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Acquisitions 

Infosys to Acquire Panaya, Provider of Automation Technology 

16 February 2015 

 

Infosys announced a definitive agreement to fully acquire Panaya, Inc., a provider of automation 

technology for large scale enterprise software management, in cash, for an enterprise value of USD 200 

million. 

This acquisition reflects Infosys’ execution of its Renew and New strategy to enhance the 

competitiveness and productivity of current service lines by leveraging automation, innovation and 

artificial intelligence. Panaya’s CloudQuality™ suite uniquely positions Infosys to bring automation to 

several of its service lines via an agile SaaS model, and helps mitigate risk, reduce costs and shorten 

time to market for clients. 

Commenting on the acquisition, Dr. Vishal Sikka, CEO and Managing Director of Infosys said, “The 

acquisition of Panaya is a key step in renewing and differentiating our service lines. This will help 

amplify the potential of our people, freeing us from the drudgery of many repetitive tasks, so we may 

focus more on the important, strategic challenges faced by our clients. At the same time, Panaya’s 

proven technology helps dramatically simplify the costs and complexities faced by businesses in 

managing their enterprise application landscapes.” 

Mr. Doron Gerstel, CEO, Panaya, Inc. said, “We are excited about leveraging Infosys’ global reach, 

service footprint and broad customer base to deliver compelling, simplifying, value to clients. I am 

confident this integrated proposition will uniquely position Infosys as the services leader in the 

enterprise application services market.” 

The transaction is expected to close before March 31, 2015, subject to customary closing conditions. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 
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MSC Software Acquires Welding and Forming Simulation Leader Simufact 

17 February 2015 

 

MSC Software today announced the acquisition of Simufact Engineering. Simufact is a leader in 

simulation of metal forming and joining processes. Based on best-in-class nonlinear simulation software 

technology, Simufact.forming and Simufact.welding are metal forming and welding process simulation 

tools used by aerospace, automotive, and machinery industries, their parts and materials suppliers, as 

well as major Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs) to realize significant savings from reducing 

shop-floor tryouts of their manufacturing processes. 

Simufact's customers in the metal forming industry that leverage process simulation confirm that they 

have reduced physical testing up to 50% following implementation of Simufact's software. Moreover, 

they confirm that cycle times for new part developments can be reduced from 3 weeks to 1 week. MSC 

customers will realize even greater savings from simulating the entire process chain with Simufact and 

MSC's tools, to gain a better understanding of the as-manufactured condition of the product. 

"Too often, our customers tell me that poorly-understood manufacturing processes result in products that 

don't function as designed and simulated," said Dominic Gallello, President & CEO of MSC Software. 

"By connecting Simufact's manufacturing process oriented tools to design simulation, we can better 

assist our customers with their drive for 'first time right'." 

"It is tremendously exciting to make the leap to a global company," said Michael Wohlmuth, Co-

founder and CEO of Simufact. "Our team eagerly anticipates replicating our success with new 

companies and in more countries." Dr. Hendrik Schafstall, Co-founder and CTO of Simufact added: 

"Being a direct member of the MSC family offers additional advantages:  We will be able to accelerate 

the technology development; our customers can look forward to greater innovation." Simufact's software 

solutions have been noted within the manufacturing engineering community for their ease of use, their 

ability to simulate a broad range of physics with great accuracy (thermal/materials/ mechanics), and for 

being uniquely well suited for process chain simulation. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Company News 

Altem Technologies Wins the Dassault Systèmes Growth Award 

18 February 2015 

 

Bengaluru-based Altem Technologies added another feather to its cap by winning the Dassault 

Systèmes’ Growth Award for Overall year revenue as well as the Marketing & Technical Excellence 

Award at the Dassault Systèmes’ ‘Annual Sales Kick-off 2015’ event. 

Dassault Systèmes announced its annual VAR Excellence Awards to acknowledge the contribution and 

work of their VAR partners. These awards are given across 14 categories, including VAR of the Year, 

Best Brand Initiative, Social Impact and the Industry Excellence Awards were announced during the 

Annual Sales Kick-Off held in the city of Visakhapatnam recently. 

The 3-day annual Sales Kick-Off had senior global executives from Dassault Systèmes in attendance 

http://www.mscsoftware.com/
http://www.simufact.de/
http://www.mscsoftware.com/product/simufact
http://www.mscsoftware.com/product/simufact
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along with Industry representatives addressed the 200plus -strong audience on key issues like Cloud, 

Online Services delivery and Industry Solution Experiences which was a key focus area. 

Commenting on the win, Mr. Sharath Chandra, Co-Founding Director – Altem Technologies said“4 

years ago Altem had started without any significant financial back up. Being a start-up in a significantly 

newer industry then, it was very difficult to acquire credits, attract talented manpower etc. for software 

distribution businesses. Despite these barriers, there has been no looking back for Altem till date. Being 

rewarded with such prestigious awards is proof that we are on the right track and also an inspiration to 

up the game to exceed the expectations set for us by these awards.” 

Starting from scratch in the year 2011, Altem technologies, today has marched a long way to success. 

Altem had previously been awarded the “INDIA SME 100” award for 2014, and had been nominated for 

the “Leaders of Tomorrow” by Economic Times (ET Now) / IndiaMart and coincidently had won 

Marketing Excellence for Stratasys for year 2014 for their 3D Printing Business as well. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Barry-Wehmiller International Joins the PTC ServiceAdvantage™ Program Providing Enterprise 

Solutions 

19 February 2015 

 

Barry Wehmiller International (B-WI) has accepted an exclusive invitation to become a Certified 

Partner in the PTC ServiceAdvantage Program.  

As a Certified Partner of the program, B-WI has partnered with PTC to deliver the best solutions for 

product lifecycle management, content management, and dynamic publishing to PTC’s 40,000+ 

customers. The primary focus of the PTC ServiceAdvantage™ Program is to enable PTC customers to 

realize the full value from their investments in PTC® products and solutions. The program gathers the 

world’s top partners providing customers with domain expertise and sound understanding and 

knowledge of configuration and deployment of PTC products.  

“B-WI has successfully worked hand-in-hand with PTC as one of their leading technology partners. We 

are very excited to have the opportunity to also become a service partner, allowing us to further integrate 

the PTC product suite and our PLM and ALM services to major customers in North America,” said Jim 

Webb, Executive Partner at B-WI. 

With a global delivery team, B-WI’s PTC-Certified consultants deliver enterprise solutions that 

dramatically enhance time-to-market and operational excellence including Product Lifecycle 

Management (PLM), Application Lifecycle Management (ALM), and Enterprise System Integrations 

across multiple platforms. Joining the program provides B-WI with the tools and support necessary to 

integrate its applications and services with PTC solutions. B-WI will work together with PTC providing 

complementary consulting, implementation, and other enterprise services to its customers. 

“We are pleased to have B-WI as a PTC ServiceAdvantage Partner,” said John Harrill, Partner Director 

at PTC. “Their broad PLM expertise and portfolio of large manufacturing customers made them a 

natural fit for our program and delivering solutions to PTC customers.” 
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DIGITAL DRAFTING SYSTEMS Achieves Autodesk Gold Tier VAR Status 

19 February 2015 

 

DIGITAL DRAFTING SYSTEMS, INC. announced their designation as an Autodesk Gold Tier Value-

Added Reseller (VAR). Gold Tier partners comprise an elevated level of the Autodesk Value Added 

Reseller program, which incorporates Autodesk software solutions along with proven and measurable 

technical expertise in a specific industry or unique business. Gold partners provide their customers with 

full solutions from pre- and post-sales support, to training, implementation, and customization. They 

work closely with Autodesk to help customers design, simulate and analyze their ideas, increase 

operational efficiencies and maximize their return on investment in Autodesk software solutions. 

“Gold Tier partners understand that a healthy business is achieved through the success of their 

customers,” said Chris Bittner, senior director worldwide sales, Autodesk. ”DIGITAL DRAFTING 

SYSTEMS, INC. has raised the bar by developing a deep understanding of their customers’ business, 

pain points, and goals. They also have a solid understanding of solution selling and implementation.” 

Autodesk considers those chosen for Gold Tier status to be experts at implementing Autodesk solutions 

of a particular product division or for a specific customer type. To qualify for Autodesk Gold Tier status, 

a VAR must demonstrate technical and industry expertise that includes a strong knowledge of 

customers’ business needs in the areas of architecture, engineering, construction, manufacturing, or 

media and entertainment. Each qualified Gold Tier partner has demonstrated the ability to meet rigorous 

sales, personnel, and customer service measurements, and proven customer references and testimonials 

to support their level of expertise and commitment to customer success. 

“We are honored to receive the Autodesk Gold Tier designation,” said Jaime Birmaher, President of 

Digital Drafting Systems. “This further exemplifies our commitment to provide and support Autodesk 

Solutions. We thank the DDSCAD Team for their efforts in achieving this milestone, and our Customers 

for their loyalty and patronage.” 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Inceptra LLC Named Dassault Systemes (DS) North American Performance Partner of the Year for 

2014 

18 February 2015 

 

Inceptra, LLC, was named 2014 Performance Partner of the Year at the Dassault Systemes Value 

Solutions Sales Kickoff in Miami Florida on January 20, 2015.  

The Kickoff, held at the Miami Hilton Downtown in Miami Florida was attended by Dassault Systemes 

Value Added Resellers from North America, Central America and South America. 

The Performance Partner Award is awarded to the largest software revenue contribution to Dassault 

Systemes' Value Solutions Channel by a Value Added Reseller. Inceptra has held this position for 6 

consecutive years in North America. Inceptra was DS' third largest VAR in the world, as measured by 

DS Software revenue contribution, in 2014.  
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In addition to this prestigious award, Inceptra Sales Representatives received numerous other awards 

including 7 out of 12 awarded Gold and Silver Excellence Awards, by achieving substantial revenue 

contribution to Dassault Systemes by Inceptra Sales Representatives through the United States.  

In the area of marketing excellence, Inceptra was awarded the DS North America VAR Marketing 

Award, acknowledging Inceptra's leading position in the development and delivery of PLM Customer 

Success Stories in the North American VS Channel. 

DS' prestigious VS Sales Most Value Player (MVP) Award was Awarded to Inceptra's largest revenue 

contributor, making this the fourth year out of the last 5 years that Inceptra has been awarded this honor. 

Acknowledging this great achievement, Jim Ryan, President and Chief Executive Officer commented, 

"Inceptra is delighted to receive this acknowledgement from Dassault Systemes. It is a fitting 

culmination of a year of hard work selling and delivering comprehensive solutions that deliver high 

return to our customers. In particular, our year was highlighted by deployments of DS V6 solutions into 

production at several Inceptra customers demonstrating the knowledge and value we can bring to 

customers seeking innovative solutions to enhance their productivity, profitability and competitiveness." 

Tim Peterson, Chief Operating Officer and Executive Vice President, Global Sales, commented, "The 

DS Value Solutions Sales Kickoff Event brought together some of the Americas' best talent in the PLM 

industry and it is particularly gratifying to see Inceptra once again honored for the significant leadership 

position that we have attained. We remain committed to deliver practical, global and scalable PLM and 

Specialized Solutions such as dynamic simulation and Composites design to the leading customers in the 

industries and markets we serve. These awards confirm Inceptra's unmatched capabilities in delivering 

value to customers seeking these benefits." 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Mentor Graphics Don Miller Award for Thermo-Fluid Design Excellence 

19 February 2015 

 

Mentor Graphics Corporation today announced the call-for-entries for its first annual Don Miller Award 

for Excellence in System Level Thermo-Fluid Design. Don Miller is the former research director for 

British Hydromechanics Research (now BRH Group) in the U.K., and author of Internal Flow Systems. 

His book serves as the foundation for Mentor Graphics Flowmaster software technology. Mentor 

Graphics is establishing the award with Mr. Miller to recognize excellence for System Level Design 

using Flowmaster software, and to uncover breakthroughs in research and real-world applications in the 

field. 

Award application criteria must be based on a practical and realistic approach to 1D computational fluid 

dynamics (CFD). This entry must be quantifiable and representative of an advance in system level 

thermo-fluid analysis and modeling. The submission must demonstrate a relevant, clear and practical 

approach to system design and must be within the public domain and circulated publicly within 12 

months prior to the award entry closing date. Applicants must have permission from their organization, 

or have relevant authority to apply. All entries, including the supporting materials, must be submitted 

by April 30, 2015 via an email tonatasha_antunes@mentor.com. 

The winners and runners up of this inaugural award will be announced in November 2015 and will 

receive a cash prize and engraved plaques. The panel of expert judges who will review all submissions 

http://www.mentor.com/
http://www.mentor.com/products/mechanical/flowmaster/
mailto:natasha_antunes@mentor.com
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will include Don Miller. "We are honored to establish this award after Don Miller, whose body of work 

inspired the development of our market-leading Flowmaster 1D CFD technology," stated Roland 

Feldhinkel, general manager, Mentor Graphics Mechanical Analysis Division. "We are excited to review 

the broad range of system design entries from our global customers, who are changing the world with 

innovative products and solutions." 

For more information on the Don Miller Award, visit: 

http://www.mentor.com/products/mechanical/awards-publications/don-miller 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Mentor Graphics Signs Agreement with CADD Edge to Distribute Electronic Design and Analysis 

Products 

16 February 2015 

 

Mentor Graphics Corporation today announced an agreement with CADD Edge, Inc., a distributor of 

electrical and mechanical design and analysis tools, to provide Mentor Graphics® electronic systems 

design products to customers in the eastern USA. These Mentor products provide customers with the 

world's leading printed circuit board (PCB) design, high-performance analysis, PCB Design for 

Manufacturability (DFM) checking, and thermal analysis capabilities. Now customers have access to the 

capabilities that distinguish the Mentor Graphics portfolio and enable higher design productivity, 

product quality, and cost and cycle reduction. 

This agreement marks a departure from CADD Edge's three-year relationship with Altium, also a 

manufacturer of printed circuit board design software. CADD Edge has a proven successful history in 

selling printed circuit board design tools and solutions into their market. The software tools from Mentor 

complement CADD Edge's existing product suite of software and hardware from SolidWorks, Omnify, 

Stratasys and this relationship allows Mentor to broaden its reach in the USA market. 

"We see a definite trend in the industry where companies are developing more complex and higher-

performing electronic products," states Matt Fawcett, manager of New Technology and Innovation at 

CADD Edge. "With Mentor's full family of PCB design, signal and power integrity, and CFD thermal 

analysis products we will now be able to meet the needs of the entire industry including the most 

advanced. We are very excited about this change in our offerings." 

Mentor Graphics is the undisputed market leader in PCB design and analysis tools with more than twice 

the market share of its closest competitor. Mentor Graphics offerings include PCB systems design 

products targeted at the full spectrum of organizations from the individual designer, to mid-sized project 

teams, and large global enterprises.  

"CADD Edge is a welcome addition to our extensive network of worldwide distributors," states Ulrich 

Bruder, global distribution manager, Focus Products Organization of Mentor Graphics. "We understand 

that for advanced product design, the gap between electrical and mechanical design is becoming non-

existent and CADD Edge's product offerings and expertise will provide customers with products they 

require to design these advanced products more efficiently." 

Mentor Graphics products to be distributed by CADD Edge include: 

 PADS® family of PCB design tools; 

 HyperLynx® electrical signal, analog and power integrity analysis products; 

http://www.mentor.com/products/mechanical/awards-publications/don-miller
http://www.mentor.com/
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 FloTHERM® XT thermal analysis software; 

 FloEFD® computational fluid dynamics (CFD) fluid flow and heat transfer analysis tools; 

 Valor® design for PCB manufacturing analysis products. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

NEC Unifies Hardware Development Processes and PDM Systems 

18 February 2015 

 

NEC Corporation announced the company-wide unification of development processes for IT and 

network products by implementing a product data management (PDM) system that consolidates the 

management of product technology information, such as design drawings, specification documents and 

bills of material (BOM). 

Until now, each of NEC's business units created and operated their own PDM systems and development 

processes for hardware products. This new system standardizes procedures throughout the entire NEC 

Group by unifying the management of product technology information, such as design drawings, 

specifications documents and BOM. This was accomplished using NEC's "Obbligato III" PLM software, 

which holds the top market share in Japan (*1). 

This is now the largest PDM system of its kind in Japan (*2), being used by approximately 17,000 

employees to manage roughly 24 million components and 18 million design drawings and specification 

documents. 

Moreover, this system makes it possible for NEC to produce the same products throughout multiple 

factories, enabling the company to select the most appropriate site for production based on current 

market conditions. This also reinforces business continuity planning (BCP) and optimizes global 

production by strengthening the ability to adapt to changing regional conditions for development and 

production. Furthermore, the PDM system allows NEC to significantly reduce operational costs. 

"This system enables NEC to strengthen the global competitiveness of its products by making efficient 

use of all of the NEC Group's assets," said Eiken Nishimura, Senior Manager, Supply Chain 

Management Unit MONOZUKURI Innovation Division, NEC Corporation. "Specifically, the system 

helps accelerate product development through shared design assets and the creation of common ground 

between departments and regions all over the world." 

In January 2015, NEC launched the system for its Telecom Carrier Business Unit, which provides 

network equipment, including NEC's PASOLINK series of Ultra-compact microwave communications 

systems. Going forward, NEC aims to implement the system throughout the entire NEC Group by the 

end of March 2017. 

This new system is a part of NEC's global supply chain management (SCM) strategy, which drives the 

company's growth through greater global competitiveness and the improvement of profitability. 

NEC aims to capitalize on the construction and know-how of this system in order to provide PDM 

solutions that enable customers throughout the world to optimize their production facilities and 

standardize business practices. 

 

http://www.nec.com/en/press/201502/global_20150216_01.html#01
http://www.nec.com/en/press/201502/global_20150216_01.html#02
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New APAC Head for Vero Software   

16 February 2015 

 

Vero Software has appointed Hideki Hasegawa as Regional Director for the APAC region.  

Hideki joined Vero as Commercial and Technical Manager at the start of 2014, becoming General 

Manager just three months later. Prior to joining Vero, he held increasingly senior positions at a major 

automotive supplier, followed by technical, marketing and sales roles at two leading CADCAM 

suppliers. 

In his new role as Regional Director he is responsible for all direct and indirect sales of Edgecam, VISI, 

WorkNC and SMIRT. Chief Executive Officer Steve Sivitter says: “He has made excellent progress in 

unifying the Vero business in the region, and will now execute our plans to greatly expand our sales 

footprint, working closely with resellers in the growing Asia Pacific markets.” 

He holds a Bachelor of Applied Mathematics and Physics from the College of Industrial Technology, 

Nihon University. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

OPEN MIND - 10 Years at SOLIDWORKS World 

18 February 2015 

 

OPEN MIND Technologies AG participated in its tenth SOLIDWORKS World event recently held in 

Phoenix AZ. Nine of these exhibits have been as a Gold Partner, which acknowledges the deep 

integration of hyperMILL® with SOLIDWORKS. Users run both CAD and CAM software concurrently 

on the same database to achieve perfect interoperability of SOLIDWORKS and hyperMILL®. There is 

no loss of data between CAD and CAM processes. This enables continuous workflows from design right 

through to manufacturing. That’s why the OPEN MIND maintains close contact with the CAD 

manufacturers and users. 

SOLIDWORKS is an extremely popular design system, with over 2.8 million licenses. OPEN MIND’s 

integrated CAM solution is ideal for companies that design with SOLIDWORKS or for job shops that 

frequently receive native SOLIDWORKS data files from their customers. Many other CAD formats are 

also read directly into SOLIDWORKS. 

The list of new features presented in the 2014.2 version of hyperMILL
®

 was long and included 2D 

contour milling for 3D models, 2D plunge milling, 3D shape Z-level finishing, 3D rest machining, 5axis 

rework machining and a range of functions in the hyperMAXX
®
 high-performance cutting (HPC) 

module.  

OPEN MIND Account Manager Kevin Lewis also spoke in the Certified Partner Theater on the topic of 

stepping from 3-axis to multi-axis (3+2 or 5-axis simultaneous). This topic mirrored an ongoing seminar 

series hosted by DMG Mori Ellison in conjunction with OPEN MIND and other technology partners.  

The OPEN MIND booth attracted many visitors in part due to innovative and eye-catching machining 
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samples that demonstrate the limitless potential of machining. These samples included the Puzzle Ball 

(Video) and Hermle High-Heeled Shoe. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Simpleware Partner with 3T RPD Ltd for GOSSAM Project 

12 February 2015 

 

Simpleware has joined 3T RPD Ltd in the GOSSAM (Generation of Optimal Support Structure in 

Additive Manufacturing) project. Funded by Innovate UK, the project aims to develop innovative and 

advanced intelligent metal additive manufacturing (AM) support structures. 

Launched in October 2013 and running to December 2015, GOSSAM targets breakthroughs in the 

often-overlooked area of support structures used in the manufacturing of components. Support structures 

are typically required to build unsupported geometric features on metal DMLS parts. The use of 

supports however removes the complete design freedom offered by additive manufacturing; additionally 

supports may need to be created which cannot be removed post production. Supports may comprise up 

to 50% of the build mass, and can considerably increase the set-up, build and post-processing times. 

New software solutions are being developed through GOSSAM to automatically orientate parts and then 

generate intelligent scaffolds for them. The long-term goal of the software developed for GOSSAM is to 

reduce set-up time, build time, material wastage and post-processing time, and to move the AM process 

closer to “print from CAD”. 

Simpleware has been chosen as a partner for GOSSAM due to its software’s capability for generating 

lattice structures, and its experience on the Innovate UK-funded SAVING and LIGHT projects, both of 

which involved the development of lightweight parts for industry. 3T RPD Ltd welcomes the 

introduction of the new software as the automatic generation of the support structures enables them to 

turn quotes around much faster for their customers. It also reduces the build and post-processing time of 

parts, whilst increasing the design freedom allowing designers to create parts that were previously 

difficult or impossible to build. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Tata Technologies' PLM Sales Earns Siemens' Highest Honor for Fourth Consecutive Year 

18 February 2015 

 

For the fourth consecutive year, Tata Technologies was recognized by Siemens as a Platinum Partner, a 

distinction awarded annually to the highest-achieving Siemens value-added resellers (VAR). 

"We are extremely pleased," Tata Technologies Associate Vice President – Partners Joseph MacLellan 

said. "There's something to be said about a four-year streak. We owe it all to our marketing, sales, 

delivery, finance and legal professionals and Siemens' high-quality products." 

The Platinum Partner streak began in 2010 when Siemens first recognized Tata Technologies with the 

company's highest honor for value-added resellers. 

MacLellan said the success of the sales and delivery teams at Tata Technologies hinges on the ability to 

http://tinyurl.com/m58dvta
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offer clients the full spectrum of services relating to Siemens PLM solutions from implementation to 

support and consulting. 

Tata Technologies also earned accolades in three other categories. This year's awards include: 

 Outstanding Sales Achievement for selling more NX in comparison with other Siemens partner 

in the U.S. and Canada. 

 Competitive Win award for being the first partners to implement Teamcenter on Cloud for an 

Automotive Client. The successful implementation was the result of a three-way partnership 

between Tata Technologies, Siemens and Amazon Web Services. 

 Outstanding Lead Conversion in Marketing for successfully converting more Siemens leads into 

opportunities that yielded booked business compared with other partners in the U.S. and Canada. 

Tata Technologies has received a total of 16 Siemens VAR awards over the last four years. 

Tata Technologies provides a unique mix of professional services and products to support and enhance 

Siemens PLM offerings including world-class design and engineering, real-world consulting solutions, 

and an industry-leading Help Desk team. Tata Technologies offers the full suite of Siemens PLM 

solutions, including NX CAD/CAM, Teamcenter, Solid Edge and Femap, among others. 

"These awards are tangible proof of our mutually successful partnership with Siemens, and our 

commitment to being an industry leader in the PLM market," MacLellan said.   

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Technology Leaders Unite Around ‘Open Data Platform’ to Increase Enterprise Adoption of Hadoop 

and Big Data 

19 February 2015 

 

Industry leaders in the big data space, including Platinum members GE, Hortonworks®, IBM, Infosys, 

Pivotal, SAS, a large international telecommunications firm, and Gold members AltiScale, Capgemini, 

CenturyLink, EMC, Splunk, Verizon Enterprise Solutions, Teradata, and VMware today announced 

their intent to create an industry association, identified as the Open Data Platform (“ODP”). The Open 

Data Platform will promote big data technologies based on open source software from the Apache™ 

Hadoop® ecosystem and optimize testing among and across the ecosystem’s vendors. These efforts will 

accelerate the ability of enterprises to build or implement data-driven applications. 

A conference call with some of the founding members of the Open Data Platform will be held today for 

members of the media and analyst community. Call details are below. 

As off-the-shelf big data technologies continue to attract the interest of enterprises, these leaders are 

coming together to help maximize big data adoption and productivity. Companies in the Open Data 

Platform initiative will concentrate their efforts first on developing and using offerings focused on core 

Apache Hadoop use cases. The Open Data Platform will provide access to a tested reference core of 

Apache Hadoop, Apache Ambari and related Apache source artifacts, which will simplify upstream and 

downstream qualification efforts ─ giving the industry a coveted “test once, use everywhere” core 

platform. 

The ODP will work directly with specific Apache projects, adhering to the Apache Software Foundation 

(ASF) guidelines for the contribution of ideas and code. A key benefit of the ODP will be for members 

http://www.opendataplatform.org/
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to collaborate across various Apache projects as well as other open source-licensed big data projects 

with a goal toward meeting enterprise class requirements. The ODP is expected to promote a set of 

standard open source technologies and versions that will increase compatibility among big data solutions 

and simplify the process for applications and tools to integrate with and run on any compliant system. 

John Magee, Chief Marketing Officer, GE Software - “Analytic insights from industrial big data are 

transforming sectors such as energy, healthcare and transportation, and GE is focused on enabling our 

customers to take full advantage of the productivity and efficiency gains made possible by the Industrial 

Internet. GE is uniting with other technology leaders to promote open-source-based standards that will 

help customers better manage and gain insight from their data. The Open Data Platform will foster 

compatibility and interoperability that will accelerate innovation and adoption of new data-driven 

solutions.” 

Shaun Connolly, Vice President of Corporate Strategy, Hortonworks - “The best way to accelerate 

innovation and adoption of platform technologies like Hadoop is through an open source model. The 

Open Data Platform initiative will rally both enterprise end users and vendors around a well-defined 

common core platform against which big data solutions can be qualified. This will free up the broader 

big data ecosystem to focus on data-driven applications that deliver proactive insights for businesses.” 

Beth Smith, General Manager, Analytic Platform, IBM - “As a founding member of the Open Data 

Platform Initiative, we’re excited to be part of the expanding community collaborating to shape and 

promote open source standard technologies for Hadoop. IBM has been a long time open source leader 

and community participant. With this announcement, we continue this tradition to accelerate Hadoop 

adoption as part of our broader analytics and big data architecture, enabling our clients, and ecosystem 

of partners, to infuse insight everywhere.” 

Navin Budhiraja, Head Architecture and Technology, Infosys - “Infosys is seeing rapid adoption of open 

source software in the world’s largest enterprises across all major industry segments. As all businesses 

strive to become digital, they see an increasing need for a platform that can support real-time and 

actionable insights, self service exploration, and fluid data schemas to quickly adapt to the dynamic 

business needs. This will require them to deploy new web-scale architectures, and the adoption of these 

modern architectures can be greatly accelerated if they are based on open standards, and easy access to 

trained talent. Open Data Platform will create such an ecosystem, preserving the rapid innovation cycles 

of open source software, while still providing the benefits of broad vendor support and interoperability.” 

Sundeep Madra, Vice President, Data Product Group, Pivotal - “Just as Pivotal and industry leaders 

focused the open source community around a common platform for the cloud, the Open Data Platform 

will rally an industry around a common platform for big data. This foundational step will provide a well-

defined, mature, predictable and interoperable core to build on, furthering enterprises to adopt the best 

big data and analytical software to support data driven applications.” 

Craig Rubendall, VP of Platform R&D, SAS - “Hadoop and the ecosystem around it have been built on 

new ways to attack big problems. SAS remains committed to innovation in big data analytics and to 

providing high-quality software that our customers can count on. SAS’ participation in the Open Data 

Platform Alliance aligns with these commitments, and will benefit the increasing number of 

organizations – and SAS customers – that are turning to Hadoop to store and process big data. With SAS 

software managing and analyzing data from Hadoop, our customers can solve their most pressing 

challenges – better interacting with their customers, fighting fraud, managing risk, improving product 

quality and more.” 
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Events News 

B-WI Unveiling Solutions at Automate 2015 for a Connected Manufacturing Enterprise 

18 February 2015 

 

This March, Barry Wehmiller International (B-WI) will once again exhibit at Automate, North 

America’s largest solutions-based showcase of automation technologies. The show takes place at the 

McCormick Place in Chicago, Illinois from March 23-25. In Booth #292, B-WI will showcase 

engineering and automation solutions that combine to solve productivity, efficiency, and profitability 

challenges of manufacturers worldwide.   

Automate is one of the top 10 manufacturing shows in USA and features leading global players 

displaying the latest automation, robotic, vision and motion control technologies and systems. 

James Mansfield, B-WI’s Senior Business Development Leader - US Southeast, said, “Automate 2013 

was an ideal platform for B-WI to showcase our capabilities to different types of manufacturers. With an 

expected footfall of around 30,000 potential visitors, this year will allow us to present how a unique 

combination of our automation and engineering solutions can impact functional objectives like 

productivity, efficiency, responsiveness, etc., and drive organizational values like profitability, revenue 

growth and competitive advantage. We eagerly anticipate a successful Automate 2015.” 

Chris Hric, B-WI’s Senior Business Development Leader - US Midwest, said, “Automate always 

attracts a huge population from the end user and OEM companies who are looking forward to make 

purchase decisions at the event. This segment of visitors can hugely benefit from cross-functional 

solution providers like B-WI. While our automation solutions like Manufacturing Operations 

Management and Controls drive business excellence through intelligence and informed decision making 

in manufacturing, our product engineering solutions like Engineering collaboration and Value 

Engineering enhance profitability and drive globalization.” 

With multiple locations spanning the USA, Europe and Asia, B-WI’s unique engagement model has 

made it the preferred solution partner for many manufacturers from the discrete manufacturing industry 

as well as the process industry. 
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Cadence Rolls Out 2015 CDNLive User Conferences 

19 February 2015 

 

Cadence Design Systems, Inc. will kick off its worldwide series of user conferences starting with 

CDNLive Silicon Valley, March 10-11, 2015, at the Santa Clara Convention Center. CDNLive 

conferences provide an excellent opportunity for Cadence® customers to connect, share and inspire each 

other, and dig deep into the latest technologies and methodologies with Cadence experts. 

WHEN: Tuesday, March 10, to Wednesday, March 11, 2015 

WHERE: Santa Clara Convention Center, 5001 Great America Pkwy, Santa Clara, CA 95054 
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WHAT: Registration is now open for CDNLive Silicon Valley. The event will offer: 

 Papers: Attendees can choose from a wide variety of user-authored papers addressing all aspects 

of design and intellectual property (IP) creation, integration and verification. They can discover 

how others are using Cadence technologies and techniques to develop SoCs, IP, boards and 

whole systems—efficiently and productively. 

 Keynote speakers: Hear from industry leaders who influence the global electronics marketplace. 

They will discuss trends in end-product design and verification and share their thoughts on the 

most pressing design challenges: 

o Lip-Bu Tan, President and Chief Executive Officer, Cadence 

o Anirudh Devgan, Senior Vice President, Digital & Signoff Group, Cadence 

o Simon Segars, Chief Executive Officer, ARM 

 Designer Expo: Learn more about the collaborative ecosystem available to support designers. 

Cadence and its partners will showcase the latest results of their joint efforts. Explore new 

products and services from the many exhibitors. 

 Networking opportunities: Engage in stimulating technology discussions with peers and stay 

connected after the conference. 

See the agenda for details. 
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Cadence to Showcase System Design and Verification Solutions at DVCon US 2015 

18 February 2015 

 

Cadence Design Systems, Inc. announced it plans to exhibit its system design and verification solutions 

at the Design and Verification Conference (DVCon) in San Jose, California. The conference is focused 

on the application of Electronic Design Automation (EDA) standards, languages and methodologies for 

the design and verification of electronic systems and integrated circuits.  

WHEN: March 2 – 5, 2015  

WHERE: Hilton Doubletree Hotel, San Jose, CA, Booth 505  

WHAT: At booth 505, Cadence is scheduled to showcase the latest tools, methodologies and support 

customers need for designing and verifying complex silicon, SoCs and systems. Experts will be on hand 

to discuss topics focused on Verification IP and IC/SoC/system design and verification.  

To view the full list of Cadence speaking slots, visit: 

http://www.cadence.com/cadence/newsroom/press_releases/Pages/pr.aspx?xml=021815_dvcon  
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Delcam CRISPIN Footwear Technology Forum heads for USA 

17 February 2015 

 

http://www.cadence.com/cdnlive/na/2015/pages/default.aspx
http://www.cadence.com/cadence/newsroom/press_releases/Pages/pr.aspx?xml=021815_dvcon
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Following the success of the first Footwear Technology Forum in Milan, Delcam CRISPIN, is running 

its second Footwear Technology Forum in the United States for designers and manufacturers of all types 

of footwear.  It will be hosted at PENSOLE Footwear Design Academy in Portland, Oregon, on 20th 

and 21st May.  

Full details and the registration form are available on www.ft-forum.com  

The Forum will focus on current and emerging technologies that will help companies to develop more 

innovative designs, reduce costs and bring new products to market more quickly.  Top industry experts 

from organizations around the world will cover topics including the latest developments in 3D printing, 

digital prototyping, 3D rendering, simulation, materials and emerging manufacturing methods. 

Commenting on the event D’Wayne Edwards, Founder of PENSOLE said, "I am very excited to be 

hosting Delcam CRISPIN’s first Footwear Technology Forum in North America at our facility in 

Portland, Oregon.  This is a great opportunity not only for the academy and our students but for the 

entire footwear community.” 

D’Wayne Edwards was the footwear design director at Jordan Brand, a division of Nike Inc. Over the 

course of his 26-year career, D’Wayne has received numerous design awards, been voted one of Fast 

Companies Most Creative People in 2014, awarded over 30 patents, and designed over 500 styles for 

some of today’s premiere athletes such as Derek Jeter, Carmelo Anthony and Michael Jordan.  Even so, 

he is most proud of creating a pathway for more African American and aspiring footwear designers 

globally with the creation of PENSOLE (www.pensole.com). 

Not only will the forum present current and emerging topics relevant to the footwear industry but 

attendees will also have an opportunity to participate in a ‘step out tour’ that will include live 

demonstrations of 3D printing, digital prototyping and ShoeMirror, a virtual reality shoe-fitting 

system.  Following this, there will be time for industry peers to network and discuss further the future 

uses of technology and digital prototyping within the footwear industry. 

Delcam, a world leader in advanced CADCAM solutions for manufacturing, is hosting the FTF in 

partnership with PENSOLE.  It is a non-profit event and any funds over and above operating costs will 

be donated to PENSOLE.  If you are interested in attending or sponsoring please go to www.ft-

forum.com 
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Delcam Taiwan to show latest CAM Developments at TIMTOS 

20 February 2015 

 

Delcam Taiwan will demonstrate the latest developments from Delcam’s development team, the largest 

in the CAM industry, at the TIMTOS exhibition to be held in Taipei from 3rd to 8th March.  Programs 

on show will include PowerMILL for high-speed and five-axis machining; FeatureCAM for quick and 

easy feature-based CAM programming; and PartMAKER for turn-mill equipment and Swiss-type lathes. 

The latest release of PowerMILL includes improvements to the Vortex high-efficiency area-clearance 

strategy, developments in toolpath simulation and verification, improved collision checking to also 

cover near misses, and more efficient raster finishing, area clearance and drilling, plus more options for 

customisation by users.   

Complete verification can now be undertaken of a project for machine-tool issues such as collisions, 

http://www.footwear-cadcam.com/
http://www.ft-forum.com/
http://www.pensole.com/
http://www.ft-forum.com/
http://www.ft-forum.com/
http://www.powermill.com/
http://www.featurecam.com/
http://www.partmaker.com/
http://www.vortexmachining.com/
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saving considerable time compared to undertaking verification of each individual toolpath in 

turn.  Comprehensive verification is performed, including ensuring that the machine tool is capable of 

running the proposed strategy, as well as checking for both machine-tool collisions and tooling 

collisions.  A detailed list is generated of any problems found so that these can be fixed on a case-by-

case basis. 

FeatureCAM was the world’s first feature-based programming software when it was launched in 

1995.  Constant development since then has ensured that the system has retained its leadership in 

programming speed and ease of use, while an increased range of strategies has been added to provide 

more efficient toolpaths giving greater productivity on a wider range of machines, including lathes, mills 

and mill-turn machines.  

The 2015 R2 release incorporates a milling calculator to help users obtain the maximum benefit from the 

Vortex high-efficiency area-clearance strategy.  Other enhancements, among the 280 customer-

requested improvements since the initial 2015 release last September, include the ability to create multi-

tool blocks within machine designs, better control over toolpath output and more efficient automatic 

selection of tools.  

PartMaker pioneered the field of CAM software for multi-axis turn-mill centres and Swiss-type 

lathes.  The software offers a vast array of robust post-processors and machine-simulation files for 

virtually every machine model from all the leading builders.  Major highlights of PartMaker 2015 

include improved support for today’s latest breed of multi-tasking machine tools, such as vertical mill-

turns, more powerful milling and turning functionality, and a unique approach to post processing for 

multi-axis turn-mill centres and Swiss-type lathes, among other productivity enhancements. 
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ModuleWorks shows latest Dental Developments at IDS 

19 February 2015 

 

At the International Dental Show in March, ModuleWorks will be showing all the latest developments in 

the ModuleWorks Dental product range.  Originally launched back in 2009, the product aims to bring 

the benefits of hundreds of man-years of toolpath development technology from the CAM market to the 

Dental market.  And in the two years since the previous IDS show, this technology has enabled many 

new toolpath creation methods to be made available to Dental CAM customers. 

Unlike many technology providers, ModuleWorks does not sell software to end users directly, but 

produces an OEM product which is built in to the software of a partner.  This allows ModuleWorks to 

focus on the technical developments which provide the power behind many Dental CAM systems. 

Among the features ModuleWorks will be demonstrating are: 

 5-Axis Constant Cusp toolpaths to machine undercuts 

 Automatic 3+2-Axis Z-Level toolpaths to machine undercuts 

 Lollipop cutter strategies to machine undercuts on a 3-axis machine 

 Rotary machining for Premill indications 

5-Axis Constant Cusp toolpaths to machine undercuts 
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ModuleWorks Constant Cusp pattern ensures the step-over between each neighboring toolpath is 

equidistance on both steep and shallow surfaces to give a consistent surface finish quality.  Applying 

3to5ax conversion to this toolpath projects the toolpath into undercut areas and automatically calculates 

tool axis directions to produce a collision free toolpath.   Common applications include the occlusal side 

of Models and finishing Inlays, Crowns, and Bridges (both occlusal and inside cavity sides). 

Automatic 3+2-Axis Z-Level toolpaths to machine undercuts 

ModuleWorks 3+2axis undercut machining strategy automatically finds the areas which are not visible 

from top and bottom.  The toolpath is then created just in the undercut region. Each undercut region is 

milled with a 3axis toolpath along the most visible direction.   The technique is available with Rough, 

Constant Z, Constant Cusps, and Parallel Cuts patterns.  It increases machining efficiency for complex 

parts when compared with simultaneous 5-axis toolpaths.  Typical applications include tilted Abutments, 

Splints, and Dentures. 

Lollipop cutter strategies to machine undercuts on a 3-axis machine 

This strategy enables 3axis machining of an undercut region with a Lollipop tool.  It is available with 

Constant Cusp and Constant Z patterns and is the ideal method for removing undercuts on 3axis and 

4axis dental machines.  Typical applications include Stumps, tilted Veneers and Crowns. 

Rotary machining for Premill indications 

ModuleWorks offers a set of rotary and 3 to 5axis patterns for premill machining.  Rotary patterns like 

Rotary Roughing, Projection and Constant Cusp often decrease the machining time significantly.  In 

addition, a 5axis Geodesic strategy is also available to finish the emergence profile with high accuracy. 
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NAFEMS Launches Keynote Line-up for 2015 Congress 

17 February 2015 

 

NAFEMS, the International Association for the Engineering Analysis Community, has launched the 

initial keynote line-up for the2015 NAFEMS World Congress, incorporating the 2nd International 

SPDM (Simulation Process and Data Management) Conference, being held in San Diego, USA, from 

June 21st–24th 2015. 

Keynote speakers from around the globe will be part of the event, showcasing best-in-class simulation 

and analysis usage in many different industries. With more keynotes and invited presenters still to be 

announced, the event is shaping up to be the most important dedicated, independent conference on CAE 

of the year. 

The biennial world congress will bring together the leading visionaries, developers, and practitioners of 

CAE-related technologies and business processes to share relevant trends and roadmaps, and to address 

these issues in an open forum. The aim of the congress is to provide attendees with perceptive content 

and perspective on the best way to position their organizations to realize the full potential of CAE both 

now and in the future. 

Trends, Challenges & Opportunities  

“The keynotes presenting at the 2015 NAFEMS World Congress represent companies that have 

successful implemented CAE to provide competitive advantage. Attendees to the NWC can expect to 

http://www.nafems.org/congress/
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learn how engineering analysis has been used to design cutting edge products such as the BMW i 

Series.” commented Ian Symington, Technical Officer at NAFEMS. “The speakers cover a range of 

industries and provide the opportunity for attendees to see what ‘best practise’ looks outside of the 

confines of their own technical area. The role of engineering analysis has evolved significant over recent 

decades and the keynotes will offer their view on current trends and on what lies ahead in terms of 

challenges and opportunities.” 

To view the list of keynotes, visit: 

http://www.nafems.org/about/media/news/latest1007/nafems_launches_worldclass_keynote_lineup_for_

2015_world_congress/  
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Zuken Announces Dates for Global Conferences 

20 February 2015 

 

Zuken announces the locations and dates for its popular Zuken Innovation World 

(http://www.zuken.com/ziw) conferences. The conferences launch in Germany in May, moving around 

Europe and North America, before landing in Japan in October. Registration is now open for most 

events at www.zuken.com/ziw 

The call for papers for the North American and European conferences is open and the conference 

programs are taking shape. Incorporating sessions presented by industry partners, customers and Zuken 

technology experts, the conferences attract more than 1,500 attendees from around the globe each year. 

“We’re building on the successful format with an added focus on networking, hands-on sessions and 

customer experience presentations,” said Steve Chidester, Zuken’s Head of International Marketing. 

“The topics will range from product best practices to technology innovations such as interdisciplinary 

mechatronic product development and systems engineering. We’re looking forward to conversations on 

the latest issues such as the Internet of Things and Industry 4.0.” 

Each of the seven events has a local focus, with conference programs developed around the interests and 

key industry sectors for each location. With the common theme of “Network, Learn, Innovate,” the 

events are structured to enable every delegate to make the most of their conference experience to gain 

inspiration, new knowledge and new contacts. 

Conference dates and locations 

North America 

 San Diego, CA (http://www.zuken.com/en/news/events-calendar/usa/1506-ziw-san-diego) – 

June 1-3 

Europe 

 Seeheim-Jugenheim/Frankfurt, Germany - May 20-

21 (http://www.zuken.com/en/news/events-calendar/germany/1505-ziw-germany) 

 Roissy-en-France, France - June 11 (http://www.zuken.com/en/news/events-

calendar/france/1506-ziw-france) 

 Bologna, Italy – June 1 (http://www.zuken.com/en/news/events-calendar/italy/1506-ziw-

http://www.nafems.org/about/media/news/latest1007/nafems_launches_worldclass_keynote_lineup_for_2015_world_congress/
http://www.nafems.org/about/media/news/latest1007/nafems_launches_worldclass_keynote_lineup_for_2015_world_congress/
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zuken.com%2Fziw&esheet=51043247&newsitemid=20150220005122&lan=en-US&anchor=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zuken.com%2Fziw&index=1&md5=3f6950246020f60b423ac0b25d1988e6
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zuken.com%2Fziw&esheet=51043247&newsitemid=20150220005122&lan=en-US&anchor=www.zuken.com%2Fziw&index=2&md5=04c26edc7bdb65b6c572e5788b296f5e
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zuken.com%2Fen%2Fnews%2Fevents-calendar%2Fusa%2F1506-ziw-san-diego&esheet=51043247&newsitemid=20150220005122&lan=en-US&anchor=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zuken.com%2Fen%2Fnews%2Fevents-calendar%2Fusa%2F1506-ziw-san-diego&index=3&md5=24e811a335fe10507e5d46a084b9b949
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zuken.com%2Fen%2Fnews%2Fevents-calendar%2Fgermany%2F1505-ziw-germany&esheet=51043247&newsitemid=20150220005122&lan=en-US&anchor=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zuken.com%2Fen%2Fnews%2Fevents-calendar%2Fgermany%2F1505-ziw-germany&index=4&md5=b518b0547b58e70d7bc6f8e6caf96bd7
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zuken.com%2Fen%2Fnews%2Fevents-calendar%2Ffrance%2F1506-ziw-france&esheet=51043247&newsitemid=20150220005122&lan=en-US&anchor=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zuken.com%2Fen%2Fnews%2Fevents-calendar%2Ffrance%2F1506-ziw-france&index=5&md5=19b7352a37351ba884e4306860805861
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zuken.com%2Fen%2Fnews%2Fevents-calendar%2Ffrance%2F1506-ziw-france&esheet=51043247&newsitemid=20150220005122&lan=en-US&anchor=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zuken.com%2Fen%2Fnews%2Fevents-calendar%2Ffrance%2F1506-ziw-france&index=5&md5=19b7352a37351ba884e4306860805861
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zuken.com%2Fen%2Fnews%2Fevents-calendar%2Fitaly%2F1506-ziw-italy&esheet=51043247&newsitemid=20150220005122&lan=en-US&anchor=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zuken.com%2Fen%2Fnews%2Fevents-calendar%2Fitaly%2F1506-ziw-italy&index=6&md5=3938cb965da684d49b71b65880b4da3a
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italy) 

 Luzerne, Switzerland (http://www.zuken.com/en/news/events-calendar/switzerland/1509-

ziw-switzerland) – September 10 

 Leicester, United Kingdom (http://www.zuken.com/en/news/events-calendar/uk/1509-ziw-

uk) – September 30 

Asia 

 Yokohama, Japan – October 15-16 
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Financial News 

Agilent Technologies Reports First-Quarter 2015 Results 

17 February 2015 

 

Agilent Technologies Inc. reported orders of $995 million, up 2 percent over one year ago, for the first 

fiscal quarter ended Jan. 31, 2015, and revenues of $1.03 billion, also up 2 percent compared with one 

year ago. Orders and revenues each grew 6 percent on a currency adjusted basis 
(3)

. 

First-quarter GAAP income from continuing operations was $102 million, or $0.30 per share. Last year's 

first-quarter GAAP income from continuing operations was $121 million, or $0.36 per share. 

During the first quarter, Agilent had intangible amortization of $43 million, transformation costs of $12 

million and a tax benefit of $24 million. Excluding these items and $6 million of other net costs, Agilent 

reported first-quarter adjusted income from continuing operations of $139 million, or $0.41 per share
(1)

. 

"Agilent delivered a solid start to the year," said Bill Sullivan, Agilent CEO. "The strength of our core 

analytical business drove our success, offsetting currency headwinds and challenges within our 

diagnostics and genomics business." 

"Looking ahead, we are confident in the strength of our new product portfolio to sustain growth as well 

as our ability to address some current business challenges and accelerate achievement of our long-term 

operating model," said Mike McMullen, Agilent president, COO and CEO-elect. 

To view an unabridged version of this press release, visit: 

http://www.agilent.com/about/newsroom/presrel/2015/17feb-gp15002.html  
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Atos: 2014 Annual Results 

18 February 2015 

 

Highlights:  

 Revenue: € 9,051 million, +5.1% year-on-year 

 Operating margin up +8.8% year-on-year at € 702 million, 7.8% of revenue 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zuken.com%2Fen%2Fnews%2Fevents-calendar%2Fitaly%2F1506-ziw-italy&esheet=51043247&newsitemid=20150220005122&lan=en-US&anchor=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zuken.com%2Fen%2Fnews%2Fevents-calendar%2Fitaly%2F1506-ziw-italy&index=6&md5=3938cb965da684d49b71b65880b4da3a
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zuken.com%2Fen%2Fnews%2Fevents-calendar%2Fswitzerland%2F1509-ziw-switzerland&esheet=51043247&newsitemid=20150220005122&lan=en-US&anchor=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zuken.com%2Fen%2Fnews%2Fevents-calendar%2Fswitzerland%2F1509-ziw-switzerland&index=7&md5=2220e3ef4b6d9bdd33f903783e236951
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zuken.com%2Fen%2Fnews%2Fevents-calendar%2Fswitzerland%2F1509-ziw-switzerland&esheet=51043247&newsitemid=20150220005122&lan=en-US&anchor=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zuken.com%2Fen%2Fnews%2Fevents-calendar%2Fswitzerland%2F1509-ziw-switzerland&index=7&md5=2220e3ef4b6d9bdd33f903783e236951
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zuken.com%2Fen%2Fnews%2Fevents-calendar%2Fuk%2F1509-ziw-uk&esheet=51043247&newsitemid=20150220005122&lan=en-US&anchor=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zuken.com%2Fen%2Fnews%2Fevents-calendar%2Fuk%2F1509-ziw-uk&index=8&md5=ad13e1107aabeda1756e96c59bb85913
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zuken.com%2Fen%2Fnews%2Fevents-calendar%2Fuk%2F1509-ziw-uk&esheet=51043247&newsitemid=20150220005122&lan=en-US&anchor=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zuken.com%2Fen%2Fnews%2Fevents-calendar%2Fuk%2F1509-ziw-uk&index=8&md5=ad13e1107aabeda1756e96c59bb85913
http://www.agilent.com/about/newsroom/presrel/2015/17feb-gp15002.html
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 Full backlog: € 16.2 billion; book to bill ratio: 101% 

 Free cash flow: € 367 million; Net cash position: € 989 million 

 Net income: € 283 million, up +8.8% year-on-year 

Atos announces its 2014 annual results qualified as estimates under R. AMF 2004-04. 

Thierry Breton, Chairman and CEO of Atos, said: “2014 has been very dynamic for Atos. During this 

first year of our 3-year plan, while we met our operational and financial targets, we also accelerated the 

transformation of the Group, notably through the completion of Worldline IPO, the integration of Bull 

operations and technologies, and the announcement of the project to acquire Xerox ITO to increase 

significantly our footprint in North America. As a result, we have reinforced our position as a global 

leader in digital services and the Group revenue has doubled since 2010 and is now circa € 10 billion on 

a pro forma basis*, with 86,000 employees in 66 countries around the world. 

We have also repositioned our offerings portfolio on higher value and faster growing IT segments, in 

particular on Cloud, Big Data, mobility, and security in order to help our customers transform their 

business globally through the use of digital technologies. 

These achievements resulted as early as the beginning of 2015 in a Group that has a new structure, is 

more powerful, and is fully geared towards achieving our 2016 Ambition.” 

To view an unabridged version of this press release, visit: http://atos.net/en-us/home/we-are/news/press-

release/2015/pr-2015_02_18_01.html  

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Mentor Graphics Corporation to Release Fiscal Q4, 2015 Financial Results February 26, 2015 

17 February 2015 

 

Mentor Graphics Corporation today announced they will release financial results for the company’s 

fourth fiscal quarter, ended January 31, 2015, on Thursday, February 26, 2015 at approximately 1:15 

p.m. Pacific. 

 Live audio webcast at http://www.mentor.com/company/investor_relations. Please register at this 

website prior to the scheduled call time of 2:00 p.m. Pacific. 

 Conference call replay: Begins February 26, 2015 (4:00 p.m. Pacific); Ends March 5, 2015 

(11:59 p.m. Pacific). USA 800-475-6701; International 320-365-3844; Access code: 353010 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Rand Worldwide Announces Second Quarter Fiscal Year 2015 Results 

17 February 2015 

 

Rand Worldwide, Inc. announces its financial results for the quarter ended December 31, 2014.  

For the three months ended December 31, 2014, Rand Worldwide, Inc. reported total revenues of 

$22,415,000. Revenues for the same quarter in the prior fiscal year included a single large sale of $3.2 

http://atos.net/en-us/home/we-are/news/press-release/2015/pr-2015_02_18_01.html
http://atos.net/en-us/home/we-are/news/press-release/2015/pr-2015_02_18_01.html
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mentor.com%2Fcompany%2Finvestor_relations&esheet=51040968&newsitemid=20150216005563&lan=en-US&anchor=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mentor.com%2Fcompany%2Finvestor_relations&index=1&md5=9a897f943fd9db3dd23904d00a56248f
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million, thus excluding this one-time large sale, revenues increased from the prior year by $1.6 million 

or 7.6%. The Company’s overall gross margin percentage increased from 50.1% to 51.2% due to a 

positive revenue mix. Total selling, general and administrative expenses were higher by 15.7% for the 

current quarter over the same period of the prior fiscal year as a result of costs associated with the 

Company’s tender offer which closed during the quarter. When these expenses are excluded from the 

calculation, operating expenses decreased slightly over the comparable prior year period. As a result, the 

Company reported income from continuing operations of $763,000, or $0.02 per diluted share for the 

quarter ended December 31, 2014, compared with $2,163,000, or $0.02 per diluted share, for the same 

quarter of the prior year.  

“Overall, we are pleased with our revenue growth and the continued profitability that we reported for 

our second fiscal quarter,” commented John Kuta, chief financial officer of Rand Worldwide. “The cash 

flows that our ongoing operations generate coupled with our available line of credit provide us ample 

liquidity to fund our operations and strategic plans.” 

“With the tender offer and other related transactions behind us, we are intensely focused on 

strengthening our business through numerous initiatives to further enhance our customers’ experience,” 

stated Lawrence Rychlak, president and chief executive officer at Rand Worldwide. “These efforts 

include the development and implementation of new methods of providing training and product 

knowledge to our customers, the alignment of our Facilities Management team under the IMAGINiT 

umbrella to better serve our clients in the AEC space and additional investments in sales and technical 

resources to further our growth initiatives.” 

To view an unabridged version of this press release, visit: http://rand.com/news-events/press-

releases/2015/rand-worldwide-announces-2q-fy15-results  

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Stratasys Conference Call to Discuss Fourth Quarter and Full Year Financial Results 

16 February 2015 

 

Stratasys, Ltd. announced that it will release financial results for the quarter ended December 31, 

2014 on Monday, March 2, 2015. The Company plans to hold the conference call to discuss its fourth 

quarter and full year financial results on Monday, March 2, 2015 at 8:30 a.m. (ET). 

The investor conference call will be available via live webcast on the Stratasys Web site 

at www.stratasys.com under the "Investors" tab; or directly at the following web address: 

http://edge.media-server.com/m/p/fsefp4qi. 

To participate by telephone, the domestic dial-in number is 800-510-9691 and the international dial-in is 

617-614-3453. The access code is 23883766. 

Investors are advised to dial into the call at least ten minutes prior to the call to register. The webcast 

will be available for 90 days on the "Investors" page of the Stratasys Web site or by accessing the 

provided web address. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

http://rand.com/news-events/press-releases/2015/rand-worldwide-announces-2q-fy15-results
http://rand.com/news-events/press-releases/2015/rand-worldwide-announces-2q-fy15-results
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stratasys.com&esheet=51040424&newsitemid=20150216005053&lan=en-US&anchor=www.stratasys.com&index=1&md5=5172a7d9da4604e4a11be6610c4f6a63
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fedge.media-server.com%2Fm%2Fp%2Ffsefp4qi&esheet=51040424&newsitemid=20150216005053&lan=en-US&anchor=http%3A%2F%2Fedge.media-server.com%2Fm%2Fp%2Ffsefp4qi&index=2&md5=d24dcaecd3248f2aa51f25eeb9eb5683
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Synopsys Posts Financial Results for First Quarter Fiscal Year 2015 

18 February 2015 

 

Synopsys, Inc. reported results for its first quarter of fiscal year 2015. 

For the first quarter of fiscal year 2015, Synopsys reported revenue of $542.0 million, compared 

to $479.0 million for the first quarter of fiscal 2014, an increase of approximately 13.2 percent.   

"Synopsys delivered strong results in the fiscal first quarter, and we are raising our revenue and non-

GAAP earnings targets for the year," said Aart de Geus, chairman and co-CEO of Synopsys. "We see 

high demand for our new products, momentum in IP and prototyping, and we're making good progress 

in our higher-growth software quality and security space." 

GAAP Results 

On a generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) basis, net income for the first quarter of fiscal 

2015 was $65.2 million, or$0.41 per share, compared to $67.7 million, or $0.43 per share, for the first 

quarter of fiscal 2014. 

Non-GAAP Results 

On a non-GAAP basis, net income for the first quarter of fiscal 2015 was $125.7 million, or $0.80 per 

share, compared to non-GAAP net income of $93.1 million, or $0.59 per share, for the first quarter of 

fiscal 2014.  Reconciliation between GAAP and non-GAAP results is provided at the end of this press 

release.  

To view an unabridged version of this press release, visit: http://news.synopsys.com/2015-02-18-

Synopsys-Posts-Financial-Results-for-First-Quarter-Fiscal-Year-2015  
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Implementation Investments 

ANSYS Engineering Simulation Solutions Meeting Customer Needs At TimkenSteel  

17 February 2015 

 

TimkenSteel is leveraging the power of ANSYS simulation to solve customers' engineering challenges. 

TimkenSteel creates tailored products and services for its customers' most demanding applications. Its 

engineers are experts in both materials and applications and work closely with customers to deliver 

solutions tailored to their applications and supply chains. To quickly develop those custom services, 

TimkenSteel uses ANSYS computational fluid dynamics (CFD) solutions to simulate material behavior 

during the heat treat process. These simulations reduce trial-and-error in the plant to optimize heat-

treated steel products. TimkenSteel's products are used in the manufacture of components for the 

agricultural, construction, military, mining, oil and gas, power generation and rail markets. 

"TimkenSteel will continue to use the best predictive tools to optimize our products for our most 

demanding customers, and ANSYS has established a prominent place in our arsenal of sophisticated 

modeling capabilities," said Ray Fryan, vice president of technology and quality at TimkenSteel. 

TimkenSteel, recently spun off by The Timken Company, manufactures a wide range of alloy, carbon 

http://news.synopsys.com/2015-02-18-Synopsys-Posts-Financial-Results-for-First-Quarter-Fiscal-Year-2015
http://news.synopsys.com/2015-02-18-Synopsys-Posts-Financial-Results-for-First-Quarter-Fiscal-Year-2015
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and micro-alloy steel with an annual melt capacity of approximately 2 million tons. The company's 

product lines include SBQ bars, seamless mechanical tubing and precision steel components. 

TimkenSteel also has extensive research and development capabilities to answer customers' toughest 

engineering challenges. 

"We were impressed by the breadth and depth of ANSYS
®
 Fluent

®
, its capabilities for industrial design 

applications and by the excellent service that ANSYS provides," said Don Cao, product engineering 

specialist at TimkenSteel who specializes in advanced modeling. "Fluent's fast, accurate CFD results are 

helping us to optimize productivity and quality – and give our customers exactly what they need." 

"TimkenSteel is a new company with 100 years of experience that is helping to transform an industry," 

said Gilles Eggenspieler, senior fluid product line manager at ANSYS. "With the addition of Fluent, 

TimkenSteel joins thousands of organizations worldwide that benefit from the use of ANSYS solutions 

as an integral part of the design and optimization phases of their product development activities." 
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Berry Jewelry Adopts Simparel Enterprise to Gain Design to Delivery Visibility 

17 February 2015 

 

Simparel, Inc. (http://www.simparel.com) announces that global jewelry and accessories brand Berry 

Jewelry has begun implementation of the cloud-based Simparel® Enterprise solution at its New York 

City headquarters and other global offices. By replacing general industry ERP with the fully integrated 

fashion ERP, product lifecycle (PLM), supply chain (SCM), and warehouse management (WMS) 

solution, the private label and brand wholesaler expects to gain full visibility into the entire design to 

delivery processes and empower its teams and business partners to make faster, better-informed 

decisions. 

“As a design-focused company, we need much more business information than our Sage MAS 200 

accounting/ERP system can currently provide,” explained CEO Martha Berry. “Most importantly, we 

wanted a system with PLM capabilities that could start at the design phase and carry us all the way 

through to sales and shipment. After carefully evaluating more than ten systems, our cross-functional 

power user group declared Simparel the hands down choice based on its scope of functionality, 

performance and ease of use.” 

Berry Jewelry will leverage the fully integrated capabilities of Simparel to track and manage its design, 

product development, purchasing, sales, shipping, accounting and other processes across its offices in 

the United States, China and India. The PLM capabilities built into Simparel will also support design 

and development collaboration with the company’s more than 50 global private label retail partners. 

“After struggling for some time to create our own database and reports with off-the-shelf software, we 

are particularly looking forward to the flexible and robust reporting capabilities in Simparel,” continued 

Berry. “We also like the fact that Simparel will give us easy integration with Microsoft® Excel® 

spreadsheets. We are already enjoying working with their talented implementation team.” 

“We are pleased with the opportunity to partner in the continued success of Berry Jewelry,” added 

Simparel CEO Steve Vogel. “We look forward to helping them gain the visibility and control they need 

to grow and prosper into the future.” 

 

http://www.prweb.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5zaW1wYXJlbC5jb20=
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ENERGOINVEST d.d. Sarajevo Achieves Time Reduction in Design Works using AVEVA Bocad 

Tower 

16 February 2015 

 

AVEVA announced today that ENERGOINVEST d.d. Sarajevo, a multi-disciplinary engineering 

company, has used AVEVA Bocad Tower to complete the construction of a K-Face transmission tower, 

saving a time for the design of towers significantly.  AVEVA Bocad Tower is the only software 

designed specifically for the construction of transmission and communication towers, increasing 

productivity and enabling superior quality modelling. The AVEVA Bocad products are helping 

companies achieve right-first-time fabrication, ensuring assets are delivered on time and on budget. 

‘AVEVA Bocad Tower is an open, interoperable solution that facilitates collaboration across multi-

discipline teams,' commented Nedim Karahasanovic, Marketing Manager, ENERGOINVEST 

Transmission Lines, ‘It has increased our efficiency and productivity.  With only a few week’s training 

on the AVEVA Bocad software we made great progress with the design of the tower and reduced the 

scheduled time of the project.’ 

Richard Brotherton, VP Sales, Fabrication sector, AVEVA, explained how AVEVA’s technology is 

achieving such impressive time savings: ‘AVEVA Bocad enables the creation of highest-quality shop-

ready deliverables and accurate fabrication automation for machinery through the use of quick and easy 

modelling tools. This ensures the highest level of productivity and a rapid return on investment. 

Combined with the unique integration and interoperability within the wider AVEVA software suite and 

fabrications managements systems, the end result optimises lean operations that significantly save costs 

and time. 

‘Any reduction in project delivery time is an extraordinary achievement that would be hard to replicate 

but, in fact, we regularly learn from customers of similar savings. The industry continually proves what 

we know to be the case; that AVEVA Bocad delivers unrivalled levels of capability and productivity.’ 
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Kit & Ace implement WFX Cloud PLM for Apparel Product Development 

19 February 2015 

 

Kit and Ace is a contemporary luxury apparel brand founded in Vancouver, Canada by Shannon Wilson 

and J. J. Wilson, the wife and son of Lululemon founder Chip Wilson. They specialize in producing 

“Technical Luxury” garments, meaning they apply technical attributes to traditionally high-end 

fabrications like cashmere. They also offer online E-commerce shopping and operate a vertical retail 

model.  

With a long history in retail, the founders wanted to channel their mutual passion for innovation, design, 

fashion and creativity into the evolution of Kit and Ace. They wanted to implement process 

improvements by incorporating all technical and design information into one Cloud-based location and 

at the same time manage integrated supplier interactions, messaging, critical path and product approval 

management.  
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"Given that we want to connect everyone internally and our overseas vendors, the Cloud was a natural 

choice and WFX has been super easy for our teams to adopt ", says Laura Rowse, Head of Sourcing, Kit 

and Ace.  

WFX Cloud PLM is contributing to Kit and Ace’s growth by: 

 Reducing product development lead times 

 Enhancing product quality and deliveries 

 Reducing product cost 

 Providing seamless costing integration & visibility 
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Product News 
 

Altair OptiStruct® Integrates with AVL EXCITE for Powertrain Simulation 

17 February 2015 

 

Altair and AVL today announced a tighter integration between Altair OptiStruct®, an award-winning 

finite element analysis (FEA) solver that is part of the Altair HyperWorks® computer-aided engineering 

(CAE) suite, and AVL EXCITE, the market-leading simulation environment for dynamics and acoustics 

of powertrain systems.  The fast and accurate coupling between OptiStruct and AVL EXCITE shortens 

the associated workflow, reduces error, and improves the robustness of engine dynamics analyses. 

The AVL EXCITE product family is a powertrain-oriented rigid and flexible multi-body dynamic 

analysis solution which provides advanced techniques to calculate the dynamics, strengths, vibration, 

and acoustics of combustion engines, transmissions, and conventional or electrified powertrains and 

drivelines.  Outstanding models of lubricated contacts (slider bearings, piston and piston rings) facilitate 

detailed investigations of the contact behavior, including the prediction of friction and wear. 

Customers use Altair OptiStruct for structural and NVH analysis as well as to efficiently create flex 

bodies for engine dynamics analysis.  With this development, Altair OptiStruct became the first FEA 

solver that can directly produce the AVL EXCITE body property input data file (.exb) without the 

generation of intermediate files requiring translation, which can be time consuming and could lead to 

analysis error.  The process is very straightforward and does not require any intermediate steps, reducing 

data input time by as much as 50%. 

"The use of Altair OptiStruct allows us to directly create the AVL EXCITE .exb input data file," said 

Mikhail Ejakov, PhD, Global Technical Specialist for Engine System Dynamics and Crankshaft 

Durability CAE at Ford Motor Company.  "This new capability eliminates the need to create and 

translate large intermediate files which can be very time consuming with large models, leading to 

significant improvements in turnaround time and robustness of the engine dynamics analyses with AVL 

EXCITE." 

A detailed OptiStruct FEA model includes stress and other important structural information that is useful 

for engine system development.  The direct export of AVL EXCITE input data streamlines the 

simulation analysis.  The new, highly automated interface can be used by engine manufacturers within a 

http://www.altair.com/
https://www.avl.com/
http://www.altairhyperworks.com/optistruct
https://www.avl.com/excite
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variety of transportation industry sectors, including automotive, aerospace, off-highway, motorsports 

and rail.  Original equipment manufacturers (OEMs) are embracing the workflow improvement. 

"Previously, engineers had to run the FEA and then manually convert the results data to be used in AVL 

EXCITE for the analysis and simulation of the complete transmission," said Harold Thomas, 

Development Director of Implicit Solver Technologies for Altair.  "The Altair OptiStruct-AVL EXCITE 

interface demonstrates the strength of the open architecture of the Altair HyperWorks suite, which can 

be customized to interact with other software tools to meet customer requirements for task automation. 

This flexibility enables a more integrated approach to the product design process, translating into 

significant time and cost savings for the customer." 

In addition, recovering stresses from both transient and frequency response analysis performed by AVL 

EXCITE is faster and easier with Altair OptiStruct.  Large amounts of stress data (over 3 GB) are 

generated in less than one minute using the modal participation coefficients generated by AVL 

EXCITE.  These stress results can be written to both .op2 and Altair HyperWorks .h3d files for fatigue 

analysis by other third party codes.  More ease of use features offered by Altair OptiStruct include tied 

contact to connect components with dissimilar meshes, and output of results subsets for even faster 

analysis. 

"This improved interface demonstrates AVL's desire to integrate AVL EXCITE into the design and 

analysis workflow so that our customers can benefit from reduced time-to-market," said Paul Herster, 

AVL EXCITE Product Manager. "It also shows that complementary products can provide a faster time-

to-market than a traditional all-in-one solution." 
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AMC Bridge Releases LuxViewer™ for iPad 

17 February 2015 

 

AMC Bridge releases LuxViewer™ for iPad 1.0 – new free tool for viewing and editing the rendering 

results obtained from LuxRender rendering engine. 

The tool is available at iTunes App Store. LuxViewer™ for iPad now allows users to open rendering 

results stored in FLM files from DropBox folder. Application supports the whole palette of instruments 

for rendering results editing as in the original desktop viewer. Files up to 200 Mb are supported for 

processing. 
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CL3VER 3.0 releasing March 11 

18 February 2015 

 

CL3VER has announced the release of a brand new WebGL GPU-based real-time lightmap technology 

that will be available for users in the upcoming CL3VER 3.0 version. CL3VER 3.0 will add several 

features that speed up the production workflow of cross platform interactive 3D presentations. 

Faster presentations without rendering time 

http://amcbridge.com/?q=LuxViewer
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When it comes to presenting and communicating your designs, rendering times can become to cause 

significant bottlenecks. These potential delays can have an impact on project deadlines and can be 

multiplied when client changes to projects are required. 

CL3VER 3.0 introduces a new proprietary automatic real-time lightmap rendering solution that 

drastically reduces the rendering time required by traditional visualization techniques from several hours 

to just minutes. By leveraging the performance of today’s GPUs within the artists workstations and 

laptops, CL3VER is able to dramatically improve the real-time lightmap rendering workflow. 

The new solution will offers engineers, architects, and other design professionals 

a higher level of flexibility, allowing them to easily create interactive 3D presentations. Any changes to 

the presentation can be incorporated quickly since extensive re-rendering will no longer be required. The 

process is automatic, meaning that lightmaps of the scene are calculated in real-time while users 

continue to work on the presentation allowing them to immediately see the impact on the scene 

illumination after any changes have been made. 

Streamlined workflow for visual 3D communication 

CL3VER is a solution for architects, engineers and designers to quickly create high quality multi-device 

interactive 3D presentations using existing 3D models. 

The CL3VER platform will be improved to better support all compatible 3D formats, making the 

process to import models much faster. 

An improved UI will make the process of creating a scene and including animation and interactivity 

more intuitive. Finally, a new sharing system will enable project owners to quickly invite users to view, 

edit and collaborate on projects in a secure environment. 

Release date 

CL3VER 3.0 will be released on March 11, 2015, just one week before CL3VER´s participation in 

the NVIDIA GPU Technology Conference in San Jose, CA at booth #118. 
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Complete Set of Workflow Automation Software Applications is Available 

17 February 2015 

 

fCoder Group, Inc. has introduced a complete set of software products designed for workflow 

automation. 

FolderMill is usually installed on the company server and monitors all the incoming files. The software 

follows the rules specified by company employees and sets automatic conversion of incoming files to 

the formats, such as PDF, JPG, TIFF and others. It also allows document printing, where applicable. 

Deployment of FolderMill can release the users from manual PDF creation and/or printing. All the work 

is done via two “hot folders” – files to be processed are placed in one of them and taken out of the other 

completely ready. 

As a result, there is no necessity to install printer driver and PDF creation software onto each office 

workstation. More than that, 100% of newly created PDF files and printed documents will satisfy the 

company standards. For example, all PDF files will be saved in searchable PDF/A format; all documents 

intended for internal use will be printed in a toner save mode. 

http://www.cl3ver.com/events/gpu-technology-conference-2015/
http://www.fcoder.com/
http://www.foldermill.com/
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The list of documents that can be printed with FolderMill 2.0 is obviously larger than the ones that can 

be converted to PDF or image files. For example, Autodesk AutoCAD and Solid Works technical 

documents can only be printed, but not converted, but here fCoder Group, Inc. offers a solution again -

 Universal Document Converter that works very well in combination with FolderMill. 

Universal Document Converter is virtual printer software. With Universal Document Converter any 

printable document can be saved as a PDF or as an image file. 

The list of image files supported by the software includes JPG, TIFF, PNG, GIF, PCX, DCX, and 

Windows Bitmap. All the converted documents can also get automatically resized, cropped or 

watermarked. So, Universal Document Converter noticeably extends the functionality of FolderMill. 

FolderMill is rarely installed on PCs - it’s server-side software. Individual consumers though can benefit 

from more software products: Print Conductor and DocuFreezer. 

Print Conductor software is designed for printing documents in batch mode. It offers a convenient 

interface based on the list of files to be printed. Additionally it contains a dropdown control to select an 

actual printer from the list and the “Start” button to run the printing process. Print Conductor acts as a 

time saver for those who have to print tons of documents on a daily basis. 

Print Conductor 4.6 is compatible with all types of printers including virtual printers. In combination 

with Universal Document Converter document conversion and document printing become quick and 

easy. 

DocuFreezer is new software for converting office documents and image files to PDF, JPG or TIFF. 

One of the advantages of DocuFreezer 1.2 is a very simple user interface. The program was designed for 

people who are not computer experts and who will never want to experiment with virtual printers or 

other applications requiring advanced skills. 

On the last position of this article there are three command line tools designed for system integrators as 

document processing components in workflow system: 2Printer, 2JPEG and 2TIFF. 

2Printer is the command line tool for printing documents. 2JPEG and 2TIFF are designed for 

converting PDF and image files to JPEG and TIFF correspondingly. 

Command line interface is very easy to use thanks to automation scripts. System integrators and 

software developers can start using any of these software applications without the necessity to study new 

programming languages. 

2Printer 4.6, 2JPEG 8.1 and 2TIFF 8.1 are not equipped with graphic interfaces. This means that they do 

not require any extra manual resources. Customers do not really need to control their performance by 

clicking any buttons, etc. 2Printer, 2JPEG and 2TIFF can work 24/7 practically independently! 
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Delcam’s PartMaker offers free Multi-Channel Viewer Productivity App 

18 February 2015 

 

Delcam’s PartMaker Division has launched a new, free PC-based app called the PartMaker Multi-

Channel Viewer that allows users of multi-tasking turn-mill centres and Swiss-type lathes to view and 

align multi-channel CNC programs automatically. 

The PartMaker Multi-Channel Viewer is available for download free of cost from 

http://www.print-driver.com/
http://www.print-conductor.com/
http://www.docufreezer.com/
http://www.doc2prn.com/
http://www.2jpeg.com/
http://www.2tiff.com/
http://www.partmaker.com/
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http://www.partmaker.com/multichannelviewer.  The downloaded program is activated for each shop by 

a PartMaker product specialist.  He will provide the user with a customized machine configuration for 

the machines in that shop.  The software also works for any standard, single-path NC machine as 

well.  Both the application and the custom configuration files are provided free of cost. 

The PartMaker Multi-Channel Viewer allows users of turn-mill centres and Swiss-type lathes that 

require multi-channel CNC programs to view such programs side by side and automatically align "sync” 

or "wait” codes.  This unique application supports virtually any multi-channel machine/control 

combination from every machine builder on the market.  It is highly intelligent, using proprietary 

technology to automatically recognize the CNC syntax required by specific machine tools.  

Once installed and configured, the PartMaker Multi-Channel Viewer lets users view a multi-channel 

CNC program on one screen with just a few clicks of a button.  It automatically displays synchronized 

processes across multiple channels for any multi-axis machine/control combination.  The software 

allows users to search their multi-channel NC program quickly and easily. 

While the PartMaker Multi-Channel Viewer is not a CNC editor, it can connect to the user’s chosen 

CNC editor to allow changes or corrections to be made to multi-channel NC programs. 
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Geometry Comparison from LEDAS Now Supports All Major MCAD Formats 

16 February 2015 

 

LEDAS Ltd., today announced new capabilities in its LEDAS Geometry Comparison (LGC) 

component. LGC now supports most formats from today’s MCAD systems, including all flagship and 

mid-range products of the top four CAD vendors. 

Because LGC makes it possible to compare models from any source, the new release allows users to 

work with CAD models without worrying about native formats. And so LGC allows users to open and 

then compare native parts and assemblies from CATIA, NX, Creo, SolidWorks, Inventor, and Solid 

Edge. As well, it fills out its coverage of 3D interoperability formats by adding JT and ACIS to those 

already supported, STEP, IGES, and Parasolid. 

To handle the new formats, LEDAS decided on licensing the translation component from Datakit, 

software that has a proven track record. 

“Expanding the list of supported CAD formats was the most requested feature that we received from 

users, following the first release of LGC,” said Alexey Ershov, CEO of LEDAS. “We believe that this 

new version of LGC, with its extended support for formats, brings us closer to the real needs of users in 

design and manufacturing, who often have to work with models in different formats, whether on their 

desktop computers or accessed from the cloud.” 

Demo Version Works in the Cloud 

A new LGC demo application is available on the LEDAS site www.ledas.com. It is based on client-

server architecture, and so the comparison calculations are completed on the server. This proof-of-

concept demo looks ahead to evaluating LGC’s capabilities in the cloud. While support of MCAD files 

in the demo application is restricted, potential customers can request the full-function version of LGC 

from info@ledas.com. 

http://www.partmaker.com/multichannelviewer
http://www.ledas.com/
mailto:info@ledas.com
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Mastercam Delivers Suite of Tools Including 3D Surfacing and Solids  

16 February 2015 

 

Mastercam is known for powerful NC programming, but it also delivers a suite of shop-tested design 

tools including 3D surfacing and solids. The streamlined CAD engine makes design work easier than 

ever before. Mastercam Design streamlines modeling and editing geometry. It also supports advanced 

geometry creation, including NURBS curves and surfaces, 2D and 3D associative dimensioning, surface 

extension, blending, trimming, splitting, variable filleting, solid modeling, hybrid modeling, and so 

much more! 

A few new enhancements to Mastercam X8 Design are:  

New Solids Workflow 

The solids interface and workflow has been completely redone for Mastercam X8 and makes 

constructing and editing solids a lot easier and more intuitive then it’s ever been. Every existing Solids 

function has been updated to reflect this new workflow. All solids functions have been given a new 

modern interface that allows you to work in the interface and on the screen as needed. And, by putting 

the solid selection filters in a new dialog that pops up at the start of an operation, it’s easier to set them 

up as you are working. 

Smart Chains in Solids 

This enhancement automatically reconnects wireframe chains that have been edited so you don’t have to 

re-chain them. For example, when you extrude a rectangle, then go back and fillet a corner, you just 

have to regenerate the operation instead of having to re-chain the wireframe. 

Solid Edge Awareness 

Solid Edge Awareness is now throughout wireframe modeling. The goal for Mastercam X8 is to allow 

solid edges to be used as reference entities and eliminate the need to create temporary geometry. If you 

are in a function that supports Solid Edge Awareness, the Edge filter will be available and can be used to 

recognize or ignore solid edges. 

Surface Modeling Improvements 

Some Surface Modeling improvements include: 

 Change Normal function supports the new color display of the non-normal side of the surface in 

shading.  

 Orient Normals positions the normals of neighboring surfaces to one another. Once you set the 

initial position, you can flip the results and display arrows that show the direction.  

 Fillet Surface to Surface and Surface to Plane functions display a Maximum Recommended 

Radius. Once you select the surfaces, Mastercam analyzes them and displays a maximum 

recommended radius that can be successfully created. 
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Matereality Releases a Collaborative Framework for Materials 

12 February 2015 

 

No one tests materials for a single user! Matereality’s new collaborative framework responds to the 

ongoing need to disseminate data, in an exact "as viewed" form, among trusted parties. This is 

particularly useful when data is multivariate, requiring multiple views to aid comprehension. 

Matereality’s secure, collaborative features enable high-level information exchange with an easy click of 

a Share button, removing the tedium of creating email attachments, special Excel files, or PowerPoint 

documents. Collaborators receive a data link via email, inviting them to the same view, on the same 

platform, via a secure log-in. Data is displayed in rich detail using Matereality's Data Viewer, which 

provides data plotting, analytics, unit conversion, Excel export, and traceability features. 

Benefits: 

 Detailed and comprehensive data sharing with minimal effort 

 Transmit material properties, material cards, and even test reports 

 No attachments; no file-size reduction 

 Secure! Links will not work when forwarded, unlike attachments 

 Track who sees the shared data, and when 

 Revoke access at the end of collaboration 

For internal collaboration within the enterprise, Workgroup Material DatabasePro creates a central, 

private core containing material data in full interactive detail that is always available to group members, 

whether collocated or dispersed. All members share the same toolsets for advanced plotting 

accompanied by analytics to instantly compare and visualize data trends; converting units, zooming 

views, and interrogating curves; and exporting data to Excel, as well as in formats suited for diverse 

applications, including CAE. 

The related Collaborate app allows users to view data that they have shared with others, as well as data 

that others have shared with them. All of this has been released for each material database on 

Matereality's secure cloud, enabling the >500 companies and their engineers to share materials 

information in a way that suits their own business needs. 
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Paroc Panel System Publishes a Revit-based App Design Tool 

12 February 2015 

 

Paroc has again chosen the infrastructure provided by BIMobject® to reach out with their BIM 

solutions. Paroc Panel System, a European market leader in the manufacturing of mineral wool 

sandwich panels, now meets the request from many BIM users by publishing a Revit-based design tool 

on the BIMobject® Portal. 

Paroc Panel System provides a unique service package based on its 25 years of experience and expertise. 

The company’s operations are reliable and flexible, and facilitate the management of PAROC panel 

building projects from project planning to installation. 

http://matereality.com/#wdb_info
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PAROC panels are high-class steel-faced sandwich panels with a core of stone wool. The main 

application areas of the panels are facades, partitions and ceilings in commercial, industrial and public 

buildings. 

Download the App for free from the BIMobject® Portal: 

http://bimobject.com/product/?manufacturer=paroc 

Architects and Designers will find it easy to use the tool to generate different wall and ceiling panel 

types and then visualise the designs with realistic profiles and colours. By using PAROC Panel Design 

Add-in, it’s possible to generate different PAROC panel objects by choosing from several options like 

thickness, wool type, surface pattern and colour. It´s also possible to use the Paroc Quick Panel editor to 

create a simple panel object. 

“BIMobject® was chosen to be our partner, because of well-known and even growing brand in Nordic 

countries. Paroc has already used the services of BIMobject since autumn 2014”, says Juha Laihonen, 

Business Area Manager at Paroc Panel System. 

"We are very happy that Paroc has chosen to extend their cooperation with BIMobject and that they 

keep providing good BIM solutions to Architects and Designers”, says Alexander Montell, Sales 

Director at BIMobject AB. 
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CL3VER 3.0 releasing March 11 

18 February 2015 

 

CL3VER has announced the release of a brand new WebGL GPU-based real-time lightmap technology 

that will be available for users in the upcoming CL3VER 3.0 version. CL3VER 3.0 will add several 

features that speed up the production workflow of cross platform interactive 3D presentations. 

Faster presentations without rendering time 

When it comes to presenting and communicating your designs, rendering times can become to cause 

significant bottlenecks. These potential delays can have an impact on project deadlines and can be 

multiplied when client changes to projects are required. 

CL3VER 3.0 introduces a new proprietary automatic real-time lightmap rendering solution that 

drastically reduces the rendering time required by traditional visualization techniques from several hours 

to just minutes. By leveraging the performance of today’s GPUs within the artists workstations and 

laptops, CL3VER is able to dramatically improve the real-time lightmap rendering workflow. 

The new solution will offers engineers, architects, and other design professionals 

a higher level of flexibility, allowing them to easily create interactive 3D presentations. Any changes to 

the presentation can be incorporated quickly since extensive re-rendering will no longer be required. The 

process is automatic, meaning that lightmaps of the scene are calculated in real-time while users 

continue to work on the presentation allowing them to immediately see the impact on the scene 

illumination after any changes have been made. 

Streamlined workflow for visual 3D communication 

CL3VER is a solution for architects, engineers and designers to quickly create high quality multi-device 

interactive 3D presentations using existing 3D models. 

http://bimobject.com/product/?manufacturer=paroc
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The CL3VER platform will be improved to better support all compatible 3D formats, making the 

process to import models much faster. 

An improved UI will make the process of creating a scene and including animation and interactivity 

more intuitive. Finally, a new sharing system will enable project owners to quickly invite users to view, 

edit and collaborate on projects in a secure environment. 

Release date 

CL3VER 3.0 will be released on March 11, 2015, just one week before CL3VER´s participation in 

the NVIDIA GPU Technology Conference in San Jose, CA at booth #118. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

TraceParts Teams Up with SolidFace to Offer Over 100 Million Online 3D CAD Models for Free 

18 February 2015 

 

TraceParts with SolidFace today launched the SolidFace portal, a free online design resource, to the fast 

growing user community of SolidFace software. 

Directly available through SolidFace´s software interface, this new online part library features over 100 

million part numbers from hundreds of leading component manufacturers and distributors and thousands 

of ISO, ANSI, DIN, NF, GB, ASME and more standards. 

“We’re proud to partner with SolidFace to bring best-in-class free 3D part catalogs to their users.” says 

Gabriel Guigue, TraceParts Managing Director. “Time to market is critical to all manufacturing 

companies and SolidFace is a highly flexible tool to help them designing their products better and faster. 

Therefore we are very pleased to be the first content supplier to provide the SolidFace user community 

with hundreds of millions of certified supplier components that can be inserted into their designs.” 

“Our mission is to develop high-performance software that add the greatest amount of benefits at the 

lowest possible cost to our client. Always providing a good service as part of the product sold to our 

customers.” explains Oscar Leite, SolidFace CEO. “So for us it was a another important step to partner 

with TraceParts in order to deliver millions of CAD models and other valuable product data to the 

SolidFace community so they can save time and costs.” 
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VCollab Announces tools to convert Complex Simulation/CAE Data into interactive 3D PDF models 

for easier sharing of CAE data 

18 February 2015 

 

VCollab announced the ability to export CAE model &results data from a variety of CAE solutions like 

ANSYS, MSC NASTRAN, Dassault Systemes, ABAQUS, LS DYNA, FLUENT, STAR-CCM+, CFX, 

FE SFAE, nCODE and others into interactive 3D PDFfiles. VCollab exports not only the 3D model, 

deformed shape and simulation result, but also exports the CAE BOM, simulation result contour and 

associated legend for better understanding of the simulation results. These enhancements help engineers 

to distribute CAE results throughout their organizations in widely used documentation and collaboration 

http://www.cl3ver.com/events/gpu-technology-conference-2015/
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initiatives. 

Creating 3D PDF files of simulation results is now available through an optional plug-in for VCollab 

Professional allowing any result instance selected in VCollab Professional to be exported as a 3D PDF 

document. The combination of VCollab’s extensive CAE import and processing capabilities with the 3D 

PDF export plug-in makes CAE data available to a wide audience in a format that is consistent with their 

standard business practices. 

The VCollab Suite is already known for its unique capabilities to improve the productivity of CAE 

analysts and also to improve the collaboration between simulation experts and other engineers involved 

in the product development process, making access to product performance data more available 

whenever needed. VCollab lightweight CAE result models and easy-to-use smart CAE viewers enable 

all people involved in product development processes to consider design performance for design 

decisions. 3D PDF now also allows to create more comprehensive 3D reports for simulation results 

allowing any receiving user to access 3D result models with a software tool he is already using, standard 

PDF readers. 

"3D PDF enables all those, who are involved in product development to have the 3D-Inside access to the 

simulation based virtual product everywhere at any time" says Erke Wang, Managing Director 

at Cadfem GmbH, the ANSYS Channel partner in Germany since 1982. "It greatly increase the 

communication efficiency inside the organization and with customers, during the product development 

process, when the details of virtual testing results should be shared frequently." 

"Simulation has become a strategic tool in many organizations" said Prasad Mandava, CEO of VCollab. 

"With the option to create 3D PDF in addition to the CAX models, simulation results can now be 

communicated to even more people involved in product development. Simulation reports are no longer 

restricted to 2D images either, bringing them more in line with today’s 3D processes." 

The capability is immediately available for the latest VCollab Professional version. Existing customers 

interested in trying these new features are requested to contact VCollab or their local VCollab partner 

for a test license. 
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