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CIMdata News 

CIMdata Announces Expansion of Collaborative Innovation and Social Product Development 

Consulting Practice 

24 June 2014 

 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) strategic management 

consulting and research firm, announces the expansion of its Collaborative Innovation and Social 

Product Development consulting practice.  While research will continue in the respective Knowledge 

Council, this consulting practice will concentrate on the development and adoption of strategies, 

processes, and technologies to enhance collaboration and connectivity across enterprises as well as their 

extended enterprise participants thereby allowing for increased use of collective intelligence, thus 

improving innovation and the return on investment from new product development. 

As part of this expansion, Peter Bilello, President of CIMdata, announced that Dr. Suna Polat will lead 

the practice. Dr. Polat’s title will be Director, Collaborative Innovation and Social Product Development 

Consulting Practice. “We are very pleased that Dr. Polat will be leading this expanded practice, working 

alongside our other growing practice areas and with other senior staff members to expand CIMdata’s 

strategic management consulting capabilities,” stated Mr. Bilello.  

“Collaboration is essential to innovation and executing new ideas and products for sustained profitability 

and business growth as well as societal impact for nonprofits,” stated Dr. Polat. In recent years, the 
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global connectivity has increased exponentially, thanks to new generation web and mobile technologies. 

Yet, enterprises are struggling to achieve the “value creation potential” of the social technologies that, 

according to a 2012 McKinsey Global Institute report, is in the range of $900 million to $1.3 trillion. 

The same report attributes the two-thirds of this value creation potential to “collaboration” within and 

across the enterprise. Given this huge potential, it is important that businesses learn how to collaborate 

better, and leverage social and mobile technologies more effectively across their networks. 

With this expanded consulting practice, CIMdata will offer a portfolio of strategic management 

consulting services for industrial organizations as well as for social software and other PLM enabling 

solution providers. These services and deliverables include: 

 Providing thought leadership in research to assess the state of “organizational connectivity and 

collaboration” in large organizations and networks   

 Defining and implementing organizational strategies by using case studies and best practices 

within the construct of enterprise innovation management and PLM processes 

 Assessing the technologies, processes, organizational culture, and maturity levels for exploiting 

social technologies to increase productivity 

 Providing industrial firms practical technology implementation recommendations  

 Offering workshops to facilitate education and collaboration between industries and solution 

providers  

 Developing and validating technology roadmaps with ROI benefit models for the deployment of 

new processes and technologies 

This consulting practice will leverage CIMdata’s more than 30 years of experience serving industry 

organizations and solution providers with strategic management consulting, market research and 

analysis, and best practices education. For more information contact CIMdata at info@CIMdata.com or 

at +1 734.668.9922. 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize 

an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered 

world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods for PLM solutions. These solutions 

incorporate both business processes and a wide-range set of PLM-enabling technologies. 

CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and suppliers of technologies and services seeking a 

competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, 

provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The 

company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences 

internationally. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and 

Asia-Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website at www.CIMdata.com, follow 

us on Twitter: http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews, or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, 

Ann Arbor, MI 48108, USA, Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 

CV Weert, The Netherlands, Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 
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From Community to Commerce: GrabCAD Workbench: a CIMdata Highlight  

24 June 2014 

 

This week GrabCAD invited a group of PLM analysts and media to their first ever media event at their 

Cambridge, MA offices. GrabCAD claims to be “leading the Open Engineering movement, helping 

engineers get products to market faster by connecting people, content and technology.” They are best 

known for their GrabCAD community, where over 1.3 million engineers are actively sharing and 

collaborating on content from a wide range of authoring tools, primarily mechanical CAD data 

(currently numbering over 460,000 files). While the benefits of community are well known, some 

question just how much commerce you can do with public intellectual property. 

Last November, GrabCAD announced Workbench, a solution focused on small group collaboration, 

again primarily for mechanical CAD data management. The successful beta test led to general 

availability in January 2014, and their planned summer release, which was the focus of this week’s 

event. From their start with CAD data management and collaboration, this new Workbench includes 

features very familiar to the product data management (PDM) veteran, like search, where used, BOM 

viewing, and configuration support. GrabCAD claims existing tools are for large teams, and make 

individuals less effective. According to GrabCAD, they focus on keeping the individual productive and 

efficient, which makes their collaborations that much more effective. GrabCAD claims that over 50,000 

companies are using their Workbench solution, with user counts from one to hundreds (if they win a 

deal being contested now). As with many other cloud solutions, a very low price ($59 per user per 

month for the Pro version) makes it very easy for just about anyone to pull the trigger on the purchasing 

decision. 

GrabCAD has forged relationships with leading CAD providers like Siemens PLM Software, Autodesk, 

and SolidWorks. At their event, GrabCAD announced a partnership with PTC to integrate Workbench 

with PTC Creo. On one hand, it makes sense. It is very difficult for large software providers to 

profitably serve very small customers. Their products are often too heavy, expensive, require IT skills 

and resources not available in such firms, and are complicated to provision and use. A focused solution 

like Workbench is ideal for small teams of casual users. As can be seen below, the user interface has big 

numbers and big buttons, making it pretty clear what to do. 
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GrabCAD Workbench User Interface 

With this new release, GrabCAD is being pulled into the PDM space. People need PDM functionality to 

support product engineering, and their new, from the bottom up, approach could bring some fresh ideas 

to the market. Even though their focus is on the individual and small teams, larger companies are 

looking at the functionality and price point and realizing they can support some important use cases at 

low cost and risk. GrabCAD’s analyst and media event highlighted two small firms, Miselu, which 

showed a cool music instruction app (and hardware) for the iPad, and Paul Hammerstrom Design, a 

design consultancy with resources scattered around the country. Their excitement about their companies 

and Workbench was plain to see. We hope that as GrabCAD grows they can expand their capabilities 

while keeping that focus on the individual as part of a collective effort, while maintaining excitement in 

their rapidly growing user base. 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, an independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize an 

enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM). CIMdata provides world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-

practice methods on PLM. CIMdata also offers research, subscription services, publications, and 

education through international conferences. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website 

at http://www.CIMdata.com or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108, 

USA. Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV Weert, The 

Netherlands. Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 
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PTC Live Global 2014: a CIMdata Commentary  

23 June 2014 

 

Key takeaways: 

 Over 3,000 PTC customers and employees convened in Boston at PTC Live Global 2014 on June 

16-19. 

 PTC expanded on their Internet of Things and Service Lifecycle Management visions, and 

premiered Creo 3.0, a major step on their MCAD evolution journey. 

 The acquisition of Atego, a systems engineering tool and services provider, brings leading-edge 

tools and skills that help PTC offer closed-loop lifecycle management. 

CIMdata recently attended PTC Live Global 2014 in Boston, MA, USA. PTC Live Global gives PTC 

customers the opportunity to not only hear and explore PTC’s solution strategies and roadmaps, but also 

to showcase their own work, network with peers, share ideas, and discuss how they are addressing their 

challenges. PTC reported that over 3,000 attendees representing approximately 2,000 companies were 

present at the event. They also stated that over 500 PTC personnel were in attendance. Major themes at 

PTC Live Global were the Internet of Things (IoT) and its potential impact on the manufacturing 

industry, new Creo multi-CAD capabilities, expanded systems engineering solutions and services with 

the announced acquisition of Atego, and expanded Service Lifecycle Management (SLM) solutions. 

In his opening keynote, PTC President and CEO Jim Hepplemann emphasized how smart connected 

http://www.cimdata.com/
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devices will redefine the value chain. He cited a prediction from Cisco that in 2020 there will be 50 

billion connected devices worldwide, roughly six times as many as people on Earth. PTC estimated that 

by 2020 over 100 million applications will need to be developed to support and manage the IoT. Mr. 

Hepplemann stated that the integration of smart products within the IoT will enable companies of all 

types to offer new, innovative products and services to their customers and to create true closed-loop 

lifecycle management. 

PTC made several major announcements at PTC Live Global. These included: 

 PTC Creo 3.0 with Unite Technology with significantly expanded multi-CAD capabilities 

 PTC Creo Elements/Direct 19.0 

 ThingWorks 5.0 Platform 

 The agreement to acquire Atego, a developer of model-based systems and software engineering 

applications and services  

 PTC Service Lifecycle Management (SLM) System for smart, connected product and service 

efficiencies 

Atego 

PTC announced that it has signed a definitive agreement to acquire Atego, a developer of model-based 

systems and software engineering applications based in Cheltenham, UK, for approximately $50 million 

in cash (2.5 times the company’s 2013 revenues). Artisan Studio, their model-based systems engineering 

(MBSE) solution, is designed to connect requirements engineering, architecture modeling, physical 

product definition, and system verification functions. The solution is intended to help with efficiency 

and process standardization, and enable distributed and multi-disciplinary teams to collaboratively build 

digital models of complex systems. CIMdata believes that the acquisition of Atego will strengthen 

PTC’s systems engineering initiatives with modeling capabilities and experienced practitioners. 

Creo 3.0 

Michael Campbell, PTC’s Executive Vice President CAD Segment, introduced the Creo 3.0 release 

highlighting the company’s new Unite Technology for handling multi-CAD product files. Unite 

Technology, included in the base Creo solution at no additional charge, allows a user to activate native 

CAD files from competitors’ CAD solutions directly into Creo. The geometry data enters in simple b-

rep format without parameters, history, or form-features, but can be manipulated and edited using Creo’s 

direct modeling techniques. With this capability, PTC joins the leaders in multi-CAD access by allowing 

either “import” where a copy of the foreign data is made in Creo native format or “open” where no copy 

is made and therefore cannot be edited. Creo 3.0 has some limits on which CAD native files can be 

accessed and when access capability is delivered. 

In a second major enhancement, Creo 3.0 improves a user’s ability to explore design alternatives. The 

announced Design Exploration Extension allows a user to set a checkpoint at any time during a design 

session and remember the construction history that produced the current model. The user can then 

continue working, adding to the design, and then set additional checkpoints, go back, and branch off in a 

different direction from any checkpoint, all within the same part file. The designer can then flip between 

checkpoints to compare and select the best alternative. Other CAD products allow similar capabilities, 

but at the expense of generating part file copies. 

ThingWorx  

PTC intends to allow ThingWorx to operate with considerable independence and to pursue the natural 
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markets that it has developed. According to Russ Fadel, President of ThingWorx, those markets are 1) 

connected operations, 2) connected products, and 3) connected sensors & devices (i.e., smart 

applications). The value propositions within these markets were illustrated through a set of customer-

presented case studies that ranged from sensor pills for cattle feed and health management, to traffic 

signs with imbedded sensors and transmitters to monitor patterns and adjust to optimize traffic flow. 

At the same time it became clear over the two days of strategy and roadmap presentations that PTC will 

aggressively embed the power of ThingWorx as an enabler of the IoT into its solution portfolios. Over 

time PTC stated that they would be using ThingWorks to add real time product connectivity and 

condition monitoring to their existing SLM, ALM, and PLM solutions to enable increased process 

efficiency and perform more complex analytics so that their customers can increase the value of their 

products for their customers. 

SLM 

At last year’s event PTC heavily promoted “services as a business” and the value of managing the 

services lifecycle. This year PTC expanded on these subjects with a more highly developed model of the 

services continuum, supported by research and compelling customer case studies. Kevin Wrenn, Vice 

President Service Lifecycle Management (SLM) Support, led off with a discussion about the evolution 

in services as more companies shift from services to support product sales to services as the lead for 

selling outcomes, e.g., power by the hour for aircraft engines or a given volume of conditioned air at 

specified temperature and humidity levels for a building. He described a continuum of service models 

across which companies provide increasing levels of services and the suite of SLM solutions that PTC is 

putting into place to support these new service business models.  

Mr. Wrenn built upon the IoT vision presented by Jim Heppelmann the day before, stating that the PTC 

SLM portfolio is designed to provide an integrated set of solutions that enable a company to plan, 

execute, and optimize service for smart products across their entire network, regardless of task, role, 

product, or geography. With real time visibility to product performance in the field a whole new level of 

service offerings become possible. 

Cindy Elliot, PTC’s Senior Director, SLM Market, promoted a lively discussion when she presented 

early findings of research conducted jointly with Oxford Economics on the current state and future 

trends in services business. There were a range of views expressed regarding the rate of evolution of the 

services business but there was broad acceptance that the drivers for the shift are compelling: 1) growth, 

2) profitability, and 3) providing a cyclical hedge. Ms. Elliot’s report was followed by a detailed case 

study presented by Joe Bergman, VP and GM, NA Compressed Air Systems and Services, Ingersoll 

Rand. Mr. Bergman laid out the long-term journey that his $12 billion company has taken from warranty 

service and reactive maintenance, to proactive maintenance and retrofit & upgrades, ultimately offering 

complete physical product and service solutions with continuously optimized performance. The 

connection to PTC’s solution set was clear and compelling. 

Summary 

PTC continues to expand its solution portfolio to address the full needs of its customers to design, 

develop, manufacture, and service innovative, high value products. CIMdata thinks that acquisitions like 

ThingWorx and Atego should enable PTC to better respond to their customers’ needs for solutions that 

can improve their competitiveness. PTC’s approach towards and solutions for SLM and IoT address the 

growing importance of managing smart devices and providing improved services, and they are key 

components to providing closed-loop lifecycle management. 

About CIMdata 
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CIMdata, an independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize an 

enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM). CIMdata provides world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-

practice methods on PLM. CIMdata also offers research, subscription services, publications, and 

education through international conferences. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website 

at http://www.CIMdata.com or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108, 

USA. Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV Weert, The 

Netherlands. Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 
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The 3DEXPERIENCE Journey: a CIMdata Commentary  

26 June 2014 

 

Key takeaways: 

 Dassault Systèmes’ well known CATIA solution is evolving away from a mechanical CAD tool to 

a comprehensive systems modeling solution 

 A number of new brands were introduced during the recent industry analyst event, including 

BIOVIA and 3DXcite 

 Dassault Systèmes is well on its way to becoming, as they say, the 3DEXPERIENCE Company 

On the 11
th

 and 12
th

 of June, Dassault Systèmes held their annual industry analyst event at their 

worldwide headquarters in Velizy, France. The event was attended by a few dozen industry analysts, 

twelve of whom were at the event for the first time. Bernard Charlès, Dassault Systèmes’ CEO and 

President, energetically kicked off the event by clearly articulating the company’s vision and 

commitment to building a robust and industry leading 3DEXPERIENCE Platform. Mr. Charlès 

reminded the group that Dassault Systèmes began this platform journey in 2004 as an internal set of 

secret projects and then made their intentions public in 2012. It is clear that the journey that they have 

embarked on is long and deliberate. They aren’t trying to just design and deliver the next PLM-enabling 

solutions; they are on a journey that they hope changes what PLM is and what it will be well into the 

future. 

Mr. Charlès stated that they will be “The 3DEXPERIENCE Company by 2021.” This is a bold statement 

and one that doesn’t only require the development of new information technology solutions that support 

their clients’ development, manufacturing, and servicing of products, but also a whole new way of 

looking at what really constitutes a product. Mr. Charlès and others at Dassault Systèmes are quick to 

point out that companies need to develop and provide experiences to their customers—products alone 

are insufficient. CIMdata fully agrees with this view; the value isn’t necessarily the product but the 

experience or capabilities the product provides. This experience can be how they buy, interact with, or 

have the products serviced. It is more about delivering capabilities and performance to the end customer 

than just delivering some type of physical product as was common in the past. 

Mr. Charlès made it clear that Dassault Systèmes is a global scientific company with more than 12,000 

employees representing 108 nationalities (over 4,000 of whom support product research and 

development), 3,500 partners, a long-term focus, and achieving a 14% CAGR. He also commented on 

http://www.cimdata.com/
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their reorganization into twelve geographies, each with its own managing director. According to Mr. 

Charlès, the organization is being structured for agility and speed to support and drive innovation and to 

provide EXPERIENCES that help solve society’s challenges (i.e., those related to cities and people, 

resources and energy, global and personalized health, supply globally produce locally, and education 

and research).  

Additionally, Mr. Charlès spent some time introducing the company’s newest brand, BIOVIA—the 

bringing together of Accelrys and Dassault Systèmes’ bio-intelligence work. He also commented on 

how with GEOVIA’s offering Dassault Systèmes is creating a digital mockup of the planet. Finally, he 

commented on 3DXcite, Dassault Systèmes new brand for the solutions provided by Realtime 

Technology AG (RTT). 3DXcite will be powered by the 3DEXPERIENCE Platform and offers a rich 

set of photorealistic rendering and high definition video imaging capabilities. With these additions, 

Dassault Systèmes’ vision includes solutions to support the bio-sphere, geo-sphere, and product-sphere 

challenges faced by companies. 

There was a noticeable air of excitement among the Dassault Systèmes participants. The company has 

made significant and measurable progress on the development and messaging of what they call 

EXPERIENCES. In general, these are PLM-enabled solutions targeted for specific user roles in one or 

more of Dassault Systèmes’ twelve industry verticals. Mr. Charlès commented that there is a feeling in 

the company that is very similar to that found in start-ups. This excitement was visible and often 

articulated in the presentations given by Mr. Charlès, Ms. Monica Menghini, and other Dassault 

Systèmes executives who presented to the group of analysts. 

Ms. Menghini, Executive Vice-President, Corporate Strategy, Industry and Marketing, followed Mr. 

Charlès’ energetic and passionate presentation with one of her own. In her current role, she has been 

focused on defining and supporting a major transformation of the company—one that focuses the 

company on industry specific solution development and delivery. In her presentation, she emphasized 

that their clients need solutions that help them move from designing and delivering commodities and 

products, to designing and delivering services and ultimately experiences. This is a powerful message 

and many companies, in many industries, have already begun this transition. CIMdata believes that this 

will become even more important as more companies design and deliver products for the Circular 

Economy. This is where companies focus on delivering capabilities and performance—EXPERIENCES 

in Dassault Systèmes’ vernacular.  

Ms. Menghini was followed by Thibault de Tersant. Dassault Systèmes’ Senior Executive Vice 

President, Chief Financial Officer. Mr. de Tersant provided a detailed review of Dassault Systèmes’ 

main financial indicators and talked about how various industry trends are expected to impact the 

company’s revenue in the coming years. Two areas discussed were cloud and mobile. He commented 

that the company estimates that half of its new business related to cloud delivery is expected to be 

incremental to their perpetual license business. He also commented that they believe that they will 

increase their addressable market by 15% because of cloud delivery. Mr. de Tersant’s presentation and 

interaction with the analysts was directed, but at the same time informal and very refreshing. He spoke 

as much about their product strategy as he did about their finances. He too demonstrated a high level of 

excitement related to their journey and their current status. 

The event also included focused presentations on several Dassault Systèmes’ brands, including BIOVIA, 

DELMIA, and CATIA. To kick off the DELMIA update, Philippe Charlès, DELMIA’s CEO, 

emphasized how Dassault Systèmes wants companies to see manufacturing not only as a cost to their 

bottom lines but also as a way to innovate and differentiate, thereby adding to the companies’ top lines. 

He claimed that their digital manufacturing solutions are supporting more and more users in 
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manufacturing engineering and on the shop floor, and with the broad set of DELMIA solutions coupled 

with Apriso’s manufacturing software solutions, Dassault Systèmes can now deliver robust global 

manufacturing operations management capabilities on the 3DEXPERIENCE Platform. Ultimately, they 

want to be able to fully enable a closed-loop (they called it “Digital Continuity”) between design and 

execution on factory floors throughout a global manufacturing enterprise. Various leadership team 

members of DELMIA Apriso also addressed how they are enhancing the solutions, providing access to 

the 3DEXPERIENCE Platform, and what they expect to deliver in the future. Their vision is impressive. 

They envision a future where DELMIA’s digital manufacturing solutions portfolio supports full supply 

chain design, modeling, and optimization. This comprehensive vision will no doubt take years to 

develop and deliver, but fortunately, the DELMIA offering is well on its way. 

During his presentation, Philippe Laufer, the CEO of CATIA mentioned several times that CATIA is 

evolving away from a mechanical CAD tool to a comprehensive modeling solution that supports new 

ways of modeling components, parts, systems, and experiences. Mr. Laufer emphasized CATIA’s 

extensive systems modeling capabilities and how Dassault Systèmes wants to democratize CATIA, 

thereby providing its capabilities to more people throughout companies and their supply chains. Mr. 

Laufer commented that Dassault Systèmes envisions a CATIA offering where users imagine and shape 

the connected world in the age of experience, where modeling is social and instinctive, resulting in 

execution excellence. Mr. Laufer also introduced a number of new capabilities (e.g., the design of 

organic shapes and the ability to recognize smart components) and some key performance 

enhancements. 

Much of the rest of the two-day event focused on updates on various Dassault Systèmes’ industry 

strategies and offerings. Each of these updates provided a clear message on the main challenges they are 

addressing, the status of the EXPERIENCES currently available and those that have been planned, and 

one or more real implementation examples. Based on our interactions over the last year, Dassault 

Systèmes has made great strides in developing and articulating their vision and associated solutions. 

They have also done a good job documenting and presenting 3DEXPERIENCE Platform specific 

implementations. While they didn't present a case study that was all-inclusive (i.e., one that included a 

sizable set of EXPERIENCES), they did present more than one excellent example per industry session 

held. This is good evidence of the progress they have made in building out their platform. Finally, 

CIMdata looks forward to reviewing more customer examples showing breakthrough value from 

EXPERIENCEs that span multiple 3DEXPERIENCE Platform apps.  

Summary 

This year’s Dassault Systèmes industry analyst event was inspiring. The excitement was certainly in the 

air at their Velizy campus. The team has made great strides in both the delivery and messaging related to 

their 3DEXPERIENCE Platform vision and associated journey. The apparent wealth of case studies that 

illustrate multiple EXPERIENCES was impressive and CIMdata expects to see even more next year. 

Dassault Systèmes is clearly in it for the long-term. Their on-going transformation will not be easy or 

quick. The same can be said for their current and prospective customers: their transformation from 

delivering products to delivering experiences will take time and effort. Dassault Systèmes is making 

good progress in its journey and will need to continue to articulate and evolve their messaging, 

solutions, and organization. CIMdata looks forward to continuing to follow them on their journey to 

become, as they say, the 3DEXPERIENCE Company. 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, an independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize an 

enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 
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Product Lifecycle Management (PLM). CIMdata provides world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-

practice methods on PLM. CIMdata also offers research, subscription services, publications, and 

education through international conferences. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website 

at http://www.CIMdata.com or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108, 

USA. Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV Weert, The 

Netherlands. Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 
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Acquisitions 

Altair and EM Software & Systems – S.A. (EMSS) Close Deal  

24 June 2014 

 

Altair acquired 100 percent of EM Software & Systems – S.A. (Pty) Ltd and its international distributor 

offices in the United States, Germany, and China this month. This development adds the FEKO® solver 

to the HyperWorks® suite and strengthens the Altair simulation offering in the aerospace, automotive, 

and shipbuilding industries in particular, reflecting the commitment of the company to provide 

comprehensive, best-of-breed solutions to its customers. In addition, in-house electromagnetic expertise 

crossing multiple industries will enable the company's consulting arm, Altair ProductDesign, to take on 

more responsibility in customer engagements where this specialized applied engineering knowledge is 

required. 

Typical applications of FEKO include antenna design, antenna placement, electromagnetic compatibility 

analysis, bioelectromagnetics, radio frequency components, 3-dimensional electromagnetic circuits, 

design and analysis of radomes, and radar cross-section analysis. Altair HyperWorks contains a number 

of industry-leading solvers, including OptiStruct®, RADIOSS®, MotionSolve®, and AcuSolve®. The 

addition of FEKO will help to address coupled electromagnetic-thermal and electromagnetic-mechanical 

problems, among others. 

"Electronics and communications technology are driving additional complexity into product 

development on an unprecedented scale, making computational electromagnetic simulation very 

important to many of our customers," said James R. Scapa, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of 

Altair Engineering, Inc. "We are extremely happy to welcome the expert knowledge base and cutting-

edge technology of EMSS to the Altair family, and look forward to exciting future developments in both 

FEKO and complementary technologies for multiphysics simulation and design optimization." 

The European FEKO User Meeting will be convened today during the European Altair Technology 

Conference in Munich. A multi-day FEKO training course is also being offered.  For more information, 

please visit http://altairatc.com/europe. 
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Company News 

Cad-Quality Finland Oy becomes new BIMobject® Business Partner  

26 June 2014 

 

Cad-Q is a leading provider in the Nordic countries of model and drawing related technologies, 

delivering solutions, software, training and support to the building and construction industry. The 

Finnish branch of Cad-Q will now sell and support all BIMobject® web service solutions including 

Publishing, Private Clouds and BIManalytics™ Pro in the Finnish market. 

With the signing of this new business partnership with Cad-Q Finland, BIMobject® hereby 

acknowledge that the former franchisee BIMobject® Finland will be cancelled. All business in Finland 

will be transfered to Cad-Q.  

“CAD-Q is a professional and stable player in the CAD and BIM arena in the Nordics and this is a step 

forward in our relationship that started in October 2012 when we signed the cooperation agreement with 

Cad-Q in Sweden. Cad-Q Finland will be a great reseller of our solutions and increase our visibility in 

Northern Europe”, says Stefan Larsson, CEO of BIMobject. 

“BIMobject® is great addition to Cad-Q’s BIM offering in Finland and compliments our current product 

portfolio. We are also very confident that this partner agreement will give our customers a stronger 

position on the market with easier access to their products. As a start we have already signed a contract 

with Klas1, a Finnish premium manufacturer of high quality movable insulated windows”, says Kai 

Helistén, CEO, Cad-Q Finland.  
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Delcam Ranked World’s Largest CAM-Centric Software Company by CIMdata 

24 June 2014 

 

The latest NC Software Market Analysis Report from leading US analysts CIMdata shows that Delcam 

continues to be the world’s largest specialist supplier of CAM software and services.  Delcam employs 

over 700 staff, over 100 people more than Vero Software, and more than twice the 292 employees at 

third-placed Cimatron. 

In addition, well over 100 more people are employed in Delcam’s Joint Venture companies in Europe 

and Asia.  The largest of these companies, Delcam’s extremely successful Korean Joint Venture, 

Hankook Delcam, has over 50 staff. 

The CIMdata Report also confirmed that Delcam continues to employ by far the largest development 

team in the industry, with 224 people working on the company’s manufacturing software.  This is almost 

50% more developers than the 150 staff employed in development by the second-ranked company, Vero 

Software. 

Delcam continued its impressive growth during 2013 by adding more than 50 extra staff to its 

international workforce.  

On the sales side, CIMdata found that Delcam was again able to increase its market share in terms of 
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direct revenue.  The company’s share of vendor direct revenues grew from 7.3% in 2012 to 7.7% in 

2013.  A further increase in market share to 8.1% is predicted by CIMdata for Delcam in 2014. 

In addition, Delcam’s PowerMILL family of software was reported to remain as the best-selling 

specialist machining brand by direct revenue. 

2014 promises to be another important year for Delcam after Autodesk, Inc. completed its acquisition of 

the company on February 6th.  Delcam now operates as a wholly-owned, independently-operated 

subsidiary of Autodesk. 
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Electric Cloud Partners with Siemens PLM Software to Accelerate Continuous Delivery of Software-

driven Products  

24 June 2014 

 

Electric Cloud today announced a Software and Technology Partnership with Siemens PLM Software. 

This partnership agreement allows for deep integrations between Electric Cloud and Siemens PLM 

technology – enabling solutions for closed-loop federated Continuous Delivery across all domains of 

complex mechatronics product development, including software, electrical, control and mechanical 

engineering. 

With the growing importance of software in traditional hardware-focused product development, R&D 

organizations are facing new challenges trying to unify and present an integrated view of product 

development lifecycle data across the mechanical, electrical, electronics and software domains. By 

integrating Siemens PLM Software's Teamcenter
®
 portfolio, one of the world's most widely used digital 

lifecycle management software for modern mechatronics product development, with Electric Cloud's 

ElectricCommander, the world's most scalable and flexible Continuous Delivery platform, this 

partnership introduces a proven, industry-first closed-loop solution for federating data and information 

across the end-to-end product development lifecycle. 

"This agreement marks a critical step in enabling an industry-best enterprise platform for multi-domain 

Continuous Delivery," said Raj Khoshoo, SVP Strategy Initiatives, Siemens PLM. "Siemens PLM 

Software and Electric Cloud have been working with our customers on how to best manage the 

federated product lifecycles across all domains of product development. The collaboration strengthens 

our systems engineering offering."  

The Electric Cloud application platform integrated with Siemens PLM Software can run either on 

premise in a private cloud or on a public cloud leveraging Amazon Web Services, Siemens PLM 

Software's public cloud certified platform of choice. 

"Electric Cloud is excited to join Siemens PLM's partner community. The strength of our two 

organizations will deliver significant value to our customers," said Steve Brodie, CEO, Electric Cloud. 

"This partnership with Siemens PLM Software enables us to offer a proven industry-leading end-to-end 

platform for multi-domain Continuous Delivery." 
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Gerber Technology Receives Gold Level Innovation Award by Malcolm Baldrige Award Affiliate for 

Design and Cutting Room Integration 

26 June 2014 

 

Gerber Technology was presented with a Gold level award for product innovation from the Connecticut 

Quality Improvement Award (CQIA) Partnership, Inc., an affiliate of the Malcolm Baldrige National 

Quality Award. The company was recognized for technology that integrates its computer-aided design 

software and manufacturing systems to accelerate apparel manufacturing, minimize human error and 

provide clear visibility to work in process.  

Mike Elia, president and CEO of Gerber, said, "For the second consecutive year, Gerber has been 

recognized by CQIA not only for being on the forefront of technology but more importantly, for 

delivering true value-added solutions to its customers that directly improve their profitability.” 

The winning technology enables Gerber’s computer-aided design (CAD), spreading and cutting systems 

to seamlessly share data. The manufacturer simply inputs order details [(garment sizes, quantities, colors 

and fabric types (or imports these details from their ERP system] into the AccuMark® CAD system and 

AccuMark creates all patterns and translates all production data into a simple bar code. At the automated 

material spreading system, the operator scans the barcode to locate the spread details so the correct 

material is stacked. The same thing occurs at the cutter so the correct file is always cut. To improve the 

process even further, Gerber’s new Paragon® cutter tracks how many individual parts were cut and how 

many complete garments were cut. With this information, the cutting room manager always has the most 

current picture of work in process by comparing garments cut to garments needed to fulfill the customer 

order. 

Elia added, “Manufacturers are constantly searching for ways to trim a few cents from every garment. 

To achieve this, they look for material and labor savings, productivity enhancements and quality 

improvements. Gerber’s integration technology helps manufacturers squeeze out a few more pennies per 

garment by eliminating human error and therefore material waste. It also enables manufacturers to 

produce garments faster by eliminating manual data entry and gives managers critical visibility to work 

in process.” 

Gerber serves diverse market segments from apparel to aerospace, and has been delivering design and 

manufacturing automation solutions to customers around the world for nearly five decades.  

The Connecticut Quality Improvement Award Partnership, Inc., America's first state-level quality 

award, was founded in 1987 using the Malcolm Baldrige National Quality Award for Performance 

Excellence criteria in an effort to advance innovative programs that improve quality, performance 

excellence and marketplace competitiveness. Applications are assessed based on rigid quality standards 

set by Baldrige-trained examiners. 
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Isuzu Motors Opts for More Openness in PLM 

25 June 2014 

 

Isuzu Motors, Japan’s well-known manufacturer of commercial vehicles, light commercial vehicles and 

diesel engines, signed ProSTEP iViP Association’s Code of PLM Openness (CPO). By this, Isuzu 
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clearly takes position und underlines the already strong request for more Openness in PLM within Asia. 

“We welcome Isuzu’s step and we are sure, that beside companies like Toyota and Isuzu other big 

Japanese manufacturers will follow within the next month.”, stated Dr. Oliver Riedel, ProSTEP iViP’s 

Chairman of the Board. 

Far more than 70 companies from America, Asia and Europe already signed the CPO and benefit by its 

application. CPO defines a commonly agreed baseline of PLM Openness. IT Customers use it for 

streamlining purchasing processes and related discussions. IT Vendors take advantage of the CPO for 

illustrating how their products address the openness requirements. This includes integration possibilities 

for 3rd party solution providers, which was in the past more seen as “essential, but probably not possible 

to address”. 
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Japan, South Africa and Turkey: EPLAN with three New Subsidiaries 

20 June 2014 

 

EPLAN is pushing forward with its international expansion course: Japan, South Africa and Turkey are 

the new direct sales locations of the engineering software provider. 

At the start of the year, EPLAN Software & Services K.K. was founded with its headquarters in Tokyo. 

Establishment of the branch is progressing with Shinya Nito as Managing Director and Dr. Carsten 

Metelmann as International Sales Director. This move involves intensive collaboration on-site with 

sister company Rittal, which has been active on the Japanese market for the last 25 years with system 

solutions for control cabinet engineering. 

Japan is one of the world's largest markets for software and manufacturing industry. EPLAN intends to 

participate more intensively in the fast-paced development of software-based engineering, and at the 

same time can bring its expertise into play in the course of globalisation. Within the last year, Mitsubishi 

Electric has accepted EPLAN into its eF@ctory Alliance partner programme. 

At the start of June, the new subsidiary EPLAN Software & Services (Pty) Ltd. started trading in South 

Africa under the leadership of Managing Director Johan Reyneke. The office was established in 

Edenvale near Johannesburg and is thus also a neighbour of Rittal. From here, the EPLAN Platform will 

be marketed with its integrative systems for electrical and fluid power engineering, control cabinet 

engineering and harness design. Gradually, services such as training and consulting will be established 

and the sales team will be further expanded 

Until formation of the new subsidiary, EPLAN had been represented in South Africa for ten years by a 

co-operation partner and was able to continuously expand on its commercial success. Above all, the 

automotive sector offers great potential. 

A further subsidiary is being established in Turkey: at the start of July 2014, EPLAN Yazılım ve 

Yazılım Hizmetleri A.S. will commence trading in Istanbul. Under the leadership of Managing Director 

Özgür Emekli, the team will directly and comprehensively serve the sectors of machine construction and 

plant construction, through to the automotive industry. 

Turkey offers growth potential due to its diverse corporate landscape. The solution provider is 

anticipating great potential, not only in the classic markets, such as machine construction and plant 

construction, or the automotive industry, but also in sectors, such as heavy industry and control cabinet 
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engineering. 

Double-digit growth rates in their sights 

EPLAN's goals are set high: direct access to growth markets is vital if we are to attain double-digit 

growth rates in international business. "As a manufacturer of engineering solutions, we can market new 

products and our comprehensive service portfolio better and much more quickly", explains Haluk 

Menderes, Managing Director of EPLAN Software & Service. But as far as the Managing Director is 

concerned, that is not the only opportunity: "Our customers, who are largely active in international 

circles, profit from our extensive presence in the global market and a uniformly high-quality level with 

respect to services." This ensures that customers receive optimum support, both in process consultancy 

and in the implementation and application of engineering solutions – even across national borders. 

Together with Rittal, in addition, the strategy called "Rittal – The System." is also being pushed forward 

on the international market. Furthermore, the global partnerships with leading providers, such as 

Phoenix Contact and Festo are also being promoted in these countries. 
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Lectra Demonstrates how to develop an Armchair in 24 hours 

26 June 2014 

 

Lectra recently hosted a seminar for upholstered furniture professionals at its Bordeaux-Cestas campus 

in France. 

Structured around the theme “24 hours”, the seminar brought together over 50 participants from 13 

countries. Throughout the event, which centered on following, in real time, the upholstery 

manufacturing process for an armchair, from initial design sketch to production of the finalized cut 

parts, guests were encouraged to share their experiences and best practices on investing in new 

technology and the benefits it brings to their manufacturing processes. 

The seminar was organized into three sections: Styling and Costing; Product Development and 

Industrialization; and Production of Cut Parts. 

The 24-hour countdown began with an overview of the latest trends in furniture design given by 

Stanislas Joly from Sylvain Joly Design (France). 

With the help of a 3D, collaborative worktable provided by Immersion, CAD engineers used the 2D/3D 

DesignConcept Furniture solution to demonstrate the time and cost-saving advantages of virtual 

prototypes for the styling and costing phases of manufacturing. 

Marcin Błażewicz, Vice President of IMS Sofa (Poland), shared how the adoption of DesignConcept 

revolutionized his company’s design process and is continuing to change the way they do business. By 

using virtual prototypes, “we avoid errors and incorrectly developed products that will just end up sitting 

in the corner of the factory because no one wants them,” he explains. 

During the event, customers witnessed the full product development of the armchair’s interior (wooden 

structure and foam) components, as well as the leather and fabric upholstery, using Lectra’s 

industrialization and pre-production software. 

Guests also learned how valuable an automated cutting room can be for optimizing production, 

increasing material savings, and maintaining consistent product quality through demonstrations of 
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Lectra’s leather and fabric cutting solutions, Versalis® and Vector®. 

“Investing in the Versalis system has made our production process go more smoothly and allows us to 

produce more efficiently than we did before,” says Else-Marie Rønning, Production Engineer at Ekornes 

(Norway). “The waste has gone down by 5-6% and the productivity has increased,” adds Leif-Jarle 

Aure, Technical Manager. 

Paolo Pavanello, Plant Manager at Cassina (Italy), also emphasized the opportunities that willingness to 

change can provide for manufacturers. Cassina decided to invest in the last Vector cutting solution after 

an intensive audit project performed by Lectra showed how the Vector could help the company optimize 

their production processes. Not only did their operations improve, they also recorded a return on their 

investment much earlier than planned. “The results surpassed our expectations,” says Paolo Pavanello. 

“This event was a fantastic opportunity for our customers and prospects to gain new insights and 

discover new approaches to improve their manufacturing processes. Going through the entire process of 

designing and developing an armchair then producing the cut parts, was a big hit with the participants,” 

says Céline Choussy-Bedouet, Marketing Director, Lectra. 
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NGC Named to Supply & Demand Chain Executive “100” for Fourth Consecutive Year 

24 June 2014 

 

NGC today announced that Supply & Demand Chain Executive Magazine has named NGC to the 

prestigious Supply & Demand Chain Executive “100” for 2014, recognizing the top 100 supply chain 

projects in the industry. This is the fourth consecutive year NGC has been awarded this honor. NGC was 

recognized for its fashion PLM and Supply Chain Management software implementation at New York-

based Fashion Avenue Sweater Knits. 

“The projects featured can serve as a roadmap for supply chain executives looking for new opportunities 

to drive improvement in their own operations.” 

This year’s Supply & Demand Chain Executive 100 consists of supply chain solution and service 

providers that help their customers achieve true supply chain excellence. These providers demonstrate 

supply chain distinction by producing measurable gains in ROI through cost-cutting and increased 

efficiency, whether in transportation, warehouse, procurement sourcing or any other category in the end-

to-end supply chain. Supply & Demand Chain Executive’s editorial staff weighed submissions based on 

creative application of solutions used in the project, ambitiousness and scope, extent of the business 

outcomes, and clarity of submission. 

“Our goal with this year's Supply & Demand Chain Executive '100' is to put the spotlight on successful 

and innovative transformation projects that are delivering bottom-line value to small, medium and large 

enterprises across the different functions that comprise the supply chain,” said Barry Hochfelder, editor 

of Supply & Demand Chain Executive. “The projects featured can serve as a roadmap for supply chain 

executives looking for new opportunities to drive improvement in their own operations.” 

“NGC is honored to have been recognized for a fourth time by Supply & Demand Chain Executive as a 

leading provider of supply chain solutions,” said Mark Burstein, president of sales, marketing and R&D 

at NGC. “NGC’s solutions play an essential role in helping our customers improve time to market, 

profitability and productivity. We’re proud to work with innovative, forward-thinking customers such as 

http://www.ngcsoftware.com/
http://ngcsoftware.com/products-plm.php
http://www.sdcexec.com/
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Fashion Avenue Sweater Knits that are committed to supply chain excellence.” 
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Siemens PLM recognized by CIO Magazine as one of the CIO 100 Award Winners 

24 June 2014 

 

IDG's CIO magazine announced Siemens PLM Software as a recipient of the 2014 CIO 100. The 27th 

annual award program recognizes organizations around the world that exemplify the highest level of 

operational and strategic excellence in information technology (IT). Siemens PLM Software, a leading 

global provider of product lifecycle management (PLM) software and services, is being recognized for 

its innovative use of Panopto cloud-based recorders to capture remote enablement projects around-the-

world and share them with employees worldwide.  

"For 27 years now, the CIO 100 awards have honored the innovative use of technology to deliver 

genuine business value," said Maryfran Johnson, Editor in Chief of CIO magazine & Events. "Our 2014 

winners are an outstanding example of the transformative power of IT to drive everything from revenue 

growth to competitive advantage." 

Effectively capturing and recording multiple presentations from an event, and then distributing them to 

participants in a timely manner can be a significant challenge for many organizations. In preparation for 

an important conference earlier this year, the learning and development team at Siemens PLM Software 

formulated a new strategy, involving technology from Panopto, to help meet this challenge. Working 

with Panopto, Siemens successfully captured and recorded more than 30 separate plenary and track 

session events during the conference. The recordings were inspected, audited and edited, uploaded and 

available within a week of the conference’s conclusion. Building off of this foundation, Siemens has 

successfully used this approach for subsequent events. 

“As a PLM leader focused on providing customers with tools to optimize their lifecycle processes, we 

are constantly looking for ways to optimize our ability to share best practices across the globe,” said 

Craig Berry, senior vice president and CIO, Siemens PLM Software. “Being honored as one of the CIO 

100 award recipients is a strong testament to our success.” 

Executives from the winning companies will be recognized at the CIO 100 Symposium & Awards 

Ceremony, to be held Tuesday evening, Aug. 19, at the Terranea Resort in Rancho Palos Verdes, 

California. 
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Events News 

Aras Announces ACE 2014 Japan in Tokyo and Osaka – Registration Now Open 

24 June 2014 

 

Aras® has announced that the Aras Community Event (ACE) 2014 Japan will be held on October 7 at 
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Akihabara UDX Gallery / Gallery Next in Tokyo, and on October 10 at Grandfront Osaka North Tower 

C Conference Room in Osaka, Japan. Details, Agenda and Free Registration at 

http://aras.com/plm/002515 

Expanded to two locations, Tokyo and Osaka, ACE 2014 Japan provides attendees an opportunity to 

learn about next generation product lifecycle management and collaborate on PLM best practices for 

addressing the complex challenges of global product development. Attendees will see and learn how 

leading companies around the world have transformed their business processes with Aras, network with 

peers who are working on advanced PLM initiatives, and meet with Aras staff and partners. 

The theme of the conference is RIGHT NOW emphasizing the many things global enterprises can do 

with Aras and Aras Innovator® “right now”, and the impact Aras PLM can have on the business “right 

now”. Right now, Aras has the features, functionality and advanced capabilities needed to take PLM to 

the next level, whether that means integrating a mechatronics strategy, taking it beyond Engineering to 

everyone in the enterprise or extending it throughout the supply chain. Aras CEO and Founder, Peter 

Schroer will deliver the keynote address live in both Tokyo and Osaka. 

ACE 2014 Japan Topics include: 

• Live Keynote by Aras President, Peter Schroer  

• User Case Study Presentations  

• Latest Release – Aras Innovator V10.0 

• Various Technical Presentations  

• Product Demonstrations  

• Showcase of New Solutions & Projects  

• Partner Networking & Exhibits  

• Aras Roadmap, and much more 

ACE 2014 Tokyo - October, 7, 2014, Tokyo Akihabara UDX Gallery / Gallery Next 

ACE 2014 Osaka - October, 10, 2014, Osaka Grandfront Osaka, North Tower C  

Cost: Free to Attend - No Fee (Space is Limited - Registration Required) 

Details and Registration: http://aras.com/plm/002515  
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CimatronE Cuts Machining Time by 72% in Japan 

25 June 2014 

 

Cimatron Limited announced that a recent test cut in Japan using CimatronE dramatically reduced 

machining time by 72%. The complete results will be shown at the Design, Engineering and 

Manufacturing Solutions Expo (DMS) in Tokyo, Japan, June 25-27, 2014. CimatronE provides 

integrated design and NC programming solutions for mold and die makers and manufacturers of discrete 

parts. 

At the booth of CimatronE distributor Saeilo (booth East #9-30), a machined tire mold and a video 

documenting the mold's machining process will be shown. 

http://aras.com/plm/002515
http://aras.com/plm/002515
http://www.cimatron.com/
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The mold was created in record time on a Mazak Variaxis i-700 machine using CimatronE's Rough 

VoluMill and 5-axis finishing capabilities. 

Using traditional machining capabilities, the milling time for this particular job was 134 minutes. With 

CimatronE's VoluMill, the milling time was only 38 minutes - a dramatic time saving of 72%. 

Cimatron with VoluMill generates a high volume, yet constant, material removal rate toolpath with 

smooth, stress-free moves, and cutting in sweet zones throughout, regardless of part shape. This results 

in significantly shorter machining time and longer tool life. 

"These amazing results prove that CimatronE with VoluMill provides a market leading solution for 

ultra-high performance volume milling of mold plates," said Mr Kobi Rosenwasser, Cimatron's VP Asia 

Pacific. 

"I encourage visitors to DMS to visit our booth and witness first-hand how our technology can help 

them dramatically reduce machining time and increase profitability." 
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Financial News 

SofTech Receives $1.3M Strategic Investment 

26 June 2014 

 

SofTech, Inc. announced that it received a total of $1.3 million in new capital from EssigPR, Inc., 

(“EssigPR”) a sister corporation of Essig Research, Inc., (“Essig”) a global professional services 

company headquartered in Ohio and its primary owner Joseph P. Daly. At May 31, 2014, prior to the 

transactions described below, EssigPR and Mr. Daly together owned approximately 9.6% of SofTech’s 

outstanding shares. 

EssigPR and Mr. Daly, invested $1.3 million in SofTech under two agreements entered into on June 20, 

2014. As an individual, Mr. Daly purchased 110,000 shares of SofTech common stock, par value $0.10, 

at $5.00 per share in a private placement. Pursuant to a Securities Purchase Agreement, Mr. Daly has the 

right to require SofTech to repurchase some or all of those shares at $7.00 per share during the ninety 

(90) day period beginning April 1, 2017. The put right is non-transferrable and expires should Mr. Daly 

sell the shares. Another term included in the Securities Purchase Agreement provides Mr. Daly the right 

to cancel 10,000 of the shares purchased in the transaction and have the corresponding purchase price of 

$50,000 refunded to him if SofTech is unable to conclude a separate buyback transaction, within a 

specified period, of 101,411 SofTech common shares from Greenleaf Capital, a third party entity. 

Prior to Mr. Daly’s above described purchase of securities, Mr. Daly exercised an existing put right from 

a previous private placement transaction, which occurred in December 2012, and the Company 

repurchased 25,000 SofTech common shares from him at $5.50 per share. Giving effect to the foregoing 

transactions, Mr. Daly now owns approximately 17.4% of SofTech’s 960,135 shares outstanding. 

In addition, EssigPR entered into a three-year term note (“Note”) as a lender, to SofTech, the borrower, 

in the amount of $750,000. The Note carries interest at 9.5% paid quarterly in arrears and is secured by 

the deferred payments of up to $1.02 million expected from Mentor Graphics Corporation (“Mentor”) 

related to their prior acquisition of the CADRA product line. If Mentor payments are insufficient for 

fully satisfying amounts due under the Note, SofTech shall satisfy the remaining balance on April 1, 
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2017. Payments from Mentor in excess of amounts due under the Note shall revert to SofTech. 

Lastly, SofTech and Essig entered into a Partnership Agreement whereby the parties agreed to work 

together to market and deliver certain of Essig’s specialized services to SofTech’s clients throughout the 

United States and Europe, and to split the revenues received from such co-marketing efforts, in a manner 

to be negotiated as such opportunities arise. 

“Essig is a world-class engineering services-only company that has been delivering their solutions to 

some of the largest manufacturing companies in the world for more than two decades,” said Joe 

Mullaney, SofTech’s CEO. “To be able to team with them to market and deliver those same solutions to 

our clients has the potential to strengthen our position in those accounts and increase our revenue and 

profitability.” 

The Company expects that it will use the $1.3 million in new capital raised under the private placement 

and the Note to: (i) fund the repurchase of 50,000 shares of SofTech common stock issued in 2012 that 

is subject to the put rights to five investors (including the above described 25,000 shares purchased from 

Mr. Daly); (ii) repurchase 101,411 restricted, unregistered shares of SofTech common stock owned by 

Greenleaf Capital at an advantageous price; and (iii) retire $1 million of short term debt from Prides 

Crossing Capital, presently due on January 1, 2015 unless extended. 

In approving the above described transactions, the SofTech Board identified, among other things, the 

following as significant improvements over the Company’s current position: 

 The borrowing cost on the debt represents a reduction of nearly one-third as compared to the rate 

for our current debt facility (9.5% compared to 14%). The effective annual rate of return 

embedded in the repurchase rights on the current private placement represents a reduction of 

nearly one-half as compared to the repurchase rights on the 2012 private placement (11.4% 

compared to 21.8%). 

 The transactions provide additional capital to allow us to repurchase the remaining, restricted, 

unregistered Greenleaf Capital shares and to complete the Company’s contractually-obligated 

repurchase of the SofTech common stock issued in the 2012 private placement with put rights. 

 The longer-term nature of the capital without financial covenants or other restrictions allows for 

more flexibility in management’s investment decision making for long-term shareholder value 

creation. 

 The opportunity to market and deliver enhanced services capability to our clients can improve 

our revenue and profitability while strengthening our existing client relationships. 

Based on management’s assessment, the share issuance activity detailed above would not result in a 

change of ownership as defined under Section 382 of the Internal Revenue Code and therefore would 

not limit the availability of the Company’s net operating loss carryforward asset. Therefore, the Board 

voted to designate the 2014 private placement as an Exempt Transaction as defined in the Company’s 

Rights Agreement dated February 3, 2012. 

Mullaney added: “These agreements provide us with lower cost, long-term capital with no restrictions 

and an opportunity to enhance our current operations by providing a broader range of service offerings 

to our clients. Success in the marketplace can also allow Essig and SofTech to work more closely in 

pursuing new market opportunities. We look forward to getting started.” 

 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Implementation Investments 

A Grape New Future: Welch's Selects Selerant and Implements DevEX Product Lifecycle 

Management 

26 June 2014 

 

Selerant (http://www.selerant.com) announced today that it has entered into agreement with Welch's 

(http://www.welchs.com) to implement DevEX Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) software 

solution. 

"We are implementing a full integration of our recipe development and specification management, 

which will allow us to create new products faster, while still ensuring their high level of nutrition, 

quality, and safety," states Judy Zaunbrecher Welch's R&D/CQA Vice President.  "We selected Selerant 

to not only increase efficiency, but to further expand upon Welch's dedication to focus on healthy 

alternatives for consumers." 

Welch's Farmer's Pick products contain no high fructose corn syrups, preservatives, or artificial flavors 

and colors.  "DevEX PLM will allow Welch's to safely expedite high-quality products to market, 

ensuring all compliance and safety standards," states Sunil Thomas, Selerant COO North 

America.  "Better yet, Welch's will have greater visibility throughout each lifecycle stage.  This includes 

visibility to product standards, requirements, compliance issues, and labeling." 

DevEX's modules include:  Product Development, Regulatory Compliance, Product Data Management, 

and Innovation Process Management.   Additional services and software include EcodEX (ecodesign 

LCA) and Regulatory Scientific Affairs (RSA).  DevEX will integrate the modules with each other as 

well as its legacy systems. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Dassault Systèmes’ 3DEXPERIENCE Platform Selected by Ion Beam Applications to Streamline 

Development of Cancer Therapy Solutions 

24 June 2014 

 

Dassault Systèmes announced today that Ion Beam Applications SA (IBA), a leading medical device 

manufacturer and pioneer in proton beam therapy for cancer treatment, selected the 3DEXPERIENCE 

platform based on V6 architecture, and its “Licensed to Cure for Medical Device” industry solution 

experience. With “Licensed to Cure for Medical Device”, IBA will support the development processes 

of its medical accelerator solutions. 

The changing medical needs of a growing world population, along with advances in medical research, 

place extreme challenges on medical device manufacturers to accelerate development of innovative and 

safe equipment that comply with stringent national and international regulations. IBA wanted to 

transition from a labor-intensive engineered-to-order approach to a standardized collaborative 

development approach that results in an extensive series of production-ready machines that fit a variety 

of complex customers’ demands. 

http://www.selerant.com/
http://www.welchs.com/
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.3ds.com&esheet=50892207&newsitemid=20140623006593&lan=en-US&anchor=Dassault+Syst%C3%A8mes&index=1&md5=899bd8d39cb3b66aae90c7ff764ffd5a
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Thanks to “Licensed to Cure for Medical Device,” IBA’s global teams get a centralized access to the 

most up to date design, regulatory and quality information, ensuring regulatory compliance. Users spend 

little time looking for product data when they need to respond to a regulatory body’s request for 

information. IBA has full traceability and can tightly secure its corporate intellectual property. This 

helps maintain its competitive edge against other medical device companies. 

“With ‘Licensed to Cure for Medical Device’ we will have a single unifying development framework in 

which we can capitalize all our data, processes and methodologies for future reuse, and from there 

improve the productivity of all downstream processes.” said Thomas Canon, PLM Program Manager at 

IBA. 

“Medical device manufacturers have a dual responsibility: to patients for innovative therapeutic 

solutions, and to regulatory bodies that must ensure that their equipment abides by stringent safety and 

quality protocols,” said Monica Menghini, Executive Vice President, Corporate Strategy, Industry and 

Marketing, Dassault Systèmes. “The integrated ‘Licensed to Cure for Medical Device’ industry solution 

experience gives the Life Science Industry a competitive means to provide a faster reply to operators’ 

needs and, ultimately, faster accessibility to therapies for the patients.” 
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Dedicated Computing Selects Aras as Enterprise Product Lifecycle Management Platform 

26 June 2014 

 

Aras® today announced that Dedicated Computing, a premier provider of purpose built embedded 

hardware and software, headquartered in Waukesha, Wisconsin, has selected and implemented the Aras 

enterprise solution suite as its PLM platform. Chosen for its comprehensive functionality and ease of 

configurability, use and roll out, Aras has enabled Dedicated Computing to centralize product 

information, improve insight and visibility into projects, and standardize and automate critical business 

processes company-wide. 

Learn more about Dedicated Computing’s PLM Journey http://aras.com/plm/002522  

Since implementing Aras, Dedicated Computing has streamlined operations, eliminating dozens of ad-

hoc tools, forms and check lists, and automated numerous processes throughout Engineering, Project 

Management, Quality, Sourcing and Manufacturing. These processes include hardware design and 

software development, bill of materials management, engineering change management, corrective and 

preventative action (CAPA), qualified supplier list management, new part creation and part change 

notices, and more. 

“Prior to implementing Aras, project management was a decentralized process that relied on many 

different tools and assorted checklists. We had limited visibility into status or ownership,” said Greg 

Tushaus, Chief Information Officer at Dedicated Computing. “With Aras, we have a standard view of 

project activities and deliverables, as well as improved notification and accountability throughout the 

process. What’s more, Aras is easy to use and easy to customize, and security is guaranteed.” 

Dedicated Computing is a global technology company dedicated to understanding and solving the 

business problems of our customers through the design and deployment of innovative technology 

solutions. Our customers, Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs), develop leading edge systems in 

specialized applications for Healthcare, Training and Simulation, Military, Industrial and Energy 

http://aras.com/plm/002522
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Exploration. Dedicated Computing’s innovative products and services provide OEMs with a connected 

secure and complete solution that allows them to focus on designing competitive, leading edge 

technologies. For more information please visit www.dedicatedcomputing.com 
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Fifteen years as a Delcam Customer in Argentina 

26 June 2014 

 

More than fifteen years ago, just after Delcam Sales Partner MultiCAM had started its activities in the 

Argentinean market, it had the good fortune to meet Claudio Miot, owner of Mi-Pa-Met srl. 

Mr. Miot had developed his professional career inside companies specialising in the manufacture of 

sheet metal spare parts for cars, before founding his own company. 

From the very beginning, Mr. Miot was convinced that making the right investment decisions at the 

right time would help his company to grow rapidly.  After discussions with MultiCAM, Mi-Pa-Met 

decided to start with an investment in metrology, buying its first CMM with Delcam’s PowerINSPECT 

inspection software.  "The software helped Mi-pa-met to move forward more quickly, not only by 

putting us in a position to supply to new customers such as Mercedes Benz but also by improving our 

quality procedures,” said Mr. Miot. 

The investment in Delcam software continued as Mi-Pa-Met expanded, with the PowerSHAPE Pro 

design and reverse engineering software added into the engineering division, in particular to target the 

market for automotive spare parts.  PowerSHAPE Pro’s reverse engineering tools, combined with the 

speed of capturing of digitised data using the CMM, guaranteed accuracy and reduced delivery times. 

The next stage was an expansion of the toolroom, where new CNC mills were added, together with the 

PowerMILL CAM system for programming.  At the same time, extra highly-qualified staff were 

recruited. 

"We could see immediately that PowerMILL was a unique product,” said Carla Moncalvo, one of the 

new engineers.  "I had worked in a few companies in the north of Italy where I had used other CAM 

software.  In comparison, the calculation speed and accuracy of the toolpaths with PowerMILL is 

incredible.  It is difficult to quantify in figures how much the software helps, but I can confirm that it is a 

key tool for us.”  

Another important benefit was that, with PowerMILL, Mi-Pa-Met can confidently cover all its 

programming needs for the manufacture of new press tools, including machining of foam models for the 

foundry and finishing of the press tools, as well as the production of fixtures and other accessories. 
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PALFINGER Invests in CAD Schroer’s MEDUSA4 2D/3D MCAD Suite for Advanced Design 

Automation 

25 June 2014 

 

The Austrian company recently invested in the fourth generation of CAD Schroers product suite. 

http://www.dedicatedcomputing.com/
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PALFINGER’s special highly customised engineering design environment provides the company with 

the greatest degree of automation and flexibility.  

From loader cranes to cherry pickers, on construction sites, on the railways, at sea or in public transport 

- PALFINGER’s products are ubiquitous, and many of us meet them (and the projects they make 

happen) every day. The brand stands for the highest level of quality and performance without 

compromises. PALFINGER recently invested in around 25 seats of MEDUSA4 Advanced Parametrics, 

as well as additional licenses for MEDUSA4 Sheet Metal Design and interfaces to PTC Creo® and 

Windchill® PDMLink™. 

Keeping Up-to-Date 

PALFINGER’s highly specialised product development department in Salzburg depends on flexibility 

and productivity when it comes to delivering up-to-date technical specifications and assembly 

instructions to its customers. “CAD Schroer’s extremely customisable MEDUSA4 2D/3D CAD system 

offers built-in design intelligence, meeting all of our requirements in respect of technical documentation, 

design editing, and fast product modifications,“ says Henrik Binggl, Head of Software Development at 

PALFINGER.  

MEDUSA4 2D/3D MCAD Suite for Advanced Design Automation: 

http://www.cad-schroer.com/products/medusa4.html?pk_campaign=pr140702_palfinger 

Long-lasting Quality Demands Easy Adaptations 

PALFINGER’s products have a lifecycle that spans many decades. Dealers, workshops and service 

centres can rely on clear assembly and maintenance instructions, as well as the long-term availability of 

spare parts.    

“That means that our design and documentation departments are looking after around 95,000 MEDUSA 

drawings, all of which may be subject to modifications. These include detailed component designs for 

manufacture; assembly drawings, layouts and special sheet metal designs,” says Johannes Bauer, Team 

Leader and Project Manager at PALFINGER. 

PALFINGER will be deploying MEDUSA4 on Windows (like its predecessor on Solaris) in those areas 

which demand speed, user friendly design (including easy 3D for traditional 2D users) and 

customisability.  

Read the PALFINGER case study: 

http://www.cad-schroer.com/company/customers/palfinger-medusa4-and-design-

automation.html?pk_campaign=pr140702_palfinger 

Gilbert Koch, Managing Director at CAD Schroer Switzerland, looks after PALFINGER. He says, 

“We’re proud to see our efforts in developing leading edge engineering solutions pay off for customers 

as forward-thinking as PALFINGER, which uses our software to help automate complex processes.” 
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Palliser Selects Optitex to Streamline Product Development and Manufacturing to its Entire 

Operations 

25 June 2014 

 

Palliser Furniture Upholstery Ltd., a leading North American furniture company has chosen Optitex, 

provider of 2D and 3D Virtual Prototyping software solutions to optimize the design, development and 

http://www.cad-schroer.com/products/medusa4.html?pk_campaign=pr140702_palfinger
http://www.cad-schroer.com/company/customers/palfinger-medusa4-and-design-automation.html?pk_campaign=pr140702_palfinger
http://www.cad-schroer.com/company/customers/palfinger-medusa4-and-design-automation.html?pk_campaign=pr140702_palfinger
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manufacturing of its product lines. 

"As we are constantly experiencing business growth, we reached out to a point where we needed a solid, 

accurate, user-friendly solution to support our product development and production processes, Optitex 

will enable us to get an end-to-end solution to our projects from design through production using a 

single platform”, said Mr. Bryan Rach, VP Product Development at Palliser. “We looked for a solution 

that can take us to the next level and will enable us to improve our sample making process by using the 

most accurate and efficient CAD software available”. 

“We are pleased to welcome Palliser as one of our customers. Palliser will enjoy one complete and fully 

integrated software solution that combines 2D flat pattern making with PDM/PLM technologies to 

deliver enhanced product development to shortening time to market”, said Yoram Burg, President of 

Optitex USA. “With over 26 years of experience delivering 2D & 3D solutions to the textile related 

industries, Optitex can assure maximizing productivity and minimizing labor & material costs which 

saves time and money by speeding the time to market and reducing fabric consumption". 
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Product News 
 

3D Systems Announces New iSense 3D Scanner 

25 June 2014 

 

3D Systems  announced that its iSense™ 3D scanner for iPad is immediately available for pre-order 

on Cubify™ and through affiliated retailers, resellers and distributors with commercial shipments to 

commence in the second half of July. Previewed at the 2014 Consumer Electronics Show, the iSense is 

ideal for physical photography on the go, empowering users to easily capture and readily 3D print their 

memorable moments. Powered by 3DS’ popular Sense 3D scanning software, the iSense scans 

wirelessly in seconds for an easy capture experience. 

As the newest addition to 3DS’ consumer offering, the iSense fully integrates with the Cube® family of 

consumer and prosumer 3D printers and also offers direct upload options to Cubify for cloud printing in 

a range of materials including Ceramix, Aluminix and Clear. 

Powered by 3DS’ popular Sense software, the iSense gives you the freedom to scan anything and you 

don’t have to stand still or place an object into a box as required with other 3D scanners. Users simply 

attach the iSense to an iPad, walk around and scan entire objects or environments obtaining a digital 

copy of the real thing. 

iSense is priced at $499 and is available for pre-order on Cubify, 3DS’ consumer hub for 3D printing. 

iSense Features: 

Physical photography for the iPad 

Discover the power of mobile 3D scanning on your iPad or iPad mini with the new iSense. Its integrated 

design makes it easy to capture every dimension of your favorite moments on your iPad. Scan your 

family and friends, everyday-events and adventures, all on your iPad, all in 3D. 

Upgrade your iPad and get inspired on the go 

http://www.3dsystems.com/
http://www.cubify.com/isense
http://www.cubify.com/
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The compact snap-on design of iSense instantly transforms your iPad into a 3D scanner, giving you the 

freedom to scan spontaneously where ever you are. Take it with you and allow your physical world to 

spark your creativity. 

Big or small, scan it all 

From shoes to SUVs, iSense has the most versatile scan range in its class with auto-optimized settings 

for objects large and small. 

Zero-in on what matters 

Automatic object recognition extracts precise targets from the busiest of backgrounds. 

Edit with ease 

With quick cropping, enhancement and solidifying tools, iSense can prepare 3D printable files within 

minutes. 

Scanned for 3D printing 

Physical to digital, and back again. Fully integrated with Cubify and your Cube 3D printer, the iSense 

allows you to upload scans directly for 3D printing, either at home or through the cloud. 
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Altium Releases Next Generation Vault for Collaboration and ECAD Design Data Management 

24 June 2014 

 

Altium Limited has announced the release of the next generation of Altium’s enterprise data 

management and collaboration platform - Altium Vault 2.0. By centralizing, managing and formalizing 

the component libraries, design data and team collaboration using the Altium Vault, design teams will 

be able to achieve significant productivity improvements and reduce potentially costly errors. 

"Designing and maintaining engineering data demands rigor and reliability, but it should not create an 

administrative burden", noted Jason Hingston, Chief Technology Officer, for Altium. "Our development 

focus for this release is around collaboration and productivity - making the next generation of the Altium 

Vault the natural choice for design library, data and collaboration management.” 

Debuting in 2010, the Altium Vault enterprise platform has been at the heart of Altium’s design data and 

collaboration solutions. The Altium Vault manages product versions and releases, design reuse and 

design library management, provides a platform for real-time collaboration, and even manages 

installation deployment and configuration. By implementing Altium Vault in a team’s workflow, an 

organisation will see improved productivity, better design reuse, and dramatically reduce the risk of 

human error. 

The Vault provides design teams and design team leaders with: 

• A centralized, shared location to manage the organization’s components and supply chain data; 

• Managed copies of all templates, reference designs and current designs, complete with precise 

change information, version and revision history; 

• The ability to effectively collaborate on projects across all design domains and even co-design in 

real-time on the same PCB; and 

• Design environment infrastructure management tools for IT departments. 

http://www.cubify.com/
http://www.altium.com/


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 28 

Altium has also simplified product licensing for the Altium Vault product family. The new licensing 

system is not only aligned with traditional enterprise software products, but offers bundles tailored 

toward: component management, small workgroups, and enterprise level design teams. 
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aPriori Brings Business Intelligence to Manufacturers’ Product Profitability 

25 June 2014 

 

aPriori announced the general availability of Cost Insight, a new business intelligence capability that 

delivers timely and actionable product cost and profitability data to engineering, manufacturing and 

sourcing managers and executives. Cost Insight provides aPriori users with intuitive, self-service access 

to product cost information to maximize visibility into the performance of their cost management 

initiatives and enable real-time decisions based on highly reliable and detailed product cost data.     

“Advanced reporting and analytics is becoming a critical component of effective product cost 

management,” said Julie Driscoll, vice president of product management and strategic marketing at 

aPriori. “It increases the efficiency of your efforts by enhancing business insight and enabling more 

informed cost decision making at all levels of the manufacturing organization. Cost Insight unlocks new 

cost driver data and presents it to users at all levels in a highly actionable form enabling a more strategic 

view of product profitability and higher levels of product cost savings.”      

The aPriori platform is architected to provide real-time cost information on parts and complete 

products.  The software leverages CAD and intelligent cost models to quickly determine feasible 

manufacturing methods and product costs while generating detailed manufacturing analysis and cost 

estimates that quantify the impact of changes to product design, materials, manufacturing processes, 

volumes and location in real time. aPriori also enables manufacturers to leverage product cost data 

hosted in other enterprise applications to communicate product cost information between all functional 

organizations involved in product definition and delivery. This includes the import of complex 

engineering Bills of Materials (BOMs) from ERP, PLM or other enterprise applications. 

With Cost Insight, aPriori extends the platform with enterprise-quality business intelligence capabilities 

that provide intuitive and easy-to-use reporting of cost driver data. Cost Insight delivers meaningful, 

role-based insights for design, engineering, manufacturing, value-engineering and sourcing executives 

and managers. The system is completely web-enabled for anytime, anywhere access including mobile. 

Key features in Cost Insight include: 

• A reporting data mart with automated/scheduled export of data from the aPriori product cost 

management platform 

• Powerful export, transform, and load (ETL) data integration for connecting aPriori to other 

enterprise systems and applications 

• A robust set of business intelligence (BI) tools including ad hoc reporting, dashboard creation 

and a production report authoring tool 

• Out-of-the-box reports and dashboards to support key cost management processes such as outlier 

analysis and product cost tracking 
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Specific Reporting Capabilities 

aPriori Cost Insight provides intuitive, role-based reporting of product cost data at the component 

(rollup, assembly and part) and process/operation level. Specific reports include: 

• Production Reports - Built using the Cost Insight professional report authoring tool and designed 

to assist end users in tasks related to their specific product cost management responsibilities.  

• Ad Hoc reports - Built by the end-user with Cost Insight’s online templates and designed for on 

demand reporting by business professionals who want to enhance their visibility into product 

cost and share that knowledge with other stakeholders.   

• Dashboard reports – Built using the Cost Insight professional report authoring tool, and in simple 

cases, the Ad Hoc tool.  The dashboards are designed to support daily monitoring of product cost 

management activities.   
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Arena Quality Now Available 

25 June 2014 

 

Arena Solutions today announced the availability of Arena Quality, a new solution that enables the 

entire discrete engineering and manufacturing team to rapidly identify, capture, collaborate on and 

resolve product quality problems. 

Quality processes are directly connected to the product record in Arena PLM, which provides everyone 

with complete visibility into quality issues. Engineering, operations and the supply chain can fully 

participate in problem resolution and learn from experience to drive continuous improvement. And 

because Arena Quality captures all quality processes in an easily navigated history, customers will 

always be audit ready for ISO (International Organization for Standardization), FDA and other 

organizations. 

"The new quality module looks like a great tool," said Julie Stringham, document control manager 

at Pulsar Vascular, an endovascular medical device company. "Finally, we'll have a solution that can 

make all quality issues visible to the entire company, which is difficult in our current paper-based 

system." 

Capabilities of Arena Quality include: 

 Create and customize templates to support quality processes: The solution provides complete 

control over phases, attributes and terminology to reflect each individual organization's internal 

quality process. It also eliminates the need to start from scratch; templates get organizations up 

and running quickly. 

 Assign work, collaborate and see progress: Arena Quality makes it easy to assign 

responsibility at multiple levels, manage schedules, track progress and drive to final 

resolution. Quality processes are readily visible in the product record, making everyone aware of 

outstanding issues. Emailed notifications are shown in the Arena PLM dashboard. 

 Explicit phase closure with 21 CFR Part 11 compliant electronic signatures: There's no need 

to print and manage hard copies. Arena's electronic signature capability has final sign-off 

covered. 

http://www.arenasolutions.com/products/bomcontrol/features/quality-management/
http://www.arenasolutions.com/products/bomcontrol
http://www.pulsarvascular.com/
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 Persistent history: A complete history of quality processes, down to field level edits, is captured 

in Arena Quality for audit needs. 

"We succeed when our customers succeed, and there are few things more important to our customers' 

success than producing a high quality product," said Steve Chalgren, Arena Solutions' vice president of 

product management and strategy. "Because we've made quality a visible and integrated part of the 

product design and delivery process, everyone in the organization can work together to identify and 

solve problems quickly." 
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ASCON Releases Home Edition of KOMPAS-3D V15  

23 June 2014 

 

ASCON Group is pleased to release the brand new Home edition of KOMPAS-3D V15. This parametric 

software offers all the basic features needed in 2D and 3D design for just 70 Euros (US$95).  The low-

cost tool is meant for non-commercial and home use by amateur designers, hobby engineers, and full-

time students -- anyone interested in CAD software.  

About KOMPAS-3D Home 

At its heart, KOMPAS-3D Home is a flexible 3D modeling system that lets you create 3D models 

parametrically. Parametric technology has the extraordinary advantage of generating a range of products 

quickly, all based on a single prototype.  

A rich collection of functions assist you in producing accurate plans, clear diagrams, documented 

reports, and even prepare vector-based illustrations output in PDF format. Our integrated drawing editor 

provides a variety of design disciplines with flexible and automated work procedures.  

Its intuitive KOMPAS-ABC learning system lets you easily learn CAD through self-study. The learning 

system is provided with numerous examples of 3D models, 2D drawings, and surface models. After just 

a few exercises, you will be able to use the functions of KOMPAS-3D Home effortlessly.  

With the professional surfacing commands found in KOMPAS-3D Home, you can create shapes as 

simple or complex as your designs require. You can even model virtual body surfaces with a thickness 

of zero, the kind of flexible body that’s ideal for complex geometries. 

KOMPAS-3D Home is built on a specially developed version of our own modeling kernel and its 

parametric design system. The specialists at ASCON Group developed our kernel to combine the 

advantages of parametric construction, history-based design, and direct modeling. Out of these, we built 

our sophisticated 3D CAD system that offers all of the crucial functions needed for modeling solids and 

surfaces. 

Exchange Data with Other CAD Systems Easily 

KOMPAS-3D Home supports the most common formats, like DWG, DXF, and STEP. This means it can 

read design files from a large variety of other CAD, CAM, and CAE systems – as well export to them. 

Drawings and models can be exported in raster formats like TIFF for technical documentation and JPEG 

for Web site illustrations. 
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Bentley’s New Subsurface Utility Engineering Breakthrough Technology Mitigates Risk of Building 

in Utility-Congested Underground Environments 

25 June 2014 

 

Bentley Systems, Incorporated, announced the availability of Bentley’s Subsurface Utility 

Engineering (SUE). This breakthrough technology for the integrated engineering management of 

underground utility networks for water, storm water, gas, and electric services is built on OpenRoads, 

Bentley’s collaborative BIM advancement for multi-discipline civil engineering projects. Bentley’s 

SUE brings together data from multiple sources and geo-coordinates it for 3D modeling, interactive 

inspection, and utility conflict detection and clash resolution. 

By providing a framework of powerful software tools and rich content to quickly and easily generate 

high-fidelity, intelligent 3D feature-based models of the buried construction zone, SUE mitigates the 

risks of building in utility-congested, “call-before-you-dig” underground environments. These risks can 

range from project delays to damaged subsurface utilities to explosions that threaten below- and above-

ground infrastructure as well as human life. 

Commenting on the new offering, Bentley Systems CEO Greg Bentley said, “In cities around the world, 

the area that I believe poses the biggest risk to those designing, building, and operating infrastructure is 

found by looking down. It’s also the area for which it seems there’s been the least advancement of 

information modeling and information mobility to improve construction throughput and enhance the 

reliability, safety, and resilience of infrastructure assets. And for Bentley Systems, with our portfolio 

spanning building, civil, geospatial, and plant domains, it’s a particular priority – as all infrastructure 

projects are impacted by subsurface conditions, restrictions, and requirements.” 

He continued, “Our Subsurface Utility Engineering software uniquely provides across disciplines a 

powerful new information modeling application. Its use will empower project teams to comprehensively 

understand, and more effectively and efficiently resolve, underground infrastructure conflicts.” 

SUE automatically creates 3D models from survey information, CAD data, GIS, Excel spreadsheets, 

Oracle databases, and other industry standard sources of information. In addition, it maintains a 

relationship between CAD and GIS utility sources and tracks civil features to ensure that data is always 

synchronized and up to date. 

Using the visualization and clash detection capabilities of SUE, users can readily identify and resolve 

conflicts between new construction features and existing utilities during the design phase. This helps 

mitigate risk during construction, lowers costs, and sustains asset performance. 

SUE further enables immersive modeling by empowering users to combine active plan, profile, and 

cross-section views with innovative 3D modeling technology, providing additional context for decision 

making. SUE’s additional provision of parametric design features includes fully dynamic rules, 

relationships, and constraints built into the modeling workflow. The net result of these advancements is 

improved design quality with unique “optioneering” capabilities that allow users to readily create and 

compare design alternatives. Moreover, the intelligent 3D modeling capabilities deliver against the U.S. 

Federal Highway Administration’s “MAP-21” recommendations for 3D modeling/virtual construction 

and visualization technology. 

http://www.bentley.com/en-US/Products/Bentley+Subsurface+Utility+Engineering/
http://www.bentley.com/en-US/Products/Bentley+Subsurface+Utility+Engineering/
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SUE also conforms to essential elements of the Standard Guideline for the Collection and Depiction of 

Existing Subsurface Utility Data (38-02) that govern subsurface utility information quality. This 

standard assists engineers, project and utility owners, and constructors in developing strategies to reduce 

risk by improving the reliability of information on existing subsurface utilities in a defined manner. 

SUE provides indispensable insight for contractors employing alternative delivery approaches such as 

design-build, and taking on the risks associated with identifying and resolving subsurface utility 

conflicts. Most significantly, those substantially benefitting from SUE’s powerful capabilities include 

cities and other owners of infrastructure – and all whose quality of life is sustained by underground 

utilities. 
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CD-adapco Customers to See Productivity Gains with STAR-CCM+ v9.04 

25 June 2014 

 

CD-adapco™ today announced the release of STAR-CCM+
®
 v9.04, the second release in 2014 of its 

flagship simulation tool. Customers will see reductions in overall time-to-solution and dramatic 

productivity gains using STAR-CCM+ v9.04 workflow improvements, parallel meshing and 

optimization capabilities. The addition of new physics models allows users to perform increasingly 

realistic CAE simulations that more closely represent the real world conditions under which their 

product will operate. 

"With STAR-CCM+ v9.04 we have continued to add new modeling capabilities, increasing accuracy 

realism and throughput of their applications results," said Senior VP of Product Management, Jean-

Claude Ercolanelli. "The development of the STAR-CCM+ v9 releases remains completely focused on 

simulating large and complex models more easily, faster and in the shortest amount of time." 

New features such as Concurrent Per-Part Meshing allows users to distribute the wrapping and meshing 

of complex multi-part assemblies over many parallel processors; the Adjoint Solver Expression allows 

users to mathematically combine individual cost functions together into more representative 

expressions; CAD robustness study allows users to identify potential geometry failures that might 

disrupt design exploration and optimization studies; DFBI (Dynamic Fluid Body Interaction) Contact 

Coupling allows the user to model contact and collisions between moving bodies and boundaries; new 

levels of realism have been added to the volume rendering feature to make more meaningful analysis of 

the results; a new Field Function Editor will make their definition and creation more robust. The new 

features and their range of benefits are discussed in full detail in the company blog (http://www.cd-

adapco.com/blog). 
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CSC’s Integrator now available for Autodesk's Revit® 2015 

26 June 2014 

 

CSC has announced the next generation of its structural BIM integration software for Autodesk’s Revit 

2015. 

http://www.cd-adapco.com/blog
http://www.cd-adapco.com/blog
http://www.cd-adapco.com/blog
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Structural BIM Integration between CSC’s steel building design software, Fastrak, and concrete building 

design solution, Orion, with Autodesk’s Revit
®
 is now a standard workflow for many Structural 

Engineers. This latest release aligns CSC’s design products even further with the recent release of 

Revit
®
 Structure 2015. 

CSC’s Integrator provides enhanced levels of integration, synchronising full or part models between the 

engineer and Revit modeller, with the ability to manage the entire process including: added, deleted and 

modified members and their associated design data. 

“CSC’s Integrator has become an important part of our design process” stated Ian Walker, Partner at 

Billinghurst George & Partners. “The ability to synchronise and share models between Fastrak and Revit 

has proven invaluable to help us maximise BIM in our organisation, leading to an increase in 

productivity.”  

Fastrak & Revit models used in the design of St Benedict’s Hospice, South Tyneside NHS Trust, 

courtesy of Billinghurst George & Partners. 

In addition, auditing features in CSC’s design tools are significantly helping clients to audit their Revit 

data, ensuring topics of connectivity and design assumptions are correct before integrating with analysis 

and design, saving many hours of wasted modelling time. 

CSC is pleased to offer technical support, training and consultancy services to help users get the best 

from Structural BIM. 
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Delcam Upgrades Software for Accommodative and Corrective Orthotic Insoles 

27 June 2014 

 

Delcam has launched the 2014 R3 version of its OrthoMODEL software for the design of custom 

orthotic insoles.  The new release includes the ability to display multiple 2D images and a 3D model 

simultaneously, and a range of improvements to the user interface to simplify workflow and reduce 

design times.  For further details, please go to lz.orthotics-cadcam.com 

OrthoMODEL offers "real-time design” of both accommodative orthotics, ideal for patients with 

diabetes and for those requiring comfort insoles, and corrective orthotics, to address problems with the 

patient’s foot orientation and gait cycle. 

The software has a direct interface to Delcam’s iQube range of scanners, all of which are able to scan 

the patient’s foot, foam boxes or casts.  As an open system, it can also import scan data from most other 

systems as well as create NC code for orthotics generated in other CAD systems 

The new version of OrthoMODEL represents a big leap forward in bringing together 2D image data and 

3D scan data.  When both types of data are presented together, users are better able to decide upon the 

required features in the orthotic. 

OrthoMODEL enables multiple 2D images to be imported and overlaid onto the 3D scan data.  This 

ability creates a dynamic environment where user can interpret the information represented by the 2D 

images in situ over the 3D model.  

The extra dimension that OrthoMODEL offers is in allowing multiple images to be displayed at the 

same time, for example, the user can overlay the photographic image of the plantar surface and an image 
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from a pressure system, and be able to see the data from both whilst overlaid on the 3D scan.  The 

ability to vary the transparency of the scan, images and orthotic allows a full appreciation of how the 

various elements work together to influence the overall design.  As a result, more informed decisions 

can be made as to the prescriptive requirements and on where any additions may need to be located, 

such as a depression to relieve a sore. 

Also new to this version is a dramatically updated user interface.  A new image page to capture, import 

and present multiple images, plus extra display utilities on the alignment and design pages, make for a 

better user experience and enable decisions on the orthotic design to be made quickly and accurately. 

The system has also been updated to allow users who purchase a Delcam iQube scanner to send orders 

that contain either scan data or the finished design through to range of on-line labs that can fulfil the 

manufacture.  This allows users to embrace the digital design world without the need for a CNC mill or 

router. 

As with all of Delcam’s products for the orthotics industry, the new software has been developed in 

association with Delcam customers from laboratories, podiatrists and orthotists around the world, 

coupled with Delcam’s knowledge of footwear design and manufacture gained from its relationships 

with leading brands. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Deltek Axium Introduces Project Trek™ to Deliver a Collaboration and Document Management 

Solution Designed Specifically for A/E/C Firms 

26 June 2014 

 

Axium, a developer of accounting and project management software for A/E firms that is now part of 

Deltek, announced the introduction of Project Trek™, a collaboration and document sharing solution 

formerly known as ArchiTrek™. The cloud-based software tool was designed by architects to improve 

how A/E/C project teams work together to deliver successful projects. Project Trek will be demoed at 

the 2014 AIA conference in Chicago in booth numbers 3254 and 3255. 

“With the advent of sophisticated BIM software and integrated project delivery, the industry demanded 

a better way to collaborate, share documents and manage the design and construction process,” said 

Namita Dhallan, Deltek’s EVP of Product Strategy and Engineering. “We believe Project Trek 

addresses these challenges in a unique way because we tailored it specifically to the way A/E/C firms 

work today.” 

Project Trek promotes collaboration, document and construction management, and electronic bidding 

through a web platform that can be quickly and securely accessed based on project role. Digital access to 

files simplifies RFIs, RFCs, submittals and change order tracking during the design and construction 

process with version controls and remote access. Project Trek eliminates the effect of groups working in 

silos by maintaining a central repository where current files can be accessed by everyone contributing to 

the project. The excess costs associated with the time, resources and printing of multiple bid packages 

are also reduced. 

“Gaining transparency and accountability throughout a project from design to delivery is critical in 

today’s dynamic A/E/C environment,” said Jason Brabo, Principal at TLCD Architecture. “Project Trek 

offers a visibility into projects we have never experienced before and has dramatically improved 

http://www.axium.com/products/about-ajera-software.aspx
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communication among all the teams involved, improving efficiency and mitigating risk.” 

The SaaS delivery of Project Trek eliminates additional hardware or software investment as well as any 

added burden on a firm’s IT resources. With anywhere access from mobile devices, Project Trek 

supports remote uploads to get information into the hands of those who need it quickly, including field 

reports with photos and descriptions of project site details. Featuring an intuitive software interface, 

Project Trek fosters quick adoption by users with minimal guidance or training. 
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Eagle Point Software Expands Pinnacle Series Resources to include Bluebeam 

18 June 2014 

 

Eagle Point Software Corporation, an Autodesk AEC Industry Partner, announced the addition of 

Bluebeam Revu 12 content to its Pinnacle Series. These resources are the first step in expanding its 

resources for the AEC industry beyond Autodesk software. 

Pinnacle Series subscribers who also use Bluebeam Revu 12 can now access: 

 Design Management and Construction Management Workflows 

 50 How-to Videos 

 Technical Support 

 Live Training 

"We heard the desire from design and construction professionals throughout the industry to better 

incorporate Bluebeam into their workflow. With the success of our Autodesk product resources in 

Pinnacle Series, it was natural for us to provide this learning and productivity content to Bluebeam 

customers," says Brad Heil, Vice President of Products and Services at Eagle Point. 
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Force Density, Laminations and Nonlinear Improvements with MagNet v7.5 

26 June 2014 

 

Infolytica Corporation has released the newest versions of its simulation suite of software: MagNet, 

ElecNet, ThermNet and OptiNet. Specializing in electromagnetic and electric fields, Infolytica offers 

easy to use software solutions for engineers searching to reduce cost and obtain a better design. 

MagNet v7.5 can now predict the surface force density on a component, including cases where the 

component is touching others. 

MagNet can also support laminations and other types of material segmentations with the perfect electric 

insulator boundary condition. When using this new boundary condition on a surface, MagNet will stop 

current flow between touching conducting components. This approach is much quicker as it eliminates 

the need to mesh a very thin insulating sheet - a long process which increases the solution time 

drastically. 

javascript:;
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After working with several power transformer designers and learning more about their simulation needs, 

Infolytica has developed an unmatched proprietary formulation of the nonlinear surface impedance 

approximation. In the new formulation, both the low and the high saturation regions of the non-linear 

BH properties are modeled accurately. 

Other general improvements include: 

 Speedups in ElecNet to allow the use of many electrodes in a model 

 Added the surface heat sources in ThermNet 

 System Model Generator – for creating RSM/VHDL-AMS files for use in system level 

simulators - supports fractional number of turns 

 General improvements have also been made to third party file interoperability 

 General speedups to the software 
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GRAPHISOFT Releases ArchiCAD 18, Introduces BIMcloud 

23 June 2014 

 

GRAPHISOFT® announced today that ArchiCAD® 18's global rollout process and the introduction of 

its brand new BIMcloud® Solution has begun.  BIMcloud allows a BIM workflow on any network, 

hardware or software configuration, connecting teams and projects of any size or setup, 24/7. 

Shipping started with the International version of both products on June 19, followed by the German 

version on June 23 and the US and UK/Ireland versions on June 24 – the first four of 27 local versions, 

according to a busy release schedule, will all reach the market by the end of Q3 2014. For specific 

shipping dates in the various markets, please contact your local ArchiCAD reseller.  For more 

information about ArchiCAD 18, please visit www.graphisoft.com/archicad. 
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Increase of the CAD/CAM Productivity Thanks to the Integration of Adveon in TopSolid 7 

25 June 2014 

 

After more than 15 years of collaboration with Sandvik Coromant, Missler Software is pleased to 

announce the upcoming conclusion of a strategic agreement with this company for the integration of the 

tool library system, Adveon™. 

Sandvik Coromant is one of the world's leading supplier of tools, tooling solutions and know-how for 

http://www.graphisoft.com/bimcloud
http://www.graphisoft.com/info/where_to_buy/
http://www.graphisoft.com/archicad
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the metalworking industry. Smart software with all the necessary functions for the management of 

cutting parts, collisions and driven points, Adveon provides access, via the Internet, to any supplier's 

tool library, . CAD/CAM productivity is thus increased thanks to the provision of the catalog including 

all the relevant information (geometry and cutting conditions). 

The target is potentially manufacturing engineering and company workshops equipped with numerically 

controlled machine tools. 

The library allows a whole database of tools to be quickly built and provides automatic access to 3D 

CAD models for precise simulation and visualization. Manual entry is minimized, ensuring the 

consistency and quality of data. Adveon, respecting the ISO 13399 standard, simplifies and accelerates 

CAD/CAM programming. This allows customers to develop their own libraries, quickly build tool 

assemblies and view the results in 2D or 3D. 

Based on new software technologies, TopSolid 7 corresponds to the increasingly broad and general 

demands of industries.  The new generation is the result of over ten years of very intense development 

that have led to the integration of all the new features that emerged at the dawn of the millennium into 

the heart of the software, such as parallelization (MultiCore), the use of PDM, web compatibility, or 

synthetic imagery. The first mechanical engineering customers installed have already seen an increase in 

productivity of 20-30%.  

A major advantage of TopSolid'Cam is its native PDM for managing the life cycles of machined parts 

and cutting tools. 

Dominique Laffret, VP Strategic Partnerships at Missler Software, declared :  "Very much aware of the 

'tools and cutting conditions' issue for users of CAD/CAM and numerically controlled machine tools, 

Missler Software made a commitment with Sandvik Coromant when offered the chance to collaborate 

on a new software approach. 

Adveon is an innovative solution for building your own library of tools from the ISO 13399 

standard.  Directly linked to the supplier tool database, the user can quickly and simply compile catalog 

tools that they can then order. There is therefore no risk of generating a tool that does not exist. Once 

this operation is complete, the operator will find them in their own TopSolid'Cam database. As the 

interface carries all the properties of tools (driven points, cutting parts, attachment type and position or 

output lengths), they can be used immediately in TopSolid'Cam. Updates and customer modifications 

are, of course, managed. 

The time savings and increased safety generated by this kind of collaboration go without saying. For 

some time now, computer-aided technologies have not been limited to simply generating paths. It is our 

duty to take all manufacturing stakeholders into account in order to increase productivity by reducing 

the risk of error and providing simple tools that can perform complex operations."  

Klas Forsström president of Sandvik Coromant comments: “Pressure to reduce time from design to 

production combined with the ever-increasing complexity of tools makes rapid access to accurate and 

current tool data more critical than ever. Companies can no longer afford to rely on manual data entry 

and operators need a single tool library that can manage tools from multiple manufacturers. Adveon has 

been designed from the ‘ground up’ to address these challenges and we are pleased that Top Solid 

software has integrated the tool library system.” 

The official introduction is to take place at the International Manufacturing Technology Show (IMTS), 

to be held in Chicago from September 8-13, 2014, then at AMB Stuttgart the following week. 
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Infinite Skills’ “SolidWorks - Animation Tutorial” Helps Designers Create and Render Animations 

and Walkthroughs 

25 June 2014 

 

Software training firm, Infinite Skills Inc., this week introduced its “SolidWorks - Animation Tutorial,” 

an advanced SolidWorks course focusing on the palette of tools for creating basic animations and 

walkthroughs for assembly and motorized models. 

SolidWorks is a computer aided design program that uses a parametric, feature-based assembly system 

for building mechanical models. 

Infinite Skills’ SolidWorks - Animation Video Training provides a focused training guide, enabling 

experienced SolidWorks users to start creating walkthroughs and rendering animations after only a few 

concise lessons. 

Course author, Matt Perez, is a certified expert in SolidWorks who has worked in training and private 

training consulting, helping companies develop strategies to improve efficiency in using SolidWorks 

since 2011. A SolidWorks user since 2009, Perez has been recognized by SolidWorks for innovation 

with surfacing models. More recently, he presented at SolidWorks World on kinematics, demonstrating 

how to work with motion in SolidWorks modeling. 

Following a brief overview, Perez demonstrates how to set up the command manager and toolbars for 

creating animation. He then provides an in-depth introduction to the motion manager, showing how its 

features are arranged, how to use the timeline and key points, and work with the toolbar. 

Perez then looks at the animation wizard, which enables users to manipulate the view with options for 

rotation, and explode and collapse view. 

The course then guides students through the animation process, explaining the essentials of point-to-

point and kinematic animation. Perez then demonstrates how to work with cameras and lights, and use 

other features to create a walkthrough before concluding with a look at output options, including render 

and using the SolidWorks Scheduler. 

"Throughout this video series, you should understand basic animation and how to create almost any 

basic animation within SolidWorks," Perez says. 

Free demo videos and a full list of course contents can be found on the SolidWorks - Animation training 

page of the Infinite Skills website: 

http://www.infiniteskills.com/training/solidworks-animation.html 
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ISD Adopts D-Cubed AEM for Accurate Motion Simulation 

25 June 2014 

 

ISD Software and Systeme GmbH (“ISD”), a leading provider of software for mechanical engineering, 

http://www.infiniteskills.com/training/solidworks-animation.html
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plant engineering, sheet metal processing and steel and metal engineering, has licensed Siemens PLM 

Software’s D-Cubed software and released it in the 2014 version of its HiCAD product line. ISD 

selected the D-Cubed Assembly Engineering Manager (AEM) component to provide a motion 

simulation capability. 

HiCAD provides fast, efficient product development in 2D and 3D for mechanical engineering, plant 

engineering, sheet metal processing and turnkey solutions for steel, glass, metal and facade engineering. 

The new AEM integration enables you to simulate the motion of parts in mechanisms and assemblies. 

Since AEM operates directly on the CAD model, you can perform motion studies interactively and 

model moving part interactions with a high degree of accuracy. As a HiCAD user, you can also add a 

range of forces and engineering devices supported by AEM, including linear/rotational motors and 

gravity, to model a wider range of systems. You can simulate the physical function of digital assemblies 

at an early stage of the design process and without specialist training, which helps eliminate costly errors 

later in the product development cycle. 

Integrating AEM builds on ISD’s long-established use of D-Cubed geometric constraint solvers. HiCAD 

already benefits from an integration of the D-Cubed 2D Dimensional Constraint Manager (DCM) for 

parametric sketching and the 3D DCM for parametric part positioning in HiCAD’s assembly 

environment. 

“D-Cubed AEM is an important tool that combines geometric accuracy, interactivity and ease of use to 

deliver a unique solution in the field of motion simulation,” said Dr. Markus Grunwald, Technical 

Director, ISD. “Licensing this solution is the latest milestone in a successful, long-term partnership in 

which Siemens PLM Software has proven its ongoing commitment to support its customers with high 

quality technology that is cost-effectively deployed.” 

“While the D-Cubed brand is often associated with the de facto standard for geometric constraint 

solving, the portfolio is comprised of six components that satisfy a broader range of requirements, 

including motion simulation,” said Paul Sicking, senior vice president, Chief Technology Office, 

Siemens PLM Software. “We look forward to supporting ISD as it joins a growing number of 

organizations who are expanding their use of D-Cubed components to provide their customers with new 

and advanced capabilities.” 
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Lectra Announces Kaledo® V4R1 

24 June 2014 

 

Lectra is pleased to announce Kaledo® V4R1, the latest release of its design solution. 

“The shifting demands of the fashion and apparel industry put rising pressure on companies to cut time 

and cost, forcing them to renew collections more often to remain competitive. Kaledo V4R1 was 

developed with these specific needs in mind,” says Daniel Harari, Lectra CEO. 

This new release is the result of a close collaboration with Lectra customers. “We have taken input from 

our key textile customers. Product development teams and pre-production rely on the efficiency of 

designers to produce innovative and creative designs to ensure that interesting, fresh products reach 

stores on time. Our R&D teams have developed this new version to respond to industry needs,” he adds. 

Kaledo V4R1 features a host of new tools including draper, a texture mapping module that simulates 
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fabric on images and sketches, producing realistic results for earlier decision making in the collection 

and sales selection process. “Kaledo allows us to realistically represent what a product will look like. As 

designers, we are able to develop clear and concise range plans to pitch to our clients or in-house design 

teams,” says Jon Mabbott, Menswear Designer at CP Company, United Kingdom. 

“We have been using Lectra’s pattern-making solutions for many years. The new Kaledo will help us to 

simplify and speed up style customization and reduce the number of physical samples needed in the 

process, thanks to immediate visualization,” adds Claudia Schüpbach-Germann, Designer at Isa 

Sallmann, Switzerland. 

This latest release also introduces major improvements to color management, such as better lighting 

options for increased color accuracy. Users can also now work with more complex knit and woven 

structures for more sophisticated design options. Other features include new repeat, color mask and 

transparency tools for more design flexibility. 

“Design is an essential asset in Lectra’s offer. Lectra fashion solutions are continually updated to 

improve collaboration between design and product development teams onto buying, sourcing and 

merchandising. Kaledo helps to shorten time to market by improving control and visibility at the deepest 

level,” explains Anastasia Charbin, Fashion Marketing Director, Lectra. 
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Luxion’s KeyShot Chosen as New Rendering Solution for SpaceClaim Engineer 

24 June 2014 

 

Luxion announced that SpaceClaim has chosen Luxion’s KeyShot as its new rendering solution for 

SpaceClaim Engineer mechanical design software. With the release of SpaceClaim Engineer SP2, users 

will have immediate access to “KeyShot for SpaceClaim” at no additional charge, providing users the 

ability to create rich, 3D visuals faster and more efficient than ever before. 

Users of SpaceClaim and KeyShot have enjoyed close integration between the products in the past with 

the ability to send designs created inside SpaceClaim straight to KeyShot. Now, in a partnership 

between Luxion and SpaceClaim, the integration between the platforms becomes even tighter. The 

integration introduces the ability to apply KeyShot materials directly inside SpaceClaim Engineer and 

includes the addition of Luxion’s LiveLinking technology to send geometry updates from SpaceClaim 

Engineer directly to KeyShot without losing material assignments or other settings. Like SpaceClaim, 

KeyShot provides the most advanced compatibility for the widest range of 3D file formats, making each 

a critical solution for those on multi-platform 3D modeling systems who demand high quality visuals for 

imagery across the concept design, manufacturing and marketing process. 

“KeyShot for SpaceClaim” is bundled together with SpaceClaim Engineer with KeyShot capabilities 

completely integrated within the SpaceClaim interface. From the KeyShot tab, users can apply over 500 

scientifically accurate materials to their model and see them applied to the design as they work. When a 

user is ready to take their work into KeyShot to continue the rendering process, they simply select 

‘Render’ and the model, along with KeyShot materials, colors and camera views, is opened inside 

KeyShot. From here, the user can continue to add and modify materials, change environments, add 

lighting and send design changes from SpaceClaim to KeyShot with the click of a button. Overall, a 

process that brings the modeling speed in SpaceClaim and the rendering speed in KeyShot together, 
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saving time for engineers, manufacturers and others creating visual content. 

“SpaceClaim Engineer is an incredibly versatile tool for 3D modeling,” said Claus Wann Jensen, CEO 

and Co-founder at Luxion. “To see this with “KeyShot for SpaceClaim” brings phenomenal power to the 

product development process. With more flexibility in design and rendering, it not only makes the 

workflow faster and more efficient, but also makes the creation of 3D visuals even faster than before.” 
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Nemetschek Vectorworks Releases English Version of SimTread 2 Pedestrian Simulation Software 

25 June 2014 

 

Nemetschek Vectorworks, Inc., is pleased to announce the release of the English version of SimTread 2, 

a pedestrian simulation tool developed by A&A Co. Ltd., the Vectorworks distributor in Japan, in 

partnership with Waseda University in Tokyo, Japan and Takenaka Corporation. As a plug-in for 

Vectorworks software, SimTread lets users simulate and analyze crowd movement. It can also serve as 

evacuation simulation software for both general and complex building and municipal designs. 

“SimTread lets Vectorworks users design with confidence by identifying crowded areas and factors that 

inhibit or change circulation flow,” said Dr. Biplab Sarkar, Chief Technology Officer at Nemetschek 

Vectorworks. “It therefore expedites the iterative design process and helps to determine the best designs 

for safe traffic flows. Plus, several new features enhance SimTread’s crowd movement simulations, such 

as creating events that trigger action, the addition of wheelchair objects and being able to program 

barriers to appear or disappear, mimicking actions such as the opening and closing of doors.” 

SimTread augments the cache of safety and planning tools that the people responsible for disaster 

preparedness, public safety, facilities management, or event, municipal or campus planning use for 

circulation studies and flow analysis. To generate simulations, Vectorworks software users create 

destinations, specify the location of walls, columns or furniture in their designs that could possibly 

impede crowd movement, insert people and then run the simulation. Options to count people within a 

specified area or to calculate the rate of flow can also be added. Realistic representations of inhabitants 

are determined by variable travel speeds of people such as children, older people, and people who use 

wheelchairs. Users can also export and analyze data on travel speeds and crowd flow rates, and graph 

the flow rate over time and/or cumulative flow. 

“Creating simulations with SimTread is easy, and you don’t need to be a CAD or BIM expert to use it,” 

said Rubina Siddiqui, Assoc. AIA, Senior Product Specialist – BIM Solutions at Nemetschek 

Vectorworks. “The tool is intuitive, giving Vectorworks users the flexibility they need to create 

simulations based on their Vectorworks drawings or on various file formats imported into Vectorworks, 

such as PDF, image and DWG files.” 

SimTread is sold and distributed in the United States by Nemetschek Vectorworks, Inc. through a 

license arrangement that renews annually. The English version of SimTread 2, which requires 

Vectorworks 2014 software to operate, works on both Macintosh and Windows platforms.  
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New Training Videos for Wire EDM CAD-CAM Software 

20 June 2014 

 

Earlier this year BobCAD-CAM released its all new 2 & 4 Axis Wire EDM CAD-CAM software to the 

manufacturing industry sparking a huge interest across the Wire EDM manufacturing sectors. The new 

Wire EDM software had been rebuilt from the ground up offering all of the new CNC programming 

technology that the latest Milling system offered in terms of using machining wizards and more, 

bringing the Wire EDM system current and giving EDM programmers a major advantage in using CAM 

to machine their parts. With so many new features having been added, the BobCAD-CAM training team 

went into action compiling a large line of multimedia video training movies to teach new users the 

product and bring existing customers up to speed fast. The set includes over 30 videos that walk you 

through the fundamentals and functionality of the software and includes videos for both 2 & 4 Axis 

programming. Also included is a special digital workbook and additional CAD files that are used in the 

videos so that users can work along with the instruction they are seeing in the movies. It’s simply a 

faster way to learn and can be watched virtually anywhere a video can be played. Shop Training Video 

Sets HERE 

The BobCAD-CAM Wire EDM software is capable of programming both 2 & 4 Axis parts. The 

software offers support for open and closed shape profile machining and provides a productive software 

environment allowing you to rapidly produce wire toolpaths and G-Code programs for Mitsubishi, 

Japax, Brother, Fanuc, Sodick and other CNC Wire EDM’s. Newly added Machining Wizards remove 

the guesswork from programming even the most complicated parts. Along side of all the new features is 

the ability to simulate 2 or 4 axis programs. This is completely new to the Wire EDM software and a 

valuable feature to eliminate costly mistakes at the machine. Download a Free Wire EDM CAD-CAM 

Demo HERE 
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PDF3D V2.10 Release Gives Engineers Advanced Customization for 3D Reporting  

24 June 2014 

 

In PDF3D’s new V2.10 version released today, 3D PDF developers have added many advanced styling 

options to enable engineers to customize 3D modelling and reporting much further than before in 3D 

PDF. The PDF3D ReportGen release coincides with a major update of the PDF3D development toolkit.  

From geospatial to engineering and manufacturing, the company has continuously pushed new 

boundaries in what is possible with the conversion of data from CAD, Point Cloud, ParaView, 

COMSOL, FBX and many more formats into the universally accessible 3D PDF files. In this latest 

update, PDF3D have maintained their mission to keep 3D PDF conversion as easy and flexible as 

possible for users and developers.  

Capabilities such as full progressive sequence animation with one click combined with improvements to 

control over font styles, watermarks, colors and transparency gives users the ability to interact & present 

3D in much richer and detailed ways. For power users custom layer ordering and scripting is 

complemented by menus available in 12 languages.  

 “In our new versions of both PDF3D-ReportGen and SDK our development team have been keen to 

http://bobcad.com/training-products/
http://bobcad.com/demo.php?download=Wire%20EDM&source=Blogpst
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help our engineering community have greater flexibility in how they customize their 3D reports in 

PDF”, explained Ian Curington of PDF3D. “The new features we’ve added have been as a direct result 

of the input we’ve received from our customers and range from simplified 3D JavaScript insertion for 

writing their own customized themes to draping lines and polygon coverage shapes over terrain models 

without the need for grid files for those working with civil engineering data.”  

“Advanced customization of 3D reports is just one aspect of the new release”, added Mr Curington, “the 

way the models can be viewed and presented has been improved too with the addition of custom DWG 

camera views, scrollable parts lists and many other visual presentation features.”  

The theme of ‘one-click action’ for high quality results continues to be prominent throughout PDF3D’s 

latest suite release, firmly positioning the company’s products as the favourites for fast integration and 

straightforward usability in 3D PDF generation.  
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RuleDesigner Integrates KeyShot Data 

23 June 2014 

 

ENGINEERING PLM Solutions announces today that RuleDesigner gives the possibility to share 

images, 3D contents and realistic animations created with Keyshot® in real time, in both PLM and CRM 

processes. 

By structuring product information in RuleDesigner PLM collaborative platform, users can exploit the 

full potential of Keyshot® and, then, share information on the basis of corporate workflows or target 

users. 

Indeed, in RuleDesigner each product is represented by an informative dashboard containing data and 

documents coming from different corporate areas, including Marketing, Sales, CRM, Design, Quality, 

Projects and Service. 

The integration of Keyshot® data adds further value, enriching consultation with a high quality visual 

experience and a high level of interactivity. 

The Keyshot® community will operate as usual. RuleDesigner will take charge of the work to manage 

the outputs generated. As a matter of fact, thanks to rule-based configuration processes it is possible to 

fully automate the processes for delivering and sharing information with the external world. 

RuleDesigner is a platform that enables and support collaboration across the global enterprise. Thanks to 

the possibility to extend its functionalities and to the “network oriented” logic, RuleDesigner broadens 

the focus from the product to corporate relationships, making possible to deliver information globally, in 

a customized and structured way, regardless who created the information and with which tool.  
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Support for 2015 Versions of AutoCAD Civil 3D and Autodesk Revit Solutions Now Available 

26 June 2014 
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Eagle Point Software Corporation, an Autodesk AEC Industry Partner, announced the addition of 

Autodesk 2015 resources to Pinnacle Series, which enables AEC organizations to immediately take 

advantage of the new features found in the latest Autodesk software and increase overall productivity. 

Pinnacle Series Workflows, Cheat Sheets, Videos and Live Training Classes are updated to include 

support for the following 2015 Autodesk products: 

 AutoCAD 

 AutoCAD Civil 3D 

 AutoCAD Map 3D 

 Autodesk Infraworks 360 

 Autodesk Storm & Sanitary Analysis 

 Autodesk Revit Architecture 

 Autodesk Revit MEP 

 Autodesk Revit Structure 

 Autodesk Navisworks 

 Autodesk 3ds Max Design 

 Autodesk Design Review 

"Many customers have made the move or are soon to make the move to the 2015 release of these 

Autodesk products and we're happy to be able to quickly deliver access to a full library of learning and 

help resources," says Brad Heil, Vice President of Products and Services at Eagle Point. "The 

workflows, cheat sheets, videos, training classes and technical support are all pointed at making our 

clients more productive with these new releases." 

In addition to 2015 support, Civil Engineering professionals and Building Design professionals gain 

access to new AutoCAD Civil 3D, AutoCAD Map 3D and Autodesk Revit content. This content 

includes 35+ new AutoCAD Civil 3D and AutoCAD Map 3D how-to videos and 40+ new Autodesk 

Revit cheat sheets and how-to videos. All design professionals can also access new Bluebeam Revu 12 

content, including document management workflows and 40+ how-to videos. 
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TFTLabs offers Autodesk Inventor 2015 Support 

23 June 2014 

 

TFTLabs S.A.S, announces in this latest release the support of new Autodesk Inventor 2015 for 

company products TFTWeb™, TFTPad™, TFT4iT™ and free JSON3D Gallery™. Check it from their 

free JSON3D Gallery (browser/mobile), go to http://json3d.com.  

TFTLabs products support all major 3D formats, , which now include latest release of CAD System, 

Autodesk Inventor 2015 

Entities treated:  

1. Assemblies, parts, 

http://json3d.com/
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2. Visibilities, Colors, Transparency, Attributes, 

3. All 3D Entities 

4. File extensions : .iam .ipt 

“In CAD interoperability business, the #1 customer requirement is the responsiveness in delivering 

updates compatible with the latest versions of any CAD format. This is also our #1 priority for the 20+ 

formats we support and, thanks to our Web software available on most popular Web browsers such as 

Google Chrome, Firefox, Internet Explorer, Safari or Opera. Deployment to end-users is instantaneous 

and transparent. ” says Francois Chretien, CEO and Chief Scientist. 

“We are proud of our development team who managed to release this update. Our technology reads and 

visualizes all 3D native formats without any license of 3D software from a simple Web browser. ”  

says Jean-Luc Brocard, COO and Quality and Customers Support Manager. 

TFTLabs products work directly on 3D data from all native or generic CAD formats (more than 20 

formats) up to their latest revision. 

With TFTLabs technology visualize and share 3D models from web browser or mobile devices.  

Test for free JSON3D Gallery on the web, or from your mobile with TFTPad app, available on Google 

Play.  

Within TFTPad, interact with 3D models using the intuitive touch interface. Pinch to zoom, single finger 

drag to rotate, two fingers drag to pan and double tap on the screen to fit all the model. 

With TFTWeb, the instant messaging system for 3D, communicates and collaborates on 3D native data 

on various operating systems and browsers.  

Create pages together with annotations, dimensions, detailed or exploded views, textual information … 

With TFT4iT, software editors can easily integrate their 100 % web-based 3D toolkit and access directly 

to all major 3D CAD file formats. Software editors can now take benefit of the JSON3D format real 

openness and perenity. 

The whole technology behind the products is owned by TFTLabs, whose key people have a unique 

experience in 3D interoperability since 20 years. 

TFTLabs SAS is a company dedicated to 3D Open solutions for Web Computing in the Manufacturing 

Market founded by CAD and Interoperability Veterans. 
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TransMagic Redefines 3D CAD Comparison with New MagicCheck R2  

26 June 2014 

 

TransMagic, Inc., announces the release of MagicCheck R2, a 3D geometric data comparison 

application. MagicCheck R2 delivers new features including multi-body comparison, 3-point move 

positioning and dynamic dimensioning. MagicCheck's new assembly comparison and dimension 

features will allow suppliers to instantly find even the smallest model and assembly changes in new data 

sets.  This feature dramatically improves the accuracy of quoting based on 3D CAD data and allows 

companies to easily document changes to downstream processes such as NC toolpaths and QA 

inspection plans. The user experience is also enhanced with optimized model import performance, 

multi-core processing technology and dockable browser panes. 

http://json3d.tftlabs.com/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=tftlabs.web.mobile
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=tftlabs.web.mobile
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Deployed at Neill Aircraft Company, Juan Castro, Systems Control Manager, states, “MagicCheck 

helped us immensely by concentrating the extraction and validation processes under one roof.” The 

MagicCheck R2 feature enhancements allow users greater control over 3D CAD data for more accurate 

and detailed comparison results.  The multi-body compare capability enables advanced comparison of 

parts in multi-bodied assemblies. Now users can manipulate the alignment of parts anywhere in space 

using the new 3-point Move function for precise analysis. The dynamic dimensioning intuitively guides 

users to create professional level dimensions on any 3D part or assembly, enabling companies to 

produce more accurate quotes and share precise model query data amongst teams. 

Built on the TransMagic multi-CAD foundation, MagicCheck R2 delivers an enhanced and optimized 

user experience. Noted by Juan Castro, Neill Aircraft Company, MagicCheck includes “…multiple 

additional functionalities and features absent on previous software products used by our company.” 

Multi-core processing enables increased performance and faster model import speeds by allocating 

system processing across all available system cores instead of the standard process of using one core at a 

time. The new dockable browser panes and upgraded visualization features allow users to customize 

their 3D model comparison environment to their requirements. Supporting numerous file formats, 

MagicCheck R2 includes updated file format support for CATIA, NX, Inventor and Parasolid.  New 

formats introduced in R2 include DWG/DXF and SMLib.  

Delivering a complete solution, TransMagic focuses on more than just the technology; “implementation 

and training have been a great plus, along with exceptional Customer Service,” adds Castro. 
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Trimble Introduces Document Controller Standard for Integrated 2D and 3D Building Construction 

Change Management 

24 June 2014 

 

Trimble announced Trimble® Document Controller Standard, a powerful and easy-to-use virtual 

construction management application that automates change detection between design iterations in both 

2D design drawing sets and in 3D models created using Building Information Modeling (BIM) software. 

The new application allows project stakeholders to quickly understand design changes to better 

anticipate and mitigate issues that might increase cost or risk.   

Document Controller Standard combines document management and constructability analysis 

capabilities—previously delivered only through Trimble's Vico Office Suite for 5D BIM. While Vico 

Office extends the basic 3D model with analysis of constructability materials, labor, scheduling and 

costs, Document Controller Standard is a standalone 2D/3D application designed for construction firms 

that simply need a better way to manage drawings and models. 

"With the industry's growing adoption of BIM as a standard process, designers, builders and owners 

alike are challenged by the reality that construction projects can hover in both the 2D and 3D worlds," 

said Jon Fingland, business unit director of the General Contractor / Construction Manager Division 

of Trimble Buildings Group. "For most construction companies, the scope of a contract is illustrated in 

2D drawings, while 3D models drive coordination and quantification efforts during the construction 

process. Document Controller Standard closes the gap between 2D drawings that are contractually 

binding and dynamic 3D models that must evolve and ease into BIM workflows in a way that can ensure 

long-term success."  

http://www.vicosoftware.com/document-controller-standard/tabid/319180/Default.aspx
http://buildings.trimble.com/
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Document Controller Standard capabilities include: 

 2D/3D change management — Design inputs from Tekla, SketchUp, ArchiCAD, Revit, CAD-

Duct, or the IFC and 3D DWG formats are managed in a centralized repository that delivers the 

ability to automatically identify changes and discrepancies between multiple 2D design drawing 

sets and 3D models.   

 Issues tracking — Basic clash detection, tolerance settings and issues resolution/coordination 

enable teams to identify constructability issues in the planning stage, before they occur in the 

field. Persistent markup capability ensures that issues are effectively communicated and tracked 

throughout the design-build-operate (DBO) lifecycle.   

 Integrated reporting capabilities — Flexible and customizable reporting capabilities enable 

export to PDF, XLS and HTML formats to improve communication and collaboration with non-

BIM users in the field. 

 2D/3D hybrid mode — The ability to map 2D documents to coordinated 3D models in a hybrid 

environment allows easy comparison of the documents as a final accuracy check before 

prefabrication and installation drawings are generated.   

Trimble Document Controller Standard is available now through Trimble's authorized sales and 

distribution network. Additional information can be found at: http://www.vicosoftware.com/document-

controller-standard. Trimble also will host a Webinar at noon ET on Friday, June 27, including a 

demonstration of key features. Registration details are available 

at: https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/437137681.  
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What is Workflow? Workflow is Edgecam  

23 June 2014 

 

The exciting new functionality in Edgecam 2014 R2 begins to show how Edgecam Workflow will be the 

default method for using Edgecam. Automatic conversion of 2D design data to a 3D model, and other 

significant enhancements to Edgecam Worfklow, from user interface to improved automatic machining 

processes, are some of the important aspects in the latest release of Edgecam software enhancing 

Edgecam Workflow to a new level of capability.  

Edgecam 2014 R2 has just been launched, and several items of new and enhanced functionality 

demonstrate why it continues to lead the way in improving productivity and flexibility for 

manufacturers, increasing their profitability.  

General Manager Raf Lobato says: “There are a number of exciting new aspects in Edgecam 2014 R2, 

including 2D to 3D for Part Modeler, the new Edgecam Workflow Solids modeler, comprehenisve 

machining strategies in Edgecam Workflow, and dynamic co-ordinate system creation. In addition, job 

reports are now available on portable devices. They all come for free for Edgecam users who are on a 

Software Maintenance Plan.” 

Amongst the new and enhanced functionality available in Edgecam 2014 R2:  

2D to 3D for Part Modeler: This ensures old 2D legacy design data can be used in Edgecam Workflow 

without the need for total part re-modelling. A 2D drawing can now be converted automatically into a 

http://www.vicosoftware.com/document-controller-standard
http://www.vicosoftware.com/document-controller-standard
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/437137681
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3D model quickly and accurately by simply selecting the views and tracing the part outline. 

Edgecam Workflow Solids (EWS): Offers a fast and simplistic approach to creating simple CAM-

ready 3D solid models, delivering standard modelling functions such as extrude, revolve, and blend, 

supported by parametric sketching. A feature wizard allows for the rapid creation of specific hole types. 

An interactive story board means users can remodel and edit the original design by quickly selecting the 

process to be edited, and re-applying the changes. 

Edgecam Workflow: has been enhanced in all areas, with the inclusion of EWS, customisable ribbon 

bars laid out in a logical process order, and improved machining strategies to enable toolpaths to be 

generated quickly and efficiently while considering the component stock, fixtures and material. 

Dynamic co-ordinate system creation:  The new software includes an interactive way of creating 

construction planes (CPLs), by simply dragging the CPL marker from the bottom left of the screen onto 

a face, vertices or edge, and the CPL marker automatically snaps and orientates as required. Dragging 

the marker over the model instantly offers options of alignment and location, making it easy to find the 

preferred origin. 

Job reports on portable devices: View job reports on standard portable devices via internet browsers. 

Reports can be searched, viewed and printed anywhere, at any time. 

Adveon integration: Edgecam 2014 R2 will be the first CAD/CAM platform to integrate Sandvik’s 

Adveon Tool Library. Adveon is a single tool library, managing tools from a number of manufacturers, 

and guarantees accurate geometrical information. While the engineer’s input is reduced, users can 

rapidly build tooling databases, and have access to 3D CAD models for accurate simulation and 

visualisation. 

Direct import of tooling information from Mazak machines:  An interface loads the .DAD file from 

Mazatrol controls and stores the .DAD tooling data instantly in Edgecam’s Toolstore. Ensuring that the 

tool selection in Edgecam reflects the tools available on the specific machine, means only tools on the 

machine can be selected, eliminating machine setup downtime.  

Raf Lobato says: “With so much game-changing technology in each new release, it’s no wonder many 

machine manufacturers are choosing to partner with Edgecam to provide a full solution for their 

customers’ machining needs, which includes the right software as well as the machine. Edgecam is 

providing the CAM part of that solution.” 

Highlighting this trend, a number of machine tool manufacturers and agents used Edgecam  to program 

live cutting demonstrations at the recent MACH exhibition. Mazak, Matsuura, Hurco, Engineering 

Technology Group, ROMI and YMT Technologies all chose Edgecam to demonstrate the full 

capabilities of their machines. 

Part of the Vero Software Group, Edgecam is a leading CAM solution providing its customers with 

productivity, reliability and flexibility. Improving these attributes in any company will help increase 

profitability. Vero has direct offices in the UK, Germany, Italy, France, Japan, USA, Brazil, 

Netherlands, China, South Korea, Spain and India supplying products to more than 45 countries through 

its wholly owned subsidiaries and reseller network. 
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ZWCAD Touch for Android Update Utilizes the Full Power of Android 

25 June 2014 
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ZWCAD Design has today launched an exciting new update to ZWCAD Touch for Android. Version 

1.3.0 introduces innovative new features, such as a home-screen widget and improved one-hand 

operation, which bring added efficiency and simplicity to the design process. 

Access Your Favorite Drawings Quicker 

ZWCAD Touch for Android now includes the ability for designers to place their most used drawings on 

the home screen of their mobile device. This 'Widget' allows a designer to quickly access the designs 

that they are currently working on, thereby removing the need to search through various files having 

already opened ZWCAD Touch on Android. This can save vital time when opening drawings on site or 

in front of clients. 

More Efficient App Navigation 

The update to ZWCAD Touch for Android introduces the physical buttons of the user's mobile device to 

the app. The phone's physical buttons now offer a simple and quick way to access the menu, as well as a 

way to cancel your current operation or selection. This addition brings improved efficiency to the 

designer, giving them greater control over their drawing and their whole design process. 

Zoom With Greater Efficiency 

ZWCAD Touch for Android now allows designers to zoom in and out of their drawings using the 

volume buttons on the side of their device. Besides that, designers can also double tap the drawing area 

to zoom in. This gives the user greater control when using the device with one hand, removing the 

necessity to have another hand free to accurately view various parts of the design. 

Along with these exciting new features come added bug fixes that improve the overall design experience 

within ZWCAD Touch. With this latest update, designers can work more efficiently and simply, making 

it even easier to design anywhere. Download it from the Google Play Store or click here for more 

details. 
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