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Acquisitions 

ANSYS Acquires KPIT medini Technologies 

3 November 2016 

ANSYS announced today that it has acquired Berlin-based KPIT medini Technologies AG, a leading 

provider of systems safety analysis solutions. 

As products – from mobile phones to automobiles – become smarter and more complex, the need to 

simulate the entire system, and not just its components, is increasing rapidly. That added complexity 

provides new ways for products to fail, making systems safety and reliability analysis more critical than 

ever. 

Medini develops and markets solutions for systems safety analysis, reliability engineering and quality 

management. Its flagship solution, medini™ analyze, implements core functional safety analysis 

activities and integrates them with customers' existing engineering workflows. Medini analyze provides 

wide support, including at the concept, system, software and hardware levels. 

A combined ANSYS-medini solution enables companies to have one system simulation solution for the 

entire product development cycle. This will allow companies to more effectively manage their system 

engineering processes, as well as to perform in-depth sub-system and component engineering 

development in a single comprehensive platform – achieving functional safety, reliability and quality 

targets faster and more cost-effectively. 

"With trends like autonomous vehicles and the Internet of Things, innovation has never been more 

important for companies, regardless of their industry. But system complexity can be a barrier to 

innovation for some organizations," said Jim Cashman, ANSYS CEO. "That's why we're excited about 

the systems functional safety capabilities medini adds to the broad ANSYS portfolio. Our combined 

solution will spark innovation in a variety of industries." 

"This unique combination will help us to extend our reach into other sectors, including aircraft and 

energy, where ANSYS is strong," said Olaf Kath, co-founder and CEO of medini. "And we will be able 

to work with our existing customers in the automotive industry to reduce their reliance on costly 

physical testing and streamline system engineering processes, while also improving the speed and 

success of their product development efforts." 

http://www.ansys.com/
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"We are very happy about synergy in the tools strategy for medini and ANSYS," said KPIT CEO Kishor 

Patil, "KPIT will continue to focus on functional safety services and be a long-term strategic partner to 

medini and ANSYS." 

Click here to return to Contents 

Company News 

Allplan Signs Cooperation Agreement with BIMobject® 

2 November 2016 

BIMobject AB (BIMobject) today announces a new collaboration with Allplan GmbH (Allplan), which 

is a major player in BIM and AEC. Allplan is owned by Nemetscheck Group, which had a turnover of 

EUR 285 million in 2015. In the near future, Allplan will develop a BIMobject App for its 

approximately 40,000 users and give them the ability to download BIM objects directly from BIMobject 

Cloud. BIMobject will support the Allplan format in the BIMobject Cloud in order to support the 

Allplan BIM-platform. 

Users of Allplan, mostly architects and engineers, will in the future be able to easily integrate BIM 

objects into their drawings and models from BIMobject Cloud, which will facilitate the daily work 

significantly and provide information-rich digital products and materials. 

Nemetscheck Group, which owns Allplan, is one of Europe's leading suppliers of architectural, 

engineering and management applications. 

"We regularly receive requests from architects and engineers who need manufacturer specific BIM 

objects for Allplan. Now we can finally address this need. Also for manufacturers of building materials 

and products, this will mean a significant increase regarding the amount of users from Allplan 

world", says Johannes Reischböck, COO and board member, BIMobject. 

"Our customers will benefit directly through our cooperation with BIMobject. Architects and engineers 

will in future be able to integrate BIM objects from the original products directly into their BIM 

workflows. This makes the process of planning, construction and operation of buildings significantly 

more efficient which will create more value", says Markus Tretheway, Vice President of Product 

Management, Allplan. 

Click here to return to Contents 

ARCOS Innovations Joins the Aras Partner Program 

2 November 2016 

Aras® today announced that ARCOS Innovations has joined the Aras Partner Program. ARCOS helps 

organizations be more competitive and profitable in the "Business of Shipbuilding". 

Focused on the shipbuilding industry, ARCOS serves as a valuable resource of technology and industry 

specific expertise in order to achieve desired and significant process improvements with PLM 

implementation projects for the digital shipyard of the future.  

“Shipbuilding is one of the most challenging and complex manufacturing processes in the world. To 

manage this complexity, leading shipyards are undertaking a digital transformation,” said Jay Pappas, 
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Vice President of Alliances at Aras. ”By bringing together the latest PLM platform technology from 

Aras and decades of shipbuilding knowledge, ARCOS is redefining the way shipyards modernize 

processes across the lifecycle.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Bentley Systems and Microsoft Join Forces to Advance Connected Data Environments for 

Infrastructure Projects and Assets  

2 November 2016 

Bentley Systems, Incorporated today announced that Bentley’s new AssetWise CONNECT 

Edition and ProjectWise CONNECT Edition uniquely support hybrid computing environments across 

desktops, mobile devices, and in-house servers. And together, ProjectWise CONNECT 

Edition and AssetWise CONNECT Edition leverage Microsoft’s Azure cloud services to advance 

beyond common data environments to connected data environments. 

During Conference keynotes, Bentley and Microsoft discussed the advancements made possible through 

their partnership and some of their future priorities working together. CEO Greg Bentley offered user 

organizations Bentley’s Success Plans for “going digital” through Azure to ensure that “BIM potential” 

created through digital engineering models can be fully realized in infrastructure project delivery and 

asset performance. The Azure-provisioned connected data environment experiences and benefits 

realized by Crossrail, Shell, Maryland State Highway Administration, and Mott MacDonald were cited. 

The next step for connected data environments is to enable business- and operational-intelligence 

analytics to have open and live access to information within digital engineering models in order that 

“ET” (engineering technologies) can be brought to bear with “IT” and “OT” (operational technologies) 

to improve the throughput, safety, and reliability of infrastructure asset performance. 

David Epp, director, global ISV alliances, Microsoft Corporation, described Microsoft’s advancements 

and potential contributions. Epp said, “One of Microsoft’s key priorities is supporting our partners. We 

are pleased that Azure is a core component of Bentley Systems’ connected data environment for 

infrastructure engineering organizations “going digital.” Specific cases such as Crossrail, Shell, 

Maryland SHA, and Mott MacDonald illustrate this active collaboration. We consider Bentley a leader 

in technical software, taking full advantage of our growing set of Azure services. We currently record 

over 100 trillion objects in Azure Storage. We are leveraging this power as well as other capabilities to 

help Bentley enhance connected data environments to deliver more value through new technologies and 

innovations. Through our newest Cognitive Services—from PowerBI to Cortana analytics and deep 

learning—we hope to help accelerate the realization of the ‘BIM potential’ for Bentley users’ digital 

engineering models. We are proud that Azure can play a strategic role in the advancement of 

infrastructure project delivery and asset performance through advanced Bentley solutions.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Bentley Systems and Topcon Join Forces to Advance Cloud Services 

2 November 2016 

Topcon Positioning Group and Bentley Systems today announced their joint intentions to connect cloud 

services for constructioneering. During the keynote presentations, the companies’ CEOs presented new 

construction workflows designed to increase efficiency and productivity with enhanced integration 



CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 5 

between their respective cloud services. 

Each company will bring to market cloud-based solution offerings, which include services of both and 

provide construction workflows not previously possible. Initially, Bentley Systems will offer its 

ProjectWise CONNECT Edition users seamless connectivity with MAGNET Enterprise, and Topcon 

will incorporate ContextCapture image processing for its mass data collection via unmanned aerial 

systems (UAS). 

“Topcon and Bentley share a vision about the advancements we can achieve through what I call 

the continuous representation of reality,” said Ray O’Connor, president and CEO, Topcon Positioning 

Group. “We also share a commitment to rolling up our sleeves and working together to make possible 

tangible results and real benefits for our customers as we advance constructioneering. I believe that our 

strategic collaboration will continue to integrate surveying, engineering, and construction, improving 

outcomes for project delivery.” 

Greg Bentley, CEO, Bentley Systems, said, “To date, surveying, engineering, and construction 

industries have separately advanced to 3D technologies. But unbelievably, until now, 3D models have 

been recreated—rather than reused—at each phase. It’s been exciting to work with Topcon to 

introduce constructioneering so that our engineering users can start from the reality-captured survey 

context and leverage and update their digital engineering models through the construction process. Our 

joint cloud service innovations for constructing and improving roadways, including as-built capture, are 

enabling the highest level of workflow automation. I believe that Topcon will continue to pioneer new 

positioning devices to take advantage of every emerging opportunity, and we are enthusiastic about 

working with them to advance constructioneering into the mainstream for infrastructure projects around 

the world.” 

Compared to traditional workflows between design and construction in which data from survey and 

digital engineering models can be lost and inefficiently recreated, constructioneering empowers 

engineers to extend their role within both surveying and construction. 

Cloud services first bring the construction site conditions to the engineers so their work starts with an 

accurate model of the current 3D context—as captured by Topcon UAS photogrammetry and laser 

scanners—and then processed into engineering-ready 3D reality meshes by Bentley’s ContextCapture 

software. Cloud services subsequently convey the engineers’ work directly to construction processes in 

the field. This automation process—achieved through the connection between Topcon MAGNET cloud 

service and Bentley’s ProjectWise CONNECT Edition cloud services—improves project delivery, with 

design performed in context, and the resulting digital engineering models feeding the 3D machine 

control that guides the construction machinery. 

Topcon and Bentley expect to expand the constructioneering workflow to further applications for 

infrastructure services. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Comsol Launches Africa’s Largest IoT Network, Featuring LPWA Enabled by Actility 

2 November 2016 

Comsol’s open architecture, open platform Low Power Wide Area National network deployment, 

Comsol IoT, has been launched. Backed by a global alliance and driven by international giants such as 

Cisco and IBM, and enabled by Actility’s carrier-grade platform, the latest generation IoT network 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcomsol.co.za%2F&esheet=51452353&newsitemid=20161102006824&lan=en-US&anchor=Comsol%27s&index=1&md5=aa1d8011fbb50364650f3917ceb257af
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.actility.com%2F&esheet=51452353&newsitemid=20161102006824&lan=en-US&anchor=Actility%27s&index=2&md5=c35c5b81ba47559854c8c8704c47ced0
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offers low cost, long range, low power IoT connectivity, capable of supporting geolocation. The Comsol 

IoT network will be deployed on the back of Comsol’s R1,5 Billion Open Access Layer 2 National 

network investment and will be available for sensor service termination by February 2017 in the major 

metros. 

The Internet of Things (IoT) is fast becoming a reality. LoRa™ Wide Area Network (LoRaWAN™) 

technology offers a flexible IoT network ideal for the efficient and cost-effective monitoring and 

management of assets and infrastructure, enabling wireless connectivity for millions of sensors and 

smart devices over wide geographical areas. Comsol has now initiated the largest deployment of this 

technology on the African continent with the launch of Comsol IoT. 

“IoT offers solutions for smart cities, smart businesses, and even many of the challenges we face as a 

society, for example managing scarce resources like water. By enabling smart tracking, smart perimeter 

control, smart agriculture, smart buildings, as well as smart city applications like metering and manhole 

cover monitoring, IoT is already fundamentally changing how we live. We are proud to introduce the 

network that is going to empower African utilities, businesses, and individuals to gain the benefits the 

IoT offers,” says Iain Stevenson, CEO of Comsol. 

Designed to avoid interference, Comsol IoT combines the wide coverage area of cellular networks with 

low-power radio technology to provide ubiquitous connectivity in a single, cost-effective and secure 

wireless network. Serving a previously unaddressed market, Comsol IoT offers broad geographic 

coverage – including urban and rural areas – to create an ecosystem that supports the connectivity of 

millions of devices. 

“Comsol IoT is the ideal solution for applications where power-constrained devices are distributed over 

large geographical areas. So in the case of water or electricity meters, or agricultural monitoring, to 

name a few, the network offers wide reach as well as power and cost savings. Battery life of up to 15 

years can be achieved for some of these devices due to the relatively small data sets and transmission 

rates enabled by Comsol IoT. The high costs associated with manual monitoring, replacement of 

batteries and GPS devices are also no longer factors for organisations wanting to run a smart operation,” 

says Justin Colyn, Executive Head of IoT of Comsol. 

He adds that this provides opportunities for the developers operating in the market as well as the 

businesses leveraging the IoT solutions being created. “By virtue of the fact that Comsol IoT is an open 

access, open protocol network, any IoT applications that are developed will be seamlessly enabled to the 

devices and sensors they are meant to serve. There’s no vendor lock-in, creating a diverse ecosystem 

that will serve to take African IoT to the next level.” 

Comsol’s drive to connect Africa, without limits, has extended this deployment to include securing 

several device distribution agreements in South Africa. And by partnering with Actility, a global leader 

in Low Power Wide Area network software, Comsol has enabled South African customers to benefit 

from a complete solution. 

“Actility is an industry leader in Low Power Wide Area Networks (LPWAN). ThingPark by Actility 

offers a carrier-grade IoT platform, with a growing ecosystem of partners.” explains Actility CEO Mike 

Mulica. 

“We’re delighted to be supporting Comsol in rolling out a national IoT network for South Africa,” 

Mulica adds. “Comsol is one of the most innovative communication service providers in the world 

today, committed to a wide range of connectivity options to create the optimum network for every 

application. We’re very happy that Comsol has chosen LoRaWAN to complement their existing network 
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for the incredibly diverse range of IoT use cases expected in South Africa, and that they have chosen 

Actility’s carrier-grade ThingPark platform to enable that network.” 

Stevenson adds that Comsol IoT will not only provide an end-to-end solution for organisations moving 

into the IoT world, it offers a platform on which an entire ecosystem can be created to address the 

challenges the modern world faces. “IDC predicts that 25% of all IoT applications will be running over 

low power WANs like Comsol IoT by 2020. We are proud to be able to ensure that Africa’s IoT-enabled 

devices are not only connected by the most reliable and cost-effective network, but that they are able to 

create changes in the way agriculture, resource, and conservation management are conducted. IoT will 

change the face of the continent, and Comsol is honored to be at the forefront of that revolution.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Dassault Systèmes Supports Industrial Strategies in France and China with its 3DEXPERIENCE 

Platform 

4 November 2016 

Dassault Systèmes today announced that digital platforms for innovation are at the heart of industrial 

strategies in France and China.  As its “Manufacturing in the Age of Experience” event takes place in 

Shanghai from November 3-4, 2016, Dassault Systèmes is uniquely positioned to demonstrate how 

digital technology is a main driver of France’s “Industry of the Future” and China’s “Made in China 

2025” industrial innovation programs to reduce manufacturing costs, increase efficiencies and 

sustainability, inspire creativity and generate new business models.  

Today the internet is taking on an industrial dimension whereby new equipment, materials, autonomous 

robots and other technologies are transforming the way goods are produced. Industrial innovation must 

integrate multiple digital concepts to revolutionize existing processes and create a dynamic, holistic and 

more sustainable production model that results in a better consumer experience.  Governments and 

companies around the world are recognizing the industrial and economic potential in launching 

manufacturing automation and optimization initiatives to revitalize industry by having these digital 

concepts at their core.  

Both France and China have placed a strong focus on the use of digital platforms to accelerate industrial 

change through an integrated, end-to-end collaboration between people, information and ideas.  

“Beginning in 2012, the French government launched a wide range of reforms to help the country's 

industry take advantage of the digital revolution,” said Christophe Sirugue, French Minister of State for 

Industry.  “France's industrial base has come together in the ‘Industry of the Future’ alliance, to which 

the government has allocated a nine billion euro budget.  France's industry is open towards the world, 

and China is the best place to shed new light on our innovations.” 

Dassault Systèmes is co-leader of France’s “Industry of the Future” alliance, and is also working closely 

with industry in China to digitally transform its manufacturing sector, currently the largest in the world.  

In addition to organizing and hosting “Manufacturing in the Age of Experience,” the company is 

collaborating on projects involving the 3DEXPERIENCE platform with leading businesses aspiring to 

the “Made in China 2025” objectives.  

“Digital’s most visible value is to increase productivity and competitiveness, but its true power is the 

imagination.  Manufacturers that succeed will be those that will create a world which does not yet exist,” 

said Pascal Daloz, Executive Vice President, Brands and Corporate Development, Dassault Systèmes.  
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“Dassault Systèmes provides 3DEXPERIENCE universes for collaboration and innovation to implement 

innovative strategies in supply and demand.  The digital factory is not only virtual, connected and 

automated, but is above all an execution system, where men’s skills are turned to innovation, 

performance, quality and continuous change. The virtual becomes constitutive of the products 

themselves. As a consequence, the value is migrating to the cloud services where data are a strategic 

asset for the industry to reinvent itself.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Gerber Encourages the Next Generation of Designers at She Innovates Tech 2016 

1 November 2016 

Gerber Technology announced that Elizabeth King, vice president, digital solutions community and 

ecosystem, hosted a panel discussion at the 2016 She Innovates Tech Conference (SheTech) October 

29 in Miami, FL. 

The one-day conference is intended to inspire girls in Miami-Dade County to become next-generation 

innovators and problem-solvers by pursuing STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math) 

education and careers – fields that have historically attracted more men than women. The event features 

opportunities for the participants, aged 9 through 12, to learn first-hand why women can and should 

pursue tech focused careers in every industry including aerospace, computer engineering, 

communications, finance, education and even fashion. 

King led a panel discussion called "From Wearable Tech to 3D Fabrics," which focused on fashion and 

technology. Among the panelists was Israeli designer Danit Peleg, who, in 2015, was the first to design 

and 3D print an entire ready-to-wear fashion collection using only a home 3D printer. Peleg has since 

partnered with Gerber to develop and evolve the company's innovative YuniquePLM® and AccuMark® 

line of software products. 

King says designers like Peleg and the other panelists are good role models for girls interested in STEM. 

"Gerber believes in making it easy for anyone in the world to design, produce and sell great products," 

she said. "Danit used our AccuMark 3D technology to create an entire 3D printed clothing line – and we 

want young girls to see that. We want to send the message that technology can empower them to pursue 

their creative career dreams." 

The panel also included Erin Winick, a mechanical engineering student at the University of 

Florida specializing in 3D printed jewelry and encouraging women in engineering; Ariel Swedroe, a 13-

year-old fashion designer local to Miami who was inspired to create digitally printed textiles by her 

grandfather, Robert Swedroe's fine art; and Angie Cohen, the founder and creative director of 

DesignLab Miami who focuses on exposing bright young minds to the joy of creating fashion and 

textiles. 

Held at the University of Miami's Donna A. Shalala Student Center, SheTech is the product of 

collaboration between the University of Miami Center for Computational Science and CODeLLA, 

founded by Josie Goytisolo, an organization that offers tech and coding programs for young Latinas. 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Markforged PLM Solution Partner Adaptive Corporation Signs On to Resell 3D Carbon Fiber Based 

Printers and Offer Advanced 3D Printing Services 

27 October 2016 

Adaptive Corporation is pleased to announce it has joined the Markforged Partner Program to resell 

their advanced 3D carbon fiber-based printers.  Markforged offers the 3D printers that embed 

continuous fiber into printed carbon and nylon for an end-use composite part with the strength of metal. 

As the first PLM Solution Partner with Markforged, Adaptive extends its "physical" 3D Scanning 

services to now include 3D printing to support reverse engineering, prototyping, and on-the-fly 

replacement parts applications.  Markforged offers an affordable desktop 3D printer to suit various 

applications where strong durable parts are needed, and are suitable for functional testing and end-user 

parts.   Markforged also recently launched an industrial scale 3D printer, the Mark X, which increases 

the print size and includes in-process inspection and additional precision features. 

"Adaptive's focus is helping our customers connect virtual design to the physical world," stated Frank 

Thomas, Vice President of Metrology Solutions, Adaptive Corporation.   "Working with Markforged 

allows us to offer affordable 3D printing solutions to our customers who are looking to create mold, 

tooling and die parts in-house.  In addition, many companies need more durable parts for prototyping 

and preproduction.  We believe Markforged is the future of 3D printing." 

"We are pleased to have Adaptive Corporation as part of our partner community," stated Greg Mark, 

Founder and CEO, Markforged. "Adaptive's focus is in alignment with what we are pursuing, which to 

help customers create incredibly strong, production-ready parts right off the printer.  Manufacturers are 

looking for quality 3D printing solutions that can help get products to market faster.  We look forward to 

working with Adaptive and enabling their customers to help them accelerate their go-to-market plans 

with new products or address existing production gaps with our 3D printing capabilities." 

Click here to return to Contents 

PTC and Unity Announce Strategic Collaboration to Accelerate Augmented Reality Development 

with Vuforia 

1 November 2016 

PTC and Unity Technologies today announced a collaboration to simplify augmented reality (AR) 

development. PTC and Unity will work together to integrate the Vuforia® AR platform with Unity in 

order to deliver a seamless development experience to Unity’s global ecosystem. 

The Vuforia AR platform uses advanced computer vision technology to enable digital content to be 

placed in real-world environments. With support for handheld and headworn devices, Vuforia includes 

easy-to-use workflows, SDKs, and cloud services for Unity and other leading development tools. 

Vuforia has been adopted by more than 275,000 developers, and powers the majority of AR applications 

in the App Store and Google Play. 

Unity is the leading global development platform for creating 2D, 3D, VR, and AR games and 

experiences. With more than 5 billion downloads of Made with Unity mobile games in Q3 alone, Unity 

is used for more 3D experiences than any other 3D game and experience development software. Today, 

developers use Unity and Vuforia together to create most of the game, enterprise, and consumer 3D 

applications available, including titles from Activision, EA, LEGO, and Square Enix. In fact, of the 

more than 30,000 published Vuforia apps, more than 80% have been made with Unity. 

http://www.vuforia.com/
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“The Vuforia team has done a tremendous job of establishing Vuforia as the de-facto AR platform for 

Unity developers. We look forward to working with them more closely on our shared mission to bring 

more creators to AR and accelerate development,” said Elliot Solomon, vice president, business 

development, Unity Technologies. 

Tighter integration of Vuforia and Unity is expected to create a streamlined developer experience to 

allow new AR developers to become proficient more quickly and existing developers to be more 

productive. Additionally, improvements to AR application performance are expected through planned 

optimizations to camera and rendering pipelines. 

“AR is amazing to experience, but tricky to develop. Your canvas is no longer a rectangular screen – it’s 

the physical world. We’re excited to partner with Unity to make that canvas much easier to work with,” 

said Jay Wright, president, Vuforia, PTC. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Siemens Provides Clemson with Largest In-Kind Technology Grant in University History 

4 November 2016 

Clemson University has received the largest grant-in-kind in its history from Siemens with software the 

company has provided at a commercial value of $357,224,294. 

The software will be incorporated into student coursework and projects related to computer-aided-

design, engineering simulation, industrial design, digital manufacturing and manufacturing management 

in Clemson’s College of Engineering, Computing and Applied Sciences. By providing students with 

hands-on experience with this software in academic programs, Clemson is preparing a highly-skilled 

STEM workforce for the advanced manufacturing industry. 

Through the in-kind investment, Clemson students now will have access to the same Siemens product 

lifecycle management (PLM) software used by more than 140,000 companies throughout the global 

manufacturing industry – including 35 in South Carolina – to design, develop and manufacture some of 

the world’s most sophisticated products in a variety of industries, including aerospace, automotive, 

medical devices, machinery, shipbuilding and high-tech electronics. 

This academic partnership will help students compete for jobs throughout the world, and aid in building 

a workforce equipped with the skills needed for the high-tech jobs of tomorrow. 

“Preparing students to be highly competitive in the 21st century global economy is a central part of 

Clemson’s mission, and this new partnership with Siemens will provide our students with access to 

cutting-edge technical tools that can make them even more attractive to future employers – especially 

many of the world-class, advanced manufacturing companies operating in South Carolina,” said 

Clemson President James P. Clements. “We are extremely grateful to Siemens, a global technology 

leader, for this substantial, student-focused grant and look forward to building on our innovative 

partnership in the future.” 

As software plays an increasing role in the next era of manufacturing, this PLM software bundle – 

including Siemens' LMS™ software, NX™ software, Fibersim™ portfolio, Tecnomatix® portfolio, and 

Femap™ software – is designed to benefit students at both the undergraduate and graduate levels in the 

university’s College of Engineering, Computing and Applied Sciences. The software will be used in 

junior and senior level classes in the mechanical engineering and bioengineering departments, as well as 

by competitive teams at Clemson, such as Formula SAE. At the graduate level, the software also will be 
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used in the automotive engineering department. 

Joerg Schulte, manager of BMW Liaison Office for Research and Innovation and adjunct professor, 

teaches automotive manufacturing, a required class for all master’s students in Clemson’s automotive 

engineering program. The class project, to design a production plant for a fictitious company, challenges 

the students to apply what they have learned in a simulated, yet realistic setting. 

“We can’t build that up in reality, so in order to get as close to reality as we can, this PLM software from 

Siemens is crucial,” Schulte said. “Without this software, it wouldn’t be possible for the students to 

really get to the detail of what it means to run a production system – from how many stations you need 

to what kind of cycle time each station has, to how the manufacturing plant works with suppliers.” 

The software will help students realize their ideas by providing accurate information as the product 

moves from design to prototype through a streamlined manufacturing process that provides instant 

feedback and allows product developers to make adjustments. 

“As an alumnus of Clemson University, I am proud that Siemens is providing students with access to 

this software, positioning the university at the forefront of innovation and technology,” said Kevin 

Yates, head of Siemens Energy Management Division. “This partnership is rooted in a shared 

commitment to innovation and collaboration, and will allow Clemson – and South Carolina – to build a 

pipeline of skilled talent for the state’s growing manufacturing industry.” 

Clemson’s dedication to technology and innovation makes the university an ideal recipient for the in-

kind software grant. With the university’s vision to create a high- tech collaborative environment 

through the Watt Family Innovation Center, Clemson shares Siemens’ commitment to fostering 

innovation, advancing technology and developing the next-generation workforce. 

“We are honored to empower the next generation of digital talent at Clemson University through the 

largest in-kind grant in the university’s history,” said Eric Spiegel, president & CEO of Siemens USA. 

“By giving students access to this software, we are preparing for the fourth industrial revolution with 

invaluable real-world experience and equipping them with the skills needed to succeed in the software-

driven advanced manufacturing industry.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Tech Giants Collaborate On Zero Outage to Define New Industry Standard 

2 November 2016 

A group of technology companies announced that they have joined together to establish a Zero Outage 

industry standard to safeguard quality and reliability of IT infrastructure. The common goal of the group 

is to maximize availability and customer satisfaction by improving stability and security by defining an 

industry best practice based on a Zero Outage framework. 

The association's founding members are: Brocade, Cisco, Dell 

EMC, HDS, HPE, Juniper, NetApp, SAP, SUSE, and T-Systems. 

The digital world is increasingly dependent on IT. A technical defect, human error or untrained process 

execution can be a threat to everyday operations. Therefore manufacturers and service companies are 

growing a sense of urgency for an uninterruptible supply of their services. With the Zero Outage 

Industry Standard Association, major tech-companies want to start an industry-wide discussion and 

work out a common understanding of quality. 
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In order to enable highly stable operations, companies need to be able to control the quality of platforms, 

people, processes and security throughout the whole supply chain. The Zero Outage Industry Standard 

association intends to specify consistent error response times, employee qualification levels and set 

security and platform requirements. This can help companies to minimize errors, increase availability, 

ensure security and operate cost-effectively.  

The association members all come from different fields of the IT industry. The aim is to work together 

as partners and develop an industry wide known and respected "Best Practice" approach to ensure a 

stable and secure IT environment. The framework will be published on http://www.zero-outage.com/. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Events News 

9th European Altair Technology Conference Will Take Place in June 2017 in Germany 

2 November 2016 

Altair will host its 9th European Altair Technology Conference from June 26 - 28, 2017 at 

the Congressforum Frankenthal in the Rhine/Neckar area, Germany. Spanning the entire spectrum of 

Altair offerings, from the application of simulation and optimization technologies, to partner solutions as 

well as high-performance and cloud computing, the three-day event will be packed with valuable 

information from technical experts and thought leaders, offering innovative content and product 

development techniques. 

This year for the first time, extending the scope beyond Altair customers, the conference will include a 

day dedicated especially to those interested in simulation, design, and HPC solutions and the 

development of innovative products via a Simulation-driven Innovation™ approach.   

"I'm very much looking forward to our 9th E-ATC next year in June in Germany," said Dr. Detlef 

Schneider, Senior Vice President EMEA, Altair. "Last year more than 650 engineers and simulation 

experts joined us in Paris, showing tremendous interest, not only in our tools but also in our methods and 

product development philosophy. The 2017 agenda will reflect how Simulation-driven Innovation is 

leveraging simulation, optimization, high performance computing and cloud technologies to design 

disruptive future products. These topics will meet the needs of all kinds of product creators and will 

cover all types of industries - from architecture to industrial design, automotive and aerospace to general 

machinery and manufacturing." 

Divided in solution focused parallel sessions, day one will target an audience with a general design and 

engineering background in order to familiarize them with Altair's solutions. The program will offer high 

level insights into product development methods, simulation solutions and will provide general 

information on the use of simulation in various industries. In addition, day one will also host a session 

for academic users. 

Day two will be dedicated to keynote presentations from all industries, delivering inspiring insights into 

Simulation-driven Innovation techniques from high level Altair customers, the Altair executive team and 

industry thought leaders. This day is a must for executives, engineers and product creators looking for 

insights from leading industries. The third and last day of the conference will provide in-depth technical 

presentations given by experienced users of the Altair solutions, in parallel sessions. 

Presenting at the European ATC will provide a unique opportunity to reach out to a large engineering 

http://www.altair.com/
http://www.altairatc.com/europe
http://www.congressforum.de/
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audience and discuss innovative work with one's peers. Customers interested in speaking at the 

conference are invited to submit their abstracts to the organizational team 

via www.altairatc.com/europe or an email to eatcpresentations@altair.com. 

A technical showcase, presenting software and service solutions of Altair and its partners will 

complement the event.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Approyo to Sponsor Supply Chain and Digitalisation Event in the UK 

3 November 2016 

Approyo is proud to announce that it will be sponsoring, “Transform your Supply Chain with 

Digitalisation” with Rocket Consulting and SAP on November 17 in Vanwell Business Park, 

Maidenhead. Other sponsors for the event include Descartes and Honeywell. 

“Approyo is excited to bring our SAP HANA Solutions to a new audience in the UK,” said Christopher 

Carter, CEO of Approyo. “We have been rapidly expanding across the globe throughout 2016. Rocket 

Consulting provides an ideal fit for a partnership.” 

“We are thrilled to be part of the Transform your Supply Chain with Digitalisation event in the UK,” 

adds Philippe Chaudron, Vice President EMEA of Approyo. “Our SAP HANA services are a great fit 

for the event and companies in the UK and throughout Europe.” 

The objective of the event is to demonstrate how a digital supply chain execution platform brings 

enterprises up-to-the-minute information and analytics, allowing them to manage processes in real-time 

and shift from a reactive to a proactive and predictive management approach. 

The event will include a presentation from Rocket’s award-winning customer Arla Foods that will 

illustrate the tangible results of SAP extended warehouse management, yard management and dock 

appointment scheduling, and interactive supply and demand management. Approyo will be on-hand to 

demonstrate the value of SAP HANA solutions and showcase how SAP HANA can turn huge quantities 

of data around in minutes, providing the ability to be much more proactive, predictive and optimize your 

Supply Chain. Additionally, Rocket will be showcasing a range of real-time insight and data 

visualization tools and the live application of IoT (Internet of Things). 

Free to attend, Transform Your Supply Chain with Digitalisation is aimed at senior decision-makers, 

predominantly in the manufacturing and retail sectors. 

Click here to return to Contents 

aPriori Announces COST INSIGHT 2017 

3 November 2016 

aPriori announced today that on February 6th through the 8th, 2017, leading PCM practitioners from 

across the world will meet at the Rosen Shingle Creek Resort in Orlando, Florida for COST INSIGHT 

2017, featuring the 5th Annual STARS PCM Conference. 

This conference attracts global powerhouse companies like Boeing, Honeywell, ThyssenKrupp, 

Whirlpool, American Axle & Manufacturing & Ingersoll Rand, all of whom send representatives to this 

event to learn about the latest technologies and strategies for improving product cost management & 

http://www.altairatc.com/europe
mailto:eatcpresentations@altair.com
http://www.prweb.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5yb2NrZXQtY29uc3VsdGluZy5jb20v
http://www.prweb.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZGVzY2FydGVzLmNvbS8=
http://www.prweb.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5ob25leXdlbGwuY29tLw==
http://www.prweb.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5hcHByb3lvLmNvbS9zb2x1dGlvbnM=
http://www.prweb.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cDovL2V2ZW50cy5zYXAuY29tL2diL3NhcC11ay1zdXBwbHktY2hhaW4tbWFuYWdlbWVudC9lbi9ob21l
https://www.apriori.com/?utm_source=GlobalNewswire&utm_medium=pr&utm_campaign=pr&utm_content=COST-INSIGHT-2017
http://www.rosenshinglecreek.com/
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profitability. 

Event Highlights 

 Case Studies from the most successful aPriori deployments will showcase the value that product 

cost management solutions are delivering, best practices discovered, and lessons learned. Case 

Studies already scheduled to present at this year’s conference include: 

o Honda Research & Development Americas – Dave Burge, Chief Engineer 

o Whirlpool Corporation – Heath Wall, Senior Analyst, Cost Engineering 

o BRP – Martin Vigneault, Director, Quality Assurance and Supplier Development 

o Wuzheng Group – Smith Thepvongs, Vice President, International Business 

 Panel Discussions: 

o Supply Chain Strategy Discussion Panel – aPriori will lead a panel discussion with several 

customers that are deploying aPriori to assist with the acceleration of responses to RFQs 

using aPriori PCM technology. For these suppliers, it’s all about gaining an edge over their 

competition by providing more detail in their quotes and responding faster than the rest of the 

market.  Current panelists include representatives from Soucy International and SFI LLC. 

o Expert Services Panel – Many aPriori customers are embracing a strategy of forming an 

integrated, long term partnership with aPriori. Hear how customers like Celesticaare 

accelerating their PCM initiatives by leveraging the skills of aPriori’s best subject matter 

experts on an on-going basis. 

 Future Product Strategy and Roadmap – 2017 will be a year of big announcements and major 

new product introductions from aPriori. PCM as a cost culture strategy and the underlying 

technology platform to support that strategy are accelerating at a rapid pace.  aPriori is leading 

the way in the development of geometry-driven cost models for new manufacturing processes, 

infrastructure advancements that allow deployment of PCM on a global basis and advancements 

in UX technology. 

 Productivity Improvement Workshops – aPriori conferences are highly concentrated on 

delivering practical training to attendees that they can immediately put into action to improve 

their overall deployment. As in the past, tracks will be organized by Roles & Responsibilities, 

with programming dedicated for Designers/Engineers, Sourcing/Cost Engineers and Deployment 

Leaders. 

 Pre-Conference Training – In 2016, aPriori introduced an option for new users of the product, or 

for people considering embarking on a PCM initiative, to take a full day, instructor-led class on 

the basics of product cost management. This class was so successfulthat the program will be 

repeated, and we will be expanding the program to include topics that cover multiple use cases.  

Laptops that are pre-loaded with aPriori will be provided, and this will be a hands-on workshop 

where participants can get firsthand experience of how an advanced costing solution like aPriori 

would work on a day-to-day basis. 

Due to high demand, this year’s conference registration is expanding beyond the current aPriori 

customer base, and is being opened up to the public.  The event is appropriate for Engineering and 

Sourcing Executives that want to learn new strategies from their peers on how to drive greater 
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profitability from new product development programs.  It is also a great event for Directors and 

Managers that have been tasked with implementing a more progressive cost aware culture within their 

company. 

Click here to return to Contents 

SPRING Technologies Presents Award-Winning Software at the Machining Innovations Conference 

for Aerospace Industry in Hanover 

27 October 2016 

SPRING Technologies is participating as an exhibitor in the 16th international "Machining Innovations 

Conference for Aerospace Industry 2016" (MIC2016). The conference will be held at the Hanover 

Centre for Production Technology (PZH) of the Leibniz University on November 23rd/24th, offering 

experts from industry and research within the aerospace industry a common international platform to 

discuss trends, challenges and innovations in production technology . 

SPRING Technologies can look back on a long-time experience in NC simulation, especially in 

the aerospace market, and is also collaborating with leading research institutes in this area. Its solutions 

for NC simulation are in use at AIRBUS already since the 1990's and at many other aerospace suppliers 

worldwide and in the German-speaking region. 

At the exhibition area at MIC2016, visitors can experience NCSIMUL SOLUTIONS at the SPRING 

Technologies' demo-point. In addition to its high-performance machine simulation, optimization and 

digital tool management, SPRING Technologies will be also presenting its latest development, the 

innovative NCSIMUL 4CAM, winner of the "MM Award" in the category Software at this year's metal 

processing trade fair AMB and awarded also a few months ago in France with the INNOVATION 

Award. 

The annually held MIC conference is organised by the Institute of Production Engineering and Machine 

Tools (IFW) Leibniz University of Hanover in cooperation with the Machining Innovations Network 

e.V. (MIN). The organisers expect more than 200 leading experts from aerospace technology to attend 

this year's event.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Vero Software’s Surfcam Hosts User Groups in Michigan  

31 October 2016 

A series of Surfcam User Group Meetings will be hosted Oct. 31-Nov. 2, 2016, by Surfcam reseller CIM 

Solutions at three different Michigan locations. 

 

The meetings will provide an in-depth overview of the software’s latest product developments for both 

Surfcam and Surfcam Traditional. The meetings will be hosted on Oct. 31 in Canton, Michigan; Nov. 

1 in Grayling, Michigan; and on Nov. 2 in St. Joseph, Michigan.  

 

“Surfcam User Group Meetings are an ideal opportunity to interact with the technical staff from CIM 

Solutions and Vero Software, and to network with other Surfcam users in your area,” says Bob 

Jastrzebski of CIM Solutions.  

 

http://www.ncsimul.com/
https://www.mic-conference.uni-hannover.de/
http://www.surfcam.com/events
http://www.surfcam.com/events
http://www.verosoftware.com/
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“Meetings such as these give us the chance to help our users do their jobs more efficiently while 

enabling us to hear their feedback and better understand their machining challenges,” adds Chris Ewald, 

Surfcam sales manager. 

 

Designed to offer more than technical overviews, Surfcam User Group Meetings serve as a platform for 

valuable discussion between users and the Surfcam team, as well as for insightful peer interaction.  

 

While there is no charge to attend the user-group meetings, CIM Solutions encourages attendees to 

register as soon as possible. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Financial News 

3D Systems Reports Third Quarter and Nine Months 2016 Financial Results 

3 November 2016 

3D Systems Corporation announced today its financial results for the third quarter and nine months 

ended September 30, 2016. 

For the third quarter of 2016, the company reported revenue of $156.4 million compared to $151.6 

million in the third quarter of the previous year. The company reported a third quarter GAAP loss of 

$0.19 per share compared to a loss of $0.29 per share in the prior year and non-GAAP earnings of $0.14 

per share compared to $0.01 per share in the third quarter of 2015. 

Higher sales of 3D printers and materials into production applications as well as strong demand for the 

company’s software and healthcare solutions resulted in a 3% increase in revenue compared to the third 

quarter of 2015. 

"We believe strong demand for our production printers, materials and software as well as healthcare 

solutions during the quarter is indicative of our growth potential and market opportunities," commented 

Vyomesh Joshi (VJ), Chief Executive Officer, 3D Systems. 

Gross profit margin for the third quarter of 2016 was 44.1%. Gross profit margin was negatively 

impacted by non-recurring charges of $10.7 million related to prioritizing products and resources, 

consistent with the company’s recently announced strategy. Excluding these charges, gross profit margin 

for the third quarter of 2016 was 51.0%. Gross profit margin for the third quarter of 2015, excluding 

discontinued consumer products, was 50.6%. 

For the third quarter of 2016, operating expenses were $91.0 million. Compared to the third quarter of 

2015, SG&A expenses decreased 22% to $64.8 million on lower amortization and legal expenses. A 

$6.1 million non-recurring write-off of assets related to exiting projects drove a 16% increase in R&D 

expenses over the prior year period to $26.1 million. 

"Our focus is to drive operational excellence and build an appropriate cost structure, which will provide 

capacity to invest into quality, reliability and innovation," commented John McMullen, Executive Vice 

President and Chief Financial Officer. "We believe this will position us to drive profitable growth and 

continued positive cash generation."  

The company generated $7.2 million of cash from operations during the quarter and $38.2 million in the 

http://www.aerospacemanufacturinganddesign.com/article/vero-software-surfcam-days-mexico-122815/
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first nine months of 2016 and had $179.4 million of cash on hand at the end of September. 

For the first nine months of 2016, revenue decreased 3% to $467.0 million compared to $482.8 million 

in the first nine months of 2015. The company reported a GAAP loss of $0.39 per share for the first nine 

months of 2016 compared to a loss of $0.53 per share in the same period of the prior year and non-

GAAP earnings of $0.31 per share compared to $0.08 per share in the first nine months of 2015. 

"We believe our synergistic portfolio of technologies, our talent and our 3D printing ecosystem uniquely 

position us to support complete digital manufacturing workflows to make 3D production real," 

concluded Joshi. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Arena Solutions’ Average New Subscription Size Up 21 Percent in Q3 2016 

2 November 2016 

Arena Solutions today announced that its strong enterprise momentum continued in Q3 2016, as average 

new subscription size grew 21 percent over the same period in 2015.  

The company’s growth continues, with bookings growing at a double digit rate over Q3 2015. This 

growth has been driven not only by sales of Arena Training Management, released in June, but also by 

strong demand for Arena Quality, which is increasingly leading sales to larger enterprises.  

In addition, the company announced that it continues to see strong growth via upsells from its customer 

base, ending Q3 2016 with a 112 percent net retention rate. This exceptional performance was driven by 

rapid adoption of the Arena Training Management module and an extremely low rate of churn.   

New customers signed in Q3 2016 include: 

 BBPOS Limited - A leading designer, manufacturer and provider of end-to-end mobile point-of-

sale solutions. 

 Revolution Retail Systems - Provides automated cash management solutions. 

 10X Genomics - Makes an innovative genomics platform that dramatically upgrades the 

capabilities of existing sequencing technologies. 

 New World Medical - Manufacturer of ophthalmic surgical devices. 

 VisionGate, Inc - Inventor of a proprietary LuCED test, which is a non-invasive diagnostic test 

for early-stage lung cancer. 

 Bioserenity - Presents the WEMU, a smart connected, smart clothing healthcare solution for the 

diagnosis and monitoring of epilepsy. 

 Semler Scientific - An emerging medical risk-assessment company. 

“This quarter, we saw a sharp uptick in the number of multi-year contracts we signed,” said Craig 

Livingston, CEO of Arena. “This was the largest number of multi-year contracts we’ve secured in a 

single quarter in the history of the company. It reflects the high level of confidence that organizations 

developing complex electronics have in Arena to support them and provide a rock-solid, secure solution 

to overcome their product design and manufacturing challenges.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

http://www.arenasolutions.com/products/plm/features/quality-management/
http://www.arenasolutions.com/products/plm/features/training-management/
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Autodesk Extends Invitation to Join Financial Results Conference Call 

1 November 2016 

Autodesk, Inc. today announced that it will broadcast its third quarter fiscal 2017 financial results 

conference call live via its website Tuesday, November 29, 2016 at 2:00 p.m. Pacific Time. Autodesk 

will host a live webcast call at www.autodesk.com/investors. An audio replay webcast and podcast will 

also be available after 5:00 p.m. Pacific Time at www.autodesk.com/investors. For more information, 

please call Autodesk Investor Relations at 415-507-6373. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Nemetschek Group Increases Revenue and Profitability in Q3 

28 October 2016 

The Nemetschek Group continued on course in the third quarter of 2016 and considerably increased its 

profitability compared to the same period in the previous year. 

Major indicators of the Group’s success 

 In the third quarter, Group revenues rose by 18.5% to EUR 83.9 million (previous year: EUR 

70.7 million). Organic growth amounted to 14.9%. Revenue for the nine-month period was EUR 

245.4 million, which is 19.2% higher than the corresponding value from the previous year (EUR 

205.9 million), whereby organic growth reached 17.1%. 

 The Nemetschek Group further reinforced its international alignment. In the first nine months of 

this year, revenue abroad rose by 20.7% to EUR 166.0 million (previous year’s period: EUR 

137.6 million). Growth regions were primarily North America, Asia and Scandinavia. 

 With a plus of 20.9% and rising to EUR 129.0 million (nine months of 2015: EUR 106.7 

million), revenue from the sale of software licenses constituted a further growth 

driver. Recurring revenues from maintenance contracts and rental models however also increased 

considerably in the two-digit range by 16.1%, reaching EUR 104.3 million (previous year’s 

period: EUR 89.9 million). The share of recurring revenues compared to total revenues was 

42.5%. 

 EBITDA rose over-proportionally compared to revenue. It increased in the first nine months by 

34.8% to EUR 66.6 million (previous year’s period: EUR 49.4 million), which corresponds to an 

operating margin of 27.1% (previous year’s period: 24.0%). EBITDA adjustedfor the one-time 

effect occurring in Q2 and amounting to EUR 1.9 million rose as of September 30, 2016 by 

30.9% to EUR 64.7 million, which corresponds to an adjusted EBITDA margin of 26.4%. 

 The net income (Group shares) increased by 49.9% to EUR 36.3 million (nine months of 2015: 

EUR 24.2 million). The earnings per share rose from EUR 0.63 to EUR 0.94. Adjusted for the 

one-time effect, the Group’s net income for the year is calculated at EUR 34.9 million (+44.4%) 

with adjusted earnings per share of EUR 0.91. 

“The figures from the first nine months clearly indicate that Nemetschek is in optimum shape. We are 

well on the way to another record year. The business development confirms our strategic initiatives such 

as product innovations and strengthened internationalization. We are growing organically in the two-

digit range and have accelerated this growth as a result of our acquisitions,” says Patrik Heider, 

Spokesman and CFOO of the Nemetschek Group. 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.autodesk.com%2Fpr-autodesk&esheet=51448775&newsitemid=20161101005031&lan=en-US&anchor=Autodesk%2C+Inc.&index=1&md5=bd2442bc5213a4a3f2d9008126e45b08
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.autodesk.com%2Finvestors&esheet=51448775&newsitemid=20161101005031&lan=en-US&anchor=www.autodesk.com%2Finvestors&index=2&md5=2b9dbb8fad7751b398f3dfbf5185051a
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.autodesk.com%2Finvestors&esheet=51448775&newsitemid=20161101005031&lan=en-US&anchor=www.autodesk.com%2Finvestors&index=3&md5=7ee61d824ebb551dbae3d222d46ff9c8
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Click here to read the full report. 

Click here to return to Contents 

OpenText Reports First Quarter Fiscal Year 2017 Financial Results 

3 November 2016 

Open Text Corporation announced today its financial results for the first quarter ended September 30, 

2016. 

"OpenText delivered nearly half a billion dollars in quarterly revenues, double digit cloud and license 

performance, our fastest start to a fiscal year in the company's history.  We expect Fiscal 2017 to be a 

transformative year for OpenText as we strengthen our product offerings with innovation and 

acquisitions," said OpenText CEO and CTO, Mark J. Barrenechea. "Our customers are responding well 

to our digital transformation products and we expect this to translate into double digit revenue growth 

for the entire year. Within the quarter, we achieved significant milestones with the closing of multiple 

acquisitions and expect to complete their integrations and improve operations by the end of the fiscal 

year." 

On September 12, 2016, OpenText entered into a definitive agreement to acquire Dell-EMC's Enterprise 

Content Division (ECD Business), including Documentum. 

"The acquisition of Dell-EMC's ECD Business is progressing according to plan and we expect to close 

the transaction within an estimated 75 days. Once closed, we expect to strengthen our recurring revenues 

and correspondingly increase cash flow generation. We are excited about the opportunities which ECD 

Business brings, and I look forward to welcoming our new customers, employees, and partners to 

OpenText," said Barrenechea. 

To read the full report, click here. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Trimble Reports Third Quarter 2016 Results 

1 November 2016 

Trimble today announced financial results for the third quarter of 2016. 

Third Quarter 2016 Financial Summary 

Third quarter 2016 revenue of $584.1 million was up 4 percent as compared to the third quarter of 2015. 

Engineering and Construction revenue was $332.4 million, up 2 percent. Field Solutions revenue 

was $77.9 million, up 6 percent. Mobile Solutions revenue was $138.5 million, up 5 percent. Advanced 

Devices revenue was $35.3 million, up 15 percent. 

GAAP operating income was $55.3 million, up 20 percent as compared to the third quarter of 2015. 

GAAP operating margin was 9.5 percent of revenue as compared to 8.2 percent of revenue in the third 

quarter of 2015. 

GAAP net income was $39.2 million, up 6 percent as compared to the third quarter of 2015. Diluted 

GAAP earnings per share were $0.15 as compared to diluted GAAP earnings per share of $0.14 in the 

third quarter of 2015. 

https://www.nemetschek.com/en/presse/press-releases/detail/nemetschek-group-maintains-high-growth-pace-in-the-third-quarter-and-considerably-increases-revenue/
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/opentext-reports-first-quarter-fiscal-year-2017-financial-results-300357139.html
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Non-GAAP operating income of $110.8 million was up 6 percent as compared to the third quarter of 

2015. Non-GAAP operating margin was 19.0 percent of revenue as compared to 18.7 percent of revenue 

in the third quarter of 2015. 

Non-GAAP net income of $84.0 million was up 8 percent as compared to the third quarter of 2015. 

Diluted non-GAAP earnings per share were $0.33 as compared to diluted non-GAAP earnings per share 

of $0.30 in the third quarter of 2015. 

The GAAP tax rate for the quarter was 25 percent as compared to 15 percent in the third quarter of 

2015, and the non-GAAP tax rate was 24 percent, unchanged from the third quarter of 2015.  

Operating cash flow for the first three quarters of 2016 was $282.0 million, up 2 percent as compared to 

the first three quarters of 2015. Deferred revenue for the third quarter of 2016 was $294.3 million, up 7 

percent as compared to the third quarter of 2015. 

During the third quarter, Trimble repurchased approximately 0.4 million shares of its common stock 

for $10.0 million, and year to date has repurchased approximately 4.2 million shares for $102.2 million. 

Approximately $148 million remains under the current share repurchase authorization as of the end of 

the third quarter. 

"Our results in the quarter demonstrated progress, both top and bottom line," said Steven W. Berglund, 

Trimble's president and chief executive officer. "We encountered more challenges than anticipated in 

the U.S., particularly in the geospatial market. Although we anticipate market ambiguities to persist into 

2017, we continue to expect 2017 to be a year of growth and margin expansion." 

Click here to read the full report. 
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Implementation Investments 

Pou Sheng Begins Long-term PLM Partnership with Centric Software 

3 November 2016 

Pou Sheng International Holdings Ltd has embarked on a long-term partnership with Centric Software.  

For more than two decades, Pou Sheng International Holdings Limited has sold high-quality sports and 

lifestyle products.  Today, the company employs around 20,000 staff and sells products like Nike, 

Adidas and other more than 10 international brands through more than 6,000 outlets in mainland China, 

Hong Kong and Taiwan. 

Driven to further expand its  brand – from product design and development, to merchandising and retail, 

Pou Sheng international LTD sought a partner who could offer proven expertise and experience and 

whose technologies incorporated the right blend of best practices and innovation. 

“Our relationships with both local and international brands hinge on professionalism,” says Mr. Thomas 

Weng IT General Manager at  Pou Sheng.  “To continue to lead in our market, we need a partner who is 

also a leader; we strongly believe that Centric Software is the most innovative PLM vendor in the 

apparel and footwear industry and we are confident in our choice of Centric as Pou Sheng’s first retail 

PLM solution.” 

Pou Sheng will use PLM to support its business need. Immediate benefits will include the 

http://www.trimble.com/news/release.aspx?id=110116a
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standardization and optimization of the research and development processes, increased productivity and 

creativity in design, and improved collaboration and knowledge-sharing across internal and external 

teams. 

“With such a strong local team and unmatched industry references, we see our partnership with Centric 

continuing for many years,” says Mr. Thomas Weng.  “We believe that rolling out PLM to all of our 

brands will deliver significant value to our retail and brand licensing businesses and allow our teams to 

work more closely with their suppliers.” 

“We are proud to be considered a long-term partner and to play such an important role in supporting Pou 

Sheng’s growth as both a retailer and as a creator of branded products,” says Chris Groves, President 

and CEO of Centric Software.  “Pou Sheng is our 19th customer in the region and we are thrilled to 

continue growing in the region.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

PTC Partners with Etisalat Digital to Bring ThingWorx Internet of Things Platform to Middle East 

Region 

1 November 2016 

PTC today announced that Etisalat Digital, the newly established business unit of Etisalat, one of the 

leading telecommunications providers in the Middle East, North Africa, and Asia, has chosen 

the ThingWorx® Internet of Things (IoT) platform to develop IoT solutions in the United Arab Emirates 

and across the Middle East region to capitalize on the growing IoT opportunity in the Middle East 

region.  

ThingWorx will serve as the platform on which Etisalat Digital will build its new solutions for markets 

that include smart industry, smart buildings and cities, and fleet management. PTC’s open cloud 

platform architecture will enable Etisalat Digital to build a comprehensive ecosystem of IoT partners 

and solutions. 

“Working with Etisalat further illustrates the importance of building an Internet of Things strategy 

around a robust platform that enables customers to seamlessly integrate the components that lead to IoT 

success,” said John Stuart, divisional vice president, global sales and partners, PTC. “With this 

agreement, PTC expands its technology into another new region, further demonstrating the potential for 

ThingWorx to be at the heart of IoT innovation around the globe.” 

“The Internet of Things holds significant potential in the Middle East region and we believe it will be a 

major component of growth in the digital solutions ecosystem,” said Francisco Salcedo, senior vice 

president of digital solutions, Etisalat. “Collaborations like this one with PTC enable Etisalat to provide 

an array of solutions and strengthen Etisalat’s position as a leader in the IoT space, capitalizing on the 

opportunities in the region.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Product News 

AssetWise Completes Bentley’s CONNECT Edition 

1 November 2016 

http://www.thingworx.com/
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Bentley Systems, Incorporated today announced AssetWise CONNECT Edition. The CONNECT 

Editions of AssetWise and ProjectWise provide and share a connected data environment, upgrading a 

common data environment to fully realize the BIM potential of digital engineering models, created 

during CAPEX, for continuous benefits throughout the OPEX lifecycle. A connected data 

environment is vital to infrastructure advancement because CAPEX projects are repeatedly necessitated 

throughout the TOTEX service life of infrastructure assets to sustain their fitness for purpose—and the 

continuity of digital engineering models, as their “digital DNA” can be a key enabler. Such a connected 

data environment therefore advances the convergence of engineering technologies (ET) with 

information technologies (IT) and operational technologies (OT).  

During the Conference keynote by CEO Greg Bentley, the full span of the completed CONNECT 

Edition was underscored by invited presenters. Ray O’Connor, CEO of Topcon Positioning Group, 

demonstrated constructioneering, connecting engineers with surveyors and constructors through joint 

cloud services offerings. Jacques Lubetzki, executive vice president, Europe Zone, Bureau Veritas, then 

introduced inspectioneering, for engineers to contribute virtually to operations safety and asset integrity. 

Finally, David Epp, director, Global ISV Alliances of Microsoft, described ongoing initiatives within its 

enabling Azure stack, including “cognitive services,” which could be applied dynamically for 

infrastructure operational intelligence. Such unprecedented BIM advancements have become possible 

because Bentley’s connected data environment can make the information within digital engineering 

models secure, open, and live. 

AssetWise CONNECT Edition 

To uniquely enable comprehensive asset performance, AssetWise CONNECT Edition’s asset lifecycle 

information management services robustly support the capabilities previously offered separately  

The CONNECT Editions of AssetWise and ProjectWise provide and share a connected data 

environment, upgrading a common data environment to fully realize the BIM potential of digital 

engineering models, created during CAPEX, for continuous benefits throughout the OPEX lifecycle. 

A connected data environment is vital to infrastructure advancement because CAPEX projects are 

repeatedly necessitated throughout the TOTEX service life of infrastructure assets to sustain their fitness 

for purpose—and the continuity of digital engineering models, as their “digital DNA” can be a key 

enabler. Such a connected data environment therefore advances the convergence of engineering 

technologies (ET) with information technologies (IT) and operational technologies (OT).  

During the Conference keynote by CEO Greg Bentley, the full span of the completed CONNECT 

Edition was underscored by invited presenters. Ray O’Connor, CEO of Topcon Positioning Group, 

demonstrated constructioneering, connecting engineers with surveyors and constructors through joint 

cloud services offerings. Jacques Lubetzki, executive vice president, Europe Zone, Bureau Veritas, then 

introduced inspectioneering, for engineers to contribute virtually to operations safety and asset integrity. 

Finally, David Epp, director, Global ISV Alliances of Microsoft, described ongoing initiatives within its 

enabling Azure stack, including “cognitive services,” which could be applied dynamically for 

infrastructure operational intelligence. Such unprecedented BIM advancements have become possible 

because Bentley’s connected data environment can make the information within digital engineering 

models secure, open, and live. 

AssetWise CONNECT Edition 

To uniquely enable comprehensive asset performance, AssetWise CONNECT Edition’s asset lifecycle 

information management services robustly support the capabilities previously offered separately. 
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Bentley Descartes Accelerates the Use of Reality Modeling in Engineering Workflows 

31 October 2016 

Bentley Systems announces the availability of Bentley Descartes CONNECT Edition, an application 

that enables production of a wide range of design deliverables through the integration of 2D and 3D 

imagery with data from popular BIM, geospatial, and CAD formats. Bentley Descartes CONNECT 

Edition enables reality meshes to be truly accessible to all stakeholders throughout the infrastructure 

lifecycle. 

Key new capabilities include: 

 Integration of large reality meshes created with ContextCapture for: 

o Easy generation and manipulation of cross sections 

o Production of orthophotos on any axis 

o Production of 3D PDFs and i-models from any combination of vector geometry and 

imagery 

o Thematic visualizations and solar studies 

o Production of visualization-ready models for use in Bentley LumenRT 

 Integration of popular BIM, geospatial, and CAD formats such as DGN DXF, DWG, Rhino, 

SKP, SHP and more 

 Feature extraction from reality meshes or point clouds 

 The ability to visualize and visually navigate geospatial information within the context of a 3D 

reality mesh through the new reality mesh classifier  

 Personalized environment and streamlined user experience 

 Use of orthographic images to colorize point clouds without color information to produce more 

photorealistic point-cloud data 

Native support for reality meshes allows Bentley Descartes users to directly integrate models produced 

with ContextCapture into engineering workflows. Descartes users then have the ability to combine 

reality meshes with other data types including point clouds, raster, and models. Users can then use all of 

this data in combination with BIM, geospatial, and CAD data in many popular formats to produce a 

wide range of design deliverables. 

With new feature extraction capabilities, users can now extract breaklines and produce digital terrain 

models from reality meshes or point clouds. 

Bentley Descartes CONNECT Edition adds the ability to perform thematic visualizations, changing the 

display of models based on their inherent properties like slope, elevation, and aspect angle. Users can 

also conduct solar studies and shading analyses as well as publish models so that they can be visualized 

in the real-time rendering environment of Bentley LumenRT. 

A new innovation, the reality mesh classifier, enables users to enrich reality meshes with attribute 

information from spatially enabled databases, attaching it to specific parts of the mesh. Users then can 
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search and query the mesh based on the associated data. 

David Byrne of AEROmetrex, said, “The new mesh classifier and terrain extraction tools in Bentley 

Descartes CONNECT Edition will enable us to provide even richer deliverables to our clients. We see 

that Bentley Descartes will be an invaluable part of our ContextCapture workflows thanks to its newly 

added support for reality meshes.” 

Dustin Parkman, VP, civil and reality modeling with Bentley Systems, said, “Bentley Descartes 

CONNECT Edition is the key to effectively realizing the full potential of reality meshes within 

engineering workflows. Bentley Descartes is critical for engineers, architects, and infrastructure owners 

in that it makes reality data seamlessly accessible for use throughout the infrastructure lifecycle.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Bentley’s OpenRoads Designer CONNECT Edition Advances Roadway Projects from Conception 

Through Construction 

1 November 2016 

Bentley Systems, Incorporated today announced that OpenRoads Designer CONNECT Edition will be 

available for Early Access on December 1, 2016. OpenRoads CONNECT Edition is the successor to 

Bentley’s industry leading civil engineering brands InRoads, GEOPAK, MX, and PowerCivil. 

OpenRoads Designer is a comprehensive, multi-discipline 3D modeling application to advance the 

delivery of roadway projects from conceptual design through construction. OpenRoads Designerblends 

traditional engineering workflows for plan, profile, and cross-sections with 3D parametric modeling to 

enable the model-centric creation of all design deliverables. 

OpenRoads Designer supports all aspects of a detailed roadway design including survey, geotechnical, 

drainage, subsurface utilities, terrain, road, roadway furniture, and more. The incorporation of reality 

meshes, imagery, point cloud, and other geocoordinated data sources can provide the continuous context 

of real-world conditions throughout the design and construction lifecycle. 

OpenRoads Designer completes the convergence of InRoads, GEOPAK, MX, and PowerCivil, but adds 

many powerful new innovations. 

Bhupinder Singh, chief product officer, Bentley Systems, said, “OpenRoads CONNECT Edition is the 

culmination of three decades of Bentley leadership and experience gained from thousands of roadway 

projects around the world. We have conscientiously preserved concepts and continuity from GEOPAK, 

InRoads, and MX—but the BIM advancements in OpenRoads Designer CONNECTEdition are so 

compelling that we and our users are excited to now take full advantage of this next generation in 

roadway design software.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

BricsCAD V17 is Now Available and Supports 2D Drafting, 3D Modeling, Sheet Metal Design, and 

Building Information Modeling 

2 November 2016 

Bricsys is pleased to announce the release of the newest update to its innovative CAD system. 

BricsCAD V17 supports 2D Drafting, 3D Modeling, Sheet Metal Design, and Building Information 
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Modeling. It is unique as the only CAD system in the world to base all these design functions on the 

industry-standard .dwg file format. 

 

For mechanical designers, V17 offers an intuitive Direct Modeling workflow, seamless read/write of 

industry standard MCAD design files and assemblies, and the third release of the world’s best Sheet 

Metal modeling and unfolding system. 

 

In all three editions of BricsCAD, you can load and run existing LISP routines directly. 

BIM for BricsCAD 

The greatly expanded BIM add-in for BricsCAD brings the power of Building Information Modeling to 

desktop. BricsCAD BIM offers an intuitive BIM workflow, in a familiar and comfortable workspace, 

within the native .dwg environment. 

Sheet Metal for BricsCAD 

Sheet Metal for BricsCAD lets designers import or create, rework, unfold, and export sheet metal parts 

using 3D direct modeling. This intuitive workflow gives designers freedom from many of the conceptual 

mistakes that surface when using history-based MCAD modelers.  

Sheet Metal for BricsCAD V17 adds parametric form features that work like virtual forming tools to 

modify a sheet metal blank. The library included with the module contains the most commonly used 

form features, such as bridges, louvers, and embossed features. 

Pricing and availability 

The English version of BricsCAD V17 for Windows is available now. Additional languages and 

platforms will be released in the weeks to come. The free download provides a 30-day trial of all 

functions of the Platinum edition. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Cadence and MathWorks Provide System-Level Simulation Solutions for Mixed-Signal IoT and 

Automotive Applications 

3 November 2016 

Cadence Design Systems, Inc. today announced it has partnered with MathWorks to streamline system-

level design and circuit-level implementation for mixed-signal internet of things (IoT) and automotive 

applications. Designers can now use the Cadence® PSpice® analog and mixed-signal simulator, 

perform MATLAB and Simulink behavioral-level modeling, analysis and visualization, and utilize all 

post-process MATLAB analysis and measurement functions in a single, integrated system design and 

debug environment, improving productivity and accelerating time to market. The integration of the 

PSpice simulator with MATLAB and Simulink provides a complete solution for PCB design and 

implementation.   

Simulink is a multidomain simulation environment for dynamic systems that is used for algorithm 

development, system modeling and simulation, and verification in a broad range of applications in 

automotive, aerospace, semiconductor, communications and autonomous systems designs. PSpice is a 

SPICE-based simulator used for simulation of mixed-signal electrical and electronic circuits. 

Prior to this integrated solution, customers had to simulate their design blocks independently without the 
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ability to input feedback from one system into the other. In contrast, simulating the entire system-level 

design within the integrated debug environment results in a faster, less error-prone process. Such 

simulation and analysis capabilities are key for IoT customers who want to quickly assemble a board 

and get to market, and for automotive customers who are concerned about reliability, productivity, cost, 

manufacturing yield, etc. 

Cadence has also enabled a bi-directional flow where designers can export behavioral models from 

Simulink to the PSpice simulator using model export through code generation, or bring PSpice models 

into Simulink using co-simulation. In addition, customers now have access to 34,000 PSpice models to 

combine with the Simulink library of blocks and models, allowing them to create and simulate designs 

much faster. 

“Until now, we had to simulate the algorithmic and circuit/electrical-level blocks separately, without 

reusing testbenches, signal sources or common measurements,” said Udi Kirmayer, VP R&D at 

Magnitude Lighting Converters. “Providing a bi-directional link between Simulink and PSpice is a great 

step forward in system-level simulation. In addition, extending PSpice analysis to harness the power of 

MATLAB visualization capabilities, including waveform processing, and being able to evaluate 

MATLAB functions in PSpice can save us weeks and help us reduce respins.” 

“This integration of PSpice with MATLAB and Simulink bridges an important gap in engineering 

workflows,” said Paul Barnard, director of design automation at MathWorks. “Engineers can now 

perform analysis and visualization of their PSpice simulations in MATLAB. In addition, the MATLAB 

and Simulink models that are used in system architecture, modeling and simulation can also directly be 

used in the verification of detailed PSpice analog/mixed-signal circuit models. Both of these use cases 

significantly reduce verification engineering time and expenses and improve quality.” 

“This collaboration with MathWorks enhances Cadence’s system-level analog/mixed-signal board-level 

simulation capabilities and furthers our System Design Enablement strategy to help customers create 

innovative, high-quality electronic products at all levels of integration,” said Steve Durrill, senior 

product engineering group director of the PCB Group at Cadence. “Integrating these previously separate 

system engineering and design engineering environments enables tighter integration and reduces human-

induced errors, creating system-level design and circuit-level implementation efficiencies.” 

While Cadence and MathWorks R&D teams have partnered on the integration, the PSpice simulator will 

continue to be sold by Cadence or its local channel partners, and Simulink will continue to be sold by 

MathWorks. 

Click here to return to Contents 

CGTech Releases VERICUT Composite Applications Software Version 8 

31 October 2016 

CGTech is now shipping the next major release of VERICUT Composite Applications: VERICUT 

Composite Programming (VCP), VERICUT Composite Simulation (VCS) and VERICUT Composite 

Paths for Engineering (VCPe). VERICUT Composite Applications are being used by leading 

manufacturers to program and simulate automated fiber placement and tape-laying machinery from 

machine tool builders such as, Electroimpact, MTorres, Fives, BA Composites and others.  

 “With a specific focus on closing the design for manufacturing loop, we’ve added powerful new 

features to help our customers build parts that meet their specifications and run on their machines,” said 
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Product Specialist Charles Anderton. “Version 8.0 optimizes workflow and helps users find the 

functionality they need with a minimum number of mouse clicks.”  

Many new features have been added in version 8.0, including enhanced support for AFP/ATL hybrid 

machines, more ways to utilize laser inspection data, display detailed scrap calculations, and other vital 

analysis tools. A complete list of enhancements is available on the cgtech.com website.  

VCPe gives the user the ability to measure and evaluate the effects of AFP and ATL path trajectory, 

material steering, surface curvature, course convergence and other process constraints as they would be 

applied in manufacturing. The software also provides produceability analysis of the fiber angle based on 

the curvature of the part, and overlap and gaps needed for structural analysis. Tape course geometry can 

be written to various CAD formats for further evaluation by the user’s existing analysis methods and 

tools.  

VCP reads CATIA V5, STEP, or ACIS surface models. It also reads Fibersim, CATIA V5 or other 

external ply geometry and information. VCP then adds material to fill the plies according to user-

specified manufacturing standards and requirements. Layup paths are linked together to form specific 

layup sequences and are output as NC programs for the automated layup machine.  

VCS reads CAD models and NC programs, either from VCP or other composite layup path-generation 

applications, and simulates the sequence of NC programs on a virtual machine. Material is applied to the 

layup form via NC program instructions in a virtual CNC simulation environment. The simulated 

material applied to the form can be measured and inspected to ensure the NC program follows 

manufacturing standards and requirements. A report showing simulation results and statistical 

information can be automatically created. 

Click here to return to Contents 

ESI Unleashes Virtual Performance Solution Version 2016 

2 November 2016 

ESI Group announces the latest release of Virtual Performance Solution (VPS). ESI’s flagship software 

is a unique solution allowing manufacturers to face emerging design challenges — including those 

related to lightweight and green vehicles — while avoiding over-engineering. It enables design and 

simulation engineers to test rapidly their innovations on virtual prototypes, rather than real ones, and to 

evaluate the impact of real driving conditions.  

VPS also offers a distinctive approach, allowing the virtual testing of product performance across 

multiple domains, using a single core model. With this latest release of ESI Virtual Performance 

Solution, manufacturers can predict in a more efficient way the impact of use of composite and 

advanced lightweight materials on product performance, and simulate the vibration-induced noise. 

Virtual Performance Solution 2016 offers new functionalities to help OEMs tackle challenges related to 

the introduction of new materials, and thereby enables them to design the next generation of lightweight 

vehicles.  

Another important challenge for car makers is meeting the new environmental regulations aimed at 

reducing the level of noise generated by cars. The European Commission recently introduced stringent 

new noise limitations, which will become applicable in 2026. In the case of electric and hybrid vehicles, 

which are exceedingly quiet, legislators are considering adding noise so as to reduce the risk of collision 

with pedestrians. 

http://cgtech.com/
http://www.esi-group.com/company/about
http://www.esi-group.com/software-services/virtual-performance/virtual-performance-solution
http://www.esi-group.com/software-services/virtual-performance/virtual-performance-solution
http://www.esi-group.com/software-services/virtual-performance/virtual-performance-solution
http://www.esi-group.com/software-services/virtual-performance/virtual-performance-solution
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To solve noise related problematics in an effective way, Virtual Performance Solution 2016 offers 

extended capabilities for Noise, Vibration & Harshness (NVH) and now enables the prediction of noise 

radiation, combining the Finite Element Method for the structure and the Boundary Element Method for 

the outside of the car. The same single-core model is used for the complete vehicle, which facilitates 

setting the correct pre-loading conditions; mandatory to high quality prediction of structural responses.  

With this single core model, engineers can not only perform regulatory crash and NVH tests, they can 

also run virtual tests to evaluate real driving conditions. Thanks to VPS’s water flow module, they can 

detect potential leakages and assess how rain will affect driving visibility.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Icon Labs Launches Embedded Credentialing Solution for IoT Devices, Machines, and Endpoints 

2 November 2016 

Icon Labs today announced the availability of Floodgate Key Manager. This new product enables OEMs 

and device developers to easily add secure credentialing services to their devices. The embedded key 

management solution provides integration with multiple certificate authorities, including Verizon’s 

certificate authority, also known as IoT SC. 

 

The new Floodgate Key Manager is an embedded key management client providing automated 

enrollment with Certificate Authorities using the industry’s only RTOS-compatible implementation of 

the SCEP protocol. The Floodgate Key Manager supports embedded Linux and a wide variety of 

RTOSes including Nucleus, UC/OS-III, ThreadX, VxWorks, and LynxOS. 

 

Icon Labs has added secure credentialing to the industry proven Floodgate Security Framework, the only 

security platform that provides a full suite of device protection, secure credentialing services, and 

integration with IoT cloud services. In addition to secure credentialing, the Icon Labs Floodgate Security 

Framework includes secure boot, secure software updates, firewall, intrusion detection, TLS, and a 

management agent. 

 

Today’s security challenge is “how do I automate the process of securely enrolling each new device into 

the network?” Icon Labs, Renesas, and Verizon have teamed up to provide a solution. Icon Labs’ 

Floodgate Key Manager for IoT devices works with Verizon’s IoT SC solution to allow IoT devices to 

perform automatic enrollment. During enrollment, each device securely obtains a certificate that is used 

for identification and authentication when communicating with other devices also enrolled in the same 

PKI system. 

 

The development and integration is complete and available today for demonstration on the Renesas 

Synergy platform from Renesas Electronics America, Inc. The Synergy platform provides the hardware 

foundation ensuring that the secure boot code, cryptographic keys, certificates, and signatures have not 

been tampered with. Synergy provides hardware enforced memory protection to ensure that hackers 

cannot tamper with the boot sequence or the secure boot operations. 

 

“The Renesas Synergy Platform continues to lead the way with easy-to-implement, complete solutions 

for IoT products. Our VSA partners like Icon Labs, and others like Verizon, help us to offer a complete 

solution that you can be confident will speed your time to market,” says Brian Davis, Vice President of 

http://www.esi-group.com/software-services/virtual-performance/virtual-performance-solution
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Marketing, Synergy IoT Platform Business Division, Renesas Electronics America Inc. 

 

“Protecting against cyber-attack has become a critical part of developing new IoT and Industrial IoT 

systems, devices, and machines,” says Alan Grau, President of Icon Labs. “We are working with leading 

technology companies including Renesas Electronics America, Inc. and Verizon to develop and deliver 

easy to use and robust security solutions that will scale to meet the requirements of any IoT deployment 

regardless of size and levels of complexity.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Mentor Graphics Expands Mentor Embedded Linux Support for the Latest AMD Embedded G-Series 

Family of Processors 

2 November 2016 

Mentor Graphics Corporation today announced the availability of expanded processor support from the 

Mentor® Embedded Linux® development platform for the third generation of AMD’s Embedded G-

Series system-on-chip (SoC) portfolio. The AMD Embedded G-Series Family of devices (formerly 

codenamed: “Prairie Falcon”) supports high-speed graphics and computing performance without 

compromising energy efficiency. TheMentor Embedded Linux (MEL) platform is based on the open 

source Yocto™ Project-based Linux distribution which Mentor then complements with commercial 

testing, value-added capabilities, security vulnerability patches, development tools, and world-class 

support. This solution is ideal for feature-rich applications targeting markets such as digital gaming, 

point-of-sale (POS), and 4K digital signage and displays, and industrial controls. 

“AMD Embedded G-Series customers will realize the benefits of using the Mentor Embedded Linux 

tool for their graphically-rich, low-power applications,” stated Scott Aylor, corporate vice president and 

general manager, AMD Enterprise Solutions. “Mentor is our embedded Linux development solution of 

choice, providing a robust and scalable platform with global support, helping to serve the needs of our 

customers.” 

AMD embedded customers can download the updated Mentor Embedded Linux Lite and Sourcery™ 

CodeBench Lite tools to quickly build, from source, a customized Linux-based platform based on 

technology from the Yocto Project. Using the commercial Mentor Embedded Linux solution and award-

winning Sourcery Analyzer technologies, embedded C/C+ developers can gain valuable insights into 

system behavior and timing.  This technology allows users to perform evaluation and prototyping, and 

provides a visual debugging framework that identifies functional, timing, and performance bottlenecks. 

Additionally, developers can continue to seamlessly migrate to these new commercial versions of 

Mentor Embedded Linux with the Sourcery CodeBench tool. The Mentor Embedded Linux runtime and 

development tools also support the AMD Embedded R-Series SoC (previously codenamed “Merlin 

Falcon”), and previous generation AMD Embedded G-Series processors (previously codenamed: 

“Steppe Eagle” and “Crowned Eagle”), including the AMD Embedded R-Series APU (previously 

codenamed: “Bald Eagle”). 

Support for developing and debugging Qt® -based user interfaces (UI) using Qt Creator has been added 

to the latest commercial Mentor Embedded Linux platform, including an upgrade to the integrated, 

accelerated Qt graphics framework. In addition to the Qt library modules, developers can make use of 

unique system-level trace and analysis visualization to easily optimize UI performance metrics, such as 

frame rate, to deliver highly responsive graphics-intensive applications. 
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Additional features and capabilities in the Mentor Embedded Linux Commercial Platform for AMD 

Embedded G-Series and R-Series processors include: 

 Accelerated Qt  graphics 

 Accelerated GStreamer  Multimedia stack 

 SELinux and IEEE-1588 Precision Timing Protocol  

 Sourcery CodeBench Eclipse-based IDE for application development, debug, and analysis 

 Graphical user interface (GUI) development and debug using Qt Creator 

 Customization services 

 Technical support 

“Customers value our Mentor Embedded Linux solution because of our deep expertise in open source,” 

stated Scot Morrison, general manager, platform business unit, Mentor Graphics Embedded Systems 

Division. “This expertise, combined with our responsiveness to their unique needs, our ability address 

critical security vulnerabilities within the runtime and the tools, and the flexibility in the solution that we 

deliver, provide unsurpassed value to our global customers.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

New Adobe Platform for PROSTEP's 3D PDF Solutions 

28 October 2016 

Adobe Systems and PROSTEP AG have expanded their longstanding cooperation in the development 

and global marketing of PDF Generator 3-D, which is based on Adobe's LiveCycle technology. 

PROSTEP can now also use the successor product in the LiveCycle suite, AEM Forms, for developing 

its 3D PDF-based solutions. The 3D PDF solutions from the Darmstadt-based PLM specialists are used 

in the manufacturing industry to make digital product models available enterprise-wide and replace 

drawing-based business processes. 

PROSTEP has been developing and marketing 3D PDF-based solutions for the manufacturing industry 

since 2010. These solutions allow 3D information from engineering departments to be easily combined 

with other product data and used for creating offers, for drawing-free manufacturing, for 3D assembly 

planning and for providing service documentation. The PDF Generator 3D server solution can be used to 

fully automate generation of the 3D PDF documents. It is based on Adobe's LiveCycle technology, for 

which PROSTEP has exclusive rights when it comes to developing 3D PDF-based solutions for the 

manufacturing industry. 

Now that Adobe has decided that it will in future develop and market the LiveCycle product suite under 

the name AEM Forms, the two companies have expanded their existing cooperation to include the new 

product line. AEM stands for "Adobe Experience Manager" and is a comprehensive content 

management solution for creating websites, apps and forms that also simplifies the management of 

marketing content and assets. 

Expansion of the cooperation agreement gives PROSTEP access to AEM Forms and the associated 

functions for generating intelligent PDF documents. As a result, the company can further develop PDF 

Generator 3D on the basis of the latest Adobe technology. This ensures support for the latest versions of 
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operating systems, databases and application servers. PROSTEP will however continue to offer PDF 

Generator 3D on the basis of the old platform during a transitional period, thus allowing existing 

customers in particular to migrate at a time of their choice. 

"We are pleased that Adobe has chosen to continue their longstanding cooperation with us and that we 

will in future be permitted to use the functionality of AEM Forms to enable us to offer our customers an 

even wider spectrum of solutions for digitizing their product engineering processes," says Dr. Bernd 

Pätzold, CEO of PROSTEP AG, about the cooperation agreement. "Our 3D PDF technology is an 

important lever for implementing the model-based enterprise." 

Click here to return to Contents 

OpenText Release 16 EP1 Enables Digital Transformation for Engagement to Insight 

31 October 2016 

OpenText™ today announced Release 16 Enhancement Pack (EP1), a comprehensive, integrated digital 

information platform that enables customers to digitize any business process and manage information 

workflows across the digital enterprise. With the new enhancements, OpenText continues to extend its 

EIM platform to enable the flow of information from Engagement to Insight and secures its position as 

the number one EIM cloud provider. 

One of the new capabilities of OpenText Release 16 further enables organizations to deepen customer 

engagements through highly personalized communications and engaging digital experiences. 

Organizations can digitize the entire customer journey, while seamlessly managing an integrated 

information flow from engagement through to insight, to gain a better understanding of the customer, 

partner or business process. The platform offers a flexible hybrid strategy to offer either on-premises or 

cloud deployments to meet a customer's IT structure, budget and requirements and is optimized for the 

OpenText Cloud. 

"OpenText Release 16 delivers complete and integrated EIM that enables Engagement to Insight, 

allowing customers to transform their businesses into digital businesses," said Mark J. Barrenechea, 

OpenText CEO and CTO. "With newly acquired products from HP Inc. and Recommind, OpenText 

continues to extend its EIM platform and the value of customer information via purpose-built industry 

solutions. At the end of the day, all businesses are information businesses, and OpenText Release 16 

helps customers to unlock the value of their information." 

"The new enhancements in OpenText Release 16 made it an easy decision for us to upgrade," said 

Markos C. Dolopikos, principal officer, IT Department at Black Sea Trade & Development Bank. "The 

new simple and responsive user interface with role-based views provides a personalized experience 

which will increase user adoption across our organization. Furthermore, document-centric workflows 

will enhance internal collaboration and simplify business process automation." 

"The new user interface and custom search have proved a big hit with users, and with Release 16 we 

have, in terms of corporate search, at last found the Holy Grail," commented Rick Quarmby, principal 

knowledge management advisor for Hydro Tasmania. "OpenText's Extended ECM platform offers 

significant benefits to our organization and an end to any confusion about where to store asset related 

information. It's now becoming crystal clear to the users, and that's a huge win for our business." 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Planview Announces Next Generation of Projectplace Collaborative Work Management Solution for 

Teams 

2 November 2016 

Planview® today announced the new Projectplace specifically designed to enable the next generation of 

collaborative work management solutions for teams. The new Projectplace includes a streamlined visual 

redesign, the next-generation of collaborative workstreams, and a new My Overview that provides a 

single view of a team member’s work and personal tasks. 

 “Projectplace is for teams that need to ‘crank,’ not teams that just want to chat or share a document. The 

new Projectplace lets teams crank out work better than ever by providing all the tools they need in one 

place, now with a beautiful, streamlined UX,” said Patrick Tickle, chief product officer of Planview. 

“Fueled with input from more than a thousand customers, Projectplace delivers a proven, powerful, and 

truly engaging collaborative work management solution.” 

The new Projectplace also introduces its unique, next-generation, collaborative workstreams. This 

innovative approach to planning and executing collaborative work improves focus, prioritization and 

visibility, ultimately improving the flow of work throughout teams. The new streamlined interaction 

between Gantt-based activities, Kanban boards and task cards allows users to directly connect planning 

with execution, and monitor tasks, activities and goals in a single, consolidated view that puts focus on 

the most time-sensitive activities for the week. 

In addition, Projectplace continues to move beyond projects to enable teams to collaborate on different 

types of work. Over a third of users use Projectplace every day in a non-project context to support team-

centric work that is continuous and ongoing. In addition, many users have personal boards to track their 

daily to dos. In recognition of these usage patterns, the new My Overview provides a single view for 

every user of their professional work as well as personal tasks. Bringing together this collective view 

improves focus, prioritization, and the ability to get work done. 

Click here to return to Contents 

PROLIM Releases Diaspora 3.0 PLM Data Migration Platform 

27 October 2016 

PROLIM Global Corporation released its Diaspora 3.0 – The PLM Data Migration Platform – an 

Integrated Solution for DATA Quality and DATA Discovery at Siemens PLM World Detroit RUG Event 

in Troy, Michigan. With the new capabilities of DIASPORA, 3.0 can be leveraged to automate data 

quality and discovery along with the data migrations. 

With PROLIM DIASPORA 3.0, data migration, and data quality will become easier and more reliable. 

DIASPORA is now enhanced with the capabilities of data quality and data discovery. “Data is in our 

DNA. We should leverage PLM to speed up the product development by implementing a PLM Data 

Migration Platform that enables smooth product development process”, said Prabhu Patil, President and 

CEO of PROLIM. 

PROLIM Diaspora 3.0 data migration software helps to auto generate data profiling, validations, & its 

100% reliable migration process of data to PLM in order to create validation rules.  This platform 

identifies failures upfront and also generates fallout reports before loading data into target systems. 

Benefits of Diaspora 3.0 – The PLM Data Migration are as follows: 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.planview.com%2F&esheet=51452158&newsitemid=20161102005824&lan=en-US&anchor=Planview%C2%AE&index=1&md5=676537a9a6be7f951d13986994894543
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.projectplace.com%2F&esheet=51452158&newsitemid=20161102005824&lan=en-US&anchor=Projectplace&index=2&md5=9a0a40620aff19062bbd40d546168cd1
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 Platform for PLM Data Quality Management and PLM Data Migrations 

 DIASPORA 3.0 addresses the end to end needs of data management starting from Analysis, 

Quality, and Transformations to Reconciliations and MIS Reporting 

 New enhanced PLM Data Quality features of DIASPORA 3.0 

o Data Discovery 

o Data Profiling 

o Data Audit 

o Data Enrichment 

o De Duplication 

o Match and Merge 

o Root Cause Analysis 

Click here to return to Contents 

SAP Advances Product Lifecycle Management with New ECAD Interface 

3 November 2016 

SAP today announced the availability of the SAP Engineering Control Center interface to ECAD 

integration tool. This is a new interface to electronic computer-aided design (ECAD) software to 

simplify and expand design system interfaces to the SAP Product Lifecycle Management (SAP PLM) 

application. 

Amid the growing wave of new digital business models, Internet of Things (IoT) technologies and 

Industry 4.0 processes, new products are increasingly becoming a combination of mechanical parts, 

sophisticated electronics and software. Often these product elements are maintained across multiple 

repositories, making it difficult for designers to access data and ensure consistency and currency. SAP 

Engineering Control Center interface to ECAD provides a consolidated view of ECAD data. This can 

include printed circuit board assemblies (PCBA), associated project documents and PCBA parts with the 

mechanical CAD and ECAD product data stored in SAP software. This creates a true cross-discipline 

collaboration for all stakeholders in the enterprise by providing a consistent and accurate view of all 

relevant product data in SAP software. 

“Companies need to deliver increasingly complex products more efficiently as they look to leverage IoT 

to reimagine their business,” said Hans Thalbauer, senior vice president, Extended Supply Chain and 

IoT, SAP. “The new interface to electronic design tools is a further step by SAP to provide customers 

with a complete, 360-degree view so that they can execute product development in an integrated 

environment for better business outcomes.” 

SAP’s strategy aims to help increase efficiency in engineering and manufacturing through a 

comprehensive and flexible integration platform for all authoring tools. The new ECAD integration 

based on the control center bolsters this approach and provides a complete view of the digital product, 

including mechanics, electrical components, electronics and software, offering total transparency across 

engineering disciplines. 

The SAP Engineering Control Center integration tool, including the new ECAD integration, is being 
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showcased at the International SAP Conferences on Extended Supply Chain and IoT being held Nov. 3-

4 in The Hague, Netherlands. 

Click here to return to Contents 

SAP S/4HANA Enhancements Accelerate Digital Transformation Adoption 

31 October 2016 

SAP today announced the SAP S/4HANA 1610 release, the latest enhancement to SAP’s next-

generation ERP business suite. 

By utilizing a simplified data model and the award-winning SAP Fiori 2.0 user experience, the new 

release helps reduce complexity and unleash the next wave of business productivity. Through prediction 

and pattern recognition capabilities, along with machine learning, SAP S/4HANA lays the foundation to 

reduce exception management for more routine transactions, empowering the workforce to focus on 

higher-value tasks with embedded analytics and real-time insights. 

“With this third major on-premise release of SAP S/4HANA, companies of all sizes can take advantage 

of innovations offered across lines of business and industries,” said Wieland Schreiner, executive vice 

president, SAP S/4HANA, SAP. “Innovations in line of business and industry functionality allow 

companies to realize productivity gains and dramatically simplify their IT landscapes. SAP S/4HANA is 

the digital core that helps companies run live in today’s digital world.” 

Digitizing the Extended Supply Chain 

Today customers have even greater expectations, from their discovery and purchasing experience to the 

personalization and delivery of products and services. As a result, companies need to manage an 

increasingly complex multichannel supply chain in order to deliver the customer promise made to the 

“audience of one” delivered through a “lot size of one.” New functional, usability and integration 

enhancements in the SAP S/4HANA 1610 release allow supply chains to perform better with increased 

agility, promoting lower lead times, better customer service and higher profitability. 

For example, supply chain planners can expect advanced warning of impending material shortages based 

on inputs from internal and external data sources. With real-time insights, companies can confidently 

target segments of one with high-value service-based offers, knowing more precisely their ability to 

profitably fill demand. To help companies manage in the digital world, the following core supply chain 

enhancements are included in the new release: 

Advanced available to promise (aATP) offers newly enhanced capabilities to manage supply allocations 

at multiple levels, with high-performance, real-time ATP order confirmation. Additionally, new back-

order processing and interactive rescheduling methodology helps ensure that constrained supply is 

matched to demands based on customer priority. 

Inventory management provides simplified and highly scalable transaction management, with enhanced 

user productivity in a range of SAP Fiori apps to help provide inventory visibility and to track slow-

moving items, monitor shelf life and provide real-time status updates of items in transit. 

Material requirement planning (MRP) includes embedded production planning and detailed scheduling 

(PPDS) natively deployed without the need for complex integration and data maintenance to help drive 

accelerated MRP processing times from hours to potentially minutes and enable intelligent constraint-

based planning and scheduling. 

http://www.red-dot.sg/en/online-exhibition/sap-fiori-2-0/
http://go.sap.com/product/enterprise-management/s4hana-erp.html
http://go.sap.com/solution/extended-supply-chain.html
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Extended warehouse management (EWM) is embedded to dramatically simplify adoption of advanced 

warehousing capabilities such as automation with mechanical handling equipment, task and labor 

optimization and the use of mobile devices, without the need to integrate a separate system. The SAP 

EWM application can be utilized in both embedded and stand-alone deployments. 

Environment, health and safety (EHS) management offers comprehensive and integrated new 

functionality reimagined to take advantage of the digital transformation occurring across the enterprise. 

It uses real-time data to support EHS practitioners in managing operational risk, worker safety and 

compliance, with integrated solutions for incident management, chemical management, operational risk 

assessments, industrial hygiene/exposure monitoring, regulatory compliance and emissions 

management. 

“We participated in the guided beta for the SAP S/4HANA 1610 release, completing the upgrade from 

SAP Business Suite powered by SAP HANA ECC EHP 8 to 1610 in 10 working days,” said Arnab 

Mukherjee, manager of enterprise applications, Varian Medical Systems. “We are looking forward to 

fully deploying SAP S/4HANA 1610 in 2017 as the solution now includes key components such as 

extended warehouse management and product portfolio management. The simplified data model and 

corresponding IT landscape are an exciting continuation of innovations such as universal journal, which 

helps eliminate reconciliation between financial accounting and controlling that first attracted us to SAP 

S/4HANA.” 

Unique Industry Functionality Designed Specifically for In-Memory Computing 

The new SAP S/4HANA release allows organizations to meet specific industry digital transformation 

needs while delivering greater functionality and simpler integration to a broad set of functions. For 

example, retail industry functionality such as merchandise management is completely re-architected for 

the modern retailer providing retailers, as well as customers from other industries that require retail 

functionality, complete visibility to make holistic business decisions based on harmonized master data. 

Oil and gas industry customers can take advantage of upstream and downstream functions, including 

hydrocarbon product management, that are optimized for high performance on the SAP HANA 

platform, as well as a real-time inventory planning workbench with enhanced simulation capabilities for 

supply chain scheduling, providing insight and flexibility to better meet the needs of end customers. 

Additionally, the new release incorporates all features of the SAP S/4HANA Finance solution. 

Companies can transform finance processes by simplifying landscapes while still taking advantage of 

every innovation released for SAP S/4HANA Finance, from easily accessing the most-granular level of 

detail to performing simulations on live data. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Translator and Curvature Analysis Updates in New Vero PartXplore 

31 October 2016 

Three new capabilities in the 2017 edition of PartXplore, are maintaining the powerful high speed CAD 

viewer and analyser’s long tradition of updating format support and new enhancements. 

PartXplore, from Vero Software, contains many innovative features usually found in high-end CAD 

systems which enable to the user to perform part diagnostics, create assembly instructions and prepare 

the production of 3D models. The software, which can open the native files of Edgecam, VISI and 

WorkNC, was created to efficiently import and analyse all file types and sizes at high speed. It often 
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takes less than half the time to open a file compared to the original CAD application. 

The main new items of functionality for the new PartXplore 2017 R1’s translators are: 

 3D PDF support for mesh writing 

 

 JTOpen support for mesh writing 

 

 Reader and writer support for MEG files. 

 

It is now possible to write solid and mesh models into the 3D PDF and JTOpen formats, and the 

resulting files will contain mesh entities. Solid and mesh models can also be exported in the MEG 

format used by Vero Software’s production machining CAD/CAM solution, Edgecam. In addition, 

MEG files can be imported into PartXplore. The translators support most file formats, including 

DXF/DWG, IGESW, Inventor, Parasolid, SolidWorks, Rhino, Pro/E – Creo, several versions of Catia, 

and several others. 

As well as the enhancements to the translators, updates have been made to PartXplore 2017 R1’s 

curvature analysis. The object being analysed can now be displayed with colours corresponding to 

curvature radius values defined as ranges. New radius values can be added and edited interactively, and 

colours can be displayed in either flat or gradient mode. 

The software now comes with the option to show or hide toolbar button captions, meaning it is now 

possible to choose whether the toolbar button captions are displayed or not. The option is set in the 

application parameter window. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Vectorworks, Inc. Provides the BIMobject App Pre-installed in Service Pack 1 

1 November 2016 

Global design and BIM software developer Vectorworks, Inc. (Vectorworks), and BIMobject AB 

(BIMobject) today announce that the BIMobject App, that integrates the BIMobject Cloud with direct 

access to manufacturers' product libraries, will be provided as a part of Vectorworks Architect 2017 

Service Pack 1. 

The BIMobject App will be available for all Vectorworks 650,000 users as a pre-installed tool, where no 

installation will be necessary. This is the latest BIMobject tool that will allow users to instantly, and 

with ease, search, browse and select BIM objects for direct placement into their BIM projects in 

Vectorworks. 

The BIMobject App for Vectorworks is unique in that it manages and downloads not only Vectorworks 

native content, but also transparently converts file formats from AutoCAD, SketchUp and 3DS, in the 

BIMobject Cloud into information-rich Vectorworks content. This is done entirely in the background 

and delivers the exact user experience no matter the format of the source data. It will allow Vectorworks 

users access to over 4,600 product families from 260 brands as of today. 

"The fact that the BIMobject App for Vectorworks is pre-installed is really good, giving direct access of 

up to 650,000 potential designers for all our manufacturers and brands that are published in the 
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BIMobject Cloud. It will be a great synergy with the Vectorworks application and make the BIMobject 

Cloud the preferred choice for downloading BIM objects and product information from the web", says 

Johan Dyrssen, Team Lead Web & App Development, BIMobject. 

"The BIMobject App in Vectorworks 2017 is a major milestone in our continued mission to provide 

designers with access to building material and product specifications for building information 

models",says Robert Anderson, Vice President of Integrated Practice, Vectorworks.  
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