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CIMdata News 

CIMdata Announces its 2017 PLM Market & Industry Forum Series 

1 December 2016 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM consulting and research firm announces its international 2017 

PLM Market & Industry Forum schedule and program. Approaching their twenty-seventh year, these 

one-day events will be held in Ann Arbor, Michigan, USA on March 30; Stuttgart, Germany on April 6; 

Pune, India on April 10; Beijing, China on April 14; and Tokyo, Japan on April 19. 

CIMdata’s PLM Market & Industry Forum is designed exclusively for PLM solution providers, PLM 

service providers, PLM systems integrators, and PLM channel partners of all sizes. Forum attendees will 

explore the challenges currently facing the PLM market. Presentations will offer insights into the current 

economic climate, leading trends, and their effects on the PLM economy. There will be a detailed look 

at the state and trends of current and future PLM markets, and the eagerly awaited first public release of 

CIMdata’s 2016 PLM market analysis results.  

The theme for 2017 is “PLM: A Key Enabler for Digitalization.” Over the last several years, the IT 

world has dramatically changed due to several strong influences, like social, mobile, big data/analytics, 

and the cloud, collectively known as “SMAC.” Some would also include the Internet of Things (IoT). 

CIMdata sees the “next big thing” as digitalization. It is important for members of the PLM economy to 

leverage this new wave and be part of the solution.  

Presentations at the 2017 Market & Industry Forum will include, “Digitally Enabled Processes: The 

Golden Threads of Engineering,” a discussion that will look at the gaps, overlaps, and limitations of the 

current naming conventions used to define the digitalization of product development processes 

throughout the lifecycle; “Defining and Managing the Digital Twin throughout the Lifecycle,” a review 

of this evolving PLM focus and how newer technologies are being used to enable the complete digital 

twin throughout the entire lifecycle; and “Beams and Bits: Making the Case for Digitalization in AEC,” 

a discussion that will outline the case for using digitalization to improve business processes across AEC 

and build bridges to manufacturers who supply the AEC industry. Other agenda topics include: an 

assessment of cloud PLM, expanding the PLM opportunity with IoT, and Configure-Price-Quote and 

how it can become part of a PLM strategy. 

Participants should expect to gain a solid understanding of the current and emerging PLM market, of the 

dynamics impacting it, and of the expectations for its continued evolution. Attendees will also gain 

further insights into opportunities and approaches they can use to navigate the PLM economy in the year 

to come.  

For more information and to register for a 2017 PLM Market & Industry Forum event, please go to: 

http://cimdata.com/en/education/plm-market-industry-forums 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize 

http://cimdata.com/en/education/plm-market-industry-forums
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an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered 

world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods on PLM solutions. These solutions 

incorporate both business processes and a wide-ranging set of PLM-enabling technologies. 

CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and providers of technologies and services seeking 

competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, 

provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The 

company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences 

worldwide. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia- 

Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website at www.CIMdata.com, follow us on 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews, or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann 

Arbor, MI 48108, USA, Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV 

Weert, The Netherlands, Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

Click here to return to Contents 

CIMdata Announces the Location for the First Product Lifecycle Management Certificate Program 

of 2017 

13 December 2016 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic consulting and research firm, announces that the first 

CIMdata PLM Certificate program of 2017 will take place at the Kensington Hotel in Ann Arbor, 

Michigan from March 6-10. The program is recognized as the PLM industry’s most comprehensive 

solution-agnostic education offering. 

The three- or five-day program prepares PLM professionals to successfully address the challenges 

commonly faced in PLM strategy development and implementation. The assessment-based certificate 

program includes a personalized classroom experience, individual and team-based exercises, and 

individual evaluations of achievement. The program is facilitated by a team of CIMdata experts. Upon 

successful completion of the program, participants receive a CIMdata PLM Certificate and are invited to 

join CIMdata’s global PLM Leadership community. 

The program, which is available to industrial companies that are considering or are already 

implementing PLM, and to PLM solution and service providers, is built on CIMdata’s over 30 years of 

experience guiding industrial companies in successfully defining and implementing best-in-class PLM 

strategies and tactics. Additional programs will be held in Amsterdam, The Netherlands from June 12-

16; Boston, Massachusetts from October 2-6; and Cypress, California from December 4-8.  

CIMdata's one-day Executive Short Course and two-day PLM Fundamentals for Solution  

Providers Short Course will also be available.  

For more information on CIMdata’s PLM Certificate Program and short courses visit our website at 

http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/plm-certificate-program. 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize 

an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered 

http://www.cimdata.com/
http://cimdata.com/en/education/plm-certificate-program
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world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods on PLM solutions. These solutions 

incorporate both business processes and a wide-ranging set of PLM-enabling technologies. 

CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and providers of technologies and services seeking 

competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, 

provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The 

company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences 

worldwide. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia-

Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website at www.CIMdata.com, follow us on 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews, or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann 

Arbor, MI 48108, USA, Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV 

Weert, The Netherlands, Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

Click here to return to Contents 

CIMdata and SMS_ThinkTank™ Strategic Partnership: Enabling Sustainable Product and Process 

Innovation through the Effective Application of Systems Modeling and Simulation 

15 December 2016 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) strategic management 

consulting and research firm, and SMS_ThinkTank™ LLC (SMS_ThinkTank), an industry leading 

resource providing system modeling and simulation expertise to develop and improve engineering 

business practices for innovative product development, today announced a strategic partnership to help 

manufacturers and PLM software providers address the challenges associated with the design, 

development, and lifecycle operations of innovative products, processes, and their systems.  

Significant global product development trends are making multi-domain, multi-physics, multi-scale, 

systems-level virtual prototyping, and performance simulation capabilities an indispensable element in 

enabling the transformation to model-driven product development, especially for complex cyber-

physical systems. These major business trends include: 

 Digitalization of engineering overall, across all industries, as well as their operating 

environments. 

 Design-for-sustainability and energy efficiency, green/conservation/re-use. 

 Smart systems being driven by the Internet of Things (IoT) and Industry 4.0 including “digital 

twins” with enhanced human and machine learning based on data analytics. 

 Mass customization with software features being a key differentiator.  

 Design-for-purpose materials from the molecular level up and new manufacturing methods (e.g., 

additive manufacturing/3D printing). 

 Products delivered as services; an on-going innovation and utility business model that require 

manufacturers to re-think their product obsolescence strategy. 

The complexity of cyber-physical systems across all industries is increasing exponentially due to 

embedded software and electronics components that account for an ever-increasing amount of the 

product value and competitive differentiation for industry leading manufacturing companies. For many 

OEMs and suppliers to remain competitive, innovation is a key differentiator and simulation-driven 

http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews
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systems development best practices in organization, process, and technology must be adopted to address 

the complex requirements and features requested by customers.  

Combining the efforts of CIMdata and SMS_ThinkTank will strengthen each organization’s ability to 

deliver superior consulting expertise to help manufacturers, as well as software solution providers, 

address these market challenges by defining the appropriate business requirements and use cases for 

Model-Based Enterprise (MBE). In addition, this partnership will help manufacturers and software 

providers in developing technology implementation roadmaps, and will provide organizational process 

change to implement state-of-the art model-based systems engineering approaches in product 

development to achieve sustainable innovation.   

While CIMdata has several existing Knowledge Councils and consulting practices that support these 

areas (see www.cimdata.com), the SMS_ThinkTank partnership activity will primarily interact with and 

actively support the Simulation-Driven System Development (SDSD) Consulting Practice and the 

associated SDSD Knowledge Council.   

“System modeling and simulation is not just about product and process; it usually requires fundamental 

changes in methods as well as in culture and behavior. By embracing these changes, companies can 

react to existing and future market demands and address ever increasing product complexity,” said 

Edward Ladzinski, CEO and Co-Founder of the SMS_ThinkTank.    

“We are excited to team up with the SMS_ThinkTank principals who bring deep and broad industry 

expertise in the application of systems modeling and simulation technologies,” said Peter Bilello, 

President, CIMdata, Inc. “We are confident that our current and future customers will benefit from this 

consulting services partnership.”        

“The complexity of engineered systems and society’s requirements to preserve scarce global resources 

and the environment requires new thinking and new business approaches to enable sustainable 

innovation. Through the creation of this strategic partnership we will be able to provide global 

customers with the leading expertise to achieve these challenging goals,” said Frank Popielas, Managing 

Partner and Co-Founder of the SMS_ThinkTank. 

About SMS_ThinkTank 

The SMS_ThinkTank is an industry leading resource providing system modeling and simulation 

expertise to help its clients develop and improve engineering business practices for innovative product 

development. It promotes a collaborative and vendor-neutral approach based on open digital platforms 

and industry data standards.  To learn more about SMS_ThinkTank visit http://www.smsthinktank.com, 

follow us on Twitter: http://twitter.com/sms_thinktank, or call +1 877. 254.5171. 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize 

an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered 

world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods on PLM solutions. These solutions 

incorporate both business processes and a wide-ranging set of PLM-enabling technologies. 

CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and providers of technologies and services seeking 

competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, 

provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The 

company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences 

http://www.smsthinktank.com/
http://twitter.com/sms_thinktank
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worldwide. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia- 

Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website at www.CIMdata.com, follow us on 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews, or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann 

Arbor, MI 48108, USA, Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV 

Weert, The Netherlands, Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Acquisitions 

SAP Acquires Abakus 

15 December 2016 

SAP recently announced it has signed an agreement to acquire Abakus, a marketing attribution company 

that measures the customer’s journey across all channels to ensure marketers are optimizing marketing 

spend. The acquisition is expected to close in early 2017. 

Founded in 2013, Abakus is a relatively young company yet its clientele includes some of the world’s 

most recognizable brands. By combining Abakus’ rich marketing analytics with SAP Hybris Marketing 

and SAP Hybris Profile, marketers will glean real-time insight into marketing performance to optimize 

campaigns and understand customer interactions across channels and devices. 

“We are delighted to join the global SAP family and look forward to integrating Abakus with SAP 

Hybris Marketing,” said Alex Saldanha, the CEO of Abakus. “The acquisition is a result of the 

alignment of our two companies’ visions to provide customer-centric marketing performance through 

real-time software.” 

Driving Sales in the Digital Age 

With digital marketing spend growing significantly, not to mention heightened concerns about 

inaccurate metrics, the combined power of SAP Hybris Marketing and Abakus can help chief marketing 

officers (CMOs) and chief financial officers (CFOs) better understand the contributions and 

effectiveness of their digital marketing investments. By combining Abakus’ rich marketing performance 

management capabilities with the SAP Hybris Marketing Cloud capabilities such as customer profiling, 

planning and automation, marketers will get unique insight into marketing performance to optimize 

campaigns and understand customer interaction across channels. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Company News 

Cadence Wins Design Team of the Year ACE Award from UBM Americas 

14 December 2016 

Cadence Design Systems, Inc. today announced it has been named a 2016 UBM Americas Annual 

Creativity in Electronics (ACE) Awards winner in the Design Team of the Year category for its 

Palladium® Z1 enterprise emulation platform. The awards program honors the people and companies 

behind the technologies and products that are changing the world of electronics. 

http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews
http://abakus.me/
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The winners were announced at an awards ceremony on Wednesday, December 7, at the San 

Jose Convention Center during the Embedded Systems Conference Silicon Valley. 

The Cadence® Palladium Z1 enterprise emulation platform is the industry's first datacenter-class 

emulation system, which delivers up to 5X greater emulation throughput than the previous generation, 

with an average 2.5X greater workload efficiency than the closest competitor. With enterprise-level 

reliability and scalability, the Palladium Z1 platform supports up to 2304 parallel users and scales up to 

9.2 billion gates, addressing the growing market requirement for emulation technology that can be 

efficiently utilized across global design teams to verify increasingly complex systems on chip (SoCs).  

"The Palladium Z1 enterprise emulation platform design team was tasked with moving emulation into 

the datacenter, enabling new levels of virtualization that were previously not available to the market," 

said Daryn Lau, corporate vice president and general manager of hardware system verification in the 

System & Verification Group at Cadence. "We successfully delivered a hardware and software system 

that is truly vertically integrated from the IP to the SoC to the software stack. This prestigious ACE 

award recognition from UBM Americas recognizes the strength of the Cadence team that collaborated 

on the development of the platform, which has already helped many customers overcome previous 

emulation challenges." 

"We're excited to honor this robust group for their dedication to their craft and efforts in bettering the 

industry for years to come," said Nina Brown, VP Events, UBM Americas. "The judging panel was 

given the difficult task of selecting winners from an incredibly talented group of finalists and we'd like 

to thank all of those participants for their amazing work and also honor their achievements. These 

awards aim to shine a light on the best in today's electronics realm and this group is the perfect example 

of excellence within both an important and complex industry." 

Click here to return to Contents 

Centric Software Wins Red Herring Top 100 Award 

6 December 2016 

Centric Software has been named as one of the world’s top 100 private companies, according to the 

2016 Red Herring Top 100 Global list. Red Herring’s annual list recognizes the leading private 

companies from North America, Europe and Asia, celebrating business innovations and technologies. It 

has become a mark of distinction for identifying promising companies and entrepreneurs. 

“Choosing the companies with the strongest potential was by no means a small feat,” said Alex Vieux, 

publisher and CEO of Red Herring. “After rigorous contemplation and discussion, we narrowed our list 

down from hundreds of candidates from across the globe to the Top 100 Winners. We believe Centric 

Software embodies the vision, drive and innovation that define a successful entrepreneurial venture. 

Centric Software should be proud of its accomplishment.” 

Red Herring’s editorial staff evaluates companies on both quantitative and qualitative criteria, including 

financial performance, technology innovation, management quality, strategy and market penetration. 

This is complemented by a review of the track records and standing of startups relative to their peers, 

allowing Red Herring to see past the “buzz” and make the list a valuable instrument of discovery and 

advocacy for the most promising new business models from around the world. 

Centric was also named on the Red Herring Top 100 Global list in 2013 and 2015, making this its third 

year on the prestigious list. 
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Chris Groves, President and CEO of Centric Software, says, “We are delighted that Red Herring has 

recognized Centric’s strong customer focus and unique product vision. Being named among the world’s 

top 100 companies for the third time is a testament to the entire Centric team and to our commitment to 

transforming consumer product lifecycles with innovative software that helps customers drive massive 

product variety and relentless speed to market.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Elysium Certified Vendor for Daimler AG 

16 December 2016 

Elysium, a provider of CAD data translations and interoperability solutions, is proud to announce that 

Elysium’s DirectTranslator™ has been certified as an approved tool for JT bi-directional translations by 

Daimler AG. The official certification was announced Nov. 3, 2016 as part of Elysium’s 

accomplishment of successful meeting all of Daimler’s JT qualifications. 

 

In 2014, Elysium was approved as the JT Data-Translation Provider to Daimler Supply Chain and has 

proven time and again to meet the challenges and requirements of Daimler. The Daimler requirements 

for JT encompass downstream use cases that include digital mock-up, publishing, assembly 

configuration confirmation, interference checking, design-in-context, space utilization, CAE and MFG 

simulation, and other functions. 

 

Elysium has continued to grow its partnership with Daimler and has become the certified vendor for JT 

translations. JT has become the leading standard format for 3D CAD data sharing and has become the 

approved delivery format for Daimler and many other automotive OEM and suppliers.  

 

In addition to becoming the certified vendor for JT translations for Daimler, Elysium was also a crucial 

part and an official partner in Daimler’s PLM2015 with CADfeature™. 

Click here to return to Contents 

itelligence Earns SAP Partner Quality Accreditation 

14 December 2016 

itelligence, Inc. today announced it has received accreditation for a global partner quality program 

by SAP SE. Awarded by the SAP Partner Service Delivery organization, the accreditation commends 

itelligence for its demonstration of clear standards and processes and recognizes improvements in 

quality, risk and project management frameworks in alignment with SAP quality principles. 

"As businesses work to solve challenges, the importance of a proven and trusted partner has never been 

more evident," said Steve Niesman, president and chief executive officer, itelligence, Inc. "After more 

than 25 years as an SAP partner, we understand the challenges our customers face and are committed to 

delivering quality support and guidance from start to finish. This accreditation is a testament to our 

team's dedication as well as our ongoing success, which could not be possible without our continued 

partnership with SAP." 

itelligence has been an SAP partner for North America since 1993 and an SAP global partner since 

1989, and provides expertise on SAP® solutions to help its customers with implementation, application 

file:///C:/Users/Jillian%20Hayes/Documents/Newsletter%202016/DAILY/16December2016.doc%23Contents
file:///C:/Users/Jillian%20Hayes/Documents/Newsletter%202016/DAILY/16December2016.doc%23Contents
http://itelligencegroup.com/us/
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management and hosting through each stage of the process. As a frequently awarded SAP partner, 

itelligence is SAP-certified in cloud services, an SAP-certified provider of hosting services for SAP 

HANA® Enterprise Cloud and an SAP platinum partner, among other achievements. itelligence is 

closely aligned with the key principles of quality that SAP believes are integral to the success of every 

implementation, designed to deliver high-quality software and support while providing the right 

processes, tools and services to drive successful projects and delivery. 

Businesses today are continually challenged to manage risk in increasingly complex projects. As a 

certified member of the partner quality program, itelligence will be able to help SAP customers avoid 

escalations, maintain profits, reduce profit dilution and improve successful delivery through the program 

lifecycle. In addition, the program offers a quality approach for sales processes and delivery 

methodologies through access to enhanced SAP channel quality templates and processes. 

SAP's annual partner quality plan and quarterly quality reviews form the basis for the global partner 

quality program and provide a framework to monitor joint performance and measure success. Partners 

are required to submit annual quality plans that showcase how they will continue to improve during the 

year ahead. In addition, the quarterly quality reviews enable joint risk monitoring via open bilateral 

communication as well as identifying and preventing issues. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Infosys and MongoDB Partner to Drive Application Modernization Initiatives 

15 December 2016 

Infosys and MongoDB today announced details of a global partnership designed to help enterprises 

accelerate their digital transformation and application modernization initiatives with next generation 

database solutions. 

 

Infosys and MongoDB (mongodb.com) will help new and existing customers address the key pain 

points of cost, performance and scalability across legacy applications. As part of the partnership, Infosys 

will scale the talent base to 1,000 consultants on MongoDB and enhance consulting capabilities based 

on MongoDB technology. 

 

In pursuit of these objectives, the companies have established a joint Innovation Lab in Bangalore, India. 

The lab houses a dedicated team of trained MongoDB architects. These experts are developing and 

enhancing tools and best practices to help Infosys customers with their application modernization 

initiatives. This lab is equipped to handle proof-of-concepts and rapid application prototypes to support 

customers with their MongoDB requirements. 

Quotes: 

 

Ravikumar S, President and Chief Delivery Officer, Infosys,"MongoDB is proving to be among the 

most disruptive database solutions in the digital transformation space. Through our collaboration, 

Infosys can help organizations realize the full value on MongoDB to quickly and efficiently create state-

of-the-art, high performance and scalable applications. Our relationship with MongoDB and decades of 

association with our longstanding customers gives us the knowledge and insight to help our clients 

modernize their mission-critical applications." 

 

Dev Ittycheria, President and Chief Executive Officer, MongoDB, "Infosys is at the forefront of helping 
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the world’s largest enterprises strategically transform their businesses to become more agile, innovative 

and competitive. This partnership will tap into the huge market opportunity of replacing legacy, 

monolithic applications that are inflexible to change and unable to scale with high data growth. This 

partnership is a giant endorsement of our technology and our business, and an even bigger opportunity 

for our joint customers. Together, we combine the three pillars needed for success - outstanding 

technology, the right skills, and the business smarts to deliver excellent results. Infosys strengthens our 

ability to tackle very large scale, mission-critical applications and accelerate growth for the company." 

 

The partnership addresses the challenges organizations face as they attempt to unleash the power of data 

and capitalize on new market opportunities. Existing applications built on inflexible, legacy database 

technologies are costly, difficult to maintain and fail to meet the needs of modern applications. 

Organizations recognize they need to re-platform applications, but have concerns about operational 

risks. They are looking for a partner that has the playbook for successfully managing the transition to the 

new enterprise data paradigm, and the skills and experience that are often hard to find in-house. 

Together, Infosys and MongoDB bring the scale, expertise and technology to deliver on application 

modernization programs at a global level. 

 

The partnership is already driving innovations for the creation of best in class industry solutions built on 

MongoDB. For example, the Infosys Digital Agri Solution is a unique technology that enables 

agriculture companies and farmers to increase crop yields based on real time data and IoT technologies. 

Another example is the Infosys Field Services Command Center, an IoT-based solution for large-scale 

manufacturing and industrial companies which captures real time machine diagnostics to understand 

customer usage patterns and enable predictive maintenance. 

Click here to return to Contents 

L&T Infotech Joins Nutanix Partner Network 

14 December 2016 

L&T Infotech or LTI announced its partnership with Nutanix, a leader in enterprise cloud computing, 

headquartered in San Jose, CA. Enterprises looking to simplify and fast track cloud adoption will now 

be able to leverage LTI’s ecosystem of solutions and Nutanix Enterprise Cloud Platform with simplicity 

and lower Total Cost of Ownership (TCO). 

LTI has a rich experience in deploying and managing complex private and public cloud environments. 

As a member of the Nutanix Partner Network, LTI will be able to further enable enterprises to optimize 

infrastructure performance and achieve vision of Enterprise Cloud. Leveraging Nutanix software 

solutions and technologies, LTI will focus on the following key offerings: 

 Cloud portability: Solution for applications and data mobility between private and public clouds. 

 Desktop-as-a-Service: Solution for providing workspace solutions. 

 Cloud sourcing: Solution for IT-as-a-Service for most IT requirements. 

Speaking on the partnership, Aftab Ullah, COO, LTI said, “While cloud based solutions have been 

around for a while, this partnership promises to be a game-changer for our mutual clients. LTI and 

Nutanix will provide a ready-to-use cloud solution for companies that want to fast-track their cloud 

adoption strategy and achieve the benefits of consumption economics.” 
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Dheeraj Pandey, CEO of Nutanix said, “Nutanix Enterprise Cloud Platform aims to deliver the 

flexibility, scalability and ease of use of a public cloud to companies’ own on-premise data centres, so 

customers can maintain the security, data protection and control within their own trusted environment. 

Our partnership with LTI is to help bring these benefits to companies of all sizes and across industries.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Perforce Names Sara Kilian as Vice President  

12 December 2016 

Perforce Software, a leader in software change and application lifecycle management solutions, today 

announced the appointment of Sara Kilian as Vice President and General Counsel. 

With more than 11 years of corporate legal experience, Kilian comes to Perforce from Fredrikson & 

Byron, P.A., where she was a partner, and represented private equity companies, closely-held 

companies, and family-owned companies in various stages of a company's life cycle. Kilian has 

extensive expertise in mergers and acquisitions, corporate governance, and tax planning and compliance 

that was developed through representing and advising private equity firms and their portfolio companies 

who were concentrated in the software and technology-based industries. In her role as the General 

Counsel at Perforce, Kilian will lead the Company's legal and compliance function as well as working 

with the Executive Team on driving the company's ongoing expansion through add-on acquisitions.    

"Sara's background spans a broad spectrum of legal areas and she has extensive experience working with 

companies of all sizes and stages of growth," said Janet Dryer, Perforce CEO. "Her expertise is a perfect 

fit for the growth agenda of Perforce as we look to fill out our portfolio across the development pipeline 

and application lifecycle both through acquisition and organically." 

Click here to return to Contents 

PROLIM Global CEO Wins “Entrepreneur of the Year” Award 

8 December 2016 

Mr. Prabhu Patil, President and CEO of fast-growing PLM and IT software company, PROLIM Global 

Corporation, has been named a “2016 Entrepreneur Of The Year”. The 17th USICOC Annual Awards 

Banquet was held at Westin Galleria Dallas on December 2nd 2016. 

 

In its 22nd year, the Entrepreneur of the Year program is the world’s most prestigious business award 

for entrepreneurs, recognizing those who exhibit excellence and remarkable success in areas such as 

innovation, financial performance, and commitment to their business and communities. 

 

“I am thrilled and honored to be recognized in this way. The Team at DFW, and the many others who 

we work with, really have been the drivers of innovation that has enabled us to be an ‘Entrepreneur of 

the Year.’ I share this with them and all my team!” says Mr. Patil. 

 

PROLIM found that under the esteemed leadership of its CEO, Mr. Prabhu Patil, and is helping other 

companies build innovative products by leveraging PROLIM’s IT and PLM solutions. This year, Our 

‘Entrepreneur of the Year’ Award went to Mr. Prabhu Patil of Prolim Global Corporation.  
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PROLIM is growing at over 35% every year and has offices in Detroit, Plano, Canada and India. 

Click here to return to Contents 

PROSTEP Certified to the ISO 27001 Standard for IT Security 

12 December 2016 

Following an extensive examination of information and IT security, the DQS has awarded PROSTEP 

AG ISO 27001:2013 certification. The Darmstadt-based PLM consulting and software house is thus a 

member of a select group of just 800 German companies to receive the coveted certification. This 

certifies that the company complies with the requirements set out in the standard not only in terms of the 

security of its IT systems but also with regard to how employees handle confidential information. "We 

are thus showing our customers just how seriously we take the subject of data security and that their data 

is in good hands," said Dr. Rainer Bugow, head of technology at PROSTEP, commenting on the 

certification. 

Certification is not a one-off event but an ongoing process. PROSTEP's Shield Team , which was set up 

expressly to deal with this topic, has laid the foundations for the long-term safeguarding of information 

and IT security throughout the company and now has the responsibility of continuously enhancing 

awareness. As part of the continuous improvement process (CIP), it is intended that a number of 

measures designed to strengthen IT security be taken over the next few months. In the short and medium 

term, PROSTEP expects threats from external attacks to increase further and this will have an impact on 

IT use. 

PROSTEP will continue to conduct internal ISO 27001 audits. The next external certification audit is 

scheduled to take place in September 2017. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Rescale Introduces ANSYS Software and Elastic Licensing to its Platform 

14 December 2016 

Rescale and ANSYS are pleased to announce a strategic partnership that will provide users of ANSYS’ 

suite of engineering simulation software the ability to run their simulations on Rescale’s scalable, turn-

key, cloud-based platform. ANSYS’ new Elastic Licensing for cloud computing, which allows users to 

purchase pay-per-use licensing, is available to be hosted and deployed on Rescale, while ANSYS users 

can also use their own traditional lease and paid-up licenses. 

ANSYS offers simulation-driven product development tools across the entire range of physics, including 

structural mechanics, computational fluid dynamics (CFD), electromagnetics, explicit dynamics, as well 

as the combination of these physics. Now, eight of those tools (including CFX, CHEMKIN-PRO, 

Fluent, HFSS, Maxwell, and Mechanical) are available, pre-configured and optimized, on Rescale’s 

powerful, turn-key simulation platform. By accessing the Rescale platform through any browser, 

ANSYS users can easily run sophisticated engineering simulations on Rescale’s global multi-cloud HPC 

network of 60+ data centers in 25+ locations. Engineers can scale out on thousands of cores and choose 

hardware configurations optimized to the diverse needs of the ANSYS suite, with options ranging from 

economical HPC configurations to cutting-edge bare metal systems, low-latency InfiniBand 

interconnect, and the latest Intel and NVIDIA chipsets. 
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Pay-as-you-go, no-commitment hardware and ANSYS Elastic Licensing ensure that dynamic HPC 

resources are responsive to the variability in simulation loads that engineering enterprises face, which in 

turn enables shortened product design cycles and increased IT agility. “Customers love the flexibility 

that our turn-key solution and pay-as-you-go hardware give them, and we are excited to be extending 

that flexibility to ANSYS software users. Agile resources will help our mutual customers utilize 

computing and simulation to drive new innovations faster across a broad spectrum of industries,” said 

Rescale co-founder and CEO Joris Poort. Additionally, enterprises can leverage Rescale’s built-in 

administration and collaboration tools to manage resources and improve results across the design 

portfolio, as well as trust in best-in-class security features such as built-in enterprise-grade encryption, 

SOC2 compliance, and an ITAR compliant platform. 

Ray Milhem, VP of Enterprise Solutions and Cloud at ANSYS, echoed the importance of flexibility, 

saying, “We’ve always given our customers a number of deployment options with our comprehensive 

range of engineering simulation software products. Now, by making our software available on Rescale 

with Elastic Licensing, we’re also giving the option to elastically expand their simulations and hardware 

to better meet project timing. Engineers have more power and more flexibility than ever before.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

TomTom Extends Relationship with SAP to Now Deliver Location-Aware Innovations Globally 

12 December 2016 

TomTom today announced that they have extended their partnership with SAP SE to provide global 

coverage of TomTom’s location-based capabilities for SAP® applications. 

This is the first agreement with SAP that sees TomTom collaborating with SAP to provide geocoding 

and address validation capabilities across SAP’s product portfolio on a global basis. This partnership 

will allow SAP to further expand its geocoding and address validation offerings in the Cloud and on 

premise, including solutions from SAP’s Enterprise Information Management portfolio such as SAP 

Data Services and SAP HANA-based applications. 

“It’s great that not only are we continuing our relationship with SAP, but that we are expanding it too,” 

explains Anders Truelsen, Managing Director of TomTom’s Licensing Business Unit. 

“Benefiting from the new spatial capabilities in SAP applications, SAP’s customers can now start 

investing in and leveraging the power of location with the confidence provided by TomTom’s address 

and geo content.” 

“Location awareness provides important additional information to companies that want to drive new 

innovations and business models from technologies like the Internet of Things and Industry 4.0. SAP is 

investing in a significant opportunity to enrich and add value to existing data natively, within SAP’s 

solutions, and this agreement helps us realize these goals.” said Philip On, VP Product Marketing, EIM 

solutions, SAP. “By partnering with TomTom, we are committed to delivering strategic location based 

innovations which will underpin business growth in the future.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Transoft Solutions Opens New Office in India 

9 December 2016 
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Transoft Solutions, Inc. today announced the launch of its subsidiary in India. The new office adds to 

Transoft’s growing list of international offices as the company continues to expand into regions where 

its customers require localized support. The office will also serve as a welcome addition in supporting 

global needs. 

“The official registration of our India business is yet another landmark toward our journey of becoming 

the world’s leader in transportation engineering software,” said Mr. Milton Carrasco, Transoft 

Solutions’ President and CEO. “Our Indian subsidiary is to be tasked with both sales and marketing 

within the Indian subcontinent, as well as providing development and other support services to the 

global operation.  We are excited to be building on our successes and expect to triple our staff the next 

12 to 24 months!” 

Peter McIntyre, VP Asia Pacific, had this to add, “Transoft’s expanding presence in India is testament to 

the growing opportunities and demand for its high quality products in the region and the global 

significance of our software development efforts. Headed up by Mallikarjuna Kenchappagoudra, the 

Bangalore team will support local customers and partners while continuing development of an 

expanding portfolio of products for global markets.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Events News 

CNC Processes with NCSIMUL Solutions in November Event 

12 December 2016 

Stimulating professional discussions and an intensive exchange of user experiences shaped CUST 

2016, SPRING Technologies' annual user day held on November 10, 2016. A large number 

of NCSIMUL users and representatives of the manufacturing industry accepted the invitation to 

MOTORWORLD in Böblingen to attend engaging workshops and presentations on NCSIMUL 

SOLUTICONS and sharing their user experiences. Seamless CNC manufacturing processes and 

challenges around Industry 4.0 were the central topics of many discussions. 

 

As a leading provider of solutions aimed to increase the efficiency of CNC machines, SPRING 

Technologies regularly invites NCSIMUL users to a day full knowledge and experience sharing. "Many 

solutions are the result of talking with clients outside of the business premises. Our user day gives us an 

ideal opportunity to answer user questions and receive also valuable feedback on our solutions," 

explains Isabell Oerder, responsible for Marketing & Communications at SPRING Technologies in the 

DACH region. 

"The NCSIMUL User Day offers a platform for something that is still of paramount importance: the 

mutual contact with colleagues from other companies. You learn about ideas and solutions to many 

manufacturing problems in face-to-face interactions – you learn from each other. This is why we are 

happy to participate in CUST." - Frank Caspari, Head of Production, Attachments and Prototypes FPZ, 

FESTO AG & Co. KG 

 

"We were especially interested in information provided on how to optimize air cutting. In this area, we 

can cut down on costs in manufacturing." - Heiko Siller, Manufacturing Planning, J. G. ANSCHÜTZ 

GmbH & Co. KG 
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In his welcome speech Gilles Battier, CEO of SPRING Technologies, expressed pride in the long-

standing collaboration based on mutual trust: "We work hard to continuously offer innovative and state-

of-the-art solutions to our users, tailored to their needs - which is why we invest in research and 

development." 

 

This strategy has paid off. The latest NCSIMUL SOLUTIONS module received several awards this 

year: NCSIMUL 4CAM facilitates quick and automated conversions of existing machining programs to 

other NC machines.  Switching from one machine to another no longer requires time-consuming and 

costly re-programming and re-planning processes. As a result, the machines can be operated 

continuously. 

 

A live-demonstration was also held for the OPTITOOL module. Intelligent optimization reduces air 

cuts, and machining times can be optimized by up to 20 percent with only a few clicks. In some cases, 

time savings of up to 30 percent have been achieved. 

 

The participants were also given a closer look at the digital tool management NCSIMUL TOOL and 

learned about the upcoming interface and upgrade innovations: NCSIMUL MACHINE for example 

has a new SolidCAM interface. 

 

In addition to the new features, customer service was another item on the agenda as it was also the 

new web portal that allows more rapid and efficient processing of support queries. The customer is able 

to indicate the degree of urgency of their query, attach files and view the processing status at any time. 

 

The final presentation highlighted the relationship between CNC manufacturing and Industry 4.0: Partial 

operations are being outsourced more and more, which is why compatibility, exchangeability and 

transferability of manufacturing data are of paramount importance. Seamless process 

cycles and sustainable know-how protection even beyond the boundaries of individual companies are 

key topics in the future. 

Click here to return to Contents 

ESD Alliance to Host Discussion on Open Source in January 

14 December 2016 

WHO: The Emerging Companies Committee of the Electronic System Design Alliance (ESD Alliance), 

an international association of companies providing goods and services throughout the semiconductor 

design ecosystem 

WHAT: Will host a discussion about Open Source and the RISC-V processor featuring Jim Hogan of 

Vista Ventures, Rick O'Connor, executive director of the RISC-V Foundation, and Yunsup Lee, SiFive's 

chief technology officer. They will describe the path from inception to the open source RISC-V 

ecosystem, explore whether an open source architecture is appropriate for IoT processing needs and 

what that means for startups and innovation. 

WHEN: Wednesday, January 18, from 6-8:30 p.m. Light snacks and beverages will be served during 

the networking hour from 6 p.m. until 7 p.m.  

WHERE: Cadence Design Systems, Building 10, San Jose, Calif. 

file:///C:/Users/Jillian%20Hayes/Documents/Newsletter%202016/DAILY/16December2016.doc%23Contents
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This event is open to all ESD Alliance member companies free of charge, though seating is limited.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Siemens PLM Connections Americas to Take Place May 8-11 2017 

12 December 2016 

Siemens PLM Connections brings together PLM World members, partners, and Siemens PLM Software 

employees looking to forge new connections, expand knowledge, and increase expertise. Attendees 

represent a variety of industries and job functions, many outside the traditional “user’s group” scope. 

Separate tracks will be offered, called “connections.   

More information is available at the Siemens PLM World website. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Visual 2000 Announces NEXT IS NOW 2017 Fashion Tech Conference 

14 December 2016 

Visual 2000 International announces the launch of Next is Now 2017, a fashion-forward tech 

conference tailored to the Apparel, Footwear & Fashion Accessories industry. This initiative is in line 

with Visual 2000’s mission of providing best-of-breed business technology solutions to the global AFA 

industry. 

 

Taking place in the heart of Montreal, Canada from March 29th to 30th 2017, this two-day event will 

explore today and tomorrow’s fashion industry challenges, tech innovations and trends. Top brand 

executives, industry experts, and influencers will present topics 

 

such as the omni-channel revolution, the future of ecommerce, how to quantify success with business 

intelligence and the foundations of product innovation. 

 

Open to all professionals, day one of Next is Now will focus on the software innovations shaping the 

future of fashion with industry talks, a surprise announcement and networking. The second day, open 

exclusively to Visual users, will focus on exploring Visual’s new generation of solutions with product 

discovery and training sessions.   

 

Charles Benoualid, VP of Research and Development, explains, “We are excited to bring together so 

many industry professionals and influencers to join heads and discuss the future of fashion. The goal 

of Next is Now is to empower industry professionals to make better business decisions faster and drive 

sustainable competitive advantage. Visual 2000 has always been a forward thinking company and we 

are eager to announce our 2017 roadmap, revamped products and as well as a surprise announcement. 

This event is not to be missed.” 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Financial News 

OpenText Announces Proposed Public Offering of Common Shares 

12 December 2016 

Open Text Corporation ("OpenText" or the "Company") announced today that it has launched an 

underwritten public offering of U.S. $500 million of common shares (the "Offering").  The Company 

intends to grant the underwriters a 30-day option to purchase up to an additional U.S. $75 million of 

common shares to cover over-allotments, if any. 

OpenText intends to use the net proceeds from the Offering to finance a portion of the purchase price for 

its previously announced acquisition of Dell EMC's Enterprise Content Division (the "Acquisition").  

OpenText expects to fund the balance of the purchase price and pay related fees and expenses with the 

net proceeds from debt financing and cash on hand.  The terms of any debt financing, which may 

include the issuance of new senior notes or the reopening of existing senior notes and/or borrowing 

under our existing or new credit facilities, have not been established at this time.  The Offering is not 

contingent on the closing of the Acquisition or any debt financing.  If for any reason the Acquisition 

does not close, OpenText intends to use the net proceeds from the Offering for general corporate 

purposes, which may include the financing of future acquisitions and the repayment of existing 

indebtedness. 

Barclays, Citigroup and RBC Capital Markets are acting as the joint book-running managers for the 

Offering. 

The Offering is being made in the United States pursuant to an effective shelf registration statement 

(including a base shelf prospectus) that has been filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission 

(the "SEC") and, in Canada, pursuant to a supplement to OpenText's base shelf prospectus filed with 

each of the provincial securities regulatory authorities of Canada.   

Click here to return to Contents 

Implementation Investments 

ACERBIS Accelerates Product Development with TXT PLM 

14 December 2016 

ACERBIS, a renowned Italian brand of motorbike clothing, accessories and sportswear has selected the 

TXT PLM solution (Product Lifecycle Management) by TXT Retail to streamline design and 

development of all its apparel products.  

Started in 1973 as a producer of plastic materials and protection accessories for motorbikes, the group 

has soon extended its operations to motorbike sportswear and accessories (helmets, jackets, t-shirts, 

gloves, bags, footwear) as well as to football clothing, with several international clubs wearing their 

uniforms. With two production sites in Italy and Czech Republic, and a large direct and indirect 

distribution network, ACERBIS sells its products in the five continents.  

“In 1995, we started to produce technical clothing and accessories for motorbikers. In 2005, we 

extended our production to football clothing,” explains Michela Acerbis, Director of Marketing and 

Communications at ACERBIS. “With our sportswear business growing at fast pace, TXT PLM will help 
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us rationalize and speed up collection development but also to build ever tighter synergies among the 

motorbike and football lines, for example standardizing procedures and providing full visibility over 

materials and suppliers to optimize buying across all collections”.  

TXT PLM will help ACERBIS centralize all product data, from technical drawings, colors, size specs, 

bill of materials, as well as sampling and production technical worksheets, costs and suppliers 

information. The solution will help streamline the collection workflow, increasing visibility at each step 

and simplifying collaboration among all functions involved.  

“We chose TXT for the advanced functional coverage of the solution which fully meets our needs and 

for the simplicity of the user interface. We also valued TXT Retail experience in the apparel industry 

and in sportswear specifically, which means they can bring into their projects a strong combination of 

technology and process best practices,” added Michela Acerbis.  

“ACERBIS’ ‘soul & passion’ – as their motto resonates – are well visible in everything they do, from 

their fine design capabilities, to the selection of the highest quality materials and technical standards in 

production,” comments Simone Pozzi, CEO of TXT Retail. “We are proud to accompany the company 

as they further grow their sportswear business. The flexibility of TXT PLM makes it a perfect fit for 

companies with high innovation rates and a multi-category business such as ACERBIS”.  

ACERBIS will be guided by the TXT AgileFit deployment methodology, which accelerates deployment 

and time to benefits thanks to reference processes and a fully documented, optimized solution 

framework. 

Click here to return to Contents 

EveryWare Global Relies on Symmetry's SAP Expertise and Hosting Solutions 

13 December 2016 

Symmetry, a leading enterprise application management and cloud-hosting solutions provider, has 

announced the migration and ongoing production success of EveryWare Global's SAP® environment in 

the Symmetry Enterprise Cloud. The hosted solution is managed by Symmetry's team of certified SAP 

Basis and Security consultants and protected by Symmetry's cloud-based disaster recovery as a service 

(DRaaS) to ensure uptime and availability. 

EveryWare Global is one of the world's leading marketers of tableware, food preparation and specialty 

products for the foodservice and consumer markets under the ONEIDA® and Anchor Hocking brands, 

which leverages SAP as its core enterprise resource planning (ERP) system. Symmetry's Enterprise 

Cloud is engineered to support and manage production SAP and SAP HANA workloads alongside 

traditional IT workloads.  

"After evaluating the leading managed application and IT infrastructure service providers, we chose 

Symmetry for its ability to dynamically scale resources, reduce risk and improve compliance, while 

minimizing operating costs," said Melinda Perry, Manager of ERP SAP applications for EveryWare 

Global. "What we did not anticipate was the significant value of Symmetry's SAP experience and 

technical expertise that is matched only by their commitment to being a valued partner and trusted 

extension of our IT team." 

Symmetry, a certified SAP Hosting, Cloud and SAP HANA Operations provider, recently announced 

that it has expanded its platform into Phoenix and Northern Virginia, complementing existing data 

centers in Chicago and Madison, WI. The expansion and technical advancements significantly increases 

http://symmetrycorp.com/
http://symmetrycorp.com/it-solutions/cloud-and-hosting/sap-hosting/
http://symmetrycorp.com/it-solutions/cloud-and-hosting/sap-hana-cloud/
http://symmetrycorp.com/news/symmetry-launches-next-generation-converged-cloud-platform-power-sap-hana-enterprise-workloads/
http://symmetrycorp.com/news/symmetry-launches-next-generation-converged-cloud-platform-power-sap-hana-enterprise-workloads/
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Symmetry's ability to provide comprehensive and highly compliant cloud solutions supporting a wide 

range of IT workloads spanning SAP, SAP HANA, other critical third party applications and traditional 

IT workloads. 

"EveryWare Global exemplifies modern businesses looking to the cloud for rapid response to changing 

business conditions, faster project implementation times, and reducing capital expenditure by moving to 

a pay as you go model," said Pete Stevenson, Chairman and CEO of Symmetry. "We are pleased to 

provide the purpose-built cloud architecture and deep SAP expertise that powers our customers' business 

solutions today while addressing their future requirements." 

Click here to return to Contents 

Large European Tier One Operator Selects Comptel 

16 December 2016 

One of the largest European tier one operators has selected Comptel’s FlowOneV solution to perform 

end-to-end orchestration for their virtualized infrastructure across all their operating companies.   

Operators are moving from equipment based networks to software-based networks. Comptel is in the 

forefront of this conversion within the industry as a software vendor.  

This deal is strategically significant for Comptel as Comptel is providing its new FlowOne V solution 

for the tier one operator’s next generation platform. Going forward, all tier one operators are expected to 

introduce end-to-end orchestration as a part of their SDN/NFV deployments.  

Comptel’s solution will act as an orchestrator within the end-to-end service management layer, which 

defines and delivers IT applications and NFV services from multiple data centers as end-to-end services. 

It allows operators to transform their current service delivery processes by linking the cloud and 

physical resources with business management processes and systems.  

“Through FlowOne V, Comptel has recognized that the telco virtual revolution demands a solution that 

can consolidate, automate and orchestrate services with an agile end-to-end perspective. This is our first 

commercial NFV deal and a strong reference for Comptel’s future position in this market, ” said Juhani 

Hintikka, CEO, Comptel.  

Comptel introduced FlowOne V for Digital Service Lifecycle Management in February 2016. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Manzi Selects Centric Software PLM 

15 December 2016 

Manzi, a luxury Chinese pantyhose company, has selected Centric Software to provide its PLM solution. 

Manzi will be Centric’s twentieth customer in China, underscoring the Silicon Valley based software 

company’s market leadership in the region and healthy knowledge of local industry best practices. 

With an annual sales volume of over $100 million, Manzi’s growth prompted a search for a PLM 

solution to rationalize product design, production and sales. 

“We realized that we needed to invest in a product lifecycle management solution and began an 

intensive search for a PLM provider in September 2015,” says Ms. Wangtintin, Manzi CEO. “We 

examined several of the large PLM providers, but ultimately we were impressed by the Centric team’s 

file:///C:/Users/Jillian%20Hayes/Documents/Newsletter%202016/DAILY/16December2016.doc%23Contents
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knowledge and enthusiasm. After a year of searching, we feel that our PLM development is in the right 

hands.” 

“The Centric team provided a very in-depth demonstration of their solution,” explains Ms. Wangtintin. 

“We have examined Centric PLM in great detail and we are confident that Centric can fulfill a smooth 

implementation and get our PLM system up and running in good time.” 

Since its Shanghai office opened in 2014, Centric Software has become the market leader in PLM for 

fashion and consumer goods companies in the Greater China region. 

“We would like to welcome Manzi on board as our twentieth customer in China,” says Chris Groves, 

President and CEO of Centric. “We look forward to partnering with Manzi to enable users to design in 

greater detail, gain more control over production and ensure quality products going to market. We are 

proud to include them in the Centric family.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Micronas Accelerates Product Development with OpenText 

13 December 2016 

OpenText™ today announced that Micronas, a TDK group company that develops and manufactures 

semiconductor-based sensor and IC system solutions for automotive and industrial electronics, is using 

OpenText Connectivity Solutions to cut time to market, protect proprietary information and centralize 

data operations for more rapid execution of research and development. 

Micronas designs and manufactures semiconductor-based sensors for all major automotive electronics 

customers worldwide. The company has its operational headquarters in Freiburg, Germany, with part of 

its Research & Development (R&D) team located in Munich, and currently employs approximately 900 

people. 

The process of designing integrated circuits has exacting computing demands and requires powerful 

software, including graphically-intensive interactive layout tools. This makes it necessary for Micronas 

to provide its engineers with the necessary processing power and the fastest possible data access, making 

it a challenge to serve a distributed R&D team. To help address these challenges, Micronas 

selected OpenText Exceed™ TurboX to centralize data handling for its engineers. Exceed™ TurboX 

provides server-side application execution and front-end rendering, delivered over a network 

connection, removing the dependency on costly local data centers to ensure the necessary power and 

speed for the engineering process. 

"We immediately benefitted from faster execution, with far less data being transmitted over our wide 

area network," said Paul Blenderman, manager of Services and Infrastructure for Micronas. "Our R&D 

engineers have been able to work more quickly, not suffering from network latency in the way they used 

to. Data remains on our central servers, which also means we're not sending important intellectual 

property across the network – it's never transmitted or stored remotely or insecurely." 

Deploying OpenText Connectivity Solutions has improved performance, simplified administration and 

improved collaboration, and has enabled Micronas designers and layout specialists to work remotely. 

This removes the requirement for complex server environments in small offices and allows Micronas to 

widen its talent pool. 

"We can operate a development center in the silicon valley of Munich, even though our data center is 

file:///C:/Users/Jillian%20Hayes/Documents/Newsletter%202016/DAILY/16December2016.doc%23Contents
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located hundreds of miles away. This helps us provide the high performance, remote application, and 

data access demanded by users, without the local data center infrastructure overhead," said Blenderman. 

Click here to return to Contents 

ZF Friedrichshafen Selects PTC PLM Enterprise Solutions and ThingWorx Technology 

15 December 2016 

PTC today announced that ZF Friedrichshafen AG will implement PTC’s Windchill® PLM (product 

lifecycle management) and PTC IntegrityTM ALM (application lifecycle management) enterprise 

solutions across all divisions. ZF also has procured PTC’s ThingWorx® IoT technology platform starter 

kit. This selection of PTC technology will support the global player in continuing its digital 

transformation journey. 

ZF is a leader in driveline and chassis technology as well as active and passive safety technology. The 

company acquired TRW Automotive in 2015, which was then integrated within the organization as the 

Active & Passive Safety Technology Division. The combined company has a global workforce of 

around 135,000 with approximately 230 locations in some 40 countries. ZF is one of the largest 

automotive suppliers worldwide. 

ZF determined it would need to adopt PLM and ALM enterprise solutions across all divisions to enable 

the company to digitally transform its business, improve systems engineering, and support global 

production. ZF undertook a broad and extensive benchmarking process that began with defining and 

analyzing its business processes and use cases. After close scrutiny of competitive systems, ZF was 

convinced the PTC solutions were the best fit and the best technology to address its future business 

challenges. 

One decisive factor for its selection was the new functionality provided by PTC Navigate™, a 

customizable user interface for PLM that provides flexible access to enterprise-wide product data, 

including ALM information. ZF also selected various PTC packages such as Requirements & Validation 

and Global Software Development to support its systems engineering work. PTC solutions enable ZF to 

take a multi-discipline approach to digital product traceability, enabling a consistent Bill of Materials 

(BoM) across the enterprise. The ThingWorx starter package will enable ZF to support its digitization 

strategy and standardize its IoT platform for a smart, connected future. 

All PTC solutions are offered in a subscription license model, which offers companies the flexibility to 

adjust software volume based on need. ZF will leverage PTC Professional Services to deploy and adopt 

PTC’s enterprise solutions. 

“ZF’s selection of PTC technology to drive its digital transformation demonstrates the strategic 

importance of adopting solutions that provide closed-loop lifecycle management,” said Kevin Wrenn, 

divisional general manager, PLM segment, PTC. “We look forward to accompanying ZF on its 

journey.” 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Product News 

Alphacam 2017 R1 Enhances Simulation and Automation   
13 December 2016 

The latest edition of Alphacam, from Vero Software is rich with new features ranging across the 

modules, making it easier to use and improve productivity. 

Amongst the new and enhanced functionality: 

 User interface improvements 

 New 3D Machining command 

 Updates to Machining cycles 

 Sawing enhancements 

 Simulation updates 

 Automation Manager improvements 

 New CAD files and versions 

The overall user experience has been augmented in a number of ways, including restyled dialogs to 

provide a more intuitive layout, with images and tooltips included to help the user.  An example is the 

new 3D Machining dialog which provides the interface to multiple machining strategies in a consistent 

manner. Strategies available in the 3D Machining command are: Along Intersection; Constant Cusp; 

Cylindrical Parallel; Cylindrical Profiling; Drive Curves; and Z Contour Roughing. 

The Work Plane Properties option in the Project Manager displays a window with a grid containing 

details of the work planes in the active drawing, such as the name and offset number, which can also be 

edited in the grid. Additionally, it is now possible to rename the move clamp/fixture operation in the 

Quick Edit window. 

A new option in Drawing Notes means the Add-ins dialog will only be displayed if the opened drawing 

file already contains notes.  

In Machining, the Cylindrical Parallel strategy now gives the option of setting the width of cut as a 

distance, and when editing settings, the Drawing Area will update with a preview of the tool and holder, 

if applicable. The machining area is indicated by a transparent shaded region around the part that is 

automatically updated when settings are changed in the dialog, allowing the user to visualise the effect 

that a change has on the operation.  

Alphacam Router now includes improved foul avoidance for sawing. Previously when using a saw to cut 

parts, the risk of fouling other parts was increased due to the size of the blade. Alphacam 2017 R1 

sawing operations now checks for fouling against all geometries selected for the same operation, 

resulting in toolpaths being trimmed, if necessary. This means that parts can be laid out on a sheet and 

all sawn as the same operation, using the automatic fouling check. The operator can use the new path 

extensions tool with options for extending saw paths by either, Distance, to Boundary or Pick Point, 

with reversing options. 

For Simulator, the new release sees XY configurations supported on both the head and table.  
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The transfer of 5-axis toolpaths between Alphacam and the simulator has been optimised, meaning that 

complex operations containing toolpaths comprising thousands of individual elements are much faster. 

Furthermore, if program stops are included in the operation, they will now be recognised. All these 

improvements make the user experience more realistic and speed up the simulation process. 

Automation Manager sees several new options that provide flexibility and performance improvements, 

these include: 

 Feature Extraction - From Faces: An option that enables the user to extract the solid body outline 

of the part. 

 For non-nested job files the ‘From Job’ option is now available in the Machining Order drop-

down menu in the Processing Tab. This is now set as the default selection for non-nested job 

files. 

 Alphacam 2017 R1 gives the ability to copy and paste styles in the layer mapping setup tree by 

right-clicking and selecting Copy or Paste on the menu. Settings are retained when copying, 

which enhances efficiency by removing the need to re-apply settings each time a style is applied 

to a layer. It is also possible to copy and paste a complete setup, if required. 

General Enhancements 

Work Volume support has been added for the Parametric Sketcher – useful with many post processors 

that require the work volume dimensions for the NC controller. 

User configurable Default Layer Setting – useful when creating designs with set layer configurations. 

Improved Solid Model Assembly Splitting Support for SolidWorks and Solid Edge assemblies. 

The Area Estimate routine has been improved to take account of drilled holes. 

Alphacam’s Network License Profiles allow users to save their own selection of system and module 

licenses as a single profile, making it quick and easy to select pre-defined license options. For example, 

all network licensing users can create their own set of License Profiles and copy them to a shared folder 

on a nominated network PC, ensuring that all users can access the same ones. A particular profile can be 

specified when Profiles are being configured, or an option can be checked to select one from the list 

displayed when the licensed application is run. 

Click here to return to Contents 

BETA CAE Systems Announces the Release of v16.2.4 of its Software Suite 

8 December 2016 

BETA CAE Systems announces the release of the new ANSA / Eπilysis / µETA v16.2.4 suite. 

This maintenance release is focused on the correction of identified issues and is addressed to those who 

wish to continue to use the v16.2x branch with its issues resolved and not upgrade to v17x. 

ANSA files saved by all the first and second point releases of a major version are compatible to each 

other. New major versions can read files saved by previous ones but not vice versa. 

μETA Project files saved from version 16.2.4 are compatible and can be opened by μETA version 16.0.0 

or later. To be readable by μETA versions earlier than v16.0.0, they have to be saved selecting the 

option "Version <16.0.0". 
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Support for 32-bit platform has been discontinued for all operating systems. 

Customers who are served directly by BETA CAE Systems, or its subsidiaries, may download the new 

software, examples and documentation from their account on our server.  

For a full list of enhancements, please click here. 

Click here to return to Contents 

CCE's CAT5Works Ready for SOLIDWORKS 2017 

14 December 2016 

CCE announces the immediate availability of an updated version of its CAT5Works product that 

supports the latest version of SOLIDWORKS. 

CAT5Works is a bi-directional SOLIDWORKS /CATIA data translator, which enables CATIA file 

translation from within SOLIDWORKS. The latest version of CAT5Works is compatible with 

SOLIDWORKS 2014 through 2017 on 32-bit and 64-bit versions of Windows 7/8/8.1/10 systems. 

CAT5Works enables seamless design collaboration between CATIA V5 / CATIA V4 and 

SOLIDWORKS systems. CAT5Works imports CATIA V5 Release 6 to 26 part (*.CATPart)/ assembly 

(*.CATProduct) files to SOLIDWORKS, and exports SOLIDWORKS files to CATIA V5 part 

(*.CATPart) / assembly (*.CATProduct)/ shape (.CATShape) files. 

“It’s important for CCE to keep pace with its customer base as they transition to the latest version of 

SOLIDWORKS. Year after year, we have consistently met our goal of updating our software timed very 

close to general availability of the CAD update. This new CAT5Works release is a way for us to 

demonstrate our continued commitment to our customers who need high-quality and reliable data 

translation between CATIA and SOLIDWORKS,” said Vinay Wagle, CCE's Vice President of Sales and 

Marketing. 

CAT5Works supports batch translations for convenient handling of bulk data. It also supports the 

transfer of CATIA V5 FT&A entities (texts, tolerances, datums and symbols) into SOLIDWORKS. 

CATIA data can be filtered based on entity types and layer nos. before conversion into SOLIDWORKS. 

Support for CATIA V5 attributes was enhanced to provide feature names for geometric entities 

including solids, sheets, reference planes and co-ordinate systems.CAT5Works also exports 

SOLIDWORKS assemblies based on the Component Configurations. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Granta Design Announces GRANTA MI Version 9 Materials Information Management Software 

15 December 2016 

Granta Design today announced GRANTA MI™ Version 9, the latest version of its leading materials 

information management software, delivering a series of new tools based on extensive experience and 

feedback from enterprise implementations worldwide. This major annual release rolls-up all the 

upgrades and updates from the past year, adds further enhancements, and delivers these new capabilities 

to all GRANTA MI customers. Version 9 delivers faster material datasheet load-times and major speed-

ups in the import of large data sets relative to Version 8, while new features enable important 

engineering workflows. 

http://www.beta-cae.com/news/20161208_announcement_suite_v16.2.4.htm
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One such set of workflows are those relating to data entry and data requests, which are vital to building a 

‘gold source’ of all corporate materials information. Enhancements to the MI:Explore technology, which 

creates simple, targeted web apps that interact with GRANTA MI, mean that it is now easier to add data 

in a controlled manner—for example, a technician can enter test data via a simple form; this data is 

automatically placed, named, and linked to related information. Such tools can also trigger requests for 

new tests or information. Similarly, Computer-Aided Design (CAD) users can now request a variant 

material from their material teams based on an existing specification, identifying properties that are 

inadequate for their intended application. This enables innovation while ensuring the use of approved 

data. 

Managing and re-using knowledge and experience is also made easier by the new ‘collections’ feature, 

which helps users to identify and share data sets with common themes. Other new tools enable easy 

capture of context and application information—e.g., by simple drag-and-drop of images into the 

database. Designers selecting a material can also now use an app to connect seamlessly to their 

corporate Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) system and ask: “Where is this material used?” 

Accessing knowledge from earlier applications helps to optimize design and avoids repeated product 

failures or errors. 

Enhanced support for generating accurate Computer-Aided Engineering (CAE) input models is provided 

by the new GRANTA MI:Simulation™ software package. This ensures fully-traceable derivation of 

these models through new GRANTA MI:Data Analysis Apps™, which support key tasks such as curve 

smoothing, averaging, and model fitting. New scripting tools enable these apps to be tailored to the 

specific needs of a company using common scripting languages such as MATLAB® and Python®. 

Enhancements to the MI:Materials Gateway™ software provide smooth access to these material models 

from directly within CAE environments, helping simulation analysts to find and use the right data. 

Organizations can now guarantee consistency and maximize returns from their investments in 

simulation. 

Version 9 also makes it simple to update and manage restricted substances (substances of 

concern) information. Users can easily apply updates of reference data from Granta on regulations (such 

as REACH), substances, materials, coatings, and specifications, merging and linking these with ever-

changing in-house data. A new ‘Substances to Specifications’ report navigates this complex information 

resource to identify which materials, coatings, or specifications contain particular chemical substances. 

With this knowledge, enterprises can assess their exposure to risk and compliance obligations and then 

take appropriate action, such as controlling material and process selection, saving time and cost due to 

disruptions downstream. 

The release also makes it easier than ever to export more types of data, including multiple files and 

images, to Excel® and other engineering software. It benefits from new tools released earlier this year to 

manage additive manufacturing data and help with composite qualification. Finally, the comprehensive 

GRANTA MI library of reference data on metals, composites, plastics, ceramics and natural materials 

has been updated—including the latest MMPDS-09 aerospace alloy data, new versions of CAMPUS® 

and Prospector® Plastics, and new MI-21, StahlDat, and SteelSpec data on steels and other metals. 

“Integrating 'material intelligence' across your enterprise enables you to get the most out of your 

strategic and valuable corporate materials knowledge,” says Dan Williams, Product Manager for 

GRANTA MI. “With GRANTA MI Version 9, we have made enhancements based on customer 

feedback to deliver our most powerful enterprise version yet.” 

https://www.grantadesign.com/products/mi/explore.htm
https://www.grantadesign.com/products/mi/analysis.htm
https://www.grantadesign.com/products/data/stahldat.htm
https://www.grantadesign.com/products/data/steelspec.htm
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Grasshopper-ARCHICAD Live Connection Now Also Available for Mac OS Users 

13 December 2016 

GRAPHISOFT® has announced the release of its intelligent Grasshopper–ARCHICAD Live 

Connection for the Mac OS. This industry-first, bi-directional “live” connection allows Rhino and 

Grasshopper users to connect to a professional BIM software (ARCHICAD) on both the Windows and 

Mac operating systems. 

Developed by GRAPHISOFT, Rhino-Grasshopper-ARCHICAD connections allow architects to 

leverage the strengths of the three design environments -- Rhino, Grasshopper and ARCHICAD -- 

filling a gap in the design process between early stage design and Building Information Modeling 

(BIM). Now, Mac users can access this unique connection, offering tools beyond seamless bi-directional 

geometry transfer and allowing basic geometrical shapes to be translated into full BIM elements, while 

maintaining algorithmic editing functionality. 

According to Robert McNeel, CEO, McNeel & Associates, "The development of Rhino and 

Grasshopper for Mac OS is a response to our customers around the world who wanted to be able to work 

with our products on their favorite platform.” 

“We’re pleased to offer this revolutionary algorithmic design-to-BIM workflow to our Mac users as 

well,” said Peter Temesvari, Director of Product Management, GRAPHISOFT. “The most popular 

algorithmic design solution, combined with the best architectural BIM solution, running on designers’ 

most popular platform, ensures the best design experience possible.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Introducing AutoCAD 2017 for Mac and AutoCAD LT 2017 for Mac 

12 December 2016 

Autodesk announces the launch of AutoCAD 2017 for Mac and AutoCAD LT 2017 for Mac. The 

AutoCAD team spent the past year making many improvements and enhancements to the software. The 

enhancements in this release were designed to match workflows, making this the ultimate Mac-native 

AutoCAD release. From modern, customizable tool sets, to importing PDFs and running multiple 

AutoCAD sessions side-by-side, many sought-after features were added, allowing users to focus on 

designing. 

Key enhancements: 

 User interface more organized and intuitive 

 Tool sets more efficient and customizable 

 File tabs offer easy access to open drawing 

 More control importing PDFs 

 Multiple AutoCAD sessions welcome 

For more details about these and other additional new features (including associative centerlines and 

center marks, text editor visor, parametric menu, and the license manager among others), please check 
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out the complete Preview Guide. 

Read the full post by clicking here. 

Click here to return to Contents 

MachineWorks Teams with Stratasys to Accelerate 3D Print Environments via Polygonica Software 

15 December 2016 

Further enabling 3D printing to be more accurate and reliable, MachineWorks Ltd. today announced a 

new partnership with Stratasys Ltd. Core to the agreement, the company's premier Polygonica software 

will now work seamlessly inside Stratasys GrabCAD Print.  

 

Designed to make 3D printing easier and more accurate, GrabCAD Print resides on the popular SaaS 

platform and is powered by a new "design-to-3D print" workflow application. Taking this solution 

further, it will now incorporate Polygonica mesh libraries - enabling automatic mesh repair, mesh 

offsetting, Boolean operations, and analysis functions.  

 

Dr Fenqiang Lin, MachineWorks Managing Director, explained, "GrabCAD and Polygonica share the 

same philosophy of enabling a single ‘click-to-print' methodology for 3D models, in the same way we 

do with 2D printing. The user doesn't want or need to know about what software is used to prepare the 

file, they just want their CAD model printed with the minimum of fuss."  

 

Polygonica's mesh repair functions ensure models are closed and watertight, free of self-intersections, 

badly oriented triangles, noise shells and non-manifold edges. The algorithms can be applied either fully 

or semi-automatically to ensure minimal disruption to the printing workflow. Robust Boolean and 

offsetting operations are vital for preparation tasks such as splitting models, engraving meshes, 

hollowing and infilling meshes; Polygonica analysis tools such as optimal orientation and clash 

detection can be used for build plate optimisation.  

 

"MachineWorks has set an industry standard for CNC simulation and verification software - backed by 

its robust Polygonica solid modelling toolkit for processing polygon meshes," said Jon Stevenson, 

Senior Vice President Global Software, Stratasys. "Combined with the power of GrabCAD Print to 

streamline and simplify the 3D printing process, customers can dramatically enhance 3D printing design 

freedom and creativity to accelerate the prototyping, tooling and manufacturing process."  

Click here to return to Contents 

MathWorks Speeds Up FPGA-in-the-Loop Verification 

13 December 2016 

MathWorks today announced new capabilities in HDL Verifier to speed up FPGA-in-the-loop (FIL) 

verification. The new FIL capabilities enable faster communication with the FPGA board and higher 

clock frequency simulation. Now, system engineers and researchers can confidently and quickly verify 

and validate that an FPGA design works as expected in the system, saving development time. 

With increasing complexity of signal processing, vision processing, and control system algorithms, 

simulating hardware implementation on an FPGA board helps validate the design in its system context. 

http://blogs.autodesk.com/autocad/autocad-2017-for-mac/
http://www.manufacturingtomorrow.com/news/2016/12/15/machineworks-teams-with-stratasys-to-accelerate-3d-print-environments-via-polygonica-software/8928/
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HDL Verifier for FIL verification automates the setup and connection of MATLAB and Simulink test 

environments to designs running on FPGA development boards. This helps to deliver high-fidelity 

cosimulations of the FPGA designs running on actual hardware, while reusing the same test 

environment used for development. 

The R2016b release allows engineers to specify a custom frequency for their FPGA system clock, with 

clock rates up to five times faster than previously possible with FIL. And for designs that use 

overclocking factors when targeting an FPGA, such as control applications, larger data output sizes can 

be used to increase throughput. Engineers can now also utilize FIL (using the PCI Express interface) to 

speed up communications between MATLAB and Simulink, and Xilinx KC705/VC707 and Intel 

Cyclone V GT/Stratix V DSP development boards, with simulation speeds 3-4 times faster than Gigabit 

Ethernet. 

“As electronic systems become more complex, the need to accurately prototype as a validation step 

becomes vital,” said Jack Erickson, product manager at MathWorks. “HDL Verifier now allows 

engineers to run designs on real hardware, at realistic clock frequencies, and with fast runtimes. Being 

able to do this from MATLAB and Simulink is an easy way to validate hardware design within the 

algorithm development environment.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

MSC Software Releases Easy5 2017 to Deliver Easier, Real-time Simulation & Enhanced FMI 

9 December 2016 

MSC Software Corporation, a global leader in helping product manufacturers to advance their 

engineering methods with simulation software and services, announced today, the newest release 

of Easy5 2017. Easy5 2017 expands its platform in Multi-domain modeling and simulation solutions to 

deliver even more enhanced performance. The release will be available in December 2016. 

Highlights of this release include: 

 Functional Mock-up Unit Export 

With Easy5 2017, Functional Mock up Unit (FMI) for Model Exchange is supported. Users can now 

designate quantities with "Parameter" causality, so that they are not allowed to vary during a simulation. 

This provides engineers with a more generalized, portable method for exporting Easy5 models into other 

tools or including models from other tools into their Easy5 models. 

 Global Library Configuration Parameters 

Easy5 2017 now includes the ability to create global configuration parameters. The parameters are used 

to control how components in a particular application library are configured. 

The Thermal/Hydraulics Library supplied with Easy5 2017 includes two distinct configurations for 

many components: the normal default configuration and a "reduced order" configuration. The same 

model can switch between high fidelity and reduced order with a single command. This allows the user 

to build an exact simulation of a physical plant and/or controls, verify it, and then switch to an 

approximation that will run in real time without recoding or modifications. 

 Reduced Order Modeling 

The Thermal/Hydraulics Library (HC), delivered with Easy5 2017, now includes a global configuration 
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parameter to control whether hydraulics models are generated in full fidelity (default) or in a "reduced 

order" mode. A number of components now have an additional distinct configuration that simplifies the 

generated executables to the point they can run with an Euler fixed-step integrator. 

Models can now be created, tested, and verified through FMU to run on real-time simulators. The 

process of reducing the model order requires minimal user interaction. Results from reduced order and 

full fidelity models can be directly compared for accuracy. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Omnify Software Introduces Empower 7.0 Product Lifecycle Management 

12 December 2016 

Omnify Software today announces the immediate availability of its next-generation Empower PLM 

product, version 7.0. This product release highlights Omnify’s dedication to delivering feature-rich, yet 

easy to use solutions for its customers. Version 7.0 was re-designed on a new technology platform 

offering an enhanced User Experience (UX) with a modern interface, simplified navigation and overall 

improved ease of use. 

The Omnify Empower PLM solution provides a central location to electronically manage parts, Bill of 

Materials (BOMs), Engineering Changes/ECOs, Documents, Projects, Quality/CAPAs, and Training 

Records. Version 7.0 offers all of the functionality of the existing system with many enhancements. 

Key Omnify Empower 7.0 product updates include: 

 Improved User Experience: Empower 7.0 leverages the latest browser technology to provide 

users with an enhanced experience by delivering an updated look and feel, improved navigation, 

independent scrolling slide-out panels, and extended User Interface (UI) options. 

 New Security Features: Omnify Empower offers both on-premises and hosted deployment 

options. New security features have been added for both our On-Premises and Hosted/SaaS 

customers, including an improved password framework with new retrieval options and an 

extended authentication platform that supports more Single Sign-On (SSO) methods and 

providers (LDAP, OAuth, SAML, etc.). 

 New Design Upload Wizard: CADKit, Empower’s design integration tool, includes a new 

Design Upload Wizard to help guide engineers when uploading design data from 3rd party tools. 

The upload utility will automatically recognize any changes and apply the redlines to new or 

existing Changes/ECOs. 

 New Silicon Expert Interface:  A new integration between Silicone Expert and Omnify Empower 

will supply users with detailed part information when creating new, corporate parts/part numbers 

and maintain a direct link to Silicon Expert to deliver the latest component information on those 

parts within Empower 7.0. 

 New Technology Platform: Empower 7.0 is built on a REST (Representational State Transfer) 

services platform to enhance the integration framework for 3rd Party systems with additional 

functionality, improved performance, and to simplify future integrations. 

“FACTS Engineering has utilized and depended on Omnify for controlling the development and 

sustainability of our products for over eight years,” stated Rick Walker, Vice President of FACTS 
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Engineering. “We are always excited to receive Omnify’s upgrades, rather than dreading them as we do 

with some other software providers, because we know that each new release offers more functionality, 

while remaining extremely easy to use.” Mr. Walker continued that, “the team at Omnify listens to our 

feedback and suggestions for new features as we see them implemented in the new product releases like 

7.0.” 

“As with all product updates, the enhancements made to this product release are a direct result of 

customer requests,” stated Chuck Cimalore, CTO for Omnify Software. “Empower PLM 7.0 is a pivotal 

release because it establishes a technology platform that will help us to more easily enhance our product 

with new features and integrations that customers require.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Propel Announces Latest Version of Its Customer-Centric Product Lifecycle Management Solution 

14 December 2016 

Propel today announced the latest release of the Propel PLM Suite. Propel is a manufacturing industry 

solution that expands PLM beyond traditional engineering users and allows customers to actively 

engage in the product development and launch process. 

By integrating Salesforce Sales Cloud with enterprise PLM capabilities, Propel makes it possible for 

everyone – customers, partners, sales, marketing, engineers, operations and more – to collaborate on 

changing product requirements, designs and tasks. As manufacturers continue to improve customer 

responsiveness, the solution helps companies drive greater customer transparency, more coordinated 

product launches and higher quality products. 

Propel recently received the 2016 Salesforce Partner Innovation Award in Manufacturing with one of its 

customers, AMS Technologies, who is using Salesforce and Propel to transform how engineers, 

customers and suppliers collaborate on new customer-driven solutions. 

Key Features for Propel  

 Product Requests and Opportunities: sales representatives can accurately capture requests from 

their customers using Sales Cloud and manage the requests with Propel’s modern PLM 

capabilities 

 Insights into Requests: manufacturers can more intelligently set product strategy by classifying 

and drilling down on customer requests based on request type, related products, customer 

demographics, and more 

 Customer Collaboration: customers can be more engaged in the development process by using 

threaded discussions on product designs, suggesting new features and product redlines to bills of 

materials, and tracking product-related tasks 

 Customer Product Approvals: manufacturing companies can speed up development by having 

customers review and approve product updates using configurable workflows 

 “Many firms are gaining a competitive advantage by working more closely with their customers,” 

according to Brian Sohmers, Chief Product Officer at Propel. “Propel combines CRM and PLM to 

deliver a customer-centric solution that helps manufacturers get the right products to their customers 

quickly and accurately. Whether you’re a high-tech electronics company or chemical manufacturer, you 

can now have customers directly engage with everyone in the product creation process – from the first 
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interaction with a salesperson to detailed design discussions with engineers to understanding installation 

requirements from service partners.” 

“We needed a PLM solution that could be customer-facing, easy to use for dispersed teams, and 

seamlessly integrated with our Salesforce system,” said Jan Meise, CEO of AMS Technologies. “With 

Propel, AMS Technologies can work much more closely with our customers to deliver the innovative 

solutions they need to succeed.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Theorem Releases Creo to CATIA 3DEXPERIENCE Multi-CAD V19.3 

13 December 2016 

Tamworth based Theorem Solutions have released V19.3, the latest version of Theorem's Creo to 

CATIA 3DEXPERIENCE Multi-CAD product. 

  

V19.3 supports CATIA V6-6R2013x, 3DEXPERIENCE R2014x, R2015x and R2016x, as well as Creo 

2.0 and 3.0, providing the user with the highest levels of interoperability.  

 

This uni-directional product can be packaged with Theorem’s CATIA 3DEXPERIENCE Multi-CAD to 

Creo product, creating a bi-directional translator. 

 

Based upon the Dassault Systemes strategic XCAD technology, Theorem’s Multi-CAD enables the 

CATIA 3DEXPERIENCE user to interactively work with native Creo parts and assemblies in an 

interactive CATIA 3DEXPERIENCE session. This is achieved by simply selecting the Creo part or 

assembly to be imported into CATIA 3DEXPERIENCE allowing the user to work with the Creo data to 

perform Design Modification, Design-in-Context and Manufacturing activities. 

 

Multi-CAD products support the introduction of assembly structure, geometry and Functional 

Tolerancing and Annotation (FTA) together with system defined attribute information and colour 

information from Creo data with additional support for the processing of Model Based Definition 

(MBD) information from native CAD. In V19.3 the FTA is supported for both Creo to CATIA 

3DEXPERIENCE Multi-CAD, and CATIA 3DEXPERIENCE Multi-CAD to Creo directions. 

 

Theorem’s Multi-CAD application is an easy to use and efficient solution to the problems that can be 

encountered when a CATIA 3DEXPERIENCE user needs to work with Creo data regularly during a 

design project. 

 

Theorem’s strategic partnerships with Dassault Systemes and PTC ensures that there is parallel 

development between the latest releases of CATIA 3DEXPERIENCE, Creo and Theorem’s Multi-CAD 

products, allowing Theorem to continue to provide data solutions for the CATIA and PTC communities. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

 


