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CIMdata News 

CIMdata Publishes “Model-Based Systems Engineering” 

25 November 2014 

 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic management consulting and research firm announces a 

new whitepaper covering recent research on Model-Based Systems Engineering (MBSE). 

CIMdata and ANSYS, Inc., conducted an on-line, by 

invitation survey of senior level people in industrial 

companies on the use of MBSE in their organizations. 

Significant findings are reported in the whitepaper. Some 

highlights are: while MBSE tools and well defined processes 

are important, adoption by people is critical to success; that 

MBSE users are receiving real value as indicated by the 

survey responses; and (as shown in the chart) that large, 

small, and A&D companies deploy MBSE by project. Many 

additional findings are recounted in the whitepaper supported 

by charts of germane data. 

This paper is freely available from CIMdata’s Publications web page. 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize 

an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered 

world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods on PLM solutions. These solutions 

incorporate both business processes and a wide-ranging set of PLM-enabling technologies. 

CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and providers of technologies and services seeking 

competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, 

provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The 

company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences 

worldwide. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia 

Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website at www.CIMdata.com, follow us on 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews, or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann 

Arbor, MI 48108, USA, Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV 

Weert, The Netherlands, Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 
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CIMdata Publishes “New Age Collaboration and Design” 

25 November 2014 

 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic management consulting and research firm announces a 

new whitepaper authored by John Mannisto, Engineering Director for Simulation-Based Design at 

Whirlpool Corporation. 

In this paper John Mannisto makes a strong case for companies adopting “new age” behaviors and social 

technologies to collaborate more effectively globally. John says unless a global company uses all its 

knowledge, it is losing out.  Through story telling with examples from his personal life, John points out 

that social media is outpacing how we work. Based on his organization’s experimentation with social 

technology, he argues that bringing these approaches to our work environment will enable tremendous 

efficiencies. John’s advice is to look outside; bring a solutions provider along for the ride but own your 

journey. He says only then will this new way of working fully embed with your teams. 

This paper is based on John Mannisto’s presentation at PLM Road Map™ 2014 and freely available 

from CIMdata’s Publications web page. 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize 

an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered 

world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods on PLM solutions. These solutions 

incorporate both business processes and a wide-ranging set of PLM-enabling technologies. 

CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and providers of technologies and services seeking 

competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, 

provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The 

company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences 

worldwide. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia 

Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website at www.CIMdata.com, follow us on 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews, or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann 

Arbor, MI 48108, USA, Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV 

Weert, The Netherlands, Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 
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Acquisitions 

3D Systems and Cimatron Enter Definitive Agreement for 3D Systems to Acquire Cimatron 

24 November 2014 

 

3D Systems Corporation and Cimatron Ltd. today announced a definitive agreement under which 3DS 

will acquire all of the outstanding shares of Cimatron for $8.97 per share in cash, subject to certain 

adjustments for Cimatron transaction expenses, for a total of approximately $97 million, inclusive of its 

net cash. 

The combination of Cimatron’s products with 3DS’ portfolio, strengthens 3DS’ position in the fast-

growing 3D design and manufacturing space. The transaction adds complementary products and 

technology and extends 3DS’ direct and reseller sales coverage globally. 3DS management expects the 

acquisition of Cimatron to be immediately accretive to its cash generation and to its Non-GAAP 

earnings per share upon closing. 

“We believe that the perfect strategic fit between our businesses, combined with expanded capabilities 

in product development, channel coverage and marketing, could present sizeable synergies that together 

offer significant long-term customer benefits and shareholder value,” commented Avi Reichental, 

President and CEO of 3DS. 

Cimatron is a provider of integrated 3D CAD/CAM software products and solutions for manufacturing. 

Cimatron’s products are used by a growing number of companies worldwide for their 3D production 

molds, tools and dies in a wide variety of functional end-use manufacturing applications. With two 

major product lines, CimatronE and GibbsCAM
®
, Cimatron caters to all manufacturing sectors. 

CimatronE is an integrated CAD/CAM solution for toolmakers and manufacturers of discrete parts, 

which provides full associativity across the manufacturing process from quoting, through design and up 

to delivery. GibbsCAM, one of the CAM industry's recognized ease-of-use leaders, offers simple to use, 

yet extremely powerful, solutions for programming multi-axis CNC machine tools. 

“We are delighted to combine our leading 3D CAD/CAM software products with 3DS’ expanding 

design and manufacturing digital thread,” said Danny Haran, CEO of Cimatron. “We have always been 

focused on providing comprehensive, cost-effective solutions that streamline manufacturing cycles and 

shorten product delivery time, and as part of 3DS we can substantially accelerate our progress and 

extend our reach and impact.” 

"Our entire Board of Directors is proud of Cimatron and its management’s long term success in building 

a great company with leading products that create sustained customer and shareholder value, and are 

grateful to have been part of guiding this journey," added Yossi Ben Shalom, Chairman of the Board of 

Cimatron. 

The transaction is subject to customary closing conditions, including requisite regulatory approvals and 

the approval of Cimatron’s shareholders. The Boards of Directors of both companies have unanimously 

approved the proposed transaction. The companies expect the transaction to close in the first quarter of 

2015.   

 

Click here to return to Contents 

http://3dsystems.com/
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3D Systems Completes Acquisition of Robtec 

26 November 2014 

 

3D Systems announced today that it completed the acquisition of Robtec, creating 3D Systems Latin 

America, headquartered in Sao Paulo, Brazil. Robtec is the largest Latin-American additive 

manufacturing service bureau and the leading 3D printing and scanning products distributor in the 

region. 3DS has acquired 70% of the shares of Robtec with the remainder of the shares transferring on 

the 5th anniversary of the closing. 

Recognized as the most trusted and knowledgeable Latin American 3D printing technology resource to 

the manufacturing sector, Robtec, now 3D Systems Latin America, delivers best-in-class rapid 

prototyping and custom manufacturing services and brings long-term relationships with leading 

aerospace and automotive companies, including Embraer, Siemens, Volkswagen, Fiat, CenPra, Visteon 

and Mercedes. 

“We believe that Robtec’s on-the-ground additive manufacturing service bureau capabilities, expanded 

channel coverage and deep automotive and aerospace customer relationships, combined with their 

strong strategic and cultural fit with 3DS, present significant benefits for our customers, sizeable growth 

opportunities for our business and greater value for our shareholders,” commented Avi Reichental, 

President and CEO, 3DS. “With key operations in Brazil, Argentina, Chile, Uruguay and Mexico, and 

well-established printer and scanner distribution activities, Robtec represents the cornerstone of our 

Latin American expansion plans.” 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Company News 

3 HTi Expands Team and Product Portfolio to Support a Growing Customer Base 

21 November 2014 

 

3 HTi, an authorized PTC Channel Advantage Reseller, announced today that it has expanded its Sales 

team to meet the demands of PTC’s growing Channel Advantage Program across the USA. 

Stephen Taylor (New England), David Masingill (Southeast), Christopher Jenkins (Florida), and 

Matthew McHugh (Middle Atlantic) cut their teeth at Siemens, Infor, and CADD Edge; and together, 

bring over 80 years of experience selling CAD/CAM/CAE and PLM solutions like SolidWorks, UG, 

NX and Team Center. 

“We’re expanding our team of experienced specialists to keep pace with our dramatic growth over the 

past year, so that we can continue to provide the unparalleled support our customers value above all 

else,” said Director of Sales Operations Robert Romanoski. 

Their Sales team isn’t the only area of new growth. 3 HTi has also expanded its portfolio of solutions to 

take advantage of emerging technologies. 

They have partnered with Mentor Graphics to now offer its line of EDA products, including the award-

winning CFD solutions under the Mechanical Analysis Division (formerly Flomerics). 

For rapid prototyping and direct digital manufacturing solutions, 3 HTi joined forces with 3D-printing 

http://www.3dsystems.com/
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giant Stratasys Corporation to offer an assortment of its commercial 3D printers and printing solutions. 

“Our customers are excited to explore these next-level solutions with the best sales team in the business 

— and so are we,” Romanoski said. 

Over the coming year, 3 HTi will continue to grow their team of experts and expand their customer base 

in the USA.  

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

AVEVA Opens Office in Aberdeen to Meet Needs of North Sea Oil & Gas Market 

24 November 2014 

 

AVEVA announced the opening of its new office in Aberdeen, further strengthening its growing global 

network. The office will offer sales and support for all of AVEVA’s solutions and services with a 

strategic focus on the region’s globally recognised oil & gas sector. 

‘We have worked with our customers in Aberdeen for many decades,’ said Richard Longdon, CEO, 

AVEVA. ‘This office represents our continued commitment to these strategic companies and the wider 

region. Aberdeen is, and will remain, a key location for the oil & gas industry with the expertise in 

Aberdeen exported throughout the world.’  

The new premises is based at the prestigious Arnhall Business Park, which is home to some of the 

largest oil & gas companies in Aberdeen including Technip, Subsea 7 and TAQA.  

‘At AVEVA we put customer service first, recognising that it’s one of the things that gives us a 

competitive advantage in the marketplace.  Having a presence where our clients are based creates 

stronger relationships and enables us to be more responsive to their requirements,’ commented Helmut 

Schuller, Executive Vice President, Group Sales, AVEVA. ‘Aberdeen is a key city servicing the North 

Sea oil & gas hub, which is estimated to be producing 1.5 million barrels of oil per day into 2020. Some 

26% of the city’s jobs are in the oil & gas Industry.  We are delighted to be part of this vibrant 

ecosystem and our new office will ensure we are in the best possible position to serve our existing and 

future customers.’ 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

CTC Welcomes Mike Hnastchenko to the Executive Leadership Team 

21 November 2014 

 

CTC announces the hiring of Mike Hnastchenko, AIA, to join as the Director of Innovation. Mike will 

be sharing his expertise in design and BIM technologies in a senior leadership role. He will focus on 

improving the depth and breadth of CTC’s Revit Express Tools product line, BIM data integration, 

BIM360 applications and identifying future industry trends for Owners, Architects, Engineers and 

Construction. 

As a licensed architect and technology leader, Mike’s career path evolved from his Principal leadership 
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role to most recently, a senior leader in Target’s Property Development Group. As head of information 

technology and digital design at Ellerbe Becket/AECOM he was responsible for all aspects of strategic 

information technology and systems planning with a focus on practice, as well as business, technology. 

His knowledge, experience and ability to forecast industry trends was apparent in his work on major 

BIM projects including Orlando VA Medical Center, Kaiser Permanente Hospitals, and Sidra Medical 

Center in Doha Qatar. As a senior leader in Target’s Property Development Group, Mike led the 

transition of the Architecture, Engineering and Construction teams to the Autodesk Revit Platform. This 

resulted in delivering BIM standards across new distribution centers and, Target stores in the US and 

Canada. 

“Adding Mike to our leadership team will help CTC continue to provide complete software and service 

solutions to our clients,” said Oliver Turan, Sales Manager at CTC. “Mike has demonstrated his ability 

to investigate and test industry trends, which is congruent with CTC’s culture of going beyond the 

‘cutting edge of technology’. Our Revit Express Tools customer base continues to grow worldwide and 

Mike’s experience at Ellerbe Becket, AECOM, and Target will help us keep our offerings relevant to 

our customer base. Customer relationships have always been of utmost importance to us in enhancing 

existing offerings while improving our products and processes through client feedback.” 

CTC’s newest Director of Innovation, Mike Hnastchenko, said, “This is a unique opportunity in my 

career path that directly applies the more than 30 years of my experience into a position where I can 

work with a multitude of firms and help them grow upon their successes. Working with CTC as a prior 

customer, I have seen the quality and development invested in their Revit Express Tools, as well as their 

passion to partner with their clients. I am excited to now be a part of the team contributing to the future 

direction of Revit Express Tools and CTC.” 

Throughout his career Mike has proven success in strategic business planning, implementation strategies 

for emerging technologies, impact project delivery processes all of which have a direct effect on 

operating budgets. Cognizant of and well versed in industry technology trends, Mike will lead business 

initiatives that take innovative approaches and execution for the benefit of CTC’s clients. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

GrabCAD Introduces Educational Pricing and Announces FIRST Sponsorship 

21 November 2014 

 

Continuing with its mission to support the next generation of engineers, GrabCAD announced new 

programs to support students, including special discount pricing for universities and corporate 

sponsorship of the high school program FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and 

Technology). 

With the introduction of new educational pricing, professors and college students can access 

GrabCAD’s cloud-based PDM solution, Workbench, for 83% off the standard monthly rate of $59. 

Students will have professional grade Product Data Management with next gen external collaboration 

capabilities for just $10 a month. 

GrabCAD is also happy to announce its corporate sponsorship of FIRST and the FIRST Robotics 

Competition (FRC®) at the national level. FIRST designs accessible, innovative programs to build self-
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confidence, knowledge, and life skills while motivating young people to pursue opportunities in science, 

technology, and engineering. As part of the sponsorship, every team will have complimentary access to 

Workbench for improved CAD file management and collaboration. GrabCAD is already a sponsor at the 

local level for teams such as “Nemesis” of Robbinsville High School, NJ and the “GearTicks” of 

Lincoln Sudbury Regional High School in Massachusetts. 

“GrabCAD Workbench has been great for a number of reasons,” says Anne Hutchinson, Coach of 

LSRHS GearTicks FIRST Tech Challenge team. “As a coach, I like that I have visibility into which 

students are working on the robot between meetings. As an engineering team, Workbench allows us to 

design a more complex robot. We are solving problems in the design phase rather than figuring things 

out after we've built the robot.” 

Lincoln Sudbury student and GearTick team member Catherine Appleby added "GrabCAD has enabled 

us to quickly share and collaborate on our robot designs. We no longer have to fuss around with making 

sure all team members are getting the latest model." 

Educational pricing of Workbench and the FIRST sponsorship are exciting additions to GrabCAD’s 

strong alliance with STEM education. GrabCAD also sponsors a variety of other student teams for 

university programs building Formula 1 cars, robot submarines, and satellites. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

 

InnovMetric and Prefixa Launch PolyWorks Mexico 

20 November 2014 

 

Following two years of successful cooperation, InnovMetric Software Inc. and Prefixa Vision Systems 

proudly announced today the launch of PolyWorks Mexico. This new business unit will be in charge of 

expanding the PolyWorks® market presence in Mexico by promoting PolyWorks and related high-end 

technical services to VIP accounts in the automotive and aerospace industries. 

"The Mexican manufacturing sector is booming and the country’s prospects of long-term growth are 

excellent. With the launch of PolyWorks Mexico, we can partner with our growing customer base in 

Mexico and help them reap the benefits of 3D measurement technologies for their engineering and 

quality control processes," said Marc Soucy, President of InnovMetric. 

"With our strong expertise in machine vision applications, it was a logical step forward for us to expand 

our business into the industrial 3D metrology market. We are very excited to partner with the leading 

provider of universal 3D metrology software platforms," added Miguel Arias, President of Prefixa. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Marshall University Receives in-kind Software Grant from Siemens PLM Software 

21 November 2014 
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Marshall University announced it has received an in-kind software grant from Siemens PLM Software, 

with a commercial value of nearly $134 million. 

The in-kind grant gives students access to the same technology that companies around the world depend 

on every day to develop innovative products in a wide variety of industries including automotive, 

aerospace, machinery, shipbuilding, high-tech electronics and many more. 

Graduates with this type of software training are highly-recruited candidates for advanced technology 

jobs. 

Marshall President Dr. Stephen J. Kopp said the university is excited to work with Siemens to provide 

industry-leading technology in its classrooms. 

"By using the same technology in the classroom that is used by companies all over the world, our 

students gain important real-world experience that will serve them well after graduation," he said. 

Bill Boswell, senior director, partner strategy, Siemens PLM Software, said, "Siemens PLM Software is 

dedicated to helping develop the next generation of highly trained and highly qualified engineers and 

technologists. Our academic partnership with Marshall University encourages students to pursue careers 

that will revitalize manufacturing in the U.S. and around the world." 

The in-kind grant for Marshall includes Siemens PLM Software's: 

 NX software, a leading integrated solution for computer-aided design, manufacturing and 

engineering (CAD/CAM/CAE); and 

 Solid Edge software, the most complete hybrid 2D/3D CAD system. 

Dr. Gayle L. Ormiston, Marshall's provost and senior vice president for academic affairs, added, "We 

are pleased to partner with a global corporation that is on the leading edge of PLM technology. Our 

school could not develop the next generation of engineers without the support of this state-of-the-art 

technology from Siemens PLM Software. This partnership enables us to meet the needs of employers 

and prepare students for these high-paying careers in science, technology, engineering and math." 

Dr. Wael Zatar, dean of Marshall's College of Information Technology and Engineering, also thanked 

Siemens PLM Software, saying, "This generous grant will enable our students to better prepare for 

successful advanced technology careers. It is exceptionally valuable because it helps us train our 

students for tomorrow's jobs using one of the best engineering design software solutions available." 

Dr. Asad A. Salem, professor and chairman of the university's Weisberg Division of Engineering, said, 

"Our students are excited to have access to this industry-leading technology, and we are grateful to 

Siemens for its commitment to advance education opportunities for our students." 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

New-Look French Websites for WorkNC Range 

25 November 2014 

 

Vero Software has launched new-look French websites for its WorkNC, WorkNC Dental, WorkPLAN 

Solutions and WorkXplore 3D software applications. 
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The websites have been completely remodelled in order to offer greater clarity and speed of information 

for customers and business partners. The welcome page is dynamically updated as major events related 

to the products occur – including new releases of software, videos and customer success stories. 

A single click on one of the tabs in the main menu gives immediate access to all information relative to 

products, multimedia channels, services, and documents to download. A simple click on one of the icons 

at the bottom of the pages shares an article or information concerning different functions with a third 

party, and bookmarks or prints a page. 

A powerful search engine, using keywords, makes navigating around the website much easier. In 

addition, users can also link directly to the relevant product social media channel such as Facebook, 

Twitter and LinkedIn from any page. 

Marketing Director Marc Freebrey says: “The new sites have been designed to provide the visitor with 

an improved user-experience, with all content accessible within three mouse clicks.” 

The sites also showcase the latest product developments and enhancements, and intelligently adapt all 

data to suit the viewing device, whether it be a full computer screen or any mobile phone and tablet. 

Finally, as well as French, the WorkNC, WorkNC Dental, WorkPLAN and WorkXplore 3D websites are 

available in German, Chinese, Spanish, English, Japanese, Korean and Brazilian...according to countries 

in which products are marketed by Group subsidiaries or by its distributors. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Omnify Software Announces Winners of 2014 Customer Recognition Awards 

25 November 2014 

 

Omnify Software today announces the winners of the 2014 Customer Recognition Awards presented 

during Omnify's 2014 Global PLM Customer Conference. 

The Omnify Software Recognition Awards honor customers that have demonstrated the ability to go 

above and beyond in utilizing Omnify Empower PLM to improve their product development processes. 

These awards also show Omnify's appreciation of the strong commitment customers have to the Omnify 

Software product. Awards were given in three categories: Innovation Leadership, Continuous 

Improvement and Customer Loyalty. 

The Innovation Leadership Award was presented to Acacia Communications, Inc., the leader in 

delivering intelligent transceivers for ultra-high speed fiber optic transmission to the 

telecommunications and data communications industry, for Acacia's rapid growth and expansion of 

Omnify Empower PLM across its enterprise with secure access by their Contract Manufacturers and 

integrating with their ERP system. The Continuous Improvement Award was presented to Research 

Electro-Optics, Inc (REO), a volume manufacturer of high precision thin film coatings, optics and 

optomechanical assemblies for the ultraviolet through the long-wave infrared, for revising their existing 

workflow processes and activating the Quality and Training Management modules to automate 

additional manual processes and improve their use of the system. The Customer Loyalty Award was 

presented to L-3 Klein Associates, Inc., the world's leading supplier of side scan sonar equipment and 

waterside security and surveillance systems, in recognition of their loyalty and support as an Omnify 

Software customer for the last 12 years. 

"The Customer Recognition Awards are our way of acknowledging customers who leverage Empower 

https://www.facebook.com/CADCAMsoftware
https://twitter.com/worknc
https://www.linkedin.com/company/worknc
http://www.omnifysoft.com/
http://acacia-inc.com/
http://www.reoinc.com/
http://www.reoinc.com/
http://www.l-3mps.com/Klein/
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PLM to improve business processes in unique ways," said David Solimini, Vice President of Sales for 

Omnify Software. "The awards are also a way to show our appreciation for customers that have 

demonstrated a long-standing commitment and belief in our products and services and it was an honor to 

present these awards." 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Siemens Team up with Ben Ainslie Racing to Launch Innovation Partnership 

25 November 2014 

 

Siemens PLM Software in the UK have teamed up with Ben Ainslie Racing to announce a landmark 

technology and innovation partnership ahead of the team’s plan to compete in the world renowned 

America’s Cup, to be held in 2017. 

From the UK, Siemens is providing cutting edge product lifecycle management (PLM) software 

products and, through their solution partner Majenta PLM, professional services.  The PLM environment 

will enable the world class engineering team to create, manage and share the innovative designs relating 

to the boat design and build. The partnership will last for a minimum of three years and will support the 

50,000 hours of research and development of the 22 strong design team. 

Additionally, 150,000 hours of expertise will also be supported for the boat design and build, in order to 

aid the team in their ambitions to win the oldest international sporting trophy in the world. 

Siemens will be helping to develop the AC62 boats - which have the potential to reach speeds of up to 

45 knots, or 52 miles per hour. Using advanced digital and software technologies Siemens will enable 

the design and testing the boats in virtual environments. This will be supported by a solid bank of data 

which can be used to fine tune the design of the boats so that they can constantly evolve to meet the 

needs of the Ben Ainslie Racing team. 

The Siemens PLM Software helps thousands of companies make products by optimising their 

production processes, from planning and development through manufacturing and support. The 

company has a large Research & Development presence in the UK, with over 400 software engineers 

based at its Cambridge development centre. 

Siemens NX and Teamcenter software will form the digital backbone of the boat development process 

allowing the entire engineering team to design, develop, simulate and manufacture in the virtual 

world.  The Siemens software manages the complete boat definition and revisions as the boat is 

developed, and also manages the alterations required based on the on-going changes in requirements 

from the sailing team. 

Technical support is provided by Majenta PLM professional services team, who will become an integral 

part of the Ben Ainslie Racing design team. Majenta PLM is one of the UK’s leading Siemens PLM 

Software Solution Providers and is also a Platinum Partner. 

Juergen Maier CEO of Siemens in the UK and Ireland said “We are putting the virtual winds into the 

sails of Ben Ainslie Racing through our partnership - we are immensely proud to support the team 

through our digital technology and software platforms - which we know will radically improve the 

performance of the team. What is particularly special about the partnership is that we will be supporting 

with our UK R&D capacity - backing the team in Portsmouth where the team will open their UK HQ 

next year,” 
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“Ben Ainslie Racing can only be successful if they have not only the best sailing team, but also the best 

design team and development teams. By investing in state of the art commercial software to develop a 

cutting edge sailing boat I believe the team will have a real advantage over the current cup holders.” 

The British Challenge was launched in June and is led by Sir Ben Ainslie. The team was set up to be a 

commercial sporting team, with a number of individual private investors alongside commercial 

sponsors.  

Sir Ben Ainslie commented “To win the America’s Cup with a British team, to bring the America’s Cup 

home for the first time in its history would be the most amazing experience. It’s a sporting challenge, it’s 

a technical challenge and it’s about bringing a large group of people together designing, building and 

then racing the fastest boat possible. The Siemens systems really enable us to collate our ideas and make 

sure they are put into practice. That’s why we wanted to partner with Siemens and we’ve been extremely 

impressed with the progress we’ve made so far.” 

The 35th match for the America’s Cup will be in 2017. It will be raced in 62 foot foiling catamarans, 

and the venue is due to be announced in the next few weeks. Ben Ainslie Racing will be challenging 

current Cup holders Oracle Team USA. 

In June this year Ben Ainslie Racing announced plans to build its high tech UK HQ in Portsmouth, it 

will be a showcase for sport, innovation, technology and sustainability. 

Andy Claughton the Technical Director for Ben Ainslie Racing added “The America’s Cup is a 

competition where you cannot afford to have an unreliable boat. “The most important challenge for us is 

to build the sailors a fast boat in which they have confidence. If they don’t have confidence they won’t 

be able to go for a manoeuvre that could win the race. This is why we have invested so heavily in the 

Software and technical support. 

“The most important thing we can do as the design team is to give the sailing team the boat that lets 

them perform at their best. All the time we’re trying to build a commonality of knowledge about the art 

of the possible between the sailing team and the design team. That’s why the capture of the information 

in 3D is so important - We want to have the 3D CAD model as the living embodiment of the design as it 

is right now.” 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Stratasys Joins PTC PartnerAdvantage Program to Increase Accessibility and Enhance Design for 

Additive Manufacturing 

25 November 2014 

 

Stratasys Ltd. today announced the company has joined the PTC
®
 PartnerAdvantage™ Program at the 

Platinum Tier to create integrated, collaborative solutions that enable PTC Creo
®
 design software users 

to optimize their designs and streamline workflows for Stratasys 3D printing solutions. 

PTC Inc. enables manufacturers to achieve a sustained product and service advantage. PTC technology 

solutions help customers transform the way they create, operate and service products across the entire 

product lifecycle - from conception and design to sourcing and service. The PTC PartnerAdvantage 

Program is PTC's technology partner program for complementary hardware and software companies. 

Stratasys and PTC share a vision of enabling optimized design for additive manufacturing and helping 

enterprise customers reap the benefits of production using additive manufacturing. The two companies 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stratasys.com%2F&esheet=50991332&newsitemid=20141125006072&lan=en-US&anchor=Stratasys+Ltd.&index=1&md5=641c6ce8610792d26a8f52dda8d0d498
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will participate in joint technical, educational and go-to-market activities that will increase the synergy 

and accessibility between PTC's design software and Stratasys' complete line of 3D printing solutions. 

Key customer use cases include prototyping, manufacturing tools, temporary parts, and end-use parts. 

Designers, engineers, and manufacturers may benefit from efficient, accurate and user-friendly design-

to-print workflows, and be able to create lighter and stronger products that have been designed and 

optimized with additive manufacturing in mind. 

"PTC is excited about collaborating with Stratasys to help transform the way our joint customers create 

great products," said Michael Campbell, Executive Vice President - CAD Segment, PTC Inc. "Our 

shared vision will not only support our customers as they embrace additive manufacturing but also allow 

them to exploit new technologies. Collaborating with Stratasys allows us to accelerate our ability to help 

customers create stronger, lighter, more differentiated products by truly optimizing their designs for 3D 

printing." 

"Working closely with our customers has shown us that there is a gap between design software 

programs and additive manufacturing technologies, which we are now bridging through key industry 

partnerships," said Dan Yalon, Executive VP of Business Development, Marketing and Vertical 

Solutions at Stratasys. "We are therefore pleased to announce this collaboration between two industry 

leaders, which is designed to create a streamlined experience between PTC and Stratasys solutions. The 

tools and knowledge we will provide are aimed to allow our customers to save significant time, effort 

and resources throughout their design and manufacturing cycle and improve the quality of the final 

products." 
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Events News 

Altair to Showcase Cloud Technology for Virtual Design and Engineering  

24 November 2014 

 

Altair today announced that the company will host a global event series on cloud computing topics, 

titled ATCx Cloud: Infinite Design Exploration, beginning in the U.K. in December and continuing into 

2015 in Germany, France, India, Japan, and the U.S. Customers spanning multiple industries will 

present their successes using Altair's cloud computer-aided engineering (CAE) and high-performance 

computing (HPC) solutions, including Vertu, Stanley Black & Decker, The University of Edinburgh, 

Hieta, and Zodiac Aerospace. In addition, presentations by Intel and Amazon Web Services (AWS) will 

be featured. 

Altair will introduce HyperWorks Unlimited™ - Virtual for AWS, offering unlimited access to Altair 

HyperWorks® and PBS Works™. This offering provides the ability to scale at will, accommodating 

peaks in demand with no performance degradation. Instantaneous access, faster speed, the convenience 

of the web, and a completely configured HPC environment make Altair Cloud solutions an attractive 

choice for CAE and HPC. The Altair platform integrates the simulation lifecycle on the cloud, enabling 

engineering teams to perform and collaborate on large-scale design of experiments, stochastic studies, 

and numerical optimization with ease. 

Behind every highly-engineered product stands a design team which has thought through every scenario, 

http://globalmessaging2.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7860889&adr_order=17&url=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5hbHRhaXIuY29tLw%3D%3D
http://globalmessaging2.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7860889&adr_order=17&url=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5hbHRhaXJhdGMuY29tL0V2ZW50SG9tZS5hc3B4P2V2ZW50X2lkPTM1
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weighed all options, and made calculated engineering decisions to perfect their design. Teams are often 

constrained by limited access, scalability and/or usability of resources, including hardware and software. 

This has historically restricted engineers' freedom to explore. 

Cloud technologies promise scalability of resources on demand, democratizing access to HPC and other 

elite, physics-based CAE technologies. Delivering an experience that eliminates the complexity of 

integration, providing only necessary applications through the proverbial single pane of glass, is a 

tremendous engineering challenge. Altair's expertise in putting together the entire simulation stack, 

regardless of the hardware platform, helps to meet this challenge and represents the company's unique 

contribution to the engineering community. 

"For organizations looking to equip their CAE teams with infinite exploration possibilities, this is a 

must-attend event series," said Ravi Kunju, Vice President of Strategy and Business Development at 

Altair. "Altair is the only company that builds both state-of-the-art CAE application software and HPC 

middleware to deliver an unparalleled user experience and business model. We are offering every 

attending organization the opportunity to experience the Altair cloud during the event with free cloud 

cycles." 

This event series will address the interests and needs of design engineers, CAE specialists, senior 

executives responsible for product development, and managers of engineering departments. The ATCx 

Cloud series will kick off in Gaydon, U.K., on Dec. 9, 2014, followed by a second event Feb. 26, 2015, 

in Frankfurt, Germany. More events are planned in the U.S., France, India, and Japan. For additional 

details, please click here or visit www.altairatc.com.  
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ANSYS CEO to Present at the Nasdaq 31st Investor Program in London, UK  

26 November 2014 

 

ANSYS, Inc., announced today that James E. Cashman III, president and chief executive officer of 

ANSYS, Inc., will present a company overview and answer questions at the Nasdaq 31st Investor 

Program in London, England on Tuesday, December 2, 2014, at 8:30 a.m. Greenwich Time (3:30 a.m. 

Eastern Time). A live audio web cast and archive will be available at http://investors.ansys.com   

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Autodesk to Present at Upcoming Investor Conferences 

24 November 2014 

 

WHAT: Autodesk, Inc. today announced its executives will be speaking at the following upcoming 

investor conferences: 

 Credit Suisse Technology Conference, December 3 in Scottsdale, Arizona 

 Barclays Global Technology Conference, December 9 in San Francisco 

HOW: A live webcast and replay of the presentations will be available through Autodesk's Investor 

Relations Website at www.autodesk.com/investors. Please go to the Website at least 15 minutes early to 

http://globalmessaging2.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7860889&adr_order=17&url=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5hbHRhaXJhdGMuY29tL0V2ZW50SG9tZS5hc3B4P2V2ZW50X2lkPTM0
http://globalmessaging2.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7860889&adr_order=17&url=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5hbHRhaXJhdGMuY29tLw%3D%3D
http://investors.ansys.com/
http://www.autodesk.com/investors
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register, download and install any necessary software. 

CONTACT: For more information, please call Autodesk Investor Relations at 415-507-6705. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Cimatron to Showcase Advanced, New Mold Design Capabilities at Euromold  

25 November 2014 

 

Cimatron Limited today announced that CimatronE 12, the latest version of its integrated CAD/CAM 

software, will be demonstrated at the Euromold trade show, Frankfurt/Main, Germany, from November 

25-28, 2014. 

"We are very proud that many of the leading mold makers in Germany have selected CimatronE to 

support their design and manufacturing process," said Mr. Dirk Dombert, Cimatron's General Manager 

for Germany. "A testimony to our customers' success is the inclusion of two Cimatron customers as 

finalists in the German 'Toolmaker of the Year' competition. Version 12 provides major new 

advancements and capabilities that promote improved accuracy with dramatic time savings for mold 

shops, thanks to a combination of powerful automations, analysis tools, and process-driven features." 

New and enhanced capabilities in CimatronE 12 include: 

 A new insert design application for simplified and quicker insert design. All standard aspects 

of the insert are automatically created, as well as a new insert part file, a cutting object, and 

reliefs. All dimensions can be managed and the cutting object's design verified. 

 A new fastening tool for automatic creation of a wedge (custom shape or manually defined) on a 

selected face of an edge and its cutting object. 

 Moldex 3D cooling simulation - a new analysis module that simulates the cooling of the mold. 

This tool helps evaluate cycle times, mold temperature distribution and effects of various mold 

materials. Using the Moldex3D Cooling Analysis in combination with the Moldex3D Flow 

Analysis increases the accuracy of the flow simulation and is especially useful for complex 

cooling circuits as well as for conformal cooling circuits. 

 A new Table of Ejectors which simplifies the process of pairing multiple ejectors to the holes 

they belong to on the shop floor, as well as providing a detailed listing of all ejectors in a 

project.   

 Enhanced Motion Simulation offers greater simplicity and control over the simulation. The 

Motion Simulator now enables not only checking collisions but also offers a simple free motion 

mode to support design decisions in early design stages. 

The Cimatron booth will also be displaying GibbsCAM 2015, its product line for Production Milling, 

which supports 2-5 axis milling, turning, mill/turning, multi-task simultaneous machining and wire-

EDM. GibbsCAM 2015 features the revolutionary new UKM (Universal Kinematic Machine) 

technology that enables users to program and simulate virtually any machine with extreme accuracy. 

For a one-on-one demonstration of these solutions, visit the Cimatron booth (Hall 8, Booth F70) at 

Euromold. 

 

http://www.cimatron.com/
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Financial News 

HP Reports Fiscal 2014 Full-Year and Fourth Quarter Results 

25 November 2014 

 

 Fiscal 2014 net revenue of $111.5 billion, down 1% from the prior-year period and flat on a 

constant currency basis 

 Fiscal 2014 non-GAAP diluted net earnings per share of $3.74, within the previously provided 

outlook of $3.70 to $3.74 per share 

 Fiscal 2014 GAAP diluted net earnings per share of $2.62, within the previously provided 

outlook of $2.60 to $2.64 per share 

 Fourth quarter net revenue of $28.4 billion, down 2% from the prior-year period and down 3% 

on a constant currency basis 

 Fourth quarter non-GAAP diluted net earnings per share of $1.06, up 5% from the prior-year 

period, versus the previously provided outlook of $1.03 to $1.07 per share 

 Fourth quarter GAAP diluted net earnings per share of $0.70, down 4% from the prior-year 

period, versus the previously provided outlook of $0.67 to $0.71 per share 

 Fourth quarter cash flow from operations of $2.7 billion, down 4% from the prior-year period 

 Returned $1.1 billion to shareholders in the form of share repurchases and dividends in the fourth 

quarter 

 Operating company net cash of $5.9 billion, a sequential improvement of $1 billion 

To view an unabridged version of this press release, visit: http://www8.hp.com/us/en/hp-news/press-

release.html?wireId=1900243&pageTitle=HP+Reports+Fiscal+2014+Full-

Year+and+Fourth+Quarter+Results+#.VHXwaYvF8xE  

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Implementation Investments 

Contract Manufacturer August Electronics Manages Engineering Changes and Documentation with 

Software System 

26 November 2014 

 

August Electronics is a leading Electronics Manufacturing Services (EMS) provider with headquarters 

in Calgary, Alberta, Canada. They have a distinguished and long-standing track record of customer 

satisfaction and productivity, as shown by their yearly recognition in Profit magazine’s PROFIT 200 – 

Canada’s top 200 fastest growing companies. As an ISO 9001:2008 certified company, August 

Electronics is committed to a philosophy of continuous quality improvement. When combined with 

http://www8.hp.com/us/en/hp-news/press-release.html?wireId=1900243&pageTitle=HP+Reports+Fiscal+2014+Full-Year+and+Fourth+Quarter+Results+#.VHXwaYvF8xE
http://www8.hp.com/us/en/hp-news/press-release.html?wireId=1900243&pageTitle=HP+Reports+Fiscal+2014+Full-Year+and+Fourth+Quarter+Results+#.VHXwaYvF8xE
http://www8.hp.com/us/en/hp-news/press-release.html?wireId=1900243&pageTitle=HP+Reports+Fiscal+2014+Full-Year+and+Fourth+Quarter+Results+#.VHXwaYvF8xE
http://www.aeicm.com/


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 17 

strong work ethic and a core of quality training for their personnel, they consistently exceed their 

customers’ expectations, setting them apart from their competitors. 

As an EMS provider, August Electronics receives product/Bill of Material (BOM) information from 

customers in various formats including emails, spreadsheets and even phone calls. Without an electronic 

system in place to track and manage this information, August would run into issues with duplicate data 

and wasted time spent searching for information. Their existing Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) 

system did not keep a history of any change/Engineering Change Order (ECO) process and did not have 

the capability of storing and controlling documents. This made it difficult to gather all of the support 

documents needed with regards to Engineering Change and Document Control. 

The Company set out to find a software solution to electronically manage their Bill of Materials 

(BOMs), keep track of Engineering Change history, provide document revision control and integrate 

with their ERP system. August Electronics selected the Empower PLM solution from Omnify Software 

based on a recommendation from their ERP vendor. Omnify Software is an Aptean Intuitive ERP 

Technology Partner with a multitude of proven integrations to Intuitive. After reviewing the product, 

August Electronics selected Empower PLM.   

“Omnify Empower offered exactly what we needed,” stated Tanya Korenda, General Manager at August 

Electronics. “It has allowed us to simplify and efficiently manage engineering changes and document 

control is now easier than ever.” 

The Omnify Empower system is integrated with August’s Intuitive ERP environment. Information is 

shared bi-directionally where released filed are uploaded from Empower to Intuitive and data is also 

uploaded from Intuitive into Empower. Sharing this data electronically provides a guarantee that design 

and manufacturing have access to accurate and current product information. “Omnify Empower makes it 

easier to find the information needed to communicate with customers by allowing us to tie much more 

information to parts and assemblies than would be possible with just ERP,” stated Ms. Korenda. 

Implementing Omnify Empower also helped August Electronics to obtain ISO 9001 certification by 

supporting proper processes to meet the ISO Quality Management Systems requirements. With 

Empower PLM, August has the necessary controlled processes in place for managing product 

information and aiding continuous improvement practices.  

“Our emphasis on quality, customer focus and innovative technology is what provides our customers 

with significant advantages in the marketplace,” said Ms. Korenda. “Adopting Omnify Empower to 

improve our development processes is another verification of our focus on consistently delivering high 

quality products and services that meet our customer’s needs.” 
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Dassault Systèmes’ 3DEXPERIENCE Platform Enables PSA Peugeot Citroën to Reinforce its Zero-

Defect Strategy in Manufacturing 

25 November 2014 

 

Dassault Systèmes announced today that PSA Peugeot Citroën has decided to significantly intensify the 

use of its DELMIA digital manufacturing applications to help simplify the innovation process of its 

body-in-white division. With this expansion, which provides end-to-end digital continuity between 

engineering and manufacturing, PSA Peugeot Citroën can now efficiently address right-first-time 

http://www.omnifysoft.com/
http://www.aptean.com/solutions/application/erp-solutions
http://www.3ds.com/
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robotics planning. 

Powered by the 3DEXPERIENCE platform, PSA Peugeot Citroën’s implementation now supports 

advanced robotics simulation, including feasibility and reachability studies and programs. This support 

of the earliest stages of production layout complements final assembly simulation, painting, powertrain, 

and stamping. 

In order to notably improve manufacturability of vehicle parts that include openings, panels, structures 

and underbodies, PSA Peugeot Citroën wanted tighter product and process integration, so that teams can 

detect and correct potential manufacturing issues early in the development cycle. DELMIA Robotics 

simulation applications are bridging robot layout and their operation in production, dramatically 

simplifying space allocation, which helps to avoid potential errors and collisions that can lead to 

material waste and production re-do’s. By integrating robotics simulation on the 3DEXPERIENCE 

platform, PSA Peugeot Citroën will increase its plant flexibility and fortify its modularization strategy 

by reinforcing standardization and production line reuse from one car program to the next. 

“We decided to extend our use of the Dassault Systèmes portfolio to our body-in-white division to create 

a seamless, digital continuity between engineering and manufacturing which we believe is key to 

strengthen our overall business agility,” said Sébastien Gagnepain, Process and Digital Factory 

Coordinator, PSA Peugeot Citroën. “Using Dassault Systèmes’ 3DEXPERIENCE platform for robotics, 

we will be able to reduce troubleshooting and cycle times by integrating the early stages of 

development. We are expecting significant productivity gains in tooling design, analysis time calculation 

and offline programming.” 

“We are pleased to contribute to PSA Peugeot Citroën´s success by integrating their innovation 

processes on the 3DEXPERIENCE platform,” said Olivier Sappin, Vice President, Transportation & 

Mobility Industry, Dassault Systèmes. “Unleashing the synergies between engineering and 

manufacturing on a single, open and scalable platform is key to fortify zero-defect approaches and 

master today´s complexities of vehicle innovation. Leveraging our business experience platform, 

automotive OEMs have no limits in integrating the entire innovation eco-system, in order to realize 

productivity gains and to create the mobility experiences for today´s and tomorrow´s demanding 

customers across the globe.” 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Dassault Systèmes and Solar Impulse Define a New Chapter in the Future of Solar-Powered Aviation 

25 November 2014 

 

Dassault Systèmes announced today the renewal of its ongoing technical partnership with Solar Impulse 

SA and publicly committed itself to the next phases of the record-breaking, solar-powered, round the 

world airplane project. The Solar Impulse 2 airplane, revealed on April 9 and successfully test flown in 

June of this year, is designed using Dassault Systèmes’ 3DEXPERIENCE platform. 

Solar Impulse uses Dassault Systèmes’ 3DEXPERIENCE platform, including its CATIA and ENOVIA 

applications, to design, build, and validate this second solar airplane. Solar Impulse 1 was a test bed for 

the incredibly complex new technologies required to fly day and night using solar energy alone. Solar 

Impulse 2 will carry the mission forward and fly around the world in 2015. 

http://www.3ds.com/
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The team faced new challenges and trade-offs in designing such an innovative plane, including a new 

design for the fuselage and wings, and using new materials to achieve strict weight objectives. 

Designing a cockpit providing safety, comfort, and command accessibility for a pilot on an around-the-

world flight required sophisticated design and management tools. Dassault Systèmes applications, in use 

by the team since 2006, helped ensure smooth execution of the ongoing development process and 

milestones. 

“For over a century, pioneers have been pushing the limits of aviation and transforming ideas into 

‘firsts,’ from the first human flight to balloon flights and space missions once thought to be impossible,” 

said André Borschberg, Co-founder CEO and Pilot, Solar Impulse.  “We continue to apply this 

entrepreneurial spirit to engineering and research programs that blend 21st century technologies like the 

3DEXPERIENCE platform with a mission to improve mankind’s impact on the environment.” 

“We had to be right the first time. We needed proven, cutting edge industry solutions to craft the 

experience for which we were looking. That’s why we went to Dassault Systèmes and its 

3DEXPERIENCE platform,” said Bertrand Piccard, Initiator, Chairman and Pilot, Solar Impulse. “An 

experience perspective is exactly what we needed when creating an airplane to achieve such long flights. 

We’re in the cockpit for five days at a time. Everything, from the propulsion, to the electronics, to the 

crew facilities needs to be considered, planned, integrated and implemented for such a flight to be 

successful.”  

“This is about more than just serving the needs of a customer,” said Michel Tellier, Vice President, 

Aerospace & Defense Industry, Dassault Systèmes. “It’s more than just an airplane, Solar Impulse is a 

message. The Solar Impulse project is showing the world that alternative, clean energy can be safe and 

viable in the most extreme circumstances and that it has the power to change the world.” 
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Federal Electric Adopts ZW3D for Streamlining Design and Manufacture Processes 

24 November 2014 

 

ZW3D today announced that it has been selected by Federal Electric Corp., Ltd. (FEC), the biggest 

manufacturer of SHARP in Thailand. 

Established in 1978, FEC specialize in manufacturing SHARP electric home appliances and OEM 

business for global distribution, like USA, Malaysia, Indonesia, Singapore, Hong Kong, Vietnam, 

Cambodia, Philippines, Sweden, and many more. 

The Need 
As an electric home appliance manufacturer, FEC intends to manufacture quality products by utilizing 

state-of-the-art technologies for the efficient production capacity. To stay ahead of competitors, FEC 

needed a fully-functional CAD/CAM solution to maximally optimize the workflow of design and 

manufacture with reduced cost. 

The Solution 
After in-depth research and careful evaluation, FEC picked ZW3D to help improve efficiency and boost 

productivity. “The ZW3D CAD/CAM solution gives us all functionalities that we need at a competitive 

price,” said Atikom Prangsuwan, Senior Product Designer of FEC, “It’s quite easy to create 3D models 

and quick to modify parts in ZW3D.” 

http://www.zwsoft.com/zw3d/index.html
http://www.federalelectric.co.th/
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Empowered by embedded Data Translator and integrated CAD/CAM, ZW3D enables FEC’s engineers 

to leverage existing data with streamlined modeling, mold design and manufacturing processes with no 

need for re-engineering, boosting productivity with saved cost and shortened leads time. 

Atikom added, “ZW3D systematically helps the tasks in 3D Modeling, 2D Drawing and design structure 

of mold with improved efficiency.” Take mold design for example. In the past, FEC outsourced mold 

design which required around a week. But now, with ZW3D, mold design only takes 1 to 2 days. 
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Intergraph® SmartPlant® Enterprise Core Delivers Electronic Document Management System for 

PetroVietnam Technical Services Corporation  

21 November 2014 

 

The Mechanical and Construction division of PetroVietnam Technical Services Corporation (PTSC-

M&C), a leading provider of diversified technical services to the oil and gas industry, has leveraged 

Intergraph
®
 SmartPlant

®
 Enterprise Core to successfully implement a new Electronic Document 

Management System (EDMS). 

Having worked on some of Vietnam's largest and most complex oil and gas projects, PTSC-M&C found 

that the effective management and control of thousands of documents across a project lifecycle was a 

significant challenge – especially when multiple departments and potentially hundreds of personnel were 

involved. In 2013, the company began the search for a new EDMS and selected Intergraph to provide 

the solution after an extensive evaluation period that involved multiple vendors. 

Intergraph worked in conjunction with local distributor and partner, True Technology, to implement the 

new EDMS, which is used to manage project documents by making use of pre-configured work 

processes, allowing PTSC-M&C's project to team to effectively monitor, control, track and respond to 

document control needs. 

"The combination of Intergraph's superior technology, consulting experience and the local support of 

True Technology were significant factors in the selection process," said Bui Hoang Diep, PTSC-M&C 

deputy director. "We are extremely satisfied with the successful implementation of Intergraph's EDMS 

on our first production project and we are already realizing the benefits." 

Gerhard Sallinger, Intergraph Process, Power & Marine president, said, "As one of 

the Vietnam's leading engineering contractors, PTSC-M&C plays a significant role in setting the 

standards for the wider industry. The combination of Intergraph's industry leading technology and 

consulting services – backed by local support from True Technology – will help to ensure that PTSC-

M&C continues to set the pace in Southeast Asia's oil and gas industry." 
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WorkNC CAM and WorkXplore 3D Viewer Boost Efficiency at Heck & Becker GmbH 

24 November 2014 

 

Die-cast aluminum components, which play a central role in the production of lightweight engines and 
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transmissions, are in demand today as never before. That’s good news for Heck & Becker, a forerunner 

for die-cast mold production that has focused exclusively on the construction of sophisticated molding 

tools since the 1990s.   

Established as a model factory in 1936 and dubbed Dautphe by founders Ludwig Heck and Jakob 

Becker, the family business known today as Heck & Becker has grown from an original eight to 160 

employees. As one of the most successful and innovative mold makers for the automotive sector, the 

company — based in Dautphetal, Germany — is actively involved in the development of emerging 

automotive technologies. In addition to producing parts for conventional combustion engines, the 

company manufactures lightweight components, as well as alternative-energy parts. 

Progress Through CAD and CAM Software  

Over the years, Heck & Becker has demonstrated that it’s not just at the technological forefront when it 

comes to embracing new production processes, but new design and programming methods as well. 

Modern computer-aided-design (CAD) and computer-aided-manufacturing (CAM) techniques were 

implemented by the company in the early ’90s, when it invested in Catia CAD software, by Dassault 

Systèmes, due to its direct cooperation with automobile manufacturers. The mold maker then added NC 

programming to its repertoire by installing WorkNC, a CAM system by Vero Software. 

Achim Klein, who manages the production control department that handles CAM, HSM and EDM for 

Heck & Becker, believes that early developments in manufacturing software led to a revolution in the 

tool and mold-making industry. Today, with the use of design software and WorkNC at Heck & Becker, 

a part model is created on a PC and imported into WorkNC system. A program is then generated with a 

few clicks of the mouse and directly transferred to the machine tool. The entire milling job, which in the 

past could take more than a year, now only takes a few days — or even a few hours.  

“WorkNC is the CAM System for Mold and Die Making” 

Heck & Becker has been using WorkNC for over 20 years, and the primary reason for its initial choice 

remains the same.  

“WorkNC is the CAM system for mold and die making. It is easy to use and includes all the special 

milling strategies we need,” according to both Klein and Ralf Fett, Heck & Becker’s production 

manager since 1983.   

Today, Heck & Becker employs five programmers who use WorkNC V22 to power a total of 16 

machining centers and EDM machines. To make their jobs easier than ever, WorkNC provides 

optimized milling strategies for 2-, 2.5- and 3D machining, as well as advantageous automatic functions 

for 3-, 4- and 5-axis machining. WorkNC plays a crucial role in the journey from art to part at Heck & 

Becker — and that journey begins with CAD interoperability. 

“As our customers use different development and design systems, WorkNC offers direct interfaces to all 

major systems,” Fett says.  

Fett adds that WorkNC, in addition to its feature-recognition capability, is also valuable for its ease in 

tool management, as well as for its collision detection and simulation functions. Along the lines of 

simulation capabilities, the company takes advantage of the WorkNC Viewer, which allows machine–

tool operators to analyze and simulate CAM programs before production, and provides detailed 

information more quickly and accurately than can printed drawings and process reports.  

Viewers Save Time and Walking Distances 

In order to quickly provide important information concerning parts and die-casting molds for other 

divisions of the company, Heck & Becker also invested in several licenses of Vero Software’s 
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WorkXplore 3D viewer five years ago. This fast-acting software is designed for the direct 

representation, analysis and collaborative addition of 3D CAD data without the need to acquire the 

original CAD software. After a test period in the purchasing, finance, and assembly departments, Heck 

& Becker employees cannot imagine life without it. Even the programming department uses 

WorkXplore 3D to rapidly check original customer data before starting the actual programming work. 

For Klein and Fett, this ease of use, ability to verify data and simulate programs makes for a powerful 

package. Ultimately, customer satisfaction and quality production make WorkNC the strongest player on 

the stage. 

Part of the Vero Software Group, WorkNC is a leading automatic CNC software for surface or solid 

models in mold, die and tooling businesses for 2 to 5-axis CNC programming. WorkXplore contains 

many features usually only found in CAD systems, enabling the user to perform diagnostics, create 

assembly instructions and prepare the production of 3D models.  
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3D Systems Announces 3DSPRINT a Shared Cloud and Desktop Platform that Makes the Design-to-

Manufacturing Workflow Faster, Simpler and Ubiquitously Connected 

25 November 2014 

 

3D Systems announced 3DSPRINT
TM

, a new desktop and cloud-based platform that changes the way 

people share, view and print 3D data. 3DSPRINT empowers anyone to access and print 3D data 

anytime, from any source, anywhere, breaking down historic design and manufacturing barriers to 3D 

printing. It allows engineers, designers, service bureaus and customers to focus on delivering the best 

products to market faster than ever and worry less about if and how they’ll get their 3D prints. Users can 

store, access and share data with anyone they choose, from wherever they want: in a secured public 

cloud, on the desktop or in their own private cloud. 

“We are very excited to deliver the full power and benefits of our integrated digital thread to our 

extensive user community worldwide,” said Avi Reichental, President and CEO, 3DS. “With 

3DSPRINT we are giving engineers and designers the ultimate streamlined shared cloud and desktop 

platform experience that makes the design-to-manufacturing workflow faster, simpler and ubiquitously 

connected.” 

With 3DSPRINT, users can access the full range of on-demand cloud printing capabilities with a single 

click via 3DS’ Quickparts service or print to an in-house printer, opening up unlimited possibilities in 

the design-to-manufacturing process. Additionally, with sophisticated printability analysis and instant 

cost calculation, 3DSPRINT users can be confident that their parts will come out right, on time and on 

budget. The platform allows users to work with 3D data from virtually any source in their browser or via 

the desktop app. 

3DSPRINT is a free platform for all users and will offer premium enterprise features for enhanced 

productivity and workflow control.  3DS plans to preview the platform at EuroMold 2014, including live 

demos and exclusive invitations for users to experience it. 

The 3DSPRINT desktop app is immediately available for ProJet 1200 and ProJet 5500X, and will be 

http://3dsystems.com/
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available for 3DS’ entire range of ProJet and ProX printers in the future. The 3DSPRINT cloud app will 

be available for preview and user feedback after EuroMold 2014. Sign up to be part of our customer 

preview to get early access to pre-release versions of 3DSPRINT at 

http://software.3dsystems.com/3dsprint-preview. 
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3D Systems Releases Capture Mini, Latest Solution for Scan-Based Design and Inspection 

25 November 2014 

 

3D Systems announced today the release of its Capture
TM

 Mini scan-based design and inspection system 

— a smaller, more accurate version of its previously released Geomagic
®
 Capture system. With a choice 

of 3DS’ industry-leading Geomagic software products included, the Capture Mini system is an 

economical, highly accurate and easy-to-use turnkey solution for scanning, designing and inspecting 

small objects. It is ideal for industries such as manufacturing, product design, mechanical, jewelry and 

dental appliances. 

Like the original Geomagic Capture system, Capture Mini uses state-of-the-art blue LED structured-

light scanning technology to bring real objects into a variety of CAD packages, allowing designers and 

engineers the freedom to create new designs based on existing objects. On the inspection side, Capture 

Mini provides quality assurance engineers the valuable ability to scan a part on their desktop and check 

its quality against CAD designs, thus intercepting design flaws and manufacturing challenges early in 

the process. At only two pounds, Capture Mini can be used virtually anywhere for easy scanning on the 

go. 

“Capture Mini gives our customers yet another option to begin their journey through the digital thread,” 

said Calvin Hur, Vice President and General Manager, Geomagic Solutions, 3DS. “This is an easy, 

highly precise way to begin bringing the real world into digital design packages, then creating objects, 

3D printing them, and scanning them for fidelity to CAD designs. It opens the door for creating 3D 

content of all kinds.” 

Capture Mini brings precision and quality to small-object scanning, with accuracy of as little as .034 mm 

(.0013 in.) and greatly improved fidelity of scan data. This compact scanner captures nearly 1 million 

points per scan in a speedy .3 seconds, and its field of view (88 x 87 mm) is ideal for objects that fit in 

the palm of your hand: jewelry, dental prosthetics, electronic components, toys, automotive and 

aerospace components and other small, precise parts. 

Engineered to be powerful yet user friendly, Capture Mini is highly versatile with a number of options to 

complete your desktop scanning setup. The Capture Mini can be combined with the Capture Pro Pack, 

which includes a powered rotary table for automated 360-degree scanning and a hard case for easy 

transport. In addition, Capture Mini is compatible with the Geomagic Capture multi-scanner setup, 

allowing for fast, coordinated scanning with multiple units. User experience becomes even easier with 

the Capture Mini’s simple cable configuration and quick setup. Watch a video highlighting the Capture 

Mini here. 

Capture Mini is available immediately and is compatible with existing Capture plugin software. Every 

configuration of the original Geomagic Capture is also available with the Capture Mini for no additional 

cost. 

http://software.3dsystems.com/3dsprint-preview
http://3dsystems.com/
http://www.geomagic.com/en/products/capture/overview
http://www.3dsystems.com/introducing-capturetm-mini-scanner-3d-systems
http://www.3dsystems.com/introducing-capturetm-mini-scanner-3d-systems


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 24 

3DS will exhibit the Capture Mini at EuroMold 2014 in Frankfurt, Germany from November 25-28, 

2014, at the Messe Frankfurt in booths D69 and F90 in hall 11, along with 3DS’ latest 3D printers, 

advanced material options, cloud-sourced custom parts and digital thread of 3D capture, creation, print 

and inspection tools. 
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Advanced Solutions Partners to Provide Lifecycle BIM 

25 November 2014 

 

Advanced Solutions is helping firms streamline information flows and provide better data to building 

owners and operators through Lifecycle BIM. 

Advanced Solutions Design Software has partnered with Codebook International, Brockwell IT 

Consulting, and Ecodomus, to provide each of the key components within the Lifecycle BIM solution. 

Each of these unique companies is a strong addition to the Lifecycle BIM solution, complementing the 

current Autodesk software solutions Advanced Solutions delivers to its customers. 

For building owners seeking to improve facilities management, Lifecycle BIM is a comprehensive 

solution that incorporates industry leading building design, GIS, data management, and facility 

management software into best practice workflows to enhance communication, increase efficiency, and 

reduce costs. Advanced Solutions' fully integrated solution enables owners to optimize their building 

operations from cradle to grave. Michael Golway, Advanced Solutions President and CEO, shared his 

enthusiasm for this new offering, stating, "Advanced Solutions prides itself on our innovative software 

solutions and high quality consulting services. Lifecycle BIM offers a key value proposition and service 

to owners, general contractors and all consultants in a project."  

Andy Hamer, CodeBook International CEO, said, "Through Advanced Solutions, CodeBook will now 

be expanding its professional collaboration on key projects across the United States." The CodeBook 

Data Management application manages building information from project inception through to facility 

management after project completion. Working with industry standard CAD and BIM tools, CodeBook 

links to models, shares data, and gives rapid, detailed reports and validations throughout the design and 

construction phases of a project. On completion, the building owner takes possession of a detailed, 

room-by-room, information database linked to the 3D building model. 

Brockwell IT Consulting specializes in geospatial asset management and design systems for utilities, 

providing solutions for infrastructure design, planning and management, as well as geospatial 

design. President and CTO of Brockwell IT Consulting, Stephen Brockwell stated, "Their (Advanced 

Solutions) Lifecycle BIM approach provides customers with seamless integration of all the necessary 

data inside the building and the critical infrastructure outside it… Brockwell IT Consulting aims to 

improve the ability to serve our clients and theirs." 

Another valued partner in the Lifecycle BIM cache, Ecodomus software will provide a 3D view of 

facilities in an easy-to-use format for facility managers that links BIM with real-time facility operations 

data acquired via meters & sensors (Building Automation Systems, BAS) and facility management (FM) 

software. 

Public and private sector clients call upon Advanced Solutions Design Software expertise to integrate 

http://www.advancedsolutions.com/design/
http://www.advancedsolutions.com/services/lifecyclebim.aspx
http://www.codebookinternational.com/
http://www.brockwellit.com/
http://www.brockwellit.com/
http://www.ecodomus.com/
http://www.advancedsolutions.com/services/lifecyclebim.aspx
http://www.codebookinternational.com/
http://www.codebookinternational.com/
http://www.brockwellit.com/
http://www.ecodomus.com/
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various 3D, workflow and BIM technologies. The Lifecycle BIM solution is a welcome addition to the 

Advanced Solutions portfolio of products and brands. As a diversified technology company, providing 

integrated software solutions and services, enabling businesses to achieve more effective products, 

processes, technologies and ideas, Advanced Solutions is proud to offer Lifecycle BIM. 
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AlphaCorr Introduces Folding Genius™ AI Version 2 for Mac & Windows 

25 November 2014 

 

AlphaCorr announced the second release of Folding Genius for Adobe Illustrator. Folding Genius is 

intended for AI users who need folded 3D visualization of their existing dieline design files for 

corrugated packaging and point-of-purchase displays. 

Folding Genius supports 3D visualization of dielines created in: 

 AlphaCorr Rules, SteelRules or Dieline Genius Online 

 Esko Artios 

 Arden Impact 

 Adobe Illustrator 

Supporting Adobe Illustrator versions CS6, CC and CC2014 on both Mac and Windows, the Folding 

Genius plug-in works from within Illustrator to animate and render folded cartons, boxes and displays 

with their graphics, then exports to 3D PDF. 
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Altair HyperXtrude® 2015 Brings Extrusion Simulation to the Shop Floor  

25 November 2014 

 

Altair today announced the launch of HyperXtrude 2015, a new version of the popular simulation tool 

for extrusion processes. For the first time, engineers on the shop floor may validate die designs using 

computer-aided engineering (CAE) techniques directly from computer-aided design (CAD) models. 

This change represents a significant workflow improvement. 

Extrusion companies today must create a more extensive mix of complex profiles in a shorter period of 

time than ever before. At the same time, there is constant downward price pressure on production costs. 

With HyperXtrude 2015, engineers can analyze material flow and heat transfer inside a die during 

extrusion to validate die designs, reducing costly and time-consuming trials. 

A completely new, intuitive interface distinguishes HyperXtrude 2015 from previous releases of the 

leading physics-based extrusion solver. HyperXtrude 2015 automates routine steps of the model 

building process with no compromise on accuracy or mesh quality, allowing die designers to perform 

simulation with very little time spent on learning or modeling the software. The setup of an analysis 

happens directly on the CAD model while the mesh and complex details stay hidden in the background. 

As a result, users without a finite element analysis background can use the tool to validate and optimize 

http://www.advancedsolutions.com/services/lifecyclebim.aspx
http://globalmessaging1.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7861801&adr_order=17&url=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5hbHRhaXIuY29tLw%3D%3D
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their die designs. For example, while experts may have spent two to four hours meshing a model with 

previous software tools, HyperXtrude 2015 allows the completion of pre-processing in just 15 minutes. 

"HyperXtrude 2015 takes a giant leap forward, making CAE accessible to the engineer on the shop 

floor," said Mahender Reddy, Development Director at Altair. "Our next-generation framework is much 

easier to use, allowing model setup in a CAD-like environment that is very easy to use. It bridges the 

gap between engineers, analysts, and manufacturing specialists, making communication among 

departments much more seamless." 

Employing CAE in the extrusion industry is a relatively recent trend. With the increased focus on 

aluminum and various polymer extrusions in the automotive and aerospace industries, the use of CAE 

has become a critical quality differentiator. Designers need to ensure that extruded parts exhibit the 

correct strength properties with no flaws or blemishes.  

"CAE tools give us additional confidence in the design process," says Jeff Skinner, responsible for 

research and development at Thumb Tool and Engineering, a subsidiary of the Gemini Group. "When 

extruding materials, it is critical to avoid imperfections while meeting structural requirements. Our 

outputs undergo a very high level of scrutiny with respect to finish quality, and HyperXtrude helps us 

achieve that quality, every time." 

HyperXtrude 2015 supports steady-state metal extrusion analysis and includes analysis of solid and 

hollow profiles, direct and indirect extrusion, and single and multi-hole dies. Imported CAD models can 

be oriented and positioned appropriately. A flow-volume creation feature enables the creation of flow 

volume (negative volume) from the die solids. Flow volume can be extracted from the die assembly with 

a mouse click. HyperXtrude 2015 also offers sketching capabilities, with tools that create points, lines, 

surfaces, solids and other geometric shapes from scratch. 

Among the most helpful features of HyperXtrude 2015 are its powerful Simplify/Patch tools that allow 

users to clean up problem areas in the geometry of a model before running the analysis. These tools will 

remove imprints, rounds and fillets. They can be used to plug holes and pockets or create patches and 

bridges. Also available in this version are tools for measurement, mass calculation and support for 

different unit systems. 
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Innovyze Releases SCADAWatch Generation V2.0, Redefining Standards in Real-Time Modeling and 

Operational Analytics for Water Utilities 

25 November 2014 

 

Innovyze announced the release of the V2.0 Generation of SCADAWatch. This network data 

management and business optimization tool for water distribution systems turns traditional offline 

analyses into real-time, actionable intelligence for better, faster decision making and insightful 

recommendations at key operational touch points. SCADAWatch equips utilities with the first-ever 

scalable framework for proactively viewing, sharing and analyzing all key water information, 

operational performance indicator (KPI) measures and hydraulic and water quality data in motion on a 

real-time business dashboard. It automatically generates comprehensive, high-fidelity performance 

reports and develops the optimal course of action based on specific performance objectives. V2.0 

enables water utilities to save time, monitor everything from uptime to analytics, focus on what matters, 
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react faster to important events and identify opportunities to drive operational efficiencies as they 

happen. An indispensable modeling tool, it will also change the way water utilities around the world use 

pressure, flow and tank level data to conduct zonal mass balance and water audits to quickly and 

accurately determine non-revenue water and obtain real-time warning of network performance 

problems; gauge loss of system hydraulic, water quality and physical integrity; and spot other 

operational inefficiencies. 

SCADA systems give utilities real time information about the status of their water supply and 

distribution systems. Most SCADA systems are optimized to provide fast and reliable data directly to 

the control room — but not to the analytics level for decision support and business process optimization. 

To create these day-to-day business analytics, water utility operators must manually extract, piece 

together, comprehend and analyze static data. SCADAWatch eliminates these complex offline analyses 

challenges by letting operators instantly optimize business processes from the control room using high 

fidelity, real-time data and analytical techniques such as business rules and statistics — providing better 

leverage without impacting existing systems. Using accurate network performance and operational 

information from real-time data, control room operators can continuously monitor their water 

distribution systems’ vital signs; quickly and reliably assess system integrity; and respond fast to upsets, 

failures, and other non-routine situations. They can also save time by viewing all key information, KPIs 

and data on a real-time, information-rich business dashboard customized to their needs. For example, 

operators can determine non-revenue water for the overall system or by pressure zone; summarize daily, 

weekly, monthly, seasonal and annual water consumption; determine maximum, minimum and average 

pressures; and extract other business performance indicators — all with the click of a mouse. 

In short, SCADAWatch extends the power of water utility operators to support business process 

management using self-adaptive processes and fully-customizable real-time business dashboards that 

give them an accurate view into real-time business performance. 

Designed to drive maximum value while minimizing implementation cost, it is extremely easy to learn 

and use, it integrates easily with existing SCADA systems and other enterprise applications, and can be 

configured and running in seconds. These capabilities bring business intelligence into interaction 

processes in the control room, automate and help optimize business performance, and improve business 

responsiveness. 

The new version embodies over fifty customer-requested enhancements and new features, plus 

significant innovations that break new ground in real-time water network modeling and engineering 

analytics productivity and efficiency. New modeling tools include pressure zone or DMA delineation 

and mass balance calculation showing total inflow, outflow, usage and non-revenue water in real-time; 

automated importing of InfoWater network facility; direct integration of billing data; alert notification 

when network parameters reach critical values; use of Shapefiles as GIS layers; and faster computational 

speed. The program also features advanced statistical analyses, comparison and multiple curve fitting 

functions that help users better understand trends, patterns and correlations between network parameters. 

Enhanced dashboards of user-selected KPIs and graphing and reporting capabilities let them see how 

their water networks are performing at a glance. 

“SCADAWatch opens new doors to business process optimization and proactive decision making for 

water utilities,” said Paul F. Boulos, Ph.D., BCEEM, NAE, Hon.D.WRE, Dist.D.NE, F.ASCE, 

President, COO and Chief Technical Officer of Innovyze. “This release delivers major innovations in 

real-time network monitoring and business analytics, providing water utilities worldwide a deep, 

comprehensive view into the health and operations of their water infrastructures and enabling them to 

optimize business performance. It greatly extends the power of big data to effectively support mission-
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critical network modeling applications. This is a must-have for improving not only the operational 

efficiency of water supply and distribution systems, but business responsiveness and customer service.” 
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IronCAD Announces an Upgraded KeyShot 5 Integration 

20 November 2014 

 

IronCAD today announced an exciting upgrade of their KeyShot integration that now offers support of 

the latest KeyShot 5 release from Luxion. KeyShot offers the fastest and easiest to use 3D rendering 

software and with the new integration, IronCAD users can create amazing visuals straight from their 3D 

models. 

IronCAD supports the latest release of KeyShot 5, giving users access to the newest improvements such 

as KeyShot Cloud. When a user is logged into KeyShot Cloud, they may browse, download or share 

resources, with fast search and easy drag-and-drop functionality to help users find the perfect Material, 

Texture or Environment for their render scene. 

IronCAD and KeyShot are an ideal combination in creating concept renderings for users who need fast 

results with tight schedules or last minute design changes. Designers can quickly present their 

conceptual designs to marketing to get initial feedback and while the design process continues, designers 

can continue the process to find the best color and finish combinations. KeyShot delivers real-time 

rendering that helps visualize the final product to win bids, communicate design intent directly to 

customers, clarify changes during the design process and create visuals for sales and marketing. 
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Nemetschek Vectorworks Announces Spanish-Language Release for Vectorworks 2015 

24 November 2014 

 

Nemetschek Vectorworks, Inc., announces that the Spanish-language release of its Vectorworks 2015 

software version will be available on November 24. This release is part of a worldwide rollout that 

included other European-language releases earlier this month and continues into 2015 with additional 

localizations in Japanese and Chinese. The Vectorworks line of award-winning software products 

includes: Designer, Architect, Landmark, Spotlight, Fundamentals and Renderworks®. 

The Vectorworks 2015 software contains more than 100 updates and new features in the areas of 

architecture, BIM, urban planning and entertainment design. In previous versions, the power of 64-bit 

was only available in the platform’s photorealistic rendering engine, Renderworks, but has now been 

integrated throughout the entire Vectorworks 2015 product line, providing designers with the ability to 

handle larger projects, as well as better performance and stability. In addition, designers will observe a 

revolutionary graphical experience from advances made to the Vectorworks Graphics Module (VGM), 

which was introduced last year. 

“Vectorworks 2015 is a powerful release that encompasses design without limitation,” said Jeremy 
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Powell, director of product marketing at Nemetschek Vectorworks, Inc. “With the extension of 64-bit 

throughout the entire product line and improvements made to the Vectorworks Graphics Module, 

Vectorworks 2015 is helping designers bring their visions to reality better than ever before.” 
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SAP Pioneers New Way for Customers to Develop Connected Products with Integration Platform 

17 November 2014 

 

SAP SE announced the availability of the new offering for authoring tool integration, the SAP® 

Engineering Control Center integration tool for leading computer-aided design (CAD) systems. This 

announcement marks the next phase to simplify the integration of authoring tools along the value chain 

for SAP customers, enabling the comprehensive digital description of products.  

Increasing customer demand for individualized products together with the trend of designing products 

for the Internet of Things is creating increased product complexity. It is a challenge for engineers who 

develop products that are a combination of mechanics, electronics and software to manage product data 

efficiently and to streamline development processes across disciplines.  

SAP Engineering Control Center enables companies to deliver innovative products and services with 

shorter time to market and will support a new, pioneering way of developing products. Authoring tools 

such as CAD software are the birthplace of product design. Integrating these tools with the SAP Product 

Lifecycle Management (SAP PLM) application is a cornerstone of SAP’s strategy for connected 

products and this integration enables companies across manufacturing to make the right decisions with 

the right stakeholders to scale innovations promptly.  

SAP Engineering Control Center is part of SAP’s broader effort to strengthen relationships with the 

partner ecosystem, enabling partners to address even the most complex customer challenges. The 

integration tool leverages the experience of DSC Software AG, a long-established development partner 

of SAP, while other CAD integration partners, including CENIT, CIDEON and .riess engineering, 

provide the new interfaces to leading authoring tools.  

“The launch of this new platform is part of SAP´s strategic vision to simplify and expand its offering for 

R&D and Engineering,” said Hans Thalbauer, senior vice president, Extended Supply Chain, SAP. 

“With this new integration platform for authoring tools into SAP PLM, we are laying the foundation for 

systems engineering and delivering intuitive user experiences that are both engineering friendly and 

flexible for future growth.”  

Interfaces for the following authoring tools are available: AutoCAD, PTC Creo, CATIA V5, NX, 

SolidWorks, Solid Edge and Inventor.  

SAP Engineering Control Center and interfaces to leading CAD systems will be showcased at the 

International SAP Conference on Product Lifecycle Management in Düsseldorf, Germany, November 

17-18. Partners will be on hand to showcase the new solution at the conference.  
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Tech Soft 3D Releases HOOPS Communicator 2015 

21 November 2014 

 

Tech Soft 3D announces the release of HOOPS Communicator 2015, an easy-to-deploy developer 

toolkit for adding advanced import and visualization of 3D CAD and BIM file formats to mobile and 

browser-based solutions. Pivotal updates include an expanded API for creating custom operators 

including redline and measurement tools. Another enhancement gives developers more control to 

launch, manage and monitor server-side rendering processes to better optimize their IAAS 

(infrastructure as a service) costs. 

"HOOPS Communicator provides a complete foundation for 3D web visualization, so engineering 

software developers are free to focus on differentiating their products," says Gavin Bridgeman, VP of 

Products. "These new enhancements give them the opportunity to do just that with better ways to adapt 

and control their customers' experience." 

Developers also now have the flexibility to support the WebGL variant of the HOOPS Web Viewer for 

both iOS and Android, and enable import of the latest versions of Autodesk® Inventor®, CATIA® V5, 

Solid Edge® and Creo™ for their users. Additional performance improvements include the ability to 

handle large IFC files.  

“HOOPS Communicator 2015 was vital to our ability to deliver such a powerful web version of 

eDrawings,” says Vajrang Parvate, Senior Director, Product Development at SolidWorks. “The new 

customization APIs made it possible for us to create the eDrawings ‘look and feel’ as well as offer 

support for Views and PMI and integrate a world-class viewer with our new MySolidWorks 

Professional offering. Tech Soft 3D’s technology and team have again demonstrated why SolidWorks 

has relied on them as a key technology partner for well over a decade.” 
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