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CIMdata News 

CIMdata Hosts Free Webinar on Closing the PLM Value Gap for the High Technology Industry 

30 October 2014 

 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic management consulting and research firm, announces 

an upcoming free educational webinar, “Not Getting The Most out of PLM? How to Close the Value 

Gap.” The webinar will take place on December 3
rd

 at 11:00 a.m. (EST). Attendees will find out which 

key questions to ask in order to help them understand why corporate PLM strategies stall, and where to 

look for ways to get a PLM initiative back on track towards yielding true business value. 

The webinar will be presented by Laila Hirr, Senior Consultant & High Technology Electronics Practice 

Manager with CIMdata. “We know that a substantial number of High Tech companies are facing end of 

life of their first or second generation PDM/PLM systems, yet are marginally convinced that the initial 

benefits had ever been achieved,” says Hirr. “Executives are searching for a reason to have confidence 

that a next generation PLM system will have real benefits. This upcoming webinar is the first of several 
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planned by CIMdata that will specifically target the High Tech industry and should not be missed.” 

Laila Hirr has nearly 25 years of experience in the PLM industry providing roadmaps, conducting 

solution provider-neutral enterprise evaluations and selections, with a special emphasis on the business 

interfaces between engineering, manufacturing, services, and supply chain participants. She is the long-

time author of the "PLMsavvy" blog which provides insights around topics that are commonly 

encountered in PLM initiatives. 

The webinar will be an hour long and will cover the following topics: the position of High Tech 

companies relative to PLM; the implementation, technology, and vision of PLM for High Tech; the 

drivers and barriers for High Tech companies tied to PLM; course correction solutions for High Tech 

companies; and CIMdata’s 2015 strategy for leading PLM transformation for the High Tech industry. 

Attendees will learn more about: 

 Common issues with PLM that are faced by the High Tech electronics industry 

 What can be done to get more out of existing PLM implementations 

 The state of the PLM industry relative to the needs of the High Tech industry 

 Valuable strategies for making PLM implementations more successful 

 What can be done in partnership with CIMdata to shape the future of PLM for High Tech and 

empower High Tech businesses for change 

This webinar is suited for PLM users, team leaders and members, engineering managers, and anyone 

interested in learning more about PLM and how it relates to High Tech. During the webinar attendees 

will have the opportunity to ask questions about the topics discussed. To find out more, visit: 

http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/educational-webinars/not-getting-the-most-out-of-plm-how-to-

close-the-value-gap. To register, visit: https://www3.gotomeeting.com/register/390373622  

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize 

an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered 

world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods on PLM solutions. These solutions 

incorporate both business processes and a wide-ranging set of PLM-enabling technologies. 

CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and providers of technologies and services seeking 

competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, 

provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The 

company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences 

worldwide. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia- 

Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website at www.CIMdata.com, follow us on 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews, or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann 

Arbor, MI 48108, USA, Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV 

Weert, The Netherlands, Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 
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Inforum 2014: a CIMdata Commentary  

28 October 2014 

 

Key takeaways: 

 Infor has established a partnership with Aras and will rebrand and sell the Aras Innovator suite 

to provide expanded PLM capabilities for discrete manufacturers  

 Infor will now be able to provide PLM solutions tailored to individual customer requirements 

regardless of company size and product complexity 

 Infor continues to develop and expand the use of a common, context sensitive user interface 

across all of their products to provide a consistent user experience 

CIMdata recently attended Inforum 2014 in New Orleans, Louisiana—a global event with attendees 

interested in all of Inforʼs business lines. Infor stated that over 7,000 people attended the event. Overall, 

CIMdata was pleased with the continued evolution of Infor’s product suites and the introduction of both 

a new PLM solution for discrete manufacturers and their CloudSuite portfolio. Infor’s Hook & Loop 

internal creative group is continuing to design a user interface paradigm for all its products that should 

be much more intuitive, effective, and easy to use. (This internal design agency approach is also used by 

companies like IBM and Dassault Systèmes.) 

Charles Phillips, Inforʼs CEO, and other Infor executives led a multi-speaker keynote session in which 

they discussed Infor’s success during 2013 (during which they added over 3,000 new customers), their 

progress in developing and delivering new products and services for the enterprise market, and their 

plans for the future with their “Work is Beautiful” theme. As part of this theme, Infor stated that they 

will create experiences that people love (e.g., the UI designed by Hook & Loop) and will speed the time-

to-value for their enterprise customers. 

Infor is delivering their new products under the CloudSuite brand, e.g., Infor CloudSuite Business. 

There is no CloudSuite PLM but on October 15, Infor released CloudSuite Food & Beverage which 

includes Infor Optiva as an option, and Infor VISUAL, a business solution for manufacturers, includes 

many PLM-type functions. 

From a PLM perspective, the most important announcement at Inforum was Infor’s partnership with 

Aras and the initial availability of Infor Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) Innovator, powered by 

Aras. This addresses a gap in their PLM for discrete solutions. The current Infor PLM Discrete solution 

is very effective for small to medium businesses with basic needs, e.g., product data management 

(PDM), and simple configuration and change management. However, it is limited in its ability to support 

larger organizations and those with more complex products and development needs.  

CIMdata believes that Infor PLM Innovator is an excellent and much needed addition to the Infor PLM 

product suites. It will provide an upgrade path to a more comprehensive PLM environment for current 

PLM Discrete customers that need additional functionality. It will also enable Infor to deliver a 

competitive PLM solution for their larger customers and prevent those customers from having to use 

third-party solutions such as Teamcenter, ENOVIA, or Windchill. 

“When manufacturers experience limited visibility across the product lifecycle, they are not equipped to 

speed time to market or enhance the quality of their products,” said Soma Somasundaram, Executive 

Vice President for Global Product Development at Infor. “Infor PLM Innovator delivers the necessary 

tools to create a unified view of production, from conception to the supply chain. Organizations across 

multiple industries, whether it’s discrete manufacturing or automotive, can leverage this technology to 



CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 5 

optimize each step within each process, ultimately creating time and cost savings for the company.” 

Currently available in limited release, Infor PLM Innovator will provide the Infor 10x user experience 

and will be integrated through Infor ION
®
 with Infor SyteLine and Infor LN, two of their enterprise 

resource management (ERP) offerings.
1
 Going forward Infor will be using their integration, social 

business collaboration (e.g., Infor Ming.le
TM

), and context-driven UI technologies to provide a rich user 

experience for the Innovator platform. This will enable Infor to differentiate their Aras-based offering 

from standard Aras solutions, and will provide additional reasons for their customers to acquire Infor 

PLM Innovator rather than licensing directly from Aras. In either case, Aras gains a broader customer 

base. 

Infor will continue to develop and support its current discrete PLM solution, Infor PLM Discrete, for 

those companies that do not need the larger capabilities provided by Infor PLM Innovator. This two-

level approach will enable Infor to tailor their solution more closely to the requirements of their 

individual customers. 

CIMdata also thinks that this partnership will also be good for Aras. It provides them a large installed 

base into which their technology and solutions can be delivered and deployed and gives them additional 

royalty revenue opportunities. 

“By teaming up with Infor we are able to reach a wider range of customers with our enterprise PLM 

suite, and deliver an integrated experience to Infor customers worldwide,” said Peter Schroer, CEO of 

Aras. “Our partnership gives companies a subscription-based PLM option that’s highly scalable and can 

be deployed in data center, cloud, or hybrid scenarios with compliance-grade security.” 

The other major PLM-related announcement was that of the ongoing user interface strategy and new 

products designed by Hook & Loop, based on HTML5. Hook & Loop is the internal creative agency of 

Infor, located at the company’s headquarters in New York City. This energetic think tank is composed 

of more than eighty talented creatives—writers, designers, developers, and filmmakers—working 

together to solve problems. It is the engine that drives innovation around product design and user 

experience across Infor’s entire suite of business applications, as well as the agency that communicates 

Infor’s vision to customers, partners, and the industry. 

Infor SoHo is a user interface that Infor is adopting across its various enterprise applications. It is based 

on social media technologies and uses a context-sensitive, situational awareness paradigm. As stated 

earlier, this new UI will be incorporated into the new Innovator-powered PLM solution to provide 

commonality with other Infor product suites. This new UI paradigm will enable users in all parts of the 

enterprise to access and use information in multiple domains (via the ION integration of Infor business 

solutions) in a seamless and consistent manner—a big step forward for a company with as large a 

solution portfolio as Infor. 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, an independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize an 

enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM). CIMdata provides world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-

practice methods on PLM. CIMdata also offers research, subscription services, publications, and 

education through international conferences. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website 

at http://www.CIMdata.com or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108, 

USA. Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV Weert, The 

                                                 
1
 Note that the product name Infor PLM Innovator has not been finalized and may be modified before being placed into general release. 

http://www.infor.com/solutions/technology/ion/
http://www.infor.com/product_summary/erp/sl
http://www.infor.com/product_summary/erp/ln
http://www.cimdata.com/
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Netherlands. Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 
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Next Generation Cloud-Based PLM Solutions: a CIMdata Commentary  

30 October 2014 

 

Key takeaways: 

 Traditional PLM often has low user adoption rates while cloud-based PLM solutions tend to 

ramp up quickly once selected 

 Cloud-based PLM solutions incorporate technology to support mobile devices, enabling access 

to PLM anywhere 

 PLM solutions of the future will leverage some aspects of cloud-based technology - Autodesk is 

doing it today 

The tools that most companies use for PLM have been around for many years. However, today there are 

still many companies that have not been able to successfully implement a complete end-to-end PLM 

solution. Why is this true? Some companies have implemented several different flavors of PLM and 

have ended up with a maze of solutions with limited integration. Others have implemented one common 

standard for most of their organization, but user acceptance rates are often low. There are still others that 

have avoided PLM altogether. One of the reasons for this limited success is that most companies have 

not been able to implement all the capabilities supported by PLM technology solutions. 

The fact is that most companies still operate with many disconnected information silos. These silos are 

often a result of acquisitions, independent operations, or the inability to easily create local information 

repositories to meet workgroup needs. Today there are a variety of tools such as Dropbox or Microsoft 

SharePoint that can be used to easily create shared storage locations for important corporate information. 

But, these silos are usually not easily managed and their information is disconnected from other data. 

On top of these information silos is often a collection of Microsoft Excel spreadsheets that serve as a 

guide for product BOM and configuration information. Excel can do many things well, but managing 

engineering changes and configurations is not one of them. Once the product information is captured 

with various spreadsheets, the ability to share and make changes quickly, with required traceability and 

validation, is severely hampered or lost altogether. 

With collections of independent, disconnected data sources it is increasingly difficult for anyone to find 

what they need (especially in a timely manner). Those who know which particular silo houses a specific 

type of information may eventually find what they are looking for by asking others, performing multiple 

searches, or browsing. However there is no possible way to search across all the information repositories 

to get all the related data. There is also no way to see work status as it progresses because the process’ 

data is not connected to processes. 

In many cases, traditional PLM has proven costly and too complex for small and medium businesses 

(SMBs) with modest requirements for engineering change and product information management. These 

SMBs need basic capabilities that can support their design efforts. With traditional PLM systems they 

are often forced to purchase more software with more capability than is needed. This has caused many 

SMBs to avoid traditional PLM solutions and to look for other approaches to their product data 
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management issues. 

Cloud-Based PLM 

There has been a lot of information recently from many PLM solution providers about the cloud. The 

question is often asked: “What is the cloud and what does it do?” 

The advent of cloud-based computing is providing new, highly flexible PLM delivery paradigms that 

address many of the issues with traditional PLM delivery. While “the cloud” has many competing 

definitions, characteristics of cloud-based solutions usually include: 

 On-demand solutions with new cost models that have lower upfront costs for software licenses, 

subscriptions, or rights-to-use, allowing smaller companies to afford PLM 

 Hosted computing services and environments that do not require investments in infrastructure, 

providing access to information for anyone at any time while minimizing administrative 

overhead 

 The ability to add and increase scope of capability and the performance of the solution and 

processes without requiring additional investment in the underlying IT infrastructure 

 Global access to required application functions, information, and processes 

Cloud-based PLM solutions leverage the cloud’s ubiquitous access and provide tools that enable 

personnel in multiple internal and external organizations to collaborate using workflows that extend 

across extended-enterprise and organizational boundaries. 

Cloud solutions often have advantages when creating user interaction. Newer cloud options are able to 

leverage modern Internet and IT technologies, making them much easier to deploy outside of 

engineering and even across enterprise boundaries. This can often have a positive effect on user 

adoption rates. 

In the past, many IT organizations were hesitant to put information on cloud-based platforms. Today 

CIMdata is seeing more solutions that support cloud options and provide access to large amounts of 

information across the enterprise. Most PLM vendors today have some kind of cloud option for their 

solutions. This shows that now, more than ever, there is recognition that the cloud provides a viable 

platform for PLM solutions. We will see more of this in the future as businesses become more 

comfortable with the benefits of cloud-based solutions. 

Mobility 

One of the key aspects of a cloud-based PLM solution is support for mobile devices. This allows users 

to access the information they need at any time on any device. Since most users carry smartphones and 

tablets 24 hours a day, this makes access and collaboration easy and efficient. This kind of access also 

provides the flexible environment global teams need to collaborate 24x7. These mobile tools can 

accommodate rapid changes, provide extensive access, and support stellar communication throughout 

the product lifecycle. 

BOM and Change Management 

Another key area of interest for PLM solutions is engineering change management. This includes BOM 

management, workflow management, and collaboration. These key areas are often overlooked and 

underserved by traditional MS Excel- and SharePoint-based solutions. CIMdata’s experience has shown 

that this is one of the key reasons companies look for a PLM solution. 

Cloud-based PLM solutions that manage engineering change and collaboration can enable significant 

advances in product innovation and development processes. Providing better, faster access to data across 
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the enterprise leads to more people exchanging more ideas earlier in the design process. Supplier 

collaboration is enhanced and interactions with the supply chain become a strong foundation of support 

for product processes. This inevitably leads to more innovative products with greater quality getting to 

customers more quickly. 

Focus On Autodesk PLM 360 

PLM 360 leverages Autodesk’s traditional strengths while addressing the high cost and complexity of 

traditional PLM solutions. While many in the PLM market talk about the importance of cloud and 

mobile, Autodesk is thinking differently about this market and appears to be leading the way with 

potentially game-changing offerings. Their broadening portfolio covers much of the traditional PLM 

space and should extend Autodesk’s footprint within SMBs. It may also get them on the short list in 

increasingly larger enterprise deals. These are some of the reasons why CIMdata added Autodesk to our 

list of “PLM Mindshare Leaders” in our recent PLM market analysis. This is not “your father’s 

Autodesk,” and they are now competing head to head in the traditional PLM market. 

Conclusion 

What will the next generation of PLM solutions look like? It is a good bet that the move to the cloud has 

just begun. With more technology appearing on the horizon to support cloud-based solutions, a shift in 

adoption of the cloud is happening now. One of the major issues that companies cite when discussing 

the cloud—data security—appears to be diminishing in importance as adoption of cloud-based solutions 

increases. It may well be that next-generation companies will exist mostly on the cloud. 

While many PLM solution providers are stepping gingerly towards cloud-based solutions, Autodesk has 

faced the challenge boldly, and are staking their bet on cloud-based PLM. If this turns out to be a correct 

strategy they will have an advantage and a large head start on their competition.  

CIMdata believes that Autodesk has made great progress in advancing their PLM 360 strategy, offering, 

and go-to-market since we were briefed at Autodesk University in December. Focusing on key business 

challenges like BOM management, change management, security, and supplier collaboration among 

others, helps Autodesk to help its customers achieve a rapid time to value. 

They are making the needed changes in their go-to-market strategy, learning from SaaS market leaders 

like Salesforce.com, and their partner NetSuite. These changes, and their customer successes, are 

helping to breed more success, bringing many new customers into the Autodesk user community. 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, an independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize an 

enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM). CIMdata provides world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-

practice methods on PLM. CIMdata also offers research, subscription services, publications, and 

education through international conferences. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website 

at http://www.CIMdata.com or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108, 

USA. Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV Weert, The 

Netherlands. Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 
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Company News 

Applied Software Wins BIM BAM BOOM! Technology Competition for Second Year in a Row 

28 October 2014 

 

A team of experts from Applied Software, a national professional services firm and Building 

Information Modeling (BIM) solutions provider, was named the winner for the second consecutive year 

at BIM BAM BOOM!, a technology competition sponsored by the Orlando Chapter of the American 

Institute of Architects. 

Held at the Valencia College West Campus to celebrate Architecture Month, the event drew expert 

teams from Applied Software, Graphisoft ArchiCAD and Nemetschek Vectorworks. Teams competed in 

a true BIM shoot-out, presenting their software capabilities in response to a design problem based on a 

historic church project in Ronchamp, France. 

The Applied Software team of experienced professionals employed Autodesk's vast portfolio of tools, 

including Autodesk ® FormIt® for conceptual design; Autodesk 360® for collaboration, storage, 

sharing and design discussions; and Autodesk® Revit® for the bulk of the modeling. 

In less than 90 minutes, the team developed an organic-shaped building with warped walls and curved 

roofs on the actual site; modeled the interior and exterior; completed renderings in the cloud; added 

contours and landscaping; completed lighting analysis and sun studies; developed a project lifecycle 

analysis and its environmental impact; compared energy analysis with different design iterations; and 

created electrical and ductwork layouts with panel schedules.  Autodesk Revit's easy access to built-in 

tools allowed the team to use a hand-drawn look for schedules, materials, textures and "sketchy lines." 

In addition, the Applied Software team produced clash detection reports to analyze the design 

immediately and fix errors. The team showed how the model can be moved into Navisworks to execute 

many construction functions. The walk-through created by the Revit tools allowed the audience to see 

the final product and allowed the Applied Software team to tell the story effectively. 

From conceptual design to construction documents, the Autodesk workflow proved to be a purpose-built 

product for the architecture, engineering and construction (AEC) space. 

"This event offers an incredible opportunity to showcase the benefits that BIM can bring to the entire 

design community," said Richard Burroughs, president of Applied Software. "Our team did a 

tremendous job demonstrating the expertise and technology solutions that we can bring to any 

architectural project. At Applied Software, we distinguish ourselves through preparation, collaboration 

and providing business solutions to our clients, and that obviously came through again this year." 
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Autodesk Announces $100 Million Spark Investment Fund, the World’s First 3D Printing Investment 

Program 

30 October 2014 

 

Autodesk, Inc. has announced that it intends to invest up to $100 million in 3D printing companies over 

the next several years. The Spark Investment Fund, which will be operated within Autodesk, is the first 

of its kind for the 3D printing industry and will invest in entrepreneurs, startups and researchers who 

push the boundaries of 3D printing technology and accelerate the new industrial revolution. 

Earlier this year, Autodesk announced Spark, an open and free* software platform for 3D printing that 

will connect digital information to 3D printers in a new way. Spark will connect to any hardware and be 

materials agnostic, and the company invites the entire 3D printing community to collaborate, build and 

improve the platform, its associated Ember 3D printer and materials. 

Companies and individuals developing groundbreaking hardware, software, materials, marketplaces and 

maker spaces are encouraged to apply to participate in the Spark Investment Fund’s investment 

portfolio. In addition to the financial investment, Spark Investment Fund recipients will become part of 

the Spark partner program and have access to marketing and other developer services available to Spark 

partners. It is through this unique combination of strategic investment and value-added partnership 

opportunity that Autodesk seeks to extend and empower the Spark ecosystem and spur innovation 

toward a more mature 3D printing experience. 

“The days of taking a closed, top-down approach to innovating for additive manufacturing are behind 

us. Numerous industries recognize the value of tapping into entrepreneurs or startups with better ideas 

and approaches, and 3D printing is no exception,” said Samir Hanna, vice president and general 

manager, Consumer Products and 3D Printing, at Autodesk. “The Spark Investment Fund will empower 

innovators to improve 3D printing, and to help us unlock the tremendous promise of this technology.” 

To learn more about the Spark Investment Fund or to apply to become a recipient, 

visit spark.autodesk.com/fund. 
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Certiport, Autodesk Team with Project Lead the Way (PLTW) to Expand Access to Industrial 

Certification 

28 October 2014 

 

Project Lead The Way (PLTW), a leading provider of K-12 science, technology, engineering, and math 

(STEM) programs, announced today a partnership with Autodesk and Certiport, a Pearson VUE 

business, that will expand PLTW teacher and student access to industrial certification in the leading 

suite of 3D design software programs from Autodesk including Autodesk® 3ds Max®, Autodesk® 

AutoCAD®, Autodesk® Inventor®, Autodesk® Maya®, and Autodesk® Revit®. 

“Project Lead The Way is excited to extend to students and educators in our network this opportunity for 

industrial certification through an exam that is rigorous, but attainable,” said PLTW Executive Vice 

President and Chief Operations Officer Andrea Croslyn. “This partnership – which marks an enhanced 

relationship between PLTW and Certiport, as well as a continuing relationship between PLTW and 

Autodesk – enables us to do just that.” 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.autodesk.com&esheet=50972920&newsitemid=20141030005291&lan=en-US&anchor=Autodesk%2C+Inc.&index=1&md5=560c4959cfae4a069a466371bbc8c6ca
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fspark.autodesk.com%2Ffund&esheet=50972920&newsitemid=20141030005291&lan=en-US&anchor=spark.autodesk.com%2Ffund&index=2&md5=1437ccbdd45123a509d1fe5ec53edc32
http://www.prweb.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5jZXJ0aXBvcnQuY29t
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PLTW schools can provide easy certification access to students by becoming a Certiport Authorized 

Testing Center and administering the Autodesk Certified User (ACU) exams onsite. The computer-

based exams last 50 minutes and combine multiple-choice and performance-based questions to ensure 

students understand and can effectively use Autodesk software. 

“PLTW programs already have access to state-of-the-art technology from Autodesk, and now with our 

partnership they can validate student computer-aided drafting and graphics skills with certification,” said 

Pearson VUE Vice President of Global Certiport Offering Aaron Osmond. “PLTW will offer all of 

Certiport’s Autodesk learning products with flexible options ranging from single-exam vouchers to site 

licensing that allow a school to deliver a high volume of exams at an economical price.” 

Through the partnership, PLTW students will have access to Certiport’s ACU offerings at a discounted 

rate. For more information on student ACU testing through PLTW, refer to the Student Opportunities 

page on pltw.org. 

“For students, attaining industrial certification is a real win,” Croslyn said. “It can help them to obtain 

internships, secure college admission, and achieve long-term career objectives.” 

“Autodesk is deeply committed to helping prepare an industry-ready workforce with the real-world 

design skills and knowledge that they need to be competitive and successful,” said Matt Pierce, senior 

manager of North America education programs at Autodesk. “We are proud to work with valued 

partners like PLTW and Certiport to expand learning and certification opportunities for both educators 

and students, and to help them achieve academic success and advance their careers.” 

PLTW teachers attending the 2014 PLTW Summit – Nov. 2-5, 2014, at the JW Marriott in Indianapolis, 

Indiana – will benefit from the partnership, as well. Certiport will be onsite to administer all ACU exams 

during the event. Educators must contact PLTW and register in advance to take the no-cost ACU exam 

onsite on Sunday, Nov. 2; Monday, Nov. 3; or Tuesday, Nov. 4. 
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DATADVANCE and Turnaco Signed the Distribution Agreement to Promote pSeven Software 

Platform in Turkey 

30 October 2014 

 

DATADVANCE and Turnaco Nanotechnology international company based in Turkey, signed the 

distribution agreement. Since now, Turnaco company specialized in commercializing innovative 

software and technology, will represent DATADVANCE at the Turkish market, offering pSeven 

software package for engineering process automation, data analysis and design optimization to its 

numerous clients from aerospace, energy, automotive, electronics and other industry segments. 

“DATADVANCE is constantly looking for new markets where our software would bring value to 

potential customers. We are confident that Turnaco’s longstanding expertize and proactive approach to 

customer needs will quickly make pSeven’s advanced data analysis and optimization capabilities work 

for the benefit of industry companies in Turkey”– said Christophe Brand, CEO of DATADVANCE. 

“Turkish aerospace, automotive and other sectors have become an integral part of the global network of 

production, often producing and exporting products, parts and components under the license of 

European companies. Along with the fierce competition with rapidly growing markets, it makes local 

http://turnaco.com/
https://www.datadvance.net/product/pseven/
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companies look up to the industry leaders all over the world and adapt innovative technologies in the 

product development cycle. Turnaco stands for Turkish industry progress and is keen to contribute to it 

by offering our customers industry-proven pSeven platform. It allows saving time in the development 

cycle, reducing simulation and test costs and eventually brings competitive advantage” – said Kerem 

Sencan, Vice President Global Business Development, Turnaco.  

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Edgecam Joins MTC  

29 October 2014 

 

Edgecam has become the latest member of the pioneering Manufacturing Technology Centre in 

Coventry.  

Part of Cheltenham-based Vero Software, Edgecam, a provider of CAD/CAM solutions for CNC 

machining, will work with machine tool and cutting experts at the MTC, developing complete shop floor 

solutions for manufacturers.  

As well as its UK bases, Vero has offices all over Europe, North America and the Far East, supplying 

software products to more than 45 countries.  

MTC engineers were impressed by Edgecam software’s ease of use and ability to create simple three-

axis tool-paths through to complex five-axis milling programs and controlling lathes.  

Edgecam strategic partnership manager Wesley Tonks said the MTC’s clients represented a diverse 

range of companies across several sectors including aerospace, automotive, transport, health, ICT, 

robotics, food production, defence and marine.  

“The MTC already has 10 examples of Edgecam software to drive its machines, and as they specialise in 

a range of manufacturing processes that are particularly useful to the high value manufacturing sector, 

Edgecam is a natural choice for intelligent tool-path generation, supporting our groundbreaking 

advanced manufacturing and engineering research.” 

MTC chief executive Dr Clive Hickman said he was delighted to welcome Edgecam to the MTC 

community. 

“Here at the MTC we have created an unparalleled environment to develop and demonstrate new 

technologies on an industrial scale, bringing together the UK’s leading engineers, industry professionals 

and academics. This allows our clients to develop new manufacturing processes in an industrial setting 

without the constraints of a commercial production environment. This supports innovation and Edgecam 

is a natural fit with our culture and operations,” he said.  

The MTC aims to provide a competitive environment to bridge the gap between university-based 

research and the development of innovative manufacturing solutions, in line with the Government’s 

manufacturing strategy. The MTC is part the High Value Manufacturing Catapult, supported by the 

Technology Strategy Board.  

The growth of the Manufacturing Technology Centre has far exceeded expectations, achieving many of 

its targets five years ahead of schedule.  

 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Edgecam Joins Partners in THINC 

31 October 2014 

 

Okuma America Corporation is pleased to announce that Edgecam has joined Partners in THINC. 

As a member of Partners in THINC, Edgecam is dedicated to providing unparalleled automation 

solutions for the machine tool industry that generate high quality, reliable toolpaths to improve 

productivity for Okuma customers. Edgecam Workflow is specifically designed for manufacturers to 

reduce costs by achieving shorter lead times. 

With automation tools available to suit a host of different applications, Edgecam users are able to apply 

their own unique in-house knowledge and experience to drive the CAM process. Edgecam supports 

everything from 2 axis milling and turning to complex 3-5 axis machining, along with multi axis (single 

set up) mill and turn/mill machines. Edgecam, along with Partners in THINC, is committed to providing 

the best possible integrated solutions to the end-user. 

“Partners in THINC welcome Edgecam as a partner. They provide superior CAM software solutions for 

CNC machine tool programming making them well suited for collaborating with members of Partners in 

THINC. Edgecam’s software allows manufacturers to maintain a competitive edge by offering a variety 

of applications for machining parts,” says Jeff Estes, Director of Partners in THINC. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

HRH Opens Training Centre Sponsored by VISI and Edgecam  

28 October 2014 

 

Vero Software have provided 20 seats of each of their leading VISI and Edgecam brands, to the AMRC 

Training Centre, which has been officially opened by HRH The Duke of York, KG. 

The facility is part of the University of Sheffield Advanced Manufacturing Research Centre (AMRC) 

with Boeing, and was set up with European funding to provide training for manufacturing-focused 

apprentices in machining, software, maintenance, welding, business administration and robotics.  

Youngsters accepted for apprenticeships by the centre are then invited to job interviews with registered 

employers. Engineering trainer Mick Fairman says: “They all have jobs when they start their courses 

with us. We currently have around 100 apprentices at the centre full-time working towards NVQ Level 2 

and BTEC Level 3.”  

Opening the centre, Prince Andrew spoke passionately about how important apprentices are to the future 

of the UK’s manufacturing industry...a point echoed by Mick Fairman: “We tailor our courses to ensure 

the apprentices are able to make a worthwhile and lifelong contribution to industry.”  

VISI and Edgecam are used to drive the centre’s 16 Haas mills and lathes, and three Mori Seiki 5-axis 

machining centres. Mick Fairman says many apprentices return to the centre for upskilling on 5-axis 

work, after finishing their original courses. “Being able to use software like VISI and Edgecam means 

they’ll be able to produce even the most complex 5-axis components.” 

VISI Northern Sales Manager Ian Llewellyn, who attended the opening ceremony, also agrees with The 

Duke Of York’s comments. “The AMRC Training Centre teaches apprentices everything about the role 

employers are looking for them to fill. Nowadays that includes advanced 5-axis technology to produce 

http://www.prweb.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5va3VtYS5jb20vYW1lcmljYXM=
http://www.prweb.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5lZGdlY2FtLmNvbS8=
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highly complex components. Companies embracing this technology are the ones that will move forward 

and be profitable, and it’s essential apprentices learn about it.” 

The Duke of York met a number of apprentices in the centre’s workshop, who were learning aspects of 

manual machining, and who will go on to learn CNC machining with VISI and Edgecam. He was also 

introduced to apprentices on welding and robotics courses. 

Part of the Vero Software Group, VISI and Edgecam are leading CAD/CAM solution providing 

productivity, reliability and flexibility. Vero has direct offices in the UK, Germany, Italy, France, Japan, 

USA, Brazil, Netherlands, China, South Korea, Spain and India supplying products to more than 45 

countries through its wholly owned subsidiaries and reseller network. 
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Intergraph Unveils New Headquarters, Celebrates 45
th

Anniversary 

20 October 2014 

 

In observance of its 45
th

 anniversary, Intergraph will unveil its new headquarters during a special 

dedication ceremony on the Madison, Ala. campus. 

The event, “New Traditions Start Here,” includes recognition from Hexagon, Intergraph’s parent brand, 

presentations by local dignitaries, tours of the building and a torch relay and lighting. Expected speakers 

include Hexagon President and CEO Ola Rollén; Melker Schörling, chairman of the board, Hexagon; 

Madison Mayor Troy Trulock; and Dale Strong, chairman of the Madison County Commission. 

The new $58 million facility is a result of joint efforts between Intergraph and Hexagon to create work 

environments conducive to smart processes and workflow solutions. Intergraph, an enterprise 

engineering and geospatial software company with a unique history spanning nearly five decades, 

develops intelligent maps, assets and infrastructure technologies for businesses and government 

organizations. In 2010, it was acquired by Hexagon, a leading global provider of information 

technologies that drive dynamic decision making across industrial and geospatial applications. 

The five-story, 250,000-square-foot building features office space for 1,100 Intergraph employees. The 

new building also includes a state-of-the-art data center, conference space, an expansive food service 

area and lakeside terraces. 

“For the first time in Intergraph’s history, we are bringing employees at this location together under one 

roof, which I’m confident will foster innovation and camaraderie,” says Hexagon President and CEO 

Ola Rollén. “The building is a testament to Hexagon’s commitment to Intergraph and the Madison 

County business community.” 

"Intergraph has been a good employer in Madison County for 45 years, and today is a continued 

celebration of the company's investment in Alabama with the opening of its new corporate 

headquarters," Alabama Governor Robert Bentley said. 

Cooper Carry, an Atlanta-based architecture firm, created the building’s design, driven by the mission to 

transform Intergraph’s existing workplace into an integrated work community in a state-of-the-art 

facility. The firm provided workplace strategy, programming, landscape architecture, interior design and 

environmental graphic design for the project. Robins & Morton served as general contractor. 

Unique features of the new facility, which will allow all employees on the Madison campus to be housed 
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in the same building for the first time, include its lakeside setting, electric vehicle charging stations and 

improved bandwidth that will lend itself to faster Internet connections. 
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Mark Wright Joins 3D Systems as Chief Operating Officer 

27 October 2014 

 

3D Systems Corporation announced today that it has appointed Mark Wright as its Chief Operating 

Officer. In this new role, Mark will work closely with the CEO and other senior leaders to scale the 

company’s commercial and manufacturing operations and leverage its recent investments into 

sustainable, profitable growth. 

“We are privileged to have an executive of Mark’s experience join our team, as we turn our attention to 

fine tuning and scaling our operations,” said Avi Reichental, President and Chief Executive Officer, 

3DS. “I am certain that Mark’s considerable talents will help take our business to the next level.” 

Mark joins 3D Systems after an accomplished 18-year career at EMC Corporation. Mark previously 

served as COO for EMC’s Flash Product Division and has held several roles as Senior Vice President of 

Operations. Most recently, Mark served as Senior Vice President, Business Development and 

Operations – Lenovo, where he was tasked with developing a multi-billion dollar relationship in 

anticipation of the IBM System X acquisition closure. Mark also led EMC’s high-profile collaboration 

with Dell, growing the partnership into a billion dollar plus business. 

To 3D Systems, Mark brings a diversified wealth of expertise that includes worldwide sales, operations, 

commercial strategy, process improvements, M&A, integration and business development. 

“Mark’s experience in managing fast-moving, high-tech, global businesses will be a tremendous asset to 

3D Systems as we step up the execution of our profitable growth initiatives,” concluded Reichental. 
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Mastercam Ranks 1st in Installed Seats for the 20th Straight Year  

27 October 2014 

 

The most recent analysis of CAM software seats produced by CIMdata, Inc. shows that CNC Software’s 

Mastercam@reg; is once again the world's most widely-used CAM software for the 20th straight year. 

With over 200,000 installed seats worldwide, Mastercam has nearly twice the installed base of the 

closest competitor. 

"We are grateful to have many of these real-world shops giving us feedback and suggestions on what 

they need to make the most of their time and money," says CNC Software President, Mark Summers. 

"What does it mean for NC programmers? Machine shops? Machinists? What does it mean for you?" 

Summers continues, "If you’re looking to hire, it means there are many qualified Mastercam 

http://www.3dsystems.com/
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programmers in the workforce, and, if you're looking for work it means you have more opportunities 

with a shop that uses Mastercam. It means there is a greater variety of training tools available to help 

you make sure your skills stay sharp. And it means that you have access to the largest community of 

CAM users on the planet." 

Mastercam holds almost 25% of the Educational market. CNC Software demonstrates a commitment to 

the future of our industry, as well as the next generation of manufacturing professionals. 
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More Than 100 Global Systems Integrators Join the Oracle Cloud Marketplace to Offer 

Implementation Services and Drive Cloud Success 

29 October 2014 

 

The Oracle Cloud Marketplace, a one-stop shop for Oracle customers seeking trusted business 

applications from Oracle partners that leverage the Oracle Cloud platform, has extended its offerings to 

include consulting and implementation services from more than 100 system integrators (SIs), including 

Capgemini, Deloitte, and Infosys. Customers can now easily locate and evaluate SI services that can 

help them maximize the business benefits of Oracle Cloud software-as-a-service (SaaS) and platform-as-

a-service (PaaS) solutions, and SIs gain a centralized marketplace for promoting their services to 

Oracle's global customer base. 

News Facts 

The Oracle Cloud Marketplace, a global marketplace where partners can publish applications and 

promote services that help Oracle customers maximize the value of their Oracle Cloud solutions, has 

extended its offerings to include SIs that provide Oracle Cloud implementation services and consulting. 

SIs can help Oracle customers fast-track their implementations and more quickly realize the benefits of 

Oracle Cloud SaaS applications. 

In addition to the hundreds of independent software vendors (ISVs) already participating with 

applications that extend and integrate with Oracle Cloud SaaS applications, more than 100 global SIs, 

including Capgemini, Deloitte, and Infosys, are now driving business growth and cloud success by 

promoting their Oracle Cloud implementation service offerings in the Oracle Cloud Marketplace. 

The Oracle Cloud platform enables SIs to use the power of Oracle Database, Java, robust in-memory 

analytics, and social and mobile capabilities to build new functions for and extensions to Oracle SaaS 

applications for their customers. 

The Oracle Cloud Marketplace offers an easily searchable interface that not only lists available 

applications but also provides user ratings and reviews to help customers determine the best products 

and services for their organization. 

Partner applications are available for critical business functions such as channel management, lead 

generation, data quality, reporting and productivity tools, quoting, contract management, forecasting, 

sale incentives, compensation management, and more. 

Oracle Cloud delivers the industry's broadest suite of enterprise-grade public cloud services, including 

data as a service (DaaS), SaaS, PaaS, and infrastructure as a service (IaaS). 

http://ctt.marketwire.com/?release=1154219&id=4862947&type=1&url=http%3a%2f%2fcloud.oracle.com%2fmarketplace
http://ctt.marketwire.com/?release=1154219&id=4862950&type=1&url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.oracle.com%2fcloud
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"Oracle has a rich ecosystem of 400,000 customers, 25,000 partners, and 15 million developers. With 

the most recent enhancements to the Oracle Cloud Marketplace, Oracle systems integrators can now 

leverage its power and reach to promote their implementation service offerings and uncover new 

business opportunities," said Gopalan Arun, vice president of development at Oracle. "The Oracle Cloud 

Marketplace is specifically designed to help organizations quickly and easily find, evaluate, and 

purchase the applications they need to reach their business goals. As the perfect distribution channel for 

cloud applications, it also creates exciting opportunities for our partners by enabling them to easily 

develop, integrate, publish, and monetize their innovative applications." 

"By providing value-added solutions that maximize the benefits of the cloud, the Oracle Cloud 

Marketplace helps businesses drive even more of the rapid business results they increasingly expect 

from the cloud," said Subir Dutt, senior vice president, global Oracle practice leader at Capgemini. 

"Offerings in the Oracle Cloud Marketplace allow companies to quickly access, provision, and deploy 

capabilities to increase revenue and productivity and to improve engagement with their customers, 

suppliers, and employees. This platform will help Capgemini showcase our differentiated offerings to 

the large Oracle ecosystem." 

"Oracle Cloud Marketplace is the 'app store' of the Oracle Cloud world -- a new avenue for Oracle 

partners to reach a broad audience and for organizations to have ready access to the investments made in 

Oracle's cloud solutions," said Carmine Cutone, Deloitte digital Oracle customer practice leader at 

Deloitte Consulting LLP. 

"We are one of the pioneer solution providers supporting the Oracle Cloud Marketplace because it offers 

our clients the kind of prepackaged solutions that help lower risk and reduce the time for them to enjoy a 

return on their investments," said Ravi Kumar, executive vice president and global head, Oracle 

Practice, Infosys. "In particular, clients will benefit from an unparalleled range of enterprise-grade cloud 

marketplace solutions accessible from one, single portal."  
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Nemetschek Vectorworks and Datacubist Oy Partner to Strengthen IFC Data Quality Exchange 

30 October 2014 

 

Nemetschek Vectorworks, Inc., and Datacubist Oy, creator of simplebim®, a BIM software platform 

that enhances IFC data exchange between AECO professionals, announce a new partnership that will 

enable designers who use Vectorworks Architect software to export their IFC-STP files and import them 

into the simplebim application to trim unnecessary data, validate, edit and add non-geometric data 

directly within the IFC file. 

"Our commitment to design flexibility and intent drives our continuous search for technology partners 

that support Open BIM workflows for improved communication and project coordination,” said Jeremy 

Powell, product marketing director at Nemetschek Vectorworks, Inc. “It’s paramount that we provide 

designers with innovative technology to help them maintain complete control over their IFC data, and 

we’re very excited to be a part of solutions like this partnership that will enhance collaboration and 

improve the quality of data exchanged among project stakeholders.” 

By using simplebim, designers, contractors and building owners can review IFC data in a model-centric, 

user-configurable interface. Simplebim also has the ability to detect data deficiencies and remove any 
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potential issues, as well as edit and match the data structures to the requirements of other IFC 

compatible applications. Through capturing the IFC data exchange requirements and validating the 

models against them, teams can provide feedback to the author or edit the IFC data directly in simplebim 

without having access to the original model, allowing for streamlined communication and utilization of 

discipline-specific, IFC-based workflows. 

"Our goal is to help designers gain a deeper understanding of BIM and everything that surrounds it,” 

said Jiri Hietanen, CEO and co-founder of Datacubist Oy. “The key to delivering valuable BIM data is 

to clearly understand the specific requirements of the receiver, and then to use the right workflow and 

tools for delivering relevant and reliable design information. Through this partnership, we hope to 

further equip designers to make better BIM decisions and with more precision and reliability than ever 

before, whether they are a BIM novice or expert.” 
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New SAE International On-Demand Presentation Shows How Requirements Management Can 

Enhance Product Development Lifecycle 

28 October 2014 

 

A new on-demand presentation from SAE International and sponsored by IBM will explore why 

requirements management is a vital part of any product development lifecycle. 

“Unlock the Value of Collaboration with Requirements Management: Increase Revenue and Gain a 

Competitive Advantage” is a free, 20-minute, on-demand presentation that will show how you can make 

sure all requirements are covered by test cases to ensure continuous verification and how you can react 

quickly to “requirements creep” or requirements changes in a timely manner. Participants will also learn 

how companies have used effective requirements management to raise their automotive partnership 

level. A Q&A session also will be included. 

Lead speaker will be:  

 Adrian Whitfield – Mr. Whitfield received an honor’s degree in electrical and electronic 

engineering at Brunel University in 1990. He spent five years working in Systems Engineering at 

G.E.C Marconi Radar before joining Telelogic (formerly I-Logix Inc.) as a Technical Consultant, 

where he has delivered consulting, mentoring, and training to a number of aerospace and defense 

companies including long-term engagements with Boeing and NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory. 

Currently he is an Industry Offering Manager with IBM Rational (who acquired Telelogic) 

where he leads teams to develop solutions to satisfy customer needs within the aerospace, 

defense, automotive, and rail industries. 

Moderator will be Lisa Arrigo, Custom Electronic Products Editor, SAE International. 

To learn more about “Unlock the Value of Collaboration with Requirements Management: Increase 

Revenue and Gain a Competitive Advantage,” click here. 
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Optitex Opens Office in Milan, Appoints Antonio Sgroi as Country Manager 

27 October 2014 

 

Optitex is pleased to announce the opening of local offices in Milan, Italy. The new Italian operations 

are headed by Mr. Antonio Sgroi, an experienced sales director with a long legacy of success in the 

Italian fashion market. 

The Optitex Italy team of seasoned sales, technical support and operations professionals is already 

having a strong impact locally, supporting existing customers and introducing digital workflows to a 

growing range of companies. To date, numerous leaders in the Italian fashion industry, including 

Roberto Cavalli and Crea Si, have made Optitex 3D suite their solution of choice for garment design and 

development. These companies are already working with Optitex to expand their usage of 3D solutions 

to other domains, including collection planning, showrooms and online marketing. 

"As a global fashion hub, Italy is a particularly important territory for us to serve," commented Mr. Asaf 

Landau, CEO of Optitex. "Many Italian fashion companies are industry trendsetters, well-positioned to 

take advantage of the exciting innovations in 2D and 3D virtual prototyping for design and production." 

Mr. Landau added: "With realistic 3D product representations taking a growing role in processes within 

fashion brands and amongst the various stakeholders in the ecosystem, more and more industry leaders 

are mastering 3D solutions in order to stay aligned with this market evolution." 

With the opening of the new office, Optitex appointed Antonio Sgroi to manage the Optitex Italy team 

and operations. Having worked in the fashion and fabrics industry for decades, Mr. Sgroi has extensive 

experience in the world of 2D and 3D design, PLM software, CAD/CAM equipment and related 

services, particularly for textiles, leather and industrial fabrics. Mr. Sgroi and his team are responsible 

for managing strategic accounts and local sales, and for driving further growth of Optitex solutions in 

Italy. 
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redway3D Partners with intrinSIM 

31 October 2014 

 

Redway3d is pleased to announce that intrinSIM has signed a definitive agreement to add Redsdk and 

related add-ons to its portfolio of embeddable technologies for engineering applications. intrinSIM is a 

premier source of embeddable technologies for engineering applications and represents a broad portfolio 

of leading edge tools suitable for commercial or in-house engineering software applications through a 

unique technology broker model. intrinSIM will partner with Redway3d on business development and 

licensing of the Redsdk technology on a worldwide basis. 

"We are very happy to join forces with the Redway3d team", says Joe Walsh, founder of intrinSIM. 

"Redsdk provides what many players in the software industry need: unified graphics from real-time to 

photo-realistic visualization on all devices from desktop to Cloud and all that with an unprecedented 

balance of graphics performance and quality. Backed up by outstanding support and broad customer 

experience, Redsdk truly delivers commercially proven next generation graphics technology today." 
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"The cooperation with intrinSIM will allow us to assist more software vendors to make the next step and 

drastically improve graphics performance of their solutions", adds Lionel Schmitt, CEO of Redway3d. 

"Continually growing model sizes, new approaches using Cloud based applications from devices like 

tablets or cell phones interacting through standard browsers, all these are requirements that our engine 

addresses better than current solutions. I invite everybody who is not 100% satisfied with their current 

graphics implementation to contact intrinSIM and request a test license of Redsdk." 

Redsdk is a C++ programming toolkit dedicated to image visualization. It covers all the graphics 

features for real-time 2D, real-time 3D and photo-realistic rendering using a single integrated API. 

Redsdk is highly customizable, flexible and adapts itself to all operating platforms, thanks to its unique 

hybrid rendering technology that can run either using graphics hardware or in full software mode. 

Redsdk integrated API also provides the ability to support high speed browser based visualization 

allowing real-time visualization of millions of facets on any device. 
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The Digital Asset and AVEVA E3D in the Cloud Take Centre Stage at the AVEVA World Summit 

2014 

30 October 2014 

 

AVEVA announced today the expansion of customer trials of their 3D design software in the cloud, 

after its debut at the AVEVA World Summit 2014 in Berlin.  AVEVA Everything3D (AVEVA E3D) 

was demonstrated running in the cloud and generated so much interest that an additional session was 

added to the already packed agenda for keen delegates to find out more. 

Another key technology feature of the event was the presentation of AVEVA’s new touch screen 

platform for visualisation of asset life cycle information.  This lastest innovation provides a highly 

intuitive 3D model based experience to explore and interrogate complex asset information and unlock 

the power of a living Digital Asset. The next generation platform was presented live throughout the 

event with the generous support of Shell and Lundin who provided real-life Digital Assets from the Gulf 

of Mexico and the Norwegian Continental Shelf.  Delegates were clearly impressed at the combined 

capabilities of AVEVA E3D and AVEVA NET. 

The 2014 AVEVA World Summit spotlighted the benefits offered by the creation and management of a 

Digital Asset to improve project deliverables, reduce risk, and increase operational efficiency. In total 

there were 16 customer case study presentations from leading EPCs, OOs and shipbuilders that shared 

the advantage of a Digital Asset approach to their business operations.  These customers included 

AMEC, Jacobs, WorleyParsons, Foster Wheeler, Toyo Setal, RasGas, AREVA, ADMA OPCO, Atkins, 

Daewoo Shipbuilding & Marine Engineering (DSME) and Namura Shipbuilding. 

Dave Wheeldon, CTO, AVEVA, enthused about how well the cloud demonstration was received, 

stating: ‘This is the first time we have shown AVEVA E3D running in Amazon Cloud.  Customers were 

amazed at the performance and ease of deployment.  I expect that initially we'll see a hybrid adoption 

approach where customers use the instant scalability of the cloud to flex their on-premise 

installation.  While the cloud brings challenges we believe it offers our customers massive potential to 

mitigate rising infrastructure costs, so we are investing to ensure they have a fully productive cloud 

environment and excellent user experience.’ 
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Commenting on the reaction to the cloud and touch-screen demonstrations, Mat Truche-Gordon, EVP 

Business Strategy & Marketing added: “This breakthrough in the performance of our cloud-based 

solutions will be significant for our customers in meeting requirements to flex additional global 

resources and adapt quickly to change. We see the cloud as an enabler that works alongside our 

customer’s existing infrastructure and contractual models.  We are seeking to give our customers greater 

agility and not force them to replace their current best practices.” 

“With the combination of customer case studies and reaction to our roadmap, the AVEVA World 

Summit 2014 was undoubtedly the most successful yet” added Steve Tongish, VP Marketing at 

AVEVA. “We engaged with over 300 customers and partners from 36 countries. We look forward to 

next year when we will be welcoming our customers from around the world to the 2015 AVEVA World 

Summit in Dubai. Registration is already open,” 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

ZWCAD Deepens Cooperation with ZSP nr 4 in Krosno 

28 October 2014 

 

ZWCAD Design is pleased to announce that it has established a strategic cooperation with Zespół Szkół 

Ponadgimnazjalnych nr 4 in Krosno, the school which trains professionals for gas and drilling industries 

in Poland, (which will be abbreviated as ZSP nr 4 in Krosno below) to improve education. ZWCAD 

Design and its Polish distributor SZANSA will support education and research projects by providing 

ZWCAD+ and ZWCAD Mechanical licenses. By giving the students the tools they need to succeed, 

ZSP nr 4 in Krosno aspires to cultivate inspiring and qualified graduates.  

As a specialized school of the gas and drilling industry, ZSP nr 4 in Krosno prepares youth and adults 

for the needs of the industry’s companies both in Poland and abroad. The school is the only specialized 

gas and drilling institution of its kind (as well as locksmithing) in the south of Poland.  

Professors at ZSP nr 4 in Krosno are skilled in AutoCAD, making the switch to ZWCAD+ easy due to 

the easy-to-use functionalities and intuitive interface. The new base curriculum for technical subjects 

requires computer support and students must be able to design projects for their final examinations. 

Thanks to ZWCAD+, students will be able to design maps during geology classes. ZWCAD Mechanical 

will help largely those students who study construction as well as locksmithing.  

Large-scale application to the courses  

Due to the sufficient features of ZWCAD+ and ZWCAD Mechanical, they can be applied to many 

subjects like drilling, mining, technical and machine construction and etc. Jerzy Michelis the 

administrator of ZSP nr 4 in Krosno mentioned that he thinks ZWCAD+ and ZWCAD Mechanical are 

very beneficial to both students and teachers. The ease-of-use functions make teaching and learning 

easier. Due to this cooperation, both ZWCAD and ZSP nr 4 in Krosno will continue exchanging 

information on CAD technology improvements and Polish industrial trends. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Events News 

Delcam Launches new Delcam for SolidWorks at SEMA 

27 October 2014 

 

Delcam will launch the 2015 version of its Delcam for SolidWorks CAM software on booth #10419 at 

the premier automotive specialty products trade event, SEMA, to be held at the Las Vegas Convention 

Center from November 4th to 7th. 

The new release of Delcam for SolidWorks includes a range of enhancements in three-axis milling, 

drilling, turning and wire EDM to make the software even more valuable to SolidWorks users that need 

to manufacture their designs. Full details are on the Learning Zone at http://www.delcam.tv/dfs2015/lz 

A key benefit of Delcam for SolidWorks has always been the availability of a wide range of post-

processors, together with the ability for users to customize their posts. In the 2015 version, post 

variables are able to be assigned user-defined names. This allows users to see quickly exactly which post 

variables are configured for use with a particular post-processor and to understand their intended use. 

This change is particularly valuable when programmers need to understand customizations in posts that 

have been made by other users. 

Delcam for SolidWorks combines the benefits associated with Delcam’s PowerMILL and FeatureCAM 

CAM systems. It is based on Delcam’s proven machining algorithms that are already used by more than 

45,000 customers around the world. The software offers PowerMILL’s exceptional speed of toolpath 

calculation, plus the advanced strategies for high-speed and five-axis machining, to ensure increased 

productivity, maximum tool life and immaculate surface finish, even when cutting the hardest, most 

challenging materials. At the same time, Delcam for SolidWorks has the same strong focus on ease of 

use as FeatureCAM, including all of the knowledge-based automation that makes that system so 

consistent and reliable. 

Delcam for SolidWorks is fully integrated into the SolidWorks environment so that the program looks 

and behaves like SolidWorks. It offers full associativity so that any changes in the CAD model are 

reflected automatically in the toolpaths. However, this associativity is more intelligent than other 

integrated CAM systems because Delcam for SolidWorks doesn’t simply modify the existing toolpaths 

but also reviews the choice of cutting tools and machining strategies, and changes them if necessary. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Delcam to Show Full CAM Range at Metalex 

28 October 2014 

 

Delcam will demonstrate its full range of CAM software at the Metalex exhibition to be held in 

Bangkok, Thailand, from 20th to 23rd November.  The latest releases on show will include the 2015 

versions of the PowerMILL CAM system for high-speed and five-axis machining, the FeatureCAM 

feature-based programming software and the PowerMILL Robot software for the programming of 

machining with robots.  
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The new release of PowerMILL, Delcam’s programming system for high-speed and five-axis 

machining, includes improvements to the Vortex high-efficiency area-clearance strategy, expanded 

collision checking to also cover near misses, and more efficient raster finishing. 

Vortex produces safe toolpaths with a much deeper cut by using a controlled engagement angle that 

maintains the optimum cutting conditions for the whole toolpath.  As a result, higher feed rates and 

material-removal rates are possible, making the cutting time shorter by as much as 70%.  Enhancements 

in PowerMILL 2015 will give even greater reductions in machining time with Vortex compared to 

conventional roughing.  

Companies using four- or five-axis machines with trunnions or similar tilting tables will benefit from 

new options are now available to distribute PowerMILL’s toolpath points so that the machine’s gimbal-

lock position is avoided and a smoother motion results. 

Full details, including video demonstrations, are on the Learning Zone – www.delcam.tv/pm2015 

As well as including the latest developments in the Vortex strategy, the 2015 version of FeatureCAM 

incorporates a range of enhancements in three-axis milling, two-axis and five-axis drilling, turning and 

turn-mill, and wire EDM to make the software even more powerful and easier to use.  Full details, 

including video demonstrations, are on the Learning Zone – www.delcam.tv/fc2015  

FeatureCAM was the world’s first feature-based programming software when it was launched in 

1995.  Constant development since then has ensured that the system has retained its leadership in 

programming speed and ease of use, while an increased range of strategies has been added to provide 

more efficient toolpaths that give greater productivity on a wider range of machinery, including mill-

turn machines, five-axis mills and wire EDM equipment. 

PowerMILL Robot can be used for the programming of robots for a variety of multi-axis machining 

operations, including patternmaking, modelmaking, trimming and drilling of composite components, 

and deburring and polishing of metal parts.  Robots can be also be programmed for part-to-tool 

applications, such as grinding or linishing.  In both cases, the software makes it as easy to program a 

robot for machining as it is to program a five-axis machine tool.  

To ensure safe and efficient operation, PowerMILL Robot can be used to simulate the complete 

machining operation and to control the robot’s movements through different variables, such as axis 

limits, axis priorities and workplane constraints.  Various aspects within the configuration of the robot 

cell, such as axis limits, tool constraints and home position, can be defined, and the simulation of the 

robot completed within those constraints. 
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Delcam to Show Latest Developments in High-Speed and Five-Axis Machining in Dongguan 

31 October 2014 

 

Delcam will demonstrate the 2015 version of its PowerMILL CAM system for high-speed and five-axis 

machining at the Dongguan Mould & Metalworking exhibition to be held in Dongguan, China, from 

14th to 17th November.  The new release includes improvements to the Vortex high-efficiency area-

clearance strategy, improved collision checking to also cover near misses, better quality five-axis 

machining and more efficient raster finishing. 

The Vortex area-clearance strategy produces safe toolpaths with a much deeper cut by using a controlled 

http://www.delcam.tv/pm2015
http://www.delcam.tv/fc2015
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engagement angle that maintains the optimum cutting conditions for the whole toolpath.  As a result, 

higher feed rates and material-removal rates are possible, making the cutting time shorter by as much as 

70%.  In addition, cutting is undertaken at a more consistent volume-removal rate and at a near constant 

feed rate, so extending tool life and protecting the machine.  

Two enhancements in PowerMILL 2015 will give even greater reductions in machining time with 

Vortex compared to conventional roughing. The first change allows toolpaths to approach the part from 

outside the stock at the cutting height, both for open pockets and in areas where earlier cuts have made 

this possible.  Previously, all entry moves had to be made by plunging onto the surface or by ramping 

into the material. 

The second change allows an increased feed rate to be set for non-cutting moves. The default value is set 

at double the rate for the cutting moves but this can be altered as required for each machine tool.  The 

extra time that can be saved depends on the shape of the part but an additional saving of around 20% 

should be expected above the earlier releases of Vortex. 

Another problem in previous versions of PowerMILL was that unnecessary lifts could be added to area-

clearance toolpaths when the cutter moved outside the stock or close to its edge.  Changes to the 

roughing algorithm in PowerMILL 2015 have reduced the number of lifts per toolpath slice to the 

minimum needed and so made area clearance much more efficient. 

Companies using PowerMILL for either positional or continuous five-axis machining can benefit from 

improvements to the collision checking within the software.  Firstly, collision checking has been 

changed so that warnings can also be flagged for near misses.  The user can now specify a clearance 

value and, when the machine tool comes within this value, it will turn yellow in colour to highlight a 

near miss.  Collisions are still be shown by a change of colour to red. 

Secondly, the display showing the list of collisions, and now near misses as well, has been updated to be 

easier to read, making it simpler to extrapolate the coordinates at these points.  For near misses, the 

clearance distance is shown in the display, with the distance shown as zero for collisions. 

Another improvement will help companies using four- or five-axis machines with trunnions or similar 

tilting tables.  Previous PowerMILL toolpaths could exhibit unwanted changes of azimuth as the cutting 

tool approached a position vertical to the part.  This would slow down the machine, often to the extent 

that a witness mark would be left on the surface.  New options are now available to specify the 

information used by PowerMILL to distribute the toolpath points so that the machine’s gimbal-lock 

position is avoided and a smoother motion results. 

Raster finishing has also been improved in PowerMILL 2015, with the software now able to set 

automatically the most appropriate angle for each region of the part.  In previous versions, the user had 

to select each area and specify the angle manually.  The new option, which provides the same 

functionality that already existed for steep-and-shallow finishing and face milling, is most beneficial 

when finishing a series of pockets aligned in different directions. 

A number of improvements have been made to the PowerMILL interface.  Most important is a clearer 

form for the strategy selector that makes navigation easier when choosing which strategy to use.  It has 

also been made easier to create folders of strategies, for example, those most suitable for a particular 

machine tool, material or type of part, and to add and remove strategies from those folders. 

Finally, three new curve-creation options have been added to the curve editor – ellipse, spiral and 

helix.  These options can be used to create patterns or boundaries when generating toolpaths. 
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Granta Promotes Latest Software to Apply Materials Data to Real-Life Engineering Problems at 

Advanced Engineering UK 2014 Show 

28 October 2014 

 

At this year’s Advanced Engineering UK show (NEC, Birmingham 11-12 Nov) Granta Design will be 

promoting on its booth (D17) the latest GRANTA MI Version 8 software, which helps engineering 

enterprises to manage and apply vital materials data, ensuring quality, gaining time, and avoiding risk in 

the engineering process. The Granta team will also demonstrate CES Selector™ 2015, which provides 

updated tools that help materials experts and product development teams to make more effective 

materials decisions.   

GRANTA MI enables companies in sectors including aerospace, automotive, energy, industrial and 

consumer equipment, and medical devices to manage their proprietary data on composites, metals, 

plastics, and other materials. They can combine this data with authoritative reference data, creating a 

single, trusted source for corporate materials information. At the Advanced Engineering show, Granta 

will demonstrate the latest MI:Materials Gateway technology, which integrates this information into 

CAD, CAE, and PLM software (supported systems include: Autodesk Inventor, Abaqus/CAE, ANSYS, 

CATIA, NX, Pro/ENGINEER and Creo, Teamcenter, and Windchill). Visitors to the Granta booth will 

also see the new MI:Product Intelligence tools, which apply materials data to assess and avoid 

regulatory and environmental product risk. And further new Version 8 features, which will be fully 

announced in November, will be on display. 

CES Selector™ is a desktop PC software package that enables engineers to find, plot, compare, and 

apply materials property data, particularly for material selection and substitution. The 2015 edition 

includes new tools that make it even easier to specify engineering requirements during materials 

selection, aiding solution of real-life engineering problems.  Other benefits include enhanced export of 

material property information for use in FEA; new and extended data supporting metals equivalency 

studies; and improved data coverage of plastics, medical materials, and composites. For those concerned 

about environmental and supply risk, additional resources include enhanced traceability of eco data and 

new data on critical materials and related risk factors. 

Visitors to Granta’s booth will also be able to find out about two Granta consortia: the new Automotive 

Material Intelligence Consortium (‘AutoMatIC’), and the Material Data Management Consortium 

(MDMC). AutoMatIC, which holds its first meeting on Oct 23 in Paris hosted by PSA Peugeot Citroën, 

now includes General Motors, Jaguar Land Rover, KSPG AG, and PSA within its membership. 

AutoMatlC is targeting material challenges including lightweighting and emissions reduction, supply 

chain risk, and integrating materials into design, simulation, and PLM strategy.  The MDMC recently 

held its 24thmeeting hosted by United Technologies Corp. subsidiary, Pratt & Whitney; now at Phase 

IV, MDMC has created new tools to deploy materials data for use in design and simulation, and new 

capabilities to manage information relating to composites and advanced materials. The new phase will 

focus on further improvements in the efficiency of materials data management and on helping members 

to apply this data for greater impact. 
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Lectra to speak at Apparel's Business & Technology Leadership Conference 

28 October 2014 

 

Lectra will present on technology innovations at an upcoming technology leadership event dedicated to 

advancing the fashion and apparel manufacturing industries. 

Lectra will lead a series of interactive discussions on the industry's most pressing design and 

development challenges and then allow attendees to determine the course of the rest of the presentation. 

Attendees will have the option of learning more about using consumer insights and sales data in the 

product development process; how 3D technology is blending the physical and digital worlds to create 

better designs; or the importance of planning a line that takes into account sales performance, financial 

goals and market trends. 

The event, to be held at the Roosevelt Hotel in New York City on October 30, attracts leading apparel 

brand, retail and manufacturing executives. It is produced by Apparel Magazine, a recognized authority 

in the industry and offers attendees expert market and business insights as well as guidance on the 

strategic use of technology.  

"At Apparel's Business & Technology Leadership Conference, we are pleased to host a number of 

leading solution providers, including Lectra, who not only educate our audience on market-right 

technologies, but also contribute valuable content and guidance as well, such as through the Technology 

Topic Briefing sessions," commented Susan Nichols, Publisher of Apparel Magazine. 

"Lectra is pleased to continue our strong partnership with Apparel. Through our participation at this 

event, we will share insights and best-practice solutions to help companies transform and support change 

management, based on more than 40 years of expertise in fashion and apparel," said Roy Shurling, 

President of Lectra North America. 
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NAFEMS Announces Dassault Systèmes as Platinum Sponsor of the 2015 NAFEMS World Congress 

27 October 2014 

 

NAFEMS has announced that Dassault Systèmes, which delivers a scalable portfolio of Realistic 

Simulation, Optimization, and Simulation Process Management solutions under the SIMULIA brand, 

will be the platinum sponsor of the 2015 NAFEMS World Congress (NWC15). 

The 2015 World Congress, being held in San Diego, California between June 21st and 24th will include 

over 150 presentations in more than 40 sessions, representing the most comprehensive and wide-ranging 

collection of analysis and simulation specific papers available from one independent, international event. 

The event will also be held in conjunction with the 2nd International SPDM (Simulation Process & Data 

Management Conference), providing attendees with the opportunity to access both events with a single 

registration. 

“As a global member of NAFEMS and Platinum Sponsor of the 2015 NAFEMS World Congress, 

Dassault Systèmes is committed to empowering the global simulation community to enhance their 

engineering, business and innovation leadership through the use of proven simulation 

technologies,” said Sumanth Kumar, Vice President, SIMULIA Portfolio Experience, Dassault 

http://www.nafems.org/congress/
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Systèmes. “We are also committed to enhancing and expanding our simulation portfolio to address a full 

range of engineering challenges from multiphysics to multiscale to managing and securing simulation 

IP.” 

Since 2013, Dassault Systèmes has added to its SIMULIA portfolio technologies from Safe Technology 

Ltd for durability, FE-Design for expanded optimization capabilities, Simpoe for injection molding, and 

most recently SIMPACK to drive innovation through multibody dynamic simulation. “We are pleased to 

have the opportunity to share and discuss these technologies with the global community at the 2015 

Congress,” added Kumar. 

Tim Morris, NAFEMS’ CEO, added, “We are delighted to welcome Dassault Systèmes as Platinum 

Sponsor of our biennial World Congress. For the past four congresses we have received a great deal of 

support from their SIMULIA brand. We appreciate the trust that they place in us, and we look forward 

to having them on board for the event in San Diego next year”. 

With a wide-ranging program of keynote speakers, technical session, workshops, round-tables and free 

training courses, the importance of the World Congress for the simulation and analysis community is 

plain to see. “The NAFEMS World Congress is a global event, in the true sense of the word”, Morris 

continued. “As well as delegates and presenters travelling from all over the world to attend, the event 

also aims to give a comprehensive overview of current best practice and important issues in the 

simulation, modelling and analysis community. The caliber of papers and presentations, combined with 

the training courses and workshops included in the delegate fee, gives attendees an unrivalled insight 

into the use of simulation across every industry, from every part of the world. We truly believe that this 

is the key event of 2015 for anyone involved in analysis and simulation at any level”. 

As many as six parallel tracks will run over the four days of the Congress, covering topics including; 

Structural Analysis; Computational Fluid Dynamics; Dynamics & Testing; Multi-body Simulation; 

Analysis Management; Business Issues; Simulation Data Management; CAD CAE Integration; 

Materials; Composites; Life Sciences; Geotechnical & Foundation Engineering; Confidence in Results; 

Multiphysics; Electrical; e-Mobility; Systems Modelling & Simulation; Methods; Emerging Issues; 

Computing; High Performance Computing; Optimization; Manufacturing Processes; Stochastics; 

Education & Training 

A number of short-courses will also be available free to all delegates, as well as several workshops and 

special sessions on specific topics. 

 

The NAFEMS World Congress is the only event dedicated to showcasing the state-of-the-art and state-

of-practice in the simulation world in an impartial forum, open to everyone with an interest in how to 

benefit most from their use of simulation. With the call for abstracts currently open until November 17th 

2014, there is an opportunity for all those interested in presenting to submit their paper summary for 

consideration at www.nafems.org/congress  
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Tata Technologies Hosts Manufacturing Simulation Seminar, Mastering Finite Element Analysis 

27 October 2014 
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Join Tata Technologies, premier Autodesk Gold Partner, during a one day seminar on Tuesday, 

November 11 at the Inn at St. Johns in Plymouth, Mich. to gain expert insight on Finite Element 

Analysis(FEA). 

FEA is a computerized method for predicting how a product reacts to real-world forces, vibration, heat, 

fluid flow, and other physical effects, to show whether a product will break, wear out, or work the way it 

was designed. FEA simulation enables engineers and designers to proactively innovate and design better 

products. 

Led by international author and FEA speaker, Vince Adams, the seminar will cover all aspects of the 

technology and provide expert tips for mastering its various features including key concepts, boundary 

conditions, simplifying CAD, material properties and results interpretation. 

Adams is a consultant, instructor, and advocate for FEA in product design for over 20 years. He has 

written three books on the subject, including "Building Better Products with Finite Element Analysis," 

and numerous articles for Desktop Engineering & Design News magazines. Prior to focusing on 

simulation, Adams was a design engineer and engineering manager accumulating numerous patents, 

many due to novel uses of and learning first-hand the importance of properly applied simulation for 

improved innovation. He currently leads the initiative for growth and development of mechanical 

simulation at Autodesk globally. 

Event Information:  

When: Tuesday, November 11; 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.  

How: CLICK HERE TO REGISTER  

Where: The Inn at St. Johns  

             44045 5 Mile Rd.  

             Plymouth, Mich. 

Event Agenda:  

8:00-8:30 Registration & Networking *Breakfast Provided*  

8:30 - 8:45 Introductions and Agenda Review  

8:45 - 10:00 Key concepts, Definitions, Analysis Planning  

10:00-10:30 Starting with the right CAD model - Tips for creating and simplifying CAD  

10:30-10:45 Break  

10:45-11:30 Boundary Conditions - How to ensure your loads and constraints model reality  

11:30-Noon Material properties - What do they mean, where do you get them, what do you 

need  

Noon-1:00 Lunch *provided*  

1:00-2:00 Meshing your model - Element Type, mesh convergence, mesh quality  

2:00-2:30 Pre-Solve checks & common solution errors  

2:30-2:45 Break  

2:45 -3:30 Interpreting results - Result quantities, failure theories, result quality checks  

3:30-4:3 Correlating to Test Results - Guidelines for testing, when the test might be wrong, 

planning test with the analysis  

4:30-5:00 Innovating with FEA - How to use simulation to proactively design better 

products  

5:00-5:30 Wrap up and open discussion 
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Tata Technologies Showcases Additive Manufacturing, Online Training at Autodesk University 2014 

30 October 2014 

 

Join Tata Technologies, premier Autodesk Gold Partner, at Autodesk University 2014 for three days of 

learning, innovation, certification, and networking. This unique experience will provide design and 

engineering professionals from across the US and the world with advanced training, greater 

understanding of new products and technologies, and access to leading industry experts to sharpen their 

skills. Tata Technologies will be demonstrating how through the use of Autodesk Digital Prototyping 

Solutions, professionals can achieve advanced additive manufacturing techniques and procedures. 

Streamlining the product development process from start to finish, Autodesk Digital Prototyping 

Solutions eliminate the barriers between the user and innovation. 

Tata Technologies Application Engineer Drew Tucker will lead a course on additive manufacturing at 

AU 2014 on Wednesday December 3, from 4:30-5:30 p.m. An expert in plastics manufacturing and 

rapid prototyping, Tucker will highlight this manufacturing process to offer a deeper understanding of 

current 3D printing techniques, capabilities and limitations of the technology. 

Other exciting presentations at this year’s AU 2014 include a compelling keynote address by Autodesk 

CEO Carl Bass and Autodesk CTO Jeff Kowalski. The keynote will highlight today's most compelling 

trends in design and technology, and explore how new mindsets, skillsets, and toolsets are changing the 

way customers imagine, design, and create; ushering in a new era of making. 

AU 2014 will take place at the Mandalay Bay Expo Center in Las Vegas NV from December 2-4, 2014. 

To learn about the Tata Technologies “Training Done Intelligently Different” online training program, 

and how its experts are driving manufacturing and design industries forward, visit the Tata 

Technologies i GET IT Online Training Team at booth #244, located in the AU Exhibitor Hall. 
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Financial News 

9-Month Figures 2014: Nemetschek Successfully Continues Profitable Growth Path 

30 October 2014 

 

The Nemetschek Group was again able to continue its profitable growth path in the third quarter of 2014 

and substantially improve its earnings despite acquisition costs for Bluebeam. Group revenues rose 

overall in the first nine months of 2014 by 14.3 % to EUR 153.5 million (previous year: EUR 134.2 

million). On a quarterly basis, they generated revenues amounting to EUR 51.2 million, representing 

growth of 11.9 % compared to the previous year's quarter (EUR 45.8 million). The operating result 

again climbed above-proportionally compared to revenues. In total, earnings before interest, taxes, 

depreciation and amortization (EBITDA) increased in the first nine months of 2014 to EUR 38.8 million 

(previous year: EUR 31.8 million), which represents a rise of 22.1 %. The EBITDA margin improved 

within one year from 23.7 % to 25.3 %. From a quarterly perspective they were able to increase the 

EBITDA in the third quarter to EUR 13.2 million, a rise of 16.0 % compared to the previous year's 

http://www.prweb.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cDovL3d3dy50YXRhdGVjaG5vbG9naWVzLmNvbS9hdXRvZGVzay8=
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quarter. Net income for the year (Group shares) improved significantly as of September 30, 2014: at 

EUR 22.3 million, this was 33.7 % higher than in the prior year (EUR 16.7 million). Accordingly, the 

earnings per share rose from EUR 1.74 in the previous year to EUR 2.32. On a quarterly basis, net 

income for the year (Group shares) rose by 25.3 % to EUR 7.9 million, which corresponds to earnings 

per share of EUR 0.82 (previous year: EUR 0.66).  

To view an unabridged version of this press release, visit: 

http://www.nemetschek.com/fileadmin/user_upload/Veroeffentlichungen/Corporate_News/2014_10_30

_EN_Nemetschek_AG.pdf  

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Agilent Technologies to Host Webcast of Fourth-Quarter Fiscal Year 2014 Financial Results 

Conference Call 

31 October 2014 

 

Agilent Technologies Inc. will release fourth-quarter fiscal 2014 financial results after the stock market 

closes on Nov. 17. The company will host a live webcast of its investor conference call in listen-only 

mode. 

Date: Monday, Nov. 17 

Time: 2:30 p.m. PST 

Web access: http://www.investor.agilent.com 

Listeners may log on and select "Q4 2014 Agilent Technologies Inc. Earnings Conference Call" in the 

"News & Events - Calendar of Events" section. The webcast will remain on the company site for 90 

days. 

In addition, a telephone replay of the conference call will be available at approximately 5:30 p.m. PST 

on Nov. 17 through Nov. 24 by dialing +1 855 859 2056 (or +1 404 537 3406 from outside the United 

States) and entering pass code 5848337. 
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Arena's Brisk Growth Continues in Q3 2014 Enterprise Customer Deal Size Doubles 

27 October 2014 

 

Arena Solutions today announced strong year-over-year growth in Q3 2014 over Q3 2013, especially in 

the enterprise segment, where average deal size more than doubled. Overall, subscriptions from new 

customers grew 140 percent in Q3 2014 over the same period last year. 

Arena experienced an impressive 61 percent increase in net new subscriptions over that same period, the 

best in the company's history. Net new subscriptions growth measures the total increase in all 

subscriptions – new customer subscriptions plus renewals and expansions – minus any cancellations. 

Once again, Arena's exceptional growth was influenced by the rapid adoption of the new products Arena 

has released over the past year, including Quality, Exchange, Demand,  API and Projects,  

"The market is clearly embracing the broader PLM product footprint we've added to our solution over 

http://www.nemetschek.com/fileadmin/user_upload/Veroeffentlichungen/Corporate_News/2014_10_30_EN_Nemetschek_AG.pdf
http://www.nemetschek.com/fileadmin/user_upload/Veroeffentlichungen/Corporate_News/2014_10_30_EN_Nemetschek_AG.pdf
http://www.investor.agilent.com/
http://www.arenasolutions.com/products/bomcontrol/features/quality-management/
http://www.arenasolutions.com/products/exchange/
http://www.arenasolutions.com/products/bomcontrol/features/demand-analysis
http://www.arenasolutions.com/products/bomcontrol/integrations/api
http://www.arenasolutions.com/products/bomcontrol/features/project-management
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the past 12 months," said Craig Livingston, CEO at Arena Solutions. "And we will continue to add new 

features that uniquely differentiate Arena in the PLM market, such as the release of Arena Scribe, a next 

generation collaboration platform that enables our customers to collaborate with their internal teams, 

external suppliers and partners on individual items within the product record — all with a familiar social 

look and feel. Today, customers expect much more from their PLM system than as a place for the BOM 

to live. It's becoming the central hub for broad communications within the supply chain about the 

product record and is one of the reasons Arena customers consistently deliver their innovative products 

to market faster than their competitors." 

New customers added in Q3 2014 include: 

 Advanced Oncotherapy, PLC is a developer and provider of the next generation of particle 

therapy systems that makes radiation less toxic for cancer patients. 

 Actiontec Electronics develops broadband solutions that connect people to the Internet, 

including whole home wireless solutions, wireless video and display devices, gigabit Ethernet 

fiber routers, and high speed VDSL gateways. 

 Authentix provides brand protection, product authentication, supply chain security, excise tax 

recovery, banknote authentication and banknote fitness solutions to governments, Fortune 500 

companies and central banks around the world. 

 Blue Microphones produces a family of audio tools that not only look inspiring, but sound like 

nothing else on the planet. 

 DEKA, which was founded by renowned inventor, Dean Kamen, focuses on the development of 

radical new technologies that span a diverse set of applications. 

 Motion Solutions, manufactures the industry's largest selection of custom Electromechanical 

Linear Actuators, ranging in capacity from 40 to 1,500 lbs. 

 R.J. Corman Railpower builds environmentally friendly hybrid and genset yard locomotives. 

 Tempronics develops solid-state thermoelectric devices that heat, cool, and generate electricity 

and can be easily integrated into everyday products like chairs, beds, and automobiles. 

 VTS Medical Systems, LLC produces a wide range of custom electronic devices for clients in 

the medical field, including high quality surgical grade LCD displays, headlight cameras and 

3CCD cameras, video capture systems and fiber optic audio, video and control transmission 

equipment. 

"This was a terrific quarter for Arena," said Ken Bozzini, CFO at Arena Solutions. "Our company's 

commitment to listening to and exceeding our customers' highest expectations of both product 

functionality and the service level we provide has been rewarded with robust growth. And as we 

continuously improve in all areas, we expect our growth trajectory to continue rising as well." 
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Lectra First Nine Months of 2014: Increase in Revenues, Income from Operations and Free Cash 

Flow 

30 October 2014 
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Lectra’s Board of Directors, chaired by André Harari, reviewed the unaudited consolidated financial 

statements for the third quarter and first nine months of 2014. (Unless stated otherwise, comparisons 

between 2014 and 2013 are like-for-like).  

Q3 2014: Increase in Revenues, Income from Operations and Net Income  

Orders for new systems totaled €23.7 million; they were €19 million and €24.8 million respectively in 

Q1 and Q2 2014. They were up €0.9 million (+4%) compared with Q3 2013, the highest quarter of that 

year. New software licenses (€5.7 million) increased by 26%; CAD/CAM equipment (€14.7 million) 

decreased by 4%, while training and consulting (€2.7 million) rose by 13%. Revenues (€53.8 million) 

were up 6% (+6% at actual exchange rates). Revenues from new systems sales (€23.3 million) increased 

by €2 million (+9%), while recurring revenues (€30.5 million) rose by €0.9 million (+3%).  

Income from operations (€7.3 million) is up €1 million (+17%), like-for-like. At actual exchange rates, 

income from operations increased by €1.2 million (+20%) and net income (€5.1 million) was up €0.8 

million (+20%). Free cash flow (€2.7 million) increased by €0.8 million.  

To view an unabridged version of this press release, visit: 

http://www.lectra.com/binaries/Lectra_PressRelease_Q3_2014_tcm31-241336.pdf  
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Implementation Investments 

AP Raicam Selects Aras and Minerva Quick Start for Enterprise Product Lifecycle Management 

30 October 2014 

 

Aras® today announced that AP Raicam, a global supplier of passenger car and commercial vehicle 

clutches both for Original Equipment and Aftermarket, has selected the Aras solution suite for enterprise 

PLM. AP Raicam will leverage Aras to streamline collaborative product development across the 

enterprise and supply chain to pursue a ‘design anywhere, manufacture anywhere’ strategy in support of 

rapid company growth and global expansion. 

To achieve its goals, AP Raicam will implement multiple Aras solutions, including Advanced Product 

Data Management, Configuration Management, Change Management, APQP and CAPA Management, 

Requirements Management, and Design Partner Collaboration. 

Working with Aras gold certified partner Minerva, AP Raicam  will implement Aras Innovator® with 

Minerva Quick Start to manage product data and collaborative design processes. “We are excited to 

address our enterprise-wide PLM needs with Aras Innovator,” said Simon Jayes, Engineering Manager 

at AP Raicam. “The Aras Innovator suite is much faster to implement than traditional PLM solutions 

and flexibly addresses our broad and evolving requirements for the ‘design anywhere, manufacture 

anywhere’ strategy. Together with Minerva’s Quick Start we will get off and running with a strong 

implementation baseline, enabling us to focus on extending the collaboration process from the start.” 

AP Raicam has recently garnered significant OEM supplier contracts with the majority of top 

commercial vehicle OEMs demonstrating excellence in their designs. By implementing Aras PLM for 

the enterprise, AP Raicam is demonstrating their commitment to expanding their global footprint by 

investing in facilities, state of the art manufacturing and innovative technology while remaining focused 

on maintaining customer intimacy, product quality and on time delivery. For more information please 

http://www.lectra.com/binaries/Lectra_PressRelease_Q3_2014_tcm31-241336.pdf


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 33 

visit http://www.apclutch.com/index.asp. 

The Aras framework is ideally suited for the design anywhere, build anywhere goals of AP Raicam,” 

said Peter Schroer, President of Aras. “We are extremely pleased that the Aras Innovator suite and 

Minerva will play an integral part in AP Raicam’s strategy of continuous engineering and design chain 

improvements in a highly scalable and flexible environment.” 
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From the 3D Printer into Space  

28 October 2014 

 

Altair announced today that RUAG Space, with the support of Altair ProductDesign, has built a 

redesigned, optimized antenna support for an Earth observation satellite, to be produced using industrial 

additive manufacturing, or 3D printing. The objective was to create an aluminum component that would 

be significantly stiffer while at the same time lighter, taking full advantage of the design freedom 

afforded by 3D printing. 

To redesign and optimize the antenna, engineers used Altair HyperWorks® solver OptiStruct®, 

guaranteeing a load-sufficient material distribution. For the design, engineers used solidThinking 

Evolve®. Design freeze was reached after only four weeks. The component was then manufactured with 

a 3D printer, with no need of further design adjustments. Using topology optimization in conjunction 

with additive manufacturing, the team achieved elite weight and stiffness performance characteristics 

not possible using conventional analysis and manufacturing techniques. 

EOS, the German market leader in the area of industrial 3D printing, contributed its additive 

manufacturing expertise, handling the manufacturing of the aluminum components. Weight reduction is 

a decisive factor in the space industry since the lighter a satellite is, the less it costs to launch. Some 40 

centimeters long, the antenna support is one of the longest metal components ever produced using the 

powder bed manufacturing method. To check that the new support is ready for use in space, it is 

currently undergoing a battery of intensive qualification tests that are scheduled to be completed by the 

end of the year. 

"Our goal is to equip one of the future Sentinel-1 satellites with antenna support components that have 

been manufactured using an industrial 3D printer," explained Michael Pavloff, Chief Technical Officer 

at RUAG Space. He went on to add that the production of this antenna support was by no means a one-

off. "3D printing has enormous potential for our business, and we are currently in the process of 

developing further space applications. In the future it will be possible to create entire satellite structures 

using a 3D printer. This means that electrical harnesses, reflectors, heating pipes, and other assemblies 

that today still have to be manufactured individually could then be integrated directly into the structural 

elements," Pavloff concludes. 

RUAG Space has been conducting intensive research and development work on how to print objects in 

three dimensions since 2013. Making a metal 3D print involves building up layers of powder and joining 

them together to form the desired shape in an automated process of laser sintering. 

"At Altair we were delighted to contribute to such a significant milestone in satellite design. The 

collaboration with RUAG Space and EOS allowed us to deliver even more innovative end-to-end design 

and optimization processes to exploit the benefits of additive manufacturing," said Pietro Cervellera, 

http://www.apclutch.com/index.asp
http://globalmessaging2.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7838204&adr_order=17&url=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5hbHRhaXIuY29tLw%3D%3D
http://globalmessaging2.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7838204&adr_order=17&url=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5hbHRhaXJwZC5jb20v
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Managing Director Altair GmbH. 

The project will be presented today at the ESA Conference in Noordwijk, Netherlands and during the 

Altair-hosted Additive Manufacturing Design and Engineering Symposium on Nov. 26 at EuroMold 

2014. Further information on the symposium and a registration form may be found here.  
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Tianchen selects AVEVA E3D to Optimise Design Processes 

28 October 2014 

 

AVEVA today announced that Tianchen, one of China’s largest engineering contractors serving the 

chemical processing industry, has selected AVEVA Everything3D (AVEVA E3D) as its 3D design 

solution.  The decision was based on the solution’s advanced graphics, impressive collaboration 

functionality and its ease of use. 

AVEVA E3D is the cornerstone of AVEVA’s Integrated Engineering & Design solution. This facilitates 

rapid project start up, design efficiency, standards compliance and removes rework by enabling right 

first time fabrication and construction.  Tianchen had been working with AVEVA PDMS software for 

over a decade and this migration is a major step forward in increasing the efficiency of their design 

capabilities. 

‘The open and flexible nature of AVEVA E3D is one of the major benefits we see to using this 

technology,’ explained Mr. Jiao Gongshe, IT director, Tianchen. ‘We need a solution that combines 

advanced 3D design capabilities, is easy to use and must be fully compatible with our existing AVEVA 

PDMS software.  Additionally, AVEVA E3D will enable project team members from different 

disciplines to work globally to improve overall project quality.’ 

‘AVEVA E3D not only offers best-in-class productivity in 3D engineering design, it also enables rapid, 

automated generation of accurate and fully detailed design deliverables,’ stated Paul Eveleigh, Executive 

Vice president, Asia Pacific, AVEVA. ‘For any firm looking to boost its project efficiency and the 

quality of its engineering design it is the market-leading solution.  It was its high productivity, together 

with its ease of deployment and powerful collaboration tools that quickly convinced Tianchen that 

AVEVA E3D is the right choice.’ 

AVEVA E3D is AVEVA’s premier, multi-discipline, 3D plant design solution. It combines the latest 3D 

graphics and user interface technologies with state-of-the-art data management to deliver the most 

comprehensive, productive and tightly integrated 3D plant design solution available. 
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Product News 
 

3D Systems Delivers Entirely New Design Freedoms with Launch of Geomagic® Sculpt and Touch 

29 October 2014 

 

http://globalmessaging2.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7838204&adr_order=17&url=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5hbHRhaXIuZGUvRXZlbnREZXRhaWwuYXNweD9ldmVudF9pZD01NDEzJmV2ZW50%0AX2N1bHR1cmU9R2xvYmFsJnJlZ2lvbj1HZXJtYW55JmRhdGVfbG9jYXRpb25faWQ9MzcwMw%3D%3D
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3D Systems announced today the immediate availability of its new Geomagic
®
 Sculpt

TM
 3D modeling 

software with Touch
TM

 haptic 3D stylus. Geomagic Sculpt erases the boundaries of solid modeling, 

empowering the freedom of designing complex, curvy and organic shapes. With precise positioning 

input and instant force feedback that mimics the sense of physical sculpting, the Touch 3D stylus adds 

the ability to literally feel what is being created. Touch uses the power of haptics to allow users to feel 

every shape, every texture and every curve in design creations. Together, they are the most intuitive way 

to design functional and beautiful products, and enhance existing product design workflows. 

Watch Scotty Ziegler, master designer, artist, and inventor, use Geomagic Sculpt and Touch to bring his 

ideas to reality. 

Geomagic Sculpt with Touch 3D Stylus Features: 

Virtual Clay Modeling – Harness the power of virtual clay to easily create exquisitely complex and 

organic forms. Enjoy the ability to tug, ridge, emboss and form just like real clay. Unlock intuitive 

design potential when you can feel the model using the Touch. 

Seamlessly Beautify Your CAD Models – Geomagic Sculpt works alongside your current CAD 

software, so you can design like never before while working within established workflows. Geomagic 

Sculpt completes your design suite by adding unconstrained geometry to your existing 3D modeling 

tools. 

Multi-representational Design Freedom – Geomagic Sculpt is the only software that combines the 

benefits of voxel modeling and Sub Divisional (SubD) surface modeling with dimension-driven sketch 

tools. You can create exactly the geometry you envision, using constraints where you need to and 

omitting them where you don’t. 

Incredible Detailing Tools - Fine tune even the smallest elements and make your products stand out. 

Geomagic Sculpt lets you bake textures of any complexity into virtual clay and perfect them for the 

ideal look and feel. Design flourishes, which are often impossible in CAD, are simple to do in Sculpt – 

just import any image and go. 

3D Print Ready - Always be ready for 3D printing with Geomagic Sculpt’s voxel-based modeling 

engine. Coupled with its automatic 3D printability analysis, Geomagic Sculpt lets you optimize designs 

on the fly for printing and will even check for common printability issues like feature size and 

proximity, flagging them so you can make changes before you print. 
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Aconex Launches Connected BIM for Project-Wide Model Collaboration 

30 October 2014 

 

Aconex today launched Aconex Connected BIM. This new product extends the Aconex platform to 

manage building information modeling (BIM) data and processes for project-wide collaboration 

between design and construction teams and handover to the owner. 

“BIM and VDC are transforming the way that capital projects are delivered,” said Rob Phillpot, senior 

vice president of product and engineering and co-founder of Aconex. “The industry is moving rapidly 

from 2D drawings and files to multidimensional models and data, as BIM adoption accelerates globally. 

http://3dsystems.com/
http://www.geomagic.com/en/products/sculpt/overview/
http://www.geomagic.com/en/products/sculpt/overview/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZvOXyOhZVIM&feature=youtu.be
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On many projects today, its use is limited to designers with specialized modeling tools during the design 

phase of the project. While BIM improves design and constructability, the other 90% of the project team 

are disconnected from model data during the construction and handover phases. 

“Aconex now connects all participants with BIM data and processes project-wide, enabling project 

teams to share, consume and enrich models on a single integrated collaboration platform in the cloud. 

From their web browsers and mobile devices, design and construction teams can resolve issues early and 

produce a fully documented visualization of the project that is ready for operation at handover. With a 

complete and accurate set of interconnected project data outside the model, owners can reduce operating 

costs, which account for up to 75% of total asset lifecycle costs.2 Aconex Connected BIM fulfills BIM’s 

true promise – improved efficiency, reduced risk, faster delivery, higher-quality built assets, and easier 

operability.” 

Since 2001, the Aconex platform, which powers Aconex Connected BIM, has supported the successful 

delivery of more than A$800 billion worth of projects worldwide. The platform is currently used to 

manage over 1.5 million BIM models for Aconex customer projects. This figure has increased at a 

compound annual growth rate of nearly 200% over the last six years. 

Collaborative Model Management at the Object Level 

With Aconex Connected BIM, designers for specific disciplines can create and modify models in their 

native authoring tools and use simple software plug-ins to publish them in the Aconex BIM Cloud. On 

the platform, all members of the project team – other designers, engineers, consultants, contractors, 

subcontractors, and owners – can view, distribute, mark up, and contribute to model data at the object 

level. This coordinated process supports timely detection of clashes and optimizes constructability. 

As the project moves through design and into construction, team members can link each object in the 

model with relevant project documents, communications and workflows. For example, a mechanical 

subcontractor can tag a pump with an operating manual or a commissioning sheet. Project team 

members can issue an RFI or a design query regarding that pump for timely resolution with a complete 

audit trail. 

Designers can continue using their native authoring tools for design updates via the software plug-ins. 

The Aconex platform supports Open BIM, including IFC (Industry Foundation Classes). At practical 

completion, a comprehensive and accurate set of interrelated project information – including the model, 

all of the documentation associated with each of its objects, and an audit trail – can be handed over to 

the owner for operation. 

Key Features and Functions 

Aconex Connected BIM provides a range of capabilities that combine the proven advantages of the 

Aconex platform with the requirements of collaborative BIM management: 

 Open BIM standards 

 Secure, cloud-based platform – no software installation required 

 Fast viewing of large sets of merged models in web browsers – without specialized BIM tools or 

local software – and access on mobile devices 

 Version control to avoid errors based on out-of-date models 

 Real-time merging, collation and separation of component models for specific disciplines 

 Shared viewpoints and mark-ups for model review, feedback and resolution 

 Interrogation of models for clashes and coordination issues 
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 Linkage of formal project communications such as RFIs with objects for resolution of clashes 

and issues 

 Handover of operation and maintenance (O&M) data within models. 

For more information, see Aconex Connected BIM. Or watch videos on the product and its deployment 

by Probuild. 

Also Launched Today – Dynamic Manuals 

In a related announcement today, the company launched Dynamic Manuals, a mobile solution for 

owners and their facility management teams to manage digital operation and maintenance (O&M) 

manuals in the secure cloud. Dynamic Manuals is the newest member of the Aconex Handover suite, 

which also includes Digital Manuals and Smart Manuals for delivering digital O&M manuals at 

handover. 

Aconex Connected BIM and Dynamic Manuals reflect the company’s strategy of transforming project 

delivery and handover through the integration of cloud, project-wide collaboration, mobility, and BIM. 
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Arena 2014 Fall Release Now Available 

29 October 2014 

 

Arena Solutions today announced the immediate availability of its Fall 2014 release. This new release 

includes new products, Arena Scribe and Arena DataExtract, as well as significant enhancements 

to Arena Quality. These newly available products will speed customers' time to market by enabling real-

time communication and providing a fast, efficient tool for extracting process data from Arena PLM to 

an OEM's analytic tools. 

Arena Scribe gives customers an easy-to-use collaboration platform that enables comment and 

collaboration in the context of each individual process or record in Arena PLM. The design and 

manufacturing team can collaborate with one another and with any number of suppliers with  all 

conversations captured, eliminating the need to search through an endless string of disparate email 

threads to unearth information from a previous exchange. 

Arena DataExtract enables customers to extract all process data to a standard flat file format, which can 

be analyzed using a variety of analytic tools. With this data, customers can identify trends, solve 

problems and find efficiencies that had previously remained hidden. 

Finally, the Arena Fall 2014 release includes significant enhancements to Arena Quality, a module 

released earlier this year that brings visibility, cross-functional team collaboration, and long-term 

tracking of quality resolutions directly into the product record so that everyone, from OEM team 

members to the extended supply chain, can participate in the quality process. 

"In today's fast-paced marketplace, product companies and their ever growing network of suppliers must 

collaborate effectively to resolve issues quickly," said Steve Chalgren, vice president of product 

management and strategy at Arena. "Confusion creates delays and increases scrap and rework, which 

can result in late releases and lost revenue. Our Fall Release will give customers tools to collaborate 

transparently and efficiently within their own organizations and with their supply chain, and to access 

the data they need to analyze trends and identify hidden efficiencies." 

http://www.aconex.com/bim-management
http://info.aconex.com/video-connected-BIM-demo.html
http://info.aconex.com/video-case-study-Probuild-Aleks-2.html
http://info.aconex.com/video-case-study-Probuild-Aleks-2.html
http://www.aconex.com/news/press-release/aconex-launches-dynamic-manuals-mobile-handover
http://www.arenasolutions.com/products/plm/features/supplier-collaboration/
http://www.arenasolutions.com/arena-dataextract/
http://www.arenasolutions.com/products/plm/features/quality-management/
http://www.arenasolutions.com/products/plm/features/supplier-collaboration/
http://www.arenasolutions.com/arena-dataextract/
http://www.arenasolutions.com/products/plm/features/quality-management/
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AViCAD 2104 Adds Hundreds of Improvements with Recent CAD Software Release 

31 October 2014 

 

AViCAD.com today updated its CAD application to version v14.0.10.15, adding improved functionality 

and stability to their software. The company says over 100 improvements are now available for 

download. 

AViCAD was originally released in 2011 and includes various add-ons such as engineering application 

Mech-Q and architectural EasyArch are included in the program. 

Victor Abela, owner at AViCAD.com says, “the recent release of AViCAD 2014 offers significant 

performance gains as well as improved compatibility and stability.” 

CAD Program improvements include:  

 Added mult-iline mode 

 Fixed STRETCH command with HATCH 

 Added vl-load-com lisp function for custom programming 

 Implemented frame around text of QLEADER 

 Improved hatch area algorithm with non visible boundaries 

 Added support to Multiline attribute in EATTEDIT dialog 

 Added support to the Large Buttons 

 Added 3D Box properties to property palette (read mode) 

 Added all dictionary to installation folder and set default dictionary 

A list of recent AViCAD features and bug fixes can be viewed at http://www.avicad.com/history. 

Current customers can upgrade for a nominal fee. 

Victor continues, “Customer feedback has been the focal point to our business since 1992. Therefore we 

continue to upgrade the product to the expectations of our users. We feel AViCAD not only offers the 

most attractive and stable CAD alternative for engineers and architects worldwide, but is also the most 

affordable CAD engineering application available on the marketplace today.”  
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Bentley’s New MineCycle Applications Empower Optioneering for Faster and Better Mine Planning 

and Design Decisions 

28 October 2014 

 

Bentley Systems, Incorporated, announced the launch of Bentley’s new MineCycle software 

applications. These innovative offerings facilitate optioneering to help mining industry participants 

http://www.prweb.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5hdmljYWQuY29t
http://www.prweb.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5hdmljYWQuY29tL2hpc3Rvcnk=
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bentley.com%2Fen-US%2FProducts%2FMineCycle%2FMineCycle&esheet=50971194&newsitemid=20141028006331&lan=en-US&anchor=MineCycle&index=1&md5=aac7d1b6077a55e7ee5ec5c5b550b5f0
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address some of their most pressing challenges, including the need for a continuous rather than 

intermittent mine planning cycle. 

The MineCycle products are based on industry-proven, pacesetting Bentley software foundations, 

with MineCycle Designer extending Bentley’s OpenRoads capabilities, MineCycle Survey extending 

Bentley Map capabilities, and MineCycle Material Handling extending Bentley OpenPlant and 

OpenRoads capabilities. They are the first Bentley products to be created through syndicated 

development, which gives industry participants direct input into the software’s definition and design. 

The MineCycle Designer and MineCycle Survey syndicate development sponsors were Anglo American 

Platinum Limited, AngloGold Ashanti Limited, Lonmin Plc, and Royal Bafokeng Platinum. The 

MineCycle Material Handling syndicate development sponsors were Hatch, GHD, and PDC. 

MineCycle Designer and MineCycle Survey work together to greatly accelerate mine planning and mine 

survey iterations. The time consumed by traditional processes (often taking months) prevented 

consideration of alternatives and also could result in strategies that were out of sync with changing mine 

and market conditions. MineCycle’s optioneering lets mine owner-operators timely examine multiple 

operational alternatives, enabling higher-quality decision making leading to enhanced mine 

performance. 

MineCycle Material Handling enables engineering, procurement and construction (EPC) firms and 

consultants to accelerate the preliminary design of bulk material handling (BMH) facilities. 

Through optioneering, MineCycle Material Handling helps EPCs optimize cost, footprint, and other key 

factors – by empowering them to quickly consider multiple scenarios. 

Robert Mankowski, Bentley vice president, simulation product management, said, “We are very excited 

about our new mining offerings and the powerful optioneering benefits they bring to the mining 

industry. This ability to quickly assess operational planning and engineering alternatives was one of the 

‘musts’ that our syndicate development sponsors identified. Our collaboration with strategic software 

partner Cyest Technology was also instrumental.” 

He continued, “I would particularly like to thank the syndicate sponsors who participated 

in MineCycle’s development. This innovative approach provides industry leaders with a unique 

opportunity to mutually influence the definition and design of new products. Thus, the mining industry 

is now ensured of solutions to high-priority business challenges, and Bentley has been able to mitigate 

risk and accelerate time to market.” 

Gary Lane, managing director, Cyest Technology, said, “The new mine planning solution developed by 

Bentley Systems and Cyest Technology will radically change the way in which mine planning is done in 

the industry. By applying new innovative approaches to planning and scheduling, mine management can 

now test different production planning options to understand the impact on the economics and, thereby, 

derive a more optimal plan that meets the strategic objective of the business. A more optimal mine 

design and production schedule leads to more effective execution, which will increase return on capital 

through increased productivity levels and reduced unit cost. Cyest Technology and Bentley Systems 

have a strategic vision of developing a solution set that will result in a quantum change in the mining 

industry.” 

What MineCycle Syndicate Development Members Are Saying 

“The Bentley and Cyest Technology teams have, over the past two years, led us all in a journey of 

discovery, which has culminated in a set of programs that will push the boundaries of our current way of 

doing business into the 21st century. We have collectively given input regarding our various operating 

requirements in our fields of expertise to Bentley and Cyest over the past two years. This information 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bentley.com%2Fen-US%2FProducts%2FMineCycle%2BDesigner%2FIndex&esheet=50971194&newsitemid=20141028006331&lan=en-US&anchor=MineCycle+Designer&index=2&md5=3c741a607ed6785fe4be571643bd1379
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bentley.com%2Fen-US%2FPromo%2FOpenRoads%2FOpenRoads%2BTechnology.htm&esheet=50971194&newsitemid=20141028006331&lan=en-US&anchor=OpenRoads&index=3&md5=527691f71fab35e3b3073e9412f6769b
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bentley.com%2Fen-US%2FProducts%2FMineCycle%2BSurvey%2FIndex&esheet=50971194&newsitemid=20141028006331&lan=en-US&anchor=MineCycle+Survey&index=4&md5=9c6d3c95c0447563bed038191cbb2613
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bentley.com%2Fen-US%2FProducts%2FBentley%2BMap%2F&esheet=50971194&newsitemid=20141028006331&lan=en-US&anchor=Bentley+Map&index=5&md5=5ab980ba608f2ad66f9723b04d567a4c
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bentley.com%2Fen-US%2FProducts%2FMineCycle%2BMaterial%2BHandling%2FIndex&esheet=50971194&newsitemid=20141028006331&lan=en-US&anchor=MineCycle+Material+Handling&index=6&md5=79a304e59670e1ba42d56019759ccae5
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bentley.com%2Fen-US%2FProducts%2FOpenPlant%2F&esheet=50971194&newsitemid=20141028006331&lan=en-US&anchor=Bentley+OpenPlant&index=7&md5=f484384a0ddfed130979738250a6e44c
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has driven them to produce a product that not only looks and functions as we intended but has exceeded 

our expectations. Whether it is mine surveying or mine planning, the solutions that have been created 

will allow us to function more efficiently and effectively. They further allow users to have one point of 

contact in terms of software that will give them all the functionality they require to perform their work to 

their absolute best. It is my belief that the products that have been developed will not only change the 

way we do work in the particular fields but also allow us to improve it.” – Devlin D. Andersen, Section 

Surveyor, Anglo American Platinum Limited 

“For years the mine technical systems and mineral resource management space has been characterized 

by islands of bespoke applications that could connect, but not fully integrate with other systems. Every 

vendor wanted to protect its IP and thus did not cater to the mine owners’ need for configurable, open, 

and integrated systems. To break this paradigm, Bentley leveraged an industry-first collaboration among 

four prominent mining companies to define a common set of open solution requirements from which to 

develop MineCycle Designer and MineCycle Survey. We all eagerly anticipate the successful launch and 

implementation of these products that are simple to use yet fit for business purpose.” – Ren van Zyl, 

Senior Manager MES and MRM, Lonmin PLC 

“The development of MineCycle Survey and MineCycle Designer is true testimony of what can happen 

when the mining industry, Bentley, and Cyest Technology partner together, harness their collective 

knowledge, and develop a solution that is groundbreaking and sets the new standard for mine technical 

systems development.” – Jurgens Visser, Head Mine Technical Services, Lonmin PLC 

“We in IT Systems and mine service operations are very positive and VERY excited about the 

possibility of having all our planning and survey data in a format that is simplified, compatible, easily 

accessible, and readily available for use. Full ProjectWise integration and Bentley Map usage will 

streamline mine processes in and between the Survey and Planning departments, as all data will be 

compatible across departmental software. Providing management with a collaborative view of our 

current versus planned scenarios will be an easy and effortless task by implementing 

Bentley’s MineCycle Designer and MineCycle Survey. This will simplify reporting and assist 

management in making constructive and informed operational decisions.” – Bernice van der Merwe, IT 

Systems Coordinator—Core Business Applications, Royal Bafokeng Platinum 

“Bentley is providing the software that will revolutionize the mine survey and planning discipline. Its 

commitment to the requirements of its clients goes above what is required. We are looking forward to 

continued collaboration with Bentley to take the South African mining industry to higher technological 

heights.” – Marthinus Steyn, Senior Mine Planner, AngloGold Ashanti 

“We estimate that MineCycle Material Handling will help us to produce FEL-1 and FEL-2 layout 

designs 20 to 40 percent faster. Specifically, the traditionally onerous process to extract 2D drawings is 

expected to be significantly reduced. When combined with the layout productivity gains, enabled by the 

equipment library and other capabilities, our conceptual design process will be much more efficient.” –

 Hendrik Visser, Global Technical Coordinator – Bulk Material Handling, Hatch 
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BricsCAD® V15, More Than Ever, Enhances REAL Choice in .dwg 

29 October 2014 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bentley.com%2Fen-US%2FProducts%2Fprojectwise%2Bproject%2Bteam%2Bcollaboration%2F&esheet=50971194&newsitemid=20141028006331&lan=en-US&anchor=ProjectWise&index=8&md5=4482ef04bf4b65d8321f19600f5b2302
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As a powerful CAD platform with features familiar from native .dwg applications, BricsCAD V15 

unifies the intelligence of 3D direct modeling with advanced 2D design on Windows, Linux, and soon 

Mac. The English version of BricsCAD V15 is available now. 

Familiar interface 

The BricsCAD interface immediately looks familiar. It offers the powerful features you already know 

inside a clean and consistent user experience. Thanks to its unique, context-sensitive Quad cursor, you 

are faster and more accurate at creating technical drawings, 3D models, and layouts. To navigate easily 

through drawings, V15 adds the distinguished ribbon interface and Look From widget. 

3D direct modeling in native .dwg format.  

Unlike most other platforms, BricsCAD offers 3D direct modeling and assemblies in native .dwg 

format. You can organize components in 3D models hierarchically, and then create renderings more 

realistically, thanks to the 600 new Redway materials included in BricsCAD V15. 

Third-party applications 

Bricsys’ strong relationship with third-party application developers means you have access to more than 

400 applications running on BricsCAD. The extensive BricsCAD development platform allows you to 

port AutoCAD®-based applications without modifying the source code. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

CD-adapco Releases STAR-CCM+ v9.06  

30 October 2014 

 

CD-adapco™ today announced the release of STAR-CCM+ v9.06. The new release allows engineers to 

get simulations closer to the final product by accounting for factors that are likely to significantly 

influence the performance of a design in operation. Throughput improvements make this level of 

accuracy a practical reality. 

“We want our customers to have confidence and certainty in their simulations. This is fundamentally 

based on how close we can simulate the real performance of the final product and produce accurate 

results,” said Senior VP of Product Management, Jean-Claude Ercolanelli. “This continued focus on 

realism and accuracy has allowed customers to break new ground in critical simulation work in many 

areas like biomedical devices, aeroacoustics, soiling and water management, excavation, or turbulent 

mixing of specialty chemical products.” 

Accuracy, Realism, and Throughput are the pillars of the v9.06 release: 

Accuracy: The new Acoustic Wave Equation Solver accurately predicts the propagation of acoustic 

waves generated by the near field CFD solution. By separating the acoustic signal from the flow field it 

is captured more accurately. 

The new 3rd order convection scheme, MUSCL provides a higher accuracy in applications like shock 

waves, wakes, vortices and propagating sound waves by minimizing the numerical dissipation. 

Realism: Partial wrapping and extended overset mesh capabilities deliver a new level of realism in 

modeling more detailed systems and sophisticated motions. 

Partial wrapping allows STAR-CCM+ users to selectively apply the surface wrapper, a core strength 

http://www.cd-adapco.com/animation/heart-valve-simulation
http://www.cd-adapco.com/animation/soiling-and-water-management
http://www.cd-adapco.com/animation/excavator-simulation
http://www.cd-adapco.com/animation/mixing-epoxy-simulation
http://www.cd-adapco.com/animation/mixing-epoxy-simulation
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product, to regions of the geometry while retaining complete fidelity of the other parts. Read More… 

Gap handling for Overset Mesh removes the limitation of efficiently modeling contact between moving 

bodies and parts. Read more on the new "Zero Gap” Interface. 

Overset Mesh and DEM (Discrete Element Modeling) can now be combined and used to solve a new 

range of applications like excavation for mining, drilling in oil and gas area, production line processes 

and tableting in the pharmaceutical industry.  

Throughput: Enhancements to the user workflow include faster setup and a new level of design 

exploration performance not yet seen. The new interactive tool for creation of morpher control points to 

drive mesh deformation and enables adjoint based shape optimization cases to be easily setup.   

Read More... 

A new unsteady solver, PISO is computationally more efficient for certain classes of problems and is 

now available as an alternative to SIMPLE. 

“These final new features allow us to deliver on the goal of STAR-CCM+ v9 series that has been 

focused on accurately simulating large and sophisticated models more easily, faster and in the shortest 

amount of time,” said Ercolanelli. “We are setting the stage for our next level of development in 

versions 10.0x which are due out in February, June and October 2015. These releases will take 

simulation to a new level of understanding.” 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Dassault Systèmes Expands Quality Offering with Intelligence Pack 

29 October 2014 

 

Dassault Systèmes now offers Quality Intelligence Pack, as an extension to its existing Manufacturing 

Process Intelligence (MPI),Executive Intelligence Center (EIC) and other Quality offerings. Delivered 

as a DELMIA product, Apriso Quality Intelligence Pack provides visibility into 100+ built-in measures 

and KPIs tied to quality improvement. Quality Intelligence Pack is pre-configured to work with existing 

Apriso quality planning, execution, containment and defect tracking applications, delivering a robust 

quality management solution for global manufacturing operations. 

Given the level of recent product recalls and safety concerns, the importance of maintaining high quality 

standards across manufacturing operations has never been greater. Manufacturers implementing Apriso 

Quality applications can embed quality management as an integrated process across their entire 

manufacturing operations. This approach reduces the likelihood of production defects – while utilizing 

operational intelligence to potentially avoid future recalls and identify areas of improvement. 

Manufacturing Quality managers can use Apriso Quality Intelligence Pack to help identify, investigate 

and address key quality issues such as excessive scrap levels, poor supplier performance, product non-

conformance or manufacturing process variability. With 100+ built-in measures and KPIs, Quality 

Intelligence Pack is a complete end-to-end analytics solution, with standard screens, reports and analysis 

capabilities that can help solve today’s most pressing quality challenges. With “out-of-the-box” 

integration to other Apriso manufacturing and intelligence applications, Quality managers can accelerate 

deployment of their manufacturing intelligence solutions, helping to accelerate Return-on-Investment. 

 

http://www.cd-adapco.com/blog/james-clement/star-ccm-v906-preview-partial-wrapping-preserves-clean-surfaces
http://www.cd-adapco.com/blog/david-mann/star-ccm-v906-preview-overset-mesh-zero-gap-interface
http://www.cd-adapco.com/blog/joel-davison/star-ccm-v906-preview-enhanced-mesh-morphing-capabilities
http://www.apriso.com/products/manufacturing_process_intelligence/
http://www.apriso.com/products/manufacturing_process_intelligence/
http://www.apriso.com/products/manufacturing_process_intelligence/intelligence_center_for_executives.php
http://www.apriso.com/products/manufacturing_process_intelligence/quality_intelligence_pack.php
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GRAPHISOFT BIMcloud® Extends Workflow Integration to Mobile Devices with Newest, Free 

Update 

29 October 2014 

 

GRAPHISOFT® has announced a strategic update to its recently released BIMcloud® solution, offering 

integrated team messaging for mobile devices such as the iPhone/iPad. 

GRAPHISOFT launched BIMcloud in March of this year and has received very positive feedback from 

both the industry and users. BIMcloud was awarded a Silver Stevie Award in the Best New Product or 

Service of the Year - Software - Cloud Application/Service category in the 11th Annual International 

Business Awards. 

Thanks to this latest update to BIMcloud, external team members can also be directly involved in the 

BIM workflow through the integrated Team Messaging that is now enabled for mobile devices as well. 

An Internet connection is all that’s needed for access from any device, including mobile devices. Here's 

how it works: 

 members of the architectural design team run ArchiCAD in the office environment to create and 

author the BIM project; 

 the BIM project is hosted, shared and managed through GRAPHISOFT BIMcloud, providing 

access to the projects from anywhere in the world; 

 external team members such as designers visiting the construction site or clients and consultants 

can join the BIM workflow by using GRAPHISOFT’s BIMx Docs app. The app allows sending 

and receiving instant messages with annotated model views to other team members, providing 

invaluable design feedback to the design team working in the office. 

László Vértesi, Vice President of Product Development, GRAPHISOFT, said, “BIMcloud is the 

backbone of the GRAPHISOFT BIM value circle. With this latest update, architects, their clients, and 

contractors can now get intimately involved in the BIM workflow and send their feedback to the design 

team placed in the model context, bringing profound clarity to team communication.” 

To take advantage of BIMcloud’s mobile integration, users are invited to download and install the latest, 

free ArchiCAD and BIMcloud product updates, as well as update their BIMx app via the App store after 

our live, online BIMcloud demo on October 30. Please note that BIMcloud mobile integration for 

Android OS users will be available at a later date. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

HP Unveils Future of 3D Printing and Immersive Computing as Part of Blended Reality Vision 

29 October 2014 

 

HP introduced its vision for the future of computing and 3D printing by unveiling its new Blended 

Reality ecosystem. Designed to break down the barriers between the digital and physical worlds, the 

ecosystem is underpinned by two key advancements: 

 HP Multi Jet Fusion: A revolutionary technology engineered to resolve critical gaps in the 

http://www.graphisoft.com/bimcloud/
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combination of speed, quality and cost, and deliver on the potential of 3D printing. 

 Sprout by HP: A first-of-its-kind Immersive Computing platform that redefines the user 

experience and creates a foundation for future immersive technologies. 

"We are on the cusp of a transformative era in computing and printing," said Dion Weisler, executive 

vice president, Printing & Personal Systems (PPS), HP. "Our ability to deliver Blended Reality 

technologies will reduce the barriers between the digital and physical worlds, enabling us to express 

ourselves at the speed of thought -- without filters, without limitations. This ecosystem opens up new 

market categories that can define the future, empowering people to create, interact and inspire like never 

before." 

HP Multi Jet Fusion Advances 3D Printing  

Leveraging the company's decades of leadership in the print market and advanced materials science, HP 

Multi Jet Fusion is designed to resolve fundamental limitations in today's 3D print systems while 

delivering higher productivity and quality at a lower cost 
(1)

. 

"As we examined the existing 3D print market, we saw a great deal of potential but also saw major gaps 

in the combination of speed, quality and cost," said Stephen Nigro, senior vice president, Inkjet and 

Graphic Solutions, HP. "HP Multi Jet Fusion is designed to transform manufacturing across industries 

by delivering on the full potential of 3D printing with better quality, increased productivity, and break-

through economics
(1)

." 

Multi Jet Fusion At-a-Glance 

Multi Jet Fusion is built on HP Thermal Inkjet technology and features a unique synchronous 

architecture that significantly improves the commercial viability of 3D printing and has the potential to 

change the way we think about manufacturing. 

 10-Times Faster: Images entire surface areas versus one point at a time to achieve break-

through functional build speeds that are at least 10 times faster than the fastest technology in 

market today
(2)

. 

 New Levels of Quality, Strength and Durability: Proprietary multi-agent printing process 

utilizing HP Thermal Inkjet arrays that simultaneously apply multiple liquid agents to produce 

best-in-class quality that combines greater accuracy, resiliency and uniform part strength in all 

three axis directions. 

 Accuracy and Detail: Capable of delivering fully functional parts with more accuracy, finer 

details and smooth surfaces, and able to manipulate part and material properties, including form, 

texture, friction, strength, elasticity, electrical, thermal properties and more -- beyond other 3D 

print processes. 

 Achieves Break-through Economics: Unifies and integrates various steps of the 3D print 

process to reduce running time, cost, energy consumption and waste
(3) 

to significantly improve 

3D printing economics 
(1)

. 

Together, these advancements have the potential to revolutionize production and offer small businesses 

a new way to produce goods and parts for customers. 

Materials and Color Science  

HP is committed to developing a platform that will become an industry standard and remains focused on 

growing the highest potential commercial markets. While the HP 3D Print technology is available today, 

HP is working directly with customers under the HP Open Customer Engagement Program. Through 

this program, HP will continue to extend the capabilities of the HP 3D Print platform throughout 
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development and will provide a certification process for partners to drive materials innovation. Wider 

distribution of the HP 3D Print system will begin in 2016
(4)

. 

By inviting open collaboration, HP and contributors will be able to achieve greater flexibility and 

versatility in 3D Print materials beyond the current use of thermoplastics, which will enable new 

solutions in segments such as additive manufacturing and will expand applications for engineering, 

architecture and consumer goods. HP will also bring its color science expertise and the full-color 

capabilities of traditional HP printing to 3D world in future-generation 3D Print systems. 

Sprout by HP Reimagines Computing 

The first product available in HP's Blended Reality ecosystem, Sprout by HP combines the power of an 

advanced desktop computer with an immersive, natural user interface to create a new computing 

experience. 

"We live in a 3D world, but today we create in a 2D world on existing devices," said Ron Coughlin, 

senior vice president, Consumer PC & Solutions, HP. "Sprout by HP is a big step forward in 

reimagining the boundaries of how we create and engage with technology to allow users to move 

seamlessly from thought to expression." 

Combining a scanner, depth sensor, hi-resolution camera and projector into a single device, Sprout by 

HP allows users to take physical items and seamlessly merge them into a digital workspace. The system 

also delivers an unmatched collaboration platform, allowing users in multiple locations to collaborate on 

and manipulate a single piece of digital content in real-time. 

"People have always created with their hands," added Coughlin. "Concurrently, technology has 

progressed from the first transistors, through calculators to today's most sophisticated computing 

platforms. Until now, the physical and digital worlds have largely been separated and digital creation 

has remained in 2D. With Sprout by HP, we introduce the first immersive computing platform, 

seamlessly merging these two worlds together, enabling people to intuitively bring their creations, work, 

and projects to life in 3D." 

Sprout by HP At-a-Glance 

 Dual-screen Experience: A workspace designed for creative expression and human interaction 

with an integrated vertical HD touch screen coupled with a 20 point capacitive touch mat. 

 The Sprout Illuminator: A projection system that scans and captures real-world objects in 3D, 

allowing the user to immediately interact and create. 

 HP Workspace: A software platform built expressly for Sprout to take full advantage of the 

dual-screen experience to make working and creating seamless, intuitive and engaging.  

 True Remote Collaboration: The way collaboration should be. An interface that advances how 

users work, collaborate and share, with simultaneous visual and workspace connectivity, 

allowing concurrent creativity and content manipulation. 

 Advanced Platform: A next-generation computing platform featuring a powerful 4
th

generation 

Intel i7 Processor, 1TB of storage in an easy-to-use dual-screen interface, and a Windows 8.1 

multi-touch experience. 

Sprout Marketplace  

The potential of Sprout by HP's unique configuration is fully realized through the Sprout Marketplace, 

an application marketplace that contains a growing suite of applications that are optimized to take 

advantage of Immersive Computing platform to enhance how users work, play and engage with 

entertainment. 
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The Sprout Marketplace currently contains a suite of Windows-based applications designed uniquely for 

the dual-screen environment including the Martha Stewart CraftStudio, DreamWorks Animation Story 

Producer, Crayola's Draw & Sing, GestureWorks Gameplay and first party experiences from HP 

including Create, Collaborate and Capture, enabling users to easily capture physical objects, manipulate 

them in a digital environment, and collaborate and share their creations in new ways. 
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Infinite Skills' "Mastering Autodesk Inventor - Advanced Assemblies" Teaches Tools and 

Techniques for Working with Large Models 

26 October 2014 

 

Software training firm Infinite Skills Inc. this week released its "Mastering Autodesk Inventor - 

Advanced Assemblies," an advanced course designed for experienced Inventor users covering issues 

specific to working with large assembly-level models. 

Autodesk Inventor is a leading 3D CAD software used to create, visualize, and simulate mechanical 

products within an assembly-based modeling approach. 

Infinite Skills' "Mastering Autodesk Inventor - Advanced Assemblies Tutorial" begins with an overview 

of working with large assemblies, and then shows how to work with highly detailed models in 

positioning, working with frames, motion constraints, and weldments. 

An Inventor user since 1999, course author Adam Cooper is a career mechanical engineer designing 

primarily plastic installations in the automotive industry. He is also an accomplished trainer and a 

regular speaker at Autodesk University. He is an Autodesk Certified Instructor in Inventor along with 

several other Autodesk programs. 

Cooper begins with an overview of working with large assemblies, and then goes into detail with 

working with advanced constraints for part motion, flexibility, and transitions. 

He then provides a detailed overview and how-to explanations on specific topics for handling model 

positioning and level of detail, teaching how to edit positional representations, and work between 

multiple detail views. 

He then provides an introduction to frame generator and explains how to create a frame skeleton, add it 

to a model, apply end treatments, and other elements on using the tool to create finished models. 

The final chapter explores weldments, explaining the weldment environment, preparations, and 

application, along with documentation. 

"This course is an in-depth look at how to work with higher end assembly techniques for Inventor," 

explains Cooper. "By the end of the course you'll have the knowledge and skills you need to work 

efficiently with large assembly-level models." 

Free demo videos and a full list of course contents can be found on the "Mastering Autodesk Inventor - 

Advanced Assemblies" training page of the Infinite Skills website: 

http://www.infiniteskills.com/training/mastering-autodesk-inventor-advanced-assemblies.html 
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Materialise Introduces New Release of Magics. Feel the Power of Improved Efficiency with Magics
19

 

21 October 2014 

 

Additive Manufacturing pioneer Materialise is proud to announce the launch of Magics
19

, the latest 

release of its leading STL file preparation software for Additive Manufacturing professionals. Focused 

on making your workflow as efficient as possible, Magics
19

 improves upon existing tools and modules 

and offers powerful new features to enhance your workflow capabilities. With Magics
19

, as with all 

Materialise software, the aim is to produce the most enjoyable user experience possible and to provide 

the best tools for 3D Printing and AM production environments. 

First launched in 1994, Magics has been providing support to AM professionals for close to two 

decades.  Enabling users to import a wide variety of CAD formats and export STL files ready for 

Additive Manufacturing, Magics applications include repairing and optimizing 3D models; analyzing 

parts; making process-related design changes on STL files; designing fixtures; documenting projects, 

and planning production. 

With Magics
19

, Materialise’s software developers have created a powerful range of features designed to 

take your data preparation to the next level. Taking full advantage of our Build Processor technology, 

these flexible solutions include: 

 Improved labeling and cutting 

 Upgraded reporting functionality 

 Slice distribution option for 3D nesting 

 New marking tools 

 Speed dial, for quick access of your most used functions 

 Milling offset 

In addition to the enhanced functionalities, Magics
19

 is also introducing new and improved modules. The 

SinterModule has been expanded by adding a slice distribution option for the 3D nester. This allows you 

to focus on part quality and, with the new built-in mechanism, you can avoid interlocking parts after 

nesting. New marking tools have been added to the Support Generation (SG) module to provide more 

flexibility and control during the generation of supports. And for users that need flexibility for multiple 

materials or different part types, SG profiles have also been introduced. Finally, to ensure that even 

specialized users such as jewelry makers or those creating industrial metal applications are able to 

maximize their use of Magics, a new Tree Supports module has been added.  
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MathWorks Now Optimizes Code Generation across Entire ARM Cortex Family 

30 October 2014 

 

MathWorks announced that code generated from MATLAB and Simulink is now optimized for use 

across the ARM® Cortex®-A processor family. Embedded systems developers using ARM Cortex 

processors in the automotive, aerospace, signal processing and medical device industries can now 

http://www.mathworks.com/products/matlab/
http://www.mathworks.com/products/simulink/
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automatically generate code, speeding execution time and reducing memory usage. This ability to 

generate optimized code helps small design teams extend Model-Based Design across applications and 

devices including motor control, power electronics, audio, and communications. 

Building on CMSIS library support for Cortex-R and Cortex-M cores, Embedded Coder now offers 

Ne10 DSP library support, which helps generate optimized DSP filter code for the full line of ARM 

Cortex-A processor-based devices. Simulink also offers built-in target support for ARM-based hardware 

devices including Altera SoC, BeagleBone Black, Xilinx Zynq, STMicroelectronics Discovery Board, 

and Freescale Freedom Board. Third-party integrations exist for other popular ARM-based devices 

including Texas Instruments Hercules and Analog Devices CMx40 hardware. 

Model-Based Design offers engineers three key benefits throughout the software and hardware design 

process. 

 By using Simulink for desktop simulation of systems, engineers can catch errors early and 

optimize designs. 

 Automatic code generation with Embedded Coder can help to prevent manual coding errors and 

optimize code. 

 Automated testing of model code using processor-in-the-loop with Embedded Coder saves time 

via test reuse and improves code quality. 

“Our partnership with MathWorks continues to help developers efficiently produce accurate code and 

their support for our full line of Cortex processor-based devices is another important step,” said Richard 

York, vice president, embedded segment, ARM. “With Ne10 optimized code, embedded systems 

developers working with Cortex-A processors can now realize the cost and time-to-market benefits of 

Model-Based Design with fast ARM NEON™ code performance on ARM cores.” 

“Increasing interest in image processing, radar, and communications is driving more use of ARM 

Cortex-A-based devices for a wide range of consumer and commercial devices,” said Paul Barnard, 

design automation marketing director, MathWorks. “Consequently, embedded software engineers and 

system level designers often need to simulate their software and systems within the same environment. 

The ability to generate optimized code will serve as an on-ramp to Model-Based Design for groups of 

engineers developing ARM-based devices, by allowing them to start with modeling while knowing they 

can generate code for their embedded system.” 
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Mentor Graphics Announces Xpedition System Designer for Comprehensive Multi-board Systems 

Development 

28 October 2014 

 

Mentor Graphics Corporation today announced its newest offering and key building block in the 

Xpedition® platform, the Xpedition Systems Designer product for multi-board systems connectivity. 

The Xpedition Systems Designer product captures the hardware description of multi-board systems, 

from logical system definition down to the individual PCBs, automating multi-level system design 

synchronization processes to ensure team collaboration with accuracy and faster design productivity. 

Current systems design processes for advanced electronics are fraught with multiple, disconnected tools 

used for system definition, with no standard methodology to synchronize and transfer design data 

http://www.mathworks.com/products/embedded-coder/
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between design disciplines and abstraction levels. This results in incorrect electrical connections, 

mechanical interference, and the high costs of manual synchronization. The Xpedition Systems Designer 

product resolves this problem as the industry’s only single, integrated, and automated methodology that 

captures complete logic system definitions.  The system may consist of multiple boards, cables and other 

system elements, such as backplane, cable assemblies, sensors and actuators. This solution enables 

consistency and completeness of the multi-board system description. 

“Systems design involves collaboration across disciplines, and is critical to modern product 

development. Traditional design practices isolate systems capture from the rest of the process, lowering 

team productivity, stifling innovation, and increasing product cost,” stated John MacKrell, vice 

president, Systems Engineering Knowledge Council lead of CIMdata. “Mentor Graphics’ new systems 

design technology enables engineering teams to capture system designs, while collaborating effectively 

with all those involved in the design and implementation process to optimize the end product.” 

The Industry’s Only “Common Cockpit” for System-wide Design Connectivity 

The Xpedition Systems Designer product replaces time- and resource-consuming manual processes and 

the redundant re-entry of data with automatic synchronization of design changes across multiple levels 

and disciplines. This unique design “cockpit” enables system-wide partitioning of logical system blocks 

into individual PCBs. The environment fully supports concurrent design, enabling team members to 

simultaneously engineer and collaborate on different components of the system. 

“Our new Xpedition platform delivers ‘industry-first’ technologies and our new Systems Designer 

product is a clear example,” stated Henry Potts, vice president and general manager of Mentor Graphics 

Systems Design Division.  “Xpedition Systems Designer was developed as the industry’s best 

environment for design connectivity and team collaboration to deliver consistency of design integrity 

across disparate domains, tools and individuals.” 

Xpedition Systems Designer - Key Features and Benefits 

The Xpedition Systems Designer product provides a broad range of capabilities to ensure accurate, 

concurrent, and reliable systems design connectivity via automated processes.  Here is a list of added 

functionality to optimize systems design efficiency: 

 Single cockpit for logical system definition: System-level blocks and intra-board connectivity are 

defined within a common environment. System architectures created in Visio can by imported to 

accelerate system capture. Advanced synchronization work-in-progress design data enables 

multiple engineers to concurrently collaborate on the logical system level, as well as within the 

lower-level PCB projects. 

 Simplified system-wide partitioning: A system can be easily partitioned into multiple board 

projects and associated connectivity. Automated connectivity synchronizes changes across the 

system, enabling ‘what-if’ re-partitioning exercises to optimize the system for performance, size 

and cost. 

 Correct-by-design connector management: The effort to add, manipulate and update connectors 

is simplified with on-the-fly creation of parameterized connectors. Automated connector mating 

and pin pairing, as well as synchronization between PCB projects and system design data, 

eliminates connector errors throughout the design cycle. 

 Automated connectivity definition and verification: Definition of connections between system 

elements including connection order and wiring of multiple nets and wires is highly automated. 

Signals can be traced across the entire system to ensure that the connectivity is as specified. 
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New AVEVA Control of Work Solution Offers Greater Safety and Efficiency in Asset Operations 

29 October 2014 

 

AVEVA announced today the launch of its latest software solution: AVEVA Control of Work. This 

advanced suite of products enables the highest levels of safety and efficiency to be achieved when 

planning and performing both routine maintenance and in-plant engineering operations in potentially 

hazardous plant environments. It comprises best-in-class applications for Risk Assessment, Work Permit 

Management, Work Activity Plotting, Isolation Planning, Safe Job Analysis and Lessons Learned 

Reporting. 

Jan Edvin Pedersen, Vice President of Enterprise Asset Management, AVEVA, explained some of the 

advantages of using this new technology: ‘One of AVEVA Control of Work’s major benefits is its 

interoperability with a wide range of Enterprise Asset Management solutions, such as SAP, IBM 

Maximo and AVEVA WorkMate. This open approach provides access to the asset information 

necessary for effective planning and execution of all types of in-service engineering tasks. Not only can 

this make such tasks safer, it can also enable better use of resources and downtime, offering excellent 

return on investment. It is quick and easy to implement which together with its market-leading 2D and 

3D visualisation, make it an unrivaled solution for asset operations.’ 

AVEVA Control of Work provides a clear, current overview of all planned and in-progress work on a 

facility, enabling operators to plan more effectively and to complete both routine and ad hoc 

maintenance tasks more efficiently. This results in better use of valuable resources, reduces risks both to 

personnel and to the facility itself, avoids incidents and minimises costly downtime. Through the 

provision of these capabilities from the beginning of an asset’s life cycle, it can also accelerate and de-

risk a new plant’s transition into operational readiness. 

‘AVEVA Control of Work is an essential tool for any plant operator looking to work more effectively, 

reduce operational risks and more easily ensure compliance with industry regulations and standards,’ 

added Edvin Pedersen, AVEVA. 
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New JT CADverter v17.2 Allows Independent Access to all JT Data 

29 October 2014 

 

Theorem Solutions has today announced the launch of the latest JT CADverter for 3DVIA Composer 

R2014x and SolidWorks Composer 2013. The CADverter range provides interactive, batch and 

command line interfaces for 3DVIA Composer and SolidWorks Composer users to directly access JT 

data independently of any JT products. All versions of JT data are supported via Jtk7.0. 

JT CADverter v17.2 has been specifically developed for 3DVIA Composer and SolidWorks Composer 

users, it works with all versions of Composer, is self-contained and version independent for improved 
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ease of use. 

Composer users can now open JT data including geometry, assemblies, product structure, metadata and 

product manufacturing information. The system is very quick and easy to learn and use with 

functionality driven from a pull down menu aiding the creation of assembly procedures, technical 

illustrations, interactive 3D product experiences, training materials, marketing materials, sales tools and 

more. 

Working within the Dassault Systèmes' Composer architecture, CADverter provides two additional 

ways for the Composer user to incorporate JT data; multiple batch processing of JT is accommodated by 

using a “Sync” interface and a command line interface enables integration with PLM applications 

through Enterprise Sync. 

With the growing trend to re-use 3D design data across business enterprises, CADverter v17.2 delivers 

tangible business benefits. The integration of CADverter and Composer enables users across the 

enterprise to work with JT files to meet and overcome longstanding business challenges of reducing 

costs, improving quality and reducing timescales. 

Theorem has been solving data compatibility issues for over 20 years for many of the leading 

automotive, aerospace, defence and power generation companies who design and share data using a 

variety of data types. The latest version of CADverter will be available on request to customers with a 

current maintenance agreement, or to other users on attractive upgrade terms. 
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New Oracle Product Value Chain Cloud Solutions Enable Organizations to Rapidly Deliver Higher-

Value Products 

1 October 2014 

 

Traditional Product Lifecycle Management solutions have a very limited definition of product lifecycle 

– starting too late and finishing too early. They leave the crucial phase of innovation management to 

“blood, sweat and Excel”, and pass off the commercialization phase to separate manufacturing and 

master data management (MDM) solutions. The result is unmanaged processes, disparate information 

silos, and ad hoc decision making. This results in challenges in meeting critical customer requirements 

or promised market expectations. For customers who want these capabilities on the cloud the situation is 

even more challenging. To address these challenges, Oracle has added Oracle Innovation Management 

Cloud and Oracle Product Development Cloud to the existing Oracle Product Hub Cloud to create a 

comprehensive Oracle Product Value Chain Cloud solution – from ideation to commercialization. The 

Oracle Product Value Chain (PVC) Cloud provides a single integrated product record across all three 

parts of the product lifecycle: Innovation, Development and Commercialization. These solutions enable 

you to transform fragmented product development processes into information-driven product value 

chains – all delivered on the Cloud. 

Furthering its commitment to helping organizations optimize the entire value chain, Oracle expanded its 

portfolio of Oracle Product Value Chain Cloud solutions. 

Oracle Innovation Management Cloud and Oracle Product Development Cloud help organizations 

ensure a more cost-effective use of time, resources, and budget, while also supporting top-line growth by 

rapidly delivering higher-value products. 

http://www.oracle.com/innovationmanagement
http://www.oracle.com/innovationmanagement
https://cloud.oracle.com/product_value_chain
http://www.oracle.com/us/products/applications/fusion/supply-chain-management/product-hub/overview/index.html
https://cloud.oracle.com/product_value_chain
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Working together with Oracle Product Hub and Oracle Project Portfolio Management, the new cloud 

solutions provide a collaborative, connected, and disciplined approach for organizations to manage the 

entire value chain from ideation through to product development and commercialization. 

By providing a complete, secure, and disciplined approach, Oracle Product Value Chain Cloud also 

enables organizations to measure and proactively monitor how each new product will achieve its 

business case, product requirements, and supply chain objectives. 

In addition, the new Oracle Product Value Chain Cloud solutions take advantage of Oracle Cloud’s 

unique multitenant approach that allows organizations to simultaneously enjoy the cost-savings benefits 

of the public cloud and the security of a private cloud. 

Oracle Innovation Management Cloud 

Oracle Innovation Management Cloud enables organizations to build a healthy innovation pipeline 

fueled by a steady stream of high-value ideas and product concepts. 

According to a CIMdata commentary published in August 2014, Innovation Management: Improving 

Returns on Innovation Investments, “The Oracle Innovation Management solution supports innovation 

by bridging the gap between innovative ideas and execution. In CIMdata’s view, this type of solution 

may lead to more innovative products with greater profitability and more happy customers. Who doesn’t 

want that?” 

With this new cloud solution, organizations can: 

 Capture ideas from many different sources and resources to determine the best ideas to advance 

 Develop a business case for each viable idea and analyze a collection of ideas from a 360-degree 

perspective to strategically determine the best ideas to commercialize 

 Translate the best ideas into detailed requirements that can be shared across product concept 

processes 

Oracle Product Development Cloud 

Oracle Product Development Cloud allows users to manage and synchronize product development data 

and processes to accelerate time to market by: 

 Allowing users to create, change, and manage items and bills of material with embedded analysis 

and insights into product readiness, supply chain risk, and release to manufacturing readiness 

 Providing flexible workflow route change approvals to relevant stakeholders that also include 

cycle time threshold analysis 

 Capturing and providing a record for stakeholder input into the creation and change processes via 

social collaboration 

 Delivering a modern user interface that puts analytics front and center to enable reviewers and 

participants to manage by exception 

“Standalone product offerings that support various processes of the product lifecycle impede innovation, 

because they lack the critical capability to link these processes together to share information securely,” 

said Jon Chorley, group vice president, Product Value Chain Applications, Oracle. “The new Oracle 

Product Value Chain Cloud solutions provide a connected approach that enables organizations to 

innovate, develop and commercialize, translating the best ideas into profitable products. With these new 

services, organizations can improve top-line and bottom-line results.” 

 

https://cloud.oracle.com/project_portfolio_management
http://www.oracle.com/us/corporate/analystreports/cimdata-oracle-innovation-mgmt-2280212.pdf
http://www.oracle.com/us/corporate/analystreports/cimdata-oracle-innovation-mgmt-2280212.pdf
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TraceParts Enables Support for WebGL 3D Rendering of Millions of CAD Models on 

TracePartsOnline.net 

29 October 2014 

 

TraceParts has launched support for WebGL 3D rendering across its entire library of free downloadable 

CAD models. 

Users are now able to view and interact with live 3D models directly in any compatible web browser, 

without the use of plugins or other additional software, making the millions of parts 

on TracePartsOnline.net easier to access than ever. 

Due to the dynamic updating of catalog content, the 3D renders are always up-to-date. This allows the 

user to be confident that the model seen in the browser will always be exactly the same after 

downloading it in one of the many supported CAD formats. 

Other benefits of WebGL include faster loading times and improved responsiveness due to the reduced 

processing overhead of displaying the model. This, along with higher quality renders, means users can 

find parts more quickly and preview them in a greatly improved level of detail. 

With an engineering community of over 9.1 million design professionals accessing the TraceParts 

Publishing Network, a large variety of browsers are used to select and download CAD models. 

Therefore, to ensure every web browser can still reliably access and view all the available models, the 

website is able to fall-back to other technologies such as Java. 
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Zuken Launches E3.HarnessAnalyzer and Acquires Software IP to Enhance Automotive Solutions 

30 October 2014 

 

Zuken announces the launch of E3.HarnessAnalyzer and the acquisition of the tool-related intellectual 

property (IP) of electrical and electronics engineering specialist Intedis. The newly-launched product 

E3.HarnessAnalyzer, which is based on an existing Intedis product, offers efficient collaboration for the 

automotive harness industry. It complements Zuken’s automotive technology portfolio formed around 

the market-leading E3.series and Cabling Designer, which have been created through years of 

experience and in cooperation with the world’s principal automotive OEMs. 

Zuken’s IP acquisition agreement with Intedis includes all product rights and the responsibility for their 

software development business and all related investment, maintenance and customer support. 

E3.HarnessAnalyzer is a powerful tool for viewing and analyzing harness drawings in the standard HCV 

container data format, which combines KBL (physical data model) and SVG (vector graphics) data. The 

tool supports efficient collaboration through powerful analysis, redlining, and version compare 

functionality. These features provide a new level of ease-of-use when sharing the comprehensive 

harness design model and documents with internal or external project teams. 

Several leading OEMS have implemented E3.HarnessAnalyzer into their wire harness design process. 

http://www.tracepartsonline.net/
http://www.traceparts.com/publish-your-3d-product-catalogs/deliver-your-cad-models/publish-your-cad-models-onto-the-traceparts-publishing-network/tppn-in-details/
http://www.traceparts.com/publish-your-3d-product-catalogs/deliver-your-cad-models/publish-your-cad-models-onto-the-traceparts-publishing-network/tppn-in-details/
http://www.intedis.com/
http://www.zuken.com/en/products/electrical-wire-harness-design/e3-series
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With its powerful search, analysis and compare functionality for complex schematics, they find that 

E3.HarnessAnalyzer gives their engineers a valuable tool for internal engineering processes and 

collaboration with suppliers. 

First of all, Zuken is committed to supporting Intedis’ existing customers and tools.” He continues, “And 

we are excited about the opportunities this IP gives us as it perfectly complements Zuken’s powerful 

technology portfolio. It will help us continue to create solutions that offer substantial benefits for 

customers in the global automotive industry - Reinhold Blank, Business Director Automotive at Zuken 

The acquisition from Intedis adds to the resources of Zuken’s recently established global Automotive 

and Transportation Competence Center in Germany. It also includes products and technologies for wire 

harness engineering and electrical/electronic architecture tools. Zuken will develop and integrate these 

modules into its product portfolio to expand their market-leading solutions for electrical system design 

and engineering. 
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ZWCAD 2015+ Available in North America 

24 October 2014 

 

ZWCADUSA announced the North American availability of ZWCAD+ 2015, the newest version of the 

high-powered, affordable CAD alternative. 

The new product comes equipped with the latest technology for maximum CAD performance and with 

commercial policies that remain user friendly. All told, it has all the CAD features and power that 

mainstream designers/drafters around the world need to thrive in their work. The platform also continues 

to provide full compatibility with DWG-based projects and is proven across industries with over 

300,000 users around the world. 

Regarding affordability, a perpetual license of ZWCAD+ 2015 is offered at 1/5th the price of traditional 

CAD. As ZWCADUSA will continue to provide and honor upgrades, those savings multiply over time. 

This combination allows the entire team to be equipped with the latest and greatest 2D/3D CAD and to 

upgrade and reinvest at their choosing. 

New technology inside of ZWCAD+ 2015 includes: 

 A neater, cleaner user interface for less strain & higher productivity  

 2D/3D "transformation with a click" for faster generation of 3D objects  

 Unicode for full support of multi-language projects  

 Integration with Google Earth for realistic design placements  

 A streamlined code base for even higher performance on all machines  

 A set of new productivity tools including Reference Manager, Super Hatch, and more. 

Full downloads, 30-day free trials, 2015 Celebration discounts, and more information on the full 

capabilities of ZWCAD 2015+ are available at http://www.zwcadusa.com. 
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http://www.zuken.com/en/news/press-releases/2014/08-transportation
http://www.zuken.com/en/news/press-releases/2014/08-transportation
http://www.prweb.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cDovL3d3dy56d2NhZHVzYS5jb20=
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