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Acquisitions 

ESI Group to Acquire CIVITEC 

30 March 2015 

 

Alain de Rouvray, ESI Group’s Chairman and CEO states: “This new expertise of assistance to human 

perception, coupled with the excellent IFSTTAR partnership, provides opportunity to take into account 

the interactions of a vehicle, or any other industrial product, with its scalable immersive environment. 

Once integrated into digital 3D modeling, it will enable dramatically accelerated design and prototyping 

of embedded control and security systems and thereby strengthen the value of our global solutions in 

virtual prototyping. For ESI Group’s industrial partners, Advanced Driver Assistance Systems (ADAS) 

present a major technological challenge as efficiency must be built upon the quality of interaction 

between digital modeling and human perception. The growing requirements in terms of active safety 

make it important and urgent to integrate ADAS systems in virtual prototyping, complementing the 

existing constraints of passive safety during product development. Clearly strategic for ESI Group, this 

operation amplifies our technological and commercial synergies in many sectors, including automotive, 

aerospace and more generally address the new societal challenges of the mobility and safety industries”. 

Founded in 2009, CIVITEC is a spin-off of IFSTTAR, the French Institute of Science, Transport 

Technology and Network Development which until recently was its main shareholder. CIVITEC has 

capitalized on years of R&D by IFSTTAR and its know-how in perception sensors simulation and 

algorithmic development. This breakthrough technology is commercially available via its flagship 

platform, Pro-siVICTM, owned by ESI Group following the acquisition of an 80% stake in CIVITEC. 

This represents a unique opportunity for ESI Group to commercialize CIVITEC technology, 

industrializing their innovative development platform and building on ESI’s solid track record of 

integrating new offerings in the solutions delivered through its worldwide commercial network. 

Pro-siVICTM enables industrial players to develop perception assistance systems from the design phase 

to the final testing. Implementation of such modules is highly complex, as it requires the 3D modelling 

of ultra-realistic environment conditions, digitally transcribed using sensors simulation and wrapped in 

an optimized interface that improves operators’ perception. The man-to-machine interface must provide 

an operator, such as a vehicle driver, with the best information available to enable him or her to make 

better decisions. Perception assistance systems are critical to the deployment of active safety systems, 
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today considered as crucial for the automotive and aeronautic industries. 

Access to the fast-growing Advanced Driver Assistance System market driven by increased 

requirements in terms of safety standards 

This operation will provide the Group with a new strategic positioning on the fast-growing Advanced 

Driver Assistance System (ADAS) market. The objective of Electronic and IT embedded systems is to 

improve driver perception of the environment and thereby create powerful leverage for effective active 

safety, defined as the elements to avoid crashes. Active safety is increasingly included in the Euro 

NCAP certification test for the whole pre-crash phase so the demand from constructors will remain 

buoyant and be driven by the continuous requirement for integration of related technology and 

connectivity in cars. The cost of the driving campaign to obtain active safety qualification could reach 

between €10 million and 30 million per year, in the absence of sensors and tools for virtual prototyping. 

This is due to the various test coverage iterations imposed by the unlimited number of possible 

environments. The Pro-siVICTM solution addresses this issue by simulating a 3D environment as seen 

by the sensors, and allows the creation of ADAS with substantially reduced development costs. The 

ADAS market is expected to show a 20%1 average annual growth over the 2015-2019 period. In 2014 

the active safety tests represented 20% of the global score, vs. 10% in 2010. This trend will accelerate as 

automated systems have an increased influence on safety until, as expected by 2025, vehicles can be 

fully autonomous. 

Further expansion of the offering value of ESI Group’s solution in active safety 

The car of the future will require specific solutions able to co-integrate the development of all safety 

aspects, from product conception to virtual prototyping. By reaching a major milestone in its 

technological development strategy offer, ESI Group, already a recognized pioneer and world leader in 

passive safety digital solutions and virtual modelling, will provide automotive groups with a holistic 

solution embracing all safety issues. 

This new offering value, including tools for ADAS modeling and prototyping, should create efficient 

leverage to target new clients and further expand current partnerships. It is perfectly in line with the 

nature of ESI Group’s solution, originally developed to achieve cost and time savings while spurring 

innovation. 

Mr Devauchelle Guillaume, Valeo Vice President of innovation comments: “We look forward to the 

industrialization stage proposed by ESI on the technology developed by CIVITEC in collaboration with 

IFSTTAR. This approach will allow us to amplify the integration of this valuable technology in Valeo’s 

solution in terms of innovation, especially in the context of our intuitive driving program integrating the 

intensification of the active safety”. 

Promising value-creation potential related to CIVITEC innovative technology and synergies with ESI 

Group’s offer 

This acquisition, which includes a small top team is already operationally profitable and is expected to 

be accretive to ESI Group in short term. Regarding ESI Group’s track record in terms of integration and 

successful industrialization of technology, this acquisition should accentuate value creation by enabling 

implementation of a more comprehensive crash and safety test offering that can be adopted by the 

Group’s current partners. Moreover, this is a first step for ESI Group in adapting its offer to the 

integration and modeling of embedded electronic systems; a strategic move that can be rolled out to all 

industrial sectors through its international sales network. 

After finalization of the full operation, which is being financed by the Group’s credit facilities, ESI 

Group will own 80% of the company’s capital and CIVITEC will be incorporated within the Group’s 



CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 4 

consolidated results from March 27, 2015. 

As minority shareholder with strong interest in pursuing the strategic partnership with CIVITEC, 

IFSTTAR will assure continuous transfer from research work to industrial applications. 

Philippe Pralus, Managing Director of Civitec comments: “We are delighted to be joining ESI Group, 

the renowned leader in industrial virtual prototyping. Its advanced collaboration with most global 

innovative leaders is a unique opportunity to accelerate the industry’s digital revolution by offering new 

solutions able to co-integrate electronic systems and physical product specificity on the same platform 

development from the design to the prototyping stage. I am totally confident in ESI’s capacity to 

capitalize on its worldwide commercial network to roll-out our disruptive technology in the modelling of 

perception assistance systems”. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

ESI Group to Acquire the Assets of Picviz Labs 

1 April 2015 

 

Creation of a big data visual analysis platform to detect unknown operational problems 

 Access to a green field market: scientific data visualization 

 Roll-out opportunity on multiple sectors where big data is key 

 Technological foundation to develop efficient machine-learning solutions 

 Strategic investment optimized by the direct acquisition of business 

Alain de Rouvray, ESI Group’s Chairman and CEO states: “Picviz Labs’ technology constitutes a remarkable and 

exceptionally clever innovation which strengthens operational intelligence by visually identifying important and hidden 

issues.  Beyond the highly-promising cyber-security market, energized by SaaS/Cloud deployments and the surge of hacker 

attacks, Picviz Labs is poised to accelerate ESI Group’s expansion into a large number of new verticals. This movement is 

expected to include addressing interests of non-industrial companies and health sciences by identifying previously invisible 

correlations that could help improve predictability and thereby reinforce the innovative potential of numerical modeling. For 

ESI Group's core market Picviz Labs visual solutions add a powerful capability to smartly navigate the ocean of 

data generated by increasingly large and complex digital models, and to reveal the wealth of knowledge deeply buried and 

consequentially often undetected and wasted." 

Currently consisting of 5 employees, the French Company Picviz Labs was founded in 2010 and has 

since built and delivered a solution “to detect the unknown” through massive data inspection. Its big 

data visual analytics technology, provided through a unique and fast data rendering engine, enables 

customers to detect unexpected problems. Capitalizing on big data’s potential, Picviz Labs offers a new 

conception of operational intelligence by reversing the methodology vs. classical analytic tools based on 

Query Engines. 

Access to a green field market: scientific data visualization 

Visual analytics and scientific data visualization market is predicted to considerably expand in the 

coming years, reaching a market potential of several billion dollars. Such tremendous demand is notably 

linked to the arrival of the smart and digital factory with the new approach that revolutionizes the 

methodology of all product development processes by dematerializing the physical prototype and 

boosting process flexibility to reduce development timeframes. Adapting to this new framework, all 
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engineers and technicians will be able to detect and anticipate any operational issues or inefficiencies 

while the product is under development. Leveraging this operational intelligence demand, Picviz Labs 

offers a data visualization platform able to integrate and analyze any kind of very large quantities of data 

in order to interactively highlight outliers and unexpected behavior. 

Roll-out opportunity on multiple sectors where big data is key 

Picviz Labs’ technology aims to meet the exponential demand that could emerge from all verticals 

where big data can generate strong added value for security intelligence. Already collaborating with 

prestigious international groups such as BNP PARIBAS, La Poste, BULL (ATOS) or Thales, and also 

with government agencies, Picviz Labs has established in many fields a solid and acknowledged 

reputation for its data visualization offering. 

The Company will notably position ESI Group in the growing demand from industry for cyber-security 

to protect their data and prevent any cyber-attacks or data theft attempts and can thereby help ESI roll-

out its virtual prototyping offering beyond the traditional industrial verticals. In addition to this specific 

complementarity, this acquisition is also a unique opportunity for Picviz Labs to accelerate its expansion 

in the vast and fast-growing security intelligence market by leveraging ESI Group’s distribution 

infrastructure and portfolio of important global industrial players. 

Technological foundation to develop efficient machine-learning solutions 

Capitalizing on Picviz Labs’ big-data visual analysis capability, ESI Group plans to develop a disruptive 

machine-learning solution dedicated to industrial clients whose product development processes deploy 

more and more computer-controlled systems, including product line embedded electronic systems and 

robots. Offering industrialists the opportunity to improve the artificial intelligence of their machines by 

learning from past data and automatically improving its algorithms, the ESI Group’s strategy is to 

deliver strong value-added services such as predictive maintenance, quality-assurance, component-

replacement planning or supply chain management and logistics. 

Strategic investment optimized by the direct acquisition of business 

ESI acquired all assets of Picviz Labs, including know-how for its powerful big-data visualization 

solution, and its strong commercial portfolio in the cyber-security market where the pursuance of its 

existing activity could generate substantial value for ESI Group. 

The operation, which also includes the integration of the highly-qualified team, holds strong commercial 

and technological synergies that will facilitate ESI Group’s entry into the cyber-security market and 

strengthen its value added visualization services offered to its existing industrial market. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Hexagon Expands Industrial Software Offering with the Acquisition of Q-DAS 

31 March 2015 

 

Hexagon AB today announced the acquisition of Q-DAS, an international software company in 

Statistical Process Control (SPC) solutions for industrial manufacturing. 

Software solutions have become a vital part of optimising the manufacturing process. Furthering 

Hexagon's strategy to expand its software portfolio in this area, the Q-DAS acquisition adds software to 

support the data management needs of a factory. While people, materials and methods can all lead to 
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fluctuations in machine and process capability, Hexagon's solutions will now provide the means to more 

accurately observe and evaluate the production process in real time, enabling workers to control and 

suppress fluctuations as they occur. This helps customers avoid costly mistakes, adhere to global 

industry standards, and achieve manufacturing efficiencies with high-quality output. 

Based in Germany, Q-DAS has offices and partner distribution companies around the world. Already 

compatible with both Hexagon and third-party solutions, the Q-DAS portfolio is widely used in 

manufacturing sectors where high production volumes and dimensional quality needs require statistical 

analysis - like the automotive sector where Q-DAS is the de-facto standard. Hexagon and Q-DAS intend 

to maintain the company's position in relation to technical partners, keeping Q-DAS platforms open to 

the numerous systems providers they currently support. 

The Q-DAS portfolio will strengthen Hexagon's metrology planning solution, MMS (Metrology 

Management System), which is designed to provide easy access to measurement data - from any source 

or supplier - all in one place. The application of statistical procedures will improve measurement 

accuracy and consistency while also helping to automate the analysis of measurement results - making 

quality data fully actionable throughout the production process. 

"Adding Q-DAS to the Hexagon family has many advantages," said Hexagon President and CEO Ola 

Rollén. "Not only does it provide the opportunity to increase the value of our MMS solution but also 

adds growth opportunities for our business, enabling increased market penetration of Q-DAS solutions 

through our global presence and customer network." 

Q-DAS will be fully consolidated when customary regulatory approvals have been obtained. Q-DAS 

will positively contribute to Hexagon's earnings and the company's turnover for 2014 amounted to 

approximately 15 MEUR. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Tata Technologies Europe Ltd. Agrees to Strategic Sale of French PLM Retail Operations 

3 April 2015 

 

Tata Technologies Europe Ltd., today signed an agreement in principle to sell its French Product 

Lifecycle Management (PLM) software retail business to Visiativ. 

The agreement furthers Tata Technologies Europe's strategic divestment of PLM software retail sales as 

a means of providing greater focus on engineering, design and product development technology services 

for the automotive, aerospace and industrial machinery industries. 

A specialist in PLM solutions and systems integration for the Dassault Systèmes 3DEXPERIENCE 

platform (Catia, Enovia), Tata Technologies in France has a portfolio of 250 PLM software clients, of 

which 170 are active users of Dassault Systèmes solutions. As of 31 March, the company had about 40 

employees located in Paris, Strasbourg and Toulouse. Tata Technologies will continue offering French 

clients services for engineering, design and product development technology – including PLM.   

The definitive agreement will be concluded during the month of June. 

"This allows us to redeploy capital in alignment with core strategy and enable us to pursue higher-

growth opportunities while creating greater value for stakeholders," said Nick Sale, Chief Operating 

Officer, Tata Technologies Europe. 
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Viewpoint Construction Software Acquires Jobpac 

2 April 2015 

 

Viewpoint Construction Software® has acquired Sydney-based Jobpac, provider of construction 

software solutions to the Australian and New Zealand (ANZ) construction industry for more than 25 

years. Combining Jobpac’s strong team of construction software professionals with Viewpoint’s 

organisation and advanced product portfolio creates a significant market leader with unsurpassed 

resources for customer service, support and new product development. 

Viewpoint will maintain its Melbourne facility but relocate its ANZ Headquarters to the Jobpac offices 

in Sydney. The combined organisation will be led by former Jobpac CEO, Ian Desbrow, who will now 

become Viewpoint’s Managing Director in ANZ. Jobpac and Viewpoint customers will be supported by 

a larger and more extensive local staff of application and technical support resources. Viewpoint intends 

to combine the expertise of the Viewpoint and Jobpac organisations to broaden and improve its entire 

product portfolio for the Australia/New Zealand market. The combination of Viewpoint and Jobpac 

provides unparalleled resources for ANZ contractors and capital projects stakeholders including superior 

technical and application support, professional services and consulting. The acquisition also offers 

current Jobpac customers expanded product options including best in class applications, Viewpoint For 

Project Collaboration and Viewpoint’s mobile defect management solution, Field View. 

“Through strategic growth and development, Viewpoint has been very successful in serving the needs of 

construction organisations across the globe. Our technology solutions provide greater productivity, 

visibility, collaboration and ultimately, increased profits to thousands of users,” stated Jay Haladay, 

CEO of Viewpoint. “The combination of Viewpoint’s strong technical platforms, coupled with Jobpac’s 

deep construction expertise and market presence, allows Viewpoint to expand and deepen its 

commitment to the Australian and New Zealand markets.” 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Company News 

Adlib and Informed Consulting Collaborate to Meet Enterprise-Level Requirements of Global 

Organizations 

30 March 2015 

 

Adlib and Informed Consulting announced a strategic partnership that will see the two companies 

working together to meet the enterprise-level document management requirements of organizations 

worldwide in Enterprise Content Management (ECM). 

Organizations across multiple industries around the globe will realize significant improvements within 

their Enterprise Content Management (ECM) environments with Adlib’s unparalleled enterprise-grade, 

http://en-au.viewpoint.com/products/viewpoint-for-project-collaboration
http://en-au.viewpoint.com/products/viewpoint-for-project-collaboration
http://www.prweb.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5hZGxpYnNvZnR3YXJlLmNvbS8/dXRtX3NvdXJjZT1wcndlYiZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPXByZXNzcmVsZWFzZSZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249QWRsaWItYW5kLUluZm9ybWVkLUNvbnN1bHRpbmctQ29sbGFib3JhdGU=
http://www.prweb.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cDovL2luZm9ybWVkY29uc3VsdGluZy5jb20vdXMv
http://www.prweb.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5hZGxpYnNvZnR3YXJlLmNvbS93aWRnZXQvcmVuZGVyQ29udGVudC5hc3B4P2Fzc2V0PSU3YjA3RkQ0M0QxLTdCN0EtNEExOS1COUZELUJGQUIwQzg4Qjk2MSU3ZCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPXByd2ViJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09cHJlc3NyZWxlYXNlJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1BZGxpYi1hbmQtSW5mb3JtZWQtQ29uc3VsdGluZy1Db2xsYWJvcmF0ZQ==
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automated document transformation technology and Informed Consulting’s well-established expertise 

and their recently brought to market SharePoint App for Documentum SPA4D, connecting together the 

best of both worlds. 

“We are very pleased to form a strategic partnership with Adlib. By combining Informed Consulting’s 

expertise in Enterprise Content Management, with Adlib’s world class document transformation 

technologies, we can define exciting new opportunities for enhanced user collaboration while 

maintaining enterprise control”, said Timm Scalf, General Director, Informed Consulting. 

Informed Consulting has a strong track record with respect to bringing together enterprise and end-user 

demands. This includes many cases with demand for secure and complete collaboration and sharing of 

digital documents. Backed by the joint experience of the two organizations and recent studies from 

AIIM, it is clear that there is much ground to win for customers who can further improve their document 

intensive processes with expert guidance and enhanced PDF capabilities. Through this new partnership, 

Informed Consulting and Adlib can now bring excellent domain expertise from both a business and a 

technical point of view to customers. 

“Organizations globally will benefit from this key partnership,” stated Craig Gleason, VP Partners & 

Solutions, Adlib. “Through an emphasis on enterprise-grade delivery, their ECM environments will be 

enhanced, leading to improved business processes across the board, like compliance, archiving and 

collaboration.” 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Arena Solutions’ Steve Chalgren Named to Supply & Demand Chain Executive’s 2015 ‘Pros to 

Know’ 

31 March 2015 

 

Arena Solutions announced that Steve Chalgren, Arena’s vice president of product management & 

strategy, has been named a 2015 ‘Pros to Know’ by Supply & Demand Chain Executive magazine. 

The Pros to Know Awards recognize supply chain executives, as well as manufacturing and non-

manufacturing enterprises, that are leading initiatives to help prepare their companies’ supply chains for 

the significant challenges of today’s business climate. 

Steve Chalgren was named a 2015 Provider Pros to Know, which recognizes individuals from software 

firms and service providers, consultancies or academia, who have helped their supply chain clients, or 

the supply chain community at large, prepare to meet these challenges. 

Chalgren combines deep domain expertise with a proven record of delivering products that solve 

manufacturers’ real problems. For nearly five years, he has led the product management team at Arena 

Solutions to deliver modern cloud based products focused on helping the OEM outsource. Prior to 

Arena, he held leadership positions in product strategy at Oracle. Before that, Chalgren held positions in 

solution consulting, product management and led the Agile Advantage development team at Agile 

Software. 

Before working in enterprise software, Chalgren spent nearly a decade in manufacturing supply chain 

operations, mainly for fast-growing technology start-ups. In these roles he gained an appreciation for the 

complexity of design-to-manufacturing processes and first-hand experience with their challenges. 

“In today’s business climate, management of one’s supply chain is critical,” said Chalgren. “Arena’s 

http://www.prweb.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5hZGxpYnNvZnR3YXJlLmNvbS93aWRnZXQvcmVuZGVyQ29udGVudC5hc3B4P2Fzc2V0PSU3YjA3RkQ0M0QxLTdCN0EtNEExOS1COUZELUJGQUIwQzg4Qjk2MSU3ZCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPXByd2ViJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09cHJlc3NyZWxlYXNlJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1BZGxpYi1hbmQtSW5mb3JtZWQtQ29uc3VsdGluZy1Db2xsYWJvcmF0ZQ==
http://www.arenasolutions.com/
http://www.arenasolutions.com/
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solutions enable our customers and partners alike with complete transparency into all aspects of their 

supply chain, allowing them to be more efficient and streamlined in the manufacturing process. I am 

grateful to have Arena’s contributions to supply chain management be recognized by the editorial staff 

at Supply & Demand Chain Executive magazine.” 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Computer Aided Technology, Inc. (CATI) Earns Platinum Partner Status From Stratasys, Ltd. 

30 March 2015 

 

Computer Aided Technology, Inc. (CATI) was named as a Stratasys Platinum Partner, which is the 

highest partner tier available. 

“The team at CATI has achieved a great deal in their 20+ years in business. Their demonstrated 

performance, ability to provide a broad portfolio of solutions, and commitment to client success makes 

them an excellent partner with which to work. Their expertise and knowledge of both the PolyJet and 

FDM lines of 3D Printers and Production Systems allows them to deliver the right solution to their 

clients. Congratulations to the CATI team for earning this honor”, said Eric Bert, Stratasys’ Senior Vice 

President, Sales North America. 

CATI operates nine offices; serving Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Minnesota, Missouri, and 

Wisconsin.  Housed within multiple locations are comprehensive 3D Printing Labs showcasing 

Stratasys’ FDM and PolyJet 3D Printers and Production Systems. Visit the CATI website for more 

information. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

COMSOL Opens New office in Moscow, Russia 

30 March 2015 

 

COMSOL announced the opening of a new office in Moscow, Russia. The new office provides sales and 

support for the growing community of COMSOL Multiphysics® users in Russia. Services include local 

sales, technical support, training sessions, and on-site workshops, seminars, and customer visits.  

"Russia is known for its strong school of physics and mathematics,” says Evgeny Kuznetsov, Managing 

Director of COMSOL LLC. “This has helped the country to obtain leading positions in knowledge-

intensive industries, including rocket engine design and nuclear power stations. Oil and gas is another 

example of a sophisticated industry in Russia where multiphysics modeling can significantly improve 

efficiency and help develop new technologies—from exploration to distribution and beyond.”  

The COMSOL software product suite shown at www.comsol.ru, which includes products for simulating 

any application in the electrical, mechanical, fluid, and chemical disciplines.  

Egor Vtorushin, researcher at the Novosibirsk Technology Center of Baker Hughes, expresses his 

excitement about the new office: "We use COMSOL Multiphysics software and the AC/DC Module for 

the numerical simulation of electromagnetic logging. We welcome the opening of the COMSOL office 

http://www.cati.com/
http://www.cati.com/company/3d-cad-solidworks-reseller-facilities.html
http://www.cati.com/
http://www.comsol.ru/
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in Russia and look forward to interacting more closely with their technical support and sales teams.”  

The opening of the Russian office comes at an auspicious time for COMSOL, as the Application Builder 

and COMSOL Server™ were recently released with COMSOL Multiphysics version 5.0. “We are 

investing in our rapidly growing user base,” says Farhad Saeidi, President of COMSOL AB. “The 

Application Builder will make simulation applications available to a wider audience, while the high-tech 

community in Moscow will be key for establishing a dedicated COMSOL user base in Russia. Our 

customers in Russia and their entire organizations will be able to benefit from both the local office and 

the software’s new tools right away.”  

Upcoming events in Russia include seminars in Moscow, St. Petersburg, Novosibirsk, and Kazakhstan.  

“Moscow is the heart of Russia,” concludes Kuznetsov. “The new COMSOL office will bring the 

company’s innovative, vibrant, and cutting-edge corporate culture closer to local users. This will 

improve the quality of services, making COMSOL Multiphysics even more valuable for engineers, 

researchers, and developers."  

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Cooperation between XPLM and Elysium 

1 April 2015 

 

Elysium Co. Ltd., announces a new partnership with XPLM Solution and establishes an enterprisewide 

competence team for the migration of PLM and CAD data. 

As a neutral provider, XPLM will prospectively be cooperating closely with Elysium, a leading provider 

of 3D conversion- and optimization-technology. The two companies built up a team of experts in the 

field of migration and conversion of PLM and CAD data. In the course of this partnership, XPLM and 

Elysium are offering their customers the possibility of a conversion of different PLM or CAD source 

systems in any other PLM or CAD target systems. 

"CAD and PLM migrations are ranking among the supreme disciplines within the PLM business. With 

the new cooperation agreement between Elysium and XPLM we are combining our forces to expand our 

service offer. We have excellent and perfectly matched migration solutions together with an experienced 

team that implements the migrations in course of the project efficiently and with high quality", says Karl 

"Charly" Wachtel, Managing Director at XPLM Solution. 

The customers, in future, profit from this strong alliance. "This strategic alliance between Elysium, with 

expertise in CAD to CAD translation, and XPLM, with expertise in PDM systems, will provide our 

customers with an end-to-end solution for complete PLM interoperability projects," says Ken Tashiro, 

Managing Director at Elysium Europe. 

The cooperation will firstly concentrate on the Central European market. 
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Creaform USA is now here! 

1 April 2015 
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Creaform announced the opening of its US-based corporation and offices in Costa Mesa, California. The 

opening of this new office is the result of the growing demand for Creaform’s portable measurement 

solutions as well as its dedication to better support its ever-expanding US customer base. Moreover, it 

complements Creaform’s current American presence. 

The offices, strategically located on the West Coast, will provide complete sales and metrology services, 

with the addition of local application engineers and project leaders on site. 

“California is a hotbed for cutting-edge technology,” explained Martin D. Chader, US Country Manager 

at Creaform. “With such a flourishing economy, substantial military presence, and significant 

commercial potential, California was a natural fit for our US-based office.”   

Creaform US Sales can be reached at 1.855.939.4446 while Creaform Technical support services can be 

reached from Monday through Friday, 5 a.m. to 5 p.m. East Coast to West Coast at 1.855.933.4446. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Curtin University's ‘Scan to BIM’ Project, Awarded to ASt 

1 April 2015 

 

Advanced Spatial technologies Pty Ltd (ASt) announced Curtin University has selected ASt to provide 

‘Scan to BIM’ services for the development of accurate building models for the Curtin University 

Bentley Campus academic core, in Western Australia. 

ASt was selected for their cost effective, quality production of BIM’s, using best practice workflows to 

deliver accurate building models to Curtin University’s specifications. ASt used the ‘FILOR3D’ survey 

company to provide high quality colour laser scans, point cloud files, and Recap files which were used 

by ASt’s 'BIMWest' division to produce accurate ‘Revit’ based building models. 

In close liaison with the Properties Facilities and Development team at Curtin University, this project is 

project managed by ASt to ensure minimal site disruption and a timely programed continuous delivery 

of building models to the university. "This is a model project for any future ‘Scan to BIM’ project, to 

produce cost effective and accurate models, for ongoing lifecycle requirements of existing buildings", 

said Don Hitchcock Project director at ASt. 

The Project  

Curtin University intends to fully utilise ‘BIM’ and associated analysis tools, to increase efficiency and 

productivity compared to using 2D AutoCAD drawings as the MASTER documentation to manage their 

site. They have determined the most cost effective way to retro-fit existing structures into BIM, is to 

‘Laser Scan’ the buildings and produce accurate ‘Revit’ based Building Models from the Point cloud 

files. The ‘Revit’ models would become the ‘source of truth’ data, for its planning, development, capital 

works and operational maintenance groups. The first step was to conduct a campus wide survey to 

produce ‘external’ building models of all Bentley Campus Buildings. The models produced for their 

multi-story buildings are located to GDA94 (PCG94), AHD heights and inclusive of external building 

fabric, roof, and finished floor levels. Autodesk ‘Navisworks’ is also used by Curtin University 

Properties Facilities and Development staff to view and analyze the building models. 

 

http://www.creaform3d.com/
http://www.creaform3d.com/en/metrology-solutions/creaform-services-overview
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ESI Software Solutions Benefit the Biomedical Sector 

3 April 2015 

 

ESI Group announces the results of technical studies recently carried out in France. These studies, 

performed in collaboration with a hip prosthesis manufacturer, have led to a better understanding of the 

issues related to the manufacturing, placement and in-vivo mechanical behavior of such prostheses. 

These studies clearly illustrate the potential for numerical simulation in the medical sector. 

The fitting of total hip prostheses is one of the top five operations in orthopedic surgery today; and such 

surgeries are steadily rising according to statistics from the French Hospital Information Technology 

Agency (ATIH)*. With patients - especially athletes - needing surgery at an increasingly younger age, 

and with growing life expectancies, prostheses must last longer. These requirements for increased 

longevity and comfort raise several new challenges for doctors as well as for prosthesis manufacturers. 

For manufacturers, new materials, including ceramics and metal alloys, must be evaluated and the 

design of prostheses must take into account various issues related to breakage, wear and noise. Doctors, 

on the other hand, try to mitigate the possible consequences of a micro separation between the 

prosthesis’ femoral head and the cavity in which it is inserted (the ‘cup’). This separation can cause 

micro impacts during daily use and result in premature wear. 

For nearly a year the teams at ESI in France have conducted a study to help doctors and manufacturers 

better understand the phenomena that lead to prosthetic malfunctions. The first study was conducted to 

accurately simulate the kinematics and the various stresses applied on a hip prosthesis in order to 

understand the physics taking place in cases of extreme load, experienced in accidental cases. The teams 

used ESI’s integrated CAE platform, Visual-Environment to build models from geometry and material 

description provided by the manufacturer. They then switched to ESI’s Virtual Performance Solution to 

study an impact equivalent to 9K Newton in 9ms, which is representative of a severe shock, such as a 

patient heavily falling down the stairs. Using ESI software solutions, the study has allowed doctors and 

manufacturers to very accurately describe the kinematics and contact areas following a decoaptation 

(separation of the femoral head and cup) of the prosthesis. 

A second study was conducted on behalf of a prosthesis manufacturer, Science et Médecine (SEM), 

based in Créteil, near Paris, France. The aim was to compare three different designs of modular 

prostheses fabricated from vanadium alloys, to determine which one was the most resistant in accidental 

cases. The precise simulation of the fitting process of the prostheses has helped SEM to accurately 

determine their future positioning, as well as the structural damage expected when regulatory tests are 

performed. 

Numerical simulation is commonly used by SEM to achieve reliable design and ensure the safe use of 

our medical devices. We are very sensitive to software improvements, especially those incorporating 

dynamic simulation. The study conducted in partnership with ESI has improved our understanding of 

the mechanical behavior of our prostheses, for each tested design. The recent developments of 

simulation tools help us in increasing the reliability of medical devices including those requiring 

assemblies", explains Mr. Bréard, Research and Development Director, Science et Médecine. 

For Fouad El-Khaldi, Industrial Strategy and Innovation Director for ESI Group, this study in the health 

sector is part of the company’s diversification strategy. He explains, “ESI has already proven its value in 

helping companies in the automotive, aerospace, energy and electronics domains. Now many other 

http://www.esi-group.com/company/about
http://www.esi-group.com/visual-environment
http://www.esi-group.com/VPS
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industries are turning to Virtual Prototyping as they see the benefits of being able to precertify products 

and anticipate product issues. Obviously, the health sector represents a huge potential market because 

simulation can solve customization issues and help manufacturers deliver the best solution for each and 

every patient, in less time and at an affordable cost.” 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Klaus Brettschneider to lead Linx-AS Discrete SAP PLM Consulting Practice 

30 March 2015 

 

Linx-AS, LLC, formally announces the addition of Klaus Brettschneider as director and SAP PLM 

practice leader. 

Brettschneider will be responsible for extending the scope of the company's PLM consulting practice by 

ensuring the effective delivery of services to clients in discrete manufacturing industries.  Brettschneider 

is assured that the strategic approach Linx-AS practices in process PLM will translate well on the 

discrete side. He expressed his enthusiasm for broadening the company's client base in a statement 

saying, "There are more similarities between discrete and process industries when it comes to PLM than 

most people think. I am excited to apply a strong engineering foundation to the proven PLM delivery 

methodologies at Linx-AS." 

Klaus has a long history of improving engineering and design processes for discrete manufacturers 

in Europe and the US with multiple software packages. Before joining Linx-AS, Klaus held several 

directorial positions at CIDEON, a German-based engineering company focusing on software services 

for CAD applications. He eventually served as president & CEO of CIDEON America, where he drove 

CIDEON's business expansion into North American SAP PLM markets, building a reputable software 

sales and consulting team. 

"The demand we are seeing in discrete PLM has made it a strategic growth area for us, and Klaus is the 

perfect complement to our leadership team," states Dave Wong, senior vice president of SAP solutions 

at Linx-AS. Wong continues, "The value we can now deliver in both the discrete and process PLM areas 

is certainly among the best in the industry, and within the SAP space itself, I'd argue it is the best." 

Klaus holds a Dipl.-Ing. (FH) degree in mechanical engineering and a minor in environmental protection 

from Bundeswehr University of Munich. He has over 15 years of software and consulting experience. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

 

 

Lectra supports Canada's Breakthrough Designers Competition  

30 March 2015 

 

Lectra partnered with TELIO during the tenth edition of the annual Canada's Breakthrough Designers 

competition. TELIO is a leading importer/exporter and distributor of high-end textiles. 
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The annual design competition showcases Canada's young, up-and-coming designers and provides 

students with exposure to the Canadian fashion industry. This year, more than 400 students entered the 

competition under the theme of Lux(e), using noble materials and shimmering colors to celebrate 2015 

as the International Year of Light. A distinguished jury of fashion industry professionals chose 25 

student finalists. The jury included Michelle Addison, a top stylist in Vancouver; Izzy Camilleri, a 

Toronto fashion designer; Samantha Cutler, marketing coordinator at Ogilvy; Marie Genevieve Cyr, 

associate professor at Parsons School for Design in New York City; Judith Desjardins, a Montreal 

fashion designer; Emilie Fournier, style contributor to Salut Bonjour! Weekend and blogger; and Sonia 

Moffa, Senior Designer at Joseph Ribkoff Inc. 

The student finalists highlighted their collections in a fashion show on March 17, with five receiving 

scholarships. Lectra awarded the grand prize winner Emma Litvack with Kaledo, Lectra's textile and 

fashion design suite. 

"As we celebrate the 10th year anniversary of Canada's Breakthrough Designers competition, I can say 

that I am proud of how the importance of fashion design evolved since we first started this competition. 

We are honored to give an opportunity to up-and-coming designers to hone their technical skills and 

creative savvy while striving to win scholarships that will allow them to fulfill their professional 

ambitions. As the years went by, our event consistently provided great exposure to these young talented 

individuals, thus allowing them to be seen and known as rising stars in the fashion industry and the 

media," explains Andre Telio, President of TELIO. "The partnership we developed through this project 

with Lectra has allowed us to not only significantly upgrade the prizes offered to students, but also to 

improve our contribution to promoting the future of the Canadian fashion industry. For this, we are 

extremely grateful." 

"We are honored to continue our sponsorship of TELIO's annual competition and we congratulate 

Emma Litvack on an inspiring design. We look forward to seeing how she uses our technology to bring 

her future vision to life," says Renato Mariani, Vice President of Marketing, Lectra North America. 

"Lectra is committed to nurturing up-and-coming fashion professionals like Emma." 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

MasterControl Inc. Partners with IDESS in Puerto Rico 

31 March 2015 

 

MasterControl announced that IDESS has been chosen as a strategic sales partner for all of 

MasterControl's software products and services throughout the Puerto Rico region.  

As a technology company operating for more than 20 years, IDESS strives to bring solutions that add 

value and benefits to its clients in their day-to-day business processes. IDESS provides a full range of 

Enterprise Content Management (ECM) solutions and services. These include document management, 

mobile technologies, integration services, workflow, OCR-data capture, scanning solutions and more. In 

its 15th consecutive year serving Puerto Rico and Latin America, IDESS has successfully positioned 

itself as a trusted source for ECM products and services. This is the result of using innovative 

technology and best-of-brand software solutions to effectively evaluate and address clients’ needs to 

ensure the long-term success of their projects and operations. IDESS provides solutions and services that 

encompass the full spectrum of electronic content management. 

http://www.lectra.com/en/fashion-apparel/design-software-kaledo
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IDESS President, Maria Gould, expects the new alliance to benefit both companies. "Through our 

tenure, IDESS has placed a strong emphasis and focus in continually offering the most innovative 

technologies and best-of-breed software solutions to effectively evaluate and address our clients' needs, 

henceforth ensuring the long term success of their projects and operations," Gould said. "Recognized as 

a global solutions provider, MasterControl is utilized by hundreds of customers in a wide range of 

regulated industries. MasterControl is a great compliment to our local offering, giving our clients local 

access to a world class product and its extended consulting services." 

"We are so pleased to partner with IDESS and together bring quality management software solutions to 

life science and other manufacturers in Puerto Rico and throughout the Caribbean region," said Michael 

Bothe, MasterControl's senior vice president, global sales and partner operations. "IDESS is a seasoned 

content management software and services solution provider that is respected throughout the region. 

We're excited to be working with them." 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Showcasing Talent with the FEKO Student Competition  

30 March 2015 

 

Altair announced today that engineering students from across the globe are once again invited to 

compete in the popular FEKO Student Competition.  The competition is open to all under-graduate and 

post-graduate students who work on a supervised project in the area of electromagnetic engineering and 

make use of FEKO, Altair's comprehensive electromagnetic (EM) analysis software suite, included in 

HyperWorks®.  

The competition is an ideal opportunity for students to showcase their work in FEKO and some 

attractive prizes are up for grabs – a state-of-the-art laptop computer or attendance to an Altair ATC or 

ATCx, conference series, which are hosted around the world each year. 

"Since FEKO is now part of Altair HyperWorks, the competition is being launched through the Altair 

academic website (www.altairuniversity.com)  which provides us with a much larger audience so we are 

expecting the competition to be even more popular than in the past," explains Gronum Smith, Marketing 

Director EM Solutions at Altair.  "We receive entries from all over the world and have had winners from 

England, USA, Spain, South Africa and Italy since the competition began in 2003." 

"By using FEKO the students gain experience with a leading CEM tool that is widely used in industry. 

This experience will be very useful in their future engineering careers," explains Altair Business 

Development Director of Academic Markets, Dr Matthias Goelke.   

Gaston Ezequiel Perez, a final year electronic engineering student from the Universidad Tecnologica 

Nacional, Facultad Regional Buenos Aires, Argentina, won the 2014 FEKO Student Competition.    

Mr. Perez' winning entry, entitled Design of a Patch Antenna Array for Beamforming Combined with 

Metamaterials at 5.8 GHz, described the systematic design of a planar array system and how each 

design decision was informed by electromagnetic simulation. The goal was to provide a solution for 

satellite applications that require the on-board antenna to be low profile, high gain, and dynamically 

orientable while adhering to strict weight and volume constraints. Phased signals were used for 

beamforming, eliminating the drawback of requiring a change in mechanical parts to reorient the 

radiation pattern. 

http://globalmessaging1.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7946248&adr_order=16&url=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5hbHRhaXIuY29tLw%3D%3D
http://globalmessaging1.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7946248&adr_order=16&url=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5hbHRhaXJ1bml2ZXJzaXR5LmNvbS8yMDE1LzAzLzMwL2Zla28tc3R1ZGVudC1j%0Ab21wZXRpdGlvbi0yMDE1Lw%3D%3D
http://globalmessaging1.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7946248&adr_order=16&url=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5mcmJhLnV0bi5lZHUuYXIv
http://globalmessaging1.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7946248&adr_order=16&url=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5mcmJhLnV0bi5lZHUuYXIv


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 16 

Students should register at www.altairuniversity.com .  Once registered the participants will receive 

further details on requirements, links to support forums, and guides.  Deadline for entries is 30 

September 2015.  More information can be found on the Altair University website. 

"We are happy to announce that FEKO has now been added to the Altair Support Forum.  Here students 

can discuss any issues they experience with FEKO, in real-time, whilst working on any of their 

projects.  Our support engineers around the world are active on the forum so there is always someone 

available to answer any questions.  This hands-on support is invaluable to students and we encourage 

them to register at http://forum.altairhyperworks.com/" adds Matthias. 
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Stratasys Appoints Joshua Claman Chief Business Officer 

2 April 2015 

 

Stratasys Ltd. announced the appointment of Joshua Claman as Chief Business Officer (CBO), effective 

immediately. In this newly created role, Claman will oversee the Company's Global Sales, Service and 

Channel organizations. He will be particularly focused on driving commercial and go-to-market 

synergies across the company's different business units, including Stratasys Direct Manufacturing and 

MakerBot. He will report directly to David Reis, CEO of Stratasys. 

"I am excited to announce the appointment of Josh Claman as CBO, and am certain that his proven 

ability to successfully lead complex businesses around the world will bring tremendous value to 

Stratasys," said Reis. "As CBO, he will play a critical role in supporting our strategic initiatives as we 

work to improve collaboration, customer intimacy and enhance our go-to-market strategy. We continue 

to see additive manufacturing being used to transform manufacturing processes across industries and we 

look forward to benefitting from Josh's significant expertise as we build on our strong track record of 

growth and execution." 

Claman said, "Stratasys is a respected leader in the 3D printing space with a strong portfolio of solutions 

and services, and significant future growth prospects. I am excited to work with this talented team to 

solidify the company's leading position in additive manufacturing." 

Previously, Claman served as President of ReachLocal, a global online marketing and advertising 

solution provider. Prior to ReachLocal, Claman spent over 10 years at Dell, where he held a variety of 

senior positions including VP Large Enterprise Business Americas, VP Public Sector EMEA, VP 

Channel Sales EMEA and GM of Dell's UK/Ireland operation. Prior to that, Claman spent 15 years at 

NCR, a computer hardware, software and electronics company, where he was VP Services, Europe. 

Claman received a BA from the University of Illinois and an MBA from the University of South 

Carolina. 
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The ExOne Company Appoints John A. Baliotti as Director of Marketing and Business Development 

1 April 2015 

http://globalmessaging1.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7946248&adr_order=16&url=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5hbHRhaXJ1bml2ZXJzaXR5LmNvbS8yMDE1LzAzLzMwL2Zla28tc3R1ZGVudC1j%0Ab21wZXRpdGlvbi0yMDE1Lw%3D%3D
http://globalmessaging1.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7946248&adr_order=16&url=aHR0cDovL2ZvcnVtLmFsdGFpcmh5cGVyd29ya3MuY29tLw%3D%3D
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stratasys.com%2F&esheet=51071347&newsitemid=20150401006078&lan=en-US&anchor=Stratasys+Ltd&index=1&md5=b5ebb4c016518e284daa4185910d1ca9
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FOnline_marketing&esheet=51071347&newsitemid=20150401006078&lan=en-US&anchor=online+marketing&index=2&md5=983ccc142514f6ab7073ef5d42c9ac32
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FOnline_advertising&esheet=51071347&newsitemid=20150401006078&lan=en-US&anchor=advertising&index=3&md5=446eeb960799da9b2423f85572d1ae8a
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FComputer_hardware&esheet=51071347&newsitemid=20150401006078&lan=en-US&anchor=hardware&index=4&md5=aa2beb5775e14709c21967dd292e74b4
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FSoftware&esheet=51071347&newsitemid=20150401006078&lan=en-US&anchor=software&index=5&md5=7ffb1ec627165abdf2f320e1b37f6da6
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FElectronics&esheet=51071347&newsitemid=20150401006078&lan=en-US&anchor=electronics&index=6&md5=239b7ab806514fa106b844916ff9a02c
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The ExOne Company announced that John A. Baliotti has joined the Company effective March 30, 2015 

as Director of Marketing and Business Development.  

Hans Sack, President of The ExOne Company, commented, “Benefiting from his background in 

aerospace engineering, John brings a deep understanding of manufacturing processes, part design and 

applications. As an equity analyst, he acquired a thorough knowledge of the additive manufacturing 

industry and formed solid relationships with its suppliers, customers and providers. John’s enthusiasm 

for additive manufacturing, his prominence in the industry and his analytical skills will strongly 

facilitate business opportunities for the Company. John will be instrumental in our initiative to 

accelerate the adoption rate of our binder jetting technology. We are excited to welcome him to our 

talented team.”  

Mr. Baliotti most recently served as a senior equity analyst with Janney Montgomery Scott, with 

emphasis on manufacturing technology and distribution, including coverage of the additive 

manufacturing sector. Mr. Baliotti started his career as a design and analytical engineer with the Rotor 

Systems Division of Sikorsky Aircraft, a United Technologies Company. He received a B.S. in 

Mechanical Engineering from Lehigh University and an M.B.A. in Finance and Marketing from the 

University of Connecticut. 
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Events News 

CGTech to show VERICUT 7.3 at EASTEC 

30 March 2015 

 

At EASTEC 2015 the latest version of VERICUT, V7.3, will be featured in CGTech’s booth: 5344. 

VERICUT CNC machine simulation, verification and optimization software simulates all types of CNC 

machining. It operates independently, but can also be integrated with leading CAM systems.  

A common feature of all recent releases of the software has been the focus on full integration with the 

CAD/CAM and machine tool industry. As a result VERICUT is now at the heart of the CNC 

manufacturing process. 

Machine simulation with VERICUT detects collisions and near-misses between all machine tool 

components such as axis slides, heads, turrets, rotary tables, spindles, tool changers, fixtures, 

workpieces, cutting tools, and other user-defined objects. Machine movements can even be simulated 

while stepping or playing backwards in VERlCUT‘s Review Mode. 

With VERICUT Reviewer, shop floor personnel, suppliers, customers, and other production engineers 

can view animations of the CNC machining process. It is a stand-alone viewer that does not use a 

license that can play forward and backward while removing and replacing material. The Reviewer files 

can also be played on an iPad.  
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Delcam to Demonstrate PartMaker 2015 at EASTEC 

30 March 2015 

 

Delcam will demonstrate the latest version of its PartMaker software for programming CNC mills, 

lathes, wire EDMs, turn-mill centres and Swiss-type lathes at EASTEC 2015 in West Springfield, 

Massachusetts, from 12th to 14th May. The company will also demonstrate its new, free productivity 

application, the PartMaker Multi-Channel Viewer. 

Highlighting the new version is a completely revolutionary approach to CAM post processing for multi-

axis turn-mill centres and Swiss-type lathes. PartMaker 2015 includes the ability to generate a post-

processor reference guide, an on-command manual explaining how to program a given multi-axis lathe 

and take advantage of all the machine’s capabilities. 

Other highlights of PartMaker 2015 include improved support for today’s latest breed of multi-tasking 

machine tools, more powerful milling and turning functionality and improvements in the software’s 

knowledge-based technology for storing optimal feeds and speeds for additional tools. 

"As the pioneer of CAM software for multi-tasking turn-mill centres and Swiss-type lathes, PartMaker 

continues to innovate to bring our users the most sophisticated technology for programming these 

machines,” said PartMaker President, Hanan Fishman. 

"The advent of the post-processor reference guides and other improvements to PartMaker’s industry-

leading post-processing technology ensure PartMaker users have the most robust post processors 

possible,” added Mr. Fishman. "Using PartMaker’s unique, cloud-based post-processor update utility, 

customers can always assure they have the most recent post-processor for their machine tools.” 

PartMaker 2015 includes specialist support for a new breed of machine tools that has been growing 

steadily in popularity in recent years called vertical mill-turns. These machine tools provide the turning 

functionality typically found on a vertical turret lathe with the milling functionality of a five-axis 

vertical machining centre. PartMaker 2015 also offers support for turret-based Swiss lathes with 

programmable B-axis live tooling attachments. 

 

The PartMaker Multi-Channel Viewer is a free software application for users of multi-axis turn-mill 

centres and Swiss-type lathes to quickly view their multi-channel NC programs side-by-side, for 

virtually any multi-channel machine/control combination.  

The Viewer will be configured for visitors to the booth by a PartMaker product specialist for their 

shop’s exact line-up of multi-tasking machine tools.  By visiting the booth at EASTEC, visitors will not 

only receive the Viewer to install on their PC, they will also have it configured on the show floor to take 

away on a USB stick. 
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Delcam’s Latest CAM Developments to be shown at Advanced Manufacturing 

1 April 2015 

 

Delcam will demonstrate the latest developments from its development team, the largest in the CAM 

industry, at the Advanced Manufacturing exhibition to be held at the NEC, Birmingham, from 2nd to 4th 

http://www.partmaker.com/
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June.  Programs on show will include PowerMILL for high-speed and five-axis 

machining; FeatureCAM for quick and easy feature-based CAM programming; and PartMaker for turn-

mill equipment and Swiss-type lathes. 

The latest release of PowerMILL includes improvements to the Vortex high-efficiency area-clearance 

strategy, developments in toolpath simulation and verification, improved collision checking to also 

cover near misses, and more efficient raster finishing, area clearance and drilling, plus more options for 

customisation by users.   

Complete verification, covering cutting moves, leads and links, and tool changes, can now be 

undertaken of a project for machine-tool issues such as collisions, saving considerable time compared to 

undertaking verification of each individual toolpath in turn.  Comprehensive verification is performed, 

including ensuring that the machine tool is capable of running the proposed strategy, as well as checking 

for both machine-tool collisions and tooling collisions.  A detailed list is generated of any problems 

found so that these can be fixed on a case-by-case basis. 

FeatureCAM was the world’s first feature-based programming software when it was launched in 

1995.  Constant development since then has ensured that the system has retained its leadership in 

programming speed and ease of use, while an increased range of strategies has been added to provide 

more efficient toolpaths giving greater productivity on a wider range of machines, including lathes, mills 

and mill-turn machines.  

The 2015 R2 release incorporates a milling calculator to help users obtain the maximum benefit from the 

Vortex high-efficiency area-clearance strategy.  Other enhancements, among the 280 customer-

requested improvements since the initial 2015 release last September, include the ability to create multi-

tool blocks within machine designs, better control over toolpath output and more efficient automatic 

selection of tools.  

PartMaker pioneered the field of CAM software for multi-axis turn-mill centres and Swiss-type 

lathes.  The software offers a vast array of robust post-processors and machine-simulation files for 

virtually every machine model from all the leading builders.  Major highlights of PartMaker 2015 

include improved support for today’s latest breed of multi-tasking machine tools, such as vertical mill-

turns, more powerful milling and turning functionality, and a unique approach to post processing for 

multi-axis turn-mill centres and Swiss-type lathes, among other productivity enhancements. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

EASTEC 2015: SPRING Technologies Showcasing NCSIMUL Machine  

3 April 2015 

 

SPRING Technologies is exhibiting in booth 5859 at EASTEC from May 12 - 14, 2015. 

SPRING's exhibit will highlight the latest features, benefits, and applications of company's flagship 

simulation software, NCSIMUL Machine and NCSIMUL Player 9.2. Specifically, with the growing 

adoption of remote and mobile software accessibility, SPRING will demonstrate its recently introduced 

mobile system called WYSIWYC® (What You See Is What You Cut).  

NCSIMUL Player 9.2 will be embedded on a fully rugged, mobile Panasonic Toughpad IP65 and shown 

how it is connected to machine tool controllers such as Fanuc CNCs. 

http://www.powermill.com/
http://www.featurecam.com/
http://www.partmaker.com/
http://www.vortexmachining.com/
http://www.springplm.com/contenu.php?ID=62
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PTV4-J6EBiM&feature=youtu.be
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With this capability, shop floor operators and managers are able to interact remotely - in 3D and in real 

time using intuitive touch controls - with one or several CNC machines and their machining processes, 

as they execute the CNC program on the machine. 3D animations of CNC machining processes, as well 

as related work instruction sheets are directly accessible from the mobile application. 

REVOLUTIONIZING THE WAY OPERATORS INTERACT WITH CNC MACHINES 

"What WYSIWYC means to manufacturers is that we at SPRING Technologies are changing the way 

operators interact with CNC machines and rethinking the way procedures are accomplished on the shop 

floor," explains Philippe Solignac, Corporate Marketing Director for SPRING Technologies. "We're 

offering a unique user experience, which is very attractive to Generations Y and Z, with true shop floor-

dedicated mobility with the ultra-rugged Toughpad tablet PC. It's fun, it uses touch technology, and 

everything is digitized, including worksheets. It's also a very effective methodology for conducting 

training modules without an additional large investment." 

According to Mr. Solignac, customers are achieving at least 25% higher productivity using the 

combined three technologies comprising WYSIWYC. He credits that because so much information 

about the program and process is immediately available that there are fewer errors, better decision 

making, smoother changeover between shifts, and easier multi-machine supervision. 

To see how the system functions and the benefits that can be realized, visit EASTEC, booth 5859. 
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hyperMILL
®
: Optimised Strategies from 2D up to 5axis 

2 April 2015 

 

OPEN MIND Technologies AG will be exhibiting at the first Moulding Expo, which takes place from 

05 to 08 May at Messe Stuttgart. At Booth B52 in Hall 4, the developer of CAM/CAD software and 

postprocessors will present the new 2015.1 version of its hyperMILL® CAM solution including the 

CAD section, hyperCAD®-S, and the hyperMAXX® high-performance cutting module. The new 

version offers advanced 5axis machining strategies and numerous convenient functions to facilitate 

operation. 

The continuous implementation of new technologies, optimizations of existing strategies and extensions 

characterize every hyperMILL
®

 release. New in Version 2015.1: Measuring probe support has been 

enhanced by three new measuring methods. The quality assurance processes can be accelerated with the 

associated measuring cycle. 5axis helical drilling support has been added and 2D Contour machining on 

3D model has also been enhanced. 

CAD for CAM users 

hyperCAD
®
-S, the CAD part of the hyperMILL

®
 suite, is specifically designed for CAM users. New 

functions include Smart-Selector-Technology and new snap options.  

hyperCAD
®
-S, the CAD system from OPEN MIND Technologies AG, is a proprietary development. 

Even the system kernel was developed in-house. “This allows us to quickly respond to market demands 

as well as requirements resulting from the further development of hyperMILL
®

,” says Wolfgang Weiss, 

product manager for CAD at OPEN MIND. 
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Mastercam at Eastec 2015 

31 March 2015 

 

EASTEC 2015 attendees will get to see the most powerful Mastercam machining software yet. Stop by 

booth # 5249 at the Eastern States Exposition in West Springfield, MA, May 12-14 for a look at 

Mastercam X9 which introduces Dynamic Motion improvements, multiaxis enhancements, and many 

Design and System features to make your job easier.  

Dynamic Motion Technology  
Dynamic Motion toolpaths follow a proprietary and sophisticated set of rules that take into consideration 

a broad data set. To create the most efficient cutting motion possible, Dynamic toolpaths calculate not 

only the area where metal will be removed; they also take into account the changing condition of the 

material throughout various stages of machining. 

Design Features 
Dynamic Xform allows you to switch between gnomon manipulation and geometry manipulation mode 

at any time without having to reselect geometry. Solid Disassemble is a new Model Prep function that 

takes an assembly and lays each body out in a single pane. With Mastercam X9, the associativity 

between solids and toolpaths has been greatly improved. Now when bodies are edited, only the toolpaths 

directly affected by the change in the solid body are marked dirty. 

Multiaxis Improvements 
The new Multiaxis Link ensures reposition moves between 2- through 5-axis operations are safe and 

collision-free. Multiaxis Link is an operation that takes a list of toolpath operations and a safety zone 

shape as input. Mastercam X9 introduces improved processing logic for advanced multiaxis toolpaths. 

Select multiaxis toolpaths now process in the Multi-Threading Manager, streamlining your 2- through 5-

axis workflow experience.  
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Preliminary Agenda for NAFEMS World Congress 2015 Announced 

1 April 2015 

 

NAFEMS has launched the preliminary agenda for the 2015 NAFEMS World Congress, incorporating 

the 2nd International SPDM (Simulation Process and Data Management) Conference, being held in San 

Diego, USA, from June 21st–24th 2015. 

Presenters from around the globe will be part of the event, showcasing best-in-class simulation and 

analysis usage in many different industries. With over 300 presentations, 15 training courses, an 

exceptional exhibition area, topics covering every aspect of FEA, CFD, SPDM and more, the event will 

be the most important dedicated, independent conference on CAE of the year. 

The biennial world congress will bring together the leading visionaries, developers, and practitioners of 

CAE-related technologies and business processes to share relevant trends and roadmaps, and to address 

these issues in an open forum. The aim of the congress is to provide attendees with perceptive content 

and perspective on the best way to position their organizations to realize the full potential of CAE both 
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now and in the future. 

“The 2015 World Congress will feature a fantastic range of presentations from around the globe, 

covering every industry involved in FEA, CFD, SPDM and related technologies.” commented Tim 

Morris, NAFEMS CEO. “We will be bringing the simulation community to San Diego in June, and with 

the associated training courses, workshops and discussion sessions, this is an event which will have real 

benefits for anyone involved in engineering analysis.” 

The full preliminary agenda is available to download now at nafems.org/congress. 
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The CAD Sector gets together in Hannover in April 2015 

30 March 2015 

 

TraceParts will be exhibiting at the 2015 Hannover Messe from 13 to 17 April 2015, in the Digital 

Factory area, Hall 7, Stand C40. 

The 2015 Hannover Messe is world’s largest event for industrial technologies and TraceParts will once 

again be exhibiting at this leading trade fair to present its range of solutions for CAD data publishing, 

supplier content management and 3D marketing. 

By providing design professionals with free access to extremely complete technical data on over 100 

million products from hundreds of component-supplier catalogs, TraceParts has established a publishing 

network comprising nearly 10 million CAD users. Thanks to this success, TraceParts is able to provide 

suppliers of industrial components with a range of solutions, including the publication of CAD models 

via their own website or making their 3D files available online to the whole TraceParts’ engineering 

community. 

The trade fair will give CAD users the opportunity to discover the new version of the 

TracePartsOnline.net library and the TraceParts Mobile Application, which enables them to consult and 

share CAD models using their smartphone or tablet. 

Design-office professionals will also be able to see a demonstration of the TraceParts 

Enterprise software on the TraceParts stand. This software package has been specifically designed to 

manage and streamline suppliers’ 3D content and eliminate costs linked to duplicate parts. 
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THE UNSEEN, Adidas and Marc Jacobs to talk Apparel Technology and Innovation across PLM, 

Supply Chain and Planning at New York Conference 

30 March 2015 

 

Product Innovation Apparel (http://apparel.picongress.com/), has released its speaker line up which 

features the biggest pioneers in apparel technology. Lauren Bowker founder of T H E U N S E E N, a 

London based fashion brand that blends biological and chemical matter to the materials they use, will 

join the conference to share her vision, collaborative work and potential applications alongside Adidas 

VP of Innovation and Wearable Technology, Qaizar Hassonjee who will host a keynote session on 

http://www.nafems.org/congress/agenda/
http://www.traceparts.com/publish-your-3d-product-catalogs/deliver-your-cad-models/publish-your-cad-models-onto-the-traceparts-publishing-network/tppn-in-details/
http://www.traceparts.com/publish-your-3d-product-catalogs/deliver-your-cad-models/publish-your-cad-models-onto-the-traceparts-publishing-network/tppn-in-details/
http://www.tracepartsonline.net/
http://www.traceparts.com/use-and-manage-3d-cad-models/download-traceparts-mobile-app/
http://www.traceparts.com/use-and-manage-3d-cad-models/traceparts-enterprise/
http://www.traceparts.com/use-and-manage-3d-cad-models/traceparts-enterprise/
http://www.prweb.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cDovL2FwcGFyZWwucGljb25ncmVzcy5jb20v
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Wearable Tech and its evolution into fashion design.  

The PI Apparel conference will take place at The Union League Club, a prestigious central Manhattan 

social club in June, and is set to feature a 35+ speaker line up, including Elle Thompson, VP of PLM 

and Special Project Operations at Marc Jacobs, Walter Wilhelm, VP, Business Process at Black 

Diamond, Inc and Craig Crawford, founderpreneur of Crawford IT and former VP of IT Strategy, 

Architecture & Relationships at Burberry  

The fantastic speaker line up will be leading a two day agenda which focuses on the challenges and 

opportunities offered by modern technology, in the continuous improvement and streamlining of product 

lifecycles from cradle to grave. The full program can be found at 

http://apparel.picongress.com/programme. 

“T H E U N S E E N is a team of varied talent including anatomists, engineers, chemists and cutters that 

blend biological and chemical matter into the materials we use. Having worked with brands including 

Swarovski Gem Stones, Hendricks Gin, Airbus and more, while exhibiting worldwide, from London 

Fashion week to The Royal Academy of Engineering, and having received numerous significant awards 

and acknowledgements, our newest project has seen the creation of an ink that, when used in clothing, 

changes colour in response to digital data. Be it through EEG conductivity, body scavenged data or 

controlled via a mobile web app, the flexible textiles shift colours and hues from pastels, to vibrant 

colours or grey tones controlled via a digital switch. As founder and Material Alchemist of T H E U N S 

E E N, I look forward to showcasing our vision, collaborative work and potential applications of the 

Eighthsense Technology.” Laura Bowker, T H E U N S E E N 

PI Apparel is in its third year having previously ran in London with a 2014 delegate lineup that included 

Burberry, Deckers, Gucci, Speedo, Timberland and Tommy Hilfiger. It runs under the PI brand which 

has gained industry status as being the only vendor neutral conference of its type. Show features like 

pre-organized one to one meetings provide delegates, sponsors and press with the ideal platform for 

networking. 
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Financial News 

CENIT: Successful 2014 Business Year 

31 March 2015 

 

CENIT AG has closed out a successful 2014 business year. Despite a difficult global business climate, 

the software and consulting provider achieved an on-year increase in both sales and EBIT. Based on the 

Annual Report of CENIT Aktiengesellschaft, Stuttgart, the Managing and Supervisory Boards will 

propose to the Annual Meeting of Shareholders on May 13, 2015 that a dividend of EUR 0.90 be paid 

per share. 

During the 2014 business year, CENIT Group achieved sales revenue of EUR 123,394 k (2013: EUR 

118,921 k/3.8%). Revenue in the CENIT Consulting and Services field totaled EUR 53,943 k, 

representing a slight contraction of 3.0% (2013: EUR 55,631 k). Sales saw an increase in the field of 

third-party software, with a gain of 11.9% to EUR 56,251 k (2013: EUR 50,248 k). Sales of CENIT’s 

proprietary software remained virtually unchanged at EUR 12,728 k against EUR 12,791 k in 2013 (-

http://www.prweb.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cDovL2FwcGFyZWwucGljb25ncmVzcy5jb20vcHJvZ3JhbW1l
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0.5%).  

In 2014, gross profits (operative performance less cost of materials) amounted to EUR 75,200 k (2013: 

EUR 73,242 k), representing a growth of 2.7%. CENIT achieved EBITDA in the amount of EUR 11,662 

k (2013: EUR 10,635 k/9.7%) and EBIT of EUR 9,328 k (2013: EUR 8,331 k/12.0%). Earnings per 

share were EUR 0.76 (2013: EUR 0.70/8.6%). 

To view an unabridged version of this press release, visit: 

http://www.cenit.com/en_EN/news/display/news-detail/article/successful-2014-business-year-cenit-

raises-ebit-by-12-dividend-more-than-doubles-to-eur-090-bas.html  
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Infosys to Announce Fourth Quarter and Annual Results on April 24, 2015 

3 April 2015 

 

Infosys Limited will announce the results for its fourth quarter and year ended March 31, 2015 on 

Friday, April 24, 2015 at 1:15 p.m. Indian Standard Time (IST) (3:45 a.m. US ET; 00:45 a.m. PST; 8:45 

a.m. London time; 3:45 p.m. Singapore/Hong Kong time) from its Chennai Development Center. The 

results will also be available on http://www.infosys.com. 

The leadership team will be part of a common television interaction at 3:45 p.m. IST. The participating 

executives will address questions from the media during this interaction which will be streamed live on 

the Investor Relations section of the Infosys website. 

An archive of this event will be uploaded on http://www.infosys.com after 7:00 p.m. IST on April 24, 

2015 (after 9:30 a.m. US ET on April 24, 2015). 

To view an unabridged version of this press release, visit: http://www.infosys.com/newsroom/press-

releases/Documents/2015/Q4-april24-2015.pdf  
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Implementation Investments 

Meptagon Standardizes on CADWorx® Suite to Enhance Performance Demands and BIM 

Methodology  

2 April 2015 

 

Meptagon Israel has recently switched from a competitor's software to the Intergraph CADWorx
®
 Plant 

Design Suite to support its functions of design, fabrication and construction of projects in the high-purity 

cleanrooms industry. Rooted in the semiconductor, food and pharmaceutical sectors, Meptagon provides 

complete EPCM solutions and will now employ Intergraph CADWorx for a megaproject worth $6 

billion for a major semiconductor company in Israel. 

Meptagon's decision validates that CADWorx is becoming the preferred solution for cleanroom 

engineering, design, fabrication and construction worldwide, and serves the company's need for 

http://www.cenit.com/en_EN/news/display/news-detail/article/successful-2014-business-year-cenit-raises-ebit-by-12-dividend-more-than-doubles-to-eur-090-bas.html
http://www.cenit.com/en_EN/news/display/news-detail/article/successful-2014-business-year-cenit-raises-ebit-by-12-dividend-more-than-doubles-to-eur-090-bas.html
http://www.infosys.com/
http://www.infosys.com/
http://www.infosys.com/newsroom/press-releases/Documents/2015/Q4-april24-2015.pdf
http://www.infosys.com/newsroom/press-releases/Documents/2015/Q4-april24-2015.pdf
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managing incredibly large and complex projects in a very expensive environment, with the fastest 

possible output of deliverables. 

"We are very pleased with our decision – we are already able to exceed customer expectations when it 

comes to deliverables due to CADWorx. The acquisition of the CADWorx piping design toolset enables 

us to implement BIM methodology and tools, offering our clients true design-build services maintaining 

Meptagon's leadership position in the market," said Eyal Leshem, engineering manager for Meptagon. 

Gerhard Sallinger, Intergraph Process, Power & Marine president, said, "This is an excellent step 

forward for the Intergraph CADWorx Plant Design Suite in the BIM market. We are both proud and 

confident that this solution will support Meptagon in efficiently delivering the utmost quality to its 

clients, especially in such megaprojects as those currently underway." 

Intergraph's CADWorx & analysis solutions allow design and engineering to share relevant information 

seamlessly, thereby maintaining accuracy and improving efficiency. These include CADWorx Plant 

Design Suite, for AutoCAD
®
-based intelligent plant design modeling, process schematics and automatic 

production of plant design deliverables; CADWorx DraftPro
®
, a free solution for intelligent 2D design 

and layout; CAESAR II
®

, the world's most widely used pipe stress analysis software; PV Elite
®
, for 

vessel and exchanger design and analysis; TANK™, for the design and analysis of oil storage tanks; GT 

STRUDL
®
, one of the most trusted, adaptable and fully-integrated structural analysis solutions in the 

world; and Visual Vessel Design, a comprehensive pressure vessel, shell and tube exchanger, and boiler 

design and analysis software with a strong emphasis on European codes and standards. 
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Product News 
 

COVAL Launches its Mobile Application with TraceParts 

1 April 2015 

 

COVAL is a French company that has been designing and manufacturing components for vacuum 

handling for nearly thirty years. The use of this handling technique is widespread in the car, food, 

aerospace and even packaging industries. It involves picking up an object, a sheet of metal or paper, a 

finished product or even a food product using one or more suction pads to move it from one work-

station to another, or to place it in its packaging. 

As early as 2007, COVAL asked TraceParts to create 3D models of all the components in its product 

catalogue and make them available online. Originally, COVAL supplied its CAD models directly to its 

customers; however, due to the increasing number of requests, the technical department could not keep 

up with demand, and therefore decided to use TraceParts’ publishing solution. 

COVAL entrusted TraceParts with its CAD models to develop a library of components, available in 

different CAD standards and formats via the coval.fr website and via the tracepartsonline.net portal. 

“Our primary goal in choosing TraceParts was to make our 3D models available for integrators and 

machine manufacturers, and to reach new customers around the world in several languages. It was 

crucial for us to be present on the TracePartsOnline.net platform in order to develop our international 

business and to reinforce our customer services”, explains Stéphane Garcia, the Marketing Manager at 

http://www.coval.fr/
http://www.tracepartsonline.net/
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COVAL. 

COVAL did not stop there; as a genuine pioneer in its field of activity, the company recently reinforced 

its sales strategy with a new application developed by TraceParts, the COVAL e-catalogue, available via 

the App Store and Google Play. Initially won over by the innovative, user-friendly technology of this 

mobile application, COVAL rapidly understood the potential of the tool’s marketing and sales 

dimension. 

“The application is more intuitive than a website. It allows our salespeople to present our complete 

range of products and recent product upgrades to our customers using their smartphones or tablets. They 

can also send customers 3D files instantaneously, and have all product technical characteristics and 

references readily at hand”, says Stéphane Garcia. 

As an innovation-oriented company, COVAL is therefore pursuing its strategy of making its 3D content 

readily available to the broadest possible audience. Its new application is widely appreciated by end 

users and will enable the company to develop its communication in France and abroad, through its 

subsidiaries in the United States, China, Spain, Italy and Germany. 
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Delcam Electrode now Supports Multi-Part and Family Electrodes 

2 April 2015 

 

Delcam has increased the capabilities of its Delcam Electrode integrated solution for the design, 

machining and inspection of electrodes so that the system can now produce multi-part electrodes or 

family electrodes.  In addition, electrodes can now be displayed in the history tree of the tool on which 

they will be used, so simplifying the management of projects.  Also, all electrode drawings will update 

automatically if the design is changed. 

Multi-part electrodes can reduce the time needed for both machining and EDM compared to using 

several individual electrodes.  In addition, machining multiple electrodes from a single blank can save 

materials and single holder can be used for the combined electrode. 

The design of multi-part electrodes uses the same wizard-based process as is used for conventional 

electrodes.  The wizard helps users to define the region where the electrode will be used quickly and 

easily, extract the shape needed to produce the required feature in the part, and then edit the design to 

provide clearance from the main surface of the tool and to blend it into the blank size needed to fix the 

electrode into its holder.  Once the electrode for the first area has been defined, the user then re-runs the 

wizard for other burn areas to be included in the multi-part electrode. 

The same process can be used if particularly hard materials are to be burnt or if the same electrode 

design is required in several areas of the tool.  In these cases, a single electrode might not be 

sufficient.  A second electrode can be created within the blank, again by re-running the wizard, so that, 

once the first electrode has worn out, the electrode assembly can be rotated to use the second one. 

In family electrodes, the roughing and finishing electrodes for a single area are combined in the 

assembly.  Once again, the second part of the assembly is created by re-running the wizard.  However, in 

these cases, the different machining offsets required for the rougher and finisher are applied when 

creating the various parts of the assembly. 

All of these compound electrodes require more complex movement around the tool as they are used in 

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/coval-e-catalogue/id941048067?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=net.traceparts.coval&hl=en_EN
http://www.delcam-electrode.com/
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comparison to standard electrodes.  To ensure that collisions don’t occur, collision prevention 

technology from the PowerMILL CAM system has been added into the simulation algorithms used by 

Delcam Electrode. 

Delcam Electrode combines the PowerSHAPE CAD software, the PowerMILL CAM system and the 

PowerINSPECT inspection software to give a completely integrated solution for the design, machining 

and inspection of electrodes.  At the heart of the Delcam solution is a novel file format – the .Trode 

file.  This contains all the information for each electrode project, including not only the electrode design 

but also the machining and inspection information, plus the set-up sheets for its manufacture and 

use.  Having all the required information in a single file simplifies data management as well as 

increasing overall efficiency. 

Delcam Electrode can provide scripts for equipment from AgieCharmilles (Agievision and CT 

Millennium controls), Exeron, JDMA EPX, Makino EDM, Mitsubishi Electric, ONA EDM, OPS-

Ingersoll, Sodick and Zimmer & Kreim.  Scripts are the EDM equivalent of CAM programs for machine 

tools.  They provide an automated process for the programming of the machine, instead of users having 

to program manually from a set-up sheet.  The automated process is much easier and quicker, especially 

when a large number of electrodes are being used on the same component.  Furthermore, the direct link 

removes the human error that could always be possible with manual programming. 
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ESPRIT 2015 Product Launch Announcement 

26 March 2015 

 

CAM industry innovator DP Technology Corp. is pleased to announce the release of a new version of its 

pioneering flagship product ESPRIT® 2015. 

ESPRIT helps increase productivity for a full range of machine tool applications by generating more 

efficient toolpaths while also saving time by providing substantial improvements in computer numerical 

control (CNC) programming productivity. 

Besides increasing productivity, the release also provides many new and improved features specifically 

in the areas of intelligent machining, strategic machining, CAD-CAM data exchange and Cloud-Enabled 

CAM. 

Intelligent Machining 

Intelligent machining features in ESPRIT 2015 accelerates the machining process by providing new and 

unique 5-Axis cycles that reduce cycle time. This makes it possible to completely machine blades in a 

single setup. ESPRIT’s 5-Axis Blade Roughing tool motion is morphed across the blade from any size 

stock shape to uniformly offset stock allowance so it can be immediately followed by a finishing cycle. 

“ESPRIT 2015 offers unique features in 5-axis to make complex machining more efficient, allowing 

users to have more tool path options with features like blade roughing and chamfering.” said Cedric 

Simard, Global Marketing Director of DP Technology. “ESPRIT 2015 blade roughing enables users to 

remove material down to uniform stock around the blade and eliminates the need to follow semi-finish 

cycles. Users in the aerospace, energy, medical and automotive industries will benefit the most from 

these time-saving operations for precision parts.” 

The Port Roughing cycle, another intelligent machining improvement in ESPRIT 2015, is a brand new 
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5-Axis cycle. It creates a 5-axis roughing operation to remove the material inside an area where the tool 

must enter through a restricted opening. The shape of the toolpath is an offset of the port surfaces, 

starting at the surface and proceeding inward at a constant stepover. 

Productivity Boost 

ESPRIT 2015 also includes features that increase machining productivity. The new Bottom Up roughing 

strategy helps take ESPRIT’sProfitMilling high speed material removal cycle to the next level. The new 

Bottom Up strategy lets you attain a small residual stock height during the stock removal process. Even 

more, it can be combined with ProfitMilling — our unique high-speed machining roughing technology 

— for a major improvement in overall productivity. ProfitMilling optimizes toolpaths with engagement 

angle, chip load, lateral cutter force and material removal rate to massively reduce cycle time and 

increase tool life. 

Strategic machining 

The strategic machining capabilities of ESPRIT 2015 have been expanded with completely redesigned 

stock automation capabilities for multi—tasking machines with mill, turn and drill capabilities. 

Available for the Facing, Contouring and Pocketing milling cycles, the new stock automation function 

maintains awareness of the stock removed by previous operations to generate cutting passes only in 

areas where stock remains. This function greatly reduces air cutting which in turn drastically reduces 

cycle time. 

Additional strategic machining improvements have been made by providing support for slot mill tools in 

the Port Milling and Composite cycles. Slot mill tools save machining time on operations as tee-slotting 

and square shoulder milling and their geometry generates lower cutting forces in soft materials and 

unstable setups which increases tool life. Barrel-shaped cutters are now supported in 5-Axis Blade and 

Composite cycles. Barrel-shaped cutters provide a much better surface finish than ball end mills because 

their geometry provides a larger effective radius of engagement, resulting in smaller cusps between 

toolpaths. 

CAD to CAM 

New data exchange features in ESPRIT 2015 make it easier ever before to move information from your 

CAD system into the CAM environment. Three new geometry types -- sketches, feature profiles and 

curves -- are now available through ESPRIT FX data exchange from Dassault Systemes CATIA, 

Parametric Technology Pro/ENGINEER and Siemens NX/UG. The additional information obtained 

from these geometry types can be easily manipulated to cover complex areas for roughing operations or 

extend surfaces to get a better finish on edges. 

ESPRIT 2015 provides another important improvement to shorten programming time by increasing the 

accuracy of automated feature recognition. The enhanced Auto Chain support for solid faces, loops and 

edges lets you create chain features directly on solid models. In addition, a redesigned wall feature 

recognition command automatically recognizes the upper and lower limits of walls, even tapered walls, 

in a solid model. 

Cloud-Enabled CAM 

ESPRIT 2015 allows you to select tools based on the features of your parts in minutes — saving you the 

drudgery of flipping through catalogs to find ideal tooling. With the ESPRIT MachiningCloud 

Connection, programmers have access to complete and up-to-date tooling product data, cutting hours of 

programming time by eliminating manual tool creation. ESPRIT 2015 simplifies the selection of cutting 

tools and automatically obtains the recommended ones. 
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FARO® Streamlines As-Built to BIM Workflows with PointSense for Revit® 

31March 2015 

 

FARO Technologies, Inc. announces the release of the newly designed PointSense for Autodesk’s 

Revit® building design software. PointSense introduces breakthrough functionality to significantly 

improve the evaluation and conversion of point cloud data to Building Information Modeling (BIM).  

BIM has become a standard in the planning, building and management of new facilities and Autodesk 

Revit® is one of the most established BIM programs for the Architecture, Engineering and Construction 

(AEC) industry. FARO’s latest software release accelerates and simplifies the analysis and design of 

laser scan data directly in Autodesk Revit®.  

“PointSense is FARO’s first software release following our recent acquisition of kubit™ and upholds 

FARO’s strategy to be a leader in the AEC market,” stated Jay Freeland, FARO’s President and CEO. 

“As BIM continues to be an established requirement in the construction industry, we recognize the need 

to provide customers with a complete field to finish solution. PointSense enhances the architectural 

design process by simplifying the extraction of BIM models to point clouds. This is merely the 

beginning of FARO’s efforts to greatly enhance scan-to-BIM workflows.” 

PointSense users will experience additional functionality compared to traditional native Autodesk 

Revit® tools previously available to the market. Some of the new features include: extraction and 

alignment of architectural walls, creation of Revit® family types such as doors, windows, beams, 

construction lines and ground models, real 3D snap-to-point clouds, plane detection and scaled ortho-

image generation. 
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Graebert Announces Expanded Collaboration with Dassault Systèmes SolidWorks on Plugin for 

DraftSight Distribution and Promotion 

2 April 2015 

 

Graebert™ GmbH http://www.graebert.com today announced at the conclusion of its joint 2015 World 

Developers Tour with Dassault Systèmes SolidWorks that the two companies have further expanded 

their marketing collaboration for DraftSight™. 

As part of the 2015 DraftSight World Tour, Graebert and Dassault Systèmes met with developers from 

Europe, Asia and Americas to talk about the DraftSight Plugins Distribution and how to share their 

optimized solutions with the 3M+ active users of the platform. DraftSight now has the second-largest 

installed base of any CAD program and is the only provider offering powerful marketing tools to 

promote partner apps directly to end-users. 

Dassault Systèmes SolidWorks demonstrated during the last event of the World Tour in Bangkok, 

Thailand, how the Plugin-of-the-Month offer is now directly inserted in the home palette of DraftSight 

for in-app purchase. The DraftSight plugin of the month is also showing up as a suggestion in the 

http://www.faro.com/en-us/news-events/news/2015/03/03/faro-expands-presence-in-architecture-engineering-and-construction-with-acquisition-of-kubit
http://horizonpr.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d7aed5c8f1c6da05338626e41&id=caf855e6bc&e=edd70aa1e5
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Dassault Systèmes store when users are purchasing DraftSight Professional. 

Several key SolidWorks VARs have recently become official resellers of both DraftSight Enterprise and 

Professional for worldwide customers. During the several stops on the World Tour, developers and 

resellers of all sizes learned how to market their own plugins for DraftSight and discovered the 

unprecedented power and flexibility of the DraftSight API. 

While DraftSight supports plugins developed in LISP or via a COM interface, the DraftSight API is a 

modern C++ development library that has been specifically developed for ISVs and their specific needs. 

One of its unique advantages is forward-compatibility, meaning that plugins created for one version of 

DraftSight will be easily supported by future versions. 

Lastly, Graebert revealed that its own store for plugins now contains 24 products – including the new 

CAD Blocks for DraftSight family priced from USD59. A range of other plugins will go live in the store 

over the next weeks. These plugins can be purchased and downloaded for a free trial from the new 

Graebert Marketplace for DraftSight at https://www.graebert.com/pluginsfordraftsight. 
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MecSoft Releases VisualCAM 2015 for Geomagic 

30 March 2015 

 

MecSoft Corporation has announced the availability of VisualCAM 2015 for Geomagic, a major version 

release for MecSoft’s integrated CAM solution for Geomagic Design from 3D Systems Corporation. 

VisualCAM 2015 for Geomagic includes 2 CAM modules known as VisualCAM-MILL for Geomagic, 

and VisualCAM-TURN for Geomagic, each of which run integrated inside the Geomagic Design CAD 

program and can be bought and licensed independent of each other. Both modules were significantly 

enhanced and improved in this 2015 release to provide customers with a powerful and complete 

manufacturing platform. 

“With this release we are continuing to strengthen our fully integrated CAM product for Geomagic. 

Both the MILL and the TURN modules of this product have been greatly improved based on user input 

and together with the seamless integration inside Geomagic Design, we continue to provide leading edge 

manufacturing capabilities for Geomagic Design users worldwide.” stated Joe Anand, President and 

CEO of MecSoft Corporation. 

A free demo of VisualCAM 2015 for Geomagic can be downloaded at 

http://visualcamforgeomagic.com. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Nemetschek Vectorworks Announces Latest Edition of ‘Entertainment Design’ Instructional Guide 

1 April 2015 

 

Authored by award-winning scenic and lighting designer, Kevin Lee Allen, Entertainment Design: 

Scenery, Lighting, and Sound with Vectorworks Spotlight, 4th Edition provides readers with tutorial-

http://horizonpr.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d7aed5c8f1c6da05338626e41&id=25c00cdd6f&e=edd70aa1e5
http://www.3dsystems.com/
http://visualcamforgeomagic.com/
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based design techniques applicable to film, television, concerts, exhibits and more. Allen updated the 

instructional guide to complement the release of Vectorworks® Spotlight with Renderworks® 2015 

software developed by Nemetschek Vectorworks, Inc. 

The guide outlines a process for design development and collaboration with other designers and 

technical staff. Specifically, Entertainment Design explores the creation of scenic, lighting and sound 

designs for a theoretical Broadway production of Romeo and Juliet. Readers will also learn how to 

create a simple 3D object. 

In addition to reflecting the features in Vectorworks 2015 software, the fourth edition of the guidebook 

will help readers: 

 Use the new Deform tool to bend, taper or create a bulge with practically any geometric 

object. 

 Create temporary platforms with Stage Deck tools and model supports with Stage Lift tools. 

 Directly edit Lighting Position objects. 

 Work with new rendering styles such as White Model style. 

Readers will also be introduced to the Vectorworks Remote App, which connects mobile devices to a 

Vectorworks desktop using a remote connection plug-in. The app allows users to interactively use the 

device like a remote to view, navigate and present designs without having to be at their desktops. 

“Kevin Lee Allen’s books and accompanying tutorials have been tremendously helpful as I transitioned 

to Vectorworks as my go-to drafting software,” said Tom Palmer, partner and creative director at Palmer 

Schwartz Agency. “I can’t think of a better investment in Vectorworks education than purchasing this 

training guide.” 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Nemetschek Vectorworks Launches Chinese Version of Vectorworks 2015 

3 April 2015 

 

Global design software developer Nemetschek Vectorworks, Inc. has released the Chinese-language 

version of the Vectorworks® 2015 line of design software, including Vectorworks Designer, Architect, 

Landmark, Spotlight, Fundamentals and Renderworks®. 

The Vectorworks 2015 software contains more than 100 updates and new features in the areas of 

architecture, BIM, urban planning and entertainment design. In previous versions, the power of 64-bit 

was only available in the platform’s photorealistic rendering engine, Renderworks, but has now been 

integrated throughout the entire Vectorworks 2015 product line, providing designers with the ability to 

handle larger projects, as well as better performance and stability. In addition, designers will observe a 

revolutionary graphical experience from advances made to the Vectorworks Graphics Module (VGM). 

“Updates for the 2015 Vectorworks software have been made with designers’ best interests in mind,” 

said Cecil Fung, managing director of Mad Macs Technology Distributions Limited, the Vectorworks 

distributor in China. “For instance, the 64-bit feature is beneficial when considering and adopting an 

improved design solution in China because the geographical scale of projects in the country and the 

common composition of multi-disciplinary teams often demand the computational and coordination 

efficiencies that the program provides.” 

http://www.vectorworks.net/spotlight/
http://www.vectorworks.net/renderworks/
http://www.vectorworks.net/renderworks/
http://www.vectorworks.net/service-select/cloud-services/remote
http://www.vectorworks.net/products/
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Mad Macs will host launch events in Guangzhou (April 3, 2015), Shenzhen (April 6, 2015), Shanghai 

(April 9, 2015), Beijing (April 14, 2015), Nanjing (April 16-17, 2015), Hangzhou (April 27, 2015) and 

Chongqing (May 6, 2015), providing an introduction to new features in Vectorworks 2015 that will 

benefit architectural, commercial space design, landscaping and planning, and stage and exhibition 

lighting designers. 

Members of the press, industry group representatives and those interested in learning more about the 

Chinese-language version of Vectorworks 2015 are invited to attend the launch events and will be joined 

by attendees from state-owned, private sector and academic institutes. To sign up to attend, email 

events.2015@vectorworks.cn or register online. 
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Pneuron Announces Global Partnership with HP to Accelerate Business Intelligence Modernization 

Services 

31 March 2015 

 

Pneuron Corporation announced a partnership with HP to provide customers with the ability to quickly 

realize value derived from new big data insights with less cost and more agility than traditional solution 

approaches. 

“Now, new insights generated by HP’s leading big data solutions can be rapidly leveraged to solve real 

business problems. This validates the promised potential of big data and marks a new era of BI and 

analytics: ‘Intelligent Business.’” 

The partnership combines HP’s Business Intelligence (BI) Modernization Services and leading big data 

analytics platform with Pneuron’s innovative Distributed Solutions Platform to offer customers a rapid, 

flexible and robust approach to deploying end-to-end solutions. The technology will be offered as on-

premise and as-a-Service in the HP Helion cloud, further enabling enterprise customers to derive critical 

advantages required in today’s dynamic marketplace. Additional benefits include: 

 Faster Time to Value Realization: Pneuron’s runtime acquisition of targeted elements from 

source systems dramatically accelerates solution deployment by sidestepping lengthy data 

aggregation activities. 

 Lower Cost of Ownership: By pre-integrating multiple technologies into a single platform, 

Pneuron eliminates costly acquisition and integration of additional tools. 

 High-Degree of Agility: Pneuron’s non-invasive integration of assets and accessible, 

configuration-driven solution design provide the capability to rapidly deploy new ideas as new 

solutions. 

“Our customers recognize the importance of closing the big data loop – that is, not only generating new 

insights about markets, customers and products, but acting on these insights in a targeted and 

meaningful way,” said Martin Risau, senior vice president, Analytics and Data Management Global 

Practice, HP Enterprise Services. “Our partnership with Pneuron ‘closes the loop’ and demonstrates 

HP’s commitment to simplifying and accelerating how our customers deploy technology to improve 

their businesses.” 

“With its long history of product and service innovation, HP is an ideal partner for delivering Pneuron’s 

mailto:events.2015@vectorworks.cn
http://www.vectorworks.cn/cn/vw2015-chi-launch-reg
http://pneuron.com/
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innovative platform into the BI marketplace,” said Simon Moss, CEO of Pneuron. “Now, new insights 

generated by HP’s leading big data solutions can be rapidly leveraged to solve real business problems. 

This validates the promised potential of big data and marks a new era of BI and analytics: ‘Intelligent 

Business.’” 

Pneuron’s mission is to help today’s enterprise overcome the time, cost and complexity of traditional 

enterprise solution approaches. By using Pneuron’s Distributed Solutions Platform and HP’s BI 

Modernization and big data analytics services, organizations can leverage existing systems and 

infrastructure to connect data, applications, processes and analytics without the need for intermediary 

databases, associated data integration costs or system replacement. The focus on realizing business value 

while delivering increased productivity and engagement of business expertise inspires new waves of 

innovation. 
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PROSTEP PDF Generator 3D 5.1: Improved Support for PLM Processes 

2 April 2015 

 

PROSTEP presents version 5.1 of PDF Generator 3D. It not only allows the conversion of 3D models 

from the latest versions of CATIA V5, Siemens NX 10, Autodesk Inventor 2015, Solid Edge ST7, Creo 

Parametric 3.0, Parasolid 27, SolidWiorks 2015 and JT 10 but, thanks to PLM XML, also enables PLM 

structures to be transferred directly to PDF documents, thus allowing an even greater degree of 

integration in enterprise processes. 

The new version of PROSTEP PDF Generator 3D offers a number of improvements when reading in 

and processing CAD data from CATIA, Creo and NX, as well when displaying PMI information from 

SolidWorks. Textures from Autodesk Inventor and SolidWorks are now also displayed correctly. 

Furthermore, the new version can be used to import and visualize movement patterns from Dassault 

Systèmes applications like CATIA and DELMIA directly in 3D PDF documents. This makes the visual 

communication of manufacturing and assembly information easier. 

The new version of PROSTEP's server solution for creating 2D/3D PDFs is now available. 
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Synopsys Introduces Innovative Visualization Capabilities in LucidShape for Automotive Lighting 

Design 

31 March 2015 

 

Synopsys, Inc. today announced the availability of version 2.0 of its LucidShape® automotive lighting 

design software, which delivers a powerful new photorealistic visualization module for efficient 

performance evaluations early in the design cycle, as well as productivity-enhancing tools to enable 

faster, more accurate model creation. LucidShape 2.0 empowers automotive lighting engineers to 

develop, verify and deliver high-quality designs while reducing product development time. 

"The new LucidShape Light Pipe Tool significantly reduces development time for MENTOR's major 

optics products," said Dr. Michael Olbrich, head of the lighting engineering group at MENTOR GmbH 
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& Co. Prazisions-Bauteile KG, Germany. "In addition, the LucidShape Visualize Module allows us to 

create physically correct photorealistic images for presenting MENTOR design concepts to our 

customers. This is a tremendously effective tool for communications with design teams and decision-

makers." 

Visualize Module 

LucidShape's new Visualize Module delivers high-speed photorealistic images of an automotive lighting 

system's lit appearance, which demonstrate luminance effects when light sources in a model are 

illuminated. Because the Visualize Module depicts all interactions between system geometry and light 

sources, it provides designers with a physically correct diagnostic tool for evaluating how a lighting 

system will be perceived by the human eye. This is particularly important for evaluating automotive 

components such as turn signals and brake lights. The Visualize Module is a fast, reliable engineering 

tool that enables designers to perform design checks and make improvements early and often in the 

product development process. 

The Visualize Module delivers these key capabilities: 

 Supports environment sources for the integration of 360-degree, high-dynamic range (HDR) 

photographic environments into photorealistic visualizations. Includes all physical and optical 

properties for an immersive, accurate rendering of a lighting scene.  

 Combines LucidShape's luminance camera and backward ray tracing to perform rapid, high-

accuracy luminance calculations and generate photorealistic images at multiple angles and 

viewing directions.  

 Harnesses LucidShape's GPUtrace solution, which uses graphics processing unit (GPU) 

computing to accelerate illumination simulations by orders of magnitude compared to 

multithreading capabilities. The speed of the Visualize Module's simulations gives designers the 

flexibility to rapidly evaluate their models at any point in the design process. 

"The Visualize Module is an indispensable part of our automotive lighting design process," said Richard 

Pacholski, lighting designer at Samvardhana Motherson Reflectec (SMR). "Our customers focus not 

only on optical performance, but also increasingly on the visual appearance of the illuminated product. 

With the Visualize Module, we can quickly and accurately simulate an illuminated product in a studio or 

outdoor environment and at various viewing angles, which is key because product appearance and 

illumination levels can change drastically at different viewpoints." 

"The LucidShape Visualize Module is a powerful engineering tool that doesn't just render a design—it 

provides a virtual prototype that allows automotive lighting designers to quickly pinpoint aspects of a 

model that can be improved to generate the best possible performance," said George Bayz, vice 

president and general manager of Synopsys' Optical Solutions Group. "The module reduces the need for 

costly and lengthy physical prototyping." 

Ray Data Viewer 

The Ray Data Viewer now provided with LucidShape creates illuminance images based on ray data 

sources. This allows designers to quickly preview the lit appearance and structure of vendor light 

sources before incorporating them into their models. Sources can be viewed from various angles using a 

camera positioning capability. 

Light Pipe Tool 

The new Light Pipe Tool simplifies and speeds the creation of complete light pipe designs by allowing 

prism bands, which model sheets of prismatic microstructures, to be created in conjunction with light 
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pipe surfaces in LucidShape. With this tool, the light pipe surface is automatically fit to the prism band 

and merged into a single new shape, producing a seamless, optically accurate light guide. 

Measured Bidirectional Scatter Distribution Function (BSDF) Surface Material Library 

LucidShape's material library, which provides a wide array of surface material and bulk volume media, 

has been expanded to include measured BSDF models from Synopsys' LightTools® illumination design 

software. The new measured BSDF data delivers unsurpassed accuracy for modeling surface scattering 

for materials commonly used in automotive lighting and can be expanded and customized by designers 

according to their unique requirements. 
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Zuken Announces PCB Reference Design Availability for Intel IoT Devices 

1 April 2015 

 

Zuken announces that board reference designs for Intel-produced Internet of Things (IoT) devices 

prepared in CR-8000 Design Force are now available from Intel. Delivery starts with the Intel® Atom™ 

Processor E3800 series of products. 

Intel Corporation and Zuken are engaged in a technical partnership working to address convenience 

improvements for designs in Zuken PCB design environments that use Intel platforms. This delivery of 

reference designs forms just one part of these efforts. 

With the continued rise of IoT, it is becoming increasingly important for products developed by 

embedded system manufacturers to incorporate highly advanced designs using the latest electronic 

components in the shortest period of time. Embedded system manufacturers using Intel platforms can 

greatly reduce the time required for design reviews by obtaining the reference design in Zuken PCB 

design formats. 

This initiative will greatly improve the efficiency of embedded systems designs based on Intel® 

Architecture (IA). Intel and Zuken plan to continue their collaboration to enhance design efficiency for 

developers, while providing optimal IA solutions for the emerging IoT market. 
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