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CIMdata News 

A Product Innovation Platform and Its Impact on Successful PLM Deployments (Commentary) 

1 December 2016 

Key takeaways: 

 Product innovation platforms are the foundation upon which functional capabilities, data, and 

processes are enabled—leading to the potential for much more innovation 

 Few PLM implementations, especially those based on monolithic solutions, achieve their goals 

and often end up as “instant” legacy PDM solutions that are not sustainable 

 A strong product innovation platform dramatically eases the burden of integrations with an 

enterprise’s broad range of PLM-enabling solutions 

 Aras Innovator provides an open and extensible product innovation platform that can be 

employed to provide an enterprise with a PLM solution that can grow into the future 

Product complexity continues to accelerate as electronics and software have become critical elements in 

almost every type of product and the demands on products to connect to the Internet of Things becomes 

a compelling reality. As manufacturers strive to bring new products to market, they are realizing that 

processes designed for a simpler era are being stretched. More than three decades ago, major 

manufacturers began implementing product data management (PDM) systems to address product 

complexity. As the complexity of products and business processes increased, so too has the vision of 

how to support and foster product and process innovation from a lifecycle perspective.  

Many of today’s product lifecycle management (PLM) architectures have evolved from PDM solutions 

that were designed 30 or more years ago. While today’s architectures are greatly improved from what 

was available back then, the way they are applied in most PLM-enabling solutions still does not support 

easy integration with other enterprise platforms or solutions nor do they have the flexible capabilities 

needed for assimilating data, organization structures, and working processes to support the product 

lifecycle. The outcome is that companies must customize core data structures and solution processes to 

meet their particular business needs. As business needs change, future adaptations of the solutions 

become even more difficult, and upgrades, sometimes impossible.  
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In recent years, platforms have become an important element for enabling business activities. Today, 

companies want to drive their product lifecycles based on the use of platforms that streamline 

operations, reduce the costs of doing business, and simplify integration of data and processes across the 

enterprise and throughout the entire lifecycle. A PLM solution enabled by a product innovation platform 

is structured to solve many of the difficulties inherent in having to drive innovation with a 

heterogeneous solutions suite. Such a platform uses modern software and information technology (IT) 

constructs (well defined layering, modeling, services, native internet support, standards, etc.) to support 

key elements of sustainable solutions including maintainability, adaptability, upgradability, integration 

in heterogeneous environments, and others. 

Platformization is real and not just an opportunistic mash-up of tools and capabilities. It requires a new 

approach to architecting PLM-enabling solutions so they become much more flexible, adaptable, and 

capable of working with other solutions that typically comprise a company’s enterprise application 

environment. Product innovation platforms can help companies more effectively realize product and 

process innovation and end-to-end lifecycle management in a stable environment, both today and well 

into the future. A product innovation platform is a foundation upon which functional capabilities, data, 

and processes are enabled and executed. 

Well aware of the challenges presented by innovation and other initiatives, a number of PLM solution 

providers are proposing a platform approach, either purpose-built or transformed from existing 

offerings, and wherever necessary extending capabilities by licensing, partnering, or acquiring 

technologies. 

The Product Innovation Platform 

While the initial implementation of traditional PLM-enabling systems, such as PDM, remains very 

important, it can be rapidly overshadowed by the cost and disruption from continuing upgrades and 

deployment to new areas, projects, and programs, as well as by partnerships and acquisitions that bring 

new, unanticipated mixes of tools and processes to bear. Under these circumstances monolithic 

enterprise IT applications (e.g., many legacy PDM solutions) are no longer sustainable and robust 

enough to provide a viable solution. They are difficult to maintain, particularly when an enterprise wants 

to tightly integrate its product data with its product lifecycle processes and tools. A product innovation 

platform approach can help mitigate these problems. 

Product innovation platforms support extended enterprise data and process integration and 

enablement—well beyond departmental, typically monolithic implementations. This vastly increases the 

value of processes, and the information they operate on, to the business. 

 Additional benefits of enabling PLM through a product innovation platform include: 

 Reduced cost and resources required to support upgrades and the addition of new capabilities—

all companies are faced with technology integration issues, and a product innovation platform 

greatly reduces these, or eliminates them altogether 

 Increased flexibility in managing intellectual assets and processes throughout the entire lifecycle 

 Support for diverse business domains throughout an extended enterprise 

 Easier assimilation of acquisitions which bring different processes, PLM-enabling tools, and data 

requirements 

Because of its central role in tying together critical product lifecycle management capabilities and data 
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with the people who use these resources, the product innovation platform should natively support: 

 Data longevity: Data from a wide variety of authoring applications needs to be captured as it is 

created. As the tools and tool versions change, the platform needs to manage the variety of data, 

and easily integrate that data with all the tools that use the data. 

 Extensibility: Platforms must be flexible, adaptable, and extensible over a long lifespan. As new 

requirements and innovative capabilities become available the platform needs to support updates 

and additions to its capabilities in a structured, maintainable way, while not losing essential 

flexibility and breadth of capability. 

 Collaboration to support innovation: Collaboration is a critical aspect of the innovation process. 

For people to collaborate, they need access to the information on which they want to collaborate, 

but they need this in the context of their work processes—this implies that the tools that support 

those processes must be connected through a product innovation platform to support process 

consistency and to provide the information in the proper context needed to run each process. 

 Systems engineering modeling and simulation: As can be seen in Figure 1, the potential impacts 

across the systems engineering domain are both broad and deep. Systems engineering relies on 

the concept that there is support for collaboration to allow rapid iterations in modeling, 

validation, and verification. The product innovation platform needs to support all disciplines 

involved in a system’s definition (mechanical, electrical, electronic, and software) throughout 

these crucial processes. 

Model-based	systems	
engineering	

System
development	and	

simulation

Cross-discipline
development,	analysis	and	

simulation

System	integration	
and	test

Industrie 4.0
and	IIoT

IoT	and
Digital	Twin

Continuous	verification	
and	validation

 

Figure 1—Potential Impacts of the Platform on Systems Engineering  

(Source: VPE TU Kaiserslautern, Aras) 

 Through-life configuration management: Product developers need tools to easily create 

configurations and assess alternatives. Downstream users need to be able to verify the 

configuration of the product, including change and effectivity, and ensure it is managed at all 

lifecycle stages from requirements through design, manufacture, and support.  

 Data analytics: One of the major issues companies face is massive data related to new and 

existing products that should be reused as much as possible to increase its value. Data analytics 

is necessary to reveal the valuable data that can help promote innovation that leads to business 

success.  
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 Visualization: People can’t work with data they can’t see, so in the world of complex CAD 

models, drawings, schematics, photos, documents, and many other data formats, having a 

flexible, multi-format data viewing capability becomes a critical asset that, when supported 

within the platform, provides data visibility across PLM-enabling tools and databases. 

 Digital thread: The digital thread is not just the assets themselves, it includes the connections 

between them. The digital thread should allow any authorized downstream user, for example, to 

select a part on the engine shown in Figure 2 from the service manual and learn about its 

manufacturing history, its change history, its CAD model, and the simulation tests that were 

performed, or trace all the way back to its requirements. Implementing a digital thread is not 

easy, but it’s a problem that a product innovation platform approach can help solve.  

 

Figure 2—Digital Thread  

(Courtesy of Aras) 

 Closed-loop decision making: Examination of Figure 1 reveals that the product innovation 

process is very iterative in nature. In this environment, people need to be able to rapidly 

determine what is going on with respect to their data and other contributors to their processes. To 

create the trust necessary to support rapid innovation, a product innovation platform must 

provide the workflow capabilities required to model and execute closed-loop processes that lead 

to informed and defensible decisions.  

 Intellectual property management and protection: The IP of an enterprise is its lifeblood—

without trusted, connected sources of information, organizations cannot hope to be innovative. 

The product innovation platform connects the information (IP) in a common backbone that 

becomes the single source of truth for the organization. It also provides security mechanisms to 

assure that data is not intentionally or accidentally damaged or compromised. 

The Aras Innovator Platform 

Aras Innovator was architected by industry veterans to support an open, flexible, model-based approach 

to PLM—one that naturally lends itself to supporting the product innovation platform approach. The 

Aras team designed a set of web services that perform common tasks such as item management, 

relationship management, security, workflow, vaulting, etc. To solve their business problems, customers 

create applications which access these services using the integrated modelling engine, making them 
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quick to build and modify just like the catalog of out-of-the-box applications from Aras, see Figure 3. 

S			E			R			V			I			C			E			S	

Data						Logic							M		O		D		E		L		I		N		G					E		N		G		I		N		E						Process					UX

A	C	C E	S	S V	I	S	U	A	L			C	O	L	L A	B	O	R	A	T	I	O	N	 L	I	F	E	C	Y	C	L	E	
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V	A	R	I	A	N	T	S								E	F	F E	C	T	I	V	I	T	Y								W	O	R	K	F	L	O	W

Platform

 

Figure 3—The Aras Innovator Platform Approach  
(Courtesy of Aras) 

This flexibility is a critical capability for a PLM platform. As business needs evolve the process and data 

models that describe the business also need to evolve. Just being able to add additional attributes to 

objects is not enough. Objects that describe aspects of the business will need to be combined in 

unanticipated ways to support new products, processes and business models. Aras Innovator was 

designed to support this dynamic data modeling.  

A key difference in Aras’ approach is that it is an open platform. Not only is the solution available for 

open download and use, making it easy for organizations to install and evaluate, but Aras’ PLM 

platform integrates to a long list of authoring tools and enterprise solutions. Connectors and Integrations 

for ALM, MCAD, ECAD, PDM, ERP, and many other desktop and enterprise solutions are available 

from Aras and their partners. This increases end-user adoption and lowers implementation risk. Aras 

also provides out-of-the-box integrations to Microsoft Office, LDAP, and Multi-CAD 3D PDF viewing 

and even advanced PDF artwork capabilities. Aras partners that CIMdata talks to generally comment on 

how easy it is to develop integrations to Aras Innovator. 

Aras customer Airbus has recently been talking about their Greenhouse strategy. Rather than going 

through a traditional top down, monolithic PLM project, the Aras Innovator Center of Excellence allows 
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any group within Airbus to propose a business requirement that needs a solution. If appropriate, the 

Center of Excellence creates Aras-based applications that can leverage data that already exists within 

Airbus’ Aras platform (without extracting it or making a copy), solve the immediate business issue, and 

potentially provide new data, process, and even solutions that can be leveraged and reused elsewhere in 

the enterprise. CIMdata plans to do more research on this alternative approach to enabling PLM.  

At CIMdata we have seen many Aras Innovator implementations. They all look very different, and are 

tailored to the business processes the specific client needs to support to be successful within their 

business environment. We see the Aras architecture as a competitive differentiator.1 Due to its 

architecture Aras, can offer database upgrades for free to subscribers no matter how the solution was 

configured. They have many customers that have brought highly tailored solutions forward through 

many releases of the Aras Innovator Platform over a decade or more demonstrating the sustainability of 

the solution. 

Conclusions 

Many product development companies believe that a single monolithic enterprise IT application is 

neither sustainable nor robust enough to serve all their business functions. The complexity of extended 

enterprise processes, organizational elements, partnerships, acquisitions, and data requirements are 

difficult, perhaps impossible, for any single solution provider to address, no matter how large. Also, 

many companies cannot realistically migrate to a single tool. The value proposition or return on 

investment (ROI) does not work considering the cost of changing tools, data migration, and cultural 

change. If alternative platforms are sustainable, then federating through integration on a product 

innovation platform may provide a better ROI than migration and consolidation.  

The new business platform paradigm is one in which solutions from multiple providers can be 

seamlessly deployed using an architecture that is resilient and can withstand rapid changes in business 

activities. This isn’t about departmental process enablement, or even enterprise capability, but rather 

support for extended enterprise processes; supporting role-based needs yet crossing traditional 

organizational and system boundaries to support processes that span multiple organizations and roles.  

CIMdata believes that for end-to-end processes to work effectively, companies need a clear roadmap for 

a PLM-enabling product innovation platform that supports system-centric product development and end-

to-end lifecycle management. Companies need to take a strategic view of their product innovation 

platform so it can leverage their enterprise IT architecture that clarifies the relationships between 

enterprise solutions and platforms like ERP and SCM. Working at the platform level to define and 

implement connections should help reduce costs by shifting integration efforts towards the enterprise 

solution providers, including PLM providers rather than using historic, unsustainable one-to-one 

integration technologies. 

Solution providers are taking differing approaches to developing product innovation platforms and 

companies should take time to understand the key characteristics of each. Aras’ platform strategy and 

technology provide an open, flexible, scalable way to manage business process and data complexity and 

change, supporting the multi-faceted business environments faced by many companies today. The 

underlying web service platform provides support for many key product innovation platform 

characteristics including the extension and even replacement of core capabilities. This contrasts with 

those legacy PLM solutions, especially monolithic solutions, that struggle to adapt. CIMdata sees this 

                                                 
1
 See: http://www.cimdata.com/en/resources/complimentary-reports-research/commentaries/item/551-aras-innovator-

redefining-customization-upgrades-commentary 
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situation too often in consulting engagements with industrial companies. 

In support of these assertions, the Aras platform has been recognized by PLM veterans, such as Airbus 

and Microsoft to support innovation. 

CIMdata observes that Aras Innovator’s underlying web service platform provides support for many key 

product innovation platform characteristics including the extension and even replacement of core PLM-

enabling capabilities. Companies looking to upgrade or overhaul their PLM environment should look at 

the platform approach and how Aras Innovator supports it. 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, an independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize an 

enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM). CIMdata provides world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-

practice methods on PLM. CIMdata also offers research, subscription services, publications, and 

education through international conferences. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website 

at http://www.CIMdata.com or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108, 

USA. Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV Weert, The 

Netherlands. Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Acquisitions 

Accenture Completes Acquisition of a 47.4% Shareholding in OCTO Technology 

25 November 2016 

Following the announcement on September 15, 2016, Accenture has completed the acquisition of a 

47.4% shareholding in OCTO Technology – a technology consultancy specializing in digital 

transformation and software development – on a fully diluted basis. 

The completion of the acquisition follows the clearance from the competent regulatory authorities and 

the consultation of OCTO’s works council. 

“With the support of OCTO’s leadership, we look forward to working together following completion of 

the tender offer to deliver the greatest possible results for clients in France and further afield, driving 

digital transformations through our shared pragmatic, innovative approach to technology,” said Pascal 

Delorme, Accenture Digital lead, France and Benelux. 

The supervisory board of OCTO met on November 24, 2016. OCTO appointed the firm Ledouble as an 

independent expert to deliver a report regarding the financial terms of the voluntary tender offer (the 

“Offer”), which it concluded was fair. As a result, the OCTO supervisory board unanimously concluded 

that the Offer was in the best interest of OCTO, its shareholders and its employees and decided therefore 

to recommend to OCTO’s shareholders and equity warrant holders to tender their securities to the Offer. 

“OCTO clients will benefit from the deep industry experience and global scale of Accenture Digital, 

whose French operations will be invigorated by this acquisition,” said François Hisquin, CEO and 

founder of OCTO. 

In connection with the completion of the acquisition, two representatives of Accenture have joined the 

supervisory board of OCTO: Christian Nibourel, country managing director for Accenture in France and 

http://www.cimdata.com/
file:///C:/Users/Jillian%20Hayes/Documents/Newsletter%202016/DAILY/1December%202016.doc%23Contents
file:///C:/Users/Jillian%20Hayes/Documents/Newsletter%202016/DAILY/1December%202016.doc%23Contents
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Benelux and Jean-Pierre Bokobza, senior managing director, Accenture Digital. Mr. Nibourel has also 

been elected Chairman of the board. 

Accenture has completed the acquisition through the indirect purchase of 1,962,323 shares and 

1,941,381 equity warrants from the founder and CEO, and the managers, of OCTO, and the purchase of 

238,519 shares from Financière Arbevel, at a price of €22.50 per share and €1.7222 per equity warrant, 

in private transactions. Accenture Digital France Holdings, a wholly-owned subsidiary of Accenture, 

will file the proposed Offer with the AMF in the coming days under the same terms. Sycomore Asset 

Management has also irrevocably committed to tender an aggregate 233,445 shares to the Offer, which 

is expected to bring Accenture’s ownership of OCTO to 52.0% on a fully diluted basis. 

The contemplated Offer values 100% of the issued ordinary shares of OCTO at approximately €115 

million. The price of €22.50 per share represents a 43.8% premium over the unaffected closing share 

price of OCTO on September 14, 2016, the day before the intention of Accenture to acquire OCTO was 

announced, and a 36.9% premium over the volume-weighted average share price during the last 3 

months before this date. The Offer to purchase all remaining shares and equity warrants of OCTO will 

be subject to the AMF review and approval. 

Accenture will reserve the right to undertake a squeeze out (retrait obligatoire) on OCTO’s shares and 

equity warrants not tendered if the applicable conditions are satisfied following the completion of the 

Offer. 

Rothschild & Cie and Société Générale are acting as financial advisors to OCTO and Accenture, 

respectively. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Company News 

Accenture Opens Liquid Studio in Milan to Help Organizations Accelerate Digital Transformation  

28 November 2016 

Accenture has opened a Liquid Studio in Milan, Italy designed to help organizations accelerate 

innovation by quickly transforming ideas into applications and services using the latest technologies, 

intelligent automation, contemporary architectures, and leading software development methods. The 

mission of the Liquid Studio is to help clients ideate and rapidly design, create, test and deliver 

innovative software applications that are easy to update, replace or augment as business requirements 

evolve. 

  

At the Liquid Studio clients work side-by-side with highly skilled Accenture software engineers in a 

collaborative and interactive environment to experiment with emerging technologies such as serverless 

architectures and dynamic languages as well as innovative development approaches including 

continuous integration and pair programming. As a result, clients can develop applications using cloud 

architecture and platforms, rapid application development principles such as Agile and DevOps, 

lightweight frameworks and plug and play microservice-based architectures. 

  

The Liquid Studio also offers modernization and cloud-migration services to help companies make their 

systems “future ready” for the digital world. By applying intelligent automation to the full software 

development lifecycle, organizations can cut cycle time from months down to weeks. 

file:///C:/Users/Jillian%20Hayes/Documents/Newsletter%202016/DAILY/28November2016.doc%23Contents
file:///C:/Users/Jillian%20Hayes/Documents/Newsletter%202016/DAILY/28November2016.doc%23Contents
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“The Liquid Studio in Milan will allow our clients to engage in immersive workshops, participate in 

design thinking sessions to gain a concrete, hands-on view of how the most disruptive technologies can 

benefit their business,” said Alessandro Marin, senior managing director and Accenture Technology lead 

for Italy, Central Europe and Greece. “Organizations begin their experience at the Liquid Studio with an 

idea and leave with a real prototype after just a few days. Accenture helps them harness the latest 

technology developments in AI and intelligent automation, Internet of Things (IoT) and augmented 

reality to transform their operations and customer experiences, and grow their business.” 

  

The Liquid Studio draws on the Accenture alliance ecosystem, using open innovation to take cutting-

edge technologies and digital expertise from the startup community and into development for clients. 

This is one of the ways that Accenture leads with innovation to help clients “imagine and invent” the 

future. Accenture Studios are a key element of the Accenture Innovation Architecture which brings 

together the company’s capabilities – from research, ventures and labs to studios, innovation centers and 

delivery centers – to develop and deliver disruptive innovations for clients, and to scale them faster. 

  

The new location will collaborate with the Accenture Liquid Studios in Silicon Valley, Paris and Nantes, 

France, Kronberg, Germany, and with the Accenture Labs, where Accenture incubates and prototypes 

new concepts through applied R&D projects. Accenture plans to open more Liquid Studios around the 

world in 2017. 

  

“In the new digital era companies are pushed to rethink their technology strategy and reinvent 

themselves by changing the way they design, build and use applications,” added Marin. “In the 

Accenture Liquid Studio, every day new ideas are turned into innovative solutions that enable 

companies to quickly apply new ways to do business, access new markets and stay competitive.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Affinity Energy Joins Connected with Kepware System Integrator Program 

1 December 2016 

Affinity Energy today announced it has joined the Connected with Kepware® System Integrator 

Program. Connected System Integrators implement and optimize the Kepware® portfolio of industrial 

connectivity software. As a silver-level Connected System Integrator, Affinity Energy possesses 

Kepware application experience, meets standard product training qualifications, and provides customers 

with post-sales assistance. 

 

Specializing in energy and power, Affinity Energy builds, designs, and integrates control and monitoring 

systems at data centers, healthcare central energy plants, PV solar farms, and various other mission-

critical applications.  

 

“Our engineers have worked with Kepware solutions since Affinity Energy’s inception in 2002,” said 

Allan Evora, President of Affinity Energy. “As a silver-level Connected System Integrator, we’re 

thrilled to customize, implement, and support this well-known software to our mission-critical customers 

in the Southeastern U.S.” 

 

As a vendor-neutral integrator, Affinity Energy recommends Kepware, along with other quality software 

https://www.accenture.com/us-en/capability-rapid-application-development-studio
https://www.accenture.com/se-en/accenture-technology-labs-index
file:///C:/Users/Jillian%20Hayes/Documents/Newsletter%202016/DAILY/2December2016.doc%23Contents
file:///C:/Users/Jillian%20Hayes/Documents/Newsletter%202016/DAILY/2December2016.doc%23Contents
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solutions, after assessing a customer’s unique environment, devices, and needs. 

 

“I recommend Kepware to my customers for its easy-to-use, stable I/O server,” said Mike Kalkas, an 

Affinity Energy Application Engineer with 10 years of automation experience. “On the integration side, 

I see merits in its intuitive, flexible nature, and ability to play well with the SCADA and EPMS software 

I integrate on a daily basis.” 

 

“We’re pleased to welcome Affinity Energy to our Connected with Kepware System Integrator 

Program,” said Brett Austin, Senior Vice President, Kepware. “Our carefully-selected network of system 

integrators allows us to leverage regional market expertise and deliver the product and service quality 

synonymous with Kepware.” 

 

The Connected with Kepware program was established to support integration partners and provide 

Kepware customers with a proven network of integration service providers for industrial automation and 

Internet of Things solutions. The program allows Kepware to deliver on its mission of providing users 

with high quality software solutions to help them achieve operational excellence. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Airbus Safran Launchers and Dassault Systèmes Confirm Collaboration for the Design and 

Development of Ariane 6 

29 November 2016 

Dassault Systèmes today announced that it confirms its long-standing collaboration with Airbus Safran 

Launchers, developer and supplier of solutions for civil and military space launchers and the industrial 

prime contractor of Ariane 6, the European Space Agency’s next generation launcher.  More than 700 

engineers working on the development of Ariane 6 across multiple sites in Europe, including partners, 

are using Dassault Systèmes’ solutions for the systems architecture, the detailed design definition and 

the validation of propulsions and the space vehicle. 

Dassault Systèmes’ “Winning Program” industry solution experience has been a key enabler to perform 

multiple trade-off studies, explore a greater number of alternatives and accelerate the decision-making 

process to select the most competitive configurations for Ariane 6.  The selected architecture, an Airbus 

Safran Launchers digital asset, will be optimized and continuously validated during the overall 

development phases. 

Such digital assets are created and validated from a collaborative digital mock up that helps avoid errors, 

minimize changes and contribute to reducing months from the development and industrial ramp-up 

phases.  Dassault Systèmes’ applications are being used for design in context processes, internal and 

transnational co-design reviews, and program reviews leveraging virtual reality that enable the accurate 

definition of all complex manufacturing operations. 

“For Ariane 6, Airbus Safran Launchers continues to build on the accomplishment and value created 

with Dassault Systèmes’ solutions that contributed to the design of Ariane 5,” said Alain Charmeau, 

CEO, Airbus Safran Launchers. “These solutions, based on a high-fidelity digital mock up shared by our 

partners, remain at the heart of our industrial model to develop the launcher across Europe.” 

The space sector is subject to fierce competition as never before.  Startups worldwide and companies in 

emerging markets are forcing more established businesses to transform their operations in order to 
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provide versatile, high-performing, and cost competitive launchers.  “Winning Program” was designed 

for aerospace and defense companies looking to optimize early program phases and program 

development using design, simulation and collaboration.  With advanced levels of engineering detail and 

shared knowledge available in the conceptual design phase, “Winning Program” can significantly 

improve adherence to program costs, performance and schedule. 

“We are proud to bring our partnership for innovation and performance with Airbus Safran Launchers to 

an upper level. In times of consumerization of space, our collaboration aims to design and develop a 

new experience-focused model for space launch, and know from the earliest stages that Ariane 6 can be 

delivered on budget, to specification and on time,” said Bernard Charlès, Vice Chairman and CEO, 

Dassault Systèmes. “Dassault Systèmes’ unmatched Aerospace and Defense industry solution 

experiences enable Airbus Safran Launchers to explore the possible, collaborate with clients and through 

all disciplines and stakeholders within the ecosystem, and configure the right concept. Together we can 

harness the power of design and digital heritage to transform the industry.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Avaap Expands Infor Consulting and Implementation Services Business to Europe 

28 November 2016 

Avaap, the largest Infor systems integrator, and Infor today announced a strategic partnership to deliver 

implementation services and consulting for Infor software solutions in Europe. The scope of the 

agreement between Infor and Avaap is anticipated to increase and expand solutions and services to food, 

retail, fashion, equipment, service management, manufacturing and distribution organizations in Europe 

seeking to facilitate compliance, leverage data analytics, and increase manufacturing efficiency. 

Avaap has earned a solid reputation as an experienced implementation partner for Infor consulting and 

implementation services in North America, providing both hardware and software capabilities to 

customer engagements. Along with this expansion, Avaap will bring its suite of implementation 

acceleration tools and innovations to extend capabilities of Infor business applications. 

Avaap’s track record for Infor implementations, services, and support is ideal for building operations in 

Europe and helping customers leverage the capabilities of the application for competitive advantage, 

said Neil Wilson, Infor vice president for Global Alliances. “The expansion of our relationship is a 

testament to our strong partnership and how we collaborate with partners to deliver a combined quality 

software and implementation experience to our customers.” 

Added Avaap Europe Practice Director, Leonardo Castaldi, “Avaap has earned a reputation for 

delivering maximum value to our customers through custom developed applications that accelerate the 

upgrade schedule and solutions that extend Infor operability. Our expansion into Europe in partnership 

with Infor is a significant step in fulfilling our vision as a global IT services provider for Infor software 

and serving rapidly growing industries.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Central Innovation Academy Opens Doors with ASQA-Accredited Training Course 

28 November 2016 

Central Innovation, a provider of specialist hardware, software, people and system consulting solutions 
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for the Manufacturing, Building and Construction industries, has become a Registered Training 

Organisation, launching the Central Innovation Academy and its first course in Project Management.  

Central Innovation has met the comprehensive requirements from The Australian Skills Quality 

Authority (ASQA) to become an RTO, demonstrating the company’s investment in, and commitment to, 

Australia’s next generation of engineers and designers. ASQA, as the national regulator for the 

vocational education and training (VET) sector, makes sure that the quality and reputation of Australia's 

VET system is maintained through effective national regulation.  

“Central Innovation has offered very successful training courses through our businesses Intercad and 

GRAPHISOFT Australia for 25 years and delivering high quality well-trained people is what we are all 

about, but with the recent publicity surrounding adult training and with the growing business pressures 

to get more out of every system we felt it justified the investment to become a Registered Training 

Organisation,” said Max Piper, Chief Executive Officer of Central Innovation. “The ASQA 

accreditation reinforces the value and credibility of our courses and will help create opportunities for 

new courses. The success of our customers is paramount to us and their success depends on well-trained 

and qualified staff.”  

The Central Innovation Academy was created to foster and promote innovation and productivity within 

the building, construction and manufacturing sectors, and help graduates launch their careers. The 

Academy will offer students the opportunity to earn Nationally-Recognised Training (NRT) 

accreditation, with a course in Project Management the first to be offered. More courses with 

accreditation — such as 3D CAD Engineering – will be offered in the future. Courses are ASQA 

accredited and the certificates are recognised in industry for providing the training standards required for 

graduates to meet the needs of their sector.  

Driven by the release of the (then-Labor) Australian Government’s Industry and Innovation Statement in 

2013, Central Innovation began the process of becoming a Registered Training Organisation to provide 

superior pathways into the multiple sectors harnessing CAD technology, and demanding project 

management techniques, as well as training for workers to keep them at the cutting edge of evolving 

technologies.  

“The then-Government’s statement outlined Australia’s rankings worldwide on innovation: 28th on 

innovation and sophistication is simply not good enough, and frankly we were horrified to read that,” 

Piper said. “We realised we had to do something ourselves to combat this because it was clear that 

graduates weren’t ready to enter the workforce and contribute immediately, while those already in the 

workforce aren’t being given access to training to keep them up-to-speed. While talking about 

innovation is all well and good, someone has to get their hands dirty and train our workforces.  

“Tertiary students learn the basics as part of their curriculum, but our hope is that we can take those 

students to the next level by providing a more in-depth and nuanced education into the tools and 

methods needed for these students to succeed from day one – while also providing the education needed 

to keep the current workforce on top of its game. We have long played a role in transitioning graduates 

from theory to practice. We are now looking at taking this to a new, more commercial, capability.”  

The Central Innovation Academy also intends to reserve up to 10 per cent of placements in each course 

for those in the industry who have been made redundant, with the course to be provided to them for free 

and will be given priority access to Central Innovation’s specialised recruitment services. 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Emuge and Mastercam Establish Partnership 

30 November 2016 

Emuge Corp. has established a partnership with CNC Software Inc., developers of the manufacturing 

industry’s Mastercam CAD/CAM software. 

Both companies will share technical data and best practices on machining applications and programs, 

participate in joint seminars and training events at each other’s technology centers and collaborate to 

develop and promote advanced, high-productivity machining solutions for North American 

manufacturing professionals. 

“We are very pleased to partner with Mastercam and see the relationship as an excellent way to further 

enhance our metal cutting solutions for customers throughout the U.S. and Canada. Mastercam has an 

outstanding reputation across the industry for providing leading CAD/CAM solutions for the latest 

machining technology, which aligns well with our customer base and approach,” said Bob Hellinger, 

president of Emuge Corp. 

“We are excited to establish a partnership with Emuge who, like CNC Software, has consistently 

provided innovative, industry-leading solutions for manufacturers. We are looking forward to working 

together, leveraging our extensive resources and expertise to offer the very latest technology for our 

customers,” said Meghan West, president of CNC Software Inc. 

Emuge and Mastercam are planning upcoming training and seminar events for 2017. Customers will be 

notified and information on events also will be posted on their respective websites. 

Click here to return to Contents 

ESTECO Sponsors Hyperloop Makers UPV 

28 November 2016 

ESTECO is proud to sponsor the Hyperloop Makers team from the Universitat Politécnica de Valencia 

in the Elon Musk SpaceX International Challenge. 

The team had already won the Top Design Concept and Technical Excellence awards in the first round 

of the competition, which aims at perfecting the revolutionary land transport system driven by 

compressed air, capable of arriving from Los Angeles to San Francisco (600km) in just 30 minutes. 

For their winning project, the Hyperloop Makers UPV used the ESTECO modeFRONTIER 

optimization platform to select the best design in terms of travel experience, while maximizing energy 

efficiency and accelerating the development time. Satisfied with the experience, they will continue using 

ESTECO technology in the second round of the competition. ESTECO will provide the team with the 

free ESTECO Academy membership, which will enable them to take advantage of state-of-the-art 

engineering software. 

“modeFRONTIER allowed us to obtain a family of optimum solutions for a range of inputs in a mere 

fraction of the time that would be necessary with a traditional approach,” said Germán Torres, the 

technical director of the Hyperloop Makers UPV team. "We are now developing a small levitation 

demonstrator for the next phase of the SpaceX international challenge and we plan to use 

modeFRONTIER to optimize our new Hyperloop design proposal", Torres concluded. 

Click here to return to Contents 

file:///C:/Users/Jillian%20Hayes/Documents/Newsletter%202016/DAILY/30November2016.doc%23Contents
file:///C:/Users/Jillian%20Hayes/Documents/Newsletter%202016/DAILY/30November2016.doc%23Contents
https://academy.esteco.com/academy/esteco-sponsors-hyperloop-makers-upv
http://hyperloopupv.com/
http://www.spacex.com/hyperloop
http://www.esteco.com/modefrontier?_ga=1.12323956.1171526135.1479141616
file:///C:/Users/Jillian%20Hayes/Documents/Newsletter%202016/DAILY/28November2016.doc%23Contents
file:///C:/Users/Jillian%20Hayes/Documents/Newsletter%202016/DAILY/28November2016.doc%23Contents


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 15 

Flatirons and CIMPA Sign Partnership Agreement to Support French Aviation and Defense 

Manufacturers 

30 November 2016 

Flatirons Solutions® announced today that it has signed a partnership agreement with CIMPA, a Sopra 

Steria company and provider of Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) and Service Lifecycle 

Management (SLM) consulting and system integration services to aerospace and defense original 

equipment manufacturers (OEMs), their partners, and their suppliers. The partnership enhances the 

value of PLM/SLM infrastructure of CIMPA customers in France, which enjoys a strong global 

presence in aviation and defense manufacturing, by facilitating adoption of the Flatirons Multi-Spec 

Solution (part of Flatirons’ CORENA Suite of software). 

The Flatirons Multi-Spec Solution helps aerospace and defense OEMs produce interactive technical 

publications to support civilian and defense program requirements in multiple data standards, including 

iSpec2200, S1000D, and others. The Multi-Spec solution integrates with PLM/SLM systems from 

Siemens, Aras, Dassault Systèmes, and others so that OEMs can easily reuse that data in technical 

publications to create and better automate engineering-driven updates to maintenance manuals, work 

cards, and other technical documents used to operate, repair, and maintain civilian and military aircraft 

and other large assets. 

Christophe Rouille, CIMPA’s Service Lifecycle Management Business Unit Director, noted that 

“through our partnership with Flatirons SAS, CIMPA is able to help OEMs and their networks of 

partners and suppliers better share, reuse, and manage the complex technical data needed to maintain 

and operate their products. More importantly, with the Multi-Spec Solution they can do it from within a 

single, innovative platform that extends the value of the customer’s PLM/SLM investment.” 

“This partnership brings together the most advanced technical publications solution for manufacturers of 

large assets with leading PLM experts who are experienced at integrating systems for the world’s most 

innovative OEMs,” said Jean-Daniel Sillion, Chief Solution Officer for Flatirons Solutions. “Together, 

Flatirons and CIMPA are helping to provide OEMs with a seamless solution for managing complex 

technical information from the product design stage through the delivery of the information to the 

maintenance engineer’s mobile viewer. This end-to-end capability is unique in our industry.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Go2Group Opens Hong Kong Office to Offer Application Integration Solutions to Companies in Asia 

Pacific 

29 November 2016 

Go2Group has set up its newest regional headquarters in Hong Kong. Go2Group is an Atlassian 

Software Platinum Solutions Partner specializing in sales and services for Atlassian products, is a Gold 

Certified Microsoft DevOps partner, and is a certified reseller of development tools from Hewlett-

Packard and other leading tool developers. 

According to Go2Group CEO Brett Taylor, Hong Kong was the company's top choice as a strategic 

location for its regional Asia Pacific hub. "Hong Kong is a vibrant city with a reliable legal system. It is 

an International financial hub and provides immediate access to more than 3,800 overseas companies 

that have regional operations in Hong Kong. Having an office in Hong Kong gives us tremendous 

opportunities to get closer to the region's decision makers," Taylor said. "We plan to recruit channel 
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partners in Hong Kong and to access local talent to support our expansion in the region. The initial 

target markets include Mainland China, Taiwan, Singapore, Australia and New Zealand -- countries and 

regions for which software development and outsourcing are key focus areas," he added. 

"Several of our global clients and partners asked us to open an office in Asia Pacific in order to provide 

our application integration products and services in the region," Taylor stated. "As businesses transform 

to become digital businesses, the ability to rapidly respond to the demands of digitalization is crucial." 

Go2Group helps organizations to enable agility through Go2Group's expertise in tool creation, data 

collaboration and integration products. ConnectALL, the company's flagship Application Integration 

tool enables integration between leading development and management tools, and provides transparent 

operations between disparate development tools. 

Go2Group's Hong Kong office is the latest addition to the firm's growing presence around the world. 

The new Hong Kong office joins established United States offices in Santa Clara, California; Los 

Angeles, California; Bel Air, Maryland; Reston, Virginia; Honolulu, Hawaii; and other worldwide 

offices in Chennai, India; and Tokyo, Japan. 

Click here to return to Contents 

IBM and Aras Announce Strategic Reseller Agreement to Enable IoT 

30 November 2016 

Aras® today announced a strategic reseller agreement with IBM’s Watson IoT business. Under the 

agreement, IBM will resell the Aras Innovator PLM suite on a subscription basis both as a complement 

to IBM's Application Lifecycle Management (ALM) solution and as a stand-alone PLM solution. 

Enabling Digital Transformation  

As businesses look to transform business models using IoT, complexity continues to increase 

exponentially due to the merging of software, data services and online connectivity. To deliver 

dependable IoT implementations companies are undertaking a digital transformation involving product 

development, manufacturing and supply chain process automation, which is profoundly impacting the 

business of engineering. 

“Global companies need a new and better way to integrate the complex hardware and software processes 

necessary to develop the smart, connected products of the future,” said Dibbe Edwards, VP, Watson IoT 

Continuous Engineering Offering Management & Delivery. “We’re excited to get back into the PLM 

market by partnering with Aras to help customers drive IoT enablement and realize a Digital Thread 

across disciplines and throughout the lifecycle.” 

Attaining the Digital Twin & Digital Thread  

By linking the Agile software development processes in ALM with the rest of the organization's 

engineering processes in PLM, companies create a delivery pipeline of synchronized hardware, 

electronics and software configurations. The offerings from IBM and Aras can enable a system-level 

Digital Twin across the lifecycle with a resulting Digital Thread as the product configuration evolves. 

“Today’s complicated product designs make it necessary to have a Digital Twin for configuration 

context that includes mechanical, electronics and software to interpret IoT data and determine 

compatibility for in-field updates,” said Peter Schroer, CEO of Aras. “At the same time, Digital Thread 

traceability is critical to understand design decisions and intent in warranty, regulatory and liability 

situations.” 
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Cross Discipline Collaboration, Coordination and Compliance  

Together IBM and Aras can help companies with the collaboration, coordination and compliance 

necessary to develop tomorrow’s next generation products today. Their offerings provide the basis for:  

 Continuous innovation through the IoT lifecycle 

 Traceability across configurations of hardware & embedded software 

 Ongoing product enhancement with design optimization based on IoT feedback loops 

The collaboration means enterprises have an industry leading alternative that: 

 Covers the entire scope for global product development, manufacturing and support 

 Embraces a truly open approach 

 Enables a rapid, iterative deployment approach 

 Connects to a wide variety of CAD, PDM, ERP and other enterprise systems 

 Can replace an existing PLM environment or overlay on top for new capabilities 

 Upgrades easily even when heavily customized 

 Runs on premise, in the cloud or hybrid 

 Minimizes disruption, cost and risk 

Click here to return to Contents 

Infosys Invests in Stellaris Venture Partners 

23 November 2016 

Infosys today announced that it has signed a definitive agreement to a Limited Partner investment of 

INR 31.6 crores from its Innovation Fund in Stellaris Venture Partners, an India-based early stage 

venture fund. This investment is towards the first close of Stellaris’ fund. 

India’s startup ecosystem is witnessing rapid growth led by areas such as cloud computing, Internet of 

Things (IoT), artificial intelligence and big data, as well as the widespread proliferation of smartphones. 

In this environment, Stellaris aims to back entrepreneurs building applications for global businesses, 

Indian SMBs and consumers in verticals such as financial services, retail, healthcare and education. 

Stellaris’ investment team has significant experience working in global technology companies and a 

strong track record in venture capital, with investments made in companies such as Taxisforsure and 

Bigbasket to name a few. Stellaris has built a robust network of successful entrepreneurs and advisors to 

source, evaluate and mentor the best Indian startups. 

“We believe Stellaris with their extensive operational and domain expertise in enterprise software and 

services in both India and US, is uniquely positioned to leverage India’s capital efficient talent pool, to 

harness the next wave of enterprise innovation in India. With this investment we look forward to gaining 

early access to innovative new companies in India that are inventing the future of enterprises globally,” 

said Ritika Suri, Executive Vice President & Global Head of Corporate Development & Ventures at 

Infosys. 

“India has a vibrant technology startup ecosystem today that has the potential to create breakthrough 
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companies on a global scale. We are very excited to partner with Infosys, whose deep technology 

expertise, understanding of global enterprises and worldwide footprint can be immensely valuable to the 

investment team as well as Stellaris’ portfolio companies,” said Alok Goyal, co-founder at Stellaris. 

The investment is expected to complete by December 15, 2016. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Morpheus Makes Its Technology Available to Channel Companies  

29 November 2016 

Morpheus, an infrastructure-agnostic cloud application management and orchestration platform, today 

announced that its world-class technology is now available to channel companies that want to drive 

more business and increase sales. Through the Morpheus Partner Program, channel partners can deliver 

Morpheus’ simple, yet extremely powerful, user interface directly to innovative enterprises and service 

providers. Morpheus’ vendor-agnostic approach eliminates cloud lock-in and allows organizations to 

easily manage distributed systems and applications across hybrid cloud environments. 

BigTec UK, a Morpheus partner and a value-added distributor for datacenter information, is part of the 

new program. BigTec’s focus is to help partners harness opportunities from new cloud architectures and 

virtualized datacenter functions. 

“Morpheus empowers IT directors to take control over their entire hybrid, multi-cloud environments, 

delivering complete visibility, management and analytics so that – for the first time – the circumstances 

of location, infrastructure and choice of hypervisor are irrelevant to driving value, business agility and 

good governance,” said Jason Dance, managing director at BigTec UK. “It’s a keystone at the top of our 

solution stack, because without it, capitalizing on the software-defined, virtual IT cloud revolution risks 

being an expensive and time-consuming management headache.” 

“Channel partners want more options to sell to their customers, and this is a great opportunity for them 

to expand their portfolio of solutions,” said Pete Beecher, President of Morpheus. “We’ve created an 

extensive partner program to ensure profitability and success for our partners, with dedicated resources 

for business planning, sales strategy, post-sales support and competitive intelligence. The program is a 

strategic imperative for Morpheus—our goal is to drive 100% of our sales through the channel.” 

O’Callaghan Capital (O’CC), a consulting firm with deep channel expertise, understands what it takes to 

run a successful partner program. “Morpheus has constructed a highly profitable program for channel 

partners, founded on best practices,” said David O’Callaghan, Founder of O’CC. “Morpheus can 

onboard and educate channel partners quickly and support them as they grow their capabilities—the 

programs will enable channel companies of all types to share in Morpheus’ success.” 

The Morpheus Partner Program focuses on three types of partnerships: 

 MRP – Morpheus Reseller Partner 

MRP focuses on companies who resell technology products into their target markets. They can 

sell Morpheus as a standalone solution or bundled with a variety of products and services to 

create solutions for clients. 

 MTP – Morpheus Technology Partner 

MTP is for larger organizations who will certify, co-sell, sell through, or embed/integrate the 

Morpheus solution into a larger combined solution. 
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 MSP – Morpheus Service Partner 

MSP is for companies who are primarily service providers and will bundle Morpheus into a 

larger services offering that is sold as a service. 

In addition, Morpheus has incentive programs in place to support partners. They include: Market 

Development Funds, the Morpheus Incentive Program, sales and technical training and certification, and 

the software they need to demo and support the Morpheus product. 

Click here to return to Contents 

PTC Achieves AWS IoT Competency Status 

29 November 2016 

PTC today announced that it has achieved Amazon Web Services (AWS) IoT Competency status. This 

designation recognizes PTC’s ThingWorx® Internet of Things platform, which enables organizations to 

create IoT applications and generate business value for a variety of use cases, including (though not 

limited to) intelligent factories, smart cities, energy, automotive, transportation, and healthcare. 

Achieving the AWS IoT Competency differentiates PTC as an AWS Partner Network (APN) member 

that has demonstrated relevant technical proficiency and proven customer success, delivering solutions 

seamlessly in the AWS Cloud environment. To receive the designation, APN Partners must possess deep 

expertise in the AWS platform and undergo an assessment of the security, performance, and reliability 

of their solutions. 

“PTC is proud to be one of the first APN partners to achieve AWS IoT Competency status,” said Kevin 

O’Brien, vice president of IoT partner sales, PTC. “The combined offering from ThingWorx and AWS 

delivers world-class ThingWorx IoT rapid application development, machine learning, and augmented 

reality with AWS IoT cloud services, global scale, and enhanced security. This enables customers to 

reduce the time, skill, and investment needed to create IoT applications and generate business value.” 

The AWS Cloud is enabling scalable, flexible, and cost-effective solutions from startups to global 

enterprises. To support the seamless integration and deployment of these solutions, AWS established the 

IoT Partner Competency Program to help customers identify Consulting and Technology APN Partners 

with deep industry experience and expertise. 

ThingWorx, the centerpiece of PTC's Internet of Things technology portfolio, is comprised of a rapid 

application development platform, connectivity, machine learning capabilities, augmented reality, and 

integration with leading device clouds, such as AWS. These capabilities combine to deliver a 

comprehensive IoT technology stack that enables companies to securely connect assets, quickly create 

applications, and innovate new ways to capture value. 

Click here to return to Contents 

SAP, Stratasys Accelerate Distributed Manufacturing Innovation Across Network of 3D Printing 

Labs 

17 November 2016 

SAP today announced it is establishing a global network of 3D printing co-innovation labs to educate 

and enable customers, employees and partners on the adoption of additive manufacturing as an integral 

part of the manufacturing production line. 
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Unveiled in conjunction with charter co-innovation partner Stratasys Ltd., this initiative builds on SAP’s 

more than 40 years of experience across the industry. Digital manufacturing and co-innovation sites are 

currently being rolled out across Paris, France; Johannesburg, South Africa; Walldorf, Germany; and 

Newtown Square, Pennsylvania, and Palo Alto, California, in the United States. 

“SAP and Stratasys share a common vision of the tremendous value distributed manufacturing brings to 

customers’ supply chains,” said Pat Carey, senior vice president, Sales, North America, Stratasys. 

“Harnessing this potential fully requires that 3D printing be seamlessly integrated with enterprise 

workflows for certification, planning, procurement and production. By participating in this initiative, it’s 

now possible to combine SAP’s leadership in these areas with our premier 3D printing solutions and 

services ecosystem. We look forward to further driving 3D printing adoption with these co-innovation 

customers.” 

The SAP Distributed Manufacturing application is intended to make 3D printing a valuable part of 

digital manufacturing by helping co-innovation customers and partners to transform the extended supply 

chain. Services related to SAP Distributed Manufacturing connect 3D printing to familiar business 

processes to help manufacturers achieve production and logistical cost savings and reduce complex 

supply chain issues. The new 3D printing co-innovation facilities offered by SAP will provide an 

interactive learning and design thinking environment. It enables SAP customers, partners and employees 

to further develop and test active business cases and applications of the latest distributed manufacturing 

technology. 

“Manufacturers and their suppliers and production partners increasingly recognize the potential of 3D 

printing in smart digital supply chain strategies that are optimized with unprecedented speed and 

efficiency,” said Hans Thalbauer, senior vice president, Extended Supply Chain and IoT, SAP. “SAP is 

fast building a co-innovation network with leaders like Stratasys that share our vision for making 

connected, real-time distributed manufacturing a reality for our customers.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Events News 

Bentley Systems to Co-sponsor EFCG Second Annual CIO Conference with Microsoft 

29 November 2016 

Bentley Systems, Incorporated today jointly announced with EFCG that it will co-sponsor with 

Microsoft the 2nd Annual EFCG CIO Conference. The conference will take place March 2-3, 2017, in 

New York City at the Harvard Club & New York Yacht Club. Participation in the conference is limited 

to 75 and is by invitation only. 

“EFCG is very excited to be teaming with Bentley Systems and Microsoft for our second CIO 

conference. Our inaugural conference was very successful last year, and we’re thrilled to bring the 15-

year history of the Global Summit for Leaders in Information Technology conference, developed by 

Bentley and Farkas Berkowitz, into our event. Our CIO attendees will benefit enormously from a forum 

that combines the knowledge and insights of Bentley Systems and Microsoft’s technology roadmap with 

EFCG’s industry-leading approach to profitably managing A/E/C firms,” said Paul Zofnass, president, 

EFCG. 

“Bentley Systems is pleased to team with EFCG on this event and to jointly explore information 
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technology challenges that are unique to the firms who engineer and construct infrastructure globally. 

BIM advancements and 'going digital' strategies have the potential to favorably transform A/E/C 

business performance when empowered by technology leadership,” said Greg Bentley, CEO, Bentley 

Systems. 

“Microsoft has a longstanding relationship with Bentley Systems,” said Steve Guggenheimer, corporate 

vice president and chief evangelist, Microsoft Corp. “Through the use of Microsoft Azure, we are 

advancing the way architects, engineers, surveyors, contractors, and their supply chains are designing, 

operating, and maintaining the world’s infrastructure. CIOs are faced with many challenges and 

complexities around information technology for engineering and construction including connecting 

users, enabling better collaboration between project teams, and asset management. Co-sponsoring the 

EFCG CIO Summit with Bentley Systems is a natural fit and enables us both to help move the industry 

forward.” 

For 15 years, Bentley Systems was the prime sponsor of The Global Summit for Leaders in Information 

Technology, hosted by Farkas Berkowitz & Company. That event, which had been highly valued by 

CIOs of large engineering and construction firms, is coming to a close with the well-earned retirement 

of its managing director, Alan Farkas, of Farkas Berkowitz. 

“As Bentley Systems’ partner in holding the Global IT Summit over the last 15 years, I had a ringside 

seat on the increasingly important contributions that information technology is making to the 

engineering and construction industry. IT is slowly but surely transforming our industry and, as it does, 

CIOs and CTOs are increasingly playing more strategic roles at their firms. The Global IT Summit 

sought to advance this cause, and I am delighted to know that these efforts will continue with the new 

partnership between Bentley Systems and EFCG,” said Alan Farkas. 

Greg Bentley continued, “Alan Farkas’s leadership and commitment to The Global Summit for Leaders 

in Information Technology conference over the many years was invaluable to Bentley Systems and to 

members of the A/E/C community who attended the conference. I want to express my gratitude for all 

that Alan did to make the conference the success that it has been. We now look forward to working with 

EFCG, and our co-sponsor Microsoft, to continue to provide a forum for CIOs to share best practices 

and to explore the business implications of technology advancements in the A/E/C world.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Global Sustain Presents the Yearbook 2015/16 Circular Economy Event in Brussels 

28 November 2016 

Global Sustain proudly presents the Yearbook 2015/16 “Sustainable Consumption and Production: 

Towards a Circular Economy” at a special event in Brussels, on December 7. The presentation will take 

place between 17:00-19:00, at the Conference Room, Renewable Energy House (Rue d’ Arlon 63-67, B-

1040 Brussels), in collaboration with Revolve Media. 

Among speakers will be; Michael Spanos, Managing Director, Global Sustain, Vanya Veras, Secretary 

General, Municipal Waste Europe, Dr. Janez Potočnik, Co-chair, International Resource Panel, Tom 

Schalenbourg, Sustainable Development Director, Toyota Material Handling Europe and Marion 

Courtois, Business Engineer & Circular Economy Senior Expert, ACR+. 

During the event, the Yearbook 2016/17 “The Energy (R)evolution” will be announced. The 

presentation will be attended by business leaders, academia, top experts and other stakeholders. 

file:///C:/Users/Jillian%20Hayes/Documents/Newsletter%202016/DAILY/1December%202016.doc%23Contents
file:///C:/Users/Jillian%20Hayes/Documents/Newsletter%202016/DAILY/1December%202016.doc%23Contents


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 22 

Agenda 

16:45-17:00 Registrations  

17:00-17:15 Michael Spanos, Managing Director, Global Sustain 

17:15-17:30 Vanya Veras, Secretary General, Municipal Waste Europe 

17:30-17:45 Dr. Janez Potočnik, Co-chair, International Resource Panel 

17:45-18:00 Tom Schalenbourg, Director Sustainable Development, Toyota Material Handling Europe 

18:00-18:15 Marion Courtois, Business Engineer & Circular Economy Senior Expert, ACR+ 

18:15-18:30 Discussion 

18:30-19:00 Networking cocktail 

RSVP. Tel.: +30 210 927 1110-18 / E-mail: ilektra.liberopoulou@globalsustain.org 

Click here to return to Contents 

Lectra Event Brings Furniture Manufacturers from 16 Countries to Explore Fresh Perspectives  

29 November 2016 

Lectra brought together more than 90 furniture manufacturers and industry experts at their annual 

seminar dedicated to the furniture industry. Taking place at Lectra`s International Advanced Technology 

and Conference center in Bordeaux-Cestas, France, the event was devoted to sharing insights on 

innovations to get ahead of the competition. 

The two-day event encouraged manufacturers of upholstered furniture to think about their activities 

from a different perspective. In the face of growing competition and tighter manufacturing deadlines, 

participants delved into consumer and design trends, as well as technologies and processes, which 

enable them to stand out from the crowd. 

"Four major trends are having an extensive impact on the industry," underlined Edouard Macquin, sales 

director, Lectra. "The Millenials generation and their new ways of consuming; growing digitalization in 

companies; the Industry 4.0 revolution; and the transformation of the Chinese market." Environmental 

and societal changes are also impacting the evolution of consumer habits, explained Pierre Villeneuve, 

co-founder of consultancy firm HxLab. 

The building blocks for Industry 4.0 are operational today and only need to be optimized in order to 

improve performance in factories. Lectra`s value proposition already includes major technological 4.0 

elements, and is pursuing their integration in 3D, mobility, Internet of Things, the cloud and user 

experience. 

Customer testimonials at the event illustrated advances made in digitalizing processes for furniture 

manufacturing. High-end Italian furniture manufacturer B&B Italia, a Lectra customer for 20 years, "has 

the objective to make products with superior design using an industrial approach," announced Marco 

Piantoni, director of the factory. "The human touch is essential for us, and it must be supported through 

the use of cutting-edge technologies," added Federico Busnelli, R&D. 

Polish manufacturer DFM, that has recently automated production with Lectra, explained the company`s 

approach. "Customer satisfaction is key to our success. In order to guarantee it, we have invested in the 

best solutions for the cutting room which will enable long term gains. Working with Lectra gives us 
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access to innovations that we need,"underlined Krzysztof Szlachtowicz, CEO, DFM. 

In a series of workshops, participants examined industrial best practices and shared their experiences in 

digitalizing: product development; the cutting room for leather and textiles; the running of processes. 

Optimizing these elements reduces production costs and delivers material gains while increased 

efficiency accelerates the roll-out of products onto the market. 

"Smart factories will revolutionize how furniture is produced thanks to a better control of costs and 

quality," concluded Céline Choussy Bedouet, Chief Marketing and Communications Officer, 

Lectra. "Lectra integrates technologies, notably those based on data analysis, with its solutions in order 

to support manufacturers: better prepared for changes on the horizon, they can seize opportunities in 

Industry 4.0." 

Click here to return to Contents 

Theorem Solutions Joins Forces with Members of the 3D PDF Consortium for DMC 2016 

23 November 2016 

We are delighted to be partnering up with other member companies of the 3D PDF Consortium on booth 

#438 at 2016’s Defense Manufacturing Conference (DMC). 

The event takes place on 11/28/2016- 12/01/2016 in Denver, Colorado, USA and brings together leaders 

from government, industry, and academia to exchange perspectives and information about critical 

Department of Defense (DoD) manufacturing technologies. The focus is on the production and 

sustainability of affordable defense systems. 

Alongside the other 3D PDF Consortium members, we will be showcasing 3D PDF, the many features 

and benefits of 3D PDF and how it is revolutionising the way that CAD data can be shared within an 

organisation and up and down the wider supply chain. 

Publishing to 3D PDF from native CAD and Visualization data supports the processing of Model Based 

Definition (MBD) information. 3D annotations, dimensions (PMI/FTA/GD&T), assembly structure, 

geometry, views, and attribute data (where available) are published to the 3D PDF document at the point 

of creation helping to streamline the design and manufacturing process into a paper free digital process. 

3D PDF lets you share any interactive 3D model with anyone in the world without the requirement for 

CAD viewing software. 3D PDF solutions enable the creation of documents enriched with interactive 

3D content directly from native CAD applications into the PDF format. 

Jerry McFeeters, Executive Director of the 3D PDF Consortium, will present an overview of the 3DPDF 

Consortium and how it can be applied to defense manufacturing technologies. 

This is the premier national forum for presenting and discussing initiatives aimed at addressing 

enhanced defense and related national manufacturing capabilities and requirements. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Financial News 

Autodesk Reports Strong Third Quarter Results 

29 November 2016 
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Autodesk, Inc. today reported financial results for the third quarter of fiscal 2017. 

Third Quarter Fiscal 2017 

 New model subscriptions increased 168,000 from the second quarter of fiscal 2017 to 861,000. 

 Total subscriptions increased 134,000 from the second quarter of fiscal 2017 to 2.95 million at 

the end of the third quarter and include approximately 13,000 maintenance subscriptions related 

to the recent acquisition of Solid Angle. 

 New model annualized recurring revenue (ARR) was $414 million and increased 88 percent 

compared to the third quarter last year as reported, and 91 percent on a constant currency basis. 

 Total ARR was $1.50 billion, an increase of 11 percent compared to the third quarter last year as 

reported, and 15 percent on a constant currency basis. 

 Deferred revenue increased 26 percent to $1.53 billion, compared to $1.21 billion in the third 

quarter last year. 

 Revenue was $490 million, a decrease of 18 percent compared to the third quarter last year as 

reported, and 16 percent on a constant currency basis. During Autodesk's business model 

transition, revenue is negatively impacted as more revenue is recognized ratably rather than up 

front and as new offerings generally have a lower initial purchase price. 

 Total GAAP spend (cost of revenue plus operating expenses) was $610 million, a decrease of 1 

percent compared to the third quarter last year. GAAP spend includes a charge of $3 million for 

a previously announced restructuring and other facility exit costs. 

 Total non-GAAP spend was $533 million, a decrease of 2 percent compared to the third quarter 

last year. A reconciliation of GAAP to non-GAAP results is provided in the accompanying 

tables. 

 GAAP diluted net loss per share was $(0.64). GAAP diluted net loss per share was $(0.19) in the 

third quarter last year. 

 Non-GAAP diluted net loss per share was $(0.18), compared to non-GAAP diluted net income 

per share of $0.14 in the third quarter last year. 

"We are pleased with our results for the quarter, which were driven by strong growth in product 

subscription," said Carl Bass, Autodesk president and CEO. "This was the first quarter of selling only 

subscriptions, a significant milestone in our business model transition. We also had a record-breaking 

quarter for cloud subscription additions, driven by continued momentum of BIM 360 and Fusion 360. 

Coupled with diligent cost control, we continue to progress steadily to our fiscal year 2020 goals." 

Third Quarter Operational Overview 

"We experienced robust demand in the third quarter building on the momentum of a very strong second 

quarter," said Scott Herren, Autodesk Chief Financial Officer. "Record new model subscription 

additions and continued cost control contributed to our better than expected third quarter results and 

demonstrates solid progress on the business model transition." 

New model subscriptions (product, enterprise flexible license, and cloud subscription) were 861,000, a 

net increase of 168,000 from the second quarter of fiscal 2017. The increase in new model subscriptions 

was led by product subscriptions. Maintenance subscriptions were 2.09 million, a net decrease of 34,000 
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from the second quarter of fiscal 2017 and include the addition of 13,000 maintenance subscriptions 

associated with the March 2016 acquisition of Solid Angle. Total subscriptions were 2.95 million, a net 

increase of 134,000 from the second quarter of fiscal 2017. 

New model ARR was $414 million and increased 88 percent compared to the third quarter last year as 

reported, and 91 percent on a constant currency basis. Maintenance ARR was $1.08 billion and 

decreased 4 percent compared to the third quarter last year as reported, and was flat on a constant 

currency basis. Total ARR for the third quarter increased 11 percent to $1.50 billion compared to the 

third quarter last year as reported, and 15 percent on a constant currency basis. Total ARR growth was 

impacted by the allocation of existing marketing development funds (MDF) this quarter. MDF is 

recorded as contra revenue and historically was predominantly allocated against license revenue. With 

the end of sale of perpetual licenses, MDF is now allocated against recurring revenue, negatively 

impacting new model ARR growth by 6 percentage points, maintenance ARR growth by 2 percentage 

points, and total ARR growth by 3 percentage points. 

Total recurring revenue in the third quarter was 76 percent of total revenue compared to 56 percent of 

total revenue in the third quarter last year. 

As a reminder, during the business model transition, revenue has been and will be negatively impacted 

as more revenue is recognized ratably rather than up front and as new product offerings generally have a 

lower initial purchase price. As part of the business model transition, Autodesk discontinued new 

perpetual license sales for most individual products at the end of the fourth quarter of fiscal 2016 and for 

suites at the end of the second quarter of fiscal 2017. 

Revenue in the Americas was $213 million, a decrease of 10 percent compared to the third quarter last 

year as reported, and 9 percent on a constant currency basis. Revenue in EMEA was $191 million, a 

decrease of 15 percent compared to the third quarter last year as reported, and 9 percent on a constant 

currency basis. Revenue in APAC was $85 million, a decrease of 39 percent compared to the third 

quarter last year as reported, and 38 percent on a constant currency basis. 

Revenue from our Architecture, Engineering and Construction (AEC) product family was $212 million, 

a decrease of 6 percent compared to the third quarter last year. Revenue from our Manufacturing product 

family was $147 million, a decrease of 16 percent compared to the third quarter last year. Combined 

revenue from AutoCAD and AutoCAD LT was $80 million, a decrease of 44 percent compared to the 

third quarter last year. Revenue from our Media and Entertainment (M&E) product family was $34 

million, a decrease of 13 percent compared to the third quarter last year. 

Click here to return to Contents 

ESI Group: Nine-Month 2016 Sales Up 18.7% 

23 November 2016 

Alain de Rouvray, Chairman and CEO, comments: "The sustained and balanced growth in sales, 

particularly active on our first nine months of the fiscal year, reflects the enthusiastic take-up of our 

‘Immersive Virtual Prototyping’ solutions by our international partners and industrial customers. The 

momentum in our Licensing business is reflected in the very good performance of two key indicators: 

Repeat rate and New Business ratio. The increase in Licenses revenues has been especially marked in 

Asia, a region at the cutting-edge of innovation where ESI is standing out strongly versus the standard 

PLM (Product Lifecycle Management) offering. Continued growth in high value-added Services, which 

support the challenging methodological transformation towards ‘Industry 4.0’, confirms the recent 

file:///C:/Users/Jillian%20Hayes/Documents/Newsletter%202016/DAILY/30November2016.doc%23Contents
file:///C:/Users/Jillian%20Hayes/Documents/Newsletter%202016/DAILY/30November2016.doc%23Contents


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 26 

trends of previous quarters. This growth reflects the transition towards the ‘smart factory’ that will 

enable industrials to meet head-on the current economic challenges linked to the imperative to innovate 

while facing increasing international competition. 

In view of our present business indicators, calculated both on current and organic Group structures, we 

are confident in the short and medium term outlook of our business. Indeed, ESI’s PPL (Product 

Performance Lifecycle) solutions provide a disruptive "transformational" approach which goes way 

beyond the traditional PLM focus of the incumbent market offering, mostly limited to providing an 

information backbone for the product development phase. On the contrary ESI’s PPL solutions address 

the complete lifecycle of an industrial product by including the modeling variations of its prospective 

operational life, from launch and commissioning up to final withdrawal from service, while accounting 

for faults, wear out and maintenance steps, and including assisted piloting options. This unique and 

recently expanded offer, supported by two global and prestigious recent partnerships, rightly appears 

fully aligned with the strategic and global challenges of the ‘industry of the future’ and of its connected 

objects and ‘smart’ autonomous products. 

Sales for the 3rd quarter 

Sales for the 3rd quarter increased markedly; up 25.7% year upon year to €26.9 million. Acquisition-

related revenue totaled €1.9 million and mainly comprised sales from ESI ITI GmbH which was 

acquired in January 2016. Strength in sales in Asia was amplified by the shift of approximately €1.4m of 

recurrent business from Q4 to Q3. There was also a positive currency effect of €1.1 million during 

period, mostly related to the appreciation of the Yen against the Euro. 

Sales from the Licenses business came in at €19.5 million, a jump of 30.5% at current exchange rates, 

on the back of good performances in terms of both New and Repeat Business, especially in the Asia-

Pacific region. 

Revenue from Services grew by 14.6% at current exchange rates to €7.4 million. 

Nine-month sales 

Nine-month 2016 sales rose by 18.7% at current exchange rates to €82.8 million when compared to first 

nine-months of 2015, mainly due to the favorable impacts described earlier. Specifically, we saw 

contribution of acquisitions, particularly ESI ITI GmbH (+€3.1 million), a positive currency effect of 

€1.8 million related to the appreciation of the Yen against the Euro, and revenue from the contract in 

Asia that was booked earlier in the year (+€1.4 million). 

The product mix shifted slightly towards the Licensing business, which now accounts for 72.0% of total 

revenue compared with 71.1% in the same period last year. 

Very strong growth in Licensing business 

Revenue from Licenses surged 20.2% year-on-year to €59.7 million and performance indicators 

reflected well-balanced growth throughout the business. New Business contributed 22.4% of total 

revenue from Licenses (versus 21.6% for the first nine months of 2015). The Repeat Business rate 

remained very high at 90.2% (or 84.8% at constant exchange rates after adjusting for the shifted contract 

in Asia, comparable to 85.4% last year) reflecting the sharp increase in recurring revenue from the 

installed base. 

Services: solid growth in Engineering Studies 

The Services business reported a solid 15.2% increase in sales to €23.2 million. This fine performance, 
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amplified by recent acquisitions, reflected an 18.0% growth in the Engineering Studies which are ESI's 

core business and a 35.5% growth of co-creation and methodological transformational projects, over the 

period and at current rates. 

Geographic mix: sharp increase in Asia 

Asia had an outstanding nine months, accounting for 45.7% of total revenue, compared to 41.4% last 

year. In contrast the contribution of the Americas region stood at 16.0% versus the 20.0% achieved with 

the exceptional performance last year. Europe's contribution remained stable, representing 38.3% vs. 

38.6% last year. 

The BRIC countries accounted for 12.9% of total revenue for the period, negatively impacted by the 

tough economic situation in Brazil and Russia that more than offset strong performances in China and 

India. 

Strengthening of the global ecosystem and extension of Product Performance Lifecycle 

ESI continues to grow its global ecosystem. Following the signature of a strategic partnership with 

Huawei, the Chinese and global ICT (Information and Communication Technologies) heavyweight, ESI 

has signed a new strategic partnership with Xerox’s flagship company PARC (Palo Alto Research 

Center), based in Silicon Valley from where it supplies customized R&D solutions to major US 

contractors and government agencies. This partnership is focused on expanding and commercializing 

PARC’s Fault Augmented Model Extension (FAME) methodology, initiated in liaison with DARPA 

(Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency). The goal is to have full control over the complete 

lifecycle of industrial products, factoring in the uncertainties and potential hazards when the product is 

in users’ hands and addressing the important challenges of predictive and condition-based maintenance. 

These two prestigious new global partnerships are a major boost to ESI’s international development 

strategy. By clearly targeting the inexorable transformation of standard PLM, which offers design and 

certification solutions based around descriptions that are limited essentially to the geometric and 

functional aspects of industrial products, ESI’s new PPL solutions offer a general and predictive 

overview of product performance over the entire life of a product once brought to market. The 

“disruptive” change promised by the transition from PLM to PPL, the fruit of 30 years of targeted 

innovation strategy and many international partnerships, has now been made possible by detailed and 

realistic modeling of the physics of materials, manufacturing processes, performance management, and 

now addresses connected, smart and autonomous products. 

Click here to read the full report. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Jama Software Announces Strong H1 Results  

17 November 2016 

Today, Jama Software -- a product-development solution for companies building complex hardware, 

software and integrated systems -- announced strong revenue results for the first half of its fiscal year. 

With an increase in year-over-year subscription revenue of 90% and over 100 new and expansion 

customer wins, the company enters the second half of its fiscal year positioned for continued growth. 

"Nearly every company on the planet is racing to build software and connectivity into their products," 

said Scott Roth, CEO at Jama Software. "Our business acceleration in the first half of this year reflects 

http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20161123005612/en/ESI-Group%C2%A0Nine-month-2016-Sales-18.7
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the need for product development teams to have a flexible and comprehensive software platform to 

manage an increasingly complex process. We're excited to help even more companies innovate faster 

and drive further acceleration for Jama in the market." 

Jama demonstrated strong growth in key verticals: aerospace and defense, medical device, automotive, 

semiconductor and consumer electronics. Notable customer wins include Alere, Levant Power, Lucid 

Motors, Spaceflight Industries, Honeybee Robotics, Gogo and Quanergy Systems. Many Jama 

customers are subject to regulation and compliance standards, which the company has responded to by 

achieving ISO26262 "fit for purpose" certification and introducing the Jama Functional Safety 

Validation Toolkit. 

"As our business has grown, so has the complexity of our work. We chose Jama to help us manage our 

product development process and ensure that we deliver the world's most advanced robotic systems," 

said Kiel Davis, president of Honeybee Robotics. "Staying aligned and managing complexity are our top 

priorities and are critical to us being a leader in our category." 

Jama has announced a steady cadence of product updates and partnerships since the beginning of its 

fiscal year in May. The company released its REST API for general availability and a major update to its 

flagship product, Jama 8, which introduced real-time traceability features and the option to deploy 

Jama's hosted experience behind a firewall with a container-based delivery model. Earlier this year Jama 

launched its Partner Alliance Program, which expands availability of the Jama solution and extends the 

capabilities of the platform to better meet customer needs. The Alliance continues to add new members 

each month and recently announced the additions of model-based systems engineering tools No Magic 

and Intercax, and test automation tool TraceTronic. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Implementation Investments 

ON Running Chooses Centric Software’s Field Testing Mobile App 

29 November 2016 

ON, an award-winning running shoe company from Switzerland, has chosen Centric Software’s Field 

Testing mobile app to drive product innovation and performance. Centric’s Field Testing app, much like 

ON, is a new innovation and is unique on the market; it was designed to help apparel, footwear and 

outdoor companies both track the usage and performance of prototypes and samples of clothing, 

footwear and hard goods. The Field Testing app works seamlessly with Centric’s PLM platform or can 

also be used as a stand-alone solution. 

Founded in Zurich in 2010, ON engineers, designs and delivers unique running shoes that offer both a 

cushioned landing and a firm take off. Inspired by three-time World Duathlon Champion and Ironman 

winner Olivier Bernhard and friends Caspar Coppetti and David Allemann, the brand provides the 

ultimate running experience for its customers offering running shoes that provide a unique combination 

of comfort and speed. 

With the shoe now available in over 2’400 specialist running stores in over 50 countries and additional 

entities in the U.S. in Portland, Oregon and Yokohama in Japan ON is experiencing incredible growth 

and was looking for an innovative way to optimize their field testing process to ensure only the best 

quality products reach market. 
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ON initially contacted Centric in July 2016 as they experienced the need to capture feedback from 

athletes, brand ambassadors and other product testers while out in the field. 

“Centric’s Field Testing App will help us to manage the increased complexity in our business and 

streamline our testing process and collaboration with some of the world’s greatest athletes, who are 

working together with us to create the best product possible,” said Olivier Bernhard, company owner 

and founder of ON. 

“It is an honor to partner with such an exciting and revolutionary company and to help them continue to 

innovate the running scene,” says Chris Groves, President and CEO of Centric Software, “We look 

forward to working with ON for many years to come.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

The VELUX Group to Drive Smart Product Innovation with Implementation of PTC Windchill 

Across the Enterprise 

1 December 2016 

PTC today announced the VELUX Group, an international leader in roof windows and skylights, has 

selected the PTC Windchill® enterprise platform for its global product development. The VELUX 

Group employs 9,500 people, with sales and manufacturing operations in over 40 countries. The 

strategic adoption of PTC's product lifecycle management (PLM) solution will enable the company to 

drive smart product innovation and quality and increase profit margins, while delivering the right price 

to the customer. 

For more than 75 years, the VELUX Group has created better living environments for people around the 

world. They design and manufacture a wide variety of products that bring daylight and fresh air through 

the roof, sun screening, and shutters. 

The VELUX Group wanted to further expand its strong competitive advantage in the market and 

continue on its Digital Engineering journey. "During the past eight years, Windchill has enhanced 

productivity and innovation in our Accessories Division," said Bjarke Nielsen, PLM manager, 

the VELUX Group. "Using the solution across the enterprise will provide us with an intelligent 

workflow that automates certain routine tasks, enabling us to achieve the highest levels of quality and 

consistency, whilst driving continued new and innovative product offerings." 

"Globally dispersed development teams, such as those supporting the VELUX Group, realize the critical 

importance of having a single, integral technology platform for product development to enable them to 

outperform time-to-market objectives," said Kevin Wrenn, divisional general manager, PLM segment, 

PTC. "The VELUX Group has standardized on PTC's PLM solution, including a complete bill of 

materials solution, to optimize its product development processes through closed-loop lifecycle 

management. We look forward to helping this market leader continue to realize the full value of its 

strategic initiatives." 

Click here to return to Contents 

Robotized Chooses ModuleWorks  

28 November 2016 

To extend its solutions portfolio, Robotized has chosen ModuleWorks software components for Laser-

Aided Manufacturing. 
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The ModuleWorks Laser-Aided Manufacturing components offer automated toolpath calculation, 

trimming and collision avoidance for single layer and multi-layer applications. The user interface is easy 

to use and the high degree of automation means that toolpath parameters are calculated and set 

automatically by the software, which speeds up the manufacturing process and improves the quality of 

the finished product. Intelligent features such as 3D smart protection for containment curves and drive 

curves as well as automatic 5-Axis tool inclination further optimize performance and accuracy. 

ModuleWorks and Robotized worked together to develop the features based on the needs of end users. 

ModuleWorks and Robotized have enjoyed a successful partnership since Robotized was formed in 

2014. As Norbert Krach, Managing Director of Robotized explains “Because of our already successful 

cooperation, ModuleWorks components were the obvious choice for our Laser-Aided Manufacturing 

solution. Flexible and fast integration of the components enables us to offer industry-leading, cost-

effective turn-key solutions for Laser-Aided Manufacturing that give our customers a competitive 

advantage.” 

Yavuz Murtezaoglu, Managing Director of ModuleWorks adds, “The Laser-Aided Manufacturing 

components bring the benefits of our proven core technology to yet another application area and it is 

very rewarding to contribute to the growing success of our partners.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Product News 

Dell EMC Expands High Performance Computing Portfolio with Advances in Cloud, Software and 

Systems 

15 November 2016 

Dell EMC today announced new high performance computing (HPC) cloud offerings, software, systems 

and customer success, continuing its focus on democratizing HPC for enterprises of all sizes, optimizing 

HPC technology innovations and advancing the HPC community. 

 

As a global leader in high performance computing, Dell EMC continues to bring HPC capabilities to 

mainstream enterprises, announcing today: 

 

·         The Dell EMC HPC System for Life Sciences will be available with the PowerEdge C6320p 

Server with the Intel® Xeon Phi™ processor by early Q1 2017. This accelerates results for 

bioinformatics centers to identify treatments in clinically relevant timeframes while protecting 

confidential data. 

 

·         New cloud bursting services from Cycle Computing, enabling cloud orchestration and 

management, connecting to the three largest public cloud services including Azure, AWS and Google. 

This allows customers of all sizes to most efficiently utilize their on-premises systems while seamlessly 

providing access to the vast resources of the public cloud for HPC needs. 

 

·         Dell EMC will offer customers the Intel® HPC Orchestrator this quarter to help simplify the 

installation, management and ongoing maintenance of high-performance computing systems. Intel® 

HPC Orchestrator, based on the OpenHPC open source project, can help accelerate customers’ time to 

results and value in their HPC deployments. 
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Optimizing HPC Portfolio for Performance and Efficiency 

 

Dell EMC offers a robust portfolio optimized for HPC, available all in one place. New examples of 

innovative HPC technology being demonstrated at SC16 this week include: 

 

·         Dell EMC PowerEdge C4130 and R730 servers are now available with NVIDIA® Tesla™ 

P100 accelerators, designed to boost throughput and save money for HPC and hyperscale data centers, 

advancing intensive deep learning applications and applying artificial intelligence techniques to drive 

advances in science. 

 

·         The University of Pisa is using the Dell EMC PowerEdge C4130 servers, with NVIDIA Tesla 

P100 accelerators and NVIDIA Deep Learning GPU Training System (DIGITS), for deep learning of 

DNA sequencing. 

 

·         Additions of Dell EMC Isilon, DSSD, ScaleIO and Elastic Cloud Storage (ECS) to the expanded 

HPC portfolio to further accelerate storage and cloud capabilities for HPC customers. 

 

Advancing the HPC Community, Enabling Customers to Accelerate Pace of Innovation 

 

MIT Lincoln Laboratory Supercomputing Center (LLSC) has selected Dell EMC to install a 648-node 

HPC system through the Dell EMC and Intel early access program for the Intel® Xeon Phi™ processor. 

LLSC’s new “TX-Green” system, one of the largest of its kind on the US East Coast, exceeds one 

petaflop and has provided the center with a 4X computing capacity boost.  

 

The new HPC system provides the LLSC’s researchers and collaborators a dramatic increase in 

its interactive, on-demand HPC and big data capabilities to enable research in fields such as space 

observations, robotic vehicles, cyber security, machine learning, sensor processing, electronic 

devices, bioinformatics, and air traffic control. 

 

Peking University has selected Dell EMC to install two HPC clusters to further cryo-electron 

microscopy (cryo-EM) cooperative research with Harvard University. These clusters, with 144 nodes 

and approximately two petabytes of storage with Intel EE Lustre, will enable university researchers to 

map the three-dimensional structure of biological macromolecules to design inhibitors and develop new 

drugs to treat or cure patients of cancer and other diseases. 

 

Jim Ganthier, senior vice president, Validated Solutions and HPC Organization, Dell EMC, said “Dell 

EMC is uniquely capable of breaking through the barriers of data-centric HPC and navigating new and 

varied workloads that are converging with big data and cloud. We are collaborating with the HPC 

community, including our customers, to advance and optimize HPC innovations while making these 

capabilities easily accessible and deployable for organizations and businesses of all sizes.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Dell Unveils Secure Lifecycle: Next-Generation Data Protection for the Entire Data Lifecycle 

15 November 2016 
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Dell Inc. announced the release of Dell Data Protection | Secure Lifecycle, the next-generation data 

protection solution to protect business data wherever they travel. The latest addition to the Dell Data 

Security Solutions portfolio, Secure Lifecycle protect critical business data at all stages of the lifecycle – 

at rest, in motion, and in use – whether inside or outside of a network. It also provides the ability to 

define access rights at a granular level, giving IT leaders the authority to restrict individual file access 

rights only to those that ‘need to know.’ 

Secure Lifecycle combines multiple functionalities into an integrated solution: data encryption, file 

access monitoring, DLP (data leakage prevention) and DRM (digital rights management), to provide 

data protection with a single console. Existing solutions address only elements of data security and are 

unable to protect data that leave an organization’s environment. Among its most important capabilities is 

delivering visibility into where data are, regardless of where they have moved. It provides ubiquitous 

coverage across devices and operating systems, safeguarding files on external storage such as USB keys 

and major public cloud services, as well as on iOS and Android smartphones and tablets via a secure file 

container. 

“In the modern work environment, data travel between people and devices. Securing and encrypting 

these data, not just at rest, but in motion and in use, has become critical to maintaining integrity and 

control,” said Brett Hansen, vice president, Dell Endpoint Data Security and Management. “Dell Data 

Protection | Secure Lifecycle protects data at all stages of the lifecycle and provides the visibility and 

confidence for organizations to embrace the mobile workforce—securely.” 

The majority of today’s organizations recognize the importance of a robust cybersecurity program. Yet 

many struggle to maintain visibility into how often and from where outside actors are accessing their 

data, as well as understand how their current policies may be limiting productivity or exposing potential 

threats. The average company has up to 89 third-party vendors accessing their company’s network each 

week, with each outside access bringing individual risks to data not properly protected.[1] In addition, 

the recent Dell Data Security Survey shows that 80 percent of midsize organizations are concerned 

about uploading files to popular public cloud platforms. 

Dell Data Protection | Secure Lifecycle provides a heightened level of encryption, which matches the 

realities of the modern workplace by providing: 

 Full visibility: Organizations can understand where and how critical business information is 

being used, leaked or lost. IT departments can access reports and sophisticated metadata to 

triangulate more accurately if and when nefarious behavior occurs. The console gives visibility 

into other files that were shared with the suspected bad actor, and by which employee, reducing 

the time it takes to uncover potential violations. 

 Granular policy controls: Through comprehensive digital rights functionality, IT departments can 

enact more granular management over their data for better control of how documents are being 

viewed and even set individual rights for different users viewing the same document. This equips 

organizations to manage exactly who can read, edit, print or share data, as well as set embargoes 

and expiry times over when the data are permissible to view. The management console also 

allows for rights to be revoked, immediately removing the ability of a specified person to open 

the file. 

 Protection of Microsoft Office files: Transparent encryption policies protect data in motion 

across PCs, smartphones and tablet devices. At the same time, shared data are secure across 

common collaborative tools such as Box and Dropbox. The solution also ensures all Word, Excel 
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and PowerPoint files are fully encrypted while in motion and in use, providing businesses with 

continuous security for their most valuable data. 

 Easy use across all devices: The solution allows employees to download secure mobile 

protection from their app store, enhancing manageability for IT departments. Further, office 

plug-ins run seamlessly with Microsoft Office 2010 and upward, allowing for improved 

collaboration with colleagues outside an organization. 

Availability 

Dell Data Protection | Secure Lifecycle will be available Dec. 1, 2016, in the United States and select 

countries. 

Click here to return to Contents 

ESI Group Releases the Latest Version of System Modeling Solution, SimulationX 3.8 

21 November 2016 

ESI Group announces the latest version of SimulationX. Strengthening ESI’s portfolio, since the 

acquisition of German company ITI GmbH at the beginning of this year, SimulationX is an industry-

proven software platform for dynamic multiphysics system simulation, customizable to the specific 

needs of diverse industries. The latest version of SimulationX (3.8) delivers significant enhancements 

and additional features for the simulation of drive systems, electromechanics, hydraulics, mechanics and 

pneumatics in various industries including transportation, energy, industrial and mobile machinery, as 

well as mining. Furthermore, completely new functionalities facilitate applications in the development 

of tomorrow’s biomedical sector and smart, green cities. 

Supporting the open-source modeling language Modelica®, ESI’s SimulationX stands out through its 

flexible, easy-to-use and open architecture. The comprehensive nature of its integrated libraries of 

realistic physical models has helped establish SimulationX as the indisputable reference in a variety of 

industrial fields where the intersection of physics disciplines (including mechanics, electronics, controls) 

is increasingly advanced (e.g. electric or hybrid powertrain applications). Today, SimulationX is used by 

over 700 customers from every industrial sector in 27 countries. 

IAV, one of the world's leading automotive engineering service providers, uses system simulation to 

optimize powertrain and vehicle performance. 

“We achieve continuous optimization of our internal development processes and timeframes by 

effectively using SimulationX.  We are looking forward to the variety of new features and enhancements 

in the new version 3.8,” says Dr. Bernd Findeisen, Manager CAE/Test at IAV GmbH. 

Among the important enhancements brought by SimulationX 3.8, users from various industries, 

particularly those addressing mobile and industrial machinery as well as subsea and oil & gas 

applications, benefit for instance from detailed and convenient simulation of complex three dimensional 

rope and belt drives. The new, dedicated model library with pulleys, drums and belts/ropes enables the 

fast and efficient set-up of detailed models to evaluate all interactions between belt or rope, input, output 

and controls and to determine forces and torques. Also mechanical engineers in the energy, machinery 

and automotive sector now benefit from readily available dedicated circuit model elements, to integrate 

them in models of their machinery. Consequently they can achieve efficient simulation and detailed 

analysis without the need for detailed knowledge of electrical and controls engineering. Broader 

functionalities have been added, for example to model and simulate detents, closing devices, disk cam 
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mechanisms, indexers as well as dog clutches in manual transmissions in an easy and comfortable way. 

Finally, the new model library “Hydraulic Brake Systems” assists engineers in the automotive industry 

to ensure both safety and comfort during braking maneuvers for cars and motorbikes (including 

influences of ABS and ESP); ultimately speeding up the development processes of brake systems. 

The new SimulationX 3.8 “Microfluidics” library provides comprehensive model elements to efficiently 

model, simulate and analyze the physiological flow behavior through various organs in an artificial 

microcirculatory system. Researchers and engineers in the healthcare sector can now simulate the fluid 

system in a more efficient way, accelerating the development of diagnostic equipment such as 

microfluidic cell culture and lab-on-a-chip systems. System modeling enables the pharmaceutical and 

cosmetic industries to reduce animal testing, while cutting down development cost and times. Thanks to 

the state-of-the-art “Non-Newtonian Fluids” library, engineers and scientists can also obtain reliable 

information about the behavior of complex fluid systems with the objective to expand the simulation of 

technical systems to precise, virtual evaluations of non-newton fluids such as polymer melts, lotions and 

drilling mud. 

In addition, SimulationX 3.8 addresses the challenges faced by the urban planners, civil engineers and 

energy professionals who are working together to develop smart, green cities of the future. Thanks to 

ESI’s software, they are now able to simulate and optimize the efficiency of energy systems for modern 

cities, including heat and combined grids. Using the dedicated SimulationX model library “GreenCity” 

allows them to easily model and simulate complex energy systems including volatile energy sources, 

energy storage and consumption, as well as charging infrastructure for electric vehicles. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Fujitsu Cloud IoT Platform Simplifies and Accelerates Enterprise IoT 

15 November 2016 

The Fujitsu Cloud Internet of Things (IoT) Platform is helping simplify and accelerate the design, 

delivery and management of high performance IoT-based solutions – and is now available in the Europe, 

Middle East, India and Africa region, as part of the Cloud Service K5 ecosystem. 

Due to disruptive and rapidly changing market dynamics and customer expectations, businesses need to 

be agile and responsive to remain competitive in today’s business environment. As organizations 

undertake digital transformations and digitalize processes to reinvent how they operate, they become 

increasingly reliant on IoT-based solutions to generate and manage the new sources of data that can 

provide truly holistic operational visibility. 

Fujitsu developed its Cloud IoT Platform to address the management of IoT deployments, which can be 

complex, time-consuming and can often require specialist skills. The Fujitsu Cloud IoT Platform enables 

customers to remove complexity and benefit from a comprehensive, plug and play cloud-based solution 

to integrate selected IoT data into mainstream business processes. 

A rich set of APIs allow the collection and compilation of data from multiple sources, and Fujitsu 

provides a holistic dashboard for managing data from IoT devices. Consequently, customers can deploy 

an IoT platform customized to their exact needs, with effortless expansion to accommodate new devices 

and data volumes. The straightforward, pay-as-you-consume pricing structure also makes financial 

planning easier and eliminates the need for upfront capital expenditure. 

Conway Kosi, SVP and Head of Managed Infrastructure Services at Fujitsu EMEIA, commented: “Very 
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few organizations buy IoT as a technology. Customers want solutions to address specific business needs, 

or to find a way of transforming their processes. In providing a complete, managed IoT solution, Fujitsu 

enables them to jump straight to reaping the benefits of an IoT deployment, leapfrogging complex and 

time-consuming planning and implementation stages as they integrate the data. Fujitsu’s comprehensive 

Managed Services portfolio allows us to partner with our customers, giving them the opportunity to 

focus on the end result instead of becoming overwhelmed with the process – enabling them to leverage 

the valuable IoT data they have generated as they focus on transforming their businesses.” 

The Fujitsu Cloud IoT Platform enables customers to manage sensors and devices, collect, send and 

receive the data generated and analyze this to make real-time decisions. The platform is plug and play so 

customers can easily adapt it to meet their specific requirements. The multi-tenant nature of the solution 

means it is cost-efficient and easy to manage, while a broad-cross section of functionalities makes it 

easier to integrate IoT solutions with one another. 

Fujitsu is providing its Cloud IoT Platform to customers via its enterprise Cloud Service K5. This next 

generation cloud platform was specifically created to enable customers to achieve efficient, easy and 

cost effective enterprise level digital transformations. Another core element of IoT is edge computing. In 

edge computing particularly related to M2M and RFID Fujitsu has gained a proven track record as a 

System Integrator leveraging its GlobeRanger iMotion platform. Fujitsu’s extensive experience of 

seamlessly integrating new IoT technology with existing legacy systems makes leveraging business 

intelligence data collected by means of IoT more accessible than ever. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Huge Line-Up of New Fusion 360 Capabilities Including Browser, ECAD, Generative Design and 

More 

16 November 2016 

A huge line-up of new capabilities is coming to the centerpiece of Autodesk’s cloud-based product 

innovation platform. As announced at Autodesk University in Las Vegas, additional Fusion 

360 capabilities will become available in the browser, followed later by the addition of generative 

design, ECAD and sheet metal features. 

These additions will follow a major update on November 9th that saw the arrival of 5-axis CAM and 

several new cloud-based simulation capabilities, further advancing Fusion 360’s position as the most 

complete cloud-based CAD/CAM/CAE software on the market. 

With last week’s update, designers and engineers have more options to validate and optimize the 

performance of their designs with simulation. The most recent additions to the workspace give users 

access to advanced simulation, such as multiple load cases, structural buckling, and topology 

optimization, which run in the cloud so users can stay productive in the rest of their workflow. 

“When you consider everything now available in Fusion 360, it represents truly unprecedented value. 

You would easily spend thousands more to get comparable functionality from other siloed vendors – and 

that doesn’t even factor in the value of Fusion 360 being integrated into one complete, connected, 

instant-on platform,” said Amar Hanspal, Autodesk senior vice president of products, during his keynote 

at Autodesk University in Las Vegas. “Fusion 360 has already completely redefined what customers can 

and should expect in a product innovation platform. Our roadmap will extend that differentiation much 

further.” 

file:///C:/Users/Jillian%20Hayes/Documents/Newsletter%202016/DAILY/1December%202016.doc%23Contents
file:///C:/Users/Jillian%20Hayes/Documents/Newsletter%202016/DAILY/1December%202016.doc%23Contents
http://au.autodesk.com/
http://fusion360.autodesk.com/
http://fusion360.autodesk.com/


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 36 

Here’s what Autodesk is focusing on for Fusion 360 users in the coming months: 

 Browser availability: With the forthcoming arrival of modeling in the browser (and more 

browser-based functionality to come later), Autodesk is fulfilling its promise of a complete end-

to-end product development solution, providing more choice and flexibility for product 

developers. Inspiration can strike anywhere: online, offline, or on the go. Through mobile and 

browser functionality, there are no limitations to where, when, and on which device a product 

developer can access their design data and work on their projects. 

 ECAD: With Fusion 360’s upcoming ECAD functionality, printed circuit board (PCB) 

integration becomes practically seamless. Users will be able to select any type of PCB file and 

have it translated directly into their designs via the cloud. Changes update automatically and 

cloud libraries will be available to populate boards with common 3D components. With this 

update at no additional cost, Fusion 360 is incorporating multi-discipline design capabilities, 

leaving behind the notion that project stakeholders should be limited to working within their 

respective design tools. 

 Generative design: The ability to input design criteria such as desired criteria (weight, size, cost) 

and allow computer algorithms to generate design geometries that fit those constraints is coming 

to Fusion 360 in stages. Starting with shape optimization as seen in November’s release and with 

structural latticing to follow, designers will get access to the cutting-edge in design optimization 

and spare themselves unnecessary iteration and testing. 

 Sheet metal: Highly-requested and highly-anticipated by the Fusion 360 community, sheet metal 

capabilities will be added so users can flange, flatten and fold to their heart’s content. 

As part of Autodesk’s effort to keep the community up to date on what to expect, all of these updates 

(and more) are available in the regularly updated Fusion 360 roadmap. 

“Fusion 360 has dramatically streamlined our product development cycles, and when I look at the new 

features Autodesk has in the pipeline, I’m excited about the potential impact on PATH’s work to create 

life-saving products for people in low-resource settings,” said Mike Eisenstein, Product Development 

Shop Manager at PATH, an international organization that drives transformative global health 

innovation to save lives. “Fusion 360 proves that cutting-edge innovation and affordability can go hand-

in-hand.” 

This month’s Fusion 360 news is far from the only big development for Autodesk’s cloud-based product 

innovation platform in recent months. This fall also saw the addition of Cloud PDM to Fusion Lifecycle, 

the platform’s PLM tool; the option of AI-based predictive analytics for Fusion Connect, the IoT data 

management software; and the introduction of Fusion Configure, a forthcoming offering for enterprise 

CPQ (configure, price, quote) functionality for manufacturers who design and build configurable, multi-

option, and customizable products.  

With the November 9 update, Fusion 360 is available through two flexible pricing options. Fusion 360’s 

CAD/CAM/CAE functionality is available at $300 per year ($25/month with an annual subscription), 

and access to the new simulation and 5-axis CAM is priced at $1500 per year ($125/month annual 

subscription level) for advanced product development needs.  

All Fusion 360 capabilities continue to be available for free to students, teachers, schools, start-ups and 

hobbyists. 

http://forums.autodesk.com/t5/fusion-360-product-roadmap/bg-p/79
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Click here to return to Contents 

Infor Delivers Next Generation Cloud-based Supply Chain Planning Suite 

1 December 2016 

Infor today announced Infor Integrated Business Planning (IBP), v11.1, a comprehensive solution suite 

that delivers enterprise access to the information and tools needed to optimize supply chain processes. 

The release integrates core supply chain management (SCM) processes such as sales & operations 

planning (S&OP), demand planning (DP), and supply planning (SP) processes into a single, holistic 

solution to provide enhanced visibility and control across the global supply chain. Infor IBP is designed 

to increase value for users through significant enhancements to the demand planning and supply 

planning processes and connects them to financial planning, and by delivering a robust application that 

can be deployed in the cloud or on-premise.  

  

“Visibility and management of our supply chain is the central factor for the success of our organization, 

and by implementing Infor IBP, we are able to follow the plans and make proactive adjustments through 

a fully integrated view of our supply, demand and finances. By leveraging advanced statistical 

algorithms, we are able to generate value for our customers and find a balance point to keep all target 

costs, inventory and service levels in an optimal range,” said Ulisses De Lima Messias, S&OP and 

Demand Manager, Química Amparo. “By partnering with Infor, we are laying a solid foundation to 

support continued and sustainable growth for our organization.” 

  

Infor IBP has been developed to tackle major challenges frequently encountered in a modern dynamic 

supply chain. Increased globalization has helped create access to new markets for suppliers, but in turn it 

results in disconnected and disjointed teams and data, whether by geographic distance or through silos. 

Infor IBP provides capabilities that unify data sets and allow users to collaborate globally to create plans 

that support   business goals. This creates much needed reliability and repeatability of processes and 

outputs. By eliminating silos and bridging the gap between strategy and operations, companies are able 

to assess actual performance rates, which in turn facilitate better decision-making to help connect 

execution and strategy. 

 Infor IBP was developed to provide core analytics, visibility, collaboration and execution capabilities to 

help organizations across industries get closer to real orchestration of their supply chain and retain 

control of costs and services delivered.  

  

Core Features 

 

Improved Data Visualization & Analytics – The release of Infor IBP brings about a modern, user-

friendly aesthetic to enhance the data visualization process. By adding gauge and trend chart types that 

are embedded within worksheets, users are able to plot values in relation to minimum and maximum 

ranges that are stylistically similar to a car’s speedometer. New formatting options, such as color-

coding, will ease the process for tracking analytics. This new function allows for a quick visual 

reference of acceptable or underperforming measurements. 

 

Intelligent S&OP Module – Accurate and comprehensive S&OP forecasts are an essential component 

for aligning supply, demand, and financial objectives. By integrating a standalone S&OP module, Infor 

IBP allows for a more collaborative approach to planning and analysis with a unified model of demand, 
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supply chain, and financial data at any level of granularity or dimension. The module is equipped with 

industry-specific templates and features enhancements such as dynamic supply demand re-balance and 

profitable trade-offs. Through Infor Ming.le, multi-user collaboration is made possible both inside and 

outside the application to deliver tracking, alerts and drill-backs that monitor key metrics such as supply 

chain costs, lead times and forecast variability. 

 

Improved Demand+ – Infor IBP vastly improves creation of baseline forecasts to enable users to 

simultaneously create and compare multiple statistical forecast models with automatic detection of key 

variables such as seasonality, step changes, and obsolescence prediction. Users can also customize alerts 

to provide more flexible forecasting. The latest version also has an embedded workbench for market 

intelligence and features historical variability calculations to support inventory visibility. The secure 

web-based layout creates easy access for collaborative forecasting with sales, finance, production, 

customers, and trade partners. 

 

Optimized Supply+ –Infor IBP features Supply+ to help optimize key supply chain variables such as 

capacity, material, inventory, and distribution constraints. By including the Supply+ functionality, users 

are able to plan across variable time horizons to forecast strategic, tactical, and operational scenarios. 

Users can evaluate ‘what if’ situations and compare viability across all areas including inventory, sales 

production, warehouse and purchase analysis. Users also gain the ability to import data from the 

enterprise resource planning (ERP) system to IBP for reviewing scenarios to create models that factor in 

different business cycles and demand spikes.   

“Managing the modern supply chain is a complex task, with many converging factors such as the steady 

growth of globalization, the rapid evolution of production technologies and the proliferation of 

customer-centric supply chains directly impacting the way our customers address new challenges. To 

remain competitive, it is critical that an agile, collaborative approach is in place to properly manage 

demand and create accurate forecasts. Infor IBP was built with these challenges in mind, not only to 

overcome known complexities but also to lay the foundation for a swift, flexible and contemporary 

supply chain,” said John Bermudez, vice president, Product Management, Infor. “At Infor, we closely 

monitor the needs of our users to anticipate the needs of tomorrow and deliver solutions that help 

position our customers for success.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Intergraph® Process, Power & Marine Releases CADWorx® 2017 

30 November 2016 

Intergraph® Process, Power & Marine (PP&M), part of Hexagon and the world's leading provider of 

enterprise engineering software to the process, power and marine industries, has announced the release 

of CADWorx® 2017, the next-generation software solution for plant design and automation.   

The new CADWorx version is an AutoCAD®-based intelligent 2D and 3D plant design system 

providing the most complete range of tools for efficient plant design and incorporating numerous 

significant enhancements to help streamline users' work processes.   

CADWorx 2017 provides superior control over placement and routing, including: 

 Greater flexibility in component types 
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 Automatic clouding of model revisions on isometric extractions 

 Reduced complexity of piping specification administration 

 Improved component selection during design 

By providing the most integrated scope of tools for efficient plant design, CADWorx 2017 gives users 

more confidence in their overall designs and more flexibility in using the software, resulting in greater 

accuracy and consistency in deliverables. 

"The tools provided by CADWorx have helped many engineering firms succeed in their plant designs. 

Intergraph is committed to providing solutions that help make better decisions in a wide variety of 

projects including brownfield, revamp and maintenance," said Rick Allen, president, Intergraph 

CADWorx & Analysis Solutions. 

"Even for clients with small fast-turnaround projects, limited scope is no excuse for poor deliverables. 

The many successful users we have are a reflection of the strong capabilities that CADWorx offers, by 

achieving great success as efficiently and effectively as possible." 

The Intergraph CADWorx Plant Design Suite is an integrated, complete AutoCAD®-based software 

series for plant design that provides intelligent drawing and database connectivity, advanced levels of 

automation, and easy-to-use drafting tools. 

Intergraph solutions enable design and engineering to share relevant information seamlessly, thereby 

maintaining accuracy and improving efficiency. These include Intergraph Smart™ 3D, the world's first 

and only next-generation 3D design solution specifically tailored for plant, offshore, shipbuilding and 

the metals and mining industries; CADWorx Plant Design Suite, for AutoCAD®-based intelligent plant 

design modeling, process schematics and automatic production of plant design deliverables; CAESAR 

II®, the world's most widely used pipe stress analysis software; PV Elite®, for vessel and exchanger 

design and analysis, Visual Vessel Design, for comprehensive pressure vessel, shell and tube exchanger, 

and boiler design and analysis; and GT STRUDL®, one of the most trusted, adaptable and fully-

integrated structural analysis solutions in the world. 

Click here to return to Contents 

IronCAD Releases Design Collaboration Suite 2017  

30 November 2016 

IronCAD today announced the release of the 2017 IronCAD Design Collaboration Suite (DCS). 

There are many new features in IronCAD Design Collaboration Suite 2017. To view the full list of 

improvements, please visit http://www.ironcad.com/whatsnew for a comprehensive list. 

Vice president of IronCAD marketing, Cary O’Connor, stated, “This release makes working with large 

assemblies even easier than before with fluid movement and interaction and the feedback we have 

gotten from our customers during the beta program has been outstanding. At IronCAD we take pride in 

creating the best tools for our customers, and with 2017, we continue to deliver to that goal.” 

IronCAD DCS 2017 is available now. 

Click here to return to Contents 
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MathWorks Introduces Powertrain Blockset 

16 November 2016 

MathWorks today announced Powertrain Blockset, a new product that supports automotive and controls 

engineers in their powertrain modeling and simulation efforts. Powertrain Blockset provides fully 

assembled reference application models of gasoline, diesel, hybrid, and electric powertrains. It includes 

a component library for simulating engine subsystems, transmission assemblies, traction motors, battery 

packs, and controllers. Powertrain Blockset also includes a dynamometer model for virtual testing. 

Powertrain Blockset provides a standard model architecture that can be reused throughout the 

development process. It can be used for design tradeoff analysis and component sizing, control 

parameter optimization, and hardware-in-the-loop testing. Engineering teams can customize models by 

parameterizing components in a reference application with their own data or by replacing a subsystem 

with their own model. 

“Automotive teams that are deploying Model-Based Design often look for a starting point for building 

system models and applying these models to design and testing. Developing a system model from the 

ground up requires significant effort and engineers with specialized skills,” said Wensi Jin, automotive 

industry manager, MathWorks. “With Powertrain Blockset, these engineers can take advantage of a 

maintained, well-documented, and open set of models that can be customized to their needs.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

New Modules and New Functionality Developed for the 2017R1 Version of WorkPLAN Solutions 

from Vero Software 

24 November 2016 

New modules and new functionality developed for the 2017R1 version of WorkPLAN Solutions from 

Vero Software will improve management and control of industrial processes.  

Christophe Mas, WorkPLAN Sales Manager, says: “Following our latest customer seminar, this new 

version is the result of hard work by a team who are always attentive to customers’ requirements out in 

the field. Being close to our customers allows us to develop new versions with a prime objective to 

facilitate the day-to-day activities of our users." 

Enhanced ease of use and flexibility 

The ease of use and flexibility of WorkPLAN has been improved for this new version. Rapid and 

efficient, the new 'search' mode allows users to locate information stored in the database or in notes and 

documents (Word, Excel, PDF, etc.) using a multi-criterion based method: keywords, element types 

(quotes, orders, invoices, etc.), and element search selection. 

WorkPLAN 2017R1 helps optimize the organization and structure of electronic documents (Word, 

Excel, PDF, etc.) at each stage of a project (quotes, orders, operating modes, etc.).  The new 'File 

Management' functionality further enhances document management thanks to tree structure templates 

and confidentiality, validation or modification rules which can be applied according to target recipients.  

The Aim of WorkPLAN 2017R1: Improve the profitability and productivity of its users    

It is now possible to input employee 'leave requests' directly in WorkPLAN. A genuine management 

tool, this new functionality is based on the WorkFLOW module and an internal validation system. 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mathworks.com&esheet=51460991&newsitemid=20161115006044&lan=en-US&anchor=MathWorks&index=1&md5=5bcf20e9c64fe78cecdd3a6a97612d21
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mathworks.com%2Fproducts%2Fpowertrain&esheet=51460991&newsitemid=20161115006044&lan=en-US&anchor=Powertrain+Blockset&index=2&md5=ab2a05cee163698e3f80ac54bf05a14f
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Validated leave requests are automatically synchronized with the absence calendar allowing managers to 

anticipate potential bottleneck situations and to optimize working capacities.  

WorkPLAN 2017R1 offers a solution for custom manufacturers but also for mixed mode production 

management. The 'Net Requirements Calculation (NRC)' is a stock and supply management tool for 

internal and external production resources.  

Thanks to the ability to take into consideration both external and internal orders, procurement lead times 

and manufacturing lead times, WorkPLAN is able to suggest production launch dates and material 

purchase order date proposals. The 'Net Requirements Calculation' promotes lower stock levels while, at 

the same time, guaranteeing just-in-time supplies. 

WorkPLAN 2017R1 now allows users to anticipate risks associated with high outstanding customer 

amounts, suspected payment risks, etc.  It allocates a maximum outstanding amount to clients when 

recording a new order or before delivery – and the information is immediate. With the 'Client Risk 

Management' function, users are informed through warning or blocking messages if the order amount 

exceeds the maximum outstanding amount that has been defined for a given customer. Users can also 

request an automatic update of outstanding customer receivables, by simply synchronizing the 

outstanding amounts from the accounting system via an interface.  

An ERP solution which 'interfaces' according to the sector of activity 

WorkPLAN Solutions proposes different interfaces with other Vero Software applications to meet the 

specific needs of different sectors of activity (design, tooling, laser cutting, and custom manufacturing). 

With version 2017R1, WorkPLAN continues its progress in the sheetmetal working sector by interfacing 

with RadQuote from the Radan family of software solutions.  A genuine costing tool, RadQuote 

automatically feeds technical breakdown information into WorkPLAN indicating the different 

operations to be carried out, materials to be used, etc. WorkPLAN Solutions and RadQuote offer a 

complete and automated digital channel from the quotation through to production for the sheetmetal 

working market. 

Vero Software has reinforced WorkPLAN’s sales and support teams by adding two new members – 

Willy Chupin as sales representative, and Denis Garest as Project Manager. 

Christophe Mas concludes: "We are very proud of the work that we have accomplished and which will 

allow us to continue the trend of further progression year on year. The strengthening of the Sales and 

Technical teams will ensure an even stronger progression of our share of the market. WorkPLAN has 

consolidated its position as a major player in the field of industrial custom manufacturing."  

Click here to return to Contents 

openBoM Delivers New Enhanced Features Surpassing Spreadsheets for Bills-of-Materials (BOM) 

Management, Tracking, and Collaboration Across CAD Teams and Manufacturing 

1 December 2016 

openBoM, the world’s first cloud BOM management tool specifically designed to help manufacturing 

companies manage and track BOMs across organizational and geographic boundaries, introduced 

features which continue to surpass those of traditional BOM spreadsheets. Available now to openBoM 

users, new features include improved BOM visualization, improved BOM and inventory information, 

seamless updates of design changes from CAD documents into a BOM, and enhanced Team 

administration and data sharing capabilities. These features are designed to help teams working across 
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distributed environments collaborate more effectively on their BOM and avoid the pain, communication 

errors, and manual data entry mistakes which occur with managing and tracking BOMs using 

spreadsheets. A summary of what’s been released follows. 

Improved BOM visualization 

        Filter a BOM by any property values. Useful when working on specific components in a large 

BOM. Can also be used for mass-replacing scenarios. 

     Change the order and position of BOM properties using drag & drop. 

Improved BOM and Inventory management 

     Augmented BOM and Inventory views allow users to select and add desired item properties from an 

assigned inventory to a BOM view. 

     Mark a BOM as “Released” and lock it as read-only. 

     Introduced new “Checkbox” BOM property type. 

Improved CAD/BOM integration 

     Seamless merge of design changes into a BOM when changes are made in CAD. This new feature 

gives users the ability to make simultaneous changes to a shared BOM between engineering and 

manufacturing teams whilst at the same time, automatically update changes in the BOM made by design 

engineers in CAD. 

     Part list option for creating multi-assembly BOM and automatically calculating parts lists with 

updated quantities when changes occur to an assembly. 

     A variety of new CAD BOM configuration options not available to spreadsheet users: Solidworks 

BOM tables, Autodesk Inventor BOM structure options, Solid Edge BOM reports and more. These 

integration options provide users seamless data transfers between CAD and BOM without requiring 

additional data mapping and configuration tools. 

The following CAD systems include the new integration features: 

         • Autodesk® Inventor™  

         • Autodesk® Fusion 360™  

         • Dassault Systemes SOLIDWORKS®  

         • Siemens PLM Solid Edge® ST9  

         • Creo™, NX™ and CATIA™ are available as on-demand services for Enterprise customers 

Improved Team Admin and data sharing 

     Grant automatic sharing, viewing, and editing of a BOM across entire team. 

     Enable & disable user BOM access rights. 

Demonstration videos are available on the openBoM tutorial site. 

“Today’s announcement significantly expands openBoM’s existing feature set and enhances our out-of-

the-box CAD integration as requested by our users. By responding to our user's feedback and working 

with our CAD partners, we are making openBoM the preferred choice for teams managing BOMs across 

distributed networks of engineers, manufacturing contractors, and suppliers,” said Oleg Shilovitsky, 

CEO and Co-founder of openBoM. 
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“As an openBoM partner, Siemens PLM Software – and its customers – benefit from the progress 

openBoM is making toward enabling Solid Edge® software users to utilize the cloud to work on their 

BoMs and collaborate across teams and locations,” said John Miller, Senior Vice President, Mainstream 

Engineering Software, Siemens PLM Software. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Tech Soft 3D Announces Tetra4D Automate 

21 November 2016 

Tech Soft 3D today announced its newest addition to the Tetra4D 3D PDF product portfolio, Tetra4D 

Automate, an easy to deploy solution for automating the creation of interactive 3D PDF documents. The 

introduction of Tetra4D Automate rounds out the Tetra4D product portfolio by enabling manufacturers 

to easily scale their production and use of rich interactive 3D PDFs. Now companies can easily create 

their 3D PDF templates with Tetra4D Enrich, and then automatically generate hundreds or thousands of 

consistent mission-critical documents with Tetra4D Automate. 

“Being able to automatically populate 3D PDF templates created with Tetra4D Enrich has by far been 

the most requested capability by our customers,” said Lionel Vieilly, product manager for Tetra4D at 

Tech Soft 3D. “Having introduced Tetra4D Enrich to the market less than a year ago, it’s clear that 

customers see the value in being able to easily create interactive, data rich 3D PDFs, and are eager to 

automate the creation of those documents. We are very happy to be able to meet this need so quickly 

with Tetra4D Automate.” 

Tetra4D Automate provides a simple server-based solution that requires minimal customization, 

training, and integration support, allowing companies to start using the product immediately without any 

interruption or downtime to their existing processes. Tetra4D customers have been quick to realize the 

benefit of creating data-rich 3D PDFs to make documentation workflows more productive and effective, 

and with Tetra4D Automate they can efficiently scale 3D PDF usage for key manufacturing use cases 

with less IT effort and without the need for a costly and complex enterprise-level solution. 

Being able to automate the creation of data rich 3D PDF documents on the backend of a system further 

streamlines documentation and communication workflows where organizations require automated 

processes. For example, the generation of the 3D PDF can be triggered by PDM/PLM events such as 

check-in or status change, and the generated 3D PDF documents can be managed by different enterprise 

applications such as a PLM or archiving system. Manufacturers in areas such as automotive & 

transportation, aerospace & defense, medical, consumer products and industrial equipment can now 

integrate a simple solution to create critical documents for workflows like: Product Visualization, 

Engineering Data Release, Design Change Notifications and Parts Catalogs. 

The Tetra4D portfolio, now including Tetra4D Automate, is unique in the market as it is the only 

solution that can easily and quickly be deployed and integrated into manufacturers’ systems to create 

compelling 3D PDF documents that include all required CAD data and product information, is easy to 

use, supports all major CAD formats and can create 3D PDFs on the desktop or with an easily integrated 

server solution. 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Theorem Solutions Announces Publish CATIA 3DEXPERIENCE Data to 3D PDF 

28 November 2016 

We are pleased to announce the release of our latest CATIA 3DEXPERIENCE- 3D PDF product from 

the Publish 3D range of products. V19.3 supports CATIA V6R2013x, and 3DEXPERIENCE R2014x, 

R2015x and R2016x. 

Our 3D PDF Publisher for CATIA 3DEXPERIENCE offers a 3D PDF publishing solution for 

CATIA 3DEXPERIENCE users, enabling them to share their engineering data created in 

CATIA 3DEXPERIENCE with departments who do not have CATIA 3DEXPERIENCE but need 

access to a 3D representation. 

Since 3D PDF is 3D content in a standard PDF, it enables companies to create rich documents with 3D 

CAD data inside, which can be viewed, manipulated and marked up with Adobe’s free reader. What 3D 

does is remove ambiguity when reviewing product data. 

V19.3 includes support for exporting CATIA 3DEXPERIENCE Product Manufacturing Information 

PMI (FTA, GD&T), allowing the user to facilitate Model Based Definition (MBD) processes containing 

the necessary information to manufacture and inspect products, without the need for 2D engineering 

drawings which are time consuming and costly to produce. 

Using Publish 3D to create a 3D PDF controls and protects the Intellectual Property (IP) contained 

within the document. Passwords and document rights access can be added to the 3D PDF and different 

levels of control can be created for different users. This will ensure that the integrity of the information 

is maintained and that only the correct people can access the data, allowing companies to further protect 

their intellectual property (IP) when sharing the data throughout the extended enterprise. 

V19.3 is an interactive solution that is integrated in the CATIA 3DEXPERIENCE menu system 

allowing the user to export the active assembly/part in PDF format using ‘Export’ PDF capability. The 

application can also be run in batch mode to create 3D PDF data through the CATIA 3DEXPERIENCE 

PLM Batch Interface. 

Being lightweight, and an openly published ISO standard, 3D PDF is ideal for effective collaboration 

while maintaining the original 3D geometry and product information. As it is free to consume, it is 

accessible to everyone and works for internal sharing and for collaborating within the supply chain. 

Our strategic partnership with Dassault Systemes ensures that there is parallel development between the 

latest releases of CATIA 3DEXPERIENCE and Theorems Publish 3D products, allowing us to continue 

to provide publishing solutions to the CAD community. 

Click here to return to Contents 

TOYOTA MOTOR CORPORATION Approves Mentor Graphics Volcano™ VSTAR AUTOSAR 

Stack for Deployment in Toyota Vehicles 

30 November 2016 

Mentor Graphics Corporation today announced that TOYOTA MOTOR CORPORATION has approved 

its Volcano™ VSTAR AUTOSAR basic software stack for use in all Toyota vehicles. With this 

approval, global Tier 1 automotive suppliers can now leverage Mentor's fast, resource-efficient 

AUTOSAR stack for the design and development of advanced Electronic Control Units (ECUs) in next-

generation Toyota models. 

http://www.theorem.com/3dpdf/3dpdf-3DEXPERIENCE.htm
http://www.theorem.com/3dpdf/index.htm
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Supported by Volcano VSx™ design tools across the development cycle, Mentor's Volcano VSTAR 

software stack provides scalable AUTOSAR 4 middleware which abstracts the application from the 

hardware-dependent layer for the rapid development of highly differentiated end-products. 

"Toyota's approval of our advanced Volcano™ VSTAR AUTOSAR software reinforces Mentor's broad 

acceptance and expanding adoption among the world's most prestigious and demanding automotive 

OEMs and Tier 1 suppliers," said Rainer Oder, General Manager for Mentor Graphics' Automotive 

Business Unit. "Fueled by innovative technologies and proven systems engineering expertise, Mentor's 

footprint in global automotive markets continues to expand at a rapid pace." 

A longtime premium partner of the AUTOSAR development partnership, Mentor has a well-established 

track record of promoting AUTOSAR as the premier open standard for automotive electronics 

engineering. Designed to optimize re-use and transferability of ECU design assets, AUTOSAR allows 

automotive engineers and suppliers of ECUs to achieve modularity and scalability of software with 

standardized interfaces, improving the ability to handle high-complexity designs.   

Click here to return to Contents 

Vero Releases WorkNC 2017 R1 and Unveils Powerful New Strategies 

25 November 2016 

Vero Software has just released the 2017 R1 edition of WorkNC, which includes a number of items of 

powerful new strategies to improve productivity for its CAM users. 

 

WorkNC 2017 R1 is the first version under the new six-month cycle release plan. Brand 

Manager Miguel Johann says: “This allows us to deliver the latest features to our customers much faster, 

keeping them on the cutting edge of technology.” 

 

Time Savings: Increased Productivity 

 

One of the major new items of functionality is the Parallel Finishing toolpath, based on the paradigm-

shifting "Advanced Toolform" technology from Vero Software. The new Parallel Finishing toolpath 

calculation considers the real physical geometry of the cutting tool, whether it is a high-feed cutter, a 

standard tool or whatever form of convex tool shape.  

 

Miguel Johann says: “We invite customers and prospects to break away from the limitations of standard 

tool shapes and explore the world of High Feed Cutter shapes." And he explains why this technology is 

so important for improving productivity. “Touching the part with a bigger radius results in smaller and 

smoother cusps, which are more widely spaced, allowing the use of larger stepovers and machining 

times to be reduced by up to 80 per cent. Furthermore, thanks to this new technology, positive or 

negative stock allowances can be defined. This is new.”  

 

A myriad of other innovative features allowing important time savings in terms of programming are 

available in WorkNC 2017 R1. For example, 3D Tool Compensation, which is a unique new feature for 

3 axis and 3+2 axis machining. “No more need to program and calculate several different toolpaths to 

determine the required result. And this applies to whatever controller is fitted to the milling center.”  

 

Among other highly anticipated improvements by established users of WorkNC is the Dynamic 
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Calculation Queueing function which offers important time savings. Operators can now launch the 

creation of several toolpaths one after the other, run postprocessors, or check for eventual tool holder 

collisions without having to wait until the end of the calculations in progress.  

 

High Performance, Top Quality Machining 

 

WorkNC 2017 R1 ensures improved quality and machining performance on large parts, with the 

addition of the new 3 Axis Special Vertical Rotation strategy in Auto5, offering a genuine solution for 

out-of-limit conditions. This takes advantage of the machine's capabilities to trigger automatic table 

rotation to provide continuous machining, ensuring minimal setup down time and higher surface quality. 

 

5-axis machining welcomes the new Manual option to the existing Surface, Curve and Axis modes for 

creating and editing 5-axis curve sets. “Say goodbye to jerky machine head movements. Users can 

quickly and progressively adjust tool orientation during the curve creation process while maintaining 

precise control of machine head rotational movements. Toolpath fluidity and surface finishing are both 

greatly improved. This option is recommended for engraving and trimming operations,” says Miguel 

Johann. 

 

Flexibility and user autonomy  

 

WorkNC 2017 R1 addresses the need for further autonomy and flexibility of the machine operator in the 

workshop. The new WorkNC Shop Floor Editor is a genuine analysis tool which allows toolpaths to be 

displayed, simulated and checked before running the routines on the machine. With this independence, 

operators will be able to rapidly postprocess toolpaths in the machining context, predefined by the CAM 

programmer, and then run the toolpaths on the machine itself.  

 

The new WorkNC Launcher presents the entire suite of WorkNC tools to the user, as well as a 

customizable zone for users to drag and drop their favourite applications or folders. And the new 

ToolStore, shared with other Vero Software CAM solutions, is based on a modern user interface. This 

application is compatible with other tool libraries available on the market. Tool duplication is no longer 

necessary; a single tool can have different cutting conditions according to the material to be machined. 

 

The continuous and regular improvements made to existing toolpaths are reflected in both the Z-Level 

Finishing and Waveform Roughing toolpaths. “These ensure that WorkNC users fully benefit from new 

algorithms and machining technologies, offering best-in-class machining efficiency,” concludes Miguel 

Johann. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/Jillian%20Hayes/Documents/Newsletter%202016/DAILY/28November2016.doc%23Contents
file:///C:/Users/Jillian%20Hayes/Documents/Newsletter%202016/DAILY/28November2016.doc%23Contents

