CIMdata.com
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competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, 

provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The 

company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences 

worldwide. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia 

Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website at www.CIMdata.com, follow us on 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews, or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann 

Arbor, MI 48108, USA, Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV 

Weert, The Netherlands, Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

Click here to return to Contents 

DESIGN In the Age of Experience: An Inspirational Dassault Systèmes’ Event (Commentary) 

11 May 2017 

Key takeaways: 

 Dassault Systèmes’ DESIGN In the Age of Experience event was inspiring and a significant 

number of their clients showcased how they are using Dassault Systèmes’ 3DEXPERIENCE 

platform to change the way they innovate and design. 

 Dassault Systèmes’ four pillars of design in the age of experience include: Designing 

Experience, Design is The Business Plan, Design is Tribes, and Design is Science Driven. 

 Dassault Systèmes is delivering solutions that seek to enable innovation by providing the data, 

tools, and time needed for individuals and groups to think and find new and innovative ways to 

do things and deliver experiences. 

 In the future, a two-year-old and a senior citizen should be able to pick up a design tool and use 

it productively without any training. 

Dassault Systèmes is currently hosting a series of “In the Age of Experience” events to highlight various 

facets of their 3DEXPERIENCE platform vision and support for the emerging experience-based 

economy. This series includes events focused on design, manufacturing, visualization, and science. The 

most recent event, DESIGN In the Age of Experience, was held in Milan, Italy during its famous Design 

Week. Milan Design Week 2017 included the programs of the Salone del Mobile (the annual 

international furniture exhibition), and Fuorisalone (a set of events distributed in different areas of 

Milan, which included Salone del Mobile). Milan, a city with deep design roots, was a fitting host for 

Dassault Systèmes’ event. Leonardo da Vinci, the great painter, sculptor, architect, inventor, military 

engineer, and draftsman, spent 17 years of his life in Milan perfecting his extensive abilities.1 

The Four Pillars of Design in the Age of Experience 

One of the main questions put forth during the event was how design will look and work in the age of 

experience. Multiple speakers addressed this question, including the events’ hosts, Mr. Philippe Laufer 

(CEO, CATIA) and Mr. Gian Paolo Bassi (CEO, SOLIDWORKS). They claimed that Dassault 

Systèmes’ design solutions support two-thirds of the world’s consumer electronics and 90% of the 

world’s automotive companies. They also commented on how design is becoming immersive and how 

Dassault Systèmes’ solutions are evolving to support new design paradigms. Finally, they described 

Dassault Systèmes’ four pillars of design in the age of experience: 

                                                 
1
 http://www.biography.com/people/leonardo-da-vinci-40396 

http://www.cimdata.com/
file:///C:/Users/Jillian%20Hayes/Documents/Newsletter%202016-2017/DAILY/9May2017.doc%23Contents
file:///C:/Users/Jillian%20Hayes/Documents/Newsletter%202016-2017/DAILY/9May2017.doc%23Contents
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 Designing Experience, where, according to Dassault Systèmes, “the value of design remains its 

ability to deliver stellar and unique experiences for consumers” 

 Design is The Business Plan, where “connected customer experiences become new personalized 

services” 

 Design is Tribes, where “connecting people, data, and ecosystems to create unique experiences” 

is enabled by Dassault Systèmes solutions 

 Design is Science Driven, where “science is at the heart of design to generate and simulate 

innovation” 

Each of these pillars are key to defining and shaping Dassault Systèmes’ design solutions, as well as its 

overall “in the age of experience” vision. They also speak to Dassault Systèmes’ holistic 

3DEXPERIENCE platform and associated vision focused on enabling their clients to design and deliver 

experiences to their customers. These four pillars represent a significant change that is underway in 

multiple industries. They address the need to radically change how companies have designed for 

decades—from focusing on features and functions, to focusing on experiences; from designing a product 

from the designer’s or engineer’s perspective, to that of users’. Additionally, they speak to the need to 

elevate design and all its extended enterprise participants to the highest level possible; to enable internal 

as well as external collaboration; and to use knowledge to drive product and process innovation across 

the entire lifecycle of products.  

Key Addresses & Messages 

The event’s keynote address was delivered by Mr. Parag Khanna, Co-Founder & Director of the Hybrid 

Reality Institute. Mr. Khanna introduced “a new model for life itself.” He focused on the current “global 

connectivity revolution,” and how the connectivity of people, data, devices, systems, etc., are becoming 

common place, as well as making the world a much smaller place. He also commented on how he sees a 

“Pax Urbanica” developing, a world where megacities (and smart-cities) will displace countries as the 

entities of power, analysis, and the basis for our understanding of social and human dynamics (i.e., life 

itself). He pointed out how Europe is getting closer to China and how today’s connectivity is bringing 

them much closer together via a new Silk Road. His views were extremely thought provoking, 

especially when one considers the potential design implications of the connectivity revolution. What 

innovation could result from smart, connected products, for example, a topic that Dassault Systèmes is 

addressing with its 3DEXPERIENCE platform and various design focused solutions. The potential 

appears to be almost limitless, and will undoubtedly drive innovation for many companies. 

Mr. Khanna’s thought-provoking talk was followed by a set of four topical discussion sessions, each 

focused on one of the four pillars. First up was Ms. Anne Asensio, Vice President of Design Experience 

for Dassault Systèmes. Ms. Asensio was asked by the session moderator to discuss why design’s value is 

now considered by many companies as higher than ever before. In her experience, all large companies 

are shifting and reinventing their innovation models, and placing the consumer at the center. As a design 

thought leader, she emphasized that Dassault Systèmes believes in imagination, experimentation, and 

prototyping to enable its customers to engage the world in a meaningful and innovative manner. 

According to Ms. Asensio, Dassault Systèmes believes that design must be performed in an open and 

free manner—a manner that fosters the creation of new and innovative ideas, and promotes creativity 

and innovation on multiple levels. This is worth noting and is fully aligned with CIMdata’s experience. 

In general, CIMdata has found that you can’t automate innovation, you must provide the data, tools, and 

time needed for individuals and groups to think and find new and innovative ways to do things and 
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deliver experiences. 

Ms. Asensio’s short interview was followed by a discussion on “Designing Experience, from products to 

unique customer experiences.” Ms. Asensio was joined on stage by Mr. Dave Marek, Acura Global 

Creative Director, Honda; and Mr. John Barratt, President & CEO, Teague. The participants had a lively 

discussion on multiple design topics. They provided examples showing why designers must be 

connected so that they can collaborate and share ideas and designs, both internally and externally (i.e., 

with partners, suppliers, and customers). Mr. Barratt showed a brief video on their work for Boeing and 

how it has shifted from physical experiences to digital experiences. He believes they are transforming 

aviation and that designers must transform as well. Mr. Marek discussed how to keep a performance 

brand like Acura relevant in a world of autonomous vehicles. Both gentlemen provided examples on 

how the free flow of ideas, designs, and other customer-centric data is critical in today’s rapidly 

changing economy—something that CIMdata has stressed for years. Without doing so, a company is 

likely to miss the market opportunity by either getting to market late or delivering a product that isn’t 

accepted by the consumer. 

Mr. Tim Houter, Team Captain, Delft Hyperloop, next provided a video update of the competition won 

by the Delft Hyperloop team. He stressed that the new design paradigm they are using includes “putting 

yourself in the shoes of your customer.” He made his view clear: to be successful they had to design, 

build, and test a prototype transportation system that had never been done before. He also described how 

Dassault Systèmes’ 3DEXPERIENCE platform streamlined their method of working together as a single 

team with members distributed across many locations. He claimed that without such a platform they 

would not have done so well in the Elon Musk-sponsored competition.  

Mr. Meron Gribetz, CEO of the augmented reality company Meta then addressed the crowd. He 

commented on how many designers are limited by their current tools. He stressed how most design tools 

have based on old user interfaces—interfaces that must be enhanced and updated to address today’s and 

tomorrow’s needs. Mr. Gribetz believes that current user interfaces are holding back innovation and 

allowing automation to overtake man’s tasks instead of augmenting them. Automation is replacing 

millions of jobs around the world. He believes that a growing body of machine intelligence is replacing 

all type of jobs, from the factory floor to the board room. Mr. Gribetz claims that design tools need to 

have a “zero” learning curve, because designers and engineers don’t have time to be trained and 

retrained, they must just get it done (i.e., they must design and engineer for a new and rapidly changing 

world). In Mr. Gribetz’s opinion, a two-year-old or a senior citizen should be able to pick up a design 

tool and use it productively without any training. This would be powerful and needs to be addressed by 

many of today’s PLM solution providers. The resulting opportunities will be significant in CIMdata’s 

assessment.  

Mr. Edward Stilson, Design Engineering, Joby Aviation; Ms. Monika Mikac, COO, Rimac Automobili; 

and Mr. Jon Friedman, CEO & Founder, Freight Farms joined the session moderator to address “Design 

is the Business Plan: Connected customer experiences become new personalized services.” The session 

participants discussed the rise of new technologies, such as the Internet of Things (IoT) and Cloud, and 

how they offer new business opportunities for personalized services that leverage data coming directly 

from consumers and their smart, connected products. Ms. Mikac discussed how Rimac is creating the 

electric super car of the future, which can be completely customized with regards to how a customer 

interacts with their own car, as well as how the super car performs. Mr. Stilson spoke about how Joby is 

designing and building a vertical take-off aircraft that will free-up today’s freeways. Joby sees a 

mobility revolution on the near horizon that will allow people to focus on enjoying where they want to 

be, instead of being annoyed by the effort it takes to get there. Finally, Mr. Friedman discussed how 
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Freight Farms is rethinking farming by taking climate out of the equation. Within Freight Farms’ Leafy 

Green Machine, for example, everything is controlled including water, light, and nutrients. These are 

precisely provided based on the specific crops being grown, thereby delivering the optimum yield. Mr. 

Friedman commented that Freight Farms is democratizing food production at the local level. These were 

all excellent examples of how three Dassault Systèmes clients are using their solutions to enable 

innovative design thinking and realize truly innovative products.  

The late afternoon sessions focused on the “Design is Tribes” and “Design is Science Driven” themes. A 

moderated discussion session kicked off the next session and it included two participants: Ms. Simona 

Maschi, co-founder & CEO of Copenhagen Institute of Interaction Design; and Mr. John Edson, 

President of Lunar, a McKinsey & Company partner. Both discussion participants talked about how 

their companies have connected people, data and ecosystems to create unique experiences. Ms. Maschi’s 

organization stresses putting people, the customer, at the center of design. Prior to the industrial 

revolution, the customer was at the center, but much of this changed when customer groups become 

targets, according to Ms. Maschi. She went on to say that the Internet and other technologies have 

allowed us to connect directly to individuals and craft individual experiences. Mr. Edson described how 

design processes and methods are changing, how his firm used big data to better understand how people 

used a specific space within an airport so they could better redesign the area. He also detailed how 

Dassault Systèmes’ solutions are supporting them in this changing environment. To finish out this 

session, Professor Katsushi Kunimoto, Head of Medical Design Research Centre at the Nagoya City 

University Hospital, presented how his group uses Dassault Systèmes’ 3DEXPERIENCE platform to 

bring surgeons and designers together to greatly improve the usability of specific surgical devices. These 

are all excellent examples that illustrate the thought leadership of these select Dassault Systèmes clients. 

The last session of the day focused on “Design is Science Driven: Putting science at the heart of design 

to generate and simulate innovation.” This moderated discussion session focused on how science is 

reshaping design. The session’s participants included Mr. John Cerone, Associate Principal, Director, 

Virtual Design & Construction, SHoP Architects, and Mr. David Wong, Head of Additive 

Manufacturing Innovation Center at the Nanyang Polytechnic in Singapore. Mr. Wong described how 

his organization is helping industries understand and embrace additive manufacturing (AM). By 

understanding how to best design for AM, as well as how associated design technologies, manufacturing 

equipment, and materials are converging so that companies have the potential to take advantage of this 

major disruptor. He also emphasized what we can learn from nature (i.e., biomimicry), and how AM can 

produce designs that mimic nature. Mr. Cerone echoed Mr. Wong’s AM comments. SHoP Architects 

has a 20-year-old start-up mentality and to thrive they must step outside the traditional and restricted 

world of architecture, engineering, and construction (AEC) tools and methods. In doing so, they have 

learned to collaborate outside of their domain. Not just being architects, but to think bigger than ever 

before. For example, they are using AM to create large structures instead of using traditional 

construction techniques. He concluded by saying that Dassault Systèmes’ 3DEXPERIENCE platform 

has allowed them to work in new and innovative ways. This was the final main session of the event, 

allowing the audience time to spend in the 3DEXPERIENCE Playground, where they could see and 

touch displays, products, and Dassault Systèmes solutions that support the four pillars elaborated on 

throughout the day.  

The second day of the event included a strategic trend session and a set of user sessions, again organized 

around the four pillars. The strategic trend sessions where presented by industry leaders from Nikon, 

Fiat Chrysler Automobiles, Kengo Kuma & Associates, and New Balance, among others. These 

individuals focused on one of the four pillars. Each user session was facilitated by Dassault Systèmes 
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leaders, and presented how specific elements of Dassault Systèmes’ 3DEXPERIENCE platform are 

supporting the four pillars. Some of the topics included “Social Ideation for High Tech Experience,” 

“Designing the Construction Experience,” “Boosting Innovation with Simulation,” “Realizing the Value 

of IoT,” and “Industrial Adoption of Additive Manufacturing,” to name a few of the twenty user 

sessions held. In addition, the event offered attendees a set of live demos where they could “experience 

the power of design.” The breadth and depth of the event’s sessions were impressive. They speak to 

Dassault Systèmes’ capabilities and vision for design in the age of experience.  

Concluding Remarks 

Dassault Systèmes’ DESIGN In the Age of Experience event, held in Milan, Italy during its world 

famous Design Week, was inspiring and showcased a significant number of their clients and how they 

are using Dassault Systèmes’ 3DEXPERIENCE platform to change the way they innovate and design. 

This event was organized around Dassault Systèmes’ four pillars of design in the age of experience: 

Designing Experience, Design is The Business Plan, Design is Tribes, and Design is Science Driven, 

each of which were expanded on throughout the event. This provided a well-thought out and delivered 

set of messages that brought practical examples on how leading organizations in multiple industries are 

changing the way they design and supporting their change with Dassault Systèmes’ 3DEXPERIENCE 

platform. Speakers throughout the two days made numerous insightful, and at times, thought provoking 

comments, one of which was Mr. Gribetz’s, that a two-year-old and a senior citizen should be able to 

pick up a design tool and use it productively without any training. A rather challenging comment, one 

that will undoubtedly push Dassault Systèmes and the other PLM solution providers even further to 

democratize the product lifecycle. 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, an independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize an 

enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM). CIMdata provides world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-

practice methods on PLM. CIMdata also offers research, subscription services, publications, and 

education through international conferences. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website 

at http://www.CIMdata.com or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108, 

USA. Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV Weert, The 

Netherlands. Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Industry Thought Leader, Dr. Andreas Vlahinos, to make a Keynote Presentation at CIMdata’s 

Product & Manufacturing Innovation Workshop 

10 May 2017 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic management consulting and research firm, announces 

that Dr. Andreas Vlahinos, Principal at Advanced Engineering Solutions, will make a keynote 

presentation at the upcoming Product & Manufacturing Innovation Driven by Digital Design & 

Simulation Workshop. The workshop will take place at the UI LABS Innovation Center, home to 

DMDII, in Chicago, Illinois, on June 6 and 7. 

In his presentation, Computer-Aided Innovation Tools, Dr. Vlahinos will describe and demonstrate a 

practical set of computer-aided innovation tools that assist engineers and manufacturers in increasing 

their innovation skills. These include: 

http://www.cimdata.com/
file:///C:/Users/Jillian%20Hayes/Documents/Newsletter%202016-2017/DAILY/11May2017.doc%23Contents
file:///C:/Users/Jillian%20Hayes/Documents/Newsletter%202016-2017/DAILY/11May2017.doc%23Contents
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 Tools that use the “Theory of Inventive Problem Solving” (TRIZ) to generate innovative ideas 

for the most difficult engineering and manufacturing challenges. 

 A Mechanism Synthesis tool, that generates, in seconds, several concept mechanisms that follow 

a given path while its supports remain within a given domain. 

 Interactive Multi-Physics Topology Optimization tools that generate the optimum 

topology/shape of a component for a given structural, thermal, or fluid requirement. 

 Tools that generate Programmable Materials (meta-materials with predefined properties). 

CIMdata’s Product & Manufacturing Innovation Driven by Digital Design & Simulation Workshop, is 

the must-attend event for industrial organizations and solution providers interested in learning more 

about model-driven engineering strategies and the solutions that will enable on-going product and 

manufacturing innovation to create competitive advantage, minimize total lifecycle costs, and drive top-

line revenue growth. It will provide attendees with independent experiences from industrial companies 

and a collaborative networking environment where ideas, trends, experiences, and critical relationships 

germinate and take root. 

CIMdata’s thought-leadership team of Don Tolle, Dr. Keith Meintjes, Dr. Ken Versprille, Dr. Suna 

Polat, and Frank Popielas, will be on hand in Chicago to facilitate the workshop and associated 

discussions. 

For more information visit http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/knowledge-council-workshops/joint-

kc-workshop-2017 

 

About Dr. Andreas Vlahinos 

Dr. Andreas Vlahinos is a Principal at Advanced Engineering Solutions. Dr. Vlahinos has been 

instrumental in rapid product development through the implementation of CAE and DFSS for several 

Government agencies and industry partners. He received his Ph.D. from Georgia Institute of 

Technology. He has been Professor at the University of Colorado and has received the Professor of the 

Year and R&D 100 awards. He is regularly invited as to make keynote presentations at international 

conferences on a variety of subjects including innovation, rapid new product development, DFSS, and 

IoT. 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize 

an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered 

world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods on PLM solutions. These solutions 

incorporate both business processes and a wide-ranging set of PLM-enabling technologies. 

CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and providers of technologies and services seeking 

competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, 

provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The 

company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences 

worldwide. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia- 

Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website at www.CIMdata.com, follow us on 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews, or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann 

http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/knowledge-council-workshops/joint-kc-workshop-2017
http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/knowledge-council-workshops/joint-kc-workshop-2017
file:///C:/Users/Owner/Documents/Press%20Releases/www.CIMdata.com
http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews
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Arbor, MI 48108, USA; Tel: +1 734.668.9922; Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV 

Weert, The Netherlands; Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

Click here to return to Contents 

PTC’s Cloud Strategy 

12 May 2017 

CIMdata's Vice President of Research, Stan Przybylinski, recently sat down with PTC’s General 

Manager of PLM, Kevin Wrenn, so that he could learn more about PTC’s cloud strategy. Among the 

topics on the table for discussion were:  

 

How important are cloud-based solutions to the strategy of PTC? 

What about the ecosystem of infrastructure, applications, and other partners that are part of your 

offerings? 

How does your solution and its go-to-market address the issues raised by your customers and prospects? 

How are your offerings going to evolve in the short to medium term? 

 

Learn the answers to these questions and more in the full blog post available at: 

http://www.cimdata.com/en/resources/cimdata-blog/item/8142-ptc-s-cloud-strategy-an-interview-with-

kevin-wrenn 

Click here to return to Contents 

Acquisitions 

D3 Acquires Autodesk Manufacturing, Plant, and Dataworks Business of MasterGraphics 

8 May 2017 

D3 Technologies, a leader in Autodesk Manufacturing Solutions, announces the acquisition of the 

Autodesk Manufacturing & Plant business assets of MasterGraphics including DataWorks MGI, the 

division of MasterGraphics focused on Autodesk Product Data Management and Lifecycle solutions 

(PDM/PLM).  

MasterGraphics is an Autodesk Platinum partner based in Madison, WI with locations in Wisconsin, 

Illinois, and Minnesota. MasterGraphics will continue to own and expand their Autodesk Architecture, 

Engineering, Construction, Civil and Imaging Equipment businesses, as well as Studio MGI, their 

visualization services division. 

D3 also serves the Central, Gulf Coast, Mountain, Northwest and Rocky Mountain regions with 

Autodesk Manufacturing & Plant solutions, coupled with a strong team of engineering, design, 

simulation, process automation, and programming professionals. 

Over 20 key personnel from MasterGraphics manufacturing team will be joining D3 and will continue to 

serve clients in the North Central U.S. with offices located in Madison, Appleton, 

Bloomington/Minneapolis, Waukesha/Milwaukee, Rolling Meadows/Chicago. This includes executive 

file:///C:/Users/Jillian%20Hayes/Documents/Newsletter%202016-2017/DAILY/10May2017.doc%23Contents
file:///C:/Users/Jillian%20Hayes/Documents/Newsletter%202016-2017/DAILY/10May2017.doc%23Contents
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http://www.cimdata.com/en/resources/cimdata-blog/item/8142-ptc-s-cloud-strategy-an-interview-with-kevin-wrenn
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management, Mark Lackovic and Dan Schulist from MasterGraphics who have been leading the 

manufacturing divisions. 

“As we refocus our business on three divisions rather than five, I am confident that our Autodesk 

manufacturing clients will be in great and capable hands with D3,” said Michael Wilkes, President of 

MasterGraphics.  “D3 is dedicated to Autodesk Manufacturing & Plant solutions, with a strong 

commitment to client success through outstanding training, support, and consulting services.” 

“We’ve had a long standing strategic partnership with MasterGraphics for nearly 10 years now.  We 

hold their team in high regard and look forward to continuing MasterGraphics strong commitment to 

their loyal manufacturing and plant clients” said Kevin Schlack, President of D3 Technologies. 

“MasterGraphics has always been impressed by D3’s track record of providing powerful solutions to 

meet the challenges of its manufacturing clients” said Mark Lackovic, “We look forward to combining 

forces with D3 to help designers and manufacturers nationwide design better products and accelerate 

time to market.” 

Clients that are new to D3 will being receiving information regarding applicable changes through the 

month of May.   

Click here to return to Contents 

Deloitte Boosts its DevOps Capability with Strut Digital 

9 May 2017 

Deloitte continues to strengthen its market leading technology practice, with the team from DevOps 

specialist Strut Digital joining the professional services firm. 

Strut Digital is a boutique technology company and managed services provider that specialises in 

DevOps. The Strut team helps companies move to and manage cloud-based IT environments, by 

leveraging the AWS cloud platform, as efficiently and effectively as possible. 

Strut’s 25 strong team will join Deloitte’s Sydney office with Strut CEO Zack Levy joining the firm as a 

partner. Strut’s other directors, David Cheal and Tim Bradey, will join as principals. The team will form 

the DevOps component of the Cloud operating unit within Deloitte’s Technology Consulting practice, 

led by Deloitte Technology, Strategy, and Architecture Lead Partner, Kevin Russo. 

Deloitte CEO, Cindy Hook, said Strut was the latest strategic investment to ensure the firm remained at 

the forefront of enterprise technology services. “We are experiencing significant demand from public 

and private sector clients for our technology expertise. Our clients are all talking about how to make the 

best use of the cloud, reflecting their need to rapidly adapt to unforeseen shifts in their marketplace, 

while improving how they service their customers in new and innovative ways. Strut Digital 

complements our previous transactions with Cloud Solutions Group, Plenary Networks and Sixtree, and 

enables us to provide a true end-to-end technology implementation experience for our clients.” 

Deloitte Consulting Managing Partner, Robert Hillard said: “Strut Digital’s deep expertise in AWS 

Cloud really complements our recently announced alliance with Amazon Web Services and our ability 

to help our clients digitally transform their entire organisations.” 

Kevin Russo said: “We are thrilled to have Strut Digital join Deloitte. The team really complement our 

existing cloud implementation services and we can now provide our clients with dedicated DevOps 

capability to help de-risk their migration to the cloud and where required manage the ongoing cloud 

file:///C:/Users/Jillian%20Hayes/Documents/Newsletter%202016-2017/DAILY/8May2017.doc%23Contents
file:///C:/Users/Jillian%20Hayes/Documents/Newsletter%202016-2017/DAILY/8May2017.doc%23Contents
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environment. Strut’s cultural focus on getting the job done right through pragmatic innovative solutions, 

aligns so well with Deloitte’s culture. Our ability to provide our clients with a full scale cloud-focused 

technical capability, from Advisory through to Managed Services, just got stronger.” 

Strut Digital CEO Zack Levy believes the synergies are evident. “This is an exciting time for our 

business. Joining forces means Strut brings leading-edge AWS Cloud expertise with some of the best 

talent in Australia to Deloitte. At the same time we are taking advantage of enterprise opportunities to 

scale-up our offering in the market. Having access to Deloitte’s pool of resources, expertise and talent, 

not only benefits our clients, but also our team’s ability to think big. We help our clients to transform 

their businesses and now we can do it even bigger and better as Deloitte.” 

Strut Digital’s track record includes projects with some of Australia’s leading brands such as Westpac, 

Qantas, Redballoon, Amway and Bauer Media Group. Strut will continue to work with its current clients 

and look to expand its practice under the Deloitte brand. 

Terms of the Strut transaction are confidential. 

Click here to return to Contents  

Renesas Electronics Announces Absorption-Type Merger (Simplified/Short-Form Merger) with 

Consolidated Subsidiary 

12 May 2017 

Renesas Electronics Corporation today announced that, following the approval of Renesas Electronics' 

Board of Directors on May 12, 2017, it will consolidate its subsidiary Renesas System Design, Co., Ltd. 

(“Renesas System Design”) through an absorption-type merger (“Merger”). 

Certain disclosure items and details have been omitted due to the Merger being an absorption-type 

merger of a wholly-owned subsidiary. 

1. Purpose of Merger 

In October 2013, Renesas embarked on structural reforms aimed at building a reliable corporate 

structure capable of generating sustainable profit a stable business foundation, In order to thrive in the 

global marketplace, on November 2, 2016 Renesas announced its “mid-term growth strategy” and is 

currently working to expand and strengthen its business portfolio for accelerated growth. One element of 

the strategy was the decision to acquire Intersil Corporation (“Intersil”), which is engaged in the 

development, manufacturing, sale, and service of analog semiconductor devices. As of February 24, 

2017, Renesas completed the acquisition of Intersil. 

Following these changes, in the press release titled, “Renesas Electronics Announces Organizational 

Reforms for Accelerated Growth” dated March 3, 2017, Renesas announced that it will be changing its 

current business structure, including Intersil Group businesses, which is classified by functions, such as 

sales & marketing, business units and design and development, into a revitalized structure with clear 

roles and responsibilities. The new business structure will consist of three business units starting July 1, 

2017: the "Automotive Solution Business Unit" (Note 1), the "Industrial Solution Business Unit" (Note 

2) and the "Broad-Based Solution Business Unit". 

With a strong emphasis on technology and device development that are the key to providing solutions, 

which are the source of Renesas’ profit, Renesas decided to consolidate Renesas System Design which 

is responsible for the design and development of semiconductor devices through an absorption-type 

file:///C:/Users/Jillian%20Hayes/Documents/Newsletter%202016-2017/DAILY/9May2017.doc%23Contents
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merger and to integrate its functions into each of the three business units. By enabling rapid and 

consistent decision-making from sales and marketing through to design and development within each 

business unit, Renesas aims to strengthen the solution ownership within the respective business units 

and accelerate growth. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Tata Technologies Acquires Swedish Engineering and Design Specialist, Escenda Engineering AB 

8 May 2017 

Tata Technologies today announced that it has entered into a definitive agreement to acquire Escenda 

Engineering AB. 

The acquisition helps Tata Technologies accelerate its plans to expand in Europe due to the rapid growth 

opportunity the region offers in both the automotive and industrial machinery sectors. Europe’s 

automotive industry is the world’s leading producer of motor vehicles by volume and is also the largest 

private investor in R&D in Europe. 

Following the acquisition, Escenda Engineering will become a wholly owned subsidiary of Tata 

Technologies Europe Limited. The company will maintain the same management team and full 

workforce under the new ownership. 

Founded in 2009, Escenda Engineering is based in Gothenburg, Sweden and has quickly established 

itself as a leader in automotive product engineering and design. Escenda’s proven product development 

knowledge and history of working with top global manufacturers will deepen Tata Technologies’ 

automotive sector expertise, expand the company’s facilities in Sweden, add strong local leadership, and 

further grow capabilities through key partnerships in Sweden. 

Through this acquisition, Tata Technologies will leverage its global expertise in engineering services to 

support key accounts in Sweden and the European market and help them create better products for their 

customers. 

Speaking on the agreement, Warren Harris, Chief Executive Officer of Tata Technologies, said: 

“Tata Technologies is always looking to evolve, innovate and ultimately grow our value proposition 

with our most important customers. Our new colleagues in Europe are some of the world’s finest 

engineers and we are united by a shared vision to bring better products to the market for our customers 

and for the millions of people around the world who benefit from them.” 

“The acquisition of Escenda is another boost to our international footprint as well as our capabilities in 

the automotive sector, where we already support a range of global OEMs. The deal showcases Tata 

Technologies’ ability, confidence and commitment to continue to grow and enhance our international 

operations.” 

Stefan Wedin, Chief Executive Officer of Escenda Engineering AB, said: 

“We are delighted to become a part of the Tata Technologies’ family and support their ambitious growth 

strategy in Europe. We look forward to working together and supporting pioneering projects through our 

combined deep industry knowledge and innovative approaches to product development.” 

The acquisition is an essential component in Tata Technologies’ European growth strategy and follows 

the recent $26 million (USD) investment in the development of a new European headquarters in the UK. 
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Escenda Engineering’s revenue has grown by approximately 230 percent across the last four years. In 

2016, Escenda Engineering was awarded the Volvo Quality Excellence Award, an annual accolade 

given to partners who fulfilled and met the highest standards and demands of Volvo Cars. 

Click here to return to Contents  

Transoft Solutions Acquires Design Pro Software  

5 May 2017 

Transoft Solutions, Inc. today announced the acquisition of Design Pro Software based in the UK. 

The acquisition of Design Pro and its highly touted line of Sign Design and Lane Marking solutions is a 

testament to Transoft’s goal to further serve its customer base and address localized needs. The 

placement of a UK office, in addition to existing offices in the Netherlands, Sweden and Germany, 

enhances Transoft’s level of service within EMEA, a growing market for the leading-edge global 

software company. Mr. Milton Carrasco, CEO & President of Transoft Solutions, added that “Transoft 

Solutions (UK) office will see growth as we continue to develop products for the local, Middle East and 

European regions while at the same time, integrating BIM and 3D technologies into Transoft’s current 

products.  Our software support in the UK will be even further enhanced by this acquisition. We 

welcome Martin and the Design Pro team to the Transoft family, as we continue to provide nothing but 

the very best products and outstanding services for our customers.” 

Mr. Martin Quigley, Managing Director of Design Pro Software, will join Transoft Solutions where his 

deep knowledge of the local market and experience with BIM-related technologies will be heavily relied 

on for Transoft’s continued growth. When asked about what excited him most about joining Transoft, 

Mr. Quigley replied, “When I flew to Vancouver to meet Transoft, “the company”, what stood out above 

all else and has left a lasting impression was how everyone supports one another. From Sales to 

Development there is no individual, it’s very much a family with an obvious internal supporting 

structure that rewards and encourages team development.” As to what the future holds, Mr. Quigley 

added “The integration and transition of Design Pro Software into Transoft Solutions will continue to 

deliver a high level of support and ensure a strong working relationship for the future.” 

Mr. Daniel Shihundu, P.Eng., MBA, M.ASCE, VP of Civil & Transportation Solutions at Transoft, was 

among the first to share his excitement about the acquisition. “Design Pro Software’s addition truly 

enhances Transoft’s position as a leading provider of Transportation Engineering software. What 

impressed me was that Design Pro Software has developed a suite of Sign and Lane Marking software 

solutions for Highways and Infrastructure projects ranging from small 2D developments to full BIM 

highway corridor projects. The ability to create signs and lane markings in 2D and quickly convert these 

to 3D is going to excite our customers. I am personally thrilled about working with Martin and his team 

to integrate BIM and visualization features in Transoft’s own products while we leverage our marketing 

strength to bring global success to Design Pro’s products. Together, I believe we can empower our 

customers with the most advanced state-of-the-art transportation engineering design tools. 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Company News 

Dassault Systèmes U.S. Foundation Provides Grant to Base 11 to Develop Engineering Talent 

10 May 2017 

The Dassault Systèmes U.S. Foundation and Base 11 today announced a workforce development 

initiative focused on training the next generation of engineers with the skills most in-demand by 

aerospace, high-tech and transportation industries. 

With a grant from The Foundation, the initiative will provide students with training in collaborative 3-D 

engineering design platforms used by many large employers including Boeing, Northrup Grumman, 

Lockheed Martin, Tesla, Honda, HP and IBM. 

“We are thrilled by the grant from The Dassault Systèmes U.S. Foundation as it will accelerate our 

ability to empower our academic partners with the tools and resources they need to transform high-

potential, low-resource students into 21st century STEM leaders,” said Landon Taylor, CEO of Base 11, 

a nonprofit STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) workforce development and 

entrepreneur accelerator. 

The initiative will be piloted this summer at the University of California, Irvine’s Samueli School of 

Engineering with community college students participating in the Base 11 summer fellowship 

program being the first to receive training on the collaborative 3-D design solutions. 

“This workforce development initiative by Base 11 speaks to the huge demand for trained talent that 

we’re hearing from employers,” said Al Bunshaft, President, The Dassault Systèmes U.S. Foundation. 

“We are excited to support this innovative initiative that aims to create new educational content with the 

learning and discovery capabilities of 3D technology and virtual universes. This will offer a solution for 

employers, while simultaneously changing the lives of underserved students and their communities.” 

The Autonomous Systems Engineering Academy was based on a highly successful freshman 

engineering course at the Samueli School of Engineering featuring hands-on, project-based learning. In 

2015, Base 11 funded an adaptation of the course as an 8-week residency based summer program geared 

toward high-potential, low-resource community college students. The inaugural cohort of that program 

was recruited from across the country and completed the program at UCI in the summer of 2016. (See 

video here.) 

The academy focuses around hands-on, interactive projects that encompass multiple engineering 

disciplines. Students learn the basics of aerospace design, computer aided design, 3-D printing, basic 

electronics and fabrication techniques through a series of mini projects. Each of those mini projects is a 

necessary component of the final capstone project, which is a fully operational unmanned aerial vehicle, 

or drone. 

In the first phase of the initiative, funded by The Dassault Systèmes U.S. Foundation, the process of 

designing the drone will be enhanced by access to and training on 3-D design platforms used by 

engineers at major corporations. 

Beginning January 2018, Base 11 will expand the ASEA curriculum into a full academic-year college 

credit-bearing engineering course at three community college campuses in Orange County, California, 

San Francisco and Phoenix including Orange Coast College, Skyline College and South Mountain 

Community College, with the potential to reach other markets in 2019. 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Flafondation.3ds.com%2F&esheet=51556383&newsitemid=20170510005728&lan=en-US&anchor=The+Foundation&index=1&md5=a0e245ec2b44136d4e791bced1582362
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“The partnership with Base 11 and the financial support of The Dassault Systèmes U.S. Foundation is 

helping us expand our reach into community colleges and high schools, advancing our mission to 

prepare future engineers for matriculation at UCI and on to successful STEM-based careers,” said 

Gregory Washington, Stacey Nicholas dean of engineering, Samueli School. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Dell Technologies Simplifies IoT for Customers with New IoT Products and Partnerships 

9 May 2017 

Dell Technologies announces new Internet of Things (IoT) products and partnerships to help customers 

take the complexity out of their IoT deployments and more quickly realize Digital Transformation. 

Companies are looking for faster, real-time analysis of the massive amount of data produced by all of 

these "things" on their networks. For some, it's too expensive to move all the data from the edge of the 

network near the devices to the data center. Computing at the edge helps determine which data sets are 

interesting, relevant and need to be sent back to the data center or the cloud for further analytics and 

longer term storage, saving bandwidth and reducing costs and security concerns. 

New IoT Products and Services 

Simplified "Things" Management – The new VMware Pulse IoT Center is a secure IoT infrastructure 

management solution that will enable customers to have complete control of their connected things. 

VMware Pulse IoT Center will help customers to more efficiently manage, operate, scale and protect 

their IoT projects from the edge to the cloud. Dell will be offering VMware Pulse IoT Center as the 

preferred enterprise management and monitoring solution for Dell Edge Gateways. By plugging Pulse 

IoT Center into the new EdgeX Foundry, VMware will be able to offer system and device management 

for the EdgeX ecosystem. 

IoT Advisory Services – IoT Technology Advisory Service is a new consulting offer from Dell EMC 

Services to help organizations determine the key capabilities and architecture required to leverage IoT 

data (e.g., sensors, beacons, gateways, mobile phones, wearables, connected devices). This information 

can be used for initiatives such as optimizing key operational processes, reducing compliance and 

security risks, uncovering new revenue opportunities and creating more compelling customer 

engagements. 

Open Source Framework for Interoperable Edge Computing – The Linux Foundation recently launched 

EdgeX Foundry, an open source software project chartered to build a common framework and 

surrounding reference platform for edge computing. It will drive interoperability between proprietary 

value-added applications and existing connectivity standards. It was started by a community of more 

than 50 companies such as AMD, Analog Devices, Dell EMC, Foghorn and VMware to enable an 

ecosystem of plug-and-play components that can be combined to quickly create secure and scalable IoT 

solutions. Dell contributed more than a dozen microservices and over 125,000 lines of source code 

under Apache 2.0 to seed the project, additional contributions are already underway from other 

members. EdgeX Foundry is architected to operate on any hardware, on any operating system and with 

microservices developed in any application environment for maximum scale. 

Carefully Curated Partnerships 

Dell has carefully curated a group of IoT software and services partners through the Dell IoT Solutions 

Partner and Dell EMC Partner Programs. Many partners have deep, proven expertise in industry-specific 
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IoT challenges, and can help with everything from managing multiprotocol data sources to security to 

analytics. New partners recently added to the program include Analog Devices, Atos, Bosch, 

ForgeRock, IOTech, Mocana and Modius. 

Today's key IoT partner news includes: 

 Dell and Bosch have jointly developed an Industry 4.0 jump start kit to help customers 

implement IoT projects quickly to realize faster ROI. The kit consists of multiple Bosch XDK 

sensors, a Dell Edge Gateway, ready-to-go use-cases, cloud integration and software, all 

preconfigured. 

 Atos and Dell EMC are working together to build an IoT service management framework, Atos 

Codex IoT Services, to allow customers to be assured that all users can continuously create value 

from their connected devices. 

 Atom AMPD, an enterprise-level communications solution provider, will also bundle their 

software with Dell Edge Gateways and Embedded Box PCs. 

Dell Technologies – An IoT Heavyweight 

Dell Technologies is the industry's broadest Internet of Things (IoT) infrastructure solutions provider. 

The company offers a complete edge-to-core-to-cloud portfolio of infrastructure for IoT solutions that 

includes everything from infrastructure, embedded PCs, IoT gateways, security and manageability 

solutions and more. 

Dell Technologies' capabilities in IoT allow for fast innovation and simplified integration and include: 

 More than 30 years of IT heritage and more than 15 years of operations technology (OT) 

experience through the Dell EMC OEM Solutions team – deep understanding of both IT and OT, 

critical for successful IoT implementations 

 Technology and expertise of Pivotal to rapidly develop and update cloud-native software 

 Dell EMC infrastructure for storing and analyzing the data that the "things" generate 

 Ruggedized, purpose-built IoT hardware designed to collect data at the edge of the network 

including Dell Edge Gateways and Dell Embedded Box PCs 

 A curated Dell IoT Solutions Partner Program with more than 70 technology and services 

partners 

 Trusted security solutions from RSA and SecureWorks that ensure data is transferred securely 

and quickly 

 Industry-leading global service and support and financing options 

Click here to return to Contents 

Nuix Appoints Rod Vawdrey as New CEO 

9 May 2017 

Global technology company Nuix today announced that the Nuix Board of Directors has appointed Mr. 

Rod Vawdrey as Chief Executive Officer, effective 1 May. 

“Rod has made a significant contribution to Nuix’s Australian and international operations over the past 
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two years in his role as Chief Operating Officer and Head of Nuix’s Asia Pacific operations, and has 

established strong relationships with our employees, customers and partners,” said Nuix Chairman and 

co-founder Dr. Tony Castagna. “He has grown the company’s customer base, expanded our geographic 

presence, strengthened business processes to support operations, and introduced an enterprise level focus 

for global sales and delivery. 

“Rod will lead Nuix through a year of transition, from its Australian foundation and heritage as an 

innovative software technology company with great people and unique capabilities, to a world leader in 

solutions for enterprise risk management, compliance and security.” 

Mr. Vawdrey brings to Nuix more than 40 years’ international experience helping corporate and 

government organisations across the globe to embrace technology to improve their competitiveness and 

deliver valuable business outcomes. Prior to joining Nuix, Mr. Vawdrey was Corporate Senior Vice 

President and President of Fujitsu Limited Global Business Group, where he led Fujitsu’s international 

operations and was responsible for the company’s IT products and services. Before that he held various 

country, region and headquarter executive roles in Europe, the Americas, Asia Pacific and Japan for 

Fujitsu, NCR and AT&T GIS. Over his career, Mr. Vawdrey has developed and implemented sales, 

partner and professional services teams, led marketing and product operations, and managed customers 

in all major markets. 

“Since joining Nuix, I continue to be impressed by the incredible power and unique capabilities of Nuix 

software and its ability to address some of the world’s most difficult data and security challenges,” said 

Mr. Vawdrey. “It is rewarding to know that we can really make a difference and I feel honoured and 

privileged to lead the Nuix team to realise our full potential. Nuix will continue to be an increasingly 

valuable business and technology partner for our customers while being an employer of choice across all 

of our operations.” 

Mr. Vawdrey will be assisted by a very capable leadership team, recently strengthened by the 

recruitment of two regional CEOs—Ethan Treese and Jonathan Rees, who head the Americas and 

Europe, Middle East, and Africa regions respectively. As part of the transition of responsibilities, Mr. 

Vawdrey will relinquish his role as head of the APAC region and Nuix will shortly announce a new 

leader for the region. These regional roles enable Nuix to support customers and partners locally, while 

maintaining an international persona through the company’s global reach and international customer 

base. 

“Our organisation represents an amazingly talented group of the world’s best engineers and subject 

matter experts,” said Mr. Vawdrey. “Together with our regional sales and support capability, I see a 

significant growth opportunity to add new customers to an already impressive footprint in some 65 

countries. Nuix counts many of the world’s leading organisations as customers and I am confident in our 

ability to continue to become a major force in understanding data and providing the insights and 

intelligence that help protect and secure our world. 

“It is very special to be a member of the Nuix team as we become one of the world’s leading software 

companies that showcases the best of Australian and overseas innovation and software engineering 

leadership.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

file:///C:/Users/Jillian%20Hayes/Documents/Newsletter%202016-2017/DAILY/9May2017.doc%23Contents
file:///C:/Users/Jillian%20Hayes/Documents/Newsletter%202016-2017/DAILY/9May2017.doc%23Contents


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 19 

PLM Alliance to showcase live engineering approach with SAP® Engineering Control Center at 

SAPPHIRE NOW® 

12 May 2017 

PLM Alliance, comprised of SAP development partners including EPLAN and sister company 

CIDEON, are participating in SAPPHIRE NOW® and the ASUG Annual Conference May 16–18, in 

Orlando, Florida. At booth 945, the partners will showcase the integrated live engineering approach for 

SAP® Product Lifecycle Management (SAP PLM) application with the SAP Engineering Control 

Center integration tool. EPLAN’s electrical CAE system – EPLAN Electric P8 – and electronic CAD 

systems including Altium, Cadence and Mentor Graphics will be showcased. There will be 

demonstrations of interfaces to Autodesk AutoCAD and Inventor, Dassault Systemes CATIA V5 and 

SOLIDWORKS, PTC Creo, and Siemens NX and Solid Edge. The alliance also will give a lecture at the 

Live Theater with the theme “How to make engineers want SAP PLM.” SAP Engineering Control 

Center, the SAP integration tool for authoring tools like MCAD, ECAD and Office applications, was 

designed for this purpose. The presentation will highlight the benefits of an integrated SAP PLM 

solution and discuss efficiency gains for the extended enterprise. 

SAPPHIRE NOW and ASUG Annual Conference are the world’s premier business technology event 

and largest SAP customer-run conference, offering attendees the opportunity to learn and network with 

customers, SAP executives, partners and experts across the entire SAP ecosystem. PLM Alliance’s 

participation stems from the growing need among customers running SAP software to enable closed-

loop engineering and the digital thread without increasing complexity of overall system architecture. 

The embedded SAP solutions allow cross-departmental business users to access, manage and control 

real-time product development data. This helps ensure that quality, time to market, and overall product 

development costs are managed on time and on target. 

Click here to return to Contents 

PROS Extends Innovation Leadership in Modern Commerce with CognitiveScale Alliance 

11 May 2017 

PROS today announced an alliance with CognitiveScale, a provider of industry-specific augmented 

intelligence software. PROS will partner with CognitiveScale to leverage cognitive cloud technologies 

to enhance the value of PROS solutions across its portfolio. 

PROS applies data science and artificial intelligence to solve complex business problems, training its 

algorithms with best-practices data from real-world implementations. CognitiveScale will augment 

PROS rich data and science with AI software inputs to help end users with highly personalized, 

intelligent, contextual and evidence-based insights and recommendations. Designed on CognitiveScale’s 

open and extensible platform, and populated with knowledge graphs, data sources and trained models, 

the integrated solution will provide users with the right advice, at the right time and with the right 

evidence. 

“Companies are entering a new era of digital business with buying experiences that are forever 

changed,” said PROS Chief Technology Officer Rob Reiner. “Cognitive algorithms and machine 

learning will enable competitive enterprises to create frictionless and personalized buying experiences 

across every customer channel. The personalized experiences of today will become the individualized, 

segment-of-one experiences of tomorrow, as cognitive algorithms and machine learning galvanize what 

customers expect from their purchasing experiences.” 
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“We are bringing scalable, practical artificial intelligence to the enterprise that pairs man and machine 

with intelligent user engagement and business processes,” said CognitiveScale CEO Akshay Sabhikhi. 

“Our software is industry optimized and compliant, and can support the most demanding enterprise 

workloads. PROS is at the forefront of the modern commerce experience, enabling companies to 

personalize the selling experience with speed, precision and consistency across its sales channels. We 

look forward to enriching these engagements with inputs that deliver even richer contextual insights.” 

Click here to return to Contents  

PTC and EY Align to Facilitate Industry Innovation and Adoption of Internet of Things Business 

Models 

9 May 2017 

PTC and EY have formed a strategic alliance to facilitate industry innovation and promote adoption of 

Internet of Things (IoT) business models using the ThingWorx® industrial IoT platform from PTC. 

With this alliance, PTC and EY will co-create IoT solutions, based on the ThingWorx platform, to 

enable manufacturers to improve end-to-end product lifecycle management (PLM), including such 

functions as requirements management, product design, production, operations, and service. These 

solutions are expected to be offered to a wide range of industries.  

PTC and EY are long-time collaborators, having successfully completed a variety of IoT and PLM 

solution projects. As part of PTC’s global ecosystem, EY will have access to PTC platforms and 

solutions, which will serve to support its extensive experience in supply chain and operations, IoT and 

Industrie 4.0, product lifecycle management, data analysis, cybersecurity, and business transformation. 

“Most companies lose contact with their products once they have left the factory floor,” said Dr. 

Christoph Kilger, EY advisory partner. “However, one must think in terms of a holistic process where 

operational data is collected to improve the product and maximize customer value. PTC’s IoT solutions 

enable end-to-end lifecycle management in an easy and user-friendly way. EY will contribute its 

knowledge and skills to help companies create smart manufacturing systems that enable them to adopt 

new business models and optimize current systems and processes.” 

“Expanding our global ecosystem to include renowned advisors like EY is one of the most effective 

ways PTC can bring its technology to a broad range of new customers and industries,” said Catherine 

Kniker, chief revenue officer, platform group, PTC. “With its bandwidth and vast services portfolio, EY 

is an important collaborator as we continue to focus on developing and marketing innovative IoT 

solutions.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

U.S. SBA Honors Prabhu Patil of PROLIM as the Entrepreneurial Success of the Year 

6 May 2017 

Prabhu Patil, President & CEO of PROLIM, has been honored with the “2017 Entrepreneurial Success 

of the Year Award” by the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA), Dallas, Texas, in recognition of 

his achievements and role in driving the nation’s economy. 

 

This year’s honorees of the year were honored at a luncheon hosted at the Sheraton Arlington Hotel, 

Arlington, on the 4th of May 2017, by the SBA New Administrator, Linda McMahon. 
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Having extensive experience in successfully providing IT, Engineering, Consulting, and outsourced 

solutions across industries, Mr. Prabhu Patil is the man behind the concept, design and implementation 

of complex global delivery model across continents and countries. 

 

Prabhu Patil founded PROLIM Global Corporation, a PLM software product and services company 

based in Farmington Hills, Mich., in 2005. With over 25 years of experience, his hard work, innovative 

ideas and dedication have contributed immensely to the growth of the community. 

 

The event was attended by entrepreneurs, executives and leaders who shared their views and thoughts. 

The 2017 finalists were selected by an outstanding panel of hard-working, independent judges from 

USA Govt. Small Business Administration. The award is presented by Linda McMahon, who is Linda 

Marie McMahon, an American professional wrestling magnate, CEO of WWE and who is currently the 

Administrator of the Small Business Administration, under the Trump Administration. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Widespread Neglect of Pricing and NPI Practices Poses Major Financial Risks, According to Propel 

Survey 

11 May 2017 

A recent survey of Salesforce CRM customers found widespread use of manual tools and lack of 

resources are introducing major risks to revenue, customer satisfaction and compliance, especially since 

companies are updating thousands of products and dozens of price books each year. According to the 

research, over 80% of companies experience delays, pricing and configuration errors, and ad hoc 

approvals. These are just a few of the findings of a survey that Propel, a modern cloud PLM software 

company, conducted through an online survey and at a Salesforce World Tour event. 

The purpose of the Propel survey was to understand how well companies and Salesforce CRM users are 

rolling out product updates to their sales, marketing and channel partners. Updates to price books, 

product attributes and CPQ (Configure Price Quote) rules typically occur with new product 

introductions (NPI), trade promotions and seasonal adjustments. 

Key findings from the survey include:  

 A vast majority of companies have sub-optimal processes for updating products and prices: 

While survey respondents rated their processes 3.05 out of 5 stars, only half of them adhered to 

corporate or regulatory standards. Even worse, almost 90% of companies faced errors and delays 

in the update process. 

 Manual tools are inhibiting effective processes: 34% of survey respondents are using 

spreadsheets or email to manage changes to products and pricing. Salesforce Data Loader, a tool 

to upload spreadsheet data into Salesforce, was used by 26% of respondents. 

 Surprisingly, only a handful of people are tasked to manage thousands of products: 55% of 

respondents used 5 people or less to manage an average of 1,688 products and 32 price books in 

Salesforce. 45% of respondents updated their products and price books at least once a month. 

“The research shows that poor pricing practices during new product introductions are bringing 

significant financial and legal risk to companies across all industries,” said Miguel Tam, VP of 
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Marketing at Propel. “Just a one month delay in approving updates can cost hundreds of thousands of 

dollars. Unfortunately almost 90% of companies lack defined processes to control how critical product 

information, including new features, pricing and configuration rules, are communicated to sales teams 

and distribution partners. ” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Events News 

NextLabs CEO and Information Security Pioneer to Speak at Siemens PLM Connection 2017 on 

Latest Trends in Data Protection 

8 May 2017 

NextLabs announced their founder and CEO, Keng Lim, will be presenting at Siemens PLM Connection 

in Indianapolis.  Mr. Lim, an information security pioneer, will discuss leading security technologies for 

ensuring intellectual property is protected throughout the manufacturing process. Siemens PLM 

Connection is the largest conference of its kind, and hosts members and industry experts to discuss the 

latest trends in manufacturing, deployment, and product development. Product innovation includes some 

of the most valued information that organizations own and the increase in information theft has 

warranted a stronger data defense. Mr. Lim will be sharing insights he has gained working in the 

industry and with CAD and PLM customers over the years. 

Companies face significant intellectual property and compliance risk when they share their most critical 

business data. They need to be able to share sensitive product and manufacturing data across a global 

and multi-level supply chain and partner network. In his first session, Mr. Lim will highlight proven best 

practices that organizations have implemented to safeguard information and maintain the level of 

security required when sharing information with suppliers and partners. He will discuss new security 

strategies that provide greater access controls and visibility into data access, usage, anomalies and risk 

analytics. 

Mr. Lim will also discuss how customers are using the most advanced Enterprise Digital Rights 

Management technologies to secure data from product creation to completion and beyond – including 

preventing unauthorized access throughout multi-tier supply chains with dynamic authorization, time-

out features that prevent contractors and ex-employees from gaining access when they are terminated, 

and using real time contextual information to make sure all relevant access criteria is considered. 

During his second session, Mr. Lim will focus on how customers use Enterprise Digital Rights 

Management (EDRM) to achieve data protection throughout the extended enterprise. Attendees will 

learn how advanced EDRM is revolutionizing secure enterprise collaboration by allowing organizations 

to automatically protect all types of documents and files with the ability to monitor access, track usage, 

revoke permission, and maintain persistent protection regardless of where the files are located – in 

motion and at scale. Mr. Lim will be joined by executives from Siemens and Caterpillar following his 

presentation for a roundtable discussion. 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Financial News 

L&T Infotech Issues Q4 Fiscal 2017 Earnings Release 

4 May 2017 

The PDF is available for viewing and download online: https://www.lntinfotech.com/wp-

content/uploads/2017/05/Earnings-Release.pdf 

Click here to return to Contents 

Implementation Investments 

Results with Centric Software PLM seen by Conair; Extends Solution to New Division 

11 May 2017 

Centric Software announces that Conair Hair Brush and Accessories (HBA) Division, with brand names 

like Scünci and Conair, is now implementing Centric Software to provide an improved product lifecycle 

management (PLM) solution. This builds on the success Conair’s Allegro Division and IT team 

achieved when implementing Centric software in 2016.  

With an annual revenue of over $2 billion in sales, Conair is a global leader in the manufacture and 

distribution of personal health and beauty products, homeware, and small electronics. Allegro, a division 

of Conair that produces makeup cases, beauty travel bags and related accessories, implemented Centric 

Software PLM in 2016. Following Allegro’s positive experience with the system, Conair IT team 

proposed to HBA Division they also consider adopting this solution for their PLM needs. The feedback 

from Allegro Division on their Centric experience was critical in this second implementation decision. 

Mark Grimes, Marketing Director at Allegro, explains that Allegro decided to select a PLM system in 

2015 because their operations had become very complex. 

“Once upon a time we had two or three lines that we sold through catalogs to the majority of customers, 

but over the last ten years that evolved into a situation where we were doing customization for almost 

every major retailer we work with,” he says. “So instead of two or three lines, we were doing thirty or 

forty. We were working in Excel, in our self-constructed databases and in email. This made it very 

difficult to keep ‘one version of the truth’ and to document and store information in a way that would be 

easily accessible to everyone who needed it.” 

Allegro Division, working with Conair IT team, considered a number of different vendors, but 

eventually selected Centric in early 2016. 

As Grimes explains, “During the evaluation process, the Centric team was always available to answer 

questions and met with us several times. They sent us a list of other customers that we could speak with 

and we even did site visits with a couple of Centric customers to see how they were using the system in 

real life. Because the system would be heavily used by the design department, we needed a system that 

was ‘design-friendly’ and didn’t look just like a giant spreadsheet. The flexibility of Centric’s solution 

was also huge, compared to the competition.” 

Allegro implemented Centric PLM in just nine months and the system is primarily used by its design, 

marketing, sourcing and merchandising teams. Centric is used by Allegro’s US-based team, as well as a 

small team in China. The second phase of the project is underway, which involves extending the system 
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to vendors. As Grimes reports, users are very happy with the system. 

“Now when people look something up they know that they can trust the information because there is 

only one place to find it. We previously had a problem with photos that didn’t match products and some 

items had no photos whatsoever. Now when the product is created we have not only its photo, but the 

entire evolution from inspiration to design drawings. It’s vastly easier to access information and 

accuracy is much better because we’re not working with ten different spreadsheets.” 

“Everyone is very happy – it puts all the information at your fingertips.” 

Allegro’s experience caused Conair IT to ask other divisions of Conair to consider whether Centric 

could work for them. IT are now working with the HBA/Scünci Division on a separate implementation 

of Centric PLM. Conair’s CIO, Jon Harding commented: “IT was the catalyst here to provide Allegro 

Divison the opportunity to pick a solution that really fits their PLM needs. The success of this first 

implementation was brought home to me when we setup the review of what Allegro did with Centric 

Software for the HBA Marketing team...Allegro Marketing were the very convincing software sales 

people this time around!” 

As Grimes concludes, “Our relationship with Centric has been amazing. They really understood our 

needs. Without being in our faces, the team made sure that we proceeded through each stage of 

implementation and didn’t get stuck. The hair brush and accessories group are now going to implement 

Centric, which opens up opportunities for easier collaboration with that division. We’re extremely happy 

that we chose Centric to partner with and so pleased to have got through the process successfully in a 

short amount of time.” 

Chris Groves, President and CEO of Centric Software, says, “We are proud that Allegro is having such 

positive experience working the Centric team and Centric PLM. We welcome the news that Centric is 

being extended to another division of Conair and look forward to helping enhance collaboration between 

different divisions.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

UAS Specialist EMT Introduces CIM DATABASE PLM 

10 May 2017 

EMT is a company certified by the German Armed Forces Aviation Authority for the development, 

manufacture and maintenance of aviation equipment. The company, which is headquartered in 

Penzberg, a city south of Munich, develops unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) and ground control 

stations for real-time aerial image analysis, flight mission planning and aircraft control. 

As an aviation company, EMT must provide proof that it has implemented and validated all functional 

and regulatory requirements when developing its systems. "CIM DATABASE allows us to store a 

complete, digital file covering the lifecycle of each of our products in a central enterprise application," 

says EMT project manager Maximilian List. "This means that we will be able deal with the traceability 

issue much more easily in the future." 

EMT intends to use CONTACT's PLM system to manage the configuration of products and tools, to 

speed up its complex approval procedures and for audit-trail capable documentation. The UAS 

manufacturer is therefore first of all implementing a project-specific documentation and article 

management facility with an approval process that is managed via parallel workflows and which is 

concluded with the digital signature of the engineer responsible for testing. Other expansion phases will 
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address the use of CONTACT's XBOM Manager for management of the serial numbers and tool 

versions, integration of four different MCAD and ECAD systems and synchronization with the ERP 

system, among other things. 

Unlike conventional drones, the high-tech aircraft manufactured by EMT have a long range and function 

properly under severe weather conditions and in difficult terrains like the arctic or desert. This has not 

only made the company the European market leader in the military segment but has also led to an 

increase in demand in the civilian sector. In this sector, the aircraft are used to perform missions related 

to public safety, for example in the event of a natural catastrophe or industrial disaster, to monitor traffic 

or to perform measurements related to climate protection. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Product News 

Browzear Announces Open Platform for 3D Apparel 

9 May 2017  

Browzwear announced today the launch of the Browzwear Open Platform. The Open Platform is the 

cornerstone of a program designed to enable fashion brands and retailers to leverage a growing 

ecosystem of integrated software solutions as part of their digital apparel process. 

The apparel industry is currently transitioning from traditional, manual design and development to 

digital technologies and workflows that promise faster delivery, higher customer satisfaction, and 

greater sustainability. The ability to interact with accurate, 3D garments right from the design stage, all 

the way through to production and merchandising, is key to this transformation. 

With the Open Platform, Browzwear is bringing together the many different solutions that can play a 

part in the digital process, and enabling them to leverage the power of 3D. Partners in the Open Platform 

program provide software for asset management, pattern design, costing, merchandising, showcasing, 

online shopping, workflow and more. For Browzwear partners, the program features the new Open 

Platform API, along with support for testing and development, and joint marketing initiatives. For 

brands and retailers, the program also includes advanced consulting and integration services that help 

organizations to design and implement a customized digital process successfully. 

Here is what some Browzwear partners are saying about the Open Platform initiative:  

“Browzwear’s 3D digital technology together with Dassault Systèmes’ Product Lifecycle Management 

solutions can streamline the way fashion companies design, develop and manufacture products.” Said 

Chris Colyer, VP Consumer Goods & Retail at Dassault Systèmes. “The Open Platform is an important 

step forward for the digital transformation of the fashion industry.” 

“Browzwear’s true-to-life 3D design and development together with Modo’s photorealistic rendering 

gives designers the ability to showcase their garments effectively long before samples are available. 

Through the Open Platform, designers can now launch a Modo render with a single click,” said Shane 

Griffith, Product Marketing Manager, at Foundry. 

“By integrating our GRAFIS 2D CAD software with Browzwear’s 3D prototyping, our customers can 

instantly simulate their patterns. The integration with Browzwear’s API allows simulation of style 

modifications to fit and design in seconds. Browzwear’s API provides a wide range of functions which 

allows this deep integration with our products.” Dr Kerstin Friedrich, Managing director at GRAFIS 
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Software, Germany. 

“Each of our customers has a unique process and we are committed ensuring that their digital 

transformation is a success,” said Sharon Lim, Browzwear CEO. “We created the Browzwear Open 

Platform program so that we can help every customer create the right solution for their business, through 

a combination of True-to-Life 3D, expert services, and complimentary products and technologies.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Coreform Develops Software for Better Simulation Through Better Geometry 

9 May 2017 

Coreform (previously called Isogeometrx) has been working for a few years on laying the foundation for 

the commercial use of isogeometric analysis (IGA). IGA has been well-proven academically as an 

accurate and exciting field of finite element analysis (FEA). IGA is sometimes called "next-gen" FEA 

because of its promise of higher accuracy and unification with CAD geometry. But IGA has lacked 

enabling technology to be seriously used in industry. And, while anyone associated with the CAD or 

CAE industries would agree at a high level that significant efficiencies would be gained if FEA was able 

to be performed directly on CAD geometry without first simplifying, approximating, and meshing the 

CAD, such a vision would require massive, fundamental change. 

A path towards this unification of CAD and FEA is emerging at Coreform. Coreform is working on a 

first commercial step of bringing the accuracy benefits of IGA to existing FEA workflows and has 

invented an enabling technology, U-splines, that has shown promising early results as a basis for 

improved simulation as well as potential for use in CAD. Check out the website to learn more. 

Click here to return to Contents 

EFI Optitex Launches the First Visual Collaboration App for the Fashion Industry 

9 May 2017 

EFI Optitex announces the launch of O/Cloud Collaborate, the first web-based Software as a Service 

(SaaS) solution offering visual collaboration specifically geared to the fashion industry. The product 

leverages a photorealistic 3D viewer and streamlines collaboration across the global supply chain. 

Through a secure, cloud-based environment, O/Cloud Collaborate allows designers, technical designers, 

pattern makers and other stakeholders at brands, vendors and sourcers to share and visually collaborate 

on product development samples and related documents and images. This enables retailers, brands and 

vendors to dramatically shorten their product development calendar, make product decisions earlier and 

develop better products, as more design iterations can be made in a fraction of the time. 

Having an updated, centrally stored SVOT (single version of the truth) for product development, along 

with a photorealistic digital view of how garments will look and act, allows users to easily identify 

issues. It also gives them the ability to address and implement design ideas before physical samples are 

ever produced. 

“Brands in the apparel industry have been seeking tools and methodologies to shorten the ideation, 

development and approval workflows for new garments. Most often, the parties involved in the design 

and development process are scattered around the world, making the meeting of tight timelines a 

particular challenge,” said Asaf Landau, EFI Optitex’s vice president and general manager. “This new 
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visual collaboration platform cuts development times by many weeks, allowing the world’s leading 

retailers and brands to design better products, faster.” 

Guy Alroy, EFI Optitex’s head of products, added that “having this platform directly integrated with the 

CAD authoring tools allows users to be incredibly efficient in exchanging ideas and comments, speeding 

up the decision-making process and thus the time to market.” 

EFI Optitex will be presenting O/Cloud Collaborate and other solutions in its Innovation Corner at this 

week at Texprocess in Messe Frankfurt (Hall 4.0, booth # B41). Since 1988, EFI Optitex solutions have 

enabled apparel and soft good companies to create better products and save valuable time, money, and 

resources in their core product development, production, merchandising, and marketing processes. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Gerber Makes it Easy for Designers to Integrate Adobe® Illustrator® CC17 into YuniquePLM® 

10 May 2017 

The ability for designers to transfer data easily between applications, while creating and managing their 

businesses, helps them spend more time designing and less time pushing data from system to system. 

With the integration of the YuniquePLM Design Suite Plugin, they are able to do this seamlessly. 

The Design Suite Plugin is now even easier to install and allows updates and new features to be 

delivered directly through the Adobe store to their users. YuniquePLM, the industry-leading fashion 

product lifecycle management software, is the only large-scale global fashion PLM system that allows 

their customers effortless installation and automatic updates through Adobe's Add-Ons Marketplace and 

keeps designers doing what they love the most – designing new garments.  

"We strive to help our customers work more efficiently and the addition of the Design Suite Plugin is 

another step in that strategy," said Clayton Parker, PLM product manager at Gerber Technology. "By 

putting the power of PLM in the designers hands, we streamline the process of delivering new products 

to market." 

Key features of the Design Suite Plugin include: 

 Color Plugin – designers can create new and access existing color palettes, including 

PANTONE® libraries, from YuniquePLM's color folder.  

 Image Plugin – users can access all Adobe Illustrator digital artwork, sketches, graphics, 

inspirational boards, detail sheets and CADs in YuniquePLM.  

 Style Plugin – designers can create new styles from sketches in Adobe Illustrator and all updates 

can be seen instantly in YuniquePLM. 

The YuniquePLM product lifecycle management software serves as a central repository of critical 

data, and eliminates problems companies often face when using multiple excel spreadsheets or tracking 

documents to communicate throughout the stages of product development and management. 

YuniquePLM creates a single version of the truth, connecting a company's creative process with their 

supply chain and production processes.   

Click here to return to Contents 
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Latest Alphacam Features New Key Automation Capabilities  

8 May 2017 

The latest release of Alphacam, from Vero Software, continues to intuitively automate key CAD/CAM 

operations, improving manufacturing productivity and efficiency. 

Automation Manager includes enhancements to simplify the workflow, including Multi-drill control, 

new Styles functionality, and further support for additional CAD file formats. 

The introduction of Automation Manager Plus across all levels of Alphacam allows advanced 

automation to support the processing of Constrained Drawings and Parametric Sketches, and Part Grain 

Direction through sheet Grain Direction and Alignment Vector options. It also includes the Cabinet 

Door Manufacture (CDM) module. 

Alphacam 2017 R2 also sees the first release of its integration with robot simulation software, meaning 

that output toolpaths generated within Alphacam can be passed directly to RoboDK’s Offline 

Programming (OLP) to simulate robot kinematics, along with a range of applications and activities such 

as robot milling. RoboDK then outputs the OLP to the robot controller. 

As part of the Vero Customer Experience Improvement Program, Alphacam integrates Microsoft 

Analytics to gather software usage statistics. 

A new Reverse Cut Direction option has been added to Rough/Finish and Stone Cut Shape, creating 

toolpaths in the opposite direction to the tool direction on the geometry. Alphacam Brand Manager 

Simon Mathias says this is particularly useful when creating multiple passes around a shape which need 

to go in alternate directions, such as polishing and sanding profiled edges. 

For Stone, Simon Mathias says cutting surfaces and solids with a disk has been made easier, as the user 

no longer has to create the work plane before starting. “The work plane can be created dynamically with 

on-screen feedback. Tabbed style dialogs have been introduced, and all strategies have Extents 

visualisation of the area to be cut with dynamic cut directions and start positions.” 

The Stone module now includes support for automatic detection of unsawn areas of the selected parts, 

and the option to add a Water Jet Cut Path operation, with two new tabs added to the sawing Dialog for 

the Water Jet Cut Parameters and its Lead In/Out settings. 

“This is an essential addition to support the many combination Saw and Jet machines in the market,” 

says Simon Mathias. 

Sawing has been enhanced by controlling how the foul avoidance is applied. It can be applied to None 

or All of the selected machining geometries. Alternatively, a separate selection can be made for the 

avoidance geometries. Foul avoidance geometries appear in a new branch of the Operation tree, where 

geometries can be added or removed, and the selection remade. 

In Alphacam’s powerful nesting function, offcuts generated from nested sheets are now written to the 

new Sheet Database. Sheets may have been created from the database or just-as-drawn in the active 

drawing. The offcut will be created under the correct sheet, matching the material and thickness, which 

can be viewed as Attributes on the sheet. 

The new release also continues Alphacam’s theme of improving user experience, by updating many 

Dialog boxes, including Profiling, 3D Machining, Lathe Turning Cycles and Stone, providing a more 

intuitive and consistent approach across the modules, to include new Images, Tooltips and Help Links. 
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Lathe Turning Cycles benefits from these new style dialogs, for Facing, Diameter Roughing, Face 

Roughing, Contour Roughing and Twin Turret Balance Roughing – again, to include new Images, 

Tooltips and Help Links. 

Support for 4K monitors has been improved with the addition of Scaling Options, to make the icons 

larger for higher 4K dpi settings – accessed from the Appearance section in the Ribbon Bar 

Configuration.  

The Input CAD Extensions add-in now supports all imported file types. “And the dialog will only be 

displayed if the CAD file imported something that can be processed – for example, at least one instance 

of geometry, text or spline. Otherwise the dialog won’t be shown.” 

There is also a new tool which he says is useful for tidying up imported geometry from CAD formats 

such as DXF and DWG, where the designer may have created several overlaying entities which are used 

in design, but are not required for manufacturing via CNC. “This is the Common Line Removal option 

which has been added to the dialog, enabling it to run automatically on CAD import. It will be 

particularly valuable when batch processing CAD data through Automation Manager.” 

In conclusion Simon Mathias says: “The automation enhancements in Alphacam 2017 R2 assist 

manufacturers to improve productivity and profitability by speeding up their manufacturing processes.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Latest Release of Flux Opens the Door to Multi-Disciplinary Optimization for Design in Electrical 

Engineering 

10 May 2017 

The leading software for low frequency electromagnetic and thermal simulation, Flux™, now a part of 

the Altair HyperWorks® simulation platform, has released its new version, Flux 12.3.  Using 

breakthrough technologies, Flux is the perfect tool for the analysis, design and optimization of modern 

applications such as electric rotating machines, actuators and sensors, high power electrical equipment, 

heat treatment or electromagnetic compatibility.  Flux 12.3 includes several new enhancements, 

enabling users to achieve even higher quality meshes and experience new and efficient ways to deal with 

3D CAD imports. 

Key highlights offered in this release include: 

 Co-simulation with solidThinking Activate™ – Altair’s solution for model-based development 

system simulation - available for 2D, 3D and Skew Flux models.  Flux embeds its own electric 

circuit editor but when it requires more advanced analysis this co-simulation is of great help.  

The coupling considers various phenomenon such as saturation, eddy currents, motion, control 

loops, system interaction, etc. 

  

 More precise evaluation of the heat transfer, through a new coupling with Altair AcuSolve® – an 

accurate computational fluid dynamics (CFD) solver included in the HyperWorks suite.  

  

 New coupling with OptiStruct® – Altair’s structural linear and nonlinear solver - allows the 

calculation of vibrations generated by electromagnetic forces in electric machines to reduce their 

noise. 
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 New robust and fast 3D mesh generation tools, including a new volume tetrahedral generator and 

high quality meshing technology able to deal with complex geometries. 

  

 Easy 3D induction machine tool setting, ensuring electric machine simulation in 3D, can be 

generated quickly and easily using the model templates. 

  

 Efficient optimization of electric systems, minimizing the losses in a device or system, 

improving the response times, increasing the torque and reducing dimensions and weight. For 

complex cases, the Altair HyperStudy® optimization solution can reduce the computing time to 

a minimum with guaranteed accuracy of results, considering different physics, like reducing the 

noise of an electric motor interacting on the electromagnetic design. 

  

 A unique post-processing function has been developed to help predict dielectric breakdown 

voltages with better accuracy, allowing for reduction of the usual oversizing in such devices. 

“Flux now benefits from the latest technologies available in Altair, ensuring added value for our users. 

We have integrated new CAD import and meshing capabilities and speeded-up 3D model creation. 

Offering new connections with the other Altair simulation tools allows users to couple different physics 

and propose a complete simulation solution. With Flux 12.3 we have opened the door to multi-

disciplinary optimization for design in electrical engineering,” said Vincent Leconte, Director Business 

Development EM Solutions, Altair. 

The addition of Flux technology to the Altair HyperWorks suite of products in 2016 has further 

enhanced Altair’s electromagnetic simulation offering by addressing the lower frequency simulation 

requirements of customers. This broad software coverage and domain expertise supports Internet of 

Things (IoT) industrial applications and the rapidly growing EM market.  

To see Flux 12.3 live and to learn more about our EM product suite, visit us on June 20th in Baltimore 

for the: "ATCx - The Highs & Lows of Electromagnetics" or in Europe, from June 26 to 28 in 

Frankenthal Germany for the European ATC. The event will feature special sessions on EM.  

Click here to return to Contents 

NextLabs Announces Enhanced Data Protection Capabilities to Secure Critical Siemens Teamcenter 

Data with Release 3.0 

8 May 2017 

NextLabs announced NextLabs EDRM for Teamcenter 3.0. The new release includes major 

enhancements to their existing, natively integrated, Teamcenter solution for securing critical PLM 

information. NextLabs Enterprise Digital Rights Management (EDRM) for Teamcenter provides 

protection automatically for all engineering file types, including 3D CAD drawings, when they leave the 

application and are shared throughout the partner and supplier ecosystem.  

The new release includes advanced protection capabilities for Teamcenter information with increased 

access and usage controls. These include additional capabilities for batch protection for enterprise 

scalability, automatic metadata sync for files at check in, and the ability to apply relationship filters to 

protect datasets – increasing the level of fine-grained authorization available. Enhancements were also 
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made to the user enrollment utility to combine attributes from Teamcenter and other information 

systems (LDAP/AD) for the authorization policy decision. 

A key enhancement is the integration with Active Workspace, which is the latest interface for intuitive 

product lifecycle management.  NextLabs EDRM for Teamcenter 3.0 integrates advanced EDRM 

capabilities with Siemens Active Workspace, enabling users to create rights-protected versions of any 

file in Teamcenter from the Active Workspace interface. Intuitive navigation also makes it easy to 

navigate through relevant PLM information and access protected documents quickly. Some of the new 

capabilities include: 

 One-step commands to trigger document protection 

 Ability to protect any type of document, including CAD file or CAD assembly 

 Apply filters to specific datasets 

 Ability to download a protected file and open in the local application if authorized 

NextLabs is committed to providing the most advanced data-centric security solutions for Siemens PLM 

to ensure product intellectual property (IP) remains protected throughout the manufacturing process and 

beyond. "Product innovation includes some of the most valued information that organizations own and 

the increase in data theft has warranted a stronger data defense," said Mr. Lim, CEO and founder of 

NextLabs. "To stay competitive, companies need to be able to share sensitive product and 

manufacturing data across a global and multi-level supply chain and partner network; however they need 

persistent protection of this data throughout the data lifecycle. As partners, we work together to stay 

ahead of security trends and provide the most advanced solutions for our customers." 

Click here to return to Contents 

OpSec to Launch Next Generation Product Management Platform Trademark InSight™ 

11 May 2017 

OpSec Security will launch its next generation product management platform, Trademark InSight™, in 

July 2017.    

Since 2007, OpSec has implemented its Trademarx licensing management product to clients such as 

Major League Baseball®, Ferrari®, NASCAR®, and hundreds of colleges and universities. The next 

generation Trademark InSight product extends the OpSec InSight product lifecycle management 

platform by providing an improved suite of web-based licensing tools including agreement and royalty 

management, secure digital asset management, and product approval workflows.  

Using Trademark InSight agreement and royalty management, users have the ability to grant 

organizational rights by properties, products, channels, regions, and program-defined other attributes.  

Agreements include the ability to maintain simple or complex royalty calculations and fee schedules 

from securely reported sales data. Asset management enables users to organize and securely store digital 

asset files while granting protected and controlled user access at the property, collection, or individual 

asset level. Product and design approvals are managed from a single and centralized design submission 

center which includes faceted search on records, dynamic routings and workflows for design approvals, 

configurable metadata definitions, and a variety of virtual mark-up, editing, and commenting tools.  

Trademark InSight includes an assortment of reporting options including dashboard widgets, list 

information, standard reporting, and a configurable ad-hoc report builder.  Architected with the latest 
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technology, the entire OpSec InSight product suite is cross device and cross browser compatible.  

Hosted in an enterprise-grade cloud computing platform, InSight is accessible to authorized users 

anywhere and anytime.    

"The newest release of Trademark InSight is another step in creating the ultimate authentication 

business intelligence tool," said Ben Stump, Chief Technology Officer.  "In conjunction with 

authentication track and trace, online brand protection, consumer engagement, Trademark InSight is 

poised to change the way brands manage the product lifecycle." 

Click here to return to Contents 

Oracle Cloud Applications Drive Business Transformation Around the World 

4 May 2017 

Organizations worldwide are increasingly adopting Oracle Cloud Applications to grow faster, 

differentiate from competitors, and better serve their customers. Oracle Cloud Applications is a 

complete and fully integrated suite of cloud applications for every function in the enterprise, and is the 

industry’s broadest, deepest, and fastest-growing suite of cloud applications. With Oracle Cloud 

Applications, organizations across all industries can deliver the experiences customers expect, attract 

and retain the talent to succeed, and achieve the performance the market demands. 

The Oracle Cloud delivers nearly 1,000 SaaS applications to customers in more than 195 countries 

around the world. With NetSuite now part of Oracle, more than 25,000 organizations around the world 

now leverage Oracle Cloud Applications to transform critical business functions and embrace modern 

best practices. To accelerate this growth and help organizations of all sizes transform business processes, 

Oracle recently announced a series of NetSuite expansions and innovations. It is also introducing 

artificial intelligence-based enterprise applications. Oracle Adaptive Intelligent Apps blends first-party 

data with third-party data, and then applies Oracle's decision science and machine learning capabilities 

to create cloud applications that adapt and learn. 

“In today’s business environment, there is no room for mistakes; organizations that do not adopt modern 

best practices across all critical business functions will struggle to survive,” said Steve Miranda, 

executive vice president of applications development, Oracle. “With Oracle Cloud Applications, Oracle 

provides a comprehensive and integrated suite of modern business applications that enable increased 

business agility and reduced costs. As a result, organizations across every industry are increasingly 

selecting Oracle Cloud Applications to transform the way they do business.” 

Oracle NetSuite Global Business Unit 

NetSuite provides a suite of cloud-based financials/ERP, HR, Professional Services Automation (PSA), 

and omnichannel commerce software that organizations in more than 100 countries use to run their 

businesses. Last week, during SuiteWorld 2017, its annual user conference, NetSuite issued a series of 

announcements to help organizations prepare for what’s next, including global expansion initiatives that 

will leverage Oracle’s scale and resources; SuitePeople, a new core HR solution natively built on 

NetSuite’s unified cloud suite; SuiteSuccess, the first industry cloud solution; major global ERP 

enhancements; and NetSuite OneWorld for Nordics-headquartered businesses. NetSuite also announced 

a wide array of innovative and fast-growing businesses that have selected the NetSuite platform. For a 

full roundup for the news from SuiteWorld 2017, click here. 

Oracle Customer Experience Cloud (Oracle CX Cloud) 
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Oracle CX Cloud Suite empowers organizations to take a smarter approach to customer experience 

management and business transformation initiatives by providing a trusted business platform that 

connects data, experiences and outcomes. To help organizations further drive predictable and tangible 

business results, Oracle extended Oracle CX Cloud last week with the introduction of innovative new 

technologies, such as chatbots and artificial intelligence, as well as enhanced mobile, video, and social 

messaging capabilities. In last quarter (Q3 FY’17) alone, Oracle added 480 new Oracle CX Cloud 

customers and 586 customer expansions. 

Oracle Human Capital Management Cloud (Oracle HCM Cloud) 

Oracle HCM Cloud provides organizations with modern HR technologies that enable collaboration, 

optimize talent management, provide complete workforce insights, increase operational efficiency, and 

make it easy for everyone to connect on any device. In last quarter (Q3 FY’17) alone, Oracle added 206 

new Oracle HCM Cloud customers and 217 customer expansions. 

Oracle Enterprise Resource Planning Cloud (Oracle ERP Cloud) 

Oracle ERP Cloud provides organizations with complete, modern and proven ERP capabilities across 

financials, procurement, and project portfolio management, as well as Enterprise Performance 

Management (EPM), Governance Risk and Compliance (GRC), and Supply Chain Management (SCM), 

to help increase productivity, lower costs and improve controls. In last quarter (Q3 FY’17) alone, Oracle 

added 564 new Oracle ERP Cloud customers and 120 customer expansions. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Solid Edge ST10 offers robust enhancements for design, simulation and collaboration 

8 May 2017 

The latest release of Siemens’ Solid Edge® software (Solid Edge ST10) brings every aspect of product 

development to the next level with new design technology, enhanced fluid flow and heat transfer 

analysis and cloud-based collaboration tools. Improved publishing tools enable the creation of 

interactive technical documents and the ability to share designs in the cloud. Solid Edge ST10 now 

makes it much easier to optimize parts for additive manufacturing (AM) and obtain quotes, material 

selection and delivery schedules from AM service providers. Newly integrated topology optimization 

technology, combined with Siemens’ exclusive Convergent Modeling™ technology, enables designers 

to dramatically improve product design efficiency and streamlines the ability to work with imported 

geometry. 

“We import many 3D models for components like lamps and cushions in a faceted format,” said Ricardo 

Espinosa, R&D Engineering Manager at Kimball International. “The new Convergent Modeling 

technology that underlies Solid Edge ST10 will enable us to work faster and more flexibly with this 

data.” 

Expanding beyond traditional CAD capabilities, Solid Edge ST10 now offers a complete portfolio of 

tools to improve product development and design. New topology optimization technology, a subset of 

automated generative design, quickly optimizes the strength to weight ratio of individual part designs. 

Convergent Modeling greatly simplifies the ability to work with geometry consisting of a combination 

of facets, surfaces, and solids – such as those created by importing third-party CAD files or through 

topology optimization. New simulation capabilities such as fully-integrated fluid flow analysis eliminate 

the need to transfer data between different applications, giving designers the ability to achieve accurate 
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and fast fluid flow and heat transfer analysis directly in Solid Edge. 

Enhancements to integrated computer-aided manufacturing (CAM) enables efficient programming of 

CNC machine tools, and the ability to define complex sheet metal components, optimized for 

manufacturing. New additive manufacturing tools enable users to 3D print parts in house or access a 

network of additive manufacturing services, optimizing material selection and delivery. 

Solid Edge ST10 also includes enriched publication features to quickly create detailed illustrations of 

designs. Publishing interactive digital documents can help communicate the correct manufacturing 

process and maintenance procedures for products. These documents are associative to the original 

design information, enabling rapid updates to the documentation when the design changes. New 

enhancements to built-in Solid Edge data management and improved integration with Siemens’ 

Teamcenter® software delivers scalable product data management to help companies of all sizes 

become digital enterprises. Component classification and off-line working are now supported for Solid 

Edge using the embedded Teamcenter integration. 

The Solid Edge portal will offer a cloud-based solution to collaborate with other users, suppliers and 

customers, simplifying communication in product development cycles. Offering a new way to work 

cooperatively, the portal allows users to upload and manage files in cloud-based folders, with multi-

platform browser-based viewing of Solid Edge and many other popular CAD applications. 

“Digitalization is leveling the playing field, providing unlimited opportunities for small-to medium-sized 

businesses to disrupt industry,” said John Miller, Senior Vice President and General Manager at Siemens 

PLM Software. “The release of Solid Edge ST10 provides a portfolio of next generation product 

development tools that will enable our manufacturing customers to fully collaborate in the digital 

economy.” 

Click here to return to Contents 
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