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CIMdata News 
 

The Hidden Risk of Making End-Use Products with Additive Manufacturing (AM) – and How to Fix 

It 

18 August 2017 

CIMdata’s Director for Additive Manufacturing Strategy, James White, recently shared his views on 

Risk and Additive Manufacturing. 

 

In his recent blog posting, James asks the question: 

What’s stopping more companies converting from traditional expensive dedicated tooling methods of 

manufacture, to Additive Manufacturing?  

 

When considering the reasons for this he says, 

“There are many barriers to making the switch, including repeatability, quality, time, cost, and education 

on how to design for AM, all of which are steadily being addressed, but there’s another reason which 

isn’t so obvious: RISK." 

James White, CIMdata, Inc. 

 

What do you think about RISK being a less obvious barrier to the adoption of AM? 

 

Learn more by reading the full blog post at: http://www.cimdata.com/en/resources/cimdata-

blog/item/8690-the-hidden-risk-of-making-end-use-products-with-additive-manufacturing-am-and-how-

to-fix-it 

 

Don’t forget to share your views with James and let him know what you are thinking! 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Industry Trends for Data Management  

15 August 2017 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic management consulting and research firm, announces 

that Mr. John MacKrell, CIMdata’s Chairman, will participate in Actify’s Conference 2017 on Friday 18 

August in Ypsilanti, Michigan. The annual Actify event combines thought leadership on managing, 

using, and sharing high-value product design information with hands-on tutorials on using Actify’s 

products to support collaboration, data analytics, and more aspects of product data intelligence. This 

http://www.cimdata.com/en/resources/cimdata-blog/item/8690-the-hidden-risk-of-making-end-use-products-with-additive-manufacturing-am-and-how-to-fix-it
http://www.cimdata.com/en/resources/cimdata-blog/item/8690-the-hidden-risk-of-making-end-use-products-with-additive-manufacturing-am-and-how-to-fix-it
http://www.cimdata.com/en/resources/cimdata-blog/item/8690-the-hidden-risk-of-making-end-use-products-with-additive-manufacturing-am-and-how-to-fix-it
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event targets the idea that, if you are constantly trying to do more than time allows, then you need to 

optimize and automate mundane processes to improve your peoples’ and company’s performance. 

Mr. MacKrell will present facts and figures from CIMdata’s research on growth and adoption of key 

PLM capabilities that support product data intelligence, collaboration, etc. He will also provide industry 

trends and benefits from allowing engineers and managers to make smarter, faster decisions—decisions 

that directly impact the bottom line of any company that develops products. 

To learn more and register for this free event visit http://www.actify.com/events/actify-conference-

2017/. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

 

Master data for product lifecycle management 

9 August 2017 

Overcoming inadequacies in data sharing to meet the demands of global competition. 

CIMdata’s Tom Gill featured on aerospacemanufacturinganddesign.com: 

Many aerospace and defense (A&D) leaders underestimate how critical certain types of information are 

to business success. One of those information types is master data – lists, repositories, and files that 

detail the myriad of fundamentals of the business. 

Producing innovative products cost- effectively is impossible without access to core knowledge. And 

this list is long: products, capabilities, production systems and equipment; organizational structures, key 

people, plant sites and warehouses; processes (equipment, systems, concepts), contractors (primes and 

subs), customers (especially if they are government agencies), regulators, and more. 

Nearly all of an enterprise’s decision makers rely in some way on these repositories, so they must be 

accurate, up-to-date, verifiable, and shared across the extended enterprise. However, sharing and 

reliability are often stymied by toolsets for master data known as master data management (MDM)1. 

Toolsets nearing the ends of their useful lives cause data to be late, outdated, missing, inaccurate, or not 

easily verifiable.(…) 

 

Read the feature here: http://www.aerospacemanufacturinganddesign.com/article/master-data-for-

product-lifecycle-management/ 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

MindSphere for Closed-Loop Innovation in the Connected Intelligent Industry (Highlight) 

16 August 2017 

Siemens AG, with its expertise in digitalization, machine learning, and connectivity is providing 

solutions that help industrial organizations develop and leverage connected intelligent products, 

http://www.actify.com/events/actify-conference-2017/
http://www.actify.com/events/actify-conference-2017/
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processes, and services through closed-loop innovation. Closed-loop processes and services are key to 

creating innovative solutions in the new world of connectivity and artificial intelligence. Siemens is 

focused on enabling companies to create easy, seamless, secure, and widely accessible IoT-based 

connections between assets equipped with sensors and/or actuators, and the software tools used for 

design, simulation, and analytics. 

Siemens MindSphere is an open IoT operating system and Platform as a Service (PaaS) which provides 

connectivity between the physical assets and their digital representations, i.e., digital 

product/production/performance twins. MindSphere also serves as the platform on which domain-

specific applications for connected intelligent products, processes, and services can be developed by 

value chain partners to make such systems perform optimally under changing conditions, as well as 

support remote condition monitoring, remote repair, and remote upgrading, while enabling complex 

decision-making and control in engineering and operations.  

Siemens has leveraged the industry standard, Cloud Foundry™, to make MindSphere infrastructure 

agnostic. For example, it can run on cloud infrastructures such as AWS, Microsoft Azure, SAP Cloud 

Platform, and Atos Canopy. As a result, it helps customers focus on the development of innovative 

applications instead of having to first create the infrastructure. Additionally, MindSphere offers open 

APIs that can help customers and partners develop and deploy software applications quickly. This, in 

turn, helps enable a partner ecosystem for developing industry- and domain-specific applications and 

digital services to drive business success. 

Physical assets in networked systems-of-systems (e.g., manufacturing, energy, transportation, etc.), be 

they Siemens-made or produced by other manufacturers, can be securely linked to MindSphere through 

its gateway elements MindConnect Nano or MindConnect IoT2040 which use standard protocols (OPC 

UA and S7 300/400) to collect relevant data. The data can be processed in-cloud or on-premise or both. 

On-premise computing is enabled by extending MindSphere onto the Edge devices (e.g., MindConnect 

Nano and MindConnect Iot2040) using the MindConnect Library and the associated APIs so that the 

Edge analytics for performance intelligence can be carried out in the proximity of the equipment of 

interest.  

Essentially, MindSphere is a platform that helps collect data from assets in all phases of the lifecycle 

including testing, manufacturing, and service, and helps apply the information extracted from that data 

to conceive new products, processes, and services which leverage connectivity and artificial intelligence, 

and perform per customer expectations. For additional information, see: 

http://www.plm.automation.siemens.com/global/en/topic/MindSphere-

Whitepaper/8683/index.html?stc=usiia422299 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, an independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize an 

enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM). CIMdata provides world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-

practice methods on PLM. CIMdata also offers research, subscription services, publications, and 

education through international conferences. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website 

at http://www.CIMdata.com or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108, 

USA. Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV Weert, The 

Netherlands. Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Acquisitions 

Solid Solutions Management Acquires New Technology CADCAM 

15 August 2017 

Leamington Spa-based Solid Solutions Management Ltd has acquired New Technology CADCAM to 

support its continued growth and enhance its ability to deliver more sophisticated SOLIDWORKS-based 

CAD solutions. 

Having acquired New Technology CADCAM, and following the acquisition of Cadtek Systems Ltd in 

2016, Solid Solutions now supports a customer community of more than 12,500 UK and Ireland-based 

customers. These encompass product designers, mechanical engineers, manufacturers and educational 

institutions. The Group provides an extensive range of 3D computer aided design (CAD) and 

manufacturing (CAM) software tools, as well as comprehensive training and support services. 

Founded in 1998 by Managing Director, Alan Sampson, and Technical Director, Simon Turner, the 

business has experienced strong growth and is the UK & Ireland’s leading reseller of SOLIDWORKS, 

the 3D CAD software package owned by Dassault Systèmes. SOLIDWORKS is used by more than three 

million product designers and engineers worldwide and by over 265,000 individual companies. 

The Solid Solutions Group, which generates annual turnover in excess of £40 million, employs 220 

people across the UK & Ireland and has more SOLIDWORKS Elite Applications Engineers than any 

other reseller worldwide. In January this year, the business received 17 awards at the annual 

SOLIDWORKS’ conference in Los Angeles, confirming its position as the UK’s leading 3D CAD 

reseller for 

SOLIDWORKS. 

The acquisition adds both scale and capacity benefits, and allows customers to benefit from an even 

wider product and service offering, plus easier access to training by adding New Technology 

CADCAM’s eight UK training centres to the 11 already operated by Solid Solutions. 

Alan Sampson, Managing Director at Solid Solutions, said: “This investment allows us to accelerate the 

growth plans for the business by increasing our scale. We are experiencing growing demand for the 

products and training we provide, and are delighted that we are positioned to respond to this demand 

with the backing of a highly experienced team that also helps broaden the range of solutions we offer.” 

Solid Solutions is backed by BGF, the UK’s most active investor in small and mid- sized companies. To 

support its continued growth, BGF invested £8m in the business in March 2016. 

James Syrotiuk, Investor at BGF who sits on the Board of Solid Solutions, said: “There remains a lot of 

opportunity for Solid Solutions in the 3D CAD/CAM market. Alan, Simon and their management team 

are passionate, knowledgeable and committed to growing the business. We are pleased to be supporting 

the company as it continues to pursue these opportunities.” 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Company News 

Accenture Launches Liquid Studio in Toronto to Help Clients Accelerate Digital Business 

Transformation 

15 August 2017 

Accenture today opened the doors to a new Liquid Studio in Toronto as part of the company’s 

accelerated investment in innovation in Canada. At the Liquid Studio, clients will work side-by-side 

with highly skilled Accenture professionals to turn ideas into innovative applications and solutions with 

speed and agility. 

  

“Continuous innovation is imperative to driving Canadian growth and competitiveness, and we will be 

working closely with our Canadian clients at the Liquid Studio to use new technologies and ways of 

working to solve their most significant business challenges,” said Steve Convey, managing director, 

Accenture Technology Canada. 

  

The Liquid Studio accelerates innovation by using rapid development approaches including Agile 

methodologies and DevOps, and applying disruptive technologies such as artificial intelligence (AI), 

blockchain and serverless architectures. This allows clients to reduce development time from months to 

days and shorten the time to business impact. The capabilities of the Liquid Studio will be supplemented 

by Accenture’s alliance ecosystem, start-ups, and organizations like the Vector Institute, among others. 

  

“Through immersive workshops, organizations will receive tangible, hands-on experience of how their 

business can benefit from the most disruptive technologies, such as artificial intelligence and augmented 

reality,” Convey said. “By leveraging agile teams, a start-up culture and multi-speed, microservice and 

cloud-based architectures, organization will see more value quickly and easily.” 

  

The Liquid Studio in Toronto is one of several new Accenture initiatives in Canada, which include 

expanded investments in training and hiring, aimed at driving innovation locally. 

  

The Liquid Studio in Toronto will collaborate with Accenture Liquid Studios in Silicon Valley, 

Houston, Paris, Milan, London, Kronberg, Singapore, Sydney and other locations, and with the 

Accenture Labs, where Accenture incubates and prototypes new concepts through applied R&D 

projects. Liquid Studios are an integral part of the Accenture Innovation Architecture, which brings 

together capabilities — from research, ventures and labs to studios, innovation centers and delivery 

centers —to develop and deliver disruptive innovations for clients, and to scale them faster. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

CONTACT Software takes part in Eclipse IoT projects 

11 August 2017 

CONTACT Software has joined the not-for-profit Eclipse Foundation and will be participating in 

projects conducted by the "Eclipse IoT Working Group". The members of this working group include 

Bosch, Red Hat, DB Systel, Deutsche Telekom, Huawei, IBM, SAP, Samsung and Siemens. 

https://www.accenture.com/us-en/capability-rapid-application-development-studio
https://newsroom.accenture.com/news/accenture-becomes-founding-sponsor-of-vector-institute-for-artificial-intelligence-in-toronto.htm
https://www.accenture.com/us-en/innovation-architecture
file:///C:/Users/svos/Documents/Newsletter%202017/DAILY/18August2017.doc%23Contents
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"Open source components like the Eclipse development environment, which our customers also use, 

form the basis of our Elements platform," says CONTACT's head of development, Frank Patz-

Brockmann. "Our IoT offering also builds on this platform. Eclipse is initiating important projects to 

which we want to contribute." 

Today more than 30 IoT-related software projects are being conducted under the auspices of the open 

source organization. CONTACT will be participating in a project aimed at creating an open testbed for 

Industry 4.0. The Eclipse IoT Working Group will be developing scenarios that demonstrate IT 

applications for smart factories. 

Patz-Brockmann believes that sustainable value added in the Internet of Things will only be possible 

with the strategic collaboration of other companies and organizations. Smart products and services 

require a combination of industry and IT know-how. Issues like standards, security, Big Data and many 

others need to be addressed together. That is why CONTACT is involved in alliances such as the Code 

of PLM Openess (CPO), Open Services for Lifecycle Collaboration (OSCL) and the Eclipse 

Foundation. 

"We are happy to welcome CONTACT Software to the Eclipse Community", says Mike Milinkovich, 

executive director of the Eclipse Foundation. "This is particularly exciting because CONTACT brings 

profound experience from the manufacturing industry to our IoT Working Group, underlining the 

important role open source software and the Eclipse Foundation will play in traditional industries." 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Deloitte Joins International Consortium for Agile to Deliver Accredited Training 

17 August 2017 

With more federal agencies using agile methodologies in the development of information technology 

(IT) and other projects, Deloitte joined the International Consortium for Agile (ICAgile) to deliver 

accredited agile training to Deloitte practitioners and clients. To start, Deloitte successfully accredited its 

“Agile Fundamentals” course for the ICAgile Certified Professional (ICP) certification. Deloitte 

practitioners, especially those 8,000 practitioners in its federal practice, will be encouraged to become 

certified in the course. 

“The ICAgile certification strengthens our agile capabilities by helping clients understand their readiness 

for an agile transformation, build a plan for success, and obtain the coaching and expertise needed to 

guide their transformation journey,” said Nishita Henry, principal, Deloitte Consulting LLP and Federal 

Technology leader. 

Deloitte’s agile-learning experiences will now be accredited against ICAgile learning objectives, which 

were created by industry leaders worldwide. The accredited courses will help practitioners gain the skills 

that are critical and unique to specific agile disciplines. 

“We’re very pleased to have Deloitte join ICAgile as a member organization. ICAgile’s focus on 

providing world-class agile learning paths and accreditation services, in collaboration with Deloitte’s 

commitment to excellence in agile transformation solutions, opens exciting new doors for organizations 

looking to achieve sustainable agility,” said Shannon Ewan, managing director, ICAgile. 

“Deloitte’s relationship with ICAgile demonstrates a commitment to the agile mindset as an entry point 

file:///C:/Users/svos/Documents/Newsletter%202017/DAILY/14August2017.doc%23Contents
file:///C:/Users/svos/Documents/Newsletter%202017/DAILY/14August2017.doc%23Contents
http://icagile.com/Learning-Roadmap/Agile-Fundamentals
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for sustainable agility; we believe that this collaboration will have a lasting impact on Deloitte and its 

clients,” added Ahmed Sidky, president, ICAgile. 

Because ICAgile’s learning experiences are focused on guiding people to agile mastery within a specific 

discipline (e.g., Agile Coaching, Business Agility, Delivery Management), Deloitte practitioners will be 

able to use ICAgile’s Roadmap to track their agile learning journey and identify their next steps. 

Government use of agile is increasing, according to a recent study from the Office of Management and 

Budget, Office of Personnel Management, USASpending.gov, and FedBizOpps data by Deloitte’s 

Center for Government Insights. 

“Our study shows that agile techniques have taken root in parts of the federal IT ecosystem,” said 

Warren Miller, managing director, Deloitte Consulting LLP and Federal Agile leader. “Agile is a 

mindset that we have embraced – the guidance and ability it affords us to iterate, prototype and adjust 

rapidly to get to a better solution with our clients is something we want to grow and do more of across 

the government. ICAgile certification will support this work.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

The Hackett Group Achieves Oracle Cloud Premier Status 

15 August 2017 

The Hackett Group, Inc., a Platinum level member of Oracle PartnerNetwork (OPN), announced it has 

achieved the Cloud Premier designation within the OPN Cloud program.  

The OPN Cloud program enables members to showcase their expertise, skills and investment in Oracle 

Cloud, as well as differentiate themselves with Oracle's integrated cloud applications and platform 

services. 

To attain this designation, The Hackett Group and Jibe Consulting* worked with more than 65 

companies to implement Oracle Cloud Applications. This includes Oracle Enterprise Performance 

Management (EPM) Cloud, Oracle Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) Cloud, Oracle Procurement 

Cloud, Oracle Supply Chain Management (SCM) Cloud, and Oracle Human Capital Management 

(HCM) Cloud, secured cloud specializations and registered several applications on the Oracle Cloud 

Marketplace. In addition to achieving the Cloud Premier designation, The Hackett Group also attained 

industry specializations in high technology and media and entertainment. 

The Hackett Group's Oracle ERP Practice Leader Shane Moncrieff explained, "The Cloud Premier 

designation brings recognition to the emergence of Oracle Cloud Applications as market-leading 

solutions and the status of The Hackett Group as a leading solution provider in the marketplace. This is a 

transformational period, and The Hackett Group has been a leader in helping our customers reap the 

benefits that Oracle Enterprise Performance Management Cloud solutions can offer their businesses. We 

are pleased to receive this expanded recognition from Oracle that covers the entire Oracle Cloud 

Applications suite." 

To further differentiate its Oracle Cloud capabilities, The Hackett Group is investing heavily in a 

proprietary Oracle Cloud diagnostic and implementation platform. The Hackett Group's Oracle Cloud 

Transformation Platform allows customers to maximize the value of their Oracle Cloud Applications 

investment by leveraging Hackett Certified Best Practices to help clients align their business 

https://dupress.deloitte.com/dup-us-en/industry/public-sector/agile-in-government.html
https://www2.deloitte.com/us/en/pages/public-sector/solutions/center-for-government-insights.html
https://www2.deloitte.com/us/en/pages/public-sector/solutions/center-for-government-insights.html
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requirements with Hackett Best Practices to Oracle Cloud Applications functionality, which also helps 

shorten the time to benefits while reducing the risk of implementation. 

According to Scott McHale, The Hackett Group's Oracle Technology Leader, "We will continue to 

showcase our dedication to Oracle. We doubled down on our commitment to Oracle with the Jibe 

Consulting acquisition and are further showcasing our commitment with our investment in the Oracle 

Cloud Transformation Platform. We plan to be an Oracle Cloud Elite Partner by 2018!" 

Oracle Cloud is the industry's broadest and most complete public cloud, delivering enterprise-grade 

services at every level of the cloud technology stack including Software as a Service (SaaS), Platform as 

a Service (PaaS), Infrastructure as a Service (IaaS), and Data as a Service (DaaS). 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

 

 

 

 

ITIC Corporation Announces Rebranding and New Website 

15 August 2017 

ITIC Corporation provides government agencies and prime contractors with IT services including 

systems engineering, software engineering and development, cyber security, and systems modernization. 

ITIC’s cleared professionals lead, manage, and support highly technical programs and projects to help 

their customers meet their mission goals. Their newly redesigned website offers quick and easy access to 

essential information and features that offer a more comprehensive understanding of the company's 

innovative approach to providing solutions in the intelligence community.  

The new website has a clean, uncluttered design and improved navigation focused on the company's 

mission to provide its customers and partners with highly qualified technical resources. The new website 

went live August 7, 2017 and is located at the same address: http://www.iticcorp.com. 

"We are excited about the new website launch and robust information it provides for customers, partners 

and prospective employees. Our goal is to provide information that allows visitors to have a better 

understanding about our service offerings," shared Paul Brown, ITIC Founder and Chief Executive 

Officer. "We believe that this new site will allow our visitors to have a very informative experience as 

we continue to grow and increase our industry presence." 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Lantek’s Adria Haines selected for FMA’s Software Technology Council 

16 August 2017 

Lantek Sheet Metal Solutions is proud to announce the appointment of Lantek USA Director Adria 

Haines to the Fabricators & Manufacturer’s Association, International (FMA) Software Technology 

http://www.oracle.com/cloud
file:///C:/Users/svos/Documents/Newsletter%202017/DAILY/16August2017.doc%23Contents
file:///C:/Users/svos/Documents/Newsletter%202017/DAILY/16August2017.doc%23Contents
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Council. As one of only nine members on the council, Haines brings 20 years of expertise in CAD/CAM 

and manufacturing solutions software. 

 

FMA’s Software Technology Council is comprised of volunteer leaders that provide FMA members and 

the industry unbiased information about the benefits of software solutions and automation. “We are 

pleased to have Adria join our Software Technology Council,” states Ashly Lantz, Education Products 

Specialist for FMA. “Adria offers valuable insights into the digitization of manufacturing. This topic is 

top of mind for our members, so we look forward to her support in the coming year.” 

  

Haines has robust experience in the CAD/CAM market. With an educational background in Computer 

Science from the University of Cincinnati, Haines began her career developing and supporting 

CAD/CAM software. She went on to serve as an Application Engineer, demonstrating and 

implementing CAD/CAM Interoperability projects to Fortune 500 manufacturers, before landing in her 

favorite role – crafting solutions for customers. 

  

“I’m a problem-solver by nature,” stated Haines. “Once I began working closely with clients in real-

world manufacturing, I was hooked. To see the impact my work has in saving time and money for 

manufacturers is truly satisfying.” In 2009 Lantek selected Haines to assemble a US team as part of their 

mission to help sheet metal companies digitize their processes with the most innovative software 

products and services. She has been key in the launch of Advanced Solutions, Lantek’s new offering for 

the Digital Transformation of Sheet Metal companies. 

  

“Today I am helping my clients learn Industry 4.0 technologies and how to achieve their digitization 

goals. I am honored to be chosen for the FMA Software Council and hope that my knowledge of 

CAD/CAM, Nesting, Manufacturing Execution Systems (MES), ERP and Integrated Smart Factory will 

be an asset to their mission,” added Haines. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Mentor announces first annual FloTHERM Award for electronics thermal design excellence 

16 August 2017 

Mentor, a Siemens business, today announced its call for entries for its first annual FloTHERM® Delta 

TJ Award for Excellence in Electronics Thermal Design. The FloTHERM solution has been, for over 30 

years,  the de facto computational fluid dynamics (CFD) tool for electronics cooling, used to predict 

airflow, temperature, and heat transfer in components, boards, and complete systems, including racks 

and data centers. Used by thousands of engineers across the globe, the FloTHERM product offers tight 

connectivity with both electronic design automation (EDA) and mechanical design automation (MDA) 

development process flows. Award entrants must demonstrate an application using the FloTHERM 

technology (which may include FloTHERM XT, FloTHERM PCB, and FloTHERM IC) to address a 

design problem. Deadline for submission is August 25, 2017. 
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The winners (first place and two runners up) of the inaugural FloTHERM Award will be announced in 

September and will receive an engraved trophy. The first place winner will also receive a $1,000 (USD) 

Amazon gift voucher, and the two runners up will each receive $500 Amazon gift vouchers. If the 

winners are unable to accept the Amazon gift vouchers, a donation of equal value to a charity of their 

choice will be made in their name. The award winners will also be mentioned in a press release and 

featured in Mentor presentations, Engineering Edge Magazine, and other industry publications. 

"Our award-winning FloTHERM products have been used by leading companies worldwide to address 

their electronics cooling challenges," said Roland Feldhinkel, general manager of the Mentor 

Mechanical Analysis Division. "This annual award will demonstrate and honor how our customers 

successfully apply the FloTHERM technology to develop advanced and innovative electronics 

products." 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

openBoM™ Announces Partnership and Support for Kubotek® KeyCreator® 

15 August 2017 

 

openBoM, the first real-time cloud Bill of Materials (BOM) and inventory management and 

collaboration tool designed to help manufacturing companies share, collaborate, manage, and track 

BOMs across organizational and geographic boundaries now offers Kubotek KeyCreator users cloud 

enablement. openBoM integrated with KeyCreator streamlines the CAD to BOM process by 

establishing a new and more competitive agile paradigm. KeyCreator openBoM users make 

simultaneous changes to a BOM without blocking each other, helping eliminate delays and costly 

disruptions. A typical use-case example is openBoM speeding collaboration between engineering and 

procurement by allowing people to stay on the same BOM without exchanging emails with BOM 

spreadsheet attachments. 

Cloud enablement features openBoM offers KeyCreator users include: 

• Access and manage all openBoM BOMs in a single browser based dashboard 

• Track BOM records and create and manage BOM revisions 

• View history of changes to a BOM and generate change reports 

• Flexible BOM configuration with fully customizable properties 

• BOM sharing & collaboration with team, manufacturers and suppliers 

• Simultaneous BOM editing across organizational and geographic boundaries 

• Track part usage across multiple BOMs with intelligent “Where used” queries 

• Multi-level BOM support with intelligent “Composed of” queries 

• Create and maintain Part Catalogs (Inventories) 

• Export BOM to Excel, PDF and CSV and 

https://www.mentor.com/products/mechanical/engineering-edge/
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• Integration with MCAD and ECAD tools to to manage BOM changes from different CAD 

systems 

“We are very excited to partner with Kubotek and offer KeyCreator users collaboration across the 

design and manufacturing value chain providing them with the benefits of openBoM cloud technologies 

such as real-time part and BOM data access, tracking, editing, and an auditable history of all changes 

made to a BOM by anyone anytime,” said Oleg Shilovitsky, CEO and co-founder of openBoM. 

“We’re excited to add openBOM to the KeyCreator toolset for 2017 V15. This easy to use, powerful 

cloud based solution for collaborative management of Bills of Materials is a great fit for our customers. 

Since it’s fully integrated into the KeyCreator menu structure, automatically generated BOM’s have 

never been easier,” said Andy Beaupré, Product Manager, Kubotek USA, Inc. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Sasken joins PTC Partner Network to unlock the value of IoT 

16 August 2017 

Sasken Technologies Ltd., (formerly Sasken Communication Technologies Ltd.), a product engineering 

and digital transformation solutions provider, announced that it has partnered with PTC, a global 

provider of technology platforms and solutions that transform how companies create, operate, and 

service products. This collaboration will enable both companies to closely collaborate in solving 

business challenges for their customers in the IoT space. 

With extensive experience from connectivity to digital transformation, Sasken is working on developing 

its Industrial IoT solutions leveraging the ThingWorx® Industrial IoT platform and Kepware® 

technology from PTC. Recently, the ThingWorx platform from PTC has been lauded by independent 

analyst firms, including Compass Intelligence, Experton Group, Forrester Research, IDC, IoT Analytics, 

and Lux Research. 

Sasken has already built augmented reality (AR) solutions with the ThingWorx Studio AR authoring and 

publishing tool from PTC, intended for field service operators to more efficiently and accurately 

diagnose problems and reduce the need for repairs. 

“We are excited to be an Industrial IoT technology provider and collaborator for Sasken,” said Ravi 

Asrani, Vice President-Global Services Partner, PTC. “Sasken has a proven history in product 

engineering and digital transformations and will be a valued member of the ThingWorx partner 

ecosystem.” 

Ram Ramaseshan, Senior VP and Head, Automotive and Industrials BUs, Sasken Technologies Limited, 

said, “At Sasken, we are excited to have PTC as our partner for Industrial IoT. Some customer problems 

that we are trying to solve include enabling legacy controllers by ensuring compatibility at the shop-

floor and control-level, asset management, and using AR and virtual reality (VR) to make field service 

operators more effective and efficient. These are complex problems and require a reliable and proven 

IoT platform. PTC’s IoT solutions combined with Sasken’s understanding of industry problems, services 

covering chip to cognition, and digital expertise will enable us to provide more complete and dependable 

solutions to our customers.” 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Siemens provides $135 million grant to digitalise Swinburne’s Factory of the Future 

16 August 2017 

Swinburne University of Technology has further cemented its reputation as a world leader in advanced 

manufacturing, receiving a record $135 million industrial software grant from engineering giant 

Siemens. 

The software grant will be used to digitalise Swinburne’s Factory of the Future, creating Australia’s first 

fully immersed Industry 4.0 facility. 

The new software will give students and researchers access to the same apparatus being used by leading 

companies on advanced projects, developing the skills needed to thrive in the highly-competitive digital 

manufacturing sphere. 

The grant provides a suite of advanced product lifecycle management (PLM) software designed to 

integrate data, processes, business systems and people in an extended enterprise. 

A new generation cloud-based Internet of Things (IoT) platform, MindSphere, is also part of the suite. 

The international competition will be fierce in the manufacturing domain, which is why this 

development is so timely and critical” - Professor Aleksandar Subic 

Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research and Development), Professor Aleksandar Subic says the partnership 

with Siemens is aligned with recommendations made by the Prime Minister’s Industry 4.0 Taskforce.    

“We’re immersed in the fourth industrial revolution and we want to make sure that students and 

researchers are equipped with the required advanced capabilities and tools to help transform Australian 

industry and access global value chains,” says Professor Subic. 

"The international competition will be fierce in the manufacturing domain, which is why this 

development is so timely and critical.” 

Professor Subic says Siemens hi-tech software tools are used in a broad range of contexts and 

applications, from America’s Cup racing yachts, to surfboard design, formula one racing and even the 

Mars Rover. 

“I have experienced the Siemens automation technology and digitalization software and hardware first-

hand in Germany and the US and can see how this approach will help transform our manufacturing 

sector and develop future workforce to participate and compete globally,” Professor Subic says. 

Chairman and CEO of Siemens Australia, Jeff Connolly, says the grant will support Victoria and 

Australia by preparing students to participate fully in the emerging global innovation economy. 

“This is about jobs of the future today,” he said at the announcement of the partnership. 

"I’m proud to be standing here today, side by side with Swinburne University of Technology, 

announcing the largest ever industrial software grant in Australia. 

“Our country’s future relies on companies working with key educational and research institutions to get 

our workforce ready for the fourth industrial revolution.” 

Swinburne and Industry 4.0 

http://www.swinburne.edu.au/research/strengths-achievements/strategic-initiatives/factory-of-the-future/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PEANAw2D0cQ
https://industry.gov.au/industry/Industry-4-0/Pages/PMs-Industry-4-0-Taskforce.aspx
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Industry 4.0, or the fourth industrial revolution, refers to the next stage of modern manufacturing – a 

paradigm shift towards smart factories that merge cyber systems with physical systems. 

Swinburne’s Manufacturing Futures Research Institute is Australia’s first research institute dedicated to 

Industry 4.0. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

TCS Selects Blueprint to Drive Quality, Consistency and Certainty in IT Transformation Projects 

15 August 2017 

Blueprint Software, a provider of Agile planning and business-IT alignment solutions, announced an 

expansion to its strategic partnership with Tata Consultancy Services, a global IT services, consulting 

and business solutions organization. TCS, a global reseller of Blueprint products, leverages Blueprint 

Storyteller across its Business and Technology Services organization to provide application 

development and IT transformational services to large banking and financial services customers. 

Organizations are struggling to deliver the next phase of digital transformation that focuses on driving 

value back to the business on a larger scale. A recent study from Forrester Research, commissioned by 

Blueprint, found the majority of organizations need to automate their up-front planning and 

requirements management to improve business alignment with Agile and DevOps initiatives. With 

Storyteller, TCS helps customers align development initiatives with business goals. All customer 

stakeholder requirements can be captured, reviewed and validated to drive business value through the IT 

development and delivery process. 

“Blueprint Storyteller is the leading platform for automating business and IT alignment in the 

development cycle. We are pleased to expand our partnership with TCS to further extend methodologies 

for successfully providing Agile planning and IT transformational services to customers,” says Martin 

Saipe, SVP of Corporate Development at Blueprint. 

TCS consulting engagements use the leading, proprietary Transformational Delivery Method (TDM) to 

help customers succeed in their transformation initiatives. TCS supports customers using all leading 

Agile methodologies (e.g., SCRUM, LESS, SAFE, DAD) and development processes. Blueprint 

Storyteller was announced as a standard tool for TCS’ TDM 3.5 methodology on June 30, 2017. All 

consultants in the Business and Technology Services group use Storyteller as a standard TCS solution 

for their engagements. 

“We are pleased to partner with Blueprint in providing a standards-based mechanism via our TCS 

Transformation Delivery Method that now helps our clients to scale any part of any Agile framework 

into their customized software development methodology,” says Raman Venkatraman, Vice President & 

Global Head – Alliances & Technology Unit, TCS. 

This partnership is forecasted to have a transformative impact on customers and the broader IT market in 

general. Making standards-based, SEMAT (Software Engineering Method and Theory) and best practice 

content available through Storyteller will accelerate application development initiatives and facilitate 

enterprise transformations that deliver superior value to their organizations. 

For more information on Blueprint Storyteller or the partnership with TCS, contact 

info@blueprintsys.com. 

http://www.swinburne.edu.au/research/our-research/institutes/manufacturing-futures/
file:///C:/Users/svos/Documents/Newsletter%202017/DAILY/17August2017.doc%23Contents
file:///C:/Users/svos/Documents/Newsletter%202017/DAILY/17August2017.doc%23Contents
http://www.blueprintsys.com/
https://www.tcs.com/
http://www.blueprintsys.com/content/aligning-agile-and-devops/
mailto:info@blueprintsys.com


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 15 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Events News 

Altair Technology Conference 2017: September 13 in Melbourne 

14 August 2017 

This one-day event in Melbourne, Australia will feature a special break off session in electro-magnetics. 

Please visit Altair’s website for registration details.   

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Gerber Launches Apparel Matching Solution and Product Updates to Make It Easy to “Embrace 

Your Digital Reality” 

15 August 2017 

Industry 4.0, smart factories, digitization, sustainability and corporate social responsibility – these terms 

are in the headlines of industry publications every day. Digitization is a reality, and that’s good news for 

the fashion industry. Cutting-edge digital design tools that integrate seamlessly with smart machines will 

help garment manufacturers cut costs by millions of dollars, increase throughput, reduce waste and – 

most importantly – stay competitive.  

That’s the message Gerber Technology plans to deliver at the 2017 CISMA tradeshow in Shanghai, 

China September 26-29. With the high concentration of apparel manufacturers and brands attending 

from the Asia Pacific region, Gerber will demonstrate how they are different from others and uniquely 

positioned to help the industry transform. Showing how their Digital Solutions, a full suite of industry 

leading end-to-end integrated products, are helping companies collaborate and go from initial design to 

production and shipment with greater speed, quality and visibility throughout the process.  

They will also launch their new GERBERcutter® Z1 with AutoMatch™ – a stripe, plaid, and 5-star 

automated matching solution. This new automation solution will help apparel manufacturers automate 

manual processes to improve quality, increase productivity, shorten cycle times, reduce labor costs and 

accelerate time to market.  

While the fashion industry is known for setting trends, challenging cultural norms and pushing 

boundaries – it has also been relatively slow to adapt to the changes brought about by social media, a 

savvier consumer base and the advent of “fast fashion”. But there is a growing body of evidence that this 

adoption curve is about to shift.Today, everyone in the industry – from major players to small startup 

labels – are talking about he industry’s digital transformation and how it can revolutionize the 

way garments are designed, created and purchased. “We look forward to meeting with leaders from all 

around the world, to support them as they seek to understand how technology can help them solve the 

key business challenges they are facing as our industry evolves,” said Johnny Wang, Vice President & 

General Manager of Asia Pacific for Gerber Technology.  

The fashion and apparel industry spends billions of dollars each year on physical samples. At CISMA, 

Gerber will highlight how their AccuMark® 3D can be used to validate patterns and simulate virtual 
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garment samples so realistic that there’s no need for designers to spend the time and money cutting and 

sewing “real” ones.  

Mohit Uberoi, CEO of Gerber Technology, said, “The time has come for our industry to embrace 

digitization, to leverage connected technology by eliminating manual processes, and to improve quality, 

efficiency and cost structures, all in a socially responsible way.”  

Gerber has focused on a theme of “Embrace Your Digital Reality”. According to Uberoi, “The ‘Your’ in 

‘Embrace Your Digital Reality’ is critical. Everyone is in a different place in their journey toward 

digitization. We know Gerber has the knowledge, customer focus and set of integrated industry leading 

products to help all companies progress on their journey and achieve optimum results along the way.”  

CISMA attendees can learn more by visiting Gerber Technology in Hall E2, Booth #A22. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Three Creative Engineering Teams Win the Design Automation Conference’s Inaugural 

International Hardware Design Contest 

15 August 2017 

A device that makes 3D printing safer, an audio-enabled IoT security system and an edge node that 

collects power from multiple sources won top prizes in the first International Hardware Design 

Contest at the 54thDesign Automation Conference (DAC). 

The contest, sponsored by Lattice Semiconductor, honored five design teams as finalists from more than 

30 engineering teams that registered to compete in the contest. The five finalist teams highlighted their 

submissions at the World of IoT booth at DAC, the premier event devoted to the design and automation 

of electronic systems (held in Austin, Texas June 19 – 22, 2017). The top three teams who received cash 

prizes are: 

 

First Place 

iSmart Team: Low Power, Low Cost Audio Based Security IoT System 

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign / Inspirit IoT, Inc. 

Di He, Dushyant Bhan, Zizhen Liu, Xinheng Liu, Deming Chen, Zuofu Cheng, Swathi Gurumani, Kyle 

Rupnow 

Second Place 

IoMT Pilot: Towards FPGA-based Collision Detection Accelerator for 3D Printing Safety 

University at Buffalo 

Sree Harini Dunnala, Jerry Ajay, Aravind Polkam, Yuyang Chen, Aosen Wang, Chi Zhou, Wenyao Xu 

Third Place 

SOC: Multiple Energy Source Powered IoT Node Design 

Shandong University / Shandong Yolox Intelligent Electronic Co Ltd / Oklahoma State University / City 

University of Hong Kong 

Ke Liu, Jing Li, Weining Song, Defu Cao, Jingtao Zhang, Changqi Feng, Chun Wang, Wen Bi, Yu 
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Liang, Lei Ju, Jingtong Hu, Mengying Zhao, Chun Jason Xue 

 

The winners were announced during the conferences keynote session at the 54th gathering of DAC. 

The International Hardware Design Contest was developed and sponsored by ACM Special Interest 

Group in Design Automation (SIGDA), DAC and corporate sponsor Lattice Semiconductor. This 

competition will be an annual hardware design contest with themes to boost research and development 

in areas related to the design and automation of electronic systems. For this first year, the theme was 

FPGAs for Internet-of-Things (IoT), and the contest explored the use of low-power FPGAs to 

implement new concepts and designs in IoT edge computing. 

“There was tremendous response for this year’s International Hardware Design Contest, receiving more 

than 30 entries from nine different countries around the globe, and we couldn’t be more pleased with its 

success,” said Claude Moughanni, senior director, strategy at Lattice Semiconductor. “The caliber of 

solutions developed and presented were diverse and highly creative. Submissions solved real-world 

problems in a dynamic IoT market, solving design challenges with Lattice’s edge-optimized low power, 

small form factor FPGAs. We appreciated all the great submissions, and we look forward to more design 

contests to come.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Financial News 

Clear double-digit revenue growth in first half of 2017 with continued high profitability 

15 August 2017 

The Nemetschek Group, provider of software solutions worldwide for the AEC (Architecture, 

Engineering, Construction) industry, has continued on its course of dynamic business development in 

the second quarter of 2017, maintaining high levels of profitability. The greatest growth impulses 

originated from abroad and from recurring revenues from maintenance contracts and rental models.  

Major indicators of the Group’s success 

• Group revenue in the first half of the year amounted to EUR 194.0 million, which is 20.1% 

higher than the corresponding value from the previous year (EUR 161.5 million), whereby 

organic growth reached 14.8% and is therefore at the top end of the target range. In the second 

quarter, Group revenues climbed by 16.5% to EUR 97.7 million (previous year: EUR 83.8 

million). The high basis for comparison resulting from the very strong Q2 from the previous year 

must be considered. Organic growth in Q2 of this year was 11.6%. 

• The Nemetschek Group further reinforced its international alignment. Non-domestic revenue 

rose considerably and over-proportionally by 24.6% to EUR 136.7 million in the first half of the 

year 2017. Growth regions were primarily North America, Asia and Scandinavia. The non-

domestic proportion of Group revenue increased further to 70.5% (previous year’s period: 

67.9%). 

• Recurring revenue from maintenance contracts and rental models was subject to a strong rise of 

29.1%. In the first six months, it increased to EUR 88.7 million (previous year’s period: EUR 
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68.7 million) and thus made up approximately 45.7% of total revenue. Revenues from software 

licenses also rose in the double digits by 13.0% to EUR 96.9 million (previous year’s period: 

EUR 85.8 million). 

• The six-month earnings before interest, taxes, depreciation and amortization (EBITDA) 

increased by 18.3% to EUR 51.7 million. The previous year’s figure in the amount of EUR 43.7 

million was adjusted for a positive one-off gain from Q2 2016 in the amount of EUR 1.9 million 

resulting from a legal dispute. In the first half of the year 2017, the EBITDA margin of 26.6% 

almost reached the corresponding level from the previous year (27.0%). Before adjustment for 

the one-off gain in the previous year, EBITDA increased by 13.4%. 

• Net income for the year (Group shares) increased from January to June 2017 by 21.1% to EUR 

27.7 million (first half of 2016: EUR 22.9 million adjusted for the positive one-off gain). The 

adjusted earnings per share rose from EUR 0.59 to EUR 0.72. Before adjustment for the one-

off effect in the previous year, the net income for the year increased by 14.5%. 

“After the first half year, we are completely within the anticipated ranges for 2017,” said Patrik Heider, 

Spokesman and CFOO of the Nemetschek Group. “The second quarter was certainly challenging for us 

– not only because we had a very strong quarter in the previous year, but also because one of our largest 

brands from the Design segment shifted its product release and the corresponding revenue from the 

second quarter to the second half of the year. This makes us even more positive in our outlook for the 

second half of this year. Nemetschek is well on the way to another record year in terms of revenue and 

earnings.”  

Accounting ratios show financial strength 

The Group’s net asset structure and financial position remained extremely sound as of the end of the 

first half of the year. The equity ratio amounted to 43.6% as of June 30, 2017 (December 31, 2016: 

44.4%). Despite the acquisition of dRofus at the beginning of this year and the dividend payment of 

around EUR 25 million after the annual general meeting on June 1, 2017, cash and cash equivalents 

amounted to EUR 83.4 million (December 31, 2016: EUR 112.5 million).  

Development of the segments in the first half of the year 2017 

In the Design segment, revenue rose by 13.1% to EUR 120.9 million (previous year’s period: EUR 

106.8 million). Purely organic growth was 10.7% without considering dRofus, which was acquired at 

the beginning of the year (revenue: EUR 2.6 million). The shift of the product release of one of the 

largest brands from the second quarter to the second half of the year is reflected in the organic growth. 

EBITDA increased by 13.2% to EUR 33.1 million (previous year: EUR 29.2 million). The operating 

margin thus remained unchanged compared to the previous year at 27.4%.  

Also, supported by the acquisition of Design Data (revenue amount of EUR 5.7 million), the Build 

segment expanded very strongly. Segment revenue increased by 41.6% to EUR 57.1 million (previous 

year’s period: EUR 40.3 million). Revenue rose organically by a high 27.4%. EBITDA increased almost 

proportional to revenue by 40.5% to EUR 12.8 million (first half of the year 2016: EUR 9.1 million) 

despite investment in future growth. EBITDA margin remained constant at 22.4% (previous year’s 

period: 22.6%).  

The Manage segment sustained the positive development from the first quarter and increased revenues 

in the first half of the year by 17.5% to EUR 3.8 million (previous year’s period: EUR 3.2 million). 

EBITDA increased over-proportionally compared to revenue by 21.7%, reaching EUR 0.7 million. It 
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was possible to increase the EBITDA margin accordingly to 18.1% (previous year: 17.5%).  

Half-year revenue in the Media & Entertainment segment increased to EUR 12.3 million, a rise of 

10.1% compared to the previous year’s period (EUR 11.2 million). The EBITDA margin remained at a 

high 41.6% (previous year: 42.9%).  

Very positive outlook for 2017 continues 

Following the very favorable development in the first half of the year, the executive board confirms the 

previously set targets for the year 2017. It continues to anticipate Group revenue ranging from EUR 395 

million to EUR 401 million (+17% to +19% compared to previous year). Purely organic growth is 

expected to be between 13% and 15%.  

Regarding Group EBITDA, the executive board anticipates an increase to between EUR 100 million and 

EUR 103 million. The objective is to maintain the high margin level of 2016 despite strategic 

investment in future growth and EBITDA margins which are still below average for the strongly 

expanding brands acquired.  

For the full release including tables please visit: https://www.nemetschek.com/en/presse/press-

releases/detail/clear-double-digit-revenue-growth-in-first-half-of-2017-with-continued-high-

profitability/  

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Hewlett Packard Enterprise to Present Live Audio Webcast of Third Quarter Earnings Conference 

Call 

15 August 2017 

Hewlett Packard Enterprise will conduct a live audio webcast of its conference call to review its 

financial results for the third fiscal quarter, which ended July 31, 2017. 

The call is scheduled for Tuesday, September 5th at 5 p.m. ET / 2 p.m. PT, and the webcast will be 

available at www.hpe.com/investor/2017Q3webcast. 

A replay of the audio webcast will be available at the same website shortly after the call and will remain 

available for approximately one year. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

NVIDIA Announces Financial Results for Second Quarter Fiscal 2018 

10 August 2017 

NVIDIA today reported record revenue for the second quarter ended July 30, 2017, of $2.23 billion, up 

56 percent from $1.43 billion a year earlier, and up 15 percent from $1.94 billion in the previous quarter. 

• Record revenue of $2.23 billion, up 56 percent from a year ago 

• GAAP EPS of $0.92, up 124 percent from a year ago  

• Non-GAAP EPS of $1.01, up 91 percent from a year ago 
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• Broad growth across all platforms  

GAAP earnings per diluted share for the quarter were $0.92, up 124 percent from $0.41 a year ago and 

up 16 percent from $0.79 in the previous quarter. Non-GAAP earnings per diluted share were $1.01, up 

91 percent from $0.53 a year earlier and up 19 percent from $0.85 in the previous quarter. 

"Adoption of NVIDIA GPU computing is accelerating, driving growth across our businesses," said 

Jensen Huang, founder and chief executive officer of NVIDIA. "Datacenter revenue increased more than 

two and a half times. A growing number of car and robot-taxi companies are choosing our DRIVE PX 

self-driving computing platform. And in Gaming, increasingly the world's most popular form of 

entertainment, we power the fastest growing platforms - GeForce and Nintendo Switch. 

"Nearly every industry and company is awakening to the power of AI. Our new Volta GPU, the most 

complex processor ever built, delivers a 100-fold speedup for deep learning beyond our best GPU of 

four years ago. This quarter, we shipped Volta in volume to leading AI customers. This is the era of AI, 

and the NVIDIA GPU has become its brain. We have incredible opportunities ahead of us," he said. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Siemens Third Quarter Results FY 2017 

3 August 2017 

"Our global team delivered a solid quarter with revenue up 8% and net income growing by 7%. Our 

digital enterprise business impressively underscored its leading position in the market. We are fully on 

track with Vision 2020 and for another strong year." 

Joe Kaeser, President and Chief Executive Officer of Siemens AG 

Click here to read the full PDF and release: 

https://www.siemens.com/press/en/events/2017/corporate/2017-q3.php 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

 

Implementation Investments 

Higher Education Institutions Select Oracle EPM Cloud to Drive Student Success 

14 August 2017 

Higher education institutions of all sizes across the U.S. have invested in Oracle Enterprise Performance 

Management (EPM) Cloud solutions for the modern planning and forecasting insights. Oracle EPM 

Cloud customers in higher education include: Lorain County Community College, San Francisco State 

University, Shawnee State University, University of Maryland, Baltimore, University of Wyoming, and 

the University System of New Hampshire. 

Oracle EPM Cloud helps higher education institutions better align budget dollars with organizational 

priorities to achieve academic and financial goals. With an intuitive user experience and prebuilt 
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financial functions, higher education institutions can get greater insights from Oracle EPM Cloud’s 

automated data analysis. Oracle EPM Cloud also helps with statutory and management reporting 

requirements higher education institutions may have to stakeholders, including state and local 

governments, governing boards, or accreditation bodies. The increased visibility into funding and tuition 

changes also helps them become more efficient and effective with public and private dollars. 

A public research university located in San Francisco, California, San Francisco State University 

(SFSU) offers Bachelor’s, Master’s, and Doctoral degrees to nearly 30,000 students. SFSU has been live 

on Oracle ERP Cloud and Oracle HCM Cloud for a number of years and wanted to perform advanced 

planning and analytics for multiple systems. They selected EPM to help them with reporting on their 

budget, particularly budgeting for headcount planning for future positions. 

“San Francisco State University implemented Oracle EPM Cloud this year with the main goal being to 

reduce our time sifting through multiple systems and data downloads to just put a simple financial report 

or analysis together," said Elena Stoian, executive director, budget administration & operations at SFSU. 

"The budget office was spending more time finding data than conducting any analytical work. With 

Oracle EPM Cloud running, we are able to easily obtain the necessary financial data and spend more 

time on understanding and analyzing the numbers. Our end goal is to roll out the solution university-

wide as our budgeting tool and we are on track to do just that.” 

“Oracle’s cloud-based infrastructure offers the University of Maryland, Baltimore a great solution to 

help us achieve our goals: to minimize the costs of upgrading and maintaining hardware, while at the 

same time improving the functionality and security of our financial management systems as the fiscal 

nature of higher education grows more complex,” said Dawn M. Rhodes, chief business and financial 

officer and vice president. “We are counting on Oracle’s collaboration to make our cloud transition a 

success.” 

Established in 1986 in Portsmouth, Ohio, Shawnee State University is a public university with 

approximately 3,600 students. As the state now allocates funding to Shawnee State based on 

performance and graduation rates, it needed to quickly revamp its business processes to become more 

cost efficient with tuition dollars. The modern features and functionality of Oracle EPM Cloud enable 

staff to focus on making good decisions about costs and revenue so the university can continue to 

provide students with a good academic experience. 

“Shawnee State combines high-quality programs with affordable tuition to make college possible for 

students throughout Ohio and the Midwest, said Dr. Rick Kurtz, president of Shawnee State University. 

“Achieving greater operational efficiencies helps us remain one of the most affordable options for 

students. We realized immediate and significant streamlining of paper-laden, manual processes with the 

implementation of Oracle Cloud Applications for ERP, HCM, and EPM. With a very small contingent 

of staff and the help of Oracle implementation partners, Drivestream and Navigator Management 

Partners, Shawnee State successfully implemented the entire system in less than a year.” 

“We provide higher education institutions with tools that provide transparency into the costs of higher 

education so they can offer their students the best academic experience possible,” said Hari Sankar, 

group vice president, EPM product management at Oracle. “By providing departments with insights on 

the revenue they generate and the resources they consume, Oracle EPM Cloud can help institutions 

make more informed decisions about resource alignment for their programs.” 
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Leica Geosystems Implements Digital Strategy with Siemens’ Teamcenter and NX software 

16 August 2017 

Leica Geosystems has selected the Teamcenter® portfolio from Siemens’ product lifecycle management 

(PLM) software business to accelerate its digital enterprise transformation. By replacing its previous 

system with Teamcenter, the world’s most widely used digital lifecycle management software, Leica 

Geosystems will have a holistic view of the product development process, from concept to execution, 

and can increase overall operational excellence. Combining the power of Teamcenter 

with NX™ software, Siemens’ flagship solution for computer-aided design, manufacturing and 

engineering (CAD/CAM/CAE), the geospatial industry leader will have the tools to not only help design 

new products, but also perfect its production and quality control processes. Implementing a digital 

strategy with Teamcenter and NX should help Leica Geosystems simplify, standardize and automate 

processes, which could lead to future innovations and competitive advantages. 

“Leica Geosystems is known for creating complete solutions for measurement professionals around the 

globe, and we are confident that Teamcenter will provide a complete solution for our product lifecycle 

management needs,” said Alexander Perle, head of Global IT ServiceDesk & Client Management, 

CAD&PLM, for Leica Geosystems. “Implementing a digital strategy with software from Siemens 

should help increase production efficiencies and ensure informed decision making in the future.” 

Leica Geosystems is known for innovative product and solution development for professionals in a 

diverse mix of industries, such as surveying and engineering, building and heavy construction, safety 

and security, and power and plant. As the industry continues to evolve, companies such as Leica 

Geosystems need to ensure close cooperation between mechanical systems, electronics and software in 

their product development processes. Teamcenter should enable Leica Geosystems to improve 

efficiencies and increase its productivity by establishing a global standard for its product and production 

management system, unifying the systems infrastructure. With this crucial framework in place, Leica 

Geosystems can establish the flexibility to stay ahead of the rapid product development cycle, and move 

to production runs with confidence, knowing that they have been tested in advance. Optimizing these 

processes is just one step innovative companies such as Leica Geosystems can take to prepare for 

Industry 4.0. 

“Siemens is committed to helping Leica Geosystems, and other companies throughout the world, 

implement the digitalization and automation of their entire production process,” said Hermann Kaineder, 

Country Manager Austria & Switzerland, Siemens PLM Software. “We look forward to supporting 

Leica Geosystems and helping the organization increase efficiencies and decision making to continue 

innovating in their own business.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Chinese Businesses Embrace SAP SuccessFactors Solutions for the Digital Workforce  

15 August 2017 

SAP SE announced seven new customers in Greater China that are adopting SAP SuccessFactors 

solutions for human capital management (HCM) to better engage and unleash the potential of their 

employees. 

These companies join a rising number of the world’s leading organizations that are taking advantage of 
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SAP’s global network of data centers to enable digital workforce strategies that can accommodate 

specific regional and local market requirements. 

“In today’s global environment, businesses need cloud-based HCM solutions that not only provide a 

unified and engaging employee experience for the global workforce but also address the unique needs of 

each operating environment,” said Greg Tomb, president of SAP SuccessFactors.* “We’re excited to 

provide our newest customers and their employees with a world-class HR experience in Greater China 

and the ability to scale the power of their people internationally.” 

In the first half of 2017, a diverse range of leading organizations in Greater China selected SAP 

SuccessFactors solutions – many with other SAP solutions – to drive their digital HR transformations, 

including: 

• Bosideng International Holdings Limited, a leading apparel company, chose SAP SuccessFactors 

solutions to develop a new HR management platform to not only decrease manual paperwork but 

also help increase employee engagement and provide greater career and performance 

capabilities. 

• E-Life Mall, the number one retailer in Taiwan, with 340 stores, chose SAP SuccessFactors 

solutions together with SAP S/4HANA and SAP Ariba solutions to enable an enterprise-wide 

digital transformation. The company plans to standardize and centralize core processes. 

Moreover, it plans to do this while supporting retail business innovation and attracting the best 

talent through an interactive learning and HR platform to engage and motivate employees. 

• GF Securities Co. Ltd, the largest non-government-controlled investment bank in China, selected 

the SAP SuccessFactors Performance & Goals solution to provide employees with a leading 

workforce management platform to support talent development and align business targets for a 

new generation of cloud-based, strategy-driven systems. 

• Hubei Xin Yang Feng Fertilizer chose SAP S/4HANA as its digital core, along with SAP 

SuccessFactors solutions as its HR platform, to remain at the industry forefront and comply with 

a changing legislative environment. In an evolving agricultural landscape, Xin Yang Feng is 

focused on attracting and retaining top talent to continue producing the most innovative farming 

solutions in China. 

• Ningbo Economic & Technical Development Zone Holding Co. Ltd. (NETD) operates logistics, 

real estate, financial investment and environmental protection public utilities businesses. 

Through the implementation of SAP SuccessFactors solutions together with SAP Leonardo 

offerings and SAP S/4HANA, NETD is building a Smart Manufacturing Innovation Center in 

Ningbo to speed development of intelligent manufacturing. This will support NETD‘s strategic 

plan to help the local government provide better services in Zhejiang Province and eventually 

expand to the whole of China. 

• Shanghai Qiniu Information Technologies Co. Ltd chose the SAP SuccessFactors Employee 

Central and SAP SuccessFactors Performance & Goals solutions to help engage and retain its 

most talented employees, while also enabling greater efficiency through real-time information 

and dependable data analysis. 

• Suzhou Anjie Technology is a total solution provider of functional insulating and cushion 

materials. The company is pursuing an Industry 4.0 strategy using digitally enabled technologies, 

data tools and analytics across the value chain. With SAP SuccessFactors solutions and SAP 
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S/4HANA, Anjie expects to reap ROI from employee training and improve productivity and 

employee satisfaction. 

These companies join more than 6,000 global organizations in choosing SAP SuccessFactors solutions 

to put people first and help them succeed. As more companies look to transform HR to meet the 

demands of an increasingly global and digital workforce, they are embracing leading SAP 

SuccessFactors solutions to help optimize HR processes and enhance their employees’ experiences. 

With 10 data centers around the world — including one in China — the global cloud infrastructure 

footprint of SAP SuccessFactors solutions is unique in its ability to help customers comply with local 

and regional regulations. 

Dozens of leading organizations will present their digital HR transformation stories at the 

SuccessConnect event in Las Vegas taking place August 29-31 at The Cosmopolitan. To learn more 

about the premier HR event of the year, visit http://sapsuccessconnect.com/en_us/las-vegas-2017.html. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Wipro Wins Managed Services Engagement with Grameenphone 

16 August 2017 

Wipro Limited, a global information technology, consulting and business process services company 

announced that it has won a five-year IT infrastructure and applications managed services engagement 

with Grameenphone (GP), a leading telecom operator in Bangladesh. 

Grameenphone Ltd. is the largest mobile telecommunications operator in Bangladesh, majority owned 

by Telenor Group, one of the world’s major mobile operators. 

Wipro will be managing the complete IT landscape for GP, leveraging Wipro HOLMES. As part of the 

contract Wipro will own end-to-end application development and management, infrastructure support 

and maintenance and back office processes for GP. 

This partnership closely aligns with Wipro’s vision to localize, expand its presence and explore new 

businesses opportunities in the country. Wipro will be setting up a new delivery centre in Bangladesh. 

“We selected Wipro as the partner to offer Managed services for Grameenphone based on a thorough 

evaluation process, and we are very proud of being able to attract a world class organization like Wipro 

to Bangladesh. We have full trust in this partnership to deliver the business results as per plan,” said 

Michael Foley, Chief Executive Officer, Grameenphone Limited. 

“We are delighted to have been chosen by Grameenphone as the strategic partner for this engagement, 

which will leverage both our domain expertise and industry leading AI platform- Wipro HOLMES. 

Telenor is a strategic client for us and this engagement further strengthens our relationship with 

Telenor,” said Anil K Jain, Senior Vice President & Global Head - Communications Business Unit, 

Wipro Limited. 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Product News 

The Future of Smart Building Solutions Delivered: Altair’s Carriots Analytics™ Integrates with 

CANDI PowerTools 

15 August 2017 

 

Altair announced its collaboration with CANDI Controls to offer a comprehensive smart building 

solution that operates with industry-leading commercial gateways. The new Altair-CANDI solution 

combines the strength of CANDI PowerTools, which handles the complex protocol and networking 

problems required to securely integrate and manage edge device communications, with Carriots 

Analytics’ comprehensive data analytics interface, offering advanced data analytics and visualization for 

all types of smart building data. 

“Altair is very excited to collaborate with CANDI to offer a comprehensive business intelligence 

platform for smart buildings,” said Joe Sorovetz, Senior Vice President for Enterprise Business at Altair. 

“Carriots Analytics will not only let building operators collect and analyze building data, it also allows 

them to quickly derive valuable and actionable insight to increase efficiency and reduce operating 

costs.” 

Through the integration of Carriots Analytics with PowerTools, Altair and CANDI are bringing to 

market an innovative way to acquire, analyze and visualize data from Smart Buildings. This new 

solution empowers users to aggregate live and historical data from HVAC, energy, lighting, 

temperature, air quality and other devices, allowing them to combine it with data from other sources 

(e.g. Financial, Maintenance, Customer Relationship Data, Warranty Data) for better insights. Smart 

building managers can now deploy and manage multiple locations and assets quickly, easily, and with 

significant ROI. The solution works with CANDI-powered gateways sold through Ingram Micro, Arrow 

Electronics, Logic Supply and other distributors. 

“Data analysis is essential to facilities, energy and sustainability managers who are responsible for 

multiple buildings. They interact with large amounts of data and need to quickly derive strategic insights 

from a holistic view of their portfolio,” said Steve Raschke, CEO of CANDI. “Our alliance with Altair 

and integration of Carriots Analytics with CANDI PowerTools empowers those professionals with the 

ability to transform data into actionable knowledge. This is how smart buildings work.” 

To learn more about the Altair-CANDI smart building solution please visit 

www.candicontrols.com/carriots or email carriots@candicontrols.com. 
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HCL Launches A.I–Powered Process Transformation Platform and Consulting Offerings 

14 August 2017 

HCL Technologies (HCL) continues to pioneer best–in–class A.I–powered solutions to transform entire 

IT services landscapes as well as business processes and application engineering processes. HCL has 

recently launched ‘Cognitive Orchestrated Process Autonomics (COPA)’ Platform for enterprise–wide 

process revamp and ‘Transformation through Autonomics & Orchestration (TAO)’, bringing top–end 
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consulting services to enterprises, looking to rebuild their business and IT systems on the foundation of 

A.I. 

DRYiCE™ COPA platform applies smart A.I–powered elements to the front, middle and back–office 

processes, driving end–to–end automation and orchestration of IT / Business Processes and creating a 

‘Unified Office.’ DRYiCE™ TAO is an Autonomics & Orchestration assessment and strategy 

consulting service, helping organizations chart out a detailed and descriptive pathway to an A.I–powered 

future. 

Speaking about the evolution of automation, Tom Reuner, SVP – Intelligent Automation at HfS 

Research, stated, “To enable a truly digital experience, organizations have to connect the back, middle 

and front–office to achieve what HfS terms the OneOffice. To enable and accelerate this journey, the 

notion of orchestrating a diverse set of automation approaches is a critical enabler. By integrating a 

broad set of automation capabilities, COPA provides organizations with critical building blocks to 

enhance their automation assets.” 

“The success that we have seen in bringing the impact of A.I to our enterprise customers, since we 

launched DRYiCE™ two years ago, has allowed us to amass an incredible amount of invaluable real-

world experience about the practical aspects of A.I applications,” said Kalyan Kumar, CTO – IT 

Services, HCL Technologies. “For enterprises looking to rebuild their systems on the foundation of A.I, 

we have introduced next–generation offerings and platforms, including a radical reimagining of the 

traditional role of robotic process automation through DRYiCE™ COPA and expert assessment and 

strategy consulting service DRYiCE™ TAO.” 

DRYiCE™ COPA platform brings together the best of Robotic Process Automation (RPA), 

Orchestration, Artificial Intelligence, Machine Learning, and the Natural Language Processing–enabled 

Cognitive Virtual Assistant – ‘LUCY.’ COPA automates entire IT or Business Process chains end–to–

end in a seamless way, delivering a ‘Unified Office’ experience to end–users. It achieves this by 

integrating back–end RPA with front–end NLP and A.I for judgmental decision-making, enabling 

accurate recognition of queries and offering real–time deliverables. 

DRYiCE™ COPA and DRYiCE™ TAO are powered by a team of 200+ autonomics specialists, 

including professionals certified on cognitive platforms like WorkFusion Smart Process Automation. 

HCL DRYiCE™ Autonomics & Orchestration suite offers end–to–end and full stack Automation 

covering IT services, business services, digital operations and business processes. 
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Propel Announces Cloud PLM for Digital Transformation in Life Sciences  

16 August 2017 

Propel today announced general availability of its Medical Validation Pack (MVP) for the life sciences 

industry. The Propel MVP offers pre-configured, out-of-the-box best practices to help life sciences 

companies build in product and process quality using Propel’s cloud PLM system. While many PLM 

solutions solely focus on engineering and quality, Propel also enables life sciences companies to work 

with everyone needed for digital transformation. Propel helps medical companies more easily and 

securely collaborate with strategic customers, technology partners, suppliers and channel partners on 
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product development, sales enablement, regulatory compliance and customer adoption. 

The Propel MVP is a complete set of validation document templates that enable customers to 

significantly reduce validation time and costs when deploying Propel’s cloud PLM software. Propel 

customers can more easily adhere to regulatory standards like ISO 13485, FDA Total Product Life Cycle 

(TPLC), 21 CFR Part 11 and 21 CFR Part 820. In addition to providing a pre-validated solution, Propel 

works with customers on planning, managing, testing, and preparing for validation. After initial 

validation, Propel performs regression testing on every subsequent software release, including 

documentation of all upcoming features, feature risk, and enablement details. 

“Propel’s Part 11 compliant PLM solution can help life sciences companies like R2 Dermatology 

collaborate better and bring high quality medical devices to market faster,” according to Bijesh 

Chandran, Senior Director of Regulatory Affairs and Quality Assurance at R2. “R2’s vision is to 

become the most admired company in dermatology in the minds of our customers and their patients, our 

commercial partners, our clinical advisors, our stakeholders, and our employees. Propel’s validated PLM 

solution plays a key role towards R2 realizing that vision.” 

“Life sciences companies always need to meet strict quality standards, and Propel’s new MVP will make 

it easier than ever for companies to get validated, live and compliant,” said Brian Sohmers, Chief 

Product Officer of Propel. “Of course, we’re helping companies improve product quality and 

compliance. What’s even more exciting is that life sciences companies finally have a robust cloud PLM 

system for digital transformation, and they can finally collaborate with everyone they need to make their 

products a success in the market.” 
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