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CIMdata News 

CIMdata’s Chris Gregory to Participate in Webinar on Protecting Intellectual Property in the Age of 

Industry 4.0 

30 May 2017 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic management consulting and research firm, announces 

that Chris Gregory, CIMdata’s PLM Success Practice Manager, will participate in a webinar, titled “The 

Industry 4.0 Challenge is on: Keeping your Intellectual Property Safe,” on June 27, 2017. 

The webinar, sponsored by NextLabs, will share how the next generation of digital rights management 

protects data across the extended enterprise. Attendees will learn about best practices and the most 

effective strategies for: 

 Ensuring only authorized users can access confidential information. 

 Safeguarding trade secrets and intellectual property (IP) from internal and external breaches. 

 Applying fine-grained Attribute Based Access Control (ABAC) across the supply chain. 

 Avoiding regulatory violations when working with controlled technical data. 

To learn more or to register for the free webinar visit: https://events-

na1.adobeconnect.com/content/connect/c1/923317979/en/events/event/private/1293823996/2317946882

/event_landing.html?sco-id=2318345056 

About CIMdata’s Chris Gregory 

Chris Gregory is CIMdata’s PLM Success Practice Manager. In this role he is responsible for the 

coordination and execution of CIMdata’s PLM Community and associated solution provider strategic 

management consulting activities. Mr. Gregory has over 30 years of broad experience with major PLM 

https://events-na1.adobeconnect.com/content/connect/c1/923317979/en/events/event/private/1293823996/2317946882/event_landing.html?sco-id=2318345056
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https://events-na1.adobeconnect.com/content/connect/c1/923317979/en/events/event/private/1293823996/2317946882/event_landing.html?sco-id=2318345056


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 3 

solution providers. Over his career he held a variety of cross-functional roles in services, product 

marketing, sales support, strategic alliances, business development, and program management. Mr. 

Gregory started his career with CAD and PLM pioneer Computervision, where he held leading roles in 

marketing and support. 

Click here to return to Contents 

CIMdata eBook Analysis Featured in Cadalyst 

27 May 2017 

To read the article, “Integration and Security Concerns Dog Cloud-Based PLM, CIMdata Finds,” please 

click here. 

Click here to return to Contents 

PTC’s LiveWorx 2017 (Commentary) 

31 May 2017 

Key takeaways: 

 PTC continues its evolution in support of IoT, demonstrating the convergence of the digital and 

physical worlds. Its IoT support, with ThingWorx at the heart, links the physical world to the 

digital twin while their Augmented Reality capabilities bring data in the digital twin onto the 

physical world. 

 PTC clearly described their vision for IoT and PLM, and demonstrated how they support tight 

connections between digital representations and physical products using their platform. 

 PTC is building out ThingWorx as a comprehensive IoT platform and is now adding applications 

that provide focused business functionality and value, e.g., ThingWorx Control Advisor for 

manufacturers. 

CIMdata attended PTC’s LiveWorx 2017, held in Boston May 23 through 25. Billed as a technology 

conference and marketplace for solutions engineered for a “smart, connected world,” the event was 

staged under the banner “Shaping the Future of Business.” This year’s LiveWorx grew significantly 

over past years as more and more individuals and companies—manufacturers, service and maintenance 

providers, technology solution developers, systems integrators, consultants, and others—want to learn 

more about smart, connected products and systems, and how the Internet of Things (IoT) offers them 

opportunities for new solutions and business models. According to PTC, there were almost 6,000 

individuals from 40 countries in attendance at LiveWorx 2017 with another 5,000 plus logged in to live 

streaming sessions. Additionally, LiveWorx 2017 had over 80 sponsors and over 200 breakout sessions 

that covered the entire PTC solution suite, not just IoT. PTC also stated that almost 900 partners 

participated in the partner day held on May 22nd. CIMdata was among almost 200 analysts, press, and 

media covering the event.  

Mr. James Heppelmann, PTC’s President and CEO, kicked off the event, describing how IoT is 

completing the “lifecycle” part of the product lifecycle management (PLM) story by enabling companies 

(manufacturers and users) to monitor and control products and production lines as they are being 

operated or used. He stated that IoT and augmented reality (AR) need CAD and PLM data to deliver the 

full value of each. Mr. Heppelmann highlighted that PTC has rebranded itself, including its new logo—a 

file:///C:/Users/Jillian%20Hayes/Documents/Newsletter%202016-2017/DAILY/30May2017.doc%23Contents
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combination of the stylized letters P for physical and D for digital—highlighting the yin and yang nature 

of the new world and the importance of using the digital twin to span them.  

He illustrated how this combining of the physical and the digital is driving the “new frontier of 

innovation.” The highlight of Mr. Heppelmann’s keynote was a real-time demonstration of how PTC 

and a customer are using PTC’s extensive solution suite including the 

digital twin, IoT interconnectivity, and augmented reality, across all aspects 

of the product lifecycle from design through sales and into operations. 

CIMdata thinks that this demonstration effectively showed how integration of new 

technologies is changing the products we develop, how we produce them, the services that can be 

offered, and the new ways of working that will emerge. 

Panelists in a session on Industrie 4.0 (and the similar initiatives, e.g., Made In China 2025 Smart 

Manufacturing in the United States, India Vision 2020, and Saudi Vision 2030) described how software 

has become the connective tissue between smart connected products and platform-based services and is 

the driving force in the continuing evolution in products, solutions, and the workplace. Software within 

products is enabling continuous reconfiguration to create value for customers. In a related session, Mr. 

Eric Schaeffer, Senior Director from Accenture, discussed Industry X.0 and has recently released a book 

on the same subject. The objective of Industry X.0 is to transform the way companies sell and produce, 

from product sales into product services, values, and outcomes. Industry X.0 is driven by the Industrial 

Internet of Things (IIoT) and is disruptive to the status quo. Industry X.0 clearly states the need for 

current business leaders to embrace IIoT or be left behind on the next wave growth and opportunity. 

CIMdata agrees that supporting these IoT related initiatives will be key to a company’s ability to deliver 

competitive products in tomorrow’s marketplace. To address these issues, PTC stated that they have a 

three-phase approach to helping companies first “Understand,” then ”Advance,” and finally 

“Outperform” using IoT to enable and improve their business success. 

At the event, PTC announced the release of ThingWorx 8.0; with general availability, later in June. They 

stated that there is now a community of over 15,000 people globally who have created over 600 

ThingWorx based applications. PTC stated that with this release they are beginning to deliver role-

based, purpose-built applications. The first three of these applications focus on manufacturing: 

 ThingWorx Control Advisor—for control engineers 

 ThingWorx Asset Advisor—for maintenance and service 

 ThingWorx Production Advisor—for production managers 

The intent of these applications is to enable their customers to more quickly receive value when 

deploying the ThingWorx platform and linking to smart products and machines. Other areas for which 

PTC stated they will be developing applications include: manufacturing (beyond the announced three), 

oil and gas, smart cities, and trucking. CIMdata believes that by providing such purpose-built 

applications, PTC can accelerate adoption and the value of IoT solutions by their customers. 

Mr. Peter Bilello, CIMdata President and CEO, led a session on the digitalization of the enterprise and 

how today’s product innovation platforms are closing lifecycle loops. This topic fit well with the event’s 

overall theme, as well as Mr. Heppelmann’s keynote speech. Mr. Bilello reminded the audience that 

digitalization is moving from a fuzzy concept to the newest data-driven derailment of the status quo as 

new sources of information speed up innovation throughout the product lifecycle. He also pointed out 

how digitalization is transforming products from physical goods and tangible services into data and 

metadata that create entirely new capabilities and solutions. In fact, in many cases data is displacing 
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purely physical items as the “product.” Mr. Bilello also described how the emergence of the product 

innovation platform has the potential to enable the end-to-end digitalization required to be successful 

and thrive in today’s highly competitive environment. 

PTC conducted a panel titled Finding Business Value in IoT in which the panelists described the issues 

they had to deal with within their organizations to get IoT products and solutions adopted. They all had 

some similar experiences and provided the following best practices for implementing IoT: 

 Develop an overall strategy 

 Start small—implement proof of concepts and small projects that deliver value in a short time—

this results in both management and user buy-in and support 

 Work with customers to understand what they really want 

 Educate internally so everyone understands what you are trying to accomplish 

CIMdata agrees with and supports these practices. They have been proven to work across all areas of 

PLM-related implementations and programs. 

Among the more than 200 session held during LiveWorx, Mr. Madjid Nakhjirl, Samsung Senior 

Director of Security Architecture, delivered a session titled The Mind Map of an IoT Security Architect. 

During this session, he discussed IoT security issues and provided some guidelines for addressing them. 

He stated that IoT security is complex to deal with, comprising not just technical aspects but also legal, 

public relations, social, and others. Mr. Nakhjirl said that while there are organizations working on 

standards, e.g., Application Security Verification Standard (ASVS), there currently are multiple 

approaches and no agreed upon standards across the industry have been consistently adopted. With large 

amounts of data from many sources maintained in multiple databases and files, companies have to use a 

variety of standards to manage and protect their data, processes, and intellectual property. Best practice 

IoT security guidelines Mr. Nakhjirl identified include: 

 Establish an executive security sponsor 

 Educate all organizational levels on the importance of security and how to enforce it—and 

continue to update that education as things evolve 

 Assess your competition to understand what they are doing for security 

 Build a security implementation model—it will need to support a quilt of standards 

 Define use levels—determine what level of security is needed for which data and process 

 Implement security by design, not by audit 

CIMdata believes that security throughout the lifecycle is essential, and that IoT and connected products 

increase the effort that must be applied. Recent high-profile attacks using IoT bots, devices such as baby 

monitors are examples, reinforce the importance of security. We also agree with Mr. Nakhjirl that while 

technology provides security solutions, adoption of standards as well as process and education are 

important factors in establishing and maintaining the security that is needed.  

Dr. Erik Brynjolfsson, Professor at MIT’s Sloan School and Director of the MIT Initiative on the Digital 

Economy, gave a provocative keynote on the impacts of machine learning on society. He reviewed how 

technology, specifically artificial intelligence (AI) software, is rapidly changing the economic landscape 

and compounding inequities in wealth distribution. Modern smart, connected products provide the data 
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AI needs to drive changes across all areas and levels of business and society. Additionally, Dr. 

Brynjolfsson described both the pessimistic and optimistic views of the impact of these AI-related 

changes, and came down personally as cautiously optimistic. CIMdata was intrigued by the MIT 

Inclusive Innovation Challenge he announced, challenging participants to develop concepts that can 

create shared prosperity by reinventing the future of work. 

Blockchain, the technology behind Bitcoin was covered in several sessions. A concept leveraging 

blockchain to support anonymity and compliance within the commercial aerospace maintenance, repair, 

and overhaul (MRO) market was especially interesting. While not ready for primetime yet, CIMdata 

enjoyed seeing such thought leading concepts that may have big impacts on the future. 

While IoT and the newer PTC capabilities generated a lot of excitement, several of the sessions attended 

by CIMdata demonstrated the value customers are getting from PTC’s established solutions. For 

example, Mr. Robert Ibe from GE Industrial Solutions reviewed the transformation they have achieved. 

Over a three-year period, GE implemented model based definitions and digital threads for their products 

connecting the CAD BOM, EBOM, and MBOM. They consolidating 14 disconnected PDM servers 

supporting over 10 million CAD models and implemented a global change process. Mr. Ibe stated that at 

the start of the project users had no confidence in the engineering data, but today they have a single 

source of truth that is enabling GE to be much more competitive by simplifying their environment and 

reducing cost.  

PTC’s flagship CAD product, Creo, also continued to be emphasized. Mr. Heppelmann positioned Creo 

and Windchill in his introductory keynote remarks as the foundation upon which the full realization 

closed-loop lifecycle management rests. Numerous sessions presented by PTC staff, and Creo and 

Windchill users showcased the benefits gained by their adoption. Other areas of major interest to the 

conference attendees resulting in standing-room-only sessions were Model-Based Design (MBD) and 

Bill of Material (BOM) sessions.  

Even though LiveWorx was primarily focused on IoT, CIMdata thinks that by delivering sessions and 

information on their other products and technologies (e.g., GE transformation, Creo, MBD, etc.), PTC 

effectively demonstrated that they are not just being an IoT company, but are continuing to build out 

their broad PLM suite of solutions. 

LiveWorx 2017 showcased strong ongoing growth, as more and more companies are adapting IoT into 

their connected products and systems, impacting their business and what they can deliver for their end 

customer experiences. PTC put on a great show at LiveWorx this year. They clearly described and 

showed how they have assembled a solution platform that can create and operate smart, connected 

products. PTC recognized this trend early, made investments, and the market is now seeing the 

impressive results. CIMdata believes that PTC will remain at the forefront of the IoT tidal wave with its 

already broad IoT-focused product suite and continued investment in this area. They are effectively 

integrating these solutions with their other PLM-related product suites and delivering a broad, 

technology rich platform to help their customers create the solutions of the future. 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, an independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize an 

enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM). CIMdata provides world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-

practice methods on PLM. CIMdata also offers research, subscription services, publications, and 

education through international conferences. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website 
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at http://www.CIMdata.com or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108, 

USA. Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV Weert, The 

Netherlands. Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Transforming Value Chains: Accenture in Retail, Footwear and Apparel (Commentary) 

30 May 2017 

Key takeaways: 

 Product lifecycle management (PLM) strategies and enabling solutions have been adopted in 

many industrial sectors, including the retail, footwear, and apparel (RFA) segment, well beyond 

PLM’s origins in aerospace and automotive.  

 Successfully implementing PLM in RFA firms requires deep RFA industry experience and 

process knowledge, and access to the levers of power in the executive suite of RFA firms. 

 Accenture offers access to the latest PLM technology, a deep bench of savvy RFA professionals, 

and a long history of successful PLM implementations. 

 Accenture is also expanding the boundaries to social, analytics, crowd sourcing, predictive 

analytics, and IoT; leveraging strengths and experience from across Accenture.  

Introduction 

Industries of all types offer products and services. These offerings are conceived, designed, 

implemented, sold, and, eventually, retired. Complex physical products like automobiles and aircraft 

were the first to demand rigorous data and process management supporting lifecycle strategies, a 

discipline that came to be known as product lifecycle management (PLM). Of course, all products have 

a lifecycle and PLM tools and techniques also proved valuable across a wide range of industries, from 

finance, insurance and telecommunications to retail, footwear, and apparel (RFA). At the core of most 

PLM strategies are data and process management solutions to help manage collaboration, tasking, and 

resulting intellectual property central to the product or service.  

But each industry has its own unique challenges, and RFA is no different. While speed to market has 

always been essential in RFA, the lines are now blurring between designers, manufacturers, and retailers 

in ways that have huge implications for their PLM strategies and enabling technologies.  

Value Chains Transformed 

Unlike most product industries, it is not product complexity that drives adoption of PLM strategies and 

enabling solutions in retail, footwear, and apparel. RFA companies are driven by speed, supply chain 

complexity, relentless seasonal pressures, and ever increasing consumer demands. RFA companies have 

to meet these demands while managing complex and often rapidly changing value chains. Based on 

CIMdata’s research and the work of RFA-focused analysts, there has been solid uptake of PLM in the 

RFA space, with providers ranging from discrete stalwarts Dassault Systèmes and PTC, to specialists 

like Bamboo Rose and Centric Software. CIMdata tracks over thirty PLM firms that focus on the RFA 

market.  

RFA companies, and the PLM solution and service providers that support them, have to evolve to 

support ever more dynamic value chains, where today’s partner is tomorrows competitor, with roles 

http://www.cimdata.com/
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evolving daily it seems. Over the last several years the lines between manufacturing and retailing have 

blurred, driven, in part, by the transformative power of digital solutions. 

For example, the marketplace has witnessed an insurgence of small to medium sized players developing 

capabilities around design and development, and acting more like manufacturing companies. At the 

same time, manufacturers are becoming nimbler to compete against these more agile entrants so they 

can respond to ever increasing consumer demands. 

No longer do major retailers just outsource design and manufacturing and then slap their label on the 

product. Today, they must evolve their processes and strategies toward private labeling, an approach that 

is ever more significant. Many retailers now offer their own brands, developing their own styles unique 

to them to satisfy increasingly discriminating consumers. 

Retailers are going even further, buying up factory space to backward integrate. At the same time, long-

time manufacturers are going into the retail space. Creating a very blurry line between wholesale, retail, 

and channels indeed.  

While some are moving toward bricks and mortar, others are moving away and focusing on direct-to-

consumer to bypass traditional retail channels. If done successfully, this approach enhances margins and 

offers significantly better insights by directly connecting to the voice of the customer. Underpinning 

many of these business changes is digital technology, used to design customer experiences that let 

consumers buy what they want, when they want it. 

Another change that is disruptive is moving some manufacturing processes onshore or at least closer to 

shore. Today many products are made in China or in the Pacific Rim. Some companies are improving 

efficiencies in their operations model by on-shoring the last mile of manufacturing, enabling last minute 

changes or “style injection.” The garments might be made in China today, but changes in trade policy 

could offer incentives to produce closer to home. 

Supporting this dynamic environment requires a fluidity in PLM processes and technologies to support 

ever changing business models and value chain relationships. One major consideration when supporting 

this dynamic cast of supply chain characters is usability. Some participants are facile with technology, 

while others are not, but all must be supported. In fact, this is one of the issues PLM solution providers 

had to face in bringing offerings to the RFA market. But technology is only one part of the solution, and 

often the easiest. CIMdata experience indicates that changing processes and training and educating the 

people in the new ways of working are usually the bigger challenge. That is why many companies turn 

to systems integrators and other services companies to shepherd their PLM implementations.  

Accenture: “Winning at the Speed of Fashion” 

Accenture is a global professional services company with $39.2 billion revenue in fiscal year 2016, with 

over 400,000 employees worldwide. While Accenture is known for a broad range of expertise, based on 

CIMdata’s PLM market research, Accenture is also the leading systems integrator in the PLM market. 

They have over 25 years of experience in this market and a broad ecosystem of solutions. Accenture 

partners with all of the leading PLM solution providers, and a wide range of large to niche providers as 

well.  

Their Product Lifecycle Services unit, with over 10,000 consultants, includes their PLM for Fashion 

group. While Accenture has offered focused support in the RFA space for over ten years, in 2016 they 

greatly expanded their breadth and depth in the RFA space by acquiring Kurt Salmon, an RFA specialist 

and now part of Accenture Strategy. Founded in 1935, Kurt Salmon is known for operational strategy 
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consulting, including logistics and supply chain, merchandising and product development, corporate 

strategy and due diligence, and omni-channel retail strategy. Through this acquisition, Accenture added 

260 RFA-focused employees serving clients across the world from offices in the U.S., Germany, the 

United Kingdom, Japan, and China.  

Accenture’s RFA offerings have evolved with the market. In 2010, they focused on private brand 

management, calendar management, and sample & prototype management. By 2015, speed to market 

was in focus, so Accenture expanded to meet those requirements, and added support for advanced 

materials management and product development PLM. Today Accenture is supporting their customers’ 

focus on product innovation, helping them apply 3D design and virtualization (visualization) 

technologies and increasing support for wearables/connected products. 

Accenture can offer a breadth of capabilities, but often developing a complete solution requires an 

ecosystem of solutions, including technology unique to RFA. As a result, what one might call “PLM 

solutions” could only be 70-80% of the implementation. In addition, Accenture must support a range of 

data and process management systems. Figure 1 highlights their products and services offering, which 

consists of a set of templates used with the PLM solution of choice. Accenture is technology agnostic 

and has partnerships with most of the major players in the RFA space, including Centric Software, 

PTC’s FlexPLM, and Bamboo Rose. This allows Accenture to provide best-of-breed technology to 

apply to customer-specific needs.  

Offering Modules Description

Fast Fashion Transformation

(End –to-End)

End-to-end offering that looks at how a Fashion player can optimize 
management of their assortments, product development lifecycle, and 

product sourcing to accelerate targeted revenue growth, reduction in cost of 

goods savings, and speed to market

PRODUCT INNOVATION

MANAGEMENT

Develop an innovative and trend-setting brand through 
balancing the product portfolio between fashion and 

heritage products and creating capabilities to compete 

closer to the consumer

GO TO MARKET

CALENDAR

Engineer a Calendar model defining end-to-end Planning, 
Product, and Sourcing process, roles, and tools to sustain a 

high performing business

PRODUCT DESIGN & 

DEVELOPMENT 
(3D DESIGN, PLM)

Design the foundational process and tools for your product 
design and development organization to better understand 

how to make products cheaper and more targeted, at the 

speed of fashion

PROTOTYPE & SAMPLE

MANAGEMENT 

Create the organization and process governance for how to 
manage Prototypes and Samples to optimize cost, to free-

up workforce hours, and to improve factory/vendor 

performance

DOMESTIC/ IMPORT 

SOURCING

Select the right Domestic/Imports sourcing model for the 
Retailer/Wholesaler, taking advantage of Accenture’s 

relationship with key Agents and Vendors both domestic 

and abroad
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Figure 1—Accenture Support for Fast Fashion Transformation 

How Accenture works with clients varies widely by client. Most companies are looking to achieve some 

relevant transformation or business improvement. Accenture helps implement new strategies, processes, 

and technologies to help them meet their objectives. To fully understand the client, Accenture will 

conduct an operations and product development assessment to document the current state, including 

strategy and technology mapping. Accenture will identify the necessary initiatives to address any gaps 

and to help the company meet their objectives. This includes strategy and road map development, and 

specific approaches to help achieve business value. This road map often goes well beyond technology to 

include operational areas of business improvement like product development, sourcing, design, 
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procurement, and aspects of manufacturing. Sourcing has become a significant offering focusing on 

speed and spend optimization. Accenture offers sourcing services designed to deliver innovative 

products on time and at the best cost. One of the offerings, Material Platforming, puts “fabric first”—

consolidating material orders across brands and lines, leveraging volumes for best cost and flexibility. 

Another offering, Speed Models, helps companies determine the optimal timing for the assortment of 

products to reduce cycle time and increase flexibility to react to emerging trends. Accenture’s team of 

500 dedicated sourcing experts in 120 countries have a strong track record in the sourcing space helping 

companies succeed in today’s fast, digital, integrated marketplace.  

Accenture will help customers identify requirements, select the right software, and design and 

implement the necessary tools and processes. This broad-based approach to implementations often 

provides an impetus to change the business in more transformative ways. Companies can adopt new 

business models and practices, aided by Accenture. At the other end of the spectrum, other companies 

just want Accenture’s RFA savvy team to help optimize their existing technology for them.  

They are also developing new offerings to support trends in the RFA market. Many companies want to 

use, or already use, crowdsourcing, letting their customers and prospects define products and services, 

new delivery models, and other innovations. For example, Accenture collaborates with First Insight, a 

service to capture and analyze crowdsourcing data, to take the pulse of the market. Predictive analytics 

can help pick tomorrow’s winning concepts and ideas. Being able to classify consumers by their fashion 

preferences and shopping habits can help companies spot trends and help ensure success. It can also help 

assess which categories offer the greatest opportunity for additional products or line extensions. After 

working with Accenture experts to identify key analysis parameters, customers can be reviewing 

insights within 48 to 72 hours. According to Accenture, one large specialty retailer increased its ability 

to pick winning new products from 35% to 70% using this approach. More information on Accenture’s 

customers can found here: https://www.accenture.com/us-en/retail-index. 

Another advantage for Accenture is being able to brings skills and technology from their many other 

business units. Wearables are a game changer in RFA, and certainly a transformative change for 

companies developing them. Based on CIMdata’s research, smart connected products are proving 

difficult for mainline discrete manufacturers to assimilate, and these technologies are even farther afield 

for RFA companies. The PLM for Fashion team can help customers leverage expertise from across 

Accenture via the Internet of Things (IoT), while providing that RFA focus that is essential to 

understanding their true requirements.  

Conclusion 

PLM strategies and solutions are used across a wide range of industries, including retail, footwear and 

apparel (RFA). Each industry has its own needs, and RFA is no different. RFA companies are driven by 

high speed, intense seasonal pressures, and complexity and dynamism of supply chains. Supporting this 

dynamic environment requires a fluidity in PLM processes and technologies to support ever changing 

business models and value chain relationships. While technology is important, all companies struggle 

with the people and process changes needed to fully embrace PLM. Companies need a partner with 

broad experience in the people, process, and technology issues around PLM that understands the specific 

needs of their industry. 

Accenture has a long history supporting PLM strategies in the RFA market, and recently made a 

strategic acquisition to strengthen both their breadth and depth to support PLM and RFA business 

processes. Kurt Salmon brings expertise in operational strategy consulting, including logistics and 

supply chain, merchandising and product development, corporate strategy and due diligence, and omni-
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channel retail strategy. With this move, Accenture added 260 RFA-focused employees serving clients 

across the world. Their Fast Fashion Transformation process and tools provide a framework to help 

companies get up to speed quickly on their chosen solution. Many Accenture engagements go well 

beyond just implementing data and process management. Road maps often include other enterprise 

systems and processes, most notably sourcing, where offerings like Material Platforming and Speed 

Model help optimize their ordering and assortment timing. Their combination of in-house developed 

technology and best practices from their previous engagements is helping their RFA clients win in 

today’s global digital economy.  

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, an independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize an 

enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM). CIMdata provides world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-

practice methods on PLM. CIMdata also offers research, subscription services, publications, and 

education through international conferences. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website 

at http://www.CIMdata.com or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108, 

USA. Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV Weert, The 

Netherlands. Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Acquisitions 

Accenture Acquires SolutionsIQ, Adds Leading Agile Transformation Expertise and Services 

2 June 2017 

Accenture has acquired SolutionsIQ, a leading provider of Agile transformation services for business 

and technology, to fuel capabilities that help organizations drive change, improve customer experience 

and create greater business value through Agile methods. Terms of the acquisition were not disclosed. 

 

With one of the most experienced teams of Agile coaches in the industry, SolutionsIQ helps 

organizations apply Agile principles and practices to achieve substantial performance improvements 

including enhanced digital delivery effectiveness, reduced cycle times for software development and 

greater responsiveness to business needs. 

“This acquisition brings tremendous value to Accenture and our clients,” said Bhaskar Ghosh, group 

chief executive, Accenture Technology Services. “Today Agile is more than just a software 

development methodology. For the digital enterprise that is rotating to rapidly evolving digital 

technologies – or New IT – it’s becoming a way of life. SolutionsIQ coaches, who are among the most 

sought-after experts in the industry, will expand our ability to help clients reduce investment risk, 

accelerate time to market for new products and services, and support design that delivers better customer 

experiences.” 

  

“SolutionsIQ brings exceptional domain knowledge and experience in Agile transformation, drawing 

from the top-notch talent they have assembled from across North America and in other parts of the 

world,” said Annette Rippert, senior managing director, Accenture Technology. “Accenture was an early 

leader in Agile and we already have a global team of practitioners with expertise in managing complex, 

http://www.cimdata.com/
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distributed Agile transformation and delivery. Together with SolutionsIQ, we will help our clients create 

and sustain innovative, value-focused solutions that are aligned with fast-changing user experiences.” 

  

“We couldn’t be more thrilled about joining forces with Accenture,” said John Rudd, chief executive 

officer, SolutionsIQ. “Agile is about fostering a culture of empowerment and collaboration that enables 

rapid delivery of innovation at the speed of business today. As part of Accenture, we will help clients 

navigate the complexities of Agile and unlock their creative power to develop new capabilities.”   

Click here to return to Contents 

Deloitte Acquires Market Gravity to Combine Forces, Boost Creative Consulting Services 

31 May 2017 

Deloitte today announces the acquisition of Market Gravity, the proposition design consultancy.* 

Founded in 2009 and headquartered in London with teams in New York, Edinburgh and Toronto, 

Market Gravity helps the world’s leading brands across multiple sectors including financial services, 

retail, energy, telecoms and automotive to create and launch innovative products and services. 

Market Gravity’s rapidly growing team which combines consultants, designers, marketers, insight 

specialists and entrepreneurs will become part of Deloitte’s consulting business. Its two founding 

partners, Gideon Hyde, and Peter Sayburn, will also become Deloitte partners and continue to lead the 

team operating under the Market Gravity brand. 

Market Gravity’s innovation and customer-led design skills, combined with Deloitte’s capacity for large 

scale digital transformation, will enable clients to reinvent their businesses for the future.** 

Rich Hurley, technology consulting partner at Deloitte, said: “Having already collaborated on a number 

of projects in the past, Deloitte and Market Gravity have a proven ability to work together. The team at 

Market Gravity have a unique combination of insight, commercial and design skills that give clients 

confidence to take a big idea and launch it to market – much quicker than previously possible. Their 

entrepreneurial spirit is evident in all their work, and something we know that all our clients will love.” 

Peter Sayburn, chief executive officer and founding partner at Market Gravity, said: “We are really 

excited to be joining forces with Deloitte. Excited about the growth opportunities it brings us as a 

business and the opportunities this creates for our clients around the world. Ultimately we’re extending 

our leadership in delivering big company innovation. Market Gravity’s impact, and the impact on our 

clients and their customers, will be bigger than ever before.” 

Richard Houston, UK and North West European managing partner for consulting at Deloitte, concludes: 

“Today’s acquisition is an exciting announcement for the continued growth of Deloitte’s consulting 

business. The Market Gravity team will help boost our creative consulting services and position us as a 

true market leader in helping clients create and launch innovative products and services. In an age of 

rapid technological change and disruption, together we can help clients innovate and succeed in the 

digital era.” 

*On 31 May 2017, Deloitte LLP acquired all of the shares of Market Gravity Limited and its 

subsidiaries, namely Market Gravity Proposition Design Canada Limited, Market Gravity PTE Ltd and 

Market Gravity Hong Kong Limited. 

 

Market Gravity will continue to operate in the UK, US and Canada, as part of Deloitte’s globally 
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connected network of member firms in those countries. 

 

**“Digital transformation” in this context refers to helping make fundamental changes to an 

organisation’s business, talent or commercial model(s), enabled by digital technology. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Trimble Acquires NM Group to Expand its Energy Portfolio to Provide Visual and 3D Asset 

Management 

30 May 2017 

Trimble announced today that it has acquired privately-held Network Mapping Group Limited (NM 

Group), headquartered in Knaresborough, United Kingdom. The acquisition expands Trimble's energy 

solutions portfolio to provide high-value data modeling and 3D visualization services for the utilities 

industry. Financial terms were not disclosed. 

Trimble provides scalable and robust enterprise solutions for supporting the asset management and 

operations processes of energy distribution utilities. Trimble's solutions enable asset managers and 

planners to optimize their network asset investments, construction projects and maintenance processes to 

drive improved ROI, electric supply reliability, regulatory compliance and customer satisfaction. In 

addition, Trimble's geospatial solutions for aerial, mobile and field data collection and data analytics are 

used globally to serve utilities with accurate and reliable information. 

NM Group is a leading data capture, modeling, engineering and analytical services and 3D visualization 

solutions provider for electricity network operators. NM Group combines multiple remote sensing 

techniques with unique data analysis capabilities to create a variety of information products such as 3D 

asset models, engineering assessments and vegetation risk analysis. These products are used by utility 

customers to improve and optimize their asset management decision making, operational efficiency and 

compliance. A key component in providing the value to customers is NM Group's Caydence® 3D 

visualization solution that distributes precise, easy-to-use network information throughout the 

organization. Key markets for NM Group include the United Kingdom, U.S., Canada, Australia and 

the Middle East. 

Visual and 3D asset management extends the traditional Enterprise Asset Management (EAM) solutions 

by providing utility professionals with intuitive and powerful software tools as well as visual, accurate 

and data-rich content for making informed decisions on assets and infrastructure. 

"Utilities are continuously striving to obtain reliable and up-to-date data, which they can base business 

decisions on while operating, maintaining and further developing their network infrastructure. Visual 

and 3D asset management is a growing market segment within the electric utility industry that allows 

customers to better understand and assess the state of their network assets," said Kai Lehtinen, general 

manager of Trimble's Energy Division. "This capability from the NM Group, together with existing 

Trimble competencies, will enrich our solutions for network operators by providing a highly accurate 

and dynamic visual context that optimizes decision making. We are committed to providing innovative 

solutions that enable electric utilities to transform their business processes to improve productivity, 

reliability, safety and compliance." 

"Our service portfolio and Caydence 3D visualization solution for asset management provides powerful 

tools to help increase network reliability and efficiency," said Kevin Jacobs, CEO NM Group. "We are 

delighted to be joining Trimble and look forward to continuing to spearhead asset management and 
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engineering solutions for network operators globally." 

The NM Group's business will be reported as part of Trimble's Resources and Utilities Segment. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Company News 

Atos Presents an Integrated Strategy to Embark on its 2019 Ambition's Next Chapter of Sustainable 

Growth 

31 May 2017 

Atos has just published its 2016 Corporate Responsibility Integrated Report for the third consecutive 

year, in accordance with the most demanding recommendations from the Global Reporting Initiative G4 

comprehensive option and the International Integrated Reporting Framework. 

The Global Reporting Initiative (GRI) is an international independent standards organization widely 

used for its sustainability reporting guidelines. Since 2014 Atos has successfully completed the GRI 

Content Index Service in accordance with the G4 comprehensive option. This ongoing commitment 

demonstrates Atos' world-class performance in corporate responsibility and recognizes Atos as a trusted 

business partner and as a responsible employer. 

In this integrated report, Atos describes how its Digital Transformation Factory[1] powers the digital 

transformation of its clients and is a value creation model for all stakeholders. This is the essence of 

Atos' new strategic 2019 Ambition plan: to help all our customers navigate towards digital 

transformation while providing them with enhanced security, greater computing power, application 

transformation and deeper collaboration while maintaining financial discipline and sustainable 

performance. 

Thierry Breton, Chairman and CEO of Atos, said: "Sustainability forms an integral part of a successful 

digital transformation journey creating lasting value for our clients and stakeholders and ensuring 

sustainable growth. I am proud of the major progress we have made in Corporate Responsibility. In 

2016, the Dow Jones Sustainability Index ranked Atos at Gold level as the most sustainable company in 

the IT services sector both in its World and Europe Index. We have cut our carbon intensity by 50% 

since 2012 which has led the CDP to rank us as best-in-class for reducing carbon emissions. All these 

results were displayed in our 2016 integrated Corporate Responsibility Report which ranked once again 

at the highest level of G4 comprehensive by the GRI." 

The 2016 Corporate Responsibility Report and the Registration Document are available for download on 

a dedicated microsite. As a reminder, Atos is addressing four challenges as a priority: 

 People: Being a responsible employer; 

 Business and Innovation: Generating value for clients through sustainable and innovative 

solutions; 

 Ethics and Supply Chain: Being an ethical and fair player within Atos' sphere of influence; 

 Environment: Managing the corporate environmental footprint.  

Main highlights of 2016: 
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 March: Atos received the best Risk Monitoring Award in 2016 by Crowe Horwath Global Risk 

Consulting, the IFACI and law firm Dechert; 

 April: Atos' 2015 Corporate Responsibility Integrated Report  received the Global Reporting 

Initiative's highest transparency and exhaustiveness recognition level (GRI G4 Comprehensive 

Option); 

 May: Atos was granted Gold status for its performance in sustainable development by EcoVadis; 

 September:  Atos is recognized as the best performer in the IT services sector by the Dow Jones 

Sustainability Index (2016 DJSI World) and in Europe (2016 DJSI Europe) (#1 at Gold level); 

 October: Atos hosted its annual Global Stakeholders meeting in Paris with a special session on 

Cognitive IT exploring its applications and ethical issues; 

 October: The Carbon Disclosure Project rated Atos as a world leader placing Atos on its 2016 

Climate "A" list; 

 October: Atos agreed in 2016 to form a partnership with the ENS (Ecole Normale Supérieure) 

Paris-Saclay and the CEA (the French Alternative Energies and Atomic Energy Commission) to 

create a digital chair; 

 November: Atos presented its 2019 Ambition to the financial community at its Investor Day 

including corporate responsibility components; 

 December: Journey 2020 publication sorted out to explore the emerging & evolving technologies 

that will shape the business by 2020. 

[1] In order to answer the holistic need of large organizations in their digital transformation, the Group 

designed a Digital Transformation Factory based on four end-to-end offers (Hybrid Cloud, SAP Hana, 

Digital Workplace, Atos Codex) relying on the joint skills and capabilities of all the Group divisions and 

the consistent sales organization focusing on its top clients. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Atos Switzerland Gets New CEO 

1 June 2017 

Atos Switzerland is getting a new CEO. Walter Kagi has stepped down after six years leading the Swiss 

operation and will hand it over to Eric Krapf.  Mr. Krapf joins Atos from Wipro, where he was country 

manager. Prior to that, Mr. Krapf worked as Head of Global Manufacturing at CSC and Head of 

Strategic Customers at Tata Consultancy Services.  

Krapf joins Atos from 01 June and will take over as CEO from 01 July. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Bamboo Rose Hires Key Execs from Microsoft, Li & Fung to Drive Revenue and Customer Success 

23 May 2017 

Bamboo Rose announced the hiring of Jon Baron, president, and Julie Chao, senior vice president of 

APAC, to execute the company’s aggressive growth plans.  

http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=wqP9THp9U2w8411QH4vcP4TqjpgwiZSmWg0yOJKrp2hwXm9eTw1Ymu8FCL4xCVEqBSIbjXIoOZ0Pthfy7J4YRIbQ1FqGMi1Lj6IJNMIJgcq7kmbERTEHzQlfKN_lkWtIQ8YCcs8iXuUFoKgbSzB3gYrlY588LOEUEIhDeW-UYnhHSESXgPOGZzHWtj6qXMNs
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http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=8Wmkk1DOVovBte1vOdWjwUjmL_rVAiPkXa3vMNKd3w7MxfhNvinhfbT1CoeXBDVzw-3R2R-Z_m-8k652tDUptDhluxffvXUU4vL6qOGq4XAh1JXvXPTc5BYcwAUP-wIab7wbQAJiI3U39u7mkZlYt8yK-GhQ4GbtavsnekMjNP1p3KUwy7KSJKPQliCHJfv63fgM-00kitNlaRad_tjHyySOwgfmRW9trc7DCYNO08oN9ufM6BI-FMeJ5grEa4FPBWyH-K13p4W28RGuN5ys1g%3D%3D
http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=8Wmkk1DOVovBte1vOdWjwUjmL_rVAiPkXa3vMNKd3w7MxfhNvinhfbT1CoeXBDVzw-3R2R-Z_m-8k652tDUptDhluxffvXUU4vL6qOGq4XAh1JXvXPTc5BYcwAUP-wIab7wbQAJiI3U39u7mkZlYt8yK-GhQ4GbtavsnekMjNP1p3KUwy7KSJKPQliCHJfv63fgM-00kitNlaRad_tjHyySOwgfmRW9trc7DCYNO08oN9ufM6BI-FMeJ5grEa4FPBWyH-K13p4W28RGuN5ys1g%3D%3D
http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=uIAxINDzOGke4QiV7JJV1y04Bfr1DbJLsC9WFdrpwGrdgnXz1mK04yc1n_dxpNhAtg95kLup6KLwhDsuGF57Wi0TAoLVFm38GUWfRXkBY26H2R2spSxyyP8_-iI5PEWx2bjvgEBBUI0GDTOd1DV4bOytqphcc1JxZP3i-YLAul6gH-rJ3oRVoydetBJohy8KZO2TuUaQXojqWbz4A5PDswm0LgjuN-kT39XFPGdoCBn-c-QGJSybA4qcfLydEWFi4DhmewYtQTcfUJsrpTh9PQ%3D%3D
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Baron has nearly 20 years of experience in sales, marketing and customer success, areas for which he 

will have global responsibility at Bamboo Rose. Baron replaces current President Brian Marsden, who 

will retire at the end of the year. Baron is a veteran of Microsoft, TagMan, and IgnitionOne where he 

held various C-level positions leading global digital marketing efforts. He helped drive these businesses 

from inception to over $1 billion in revenue. At TagMan, Baron created a new software category, one 

that Adobe, IBM, and Google replicated through acquisition or creating new business units.  

“Bamboo Rose understands and addresses the serious challenges that enterprise retailers face to stay 

relevant in a market that is constantly evolving at consumer speed. I’m honored to be spearheading 

Bamboo Rose’s efforts to help enterprise retailers and their suppliers thrive during tough times,” Baron 

commented.  

Also joining Bamboo Rose is Julie Chao, as the company’s senior vice president in Asia-Pacific. Chao is 

a Li & Fung veteran, where she worked closely with the world’s largest retailers and suppliers, leading 

one of the company’s ready-to-wear (RTW) divisions. While with Li & Fung, Chao transformed a small 

regional supporting team to a full-fledged direct sourcing organization and built the business to over 

$100 million within five years.  

“I am excited to be joining a progressive company like Bamboo Rose as it transforms how retailers, 

wholesalers, and suppliers create, manage and bring products to market. The focus in APAC will be to 

ensure we serve our agent, wholesale and retail customers while helping the supplier community be 

relevant 24×7 to their retail customers. Bamboo Rose is uniquely positioned to enable our customers to 

achieve their strategic and financial goals, and I am energized to be leading our business in the Asia-

Pacific region.” 

 Bamboo Rose CEO Sue Welch welcomed the new additions to the team, commenting, “It is a very 

exciting time in our company as we solidify our dominant position in providing the product platform 

that more than 150,000 people in 35,000 retail, supplier and trading partner companies use to discover, 

develop and deliver differentiated ideas and products to their customers. Jon and Julie’s backgrounds in 

high-growth SaaS and product development companies make them fantastic additions to our team as we 

continue our focus on growing delighted B2B digital communities across the globe.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Circular Economy: Partnership Deepens Between Groupe Renault and the Ellen MacArthur 

Foundation 

31 May 2017 

Groupe Renault and the Ellen MacArthur Foundation have deepened their ground-breaking partnership 

and embarked on a new series of commitments to the circular economy. Both partners believe in the 

benefits of transitioning from a linear economic model to a circular economy in order to preserve natural 

resources and ecosystems and secure the long-term future for companies like Renault. 

Jean-Philippe Hermine, Groupe Renault’s Vice President of Strategic Environmental Planning, said: 

“We are delighted to be renewing our partnership with the Ellen MacArthur Foundation. We have been 

working together for seven years and are now exploring how to embed circular economy in our 

international operations. Some of Renault’s future projects include studies into extending our European 

remanufacturing model into other regions of the world, such as India, Brazil, Morocco and China, as 

well as continuing its deployment over the lifecycle of electric vehicle batteries and new mobility 

solutions.” 
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Dame Ellen MacArthur, Founder of the Ellen MacArthur Foundation said: “Renault was involved right 

from the beginning of the Foundation’s journey – when the circular economy was just emerging as a 

coherent framework. Since then, Renault has put a circular economy approach into practice, 

demonstrating the economic rationale through many examples. I am delighted that Renault will be 

continuing this journey with us.” 

A special partnership to promote the circular economy 

Renault first joined forces with Dame Ellen MacArthur in 2007 and their partnership has provided a 

framework for the company’s commitment to reducing its environmental footprint across every stage of 

the lifecycle by increasingly embracing the circular economy. The Ellen MacArthur Foundation was 

launched in 2010 with Renault as a founding partner. 

Renault experts engage regularly speak and meet with members of the Ellen MacArthur Foundation to 

seek out new technical solutions, processes and circular economic models, to liaise on strategic planning 

and the Groupe’s rollout of the Competitive Circular Economy programme, as well as raising awareness 

among employees and shareholders. 

Renault is the first carmaker to incorporate the circular economy into manufacturing and shares with the 

Foundation its broad-based manufacturing and remanufacturing expertise and case studies to assist with 

promoting the circular economy among economic decision-makers. Renault contributes to the macro-

economic reports produced by the Ellen MacArthur Foundation containing economic research by 

consulting firm McKinsey & Company. These reports calculate the potential benefits of a transition to a 

circular economy and show how the model can adapt to the realities of a global economy. 

Click here to return to Contents 

CONTACT Software and invenio Virtual Technologies Partner for DMU 

30 May 2017 

In invenio Virtual Technologies (VT), the CONTACT Global Ecosystem has now gained yet another 

strong partner. Its open, modular system VT-DMU is regarded as the world's leading system in the field 

of digital mock-up and users include BMW and the whole of the Daimler group. 

CONTACT Software is making the invenio technology available to customers from the manufacturing 

industry in its 3D Connect visualization solution. This allows them to test and validate their products 

virtually on the basis of 3D CAD models and simulation models in the early phase of development. 

"DMU saves companies both time and money. They are able to reduce the time to market for new 

products because the construction of costly physical prototypes is now largely redundant," says 

CONTACT's Managing Director Karl Heinz Zachries. "This partnership now makes the most powerful 

DMU software, previously used only by large OEMs, available to our customers at a reasonable price." 

The DMU modules integrated in 3D Connect make different views of the form and functions of the 

complete product and its components available in CIM Database PLM. This provides the basis for 

engineers to carry out analyses such as the simulation of installation and removal, collision checks and 

clearance calculations, nearest neighbor searches, fill level analyses and much more. CONTACT thus 

allows its customers to design the interaction and dependencies between mechanical, electrical and 

software components as early as possible, to simulate them and to validate complex mechatronic 

products such as a vehicle or a production system in their entirety. 

"VT-DMU is the most commonly used solution in the automotive world and has proven to be the best in 
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its class many times over. This partnership now brings together two top technology companies, allowing 

us to break into new, international markets," says Hermann Gaigl, Managing Director of invenio Virtual 

Technologies. 

The company is part of the invenio group, who specialize in consulting and the provision of software 

and services for the engineering process. More than 1,300 employees support customers from the 

automotive industry, mechanical and plant engineering industries, medical engineering and household 

appliance industry at 21 locations worldwide. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Edgecam Partnership Gives Jobs Boost for Harlow College’s Talent Hotbed 

31 May 2017 

Harlow College says it has a hotbed of talent at its new Engineering Centre, and is training all its 

students on Edgecam software so they will have a practical advantage in the jobs market.  

The College’s Advanced Manufacturing Centre opened earlier this year, and the £11m investment 

included five CNC machining centres and lathes along with the independent CAM software, Edgecam, 

to drive them. Principal Tutor Mark Howland says they looked at a number of systems, and Edgecam 

was the best one for meeting their overall needs. 

“It was clear from the initial demonstration that it has both powerful milling and turning capabilities, 

and wasn’t going to be a headache moving on from CAD to CAM. There’s nothing in it that’s scary for 

the students.” 

Simon Boyce, Harlow College’s Head of Marketing, says it’s essential their students become work-

ready, so they can enter the workplace with the right skills. “We identified Edgecam as a software 

solution that is used extensively throughout industry for 3- and 5-axis milling, and for turning. When the 

students progress into work, they’ll be fully trained on it, and be able to hit the ground running.” And 

with CAD/CAM and computers playing an increasingly important role in engineering and 

manufacturing, more girls are now taking a growing interest in it as a career. 

The new 2,000 square-metre centre focuses on key engineering areas including advanced manufacturing, 

operational maintenance, aerospace, and civil engineering, running a variety of B-Tech, Diploma, and 

NVQ level 2 and 3 courses.  

The college has a number of technical partners, including Edgecam for the software and DMG MORI 

for machine tools. The workshop currently comprises a DMU 50 5-axis machining centre with 

Heidenhain control, NLX 1500 SY turning centre with Mitsubishi control, ecoMill 600 vertical 

machining centre with a Siemens control, and a 450 ecoTurn turning centre with Mitsubishi control and 

tool presetter…along with a sliding head Sprint which is due to come online later this year.  

“Each of those uses a different post processor language, but with Edgecam we can upload machine-

ready NC code seamlessly to them all.”  

They have also retained the range of manual machines they had in their old workshop, to give the 

students initial experience before moving on to CNC.  

With the College being located in the London to Cambridge corridor close to Stanstead Airport there are 

a number of specialist manufacturers which he says are crying out for skilled engineers.  
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As most companies now use CNC machine tools, Mark Howland says the time was right for the College 

to begin offering practical CAM modules in their courses. “Previously the students only had practical 

experience of manual machining, and we just looked in theory at how CAD linked to CAM. Now we 

can demonstrate Edgecam, and the students learn it hands-on.” 

Edgecam’s Technical Partnership Manager, Wesley Tonks, says: “The centre provides Vero Software 

with the opportunity to develop the UK’s technical skills base. In collaboration with Sandvik Coromant 

and DMG Mori we can ensure these young engineers are equipped with the practical knowledge for 

industrial manufacturing challenges in the future.” 

The new centre was opened by the Rt Hon Robert Halfon MP, Minister of State for Apprenticeships and 

Skills, following full consultation with local employers, as to what they were looking for.  

Mark Howland explains that as well as training apprentices, the centre is also operating on a commercial 

basis for companies to undertake Research and Development: “For a manufacture to take a machine 

offline for R & D purposes means it’s not producing a part or component, so it’s losing money. Because 

we have industry-standard machine tools, programmed by the Edgecam advanced software, we can 

charge companies to use them both for R & D, and even for short production runs. And our students can 

operate the machines for them, so they’re also gaining valuable practical experience of working on real 

products required by industry.” 

And the college is also confident of a possible commercial spinoff from one of the students’ coursework 

design and manufacturing projects. “They’re designing skateboards, including off-road skateboards with 

larger wheels. We 3D print the prototype to prove the designs, and they then go through Edgecam to 

create the toolpaths for machining.” College Principal Karen Spencer is hopeful of creating a business 

carrying out design, manufacturing and sales, giving the students the entire industry experience. 

Simon Boyce adds: “It’s an essential part of our strategy to ensure the students are completely work-

ready when they leave the college. Having industry-standard machine tools programmed by Edgecam 

may give them a distinct advantage over students from other institutions who are applying for the same 

jobs.” 

And the last word goes to Harlow College Principal and Chief Executive, Karen Spencer: “Our new 

centre here at Harlow College develops the skills of students to use the latest advanced technologies, 

giving them a competitive advantage to get the best careers.  

“Vero Software and Edgecam are world leading – we therefore selected them as a technical partner to 

ensure our students get real cutting edge industry experience.”  

Click here to return to Contents 

Huawei Receives Prestigious SAP HANA® Innovation Award 

31 May 2017 

Huawei received an Honorable Mention in the Special Award category of the SAP HANA® Innovation 

Awards 2017 at SAPPHIRE NOW®, the world’s premier business technology event and largest SAP 

customer-run conference held in Orlando, USA, May 16-18. 

Huawei was honored with the prestigious award in recognition of its leadership and contribution toward 

the SAP HANA platform and technology solutions. Specifically, SAP presented the award for Huawei’s 

RH5885H V3 appliance, which enabled Fonterra, the world's largest exporter of dairy products, to 
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deploy an efficient financial and supply chain management system based on SAP HANA. 

SAP HANA is an industry-leading in-memory database platform that can be deployed on premise or in 

the cloud. It is designed to run massive amounts of transactional and analytical data in real-time. 

In 2016, Huawei and SAP teamed up with Datacom New Zealand to help Fonterra implement a simple-

to-use, highly scalable and efficient financial and supply chain management system based on SAP 

HANA. Using Huawei's RH5885H V3 appliance and SAP HANA at the core of the network, the 

solution delivers the ease and speed that Fonterra needed for real-time payment analysis, efficient 

account checking and insightful decision making. The RH5885H V3 appliance solution is unique in that 

it uses Huawei's ES3000 PCIe SSD card for SAP HANA database acceleration by three times. 

The fully certified RH5885H V3 appliance solution is expertly operated and supported by Datacom New 

Zealand, enabling Fonterra to process any workload and respond rapidly to changing business demands. 

By incorporating a highly reliable production and disaster recovery platform, Fonterra's system data is 

highly secure. The partnership with Datacom New Zealand has minimized service downtime and 

maximized overall system performance, thereby taking Fonterra to a new level of business agility and 

productivity. 

"Huawei is honored to receive this prestigious award from SAP," said Qiu Long, President of Huawei IT 

Server Product Line. "Winning the SAP HANA Innovation Award is a testament to Huawei's 

technological prowess and strong commitment toward innovating with SAP HANA. It also highlights 

the strong relationship between Huawei, SAP and our partner ecosystem, and how we are determined to 

deliver the best solutions to customers like Fonterra.” 

“Huawei continues to make strong progress in this market, and this award is recognition for all the hard 

work and partnerships we have made,” said Ryan Mao, GM of Huawei New Zealand’s Enterprise 

Business Group. 

“Looking forward, Fonterra is planning to implement another joint solution from Huawei and Datacom 

that runs on SAP HANA. The new solution will support critical decision making through ‘agile’ 

analytics for aggregating dynamic business data from multiple clouds and non-traditional sources,” 

explained Andrew Faid, Technical Lead of SAP Projects, Global Information and Solutions Group, 

Fonterra. 

The innovations and contributions made by Huawei towards the SAP HANA platform have provided 

increased value to its customers and established Huawei as a reliable partner in management systems 

running on SAP HANA. To date, Huawei and SAP have forged strategic alliances and collaboratively 

built solutions that have been applied to government, finance, energy, manufacturing, transportation and 

other industries in more than 40 countries. 

Looking forward, Huawei plans to continue collaborating with SAP on SAP HANA high-performance 

computing, cloud and IoT, as well as on innovations for industry-specific solutions, with the goal of 

helping enterprises achieve business success through digital transformation. 

Click here to return to Contents 

interRel Achieves Oracle Cloud Select Status 

30 May 2017 

interRel Consulting, Oracle's Global Cloud Partner of the Year for BI & EPM, is now a Cloud Select 
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Partner with the Oracle PartnerNetwork (OPN). This achievement distinguishes the company from other 

partners at the Cloud Standard level by proving its expertise in Oracle Cloud services and for 

designating teams to focus specifically on driving Oracle Cloud business. 

To attain this designation, interRel has worked with over 10 companies to implement multiple Oracle 

Cloud products, including ARCS, EPBCS, FCCS, OAC, and PBCS. The company has also secured 

Cloud specializations for Hyperion Planning and Oracle Business Intelligence Foundation Suite 11g, 

and has multiple applications on the Oracle Cloud Marketplace. Further differentiating itself in the 

Oracle realm, interRel has achieved 100% Oracle BI & EPM Cloud specialization throughout its entire 

organization – the only company to reach this distinction among the 25,000 Oracle partner companies 

worldwide. 

"interRel has been a dedicated Oracle / Hyperion partner for twenty years and I'm delighted they are 

bringing all of that expertise to the cloud," said Matt Bradley, Senior Vice President of EPM Product 

Development at Oracle. "Congratulations on achieving Cloud Select status." 

interRel, an Oracle Platinum Partner since 2010, has innovated the sales method for Oracle Cloud by 

having a dedicated sales team member and offering strategic assessments to help customers determine 

the correct path and best practices before recommending products. Continuing their thought leadership, 

interRel released a white paper on the findings of the State of Business Analytics survey, which 

identifies five key disruptors in the world of financial close, planning, and reporting. 

Committed to sharing knowledge on Oracle Cloud products, interRel offers numerous free resources, 

including its video education platform, Play it Forward, multi-track Oracle EPM/BI roadshows across 

North America, and twice-weekly webcasts. In the last year, interRel added the first-ever EPM Cloud 

books to its best-selling technical reference series, "Look Smarter Than You Are with Hyperion."  

Click here to return to Contents 

openBoM Acquires Coveted DS SOLIDWORKS Corp. Certified Solution Partner Status 

29 May 2017 

openBoM offers DS SOLIDWORKS users an alternative to the pain involved with BOM spreadsheets. 

openBoM, integrated with DS SOLIDWORKS, streamlines the CAD to BOM process by establishing a 

new agile paradigm. Users make simultaneous changes to a BOM without blocking each other helping 

eliminate delays and costly disruptions. A typical use-case example is openBoM speeding up 

collaboration between engineering and procurement by allowing people to stay on the same BOM 

without exchanging emails with BOM spreadsheet attachments. 

Features which make openBoM popular with DS SolidWorks users include:  

 Access and manage all openBoM BOMs in a single browser based dashboard; 

 Track BOM records and create and manage BOM revisions; 

 View history of changes to a BOM and generate change reports; 

 Flexible BOM configuration with fully customizable properties; 

 BOM sharing & collaboration with team, manufacturers and suppliers; 

 Simultaneous BOM editing across organizational and geographic boundaries; 

http://www.interrel.com/soba
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 Track part usage across multiple BOMs with intelligent “Where used” queries; 

 Multi-level BOM support with intelligent “Composed of” queries; 

 Create and maintain Part Catalogs (Inventories); 

 Export BOM to Excel, PDF and CSV; and 

 Integration with MCAD and ECAD tools to manage BOM changes from different CAD systems. 

“We welcome openBoM as a SOLIDWORKS certified Solution Partner and look forward to helping 

make our users aware of BOM management that can expand their value chains and facilitate 

collaboration across distributed engineering and manufacturing environments,” said Nicholas Iwaskow, 

Director of Alliances & Partnerships at DS SOLIDWORKS.  

“We are proud to have earned the DS SOLIDWORKS Certified Solution Partner status. And we look 

forward to offering SOLIDWORKS users better integration and BOM capabilities made possible by our 

unique cloud-based technologies integrated with CAD and PDM products,” remarked Oleg Shilovitsky, 

CEO and Co-founder of openBoM. 

Click here to return to Contents 

VOQUZ and Tech Mahindra Announce Reseller Agreement in Brazil 

30 May 2017 

The VOQUZ Group, a German system integrator and provider of software asset management solutions 

for SAP, today announces a new reseller partnership with Tech Mahindra Brazil. As part of the 

agreement, Tech Mahindra will be reselling VOQUZ’ flagship product samQ throughout Brazil. 

samQ is a SAM tool (software asset management) for managing and optimizing SAP licenses across 

multiple systems. The add-on allows an automatic allocation of SAP user licenses based on a user’s 

actual behavior. This way, companies gain overall transparency of their license distribution across all 

connected SAP systems. In addition, samQ is a cost-efficient and time-saving tool to detect indirect 

usage of SAP data. 

“We are very excited to announce this partnership. Tech Mahindra is a very strong partner in Brazil, 

who is an expert for SAP services and business solutions,” says Sebastian Schoofs, Executive Director 

at VOQUZ. “Partnering with Tech Mahindra is a great opportunity to help even more SAP user 

companies to optimize their SAP licensing and cut down costs on over-spending.” 

“The partnership with VOQUZ and its toolsamQ will provide our customers with a differentiated service 

and add value to our offerings and open the possibility of bringing new brands to the list of customers of 

Tech Mahindra," says Alexandre Castro, affirmed Head of Pre Sales. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Zero Wait-State Now Offering Vulnerability Assessment Services for Oracle Agile PLM 

31 May 2017 

Zero Wait-State (ZWS) today announced Bob McDuffee, System Engineer, has achieved certification as 

a Certified Ethical Hacker (CEH) from the International Council of E-Commerce Consultants (EC-

Council). The EC-Council is one of the world’s largest cyber security technical certification bodies and 
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is ANSI 17024 accredited. Mr. McDuffee’s certification provides a critical vulnerability assessment 

offering to the company’s Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) services portfolio. 

The EC-Council defines a Certified Ethical Hacker as “a skilled professional who understands and 

knows how to look for weaknesses and vulnerabilities in target systems and uses the same knowledge 

and tools as a malicious hacker, but in a lawful and legitimate manner to assess the security posture of a 

target system(s). The CEH credential certifies individuals in the specific network security discipline of 

Ethical Hacking from a vendor-neutral perspective.” 

Steve Porter, CEO of Zero Wait-State, commented, “This certification highlights our commitment to 

protect our customers’ information and to share our expertise with our clients.  ZWS can provide a broad 

and deep level of expertise around the systems companies use to vault valuable product data.  It is 

critical when companies choose partners that they can offer this level of expertise.” 

Bob McDuffee, System Engineer at Zero Wait-State, added, “Security has become a critical component 

of all systems and networks. ZWS is committed to maintaining the highest standards of in-house and 

client security. This certification formalizes our security efforts and brings not only the necessary tools 

and techniques needed in today’s hacker-prone environment, but affords a differentiating level of 

credibility to our security practice that is not available from our competitors.” 

Mr. McDuffee is currently responsible for implementation, maintenance, and troubleshooting Oracle 

Agile PLM systems at ZWS. With this new certification, he will also be providing Security Assessment 

Services for Oracle Agile PLM systems. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Events News 

GoEngineer Presents Desktop Metal - Open House Event, Santa Clara, CA 

31 May 2017 

Be the first to see the Studio System from Desktop Metal - office-friendly, affordable Metal 3D Printing 

- using bound metal deposition and designed for engineers. Also, see the only end-to-end 3D solution for 

metal printing. 

Mon, June 19, 2017 

10:30 AM – 2:30 PM PDT 

GoEngineer – Santa Clara, CA 

Click here to return to Contents 

IoT Tech Expo: T-Systems, Microsoft, Sigfox, Coca-Cola, Lufthansa, Nestlé, BMW & Visa lead 

Speaker Line-up for Europe’s largest IoT event - Opens This Week 

30 May 2017 

Europe’s leading IoT event; the IoT Tech Expo Europe will open its door to 5,000 attendees this week 

(1-2 June) where it will host 2 co-located events covering Blockchain and AI, 10 conference tracks 

covering the entire ecosystem, 250+ speakers, an exhibition of 150+ companies showcasing the latest 

innovations and the IoT meetup. Industries covered include manufacturing, healthcare, logistics, 
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transport, government, utilities, insurance, finance, and automotive. 

Across the 10 conference tracks, you will be able to see a range of industry leading speakers including: 

 Stefan Gubi, Senior VP Cross Industries & IoT, T-Systems 

 Thomas Brenner, VP, Digital Life & Research, BMW Group 

 Ralf Hagen, Engineering Manager MES/E&A, Nestlé 

 Aurelius Wosylus, Director Sales & Partners Germany, Sigfox 

 Peter Hoffmeister, Senior Director of the IoT Technical Sales, Microsoft 

 Serdar Gürbüz, Digital Innovation Manager, Turkish Airlines 

 Niko Hossain, Senior PM / Deputy Head of Automation & Digitization, Lufthansa Cargo 

 Kai Gait, Senior Global Digital Director, GlaxoSmithKline 

 Jonathan Vaux, Executive Director - Innovation & Partnerships, Visa Europe 

 Christine Billaud, Director Business Tech - Connected Solutions, Volvo CE 

 Derek Myers, Group Director, Channel Strategy & Development, Coca-Cola 

 Andreas Mrozek, Global Head, Marine & Terminal Operations (OPS), Hamburg Sud 

 Christian Tordo, Deputy Mayor, Economic Development & Digital Innovation, City of Nice 

 Jesus Ruiz, Director of Innovation, Banco Santander 

 Raphael Rollier, Head of Smart City Program, SwissCom 

 Achim Jedelsky, Head of Processes/IT, Daimler Real Estate 

 Leon Zucchini, Data Science Strategy, Airbus, 

 Jacob Bejoy, Head of Group Treasury Operations, Deutsche Post DHL 

 Dr. Andreas Braun, Global Data & Analytics, Allianz SE 

In additional to the stellar speaker line-up, the exhibition will feature drones, VR demos, 3D printers, 

AI, smart home demos and more, in addition to the IoT meetup and evening of networking drinks. 

There are a range of ticket types for you to get involved with at the IoT Tech Expo Europe in Berlin this 

week! Find out more and register here. 

To learn more about the IoT Tech Expo World Series, visit the corresponding sites: 

IoT Tech Expo Europe – 1-2nd June, Estrel, Berlin 

IoT Tech Expo North America – 29-30th November, Santa Clara, Silicon Valley 

IoT Tech Expo Global – 18-19th April 2018, Olympia, London 

Click here to return to Contents 

Missler Software Switzerland Annual Customer Conference: Report 

29 May 2017 
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The annual TopSolid customer conference took place on 11 May 2017. The Brünigpark in Lungern on 

the Brünig Pass, a large modern event park buried deep in the rocks, offered the very special setting. 

Marc Choquin, director of Commercial Communications at Missler Software, and all the team of 

Missler Software Switzerland welcomed more than one hundred customers. They were guided through a 

varied and informative day by Manfred Sac, the managing director of Missler Software Switzerland AG. 

The highlight of the meeting was the new features in TopSolid version 7.11. The new key features of 

TopSolid-CAD, TopSolid-CAM and NCDManager were presented by the TopSolid team to the 

participants in various workshops.  Simon Pravda from Stöger Automation, a TopSolid user, explained 

the value and functionality of Volumill. In addition, the new tools that simplify collaboration between 

customers and TopSolid support were introduced. The TopSolid information section was supplemented 

by Marc Zimmermann, CEO of Femec AG, who gave an illustrated presentation on 3D metal printing. 

The participants were able to linger in a workshop displaying various shotguns.  

It was a wholly successful customer conference which was highly praised by the participants. 

Click here to return to Contents 

PROS Holdings, Inc. to Present at Stifel 2017 Technology, Internet & Media Conference 

30 May 2017 

PROS today announced that PROS President and CEO Andres Reiner, and Vice President of Finance 

and Corporate Development James Denena, will present at the Stifel 2017 Technology, Internet & 

Media Conference. The San Francisco event will be held at the Fairmont Hotel. Reiner and Denena are 

scheduled to speak on Tuesday, June 6, 2017, at 9:10 a.m. PDT. 

The audio presentation will be webcast live and will be available by visiting the “Investor Relations” 

section of the company’s website. 

Click here to return to Contents 

SAP to Showcase Digital Innovation at SAP Leonardo Live Event 

31 May 2017 

SAP today announced that registration is available for its first-ever global digital innovation conference, 

SAP Leonardo Live. With technologies like Internet of Things (IoT), machine learning, blockchain, Big 

Data and analytics converging to dramatically transform the way people live and work, the SAP event 

will showcase leading innovations, industry expertise and best-practice business cases from around the 

globe. SAP Leonardo Live will take place on July 11 and 12 at the Kap Europa Congress Center in 

Frankfurt, Germany.   

“We are assembling the world’s leading companies, technology vendors and industry visionaries to 

examine both the enormous potential and the tangible business value that can be achieved through 

digital innovation,” said Mala Anand, EVP, President, SAP Leonardo. “SAP Leonardo Live will set an 

industry standard for peer-to-peer networking, creating a productive environment for learning, 

exchanging ideas and thinking big about digital innovation.”  

Recently launched at SAPPHIRE NOW 2017 as SAP’s new digital innovation system, SAP Leonardo 

brings together differentiating software capabilities in machine learning, the Internet of Things (IoT), 

Big Data, analytics and blockchain on SAP Cloud Platform together with SAP experience, deep process 
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and industry knowledge, and advanced design thinking methodology. With dozens of industry awards 

and recognitions, each of these areas of SAP’s portfolio can add tremendous value for our customers on 

their digital journey — but the real power is when they all work together. 

SAP Leonardo is built on SAP Cloud Platform and harnesses SAP’s deep process and industry expertise, 

extensive software portfolio and expertise in emerging technologies to help customers manage digital 

business transformation.  While many organizations see the potential of faster innovation and higher 

profitability from adopting digital business models, they often lack clarity on where to begin and how to 

integrate new approaches within their existing business. At SAP Leonardo Live, SAP will convene its 

powerful community of customers, partners and the industry’s leading voices to help attendees see and 

understand how to adopt digital innovation that can scale across the entire organization. 

“At SAP Leonardo Live, attendees can learn from experts who have already started their digital 

transformation and are already using cutting edge technologies in their businesses,” said Dr. Tanja 

Rueckert, President, IoT and Digital Supply Chain, SAP. “Companies of all sizes from diverse industries 

around the world will be on hand to share best practices, lessons learned, industry knowledge and 

business expertise. Attendees can experience these new technologies through hands-on workshops and 

discover how SAP solutions can enable new digital models.” 

The two-day event will connect leaders of the business world on one central stage, featuring more than 

50 companies from all over the world to discuss their digital innovation strategies.  Agenda highlights of 

SAP Leonardo Live include: 

 A comprehensive overview of our SAP Leonardo digital innovation portfolio and its concrete 

benefits for business 

 Best practices from SAP customers in multiple industries, including Adidas, Hewlett Packard 

Enterprise, Hilti, KAESER Kompressoren SE, and Stara 

 Compelling use cases powered by SAP Leonardo to improve the way it makes, designs, plans, 

delivers and maintains products and assets across a global network 

 Exclusive peer-to-peer discussions and networking with thought leaders and business and 

technology experts 

 Design thinking experts to demonstrate how new technologies like machine learning, IoT, 

analytics can work seamlessly together for your organization. 

For more information, check out the SAP Leonardo Live website and follow the event 

on Twitter / LinkedIn and at the official hashtag, #leonardolive, for more updates. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Implementation Investments 

AS ONE Leverages Oracle Database Cloud to Publish Inventory Data to 4,300 Dealers in Real Time 

22 May 2017 

Oracle today announced that AS ONE Corporation has released APIs using Oracle Database Exadata 

Express Cloud Service, which provides Oracle's latest database, Oracle Database 12c Release 2, in the 

cloud. With these offerings, AS ONE will be able to provide its 4,300 dealerships with real-time 

https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=B9qmqHacZ0mkkVoHdMfVQ3dF8ZbhpHbrYPweI9c9MNGNKTnJDDeCqSWt2LKFALL2UpKYG2IA6QrZdsOXiYxZCg==
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information for over 300,000 inventory datasets. Prior to the investment in Oracle’s solutions, the data 

could only be published once a day. 

AS ONE is a general trading company of scientific instruments, as well as industrial, physics and 

chemistry equipment, that provides hospital and nursing care products. It offers more than 1.4 million 

items of product information through catalogs and the company's Web shop—AXEL—and sells 

products through a delivery system that connects users with dealers and manufacturers. AS One had 

been looking for a mechanism for real-time external collaboration of over 300,000 inventory data sets 

with minimum load and processing time. 

In July 2014, the company consolidated the database infrastructure—which originally existed in six 

disparate systems—into Oracle Exadata. According to AS ONE, the integration reduced the operation 

time by five times and improved the processing performance up to 20 times. Oracle Database Exadata 

Express Cloud Service serves as an effective approach to access real-time data, and the Oracle Exadata 

and Oracle REST Data Services can easily develop REST API of Oracle Database to AS One’s 4,300 

dealerships. Initially, AS One plans to leverage the solution for dealership data reference, and eventually 

expand to include functions such as delivery date reply and order reception. In addition, AS One will 

leverage chatbot technology to implement inventory inquiries via a business chat application. 

System integration in this project was handled by Kanden System Solutions Co., Inc. 

Additionally, AS One also implemented Oracle Data Visualization Service to visualize 1.4 million data 

points at the core of the system. 

"AS ONE is a general trading company of catalogs and web based physics and chemistry equipment, 

founded in 1933. It provides creative value in advanced IT and logistics in the research, industry and 

medical fields. It opened an office in Shanghai, China in 2007 and opened its base in Santa Clara, 

California in 2017. In addition to catalogs, AS ONE’s sales channels expanded to e-commerce. As the 

number of products to be handled continues to increase, Oracle Database Exadata Express Cloud 

Service helped realize a mechanism to link inventory information to external sites with REST API in a 

short period of time. After publishing the API to dealers in the short term, data can be obtained 

automatically in real time,” said Mr. Tomohiro Fukuda, General Manager, IT Department, AS ONE 

Corporation  

Click here to return to Contents 

DeLaval Chooses CXO-Cockpit to Leverage Their SAP BPC Intelligence With a Single Digital 

Performance Reporting Platform 

30 May 2017 

DeLaval has selected CXO-Cockpit to replace their Excel-based management reporting processes with a 

digital performance reporting platform that eliminates human error, speeds up the reporting process and 

presents SAP BPC data through dynamic reporting dashboards. 

CXO-Cockpit, global provider of integrated Strategic Performance Reporting solutions for leading 

Enterprise Performance Management (EPM) systems, is proud to announce Delaval as a member of the 

fast-growing global CXO-Cockpit User Community. 

"With CXO-Cockpit, we established a shared single view of our KPI's, speeding up our reporting and 

decision-making process, based on a centrally governed reporting process that eliminated the risks of 

data manipulation and multiple versions of the data through a direct connection to our SAP BPC data," 
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says Niklas Listermark, Financial Controller at Delaval. 

"The direct connection to SAP BPC enables us to leverage the structures, hierarchies and meta-data 

from SAP BPC to the CXO-Cockpit reporting platform," Torgny Runhall, SAP BPC Consultant at 

Delaval, continues. "We no longer need to re-create this intelligence for reporting purposes." 

As of March 2017, CXO-Cockpit has been fully operational within Delaval and is broadly used among 

the finance office and senior management. Ronald Wissink, CEO of CXO Solutions:"CXO-Cockpit was 

designed by finance professionals for finance professionals to enable them to effectively manage their 

enterprise performance. With CXO-Cockpit, the Delaval finance team can create and manage the 

performance reporting process themselves, including the commentary collection and management, 

without IT dependency." 

Click here to return to Contents 

Gerdau Selects OMS+ From DataXstream 

30 May 2017 

DataXstream, the designer and seller of OMS+, a fully integrated Order Management solution, 

announced today that Gerdau has selected DataXstream's OMS+ application for its sales operations. The 

solution extends the SAP® ERP application and provides traditional and advanced order management 

capabilities. Built on the SAP NetWeaver® technology platform, DataXstream's OMS+ application 

deploys easily through SAP's Cloud Platform technology and features real time inventory visibility 

across the supply chain. DataXstream's solution helps organizations leverage live reporting of their 

business activities – an invaluable benefit for operations and management reporting. 

 

"Service is one of the main pillars of Gerdau's value proposition. We continually strive to provide a 

higher level of service and solutions - and we accomplish this with the enhanced sales order system," 

said Rob Thompson, Vice President of Sales and Marketing. "This solution will enable Gerdau to be 

more proactive in not only addressing challenges, but helping to avoid them altogether. Of the many 

benefits of the DataXstream tool, employees will enjoy its ease of use, flexibility and access to real time 

information. Our people will be more productive and deliver value faster and more effectively to our 

customers." 

 

DataXstream's OMS+ application for SAP® ERP provides complete back office connectivity as well as 

comprehensive functionality for sales locations such as support for sales and complex pricing. The 

system also supports better customer service through increased visibility to customer history and product 

availability, which is a common need in long steel environments. 

 

"A key consideration for Gerdau when selecting DataXstream's OMS+ solution is that it extends their 

existing SAP ERP application environment and it integrates seamlessly with SAP ERP." – 

DataXstream's Tim Yates, Chief Architect for DataXstream. 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Product News 

Altair Releases FluxMotor: New Software Tool Delivers Fast and Accurate e-machine Performance 

1 June 2017 

Altair announces the release of FluxMotor™, a dedicated platform focusing on the pre-design of electric 

rotating machines. FluxMotor is part of Altair’s HyperWorks® CAE Suite, which includes Flux™ the 

leading software for low frequency electromagnetic and thermal simulations. The software tool allows 

users to design and create machines from standard or customized parts, as well as to intuitively add 

windings and materials to run a selection of tests and compare machine capacity. 

“FluxMotor is an easy-to-use and efficient dedicated predesign tool, targeting designers from all sectors 

related to the electric motors field,” says Grégory Michaud, Electromagnetic Engineer at SoftBank 

Robotics, who was involved in the testing phase of the new software together with the development 

team. 

Appealing to a broad range of users such as designers and manufacturers of electrical rotating motors, 

the software allows motor specialists to define machines and assess their technical-economic potential 

within minutes.  FluxMotor's efficient working environment ensures a better visualization of machine 

performances, enabling fast and accurate computations which can easily be connected to Flux finite 

element software and other tools within the HyperWorks suite for more advance studies, including 

multiphysics optimization capabilities. 

Benefits of FluxMotor software: 

 Dynamic libraries offer standard or customized options ready to be used to compose motors. 

 Facilitated project management, allow a quick access to past studies and to manage the full range 

of products. 

 Computing methods wisely using the high power of finite element modeling. 

 Automatically driven workflow offering an efficient user-oriented environment to different level 

of users. 

Capabilities of FluxMotor: 

 A design environment, with dedicated interface, helps motorists to finalize machine, step by step 

within minutes. 

 4 different winding modes help users to find the right winding architecture. 

 Parts Library focuses on the visualization and choice of parts; standard libraries are available. 

 Standard parts, magnets and slots can be edited and customized for unlimited configuration. 

 Comprehensive and scalable material database. 

 Automated standard and relevant tests ready to be performed. 

 The motor catalogue environment allows easy management of motors and projects, helping the 

user to classify the machine and offers a quick access to past studies. 

“We wanted to develop an easy to use software without compromising on accuracy. FluxMotor helps 
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reduce computing time to a minimum while still maintaining accurate results,” explains Fabrice Marion, 

Program Manager for FluxMotor at Altair. 

If you would like to learn more about FluxMotor, please visit the website or register for the introductory 

webinar on Tuesday, June 13th at 10am EDT (4pm CEST). 

Click here to return to Contents 

ANSYS Self-Heat, Power Integrity and Electromigration Solutions Enabled On Samsung's Latest 

FinFET Technology 

24 May 2017 

Customers of Samsung Electronics and ANSYS are empowered to create the next generation of robust 

and reliable electronic devices thanks to Samsung's certification and enablement of ANSYS solutions. 

This certification of self-heat for 10nm chip technologies and enablement of electromigration (EM) and 

voltage drop (IR) for the latest 7LPP/8LPP technologies reduces customers' design risk while providing 

the highest robustness and reliability to their high-performance computing, mobile and automotive 

applications. 

For those applications where reliability over time is an absolute requirement, ANSYS solutions perform 

a variety of analyses of the Systems on Chips (SoCs), including extraction, power and reliability, signal 

and power integrity, and thermal reliability over the chip's expected life. ANSYS and Samsung 

collaborated on this certification and enablement process to provide customers with the most reliable 

solutions to develop innovative, reliable products faster while minimizing design costs and risk. 

"Self-heat and thermal analyses are absolute requirements for automotive and high-performance 

computing applications," said Suk Won Kim, vice president of the Design Technology Team at 

Samsung Electronics. "We collaborated with ANSYS to enable their solutions for Samsung Foundry's 

leading-edge process platforms, empowering customers to create the most robust and reliable SoCs." 

"Our collaboration with Samsung Foundry on the certification of ANSYS self-heat for 10nm chip 

technologies and enablement of EM/IR technology for their latest FinFET process technology platforms 

empower mutual customers to develop robust and reliable SoCs," said John Lee, general manager at 

ANSYS. "This certification and enablement prepares customers to build next-generation automotive and 

high-performance computing products with the required robustness, reliability and safety." 

Click here to return to Contents 

BETA CAE Systems Announces the Release of the New Software RETOMO 

31 May 2017 

RETOMO addresses the need of contemporary industry to embed new approaches, such as Computer 

Tomography (CT) and the integration of its data into the CAE process. 

This new software couples simulation and physical objects even for high-end complex, multi-material 

structures. RETOMO enables the correlation of CT with CAE and CAD data, by applying high-end 

methods to read, process, reduce, reconstruct, visualize CT images, and output them as tessellated 

models. 

It incorporates functionality to import, interpret, analyze, and visualize industrial and scientific 
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Computed Tomography (CT) data. Detailed tessellated models are generated, producing one or more 

files, one for each material, containing the FE-model in WaveFront format (*.obj), ready for pre-

processing. 

RETOMO has been designed to offer a minimal and intuitive interface having all tools and functions 

grouped together in such a way that the user can directly access to any of those as well as interact with 

the model during the analysis of the process. 

It offers efficient capabilities for handling Multi-material objects. A solid transparent 3D volume 

rendering allows the clear visualization of materials, and supports the instantaneous changes in number 

of materials or inter-material thresholds. Multiple materials can also be handled simultaneously during 

the image segmentation. 

RETOMO can generate separate meshes for all materials in the scan in a single pass. Powerful mesh 

processing tools allow users to proceed with mesh smoothing and simplification leading to more 

convenient model import and handling despite the number of datasets. Sophisticated algorithms allow 

users to work on big databases, without sacrificing the resulting quality. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Customers Rapidly Adopting Oracle’s New Security Cloud Services 

12 May 2017 

Oracle announced that Oracle’s Identity-based, Security Operations Center (SOC) cloud services 

portfolio is experiencing exceptional growth, well surpassing 1 million users since its launch just six 

months ago. Oracle’s Identity SOC framework provides next-generation, integrated and intelligent 

security monitoring, threat detection, analytics and remediation across heterogeneous, hybrid clouds—

powered by comprehensive identity context and enforcement. Edgile, Levi Strauss & Company, 

Marlette Funding, New Mexico Human Services Department, Nomis Solutions, Ooyala, Pragmatyxs and 

UBI Banca are among the many organizations around the world who have chosen Oracle’s 

comprehensive security cloud services portfolio to address complex security and management 

challenges across their hybrid IT environments.  

“As organizations continue their journey to the cloud, they are looking for an integrated, intelligent and 

comprehensive security platform that can manage, better secure and automate processes across hybrid IT 

environments,” said Rohit Gupta, group vice president, Cloud Security products at Oracle. “Customers 

agree that Oracle’s Identity SOC approach offers a critical controls framework to help enhance their 

security posture for applications and data—both in the cloud and the datacenter.” 

“At Levi’s, my primary job is to protect the company brands and reduce our overall risk. From an IT 

perspective we have moved quickly into the cloud and have upgraded our SOC intelligence capability as 

a result. Levi’s invested in Oracle CASB Cloud Service to help give us visibility and better protection 

for our IaaS investments,” said Steve Zalewski, Chief Security Architect, Levi Strauss & Company. 

“Ooyala’s cloud first posture meant that our security coverage just got broader, but I can’t afford to 

throw more bodies at the problem,” said Bill Billings, Chief Information Security Officer, Ooyala, a 

subsidiary of Telstra. “We needed a modern approach to security and to take advantage of new 

automation tools to allow me to ‘trust but verify’ what my vendors, service providers, and employees 

were doing in our cloud environment. With Oracle CASB Cloud Service, we now monitor user behavior 

across cloud properties as well as automatically detect configuration drift. This gives us consistent, 
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detailed and clear visibility into user and application activity.” 

“To support our company business toward multichannel, physical and digital transformation requires the 

best in class security levels,” said Fabio Gianotti, Chief Security Officer, UBI Banca. “We are enabling 

a hybrid SOC strategy based on cloud technologies and this approach must have innovative security 

solutions. We have invested in Oracle Security Cloud Services to enhance our ability to detect and 

respond not only to potential threats but also data leakage and to better meet our regulatory 

requirements.” 

Context-Aware, Comprehensive SOC Solution Uses Machine Learning to Reduce Threats 

The world’s first Identity SOC security framework, Oracle’s portfolio provides consistent security 

controls across cloud and on-premises environments that help organizations better detect and respond to 

advanced threats and more effectively predict paths of escalation. Oracle’s Identity SOC portfolio also 

unifies threat, user and operational data from traditionally separate sources and uses machine learning to 

empower these critical operation centers with an identity-centric, context-aware intelligence solution. 

This extensive portfolio of security features makes Oracle’s Identity SOC ideal for companies in a wide 

variety of industries, including manufacturing, banking and finance, utilities, technology, retail, 

government and healthcare. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Datical Announces Support for Oracle Exadata 

31 May 2017 

Datical today announced support for Oracle Exadata, the most powerful database platform engineered 

for fast, reliable performance for the most demanding, business-critical database workloads. 

Software is reshaping industries -- from healthcare to finance to retail. Given this, the pace of change is 

accelerating, and organizations must master their applications in order to survive in this digital era. As 

companies have adopted automation to help increase the pace of software delivery, a new constraint has 

emerged -- the database. 

"Oracle Exadata is a robust Database Machine that consolidates and simplifies workloads into one 

combined unit, a unique combination of hardware and software for optimizing operations and lowering 

costs," said Josh Turnbull, senior vice president of business development at Infolob, an Oracle Platinum 

Partner with deep expertise on Exadata who supported Datical on the testing efforts. "Datical's solution 

is well suited for Exadata and brings a long overdue solution to the market that solves a very complex 

problem." 

With Datical's support of Oracle Exadata, DevOps teams will be able to increase the velocity of 

application releases by removing database deployments as a barrier to delivering new applications. The 

database has become the bottleneck in the overall digital transformation initiatives and has long been the 

neglected discipline, the weakest link in the tool chain. Most companies -- even those using the latest 

DevOps automation tools -- are still anchoring development teams by using decades-old processes to 

manage and deploy database changes. 

"Organizations adopt Oracle Exadata to achieve exceptional database performance and availability for 

mission-critical applications. This also means that they require a database release automation solution 

that maximizes their investment by ensuring that database changes can be deployed at the same fast-

pace mission critical applications are being updated. For companies adopting agile and DevOps, the 
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ability to deploy database schema and logic changes fast without compromising data integrity and 

security is everything," said Pete Pickerill, co-founder and vice president of product strategy, Datical. 

"We're excited to bring Datical to a new platform. Organizations that use Oracle Exadata will now be 

able to modernize their database deployment process, and realize even more benefits -- shorter 

application release times, better data security, and more productive application developers, testers and 

DBAs." 

The team behind Datical has been pioneering database and application deployment evolution for more 

than a decade. Datical strategically guides some of the world's most admired companies through their 

database deployment modernization efforts. The Datical database release automation solution is 

designed to break the application release logjam created by today's manual database deployment 

processes. Datical improves productivity and performance, allowing development, test and DBA staff to 

focus on more important projects and initiatives. 

Click here to return to Contents 

DP Technology Announces ESPRIT 2017 Software Release 

18 May 2017 

CAM industry innovator DP Technology Corp. announced the release of ESPRIT®2017, the latest 

version of its pioneering flagship product. ESPRIT 2017 delivers a smarter, simpler, faster machining 

process with expert toolpath, streamlined user control, and accelerated processing power. 

 

ESPRIT 2017's intelligent, optimized toolpath utilizes powerful new algorithms to deliver exceptional 

toolpath, more reliably, with fewer clicks. Smarter toolpath in ESPRIT 2017 includes sophisticated new 

3-axis steep/shallow milling for streamlined machining of complex parts, smart facing with intelligent 

stock management, responsive 5-axis swarf machining on a wide range of part geometries, and precise 

tool positioning along lathe contours regardless of insert shape. 

 

User productivity is improved to get faster results with less effort. The steps needed to go from design to 

machining are simplified in ESPRIT 2017 through easier editing of features to bypass geometry you 

don’t want to machine, automatic recognition of more details inside complex holes for better 

automation, and optimized wire EDM to cut awkward profiles more efficiently with new support for 

pocketing on open profiles. 

 

Machining processes are put on the fast track with a refinement of raw processing power in ESPRIT 

2017. In-process stock models are computed in seconds rather than minutes to accelerate programming 

time. Advancements in ESPRIT’s ProfitMilling technology improve performance inside pockets for 

better chip evacuation, coolant access, and smoother control of machine acceleration. Plus, wire EDM 

programmers can now instantly customize and update the data in their ESPRIT Expert database while 

they work. 

 

Discover sophisticated simplicity in ESPRIT 2017 with enhanced milling and turning strategies, faster 

calculation of in-process stock, and new 3-axis and wire EDM functions. 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Four New Tools Added to IdeateApps Collection; Existing Four Tools Enhanced 

1 June 2017 

Ideate Software announced today that it launched its spring 2017 updates for IdeateApps, which include 

the new 2018 version of four new tools and the four existing tools, as well as enhanced features of the 

2017 and 2016 versions. These solutions are designed to work with Autodesk® Revit® 2016, 2017, and 

2018. 

IdeateApps is a collection of tools that simplifies the activities that daily Revit users perform most often. 

“Every function of our IdeateApps tools meets specific needs of Revit users,” said Ideate Software’s 

Director of Software Development, Glynnis Patterson. “Our first four tools addressed the challenges that 

our Support team heard about most often, and our new tools and enhancements are based on information 

in the Autodesk Ideas Forum as well as customer feedback.” 

Below are highlights of the new tools and enhancements. An overview video of all tools is available on 

the website. 

o Ideate SpellCheck improves the quality control processes by checking the spelling of Text and 

Schedule elements within a Revit project file. (2017 and 2018 only) 

o Three new Sheet management tools streamline workflows to save time and increase model 

accuracy: 

 Ideate SheetManager is a powerful new Revit project browser that addresses several 

challenges. It includes a powerful search engine for filtering the Sheet and View lists and 

supports placing or relocating Views onto Sheets 

 Ideate Align helps ensure that a View on one Sheet is aligned with a View on another or 

many other Sheets. 

 Ideate Clone lets you copy a Sheet and its properties and place unplaced Views onto new 

Sheets that align with the previous Views. 

Significant enhancements to Ideate Software’s existing tools include: 

 Ideate ReNumber, which simplifies the process of renumbering elements, now includes 

uniqueness support for Grids and Viewports. 

 Ideate XRay, which identifies the reasons an element isn’t visible in a certain view, now 

includes Advanced Selection Help to make it easier to select a hidden view. 

“The rapid evolution of building information modeling creates an exciting time for our architects, 

engineers, and designers,” said Ideate Software’s President, Bob Palioca. “They thrive on identifying 

challenges that BIM managers and Revit users face and developing tools to address those challenges. 

These new products and enhancements are a testament to their knowledge, skills, and enthusiasm as well 

as Ideate Software’s commitment to the architecture, engineering, construction, and owner community.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Maplesoft and ETAS Announce New Battery Cell Simulator Package for Testing and Calibration of 

Battery Management Systems 

31 May 2017 
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ETAS Inc. and Maplesoft™ today announced the release of a Hardware-in-the-Loop (HIL) Battery Cell 

Simulator package which satisfies the highest demands for the test and calibration of Battery 

Management Systems. The solution is based on Maplesoft’s efficient, high-fidelity MapleSim battery 

model and ETAS’ high-precision Battery Cell Simulator (BCS) BCS-LABCAR. 

Suppliers of Battery Management Systems (BMS) face a number of challenges with regard to test, 

validation, and calibration. Development cycles are continuously shortened and budgets for real 

prototypes are limited. High-fidelity battery models are computationally expensive and hence hard to 

run in real-time; the process of parameterization is time-consuming and typically requires deep know-

how of the battery cells. Besides these challenges, the test system hardware often doesn’t have the 

necessary signal accuracy, current range for balancing, or cell emulation dynamics to exactly replicate 

the results from the high-fidelity battery model. The combination of ETAS hardware 

and Maplesoft plant model provides a solution to address these challenges. 

The ETAS Battery Cell Simulator (BCS-LABCAR) is a Hardware-in-the-Loop system which 

specifically targets the signal-level test, validation, and calibration of battery management systems 

(BMSs). The BCS-LABCAR is a high-precision Battery Cell Simulator that emulates the behavior of 

individual battery cells and packs across a wide range of challenging operating conditions, e.g. cell 

balancing over-charging, deep discharging, or pulse operation. The system is highly modular and thus 

scalable to emulate battery packs from a single cell all the way up to 200 cells. The system furthermore 

contains a real-time simulation target (ETAS LABCAR-RTPC) which enables the easy integration of 

third-party battery models – such as the MapleSim Battery model – and their execution in real-time. 

The BCS-LABCAR controller provides active compensation for any temperature variations and controls 

the precise voltage at the electrical connection point of the BMS with an accuracy of +/- 500 µV over a 

range of 0.01..8.01 V per cell. This guarantees the same precision over the entire temperature range – a 

pre-condition for realistic and reproducible tests. 

The MapleSim battery model can be generated from an extensive range of cell configurations and 

chemistries using the MapleSim Battery Library. Developed using a unique, rigorous discretization 

approach, the library components model the electro-chemical reactions in the cell to capture many 

details not available in other battery models that are typically based on an equivalent circuit approach. 

All the major chemistries (based on Li-Ion and NiMH variants) are provided, and can be readily 

calibrated from test data, using the included Parameter Estimation tool, for added accuracy. Dynamic 

effects including charge recovery, voltage profile and state of charge, are captured at the highest-

possible fidelity while providing execution performance necessary for real-time applications. For 

thermal studies, the model also computes lost energy during charge/discharge cycles that can be 

incorporated into the rest of the system. 

Once configured in MapleSim, the cell/stack/battery model can be exported as optimized code and 

readily integrated into the real-time platform for HIL testing. In this case, the code was deployed using 

the latest Functional Mockup Interface (FMI) standard, now supported by the ETAS LABCAR-RTPC 

platform. 

“Our over-arching objective for the MapleSim Battery Library is to deliver the necessary dynamic 

fidelity for our customers, while achieving real-time performance,” says Paul Goossens, VP Engineering 

Solutions at Maplesoft. “This meant developing the models at an appropriate level of abstraction 

between simple equivalent-circuit models and computationally expensive CFD-based models that have 

no hope of running in real-time. Our models are based on decades of research, employing leading-edge 

techniques, and utilizing our powerful symbolic solving technologies to achieve the right balance of 

http://www.maplesoft.com/maplesim?P=TC-7247
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fidelity and performance, required for the work we are doing with ETAS.” 

“It is our goal to continuously increase the development efficiency of our customers, therefore we strive 

to provide them with state-of-the-art solutions,” says Dr. Tobias Kreuzinger, Senior Manager at ETAS 

Inc. “The combination of the high precision BCS LABCAR environment with extremely fast and high-

fidelity MapleSim battery models takes testing and calibration of battery management systems to a 

whole new and unprecedented level.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

MSC Software Releases Apex 7 for CAE: Grizzly Structural Analysis for Massive Assemblies 

30 May 2017 

MSC Software Corporation today announced the seventh release of MSC Apex, the company's award 

winning next generation Computer Aided Engineering (CAE) platform. 

Structures such as large cranes, ship hulls, or shipyard ramps are typically massive assemblies often 

including 1000s of parts welded together and present unique challenges to finite element modeling, 

model validation, and simulation. Due to the sheer number of parts, users need weeks to months to build 

finite element models (if at all possible), and often struggle to run simulation for more than a few design 

iterations. As a result, engineers often rely on more approximate methods to evaluate these large 

fabricated structures. 

With its latest release, Grizzly, MSC Apex delivers a unique solution to expedite modeling and 

validation tasks in an integrated and generative workflow for rapidly iterating on the design to validate 

stiffness, strength, and stability of large assemblies. "With MSC Apex Grizzly we have seen our Beta 

testers build and validate designs of 1000s of parts in a day", said Hugues Jeancolas, MSC Apex Sr. 

Product Manager. Apex Grizzly will be available in June 2017. 

Modeling productivity - The release introduces new geometry clean-up and de-featuring tool to 

eliminate manual rework and allow the user to automate model preparation tasks. A new implementation 

of glue and tie connections speeds-up assembly creation from hours to minutes, and allows users to 

create large assemblies of parts using mesh dependent connections while preserving the product 

structure. 

Complete structural analysis - The release expends on the application structural analysis capabilities 

with support for multi-events buckling analysis allowing the user to manage multiple load cases. Grizzly 

also features new dynamics capabilities with integrated Fast Fourier Transform allowing users to enter 

time dependent dynamic data. Finally, results processing has been enhanced with section and connection 

forces processing to support load path analysis. 

Integrated and Generative - Beyond modeling productivity and structural analysis completeness, with 

Grizzly, MSC Apex continues to build on its integrated and generative framework with brand new 

analysis readiness remedy tools and user experience for scenario set-up, model validation, and 

simulation execution which facilitated incremental validation, and rapidly iterating on design 

alternatives. 

MSC Apex Grizzly also features a Macro record/replay capability to help users develop python scripts 

to automate geometry modeling, meshing and scenario set-up tasks. 

Click here to return to Contents 
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NEC/Netcracker Partners With Infinera and Juniper Networks to Enable End-to-End Network 

Automation and Control 

30 May 2017 

NEC Corporation and Netcracker Technology announced today that, in partnership with Infinera and 

Juniper Networks, they have released a new Transport SDN solution designed to transform how 

networks are managed and controlled. 

Combining Infinera's strength in building its Intelligent Transport Networks, Juniper’s industry-leading 

capabilities in IP/MPLS, physical/virtual network functionality and domain orchestration, and 

NEC/Netcracker's multilayer control and service orchestration expertise, including NEC's advanced 

network transport products, the partnership enables a compelling new Transport SDN solution. This new 

solution provides full visibility across all IP, optical and microwave domains, including SDN and 

traditional network environments, optimizes network utilization and automates service provisioning and 

path restoration. 

This solution benefits service providers by enabling network transformations that intelligently adapt to 

the dynamic requirements of end users with the ability to carve out network slices for specific services 

end-to-end. This makes it possible to accommodate changing traffic patterns and on-demand customer 

requests, deliver an improved customer experience and produce significant cost savings by optimizing 

capacity usage. Additionally, the solution empowers service providers to automate their network service 

infrastructure, enabling them to focus their resources on expanding revenue opportunities while 

optimizing their service costs at any given time. 

NEC/Netcracker, Infinera and Juniper Networks demonstrated their joint solution as part of the Optical 

Interworking Forum (OIF)/Open Networking Foundation (ONF) Transport API project where the 

participants executed a multidomain path selection and recovery test plan with intra-lab and inter-lab 

testing across multiple global carrier labs, including both Verizon's and Telefónica's. In the demo, 

NEC/Netcracker's Multilayer SDN Controller used the new Transport API defined by the ONF to 

communicate with Juniper's NorthStar Controller at Verizon's lab and the Infinera Xceed optical SDN 

domain controllers at Telefónica's lab. NEC/Netcracker's Service Orchestration solution successfully 

created and managed Ethernet point-to-point private services across multiple vendors and multiple 

operators' domains. All tests were completed successfully. 

"Service providers need a master Transport SDN solution that optimizes network traffic and automates 

configuration to maximize performance across all transport layers," said Shigeru Okuya, Senior Vice 

President at NEC Corporation. "With the support of our partners, NEC and Netcracker ensure that our 

customers can leverage best-of-breed solutions with minimal risk to enable end-to-end network 

automation and control." 

"We are excited to bring this new solution to market, showcasing how virtualization can enable a 

completely new set of automation and optimization opportunities to enhance networks with innovative 

visualization, operations, optimized capacity planning and utilization functionality," said Aloke Tusnial, 

Chief Technology Officer, SDN/NFV Business at Netcracker. "By partnering with industry leaders like 

Juniper and Infinera, NEC/Netcracker is bringing a pre-integrated best-of-breed solution that offers 

customers flexibility and choice in fundamentally rethinking their network design and level of 

automation." 

"Juniper Networks is committed to improving network automation so our customers can respond to 

changing traffic patterns with speed and agility, while optimizing network utilization," said Brian 
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Rosenberg, Corporate Vice President of Partners and Alliances at Juniper Networks. "We are excited to 

partner with NEC/Netcracker to enable service providers to accelerate automation to meet network 

demands through the new Transport SDN solution." 

“Infinera’s goal is to provide highly scalable, automated and open Intelligent Transport Network 

solutions for our customers as they address a new era of more dynamic and ever-greater bandwidth 

demand,” said Serge Melle, Vice President of Business Development at Infinera. “To this end, we are 

pleased to partner with NEC/Netcracker and Juniper to deliver a best-in-class multi-layer IP plus optical 

SDN networking solution.” 

Click here to return to Contents  

New Version of Blueprint ‘Storyteller’ Agile Planning Solution Drives Business-IT Alignment and 

Supports Digital Transformation 

1 June 2017 

Blueprint Software today announced the latest release of Storyteller, its planning solution for large-scale 

agile transformation. Blueprint’s Storyteller features new capabilities that enable enterprises in highly 

regulated industries – such as banking, finance, healthcare and pharma – to automate upfront planning 

activities, align business goals with IT, and support digital transformation. 

As regulated enterprises seek to increase speed and drive innovation, they also must comply with 

complex regulations; modernize legacy applications; and scale Agile and DevOps best practices. These 

factors constrain development and impose risk. The latest version of Storyteller introduces greater 

automation before code commit, and enhances enterprise collaboration across a broad range of users, of 

any skill, throughout an organization. The new capabilities include:  

 Baselines: Manages and measures the progress of products and projects. Users can automatically 

create permanent, formal records of system states. 

 Walkthrough: Visually represents an application’s user experience, through process modeling 

and mock-ups. This enhances collaboration between business and IT and provides a common 

understanding of what is being built. 

“We work closely with our customers to gain insights into the top challenges they face along their 

journey to transformation,” says Ruth Zive, vice president of marketing at Blueprint. “By providing a 

visual and increasingly automated way to drive the success of IT projects, Storyteller helps to fill a gap 

by not only ensuring business-IT alignment, but priming the pump for Agile and DevOps best 

practices.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Perforce Introduces Helix ALM, Integrating End-to-End Lifecycle Management with Helix Version 

Control to Drive Increased Productivity 

30 May 2017 

Perforce Software announced that less than six months after acquiring Seapine Software, the TestTrack 

ALM suite becomes part of the Helix portfolio expanding the integrated product development toolchain. 

Helix ALM provides quality-centric application lifecycle management and product readiness, working 
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concurrently with people, processes, and tools along the development pipeline. Helix ALM offers 

industry unique, seamless links between its three major functions – Requirements Management, Issue 

Management and Test Case Management. Teams can manage all product and system development 

phases and artifacts — from requirements and user stories through QA cycles and deployment — with 

just one solution. 

In this latest 2017.1 release, Helix ALM users will discover a more streamlined, flexible way to 

configure integrations with source control applications, as well as an improved integration with the 

Helix Core versioning engine. This delivers a more seamless toolchain and a more efficient development 

workflow. 

"I am so proud of how our teams came together to create this integration and launch this release in such 

a short time," said Janet Dryer, CEO of Perforce. "We are very excited to be able to offer our customers 

a more tightly integrated, high quality development tool chain for better automation, control and 

traceability of their project lifecycles." 

For JIRA users, the recently released Helix ALM for JIRA add-on shows the Helix ALM items 

associated with a JIRA issue. With this free add-on, users can view the current status of a Helix ALM 

test, requirement, user story, or issue without leaving JIRA. 

Helix ALM joins Perforce's product family — Helix Core, for version control; Helix4Git, for Git at 

scale; and Helix Swarm, for code review and collaboration. Perforce acquired Seapine Software, the 

maker of TestTrack, in November of 2016. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Phoenix Integration Releases ModelCenter® Version 12 

1 June 2017 

Phoenix Integration announces the release of ModelCenter 12.0. 

Key features of this release include:  

 Dramatically improved robustness and enhanced ability to run bigger models and longer trade 

studies. 

 All-new plotting and visualization infrastructure, with most plot types completely rewritten to 

become more intuitive, more professional looking, and more configurable. 

“This release brings significant improvements to ModelCenter’s performance, robustness and usability. 

64 Bit functionality will ensure our customers achieve real productivity and robustness improvements 

with their long running workflows. The new visualization infrastructure means enhanced design 

exploration. This release is the next step in our mission to ensure that ModelCenter provides customers 

with true productivity enhancements” said Dr. Scott Ragon, Director, Technical Business Development 

of Phoenix Integration. 

Join Dr. J. Simmons for a live webinar on June 08, 2017, at 10:00 am EDT where he will demonstrate 

ModelCenter 12. This webinar will use a real-life large workflow to illustrate the improved ease of use 

and appearance of ModelCenter's all-new plotting infrastructure as well as the improved robustness and 

performance from its new 64 bit architecture. 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Planview Reinvents the Enterprise Architecture Experience with the Next Generation of Troux 

31 May 2017 

Planview® announces Troux® 14 featuring a new, redesigned portfolio-centric user experience, a result 

of bringing together enterprise architecture (EA) domain expertise, proven UX design, and commitment 

to joint development with leading customers. In addition, Troux 14 introduces new strategic planning 

capabilities that allow enterprise architects to drive top-down strategy across the organization's 

investment, capability, application, project, product, and technology portfolios. 

A broad, complex set of portfolios need to be optimized and integrated to rationalize applications and 

technologies, as well as execute digital transformation initiatives. Troux 14 now complements traditional 

EA disciplines with a portfolio-centric information architecture and user experience. The new Troux 

combines streamlined ribbon navigation, powerful visualizations, interactive grids, and a new reporting 

platform. This approach brings scale and business context to decision making, allowing enterprise 

architects to reach beyond the core team to engage stakeholders across the organization.  

Extending the Planview work and resource management solution for EA, Troux 14 provides a new 

strategic planner user type that empowers enterprise architects to lead and accelerate digital 

transformation by defining roadmaps, developing and comparing investment scenarios, and measuring 

progress. Users benefit from the top-down approach of Planview Enterprise® to connect strategies and 

investments with capabilities and the technology landscape in Troux. 

As part of the Planview Inner Circle program, more than 40 customers provided feedback and direction 

throughout the entire Troux 14 development process, from UI prototype, use-case validation to 

visualizations. 

"Unifying the Troux user experience is major step in the right direction," said Mike Ritz, member of the 

Planview Inner Circle and director of IT business management with Meijer, a regional supercenter 

chain, ranked as one of Forbes' largest private companies. "The combination of information, plus reports 

into one view, will reduce the amount of time spent searching for the right information and help us make 

decisions faster." 

"Troux 14 represents a significant milestone in delivering innovation to our customers and 

demonstrating our commitment to the enterprise architecture market," said Patrick Tickle, Planview 

chief product officer. "This release advances our broader vision for a work and resource management 

solution that accelerates strategic execution by bringing together the EA, strategic planning, and PMO 

disciplines." 

Click here to return to Contents 

PTC to Expand Vuforia Platform with Remote Presence Capability 

31 May 2017 

PTC today announced from Augmented World Expo that the Vuforia® platform, the most widely used 

software platform for augmented reality (AR) application development, will expand to include a new 

remote presence capability for developers, consumers, and businesses. 

Vuforia Project Chalk will bring a new dimension of interactivity to a video call, in which one person 

can digitally annotate another's physical environment. The result is one person can provide guidance to 

another from a remote location with similar effectiveness as being in the same physical space. 
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Project Chalk will enable people of all ages to complete unfamiliar or challenging tasks with guidance 

from friends, family, colleagues, and professionals. For example, busy parents can assist children with 

homework or projects at home, do-it-your-selfers can get assistance from each other or a local 

handyman, and families with aging members can provide guidance to overcome everyday challenging 

tasks. 

Additionally, Project Chalk will enable a wide range of mobile workers - from service technicians to 

sales personnel - to troubleshoot and solve problems with increased ease, speed, and accuracy. 

"We see Project Chalk as a fundamentally disruptive form of remote communication that will be well 

received across multiple sectors and for multiple use cases," said Eric Abbruzzese, principal 

analyst, ABI Research. "We envision this capability being used beyond the enterprise on everyday 

devices across platforms." 

Project Chalk uses proven computer vision technologies in the Vuforia platform to deliver a 

breakthrough experience across a wide range of phones, tablets, and digital eyewear. Developers will be 

able to incorporate Project Chalk capabilities in existing Vuforia-powered applications for iOS, Android, 

and Windows using Vuforia SDKs. Additionally, Project Chalk will be made available as a standalone 

application via app stores. The application will support a freemium model with plans for both personal 

and business use. 

"Vuforia Project Chalk will deliver a new mode of communication with the potential to improve our 

personal and professional lives," said Jay Wright, president, Vuforia. "While we understand its use for 

helping others, Project Chalk will also enable a new generation of AR applications for people to create 

digital content to be shared on the physical world." 

Click here to return to Contents 

PTC Introduces New ThingWorx Studio Augmented Reality Free Trial Program 

1 June 2017 

PTC today launched a new ThingWorx Studio augmented reality (AR) free trial program for the 

Industrial Internet of Things (IoT). The program enables companies to leverage the ThingWorx® Studio 

AR authoring and publishing tool to rapidly prototype and develop AR experiences that can bring new 

value to their businesses. The free trial program gives companies access to the newest features 

of ThingWorx Studio and enables them to begin creating their first AR experiences in just minutes. 

Companies interested in joining the ThingWorx Studio free trial program can sign up on the free trial 

program page. 

PTC launched a new ThingWorx Studio augmented reality (AR) free trial program for the Industrial 

Internet of Things (IoT). The program enables companies to leverage the ThingWorx® Studio AR 

authoring and publishing tool to rapidly prototype and develop AR experiences that can bring new value 

to their businesses. (Photo: Business Wire) 

Companies entering the ThingWorx Studio free trial program will have access to one of the fastest and 

simplest ways to author and publish AR experiences for the Industrial IoT. The free trial program 

features the newest capabilities of ThingWorx Studio, and enables companies to go from signing up to 

creating their first AR experiences in just minutes. The ThingWorx Studio free trial program is expected 

to draw in companies that are focused on using AR for five primary use cases: visualizing IoT data in 

augmented reality dashboards, augmenting step-by-step service instructions, training tutorials, sales and 
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marketing, and design reviews. These use cases demonstrate the broad applicability of augmented reality 

in the industrial and enterprise spaces, particularly when it is combined with IoT. 

"Augmented reality has incredible potential for the Industrial IoT, but creating AR experiences needs to 

be fast and simple," said Mike Campbell, executive vice president, ThingWorx Platform, PTC. "We 

designed ThingWorx Studio to take the complexity out of AR. By joining the ThingWorx Studio free 

trial program, companies have access to one of the most powerful AR development tools available, and 

users can begin creating AR experiences in mere minutes." 

The new free trial program follows the success of the initial ThingWorx Studio pilot program, which ran 

from July 2016 through April 2017. Over 1,500 companies used the ThingWorx Studio augmented 

reality authoring and publishing tool to create, prototype, and pilot new AR experiences for the 

Industrial IoT space, including Oracle, Solar Turbines, OSIsoft, Fujitsu Network Communication, and 

EPAM. In total, the new industrial and enterprise-focused AR experiences generated by participating 

companies were viewed more than 100,000 times. This was the first AR pilot program of this scale for 

the Industrial IoT that demonstrated the simplicity and speed of AR authoring and publishing. 

Participation in the pilot program enabled companies, like Oracle, to demonstrate the innovative value 

that AR can bring to their existing customer experience solutions. 

"The ThingWorx Studio pilot program from PTC allowed us to explore how our existing CX products 

can infuse AR technology to deliver a more robust customer experience across Oracle Service Cloud, 

Oracle IoT Cloud, and Oracle Commerce Cloud," said Shon Wedde, Oracle's senior director of CX 

product management. "We're excited to highlight how companies can integrate AR to augment self-

service, assisted service, and field service experiences during our innovation session at the Call Center 

Week event in Las Vegas, June 24-30, 2017." 

Click here to return to Contents 

Revelation Software Concepts Releases Rev-Trac 7 SPS02 for Flagship SAP Change Control 

Automation Solution 

30 May 2017 

Revelation Software Concepts Pty Ltd (RSC) today announced the release of the second major 

enhancement to version 7 of their flagship SAP change control automation software, Rev-Trac. Version 

7.2 introduces a new Parallel Development Workbench with features that focus on agility, allowing 

organizations to introduce continuous integration and continuous delivery (CICD) into their production 

environments to manage and control rapid deployments. 

When multiple teams are working in multiple development systems, the inevitability that parallel 

development will occur is very high. Most of the risk (and costs) stem from requiring change teams to 

manually manage concurrent changes across parallel development systems (eg, N+1 and Project tracks) 

that are to be delivered into the same production system. One of the keys for a safe and stable agile 

operation is control over parallel development. 

"The OOPS functionality (Overtake/Overwrite Protection) in Rev-Trac was developed initially to 

prevent parallel development," said Rick Porter, RSC Vice President of Business Development. "OOPS 

has now been tooled to "facilitate" parallel development specifically to support today's agile 

development environments. It has become clear that the automation (and enforcement) of a robust 

change control process will form the basis of an agile SAP team's success." 
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Large SAP teams can make up to 1,000 changes per month in their SAP systems and up to 5,000 per 

month during a project phase where change visibility is crucial to avoid significant hypercare issues 

after going live. The SPS02 iteration of the Parallel Development Workbench provides a framework 

with functionality that provides managers with more control and transparency into work that will 

inevitably result in conflicts when deploying to production or reapplying changes across development 

tracks. The first set of agility-focused Parallel Development Workbench features includes:  

 Queued Parallel development approval: Automated notifications and workflow emails to parties 

affected by parallel development approvals; 

 Ability to search parallel developments by object; 

 Improved usability and reporting that displays open parallel developments which have been 

approved. 

Queued Parallel development approval provides users experiencing lock messages to submit their 

request for parallel development approval into an administrator's queue. The queue entry will remain in 

the Parallel Development Workbench until an authorized manager approves or rejects the parallel 

development request. By managing parallel developments in groups from a queue, administrators have 

time to investigate and view a larger scope of progressing change to make informed and controlled 

decisions. In a survey of Rev-Trac customers who had previously used a manual non-automated process 

or system, 74% report more than 7 potentially damaging out of sequence transport migrations are 

prevented by Rev-Trac per month. (Source: TechValidate TVID: 9AE808ACC.) 

Other new features provide easy to navigate methods for investigating the risk or challenges that might 

be encountered during the parallel development approval process. 

The Parallel Development Workbench serves as a platform for future innovation and functional 

enhancement to allow for Parallel Development controls and capabilities to expand to meet the needs of 

those organizations pursuing agile and DevOps methodologies within ever increasingly complex SAP 

environments. Future releases of Rev-Trac will further enhance the Parallel Development Workbench 

and locking functionality to add more automation and further control over in-flight parallel 

developments. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Tata Consultancy Services Launches 'Engineering Environment as a Service' on Red Hat OpenStack 

Platform 

30 May 2017 

Tata Consultancy Services today announced the launch of Engineering Environment as a Service, a 

cloud based framework developed on the Red Hat OpenStack Platform. The framework will help 

increase utilization of business resources, lower infrastructure footprint and reduce operational costs. 

The Engineering Environment as a Service framework enables anytime-anywhere development and test 

environment to product engineering teams across the globe, through a self-service portal. When a new 

request is created using the framework, a configurable work-flow is triggered, enabling approvals and 

zero-touch environment provisioning to take place. The framework allows for easier configuration of 

policies for scaling, high availability of services, greater security, and work load optimization. In 

addition, advanced service assurance capabilities provided by the framework have been designed to 
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monitor critical infrastructure and engineering environment parameters and allow auto-recover from 

failure conditions. 

"On-demand availability of development and test engineering environments is not only an infrastructure 

resource optimization and consolidation need, it is also an enabler for the adoption of Agile and DevOps 

models in product engineering," said V Rajanna, global head, Technology Business Unit, TCS. "TCS' 

Engineering Environment as a Service is an innovative framework utilizing digital technologies for 

geographically dispersed R&D teams." 

"Digital transformation is predicated on scalability at nearly every level of enterprise IT, including 

research and development and test environments," said Radhesh Balakrishnan, general manager, 

OpenStack, Red Hat. "Red Hat OpenStack Platform provides a scalable, flexible foundation for a variety 

of mission-critical workloads, and we are pleased that TCS is building on it to enable customers in their 

digital transformation journey." 

In a highly competitive marketplace, where product life-cycles are shortening, agility in the engineering 

environment is essential to accelerate product innovation. The ability to create on-demand engineering 

environments for development and test can significantly improve productivity of R&D engineers and 

reduce product time to market.  Engineering Environment as a Service will aid the growing needs of the 

industry. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Viewpoint Construction Software® Launches Industry-Transforming Construction Software 

Platform, Viewpoint Enterprise Cloud 

1 June 2017 

Viewpoint launched the next evolution of its hosted services with Viewpoint Enterprise Cloud (VEC) at 

the 2017 ENR Future Tech conference. 

Unique in the world of construction cloud solutions, VEC is built on a high performance, scalable cloud 

technology that integrates the industry’s most comprehensive solution suite for the Office, Team and 

Field. Viewpoint’s vision, building on over 40 years of experience in the technology and construction 

industries, is to accelerate construction industry productivity by propelling the industry further into the 

digital age. This groundbreaking step in that direction means customers can easily simplify their IT 

strategy, while ensuring users get the flexibility and mobility needed to increase efficiency across all 

workflows. 

“It’s widely acknowledged that intelligent technology can make the critical difference in increasing 

profitability and managing risk in the construction industry. With Viewpoint Enterprise Cloud, our 

customers get all the benefits of an integrated construction platform without the hassle of having to host 

their software solutions, freeing them up to focus on what matters most to their business: managing risk, 

controlling cost and delivering exceptional projects,” says senior vice president of product management, 

Matt Harris. 

VEC provides Viewpoint customers with an integrated solution suite that serves their needs across all 

areas of the business.  

 Viewpoint OFFICE solutions for data-intensive jobs like accounting and payroll. 

 Viewpoint TEAM solutions offer collaborative project management capabilities for functions 
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like submittals and RFI’s. 

 Viewpoint FIELD solutions provide the ability to collect data such as field observations, time 

and productivity. 

Unlike solutions that rely solely on browser-based cloud technology, VEC’s construction platform 

ensures users have access to a single source of data, while maintaining the ability to work in the user 

interface most appropriate for the job at hand. 

“It was important to us to make sure that customers didn’t lose any of the flexibility they need in their 

solutions, while at the same time simplifying how they manage their IT. VEC offers higher performance 

than on-premises solutions. We manage software updates and data back-ups, so users have access to the 

most up-to-date technology and data in an always on mobile ready platform,” says product manager, 

Eric Vasbinder. 
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