
  

Copyright © 2016 by CIMdata, Inc. All rights reserved. 

CIMdata, Inc. 3909 Research Park Drive Ann Arbor, Michigan 48108 Tel: +1 (734) 668–9922 Fax: +1 (734) 668–1957 

E-mail: s.vos@CIMdata.com Web: http://www.CIMdata.com 

 

Contents 

Acquisitions _______________________________________________________________________ 1 
Accenture Announces Intention to Acquire French Security Company Arismore ______________________1 
CENIT AG Intends to Acquire the French Software Implementation Specialist Keonys ________________2 
Cognizant to Acquire Adaptra _____________________________________________________________3 
Fujitsu and Lenovo to Explore Global Strategic Cooperation, Possible Merger _______________________3 
Nemetschek Acquires Norwegian Software Provider dRofus _____________________________________4 

Company News _____________________________________________________________________ 5 
2016 a Year of Innovation and Continued Growth for MasterControl _______________________________5 
Accenture Awards INR 48 Million in Grants to Support Job-Skills Training for Persons with Disabilities in 

India _________________________________________________________________________________5 
CNC Software Announces Mastercam India __________________________________________________7 
Infor Announces First Education Collaboration in ASEAN with Thailand's Dhurakij Pundit University ____7 
Infor recognized as ‘Versatile Technology Service Provider for Supply Chain’ by CII _________________8 
Mentor Graphics Joins GLOBALFOUNDRIES FDXcelerator Partner Program ______________________8 
Minerva Group Expands to Germany ________________________________________________________9 
Quest International Launches Oracle Cloud Applications User Community _________________________10 
SPRING Technologies Joins VDMA, Increases Presence in German Market ________________________10 
Tata Consultancy Services Wins Paga Japan Best Partner Award 2016 ____________________________11 
ZWCAD Wins Top Builder Award in Poland ________________________________________________11 

Events News ______________________________________________________________________ 12 
Pandora and TXT Retail to Present at Exhibitor Insights ________________________________________12 

Financial News ___________________________________________________________________ 12 
ESD Alliance Reports EDA Industry Revenue Increase for Q3 2016 ______________________________12 
Oracle: Q2 SAAS and PAAS Cloud Revenues Up 81% ________________________________________13 

Implementation Investments _________________________________________________________ 14 
Austrian Army Successfully Implements Upgraded CAE GESI Constructive Simulation System ________14 
Gerber Announces Latest Company to Choose YuniquePLM® In The Cloud _______________________15 
KPIT Expands its Partnership with PTC to Deploy Lifecycle Management Solutions in India __________15 

Product News _____________________________________________________________________ 16 
AIM Software Integrates MATLAB® with GAIN EDM for More Effective Models __________________16 
AMC Bridge Introduces New Features in CAD-to-Etsy ________________________________________17 
CADSoftTools Releases ABViewer 11.2 ____________________________________________________17 
Elementacular 1.5 Supports Autodesk Maya _________________________________________________18 
Granta Design Announces GRANTA MI Version 10 to Digitalize Materials Knowledge ______________18 
Luxion Releases KeyShot 6.3 _____________________________________________________________19 

Acquisitions  

Accenture Announces Intention to Acquire French Security Company Arismore 

19 December 2016 

Accenture has entered into exclusive negotiations to acquire Arismore, a privately held company in 

France that specializes in providing security services, including identity and access management (IAM), 
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as well as enterprise architecture and change management services. 

The acquisition requires prior consultation with the relevant works councils and would be subject to 

customary closing conditions. Financial terms of the transaction are not being disclosed. 

“Acquiring Arismore would be a significant step forward in our growth strategy and would solidify our 

position as a leading provider of digital identity management and security services in France,” said Kelly 

Bissell, managing director of Accenture Security. “As we continue to add firepower and build 

momentum in our security business, we would take advantage of this acquisition to bring our extensive 

portfolio of end-to-end security services to clients across Europe. We look forward to completing this 

acquisition and laying a solid foundation with Arismore for delivering security innovations to clients.” 

Once completed, the acquisition would bring to Accenture complementary security solutions and 

services, a strong client base and a talented team of 270 highly skilled security and enterprise 

architecture professionals. 

“Accenture and Arismore share the belief that digital trust and digital transformation are at the heart of 

business transformation. We are both committed to continuously innovating IAM and enterprise 

architecture services that will help organizations build digital trust while benefiting from the power and 

flexibility of the cloud” said Eric Boulay, president & CEO, Arismore. “The entire team at Arismore is 

extremely excited by this opportunity to join Accenture Security, and we look forward to supporting its 

growth in the field of identity management and other security capabilities.” 

Founded in 2002, Arismore provides security and enterprise architecture services for numerous top-tier 

organizations in the telecommunications, media, distribution, energy, transportation, banking and 

insurance sectors. Arismore is headquartered in Saint-Cloud, France, and has additional offices in 

Villeneuve d’Ascq and La Ciotat. 

Click here to return to Contents 

CENIT AG Intends to Acquire the French Software Implementation Specialist Keonys 

21 December 2016 

CENIT AG is negotiating the acquisition of all shares in Keonys S.A.S., Paris, one of the leading 

European PLM specialists based on the software products of Dassault Systèmes. The acquisition will 

strengthen CENIT´s international market position as 3DEXPERIENCE- and PLM IT-Specialist and will 

open further markets in France and BENELUX. 

For more than 25 years CENIT AG has been one of the leading IT- and Software-Specialists for PLM 

based engineering. In light of the strategic direction of “CENIT 2020” as well as in the context of 

Industrie 4.0, the intention to acquire Keonys is a consequential step forward: Keonys is an established 

partner of Dassault Systèmes and one of the leading European providers for PLM and 3D-Design 

integration. The acquisition of the company will enlarge and shape CENIT´s solution portfolio around 

the 3DEXPERIENCE platform. As a further result, the IT specialist will become the largest international 

value added reseller of Dassault Systèmes. In 2016, Keonys is expected to generate sales of 

approximately 56 million euros. The company employs around 160 members of staff. 

“The merger of our companies will lead to a new common power: the integration of excellent know-how 

will secure our competitiveness and strengthen our international presence. The established regional 

market position of Keonys will also allow us to access further customer segments in France and 

BENELUX”, says Kurt Bengel, CEO of CENIT AG. “Given the synergies of our joint solutions- and 

process know-how, we will be able to support our customers along the entire digital value chain in an 
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even more advanced way”, Bengel continues. 

In addition to the strategic positions, both companies have a mutual understanding of their common 

future: “Keonys and CENIT are known for a comparable objective with regards to the vision, quality as 

well as fundamental company ethics. For us, these are substantial aspects for a common future”, Isabelle 

Yung-Lafargue, President of Keonys S.A.S., confirms the acquisition intention. "CENIT and Keonys are 

an ideal fit regarding their international presence. This fact will serve us to support our customers in 

global PLM projects even better," she adds. 

The acquisition of Keonys through CENIT is currently in its last verification phase and given to French 

law, subject to a hearing of labor representatives. Under reservation of the results, both companies are 

expecting the execution of the acquisition in March 2017. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Cognizant to Acquire Adaptra 

17 December 2016 

Cognizant announced it has entered into an agreement to acquire Adaptra, a Sydney-based consulting, 

business transformation and IT services provider.. 

 

Founded in 1998, Adaptra specialises in consulting, programme management, and implementation of 

core platforms such as Guidewire to enable insurance companies to drive improvements across key 

functional areas such as underwriting, policy administration, claims management, and billing.  

 

The acquisition further strengthens Cognizant's deep insurance, business transformation and platform 

capabilities to help clients succeed in a technology- and data-intensive world. As part of the acquisition, 

approximately 100 professionals will join Cognizant. The terms of the transaction were not disclosed. 

 

"Adaptra's high-end business transformation and Guidewire expertise will complement our deep digital 

business, operations and systems capabilities, and further enhance our integrated solutions spanning the 

insurance life cycle. We welcome Adaptra's talented professionals to Cognizant and are confident that 

our combined strengths will help insurers navigate the shift to the digital economy," said Jayajyoti 

Sengupta, Head of Asia Pacific, Cognizant. 

 

"Becoming a part of Cognizant uniquely positions us for new growth opportunities across newer 

technologies and industries," said Peter Overton, Managing Director of Adaptra. "Cognizant's global 

experience, deep digital capabilities, and entrepreneurial culture will enable us to deliver broader 

transformational solutions to insurers. This is critical for us to provide greater opportunities for our 

employees. With our shared commitment to helping insurers navigate the shift to the digital economy, 

we can drive future diversification and deliver high-value solutions based on our combined strengths." 

Click here to return to Contents 

Fujitsu and Lenovo to Explore Global Strategic Cooperation, Possible Merger 

19 December 2016 

Fujitsu's president Tatsuya Tanaka says his company hopes to sign a PC business merger agreement 

with China's Lenovo before March 31, 2017, which is the end of Fujitsu's financial year. 
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Fujitsu transferred its Japan PC business to FCCL, a newly established wholly owned subsidiary of 

Fujitsu, on February 1, 2016. Since then, Fujitsu has been considering various options to ensure the 

future growth of its PC business. Lenovo, already the world’s largest PC supplier, is continuously 

seeking opportunities to further grow its core business in the global market. Through the cooperation, 

the two companies aim to create a successful model that leverages Fujitsu’s global sales, customer 

support, R&D and manufacturing capabilities together with Lenovo’s operational excellence to improve 

competitiveness in the dynamic global PC market.  

  

Fujitsu will continue to offer a high-quality, innovative and reliable Fujitsu branded PC portfolio and the 

related after-sales support to customers and channel partners worldwide. 

  

Fujitsu and Lenovo will continue their discussion in pursuit of a mutually beneficial collaboration. The 

two companies are also in talks with Development Bank of Japan for the bank to provide financial and 

strategic support. Further details will be announced as they become available. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Nemetschek Acquires Norwegian Software Provider dRofus 

20 December 2016 

Software provider Nemetschek SE has agreed today to acquire 100% of the shares of dRofus AS, 

headquartered in Oslo, Norway. dRofus offers a unique planning, data management and Building 

Information Modeling (BIM) collaboration tool. The company provides all stakeholders with 

comprehensive workflow support and access to building information throughout the building lifecycle 

including the handover to facility managers – all on a single and central cloud-based platform. 

dRofus AS was founded in 2011 and has 28 employees. The subsidiaries in the US, Australia and 

Sweden are regional sales and support offices. For the year 2016, dRofus anticipates revenues 

amounting to around EUR 4.5 million, an increase of more than 40% compared to the previous year. An 

operating margin (EBITDA margin) of approximately 25% is expected for 2016. The purchase price for 

100% of the shares amounts to about EUR 24.5 million (cash-/debt-free). The financing of the purchase 

price is provided by the company’s own capital resources and by the use of lines of credit. The 

acquisition is expected to be closed by the beginning of January 2017. 

dRofus is a globally operating company with focus on Europe, the US and Australia. The customer base 

of dRofus includes public and private building owners, designers, engineers and contractors. dRofus has 

already established a dominant position in the construction of healthcare facilities and airports. The 

software is offered as a pure rental model with a subscription renewal rate of almost 100 %. 

Through worldwide BIM initiatives and government regulations, building owners are meanwhile taking 

a leading position in the adoption of BIM technologies. dRofus has become the BIM tool for building 

owners, helping them with the process of investing in new facilities. Owner requirements are directly 

connected to design models through open standards. With its innovative data-centric approach, dRofus 

opens up the benefits of BIM to building owners. 

dRofus is a complementary tool to all Nemetschek solutions and can ease the acquisition of new 

customers for both sides. dRofus already has an established partnership with leading Nemetschek Group 

companies such as Graphisoft, Vectorworks and Solibri. dRofus will also continue its work with 

excellent connections to other BIM authoring tools in the market. 

“dRofus is a perfect strategic fit for the Nemetschek Group,” says Patrik Heider, Spokesman of the 
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Nemetschek SE. “With the commitment to Open BIM, we share the same business paradigm. I am 

convinced that the well-known presence of the Nemetschek Group can support dRofus in expanding 

internationally,” adds Heider. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Company News 

2016 a Year of Innovation and Continued Growth for MasterControl 

19 December 2016 

MasterControl has experienced a stellar year in terms of company growth and customer success and 

delivering new advancements to the market. 

"If I had to categorize the scope of 2016 for MasterControl, I would call it a year of innovation," said 

Matt Lowe, executive vice president of MasterControl. "MasterControl equips companies with the 

solutions they need to streamline quality and other business processes to improve productivity across the 

enterprise, ensure compliance and accelerate time to market. We have released a number of software 

advancements that position MasterControl as an industry leader characterized by excellent service, 

superior sophistication in our offerings, and ongoing innovation." 

Of the dozens of advancements MasterControl made this year, the following are three highlights: 

 In May, MasterControl set an industry benchmark with the introduction of a new intuitive user 

interface for version 11.5 of its EQMS to empower highly regulated companies to streamline and 

manage quality, compliance and regulations. 

 In August, MasterControl was the first company to offer Transfer Performance Qualification 

(TPQ). It simplifies the PQ portion of software validation, required by the FDA and other 

regulatory bodies. 

 In November, MasterControl launched version 11.6 of its EQMS. This upgrade included a new 

real-time document collaboration option, an updated supplier module hub, SAML-compatible 

single sign-on (SSO) tools, enhanced drag-and-drop functionality, and many more exciting new 

features. 

With a worldwide customer base consisting of more than 1,000 large and mid-tier life science and other 

regulated organizations, MasterControl achieved significant market expansion with small-tier regulated 

companies. The company’s strong relationships with global regulatory bodies continued to instill 

customer confidence, which contributed to consistent annual growth. 

MasterControl also updated its partner certification program that has increased the partner commitment 

to MasterControl and vice versa. It has improved the collaboration between both parties and has given 

partners a path to improve their product and industry knowledge while obtaining the resources they need 

to acquire new customers and increase their revenue stream. 

Lowe said, "MasterControl is grateful to our customers, partners and employees for the collaborative 

efforts to drive quality management, compliance and business process efficiency forward in the life 

sciences and other highly regulated industries." 

Click here to return to Contents 

Accenture Awards INR 48 Million in Grants to Support Job-Skills Training for Persons with 
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Disabilities in India 

21 December 2016 

To increase job readiness and opportunity for persons with disabilities, Accenture has awarded a series 

of grants worth INR 48 million to its nonprofit partners Dr. Reddy’s Foundation, Anudip 

Foundation and EnAble India. 

  

The grants – a part of Accenture’s Skills to Succeed global corporate citizenship initiative which aims to 

equip 3 million with job skills by 2020 – will enhance programs that provide job skills to persons with 

disabilities in India and connect them to open positions. Specifically, the grants will support:  

 Dr. Reddy’s Foundation’s GROW skilling program for persons across India with locomotor 

disabilities and hearing impairment, focused on communication and work-readiness skills; skills 

for targeted service industries such as information technology (IT), hospitality and retail; and 

basic digital skills. The program also helps connect disabled persons with suitable jobs. 

 The Anudip Foundation’s Specially Abled Vocational Education (SAVE) program in West 

Bengal and Odisha, tailored to the physically and visually challenged. The three-month program 

provides IT and business-process-outsourcing-specific training informed by employer 

requirements and available positions. 

 EnAble India in scaling its innovative Namma Vaani system which, through interactive voice 

response, uses mobile phones to create an interactive, inclusive social platform to create a 

network for persons with disabilities. Through Namma Vaani, these individuals are able to not 

only share their stories, but also receive information related to employment opportunities, 

government schemes and skills development programs.  

 

“Over the past five years, we have teamed with several of our Skills to Succeed partners to make a 

measurable impact for this community. I am proud to share that we expect to have equipped 

approximately 20,000 persons with disabilities in India with job skills by the end of fiscal 2017,” said 

Rekha M. Menon, chairman and senior managing director, Accenture in India. 

  

Accenture strives to ensure an inclusive, barrier-free work environment that supports its people with 

disabilities across the globe. Most recently, Accenture was recognized as a ‘Role Model Company’ by 

the National Center for Promotion of Employment for Disabled People (NCPDEP) – India’s leading 

cross-disability advocacy organization. The recognition is part of NCPDEP’s 2016 Helen Keller Awards 

which, for nearly two decades, have recognized companies for their commitment to providing equal 

employment opportunities for persons with disabilities. 

  

“No inclusion agenda in India can be complete without a focus on the more than 20 million persons with 

disabilities in India,” Menon said. “This is integral to Accenture’s inclusion and diversity initiatives, and 

we remain committed to working across industries to build a more equitable environment, in the 

workplace and beyond. 

  

This announcement comes during Accenture’s company-wide, month-long celebration of the United 

Nations-commemorated International Day of Persons with Disabilities. December 2016 marks the 

company’s seventh year of participation, with local events in 22 countries including India. 

Click here to return to Contents 
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CNC Software Announces Mastercam India 

22 December 2016 

CNC Software, Inc., is pleased to announce the opening of Mastercam India Pvt. Ltd. This new 

organization is based in Pune, India and shall maintain a presence throughout India, the Middle East, 

and surrounding regions. 

Vineet Seth, the Managing Director of newly-formed Mastercam India, commented that his new 

organization is comprised of a highly experienced, well-established team of professionals from sales, 

marketing, technical, and channel expertise gained in the Indian CAM market over many years. Vineet 

explains that the addition of his new team would increase Mastercam’s overall staffing levels in India in 

excess of 100 people, which is a demonstration of CNC Software’s ongoing commitment and 

investment in this market.  

“CNC Software is excited about growing the market in India and wants to build on the success we have 

had over the last 33 years, and continue to be the #1 CAM software in the world,” says Gene Welti, 

CNC Software, Director Asia Pacific Sales. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Infor Announces First Education Collaboration in ASEAN with Thailand's Dhurakij Pundit 

University 

18 December 2016 

Infor today announced its collaboration with Thailand's Dhurakij Pundit University (DPU) through 

the Infor Education Alliance Program (EAP), an initiative that helps educational institutions develop 

their students' technological skillsets. The first of such Infor collaborations with an educational 

institution in ASEAN, DPU's EAP program is set to commence in January 2017 with approximately 100 

Bachelor's degree students. 

Launched globally in 2014, the Infor EAP provides partner institutions with free access to innovative 

technologies and learning platforms, and provides students hands-on industry experiences allowing them 

to gain a competitive edge when entering the workforce. As of 2016, the program has trained over 1,500 

students and is growing across the region, with universities participating in China, South Korea and 

India. The EAP offerings include trainings on Infor's CloudSuite™ solution hosted on Amazon Web 

Services®, access to industry Centres of Excellence, certifications on Infor's leading industry software 

suites, opportunities for Infor Scholar internships, and participation in a Skills Marketplace designed to 

help students gain better employment and partnership opportunities in the tech industry. 

As part of DPU's course programs, students will use Infor SunSystems software, which includes Infor 

SunSystems Financials and Infor BI Q&A. Infor SunSystems Financials is an integrated solution that 

combines flexible transaction processing applications with real-time analysis and extensive reporting. 

With Infor BI Q&A, a cloud ready solution with unparalleled data visualization functionality, you can 

turn information into insight and action -- all in real time. The collaboration with DPU also represents 

Infor's first SaaS deployment of the new Infor Cloud SunSystems Financials in APAC. 

"Our partnership with Infor will help our students prepare for future employment. Likewise, businesses 

in Thailand will also benefit from Infor's initiatives in fostering a skilled workforce ready to face 

challenges in the 21st century, as Infor SunSystems is already widely used in more than 200 

organizations across Thailand," said Dr. Pattanant Petchchedchoo, Dean, College of Innovative Business 

and Accountancy (CIBA), DPU. 

http://ctt.marketwire.com/?release=1290599&id=10559155&type=1&url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.infor.com%2f
http://ctt.marketwire.com/?release=1290599&id=10559158&type=1&url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.infor.com%2feap%2f
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Infor will also benefit from the partnership as the company recognizes top local talent in the tech 

industry, and helps to develop a pool of hire-ready graduates in the region. 

"Infor has been a long-time supporter of the development of Thailand's technology sector. We are proud 

of Infor's collaboration with DPU and not only look forward to launching the program, but also 

providing our technology and know-how to help Thailand students and industries," said Helen Masters, 

Vice President & Managing Director, South Asia - ANZ & ASEAN, Infor. "We look forward to the 

expansion of the Infor EAP initiative across the ASEAN region." 

Triforce Global Solutions Limited, a systems integrator and Infor Gold Certified Partner based in 

Thailand, will work closely with Infor and DPU under the Partners in Education (PiE) program, 

providing advice, guidance, and structure to conduct a successful rollout of the EAP initiative. Triforce 

will also serve as relationship managers and liaisons between Infor's Education Alliance Program and 

DPU. 

"We are delighted to play a crucial role in making the Infor EAP and DPU initiative a reality," said Joan 

Lee, Executive Director, Triforce Group. "It will provide students with opportunities to learn about 

technology and its use in driving business innovation."  

Click here to return to Contents 

Infor recognized as ‘Versatile Technology Service Provider for Supply Chain’ by CII 

19 December 2016 

Infor announced that it has been conferred the ‘Versatile Technology Service Provider for Supply 

Chain’ award at the Supply Chain and Logistics Excellence Awards (SCALE) organized by the 

Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) through its Institute of Logistics. The awards acknowledge 

excellence among Logistics Service Players and the Supply Chain aspects of the User Industry to drive 

excellence in the field. 

Infor has been recognized for the company’s Supply Chain Management solution which combines best-

in-class solutions with industry-specific functionality, giving customers the power to plan and execute 

supply chain strategies faster and more profitably. Infor’s solutions have analytics at the core, providing 

tools that are required to optimize end-to-end supply chain and harness the power of social networking 

to collaborate more effectively with all stakeholders. 

Receiving the award on behalf of Infor India, Ashish Dass as VP & MD for South Asian Subcontinent 

said, “We are honoured to have been conferred the title of ‘Versatile Technology Service Provider for 

Supply Chain’ by CII. This prestigious award is a great recognition of our software solutions which are 

not only industry-specific, but they also provide greater visibility into the supply chain and enable 

companies to respond faster to customer opportunities and market fluctuations. Awards like these will 

help build world class supply chain and prompt organizations to prepare themselves for developing 

future-ready supply chain, bringing together knowledge and fresh perspectives in the industry.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Mentor Graphics Joins GLOBALFOUNDRIES FDXcelerator Partner Program 

22 December 2016 

Mentor Graphics Corp. today announced that it has joined GLOBALFOUNDRIES’ FDXcelerator™ 

Partner Program. FDXcelerator program partners support customers of GLOBALFOUNDRIES FDX™ 

technologies by providing a variety of design solutions, including approved design methodology, IP 
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development expertise, hardware/software system integration expertise, and other critical software, 

services, and support. They participate in FDXcelerator Partner Program events, and receive early access 

to the GLOBALFOUNDRIES FDX roadmap and associated technology offerings. 

“Mentor Graphics is proud to have expanded our long-term relationship with GLOBALFOUNDRIES to 

include the FDXcelerator Partner Program,” said Joe Sawicki, vice-president and general manager of the 

Design-to-Silicon division at Mentor Graphics. “We look forward to delivering an enhanced set of 

solutions to mutual customers in support of GLOBALFOUNDRIES FDX offerings that will enable the 

development of high quality low-power designs based upon FD-SOI technology.” 

Mentor Graphics offerings participating in the FDXcelerator program include: 

 Multiple design implementation solutions from Digital IC Design, including the Oasys-RTL™ 

floorplanning and synthesis platform and Nitro-SoC™ next-generation place and route platform. 

 The Calibre® platform, including the Calibre DFM tool suite, the most comprehensive set of IC 

design verification tools in the EDA industry. Calibre tools will be designated as the sign-off 

tools for FDX across all GLOBALFOUNDRIES design creation flows. 

 The Analog FastSPICE (AFS)™ Platform, the fastest, most accurate, and highest capacity 

simulation for nanometer-scale circuits, and the Eldo® Platform, the most advanced circuit 

verification for analog-centric circuits. Collaboration with GLOBALFOUNDRIES includes 

device and circuit level certification for 22FDX, and support of reference flows for 22FDX. 

 The Tessent® product suite of comprehensive silicon test and yield analysis solutions includes a 

full design for test reference flow for 22FDX designs, and provides the industry’s highest test 

quality, lowest test cost, and fastest time to root cause of test failures. 

“We are very pleased that Mentor Graphics has joined our FDXcelerator Partner Program,” said Alain 

Mutricy, senior vice president of product management at GLOBALFOUNDRIES. “The combination of 

Mentor’s EDA offerings and our FDX technologies provide customers with the solutions that will 

enable success in delivering products for today’s highly competitive IC markets.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Minerva Group Expands to Germany  

20 December 2016 

Minerva has experienced significant growth in the demand for products and competences from German 

customers. 

After a successful entry into the North American market a year ago, with the establishment of Minerva 

USA Inc, the time has now come to increase the European presence with a subsidiary in Germany to 

support the growing demand, and to support existing customers. Minerva Germany is located in 

Hamburg and will add to the growing list of countries where Minerva is present. 

Asger Thierry, Minerva Group CEO & Founder, said, “Over the last couple of years we have seen an 

increased interest in our products and services from German companies. We are already working for 

several companies in Germany such as Airbus, Imperial Tobacco and Delaval. Up until now, we have 

supported the German market from our other European offices, but we have decided that the demand 

and workload for Minerva in Germany has now reached a level where a dedicated German subsidiary is 

required. We are delighted to see the group expanding and look forward to providing our current and 

future customers with a local presence and support.” 
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Click here to return to Contents 

Quest International Launches Oracle Cloud Applications User Community 

19 December 2016 

Quest International Users Group, one of Oracle's largest and most successful umbrella user groups, has 

launched the Oracle Cloud Applications User Community (OC², pronounced OC squared). This new 

community was launched in response to rapid adoption of Oracle's Cloud Applications. The independent 

organization will deliver its mission of helping Oracle Cloud Applications customers achieve higher 

levels of success and satisfaction with their Oracle investment(s) by delivering the best unbiased 

education, networking and advocacy for users across the globe. The community will be open to Oracle 

Cloud Application customers and vendors that offer complimentary solutions and services.  

"We are finding more of our membership operating in a hybrid cloud environment, so we want to ensure 

there is a proven model of support for customers no matter what application they use today or in the 

future. All Oracle Cloud Applications customers, regardless of integrations, require a user community 

that can evolve along with their needs," states Quest Chairwoman, Wendy Plante, a Senior Director at 

NYU Langone Health System, a hybrid Oracle customer. 

Jeb Dasteel, Senior Vice President and Chief Customer Officer at Oracle says, "Over and over again we 

see that user group members are by far the most active and satisfied customers in our entire customer 

base. One of the best things that any Oracle customer can do to maximize the value from their 

investment is to join a user group." 

Click here to return to Contents 

SPRING Technologies Joins VDMA, Increases Presence in German Market 

15 December 2016 

SPRING Technologies has recently become member of Verband Deutscher Maschinen- und 

Anlagenbau e.V. (VDMA, Mechanical Engineering Industry Association), increasing its presence in the 

German market. As a member of Fachverband Software und Digitalisierung (trade association group 

Software and Digitalization) the NCSIMUL SOLUTIONS manufacturer wants to use its long-year 

expertise in digital CNC processes to contribute to the knowledge transfer related to intelligent CNC 

machining within VDMA. 

Herbert Schönle, DACH General Manager for SPRING Technologies, considers the VDMA 

membership as an opportunity to actively shape the future of mechanical engineering in Germany and 

Europe. "The solutions we develop, including NCSIMUL 4CAM, allow manufacturers to respond to 

clients' needs and react to changing resources with maximum flexibility. We integrate the virtual and the 

real world with seamless and intelligent processes in CNC manufacturing. With this approach, 

production and collaboration are facilitated also within and across organizations, while corporate know-

how and location remain protected," Schönle explains. 

VDMA (Verband Deutscher Maschinen- und Anlagenbau) represents over 3,100 mostly medium-sized 

companies of the capital goods industry, making it the largest industry association in Europe. The 

members of VDMA cover the entire industrial process chain – from components to plants, from system 

suppliers and system integrators up to service providers. The association promotes sector-specific and 

overarching cooperation. VDMA is divided into 38 trade associations and working groups. 

The Software and Digitalization trade association – which SPRING Technologies will actively support 

http://www.ncsimul.com/
http://www.ncsimul.com/contenu.php?ID=696
http://www.vdma.org/
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in the future – counts more than340 members, including software providers who serve the market as 

well as development departments of renowned mechanical engineering firms. The aim of the trade 

association is to facilitate a dialogue between mechanical engineering and software development; 

business and production cycles are ultimately to be optimized and supported by IT-driven solutions. 

Aside from standard topics including Enterprise Resource Planning, Customer Relationship 

Management, Manufacturing Execution Systems, Production Development and Business Intelligence, 

also establishing "Industry 4.0" belongs to the main topics on the trade association's agenda. In between 

these central topics there is the digital transformation of mechanical and plant engineering. Software 

solutions for the digitalization and automation of production processes such as NCSIMUL SOLUTIONS 

in CNC machining are among the key factors. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Tata Consultancy Services Wins Paga Japan Best Partner Award 2016 

22 December 2016 

Tata Consultancy Services has been recognised by Pega Japan K.K with the Pega Japan Best Partner 

Award 2016. 

The Pega Japan Best Partner Award 2016 recognises select partner organisations that have delivered on 

significant business transformation initiatives, driven by Pega applications, for their clients in the 

Japanese market. 

TCS Japan received the award based on its work enabling a major insurance provider in Japan to 

achieve its digital transformation goals. 

Click here to return to Contents 

ZWCAD Wins Top Builder Award in Poland 

22 December 2016 

ZWCAD announced the company won the prestigious award Top Builder 2016 for a sixth year in 

Poland. The award was handed out to SZANSA, ZWCAD’s authorized distributor in Poland since 2005. 

ZWCAD also took home the Top Builder Award in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014 from the Builder 

magazine, an independent leader in the sector of specialist building. 

Along with other competitors in contention for Top Builder Award this year, ZWCAD was voted one of 

the best CAD software in the world. 

“It’s our great honor to receive our sixth Top Builder Award. We want to thank every user, every 

partner, our ZWCAD team and all the people who have helped us win this incredible award. With such 

an encouragement, surely ZWCAD will do even better in the future, and we want to do more for our 

users in return,” Kingdom Lin, General Manager of ZWCAD Overseas said. 

Gabriela Ciszyńska-Matuszek, the ZWCAD partner in Poland who collected the award, was pleased 

with the acknowledgement: “I believe ZWCAD will be more popular in Poland as we expand our 

trainings, seminars, webinars and face-to-face meetings. We are hugely excited by this award for once 

again acknowledging ZWCAD as a quality, credible and cost-effective CAD software, and we look 

forward to offering these benefits to our customers.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Tata+Consultancy+Services
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Japan
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Japan
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Japan
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Japan
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Japan
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zwsoft.com%2Fzwcad&esheet=51482552&newsitemid=20161222005179&lan=en-US&anchor=ZWCAD&index=1&md5=8a969f76744a5447fa513a1d2fcaa1c2
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Events News 

Pandora and TXT Retail to Present at Exhibitor Insights 

22 December 2016 

TXT Retail will host an Exhibitor Insights session at NRF 2017, the retail ‘Big Show’ on January 15-17 

in New York.  

The session ‘Building a Global Merchandising Organization Across 100 Countries’ will be held on 

Monday, January 16th at 3pm and will feature the participation of TXT Retail experts, together with 

TXT customer Pandora, the jewelry manufacturer and retailer, known worldwide for its customizable 

bracelets, designer rings and necklaces.  

On stage:  

 Robbie Cleijsen, Head of Merchandise Applications, Global IT, Pandora  

 Peter Charness, SVP North America, Global Chief Marketing Officer, TXT Retail  

The session will discuss how Pandora successfully navigated the challenges of a global project to 

revamp its merchandise systems and processes while in a period of rapid growth and extreme change. 

Robbie Cleijsen will describe how they introduced a merchandising mindset and integrated the expertise 

of central and local teams to establish common practices and a single planning process across functions 

and geographies, based on TXT Retail technology.  

Peter Charness will also provide a quick review of some of the new practices in Assortment 

Management, adopted by leading Retailers as part of transformational projects that support their ability 

to attract and service customers anyway and anywhere they want to shop.  

“Pandora is at the forefront in planning and we are glad to assist their journey as they build a global 

merchandising organization,” commented Peter Charness. “The TXT Retail solution allows our 

customers to be better and faster at the processes that make the difference: not only as it incorporates the 

sector best practices, becoming a clear reference for companies redesigning their processes, but its 

flexibility allows accommodating the peculiarities of each organization and their teams accelerating 

deployment and pace of adoption. This is key to tier- 1 organizations and large scale projects such as 

Pandora’s.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Financial News  

ESD Alliance Reports EDA Industry Revenue Increase for Q3 2016 

22 December 2016 

The Electronic System Design (ESD) Alliance Market Statistics Service (MSS) today announced that 

the Electronic Design Automation (EDA) industry revenue increased 7.0 percent for Q3 2016 to $2093.7 

million, compared to $1957.5 million in Q3 2015. The four-quarters moving average, which compares 

the most recent four quarters to the prior four quarters, increased by 3.7 percent. 

“The industry realized solid growth in Q3, with all of the geographic regions – Americas, Europe, 

Middle East and Africa, Japan, and Asia/Pacific - reporting revenue increases," said Walden C. Rhines, 

board sponsor for the ESD Alliance MSS and chairman and CEO of Mentor Graphics. “Product 

categories CAE, Semiconductor IP, IC Physical Design & Verification, and services all reported 
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increases in the third quarter.” 

Companies that were tracked employed a record 35,515 professionals in Q3 2016, an increase of 6.2 

percent compared to the 33,430 people employed in Q3 2015, and up 1.5 percent compared to Q3 2016. 

The complete quarterly MSS report, containing detailed revenue information broken out by both 

categories and geographic regions, is available to members of the ESD Alliance. 

Revenue by Product Category 

Computer Aided Engineering (CAE) generated revenue of $666.7 million in Q3 2016 which represents a 

5 percent increase compared to Q3 2015. The four-quarters moving average for CAE decreased 1.2 

percent. 

IC Physical Design & Verification revenue was $441.3 million in Q3 2016, an 8.2 percent increase 

compared to Q3 2015. The four-quarters moving average increased 2.8 percent. 

Printed Circuit Board and Multi-Chip Module (PCB & MCM) revenue of $162.2 million for Q3 2016 

represents a decrease of 0.1 percent compared to Q3 2015. The four-quarters moving average for PCB & 

MCM increased 0.9 percent. 

Semiconductor Intellectual Property (SIP) revenue totaled $720.9 million in Q3 2016, a 10.4 percent 

increase compared to Q3 2015. The four-quarters moving average increased 10.1 percent. 

Services revenue was $102.6 million in Q3 2016, an increase of 3 percent compared to Q3 2015. The 

four-quarters moving average increased 2.9 percent. 

Revenue by Region 

The Americas, EDA’s largest region, purchased $932.9 million of EDA products and services in Q3 

2016, an increase of 3.2 percent compared to Q3 2015. The four-quarters moving average for the 

Americas increased 1.3 percent. 

Revenue in Europe, the Middle East, and Africa (EMEA) increased 2.3 percent in Q3 2016 compared to 

Q3 2015 on revenues of $297 million. The EMEA four-quarters moving average decreased 0.7 percent. 

Third-quarter 2016 revenue from Japan increased 3.9 percent to $213.2 million compared to Q3 2015. 

The four-quarters moving average for Japan increased 5.5 percent. 

The Asia/Pacific (APAC) region revenue increased to $650.6 million in Q3 2016, an increase of 16.6 

percent compared to the third quarter of 2015. The four-quarters moving average increased 9 percent. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Oracle: Q2 SAAS and PAAS Cloud Revenues Up 81% 

15 December 2016 

Oracle Corporation today announced fiscal 2017 Q2 results. Total Revenues were $9.0 billion, flat in 

U.S. dollars and up 1% in constant currency. Non-GAAP Total Revenues were $9.1 billion, up 1% in 

U.S. dollars and up 2% in constant currency. Cloud software as a service (SaaS) and platform as a 

service (PaaS) revenues were $878 million, up 81% in U.S. dollars and up 83% in constant currency. 

Non-GAAP SaaS and PaaS revenues were $912 million, up 87% in U.S. dollars and up 89% in constant 

currency. Total Cloud Revenues, including infrastructure as a service (IaaS), were $1.1 billion, up 62% 

in U.S. dollars and up 64% in constant currency. Cloud plus On-Premise Software Revenues were $7.2 

billion, up 2% in U.S. dollars and up 3% in constant currency. 

Operating Income was $3.0 billion and Operating Margin was 34%. Non-GAAP Operating Income 
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was $3.8 billion and non-GAAP Operating Margin was 42%. Net Income was $2.0 billion while non-

GAAP Net Income was $2.6 billion. Earnings Per Share was $0.48, while non-GAAP Earnings Per 

Share was $0.61. Without the impact of the U.S. dollar strengthening compared to foreign currencies 

and an unforeseen Egyptian currency exchange loss, Oracle's reported GAAP and non-GAAP Earnings 

Per Share would have been 2 cents higher. 

Short-term deferred revenues were $7.4 billion, up 6% in U.S. dollars and up 8% in constant currency 

compared with a year ago. Operating cash flow on a trailing twelve-month basis was $14.2 billion, up 

9% from the prior year. 

"For four consecutive quarters our Cloud SaaS & PaaS revenue growth rate has increased," 

said Oracle CEO, Safra Catz. "As we get bigger in the cloud, we grow faster in the cloud. Our non-

GAAP constant currency SaaS and PaaS growth rate is now up to 89%. This growth rate acceleration 

has driven our quarterly cloud revenue over the $1 billion mark. When salesforce.com crossed the 

billion dollar milestone their SaaS and PaaS subscription growth rate had slowed down to 36%, even 

after you include all their acquisitions." 

"Oracle has now passed salesforce.com and become number one in SaaS cloud applications sales to 

customers with over 1,000 employees according to the latest IDC report," said Oracle CEO, Mark Hurd. 

"In other words, this year we are selling more enterprise SaaS than any cloud services provider in the 

world. We expect to book over $2 billion in new annually recurring cloud business this year alone. And, 

with the acquisition of NetSuite, we plan on being the #1 cloud applications service provider for 

companies with less than 1,000 employees as well." 

"Our Database as a Service cloud revenue was $100 million for the quarter, driving growth in our 

overall database business," said Larry Ellison, Oracle Chairman and CTO. "We expect our Database as a 

Service and IaaS businesses will grow even faster than our skyrocketing SaaS business. A lot of people 

were taken by surprise when IDC ranked Oracle #1 in Enterprise SaaS, surpassing salesforce.com and 

overcoming their fifteen year head-start. Stay tuned. More surprises coming. I think we're going to do 

even better with IaaS and the Oracle database in the cloud." 

Click here to return to Contents 

Implementation Investments 

Austrian Army Successfully Implements Upgraded CAE GESI Constructive Simulation System 

20 December 2016 

CAE today announced that an upgraded version of its CAE GESI constructive simulation system for 

command and staff training has been installed and is now ready-for-training for the Austrian Army. 

The latest generation CAE GESI command and staff training system, known as FűSim within the 

Austrian Army, is now installed at Landesverteidigungsakademie (LVAk) in Weitra, Austria. In 

addition, CAE provided a third-party communications system to the Austrian Army's Theresian Military 

Academy (TherMilAk) in Wiener Neustadt, Austria, to be integrated with GESI. The Austrian Army can 

now conduct civil-military cooperation exercises at the two locations in Austria as well as traditional 

command and staff training exercises for brigade and battalion commanders. 

"For almost 20 years we have been using the CAE GESI constructive simulation software that allows us 

to train our commanders for complex scenarios in a realistic and efficient simulation environment," said 

Colonel Wolfgang Kralicek, head of section training equipment and simulation for the Austrian Ministry 
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of Defense.  "With the next-generation GESI system, we will be able to simulate more complex 

scenarios in urban terrain with more entities connected with our command and control system." 

Enhancements to the next-generation CAE GESI constructive simulation software include an easy-to-

use exercise editor, comprehensive after-action-review capability, and interoperability with a range of 

command and control (C2) systems. CAE will deliver additional upgrades to the Austrian Army for the 

Theresian Military Academy in 2017. 

"We are pleased to have delivered the next-generation CAE GESI system to the Austrian Army less than 

four months after contract award and ahead of schedule," said Ian Bell, CAE's Vice President and 

General Manager, Europe/Middle East/Africa. "Austria along with other European armies trusts in CAE 

GESI for high-quality command and staff training, and we continue to make significant investments to 

GESI to bring additional features and capabilities." 

CAE GESI is the primary constructive simulation training tool used for command and staff training in 

Europe. In addition to Austria, the armies of Germany, Italy, Ireland, Finland, Poland and Norway are 

all using the CAE GESI system for a range of command and staff training requirements, including 

classroom training at schools and academies. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Gerber Announces Latest Company to Choose YuniquePLM® In The Cloud  

20 December 2016 

Gerber Technology today announced Implement Now chose YuniquePLM In The Cloud after a 

comprehensive market evaluation to help accelerate their development process. 

The Nashville-based company – which develops private-label and exclusive products including 

activewear, accessories, hard goods and packaging – selected Gerber Technology's YuniquePLM 

lifecycle management software to help improve its processes, increase efficiency, and enable 

communication across previously disconnected teams and departments. 

In September 2016, the solution earned an unprecedented four-star rating from WhichPLM, a leading 

digital magazine focused on product development in the fashion industry. Other prominent 

YuniquePLM users include Los Angeles lifestyle brand Celebrity Pink Jeans; Carrefour®, the second-

largest retail chain in the world; and French work wear manufacturer Mulliez-Flory®. 

YuniquePLM is a revolutionary web-based tool that streamlines design and development, helping users 

in the apparel and retail industries get the right products to market sooner. Intuitive and easy to use, 

YuniquePLM integrates seamlessly with customers' existing ERP systems, Gerber's AccuMark® CAD 

software, and the Adobe suite. 

"Cloud technology is transforming all industries and market leaders are adopting this technology now to 

drive efficiency and decrease time-to-market. Gerber is leading this transformation for PLM in the 

fashion and apparel industry," said Bill Brewster, vice president and general manager, enterprise 

software solutions for Gerber Technology. "We're proud to add Implement Now to our growing list of 

customers using YuniquePLM In The Cloud its integration capabilities make the platform especially 

well-suited for companies with diverse product lines." 

Click here to return to Contents 

KPIT Expands its Partnership with PTC to Deploy Lifecycle Management Solutions in India 

19 December 2016 
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KPIT Technologies, a global technology company specializing in IT consulting and product 

engineering, today announced that it is expanding its partnership with PTC. It has signed Value Solution 

Provider and Service Advantage Partner agreements to deliver product lifecycle management (PLM) 

solutions to customers in India.  

This alliance further expands the 15-year relationship of the two companies from North America and 

Europe to the Indian product development and services space. As a technology partner with profound 

industry knowledge, KPIT has a 360° global partnership with PTC for building value-based solutions, 

supporting product development and delivering premium services. KPIT complements and expands on 

PTC’s offerings to help accelerate PTC roadmap through strong integration of ERP & Functional Safety 

systems, availability of degreed contract engineers, and expertise in embedded systems and mechanical 

design, which help customers in India benefit from PTC’s PLM product suites. 

 

Rajeev Kulkarni, ePLM Global Head from KPIT said: “We have extensively worked with PTC as one of 

their leading technological partners in North America, and are excited to expand this collaboration. With 

India being one of the fastest-growing PLM markets, gaining impetus from increased manufacturing and 

the need for convergence across industries, we believe that our partnership will be pivotal in providing a 

befitting solution to the customers.” 

 

“PTC is pleased to partner with KPIT to expand and enhance the delivery of our world-class technology 

solutions and services in India. We always stand for best customer service and we are sure that this 

partnership will ensure the same. We look forward to strengthen our relationship with KPIT as it 

continues to bring innovative services to market,” said Mr. Kalyan Sridhar, Country Manager. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Product News 

AIM Software Integrates MATLAB® with GAIN EDM for More Effective Models 

22 December 2016 

AIM Software announces today that GAIN, its award-winning EDM platform, is now fully interfaced 

with MATLAB®, offering quants and data analysts a direct access to their securities databases cross-

referenced by GAIN, to develop the most efficient investment and risk models. 

Investment management and research teams use MATLAB® to develop mathematical models aimed at 

analyzing portfolios, quantifying risk, and creating performance investment management strategies. 

Quantitative Research Teams access securities data and manipulate large volumes of data (time-series 

for example) to research, implement, back-test, and fully validate their models. 

The data preparation step is crucial to properly foresee the profitability and associated risk of new 

trading models. This data preparation work has historically been manually intensive, time-consuming 

and error-prone. Moreover, in a number of cases, each quant is still developing its own tools, scripts, 

databases and spreadsheets, creating difficulties for audit process. 

"Based on the feedback of our client community, AIM Software launched a product designed for 

automating the data preparation steps required for developing custom mathematical models”, says 

Olivier Kenji Mathurin, Head of Strategic Research. “It acts as a central platform that automatically 

collects and cross-references data from various sources, thus eliminating the risk of error-prone manual 

consolidation. Moreover, it enables more accurate time-series that can be traced back, from sourcing to 
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the usage of the data." 

Today, joint-users of the products can directly access via MATLAB® the quality-controlled data 

collected by GAIN. 

“Users can provide the date ranges and the factors they require, and only the data that’s necessary is 

loaded directly into MATLAB® from the server API, without requiring file manipulation - thus further 

empowering analysts to focus on building more effective investment models and strategies,” adds 

Olivier Kenji Mathurin. 

Josef Sommeregger, Managing Director and Chief Commercial Officer of AIM Software, comments: 

"GAIN is the answer to the market demand for more efficient control over data usage and data costs, 

which are among the top priorities of our client community. AIM Software aims to deliver the most 

modern platform enabling more business agility for the enterprise.” 

GAIN was named "Best Buy-Side Enterprise Data Management Platform" at the Data Management 

Review Awards, held in London during November 2016. More recently, AIM Software has been 

recognized for the sixth consecutive year in a prestigious international ranking of the top 100 technology 

providers for risk management. 

“We will continue to listen to our customers and respond with the solutions they need to enable them to 

both operate efficiently and address their data needs effectively”, concludes Josef Sommeregger. 

Click here to return to Contents 

AMC Bridge Introduces New Features in CAD-to-Etsy 

20 December 2016 

AMC Bridge introduced new features in CAD-to-Etsy™, a proof of concept of an add-in that extends 

the functionality of Autodesk® Fusion 360™ enabling users to connect to Etsy e-commerce platform, 

populate listing items, attach a rendered model from Fusion 360. The updated version enables users to 

connect to Autodesk Forge platform and attach a model file from Forge storage to an Etsy listing of 

digital type.  

CAD-to-Etsy supports Autodesk Fusion 360 for Windows. 

Click here to return to Contents 

CADSoftTools Releases ABViewer 11.2 

8 December 2016 

CADSoftTools is pleased to announce the release of a new version of ABViewer, a program for working 

with DWG, DXF, PLT and other CAD files and 3D models. 

A lot of our clients have already evaluated our PDF to DWG converter that allows converting lines, 

polylines, hatches, arcs, texts and other entities. Earlier raster PDF files were transformed into 

uneditable OLE-objects just like in the majority of other converters. 

Vectorization of raster images is one of the major new features of ABViewer 11.2. Generally 

vectorization is required for scanned drawings. Now it is possible to convert raster PDF objects 

into editable vector DWG entities which makes it much easier to work with the transformed drawings. 

You can vectorize the whole raster PDF drawing, vectorize it partially or transform it into an OLE-

object without further vectorization. To evaluate our updated PDF to DWG converter, you can download 

the trial version of ABViewer. 

https://amcbridge.com/labs/data-management-tools/cad-to-etsy
http://cadsofttools.com/products/abviewer/
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PDF to DWG conversion is available in ABViewer Enterprise. You can find license prices at the 

website. Users who already have a license for ABViewer 11 Enterprise can update free of charge. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Elementacular 1.5 Supports Autodesk Maya 

22 December 2016 

The interactive cloud sculpting and rendering plugin for Autodesk Maya has been released in version 1.5 

with support for volumetric clouds directly into modern renders such as Arnold and RenderMan through 

OpenDVB. Elementacular allows you to design cloud shapes through Maya mesh operations while 

continuously visualizing beautiful volumetric clouds directly in the viewport – interactively and in high-

quality. The export to OpenVDB allows the cloud to integrate seamlessly with the rendering of the 

entire scene – no more postproduction and composition needed to integrate the Elementacular clouds in 

your final image. 

Version 1.5 is available for download: https://elementacular.com/ 

Click here to return to Contents 

Granta Design Announces GRANTA MI Version 10 to Digitalize Materials Knowledge 

14 December 2016 

Granta Design today announced GRANTA MI™ Version 10, the latest version of its leading materials 

information management software, delivering a new workflow system plus new and updated apps and 

tools based on experience and feedback from implementations worldwide. Version 10 offers engineering 

enterprises complete control over how they collect and apply materials knowledge and removes major 

barriers to digitalizing materials-related processes.  

Business processes have become highly-digitalized over the last 30 years. But the world of engineering 

materials has lagged behind. Constraints have included manual and error-prone processes, the widely-

varying needs of different groups in an enterprise, and the lack of a consistent approach across key 

engineering tools such as computer-aided design (CAD), computer-aided engineering (CAE), and 

product lifecycle management (PLM) systems. Version 10 removes these barriers. It ensures that 

materials information is captured digitally and linked intelligently, establishing a single, consistent, 

traceable ‘gold source’ of materials data for the organization. 

Central to this is the new GRANTA MI:Workflow™, which enables companies to manage the processes 

by which materials information is requested, collected, approved, and released in a controlled, traceable 

manner. Its simple user interface of forms and task-based activities enables workflows such as to-do 

lists, email notifications, approval sequences, and moderation queues. A key feature is the audit trail of 

who performed which step of the process, and when. 

Granta’s apps find and apply the right data, quickly – and fully traceable to its source. MI:Explore™, 

which enables configuration of task-specific apps, has expanded support for accessing CAE material 

models, with more intuitive searching, visualization of curves such as stress-strain models, and one-click 

generation of correctly formatted material cards. The latest MI:Materials Gateway™ is substantially 

faster; users across CAD, CAE and PLM can use this embedded app to search and browse materials and 

assign them to parts and models, quickly and easily. GRANTA MI customers will also gain greater 

understanding and insight into data relationships with the new MI:Mat Analyzer™, an app for graphical 

exploration of data. Its plotting options help organizations unlock insights into how material properties 

http://cadsofttools.com/products/abviewer/buy/
https://elementacular.com/
https://www.grantadesign.com/products/mi/whatsnew.htm
https://www.grantadesign.com/products/mi/gateway.htm
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vary with process parameters, for example. 

The cleaner, more intuitive MI:Viewer user interface makes it easier to browse, query, edit, and use 

data. New Application Activity reporting enables analysis of usage trends: e.g., which data is most 

popular, or how many users accessed the system; create performance indicators for management or 

compliance reports. 

New projects can get up-and-running quickly by applying best practice data management templates, 

developed in collaboration with the world-leading enterprises that use GRANTA MI. Apply the data 

structures of the MI:Additive Manufacturing™ template to capture AM property and process data; now 

you can apply graphical tools to understand the vital relationships between materials, properties, and 

process parameters. Another template now enables the capture of test or simulation data relating to 

joined material combinations (welding, riveting, adhesive bonding, or other process). Results from 

common tests can be collected with a clear understanding of the joining process and geometry used to 

generate the test samples. 

The installation process has been streamlined, and signing in to the new My Granta account enables 

easier download of new software and upgraded databases. My Granta also provides new support 

resources, including a library of video recordings of regular online GRANTA MI training sessions. 

Dan Williams, Product Manager for GRANTA MI, said: “With this release we can transform the way 

that organizations integrate materials information around their business. MI:Workflow is the result of 

several years’ collaboration with key customers who understand the importance of controlled, auditable 

processes for critical materials data. We are thrilled to bring this technology to our worldwide 

community of user organizations.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Luxion Releases KeyShot 6.3 

6 December 2016 

Luxion, a leading developer of advanced rendering and lighting technology and maker of KeyShot®, the 

first real-time ray-tracing and global-illumination program for 3D rendering and animation, today 

announced the release of KeyShot 6.3, with new import libraries and expanded support for the latest 

releases of Autodesk Alias, Inventor and Maya, Siemens NX and Solid Edge, and SOLIDWORKS. 

Luxion continues to build the most expansive support for the wide array of 3D product development 

applications in use by Engineers, Designers and 3D professionals. KeyShot 6.3 matches this 

commitment with the inclusion of the latest modeling libraries and software support, including support 

for Autodesk Alias 2017, Inventor 2017 and Maya 2017, support for Siemens NX 11 and Solid Edge 

ST9, plus enhanced and updated support for SOLIDWORKS 2017.  Previous announcements 

include new and updated plugins for Autodesk products and the release of PTC Creo 4 with Creo 

Parametric’s Advanced Rendering Extension (ARX) powered by KeyShot rendering technology. Along 

with the addition of more software support in KeyShot 6.3, Luxion has also released an update to 

KeyShot Network Rendering. 

 

Integration and Plugin Updates 
Included with native support for 3D file formats, KeyShot comes with additional free plugins for most 

3D modeling software. Many of these plugins have been updated to support more software versions with 

new plugins added to expand integration. Included in plugin updates is support for Autodesk 3ds Max, 

Alias, Maya, Fusion 360 and Revit, SOLIDWORKS, PTC Creo and SketchUp. All KeyShot plugins 

https://www.grantadesign.com/products/mi/am.htm
https://www.keyshot.com/press/luxion-releases-new-plugins-autodesk-fusion-360-revit-2017-3ds-max-2017-maya-2017/
https://www.keyshot.com/press/creo-4-0-advanced-rendering-now-powered-luxions-keyshot-render-technology/
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may be downloaded on the website. 

KeyShot Pro Trial 
As a reminder, KeyShot trials are now available as a KeyShot Pro license and include KeyShot 

Animation and KeyShotVR, for the creation of motion and touch-enabled, interactive web visuals. 

Render queue and background render are disables with only the render output watermarked. The 15-day 

trial is available as a free download. 

Availability 
The KeyShot 6.3 and Network Rendering updates are available immediately for download and 

installation for existing users of KeyShot 6. 

Click here to return to Contents 


