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CIMdata News 

CIMdata Publishes “Global Product Development” 

26 August 2014 

 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic management consulting and research firm announces a 

new white paper examining the key capabilities necessary for global product development and PTC 

Global Product Development solution’s matching features. 

Geographically distributed engineering, design, and manufacturing teams position a company to satisfy 

product demand across international markets. The strategic advantages of global product development 

(GPD) are many, but often there are no recommendations for the specific processes, tools, and 

functional capabilities necessary to accomplish effective GPD. Seven key areas have been identified as 

essential to achieve competency. This paper takes a deeper look at and highlights both the tactical 

capabilities of each area as they benefit GPD and the PTC Global Product Development solution’s 

matching features. 

“Global Product Development” is available to be freely downloaded from CIMdata’s Publications web 

page. 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize 

an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered 

world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods on PLM solutions. These solutions 

incorporate both business processes and a wide-ranging set of PLM-enabling technologies. 

CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and providers of technologies and services seeking 

competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, 

http://www.cimdata.com/publications/reports_complimentary/white_papers.html
http://www.cimdata.com/publications/reports_complimentary/white_papers.html


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 3 

provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The 

company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences 

worldwide. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia 

Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website at www.CIMdata.com, follow us on 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews, or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann 

Arbor, MI 48108, USA, Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV 

Weert, The Netherlands, Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 
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CIMdata’s President, Peter Bilello, to Close PLM Road Map™ 2014 

28 August 2014 

 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic management consulting and research firm announces 

that its President, Peter Bilello, will close PLM Road Map™ 2014 with a thought leadership 

presentation on the rapidly evolving trend of PLM “platformization.” 

Bilello sees the “platformization” of PLM as the culmination of three irresistible trends: the evolution of 

personal productivity tools, the migration of discrete end-to-end lifecycle-management capabilities to 

the extended enterprise level, and greater cross-functional and extended enterprise collaboration. In his 

presentation Bilello will explain how PLM platforms of the future will be the foundation upon which 

functional capabilities, data, and processes are enabled and executed—everything users need, when they 

need it, all in one place. The near-term goal is to enable the innovation essential to the creation of 

physical and digital products, systems, and services. In addition to discussing this rapidly evolving trend 

the presentation will also provide a look into the future of PLM enablement. 

 Bilello has more than 25 years of experience in the development of business-enabling IT solutions for 

research, engineering, and manufacturing organizations worldwide. He has participated in PLM 

analysis, selection, implementation, and training; CAD/CAM/CAE/CIM implementation and 

management; synchronous and lean manufacturing consulting; software engineering; and general data 

management strategy development and support. He has authored numerous papers and research reports 

on PLM and related topics, and his articles, commentaries, and perspectives have appeared in 

publications throughout the Americas, Europe, and Asia. 

PLM Road Map 2014 is the must-attend event for industry executives and PLM practitioners globally—

providing independent education and a collaborative networking environment where ideas, trends, 

experiences, and relationships critical to the industry germinate and take root. It is a strategic conference 

focused on how companies are successfully employing PLM strategies and enabling solutions to meet 

challenging product development, manufacturing, and deployment issues. This year’s event will focus 

on PLM-enabled continuous product development and delivery for the automotive and transportation 

Industry and supply chain. 

For more information visit http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/plm-conferences/plm-road-map-2014 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize 

an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered 

http://www.cimdata.com/
http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/plm-conferences/plm-road-map-2014
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world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods on PLM solutions. These solutions 

incorporate both business processes and a wide-ranging set of PLM-enabling technologies. 

CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and providers of technologies and services seeking 

competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, 

provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The 

company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences 

worldwide. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia-

Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website, www.CIMdata.com; follow us on 

Twitter at http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews ; or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, 

Ann Arbor, MI 48108, USA; Tel: +1 734.668.9922; Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 

CV Weert, The Netherlands, Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 
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Innovation Management: Improving Returns on Innovation Investments: a CIMdata Commentary  

27 August 2014 

 

Key takeaways: 

 Innovation is a top priority and primary growth driver as cited by many executives, but research 

from both Pricewaterhouse Coopers and IBM reflect that fewer than 20% of CEOs believe their 

investments are paying off  

 The biggest challenge is not coming up with enough ideas; it is sifting through the deluge of 

competing ideas to identify and focus on the best in which to invest 

 Product innovation is too critical a business process to be left to spreadsheets, documents, or 

PowerPoints, disconnected from the rest of the product value chain.  

 Oracle’s Innovation Management solution supports innovation by bridging the gap between 

selecting innovative ideas and transitioning the best ideas into profitable products to gain more 

satisfied customers 

Product Innovation 

Consistent product innovation has long been the “Holy Grail” of product development. As you would 

expect, product innovation is often cited as a top priority by most executives today. However, recent 

studies from Pricewaterhouse Coopers
1
 and IBM

2
 have shown that fewer than 20% of CEOs believe 

their investments in innovation are paying off. Managing innovation and making the best investments is 

more difficult because the product development cycle gets squeezed as time, people, and money are 

increasingly constrained. Global competition, government regulations, shorter lead times, and declining 

profit margins all have a significant impact on the ability of a business to quickly bring to market high 

quality innovative products that delight the customer.  

The research referenced above also highlights the fact that innovation in products and services is 

                                                 
1
 PwC. 17

th
 Annual Global CEO Survey 2014, p.10. http://www.pwc.com/gx/en/ceo-survey/index.jhtml 

2
 IBM. CMO Survey 2014, p. 27. http://www-01.ibm.com/common/ssi/cgi-

bin/ssialias?subtype=XB&infotype=PM&appname=GBSE_GB_TI_USEN&htmlfid=GBE03419USEN&attachment=GBE03

419USEN.PDF 

http://www.cimdata.com/
http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews
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perceived to be the primary growth opportunity over the next several years. New technology such as the 

cloud, mobile customer engagement, enhanced data analytics, and social tools will impact the potential 

to quickly and proactively identify new innovative product offerings. The challenge is to combine these 

technological opportunities into a solid framework that supports innovation processes from a 360-degree 

view, to determine the best investments, to deliver the product, to develop the market, and to support 

company strategy. 

The biggest challenge today is not necessarily coming up with enough ideas, which along with opinions 

can be gathered from multiple sources. The real trick is to sift through the deluge of competing ideas to 

focus on only the very best. Once good ideas are selected to pursue, how can they be translated into 

stellar products that customers will want to purchase repeatedly? How can the most profitable ideas be 

identified early, and developed into great products quickly? Successfully making these determinations 

will allow a company to develop products with increased revenue, greater profitability, improved 

customer satisfaction, and greater returns on innovation investments. 

State of the Market 

There are many solutions available in the market that attempt to support various aspects of customer 

input. Many of these tools support the Voice of the Customer (VOC) by aggregating surveys and trolling 

social sites to determine how products and services are perceived in the marketplace. Examples of this 

type of social ideation software include Cognition Cockpit, MindJet Spigit, and Hype. 

Additionally, some stand-alone solutions like IBM Rational Doors, Accept 360, and TraceCloud, and 

product lifecycle management (PLM) solution providers, offer requirements management capabilities 

that also help to support collecting customer requirements. 

The challenge with products that support VOC is the lack of linkages to the traditional downstream 

activities, such as product design, development, and commercialization. Once product design begins in 

earnest there are limited ways to proactively measure, monitor, and ensure the new product meets all 

requirements, and even fewer ways to monitor this during the production and commercialization phases. 

The result is often a product that fails to meet critical customer requirements and market expectations. 

There are also multiple solutions that support gathering information from products that are already being 

serviced in the field. These tools provide warranty information, customer-experience survey feedback, 

and other information that provides a view of the current product. However, these tools are often 

relegated to service silos and may not have a direct impact on future products. Ideas for innovative new 

designs or for a new product line may be gleaned from this data, but the information is usually not easy 

to interpret or link to the product development process. 

Focus On Oracle 

Today there is a new solution integrated with Oracle’s Agile Product Lifecycle Management solution 

that bridges the gap between innovative product selection processes and product execution to deliver a 

higher rate of innovative products: Oracle Fusion Innovation Management. This solution allows you to 

collect and evaluate ideas, and then build and analyze core business cases, to determine if the ideas map 

into and contribute sufficiently to the company’s strategy. It helps you understand where to place limited 

company resources to achieve business goals and maximize delivered value, while operating within 

business constraints of time, resources, and money. 

A recent Oracle podcast
3
 explained how, in Oracle’s view, this new solution helps organizations 

                                                 
3
 http://streaming.oracle.com/ebn/podcasts/media/20174740_PLM_PROD_03_2014_Convert-Your-Ideas-to-Winning-

Products.mp3 
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increase revenue growth from new products. It also explained how they achieve a competitive 

advantage, by introducing a systematic approach to capturing, selecting, and investing in the right ideas 

and product concepts. 

This solution has been in development for over three years and included customer and industry 

validation. CIMdata expects this solution to gain strong traction across many industries struggling with 

consistently delivering winning innovation, including high tech, industrial equipment, life sciences, 

telecom, and CPG, among others.  

Since this solution is integrated with the Oracle Agile PLM solution, all decisions can be directly linked 

to downstream product development activities. For example, Agile PLM quality-problem reports can be 

linked to Innovation ideation as an input to the new or iterative product requirements processes; items 

and Bills of Material can be reused within Innovation Management’s Concept Design capabilities to 

increase efficiency and communication; and business case proposals can be linked to Agile’s product 

execution capabilities to monitor if the business case financial justification is holding true to the actual 

project cost, schedule, and resource utilization.  

Design teams see the full linkage from ideas to requirements, to product concepts, and to products—all 

of which appear as a visualization of end-to-end inputs. All stakeholders can monitor the progress of 

ideation to commercialization by using out-of-the-box analytics that provide both the latest status and 

highlighted issues. 

Mr. Jon Chorley, Vice President of Supply Chain Management Product Strategy at Oracle, commented 

that: “Product innovation is too critical a business process to be left to spreadsheets and PowerPoints and 

to remain disconnected from the rest of the product value chain. By providing a highly usable but 

systematic approach to managing product innovation, Oracle Innovation Management can accelerate the 

transformation of the best ideas into profitable products, and deliver against your corporate product 

innovation strategy.”  

Oracle Innovation Management enables bottom-up innovation so all stakeholders may participate in the 

product ideation and definition processes. Top-down financial impact analysis, and strategic alignment 

for key portfolio owners before, during, and after investment decisions, support executive decision 

making. 

Oracle Innovation Management allows organizations to define and manage multiple product 

development projects within the context of the overall product portfolio. Since it is integrated with 

Oracle’s Agile PLM solution, moving concepts into detailed design is a faster and potentially more 

efficient process. Release to manufacturing is also supported with visibility into project status. 

Oracle Innovation Management allows selection of the winning portfolio investment against a 

combination of key factors: availability of resources, budget, return on investment, fit within product 

and company strategy, meeting stated requirements, and meeting supply chain risk objectives, among 

others. As more customers start using this new solution, Oracle will be able to gauge the impact on 

innovative product development. 

Conclusion 

Increasing innovation is a top priority among CEOs today. Most recognize the importance of managing 

the requirements-gathering phase of product design to support innovation. It is also clear that gathering 

requirements and tracking them throughout the product design process can have a positive impact on 

product innovation. How to do this remains an elusive goal for many companies. 

The Oracle Innovation Management solution supports innovation by bridging the gap between 
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innovative ideas and execution. In CIMdata’s view, this type of solution may lead to more innovative 

products with greater profitability and more happy customers. Who doesn’t want that? 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, an independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize an 

enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM). CIMdata provides world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-

practice methods on PLM. CIMdata also offers research, subscription services, publications, and 

education through international conferences. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website 

at http://www.CIMdata.com or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108, 

USA. Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV Weert, The 

Netherlands. Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666  
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Acquisitions 

3D Systems Completes Acquisition of Simbionix 

28 August 2014 

 

3D Systems announced that it completed the acquisition of Simbionix, a global leader in 3D virtual 

reality surgical simulation and training for $120 million in cash. The combination of Simbionix’s 

leading 3D surgical simulation and training tools with 3DS’ clinical capabilities in planning and 

instrumenting for complex personalized surgical procedures, 3D printed implants and patient-specific 

medical devices, accelerates the creation of a personalized healthcare platform that extends from the 

training room to the operating room. The company expects the acquisition to be immediately accretive 

to its cash generation and to its non-GAAP earnings per share. 

“The acquisition of Simbionix extends our first mover advantage in the fast growing field of 3D printing 

enabled personalized medicine,” said Avi Reichental, President and CEO, 3DS. “Simbionix brings 

powerful technology, products, channels and domain expertise that complement our healthcare offerings 

and enhance our seamless digital thread for patient-specific healthcare. From the training room to the 

operating room, we are developing the digital thread for personalized medicine.” 

Headquartered in Cleveland, Ohio with a research and development center in Israel, Simbionix has 

pioneered patient-specific simulation with FDA-cleared solutions that are changing how doctors prepare 

for individual surgeries. The company’s products include 16 simulation platforms with 60+ 

interventional procedures across 8 specialties, and can be found in simulation centers, hospitals, colleges 

and other educational facilities in over 60 countries. 

Simbionix will operate under the continued leadership of Gary Zamler, CEO of Simbionix, who will 

become Vice President and General Manager, Simbionix Products for 3DS and immediately pursue 

synergistic integration opportunities leveraging the combined resources and expertise to advance 3DS’ 

healthcare portfolio further and faster. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Company News 

3D Systems Reseller TAVCO Launches 3D Printing Education Partnership at National American 

University 

28 August 2014 

 

A new partnership to provide education in 3D printing technology and additive manufacturing has 

recently launched in Austin to position the State of Texas as a global leader in the 3D printing and 

additive manufacturing industry. The kick-off event to celebrate the partnership as well as upcoming 3D 

printing courses will be held on Wednesday, September 17, 2014 at the Roueche Graduate Center at 

National American University (NAU). 

Registration is available at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/intro-to-3d-printing-tech-launch-event-tickets-

12557119683. 

This new partnership is led by TAVCO, the 3D Systems Reseller for Central Texas, and 3D Innovation 

Labs, a 3D tech education startup based in Austin. Leaders from both companies as well as NAU will 

interact with 3D technology stakeholders from across Central Texas to discuss and explore ways that 3D 

printing technology can positively impact the Texas economy. 

Attendees will gain an understanding of how the growing 3D printing and additive manufacturing 

industry will impact their businesses, increase STEM education initiatives, foster innovation in the 

region, and attract new talent and a diverse workforce in Texas. 

“Many companies in Central Texas are seriously considering an investment in 3D printing technology to 

accelerate product development, streamline production, and offer new, previously unattainable solutions 

for their customers. However, it is still a new area of technology at this time and many managers are 

asking for educational resources to help them evaluate their decision to invest, and to gain a better 

understanding of how 3D printing technologies will impact their bottom line,” says Kevin Vaughan, 

Sales Manager, TAVCO Services, Inc., the 3D Systems reseller for Austin. “Educational programs that 

teach practical skills that enable decision-makers to confidently invest in these technologies, such as 

those provided by the Certificate Program offered by the Roueche Graduate Center of National 

American University, are exactly what our corporate clients need to gain the knowledge and credentials 

to unleash the potential of 3D in their businesses.” 

The kickoff event includes networking followed by a free preview of the new course for business 

leaders, executives and professionals, “Introduction to 3D Printing Technology”, which provides basic 

knowledge needed for the six-week Certificate Program in Technology and Innovation Management. 

Registration begins October 2014 and the first cohort is scheduled January 2015. 

“Our goal is to create access for entrepreneurs and innovators that want to capitalize on 3D printing and 

additive manufacturing technology to spark new ideas, but also put them in the same room with other 

innovative thinkers,” stated Shane Patience, the Chief Technology Officer at 3D Innovation Labs, 

“Austin has the right mix of startups, enterprises, and public sector leadership that’s needed to push 

Texas forward in the 3D printing and additive manufacturing industries.” 
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Advanced Solutions Named Certified Autodesk PLM 360 Advisor 

28 August 2014 

 

Advanced Solutions, an Autodesk Platinum Partner and Authorized Training Center (ATC), is proud to 

announce that is has been appointed a certified Autodesk PLM 360 Advisor. 

Since being awarded the Autodesk PLM 360 Specialization in June 2012, Advanced Solutions has been 

an authorized distributor, trainer and support provider, specializing in all aspects of Autodesk PLM 360. 

Advanced Solutions achieved this specialized designation through meticulous training and testing of this 

cloud-based solution. 

As a PLM 360 Advisor, Advanced Solutions is now recognized as a trusted partner and certified to 

service and support the Autodesk PLM 360 software platform. Autodesk PLM 360 aims to transform 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) with an affordable, easy-to-use, and simple-to-deploy solution 

that makes the benefits of PLM available to anyone, anytime, anywhere, from implementation, through 

integration -- all with the continued level of support Advanced Solutions customers have come to 

expect. 

"As an Autodesk Platinum Partner, Advanced Solutions delivers exemplary service with impressive 

customer satisfaction," said Brian Roepke, director of PLM at Autodesk. "With the company's new 

Autodesk PLM 360 Advisor designation, Advanced Solutions is sure to play a valuable role in 

accelerating this cloud-based enterprise system, enabling worldwide reach of the PLM 360 solution."  

Advanced Solutions provides Autodesk PLM 360 as a total PLM solution through its newly formed 

subsidiary, Advanced Solutions Product Lifecycle Management, LLC. The company will provide PLM 

solutions for the entire enterprise, including engineering, business process management (BPM), program 

and project management, new product introduction (NPI), and quality and compliance capabilities. For 

companies of any size, Advanced Solutions will help streamline business processes for more efficient 

product development, improved profitability, and higher product quality. 

Advanced Solutions now has the unique opportunity to help businesses that may have never had access 

to product lifecycle management due to the software expense and complexity. Autodesk PLM 360 

allows businesses to quickly implement new business processes with easily customizable configurations 

and without the expensive upfront cost. Being one of the top resellers in the world, allows Advanced 

Solutions to help their extensive customer base improve in areas beyond engineering and design.  

Jason Barnett, PLM Product Manager for Advanced Solutions Product Lifecycle Management, LLC, 

will focus on business development, while providing customers with this unique, cloud-based service-

as-a-solution. Jason has over 17 years of experience in the technology industry and has spent the past 

eight years as a Senior Business Development Manager, specializing in PLM solutions. Jason will be 

showcasing Advanced Solutions Product Lifecycle Management, LLC at the Product Innovation 

Conference, October 22-24, in San Diego, California. 
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Altair Picks Malaysia as Hub in Southeast Asia 

28 August 2014 

 

http://www.advancedsolutions.com/
http://www.autodesk.com/resellers/overview
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Altair Engineering Sdn Bhd has chosen Kuala Lumpur as its new regional headquarters to spearhead its 

expansion plan in Southeast Asia.  The new office in Plaza Sentral will also serve as Altair's training and 

technical support center for the region. 

Altair's Managing Director for the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) region, 

Australia and New Zealand, Srirangam Srirangarajan, explained, "The new office in Kuala Lumpur is 

significant to Altair's future growth in Southeast Asia.  We are confident that this expansion will 

enhance our local presence and help us penetrate new market segments such as electronics and 

aerospace. Malaysia's robust infrastructure, open policy to foreign business, strong talent pool and 

connectivity with other ASEAN markets makes it the ideal location for Altair's regional operation.  In 

addition, Malaysia has the potential to produce innovatively designed products that can compete at an 

international level, and Altair is happy to lend its experience and expertise towards achieving this goal," 

he said. 

Altair Engineering Sdn Bhd is a MSC-status company and number one in computer-aided engineering 

(CAE) in Southeast Asia, providing both software and engineering services.  Altair has served the 

Malaysian market since 2012, providing a rich portfolio of advanced engineering software and on-

demand computing technologies to both private and public sector clients. 

Commenting about the company's expansion plans, Srirangam continued, "According to our market 

research, the CAE market is growing rapidly in Malaysia and throughout Southeast Asia. We are seeing 

CAE technologies moving aggressively into non-traditional domains like consumer products, 

architecture, civil engineering, and construction, to name a few." 

Local businesses are feeling increasing global competitive pressure to deliver reliable products quickly 

while keeping costs low.  CAE solutions bridge the gap by reducing product design and development 

cycle time as well as testing and analysis time. 

"As Malaysia moves towards establishing itself as a high-technology manufacturing hub, companies in 

the aerospace, biotechnology, electronics, and information and communications technology industries 

are turning to CAE software to improve the quality of innovation and maintain cost-efficiency.  CAE 

software enables companies to analyze and test a product for reliability, durability and quality, which 

helps increase their competitive edge," he added. 

Commenting on local growth areas, Srirangam said, "In Malaysia, we see very good prospects in the 

automotive, manufacturing, and oil and gas sectors.  Malaysia also has the capacity to become a major 

player in aerospace and electronics.  Altair is committed to bringing innovation to our clients.  We 

believe that sharing our expertise and technical know-how to help clients develop a design-based 

innovation culture within their organizations delivers increased return on investment and performance," 

he concluded. 

Altair Engineering Sdn Bhd's new ASEAN regional headquarters is located at 3B-10-7, Tower 3B, 

Level 10, Plaza Sentral, Jalan Stesen Sentral 5, KL Sentral, 50470 Kuala Lumpur. 
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CNC Software Partners with Machining Cloud GmbH 

27 August 2014 

 

CNC Software Inc., has partnered with Machining Cloud GmbH to provide Mastercam users direct 
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access to the cutting tool product data available on the cloud. This reduces the frustration and time 

associated with obtaining the tooling information needed for their programming, simulation, and other 

shop floor activities. 

Machining Cloud's mission is to provide the manufacturing community a single source of access to 

complete and up-to-date product data from the leading manufacturers of cutting tools, machine tools, 

and work holding. Through the Machining Cloud tablet and desktop apps, Mastercam users will have 

access to a rich set of software features including cutting-tool selector, configurator, and advisor. Upon 

completion of the Mastercam Machining Cloud Interface, the cutting-tool manufacturers’ descriptive, 

usage and geometric information, and application knowledge will be readily available for users to 

directly apply to their Mastercam system. 

"CNC Software, Inc. is dedicated to providing state-of-the-art software tools for CAD/CAM 

manufacturing markets. Our goal is to provide superior software products based on our users' needs to 

solve simple to complex design and machining problems. Collaborating with Machining Cloud will 

offer our Mastercam users a source to easily obtain the cutting tool data they need for their programming 

and simulation," says Doug Nemeth, Corporate Sales Manager for CNC Software. 

Michael Taesch, Cloud Evangelist for Machining Cloud GmbH says, "This partnership will create 

significant value and time savings for Mastercam customers by providing a solution to facilitate the flow 

of continuously up-to-date product data from the leading cutting tool manufacturers into Mastercam for 

CNC programming and simulation. The cloud-computing technology that has dramatically changed the 

shape of industries such as music, television, news, social networking and many others is now 

materializing in the metalworking market with Machining Cloud." 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

FEA Training Consultants Inc. Announces Reseller Agreement with MakerBot Canada to Distribute 

MakerBot Printers in Canada 

27 August 2014 

 

FEA Training Consultants Inc., a licensed engineering company and authorized SolidWorks value added 

reseller specializing in SolidWorks 3D CAD design, SolidWorks Finite Element Analysis (FEA) and 

SolidWorks Fluid Flow (CFD) Analysis, is pleased to announce its relationship with MakerBot. 

FEA Training Consultants Inc. is now the authorized MakerBot Distributor in Canada, bringing 

MakerBot 3D products including MakerBot Replicator 2X, MakerBot Replicator 2 Desktop 3D Printer, 

MakerBot Digitizer – Desktop 3D Scanner, the recently released MakerBot Replicator Mini -Compact 

3D Printer, MakerBot Replicator (Fifth Generation Model), MakerBot Replicator Z18 Desktop 3D 

Printer to all the Provinces of Canada. 

MakerBot traditionally sold its 3D printers and scanners through its own online MakerBot store based in 

USA. The new relationship with FEA Training Consultants Inc. will enable MakerBot to further 

distribute its products effectively to new markets in Canada. 

Under the new agreement, FEA Training Consultants Inc. will distribute MakerBot 3D printers which 

include, MakerBot Replicator 2X, MakerBot Replicator 2 Desktop 3D Printer, MakerBot Digitizer – 

Desktop 3D Scanner, the recently released MakerBot Replicator Mini-Compact 3D Printer, MakerBot 

Replicator (Fifth Generation Model), MakerBot Replicator Z18 Desktop 3D Printer. 
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Shan Peruma, CEO, FEA Training Consultants Inc. comments, “We are pleased to add MarketBot 

products to our growing portfolio to out cutting-edge print and imaging solutions. Canada represents a 

growing market for MakerBot 3D printing and scanning products. Adopting 3D printing will be a 

natural progression for several industries including engineering, medicine, fine arts and more. We firmly 

believe that MakerBot 3D printers will be the first choice for printing and reprographic companies that 

wish to benefit from this exciting new technology. With our extensive experience in CAD systems, it 

gives us a unique advantage to capitalize on the growing demand for these technologies in the 

engineering, architecture, fine arts and industrial space.” 

The reseller agreement between FEA Training Consultants Inc. and MakerBot 3D printers comes to 

immediate effect. FEA Training Consultants Inc. is stocked and ready to ship MakerBot 3D printers in 

Canada from its warehouse locations located in all provinces in Canada. 
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Javelin Technologies Reports Growing Interest in 3D Design and 3D Printing in Western Canada 

25 August 2014 

 

3D seems to be the tech topic of the year in Canada's western provinces and the nation's own Javelin 

Technologies is leading the charge, partnering with creative engineers in sectors such as agriculture, oil 

and gas, water purification, manufacturing, health care, and education. 

Known across Canada for working alongside designers to help turn their concepts into reality, Javelin 

has gathered its nationwide team this week to learn, network, strategize, and socialize, and to celebrate 

all it has achieved since the purchase of Automated Design Systems (ADS). That move, in April 2013, 

gave Javelin four new locations and an established team in Vancouver, Calgary, Edmonton, and 

Winnipeg. Javelin's head office is just west of Toronto in Oakville, Ontario and it has an eastern Canada 

hub in Dartmouth, Nova Scotia. 

Intensely focused on training and ongoing support, Javelin is a Certified Reseller for SolidWorks® 

computer-aided design (CAD) software and a full range of Stratasys 3D printers that can produce finely 

detailed, true-to-life models, prototypes, and parts for engineers, manufacturers, physicians, and 

dreamers of all kinds. 

John Carlan is managing director of Javelin Technologies. He says people in western Canada are eager 

to learn more about 3D design and 3D printing, why it's so popular, and what it can do for them in their 

own businesses. 

"We've been keeping very busy telling the story of 3D to companies in the west and we're always happy 

to tell it," Carlan says. "Our printers give you the fullest possible idea of how your end product will 

look, feel, and perform. Designers can navigate the software easily and quickly, so they just run with 

their creativity. And prototypes cost less to produce and test, so you get to market faster than ever before 

- faster than your competitors." 

Carlan says Javelin's acquisition of ADS, also a Canadian reseller for SolidWorks software, opened up 

western markets for Javelin and allowed the company to take advantage of the bigger trend toward ever-

increasing adoption of high-tech tools in the west. 

"ADS was a service-oriented company already established in major business centres in western 

Canada," he says. "When we first looked at them from the outside, we saw great talent looking after 

http://www.javelin-tech.com/
http://www.javelin-tech.com/
http://www.javelin-tech.com/solution/solidworks/training/why-training.htm
http://www.javelin-tech.com/main/services/index.html
http://www.javelin-tech.com/3d-printer/
http://www.javelin-tech.com/main/products/
http://www.javelin-tech.com/3d-printer/
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great customers in regions and sectors we were itching to explore. Now that we're all on the inside 

together, we're continually buzzing about the cool work being done and how we can help people do 

more of it." 

In Saskatchewan, Brandt Industries recently invested in a full SolidWorks software solutions platform. 

This major investment in technology includes more than 200 various licenses of SolidWorks products, 

making Javelin the company's preferred CAD software provider. Although most know Brandt for its ties 

to agriculture, they also manufacture equipment for construction, forestry, mining, oil and gas, and road 

and rail. In 2013, Brandt marked a new milestone, with company revenues exceeding $1 billion for the 

first time. 

As economic development efforts in Canada's western cities focus on encouraging diversification and 

innovation in their local business community, Javelin is perfectly positioned to contribute. 

"Because we help inspire creative 3D projects across so many critical sectors of the local economy, I 

think we make a pretty good neighbour," Carlan says. "There are so many opportunities for us to enable 

better productivity and business growth for our customers because we now have solid roots all across 

Canada. The will is definitely there - we just need to show people the way." 
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Lantek Passes the 15,000-Customer Milestone  

27 August 2014 

 

Strengthening its presence in international markets in order to consolidate its world leadership in 

developing and marketing software solutions for the sheet metal industry and the structural steel sector 

is one of the strategic objectives that Lantek a multinational company has set for this year. Within a few 

months, the Basque company has exceeded 15,000 customers and is aiming to increase its total sales 

volume by 20%. 

Its global positioning has been cemented with the finalizing of strategic agreements with top companies 

in the sheet metal sector, such as the agreement reached with Rossetti Equipamentos Rodoviários Ltda, 

which has placed its trust in the Basque company's technology for production strategies at its three 

plants in Brazil. In addition, the multinational has continued to steadily increase its presence by 

introducing its own offices and business networks, and has strengthened its professional teams in major 

markets in over 100 countries.  

Lantek now sets a technology benchmark for the sheet metal industry in Europe, and is particularly 

active in Germany, Italy, Poland and Turkey. In recent years it has also increased its presence in the 

American market, which represents 15% of the multinational's sales. The South Korea and China offices 

are the longest-operating branches in Asia and put this region in second place in terms of Lantek's global 

sales volume. Today, the company's international business alone represents 85% of the Miñano-based 

multinational's turnover. 

"This global positioning is the product of Lantek's effort to go where few do, opening branch offices that 

have their own equipment and, building space in order to support our partners and manufacturers both in 

technical and business tasks. Here at Lantek, we not only provide the technological tools necessary for 

our customers' production processes. We also develop management and improvement programs, which 

http://www.brandt.ca/
http://www.javelin-tech.com/main/products/
http://www.javelin-tech.com/main/products/
http://www.javelin-tech.com/main/company/office_locations.htm
http://www.javelin-tech.com/main/company/office_locations.htm
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are applied to our technology, in order to optimize the performance and efficiency of the software that 

we create”, explains Alberto Martínez, Managing Director of Lantek. 

ThyssenKrupp, Siemens, Tata, Suzuki, Alstom, Airbus, Hyundai, JCB, Iveco, Coperfil, Fiat, Koxka, 

Liebherr and Otis, among other firms, all rely on Lantek products and services in order to automate their 

CNC machines and maximize their production processes.  
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New Phase IV of Material Data Management Consortium Focuses on Impact in Material and 

Product R&D 

26 August 2014 

 

Granta Design announced a fourth phase for the Material Data Management Consortium (MDMC), 

focusing on “Managing data for maximum impact in material and product research and development”. 

The announcement follows August’s MDMC meeting, hosted by United Technologies Corp. subsidiary, 

Pratt & Whitney, in East Hartford, CT. GKN Aerospace has also joined the international group of 

engineering enterprises involved in Phase IV. 

The MDMC is a collaborative project founded in 2002 following an initiative from ASM International, 

NASA, and Granta Design. Its mission is to develop and apply materials information technology that 

maximizes the value of materials engineering. The project has guided Granta Design in developing 

GRANTA MI™, the system that enables engineering enterprises to capture, manage, and control their 

corporate materials information, and to integrate this information, securely and traceably, with 

simulation and product engineering. Such technology has been shown to yield multi-million dollar 

returns including: improved productivity in materials engineering, avoidance of data loss and 

duplication of tests, reduction of risk in the engineering and design process, time-savings in design and 

development, plus improved compliance with regulations. 

The most recent phase (2009-2013) of the MDMC created new tools to deploy materials data for use in 

design and simulation, and new capabilities to manage information relating to composites and advanced 

materials. The new Phase IV will focus on further improvements in the efficiency of materials data 

management and on helping members to apply this data for greater impact on their wider engineering 

activities. Priorities include: 

 Continued optimization of usability for members’ workflows 

 Further improvements to best practice approaches and technology for composites 

 Extending support of areas such as corrosion, tribology, wear, joining, and additive 

manufacturing (“3D printing”) 

 Creating and deploying data for virtual product development; members report increasing interest 

in this topic due to the volume of materials data now generated and consumed by FEA/CAD 

 Support for integrated computational materials engineering (ICME) 

Phase IV is still open to new members. The benefits of joining include the use of an evolving and 

maintained materials information management system, designed to meet members’ needs, at a fraction 

of the cost required to develop a similar system through an in-house project. 

“Phase IV will continue the MDMC’s exceptional work in identifying best practices and helping each 

http://www.grantadesign.com/mdmc/
http://www.grantadesign.com/products/mi/
http://www.grantadesign.com/papers/whitepaper.htm
http://www.grantadesign.com/papers/whitepaper.htm
http://www.grantadesign.com/news/news/2014/JEC.shtml
http://www.mdmc.net/pages/contact.htm
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member to build a comprehensive, fully traceable, record of their organization’s materials related data, 

both experimental and simulation, at all pertinent levels of scale,” commented Dr. Steven M. Arnold, 

Multiscale and Multiphysics Modeling Technical Lead within the Structures and Materials Division at 

NASA Glenn Research Center, and chairman of the MDMC. “This will help them, for example, to 

obtain accurate predictions of the performance of materials in every location of a component based on a 

complete material and modeling pedigree.” 
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Tacton Systems Shows a Positive Growth of International Sales and Wins the Hermes Export Prize 

2014 

28 August 2014 

 

Tacton Systems today receives the Hermes Export Prize for contributing to develop and strengthen 

Swedish export. The price will be delivered by H.M. Crown Princess Victoria Bernadotte. 

Since 1981, the Hermes Export Price has been distributed to Swedish companies who have presented 

a growing export performance. The criteria is to export products and services made in Sweden, to a 

variety of international markets and also demonstrate a positive economic development. 

“We’re of course very humble and proud to be receiving this award. This award recognizes our export 

strategy which has been a key component for our success and continuous export growth”, says Christer 

Wallberg, CEO of Tacton Systems. 

Tacton is a global leader in advanced sales and product configuration through guided selling and 

configure price quote (CPQ). With patented technologies, Tacton Systems strives to design, configure 

and sell complex products online – for clients all over the world. 

“For a company like us, with a clear focus on complex configuration and guided selling solutions, we 

can’t afford to just look at our local market. We strive to look everywhere where our products are 

needed”, says Christer Wallberg. 

Besides the honor, the prize consists of a bronze statuette by the renowned Swedish artist Thomas 

Qvarsebo. 
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University of Toronto Aerospace Team Receives In-kind Software Grant from Siemens PLM Software 

and Maya Heat Transfer Technologies Ltd 

27 August 2014 

 

UTAT today announced it received an in-kind software grant from Siemens PLM Software and Maya 

Heat Transfer Technologies Ltd, with a commercial value of $10.1 Million. 

The in-kind grant gives students access to the same technology that companies around the world depend 

on every day to develop innovative products in a wide variety of industries including automotive, 

aerospace, machinery, shipbuilding, high-tech electronics and many more. 
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Graduates with this type of software training are highly-recruited candidates for advanced technology 

jobs. 

The in-kind grant was provided by Maya Heat Transfer Technologies Ltd and Siemens PLM Software's 

academic program that delivers PLM software for schools at every academic level. 

Siemens PLM Software is a leading global provider of product lifecycle management (PLM) software 

and services. Maya Heat Transfer Technologies Ltd is a leading developer of simulation CAE and 

DCIM software. 

The in-kind grant for UTAT includes Siemens PLM Software's NXTM software, a leading integrated 

solution for computer-aided design, manufacturing and engineering (CAD/CAM/CAE), and Maya Heat 

Transfer Technologies Ltd's Simulation Software. 
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Events News 

3D Systems to Highlight Latest Breakthroughs in Advanced Manufacturing at IMTS 2014 

28 August 2014 

 

3D Systems announced today that it will be showcasing its most advanced 3D printing design-to-

manufacturing solutions at the International Manufacturing Technology Show (IMTS) 2014, September 

8-13 at McCormick Place in Chicago, IL (Booth N-6073). At this event, the company plans to 

demonstrate how its technology is localizing flexible manufacturing, and compressing re-tooling and 

production cycles. 

“In a fiercely competitive world, it is vitally important for manufacturers in every industry to incorporate 

the most advanced production tools available today,” said Avi Reichental, President and CEO of 3DS. 

“Our 3D design and manufacturing products and services enable manufacturers to become nimbler and 

transform their businesses by shortening their time to value.” 

Reichental will speak on Monday September 8
th

, at 1:15 pm CT in room W-192B. He will discuss how 

manufacturers from industries including automotive, aerospace and healthcare are innovating by using 

3DS’ solutions, and present specific customer case studies demonstrating the advantages of 3D printing. 

He will also provide his outlook on the future evolution of this disruptive manufacturing technology. 

For decades, manufacturers have relied on 3DS’ solutions to generate concept models and prototypes 

and to create same-day patterns and molds for tooling. Reichental will also discuss the rapidly 

expanding opportunities for tool-less printing of end-use production parts, and how businesses across 

industries are using 3DS’ DMP, SLS
®
, SLA

®
 and MJP printers to produce complex, precision parts in a 

wide range of materials. 

During the IMTS 2014 event, 3DS plans to demonstrate its powerful 3D design-to-manufacturing 

products that are specifically designed for the factory floor and the engineer’s desktop. Showcasing key 

components of 3DPRINTING 2.0, 3DS’ IMTS lineup will include demonstrations of its latest 3D 

printers, 3D engineering and design software, and samples from its diverse materials capabilities 

including direct metal, full-color plastic, multi-material and production grade Selective Laser Sintering 

and Stereolithography. The following will be on display: 

http://3dsystems.com/
http://www.imts.com/
http://www.imts.com/
http://www.imts.com/education/detail.cfm?sid=9
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Industrial-grade direct metal printing – 3DS will showcase its advanced industrial-grade metal 

printing, featuring the ProX
TM

 200 Direct Metal Printer(DMP). The latest evolution in metal printing, 

the ProX series of direct metal printers is specifically designed for the most demanding manufacturing 

floor conditions, delivering high-density, precise 3D-printed parts in a wide range of metals including 

steel, titanium alloys and aluminum. 

Simultaneous, multi-materials composite printing – The ProJet
®
 5500X simultaneously prints and 

fuses together flexible and rigid material composites layer by layer in a variety of colors and shades, 

including opaque, clear, black or white and numerous shades of gray. 

High speed, high capacity printing for durable plastic parts– IMTS visitors will have the opportunity 

to see 3DS’ ProJet 3500 HDMax on display, along with the company’s corresponding VisiJet
®
 line of 

plastic materials. The ProJet 3500 HDMax’s large build envelope and high speed printing mode give 

users the ability to produce high definition, performance-grade functional plastic parts in record time, 

and is redefining how professionals and manufacturers prototype, model, test, create molds and produce 

end-use parts. 

3D printing for the Engineer’s Desktop – 3DS will showcase its new CubePro™ series of 3D printers, 

featuring the largest print volume in its class and multi-material capability. With three models for single, 

double or triple print heads for up to three colors, this sub-$5,000, professional-quality, desktop 3D 

printer series offers a controlled environment print chamber to ensure hi-fidelity, true-to-design, quality 

results. The CubePro is available for order on Cubify.com and through affiliated retailers, resellers and 

distributors. 

Integrated scan-to-design and inspection tools and print drivers – The company is showcasing its 

end-to-end digital thread, which enables users to reverse engineer objects, recreate and improve upon 

existing objects in a design environment, and physically reproduce objects on demand. The company 

will demonstrate this process at IMTS with its Geomagic
®
 Capture™ 3D scanner, the industry’s first 

integrated scan-based design and inspection solution, along with its suite of Geomagic software 

solutions and its new release of Geomagic Verify™ software for first-article part inspection.   
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Altium Presents new Design Solutions at SINDEX in Switzerland 

28 August 2014 

 

Altium Limited will present the latest technology developments in Hall 1.2, Stand D01 at Switzerland’s 

largest technology trade show SINDEX, which takes place from 2nd to 4th September 2014. This is the 

second time that Altium is exhibiting at SINDEX in Bern, which was launched in 2012 with great 

success. 

Altium Designer – Innovation in 3D PCB Design  

Altium Designer links all aspects of electronics design, including schematic capture, creation of 

component libraries, 3D PCB layout, simulation, to name a few and combines them in a single design 

environment. The new version of Altium Designer 14.3 supports Embedded Components and the design 

of flexible and rigid-flex PCBs, including 3D STEP Export in folded condition. There are many more 

new features as well as an updated Importer for Mentor Graphics PADS, xDX Designer and CadSoft 

EAGLE. 

http://www.3dsystems.com/3d-printers/production/prox-200
http://www.3dsystems.com/projet5500x
http://www.3dsystems.com/projet3500max
http://www.3dsystems.com/3d-printers/personal/cubepro
http://geomagic.com/en/products/capture/overview
http://geomagic.com/en/products-landing-pages/geomagicverify
http://www.prweb.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5hbHRpdW0uY29tLw==
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Altium Vault – Managing ECAD Design Data and Collaboration  

In addition to Altium Designer, Altium is introducing the new Altium Vault product family, an ideal 

platform for real-time collaboration and the management of design data. Altium Vault manages the 

different design versions and releases, guarantees the reuse of design elements and the management of 

component libraries. This enables design teams to collaborate effectively and to avoid costly mistakes. 

Altium is offering its clients and prospects free entry tickets to SINDEX at 

http://www.sindex.ch/voucher. Interested parties can register with voucher code 568w8a556y2 for a free 

day pass. 
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CGTech to Show New Software Features for Drilling & Fastening Machinery 

28 August 2014 

 

At the SAE 2014 Aerospace Manufacturing and Automated Fastening (AMAF) Conference & 

Exhibition, September 23-25, 2014 in Salt Lake City, CGTech will be demonstrating the process of 

programming and simulating automated drilling and fastening machinery.  

Visitors to CGTech’s booth, #204, will have the opportunity to receive an overview of the steps needed 

to drive an automated drilling and/or fastening machine. There will be information on projects that 

highlight the implementation and use of machine independent off-line NC programming and simulation 

software for these machines. Current customer projects to be highlighted include extensive use of robots. 

“The cost of drilling or fastening mistakes in expensive airframe assemblies is very high,” said CGTech 

Product Marketing Manager Bill Hasenjaeger. “Without reliable simulation software, extensive time is 

spent avoiding problems.” On Wednesday, September 24, Hasenjaeger will be presenting in room 251B 

at 10:00 a.m.: “Case Study: Simulating Automatic Drilling and Fastening Machines to Avoid Errors.” 

VERICUT Drilling & Fastening (VDAF) is a software application for simulating and programming 

auto-drilling & fastening machines. It is independent of both the machine and CAD system. 

VDAF simulation is used to visualize and simulate CNC drilling and fastening machines from NC 

program code. Simulation is independent from programming, and VDAF can simulate NC programs 

from any programming system for any CNC-automated drilling and fastening machine.  

The VDAF programming add-on option provides the ability to create NC programs for CNC auto-

drilling and fastening machines. Fasteners are displayed in a tree dialog that groups fastener types under 

tree branches and orders them as needed.   

Throughout the show, CGTech will also be demonstrating VERICUT Composite Applications: 

VERICUT Composite Paths for Engineering (VCPe), VERICUT Composite Programming (VCP) & 

VERICUT Composite Simulation (VCS). On Wednesday, September 24, Hasenjaeger will be presenting 

in room 251D at 2:00 p.m.: “How Automated Fiber Placement Path Planning Affects Design.” 

CGTech will also be exhibiting its latest version of VERICUT software. VERICUT is CNC machine 

simulation, verification and optimization software that enables users to eliminate the process of 

manually proving-out NC programs. VERICUT simulates all types of CNC machining, including water 

jet, riveting, robotics, mill/turn and parallel kinematics. VERICUT runs standalone, but can also be 

integrated with leading CAM systems. 

http://www.prweb.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5zaW5kZXguY2gvdm91Y2hlcg==
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Cimatron to Present at the Rodman & Renshaw 16th Annual Global Investment Conference 

26 August 2014 

 

Cimatron Limited announced today that Ilan Erez, it’s CFO and Vice President of Operations will 

present at the Rodman & Renshaw 16th Annual Global Investment Conference on Tuesday, September 

9
th

, 2014 at the New York Palace Hotel in New York, NY. Cimatron's presentation is scheduled to begin 

at 09:10am EDT. 

At the conference, there will be an opportunity for investors to meet Mr. Erez one-on-one. Interested 

investors should contact the conference organizers, or the Cimatron Investor Relations team 

at cimatron@gkir.com. 
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Fisher Unitech Announces Second Annual Design Excellence Forum 

26 August 2014 

 

FISHER/UNITECH will host its second annual Design Excellence Forum – a provocative event 

scheduled in 11 cities throughout the Midwest and Northeast. This year’s Design Excellence Forum will 

offer several presentations showing how to leverage today’s most innovative technologies to achieve 

excellence in design and manufacturing. The Forum promises to cover many stellar topics: 3D 

mechanical CAD enhancements; conceptual design with cloud-based collaboration; unified electronic 

design; improved simulation techniques; advanced 3D printing for product development; data 

management; and the latest for technical communication. This event also features a reveal of the new 

SolidWorks 2015 software. This roadshow will begin on October 1st in Kansas and travel throughout 

the Midwest and East Coast during the month of October. 

The Design Excellence Forum serves as a unique and complimentary resource for SolidWorks users, 

prospective users and upper management alike. This forum offers management the opportunity to stay 

involved and up to speed on the latest and greatest manufacturing and product design technologies in the 

industry. Executives are invited to discover methods of optimizing design for additive manufacturing, 

improving product development efficiency through data management, leveraging electronic design 

automation, and learning how design validation improves product quality. These solutions are sure to 

expedite manufacturing processes and make companies highly competitive. SolidWorks users can 

expect to be exposed to rich content that will enhance productivity and grow their skillset. 

“Our Design Excellence Forum will give end-users and executives alike a viewpoint of how today’s 

most innovative technologies are being used by manufacturers to compete in the global economy,” said 

Charlie Hess, CEO at FISHER/UNITECH. 

The Design Excellence Forum is completely complimentary and all are welcomed to attend. Registration 

is required. For more information on the agenda, locations and dates please visit 

mailto:cimatron@gkir.com


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 20 

http://www.funtech.com/Events/Design-Excellence-Forum. This event is sponsored by HP, Dassault 

Systemes, and Stratasys. 
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OpenText CEO Mark J. Barrenechea to Present at Upcoming Investor Conferences  

28 August 2014 

 

OpenText announced today that Mark J. Barrenechea, President and Chief Executive Officer, will 

present at the following investor conferences in North America, including delivering the keynote 

presentation at the RBC Technology Conference.  

Live audio webcasts for presentations will be available via OpenText's Investor Relations website: 

investors.opentext.com.  

RBC Capital Markets Technology Conference – Lunchtime Keynote Presentation 

Wednesday, September 3, 2014, Lunchtime EDT 

Royal Bank Plaza, 200 Bay Street 

South Tower, 40th Floor 

Toronto, Ontario 

Citi Global Technology Conference – Presentation 

Thursday, September 4, 2014, 10:15AM EDT 

Hilton New York Hotel, 1335 Avenue of the Americas 

New York, New York 

Deutsche Bank Technology Conference – Presentation 

Thursday, September 11, 2014, 10:50 AM PDT 

The Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas  

3708 Las Vegas Boulevard South  

Las Vegas, Nevada 
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Second OpenFOAM User Conference to be held in Berlin Oct 7-9, 2014 

25 August 2014 

 

ESI Group announces the second worldwide conference for users of OpenFOAM; free, open source 

CFD software developed by ESI-OpenCFD, licensed and distributed by the OpenFOAM 

Foundation. OpenFOAM is the most popular open-source Computational Fluid Dynamics (CFD) code, 

widely used in the academic world and in industry. OpenFOAM owes its success to its extensive range 

of features that enable users to address anything from complex fluid flows involving chemical reactions 

with turbulence and heat transfer, to solid dynamics and electromagnetics. 

OpenFOAM addresses a very diverse community, ranging from academic institutions, where it is used 

in teaching a research, to commercial organizations. Today, large companies are implementing the code 

on an industrial scale for applications in automotive, chemical, marine, energy and heavy industry 

http://www.prweb.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5mdW50ZWNoLmNvbS9FdmVudHMvRGVzaWduLUV4Y2VsbGVuY2UtRm9ydW0=
http://globalmessaging1.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7793325&adr_order=276&url=aHR0cDovL2ludmVzdG9ycy5vcGVudGV4dC5jb20v
http://www.esi-group.com/
http://www.openfoam.com/
http://www.openfoam.com/about/
http://www.openfoam.org/
http://www.openfoam.org/
http://www.openfoam.com/
http://www.openfoam.com/
http://www.openfoam.com/
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sectors. 

Given such a large and growing community, it’s no surprise the first OpenFOAM conference, held last 

year in Frankfurt, gathered over 250 participants coming from all around the world. The 2014 

OpenFOAM conference will once again provide the perfect opportunity for the global community 

of OpenFOAM users to hear from industry leaders and to interact with other users, OpenFOAM 

developers, the support and training teams from ESI-OpenCFD and the OpenFOAM Foundation. 

The second OpenFOAM User Conference will take place at the Steigenberger Hotel Am Kanzleramt, in 

Berlin, Germany, on October 7-9, 2014. During the first two days, participants will be able to learn 

about new developments and interesting projects in OpenFOAM, including the new user interface 

provided in the latest release ESI’s Visual-Environment software. Building on the success of last years’ 

workshop, the OpenFOAM Development and Training team will hold a session named “Lessons in 

OpenFOAM” on the third day.     

During the plenary session on the first day, ESI will have the honor of welcoming keynote speaker Dr. 

Sundermeier, Head of the Department for CAE Methods at Volkswagen AG(Germany). A second 

keynote speech will be delivered by Dr. Bizhan Befrui from Delphi Powertrain Systems (Luxembourg), 

who will present a study on the topic of "Progress in Large Eddy Simulation of the Liquid Jet Primary 

Atomization". Dr. Louis Gritzo, vice president, manager of research, at FM Global (USA), one of the 

world’s largest commercial and industrial property insurers, will deliver the third keynote speech. He 

will discuss the use of OpenFOAM for performing risk assessment and loss prevention solutions in areas 

such as natural hazards and industrial fires. 

On the second day, many industrial and academic users will present recent case studies using 

OpenFOAM. These will include AREVA GmbH, Artelia, BASF GmbH, CFD Software Entwicklung- 

und Forschungsgeselleschaft mbH, enGits, Forschungszentrum Jülich, Fraunhofer IWM, the German 

Aerospace Center, Lloyd's Register Consulting - Energy AS, MAHLE Behr GmbH & Co. KG, RWTH 

Aachen, TATA Steel, Volkswagen AG, Vrije Universiteit Brussel, Johannes Kepler University, 

Politecnico di Milano, AeroTex UK and Helmholtz-Zentrum Dresden-Rossendorf. 

An important differentiator of OpenFOAM over other CFD solutions is its price. OpenFOAM is (and 

will remain) free software, which partly explains its rapid and wide adoption. Also, since it is open-

source, OpenFOAM offers users complete freedom to customize and extend its existing functionality to 

fit specific needs. Everything is open for public verification and scrutiny, ensuring constant user 

feedback to OpenFOAM developers so they can deliver highly robust and efficient code. 

In a recent interview for ESI’s magazine ESItalk, Dr. Sundermeier, Volkswagen AG, confirmed the 

growing use of the open-source solution across his company: “Today, in the Volkswagen world, 

OpenFOAM is used as a predesign tool for exterior aerodynamics, and as a design tool for example in 

lab design, or in some cases for interior CFD computation. In the future, I expect OpenFOAM to be the 

tool for the whole exterior aerodynamics design process.” 

To learn more about this event, and to see the complete event agenda, please visit www.esi-

group.com/OpenFOAM2014  
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SME’s 2014 Advanced Manufacturing Expo to Showcase Latest Advancements in 3D Printing 

http://www.esi-group.com/company/events/2014/2nd-openfoam-user-conference-2014
http://www.esi-group.com/company/events/2014/2nd-openfoam-user-conference-2014
http://www.openfoam.com/
http://www.openfoam.com/
http://www.esi-group.com/company/events/2014/2nd-openfoam-user-conference-2014
http://en.steigenberger.com/Berlin/Steigenberger-Hotel-Am-Kanzleramt
http://www.openfoam.com/
http://www.esi-group.com/software-services/virtual-integration-platform/multi-domain-simulation/visual-environment
http://www.openfoam.com/
http://www.volkswagen.com/
http://delphi.com/manufacturers/auto/powertrain/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Large_eddy_simulation
https://www.fmglobal.com/
http://www.openfoam.com/
http://www.openfoam.com/
http://www.esi-group.com/sites/default/files/resource/other/2251/esi-talk_43_lores.pdf
http://www.esi-group.com/OpenFOAM2014
http://www.esi-group.com/OpenFOAM2014
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Technology  

18 August 2014 

 

SME’s Advanced Manufacturing Expo (AMExpo), featuring RAPID Canada Conference & Exposition 

and Medical Manufacturing Innovations, has already confirmed more than 6,000 square feet in exhibitor 

space featuring Canadian companies representing many of the major players in the 3D 

printing/scanning, advanced and medical manufacturing world such as; 3D Systems, Creaform, 

MakerBot, EnvisionTec, ExOne, Mitutoyo, Mitsubishi Laser, Nikon Metrology, Objet, SLM Solutions 

and Stratasys, to name a few. With more than seven weeks left until the event kicks off, the high caliber 

of exhibitors is indicative of the growing popularity in additive manufacturing technologies. 

“The factory of the future will be transformational - 3D printers, automation, advanced materials, 

simulation of machines and processes, even controlling an entire factory from your smart phone,” said 

Debbie Holton, director of events and industry strategy at SME. “The speed of change continues to 

increase and manufacturers need to see these advanced technologies in person and learn from the 

experts.” 

A report by industry consulting firm Wohlers Associates forecasts that by 2017, the sale of 3D printing 

products and services will approach $6 billion worldwide. Some are calling 3D printing technologies the 

Third Industrial Revolution and the future of advanced manufacturing technologies. 

The two-day conference, produced by SME and co-located with the inaugural RAPID Canada and 

Medical Manufacturing Innovations (MMI) at the International Centre, will be held September 23 and 

24. These co-located events cater to a range of industries including: aerospace, automotive, energy, 

materials manufacturing, information technology, medical manufacturing, pharmaceutical and 

biotechnology. A single registration includes access to all three events. 

AMExpo’s Opening Keynote Speaker Jason Lopes, lead systems engineer for Legacy Effects, will 

discuss how 3D printing/scanning have enabled the creation of some of Hollywood’s most amazing 

special effects, including work on the movies “Avatar,” “Iron Man 3,” “The Bourne Legacy,” “Pacific 

Rim” and “The Hunger Games.” 3D printing in Hollywood has transformed the special effects 

department from a post-production component of filmmaking to something that informs the filmmaking 

process. 

Targeted at both industry professionals as well as those looking to enter the 3D printing market, 

AMExpo’s conference sessions offer speakers from COM DEV International, National Research 

Council, Creaform, the University of Waterloo and Renishaw. The sessions will be delivering high-

productivity solutions to enhance manufacturing performance, efficiency and quality. 

Manufacturing professionals can discover hot technologies up close for a tangible one-on-one 

experience with suppliers and contract manufacturers. The entire event will host more than 50 booths 

showcasing the latest products and services in manufacturing. 

The AMExpo show floor will be offering activities, including: 

Innovation Tech Zone featuring Technology Spotlights - This will be an interactive resource center 

that will showcase additive and medical manufacturing technologies and applications. It will be a hands-

on demonstration discovery center on the show floor where industry professionals will serve as guides to 

take you through the process flow. The spotlights will feature specific products that have integrated 

advanced manufacturing, additive manufacturing or medical manufacturing technology. Participants 

include: 
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 SME’s Medical/Additive Resource Center. 

 Technology Spotlights - Legacy Effects presents 3D-printed busts from the movies “Avatar” and 

“Iron Man.” 

 Bioprinter presented by the University of Toronto. 

 Queen’s University Space Team - Lunar Rover project. 

 Makerbot Interactive - An education and demonstration on prosumer printing. Printing of 

popular pop-culture items on the show floor for the audience to take away. 

 Personal Illusions - Demonstration of 3D printed jewelry. 

 Ontario Centre of Excellence “Discovery Zone” - Partners in Manufacturing, the OCE will be 

bringing technologies to demonstrate firsthand how it is benefitting and advancing the 

manufacturing sector in Ontario. 

The 2014 Advanced Manufacturing Expo is being held at the International Centre in Mississauga, 

Ontario. The exhibit floor opens on September 23 at 10:00 a.m. and concludes September 24 at 4:00 

p.m. Exhibitor and general attendance registration is now open. 
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UK Preview of VISI 21 at Interplas  

29 August 2014 

 

Major enhancements in the forthcoming new release of VISI, from Vero Software, will be on display in 

the UK for the first time at the Interplas Exhibition. 

To be fully released at the end of October, VISI 21 includes completely new machining strategies for 2, 

2.5 and 3-axis environments. In addition, a new toolpath simulation manages the ISO output, providing 

users with an enhanced and accurate virtual representation of the part, before committing it to the 

machine. 

On show at stand A6 in Hall 4 at the NEC in Birmingham, from September 30 to October 2, VISI 21 

also introduces new “hybrid” milling strategies which will adapt different types of finishing toolpaths to 

match the component geometric form. 

Updated CAD developments include new technology for managing multiple instances of the same 

geometry. For example, multi insert moulds and dies can now be managed simply with a single 

reference part which will update all subsequent updates of the same geometry if the part is modified. 

The forthcoming release also includes enhanced kinematic simulation tools for previewing the real 

movement of tooling – ideal when validating the tool design and checking for collisions with slides, 

cams and lifters. 

General Manager Richard Youhill says VISI’s integration of CAD and CAM into a single application, 

provides best-in-class technology in one simple to use interface. 

Part of the Vero Software Group, VISI is a leading CAD/CAM solution for the mould and die industries, 

providing productivity, reliability and flexibility. Vero has direct offices in the UK, Italy, France, Japan, 

USA, Brazil, Netherlands, South Korea and China, while supplying products to more than 45 countries 
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through its wholly owned subsidiaries and reseller network. 

Vero Software is now part of Hexagon AB and a division of Hexagon Metrology, a leading global 

provider of design, measurement and visualisation technologies. 
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US Preview of VISI 21 at IMTS  

22 August 2014 

 

Major enhancements in the forthcoming new release of VISI, from Vero Software, will be on display for 

the first time in the US, at North America’s largest manufacturing technology exhibition – IMTS, from 

September 8 to 13. 

To be fully released at the end of October, VISI 21 includes completely new machining strategies for 2, 

2.5 and 3-axis environments. In addition, a new toolpath simulation manages the ISO output, providing 

users with an enhanced and accurate virtual representation of the part, before committing it to the 

machine. The new release also introduces new “hybrid” milling strategies which will adapt different 

types of finishing toolpaths to match the component geometric form. 

Updated CAD developments include new technology for managing multiple instances of the same 

geometry. For example, multi insert molds and dies can now be managed simply with a single reference 

part which will update all subsequent updates of the same geometry if the part is modified. The 

forthcoming release also includes enhanced kinematic simulation tools for previewing the real 

movement of tooling – ideal when validating the tool design and checking for collisions with slides, 

cams and lifters.  

General Manager Richard Youhill says VISI’s integration of CAD and CAM into a single application, 

provides best-in-class technology in one simple to use interface. 

VISI’s American reseller, TST – Tooling Software Technology – will be carrying out demonstrations at 

booth E-3114 at the McCormick Place complex in Chicago.  

Part of the Vero Software Group, VISI is a leading CAD/CAM solution providing productivity, 

reliability and flexibility. Vero has direct offices in the UK, Italy, France, Japan, USA, Brazil, 

Netherlands, South Korea and China, while supplying products to more than 45 countries through its 

wholly owned subsidiaries and reseller network. Vero Software is now part of Hexagon AB and a 

division of Hexagon Metrology, a leading global provider of design, measurement and visualisation 

technologies.  
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Financial News 

BIMobject AB: Half-Year Report - Second Quarter 2014  

28 August 2014 

 

http://network.mynewsdesk.com/wf/click?upn=eOxRCyJjNIbXri1Kcxw3-2BUV0jyPj-2FAf3fYXVvOGvBm4nsUX2UbVApo-2FvK4SIxKSt00dm5nOg0VurK5uBFHjeojtrOJob5I37AylUhaJl8gR-2BntA9N2r4Jg5ZEcYk9nG5gQ8LtOCOF2J3-2FxlMh6aGCtOL2ac8OEg-2BaB1KlKLleEc-3D_mSA1xdTOYdpdDi5UlztdFYg0MNRXf05NB4ByxfobK1uVVfbyw2BjkDrTSbb53ArC1u2zJs5lX5KIMEBOtLqLycX3hz-2BnNra2YFi-2FdKYFHF3J98PJ5spQoxGrh8MMm0yikleq82rIQLVcrIZIEiIHRa8ZPuhBxAuKYrXVb5ptclUjfyb8DVQ3iGKGOf1kNwXCeFk4mjT-2F7KqDmJ0qjteGJEJd6Y7qCTQb3QGoS-2F0pXwM0jdbOncHoXkGZcmiTTadMbOjjEzVc9Ty9Nw8unxUTWvS3ogTyv1T-2F1P2cDuOU5pMgVgB7YK419kTmlhmghcZB0JYUZEl0tmNlbnQ-2F8Uw9-2FU-2Bv-2F6YMMbHyeylk13TK70OmUQ3xljnfI7xbBUr2KC8qKG-2BXuvL-2FDYGcD7Dw6CUpYA-3D-3D
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During the second quarter of 2014, BIMobject has won several key contracts including the global 

agreement with the world's leading manufacturer of bathroom products: Spanish ROCA group. They 

have 32 brands and they offer more than 60,000 products. BIMobject is now the official supplier for 

digitization of their products, and the agreement also covers Publishing, BIManalytics™ Pro and Private 

Clouds. Other key strategic contracts have included ASSA ABLOY Entrance Systems, where they also 

have been chosen as the global supplier for its brands, which include Besam and Crawford. It is 

rewarding to see that their services are appreciated and it is a strong indication that they are on the right 

track. 

Their central cloud service - bimobject.com (the product portal) - continues its rapid growth and in the 

month of August BIMobject reached a milestone of 50 000 registered users. This is a very strong asset 

which they can use to demonstrate to manufactuers their ability to market their products worldwide.  

During the second quarter of 2014, BIMobject has continued the recruitment in England with business 

development staff and generated new business from the offices in Germany and France. In Germany 

they have initiated a partnership with Swiss company IDC. In Finland, they have recruited CAD-Q 

Finland as a new business partner, and for the Italian market, BIMobject has hired Massimo Guerini 

who has an established track record of selling BIM in Italy. 

To view an unabridged version of this press release, visit: 

http://www.mynewsdesk.com/uk/bimobject/pressreleases/bimobject-ab-half-year-report-second-quarter-

2014-1045696  
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Stratasys to Broadcast Annual Analyst Day Presentation 

25 August 2014 

 

Stratasys, Ltd. announced that it will broadcast its 2014 Analyst Day via webcast. The Company plans 

to hold its 2014 Analyst Day on Monday, September 8, 2014 in Brooklyn, NY. 

The event will feature a series of presentations by Stratasys management that cover industry trends, 

applications, strategy, financial performance, and outlook. 

The event will be broadcast live on September 8, 2014 beginning at 8:30 a.m. ET. 

The complete webcast will be made available both live and archived on the Stratasys Web site 

at www.stratasys.com under the "Investors" tab; or directly at the following web 

address: http://www.media-server.com/m/p/c8jazo6r. 
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Implementation Investments 

Implementing PLM Early On Gives Wireless Electricity Company a Boost 

25 August 2014 

 

http://www.mynewsdesk.com/uk/bimobject/pressreleases/bimobject-ab-half-year-report-second-quarter-2014-1045696
http://www.mynewsdesk.com/uk/bimobject/pressreleases/bimobject-ab-half-year-report-second-quarter-2014-1045696
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stratasys.com&esheet=50929900&newsitemid=20140825005150&lan=en-US&anchor=Stratasys%2C+Ltd&index=1&md5=e98b9871f519a8ffc83076554ed78869
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stratasys.com&esheet=50929900&newsitemid=20140825005150&lan=en-US&anchor=www.stratasys.com&index=2&md5=a57e9754832019ceb8eceadd905b962b
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.media-server.com%2Fm%2Fp%2Fc8jazo6r&esheet=50929900&newsitemid=20140825005150&lan=en-US&anchor=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.media-server.com%2Fm%2Fp%2Fc8jazo6r&index=3&md5=87e5f177849825a8b016e341f663ff20
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Imagine a future in which wireless electricity makes everyday products more convenient, reliable, and 

environmentally friendly. WiTricity Corp. is working to make this a reality, developing wireless 

electricity technology that will operate safely and efficiently over distances.  The company was founded 

in 2007 to commercialize an exciting new technology for wireless electricity invented by world 

renowned physicists from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT). With a growing list of 

global clients in industries including consumer electronics, automotive, medical devices and defense, 

WiTricity has emerged as the leader for IP and expertise in highly resonant wireless power transfer.  

WiTricity was a typical start-up company with a small team managing design information in Excel 

spreadsheets. Even with the minimal amount of data they were managing, they were experiencing the 

chaos of manual processes.  Spreadsheet revisions were constantly changing with no formal change 

control process or centralized repository location.  They needed to replace their Excel spreadsheets with 

a more formal and controlled automated system.  

When WiTricity began their search for a solution, they were considering an entry-level parts 

management product primarily because it had a very low price point.  During their research, WiTricity 

learned that the parts management product had limited functionality and would not be adequate to meet 

their long term needs. Some of the team at WiTricity had experience with Product Lifecycle 

Management (PLM) solutions and knew that this type of technology could resolve their need for 

centralized and automated product information management processes. Finding a PLM solution that was 

both affordable and scalable was the challenge. 

Functionality, Scalability and a Start-up Friendly Price Tag 

While searching for products, WiTricty’s local Mentor Graphics software sales and services partner, 

Trilogic, proposed Omnify Empower PLM as a viable solution. Omnify Empower was ideal for a start-

up company like WiTricity. It offered a price that was competitive with the part management system, yet 

also provided the full functionality and scalability they needed to meet their short and long term goals. 

In addition, Omnify Empower integrated with WiTricity’s existing engineering design environment, 

Mentor PADS Logic and their Microsoft Dynamics GP Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) system. 

“As we started to evaluate solutions, we really wanted to find a product that could meet our needs as a 

small technology start-up and delivered the best value,” stated Matt MacDonald, Vice President of 

Engineering for WiTricity. “The Omnify Empower PLM solution was a perfect fit for us because it 

delivered functionality, scalability and a start-up friendly price tag.”   

Implementing PLM Early On Positions WiTricity for Future Success 

Omnify Empower PLM eliminated the need for WiTricity to have to transition from an entry-level 

product to a new, more robust system like Empower in the future. By implementing a PLM solution 

early on, WiTricity was able to adopt controlled processes for managing dynamic product information 

such as Bills of Materials (BOMs), engineering changes and product documentation, which would set 

them up for success as the company grew.  

Today, WiTricity uses Omnify Empower PLM integrated with their electrical and mechanical design 

tools as well as their ERP system. They also have their contractor securely log into Omnify Empower to 

access early product information to build boards in a more efficient manner. “We could not function 

without Empower PLM today as it is an essential tool to make sure our electrical and mechanical design 

teams are in sync and our engineering processes are controlled and efficient,” stated Mr. MacDonald. “It 

truly meets our needs as a growing company. We have grown from just three users to about twenty and 

the product has scaled with us.”  With Omnify Empower in place, WiTricity is positioned to continue to 

effectively design products that are leading the global wireless power industry. 

http://www.witricity.com/
http://www.witricity.com/
http://www.trilgoic.com/
http://www.mentor.com/pcb/pads/overview/
http://www.microsoft.com/en-us/dynamics/erp-gp-overview.aspx
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Packaging Machinery Leader Windmöller & Hölscher Selects Zuken’s E3.series 

28 August 2014 

 

Zuken announces that Windmöller & Hölscher – a prominent global supplier of machinery and systems 

for flexible packaging – is adopting E3.series, Zuken’s electrical and fluid CAD software. E3.series will 

be implemented as part of a strategic initiative to establish an integrated mechatronic product 

development solution comprising mechanical, controls design and software engineering. 

Windmöller & Hölscher develops, manufactures and supports machinery for printing and processing of 

flexible packages. The company has a reputation for its forward-thinking business approach and 

innovation in the global marketplace. The decision to invest into the existing product development 

environment was made as part of an ongoing effort to further increase engineering efficiency and extend 

Windmöller & Hölscher’s technological leadership. 

“We realized that to continue to serve our global markets with leading-edge products, we needed to take 

our mechanical, electrical and software engineering processes to the next level. By integrating domain-

specific development processes into an end-to-end mechatronic engineering environment, we will be 

able to offer our customers cost-efficient and customized solutions that cut their engineering lead time 

and overheads.” - Theodor Determann, Managing Director at Windmöller & Hölscher 

The company selected Zuken’s E3.series because of its state-of-the-art, object-oriented architecture that 

integrates with existing PLM and ERP environments so design changes are directly propagated between 

mechanical and electrical engineering domains. Change and configuration management will be 

supported through E3.EDM, E3.series’ native data and process management environment, as well as 

through a direct integration into Windmöller & Hölscher’s Teamcenter-based PLM environment. 

In addition to an optimized and streamlined information data exchange across mechanical and electrical 

engineering domains, Windmöller & Hölscher is expecting to see significant productivity gains within 

the controls engineering domain by using E3.series. Other important elements are supporting both 2D 

and 3D formats, dynamically-linked project files, multi-user functionality and real-time design rule 

checks. 

“We are delighted to support a global leader like Windmöller & Hölscher in their efforts to lead the way 

in the field of mechatronic product development. With our global experience and state-of-the-art 

technology we look forward to a fruitful partnership.” - Gerhard Lipski, General Manager Zuken Europe 

The solution will be implemented over several phases using Zuken’s certified project management 

methodology to ensure achievement of the project scope in a planned and controlled approach. 
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PENTEX Selects Visual 2000 End-2-End Suite of Fashion Business Solutions  

27 August 2014 

 

Visual 2000 International announces manufacturer Pentex are implementing Visual End-2-End™ suite 

http://www.zuken.com/en/products/electrical-wire-harness-design/e3-series
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of software products. The London-based firm is one of the UK's leading suppliers to the high street. 

Pentex's Finance Director, Paul Reeves, commented "we pride ourselves on working with our customers 

to produce the perfect collection, whilst taking into account margin and delivery deadlines. We 

undertook detailed market evaluation to find the most efficient and modern solution to support us, which 

is Visual 2000. We will now be able to connect all departments for total visibility within a 'one stop 

application', including all overseas manufacturing facilities which is exactly what we wanted. It's 

exciting to combine our business growth with new fashion technology." 

Visual 2000 UK Managing Director Tony Mather confirmed "we are delighted to be working with Paul 

and his management team on this project. Pentex are an established, respected business in a fast moving 

sector and will benefit from Visual's Rapid Deployment Process (RDP). This will enable quick gains 

from Product Lifecycle Management (PLM), Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) and other key fashion 

capabilities from an all-in-one business enterprise solution." 

Visual's new V8 software release centralises all product information and processes into a single system 

which empowers management and teams to increase operational efficiencies and streamline design, 

product development, production, and distribution processes. In addition to comprehensive PLM and 

ERP capabilities, Pentex will benefit from Visual End-2-End financial management, business planning, 

supply chain management, multi-channel sales and order fulfilment, and other concept-to-consumer 

fashion software components.  
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Rolo Bikes Creates the World’s Lightest and Stiffest Road Bike Frame Using HyperWorks® 

28 August 2014 

 

Altair announced today that Rolo Bikes, a European manufacturer of high performance road bikes, has 

used Altair's computer-aided engineering (CAE) HyperWorks® Suite to design, optimize, and develop 

the world's lightest and stiffest road bike. In addition to the use of HyperWorks, Rolo Bikes’ engineers 

were supported by Altair ProductDesign, Altair's engineering services division, in the design, 

optimization, and the virtual testing process of the bike. The objectives of the project were firstly to 

optimize the frame to achieve world leading performance for weight, stiffness and comfort; and 

secondly to develop an efficient virtual testing process to analyze the performance of future bike frames 

both from Rolo and other partner companies. 

Rolo Bikes had already created virtual test jigs to replicate the European Committee for Standardization 

(Comité Européen de Normalisation or CEN) tests as well as the Zedler stiffness tests using 

HyperWorks, and had correlated a baseline frame model to physical tests. The baseline model weighed 

829g but was extremely difficult to manufacture. Initial virtual analysis of the baseline design 

highlighted several areas of concern where the frame was under particularly high stresses. The 

optimization stage of the project wanted to address these high stress areas in a weight efficient way 

while ensuring a manufacturable design. 

To optimize the carbon fiber frame, Altair ProductDesign utilized a three-step approach, during which 

the shape, thickness, direction and location of each layer of composite material was fine-tuned until an 

optimum solution had been reached. Each stage was performed using HyperWorks design optimization 

http://www.altair.com/(S(d0hfjanjnij3gtkhm4zc1ki4))/Default.aspx?AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport=1
http://rolobikes.com/
http://www.altairhyperworks.com/
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solution, OptiStruct®. At the end of this three-step process, HyperWorks was again utilized to analyze 

and validate the optimized frame against the CEN and Zedler tests. The resulting composite layup 

created a component that is manufacturable based upon Rolo’s meticulous hand layup construction 

process employed in its European based manufacturing center, all within cost targets.  

The composite optimization process successfully reduced the weight of the frame from 829g to 792g. 

Additional material tweaks by Rolo’s manufacturing team reduced the weight even further resulting in a 

final weight of just 710g. The design met all performance and safety standards with the stiffness, 

durability and performance being enhanced significantly over the target values. 

"We chose HyperWorks for our project because we think that it offers us the most powerful tools for our 

optimization and development tasks within one suite,” said Adam Wais, CEO, owner and co-founder of 

Rolo Bikes. "In addition, the use of HyperWorks enabled us to develop our own simulation tools for 

virtual testing. When we realized that we could use additional engineering support and manpower in our 

development and optimization process it was a natural choice for us to work with Altair ProductDesign, 

since the company's engineers are very familiar with HyperWorks and have tremendous expertise in 

designing and optimizing composite materials. Working with Altair ProductDesign and using the 

HyperWorks suite has enabled us to develop the highest performance in the world with respect to 

weight, stiffness, and comfort. This project was completed in record time with close to no prototypes." 

"We are delighted that Rolo Bikes chose HyperWorks and Altair ProductDesign to develop their 

exceptional bike," said Håkan Ekman, Managing Director Altair Northern Europe. "Altair boasts a long 

tradition in the development of CAE software and engineering services, especially in the area of 

optimization. To work with Rolo Bikes on such an outstanding project was a great pleasure for our 

engineers and we are looking forward to extending this collaboration on future projects."  

Rolo Bikes will present the bike during the Euro Bike trade show from August 27 - 30 in 

Friedrichshafen, Germany and invites interested parties to an interactive workshop. During the 

workshop, engineers from Rolo Bikes and Altair will jointly present the results of this development 

project. The workshop will take place during the trade show on stand A3-806 on Thursday, August 28 at 

2pm Central European Time.  
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Sinfonia Selects Aras Enterprise PLM to Standardize Product Development and Enhance Portfolio 

Management across Multiple Regulated Industries 

27 August 2014 

 

Aras® today announced that Japan-based Sinfonia Technology Co., Ltd., a leading developer of 

industrial power supply and motion control equipment for multiple critical industries, has selected the 

Aras solution suite for enterprise PLM. The breadth and flexibility of the Aras Innovator® platform will 

help Sinfonia Technology standardize product development, and introduce and manage a wider portfolio 

of products as the company pursues a strategy of global growth in industries that increasingly impose 

new safety regulations on manufacturers, such as semiconductor equipment and transportation. 

“Our semiconductor equipment and transportation customers continuously seek innovative products and 

solutions that drive efficiencies and increase safety. Using Aras, we can free up engineering time and 

deliver more of the new products that have made us the preeminent manufacturer of power supply and 
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motion equipment in the world,” said Yoshikado Kitazawa, Standardization Group Leader, Electrical 

Products and System Works, at Sinfonia Technology. “The Microsoft-friendly technology stack behind 

Aras enables us to make giant leaps forward in new product development cost-efficiently.” 

Sinfonia Technology will combine Aras solutions for end-to-end BOM management, document 

management, NPDI and more. The company will leverage Aras to combine all product-related data and 

documentation for both existing and new products under development. In doing so, they will unify 

multiple disparate systems and institute enterprise-wide processes that enable all PLM users to adhere to 

standard, flexible workflows. In addition, engineers worldwide will benefit from improved 

collaboration, gaining the ability to share data within and across teams securely.  

“Our flexible modeling engine and Web-based system helps companies meet their evolving needs 

quickly and cost-effectively,” said Masahiko Hisatsugu, President of Aras Japan. “With Aras as their 

enterprise PLM, Sinfonia Technology has gained a single enterprise system to safely expand offerings to 

more customers, in more geographies than ever before.” 
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Star Cruises Chooses BlueCielo Project Portal for Document Control, Change Management and 

Collaboration in New Building Projects 

23 August 2014 

 

The BlueCielo solution will streamline document management and control processes; enhance 

Management of Change (MoC) and support global collaboration between internal and external 

stakeholders. 

Star Cruises, the leading cruise line in Asia-Pacific, has selected BlueCielo Project Portal for all its new 

building projects. The BlueCielo cloud solution was chosen due to its powerful document control, 

change management and collaboration functionalities. 

Star Cruises has placed a contract with German shipbuilder Meyer Werft for a new cruise ship. The 

150,000-GT new building will have 1,680 cabins and is scheduled for delivery in fall 2016. This order 

will increase the shipyard's order book from six to seven large cruise ships up to the year 2017. About 

3,100 direct employees of MEYER WERFT as well as about 20,000 employees of supplier companies 

and partners in Europe will participate in this project. 

This extremely large project will be the first to be managed using BlueCielo Project Portal. 

Why Choose BlueCielo Project Portal? 

BlueCielo Project Portal is a 100% web-based, cloud document control solution for complex marine 

industrial projects with very large supplier networks. Documents drive industrial projects and BlueCielo 

Project Portal drives documents. 

BlueCielo Project Portal helps marine companies to execute industrial investment projects in an external 

network of suppliers, contractors, authorities and customers. From standard operational change projects 

to massive capital new building projects, BlueCielo Project Portal contributes to lowering project costs 

and improving data quality. The more complex the installation and the more information and suppliers 

involved, the more relevant the use case is for BlueCielo Project Portal. 

BlueCielo Project Portal is a tested and trusted marine solution with a history and industrial references 

http://www.bluecieloecm.com/bluecielo-project-portal-kronodoc
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of more than 15 years’ successful implementations on premises or in the cloud. 
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When the Arena is a "Shark Tank" 

27 August 2014 

 

Arena Solutions today announced a new deployment of Arena PLM by ilumi®, a leading provider of 

intelligent, simple and innovative wirelessly controlled LED lighting solutions, to manage all of their 

design and manufacturing data, including sophisticated microelectronics and precision fabricated parts, 

for the manufacturing of ilumi Smartbulbs. 

In April 2014, ilumi 'swam with the sharks' on ABC's "Shark Tank," a result of which attracted 

billionaire, Mark Cuban, to become an investor in the company. Based in Dallas, Texas, ilumi 

transforms ordinary things into extraordinary experiences, starting with the reinvention of the light bulb. 

The innovative ilumi color tunable LED Smartbulbs are wirelessly controlled from a free iOS or 

Android app using Bluetooth® Low Energy. Deemed the world's smartest lights, each ilumi Smartbulb 

includes RGBW LEDs, a microprocessor, a Bluetooth radio with meshing capability, and other 

electronic components that allow a user to adjust, set, and program the color and brightness of their 

lighting to get just the right light at the right time. The ilumi Smartbulb is as simple as screwing in a 

light bulb, but with LED and automation capability, lasts up to 20 years and uses substantially less 

energy than traditional lighting. 

With such sophisticated microelectronics, precision fabricated parts, and a number of manufacturing 

partners, the company realized it would require a powerful and easy to deploy bill of materials 

management solution. "ilumi really selected Arena PLM for its easy to use bill of materials management 

functionality," said PLM consultant and trusted advisor, Paul Peck. 

"It really helps to have your Product Lifecycle Management process under control," said Swapnil Bora, 

co-founder of ilumi. "Arena has made it easy for us to utilize world-class PLM practices and show the 

importance of being able to collaborate around a single version of the truth with unlimited scalability." 

"Arena is ideally suited for global enterprise and early-stage companies alike that need an affordable yet 

comprehensive PLM and supply chain solution," said Craig Livingston, chief executive officer at Arena 

Solution. "We are very grateful for ilumi's success, the notoriety brought to them by their successful 

appearance on "Shark Tank," and feel privileged that Arena could help them reach their goals." 

If you missed the original airing, make sure to tune in to ABC's "Shark Tank" on Friday, August 29
th

 to 

see ilumi's original presentation to the Sharks. 
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Product News 

3D PDF Enrichment Products Version 1.7.1 new features 

26 August 2014 
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The newest versions of PROSTEP's 3D PDF Enrichment™ Products; 3D PDF Animate™, 3D PDF 

Publish™, and 3D PDF Compare™ (A/P/C), are now available. In August 2014, PROSTEP released 

Version 1.7.1 offering several new and exciting features.  Creating complex PDF documents with 3D 

CAD data is now easier than ever. 

The Adobe
®
 Acrobat

®
 Pro plug-ins, A/P/C 1.7.1, provide users with more preference controls. Users can 

now set each window to appear at the same location on the screen each time the 3D PDF Animate editor 

is accessed. 

Among other improvements, A/P/C 1.7.1 offers additional security.  When a user establishes security in 

the PDF document, others are prevented from modifying the 3D PDF with A/P/C tools. When creating 

animations inside the PDF document, users can now search the Model Tree to easily find specific parts 

to use in the animation. Users now also have the ability to copy and paste steps and group (move) 

activities, reducing repetitive and time consuming work. 
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6 Approaches to Improve Flexibility of Product Design with ZW3D 

26 August 2014 

 

ZW3D has released a CAD/CAM white paper to discuss practical approaches for product design, 

bringing better products with shorter time-to-market.   

With user experience becoming a major talking point, the marketability of products relies on not just 

usability but also aesthetics. Customers prefer products with eye-catching shapes, leaving product 

designers with more challenges than ever. They are constantly seeking for solutions to maximize the 

flexibility of product design process, in a bid to conceptualize and realize even their craziest ideas. 

Empowered by a unique Overdrive
TM

 kernel, ZW3D CAD/CAM offers designers the following six 

approaches to turn their creative insights into tangible products. 

Sketch Flexibility 
With “Ready Sketch”, ZW3D’s built-in sketching library, standard parts can be sketched with a few 

clicks. As for not so commonly-used sketches, they can be generated in seconds with the equation curve. 

Plus, adjustments can be made by drag & drop operations.  

Modeling Flexibility 
Previously, designers were trained to apply different modeling commands to surfaces and models 

separately. ZW3D’s unique Solid-Surface Hybrid Modeling technology, however, eliminates this 

barrier. It delivers much more user-friendly experience and more flexibility in creating 3D models, since 

the Boolean operation works for both solid and surface geometries.  

High-quality Surface 
Generally, to create products with the best surfaces, continuous curves and surfaces is essential. In 

ZW3D, surfaces can be generated from continuous curves. Furthermore, curvature tools help improve 

the quality of the curves and surfaces during the operation. 

Assembly Modeling 
Flexible assembly design can meet different needs of designers. ZW3D supports not only Bottom-up 

http://zwsoft.us7.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=9e4ca9137dcca54dd7bf1b9a9&id=5a966aeebc&e=30ac0cea39
http://zwsoft.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9e4ca9137dcca54dd7bf1b9a9&id=f32492b057&e=30ac0cea39
http://zwsoft.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9e4ca9137dcca54dd7bf1b9a9&id=19015d224f&e=30ac0cea39
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assembly design but also Top-down assembly deign. Both the design of independent parts and the 

update of associative parts can be done easily in ZW3D.  

Editing Flexibility 
With parametric modeling and Direct Edit tools in ZW3D, designers can adjust models easily and 

quickly at every stage of product design.   

Documentation 
Both 2D and 3D documentation is supported by ZW3D: 2D documentation can be achieved with 2D 

drafting, while models can also be shown three-dimensionally in PDF documents without 3D software. 
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ASCENT- Center for Technical Knowledge Offers Digital Site Licenses for Organizations with High 

Volume Training Requirements 

26 August 2014 

 

Rand Worldwide announced that its courseware division, ASCENT – Center for Technical Knowledge, 

provides digital site licenses helping organizations with volume training needs effectively control 

inventory management of their chosen courseware. ASCENT’s digital site licenses ensure organizations 

have immediate access to ASCENT’s Autodesk, PTC and Dassault Systèmes courseware to best suit 

their training needs. 

“Digital site licenses are ideal for those organizations who require larger volumes of training materials 

such as associations, trade unions, businesses, government departments and academic institutions,” says 

Ronda Wiley, business development manager for ASCENT. “We customize our licenses for every 

customer so that they have access to the training guides they need, when they need them. In addition, a 

digital site license allows our customers to locally print the materials on-demand including the 

incorporation of their own custom covers, branding and binding. And on the logistics side, both shipping 

and inventory costs are eliminated so everyone wins: the organization, the trainers and, of course, the 

students.”  

At Northern Alberta Institute of Technology, Sam Bondesen, an AutoCAD instructor, also sees 

tremendous benefits to using a digital site license both personally, as an instructor, and for the school. 

“Our ASCENT license for the Autodesk courseware lets us print the books as we need them,” says 

Bondesen. “The advantage for us is we can get them printed in house. I can order them one day and 

they’ll be here the next day. So we can keep track of how many students we’re expecting and print 

books directly for them.” 

Another ASCENT customer, an international trade union, is also enjoying the benefits of a digital site 

license. With over 300 schools throughout North America, the union was looking for a flexible option 

that would allow them to standardize on a high quality Autodesk curriculum option that was easy to 

produce and distribute across all of their schools. As the provider of Autodesk Official Training Guides 

(AOTG), ASCENT was able to offer the union a digital site license option that included select titles in 

various quantities and allowed them to print a specified number of guides throughout the year; whenever 

and wherever union members needed them. The option also included access to a variety of titles and 

multiple release versions from which the union was able to choose specified quantities to print. 

http://rand.com/
http://ascented.com/
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This flexible and on-demand print option allowed the union to provide its members with consistent, up-

to-date, quality training materials for Autodesk software, saving both the time and cost of creating their 

own material. Visit ASCENT’s website to read the complete success story. 
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BETA CAE Systems S.A. Announces the Availability of Two Updated CT License Keys for the "CAD 

Data to ANSA" Translators of Versions 13.2.4 to 14.1.1 and 14.2.0 to 15.0.3 

27 August 2014 

 

BETA CAE Systems S.A. announces the availability of the updated license keys for the “CAD data to 

ANSA” translators of versions 13.2.4 to 14.1.1 and 14.2.0 to 15.0.3 which are based on the technology 

of CT CoreTechnologie GmbH (only). 

The current CT license keys included in the above mentioned versions are valid until 30-Sep-2014 and 

should be timely updated. 

To keep the CT-based CAD Data to ANSA translators of v13.2.4 to 14.1.1 and v14.2.0 to 15.0.3 

running, it is required to download and install the extended CT license keys according to the following 

instructions. 

This affects the translations through both our stand alone translators and through direct "Open" in 

ANSA. 

For more information, visit: http://www.beta-cae.gr/news/20140825_cad_translators_key.htm  
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CCE Enhances Capabilities of Unified Interop Libraries 

26 August 2014 

 

CCE announced the immediate availability of its updated Unified Interop (UIOp) libraries. 

The UIOp libraries were revised to support attributes that represent entity names in the native CAD 

system along with instance path. Persistent identifiers are now supported in Creo, NX and CATIA V6 

translators. CATIA V5 and SOLIDWORKS persistent identifiers have been enhanced to provide unique 

identifiers for every instance in the assembly. 

"We've increased the speed of translation and support persistent id's across more CAD platforms," said 

Vinay Wagle, CCE's V.P. of Sales and Marketing. "Our newest UIOp release includes customer 

requested enhancements to process points, store component level attributes and more." 

UIOp's CATIA V5 translator now allows grouping of translated entities into respective geometric sets 

(PartBody, Geometric sets, Ordered Geometric sets) providing applications the ability to display the 

model tree as it appears in the native CAD system. Support for publications has been improved by 

providing access to published vertices and edge wires. 

"CCE's UIOp libraries enable ISV's to implement MultiCAD translators in their Parasolid based 

http://www.ascented.com/AscentEd/media/PDF/DSL_casestudy_ASCENT.pdf?ext=.pdf
http://www.beta-cae.gr/news/20140825_cad_translators_key.htm
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software in the fastest time possible using a single API," said Wagle. 

The SolidWorks translator in UIOp has been enhanced to support a new attribute specifying 

configuration name attached to Parasolid instance in an assembly. The Solid Edge translator now 

supports processing of assembly level entities. 

A new translation filter is now available to process points. Also an XML file can now be created in 

addition to the output Parasolid file, to store component level attributes like Units and User Defined 

parameters. 
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hyperMILL
®
 2014 from OPEN MIND Certified for Autodesk Inventor 2015 

27 August 2014 

 

hyperMILL® 2014 is fully compatible with Autodesk Inventor 2015 as has been certified by Autodesk 

Inc. Realising the seamless interaction between the two products is an integral part of the hyperMILL® 

product development process. 

“It’s important for our users to be able to work quickly and efficiently through excellent integration with 

our products. OPEN MIND has once again achieved tight integration between Autodesk Inventor and 

the hyperMILL
®

 CAD suite, earning them an official certification for Autodesk Inventor 2015,” says 

Daniel Graham, Inventor product manager at Autodesk. 

Shared database 

The Autodesk Inventor software suite helps users design, visualise and simulate parts. The seamless 

integration of hyperMILL
®

 allows users to directly access the optimal machining strategy for their 

product using the familiar user interface. This ensures a seamless process from the design stage through 

to machining. 

Thanks to full associativity of the data in hyperMILL
®

 with Autodesk
®
 design data, it is now possible to 

have CAM operations automatically updated if changes are made to the CAD model. A common 

database and access to hyperMILL
®
 from the CAD user interface increases speed and efficiency, helps 

to prevent errors and greatly reduces cycle times as well as the users’ overall workload. 
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Knovel Introduces Interactive Tool for Finding, Solving and Sharing Engineering Equations 

25 August 2014 

 

Equations are the life blood of engineers, but research shows growing dissatisfaction with the choices 

for finding the equations needed to solve the problems engineers face. Recognizing this 

gap, Knovel introduced a better option for engineers. Knovel Interactive Equations, now available via 

Knovel's cloud-based platform, launches with hundreds of validated engineering equations that 

engineers can search through, solve and share in a variety of formats. 

A 2013 Knovel Engineering Survey found that roughly one-third of engineers rely on equations multiple 

http://ctt.marketwire.com/?release=1139693&id=4551880&type=1&url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.elsevier.com%2fabout%2fpress-releases%2fscience-and-technology%2fengineers-searched-online-for-equations-more-frequently-in-2013%2c-but-were-dissatisfied-with-results
http://ctt.marketwire.com/?release=1139693&id=4551883&type=1&url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.elsevier.com%2fonline-tools%2fknovel
http://ctt.marketwire.com/?release=1139693&id=4551886&type=1&url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.elsevier.com%2fabout%2fpress-releases%2fscience-and-technology%2fengineers-searched-online-for-equations-more-frequently-in-2013%2c-but-were-dissatisfied-with-results
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times per day. Knovel Interactive Equations applies Knovel's years of expertise in engineering research 

and development to help engineers solve many of the common and uncommon challenges they face. 

Highlights of the offering include: 

 Hundreds of equations with detailed descriptions of variables and their units, formulas, the 

original sources with links to references and citations, along with worked calculation examples, 

all in one place 

 Web-based Equation Solver software that can be used without local installation or IT support 

 Responsive design that allows users to find and solve equations on desktop computers or tablets 

 Built-in interactive equation worksheets for quick calculations such as calculating a specific 

value, converting to specific units or performing what-if calculations 

 Ability to create new worksheets using any combination of text, math and units for engineering 

equations and formulas, pictures and graphs 

 Support for engineering units 

 Support for exporting calculations to multiple formats 

"When engineers load their favorite calculation tool, they shouldn't be confronted with a blank screen or 

an empty grid. They should be able to quickly and easily choose from -- and customize -- the equations 

they use every day," said Sasha Gurke, Elseviers' Engineering Fellow & Co-Founder - Knovel. "As 

more equations are added, Knovel Interactive Equations will become the first stop online anytime 

engineers need to solve and reference equations." 

Knovel Interactive Equations is a powerful productivity tool for engineers, offering a convenient and 

unique workspace and calculator. Users have access to validated, discoverable equations and 

corresponding calculation examples. Knovel Interactive Equations launches with hundreds of equations 

available across five subject areas including Chemistry & Chemical Engineering, Mechanics & 

Mechanical Engineering, Metals and Metallurgy, Electronics & Semiconductors and General 

Engineering & Project Administration. Knovel Interactive Equations is available to customers with 

subscriptions to these subject areas. For additional information, speak to a Knovel account 

representative. 
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Materialise Joins the Altair Partner Alliance  

27 August 2014 

 

Today, Altair announced that rapid prototyping and additive manufacturing leader Materialise has joined 

the Altair Partner Alliance, making 3-matic STL available to HyperWorks® users. With 3-matic STL, 

users can make design modifications directly on STL, scanned, and computer-aided design (CAD) data 

in preparation for 3D printing. In particular, use of this software facilitates the use of topology 

optimization during the design process. The software works on an STL level to allow users to modify 

designs, remesh, create 3D textures, and more for an optimal and effective result.  

"Materialise is pleased to be able to offer 3-matic STL to HyperWorks users through the Altair Partner 

Alliance," said Lieve Boeykens, Brand Manager for Materialise. "The opportunities for collaboration 

http://globalmessaging1.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7793419&adr_order=17&url=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5tYXRlcmlhbGlzZS5jb20v
http://globalmessaging1.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7793419&adr_order=17&url=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5hbHRhaXJhbGxpYW5jZS5jb20v
http://globalmessaging1.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7793419&adr_order=17&url=aHR0cDovL3NvZnR3YXJlLm1hdGVyaWFsaXNlLmNvbS8zLW1hdGljU1RM
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between our software and solidThinking Inspire® and solidThinking Evolve®, for example, are 

extensive. We can't wait to see how this partnership progresses." 

The ability to work directly on an STL level makes files ready for 3D printing or finite element analysis 

immediately and provides a large degree of freedom for the user. Parts of the geometry can be easily 

swapped or exchanged, whether designed in 3-matic STL or imported from a CAD package. There are 

several operations that enhance the surface quality of the topology data since users have the ability to 

replace parts of the design with lattice structures and easily combine multiple topology results into one. 

"3-matic STL was used by the team to prepare an OptiStruct® topology result for 3D printing," said 

Andrew Bartels, Program Manager, solidThinking Inspire at Altair. "It was easy to use for removing 

fine details, as well as to smooth and thicken the resulting model's parts that would otherwise have been 

impossible to print. The final model contained two joining parts that literally snapped together when we 

received them from the printer. We couldn't have printed the model with this level of precision without 

3-matic STL." 

To learn more about Materialise and 3-matic STL, please register for the upcoming introductory webinar 

taking place on Sept. 3, 2014 at 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. Eastern Daylight Time. 
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MSC Software's Adams 2014 Delivers Higher Fidelity and Ease of Use with Native Nonlinear and 

Coupled FE Technologies 

25 August 2014 

 

MSC Software Corporation today announced the release of Adams 2014. 

Efficiently designing and testing mechanical systems is a challenge for some engineers due to lack of 

smooth integration between system dynamics and finite element analysis (FEA) software domains. The 

Adams 2014 release addresses this issue by introducing new native nonlinear part modeling and 

analysis, and co-simulation between Adams and Marc nonlinear finite element analysis. Adams 2014 

also extends popular machinery and automotive industry solutions with the new Cam module in 

Adams/Machinery and extended vehicle modeling and rollover events in Adams/Car. 

Highlights of this release include: 

 New Adams Native Nonlinear Part Modeling and Analysis 
The FE Part is a new Adams-native modeling object for very large deformation use cases, and 

specifically considers geometric nonlinearity. The formulation options are based on MSC 

adaptations of the Absolute Nodal Coordinate Formulation (ANCF) and Geometrically Exact 

Beam Formulation (GEBF). Engineers can more accurately calculate dynamic loads for 

geometrically nonlinear parts within a multibody dynamic system. The FE Part offers a 3D Beam 

formulation option, a three-dimensional, fully geometrically nonlinear representation useful for 

beam-like structures; a basic two-dimensional option is available as well. Adams/View supports 

the creation, visualization, and modification of FE Parts, as well as the convenient application of 

distributed loads via the new FE Load. In some benchmark test cases, modeling time was 

reduced from 8 hours to 30 minutes. 

"The new Adams nonlinear beam implementation is a great feature that makes it much easier to add 

nonlinear compliance and contact behaviors to the model, without affecting simulation times. Used 

http://globalmessaging1.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7793419&adr_order=17&url=aHR0cDovL3dlYjIuYWx0YWlyaHlwZXJ3b3Jrcy5jb20vaW50cm9kdWN0aW9uLXRvLTMtbWF0aWNz%0AdGwtYnktbWF0ZXJpYWxpc2U%3D
http://www.mscsoftware.com/
http://www.mscsoftware.com/product/adams
http://www.mscsoftware.com/product/adams
http://www.mscsoftware.com/product/marc
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creatively, the beam element can represent a variety of situations that previously required flex body 

generation and/or multi-component part representation, saving time and making parameterization 

easier," said Joseph Little, Virtual Tools Engineer at Chrysler Group 

 New Full Co-simulation Support for Adams and Marc 
The Adams-Marc co-simulation capability enables users to perform real co-simulation between 

Adams and Marc nonlinear FEA software. By doing so, multibody dynamics engineers working 

with Adams can increase model accuracy by including geometrically and materially nonlinear 

structural behavior, and FEA engineers can study components with realistic boundary 

conditions.  

The co-simulation delivers dramatic time savings for nonlinear FEA users because some of the 

rigid moving parts can be simulated in Adams instead of the FEA environment; this drives the 

total solution time down dramatically. 

"The Adams-Marc co-simulation capability more than satisfies our guideline of 'reasonable results in a 

reasonable time.' With up to a 90% reduction in computation time, optimization using advanced 

nonlinear FEA becomes practical. Such development provides a great benefit and is crucial for our 

product development," said Dr. Steve Jia, Chief Engineer, Litens Automotive Group 

 New Cam Module in Adams/Machinery 
Optimizing cam-follower systems early in the design process is key to saving cost and improving 

product performance. The new Adams/Machinery Cam module provides easy-to-use modeling 

of cam-follower systems. These systems may comprise various combinations of cam shapes, 

follower motions, follower arrangements, and follower geometry. The new feature makes Cam 

model creation much faster. It is easier to make mechanism motion and Cam profile design 

changes, and optimize the motion function to minimize or maximize acceleration, for instance. 

 New Vehicle Modeling Enhancements in Adams/Car 

 New Stability Events in Adams/Car 
Rollover accidents can cause fatalities. To provide better occupant protection, the study 

of rollover motion and vehicle stability is crucial. Adams/Car now provides three new 

rollover stability test events, including Embankment, Corkscrew, and Sand Bed. 

 FTire Animation 
Higher-fidelity analysis and visualization are needed for vehicle ride events like tires 

rolling over various surfaces. FTire contact forces and tire deformation forces can now be 

animated within Adams/PostProcessor. 

 SmartDriver Enhancements 
Vehicle performance and handling tests continue to evolve, and so does the need to 

virtually model and simulate these events virtually. To address this challenge, a number 

of enhancements to SmartDriver have been introduced. Improved backwards driving for 

open loop events is supported for both simple and automatic powertrains. Other 

noteworthy features include additional speed profile spline interpolation improvements, 

providing continuous target acceleration and smoother throttle and brake signals. 
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Rasterex releases RxView & RxHighlight R16 

22 August 2014 

 

Rasterex Software released version R16.0 of their popular desktop viewers for Windows. 

Version R16 continues to serve the hundreds of thousands of users throughout the world with updates, 

improvements and fixes. Although AutoCAD version 2015 has been supported already since it was 

launched by Autodesk, the R16 provides a full featured and complete support for AutoCAD 2015 based 

on Teigha 4.0.0 libraries. Another format which is important for their customers, is SolidWorks. The 

new version R16 has full support for SolidWorks 3D and 2D up to and including latest version 2014. As 

always, they have included a number of generic bug fixes and improvements into version 16. 

Version R16 introduces a “perfect office option”, a very significant improvement for their customers 

who rely on a perfect rendering of MS Office files or Open Office files. The “perfect office 

option” utilizes the users’ own automation manager (included in all MS Office and Open Office 

installations) to render office files perfectly. 

RxView allows users to view & print more than 250 different file formats – without the design software 

installed on the machine. CAD drawings, 3D CAD models, plot-files, PDFs, Office documents, raster 

images and scanned drawings. 

RxHighlight is the same software installation as RxView, but through the license file, it opens up for 

advanced functions like redlining, markup, file conversion, batch processes and text search & extraction, 

for collaboration between team members.  

New in version 16.0: 

 Updated format support: 

 AutoCAD 2015 (using Teigha Version 4.0.0) 

 SolidWorks 3D 2014 (*) 

 SolidWorks 2D 2014 

 “Perfect office option” for perfect rendering of MS Office files and Open Office files 

 ECW (Enhance Compression Wavelets) – new file format. 

(*) AutoCAD is one of the basis formats in Rasterex’ standard installation. SolidWorks is optional, with 

separate license and price. Read more under “supported file formats”. 

Fixes and improvements: 

 License files are now overwritten when retrieving single licenses over the internet. 

 New options for PDF (alternative rendering method) to allow display to be more in line with that 

of Acrobat. 

 Added filter setup button in Batch Conversion dialog. 

 Maximum markup hyperlink text is now 4000 characters. 

 Added new setting (Markup): Disable Markup Text Rotation. Useful for correct display of 

arabic/hebrew text. 

 Support for display control of PDF layers 

 Added support for Large Format PDF (90×90 meters). Options “Enable Large Format PDF 

Files” – default on. 

http://www.rasterex.com/index.php/products/viewing-with-markup-and-annotation/desktop-viewer/83-2/
http://www.rasterex.com/index.php/products/viewing-with-markup-and-annotation/desktop-viewer/rxhighlight/
http://www.rasterex.com/index.php/products/viewing-with-markup-and-annotation/supported-file-formats/
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 11 generic bug fixes, 21 format reader fixes AutoCAD, HPGL, CADkey, PDF, Word-97, ME10 

filters and 5 redline functionality fixes. 
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