
 

Copyright © 2017 by CIMdata, Inc. All rights reserved. 

CIMdata, Inc. 3909 Research Park Drive Ann Arbor, Michigan 48108 Tel: +1 (734) 668–9922 Fax: +1 (734) 668–1957 

E-mail: s.vos@CIMdata.com Web: http://www.CIMdata.com 

Contents 

CIMdata News _____________________________________________________________________ 2 
CIMdata Publishes Global CAM Market Analysis Report ________________________________________2 

Acquisitions _______________________________________________________________________ 4 
Electronic Design Automation (EDA) Technology: Altair Acquires MODELiiS ______________________4 
Novo PLM Acquires PTC Business from Barry-Wehmiller International ____________________________4 
Trimble to Acquire Müller-Elektronik to Extend its Precision Agriculture Capabilities from the Vehicle to 

the Implement __________________________________________________________________________5 

Company News _____________________________________________________________________ 6 
Capgemini and MIT Report Shows the Human Element is More Important Than Ever Before ___________6 
Cohesity Joins Hewlett Packard Enterprise Complete Program to Deliver Hyperconverged Secondary 

Storage Solutions to Enterprise Customers____________________________________________________7 
CollabNet DLM Wins 2017 Stevie Award for New Software Development Solution of the Year _________8 
Datapipe Recognized as 2017 Dell EMC Americas Service Provider Partner of the Year _______________9 
Fujitsu Subsidiary TechShop Japan Enhances Programs to Accelerate Maker Movement _______________9 
Infosys Public Services Appraised at CMMI® Maturity Level 5 _________________________________10 
ITC Infotech Builds an Augmented Reality Solution for Connected Service Leveraging Oracle & PTC 

Technology ___________________________________________________________________________10 
KPMG Ignition Sparks Innovation for Clients ________________________________________________11 
HPE Launches World’s First Supply Chain Program Based on Climate Science _____________________12 
Janeiro Digital and PTC Embark on New Development Collaboration _____________________________14 
SOLIDWORKS Apps for Kids a Maker Faire Hit _____________________________________________15 
Stratasys and Desktop Metal Extend Their Strategic Partnership to Accelerate Adoption of Metal Additive 

Manufacturing _________________________________________________________________________16 
U.S. Chamber Foundation, The Sustainability Consortium, and the Retail Industry Leaders Association 

Launch Circular Economy Toolbox ________________________________________________________17 
Zoomdata and Atos Announce Partnership to Bring Speed-of-Thought Big Data Visualization to Customers

 ____________________________________________________________________________________18 

Events News ______________________________________________________________________ 18 
2017 Salesforce Manufacturing Summit, June 2017, Chicago ____________________________________18 
CGTech Proctors SkillsUSA/NIMS Contest Submissions with VERICUT __________________________19 
Ideate Software to Demonstrate its Revit add-in tools at BILT ANZ 2017 __________________________19 

Financial News ___________________________________________________________________ 20 
Aveva Group Releases Preliminary Results for Year Ended 31 March 2017 ________________________20 
ESI Group: First-Quarter 2017 Sales of €27.3 million __________________________________________21 

Implementation Investments _________________________________________________________ 22 
3D Systems Chooses ThingWorx Platform from PTC to Enable Smart, Connected 3D Printers _________22 
PROLIM and Infor Enter Alliance Partnership to Implement PLM Accelerate _______________________22 
Whelen Engineering Company Partners with Infor to Support Digital Transformation ________________23 

Product News _____________________________________________________________________ 24 
ANSYS 18.1 Expands Pervasive Engineering Simulation _______________________________________24 
BETA CAE Systems Announces v17.1.1 of its Software Suite ___________________________________26 
Capvidia Makes Model-Based Definition a Practical Reality for Creo Users ________________________26 

PLM Industry Summary 
Sara Vos, Editor 

Vol. 19 No 21 - Friday, May 26, 2017 

 
 

mailto:s.vos@CIMdata.com
http://www.cimdata.com/
http://www.cimdata.com/


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 2 

Centric Software Releases “Major Game Changing Innovation:” Centric Visual Innovation Platform ____27 
Infosys Launches Boundaryless Data Lake Offering Powered by its Information Grid Solution on Amazon 

Web Services _________________________________________________________________________28 
Jesta I.S. Partners with NGC Software to Elevate Product Line with Andromeda Cloud PLM __________29 
Lantronix Announces Availability of Beta Release of Multi-Dimensional IoT Application Development and 

Deployment Platform ___________________________________________________________________30 
Maple 2017 Offers Increased Mathematical Power, Stronger Visualizations and Flexible Deployment 

Options ______________________________________________________________________________30 
Mentor Automotive Extends Test Platform Portfolio for Automotive Audio Bus _____________________31 
Panaya Launches Release Dynamix, a Cloud-based Solution for ALM Enabling Rapid High Quality 

Software Delivery ______________________________________________________________________32 
PTC Announces New ThingWorx Manufacturing Apps ________________________________________34 
PTC Creo Product Insight Offers the Power of the IoT for Product Design _________________________35 
PTC Expands Its Industrial IoT Technology Offering with the Launch of ThingWorx 8 _______________36 
Renesas R-Car Starter Kit Adopted as a Standard Reference Platform for Automotive Grade Linux to 

Accelerate IVI Development for Next-Generation Connected Cars _______________________________37 
Robin Systems Achieves HDP Product Integration Certification for Robin Cloud Platform ____________38 
Sage Collaborates with eTakeoff and Autodesk to Launch New Integrated BIM, Takeoff, and Estimating 

Solution for the Construction Market _______________________________________________________39 
Selerant Releases New Version of Compliance Cloud __________________________________________40 
Synopsys Custom Compiler Certified by Samsung for 28FDS Process Technology ___________________41 
ZWSOFT Releases CADbro 2017 SP1, a 3D Viewer with Updated Document Management ___________42 

CIMdata News 

CIMdata Publishes Global CAM Market Analysis Report 

25 May 2017 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic management consulting and research firm announces 

the release of the 2017 CIMdata CAM Market Analysis Report (MAR), the twenty-sixth annual study of 

the global Computer-Aided Machining (CAM) market. CIMdata estimates that based on end-user 

payments, the worldwide CAM software and related services market grew by 6.9% in calendar year 

2016. The estimated end-user payments grew from $1.81 billion in 2015 to $1.94 billion in 2016. 

According to Mr. Stan Przybylinski, CIMdata’s VP of Research, “The CAM results were solid in 2016, 

with few of the currency effects that impacted the results CIMdata reported last year. Even in the face of 

slower machine tool consumption, companies still continue to invest in new CAM software.” CIMdata 

projects that in 2017 growth in manufacturing will continue and end-user payments for CAM software 

will increase by 6.4% to $2.06 billion. 

Since 2002, the CAM software market has shown modest but steady growth as global economies 

generally improved. There has been worldwide growth in the sale of machine tools and manufacturing 

output; greater emphasis has been placed on the efficient operation of machine tools as manufacturing 

firms have strengthened their competitive positions; and the overall PLM (Product Lifecycle 

Management) market, of which CAM software is a component, has continued on a strong growth path 

during this period. CAM software purchases are related to all of these factors—particularly machine tool 

sales. 

The size and growth of the CAM software and related services market based on end-user payments is 

shown in the chart below. It can also be seen that approximately one-third of the end-user payments are 
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reseller revenues and approximately two-thirds of the revenues are payments made directly to software 

suppliers. 

According to Mr. Mike Fry, the director of CIMdata’s Manufacturing Systems Engineering Practice, 

“The CAM market had solid growth in 2016, but it will be interesting to watch the adoption of additive 

manufacturing technology into the mainstream manufacturing process. There will be significant changes 

in how additive manufacturing is incorporated into the PLM digital thread and its effects on the market. 

We are seeing the emergence of specialized functionality for additive manufacturing, in combination 

with subtractive manufacturing, from the software providers and machine tool manufactures. He 

continued, “We are also seeing substantial interest in the adoption of the Internet of Things and Industry 

4.0 across the manufacturing value chain, this, added with predictive analytics should accelerate the 

manufacturing market in the near term.” 

 

The 2017 version of the CAM MAR is a 150-page report containing 22 charts and 39 tables of data 

detailing the worldwide CAM market along a number of dimensions. It also includes a discussion of 

trends in the CAM industry and updates on the top CAM solution providers. The 2017 CIMdata CAM 

Market Analysis Report is available for purchase at: http://www.cimdata.com/en/research/plm-market-

analysis-report-series. 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize 

an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered 

world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods on PLM solutions. These solutions 

incorporate both business processes and a wide-ranging set of PLM-enabling technologies. 

CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and providers of technologies and services seeking 

competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, 

provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The 

company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences 

worldwide. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia 

Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website at www.CIMdata.com, follow us on 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews, or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann 

Arbor, MI 48108, USA, Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV 

http://www.cimdata.com/
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Weert, The Netherlands, Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Acquisitions 

Electronic Design Automation (EDA) Technology: Altair Acquires MODELiiS 

24 May 2017 

Altair has acquired MODELiiS, a supplier of electronic design automation software for circuit 

modeling, system design and simulation tools based in Grenoble, France. Capitalizing on strong 

expertise in digital and analog domains, their solutions are geared towards the Internet of Things (IoT), 

autonomous vehicles, and complex hybrid systems.  

 

MODELiiS was originally a start-up company incubated within a larger EDA design firm. Their main 

products simulate C code behavior for various chips and include a very high-performance SPICE circuit 

simulator. This technology is used in EDA, system modeling, electromagnetics and to model sensors for 

the IoT. 

 

“With the MODELiiS acquisition, we plan to continue our growth and investment in our EDA 

capabilities to deliver the most relevant, optimal, simulation-driven design solutions for IoT,” said James 

R. Scapa, Altair’s Founder, Chairman and CEO. “Simulation and optimization are fundamental to the 

design of communication and controls for everything from personal devices to autonomous vehicles.”  

 

With easy-to-use solutions for applications from electronics to complex hybrid systems, MODELiiS 

EDA technology is expected to solidify and strengthen Altair’s value proposition for development of 

IoT and autonomous transportation products.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Novo PLM Acquires PTC Business from Barry-Wehmiller International 

April 2017 

NovoPLM announced today that it has acquired the Parametric Technology’s Company (PTC) software 

reseller division of Barry-Wehmiller International, extending its more than 2-year partnership with PTC 

as a Value Added Reseller (VAR). 

“Growing our business with this acquisition will provide our customers with a more robust software 

solution for maximizing productivity, optimizing performance, controlling costs, and reducing risks, 

said Meyyappan Annamalai, NovoPLM CEO. “We are delighted to get to know our new customers 

from B-WI and build a new relationship here at NovoPLM. Whether companies are seeking product data 

management capabilities, optimization of the product development process, or support for global 

product development our team has a solution for you. “    

NovoPLM will take over all PTC Software license sales, maintenance services and training classes. 

With the acquisition NovoPLM will be able to better serve our customers. 

Based on their strong Creo and Windchill background and experience working with some of the world’s 

largest Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEM), NovoPLM will exceed expectations in carrying-on 
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the PTC Partnership. NovoPLM will provide PTC Creo and PTC Windchill license sales, Maintenance 

on all existing NovoPLM and B-WI accounts, PTC certified training classes in five locations throughout 

the US along with virtual and onsite sessions. 

“NovoPLM is a powerful Channel Partner to PTC. We applaud their past success and look forward to a 

mutually beneficial relationship in expanding our combined footprint and continuing to offer value-

based solutions to the marketplace, said Corey Pratte, Sr. Director of America Channel Sales, PTC.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Trimble to Acquire Müller-Elektronik to Extend its Precision Agriculture Capabilities from the 

Vehicle to the Implement 

24 May 2017 

Trimble announced today that it has signed an agreement to acquire privately-held Müller-Elektronik, a 

German company specializing in implement control and precision farming solutions. The transaction is 

expected to close in the third quarter of 2017, subject to customary closing conditions and clearance or 

expiration of the waiting period under the German Act Against Restraints of Competition. Financial 

terms were not disclosed. 

With more than 375 employees, Müller is a pioneer in precision farming, known for developing, 

producing and selling Electronic Control Units (ECUs) and embedded software that provides vehicle 

and implement control for tractors, combine harvesters, field sprayers, drill machines, seeders, spreaders 

and slurry tankers to improve the management of inputs such as seed, fertilizer and pesticides. Müller 

was a key contributor in the development of the ISOBUS communication protocol, which allows one 

terminal to control several implements and machines, regardless of manufacturer. ISOBUS standardizes 

the control settings, reduces downtime and minimizes installation and interface challenges, simplifying 

data exchange and machine control. The implement control solutions developed by Müller have now 

become widely adopted by leading agriculture OEMs and aftermarket channels. 

Combining the technology and strengths of Trimble and Müller will enable the development of new and 

exciting solutions for farmers worldwide, who often struggle to integrate and use disparate hardware and 

software products across various brands of agricultural equipment. The addition of Müller-Elektronik 

will enable the creation of an ecosystem where farmers, advisors and retailers can easily build field 

prescriptions and transfer that prescription to the implement, enabling farmers to more easily adopt 

precision agriculture solutions. 

"Our planned acquisition of Müller-Elektronik recognizes the growing importance of the implement in 

variable rate application solutions as well as the importance of an integrated platform that is agnostic to 

equipment brand," said Darryl Matthews, Trimble senior vice president. "Müller's ISOBUS solutions are 

already compatible with a significant range of equipment manufacturers. This capability, together with 

existing Trimble competencies, will enable us to expand our role in the growing market for variable rate 

applications. We plan to continue to fully support existing Müller customers and partners."         

"Trimble is a leading provider of precision agriculture hardware and farm management software. 

Bringing Trimble together with Müller's leading ISOBUS solutions will create an industry-changing 

opportunity to deliver a system-wide integration that is uniquely available through the combination of 

the companies," said Christian Müller, managing director for Müller-Elektronik. "Our systems, 

combined with farm management software, will enable OEMs to provide integrated plug-and-play 

solutions straight from the factory, while also helping the growing aftermarket channel looking to 
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support its customers with mixed fleet operations with an ISOBUS solution." 

The acquisition of Müller-Elektronik will include the company's other operations, WTK Elektronik, a 

German-based company, ME-France, ME Sudamerica, an Argentina-based company, and Mueller 

Electronics Inc., a North American-based company. The Müller-Elektronik businesses will be reported 

as part of Trimble's Resources and Utilities Segment. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Company News 

Capgemini and MIT Report Shows the Human Element is More Important Than Ever Before 

25 May 2017 

The new report, ‘From UX to CX: Rethinking the Digital User Experience as a Collaborative 

Exchange’, is part of a six-year collaboration between Capgemini Consulting and the MIT Initiative on 

the Digital Economy to help organizations succeed in digital transformation and provide best practices. 

This new form of collaborative customer exchange has two main dimensions – the active participation 

of customers along an organisation’s value chain and the extraction of more information at every 

touchpoint to target and personalise the offering. 

The Participation Market centres on how firms drive value by sharing internal activities while 

simultaneously satisfying a customer need. Firms that have started to collaborate with customers have 

found that they want to engage, want to provide their expertise, and appreciate being asked. · The 

Information Market centres on how brands deliver value by leveraging information they have directly or 

indirectly gathered. Similarly, if the information is used to benefit the customer or offer a personalised 

experience, customers will be willing to provide personal data. 

Customers are now able to engage at various levels along a firm’s value chain from R&D and product 

development, through content creation and logistics to services. Concurrently, companies are able to 

gather information at each point to uncover and infer insights. The combination of strategic decisions 

around the level of participation and flow of information in a win-win way results in successful 

collaborative exchange. 

“The fevered pitch for the development of algorithms that better understand and predict customer 

preferences seem to suggest that the future of customer experience lies on the laurels of data science 

alone. In fact, customer engagement must be understood through the lived experience of the consumer 

herself and is subject to the heuristics highlighted by behavioral science too. In a desire to welcome a 

new age of digital technology and prescient algorithms, firms must be mindful of the human element 

when it comes to user experience and work hand in hand with customers to create collaborative 

exchanges.” Renée Gosline, Senior Lecturer and Research Scientist, MIT Sloan School of Management. 

Four archetypes for Collaborative Customer Exchanges emerge at the intersection of the two dimensions 

that will help firms design successful collaboration exchanges. · Hosts gather information about their 

users by opening up their value chain to shared participation · Companions work alongside their 

customer so that the shared participation and user information is leveraged to change Customer 

Experience · Advisors leverage information about their customers but retain tight control of 

participation · Directors provide services based on controlled customer participation and gathered 

information 
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To create a successful exchange, both organization and customer must be willing to give up some 

control to allow positive participation and information sharing. Understanding the two-way flow of 

engagement and how customers benefit from the exchange is an essential part of cultivating a 

collaborative exchange. Customer engagement must be understood not only in terms of amount or value 

extracted by the organization, but by the lived experience of the consumer. Getting the balance right is 

key to create a win-win exchange. 

Collaborative Exchanges in a digital world require that firms do not rely on data science alone, but 

develop a parallel arsenal of behavioral science. Granular analytics need to be balanced with a focus on 

empathy. Developing a comprehensive understanding of human behaviours, values, and sentiments will 

remain as important as ever in the digital economy. 

Didier Bonnet, Executive Vice President at Capgemini Consulting explains: "Marketers are told daily 

that the success of their actions lies with analytics, algorithms, and AI. Of course this is massively 

important. But what we see clearly from this research is that, in this digital economy, the human element 

remains as important as ever. Only when brands are able to strike a balance between data analytics and 

behavioral science will they be able to drive win-win exchanges with their customers.” 

From UX to CX: Rethinking the Digital User Experience as a Collaborative Exchange’ Research Report 

Methodology: This research uncovers a framework for deciding when and how consumer experiences 

can transform into collaborative exchanges (CX) via digitally-mediated touchpoints in the firm’s value 

chain. This framework, combining both quantitative and qualitative analysis, is based on findings from 

event and sentiment analysis (involving thousands of customer comments and tweets), executive 

interviews, and observational case studies. 

We analysed over 70 collaborative Customer Experience events across industries and extracted data 

from 50 cases for sentiment analysis. These events included changes or launches in loyalty programs, 

self-service platforms, features, offerings and more. For each event, the study measured: (1) the degree 

of firm-consumer participation and information exchanged on a 56 point scale and (2) sentiment analysis 

of over 40,000 tweets before and after a collaborative customer exchange to assess which events had a 

positive or negative experience and the type of capital that drove customer value. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Cohesity Joins Hewlett Packard Enterprise Complete Program to Deliver Hyperconverged Secondary 

Storage Solutions to Enterprise Customers 

25 May 2017 

Cohesity today announced a pre-configured, certified scale-out storage solution that spans both on-

premises and public cloud infrastructures. With this innovative solution, more customers will realize the 

efficiency and value of secondary storage consolidation. HPE will resell Cohesity's software combined 

with its own enterprise-class servers and network switches starting immediately through the 

worldwide HPE Complete program, following a pilot program that began last December. 

The partnership gives more customers access to a scale-out solution that unifies secondary storage 

workloads through a single HPE purchase order. The joint offering leverages HPE Proliant servers and 

networking to consolidate all secondary storage workflows -- from data protection to test/dev to 

analytics -- on Cohesity's radically efficient, web-scale platform. 

"Cohesity's hyperconverged secondary storage solution is architected for HPE's storage portfolio," said 
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HPE Senior Director, Storage and Partner Ecosystems Engineering, Marty Lans. "This partnership is a 

tremendous opportunity for delivering additional value to our customer base, which is looking for ways 

to manage increasing data volumes and storage complexity both on-premises and in the cloud." 

The pre-validated solution is being offered through the entire HPE channel and enterprise sales force, 

which is focused on delivering innovative offerings that drive value for leading businesses. The HPE 

Complete program focuses on best-in-class technologies and products that complement HPE servers and 

storage, backed by the reliability of HPE's interoperability assurance. In addition, HPE joined Cohesity's 

recent $90 million Series C funding round as a strategic investor through the Hewlett Packard Pathfinder 

program, designed to fund ventures with the greatest potential and include their products into HPE 

enterprise solutions. 

"By partnering with HPE -- a proven, enterprise-class leader -- Cohesity can help more companies 

across the world to access the benefits of hyperconverged secondary storage," said Cohesity Head of 

Marketing and Product Patrick Rogers. "We are excited to work with a well-known industry titan to 

expand our global reach so quickly and easily." 

The joint solution from Cohesity and HPE will be on display at the HPE Discover 2017 conference in 

Las Vegas, June 5-8. In addition, Cohesity CEO and Founder Mohit Aron will be a featured speaker at 

HPE's CIO Summit, which is taking place at the conference from June 5-6.  

Click here to return to Contents 

CollabNet DLM Wins 2017 Stevie Award for New Software Development Solution of the Year 

24 May 2017 

CollabNet is proud to announce that the company recently won a Stevie Award’s American Business 

Award in the category of “New Product or Service of the Year - Software - Software Development 

Solution,” for its CollabNet DevOps Lifecycle Manager (DLM) solution. 

CollabNet DLM is an innovative leap for the DevOps market. It provides managers with a single real-

time, dashboard view of their processes, and allows them to measure, monitor, predict and improve any 

aspect of their products to enhance their overall application portfolio. This view not only displays the 

progress and health of each application, but also the ways in which these applications contribute to value 

the organization delivers. 

CollabNet DLM also allows users to conduct value stream mapping (VSM) for their development 

processes and tools. VSM is emerging as a best practice in DevOps for two important reasons. One, it 

accelerates continuous delivery (CD) so that organizations can quickly deliver new capabilities and 

better customer experiences. And two, VSM allows an organization to see the ROI of DevOps. 

“This award is a valuable recognition of the innovative work CollabNet has performed to help 

enterprises realize the value of DevOps,” said Flint Brenton, CEO at CollabNet. “Fundamentally, 

CollabNet DLM lets managers detect and respond immediately to any issues in their development 

pipeline, which lets organizations across industries reduce costs, deliver applications quickly and 

increase the value those applications provide to customers. We are honored that our product has received 

this recognition.” 

As a bronze Stevie Awards winner, CollabNet has been entered into the People’s Choice Stevie Awards 

for Favorite New Products. Open voting runs until June 2 and anyone can. 

http://cohesity.com/press/cohesity-raises-90-million-series-c-funding/
http://cohesity.com/press/cohesity-raises-90-million-series-c-funding/
https://www.collab.net/
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While there are many point tools in the market designed to speed up software delivery, only CollabNet’s 

DevOps Lifecycle Manager offers the intelligence and management leverage necessary to increase both 

the pace and quality of development. Along with the company’s flagship product, TeamForge, the 

DevOps Lifecycle Manager showcases CollabNet’s steadfast commitment to creating solutions that help 

enterprises of all sizes and government organizations harness the full power of DevOps and develop 

better software faster. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Datapipe Recognized as 2017 Dell EMC Americas Service Provider Partner of the Year 

23 May 2017 

Datapipe announced today it has received the 2017 Dell EMC Americas Service Provider Partner of the 

Year Award from Dell EMC for achieving extraordinary results and commitment to Dell EMC in 2017. 

This marks the first year Datapipe has received the exclusive recognition. 

Datapipe is a Dell EMC Titanium Partner, working together with Dell EMC for 15 years to deliver 

customers information technology as a service. The award recognizes Datapipe for greatest sell-in 

revenue in the Americas and year-over-year growth and was presented to Datapipe at the Dell EMC 

Global Partner Summit on May 9, 2017. 

“Datapipe and Dell EMC share a common goal – to deliver solutions to our customers that drive 

innovation and enable the transformation of business operations,” said William Pratt, Senior Vice 

President Colocation Group, Datapipe. “This recognition from Dell EMC demonstrates our shared 

commitment to providing client-focused solutions that address the evolving needs of IT.” 

“We congratulate Datapipe on receiving Dell EMC’s Americas Service Provider Partner of the Year 

Award, which recognizes partners that have exhibited not only an exemplary commitment to Dell EMC, 

but a true focus on bringing enhanced value to our mutual customers,” said Jay Snyder, Senior Vice 

President, Global Alliances, Industries and Service Providers, Dell EMC. “Service Providers like 

Datapipe play a vital role in Dell EMC’s go to market (GTM), and are critical to the success of our 

ability to transform our customers on their digital transformation agenda.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Fujitsu Subsidiary TechShop Japan Enhances Programs to Accelerate Maker Movement 

24 May 2017 

Fujitsu Limited and its wholly owned subsidiary TechShop Japan Limited today announced their 

collaboration with \QUANTUM Inc., a subsidiary of TBWA\HAKUHODO Inc., to create new business 

opportunities in TechShop Tokyo's DIY membership-based workshop. Together, TechShop Japan and 

\QUANTUM will increase the customer base and strengthen education programs, expanding their 

services for corporations, individuals and students. 

This initiative is based on an agreement for Fujitsu to transfer a 15% stake in TechShop Japan to 

TBWA\HAKUHODO. 

Since opening in April 2016, TechShop Japan has hosted events and workshops with more than 3,000 

visitors. The company also has more than 700 members that include large corporations, startups, 

creators, individuals and students. They have engaged in collaborative projects and launched new 

businesses, contributing to an ecosystem of co-creation. TechShop Japan and \QUANTUM have now 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.datapipe.com%2F&esheet=51563480&newsitemid=20170523005257&lan=en-US&anchor=Datapipe&index=1&md5=86bf0034ea8098ffac5f7527b4398a7b
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decided to collaborate in order to expand such systems and accelerate innovation. 

Mitsuru Takamatsu, President and CEO, \QUANTUM Inc., said, “As a startup studio, \QUANTUM is 

promoting to create new businesses through co-creation between large companies and startups. By 

providing programs that invoke familiarity with manufacturing, the company will improve people's lives 

through business and product development.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Infosys Public Services Appraised at CMMI® Maturity Level 5 

19 May 2017 

Infosys Public Services Inc., a US-based subsidiary of global consulting, technology, outsourcing and 

next-generation services company Infosys, today announced that it has been appraised at Level 5, the 

highest maturity level of the CMMI Institute's Capability Maturity Model Integration (CMMI)®. The 

appraisal team was led by Edward Weller from Integrated Productivity Solutions, LLC. 

CMMI is a performance enhancement model consisting of collected best practices that guide 

organizations to improve key capabilities and elevate performance. CMMI's five maturity levels provide 

IT organizations with a clear path for improvement. An appraisal at maturity Level 5 indicates that an 

organization is performing at an 'optimizing' level, continually improving its processes based on a 

quantitative understanding of its business objectives and performance needs, and continuously evolving 

to adapt to changing stakeholder and customer needs. 

The highest rating (level 5) validates Infosys Public Services' ability to execute high-quality, complex IT 

programs on-time and within budget, and to help clients realize desired returns from their IT 

investments. 

Edward Weller, President, Integrated Productivity Solutions, LLC, said, "During the appraisal the team 

saw estimation models developed from statistical analysis of historical data that allow Infosys Public 

Services teams to do an outstanding job of predicting effort, schedule, and product quality. This 

capability means commitments to customers are accurate and dependable, which translates to meeting 

user needs with the right products and services. Infosys Public Services demonstrated the benefits 

expected of a high maturity organization." 

"The CMMI level 5 rating is a significant milestone in our journey to become a premier IT partner to 

public sector organizations. We use best practices from the CMMI model to incorporate sound software 

development principles that enable us to predictably execute IT programs using different methodologies 

- agile, waterfall, iterative. This rating is a validation of our efforts to establish a foundation of processes 

that balance stability and agility, and equip us to drive our clients' software-led transformation,” 

reflected Eric Paternoster, President and CEO, Infosys Public Services. 

Click here to return to Contents 

ITC Infotech Builds an Augmented Reality Solution for Connected Service Leveraging Oracle & PTC 

Technology 

22 May 2017 

ITC Infotech today announced a joint collaboration with PTC and Oracle to offer an Augmented Reality 

(AR) solution for Connected Service. The shift to Service-based revenue models is forcing enterprises to 
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re-imagine the Service function with technology relevant for future-ready business. “Augmented Reality 

for Connected Service” is an ITC Infotech solution driven by the collaboration between industry leaders 

from Oracle, PTC & ITC Infotech’s Digitaligence team. 

ITC Infotech, a Platinum level and Cloud Standard member of Oracle PartnerNetwork and long-standing 

strategic partner with PTC, developed this solution by drawing upon proficiencies and expertise in 

delivering Customer Experience (CX) and digital transformations for Service across a multitude of 

industries. This solution is aimed at improving self-service, assisted service & field service interactions 

for B2C and B2B industries. Improved service outcomes and a stellar service experience is expected to 

enable customers to improve top line and bottom line growth while also enabling them to expand their 

market share. 

Commenting on the collaboration, L N Balaji, President - Americas, ITC Infotech offered the following 

guidance, “Our strategic working relationships with Oracle and PTC have always helped us stay ahead 

of the technology curve, while our mantra of ‘Digitaligence@work’ is now enabling us to leverage these 

relationships to build and deploy intelligent and future-ready digital solutions. This solution is a fine 

example of how we’re responding to a clear shift in customer demand, from pure-play services to 

business outcome driven solutions. Optimization of service operations offers the single largest 

opportunity for savings and growth for enterprises as buying patterns shift and the service function 

evolves from a cost center to a revenue engine. Our solution leverages leading-edge technology to offer 

a turnkey and quick-deploy mechanism for companies looking to reinvent their service function, not just 

to drive savings, but to enhance customer loyalty and gain market share through a better and improved 

customer experience.” 

“The collaboration among Oracle, PTC, and ITC Infotech gives us the opportunity to explore how our 

existing CX products can enrich AR technology to deliver a more robust consumer experience across 

Oracle Service Cloud, Oracle IoT Cloud, and Oracle Commerce Cloud,” said Shon Wedde, Senior 

Director of Product Management, Oracle. “We are excited to address the possibilities of AR across self-

service, assisted service, and field service,” he added. 

According to Catherine Kniker, Chief Revenue Officer, Platform Business, PTC, “PTC is pleased to 

support ITC Infotech as it expands its offerings with augmented reality. Our ThingWorx® Industrial IoT 

platform enables rapid authoring and publishing of AR experiences, and we look forward to ITC 

Infotech extending these capabilities to service use cases for Oracle customers.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

KPMG Ignition Sparks Innovation for Clients 

25 May 2017 

KPMG announced today the opening of KPMG Ignition, its latest innovative workspace where clients 

can discover disruptive business trends, harness data and analytics insights, and build technology-based 

solutions. 

Located in Midtown New York, KPMG Ignition brings together KPMG's Innovation Lab, Insights 

Center and Technology Solutions into one centralized location, alongside the firm's diverse teams of 

consultants, researchers, data scientists, designers, and developers to collaborate with clients to solve 

today's most complex business challenges. 

According to KPMG's 2016 CEO Study, 85 percent of business leaders said they need more time to 
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strategize about how to foster innovation and proactively address disruptive challenges.  KPMG Ignition 

helps by providing the immersive experiences, insights, technology, and resources that business leaders 

seek to move their companies forward, both now and in the future. 

Mike Nolan, KPMG's vice chair, Innovation & Enterprise Solutions, said, "Faced with mounting 

pressures to demonstrate growth and fend off both traditional and nontraditional competitors, CEOs 

must consistently innovate. They must adopt strategic approaches to mine weak signals in the market, 

make sound investments, and develop the right strategies to stay ahead of disruption." 

At KPMG Ignition, the Innovation Lab provides insights on signals of change from an outside-in 

perspective so clients can understand and plan for what's coming around the corner. The diverse teams 

inside the Lab bring strong capabilities in trends research, customer insights, technology innovation, and 

investment analyses. They work shoulder-to-shoulder with organizational leaders in an immersive 

process, applying design thinking for business model innovation to drive from signals to action. Along 

with the new Midtown location, KPMG has established Innovation Labs in Downtown (SoHo) New 

York and a newly opened lab in San Francisco. 

The Insights Center is a next-generation collaborative environment that enables clients to interact 

directly with their data and see data and analytics solutions come to life in ways never imagined. Using 

state-of-the art interactive visual technology and equipment, KPMG leaders hold sessions that create 

immersive client experiences, ranging from analytics showcases to idea generation and project 

activation. The Midtown location is the first Insights Center in the U.S., KPMG international member 

firms employ similar centers in Frankfurt, Hong Kong, London, Paris and Sydney.   

Inside Technology Solutions at KPMG Ignition, developers, designers, data scientists and information 

architects across the firm collaborate with clients to apply flexible design and development techniques, 

and embed cloud-based platforms that drive business transformation across the enterprise. Teams also 

develop solution-based prototypes that enhance the customer and employee experience, address cyber-

security concerns, and apply the latest technology solutions specifically geared toward complex tax 

challenges. KPMG has similar capabilities in Denver and Grand Rapids and Atlanta, which opened in 

April 2017.  

"We've combined the capabilities of existing Innovation Labs, Insights Centers, and Technology 

Solutions across our network to provide clients an environment where they can pressure-test new ideas, 

engage in unconstrained thinking exercises, and experiment with the latest technologies available to 

produce tangible results and drive change," added John Farrell, KPMG's national managing partner of 

Innovation & Enterprise Solutions. 

Click here to return to Contents 

HPE Launches World’s First Supply Chain Program Based on Climate Science 

25 May 2017 

The IT industry has recently felt increased pressure to manage the emissions of both their operations and 

their value chain, as the demand for connectivity and computing power has increased exponentially. By 

2020, 100 billion connected devices will generate far more demand for computing and data storage than 

today’s infrastructure can accommodate. The trend is unsustainable, but solutions lie in the innovations 

and standards that companies like Hewlett Packard Enterprise (HPE) drive. 

Today, HPE announced the world’s first comprehensive supply chain management program based on 
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climate science. The landmark initiative will provide our suppliers with the tools they need to develop a 

customized plan to reduce their own emissions and drives a global standard for supplier greenhouse gas 

(GHG) engagement and abatement. HPE’s objective is for this innovative program to act as a model for 

the industry and the world.  

The program will require 80% of HPE manufacturing suppliers to set science-based emissions reduction 

targets in their own operations by 2025, seeking to avoid 100 million tons of emissions. These 

reductions equate to taking 21 million cars off the road for an entire year. 

As part of the goal, HPE will reduce manufacturing-related GHG emissions on an absolute basis within 

our supply chain by 15% by 2025, becoming the first IT company to establish a supply chain goal that is 

in line with climate science. 

HPE will also be the first company in any industry to undertake the complexity of creating a customized 

science-based target for suppliers by providing them with a broad range of tools and resources that will 

help them build their capability to set and achieve operational targets that drive down emissions. 

“This will have a ripple effect, cascading up and down our value chain,” said Lara Birkes, vice president 

and chief sustainability officer for HPE. “When customers use our energy efficient technology that is 

manufactured in factories with science-based targets, they will cut their own carbon emissions, 

achieving exponentially more with less environmental impact.” 

By driving the energy efficiency of HPE’s manufacturing processes and products, emissions reduction 

goals equate to cost savings not only for the company but also for suppliers and customers. According to 

data from CDP, an international NGO that holds the largest database of corporate climate change 

information, the average internal rate of return (IRR) for investments on emissions-reduction activities 

in the IT sector is nearly 40%. 

“Businesses today face growing pressure to meet tougher procurement standards as customers look to 

reduce all costs–financial and environmental–from the products they purchase,” said Antonio Neri, 

executive vice president and general manager of HPE’s Enterprise Group. 

“This program will ensure we remain a trusted sourcing partner to our customers by providing them with 

high-quality products that are manufactured responsibly,” said Cliff Henson, senior vice president of 

supply chain for HPE. 

This bold step speaks to HPE’s firm commitment to move aggressively to ensure the world is successful 

in driving down global emissions. "By taking this leadership position HPE will serve to inspire the 

ambition of their industry peers and their supply chains to improve their operations, standards and 

practices to lower emissions, which will drive innovation and have a huge environmental impact," said 

Nigel Topping, CEO of We Mean Business. 

Working with the CDP supply chain program, HPE’s aim is to drive best practice throughout our 

industry while managing the associated climate risks and financial opportunities. Paul Simpson, CEO of 

CDP, and a founding partner of the Science Based Targets initiatives said, “This is a fantastic initiative 

by HPE to ensure that the IT sector can benefit from their business strategy to incorporate science-based 

target setting throughout their value chain. They are both driving the transition to a low-carbon 

economy, while securing competitive advantage.” 

This new goal will complete HPE’s existing suite of climate change targets across its value chain, 

including a commitment to reaching 100% renewable energy through RE100, a science-based target 

(SBT) to reduce operational GHG emissions by 25%, and a goal to increase the efficiency of HPE’s 
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product portfolio 30 times by 2025. 

The new program will assist suppliers to set and achieve SBTs by providing support and tools developed 

in partnership with leading experts at BSR and POINT380. This will enable HPE suppliers to create 

customized targets, plan and implement emissions reduction projects, and enhance accountability by 

publicly tracking progress on setting and achieving these targets. The program will also incentivize 

suppliers to set and achieve these goals by assessing them favorably through HPE’s social and 

environmental responsibility (SER) scorecard, which directly ties their SER performance into HPE’s 

procurement decisions. 

HPE has also partnered with BSR and POINT380 to develop a white paper that outlines a supply chain 

standard for GHG emissions engagement and abatement, a first in the industry. It will act as a resource 

for all suppliers to set a pathway toward an SBT strategy. 

By taking a holistic approach to ensure accountability within HPE’s own supply chain, build the 

capability of suppliers to set SBT targets in their own operations, and provide a standard for supplier 

GHG engagement and abatement, HPE is taking a leadership stance with a goal to catalyze the IT 

industry and beyond. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Janeiro Digital and PTC Embark on New Development Collaboration 

24 May 2017 

Janeiro Digital is pleased to announce a new collaboration with PTC as development partners. This 

collaboration is expected to benefit organizations looking for ways into the burgeoning IoT market. The 

complementary technology platforms from both companies — the ThingWorx® Industrial IoT platform 

from PTC and Janeiro Digital’s XFORM — together will empower transformative digital development 

projects that enable the IoT journey. 

The collaboration enables Janeiro Digital to develop custom integrations of ThingWorx with the 

XFORM platform, based on the needs of the customer. Together, these offerings make it possible for 

organizations to develop smart, connected products and solutions faster and more efficiently in support 

of new enterprise technology infrastructures. 

“Janeiro Digital brings a valuable expertise to the Industrial IoT space,” says Catherine Kniker, Chief 

Revenue Officer, Platform Business, PTC. “Companies that are building complex enterprise applications 

can benefit from the complementary nature of the XFORM platform and ThingWorx. We are pleased to 

have Janeiro Digital as part of the ThingWorx partner ecosystem.” 

“Connected devices are only one piece of the IoT puzzle. How all of those pieces come together within 

your enterprise ecosystem is the key to driving positive business outcomes,” says Jonathan Bingham, 

CEO of Janeiro Digital. “You need a strategy that drives these outcomes and a technology approach that 

makes them feasible. The combination of ThingWorx and XFORM can enhance a company’s strategy 

and accelerate its time to value, and we’re really excited about the possibilities.” 

Janeiro Digital’s XFORM is a foundational technology platform for rapidly bringing new solutions 

online and connecting them with existing enterprise assets in a standardized, efficient, scalable way. 

With XFORM, organizations are able to: 

 Speed up modular development by leveraging industry best practices and enterprise patterns with 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thingworx.com%2Fplatforms%2F&esheet=51564427&newsitemid=20170524005716&lan=en-US&anchor=ThingWorx&index=1&md5=5ba85826b3431f5043377563eb906b8d
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a set of core modules. 

 Establish a clean, nimble, and scalable application architecture able to support the most 

challenging scenarios. 

 Rapidly build or augment custom enterprise solutions with an emphasis on integration and 

consistency. 

 Provide extra context to be sure the infrastructure works for every business unit without 

displacing existing integrations. 

The ThingWorx Industrial IoT platform from PTC delivers the functionality, flexibility, and agility that 

companies need to quickly develop and deploy Industrial IoT apps and cutting-edge augmented reality 

(AR) experiences. This includes industrial connectivity, analytics, application enablement, orchestration, 

and codeless AR experience authoring. 

Click here to return to Contents 

SOLIDWORKS Apps for Kids a Maker Faire Hit 

23 May 2017 

Tiny children have the biggest ideas. A child’s mind is an astonishing hive of creativity. 

SOLIDWORKS Apps for Kids harnesses that invention and turns it into reality. Abundantly 

demonstrated at Maker Faire 2017, little minds find SOLIDWORKS Apps for Kids fun as well as easy 

to master. 

From potential to print 

Last month SOLIDWORKS got to show exactly what SOLIDWORKS Apps for Kids is all about 

at Maker Faire UK in Newcastle. Displaying 3D printed models straight from our app, they’re the 

physical fruits of fertile minds’ creative labour. The bright, eye-catching renderings captured attentions 

and enraptured imaginations, from the very young to those drawing a pension. 

From app to actuality 

At an exhibition with over 4,000 visitors that champions creativity, who could resist stopping by to 

investigate? Eliciting a flurry of activity on the exhibition floor, SOLIDWORKS found keen minds 

attracted to the possibilities on offer. 

Pre-schoolers jostled with silver-haired hobbyists for a go on SOLIDWORKS Apps for Kids. Children 

pestered their parents for a longer stay. Teachers made enquiries about making the app available for 

schools – and more than a few jaws dropped when they realised the versatile app is available for the 

glorious price of free. 

The approachable pick-up-and-build ethos fired the imaginations of all present, bridging the gap 

between creativity and accessible design. 

Science, meet art 

What became apparent over the two days was the app’s ability to blur the lines between art and science. 

In a good way. Viewed often as two distinct disciplines, SOLIDWORKS Apps for Kids shows that this 

boundary is largely an imaginary construct. 

Children don’t delineate rigidly between art and science. Creating is creating, right? Science fiction 

drives scientific discovery – and that’s a scientific fact. 

http://www.swappsforkids.com/
http://www.makerfaireuk.com/
https://www.theguardian.com/media-network/2015/aug/13/science-fiction-reality-predicts-future-technology
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Sign Up, create, make… 

During the bustling invention of Maker Faire, SolidWorks demonstrated that imagination is a rich 

seedbed for design and creation. With an average age range between six and 14 years old, eager young 

intellects ran with SOLIDWORKS Apps for Kids’ opportunities and got visualising, designing and 

making. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Stratasys and Desktop Metal Extend Their Strategic Partnership to Accelerate Adoption of Metal 

Additive Manufacturing 

9 May 2017 

Stratasys Ltd. and Desktop Metal today announced an extension of their strategic partnership - designed 

to accelerate accessibility and adoption of metal additive manufacturing. Built on a rich history of 

collaboration, the new agreement includes distribution efforts and explores further go-to-market 

activities in the future. 

The strategic partnership aims to leverage nearly 30 years of Stratasys leadership in polymer 3D printing 

- alongside Desktop Metal's pioneering metal 3D printing technologies - to broaden the accessibility and 

adoption of metal 3D printing to a wide range of engineering teams. As a result of this partnership, 

customers will be able to work with leading Stratasys resellers who will begin representing Desktop 

Metal solutions, including the recently announced Studio System and the Production System, alongside 

Stratasys' broad family of advanced FDM and PolyJet solutions. 

Expected to ship September 2017, Desktop Metal's Studio System is the first office-friendly metal 3D 

printing solution. At up to ten times less expensive than today's metal 3D printers, it's the only metal 3D 

printing system that is cost-effective for engineering teams. For the first time, it's possible to produce 

highly complex metal parts and assemblies with metal 3D printing without leaving the office. 

Following the successful release of the Stratasys FDM-based F123 Series, the companies believe 

customers will benefit from the complementary nature of both technologies - now with the enhanced 

ability to expedite product development cycles by producing both plastic and metal prototypes in an 

office-friendly environment. 

"Stratasys has always been focused on providing customers with cutting-edge 3D printing innovation 

with our PolyJet and FDM solutions. Today our offerings are used by customers worldwide - across 

automotive, aerospace, healthcare, education and consumer products - to achieve rapid prototyping, 

tooling and manufacturing processes," said Ilan Levin, CEO, Stratasys. "As one of the early investors 

in Desktop Metal, we realize customers are seeking additional ways to incorporate metal into their 

essential design and manufacturing processes. Today's announcement takes this commitment one step 

further - empowering global manufacturers and engineers to expedite product development cycles by 

producing both plastic and metal parts in office-friendly and production-based environments." 

"Working with well-respected strategic partners like Stratasys adds critical capabilities for broadening 

access to our metal 3D printing systems," said Ric Fulop, CEO and Co-Founder of Desktop Metal. "The 

addition of Stratasys' network of resellers allows us to deliver more effectively to our market and also 

enables Stratasys' customers to gain access to Desktop Metal's systems while retaining the service and 

support they have come to expect." 
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U.S. Chamber Foundation, The Sustainability Consortium, and the Retail Industry Leaders 

Association Launch Circular Economy Toolbox 

23 May 2017 

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation’s Corporate Citizenship Center, in partnership with The 

Sustainability Consortium (TSC) and the Retail Industry Leaders Association (RILA), today launched 

the Circular Economy Toolbox, an online platform to help companies incorporate more sustainable 

business practices that eliminate waste and increase efficiency.  

“The circular economy has the power to transform the business community,” said Marc DeCourcey, 

senior vice president of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation. “The Circular Economy Toolbox 

will help foster innovative ideas and solutions that can strengthen business performance while 

invigorating sustainable development and economic growth.” 

The concept of the circular economy emphasizes longevity, reuse, and recycling within business 

operations beyond standard sustainability practices. The Toolbox will assist organizations in the 

development of programs that capitalize on the business value of the circular economy, providing 

actionable tools and steps for companies to adjust their practices and take advantage of the long-term 

benefits of becoming more circular. 

The Toolbox features a repository of projects that highlight how companies have successfully 

implemented circular business practices. The Toolbox also provides useful information for businesses, 

including: 

 An overview of the circular economy; 

 Background on the differences between circularity and sustainability; 

 A glossary of terms and keywords; and 

 A list of circular economy resources. 

“The circular economy concept is important because it gives us a way of looking at product supply 

chains as holistic systems rather than as separate, individual activities. Using this tool, we can now 

expand the scope of sustainability right across the supply chain, rather than getting products to market 

first and tackling the sustainability issues after,” said Euan Murray, chief executive of The Sustainability 

Consortium. “This approach aligns well with the vision and methodology used by TSC to look at a 

system as more than the sum of its parts. TSC is honored to partner with RILA and the U.S. Chamber 

Foundation to create this essential and important tool.” 

“RILA is excited to partner with the U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation and The Sustainability 

Consortium to create this important resource for brands looking to participate in and grow our nation’s 

circular economy,” said Adam Siegel, senior vice president of research innovation and sustainability at 

RILA. “We designed this toolkit to help America’s retailers navigate the process of moving away from 

the traditional ‘take-make-waste’ approach into a circular and more sustainable model. As America’s 

retailers focus on promoting sustainability from shore to shelf, we want to help them every step of the 

way. This toolkit is a new way to help move industry forward.” 

The Toolbox will be a dynamic platform and will accept new projects for consideration on an ongoing 

basis.  

https://www.uschamberfoundation.org/circular-economy-toolbox
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Zoomdata and Atos Announce Partnership to Bring Speed-of-Thought Big Data Visualization to 

Customers 

24 May 2017 

Zoomdata and Atos today announced at the Strata Data Conference, London, a technology global 

partnership to integrate Zoomdata with Atos Codex, a complete set of solutions and capabilities to 

design, build, run and secure smart data business services, data platforms and Internet of Things. The 

companies also announced that they have secured their first joint customer, a high tech global 

manufacturing company in the UK.  

Atos combines deep sector knowledge with industrial-strength analytics to offer the support clients need 

in the new world of data-driven business, anticipating new service demand from business and consumer 

clients. Atos Codex supports clients from the discovery stage and early pilots through to the creation of a 

truly analytics-driven organization. 

“The Business Intelligence landscape is rapidly evolving, from a tool focused on tracking operational 

activities, to a tool that also analyzes behaviors and delivering actionable insights on Big Data in Real 

Time,” said Russ Cosentino, Zoomdata co-founder and VP, Channels. “As a Modern BI and analytics 

platform, Zoomdata’s technology is a natural component of the Atos Codex platform. Codex customers 

can now work with Atos to purchase and deploy Zoomdata across the enterprise.” 

With Atos Codex, businesses have access to a complete set of solutions and capabilities in order to 

transform their data into business results. As a part of the Atos Codex Platform, Zoomdata will deliver a 

real time interactive visualization experience to business users across the enterprise. 

Together, Zoomdata and Atos solutions fuse multiple static and streaming data feeds for enhanced 

interactive real-time analytics, enabling access to practically unlimited size data sets of up to tens of 

billions of records in seconds. 

“Data analytics now impacts every area of business.  The quality of analytics will determine both 

differentiation and success,” said Alan Grogan, head of Data, Analytics & BI, Atos in the UK & Ireland. 

“In operations, only accurate and timely analytics can ensure that networks are managed to deliver 

exceptional and affordable performance at all times.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Events News 

2017 Salesforce Manufacturing Summit, June 2017, Chicago 

23 May 2017 

Join industry peers at the 2017 Salesforce Manufacturing Summit. Learn about the latest trends from 

manufacturing industry executives, and discover how they are using cloud solutions built on the 

Salesforce platform to drive operational transformation and manage mission-critical business processes 

including: 

• Product Lifecycle Management 
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• ERP, Enterprise Financials, and Human Resources 

• Enterprise Information Management 

• Transportation Management 

• Warranty Management 

Space is limited so register today. At the Summit, Salesforce partners will be available to demonstrate 

the transformational power of their solutions.  

Click here to return to Contents 

CGTech Proctors SkillsUSA/NIMS Contest Submissions with VERICUT 

22 May 2017 

CGTech technical support engineers will be on hand at the National Leadership and Skills Conference 

(NLSC) in Louisville, KY, June 20-22. Each year, CGTech staff proctor multiple SkillsUSA/NIMS 

events related to Computer Numeric Control (CNC) machining. In addition to grading events, CGTech 

will run its latest version of VERICUT CNC simulation software, in Booth S155. 

The weeklong event is expected to draw more than 16,000 participants including students, teachers, and 

business partners. The event is designed to help prepare students for the workforce. 

“This is a great opportunity for students to see where their skill level is compared to their peers,” said 

Mike McDonald, CGTech Technical Support Engineer. 

Participants will be graded by CGTech in two categories: CNC Milling and CNC Lathe machine 

operations. Each category will be evaluated to measure the contestant’s level of understanding and 

preparation of CNC programming. The contest assesses real world scenarios such as writing CNC 

programs, interpret prints, and measure/gage parts. Participants will also demonstrate theoretical 

knowledge of CNC machine configuration, setup, and operations. 

VERICUT software will be used by CGTech Technical Support Engineers to evaluate the accuracy of 

the participant’s NC programs created, while ensuring their programs run without violating safety 

standards or damaging machines. After each student’s NC program has been simulated, the virtual 

workpiece will be compared to the original design model. 

CGTech’s VERICUT machine simulation software detects collisions and near-misses between all 

machine tool components such as axis slides, heads, turrets, rotary tables, spindles, tool changers, 

fixtures, workpieces, cutting tools, and other user-defined objects. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Ideate Software to Demonstrate its Revit add-in tools at BILT ANZ 2017 

22 May 2017 

Ideate Software, a veteran Autodesk Developer Network member, announced today that Craig H. 

Dodge, Director of Sales, and Richard Taylor, Technical Evangelist, will attend BILT ANZ 2017. They 

will discuss challenges that architects and engineers face when working in Autodesk® Revit® building 

information models (BIM) and the tools that Ideate Software develops to address those challenges. 

“This conference is an outstanding opportunity for us to meet face-to-face with our customers and other 
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Revit software users,” said Mr. Dodge. “We look forward to demonstrating our products, hearing 

customers share their success stories, and learning of new challenges Revit users face that we may 

address in future releases of our software.” 

Here are highlights of the tools developed by Ideate Software that keep projects on time and budget by 

dramatically reducing the time spent on tedious tasks, and increase the accuracy of Revit models by 

eliminating error-prone editing and updating processes: 

 Ideate BIMLink – Moves data from Revit into Microsoft Excel for easy editing 

 Ideate Explorer – Searches all elements in a Revit model, even those not in the Revit browser 

 Ideate Sticky – Places Excel files containing non–BIM data onto Revit project files, which are 

not able to manage or format non-BIM data 

 IdeateApps – Streamlines the tasks that daily Revit users perform most often 

BILT is the premier global BIM training conference for those who design, build, operate, and maintain 

built environments. It’s the only global, non-profit conference series dedicated to expanding BIM 

adoption through education. The BILT ANZ 2017 conference will be held on May 25 - 27 at the 

Adelaide Convention Centre in South Australia. Visit the Ideate Software team in the Exhibition Hall at 

booth number 24. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Financial News 

Aveva Group Releases Preliminary Results for Year Ended 31 March 2017 

23 May 2017 

AVEVA Group plc today announces its preliminary results for the year ended 31 March 2017. 

Highlights 

Revenue up 7.1% to £215.8 million (2016 – £201.5 million), assisted by currency translation 

 • Constant currency revenue down 3.8%. H2 ex. Latin America flat on a constant currency basis  

• Recurring revenue up to 76.9% of total revenue (2016 – 76.4%)  

• Adjusted profit before tax up 7.4% to £55.0 million (2016 – £51.2 million)  

• Net cash from operating activities before tax up 58.2% to £57.2 million (2016 – £36.1 million)  

• Net cash up 21.3% to £130.9 million (2016 – £107.9 million) despite increased dividend payments  

• Final dividend of 27.0 pence per share, taking the total dividend to 40.0 pence per share (2016 – 36.0 

pence), an increase of 11.1%  

• Strong progress in executing growth strategy with significant wins with new customers in growth 

markets and industry verticals, with North America and Power performing strongly  

Chief Executive Officer, James Kidd said: “AVEVA’s performance was resilient in the context of 

challenging conditions in our core Oil & Gas and Marine end markets. This demonstrated the strength of 

our business model, with high levels of recurring revenue and continued strong cash generation. We 
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made good progress in delivering against our growth strategy, with significant new order wins in the 

Owner Operator market, growing sales of our More Than 3D products and success in broadening our 

end market exposure. Although the timing of a return to material demand growth in our core end 

markets is difficult to predict, I am confident that our strategy will deliver good growth in the medium-

term and that AVEVA is well positioned to benefit from a recovery in our end markets.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

ESI Group: First-Quarter 2017 Sales of €27.3 million 

24 May 2017 

First-quarter 2017 sales totaled €27.3 million, stable when compared with Q1 2016 which had registered 

13.8% growth. 

There was a positive currency effect of €0.7 million during the period, mostly related to the appreciation 

of the Yen and the US dollar against the Euro. The product mix shifted towards Licenses which 

contributed 73.4% of total sales, compared with 71.3% in Q1 2016. 

Commenting on the first-quarter results, Alain de Rouvray, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of 

ESI Group, said: “First-quarter revenue figures, which are not generally much of an indicator for the rest 

of the year, came out stable, reflecting growth in recurring revenue from the installed base and a cyclical 

downturn in Services. The relative stability of the revenues must be viewed in the context of the 

challenging base effect due to exceptional performance of Japan in Q1 2016. 

“In accordance with Group strategy, operational efforts are currently focused on harnessing our sales 

and marketing resources to drive our disruptive ‘PPL’ (Product Performance Lifecycle) approach and its 

Hybrid Twin concept, drawing upon recently-acquired technologies. This consolidation and 

transformation phase, which will impact the first half, will contribute to the mid and long-term value, by 

addressing the growing number of opportunities arising from the transition to the Smart Factory and 

democratization of Virtual Prototyping solutions.” 

Revenue from Licensing activity amounted to €20.1 million, up 2.7% on Q1 2017 and stable at constant 

exchange rates. This figure was impacted by a challenging prior-period comparable which included 

14.3% growth in Q1 2016. 

The installed base remained strong and grew by 5.8%, driven by a very high repeat business rate of 

86.7%. 

New Business was down by 20.1% due to the very challenging base effect which included exceptional 

growth of 43.5% in Q1 2016. 

Revenue from Services activity dropped 7.4% to €7.3 million in the wake of 12.4% growth in Q1 2016. 

Difficult prior-period comparability is very apparent, especially in engineering studies, which had grown 

by over 20% in the first-quarter of 2016. 

In Q1 2017, Asia contributed 44% of total sales (Q1 2016: 47%), Europe contributed 40% (Q1 2016: 

37%) and the Americas contributed 16% (stable on Q1 2016). This breakdown reflects good growth in 

the European licensing business and consolidation in Asia following continued growth over several 

quarters. 

The BRIC countries contributed 9.9% of Q1 2017 sales compared to 10.4% in Q1 2016.  
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Implementation Investments 

3D Systems Chooses ThingWorx Platform from PTC to Enable Smart, Connected 3D Printers 

22 May 2017 

PTC and 3D Systems Corporation today announced that 3D Systems has selected and plans to embed 

the ThingWorx® Platform from PTC into its 3D printers, enabling intelligent monitoring and remote 

service and maintenance. 

3D Systems provides a comprehensive portfolio of solutions and services for digital design and 

manufacturing, including both plastic and metal 3D printers. As part of a focused plan to make 3D 

production real, the company is enhancing its ecosystem of software and hardware to meet production 

customer needs for end-to-end manufacturing workflows. 

3D Systems plans to enable its 3D printers with the ThingWorx Platform and remote services, designed 

to maximize printer availability and productivity. The planned solution will give customers the ability to 

create real time dashboards to monitor their printers, providing valuable insight and actionable 

intelligence into the printers’ utilization and materials status. The integration will also provide 3D 

Systems with visibility into the service requirements of the printers, enabling the company to remotely 

diagnose and, in some cases, remotely service the printer, enabling faster repairs and further gains in 

overall machine productivity. 

“We believe the capabilities enabled through ThingWorx technology can help us deliver the machine 

uptime required in production environments,” said Carol Zampell, vice president, software, 3D Systems. 

“This will enable our customers to gain a distinct business advantage through improved resource 

utilization, business insight, and overall gains in productivity.” 

3D Systems previously announced the integration of its 3D Sprint™ SDK with Creo® design software 

from PTC to enable seamless CAD-to-print functionality, as well as a full set of print management tools. 

“PTC has a long-standing relationship with 3D Systems, and we are excited to continue expanding the 

collaborative and innovative work by enabling their printers to be smart, connected products,” said Mike 

Campbell, executive vice president, ThingWorx Platform, PTC. “We support their vision to the business 

value and opportunity that exists in 3D printing as an industry, and the power the IoT can have in 

driving that further.” 

During this week’s LiveWorx technology conference and marketplace, attendees can experience the 

combined capabilities of 3D Systems and PTC technology. The event, which showcases solutions 

engineered for a smart, connected world, will take place in Boston from May 22-25.  

Click here to return to Contents 

PROLIM and Infor Enter Alliance Partnership to Implement PLM Accelerate 

22 May 2017 

Furthering its dedication to be an end-to-end IT, Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) and Engineering 

Services, and Solutions provider for Global 1000 companies; PROLIM is pleased to announce its new 

alliance partnership with Infor. This collaboration will help to expand and work with recognized leaders 

http://www.thingworx.com/
http://www.liveworx.com/


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 23 

in the technology and enterprise service market. 

“At Infor, we recognize that our partners, are critical to our growth initiatives and ultimate objective: to 

deliver innovative technology suites that are beautiful, functional, and easy to use. I am excited to 

welcome PROLIM to our family of partners and appreciate their commitment to grow with Infor and to 

provide customers with solutions that have industry-specific functionality and that support critical 

micro-vertical processes,” says Carmelo Marafioti, Vice President of Sales, Infor. 

“This alliance partnership will leverage Infor’s application and product capabilities and PROLIM’s 

domain and technical expertise will help benefit customers by delivering rapid low-cost deployment, 

maintenance, and faster time-to-value. This will be a catalyst for further growth for PROLIM. We are 

fortunate to partner with Infor,” says Prabhu Patil, CEO of PROLIM. 

Whether deploying an application in the cloud, or on premise, or upgrading the system; customers will 

gain access to experienced consultants who can help with their unique regional and local challenges and 

help optimize their use of Infor products. 

PROLIM can help enhance customer investment in Infor solutions by providing implementation experts 

with CAD/PLM skills, and experience to help support business process alignment and project 

management services. Apart from thought leadership, industry knowledge, and regional expertise, 

PROLIM’s proven execution methodologies and process tools can help customers focus on the creation 

of business value. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Whelen Engineering Company Partners with Infor to Support Digital Transformation 

24 May 2017 

Infor today announced that Whelen Engineering Company has selected Infor CloudSuite Industrial, 

Configure Price Quote (CPQ), and Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) Accelerate to modernize 

operations and support the company's digital transformation goals. Infor CloudSuite Industrial helps 

manufacturers and distributors of all types improve productivity and respond faster to change. From 

selling and sourcing to production and fulfillment, this robust enterprise resource planning (ERP) 

solution provides organization-wide visibility. 

Specifically, Whelen Engineering was looking to replace its homegrown ERP solutions and implement a 

unified platform that would drive operational proficiencies for people, processes, and technology. The 

use of cloud-based applications will help the organization better meet customer promises, take them to 

the global market, and digitally transform into a more agile, Make-to-Order and Configure-to-Order 

environment. 

"As a company, we needed to modernize our systems to grow and keep our customers satisfied. 

Specifically, we were looking to streamline data to provide more accurate shipping and delivery dates on 

our manufactured goods and needed better planning and scheduling resources," said George Whelen, 

President & CEO, Whelen. "We decided to partner with Infor because they understood our goals as a 

company and had industry-specific solutions that would support our needs now, but also in the future as 

we prepare to expand globally. Moving to a paperless environment with orders and operations is going 

to help us become more strategic and efficient -- and we couldn't have done that without Infor as our 

partner." 

Whelen manufactures audio and visual warning equipment for automotive, aviation, and mass 
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notification industries -- anything from warning lights, white illumination lighting, sirens, controllers, 

etc. The company also sells in many different ways -- direct, through distributors, and through an 

extensive OEM network for standard products. Infor CPQ will provide the organization with a 

comprehensive set of solutions to capture knowledge about customizable products once, and then share 

with dealers and their sales force, deliver personalized proposals, reduce order errors and detailed 

visualization during quoting and ordering. Also, Infor PLM Accelerate integrates with an organization's 

ERP and CAD systems and unifies the product development process across mechanical, electronics, 

software, and firmware. The solution will enable Whelen to manage more complex configurations of the 

bill of materials (BOM), bring data together from across the product lifecycle, securely enable global 

supply chain access, and provide systems engineering functionality. 

"In order to be successful, manufacturers need to deliver on time, every time, get products to market 

quicker, and do a better job of matching up supply with demand, and in such a competitive business 

environment, finding the right technology partner is paramount to meeting these goals," said Mark 

Humphlett, senior director, Industry and Solution Strategy, Infor. "Our applications are designed 

specifically for manufacturers and help organizations respond faster to change, reduce excess inventory, 

and cut costs -- all while helping them keep their promises to their customers." 

Click here to return to Contents 

Product News 

ANSYS 18.1 Expands Pervasive Engineering Simulation 

16 May 2017 

Engineers can create next-generation products quicker and easier with today’s release of ANSYS® 

18.1. ANSYS continues to build upon the digital exploration and digital prototyping capabilities 

released in ANSYS 18 – enabling organizations to simulate more upfront, limit costly late-stage design 

changes, and bring their innovative products to market faster and easier. 

“Products are becoming smarter and organizations are adopting simulation across the entire lifecycle to 

digitally gain insight into product choices at every stage of the process – a growing trend we call 

pervasive engineering simulation. Our customers, large and small, are developing the products of 

tomorrow and they know that simulation is the only way to gain the engineering insight they need to 

make those products a reality,” said Mark Hindsbo, ANSYS general manager. “This latest release 

continues the tradition of having the most complete and accurate solution portfolio in the industry, so 

our customers can trust the simulation results to conquer the toughest design challenges and accelerate 

product innovation. And to bring these capabilities to more and more users, enabling every engineer to 

use simulation in their product development.” 

Highlights of the release include: 

Faster, Higher Fidelity for Large-scale Fluid Simulations 

In the fluids suite, ANSYS 18.1 delivers faster, higher fidelity – enabling users to simulate more quickly 

and accurately. Users will benefit from greater flexibility setting up periodic boundaries to deliver high 

fidelity results up to 9 times faster for in-cylinder diesel simulations. Turbomachinery designers can now 

reduce problem size and time to convergence radial turbomachinery simulations when they apply 

complex vibrational modes from a cyclic modal analysis to CFX flutter analysis. ANSYS 18.1 also 
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provides further improvements to workflow and meshing that enables novice users to quickly become 

productive while providing new opportunities for experienced users to excel. 

Ease of Use and Workflow Enhancements for Optimized Structural Designs 

In the structures suite, ANSYS 18.1 has added new capabilities within its topology optimization 

technology to analyze complex materials and optimize designs making it easier for organizations to 

manufacture products. Users can now combine load cases from modal and static structural analysis to 

look at designs that meet frequency and structural requirements. Designers will benefit from the new 

optimization constraint capabilities, giving them more control over manufacturing constraints to help 

ensure the most optimized designs are built. ANSYS 18.1 offers new functionality to increase the value 

simulation brings to organizations. Improved high-performance computing capabilities enable users to 

design products smarter and faster early on in the design process. 

Faster, Easier Analysis for Electromagnetic Product Design 

Designers will benefit from new significant capabilities in the electromagnetics suite. ANSYS 18.1 

expands its noise-vibration-harshness (NVH) analysis to include both magnetostriction and induced 

magnetostriction effects. That greatly enhances the accuracy of NVH studies of electrical machines and 

transformers. NVH is an important analysis required by manufacturers of electric motors used in hybrid 

electric vehicles, appliances and commercial transformers and other application where quiet operation of 

the machine is an essential design parameter. Also, ANSYS 18.1 is enhanced with new a characteristic 

mode analysis solver. This new capability enables electronics designers to study antenna placement and 

antenna synthesis for devices such as a smart watch, mobile phones and Internet of Things devices. The 

characteristic mode analysis accurately predicts the fundamental resonance characteristics of an antenna 

or the platform to which they are mounted, allowing engineers to choose the optimal location for the 

antenna on the device and synthesize the desired antenna pattern. 

ANSYS AIM pushes digital exploration capabilities with enhancements across all physics 

ANSYS® AIM® further expands the landscape for digital exploration in ANSYS 18.1 with 

enhancements across all physics. Built for design engineers on ANSYS’ proven solver technology, AIM 

now supports fluid simulations through porous media, such as filters, perforated plates, packed beds and 

flow distributors. Engineers can now explore more fluid designs under a wide variety of circumstances, 

all while not sacrificing speed and ease of use simulations. Support for bi-linear isotropic hardening 

plasticity enables users to achieve more accurate results in designs where material yield overloading is a 

concern.Users will benefit from AIM’s one-way thermal-magnetic coupling to create accurate designs 

for electromechanical products operating at elevated temperatures easier. 

ANSYS SpaceClaim continues to streamline modeling tasks for faster, easier optimization 

ANSYS® SpaceClaim® continues to build upon its powerful optimization tools for additive 

manufacturing in ANSYS 18.1. Enhanced infill structures capabilities enable users to increase design 

strength without sacrificing weight in their product design. This latest release also brings the powerful 

scripting functionality and interactive features to the SpaceClaim user interface. Now designers can 

create scripts and provide inputs at various stages of the design process. Improvements have also been 

made to the shared topology method giving users a more robust transferring of connections between 

components – saving them time in the design process. 

Current customers can now download ANSYS 18.1 from the Download Center on the ANSYS customer 

portal. 
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BETA CAE Systems Announces v17.1.1 of its Software Suite 

9 May 2017 

 BETA CAE Systems announces the release of the new BETA suite v17.1.1. 

 ANSA files saved by all the first and second point releases of a major version are compatible to 

each other. New major versions can read files saved by previous ones but not vice versa. 

 META Project files saved from version 17.1.1 are compatible and can be opened by META 

version 16.0.0 or later. To be readable by META versions earlier than v16.0.0, they have to be 

saved selecting the option "Version <16.0.0". 

 Support for 32-bit platform has been discontinued for all operating systems. 

Customers who are served directly by BETA CAE Systems, or its subsidiaries, may download the new 

software, examples and documentation from their account on the server. 

To read the full list of updates, please click here. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Capvidia Makes Model-Based Definition a Practical Reality for Creo Users 

23 May 2017 

Capvidia’s Daniel Campbell participated in a panel discussion at LiveWork titled “Leading Experts 

Share Their Model-Based Definition Journeys: Where They Are, How Things Are Working, and the 

Challenges Encountered.” In a panel otherwise comprised of experts from Raytheon and TE 

Connectivity, Campbell brought a unique perspective: that of an industry vendor dedicated to making 

Model-Based Definition (“MBD”) a practical reality for Creo users. 

MBD is a technology based on creating CAD models incorporating 3D annotations (e.g., Product and 

Manufacturing Information, or “PMI”), as the authority dataset for defining manufactured product 

components and assemblies (as opposed to 2D drawings.) 

Capvidia, known for broad support of MBD across its product line, has developed a product to help 

serious Creo users more effectively make MBD-ready models: MBDVidia for PTC Creo. 

While Creo 4.0, the most current version of PTC’s enterprise CAD application, includes powerful tools 

for creating 3D PMI annotations, the process can still be time consuming and tedious. MBDVidia for 

PTC Creo provides tools to help: 

 2D-3D Synchronization does what seems impossible: it automatically transforms 2D annotations 

from a Creo drawing into 3D annotations and combined states in the associated Creo model. 

Beyond this, it provides bi-directional synchronization with consistency checks, to ensure full 

associativity of annotations between the 3D model and the 2D drawing. These checks identify 

annotation errors and potential issues with outdated design practices commonly found in legacy 

2D drawings. 

 MBD Schema applies a template of predefined combined states, model layers, and global model 

parameters to any 3D annotated model. This enables companies to apply their own MBD 

https://www.beta-cae.com/news/20170509_announcement_suite_v17.1.1.htm
http://www.capvidia.com/capvidia-in-the-press/343-capvidia-makes-model-based-definition-a-practical-reality-for-creo-users
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standards to their models. 

 MBD Ready Check is like a spell-checker for PMI. It insures that the 3D annotated models are 

semantically correct, so they are “machine readable” by downstream applications (such as 

inspection programs.) 

 Export to ANSI QIF or ISO STEP AP242 transforms the model, and its annotations, into a 

neutral industry-standard MBD-compatible format, for use in downstream processes. Uses best 

in class translation technology, to create well-structured semantically correct data files. 

 Revision Control keeps track of Creo internal object IDs, including those that are new, modified, 

deleted, and unchanged for each revision of the model. When the model is exported (currently, 

QIF format only), this data is included. This makes it easy for downstream processes to compare 

revisions, and work with just the changes, without the need to start entirely from scratch. 

In addition to MBDVidia for PTC Creo, Capvidia offers a number of applications as well as a software 

development kit for working with QIF and STEP AP242 format data. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Centric Software Releases “Major Game Changing Innovation:” Centric Visual Innovation Platform 

24 May 2017 

Building on its strategy to develop innovations that drive retail transformation for brands, retailers and 

manufacturers, Centric Software announces Centric Visual Innovation Platform or Centric VIP.  Centric 

VIP is a visual, fully digital collection of boards for touch-based devices like iPad, iPhone and large-

scale, touch-screen televisions. This new platform provides a strategic-level overview for executives, 

drill-down capabilities for users and mass automation of executive decision making. Centric VIP 

transforms decision making and automates execution to truly collapse time to market and distance to 

trend. 

Centric VIP is a platform of digital boards – from mood boards to material and style boards to allocation 

and merchandising, line and sales boards – and results in dramatic improvements in information 

accuracy and a massive boost in execution speed. Adoption by executive, creative, merchandising, 

product development and sourcing teams has been overwhelmingly positive. Current users boast that 

Centric VIP increases the productivity of 1 PLM user by a factor of 10. 

Today, key steps of the fashion and apparel creation, development and commercialization process are 

centered around a manual and cumbersome mix of large foam core boards, print outs of sketches, 

magazine tear-outs, bits of fabric and trim, chips of color, post-its, stickers and Velcro. It is a time-

consuming process prone to error with output impossible to communicate and execute quickly and 

accurately. However, until now, there has not been a technology innovation suited for this type of very 

collaborative, very visual, creative but also analytical, group decision making and execution oriented 

process. 

“Centric VIP was conceived in close, on-site partnerships with the world’s leading brands and retailers, 

and is a fully market driven, game changing innovation,” explains Humberto Roa, VP of Innovation at 

Centric Software. This new platform focuses on three areas: ideation and collaboration, what-iffing and 

decision making, and mass, automated execution of decisions. As information is projected on a giant 

touch-screen television, macro or micro level views can be manipulated with individuals contributing 
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via their own devices, drilling down into details as needed. 

Completely visual, Centric VIP enables creative brainstorming linked to the business context. Boards 

draw from existing information or new ideas and decisions are recorded, making them available to 

everyone digitally, in real-time.  Determining first level line plans, pairing fabrics and bodies, tracking 

adds/drops, incorporating feedback from sales, finalizing unit commitments and more can be performed 

in a group context with multiple sources of input. 

Users can play with what-if scenarios using real-time information, with changes automatically tracked 

and decisions recorded.  This eliminates the need to record minutes of meetings, enter changes into PLM 

post-meeting or wait for manual sign off. 

The mass execution of decisions is automated, drastically boosting accuracy and speed. Teams can mass 

create and update cascading changes, severely reducing the risk of error and miscommunication while 

greatly accelerating the development process. Approvals and tasks are automatically routed to their 

corresponding owners. 

“Centric VIP is a dramatic innovation that transforms our customers’ business by collapsing their time 

to market, delivering massive streamlining and speeding their execution. It is truly a game changing 

innovation,” says Chris Groves, President and CEO of Centric Software. 

Centric Software is pleased to announce a series of worldwide seminars to see and try Centric VIP in 

person: 

 June 21: New York City 

 June 27: Göteborg 

 June 28: London 

 June 29: Milan 

 July 4: Paris 

 July 6: Munich 

 July 21: Shanghai 

 July 27: Salt Lake City 

 July 28: Shenzhen 
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Infosys Launches Boundaryless Data Lake Offering Powered by its Information Grid Solution on 

Amazon Web Services 

24 May 2017 

Infosys today announced the launch of the Infosys Boundaryless Data Lake offering powered by its 

Information Grid Solution on Amazon Web Services (AWS). The solution allows enterprises to do more 

with their data by making it possible for them to leverage the insights it provides to reduce time-to-

market, create new revenue models, reduce latency and improve operational efficiencies through near 

real-time decision making. 

With the vast volume of information and data available, companies need to rethink ways to create and 
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drive business intelligence insights without boundaries. Keeping this objective in mind, Infosys has 

developed its Information Grid Solution that powers the Data Lake offering on AWS. The solution 

enables universal access to data and has the ability to perform analytics pervasively, thereby amplifying 

the potential to get new business insights. 

A leading consumer packaged goods company leveraged the Information Grid Solution to re-platform 

its global distributor sales management application on AWS. The solution significantly reduced end-to-

end data processing time, addressed performance issues with visualization and led to overall cost 

reduction. 

A professional tools manufacturer built its Data Lake on AWS using Infosys' Boundaryless Data Lake 

offering leveraging AWS native services such as Amazon Elastic MapReduce (Amazon EMR), Amazon 

Simple Storage Service (Amazon S3) and Amazon Aurora. The solution helped reduce organizational 

complexity by transforming and correlating data from discrete sources, while optimizing manufacturing, 

supply chains and SKUs listing. 

"Infosys partnered with Levi Strauss & Co's e-commerce business to build a first party data analytics 

solution on AWS," said Abigail Johnson, Senior Program Manager eCommerce, Levi Strauss 

& Co. "The solution, built by Infosys, enables consumer insights of clickstream and e-commerce data to 

activate consumer revenue growth actions across marketing touch points." 

Sandeep Dadlani, President and Head of Americas, Infosys said, "Our collaboration with AWS allows 

clients to fast track their data on to the cloud. The Infosys Boundaryless Data Lake offering powered by 

Infosys Information Grid Solution on AWS will help enterprises reduce latency, improve time-to-market 

and bring in operational efficiencies." 

"Our enterprise customers are looking for powerful tools built on AWS that help them increase the 

business value they can generate from their vast amounts of data," said Mike Clayville, Vice President, 

Worldwide Commercial Sales at AWS. "These enterprises can use the Boundaryless Data Lake offering 

from Infosys to create the necessary foundation for a range of data and analytics needs, while also taking 

full advantage of the breadth of services and pace of innovation that AWS provides." 

Click here to return to Contents 

Jesta I.S. Partners with NGC Software to Elevate Product Line with Andromeda Cloud PLM 

24 May 2017 

Jesta I.S. announced today that they have partnered with NGC Software® to enrich their Vision Suite 

product line with the NGC® best-in-class Andromeda® cloud PLM solution. This newly formed 

alliance will provide clients with a functionally rich solution to manage the conception and design 

phases of the supply chain. Jesta’s new and improved Vision Suite will enable total vertical integration 

for complete visibility and control, from design to delivery. 

The NGC® Andromeda® cloud PLM offers advanced functionality for line planning, ideation, concept 

management, tech pack creation, material development, sampling, costing, adobe integration, critical 

path management, and collaboration, giving retailers and brand owners a competitive advantage in the 

global fashion marketplace. The Andromeda® cloud platform also includes solutions for supply chain 

management, vendor compliance, quality control, product testing, WIP tracking and inbound logistics. 

“We are excited to partner with a company like Jesta I.S. that shares our goal of providing the finest 

software solutions for the fashion industry,” said Mark Burstein, president of sales and development, 
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NGC Software®. “Both of our organizations place a strong emphasis on the core values of innovation, 

technical excellence and customer service, so this alliance is a perfect match.” 

Moris Chemtov, president of Jesta I.S., added: “We are extremely pleased to be joining forces with NGC 

Software®. We constantly strive to be a ‘one-stop-shop’ that provides our clients with end-to-end 

functionality, and the NGC® Andromeda®cloud PLM solution represents the final link in the chain. 

This is a leap in the right direction and truly differentiates us as one of the only vendors capable of 

covering the entire supply chain.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Lantronix Announces Availability of Beta Release of Multi-Dimensional IoT Application 

Development and Deployment Platform 

22 May 2017 

Lantronix, Inc., a global provider of secure data access and management solutions for Internet of Things 

(IoT) and information technology (IT) assets, today announced availability of the beta release of 

MACH10™, a multi-dimensional IoT application development and deployment platform that 

dramatically simplifies the process for OEMs to deliver web-scale IoT applications. 

“Following a successful preview and demonstration of MACH10 to early access customers during the 

March quarter, we’re pleased to announce the availability of the MACH10 beta,” said Jeff Benck, 

president and CEO of Lantronix. “This beta release marks another important milestone as we move 

towards general availability of MACH10 later this calendar year and accomplishing Lantronix’s mission 

to deliver easy-to-deploy solutions that enable companies to leverage the benefits of the Internet of 

Things.” 

Utilizing APIs built on industry standard protocols, MACH10 allows OEMs to significantly reduce the 

amount of time spent in developing IoT applications through extensible ready-to-use management 

applications that can be deployed immediately and a suite of essential microservices that allow OEMs to 

jumpstart their IoT application development while preserving their existing IoT software investments. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Maple 2017 Offers Increased Mathematical Power, Stronger Visualizations and Flexible Deployment 

Options 

25 May 2017 

Maplesoft™ today announced a major new release of its flagship product, Maple™, the mathematical 

software that makes it extremely easy to analyze, explore, visualize, and solve math problems.  The 

result of over 30 years of development, Maple already has comprehensive mathematical coverage and 

extensive usability features, but with continuous development efforts, this release includes a large 

number of useful improvements that existing customers will welcome. 

As always, there are constant improvements in the mathematical engine, implementing new algorithms 

and adding more flexibility and efficiency to existing ones.  New abilities include finding exact solutions 

to more PDEs with boundary conditions, finding new limits, solving more integrals, performing new 

graph theory computations, analyzing data in new ways, and much more. 

In addition, with Maple 2017, customers can: 
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 Extend Maple’s power through user-created packages, with instant, seamless access to a rich 

collection of packages written by customers and shared in the MapleCloud. 

 Construct even complicated plots easily using a redesigned Plot Builder Assistant that makes it 

even easier to create and customize a wide variety of plots, simply and without knowing a single 

plot command. 

 Password protect Maple documents while still allowing access to the procedures they contain, so 

users can share their work without sharing their intellectual property. 

 Expand their worldview with new map visualization tools and a geographical database for 

exploring and understanding world data in a highly visual way. 

Other enhancements include new visualizations, additional tools to support algorithm and application 

development, tools to enhance engineering computations, more comprehensive handling of user-

supplied assumptions about a mathematical problem, which Maple takes into account when finding 

solutions , and speed-ups in fundamental computation routines. 

“Maple 2017 has a wide variety of advances that appeal to the broad spectrum of our users,” says Dr. 

Laurent Bernardin, Chief Operating Officer and Chief Scientist at Maplesoft. “Some will be very 

pleased with the ability to easily access customer-authored packages, and maybe even share their own. 

Some will appreciate the new Plot Builder and how quickly they can create and customize their plots 

without worrying about commands and syntax, while others will love all the extra information and 

practical examples they get from the Engineering Portal.  Many will have fun exploring world map 

projections. And everyone will benefit from the under-the-hood computation and performance 

improvements, even if they don’t know it.  While no single feature will ever be relevant to every 

customer, we made sure there is something for everyone”. 

Maple is available in several languages including French, Simplified Chinese, and Brazilian Portuguese. 

A Japanese version of Maple 2017 will be available in a few weeks. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Mentor Automotive Extends Test Platform Portfolio for Automotive Audio Bus 

23 May 2017 

Mentor, a Siemens business, has extended its commitment to Automotive Audio Bus (A2B®) 

technology from Analog Devices, Inc. with the announcement of a second-generation A2B Analyzer 

System, additional support for the popular Audio Stream Input/Output (ASIO) protocol, and plans for a 

new A2B passive bus monitoring product.  

Mentor’s second-generation A2B Analyzer platform incorporates all the robust functionality of its 

predecessor, while adding new features to support the latest AD242x family of transceivers from Analog 

Devices, including node simulation tools, A2B network configuration, and support for Slave-to-Slave 

node communication. The new Mentor Automotive A2B Analyzer System also includes a 

comprehensive Software Development Kit (SDK) with thoroughly documented APIs to enable users to 

implement a broad range of custom test applications.  

“As A2B technology gains broader acceptance among leading OEMs around the world, Mentor 

Automotive remains a pioneer in delivering advanced platforms specifically designed to help automotive 

audio system engineers fully leverage all that the technology has to offer,” said Rainer Oder, general 
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manager of Mentor Graphics’ Automotive Business Unit. “We are certain to serve our customers even 

better with the new features of our second product generation, while the first generation analyzer 

continues to meet with strong customer adoption among top global OEMs and Tier One/Tier Two 

suppliers alike.”  

ASIO Driver Support Now Available; A2B Bus Monitor Product On The Way 

In addition to introducing the next-generation A2B Analyzer System, Mentor has announced new 

support for the Audio Stream Input/Output (ASIO) driver, a popular technology from Steinberg Media 

Technologies GmbH. With this driver, the Mentor A2B Analyzer hardware is presented as a virtual 

sound card to popular audio processing client applications such as AudioMulch, Audacity® and 

Reaper®, thereby enabling direct access to high fidelity individual audio streams over USB. ASIO 

driver support is available as an optional add-on to the A2B Analyzer software, and is compatible with 

both generations of Mentor’s A2B Analyzer platforms. Mentor Automotive has also announced plans to 

soon launch an automotive-grade A2B network monitor product engineered to help customers passively 

observe A2B bus traffic in a spy mode.  

“Mentor Automotive has established a track record of strong leadership in support for Analog Devices’ 

A2B technology,” said Vlad Bulavsky, general manager, Automotive Cabin Electronics Business Unit, 

Analog Devices. “These latest additions to Mentor’s portfolio of solutions enabling the A2B technology 

will help our shared customers streamline design cycles, simplify network simulation and improve audio 

system quality through comprehensive testing, ultimately reducing the overall cost of development.”  

The second-generation A2B Analyzer System is the latest offering from Mentor Automotive, a division 

of Mentor. The company’s distinguished track record of supplying automotive-grade electrical and 

electronic systems spans decades. Currently engaged with 17 of the world’s top 20 carmakers, the 

company is a leading supplier of automotive networking solutions, and the number one supplier of 

automotive Linux. Mentor provides hardware and design tools in the areas of automotive connectivity, 

electrification, autonomous drive and vehicle architecture.  

Availability 

The latest Mentor Automotive A2B Analyzer System and the ASIO Driver add-on are available now. 
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Panaya Launches Release Dynamix, a Cloud-based Solution for ALM Enabling Rapid High Quality 

Software Delivery 

23 May 2017 

Panaya announced today the availability of Release Dynamix , Panaya's cloud application lifecycle 

management (ALM) solution which enables rapid high quality software delivery by accelerating and 

validating all phases of change delivery from conception through validation, for complex hybrid IT 

environments. 

With Release Dynamix (RDx), the complexity and bottlenecks inherent to application change are 

removed, allowing customers to realize the benefits of agile and continuous delivery within the context 

of enterprise applications. RDx provides a holistic and integrated environment that enables collaboration 

with all stakeholders involved in the business process. Organizations can now rollout innovations and 

extensions rapidly, with minimal risk, meeting user expectations and driving the business forward with: 

http://www.panaya.com/
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• Project and Portfolio Management 

• Requirements and Release management 

• Test Management 

• Test Automation & Acceleration 

• Defect Tracking 

• Real-time risk analysis 

• APIs and Integration with leading third party solutions 

"IT departments need to take the lead with digital transformation by becoming agile and adjusting to 

rapidly changing business and market conditions," said Jake Klein, CEO of Panaya. "At the same time 

best-of-breed is replacing best-of -suite, increasing the complexity of IT environments and creating 

speed and quality challenges. Panaya Release Dynamix provides real-time visibility into the delivery 

and quality status of projects and releases, down to the level of individual requirements, ensuring that 

application owners have complete, accurate information to make decisions." 

"Rising customer expectations, competitive threats, and increased consumer choice make rapid delivery 

and iteration of software applications a competitive differentiator. Optimizing the delivery value chain - 

well beyond traditional ALM - is a crucial contributor to better business outcomes," stated Diego Lo 

Giudice, Vice President, Principal Analyst, and Kurt Bittner in the Forrester Research 

report, TechRadar™: Continuous Software Delivery, Q3 2016. 

Key benefits include: 

• Traceability - Tests and defects are mapped to business change request and development 

requirements thus increasing quality and business assurance 

• Agility - enables continuous delivery by providing visibility to requirements, user stories and 

tasks so that you can prioritize activities based on effort required and update risk analysis based 

on progress 

• Requirement Approval Workflow - Ensures that organizations comply with internal as well as 

regulated change introduction processes while continually managing the change lifecycle process 

• Collaboration - Includes proactive communications and notifications to identify conflicts and 

remove dependencies typically found in complex, cross-functional business processes that are 

often geographically dispersed in today's global organizations 

• Integration - Fully interoperable with Incidents, Requirements and Change Management 

solutions, Test Automation via Panaya Connect API, so that organizations can continue with best 

of breed solutions and leverage existing investments 

"Release Dynamix holds the promise of changing the way we manage our processes and projects. The 

solution provides a best of breed ALM application that takes into accounts all aspects of application 

change delivery, including ERP change conflicts within a release", says Sebastian Hebert, EMEA 

Technical Director at Shiseido. "As a long time Panaya customer, we are confident that the new offering 

will enable organizations to become agile and deliver innovations faster." 

Panaya will launch Release Dynamix at Confluence, Infosys' annual user event to be held on May 23 - 

May 25 in San Francisco, where Infosys CEO Vishal Sikka will formally introduce the solution to the 
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market. 

Click here to return to Contents 

PTC Announces New ThingWorx Manufacturing Apps 

23 May 2017 

PTC today announced at LiveWorx®17 the launch of new ThingWorx® manufacturing apps. The new 

role-based manufacturing apps are fast to deploy and provide industrial companies with real-time 

operational intelligence to make more proactive and faster decisions. 

The ThingWorx manufacturing apps are built on the industry-leading ThingWorx platform, a robust, 

purpose-built Industrial IoT platform that includes technologies and tools that enable companies to 

rapidly develop, deploy and extend apps and augmented reality experiences. The ThingWorx 

manufacturing apps are part of a new generation of Industrial IoT web/mobile applications, which 

include the successful ThingWorx Navigate™ app. The manufacturing apps unify data from enterprise 

business systems and the sensored physical world, and deliver user information and real-time insight in 

context for individual roles. The new manufacturing apps help simplify digital transformation, are fast to 

deploy, and allow for codeless app extensibility for ongoing rapid innovation. The ThingWorx 

manufacturing starter apps will be available via a free download and can be deployed in production in 

under one hour. 

The new ThingWorx manufacturing apps include: 

ThingWorx Controls Advisor — gives controls engineers the ability to rapidly connect to and remotely 

visualize data from virtually any Programmable Logic Controller (PLC), 

IoT Gateway or connected asset. It enables them to monitor and troubleshoot machine connectivity and 

provides instant notification of data communication errors that may cause the loss of critical production 

data. With proactive issue identification and rapid trending and troubleshooting, manufacturers can 

improve data quality and reliability and reduce unplanned downtime. 

ThingWorx Asset Advisor — provides real-time visibility into the health and status of critical assets. 

The app alerts maintenance/service technicians to potential problems that may impact unplanned 

downtime and optimize maintenance execution, while delivering simple, easy-to-use capabilities to 

trend and troubleshoot issues. It remotely monitors and detects anomalies across various assets and 

allows users to understand asset performance and minimize unplanned downtime. Maintenance and 

service technicians can make better informed, faster decisions with unified real-time connectivity across 

critical production assets and take corrective action before problems impact production. 

ThingWorx Production Advisor — rapidly unifies disparate sources of operational and business data. 

With the ThingWorx Production Advisor app, production managers have real-time visibility into 

production status and critical KPIs such as availability, performance, quality and Overall Equipment 

Effectiveness (OEE). The app also enables plant managers to monitor the real-time operational 

performance of the factory— all lines, all assets, with up-to-the-minute production status and 

performance KPIs. By having real-time machine and business data available in a contextualized format, 

the app delivers actionable intelligence to enable proactive and faster decision making to prevent 

problems and drive continuous improvement. 

“We are at the precipice of the fourth industrial revolution and there is significant opportunity inherent 

in the physical-digital convergence of manufacturing operations,” said Howard Heppelmann, divisional 
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general manager, Connected Operations Solutions, PTC. “The launch of the new ThingWorx 

manufacturing apps continues PTC’s focus and investment in Industrial IoT, and gives manufacturers 

more tools to dramatically simplify their digital transformation and accelerate time-to-value.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

PTC Creo Product Insight Offers the Power of the IoT for Product Design 

24 May 2017 

PTC showcased this week at LiveWorx®17 the capabilities of its Creo® Product Insight solution. 

Integrated with the ThingWorx® Industrial Internet of Things (IoT) platform, Creo Product Insight 

brings a new dimension to the design process – the connection of real-world IoT data. With Creo 

Product Insight, designers can better understand how products are used and how they behave, and 

proactively design products with custom data streams by integrating sensors into the design process. 

During LiveWorx17, thousands of attendees were introduced to Creo Product Insight and viewed 

demonstrations that highlighted how Creo and ThingWorx work together to provide designers access to 

new levels of product and service information. This information helps drive better design decisions and 

supports their needs to build smart, connected products. 

“In our industry, it is critical to get things done faster, and solutions like Creo Product Insight provide us 

with the tools to quickly bring to market new and exciting concepts in the world of Motorsport racing,” 

said Tamir Plachinsky, CEO, Griiip. “We see huge value in the ability of Creo Product Insight to give 

our engineers real data from the track to enhance our design process.” 

Creo Product Insight allows engineers to replace assumptions in the design process with facts, bringing 

real-world usage data back into engineering and connecting it with the original CAD model - its digital 

twin. Creo Product Insight also helps designers optimize their product sensor strategy and provide the 

secure, custom data streams needed by integrating sensors into the design process. 

With Creo Product Insight, designers can gain these important benefits: 

 Analyze and apply multiple streams of performance data from instrumented prototypes and test 

equipment more efficiently 

 Improve current and next-generation product quality, performance, and durability by enabling a 

new dimension of IoT data-driven design based on data gathered from assets in the field 

 Optimize sensor placement and usage to capture critical data and reduce cost by accurately 

capturing data to support downstream processes 

 Leverage product insight as a service to create more business opportunities 

“PTC brings the power of the IoT and augmented reality (AR) to its CAD and PLM portfolio, actually 

supercharging the design process,” said Paul Sagar, vice president of CAD product management, PTC. 

“Creo Product Insight enables designers to capture and connect real world performance data with the 

original CAD model, thus allowing them to proactively design smart, connected products.” 

Click here to return to Contents 
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PTC Expands Its Industrial IoT Technology Offering with the Launch of ThingWorx 8 

23 May 2017 

PTC today announced from LiveWorx®17 the newest version of its ThingWorx® Industrial Internet of 

Things (IoT) platform – ThingWorx 8. With this update, ThingWorx evolves into a more robust, 

comprehensive Industrial IoT technology offering for businesses looking to accelerate Industrial IoT 

value. ThingWorx 8 features enhanced platform capabilities, role-specific applications for engineering 

and manufacturing, a substantial ecosystem of partners and customers, more expansive educational 

programs, and a new collection of service offerings designed for Industrial IoT customers and partners. 

ThingWorx 8 will be commercially available on June 8, 2017.  

ThingWorx is one of the fastest, most complete ways for Industrial IoT solution builders to unlock the 

value of the convergence between the physical and digital worlds. ThingWorx has grown alongside the 

Industrial IoT market, becoming one of the most widely-used and trusted ways for companies to 

leverage the Industrial IoT to create smart, connected operations, products, and solutions. 

“We have been committed to making ThingWorx the most complete, effective platform for companies 

to quickly and easily tap into the value of the Industrial IoT,” said Kathleen Mitford, executive vice 

president, Product and Market Strategy, PTC. “With ThingWorx 8, we are taking ThingWorx beyond its 

core platform capabilities with new role-based apps for manufacturing. The combination of our market-

leading Industrial IoT platform and these new apps are specifically designed to quickly deliver value to 

companies investing in the Industrial IoT.” 

The ThingWorx Platform delivers the functionality, flexibility, and agility that companies need to 

quickly develop and deploy Industrial IoT apps and cutting-edge augmented reality (AR) experiences. 

This includes industrial connectivity, analytics, application enablement, orchestration, and codeless AR 

experience authoring. 

“The combination of the ThingWorx IoT ecosystem and our existing production systems offers us the 

connectivity and detailed analytics to rapidly visualize our operations, enabling further productivity and 

quality improvement,” said Justin Hester, senior researcher, HIROTEC Corporation. “ThingWorx 

complements HIROTEC’s expertise in world-class manufacturing, as opposed to forcing HIROTEC to 

adapt to ThingWorx.”  

New ThingWorx Platform Capabilities 

With ThingWorx 8, the ThingWorx Platform now offers such native platform functionality as industrial 

connectivity, anomaly detection, and deeper cloud support for leading cloud providers. New features 

found in ThingWorx 8 have been specifically designed to further the platform’s ability to make the 

development, deployment, and extension of Industrial IoT applications quick and easy. 

In addition to these capabilities, ThingWorx Studio now supports native authoring and publishing of AR 

experiences for Microsoft HoloLens. ThingWorx Studio is a codeless authoring environment that 

enables content creators to quickly create, deploy, and consume AR experiences. With ThingWorx 

Studio in ThingWorx 8, content creators and developers can use the codeless AR development 

capabilities of ThingWorx Studio to quickly create clear, compelling experiences for the Microsoft 

HoloLens.  

Introducing ThingWorx Manufacturing Apps 

Building off of the success of the ThingWorx Navigate™ app, PTC is introducing a new lineup of apps 

for manufacturing that make it easier for companies to realize value and benefit from greater agility in 
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their operations. The ThingWorx manufacturing apps are fast to deploy, offer role-based intelligence for 

proactive, faster decision making, allow for codeless app extensibility for continued innovation, and can 

be downloaded for free and deployed in production in under one hour. The ThingWorx manufacturing 

apps consist of: 

 ThingWorx Controls Advisor – remotely monitor and troubleshoot machine connectivity. 

 ThingWorx Asset Advisor – remotely monitor physical assets in real-time, automatically detect 

anomalies, and trigger alerts to improve efficiency and quality. 

 ThingWorx Production Advisor – provide real-time visibility and insight into production line 

performance and status. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Renesas R-Car Starter Kit Adopted as a Standard Reference Platform for Automotive Grade Linux to 

Accelerate IVI Development for Next-Generation Connected Cars 

24 May 2017 

Renesas Electronics Corporation today announced that Automotive Grade Linux (AGL) has adopted the 

Renesas R-Car Starter Kit as one of its standard reference platforms for software development. AGL is a 

collaborative open source project that is bringing together automakers, suppliers and technology 

companies to build a Linux-based, open software platform for automotive applications that can serve as 

the de facto industry standard. Its adoption of the Renesas R-Car Starter Kit makes it easy for software 

developers to acquire the hardware environment that runs software developed by this project and allows 

them to quickly and easily develop in-vehicle infotainment (IVI) application software for next-

generation connected cars. 

The R-Car Starter Kit supports the Unified Code Base (UCB) 3.0, which the AGL project released in 

January 2017. The R-Car Starter Kit enables the up-to-date 64-bit software development environment, 

which unlike the earlier 32-bit environment, allows the latest IT solutions, including container 

technology (Note 1), to be applied seamlessly to automotive applications. 

In addition, two IVI development expansion boards from a Renesas partner (Note 2) that can be used 

with the R-Car Starter Kit will be available in July 2017. The standard expansion board includes 

multiple displays and a wide range of network interfaces and the advanced model provide interfaces that 

can be expanded to up to eight channels of camera input as well as high-speed/large-capacity storage. 

Software developers can easily maintain IVI software development with the latest software development 

environment platform that will serve as the industry standard, and the expansion boards optimized for 

IVI development. This platform and board access, along with the support provided by the free-of charge 

Renesas libraries and the R-Car ecosystem that consists of over 190 companies, allows software 

developers to quickly develop IVI application software and reduce costs. 

Renesas will participate as a gold sponsor, in the Automotive Linux Summit (ALS) to be held from May 

31, 2017 at the Tokyo Conference Center. In addition to an exhibition of the latest AGL development 

environments, Renesas will demonstrate its state-of-the-art connected car cockpit that connect to cloud 

IT services. 

"Renesas is a passionate and active supporter of open source and understands the impact that 

Automotive Grade Linux will have on development and enabling rapid innovation across the industry,” 
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said Dan Cauchy, Executive Director of Automotive Grade Linux, The Linux Foundation. “By adopting 

the Renesas R-Car Starter Kit as one of our standard reference platforms, developers will be able to 

quickly and easily develop applications using the AGL Unified Code Base.” 

"We are pleased that our R-Car Starter Kit has been adopted as one of the standard reference platforms 

by the AGL project dedicated to creating industry-standard advanced open source software," said 

Masahiro Suzuki, Vice President, Head of Automotive Information Solution Business Division, Renesas 

Electronics Corporation. "Software developers will now have access to both R-Car Starter Kit hardware 

and AGL Unified Code Base, which allows them to put all their efforts into developing even higher 

level specialized software. Renesas hopes to contribute to increasing the pace of innovation of new IVI 

developments across the industry.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Robin Systems Achieves HDP Product Integration Certification for Robin Cloud Platform 

25 May 2017 

Robin Systems today announced that it has successfully achieved Hortonworks’ Product Integration 

Certification for Robin RCP. Robin Systems will integrate the Hortonworks Data Platform (HDP®) with 

RCP to virtualize applications and simplify application lifecycle management while maintaining a 100 

percent open and agile approach to software development. Robin’s customers can now benefit from 

enhanced integration with HDP, including Apache™ Hadoop®, to increase the elasticity of their system 

resources and enable an application-aware private cloud and path to hybrid cloud.  

By achieving Product Integration Certification, customers can now simplify and accelerate the 

deployment of Hortonworks Connected Data Solutions with validated integrations between leading 

enterprise technologies from partners and HDP, the industry’s only 100-percent open source platform 

built on Apache Hadoop. To certify partner integrations, Hortonworks reviews each product for 

architectural best practices, validates it against a comprehensive suite of integration test cases and 

performs benchmarks for scale under varied workloads, while comprehensively documenting every step 

in the process. 

Based on container technology, Robin brings application virtualization benefits to distributed, clustered 

and stateful enterprise applications such as databases and Big Data clusters, enabling high-performance 

workload consolidation with the agility and flexibility previously available only to micro applications. 

Robin RCP transforms commodity hardware into a compute, storage, and data continuum that enables: 

 Applications to share a server or machine without any loss of performance and predictability. 

Even the most critical enterprise applications – such as databases and Big Data clusters – can be 

consolidated without any performance compromise. 

 Transparent application mobility across machines without any data loss. By decoupling compute 

from storage, RCP not only protects applications from server failures, it also ensures portability 

and mobility without moving or copying any data. RCP ensures seamless data access for 

applications no matter where they run. 

 Fast and simple application deployment and lifecycle management. Building upon container 

agility, Robin Cloud Platform ensures that even the most complex distributed applications – 

including Hadoop such as Hortonworks, Cloudera and MapR, NoSQL databases such as 
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Cassandra, MongoDB and CouchDB, and RDBMS such as Oracle, Postgres and Mysql – can be 

deployed within a matter of minutes. Quick application clones can be created within seconds, 

and application-level clone and snapshots allow applications to go back and forth in time for 

production as well as test and dev purposes. 

With the integration of HDP, users can now easily scale Hadoop applications up or out with one-click, 

simplify deployment, manage and consolidate big data workloads across Hadoop clusters with QoS and 

Bare Metal performance.   

“In today’s enterprise, where mobility is fueling an ongoing cycle of innovation, ensuring performance 

predictability without having to add IT resources is now becoming absolutely critical,” said Premal 

Buch, CEO of Robin Systems. “Providing this integrated solution will allow Robin and Hortonworks to 

streamline Big Data as a Service-based application development and deployment. Implementing the 

RCP solution will enable businesses that are running Database-as-a-Service environments with large 

volumes of traffic to more efficiently develop, virtualize and manage Hadoop applications.” 

HDP was built by the core architects, builders and operators of Apache Hadoop and includes all of the 

necessary components to manage a cluster at scale and uncover business insights from existing and new 

big data sources. HDP enables multiple workloads, applications and processing engines across single 

clusters with optimal efficiency. It also provides an open platform that deeply integrates with existing IT 

investments and upon which enterprises can build and deploy Hadoop-based applications. 

“Hortonworks is dedicated to expanding and empowering the Apache Hadoop ecosystem, accelerating 

innovation and adoption of Open Enterprise Hadoop,” said Chris Sullivan, vice president of global 

channels and alliances at Hortonworks. “We are pleased to help make Robin Cloud Platform, the latest 

Robin solution to achieve HDP Integration Certification, available to our customers as part of this 

commitment.   

Click here to return to Contents 

Sage Collaborates with eTakeoff and Autodesk to Launch New Integrated BIM, Takeoff, and 

Estimating Solution for the Construction Market 

24 May 2017 

Sage today announced the launch of a new integrated Building Information Modeling (BIM), takeoff, 

and estimating solution developed through a collaboration with Autodesk and eTakeoff. This BIM 

solution is a unique best-of-breed approach to automating the time-consuming, manual process 

estimators face when trying to produce detail cost estimates from 3D models and 2D digital plans. It also 

paves the way for integration with cloud based solutions used in field project collaboration, on mobile 

devices and in today's digital plan rooms. 

"We are proud to be working with eTakeoff and Autodesk to offer solutions to help bridge the current 

gap between BIM and estimating," said Jon Witty, vice president and general manager of Sage 

Construction and Real Estate. "By simplifying and improving this process and opening up more 

opportunities for cloud based collaboration, construction firms can feel more confident about their 

estimates, create more estimates in less time, and ultimately win more work." 

The amount of estimating-related information included in a model can vary greatly. As a result, 

estimators have to refer to 2D drawings to get details, such as floor coverings, that are often missing 

from the model. 

http://ctt.marketwire.com/?release=1310210&id=11784253&type=1&url=http%3a%2f%2fetakeoff.com%2f
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"This new integrated platform speeds up takeoff from models, allows estimators to override model 

quantities, and uses the same interface as a 2D takeoff tool," said Kevin Miller, a user of the product and 

construction management professor at Brigham Young University. 

The new model-based cost estimating solution integrates eTakeoff software and 

Autodesk Navisworks with Sage Estimating. It provides an easier way to do detailed takeoff 

simultaneously from both 3D models and 2D drawings. With this new integration estimators can: 

 Drag and drop objects from a BIM model onto selected estimating assemblies, eliminating the 

time-consuming task of transferring quantities and measurements. 

 Obtain information missing in the BIM model directly from 2D drawings, all in the same 

integration tool. 

 Drill down from the estimate spreadsheet all the way back to the 3D model to review the original 

takeoff source and any changes that have been introduced. 

"We're providing a way for construction firms to integrate these best-in-class solutions to effortlessly 

move between 2D and 3D content for production-level estimating," said Curtis Peltz, CEO of eTakeoff. 

"It's all part of our efforts to provide the most innovative and practical BIM takeoff and estimating 

solution available today." 

This integrated platform offers a way to provide more reliable feedback and cost saving strategies much 

earlier in construction project planning to help firms easily turn building model information into full-

blown estimates, saving time and streamlining the process. 

"The tight integration between Navisworks, e-Takeoff software, and Sage Estimating provides 

estimators with all the tools they need to help quickly provide BIM design-cost analysis. This will be a 

game-changer for estimators," said Sarah Hodges, director, construction business line for Autodesk. 

Sage Construction and Real Estate is the market leader for financial, project management, and 

estimating systems used by more than 50,000 construction and real estate companies in North America. 

With a whole spectrum of solutions from back office accounting to cloud based collaboration tools, Sage 

helps construction companies to manage more than 500,000 jobs, seven million subcontracts, and 

622,000 rental units each year. Today, Sage Construction and Real Estate is leading the Building 

Information Management (BIM) revolution through strategic partnerships with industry leading solution 

providers, such as Autodesk and eTakeoff. 
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Selerant Releases New Version of Compliance Cloud  

23 May 2017 

Selerant is pleased to announce the release of its latest version of the Selerant Compliance Cloud (SCC). 

The SCC is a turn-key solution that leverages cloud data intelligence to manage regulatory compliance 

and monitor food safety. 

The SCC consists of four core modules: The Food Law Library (REGDATA), Compliance 

Assessments, the Food News Monitoring System (FNMS) and Regulatory Compliance Strategy 

Consulting. From small businesses to large global enterprises, the SCC takes the grunt work out of 

compliance assessments for the food & beverage industry. 

http://ctt.marketwire.com/?release=1310210&id=11784259&type=1&url=http%3a%2f%2fetakeoff.com%2fproducts%2fbridge-overview%2f
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Selerant migrated the SCC to live inside its formula-based product lifecycle management solution 

DevEX in order to deliver a more stable platform with increased performance to end users. Security 

settings for SCC are now of a higher level. 

Additionally, the overall user interface has been adapted to follow the corporate visual approach, which 

in recent years has focused on improving the user experience. Updates made to the SCC navigation add 

a layer of visual clarity, consistency and simplicity. 

"We are pleased to greatly improve user experience with the latest version of our online Selerant 

Compliance Cloud - Food Edition solution," said Jacopo Colombo, Selerant CTO. "The Selerant 

Compliance Cloud transforms the industry's typically time-consuming and error-prone approach to meet 

regulatory and safety requirements worldwide, turning a vast body of regulations and other relevant 

sources into actionable information." 

Selerant offers a free 14-day trial for the SCC . Users can access the entire platform and all its core 

modules. 
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Synopsys Custom Compiler Certified by Samsung for 28FDS Process Technology 

24 May 2017 

Synopsys, Inc. today announced that Synopsys' custom design platform has been certified by Samsung 

Electronics for its 28FDS (FD-SOI) process technology. The certified Synopsys custom design platform 

includes HSPICE® golden-accuracy circuit simulation, Custom Compiler™ visually-assisted layout 

automation, StarRC™ gold-standard parasitic extraction and IC Validator scalable physical signoff. The 

Synopsys custom design platform provides improved custom and mixed-signal design productivity for 

Samsung 28FDS users designing for various low power required applications such as IoT and 

Connectivity. 

Custom Compiler's user-guided symbolic editing technology accelerates 28FDS device placement. It 

includes interactive custom routing technology that can quickly create DRC-correct routing, thus 

reducing late-stage physical signoff iterations. The combination of placement and routing assistants in 

the Custom Compiler solution cuts 28FDS layout effort by up to 30 percent. Custom Compiler support 

for these advanced features is provided through a jointly developed 28FDS process design kit (PDK) in 

the industry-standard interoperable process design kit (iPDK) format. 

"Samsung Foundry's 28FDS delivers lower design cost, lower total power and better analog 

performance, making it suitable especially for low power driven applications such as IoT and 

connectivity," said Jaehong Park, senior vice president of the Foundry Design Team at Samsung 

Electronics. "We worked with Synopsys to certify Synopsys' custom design platform for our 28FDS 

process technology to enable our customers to accelerate their custom design development." 

Synopsys' custom design platform offers advanced features to improve reliability and manage variability 

for automotive and IoT designs. Comprehensive aging simulation and Monte Carlo analysis is driven by 

a common simulation environment, making it easier to analyze reliability. Advanced reporting, cross-

probing and visualization features enable automotive designers to identify and solve reliability problems 

faster. Accurate net-based parasitic extraction with the StarRC tool during layout helps control design 

variability with little iteration. The Custom Compiler In-Design assistant with IC Validator catches DRC 

violations during layout and reduces physical signoff iterations. The platform also enables the use of 

http://www.selerant.com/product-lifecycle-management/
http://www.selerant.com/product-lifecycle-management/
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simulation results to directly check electromigration effects during layout. 

"Samsung Foundry's certification of Synopsys' custom design platform is important to our mutual 

customers developing complex designs," said Bijan Kiani, vice president of product marketing at 

Synopsys. "Through close collaboration, we have delivered a certified custom tool suite and 

accompanying iPDK to enable our mutual customers to improve their custom layout and circuit 

simulation productivity." 
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ZWSOFT Releases CADbro 2017 SP1, a 3D Viewer with Updated Document Management 

23 May 2017 

ZWSOFT released a full-featured and budget-friendly 3D CAD viewer, CADbro 2017 SP1, with better 

functions to access, annotate & analyze engineering data.  

“CADbro 2017 SP1 is our first service pack in 2017. In response to customer demand, ZWSOFT plans 

to release 3 to 4 SP versions every year and continue to enhance the competitiveness of CADbro in the 

market to provide an easier-to-use, powerful 3D Viewer,” said William Li, Supervisor of CADbro 

Technical Department.  

"CADbro is being used for collaborative cooperation across different terminals (Web & mobile) and 

design software. CADbro’s goal is to be the best cost-effective 2D & 3D viewer,” explained William 

when asked about the future of CADbro. 
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