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 CIMdata News 
CIMdata Announces the Location for the First Product Lifecycle Management Certificate Program 
of 2016 
22 December 2015 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic consulting and research firm announces that the first 
CIMdata PLM Certificate program of 2016 will take place at the Kensington Court Hotel in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan from March 7-11. The program is recognized as the PLM industry’s most comprehensive 
solution-agnostic education offering. 
The three- or five-day program prepares PLM professionals to successfully address the challenges 
commonly faced in PLM strategy development and implementation. The assessment-based certificate 
program includes a personalized classroom experience, individual and team-based exercises, and 
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individual evaluations of achievement. The program is facilitated by a team of CIMdata experts. Upon 
successful completion of the program, participants receive a CIMdata PLM Certificate and are invited to 
join CIMdata’s global PLM Leadership community. 
The program, which is available to industrial companies that are considering or are already 
implementing PLM, and to PLM solution and service providers, is built on CIMdata’s over 30 years of 
experience guiding industrial companies in successfully defining and implementing best-in-class PLM 
strategies and tactics. Additional programs will be held in Amsterdam, The Netherlands from June 6-10; 
Boston, Massachusetts from October 3-7; and Santa Clara, California from December 5-9. For more 
information on CIMdata’s PLM Certificate Program visit our website at 
http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/plm-certificate-program. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Acquisitions 
Nemetschek acquires leading BIM specialist Solibri 
21 December 2015 

Software provider Nemetschek AG has agreed to acquire 100% of the shares of Solibri Oy, based in 
Helsinki, Finland. Nemetschek was able to successfully beat several potential buyers because of its 
group structure with an independent brand offering. 

Solibri is a globally leading and internationally aligned provider of software solutions for the quality 
assurance and quality control of Building Information Modeling (BIM), the digital work method for 
designing, constructing and operating buildings. The “Solibri Model Checker” validates that BIM 
models in particular are compliant in terms of integrity, quality and country-specific standards 
throughout the whole design and building processes. The evaluation of entire projects according to 
logical analysis rules which detect errors is unique worldwide. Solibri – like all the brands of the 
Nemetschek Group – is a proponent of open standards (Open BIM) and enables the application of 
building-relevant information via open interfaces across all stages in the building process. 
Solibri was founded in 1999 and has around 35 employees. In addition to its headquarters in Helsinki, 
the company has branches in the US and UK and sales organizations in Spain and Germany. For the 
2015 financial year, Solibri anticipates revenue amounting to just under EUR 5 million, an increase of 
more than 50% compared to the previous year. An operating margin (EBITDA margin) of more than 
20% is expected for 2015. 
The fixed component of the purchase price of the acquisition amounts to EUR 32 million. Financing is 
through the taking out of a loan. This is supplemented by earn-out components, which are linked to the 
increase in revenue and to profitability in the financial year of 2017. According to today’s perspective, 
earn-out payments amounting to approx. EUR 13 million are forecast. The acquisition is expected to be 
completed by the end of 2015. 
Strategically, Solibri is very significant for the further development of the Nemetschek Group. The 
solutions are a perfect complement; they will have a central position in the Nemetschek Group’s 
solution portfolio and connect all brands and their products by means of an integrated and holistic 
workflow. In addition, Solibri already has a high degree of presence in the building sector, which will 
reinforce customer access for the Nemetschek Group in this strongly growing market. Solibri targets 
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clients across the entire AEC industry life cycle, e.g. construction companies, general contractors, 
architects, engineers and building owners. Sales are made directly as well as via a network of resellers. 
Today the solutions are already being sold worldwide. 
“The acquisition of Solibri has been consistent with our acquisition strategy in the AEC industry and 
greatly strengthens our global position as a leading provider of Open BIM solutions. With the support of 
the Nemetschek Group, Solibri will continue to pursue its international growth strategy and benefit from 
our global customer access,” comments Patrik Heider, CFOO and Spokesman of the Nemetschek Group. 
“In Solibri we see a strongly growing company which will strategically strengthen our solution 
portfolio.” 
Solibri, in turn, will profit from a strong group with an international sales focus and direct access to a 
growing customer base with more than 1.8 million users worldwide. “Synergies with the Nemetschek 
brands pave the way for further successful growth. I am convinced that we are an excellent fit for the 
Nemetschek Group and that we will benefit considerably from one another and further reinforce our 
market position,” says Heikki Kulusjärvi, CEO of Solibri. 
Adherence to BIM standards for publicly financed building projects is a much-discussed topic 
worldwide as compliance becomes increasingly required by governments and public authorities. With 
the comprehensive application of BIM regulations, the demand for Solibri solutions is growing since 
they perform the required quality checks and improve processes. This results in considerable advantages 
in terms of cost and efficiency as well as a high degree of design reliability and transparency. 

Click here to return to Contents 

PTC to Acquire Kepware, Will Extend Internet of Things Offering with Access to Industrial 
Automation Data 
23 December 2015 

PTC today announced it has signed a definitive agreement to acquire Kepware, a software development 
company that provides communications connectivity to industrial automation environments, for 
approximately $100 million, plus up to an additional $18 million based on achievement of certain 
strategic initiatives and financial results. The acquisition will enhance PTC’s portfolio of Internet of 
Things (IoT) technology, and accelerate the company’s entry into the factory setting and Industrial IoT 
(IIoT). 
Founded in 1995 and located in Portland, Maine, Kepware serves customers in more than 120 countries 
in such industries as manufacturing, oil and gas, building automation, and power and utilities. The 
company’s flagship product, KEPServerEX, connects disparate devices and control systems, providing 
users with a single source of industrial data. 
Kepware’s KEPServerEX will become a strategic component of the PTC ThingWorx® IoT technology 
platform. Once the companies’ products are integrated, machine data will be able to be aggregated into 
the PTC ThingWorx platform, integrated with a wide array of internal and external information, and 
then automatically analyzed using ThingWorx machine learning capabilities. The integration will allow 
organizations to gain tremendous enterprise-wide insight and to proactively optimize mission-critical 
processes – enabling them to improve operational performance, quality, and time to market. 
PTC has established a dedicated business segment and has formed a strategic alliance with GE to pursue 
this brilliant factory opportunity. The acquisition of Kepware is intended to complement the alliance with 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ptc.com%2Fnews%2F2015%2Fge-ptc-alliance-pursue-brilliant-factory-opportunity&esheet=51249002&newsitemid=20151223005104&lan=en-US&anchor=has+formed+a+strategic+alliance+with+GE+to+pursue+this+brilliant+factory+opportunity&index=1&md5=5bb9378a7b94e104f095b7ff2e61caad
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GE. 
Kepware and PTC share many common customers that will be able to realize value from the acquisition. 
Industrial environments already leveraging Kepware technology will be able to benefit from the added 
breadth of capabilities available in the PTC ThingWorx IoT technology platform. The acquisition of 
Kepware will also provide a fast-to-value connectivity option for PTC customers to gain visibility into 
data from a vast range of industrial controls and production equipment, enabling them to kick-start their 
smart, connected factory initiatives. 
“PTC is committed to helping manufacturers, infrastructure operators, and others realize the enormous 
value inherent in the Internet of Things,” said Jim Heppelmann, president and CEO, PTC. “With this 
acquisition, we will gain entry into heterogeneous factory and operating environments with robust 
technology, an impressive list of customers, and a high-quality, profitable company with incredibly 
talented employees.” 
“Kepware and PTC share a common vision of helping organizations realize the potential of the 
Industrial Internet of Things,” said, Tony Paine, CEO, Kepware. “We believe this acquisition will 
benefit our customers, partners, and employees – and ultimately drive software innovation for industrial 
automation markets. We are excited for the opportunity to become part of PTC.” 
Over the past 12 months, privately-held Kepware generated approximately $20 million in revenue. PTC 
expects to draw on its credit facility to finance this transaction and expects Kepware to be neutral to its 
FY’16 non-GAAP EPS. The transaction is expected to close in early 2016, subject to customary closing 
conditions, including regulatory approval. PTC intends to maintain the Kepware partner ecosystem and 
to continue developing and enhancing the Kepware technology, once acquired. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Company News 
ESI's new European HPC Center Benefits from the Latest Datacenter Infrastructures by Legrand 
22 December 2015 
ESI Group announces the opening of its new European HPC Center. The datacenter is now based on 
the Teratec Campus, an ideal location to launch collaborative High-Performance Computing (HPC) 
projects as it is in the vicinity of Europe's biggest HPC center: the CEA's "Très Grand Centre de Calcul". The 
new datacenter will effectively act as ESI's PoD (Point of Delivery), serving all ESI offices across 
Europe as a platform for ESI's new software development and engineering services alike. ESI teamed up 
with Legrand, the global specialist in electrical and digital building infrastructures to meet the technical 
challenges surrounding this project. 
For years, Legrand has been supplying integrated solutions for lighting, energy, networks, and access 
management in buildings. Present in more than 80 countries with a workforce of over 36,000, the 
Group's mission is to design, develop, and market electrical and digital systems that are both simple and 
innovative. Since 2009, Legrand has intensified its activity in the UPS (Uninterruptible Power Supply) 
sector, as required for efficiently operating datacenters aimed at supporting HPC activities, especially 
with the acquisition of S2S in France. 
To build its new datacenter at Teratec, ESI worked with Legrand Datacenter Solutions, a branch specialized 
in delivering adequate answers to the numerous challenges inherent to supercomputing: from energy 
efficiency to cooling, security, and scalability. ESI also teamed up with Minkels, a company belonging to 

http://www.globenewswire.com/newsroom/ctr?d=10158704&l=1&a=ESI%20Group&u=http%3A%2F%2FWww.esi-group.com
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the Legrand Group and specializing in datacenter hardware, including housing, UPS, cooling, 
monitoring and power distribution solutions, together with their partner Cap Ingelec, strong of 20 years' 
experience in data centers. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Geometric partners with Ganesh Machinery for 5-axis CNC machining solution 
22 December 2015 

Geometric Limited in partnership with Ganesh Machinery announced the availability of a turnkey 5-axis 
CNC machining solution for the North American markets that provides a ready-to-use 5-axis CNC 
machine, enabling manufacturing organizations to implement advanced machining capabilities more 
quickly and cost-effectively. 
This advanced machining solution includes CAMWorks® 3D CNC machining software, Ganesh’s new 
VFM 5X-8 5-Axis vertical machining center, and a certified post-processor. Because CAMWorks is 
bundled with the Ganesh 5-axis machine, the post processor is pre-programmed and certified, reducing 
the learning curve and time to productivity.  State of the art training has also been prepared specifically 
for this bundle, further reducing challenges often arising when implementing advanced multi-axis 
machining solutions. 
“As Ganesh enters the 5-axis CNC machining world, we realize that helping our customers become 
productive with our machines as quickly as possible demands the use of quality software with a clean 
post-processor. We wanted to package our machine with modern, easy-to-use CAM software that 
minimizes the learning curve and facilitates fast, successful implementation. We are familiar with 
CAMWorks software because we use it internally and believe it will help our customers get up and 
running more quickly. The fact that CAMWorks software utilizes the SOLIDWORKS® CAD modeler 
as its geometry engine is also a huge plus,” says Ganesh Owner, Harvinder Singh. 
“As part of this bundle, we’ve developed a CAMWorks post-processor specifically for the Ganesh 5-
axis machine, as well as a virtual machine simulation add-on for proving our complex toolpaths. 
Deploying 5-axis machining in a production environment is challenging, and many unforeseen delays 
related to software, post-processors, and training can occur. By partnering with Ganesh, we are helping 
businesses take 5-axis machining to production faster and without costly pitfalls,” explains Jim Foster, 
VP, Global Channel Sales and Marketing at Geometric.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Lantek and the Waterjet Corporation collaborate globally 
22 December 2015 

Lantek has reached a global agreement to supply its market leading Lantek Expert CADCAM software 
with the Waterjet Corporation’s range of Waterjet cutting machines. 
Waterjet Corporation has been building and supplying thousands machines since 1991 from its 
headquarters and manufacturing facilities in Monza, Italy. Since then it has developed an extensive 
range of standard and hi-tech customized waterjet machines offered through regional offices and a 
dealer network and global branches in the Far East, North America, Northern Europe and the Middle 
East. 
Its machines include cantilever and bridge designs and an exclusive 5-axis flying bridge technology 

http://www.globenewswire.com/newsroom/ctr?d=10158704&l=3&a=Cap%20Ingelec&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.capingelec.com%2F
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(Edge 5) which delivers significant productivity improvements. The company also offers combination 
plasma and waterjet machines and waterjet surface texturing technology. 
Lantek has managed to satisfy the technological needs of Waterjet Corporation to obtain the best quality 
in cutting, use the same software for cutting tubes and versatility in 5-axis cutting. 
By working with Lantek across all its global offices, the Waterjet Corporation will be able to benefit 
from a CADCAM system that has been tailored to suit each machine in its range and which will 
maximise the productivity possible on those machines. Lantek has been developing CADCAM systems 
for the sheet metal industry since 1986 and now has more than 16,000 customers worldwide, offices in 
15 countries and a global distribution network. It pays particular attention to the quality of technical 
support and rapid response for its customers, ensuring that its distributors have the skills to quickly 
resolve any questions, and the knowledge to offer innovative solutions. Waterjet Corporation’s 
customers will be able to take advantage of the advanced technology in Lantek Expert and the technical 
support available from Lantek’s local representatives to optimise production, reduce costs and increase 
return on investment. 
Alberto Martínez, Lantek's CEO says, “Building a global partnership with the Waterjet Corporation will 
enable it to offer its customers a turnkey solution which is fully supported internationally. We are very 
excited about the prospect of working with it and feel sure that we can make a positive contribution to 
the advanced technology the Waterjet Corporation offers, which has to be advantageous for both 
companies and for their end users.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

PTC University Honored with Brandon Hall Group Excellence Award in Technology 
21 December 2015 

PTC  today announced PTC University has been selected by the Brandon Hall Group as an award winner 
for “Best Advance in Learning Management Technology for External Training,” winning Bronze for its 
submission of: “Digital Guides: Lean and Green Content Delivery” 
The PTC Digital Class Guide was developed as an alternative to the traditional printed manual or 
standard e-book. PTC’s digital guide allow students to have 24/7 access to class material and organized 
notes in one place for reference at any time. Additionally, this responsive design makes consuming 
material on an iPad simple as students can bookmark pages and take notes within the electronic guide. 
Another benefit of the PTC Digital Class Guide is the environmental impact. Previously, more than 
31,000 instructor-led training guides were printed annually. By going digital, PTC University is saving 
an average of 70 tons of paper annually. According to conservativetree.org, this translates to saving 
more than 600 trees per year. 
“Since we started rolling out this program in 2014, we have received very positive feedback from our 
customers. Receiving this award is another important encouragement and shows that great user 
experience and sustainable thinking can go hand in hand,” said Stefan Helf, senior vice president, PTC 
University. 
A panel of veteran, independent senior industry experts, and Brandon Hall Group senior analysts and 
executives evaluated the entries based upon the following criteria: 

• Product: What was the product’s breakthrough innovation? 

http://www.lanteksms.com/uk/lantek-flex3d-5x
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ptc.com&esheet=51247096&newsitemid=20151221005050&lan=en-US&anchor=PTC&index=1&md5=f5e657bc9b1bbb7d86dbe978aa2e2231
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ptc.com%2Fservices%2Ftraining&esheet=51247096&newsitemid=20151221005050&lan=en-US&anchor=PTC+University&index=2&md5=f989cb9fc7172beafe7ab5a5f4e133c4
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• Unique differentiators: What makes the product unique and how does it differ 
from any competing products? 

• Value proposition: What problem does the product solve and/or what need does 
this product address? 

• Measurable results: What are the benefits customers can expect to experience as 
a result of using this product? 

“Our award winners are the most visionary and innovative developers of HCM technology solutions that 
move organizations forward in serving employees, customers and investors,” said Rachel Cooke, chief 
operating officer, Brandon Hall Group. “I think everyone can learn from the achievements of our award 
recipients. We congratulate PTC on achieving this distinction.” 

With more than 200 training centers in 35 countries, and more than 400 certified instructors globally 
teaching over 100,00 students per year, PTC University delivers the tools and training to enable 
individuals and organizations to effectively use PTC technology. The PTC University portfolio includes 
traditional classroom training, online sources, corporate learning programs, and mentoring for all PTC 
products and solutions. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Event News 
Autodesk Footwear to host 2016 US Footwear Technology Forum in Boston 
22 December 2015 

Following the success of the Footwear Technology Forum in Portland, Autodesk Footwear will host its 
2nd North American  FTF at the District Hall, Boston, MA, on the 24th and 25th May 2016.  The FTF is 
an educational event aimed at designers and manufacturers of footwear around the world who are keen 
to learn about ‘The Future of Making Things’.  
Topics for discussion will include 3D printing, 3D prototyping, sustainability of materials, 
manufacturing, customisation and orthopaedics, and scanning technology.  For the first time, the event 
will also include foot-health topics previously discussed at the Ortho Technology Forum.  
The FTF brings together industry leaders and like-minded professionals from both the footwear and 
custom insole industries to talk about technology for future innovation.  Presentations at the Portland 
event, attended by more than 120 people in May 2015 at the Pensole Footwear Design Academy, were 
delivered by industry professionals including Lucy Beard from Feetz, Luigi Ferracuti from Crocs and 
Philippe Ribera from Lectra. 
Those wishing to attend the 2016 North American event in Boston can take advantage of an early bird 
rate available to all delegates who book before 12th April 2016.  This will save $50 on the normal $299 
entry price.  Bookings can be made now at www.footwear-events.com/ftf/index.asp#register  
Luigi Ferracutti, the Senior Director of 3D Development and Tooling at Crocs who has attended Forums 
in North America and Europe, said: “The FTF is a very interesting experience because there are so many 
topics related to footwear technology, meaning you can find out what is new in the market.”  
As well as footwear designers and manufacturers, the popular forum also attracts footwear and foot-
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health professionals such as pattern/design engineers, product development or technical managers, 
company presidents, pedorthists or laboratory managers.  Previous events have attracted a varied 
audience including representatives of high fashion brands Prada, Ferragamo and Gucci, as well as 
popular sportswear companies such as Nike, Reebok, Adidas and Decathlon.  
Maryam Roufar, a shoe stylist for Shoes of Prey based in Sydney, Australia, attended the Portland event 
and said: “You get to talk to people and bounce ideas off each other, and it creates innovation within a 
conference even.” 
The Footwear Technology Forum bridges the gap between the creative world of design and engineering 
technology, bringing the two together to allow the footwear industry to develop new ways of doing 
things.  Highlights of the previous North American FTF, including an introduction by Pensole Academy 
founder and revolutionary footwear designer D’Wayne Johnson, can be viewed at 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=faLoVotBFxc  
A dedicated website for the event has been set up and will be updated regularly as the speakers and the 
agenda are confirmed.   This is now live at www.ft-forum.com    

Click here to return to Contents 

CGTech to Showcase VERICUT Applications at AeroDef 
21 December 2015 

At the 2016 AeroDef Manufacturing Conference & Exposition with Composites Manufacturing, 
CGTech will be demonstrating how critical simulation is when working with high-value aerospace 
components, especially those made with composites. 
“Because composite workpieces have a significant amount of process time and labor in them prior to 
machining, they can be more expensive than even some exotic metal alloy workpieces,” said Product 
Marketing Manager Matt Radebach. “It’s usually not possible to repair a composite workpiece damaged 
during machining. Thus, validation of the part program is extremely critical.” 

In booth 123 CGTech will be exhibiting its latest version of VERICUT software. VERICUT is CNC 
machine simulation, verification and optimization software that enables users to eliminate the process of 
manually proving-out NC programs. VERICUT simulates all types of CNC machining, including 
drilling and trimming of composite parts, water jet, riveting, robotics, mill/turn and parallel kinematics. 
VERICUT runs standalone, but can also be integrated with leading CAM systems. 
Visitors to CGTech’s booth will also have the opportunity to receive a thorough overview of the steps 
needed to get from a CAD designed composite part to CNC programs that drive an Automated Fiber 
Placement (AFP) or Automated Tape Laying (ATL) machine. There will be information on new projects 
that highlight the implementation and use of machine independent off-line NC programming software 
for AFP and ATL machines, such as the work being done at NASA's Langley Research Center using a 
16-tow Electroimpact automated fiber placement machine. Current customer projects to be highlighted 
include extensive use of robots, lasers, probing, and ultrasonic knifes. 

Click here to return to Contents 

First ASSESS Congress to be Held January 20-22, 2016 
23 December 2015 
Cyon Research and the ASSESS Initiative announce the First ASSESS Congress, which will be January 
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20-22 in Potomac, Maryland at the Bolger Center. The ASSESS 2016 Congress is centered on two 
intersecting domains: the first is the domain of design and engineering of products and the internet of 
things; the second is the domain of complex decisions, not just about products, but also strategies, 
politics, infrastructure, and other difficult areas that justify taking a long, hard look at the consequences 
of setting a direction. 
ASSESS 2016 starts where the ASSESS Summit left off, bringing together the key participants to further 
review the current status, issues, goals and actionable items of the ASSESS Initiative. This year's 
summit continues with a deeper and broader pool of leadership from the community of domain experts, 
industry analysts, software providers, researchers, and others in the community of model-based analysis, 
simulation and systems engineering. The role of the ASSESS 2016 congress is to guide and influence 
software strategies to the capture value of, and to enable, expanding the use and practical scope of 
software for model-based analysis, simulation and systems engineering. Those participating in ASSESS 
2016 will help shape the industry and product strategies for the next decade. 
"We consider our participation in ASSESS not only an opportunity, but also an obligation," commented 
said Sam Saltiel, chief communications officer of BETA CAE Systems. "Being a part of this forum, 
along with the most influential parties of our community, is of paramount importance for the mapping of 
a coherent and successful overall strategy for simulation." 
ASSESS 2016 is a working congress, held by Cyon Research. Those participating in the congress will 
be engaged in setting the goals and strategies for the industry. A key part of that discussion will center 
on the output from the ASSESS Summit held this past January, which resulted it a weighted list of 
where we should be spending our attention. The consensus of that summit was that the broader industry 
should be allowed to share its thoughts on the topics raised at the summit. If you are an active participant 
in analysis, simulation, or systems engineering, please consider voting on where the industry should 
spend its attention by completing the very short ASSESS survey. The vote will remain open until the end 
of 2015. Graduate students are welcome to participate. 
"We see that multidisciplinary simulation and design exploration is the key to facilitating innovation and 
lowering product development costs. To that point, we are proud to sponsor ASSESS 2016, an event that 
will influence the direction of the industry for years to come," concluded David Vaughn, vice president 
of marketing for CD-adapco. 
Those interested participating in the invitation-only event may apply for an invitation 
at http://apply.assess.events/. 

Click here to return to Contents 

JBM Highlights OCTOPUZ at iRex2015 
23 December 2015 

The numbers don’t lie, and it’s easy to see that Robots are the future when you explore the facts. 
Between 2010 and 2014, the total supply of industrial robots increased by 40% per year on average. 
Numbers continue to rise record-breaking year after record-breaking year, with the double-digit trend 
forecasted to continue from 2015-2018*. 
This growth was reflected at the largest robot tradeshow in the world. The iRex conference and 
exhibition, held every two years in Japan, just celebrated its 21st anniversary with a record 446 
companies and organizations in attendance, 1,882 exhibiting booths and 121,422 visitors. Over 5,000 of 

http://assessevent.com/Events/ASSESS-2016
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VKPXWH3
http://apply.assess.events/
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those visitors had travelled from overseas, making the exciting trip to see the future of robots in one 
place. 
With the ongoing trend toward robotic automation, the demand for quality offline robot programming 
and simulation software grows. JBM met iRex visitors at the doors of East Hall 1, Tokyo International 
Exhibition Center, with the intelligent offline programming (OLP) software solution - OCTOPUZ. 
“OCTOPUZ allows you to program and simulate multiple robots, of multiple robot brands in any 
configuration – at the same time in the same cell.” Said Kunihiro Mike Kihara, General 
Manager/International Business Development at JBM Corporation U.S. Office. “It’s the OLP chosen by 
our robotic customers and the response at iRex has been significant.” 
The benefits are obvious. With offline programming and simulation, you can visualize your cell in full 
3D, testing the process to increase accuracy, quality and safety. Cells are designed, lines streamlined and 
mistakes caught long before the cell is even built, making the transition from concept to reality a smooth 
one. If you’re waiting for a new robot to be delivered, you can still move forward with programming and 
simulating your parts decreasing downtime significantly. 
“People are surprised to learn that you do not need to be a specialist to use OCTOPUZ.” Said Mr. 
Kihara. “From sales teams or integrators simulating an idea for a customer, to the person running the 
robots on the floor, the program is easy to learn. If you can program a CNC machine, you can program a 
robot using OCTOPUZ.” 
For iRex 2015, JBM worked with multiple integrators and had four working robot cells all “Armed with 
OCTOPUZ”. A FANUC M-20iA demonstrated machine tending with external operations using a dual 
gripper. The Nachi cell featured an MZ07 deburring. A 7-axis FD-B4S and a 6-axis FD-B4 OTC Daihen 
robot were welding together, and the final cell displayed a KUKA 3D Milling an octopus. Videos of 
each cell can be found on the OCTOPUZrobotics YouTube channel. 
“JBM is an OCTOPUZ reseller in Japan and the world’s top Mastercam dealer. They are the second 
leading OCTOPUZ reseller and we value our relationship with them.” said Edward House, President and 
CEO of In-House Solutions. “Visiting iRex from North America was an exhilarating experience; Japan 
is the birthplace of many giants in industry and you could see the iRex theme “RT – Making a Future 
with Robot” brought to life through them. With the projected growth rate of the next few years, iRex 
2017 will be an event worth travelling the world to attend.” 
Founded in 1970, JBM Corporation is a CAM Solution Company that imports, develops and provides 
system and software targeting their 4 core business domains: CAD/CAM, Robotics, 3D Printer and CAI 
for design and manufacturing processes across a range of industries. The world’s largest Mastercam 
dealer, JBM optimized Mastercam to meet the needs of Japan’s machining industry and now offers a 
wide range of products to their customers designed to enhance manufacturing productivity. Their 
services also include full post-installation support and custom applications development. 
OCTOPUZ is the intelligent offline robot programming and simulation software ideal for any path-
sensitive application. Created by In-House Solutions, the company took a revolutionary approach by 
combining the offline programming of robots with a manufacturing process simulation. Today, 
OCTOPUZ provides a mainstream, versatile, powerful and effective solution for any robotic challenge. 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Implementation Investments 
Centric Software's PLM Solution Chosen by Triumph 
22 December 2015 

Triumph International, Europe's foremost intimates brand, has selected Centric Software to provide its 
product lifecycle management (PLM) solution. 

Founded in 1886 as a little corset factory in Germany, today Triumph has a presence in 120 countries 
and a 2014 revenue of 1.437 billion euros. As a successful global manufacturer of lingerie, underwear, 
sleepwear and swimwear, Triumph sought a PLM solution that would manage the complexity and scale 
of their operations. Triumph now plans to implement Centric 8 in the brand, design, development and 
sourcing processes of both its Triumph and sloggi brands. 
With the challenge of increased competition in a tight market, Triumph had been seeking ways to 
increase and improve their efficiency. In order to enhance their data flows and development processes. 
They decided to look for a PLM solution that would simplify development, add structure, remove 
inefficiencies and increase transparency and clarity. 
“We were looking for a 'backbone' for our data flows and communication. Essentially, we needed to 
standardize the whole process. Previously, we had been using spreadsheets, which was very time-
consuming. With Centric on board, we are looking forward to having an easy to use, harmonized tool 
that will allow us to share processes and information efficiently and transparently,” says Rainer Zeusche, 
Head of Master Data Governance at Triumph International. 
Triumph plans to implement Centric's core PLM solution, Centric 8, across the sloggi brand first, and 
then add the Triumph brand in a second phase. The final phase will include the Triumph's Japan 
business. Triumph anticipates that the “single version of the truth” concept at the heart of Centric's PLM 
solution will help the company to shorten lead times, reduce costs, become more efficient and streamline 
operations. 
“There is a lot of complexity in our design-to-market processes and we are always looking for ways to 
make things simpler. We chose Centric because their agile approach makes it easy to get people 
involved, but we don't have to define everything from the beginning. With changing business processes 
and responsibilities, it's important to be able to improve solutions over time. Centric's solution is flexible 
and user-friendly. We also appreciate the expertise of Centric's consultants – they are always able to 
support with best-practices, answer your questions and really understand our business,” explains 
Andreas Salzer, SAP Process Manager at Triumph International. 
“We are very excited to work with Triumph as they implement our core PLM solution. We work hard to 
create PLM software that is intuitive, efficient and easy to use, and we are delighted that the leading 
intimates brand in Europe has decided our solution is most suited to their needs. Our expert consultants 
will help Triumph implement Centric 8 and will partner with them through all phases of the project as 
they move their data and production processes to the new system,” concludes Chris Groves, President 
and CEO of Centric Software. 
Triumph International (http://www.triumph.com)  
Triumph is one of the world’s largest intimate apparel companies. It enjoys a presence in over 120 
countries with the core brands Triumph® and sloggi®. Globally, the company serves 40,000 wholesale 
customers and sells its products in 2,000 Triumph Stores as well as via several own online shops. 

http://www.prweb.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cDovL3d3dy50cml1bXBoLmNvbQ==
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Triumph employs more than 30,000 people and achieves revenues of Euro 1.437 billion (2014). It is a 
member of both the Business Social Compliance Initiative (BSCI) and the Global Social Compliance 
Programme (GSCP). 

Click here to return to Contents 

Jubilee Line Remains Operational while London Underground Replace Tunnels Lining (Bentley 
Systems) 
23 December 2015 

Following public criticism for passenger disruption caused by long-term engineering programs, this 
project was a first for London Underground Limited (LUL) as it replaced the tunnel lining over a 215-
meter section of the Jubilee Line, while it remained fully operational. 
With working times in the tunnel limited to 2.5 hours per night, it was essential that LUL build a 
cohesive team and leverage its collective intelligence. Deployed via ProjectWise, the common data 
environment (CDE) and workflows defined within British Standard 1192 ensured a single source of 
truth for all project data, and helped LUL effectively execute the project. 
 With the use of Bentley technology for 3D visualization and animation, 4D planning, 3D printing, and 
virtual reality, all stakeholders and decision makers understood the design and project intent without 
ambiguity. LUL realised these advantages on the project: 
A complete 3D laser scanned model of the site and infrastructure enabled the creation of a 3D model, 
eliminating the need for additional site inspections and surveys. 
Time savings of up to 15-20 percent were realized by starting many design and assurance processes 
earlier in the project lifecycle, which resulted in creation of a highly coordinated design solution and 
project plan early in the project timeline. 
Design reviews, 4D scheduling, and other steps taken to evaluate constructability compressed timelines. 
For example, by commissioning two segment handling plants (SHPs) the team was able to reline the 
tunnel from both ends, which doubled productivity and resulted in completing the project four months 
earlier than originally scheduled. 
Garry Pratt, project manager, Bond Street to Baker Street Tunnel Remediation Project, concluded that 
“Bentley Systems solutions helped LUL build a cohesive, collaborative design, assurance, and 
construction delivery team, allowing us to leverage the collective intelligence of the group. Their 
software ensured that we were able to manage uncertainties inherent in today's complex infrastructure 
projects, and deliver with confidence.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Nissan, Hewlett Packard Enterprise and Siemens Develop Automotive Industry’s First Full-scale 
Next Generation Vehicle Design Platform 
21 December 2015 

NISSAN MOTOR CO., LTD., Hewlett Packard Enterprise, and Siemens AG today announced they have 
developed the industry’s first※1 next-generation vehicle design infrastructure that provides Nissan’s 
global R&D centers with a continuous, high-speed connection to the latest vehicle development data. 
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The solution’s engineering virtual desktop infrastructure (VDI) gives Nissan more flexibility and 
manageability of global vehicle design. Nissan has started to use the infrastructure in North America and 
Europe. 
Engineering VDI uses advanced graphics processing based on desktop virtualization technology. It 
allows engineers to access a virtual 3D CAD workstation on servers and control them on a desktop 
environment. With this technology, Nissan is able to store the latest data on its servers which teams 
around the world can access at any time. This will enhance productivity and usability, as well as 
improve cost efficiencies and disaster risk management. 
This new platform is a fully-scalable, next generation vehicle design solution that adopts engineering 
VDI globally, utilizing servers with the most advanced graphics processing, high-performance storage, 
software and network acceleration technology. Nissan will initially use it at two development centers: 
NISSAN Technical Center North America and NISSAN Technical Center Europe. With this platform, 
Nissan expects to experience the same productivity of CAD operations at any global sites, and 
dramatically decrease costs associated with future system enhancements, version upgrades and operating 
costs by consolidating and improving infrastructure management. Furthermore, Nissan plans to expand 
use of the platform in the future, since it has the flexibility to be adopted globally for automobile 
development. 
Hewlett Packard Enterprise (HPE) proposed the innovative end-to-end Engineering VDI solution, 
including the hardware and software, as well as consulting and support services. HPE assembled project 
teams across Japan, the United States and Europe to deploy, verify and test the solution. This ensured a 
smooth implementation and ultimately a flexible, fast and reliable system for Nissan. 
The Engineering VDI solution includes the following HPE technology: 

HPE ProLiant WS460c Graphics Server Blades – allows workstation-class high-performance graphics 
that provides engineers with a centralize, virtualized, full-fidelity desktop experience including support 
for demanding 3D graphics applications 
HPE 3PAR StoreServ 7400 Storage – allows Nissan to store and manage data from the next generation 
vehicle design solution on a single, highly scalable and robust Tier-1 storage platform 
HPE Systems Insight Manager – allows easy management of Nissan’s IT infrastructure, increasing 
system uptime for teams around the world 
The solution also utilizes Citrix XenDesktop Desktop Virtualization Technology. 

The software technology foundation for Nissan’s Engineering VDI solution was provided by Siemens’ 
product lifecycle management software business. Siemens’ NX™ software is the core computer-aided 
design (CAD) solution for Nissan, used throughout the engineering and development of its vehicles. To 
ensure a high level of VDI performance, NX has been fully certified on all of the hardware necessary to 
support this system. In addition, Siemens’Teamcenter® software serves as the digital backbone for Nissan’s 
VDI solution. Teamcenter® is a comprehensive product data management system that provides easy and 
rapid access to all product related information to all appropriate personnel, regardless of their location. 
NISSAN’s Celso Guiotoko, Chief Information Officer and Global IS/IT said: “With the increasing 
number of new projects globally, IT’s importance has become even more essential. Based on our global 
IS/IT strategy, Nissan will focus on linking Management with IT to increase the business value IT 
delivers for NISSAN.” 

http://www.plm.automation.siemens.com/en_us/products/nx/index.shtml
http://www.plm.automation.siemens.com/en_us/products/teamcenter/index.shtml
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HPE is a Nissan global IT partner and is pleased to support Nissan’s VITESSE initiative, which aims to 
accelerate the company’s growth in the global market. 
“Siemens is at the forefront of enabling the digitalization of the global manufacturing industry, and we 
are proud to work with partners like HPE to help support this important initiative at Nissan,” said Chuck 
Grindstaff, president & CEO, Siemens PLM Software, a business unit of the Siemens Digital Factory 
Division. “As a result of Nissan’s drive and initiative, their successful VDI solution serves as a great 
example for the rest of the global automotive industry and beyond.” 
NISSAN will aim to consolidate automobile design development globally to improve productivity and 
management efficiency. 

Click here to return to Contents 
 

Product News 
CloudSAFE, Ltd. Offers Private and Hybrid Cloud Deployment of Aras Innovator 
21 December 2015 

Aras® and CloudSAFE today announced the availability of CloudSAFE PLM Cloud powered by Aras 
Innovator®. The offering, available via a monthly subscription, provides comprehensive services for 
rapid private or hybrid cloud deployment of the complete Aras PLM solution. For companies wishing to 
leverage a hybrid deployment of on-premise and cloud resources, the CloudSAFE PLM services, PLM-
Appliance and hosted private network options simplify the process. 

CloudSAFE provides flexible infrastructure deployment offerings ranging from on-premise engineered 
Appliances to private CloudSAFE Datacenters and hybrid cloud deployments. Managed by highly 
experienced CloudSAFE IT professionals, CloudSAFE PLM Cloud, powered by Aras, helps businesses 
to be up and running quickly with a highly scalable, flexible PLM solution. By eliminating the time 
needed for hardware provisioning, CloudSAFE enables businesses to achieve rapid return on investment 
with fully managed cloud and/or hybrid cloud deployment and maintenance.  
“CloudSAFE PLM provides global businesses with a leading solution for PLM deployment,” said Jay 
Pappas, VP of Global Alliances at Aras. “The service is a comprehensive, high-touch solution managed 
by professionals who are experts in the infrastructure and maintenance needs of Aras Innovator.”    

• CloudSAFE PLM Solutions provide: 

• Complete Aras PLM environment with customization & integration capabilities   

• Hot standby option for disaster recovery & business continuity (DR/BC) 

• Seamless scaling based on user load 

• 24/7 customer service by experienced CloudSAFE IT personnel  
 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Mentor Automotive Drives Industry Towards Enhanced In-Car Audio Experience 
22 December 2015 

Mentor Graphics Corporation today announced the Mentor Automotive A2B Analyzer®, the industry’s 
first third-party development platform supporting the Automotive Audio Bus (A2B) technology 
developed by Analog Devices, Inc. As automotive design complexity continues to grow, OEMs and 
suppliers are challenged with integrating faster, more efficient technologies into the automotive 
architecture at lower system costs. The Automotive Audio Bus technology facilitates the design of in-
vehicle audio networks with reduced cost and complexity, and the A2B Analyzer helps significantly 
reduce the development time for these systems. 
Automotive Audio Bus (A2B): Lowest Cost-Per-Node Audio Networking Solution 
The A2B technology from Analog Devices is optimized to deliver superior audio quality while reducing 
system cost, weight, and design complexity. A2B utilizes a master-slave line topology to deliver audio 
and control data, together with clock and power over a single two-wire, unshielded twisted pair cable. 
The low-latency, deterministic nature of the A2B technology is particularly well suited for cutting-edge 
in-car audio applications such as hands-free systems, speech recognition and active noise cancellation. 
Leveraging its deep industry experience and system design expertise, Mentor® Automotive designed the 
A2B Analyzer System hardware and software solution from the ground up in close co-operation with 
Analog Devices. This enables complete A2B network solutions from early proof-of-concept 
development, network design and validation over professional tooling, to production systems with 
custom configurations. This system is part of the Connected OS™ software development platform 
which includes the IVI head unit, enabling a distributed speaker network for audio throughout the 
vehicle, and microphones for active noise control, and the A2B Analyzer System for easy set-up, 
configuration and functional testing: a complete cockpit development platform utilizing A2B 
technology. 
“Mentor Automotive is a leading technology solutions provider in the industry and we are excited by 
their pioneering test and analysis solutions for the A2B technology. We are confident our customers will 
benefit greatly from these offerings in the form of easier network configuration, analysis and debug, 
resulting in a shorter time to market,” said Vlad Bulavsky, General Manager Automotive Cabin 
Electronics Business Unit, Analog Devices. 
OEMs need a protocol that can solve multiple problems: simplifying the electrical system design allows 
OEMs to offer the consumer multiple vehicle configurations; simultaneously reducing cabling weight 
thus improving fuel efficiency; and enabling an enhanced in-car experience across the fleet by delivering 
high quality signal throughout the vehicle with audio, control, clock and power all provided over 
unshielded twisted pair cable, further reducing the cost-per-node. 
“We have seen a strong interest in the A2B technology as car makers look to reduce the weight and cost 
of cabling in their production vehicles, as well as creating superior audio experiences for their 
customers. Our design analysis tools will ensure that system performance is optimized for the many 
different audio sources and playback devices in a modern vehicle,” stated Rainer Oder, General 
Manager, Mentor Automotive. 

Click here to return to Contents 

ModuleWorks release 2015.12 CAD/CAM components 
22 December 2015 

ModuleWorks, the leading supplier of CAD/CAM components for toolpath generation and simulation, is 
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pleased to announce the latest release of its CAM components, ModuleWorks 2015.12, the third major 
update of 2015. Each ModuleWorks release contains many new and enhanced features across the 
product range. This latest version includes new features for 5-Axis, 3-Axis and Simulation. 
ModuleWorks is at the forefront of 5-Axis machining and simulation technology, providing the toolpath 
and simulation technology that powers many of the leading CAM systems available around the world 
today. 
The 2015.12 release will be available to all partners at the end of December from 
www.ModuleWorks.com. Contact ModuleWorks for further information. 

Click here to return to Contents 

MultiMechanics launches new software for composites 
22 December 2015 

CAE software provider MultiMechanics (Omaha, NE, US) has released an integrated software with 
Dassault Systèmes (Vélizy-Villacoublay, France) for customers working with composites.   
The combined solution gives Dassault Systèmes users access to MultiMechanics’ material analysis tools 
within Abaqus/CAE. “We are very excited to work with Dassault Systèmes,” said Flavio Souza, co-
founder of MultiMechanics. “Combining the power of Abaqus with MultiMechanics’ ability to 
accurately predict composite material behavior is truly a win-win for design engineers in all industries 
working with innovative materials.” 
Dassault Systèmes SIMULIA delivers a scalable portfolio of Realistic Simulation solutions including 
the Abaqus product suite for Unified Finite Element Analysis, multiphysics solutions for insight into 
challenging engineering problems, and lifecycle management solutions for managing simulation data, 
processes, and intellectual property. 
 “Through our open technology and partnership strategy, we fully support MultiMechanics in the 
integration of their physics-based TRUE Multiscale technology into Abaqus,” said Dennis Corain, 
director of SIMULIA Alliances, Dassault Systèmes. “Since composite materials are widely used in the 
aerospace industry and are gaining more use in other industries such as automotive, wind energy, and 
consumer products, this integration allows each of our global user communities to leverage best-in-class 
technologies to rapidly optimize the structural performance of composite parts.” 
MultiMech, the company’s flagship product, utilizes a physics-based approach - denominated TRUE 
Multiscale Technology - to accurately predict complex failure mechanisms observed in advanced 
materials. Initially a standalone tool, MultiMech can now be embedded into a multitude of CAE 
software platforms, so engineers can perform concurrent multiscale analyses within their preferred 
workflow. Souza adds: “This is the first integration of its kind. It’s a very exciting development for the 
composite engineering community.” 
Through this integration, engineers can now analyze new or existing parts and predict how the material 
microstructure impacts the part design. Assigning a realistic composite microstructure to a part in 
Abaqus is now as quick and easy as filling out an Abaqus material card.  

Click here to return to Contents 
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WorkPLAN’s First Customer Seminar Launches 2016 R1  
21 December 2015 

More than 40 items of new and enhanced functionality in the latest release of WorkPLAN were unveiled 
to customers at the brand’s first-ever user seminar. 
Sales Manager Christophe Mas says: “Users of Vero Software’s ERP project management solution saw 
how it improves profitability, respects lead times, guarantees total traceability, reduces bottlenecks, 
controls documentation and issues performance reports.” 
The main highlights in WorkPLAN 2016 R1 are interfacing with other Vero solutions, in particular with 
VISI for designing and producing moulds and tooling equipment; and with the laser cutting aspect of 
Radan, Vero’s sheet metal CAD/CAM solution. “WorkPLAN has close ties with the CAD/CAM 
industry, and is a perfect turnkey solution for the design, tooling, laser cutting and custom 
manufacturing sectors,” he says. 

A native link has been developed between WorkPLAN and VISI to simplify the automatic import of 
technical data and bills of material from VISI: 

• Single click data synchronisation using the “WorkPLAN” button in VISI’s 
Assembly Manager  

• Complete technical breakdowns with multiple levels (assemblies and sub-
assemblies) can be imported 

• Standard elements can be regrouped from bills of materials 

• Simplified purchasing process. 
A new interface means that a few mouse clicks guarantee precise and reliable data transfer between 
Radan and WorkPLAN: 

• Exchange of job registers and stock consultation 

• Automatic component creation, originating either from Radan or WorkPLAN 

• Management and control of off-cuts, with  traceability support 

• Nesting display directly in WorkPLAN for each new production job 

• Direct validation of time and material costs 

• Detailed analysis at job or line level. 
Other enhancements to WorkPLAN 2016 R1 include the Workflow Module, which allows users to 
define and control a task accomplishment process with diverse validation and decision phases.  
“A specific, compulsory character can be assigned to certain fields in order to move on to the next 
phase,” says Christophe Mas. “Workflows are fully customisable to predetermined requirements, such 
as defining an unlimited number of workflows for each object, including purchase orders, and 
acknowledging receipts and quotes.” 
The CRM module has been completely revised, and now includes new features dedicated to managing 
sales activities, such as a timeline view, a notes summary and synchronisation with Outlook’s messaging 
service. Provisional budgets can be created for each salesperson or for sector of activity and production 
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type. The system also follows their progression to order confirmation or invoicing.   
With mobility being a key feature in the latest release, stock movement can be managed on the move, 
thanks to the new interface running on a tablet PC. Christophe Mas says this provides real time 
information exchange between stock controllers and supply and purchasing departments. “It also gives 
access to stock inventories, component sheets and any associated files.” 
In summary, this major new version makes WorkPLAN even more flexible throughout the entire project 
management process from quotations through to quality control, taking in design, manufacturing, 
technical data management, supplies, planning and time management. 
More than 25 customers attended the launch at WorkPLAN’s first-ever customer seminar since the 
software came on the market in 1993, taking part in workshops hosted by Support Manager Iulian Sirbu, 
Development Manager Jean Yves Nimmegeers, and ERP Process Engineer Franck Mamecier, who 
answered questions and resolved specific issues.     
Part of the Vero Software Group, WorkPLAN is an ERP job-management software solution especially 
suited for job shops, custom and made-to-order manufacturers. WorkPLAN is designed to automate and 
help manage business processes. WorkPLAN manages complete business activity starting from creating 
a quote through to ship-out and invoicing the customer.  
Vero has direct offices in the UK, Italy, Spain, France, Japan, USA, Brazil, Netherlands and China, 
while supplying products to more than 45 countries through its wholly owned subsidiaries and reseller 
network. Vero is part of Hexagon (Nordic exchange: HEXA B), a leading global provider of design, 
measurement and visualisation technologies that enable customers to design, measure and position 
objects, and process and present data. 
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