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CIMdata News 

CIMdata Publishes PLM Industry Report 

2 December 2014 

 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic management consulting and research firm announces 

the release of the CIMdata 2014 PLM Industry report, the fifth of five modules of the CIMdata PLM 

Market Analysis Report Series. The MAR Series provides detailed information and in-depth analysis on 

the worldwide PLM market during 2013. It contains analyses of major trends and issues; revenues of 

leading PLM providers; and revenue analyses for geographical regions, industry sectors, and historical 

and projected data on market growth. 

The CIMdata PLM Market Analysis Report Series is packaged as five modules: 

1. The CIMdata 2014 Executive PLM Market Report provides an overview of CIMdata’s complete 

global analysis. It includes key charts on PLM market investment statistics through 2013, 
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forecasts of investments for 2014 through 2018, and a summary of PLM solution providers’ 

performance in 2013. 

2. The CIMdata 2014 PLM Industry Review and Trends Report is mainly qualitative in nature, and 

focuses on key issues facing the global PLM ecosystem of solution providers and end user 

organizations. It highlights changes that occurred in 2013, what effects those changes may have 

in the short and medium term, and what is on the horizon in the years to come. 

3. The CIMdata 2014 PLM Market and Solution Provider Analysis Report details measures of and 

forecasts for the overall PLM market and its key segments, including Tools, cPDm, and Digital 

Manufacturing. The Tools section has additional details on sub-segments, including MCAD, NC, 

S&A, EDA, and AEC. It also includes CIMdata’s estimates of PLM solution provider revenues 

in these segments and sub-segments for 2014 through 2018. 

4. The CIMdata 2014 PLM Market Geographic Analysis Report provides an additional view of the 

2013 market results, by major geography. CIMdata’s 2013 estimates and market forecasts for 

2014 through 2018 for PLM and the major PLM market segments are provided for the Americas, 

EMEA, and Asia-Pacific. In addition, the report includes estimates and forecasts for the cPDm 

segment within specific European and Asia-Pacific countries and regions. 

5. The CIMdata 2014 PLM Market Industry Analysis Report provides an industry segmentation 

view of the 2013 market results. CIMdata’s 2013 estimates and market forecasts for 2014 

through 2018 for PLM and cPDm are provided for eight different industry sectors: aerospace and 

defense; automotive and other transportation; electronics/telecommunications; fabrication and 

assembly; process-packaged goods; process—petrochemical; utilities; and construction, 

infrastructure and shipbuilding. 

During 2013, all industries continued their recovery from the global recession.  as shown in the figure 

below. CIMdata forecasts a continued rebound to growth in all industries during the five-year forecast 

period. 
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PLM spending is greatest in automotive, fabrication and assembly, electronics and telecommunications, 

and aerospace and defense. It is lower in the process industries and utilities. There are some good 

process PLM solutions available, but most are not integrated with mechanical PLM, resulting in a 

challenge for companies in the consumer packaged goods industry, for instance, whose products have 

both formulation and discrete components (e.g., packaging). CIMdata believes there are good 

opportunities in all segments as corporate management continues to become more cognizant of the value 

of PLM and its positive impact on both the top and bottom lines of a business. During 2013, 

comprehensive providers continued to expand their efforts to deliver more industry-focused and 

functional packaged solutions that are easier and less expensive to acquire and deploy 

 “Companies in all industries continue to face global competition and must address increased product 

and supply chain management complexities, cost pressures, and time-to-market demands that can make 

or break a company’s profitability,” states Stan Przybylinski, CIMdata VP of Research. “Using PLM to 

create highly collaborative, distributed, flexible design and manufacturing environments to better 

manage the entire product or plant lifecycle is critical to all industries.” 

The CIMdata PLM Market Analysis Report Series is available as a five-module set or each module can 

be purchased separately. It is also available as part of the CIMdata PLM Community Gold Membership. 

Further details and pricing information about the report and Community Memberships are available at 

www.cimdata.com.  

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize 

an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered 

http://www.cimdata.com/
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world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods on PLM solutions. These solutions 

incorporate both business processes and a wide-ranging set of PLM-enabling technologies. 

CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and providers of technologies and services seeking 

competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, 

provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The 

company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences 

worldwide. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia 

Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website at www.CIMdata.com, follow us on 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews, or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann 

Arbor, MI 48108, USA, Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV 

Weert, The Netherlands, Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

CIMdata Releases Series of Country-Specific PLM Market Analysis Reports 

4 December 2014 

 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic management consulting and research firm announces 

the release of seven additional country-specific PLM Market Analysis Reports. These new reports 

follow the release of the 2014 China PLM Market Analysis Report earlier this year. 

The CIMdata PLM MAR series presents CIMdata’s analysis of the 2013 product lifecycle management 

(PLM) market. The complete global analysis provides CIMdata’s perspective on PLM across a variety 

of industry and geographic sectors, identifies market trends, reviews investments in PLM-related 

software and services during 2013, and forecasts PLM investments for 2014 through 2018. It includes 

charts that present the overall PLM market and its various sectors as defined by CIMdata. These include 

collaborative Product Definition management (cPDm), tools and tools sub-sectors, and digital 

manufacturing. 

In addition to its global reports, CIMdata now offers eight country-specific PLM Market Analysis 

Reports: 

 Brazil 

 China 

 Germany 

 India 

 Japan 

 Russia 

 South Korea 

 United States 

These reports focus on the PLM market in each country, including its main segments and the 2013 

financial results for PLM solution and service providers. Each country report includes estimates of 

spending by industry segment within the country, market presence within the country, growth of the top 

10 suppliers in that country, revenue by global mindshare leaders, market shares in each measured 

http://www.cimdata.com/
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segment, and five-year forecasts. 

 “2013 was a good year in most of the countries examined in these Country reports,” according to Stan 

Przybylinski, CIMdata’s Vice President of Research. “At nearly $6.2 billion in 2013, the United States 

is the largest market and is forecast to grow at a compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 5.0% through 

2018. Japan was second in this group, with 2013 revenues of $3.3 billion and a CAGR of 6.0%. PLM 

revenues in Germany were $2.96 billion, and a CAGR of 4.6%. These three countries have dominated 

the PLM market for years, and will maintain that position. However, South Korea (at $478 million and a 

7.6% CAGR) and the emerging PLM economies of Brazil, China, Russia, and India have great potential. 

CIMdata estimates the 2013 PLM revenues in Brazil were $268 million (7.2% CAGR), in India $541 

million (9.5% CAGR), and in Russia $278 million (6.5% CAGR), and that these high growth rates will 

place them among the global PLM revenue leaders.” 

The CIMdata country-specific PLM Market Analysis Reports are available for purchase at 

www.CIMdata.com. 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize 

an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered 

world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods on PLM solutions. These solutions 

incorporate both business processes and a wide-ranging set of PLM-enabling technologies. 

CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and providers of technologies and services seeking 

competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, 

provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The 

company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences 

worldwide. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia 

Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website at www.CIMdata.com, follow us on 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews, or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann 

Arbor, MI 48108, USA, Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV 

Weert, The Netherlands, Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

A New Business Calculus from IBM Software Group 

26 November 2014 

 

Key takeaways: 

 IBM, one of America’s oldest and most storied companies, is known for transforming itself to 

survive and thrive—today is no different, and the IBM Software Group is leading the charge to 

address three strategic imperatives reshaping the world: data, cloud, and people-centered 

engagement 

 Huge investments in cloud, cognitive systems like Watson and next generation cloud-based 

collaboration and software development offerings position IBM to capitalize on this new 

business calculus 

http://www.cimdata.com/
http://www.cimdata.com/
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 IBM is investing heavily in the Internet of Things, a topic related to all three strategic 

imperatives, and one that companies invested in PLM as makers, and often operators, of smart 

things must increasingly address 

CIMdata had the pleasure of attending the 2014 IBM Software Group Analyst Insights (#SWGAI) event 

on November 12-13 at the Hilton Stamford, CT, a venue right-sized for the 200 attendees, including 

about 100 analysts. IBM Software Group is a huge business in its own right, with revenues of nearly $26 

billion in IBM’s last fiscal year, about 25% of total IBM revenues. Steve Mills, Senior Vice President 

and Group Executive for Software & Systems, bookended the event; he welcomed the crowd and 

conducted a closing Q&A session. Mr. Mills claimed that SWGAI started 13 years ago to bring people 

together to sum up the many aspects of IBM’s business. IBM recognizes that most analysts have a focus, 

but this broader event provides a higher-level view of IBM’s business and what they are trying to 

accomplish. Given the breadth of the event, this commentary can only cover part of what was offered in 

the 36-hour agenda. 

The audience was abuzz during the opening session, asking questions about several recent moves once 

again transforming IBMs business, like announcing the sale
1
 of its chip fabrication businesses to 

GLOBALFOUNDRIES, just after the sale
2
 of their x86 server business to Lenovo. In his 41 years at 

IBM Mr. Mills has experienced many of IBM’s transformations, and claimed that IBM is in a state of 

constant change. Yes, IBM wants to grow, but that growth has to be profitable, a statement that puts 

these recent divestments in the right perspective. His key message, one that was echoed throughout the 

event, was that three strategic imperatives are reshaping the world: data, the cloud, and people-centric 

engagement. Over the next day and a half, IBM executives, business partners, and customers tried to 

drive home this message. 

Robert LeBlanc, IBM SVP for Software and Cloud Solutions, claimed that data is the world’s new 

natural resource, one that is transforming industries and professions. How might that transformation 

occur? Mike Rhodin, SVP of IBM Watson, spoke about how we are in the third era of computing: the 

Tabulating Systems of the 1900s gave way to Programmable Systems in the 1950s, and in about 2011 

we entered the era of Cognitive Systems, represented by IBM Watson. IBM sees these new systems, 

termed Systems of Insight, mediating between the Systems of Engagement and Systems of Record that 

Geoffrey Moore has defined, to power that transformation. IBM has bet big on insight, with their recent 

announcements on Watson investments layered on top of their longtime spending on analytics. IBM is 

building out their infrastructure to leverage this new natural resource, digesting data from multiple 

sources for the benefit of current and future customers. 

This reshaped world requires new ways of working, including adding critical new partners. Watson gets 

smart by digesting information. IBM’s recently announced partnership with Twitter
3
 will provide an 

ever-expanding corpus of Twitter data to help power Watson Analytics. In this reshaped world, 

engagement means mobile. IBM also recently announced a partnership with Apple,
4
 to provide Apple’s 

ecosystem with the IBM MobileFirst Platform for iOS, for mobile application development. Because 

Apple believes developers should be able to conceive, deploy, and dispose of an app in 90 days, IBM 

will have to adapt their development platform (and practices) to churn out analytics faster than they did 

before, and will have to become plug-and-play with other common solutions. When things don’t go the 

                                                 
1
 http://www-03.ibm.com/press/us/en/pressrelease/45110.wss 

2
 http://www-03.ibm.com/press/us/en/pressrelease/44588.wss 

3
 http://www.ibm.com/big-data/us/en/big-data-and-analytics/ibmandtwitter.html 

4
 http://www.apple.com/pr/library/2014/07/15Apple-and-IBM-Forge-Global-Partnership-to-Transform-Enterprise-
Mobility.html 
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way IBM planned with these younger firms, Mr. Mills claimed that IBM is often “the oldest company in 

the room, so we try to act that way,” taking the adult role in the relationship. 

The cloud has increasingly become part of the business calculus across many industries, and IBM has 

been moving fast to be ready. After their 2013 acquisition of SoftLayer Technologies,
5
 IBM plans to 

spend $1.2 billion on building out the remaining data centers, at a cost of $80-100 million per center (a 

number contrasted with the much higher costs of IBM’s cloud competitors). Mr. LeBlanc believes that 

the SoftLayer acquisition is one of IBM’s most strategic acquisitions ever. Completing the data center 

build-out is essential because customers and prospects mostly want clouds originating in (legally) 

acceptable locations based on local and regional laws. But even with all this investment, Mr. LeBlanc 

claimed that we are only in the “third inning” of the “cloud game,” with a lot more innovation to come. 

IBM is also using the cloud to reshape how development is done, with Bluemix, the company’s open 

cloud development platform announced earlier this year. Bluemix runs on the SoftLayer infrastructure, 

and leverages IBM’s strengths in middleware to enable a scalable agile development model. According 

to Daniel Sabbah, IBM’s CTO, and General Manager for Next Generation Platform, “cloud provides 

developers with instant access to the APIs, services, and infrastructure they need to launch their ideas 

into the present.” With the advent of the “API economy,” building new applications is more about 

composition, and developers can choose from an increasing list of Bluemix services: DevOps, Big Data, 

Mobile, Cloud Integration, Security, Internet of Things, Watson, Business Analytics, Database, Web, 

and application. With Bluemix, IBM is practicing what they preach: Bluemix is on a continuous 

development cycle, delivering new services every month. CIMdata is impressed with the breadth of 

forward-looking capabilities that IBM is providing to the new software development economy. 

IBM has a wide range of assets, but is mostly known for its success with big clients. How did IBM 

change their own business calculus to greatly expand their addressable market? By changing the way 

they engage with just about everyone, while still leveraging their traditional strengths in building 

thriving ecosystems. In some sense IBM was going from Big Blue to “Big Bro,” with excellent outreach 

programs tailored to this new reshaped world. As of this writing, IBM has held over 650 Bluemix days, 

a hands-on workshop attended by 35,000+ attendees from 4000+ companies. When those motivated 

attendees looked for help they found an invigorated IBM developerWorks online community resource, 

with over 40,000 tutorials on products from IBM and many other non-IBM products and open 

technologies, illustrating just how open IBM’s offering can be. Hackathons brought in new audiences. 

Their first “Bluemix Garage” opened in San Francisco, where IBM staffers are co-located with 41 

startups. London is next and they currently envision five locations, but they could do the same thing at 

any SoftLayer data center location. To further encourage trial and adoption, on November 10 IBM 

announced a new program for cloud-based startups
6
 that offers $120,000 in software usage credits for 

qualifying entrepreneurs. IBM claimed that in the first three hours after the announcement they got more 

applications from new startups than IBM typically does in a month. IBM is further nurturing such firms 

through “David and Goliath” dinners where the best small companies mix with IBM’s best retail clients. 

These events greatly benefit both sides, and of course IBM by extension. 

IBM is also well positioned to support another trend reshaping with world: the Internet of Things (IoT). 

As in other high technology domains, IBM was early to IoT, launching their Smarter Planet initiative in 

2008. Their research organizations saw a more instrumented world, with Moore’s Law continually 

driving down the cost of chips, and putting interconnected, intelligent devices easily within reach for 

                                                 
5
 http://www-03.ibm.com/press/us/en/pressrelease/41191.wss 

6
 https://www-03.ibm.com/press/us/en/pressrelease/45345.wss 
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product companies. In his session, John R. Thompson, IBM VP for Internet of Things used a well-

known aerospace example: Pratt & Whitney instruments their engines for 4,500 variables, and can 

generate half a terabyte of data per flight. This is one engine out of a fleet of more than 4,000 

commercial engines, graphically illustrating the data explosion from IoT. Fortunately through analytical 

modeling, IBM showed Pratt & Whitney that less than 40 variables are required to predict needed 

maintenance actions to prevent inflight shutdown or delays and cancellations with an accuracy close to 

100%, reducing the data management burden. (Armed with this knowledge, companies can design 

instrumentation and data collection more prudently.) Mr. Thompson went on to claim that IoT is not 

new. By his estimation, it is about 70% reuse of existing technologies that overlap with IBM intellectual 

property and expertise, covering most of the IoT reference model shown below. But, he goes on to say, 

if IBM does not get the other 30% right they will fail. What is that other 30%? It includes handling the 

different things or devices, which range from automobiles to HVAC systems. These many devices often 

do not follow traditional protocols. They also might require a different type of analytics, for example, to 

handle time series and cyclical data. Most importantly, success in IoT will require new specialized 

partners, many of whom have skills not known to the CIO and the IT side of the house.  

How does IoT affect the business calculus? The equation here is simple, reiterated during a breakfast 

one-to-one with Bret Greenstein, VP of IBM Rational Continuous Engineering. In this smart world, you 

are either a maker or an operator. Many industries that care deeply about PLM will be at least makers, 

creating smart, connected products. These same companies are often operators too, particularly if they 

care about servitization, the trend toward delivering products as a service. These same companies will 

also often be the ones that care about systems engineering—an IBM Rational strength. This positions 

IBM well in this reshaped world to contribute to deploy PLM strategies across many industry segments.  

 

IBM Internet of Things Reference Model 

In conclusion, this commentary covered only part of IBMs efforts to address the three strategic 

imperatives that are reshaping the world: data, cloud, and engagement. While clearly the oldest dog in 

the fight, Business has been IBM’s middle name since 1924 (much better than Tabulation in the former 

Computing-Tabulating-Recording Company). IBM has proven nimble and innovative in leveraging their 

strengths, acquiring critical technologies, and creating new engagement and business models for this 

reshaped world. Their global reputation, vast financial and intellectual assets, and broad-based 

ecosystem make them a force to be reckoned with in just about any conceivable future. Given what they 
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presented last week, this is particularly true today. 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, an independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize an 

enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM). CIMdata provides world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-

practice methods on PLM. CIMdata also offers research, subscription services, publications, and 

education through international conferences. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website 

at http://www.CIMdata.com or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108, 

USA. Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV Weert, The 

Netherlands. Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

SmarTeam: Offering Users Options for Growth: a CIMdata Commentary  

2 December 2014 

 

Key takeaways: 

 Existing Dassault Systèmes ENOVIA SmarTeam users have multiple options either to remain 

with their V5 environments, co-exist with the 3DEXPERIENCE Platform, or migrate to the 

3DEXPERIENCE Platform 

 Existing ENOVIA V5 products including ENOVIA SmarTeam will be enhanced and supported 

for years to come 

Dassault Systèmes, developers of the 3DEXPERIENCE Platform for product development, has 

reiterated their commitment to the ENOVIA SmarTeam collaboration platform. SmarTeam gained 

popularity within many companies for managing their CATIA V5, SOLIDWORKS and multi-CAD 

design files. Dassault Systèmes states that the full suite of ENOVIA products, including SmarTeam, will 

be enhanced and supported for years to come. CIMdata welcomes this pronouncement from Dassault 

Systèmes that provides SmarTeam customers the stability of a sustained solution for their CAD data 

management needs. As user companies face an increasingly difficult task of designing sophisticated 

products for their competitive industries, they cannot afford to have the tools upon which they rely 

shifting underneath them. CIMdata believes the decision to provide continued life to ENOVIA 

SmarTeam will benefit both SmarTeam user companies and Dassault Systèmes. 

The Dassault Systèmes team has done their due diligence in understanding the current SmarTeam 

customer base. They discovered that users generally fall into one of three categories: 

 CATIA Design Data Management—users who deploy CATIA V5 as their product modeling 

suite and use ENOVIA SmarTeam to manage their model BOMs. 

 Multi-CAD Design Data Management—users who work with product models from multiple 

CAD suites, often including Dassault Systèmes’ SOLIDWORKS, to manage their model BOMs. 

 Enterprise PLM—a limited number of users who deploy ENOVIA SmarTeam to manage files 

and metadata across their full enterprise. 

After Dassault Systèmes analyzed how SmarTeam was deployed in the field, they generated choices for 

their user base for alternative move-forward strategies. Dassault Systèmes recommends growth options 

http://www.cimdata.com/
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based on a user company’s business drivers. For companies that have well established engineering 

processes, no complex or sophisticated product development practices of enterprise scale, and no plans 

to expand toward multiple development sites, remaining with and even growing their current V5 

ENOVIA SmarTeam environment can best suit their needs. On average, these companies limit their 

usage of SmarTeam to a single CAD solution (most often CATIA V5) or multi-CAD data management 

and have no current plans to adopt full-scale PLM practices. Their investments are protected given 

Dassault Systèmes future road map for their platforms and Dassault Systèmes’ statement that there are 

no current plans for end of development or end of service for SmarTeam (Figure 1). 

 

Figure 1—Dassault’s Future Platform Road Map 

(Courtesy of Dassault Systèmes) 

For user companies with multidisciplinary product development processes and aggressive plans to 

expand into multiple development sites and establish global collaboration between sites and the supply 

chain, Dassault Systèmes recommends a transition strategy. The migration toward the 3DEXPERIENCE 

Platform can be undertaken at a controlled pace by co-existing with the V6 platform while maintaining 

an existing V5 environment. A company may wish to keep managing existing products and projects in 

ENOVIA SmarTeam for both in-house and supply chain users who deploy CATIA V5 (or 

SOLIDWORKS) yet take advantage of the 3DEXPERIENCE Platform’s collaborative technologies and 

capabilities to guide the development process. CIMdata sees granting users this flexibility in their choice 

of when and at what pace to transition to the 3DEXPERIENCE Platform as a benefit for users and 

positions Dassault Systèmes as a helping partner in their business strategy. 

As companies move to simplify their IT infrastructures and establish new best practices, Dassault 

Systèmes recommends they consider a direct move to the 3DEXPERIENCE Platform. This includes 

those existing users of ENOVIA SmarTeam for Enterprise PLM. To assist the move to the 

3DEXPERIENCE Platform Dassault Systèmes has developed semi-automated transition tools to ease 

the burden on user companies. They studied the most common SmarTeam environments and built a suite 

of transition tools to help a company migrate while keeping their total cost of ownership low. Dassault 

Systèmes has also partnered with service providers to offer assistance to users who have customized 

their SmarTeam deployments and therefore are less able to take advantage of standard transition tools. 
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CIMdata recognizes the efforts of Dassault Systèmes to support their SmarTeam customer base. We 

believe the decision to provide continued support for the ENOVIA SmarTeam product is a smart one. 

Protecting a user’s investment makes for a good partner and rewards both provider and user alike. 

Dassault Systèmes’ investment in ENOVIA SmarTeam product sustainability is an example that other 

solution providers should heed. 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, an independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize an 

enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM). CIMdata provides world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-

practice methods on PLM. CIMdata also offers research, subscription services, publications, and 

education through international conferences. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website 

at http://www.CIMdata.com or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108, 

USA. Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV Weert, The 

Netherlands. Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 
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Subscribing to Product Design Software: a CIMdata Commentary 

3 December 2014 

 

Key takeaways: 

 Paying for software has always been challenging for most businesses; more payment options can 

lead to less risk and faster return on investment (ROI) 

 Autodesk’s Desktop Subscription model enables companies to quickly ramp up and scale down 

the desired software access as needed 

 Autodesk is providing more subscription options and flexibility, enabling customers to select the 

method that best fits their businesses 

Traditional Pricing for Product Design Software 

Today, most companies are trying to manage their finances, ramp up or scale down resources as work 

dictates, stay competitive, and at the same time reduce risk. Companies are continually trying to lower 

overhead by eliminating up-front software costs—especially for product design software—to reduce 

capital expenses and closely manage their budgets. Meeting these challenges has historically been 

difficult with the limited purchasing options available from most software solution providers. 

The traditional method of purchasing product design solutions has been to buy perpetual licenses for the 

software with an annual maintenance or support contract that covers software upgrades, hotline support, 

and various other benefits—all for typically 15% to 25% of the perpetual-license cost. Penalties for 

dropping support can be severe and result in limiting the opportunity for companies to leverage new 

technology that improves business performance.  

Companies also need a better way to acquire and rationalize the number of product design related 

licenses, adding as business increases and releasing them when business slows. Having unused licenses 

while still paying for maintenance is a drain on the bottom line.  

CIMdata believes that flexible licensing models can be a significant differentiator enabling product 

http://www.cimdata.com/


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 13 

design solution providers to deliver superior value for their customers and prospects. 

Autodesk “Desktop Subscription” 

To address these challenges, Autodesk has developed new offerings that provide more choices and 

flexible options to help businesses plan their software license requirements, get future upgrades, and 

ultimately pay only for what is needed. 

Autodesk is now providing three options to purchase and access product design software and services: 

1. Maintenance Subscription—Formerly known as Autodesk Subscription, this is the most common 

type of subscription and traditionally the most effective way for customers to maintain and 

maximize long-term investment in perpetual licenses for Autodesk software.  

2. Desktop Subscription—Highly flexible choice for software solutions that are desktop computer 

based, such as AutoCAD, AutoCAD LT, and Autodesk Product Design Suite (which includes 

Autodesk Inventor); provides a pay-as-you-go software subscription plan and lower up-front 

cost. 

3. Cloud Service Subscription—Term-based options for software solutions that live in the cloud, 

such as PLM 360. They extend workflows from the desktop into the cloud, simplify 

collaboration, and streamline workflows through a large selection of cloud services. 

When deciding between Maintenance and Desktop Subscription offerings, companies need to evaluate 

both budget and work-level issues. Large enterprises with ongoing long-term projects will want to 

consider a perpetual license and Maintenance Subscription. This allows ready access to all product 

updates and support, and is less expensive over the longer term. Companies that tend to perform short-

term work or occasional projects should consider a quarterly Desktop Subscription. 

Smaller organizations with long-term work, will want to consider an annual Desktop Subscription. This 

makes sense if the license commitment will be for three years or less, the approximate point where the 

cost of the Maintenance Subscription and the Desktop Subscription are equal. Small organizations that 

do short-term and occasional projects should consider a monthly Desktop Subscription.  

While exact benefits vary slightly between the different options, in general the Autodesk Subscription 

offerings provide access to the latest software releases, rights to previous versions, increased mobility, 

improved collaboration, and technical support. Together these benefits provide compelling value for 

manufacturers at predictable and affordable prices, and the choices allow manufacturers to select the 

option that best fits their business needs. 

Conclusion 

The challenges of business today demand a flexible technology environment that is responsive to 

changes in business requirements. Flexible software purchasing models give companies options and 

flexibility to tailor their investment for maximum return. In addition to matching licenses with workload, 

advanced software for simulation or manufacturing can be added when needed, and dropped when no 

longer necessary. Being able to drop licenses without a financial penalty is a good hedge against 

economic volatility and attendant resource demands. 

The recent Autodesk Q2 investor call indicated a strong performance from subscription offerings. This 

indicates that Autodesk customers see value in the new purchasing model, and bodes well for the future 

of subscription offerings as the supplier community gets ramped up and customers look for smarter 

options to use their scarce software dollars. 

CIMdata believes that Autodesk Subscription provides a good suite of options for acquiring and 
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decommissioning design and development software. With their various licensing models including 

Desktop Subscription offerings, Autodesk is currently offering the widest licensing choice in the 

industry. CIMdata believes this can provide both large and small businesses a useful tool to more 

effectively respond to changing needs for product design solutions. 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, an independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize an 

enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM). CIMdata provides world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-

practice methods on PLM. CIMdata also offers research, subscription services, publications, and 

education through international conferences. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website 

at http://www.CIMdata.com or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108, 

USA. Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV Weert, The 

Netherlands. Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 
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Company News 

3D Systems Makes Forbes’ List of America’s Best 100 Small Companies 

3 December 2014 

 

3D Systems today announced that it was named one of America’s Best Small Companies in Forbes’ 

2014 list of the top 100 public companies in the U.S. with less than $1 billion dollars in sales. 3DS 

claimed the 43
rd

 spot in the distinguished annual report, which ranks firms based on earnings growth, 

sales growth, return on equity and stock performance vis-à-vis an industry peer group, over both 1- and 

5-year periods. 

This is 3DS’ second major distinction from Forbes in 2014. In July, the company ranked 13
th

in Forbes’ 

list of the Most Innovative Growth Companies with a market capitalization under $10 billion. This 

annual index singles out the top 100 companies that have demonstrated continued growth through 

innovation, and is calculated using a proprietary formula from Credit Suisse HOLT, which determines 

an “innovation premium” based on investors’ beliefs that a company “will continue to come up with 

profitable new growth.” 

“It is a tremendous tribute to everyone at 3DS to be named as one of America’s Best Small Companies 

in 2014 by Forbes, after being recognized by the publication for our innovative growth potential earlier 

this year,” said Avi Reichental, President and CEO, 3DS. “These accolades reflect the unified 

commitment of our global team, the strong fundamentals of our business, and our ability to deliver long-

term value to our customers by offering the most comprehensive portfolio of 3D products and services 

available today.” 
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Adris, MicroCAD and Graitec UK become one Company Graitec Limited 

25 November 2014 

http://www.cimdata.com/
http://3dsystems.com/
http://www.forbes.com/best-small-companies/list/
http://www.forbes.com/best-small-companies/list/
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GRAITEC is pleased to announce the coming together of its 3 UK companies, Adris Ltd, MicroCAD 

Ltd and Graitec UK Ltd into one company GRAITEC LIMITED. 

Following on from the acquisition of MicroCAD Ltd earlier this year and the joining of Graitec UK and 

Adris it has been decided to formalise these companies into one UK entity named Graitec Ltd. 

Combining these three companies will enable them to bring resource and the brands together to provide 

outstanding customer service to all of their clients across the AEC and MFG space under one umbrella 

with the Autodesk Platinum Status. Graitec intends to leverage this successful experience and build on 

its customer confidence to accelerate BIM adoption and MFG expertise across the UK from 5 sites, with 

Southampton as the Head Office, Milton Keynes, Nottingham, Bradford and Durham. 

Graitec has already started developing complementary productivity tools and add-ons for Autodesk 

Revit™ to bridge the gap between design and detailing. Autodesk Advance Steel™ and Autodesk 

Advance Concrete™ will continue under our Autodesk ISV contract. Many productivity tools for 

Autodesk Inventor™ and Autodesk Vault™ are already available. 

Steve Houlder, Graitec Ltd Managing Director adds: "This strategy of Graitec to become one brand and 

one company servicing the needs of all our clients across AEC & MFG business sectors will allow us to 

offer best in class service from multiple locations across the U.K. As an Autodesk Platinum partner with 

multiple accreditations and an Autodesk authorized training centre we feel we can support all of our 

customers' requirements. It is the culmination of a lot of hard work and we would like to thank all of our 

customers who have made this possible" 
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ASCENT- Center for Technical Knowledge Announces Plans to Collaborate with 4D Technologies 

on Training and Learning Resources for Autodesk Software Users 

2 December 2014 

 

Rand Worldwide today announced that its courseware division, ASCENT- Center for Technical 

Knowledge, and 4D Technologies, developers of the CADLearning video library, plan to collaborate on 

the creation of products that bring together training guide and video content from both parties. The first 

such product type planned will see ASCENT add video from the CADLearning video library into its 

Autodesk Official Training Guide eBooks. Already the sole provider of Autodesk Official Training 

Guides (AOTG), ASCENT’s new multi-format eBook will combine their industry leading content with 

rich video to create an unrivalled learning experience. 

“ASCENT is the leading provider of training guides for Autodesk software training while CADLearning 

is the leading video-based learning resource,” says Paul Burden, director of product development, 

ASCENT. “This planned collaboration will provide the best of both types of content to instructors, 

students, and self-learners. The association of hundreds of CADLearning videos with each Autodesk 

Official Training Guide from ASCENT will enable instructors to immediately point to the perfect 

example to help illustrate a concept. Complementing the written content and exercises, this rich video 

content will create an experience that enhances the classroom environment as well as support self-

learners with practical visual demonstrations of key concepts, tricks and tips.” 

ASCENT first plans to include CADLearning in a video enhanced eBook version of AutoCAD/AutoCAD 

http://www.graitec.com/Us/index.asp
http://www.graitec.com/Us/as.asp
http://www.graitec.com/Us/ac.asp
http://www.graitec.com/Us/ac.asp
http://www.rand.com/
http://www.ascented.com/
http://www.ascented.com/
http://www.ascented.com/courseware-solutions/autodesk/courseware/overview
http://www.ascented.com/courseware-solutions/autodesk/courseware/overview
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LT 2015 Essentials.  A prototype will be available for demonstration at ASCENT’s Autodesk University 

booth (#249). This eBook will include 164 different videos with a total video playing time of over 11 

hours. 

“By working together with ASCENT, we’re combining the two top industry content offerings in one 

multi-platform learning tool,” says Matt Murphy, director of content management and development, 4D 

Technologies. “Text, images, exercises, and video demonstrations work together to support various 

learning styles and reinforce learning in a way that allows users the flexibility to absorb the information 

in the way they learn best.” 

Certification Prep Lounge 

In addition to leading classes at AU, ASCENT and CADLearning experts will also be available to 

answer exam prep questions at the “Ask the Expert” counter in the Autodesk Certification Lounge. Co-

branded materials from ASCENT and CADLearning will also be available in the Autodesk Certification 

Lounge to assist attendees in planning for their Autodesk Certification exams. 

To learn more about ASCENT’s planned Video Enhanced eBooks, view select Autodesk Official 

Training Guides and Certification Prep courseware and take advantage of 25 percent discount on 

available courseware, visit booth #249 at Autodesk University. 
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Autodesk Makes Design Software Free to Schools Worldwide 

1 December 2014 

 

Fulfilling its promise to expand access to its professional design software in education, Autodesk, 

Inc. has made its industry-leading design, engineering and entertainment software free* to students, 

instructors and academic institutions worldwide. 

Through this action, more than 680 million students and educators from over 800,000 secondary and 

post-secondary schools in 188 countries can take advantage of free access to Autodesk’s professional 

software and services for use in classrooms, labs, and at home. 

“The way we make things is changing rapidly, and we need a workforce ready to design for new 

manufacturing and construction techniques. By providing free professional design tools to students, 

faculty members and academic institutions around the world, we’re helping get industry ready for the 

next phase,” said Carl Bass, CEO, Autodesk. 

Following its announcement of free software for academic institutions in the United States earlier this 

year as part of President Obama’s ConnectED initiative, Autodesk has gradually expanded free access to 

its leading design software to academic institutions across Asia Pacific and Europe. The leader in 3D 

design, engineering, and entertainment software is also helping schools move to the cloud by providing 

academic institutions with its full suite of next generation cloud-based design products, cloud services 

such as the A360 collaboration platform, as well as maintenance subscription for free. 

From students as young as 13 years old leveraging Fusion 360 to conceptualize and 3D print prosthetic 

devices, to college teams developing environmentally sustainable homes using BIM 360 Glue, young 

talent are pushing the boundaries of design and innovation both inside and outside of the classroom 

using the same design software used by professionals every day. 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.autodesk.com%2Fpr-autodesk&esheet=50992741&newsitemid=20141201005128&lan=en-US&anchor=Autodesk%2C+Inc.&index=1&md5=0edd694f2a2412daf8593159658cf52d
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.autodesk.com%2Fpr-autodesk&esheet=50992741&newsitemid=20141201005128&lan=en-US&anchor=Autodesk%2C+Inc.&index=1&md5=0edd694f2a2412daf8593159658cf52d
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fnews.autodesk.com%2Fpress-release%2Fautodesk-consumer-group-and-education%2Fautodesk-commits-250-million-software-services-a&esheet=50992741&newsitemid=20141201005128&lan=en-US&anchor=announcement&index=2&md5=18d7d5ea0f7a6282ddd099bc976e9e67
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.autodesk.com%2Fproducts%2Fa360%2Foverview&esheet=50992741&newsitemid=20141201005128&lan=en-US&anchor=A360&index=3&md5=0e4da4870633d8305ced454506557773
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Ffusion360.autodesk.com%2Fabout&esheet=50992741&newsitemid=20141201005128&lan=en-US&anchor=Fusion+360&index=4&md5=04d3cbda7cf1ab41d3bbf70008fd7eca
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Finthefold.autodesk.com%2Fin_the_fold%2F2014%2F07%2Fmiddle-school-students-using-autodesk-fusion-360-software-develop-device-to-aid-local-man.html&esheet=50992741&newsitemid=20141201005128&lan=en-US&anchor=conceptualize+and+3D+print+prosthetic+devices&index=5&md5=b6ed724b44d20155bcdad96d77c65fe8
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Finthefold.autodesk.com%2Fin_the_fold%2F2014%2F07%2Fmiddle-school-students-using-autodesk-fusion-360-software-develop-device-to-aid-local-man.html&esheet=50992741&newsitemid=20141201005128&lan=en-US&anchor=conceptualize+and+3D+print+prosthetic+devices&index=5&md5=b6ed724b44d20155bcdad96d77c65fe8
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Finthefold.autodesk.com%2Fin_the_fold%2F2014%2F11%2Fa-sustainable-foundation-for-learning-in-the-real-world.html&esheet=50992741&newsitemid=20141201005128&lan=en-US&anchor=developing+environmentally+sustainable+homes&index=6&md5=cd6afe9769572078287980fe343d56b7
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Finthefold.autodesk.com%2Fin_the_fold%2F2014%2F10%2Fautodesk-expands-in-construction-market-with-new-bim-360-layout-ipad-app.html&esheet=50992741&newsitemid=20141201005128&lan=en-US&anchor=BIM+360+Glue&index=7&md5=2cb8b92c8c0f9a811e067ddc2c2d3a40
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“Our students are using Fusion 360 to design an Energy Scooter which we are bringing to market 

via Kickstarter, and they’re only in 8th grade! If we can help more classroom teachers incorporate 

learning through design in their curriculum, and technologies that engage students in problem-solving 

through engineering, students will see how math and science are springboards to careers as future 

innovators and entrepreneurs,” said Karen Kaun, Founder of Makeosity. 

To facilitate the integration of design tools into curricula, Autodesk also offers free project-based 

learning content and resources including the Digital STEAM Workshop and Design Academy. 

“Closing the digital gap in education starts by providing European schools with common access to the 

same advanced technology being used by industry professionals today. Autodesk’s pledge to provide our 

schools, students and teachers with free access to its professional 3D design software will enable 

educators to introduce design thinking into our classrooms; equip digital natives with the design tools to 

learn to solve real-world challenges in new creative ways; and prepare the next-generation workforce 

with the 21st century skills to meet industry demands and advance our economies,” said Neelie Kroes, 

former vice-president of the European Commission. 
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Brian Beattie Named EVP, Business Operations and Chief Administrative Officer 

3 December 2014 

 

Synopsys, Inc. announced that Brian Beattie has been promoted to executive vice president, business 

operations and chief administrative officer. Beattie will continue to lead finance, operations, and 

information technology as he has done since joining the company in 2006 as chief financial officer. His 

role will now expand to also include human resources, facilities, and the corporate business development 

and strategy group. Trac Pham, Synopsys' vice president of corporate finance, has been appointed chief 

financial officer, and will continue to report to Beattie. Both appointments are effective December 5, 

2014. 

"In our drive to scale Synopsys into its next phase of growth and global efficiency, we are bringing 

together many vital elements of our infrastructure and business development efforts under one leader. 

Brian's expanded role and focus will be on improving Synopsys' business performance while evolving 

the company's planning, execution and management practices," said Aart de Geus, chairman and co-

CEO of Synopsys. "Trac has been a key member of the Synopsys finance team for many years. 

Following in Brian's footsteps, we are pleased to have an executive of Trac's caliber step into the CFO 

role." 

Pham is an experienced finance executive with a strong background in mergers and acquisitions, 

corporate development and strategic planning in the software and data networking industries. He joined 

Synopsys as vice president of financial planning and strategy in 2006 and for the past two years has also 

been responsible for the tax and treasury organizations. He is also an active-status California CPA. 

Reporting to Pham will be the corporate controller, corporate finance, treasury, tax, internal audit and 

investor relations groups. 
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Cimatron Donates $1.7 Million Software to Iowa Community College for Advanced CAD/CAM 

Training 

1 December 2014 

 

Cimatron Technologies Inc., is donating software valued at over $1.7 million to Southeastern 

Community College (SCC) in Iowa. The CimatronE software-a CAD/CAM solution for mold, tool and 

die makers as well as manufacturers of discrete parts-will be used to provide training for students in 

design and advanced manufacturing. 

Donation Helps Meet the Talent Needs of Manufacturers  

It is one of the largest donations to SCC and will provide the foundation for training students from high 

school through college to meet the increasing demand for manufacturing expertise by companies 

in Iowa. The region is home to such industries as energy, pharmaceutical, food processing, and plastics. 

The donation was facilitated by the Lee County Economic Development Group, a private/public 

partnership to foster development and employment in the county. 

Cimatron Sees Iowa as a Key Manufacturing Location  

"This donation, along with another donation to North Iowa Area Community College last year, 

underscores the importance Cimatron places on growing the manufacturing industry in Iowa and 

throughout North America," said Bill Gibbs, Cimatron North America President.  "The demand for 

skilled CAD/CAM workers is the number one challenge that comes up in every conversation we have 

with customers as well as in a survey of toolmakers and manufacturers we conducted last year." 

Training on CimatronE software for mold, die making, and manufacturing will be part of the curriculum 

for Associate of Applied Science in Computer Assisted Drafting and Advanced Manufacturing degrees. 

"This will elevate the status of SCC among prospective students and employers as a college on the 

cutting edge of CAD/CAM," said Michael Ash, the president of SCC. 

The State of Iowa Invests in Manufacturing  

"In Iowa, manufacturing is big business. In fact, the percentage of the state's GDP derived from 

manufacturing has consistently ranked in the top 10 in the country," said Debi Durham, the director of 

the Iowa Economic Development Authority (IEDA). "The advanced manufacturing sector is so strong 

in Iowa because the public and private sectors work together to ensure conditions are favorable for 

growth. Keeping Iowa's community colleges equipped with leading edge technology is an essential part 

of training the next generation of highly skilled workers who are sought by Iowa's manufacturers to 

support future growth." 
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Dassault Systèmes and Expo Milano 2015: Partners to Promote Eco-Sustainability Exhibition 

2 December 2014 

 

Dassault Systèmes today announced that Expo Milano 2015, the upcoming World Expo, is developing 

an online 3D experience powered by Dassault Systèmes’ 3DEXPERIENCE platform, that will enable 

virtual visitors to discover the expo’s eco-sustainability theme, “Feeding the Planet, Energy for Life.” 

http://www.cimatron.com/main/homepage.aspx?folderID=5&lang=en
http://www.cimatron.com/NA/pressreleases.aspx?FolderID=912&docID=23372&lang=en
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.3ds.com&esheet=50993704&newsitemid=20141202005070&lan=en-US&anchor=Dassault+Syst%C3%A8mes&index=1&md5=fa497b4684185814206dda885f00fcfb
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The 2015 World Expo will take place in Milan, Italy from May 1 to October 31, 2015 and will examine 

the challenge of balancing nutrition for mankind with respect for the planet’s resources. To support this 

focus and make the event accessible to all, Expo Milano 2015 is creating an online, virtual model of the 

one million square meter exhibition site. Virtual visitors will be able to immerse themselves in a real-

time 3D universe and explore the venue’s buildings at their own pace, starting in December 2014 and 

throughout the event’s duration. Interactive 3D features, 360° views, sound effects and high definition 

images will bring the event to life in a visual, vibrant and informative manner, and help contribute to 

global awareness of the planet’s nutritional resources. 

“Expo Milano 2015 is expected to be one of the largest international events of the decade and the subject 

of nutrition and sharing sustainable solutions resonate in any corner of the globe,” said Giuseppe Sala, 

Commissioner of the Government of Italy for Expo Milano 2015 and CEO of Expo 2015 S.p.A. 

“Reduction of waste and eco-friendly food choices are sample topics that will be featured during the 

event. In parallel, creating a 3D tool that offers access to virtual visitors who otherwise would not be 

able to attend or who wish to complement their visit makes what will take place that much more 

compelling.” 

“Society as a whole is placing increasing demands for its survival on a planet with diminishing 

resources, and we must address this reality or risk the well-being of future generations,” added Bernard 

Charlès, President and CEO, Dassault Systèmes. “Only through seeing and experiencing can society 

fully discover how a harmony between product, nature and life can positively impact the planet. By 

offering visualization tools that provide meaningful 3D experiences, we can help inspire imagination 

and innovation that will meet this challenge and create a more sustainable future.” 

At Expo Milano 2015, over 20 million attendees will experience cultural and culinary traditions and 

technologies involved in food production from over 140 exhibiting countries, in addition to participating 

in events, shows, conferences and meetings that address the environment and urbanization. 
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ESI and EDF Energies Nouvelles sign an Exclusive Partnership Agreement 

1 December 2014 

 

ESI Group announces the signing of a strategic partnership agreement with EDF Energies Nouvelles 

(EDF EN). The partnership is in place for the next five years and will focus on innovative product 

development for the renewable energies market, leveraging ESI’s Virtual Prototyping technologies and 

expertise. New solutions and products co-created in the frame of this partnership will be exclusive to 

EDF EN. 

EDF Energies Nouvelles, a market leader in green electricity production, has appointed ESI to provide 

studies to optimize the day-to-day operations and maintenance of existing installations, and to support 

the development of new ones. These renewable energy installations may include photovoltaic 

installations, wind farms, and offshore wind farms. 

ESI’s Virtual Prototyping solutions will sustain the design of EDF EN’s innovative installations by 

virtually simulating their future performance for standard usage and for accidental conditions - enabling 

them to anticipate maintenance cost and assure compliance with new and upcoming regulations,. 

Eric Daubourg, COO of ESI France, comments: “ESI is, more than ever, the partner of choice for testing 

http://www.esi-group.com/company/about
http://www.edf-energies-nouvelles.com/
http://www.edf-energies-nouvelles.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virtual_prototyping
http://www.edf-energies-nouvelles.com/
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and guaranteeing the safety of industrial installations. We built early partnerships in the nuclear energy 

sector and continue our long history of engagement in the electricity sector with EDF Group. This new 

five year partnership with EDF EN is a sign of the successful implementation of ESI’s Virtual 

Prototyping strategy in the field of green energy, and reaffirms our presence throughout the energy 

sector.” 

Virtual Prototyping is a proven industrial method that helps manufacturers improve product quality, 

reduce development time and cost, and manage the direct and indirect environmental impact of new 

products. On the process side, Virtual Prototypes contribute to reducing, or even eliminating, the use of 

real prototypes, which are not only costly but also consume useful resources and materials. ESI’s 

solutions also help manufacturers design greener manufacturing processes and reduce material waste by 

using tailored and reliable manufacturing technologies. 

Virtual Prototyping helps manufacturers deliver more innovative and greener products; ultimately 

helping consumers to reduce their environmental footprint every day. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Geometric and Machining Training Solutions Work Together to Fill Critical Skill Gaps 

4 December 2014 

 

Machining Training Solutions (MTS) and Geometric have partnered to address a critical skill gap in the 

manufacturing industry: The lack of skilled CAD/CAM programmers and CNC operators for advanced 

computerized machines. 

The companies have joined forces to deliver state-of-the-art training programs at Eastern Florida State 

University to fill the growing demand for skilled, advanced technology positions critical for leading U.S. 

manufacturers competing on a global scale. 

New training programs are being developed through this partnership to leverage Geometric’s feature 

based CAD/CAM system and MTS’s interactive training programs on PC and mobile platforms and to 

offer training to students any time on any device. In addition, these fully interactive training programs 

allow students to learn real-world manufacturing in a virtual environment using the world’s most 

advanced virtual CNC machine simulation software. “CAMWorks is a perfect partner for providing this 

solution. Its intuitive approach and the ability to build upon the knowledge of experienced machinists 

helps the students come up to speed faster than ever before”, says Al Stimac, President at Machining 

Training Solutions. 

A recent survey by Bureau of Labor Statistics indicates that 51% of the upcoming jobs in manufacturing 

involved in production will require the ability to operate and manage increasingly complex CNC 

equipment. “We are proud to be a key technology provider to fill this skill gap and aid in the resurgence 

of manufacturing in the U.S” says Jim Foster, Head – Global Channel Sales at Geometric. For the first 

time, colleges like Eastern Florida State will be able to leverage this ground-breaking technology to 

provide students with the skills they require for skilled and high paying positions with leading 

manufactures in Florida and throughout the nation. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virtual_prototyping


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 21 

Click here to return to Contents 

GRAITEC becomes Autodesk European Platinum VAR 

21 November 2014 

 

GRAITEC is pleased to announce the signing of a Multiple Legal Entity agreement with Autodesk. This 

agreement allows Graitec to operate as an Autodesk VAR in the UK, France, Germany, Italy, Czech 

Republic, Poland and Romania with Platinum status. 

Technically, the UK subsidiary of Graitec will centralize purchases for the Graitec Group and will act as 

a purchasing entity to Autodesk and distributors. Existing Graitec local VAR contracts in Italy, Czech 

Republic and Poland (Robobat) will be replaced by the new Platinum contract. 

With Autodesk Platinum Status across Europe and as a long standing Autodesk Developer Network 

partner, Graitec is quickly achieving its ambition to become a leading global BIM provider and 

manufacturing partner delivering Autodesk first class solutions and Graitec technologies with proven 

expertise for helping customers quickly and successfully transitionto BIM. This strategy is already 

positively impacting the UK, Czech Republic and Poland markets where growth is expected to be +60% 

for Y2014 (vs. Y2013) at 27,5 M€. 

Graitec intends to leverage this successful experience and build on its customer confidence to accelerate 

BIM adoption in other Europe countries. 

Graitec has already started developing complementary productivity tools and add-ons for Autodesk 

Revit to bridge the gap between design and detailing. 

Francis Guillemard, Graitec CEO adds: "The strategy of Graitec is to become a global leading BIM 

provider, combining Autodesk and Graitec technologies for delivering real benefits to customers and 

accelerating BIM adoption around the world. The partnership with Autodesk is strong and Graitec 

positions itself more than ever as a premier partner for all construction professionals wanting to move to 

BIM." 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Missler Software partners with Machining Cloud GmbH 

1 December 2014 

 

Missler Software, author of the TopSolid family of integrated CAD/CAM/ERP software, and Machining 

Cloud GmbH, product data content provider for the digital shop, announce a new partnership under 

which the companies plan to work together to provide TopSolid users with direct access to product data 

and knowledge - 3d models, cutting conditions, tool parameters - from the world’s leading cutting-tool 

manufacturers. 

“Many cutting tools manufacturers now make their digital data available through the Machining Cloud 

portal. This agreement will enable TopSolid users to rapidly access directly these data during their part 

programming and machining simulation. Such modern technology will help them get the best tools and 

cutting conditions for their jobs, towards more efficient use of their CNC machines”, says Dominique 

Laffret, VP Strategic Partnerships at Missler Software.   

http://www.graitec.com/Us/index.asp
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Through the Machining Cloud, the cutting-tool manufacturer's descriptive, usage and geometric product 

data and application knowledge is always complete, up-to-date and readily available to be accessed 

anytime from any location and, or device. “By utilizing cloud technology and industry standards for 

cutting-tool data - including ISO 13399, GTC, STEP and MTConnect – together Missler Software and 

the Machining Cloud will provide a smooth, efficient flow of data from the cutting-tool manufacturers to 

the end users and their TopSolid software,” says Michael Taesch, Cloud Evangelist for the Machining 

Cloud GmbH. 

Upon completion of the TopSolid Cloud Connection, the interface between the Cloud and TopSolid 

software, Missler Software’s customers will realize the following key benefits: 

 time savings when initially populating their local tool database or screening the manufacturer’s 

entire catalog for new tools not presently in inventory 

 enhanced machining processes by having the latest cutting-tool data available for CAM 

programming and CNC machine simulation  

 a direct access to the cutting-tool manufacturers’ latest recommendations on cutting speeds and 

conditions for a given cutting-tool assembly in a given material 

 abilities to make better choices, when searching for new cutting tools and when deciding how to 

best run them on their CNC machines.  

The Machining Cloud apps run on Microsoft Windows
® 

7 and 8 powered desktop and tablet computers, 

as well as Android tablets and iPads.  The Machining Cloud is a neutral platform open to all partners and 

suppliers, making it suitable for the needs of most shops. 
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Stratasys Introduces New 3D Printing Curriculum for Vocational, College and University Educators 

3 December 2014 

 

Stratasys Ltd. has introduced a new 3D printing curriculum for educators. The full-semester, 14-week 

course is aimed to help prepare secondary and post-secondary students worldwide for careers being 

transformed by 3D printing. 

Learning materials are free to educators and include a curriculum guide, supporting presentations, 3D 

models (STL files) and grading tools. Focused on academia community engagement, the content may be 

continuously refreshed with the help of participating educators. 

"We notice a strong demand coming from the industry for a curriculum focusing on 3D printing," says 

Shelly Linor, director of global education for Stratasys. "Educators around the world now have an 

opportunity to make a big impact by using and contributing to our curriculum. They will also be able to 

better prepare their students for future careers as 3D printing is becoming an intrinsic part of the design 

and manufacturing processes in leading companies," Linor says. 

The beginner course, Introduction to 3D Printing: From Design to Fabrication, explores 3D printing in 

terms of its history, established applications, forward-looking trends, and potential social and economic 

impacts. Through project-based learning, students will experience 3D printing's impact on the design 

process firsthand. Centered on the course's theme Make Something That Moves Something, a variety of 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stratasys.com%2F&esheet=50994942&newsitemid=20141203006254&lan=en-US&anchor=Stratasys+Ltd.&index=1&md5=5fb59ae7345567e96f10083fca3acabc
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stratasys.com%2Findustries%2Feducation%2Feducators%2Fcurriculum&esheet=50994942&newsitemid=20141203006254&lan=en-US&anchor=materials&index=2&md5=c47757741467abf5fa8e468eef07e3c4
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stratasys.com%2Findustries%2Feducation%2Feducators%2Fcurriculum&esheet=50994942&newsitemid=20141203006254&lan=en-US&anchor=Introduction+to+3D+Printing%3A+From+Design+to+Fabrication&index=3&md5=f8d79de44f12762c5920baca75e88d7c
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projects guide students through the process of designing and 3D printing a fully functional moving part 

in a single build. 

Students will become familiar with the advantages of various 3D printing technologies in terms of 

precision, resolution and material capabilities. While Stratasys recommends FDM and PolyJet 3D 

printing technologies for this course, any technology platform and any CAD software with STL support 

may be used. 

Completion of the beginning course should enable graduates to: 

 Demonstrate knowledge of key historical factors that have shaped manufacturing over the 

centuries. 

 Explain current and emerging 3D printing applications in a variety of industries. 

 Describe the advantages and limitations of the main 3D printing technologies. 

 Evaluate real-life scenarios, and recommend the appropriate use of 3D printing technology. 

 Identify opportunities to apply 3D printing technology for time and cost reduction. 

 Discuss the economic implications of 3D printing, including its impact on startup businesses and 

supply chains. 

 Design and print objects containing moving parts without assembly. 

Stratasys plans to add two sequential advanced courses under the theme "Something That Moves 

Something." These courses will cover material memory, multi-material use and 3D printing for robotics 

applications. 

Schools in Singapore and the U.S. have led the process of implementing Stratasys' 3D printing 

curriculum. "The introductory material on 3D printing that Stratasys offers, from the slide presentations 

to the videos, were impressive," says Ms. Chee Feng Ping, a lecturer with the Temasek Polytechnic 

in Singapore. "The students enjoy the hands-on activities especially the design process with 3D 

printing." 

Wentworth Institute of Technology in Boston also uses Stratasys' 3D printing curriculum. "There are 

going to be many instructors out there who would love to teach a course in 3D printing but who simply 

do not have enough time to do the detailed research and to prepare professional level presentations," 

says Assistant Professor Steve Chomyszak. "Stratasys has now made it much easier for any instructor to 

offer a college level course on the subject." 
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User Update Sessions “Vital” for 340 VISI Enhancements  

4 December 2014 

 

Delegates at the VISI 21 Update Presentation Days say the events were vital in understanding a number 

of significant new and enhanced items of functionality. 

The new release of Vero Software’s specialist mould and die CAD/CAM solution contains in excess of 

340 updates, continuing its emphasis on intelligent solutions for mould making and stamping die 

industries.  

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stratasys.com%2F3d-printers%2Ftechnologies%2Ffdm-technology&esheet=50994942&newsitemid=20141203006254&lan=en-US&anchor=FDM&index=4&md5=85185de38e42114f64f1ca6b99c3ace2
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stratasys.com%2F3d-printers%2Ftechnologies%2Fpolyjet-technology&esheet=50994942&newsitemid=20141203006254&lan=en-US&anchor=PolyJet&index=5&md5=2d619621c3207b14e6e1347278226898
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Richard Parker, of CPG Engineering, and Mark Haddon, from Scorpion Mouldings, were amongst more 

than 80 manufacturers attending VISI’s event at machine tool manufacturer Seco’s UK headquarters in 

Warwickshire. There was also a second event at the AMRC Training Centre in Sheffield where British 

Skeleton #1 and former World Champion, 3 x European Champion and 4 X Olympian, Prof. Kristan 

Bromley detailed how VISI is used to manufacture high precision components for Olympic winning 

sleds, and produce rapid composite tooling for recreational Baseboards, which he describes as the most 

exciting new sport innovation to hit the slopes since snowboarding.   

Mark Haddon says: “Investing time to attend this update presentation was vital. I regard the day as being 

a benchmark to learn all the pointers about the new functions that I can use in my everyday work. We 

will install VISI 21 immediately, and use it for all new projects. We’ll run it in conjunction with VISI 20 

until all existing projects have been finished.” 

He found the Wire EDM updates to be particularly interesting. “Wire EDM is the only VISI module we 

don’t have, and I’m definitely going to recommend that we invest in it now. The enhancements will 

definitely be of great benefit to the way we manufacture tools for our automotive injection moulded 

products.” 

Richard Parker agrees, saying he learned aspects of the functionality that he would not have known 

about from studying the release notes. “To see them in action during the presentations was absolutely 

invaluable.” 

VISI Sales Manager Ralph Ehoff says: “VISI is widely regarded as the leading CAD/CAM solution for 

the mould and die industry, and this release in particular includes significant developments across the 

board, from data translation, multiple instance management, through to new surface modelling tools 

which expand on the previous toolset for surface extension, surface tangency, and blending between 

curves and faces with curvature constraints. There are also significant enhancements to VISI Machining 

and VISI PEPS-Wire which include an updated GUI and new toolpath algorithms with improved point 

distribution and toolpath accuracy. 

“As the delegates were predominantly VISI operators, they say they found this event vital in gaining a 

broad, first-hand, appreciation of the new features and enhancements, ensuring they can use VISI to the 

full, making the most of their software investment.” 
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Events News 

15
th

 FLOW-3D European Users Conference Announced 

2 December 2014 

 

Flow Science, Inc. has announced that it will hold its 15
th

 annual FLOW-3D European Users 

Conference on June 2-3, 2015 in Nice, France at the Hotel Westminster. A half-day of FlowSight™ 

training will be offered the afternoon of June 1. 

The conference is open to FLOW-3D users and other persons throughout Europe who are interested in 

learning more about the family of FLOW-3D products. The meeting will feature user presentations from 

a variety of industrial and research applications that focus on validations, benchmarks and case studies, 

as well as the latest developments for FLOW-3D. More information about the conference can be found 

http://www.westminster-nice.com/uk/hotel-4-etoiles-promenade-des-anglais-official-site.php
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on the conference webpage. 

FlowSight Training 

This training on FlowSight, FLOW-3D’s state-of-the-art postprocessor, is geared towards beginning and 

intermediate users of FlowSight. The training will outline the basic and advanced features of the 

software; explain workflows that help analyze results; and demonstrate how to communicate results with 

effective and engaging layouts. For more information about the training, visit Flow Science’s website > 

Call for Abstracts 

The call for abstracts is now open. Users are invited to share their experiences, present their success 

stories and obtain valuable feedback from their fellow FLOW-3D users and Flow Science technical 

staff. Abstract guidelines can be found on the website. The deadline to submit an abstract is Friday, 

April 17, 2015. The conference proceedings will be made available to attendees as well as through the 

Flow Science website. 

To Register 

Online registration for the conference and FlowSight training is now available. Register by April 17 to 

receive the early-bird rate. 
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10,000 Explore Future of Making at Autodesk University 2014 

2 December 2014 

 

At its flagship annual user event, Autodesk, Inc. highlighted the disruptions altering how things are 

designed and made, explored how the natural world can inspire design, and previewed new software 

tools and programs to make 3D design and fabrication more accessible. The company also laid out its 

plans to help designers and engineers transition to a new era of connection where they achieve better 

outcomes by realizing their ideas in context of the real world. 

"There's been a radical rethinking of how things will be made in the future,” said Carl Bass, Autodesk 

president and CEO. "New manufacturing processes and materials, coupled with infinite computing and 

ubiquitous connectivity are completely changing how companies innovate and deliver new products.” 

Bass welcomed Autodesk University’s 10,000 attendees in a keynote address where he demonstrated a 

range of the company’s cloud-based products for 3D design and engineering, reality computing and 3D 

printing, and announced plans to introduce a new offering next year that will provide access to the entire 

Autodesk portfolio of products with a single subscription. In this presentation and throughout the event, 

the company introduced new programs and tools that will help the design and manufacturing industries 

achieve new levels of connectivity and collaboration: 

 Autodesk Fusion 360, the world’s first cloud-based 3D CAD/CAM tool for product development 

that merges industrial design, mechanical engineering, and manufacturing will be made available 

for no additional cost to Autodesk Product Design Suite subscribers. In addition, Autodesk 

announced that in the future, Fusion will run entirely in a web browser (see related 

announcement) 

 A360 Team will be available globally later this month. A360 Team is a modern tool for 

collaborating that breaks down silos, brings teams together across time and space, and enables 

data management to recede into the background to be essentially invisible to users. In addition, 

http://www.flow3d.com/15th-flow3d-european-users-conference
http://www.flow3d.com/15th-flow3d-european-users-conference#Training
http://www.flow3d.com/15th-flow3d-european-users-conference#Registration
http://www.flow3d.com/15th-flow3d-european-users-conference#Registration
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.autodesk.com&esheet=50994321&newsitemid=20141202006715&lan=en-US&anchor=Autodesk%2C+Inc&index=1&md5=4c9e188c072c9b9f16fb719308ea3e6d
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.autodesk.com%2Fpr-carlbass&esheet=50994321&newsitemid=20141202006715&lan=en-US&anchor=Carl+Bass&index=2&md5=5ed2c8c2d6610db9a8d420aba915d1bc
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Ffusion360.autodesk.com&esheet=50994321&newsitemid=20141202006715&lan=en-US&anchor=Autodesk+Fusion+360&index=3&md5=b5ba8510fb261274d701a050c8f343d8
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.autodesk.com%2Fsuites%2Fproduct-design-suite%2Foverview&esheet=50994321&newsitemid=20141202006715&lan=en-US&anchor=Autodesk+Product+Design+Suite&index=4&md5=ef866afc2228015f545c4f0071bbb47f
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Finthefold.autodesk.com%2Fin_the_fold%2F2014%2F12%2Fautodesk-lays-out-vision-for-future-of-manufacturing.html.&esheet=50994321&newsitemid=20141202006715&lan=en-US&anchor=see+related+announcement&index=5&md5=8dfeeb76455acc884102fad11afe3237
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Finthefold.autodesk.com%2Fin_the_fold%2F2014%2F12%2Fautodesk-lays-out-vision-for-future-of-manufacturing.html.&esheet=50994321&newsitemid=20141202006715&lan=en-US&anchor=see+related+announcement&index=5&md5=8dfeeb76455acc884102fad11afe3237
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fautodesk360.com&esheet=50994321&newsitemid=20141202006715&lan=en-US&anchor=A360+Team&index=6&md5=67b2504d9706f107d453cf3573a838cf
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A360 Collaboration for Revit (formerly codenamed Project Skyscraper) connects building 

project teams with centralized access to BIM data in the cloud and will be available later this 

month (see related announcements) 

 Autodesk is now offering a limited number of early build Ember 3D printers for purchase and 

product feedback through the Ember Explorer Program. Ember is the first 3D printer built on 

the Spark open 3D printing platform. Apply for access at http://spark.autodesk.com/ember-

explorer 

 Autodesk has made its industry leading design, engineering and entertainment software and 

cloud services free** to students, instructors and academic institutions worldwide. With this 

move, more than 680 million students and educators from over 790,000 schools worldwide can 

now take advantage of access to Autodesk software and cloud services via the Autodesk 

Academic Resource Center (see related announcement) 

Joining Bass on stage were Emily Pilloton, Founder and Executive Director of Project H and Jeff 

Kowalski, Autodesk SVP and Chief Technology Officer, who discussed how Autodesk is looking at 

technology and design through the lens of nature. He said, “We’ve started to think of the design process 

as a living process, and to think of the things we create as living things. We can’t continue to use the 

same old processes to make the things we design significantly better, or even live sustainably on our 

own planet. The next breakthroughs will coopt some of the actual processes of nature, bringing what 

works in the living world into the world of the things we create.” 

Autodesk University Reaches Worldwide Audience 

Autodesk University is a series of conferences and an online learning destination focused on inspiring, 

challenging and energizing Autodesk software users, partners, and industry leaders about the future of 

design and engineering. Now in its 22nd year, the AU conferences attract more than 25,000 participants 

throughout the year including the flagship event in Las Vegas, which began today; international AU 

events in Japan, India, Brazil, Russia, Germany, and China; and AU Extension events in an additional 

six countries. 

A highlight of AU Las Vegas are the five Innovation Forums, a series of sessions focused on the future 

of making buildings, products, infrastructure and other things. The AU Exhibit Hall showcases the latest 

technology and innovative work by Autodesk customers across multiple industries. This year in the 

exhibit hall AU attendees can volunteer time with Autodesk cleantech partner TayaSola to assemble 

solar lantern kits for Kenyan families who lack adequate lighting. In addition, AU attendees can opt-out 

of the conference bag and instead have a $25 donation made on their behalf to the Autodesk Foundation, 

who invests in organizations practicing impact design to help create a better world. 

Autodesk University events provide attendees with a mix of presentations, instruction, and social 

activities to network, share ideas with peers, and meet industry leaders from around the world. Most of 

these presentations are available online for no charge at au.autodesk.com. 
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Cadac Group’s President of Cadac Group Americas, Edwin Elmendorp, Chosen to Lecture at 

Autodesk University 2014  

1 December 2014 

 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fnews.autodesk.com%2F&esheet=50994321&newsitemid=20141202006715&lan=en-US&anchor=see+related+announcements&index=7&md5=591d5d4a8610c4cc014c875482c2cd21
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fspark.autodesk.com&esheet=50994321&newsitemid=20141202006715&lan=en-US&anchor=Spark&index=8&md5=7252c3861d50ffb1f943051c8bf447da
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fspark.autodesk.com%2Fember-explorer&esheet=50994321&newsitemid=20141202006715&lan=en-US&anchor=http%3A%2F%2Fspark.autodesk.com%2Fember-explorer&index=9&md5=2e12e982773e984b497535c366e67a49
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fspark.autodesk.com%2Fember-explorer&esheet=50994321&newsitemid=20141202006715&lan=en-US&anchor=http%3A%2F%2Fspark.autodesk.com%2Fember-explorer&index=9&md5=2e12e982773e984b497535c366e67a49
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.schools.autodesk.com&esheet=50994321&newsitemid=20141202006715&lan=en-US&anchor=Autodesk+Academic+Resource+Center&index=10&md5=0eb0fe304b577690e9437232d2c2bb73
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.schools.autodesk.com&esheet=50994321&newsitemid=20141202006715&lan=en-US&anchor=Autodesk+Academic+Resource+Center&index=10&md5=0eb0fe304b577690e9437232d2c2bb73
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fnews.autodesk.com%2Fpress-release%2Fautodesk-consumer-group-and-education%2Fautodesk-makes-design-software-free-schools-worl&esheet=50994321&newsitemid=20141202006715&lan=en-US&anchor=see+related+announcement&index=11&md5=332484bcfe9d2e669fc63bd651d9e32b
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.projecthdesign.org&esheet=50994321&newsitemid=20141202006715&lan=en-US&anchor=Project+H&index=12&md5=1869a2fb1ef0abcfc4ba61b233926aca
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fusa.autodesk.com%2Fadsk%2Fservlet%2Fpc%2Fitem%3FsiteID%3D123112%26id%3D16188834&esheet=50994321&newsitemid=20141202006715&lan=en-US&anchor=Jeff+Kowalski&index=13&md5=e8f538e5a4044cba5b8e2aeed2385e11
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fusa.autodesk.com%2Fadsk%2Fservlet%2Fpc%2Fitem%3FsiteID%3D123112%26id%3D16188834&esheet=50994321&newsitemid=20141202006715&lan=en-US&anchor=Jeff+Kowalski&index=13&md5=e8f538e5a4044cba5b8e2aeed2385e11
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fau.autodesk.com%2F&esheet=50994321&newsitemid=20141202006715&lan=en-US&anchor=Autodesk+University&index=14&md5=37f05ed2bd649e16db2003c31178c3ba
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tayasola.com&esheet=50994321&newsitemid=20141202006715&lan=en-US&anchor=TayaSola&index=15&md5=7df435eb3e8d2d2fbb19709ba322defd
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.autodesk.org&esheet=50994321&newsitemid=20141202006715&lan=en-US&anchor=Autodesk+Foundation&index=16&md5=13a2db165526d4b9745e53680ee48d38
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fau.autodesk.com.&esheet=50994321&newsitemid=20141202006715&lan=en-US&anchor=au.autodesk.com&index=17&md5=619fa92b25efbdb4ad7a3e80cabef249
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Cadac Group Houston announced today that Edwin Elmendorp, President of Cadac Group Americas, is 

set to lecture at the upcoming Autodesk University 2014 in Las Vegas, Nevada, which takes place 

December 2-4
th

, 2014. The lecture was chosen out of the thousands of topics that were submitted, 

because it focuses on the important issue of document control and engineering data management – a 

growing and potentially costly pain point for the oil and gas industry. 

Autodesk University offers Autodesk software training and networking opportunities year round. Their 

upcoming conference in Las Vegas is the world’s largest annual gathering for Autodesk software users.  

Cadac Group is an industry leader in Engineering Document Management & Control. The company’s 

software, Cadac Organice, is a comprehensive document management & control solution that decreases 

workflow inefficiencies for a variety of project-driven engineering industries. 

Elmendorp has created a class for project managers and document control managers in the oil and gas 

industry to educate them about the available methods to work collaboratively with Autodesk and 

Microsoft SharePoint software. Elmendorp said, “During the course, we will examine the challenges and 

best practices to effectively implement a comprehensive data management solution for capital projects.” 

The lecture, “Autodesk Vault Professional and Microsoft SharePoint for Engineering Collaboration,” 

will be given during the third day of the conference. The lecture addresses best practices for industry 

professionals in creating and managing their assets throughout a capital project, which refers specifically 

to any construction, renovation, improvement, fabrication, or customization project where capital costs 

are greater than or equal to US$25,000. It will also focus on explaining the major differences between 

document control and engineering data management. 
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Delcam Provides Free Hands-on Training for UK CADCAM Users 

1 December 2014 

 

Delcam has undertaken a series of six free hands-on training sessions for users of its PowerSHAPE Pro 

design and reverse engineering software and its PowerMILL and FeatureCAM CAM systems.  More 

than 160 users attended the sessions, which were all held in the Centrelink House conference venue at 

the company’s Birmingham headquarters. 

"Delcam has by far the largest development team in the CAM industry so we always have many new 

features to show at these events,” claimed Delcam Marketing Manager, Peter Dickin.  "We need to 

ensure that our customers are kept up to date with all the latest enhancements in their software so that 

they can maximise their productivity and profitability.” 

The training sessions followed the recent release of the 2015 versions of all three programs.  Each 

session focused on the latest enhancements that will help users to increase their productivity and shorten 

lead times. 

The main enhancement in the 2015 release of PowerSHAPE Pro is the Smart Feature Selector.  This 

option allows multiple similar features to be found and selected using either a specific value or a range 

of values.  Once the particular group has been selected, all the features within it can be edited 

simultaneously. 

This new functionality will speed the preparation of models for manufacturing significantly and so will 

be of great benefit to Delcam’s many customers in the toolmaking industry.  For example, one common 
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problem in product designs that are to be moulded or cast is that fillet sizes are set so small that they 

restrict the flow of material.  The Smart Feature Selector can be used to identify any fillets below the 

required radius and then all the fillets found can be increased to the desired minimum size 

simultaneously.  Full details, including video demonstrations, are on the Learning Zone –

 www.delcam.tv/ps2015 

The new release of PowerMILL, Delcam’s programming system for high-speed and five-axis 

machining, includes improvements to the Vortex high-efficiency area-clearance strategy, expanded 

collision checking to also cover near misses, and more efficient raster finishing. 

Vortex produces safe toolpaths with a much deeper cut by using a controlled engagement angle that 

maintains the optimum cutting conditions for the whole toolpath.  As a result, higher feed rates and 

material-removal rates are possible, making the cutting time shorter by as much as 70%.  Enhancements 

in PowerMILL 2015 will give even greater reductions in machining time with Vortex compared to 

conventional roughing.  Full details, including video demonstrations, are on the Learning Zone –

 www.delcam.tv/pm2015 

As well as including the latest developments in the Vortex strategy, the 2015 version of FeatureCAM 

incorporates a range of enhancements in three-axis milling, two-axis and five-axis drilling, turning and 

turn-mill, and wire EDM to make the software even more powerful and easier to use.  

Two additions have been made to provide support for a wider range of turning and turn-mill machine 

tools.  Firstly, support has been added for the use of travelling steady rests to give increased flexibility 

when turning very long parts.  Secondly, FeatureCAM 2015 has the ability to manage multiple part-

catchers on turn-mill equipment.  Full details, including video demonstrations, are on the Learning Zone 

–www.delcam.tv/fc2015 
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Delcam to Show latest Machining and Inspection Developments at JEC 

2 December 2014 

 

Delcam will be showing its latest developments for the machining and inspection of composites at the 

JEC exhibition to be held in Paris from 10th to 12th March, 2105.  These will include the latest releases 

of its PowerMILL machining software for high-speed and five-axis machining, including the 

PowerMILL Robot version for the programming of robots, and of the PowerINSPECT inspection 

software, plus a range of adaptive machining solutions to allow more accurate manufacture of composite 

components. 

PowerMILL is used by many composites manufacturers for the production of master models, moulds, 

jigs and fixtures, as well as for the trimming and drilling of components, both with machine tools and 

with robots.  The latest release offers a more complete solution for complex machining operations, 

including complete control of the position and orientation of the machine head during five-axis 

machining.  The program also includes a range of enhancements to existing functionality to enable both 

faster programming and faster machining, in particular with the Vortex high-efficiency area-clearance 

strategy.  

The latest release of PowerINSPECT has a new interface with new icons that make the software more 

intuitive and even easier to use.  Other enhancements in the new version include the ability to create 

http://www.delcam.tv/ps2015
http://www.delcam.tv/pm2015
http://www.delcam.tv/fc2015
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compound items, and so speed up and simplify repetitive measurements, enhancements to the 

measurement dialogs and a further increase in the range of geometric features that can be inspected. 

Delcam will also demonstrate new ways in which machining and inspection can be integrated to give 

adaptive machining.  One example of this integration is electronic fixturing.  With this technique, 

toolpaths are adjusted to match the actual position of the surface of the workpiece, rather than trying to 

align the part into exactly the nominal position specified in the CAM system.  It can overcome the 

problems caused when machining large, flexible composite panels. 

The first stage in this approach is to create a probing sequence in the inspection software, preferably 

using off-line programming so there is no interruption to the machine tool’s cutting time.  This sequence 

is used to collect a series of points from the workpiece, which can be used map the surface of the 

part.  Any mismatch can then be calculated between the nominal position used in the CAM system to 

generate the toolpaths and the actual position of the workpiece surface in relation to the machine-tool 

bed.  A modified set of toolpaths can then be created within the CAM system.  This approach can ensure 

that any pockets cut into the surface of a composite part will be in the correct positions.  Similarly, by 

using a map of the actual surface, the user can ensure that any holes and counter-bores are drilled to the 

correct depth, relative to that surface. 
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Pointwise Forum to Focus on Structured Hexahedral Grids 

2 December 20014 

 

Pointwise will host a Let's Talk Meshing interactive forum on techniques for creating structured 

hexahedral grids with Pointwise. The video will be available at 10 a.m. CST on 10 December and the 

question-and-answer session will begin at 10 a.m. the following day, 11 December. Let's Talk Meshing 

encourages discussion about various meshing topics through interactive forums, webinars, videos, and 

live events. 

The relative merits of hexahedral versus tetrahedral elements on cell-centered finite volume simulations 

will be discussed by Dr. John Rhoads, who made the meshes, with special attention given to the sources 

and mitigation of numerical diffusion. The basic motivation for using hexahedral cells will be explained 

and several topologies will be introduced that improve the resulting cell quality for realistic, irregularly 

shaped regions. Dr. Rhoads also will include tips for conceptualizing candidate topologies and explain 

several tools within Pointwise and some Glyph scripts designed to expedite the process of generating 

topologies in 2-D and 3-D. Pointwise Senior Engineer Travis Carrigan also will participate in the 

question-and-answer portion of the event. 

Individuals may go to www.pointwise.com/videos to participate. Links to download the scripts used in 

creating the mesh will be found in the synopsis of the video on YouTube when the forum begins. 

Those who want to submit questions can do so in three ways: 

 YouTube – Go to www.pointwise.com/videos at the start of the event to be directed to the video. 

Enter questions in the comments section. 

 Twitter – Use the #LetsTalkMeshing hashtag to participate in a live streaming conversation 

utilizing Twitter. 

 Email – Questions may be emailed to letstalk@pointwise.com. 

http://www.pointwise.com/videos/
http://www.pointwise.com/pointwise/staff.shtml#rhoads
http://www.pointwise.com/pointwise/staff.shtml
http://www.pointwise.com/videos/
http://www.pointwise.com/videos/
mailto:letstalk@pointwise.com
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PTC to Speak at the Barclays 2014 Global Technology Conference on Tuesday, December 9
th

, 2014 

2 December 2014 

 

PTC today announced that management will speak at the Barclays 2014 Global Technology Conference 

on Tuesday, December 9th, 2014 at 4:20pm ET.     

What: PTC to present at Barclays 2014 Global Technology Conference 

When: Tuesday, December 9th, 2014 at 4:20pm ET 

Webcast: www.ptc.com/for/investors.htm  

Replay: The audio replay of this event will be archived for public replay until 4:00pm ET on 

Friday, December 19th, 2014. To access the replay via webcast, please visit 

www.ptc.com/for/investors.htm.  
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Sefaira Pushes into the Next Frontier of Performance-Based Design by Enabling Powerful 

Collaboration 

1 December 2014 

 

Sefaira today announced that it will preview a new product for heating, ventilating and air conditioning 

(HVAC) design engineers and showcase two new tools for architects at this week's Autodesk University. 

With these innovations, Sefaira now enables unprecedented collaboration between architects and HVAC 

design engineers from the earliest stages of design -- for the first time bringing together performance 

analysis and BIM workflows across multiple members of the project team. This empowers each member 

of the design team to make informed decisions and improve building performance using robust real-time 

performance analysis. 

Sefaira, which is known in the market for continuous, rapid innovation in the area of performance-based 

design, has launched numerous exciting tools for architects since Autodesk University 2013, including 

daylighting analysis and visualization, real-time analysis within Autodesk Revit, customizable 

performance baselines, and the ability to simulate automated daylighting controls -- in addition to 

numerous improvements to existing features. 

Sefaira's newest product for HVAC engineers will be previewed at Autodesk University and launched 

early in 2015. It will provide real-time design analysis of mechanical systems and envelope options 

using the EnergyPlus engine -- providing robust results in record time. The application reads 

architectural models, eliminating the need for engineers to rebuild models from scratch, and enabling 

engineers to work proactively with architects to understand the impact of design changes and key 

mechanical system parameters. 

"Historically, early collaboration between architects and engineers has been hampered by technical 

http://www.ptc.com/for/investors.htm
http://www.ptc.com/for/investors.htm
http://ctt.marketwire.com/?release=1161996&id=5052697&type=1&url=http%3a%2f%2fau.autodesk.com%2f
http://ctt.marketwire.com/?release=1161996&id=5052700&type=1&url=http%3a%2f%2fsefaira.com%2fnews%2fsefaira-is-named-in-the-2014-global-cleantech-100%2f
http://ctt.marketwire.com/?release=1161996&id=5052703&type=1&url=http%3a%2f%2fsefaira.com%2fresources%2fdefine-your-own-baselines%2f
http://ctt.marketwire.com/?release=1161996&id=5052703&type=1&url=http%3a%2f%2fsefaira.com%2fresources%2fdefine-your-own-baselines%2f
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barriers. Engineers typically rebuild an architect's model from scratch before they are able to perform 

any analysis, making it time-consuming and costly for engineers to provide insight," said Andrew 

Corney, Product Director at Sefaira. "With Sefaira's newest application, architects and engineers will be 

able to use the same architectural models to get accurate, real-time feedback. This will speed up the flow 

of information between architects and engineers and enable the design team to explore more alternatives 

earlier in design, when it matters most." 

"The industry has been aiming for better collaboration and a more integrated design process for a long 

time," said Sefaira CEO Mads Jensen. "We are continuing to provide the tools that make it possible to 

collaborate on a design in real-time from the earliest stages of the design process -- when design 

decisions can have the biggest impact on building performance." 

In addition to the new product for engineers, Sefaira will also showcase two new tools for architects at 

Autodesk University. 

 Extended daylight visualization: Sefaira will launch, at Autodesk University, enhancements to 

our existing daylight analysis, which displays daylight performance across building floorplates. 

The new extensions increase the resolution of the analysis and enhance the visual presentation, 

enabling architects to create presentation-quality reports from architectural models. 

 Sefaira's Real-Time Analysis Plugin for Revit, which was launched in September, allows 

architects to make design decisions using real-time feedback on energy use and daylight 

generated directly from their architectural models. This adds value to the BIM workflow and 

empowers every design team to have substantive conversations around performance from the 

earliest stages of design. 
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Financial News 

ESI Group: Sales for the 3rd Quarter of 2014 

27 November 2014 

 

Continuation of the positive trend of the first half and confirmation of the full-year outlook 

 Strong sales in Licenses 

 Last effects of the refocus of the Services business 

 Growth of New Business and continued high rate of Repeat Business 

 Robust business in Europe and difficult environment in the BRIC countries 

 Impact of currency effects over nine months 

Alain de Rouvray, ESI Group’s Chairman and CEO, comments: “Third-quarter sales continue the trend 

observed during the first half. The Licenses activity showed further strong demand for our innovative 

solutions, while the Services reflect the refocus in favor of high value added projects. We are 

anticipating an amplification of the seasonal nature of sales in the fourth quarter due to the repositioning 

of some License contracts, and the improvement in Services during this period. Encouraged by the 

commercial momentum of the Licenses, ESI Group maintains its expectations of growth and 

improvement of profitability over the full year.” 

http://ctt.marketwire.com/?release=1161996&id=5052706&type=1&url=http%3a%2f%2fsefaira.com%2fnews%2fsefaira-appoints-new-product-director-to-expand-product-portfolio%2f
http://ctt.marketwire.com/?release=1161996&id=5052706&type=1&url=http%3a%2f%2fsefaira.com%2fnews%2fsefaira-appoints-new-product-director-to-expand-product-portfolio%2f
http://ctt.marketwire.com/?release=1161996&id=5052709&type=1&url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.archdaily.com%2f538040%2fsefaira-announces-real-time-daylight-visualisation-tool-for-autodesk-revit%2f
http://ctt.marketwire.com/?release=1161996&id=5052712&type=1&url=http%3a%2f%2farchrecord.construction.com%2fnews%2f2014%2f09%2f140925-sefaira-releases-energy-analysis-plug-in-for-revit.asp
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To view an unabridged version of this press release, visit: http://www.esi-

group.com/company/investors/news/sales-3rd-quarter-2014  
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Synopsys Posts Financial Results for Fourth Quarter and Fiscal Year 2014 

3 December 2014 

 

Q4 2014 Financial Highlights 

 Revenue: $539.0 million 

 GAAP earnings per share: $0.39 

 Non-GAAP earnings per share: $0.64 

 FY 2014 Financial Highlights 

 Revenue: $2.057 billion 

 GAAP earnings per share: $1.64 

 Non-GAAP earnings per share: $2.53 

 Cash flow from operations: $551 million 

 Ending cash balance: $985.8 million 

Synopsys, Inc. reported results for its fourth quarter and fiscal year 2014. 

For the fourth quarter of fiscal 2014, Synopsys reported revenue of $539.0 million, compared to $504.9 

million for the fourth quarter of fiscal 2013. Revenue for fiscal year 2014 was $2.057 billion, an increase 

of 4.9 percent from $1.962 billion in fiscal 2013. 

"Fiscal 2014 was a very good, very significant year for Synopsys," said Aart de Geus, chairman and co-

CEO of Synopsys. "We delivered solid financial results, and built a strong foundation for 2015. We 

released game-changing new products that will drive a multi-year upgrade cycle. And we broadened our 

total addressable market to include the higher-growth software quality, test and security space. We look 

forward to another year of solid financial execution and operational performance." 

To view an unabridged version of this press release, visit: http://news.synopsys.com/2014-12-03-

Synopsys-Posts-Financial-Results-for-Fourth-Quarter-and-Fiscal-Year-2014  
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Implementation Investments 

CIM DATABASE PLM: allsafe JUNGFALK Optimizes Product Development Process 

4 December 2014 

 

allsafe JUNGFALK, a specialist for load restraint systems, places its trust in CIM DATABASE PLM. 

http://www.esi-group.com/company/investors/news/sales-3rd-quarter-2014
http://www.esi-group.com/company/investors/news/sales-3rd-quarter-2014
http://news.synopsys.com/2014-12-03-Synopsys-Posts-Financial-Results-for-Fourth-Quarter-and-Fiscal-Year-2014
http://news.synopsys.com/2014-12-03-Synopsys-Posts-Financial-Results-for-Fourth-Quarter-and-Fiscal-Year-2014
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The mid-sized company uses CONTACT`s CAD data and document management solution, including 

ERP synchronization, and is planning further system enhancements relating to paperless production, 

classification and project management. 

allsafe JUNGFALK's objective is to establish a more consistent product creation process and simplify 

collaboration between development and production. In the long term, it is intended that all technical 

data, documents and workflows relating to the product portfolio be made available in CIM DATABASE 

PLM in a way that is audit-trail capable throughout the company. To do this, the company recently first 

put the CAD data and document management solution with an MS Office link, project-specific storage, 

extraction of BOMs and neutral formats, followed by integration with the ERP system abas, into 

operation. 

As the next step, allsafe JUNGFALK will implement the concept of paperless production. This will 

involve installing additional workstations in the production department to give employees direct access 

to all the information relating to a production order, such as CAD drawings for example. It is also 

intended that CIM DATABASE, as the basis for variant management, in the future also support 

classification and searches for frequently used parts based on article characteristics, as well as integrated 

project management. 

allsafe JUNGFALK relies on CONTACT Workspaces for CATIA data management, thus providing 

optimal support to the development team. "This was a priority when it came to choosing a system," says 

Jürgen Meister, the project manager responsible for rolling out a PLM system at the allsafe Group. 

"From a management perspective, however, a key decision criterion was above all the prospect of 

forward compatibility that CONTACT offers us with CIM DATABASE in a PLM environment," 

emphasizes Bernd Forster, CIO of the allsafe Group. 

allsafe JUNGFALK is an owner-managed company based in Engen, Germany that has already received 

numerous awards for its innovative products and as an employer. With its comprehensive product 

portfolio, the specialist for load restraint systems covers the diverse requirements of the aerospace, 

automotive and transport industries. In addition to lashing points, straps, lashing nets and shoring 

elements, allsafe JUNGFALK also develops track systems, including seat tracks for aircraft and motor 

vehicles. The group of companies has subsidiaries in Australia, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, Poland and 

Turkey, as well as a joint venture in Brazil. 
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Flow Science Announces new Consultancy Agreement with Minerva Dynamics 

4 December 2014 

 

Flow Science, Inc. has announced a new consultancy agreement with Minerva Dynamics to provide 

computational fluid dynamics (CFD) services in the maritime, hydraulic engineering and manufacturing 

sectors. 

Minerva Dynamics offers a UK-based resource to service the increasing need to simulate challenging 

free-surface flow problems, without the expense or technical constraints associated with scaled 
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experimental testing. Minerva specializes in the simulation of hydrodynamic design problems and has 

selected the industry-leading free-surface flow software, FLOW-3D, to assist them.  

“Our services are targeted towards engineers and scientists who require a deeper understanding of their 

problem and quantifiable forces, coefficients, and flow rates,” said Peter Arnold, Principal of Minerva 

Dynamics. 
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Leading Turkish Manufacturer Kardem Selects YuniquePLM V6 to Enhance Speed and Quality 

Across its Global Network 

2 December 2014 

 

Kardem, has selected YuniquePLM™ V6 to further its wholehearted commitment to creativity, quality, 

efficiency, and supply chain integration. Kardem works with the world’s foremost brands and offers 

comprehensive services to its clients; including design and development, sourcing, production, and 

quality assurance.  

Glengo Teknoloji, a longstanding partner with Gerber Technology, is involved in the implementation 

and support of YuniquePLM as well as its integration with Kardem’s existing SAP system. As a 

company that specializes in high-volume, time-sensitive goods, the adoption of YuniquePLM enables 

Kardem to achieve greater price and time efficiencies as it continues to grow and satisfy its impressive 

customer base.  

Founded in 1990, Kardem has grown to be one of Turkey’s 1,000 largest corporations. The company’s 

network of suppliers spans across many geographies including Spain, China, Egypt, India, Southeast 

Asia and the United States.  

Zeki Erdogan, general manager of Kardem said, “By constructing a global network of suppliers, we are 

able to satisfy the specific local and business needs of our clients and form a diversified group of 

experts. The need for a system that brings together all points within the supply chain together is 

absolutely essential.” Kerem Karabiber, IT and business development manager of Kardem, continued, 

“With YuniquePLM, the information flowing throughout our supply chain will be centralized to ensure 

both visibility and accountability. We look forward to taking Kardem to the next level with Yunique 

Solutions as our partner.”  

Bill Brewster, vice president and general manager of Yunique Solutions said, “We are thrilled to work 

with one of Turkey’s largest and most successful companies. With YuniquePLM V6, Kardem’s 

managers, designers, and suppliers will be able to make informed choices to ensure quality and 

distribution to the proper channels.”  
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Musashi - Japan Chooses SPRING Technologies’ NCSIMUL Machine for Simulating 5-Axis 

Machining Processes 

4 December 2014 

 

http://www.gerbertechnology.com/en-us/solutions/apparelretail/productlifecyclemanagement/yuniqueplmv6.aspx
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SPRING Technologies is pleased to announce that the engineering company Musashi, in Japan, has 

chosen to use NCSIMUL Machine software in its 5-axis operations. Before choosing NCSIMUL 

Machine, Musashi applied another NC simulation software package for the 5-axis machining process 

used to make turbine impellers. The operation took over 16 hours and the user interface froze frequently 

when rotating or zooming in on the 3D model during simulation. Musashi consequently set out to find a 

solution that would offer faster simulation, with smooth 3D model handling and easy settings.  

“We wanted to run the simulations on our 5-axis impeller machining process faster. We were looking 

for an easy-to-use application and automated simulation software,” said Mr. Baba, manager of the 

Development Department. 

At the time, Mr. Yagihashi, the president of Musashi, visited the Saeilo Japan booth at the JIMTOF 

2012 tradeshow, where he first heard about NCSIMUL Machine. 

“Our president visited many other booths to get an overview of the NC simulation products on the 

market. He asked to see NCSIMUL Machine, and was impressed by the great user-friendliness of 

NCSIMUL Machine interface.” said Baba.  

Comparing NCSIMUL Machine with other NC simulation systems   

Musashi benchmarked NCSIMUL Machine against rival NC simulation software, including their legacy 

system. 

They checked six key features: 

1. Machine / axis motion (machine simulation, collision check) 

2. NC program optimization (OptiPath®, auto-feed change) 

3. Comparison features (Auto-diff, incomplete cutting check)  

4. Multi-axis function  (multi-access) 

5. Tool setting (interface) 

6. Machine (original MC environment ) 

“We made a short list (five-grade evaluation) of four products including NCSIMUL Machine. 

NCSIMUL Machine received the highest grade for its G-code verification, NC simulation speed and G-

code optimization module (OPTITOOL®)” said Baba. 

NCSIMUL Machine got the best grades for user friendliness and overall evaluation, so Musashi chose it 

replace its existing verification and simulation software. 

“We confirmed that by using NCSIMUL Machine, we could simulate about three times faster than with 

traditional simulation software. Also, we could rotate the model during the simulation without freezing,” 

said Baba. 

Baba also highlights the CAM team’s surprise on discovering the NCSIMUL Machine high-speed 

simulation capabilities, especially for the 5-axis impeller machining process. 

“We were really satisfied that the total distance (over-travel) was improved by NCSIMUL Machine. 

Moreover, the issue of excess or incomplete cutting also improved. ” said Baba. 

When NCSIMUL Machine users were asked by Musashi’s for their feedback, they listed six major 

advantages: 

 Handling the 3D model smoothly while running NC simulation.  

 3D window and the program are interconnected, so we can identify collisions easily.  
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 Customized machine settings are possible.  

 Tool path visualization for each tool. 

 Check out G-code, machining area (limitation), and cycle time during the loading of NC data.  

 Support for repetition control. 

Musashi is fully satisfied with the support provided by Saeilo Japan 

Saeilo Japan, SPRING Technologies reseller, offers NCSIMUL Machine training sessions as well as 

call-center support. 

“If we have any problems, we contact Saeilo Japan right away by telephone or e-mail. The Saeilo 

support center gives us the answer quickly. If the topic is difficult to answer, Saeilo is able to directly 

contact the software developer, SPRING technologies. We are fully satisfied with their support and 

service.” 
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SoftInWay Inc confirms Weir Power & Industrial as AxSTREAM Software Customer 

4 December 2014 

 

SoftInWay Inc. is pleased to announce its new client – Weir Power & Industrial. Weir Power & 

Industrial, a division of The Weir Group, is headquartered in Scotland with locations on five continents. 

The company provides a wide range of engineering solutions and support services for the global power 

generation, oil & gas, and industrial sectors. Among the many offerings of Weir Power & Industrial are 

the design and manufacture of hydro turbines and industrial steam turbines. 

Weir Power & Industrial has placed an order to use SoftInWay’s flagship software, AxSTREAM, in 

order to perform the design, optimization and analysis of their axial steam turbines. SoftInWay experts 

will be fully training Weir engineers to use AxSTREAM so as to incorporate it into the design, analysis, 

and manufacturing process already in use at the company. 

AxSTREAM offers many capabilities relating to axial turbines, including: 

 Design, redesign, analysis, and optimization in a fully-integrated standardized interface 

 Preliminary flow path design, sizing, visualization, and analysis. 

 Embedded tools for express 3D analysis 

 Various other capabilities necessary for successful design. 

SoftInWay is looking forward to aiding Weir in their development of innovative and optimal 

turbomachinery. “We are very pleased to be working with Weir and believe that this is the beginning of 

a long and productive relationship” said Leonid Moroz, SoftInWay CEO. “We hope that Weir, and other 

turbomachinery producers, will continue to take advantage of our unique products and services for any 

endeavor it faces in the future.” 
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Takenaka Adopts GRAPHISOFT BIMx for Mobile Access to BIM Projects 

3 December 2014 

 

GRAPHISOFT® announced today that a large-scale purchase agreement has been finalized between 

GRAPHISOFT and Takenaka Corporation.  The agreement will equip thousands of Takenaka field 

technicians with GRAPHISOFT BIMx Docs. 

Takenaka Corporation will adopt BIMx to make the award-winning BIM project presentation app 

available to thousands of field technicians, further ensuring on-site construction quality and management 

efficiency. Development of "Takenaka Smart Work" will improve productivity and communications by 

revolutionizing workflows through the use of iPads and mobile devices.  As a result of this agreement, 

Takenaka will be authorized to install and use GRAPHISOFT BIMx Docs on all Takenaka-owned tablet 

computers in Japan.  With this agreement, Takenaka Corporation hopes to further develop the use of 

BIM in the field of design and construction. 

"We adopted BIMx Docs as a tool to facilitate communication with models, as well as for reviewing 

models in conjunction with drawing smoothly in a mobile environment.  We would like to promote the 

transformation of our work style by spreading the use of BIM models in various scenarios," said Kozo 

Nose, Senior Manager of ICT, Design Planning, Design Department, Takenaka Corporation. 

"Takenaka's decision indicates that BIMx is on the way to becoming the mobile software of choice for 

the construction industry in Japan.  We share a common vision: bringing BIM data to construction 

sites," said Bence Kovacs, Vice President of Asia, GRAPHISOFT. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Leading Turkish Manufacturer Kardem Selects YuniquePLM V6 to Enhance Speed and Quality 

Across its Global Network 

2 December 2014 

 

Kardem, has selected YuniquePLM™ V6 to further its wholehearted commitment to creativity, quality, 

efficiency, and supply chain integration. Kardem works with the world’s foremost brands and offers 

comprehensive services to its clients; including design and development, sourcing, production, and 

quality assurance.  

Glengo Teknoloji, a longstanding partner with Gerber Technology, is involved in the implementation 

and support of YuniquePLM as well as its integration with Kardem’s existing SAP system. As a 

company that specializes in high-volume, time-sensitive goods, the adoption of YuniquePLM enables 

Kardem to achieve greater price and time efficiencies as it continues to grow and satisfy its impressive 

customer base.  

Founded in 1990, Kardem has grown to be one of Turkey’s 1,000 largest corporations. The company’s 

network of suppliers spans across many geographies including Spain, China, Egypt, India, Southeast 

Asia and the United States.  

Zeki Erdogan, general manager of Kardem said, “By constructing a global network of suppliers, we are 

able to satisfy the specific local and business needs of our clients and form a diversified group of 

experts. The need for a system that brings together all points within the supply chain together is 

http://www.graphisoft.com/bimx/
http://www.gerbertechnology.com/en-us/solutions/apparelretail/productlifecyclemanagement/yuniqueplmv6.aspx
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absolutely essential.” Kerem Karabiber, IT and business development manager of Kardem, continued, 

“With YuniquePLM, the information flowing throughout our supply chain will be centralized to ensure 

both visibility and accountability. We look forward to taking Kardem to the next level with Yunique 

Solutions as our partner.”  

Bill Brewster, vice president and general manager of Yunique Solutions said, “We are thrilled to work 

with one of Turkey’s largest and most successful companies. With YuniquePLM V6, Kardem’s 

managers, designers, and suppliers will be able to make informed choices to ensure quality and 

distribution to the proper channels.”  

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Product News 
 

AMC Bridge Releases New Version of iProperties Import Tool ™ plug-in for Autodesk® Inventor® 

2014 

3 December 2014 

 

AMC Bridge has released the iProperties Import Tool 2.1 plug-in for Autodesk Inventor 2014. The new 

version supports SolidWorks 2015. iProperties Import Tool is a real timesaver when it comes to 

converting SolidWorks CAD files to Inventor. 

Custom and configuration-specific document properties in SolidWorks models carry critical design data. 

That’s why it’s important for users migrating from SolidWorks to Autodesk Inventor to preserve these 

properties when converting models from one system to another, in addition to recreating the geometry. 

Currently, there is no automated way to transfer document properties from SolidWorks models to 

Autodesk Inventor models. 

iProperties Import Tool is a real timesaver when it comes to converting SolidWorks CAD files to 

Inventor. The tool provides configurable translation rules to map SolidWorks properties to 

corresponding Inventor iProperties. It also offers the option of importing SolidWorks geometry into a 

current Inventor file. The result is a simple one-click conversion process. 

The tool does not require an installed SolidWorks application in order to process SolidWorks files. 

Key features: 

 Population of all tabs on iProperties dialog; 

 Import of the configuration-specific properties with the capability to specify which element of 

the existing Inventor iPart/iAssembly should be used as a target model to import the SolidWorks 

properties; 

 Mapping of properties from SolidWorks to Inventor via an external configuration file, which 

provides rules on how SolidWorks properties should map to Inventor iProperty; 

 Ability to edit fields specifying the property import destination, as well as field names and 

values; 

 Ability to exclude a specific property or group of properties; 

 Summary report of properties to be edited/added; 

http://amcbridge.com/?q=iPropertiesImportTool
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 Ability to quickly import SolidWorks Part/Assembly geometry into Inventor iPart/iAssembly file 

The new release offers a number of key enhancements, including: 

 Support of SolidWorks 2015; 

 Additional improvements based on input from the user community. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

AMC Bridge Releases PLM360-for-SW™ 

4 December 2014 

 

AMC Bridge has released PLM360-for-SW™, an innovative add-in that enables the exchange of model 

information between SolidWorks users and the cloud-based Autodesk® PLM 360 system. 

The add-in manages the Items and BOMs workspace of PLM360, enabling users to utilize the 

collaborative and distributed features of Autodesk® PLM 360. Users can create an item in the 

workspace for each model component, extract the BOM structure from the assembly hierarchy and add 

it to PLM 360, and modify data in accordance with user permissions. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Autodesk PLM 360 Helps Power the Companies behind the “Internet of Things” 

 December 2014 

 

Autodesk, Inc. announced that Autodesk® PLM 360 is enjoying strong uptake among companies 

creating the network-connected devices that are powering the Internet of Things (IoT). 

By using PLM 360, these customers are able to more efficiently design and manufacture a wide range of 

innovative devices that blur the line between hardware and software—everything from motorcycle 

helmets with integrated navigation systems, to a device that empowers drivers with knowledge about 

themselves and their cars so they can be safer and drive smarter. 

“Companies in this fast-developing area are defining and creating the IoT,” said Brian Roepke, director 

of Product Lifecycle Management products at Autodesk. “At the pace they move, these companies rely 

heavily on cloud-based technology because they’re the only services that allow them to innovate 

quickly.” 

Unlike traditional PLM systems, PLM 360 is designed to be simple, affordable, and accessible. There is 

no hardware to install or lengthy deployment to manage: customers sign up for a subscription and 

configure the system using drag-and-drop functionality to create a powerful PLM system that fits their 

needs. 

This centralized workspace enables customers to better tackle the challenges that every product 

development organization faces when bringing innovative new products to the market: everything from 

managing Bills of Material, Change Management, and Supplier Collaboration to handling issues around 

Quality and Compliance. 

Three new IoT companies recently selected Autodesk PLM 360 and plan to use the service to spur 

http://amcbridge.com/?q=PLM360-for-SW
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.autodesk.com%2Fpr-autodesk&esheet=50994289&newsitemid=20141204005005&lan=en-US&anchor=Autodesk%2C+Inc.&index=1&md5=47a493f009c79eeb5d47b245e5fc2679
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.autodeskplm360.com%2F&esheet=50994289&newsitemid=20141204005005&lan=en-US&anchor=Autodesk%C2%AE+PLM+360&index=2&md5=9e452e021301a3c75633e10e7db4777f
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FInternet_of_Things&esheet=50994289&newsitemid=20141204005005&lan=en-US&anchor=Internet+of+Things&index=3&md5=7f4b18d2395c3c8bb54549d83ec7675d
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.autodeskplm360.com%2Fpricing-model.html&esheet=50994289&newsitemid=20141204005005&lan=en-US&anchor=subscription&index=4&md5=c4c9207a14ce8bd379cf1f47a68776ad
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productivity within their companies: 

 SKULLY: Pioneers of intelligent vehicle systems technology for the transportation industry, 

SKULLY’s human-centered approach to engineering has led to SKULLY AR-1, the first 

vertically integrated smart Heads Up Display (HUD) motorcycle helmet for consumers. 

SKULLY’s Synapse™ connected technology platform enhances awareness for its users by 

linking advanced optics to an intelligent network of cameras, sensors and microprocessors. 

 Automatic: An automotive accessory that turns almost any car into a connected car. By pairing 

Automatic’s award-winning connected car adapter and apps for iPhone, Android, and web, users 

are able to enhance their driving experience with a host of connected services on the Automatic 

platform. Automatic helps customers drive safer and smarter with applications that diagnose 

engine trouble, detect accidents and send emergency response, and help customers save money. 

 Gimbal, Inc.: This Qualcomm spinoff connects brands, venues, events and retailers with their 

customers in new ways by providing leading-edge mobile technologies and solutions. With 

advanced geofencing (a program that uses the global positioning system (GPS) or radio 

frequency identification (RFID) to define geographical boundaries), the world's largest 

deployment of industry-leading Bluetooth Smart beacons, location-based engagement, analytics, 

unmatched security features and privacy controls, the Gimbal platform helps drive mobile app 

engagement and loyalty. 

 Spark 3D Printing Platform: Autodesk developers in San Francisco and London are using PLM 

360 to improve Spark development processes and speed workflows. Spark is an open, free and 

complete platform for 3D printing that will connect digital information to 3D printers in new 

ways. The Spark platform will provide the building blocks that product designers, hardware 

manufacturers, software developers and material scientists can use to push the boundaries of 3D 

printing and create a more seamless and reliable 3D printing experience for everyone. 

“The rise of the IoT is creating an exciting new era of product innovation,” said Roepke. “We think the 

appeal of a cloud-based offering like PLM 360 will only continue to grow as these companies bring the 

next generation of connected products to market.” 
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Autodesk Reinvents Teamwork in the Cloud 

2 December 2014 

 

Autodesk, Inc. cloud-based tools like A360 and Fusion 360 empower designers and engineers to work in 

whole new ways and are reinventing the modern design and collaboration experience. At Autodesk 

University, the company announced that A360 Team will be available globally later this month. 

Yesterday’s means of collaboration are failing designers and engineers who require an entirely different 

scale of working together and sharing information. Enormous 3D model file sizes, data with a very high 

level of fidelity and precision and 3D visualization are just a few of Autodesk customers’ requirements. 

Reliance on email and traditional project management tools results in clunky workarounds and lost 

productivity. 

Understanding the unique needs of designers and engineers, Autodesk pioneered A360—the first cloud 

collaboration tool geared for design and engineering projects. A360 Team is a modern tool for working 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.skullysystems.com%2F&esheet=50994289&newsitemid=20141204005005&lan=en-US&anchor=SKULLY&index=5&md5=e1cec63d14ec225b929f3e2068d2c03b
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.skullysystems.com%2F&esheet=50994289&newsitemid=20141204005005&lan=en-US&anchor=SKULLY&index=6&md5=db874d10fe0e0517d6fe5798f7dacd02
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.automatic.com%2F&esheet=50994289&newsitemid=20141204005005&lan=en-US&anchor=Automatic&index=7&md5=77162c15a96d6e4b21345a6750948364
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gimbal.com%2F&esheet=50994289&newsitemid=20141204005005&lan=en-US&anchor=Gimbal%2C+Inc.&index=8&md5=a9b5601186f346656639b530e7d0e3d4
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fspark.autodesk.com%2F&esheet=50994289&newsitemid=20141204005005&lan=en-US&anchor=Spark+3D+Printing+Platform&index=9&md5=585dc6dde74f8c4975a9a3f4afd02d84
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.autodesk.com%2Fpr-autodesk&esheet=50994281&newsitemid=20141202005296&lan=en-US&anchor=Autodesk%2C+Inc.&index=1&md5=3577be0943f17241175df2c0f2a2e972
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fautodesk360.com%2F&esheet=50994281&newsitemid=20141202005296&lan=en-US&anchor=A360&index=2&md5=bf00bdb051c74c4c63f60c4155623dad
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Ffusion360.autodesk.com%2Fabout&esheet=50994281&newsitemid=20141202005296&lan=en-US&anchor=Fusion+360&index=3&md5=b87855149b30e86b415e6b2629181fc9
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together that breaks down silos, brings teams together across time and space, and enables data 

management to recede into the background and essentially be invisible to the people using it. 

“The reality is that all projects — no matter what you are designing and making — are done in teams,” 

said Amar Hanspal, senior vice president of Information Modeling and Platform Products at Autodesk. 

“Nobody works on design projects in isolation. A360 easily connects project team members working 

together so naturally they don’t even have to think about it—it just happens.” 

Connecting Projects, People, and Data 

The future of working together with A360 is based on three guiding principles: 

 Simplicity: A360 removes the complexity of setting up teams, managing and working together 

on design and engineering projects. Team members can concentrate on core activities and not get 

caught up trying to understand different file formats, versions, and locations. Teams also have 

the confidence of having access to the right information, in the right format, at the right time. 

 Invisibility: When teams are working together on projects, they need to focus on the task at 

hand. A360 removes distractions by ensuring tedious tasks like version control “just happen.” It 

eliminates the constant frustration of moving between different tools, newsfeeds, platforms, 

screens, etc. — the collaboration experience becomes invisible within the tools you use day-to-

day. 

 Integrated Platform: A360 also serves as an extensible collaboration platform for third parties 

to build integrated applications on top of as Autodesk has done with Fusion 360. Its APIs allow 

developers to seamlessly integrate a user’s context and role into a project. A360 puts the project, 

whether it’s one component of a large assembly or a sleek consumer product, at the center of it 

all to keep team members, clients and other stakeholders informed and involved throughout the 

entire design and fabrication process. 

Form, Function, Fabricate: The Project is at the Center 

Fusion 360–a cloud-based 3D CAD/CAM tool for product development--was the first Autodesk product 

to incorporate A360. Since its inception, Fusion 360 has included modern A360 collaboration 

capabilities that serve as a single space for people to work together. 

In this modern way of working, traditional data management is no longer required. With Fusion 360, 

teams know they have the latest designs and the ability to roll back as needed, and sharing designs with 

key stakeholders is simple and intuitive. A breakthrough with this approach is that designers now have 

the ability to branch iterations of their work and merge it back in later if needed. This gives designers the 

ultimate flexibility, and was never possible with historical approaches to data management. 

Reinventing Teamwork in the Cloud 

A360 Team, which became commercially available in North America in September, already counts 

more than 60,000 users among the manufacturing and engineering industries. 

“A360 has been a really accessible tool for us. Team members that were previously not involved in 

design are now coming on board and beginning to contribute to existing projects, taking on new 

initiatives and expanding our entire team’s skill set,” said Calvin Domenico III, president of DGF 

Technologies, a Massachusetts based consulting company who provides engineering services in a 

diverse range of specialties. “In addition, having an integrated CAD/CAM package with Fusion 360 that 

actually works well allows us to operate on a single platform and move quickly. And that's exactly what 

we need to be doing.” 
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A360 Team offers viewing for more than 100 2D and 3D design file formats within a Web browser 

without downloads or plug-ins. Its advanced search goes far beyond text search and lets users easily 

locate components embedded within models, assemblies and designs. 

Meanwhile, the A360 mobile app enables users to view large 3D and 2D models, easily track what's 

happening on their project, and collaborate with other members of their team—virtually any data, 

anytime, anywhere, from any device. 
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CNC Software Unveils Mastercam X8 

3 December 2014 

 

CNC Software announces the release of Mastercam X8. Mastercam X8 brings a new suite of 

programming tools focused on delivering speed, automation, and efficiency for all machining jobs. 

Mastercam X8 introduces new Solids features, UI improvements, Usability/Workflow improvements, 

and so much more. 

Dynamic Motion Technology 
Mastercam's Dynamic Motion technology is a new and exciting approach to creating toolpaths. 

Dynamic Motion follows a proprietary and sophisticated set of rules that take into consideration a broad 

data set. To create the most efficient cutting motion possible, Dynamic toolpaths calculate not only the 

area where metal will be removed; they also take into account the changing condition of the material 

throughout various stages of machining. 

Solids Improvements 
The Solids interface and workflow has been completely redone for Mastercam X8 and makes 

constructing and editing solids easier and more intuitive than it’s ever been. Every existing Solids 

function has been updated to reflect this new workflow. Along with the new interface, there are new 

features such as Live Preview, Hands-on Drag Controls, and Direct Editing has been improved to make 

the process of model preparation easier. 

Usability & Workflow 
Mastercam X8 delivers improved usability and the ability to customize the way you work. Panels can 

now be automatically hidden, docked to either side of the window, or undocked and placed outside of 

Mastercam. The graphics display has been upgraded to provide cleaner aesthetics, and clearer, more 

responsive selection while delivering a much improved overall look and feel. In addition, new icons 

provide a consistent color palette that is modern, clean, and colorblind friendly. 

More powerful tools in Mastercam X8 include: 

 2D High Speed Toolpaths have been greatly improved. 

 Mill-Turn includes the ability to define and select reference positions for the approach and retract 

moves in operations. 

 Multiaxis Roughing is a new strategy which allows for the easy creation of multiaxis pocketing 

toolpaths to rough out pockets based on a floor or ceiling shape. 

 Lathe toolpaths can now be included in stock model operations, which can be used for 
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subsequent milling operations. 

 The new Contour Roughing toolpath is designed to take passes parallel to chained geometry. 
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Eagle Point Software Expands Pinnacle Series Resources into BIM Solutions and Transportation 

2 December 2014 

 

Eagle Point Software Corporation announced the expansion of content in Pinnacle Series. 

Pinnacle Series subscribers who use the cloud version can now access: 

 Workflows for BIM Implementation 

 Workflows for BIM 360™ Glue® 

 Workflows for Autodesk® Vehicle Tracking 

 An additional 50+ Cheat Sheets for AutoCAD® Civil 3D® 

Eagle Point Software is exhibiting at Autodesk University from December 2-4, 2014 in Las Vegas, NV. 

To see a live demonstration of these resources, plus many more, visit with us at booth 162. 

"As organizations continue to adopt and expand BIM into their design workflows, Eagle Point strives to 

provide comprehensive workflows, videos and support through the Pinnacle Series that connect people 

to answers in this dynamic and collaborative environment," explains Luis Rojas, Director of AEC - 

Content and Services at Eagle Point Software. "Our subscribers can now access tools that will enable 

them to create better BIM Execution Plans with detailed BIM Use workflows, take advantage of the 

Autodesk cloud technology with BIM 360 Glue clash detection and visualization, and enhance 

transportation projects with vehicle path analysis in Autodesk Vehicle Tracking." 

BIM 360 Glue provides a cloud-based solution for sharing project model information, performing 

coordination tasks, and clash detection. Project team members from different organizations can upload 

models from Autodesk Revit, AutoCAD, or AutoCAD Civil 3D using Autodesk add-on tools for BIM 

360 Glue. Users of BIM 360 Glue can then merge their models with other discipline models, perform 

clash tests, create measurements and markups, and resolve clashes in the authoring software using the 

add-on tools. The BIM 360 Glue workflows in Pinnacle Series give an introduction to the User Interface 

and tools for the desktop and iPad applications, as well as provide a standard workflow for project 

model coordination. These workflows can be used out-of-the-box or customized per the user's needs. 

Autodesk Vehicle Tracking software provides intuitive tools along with industry standard libraries to 

analyze vehicle paths, layout parking lots, and design & grade roundabouts. Eagle Point's Pinnacle 

Series content includes 3 workflows, a recorded training session for each workflow, and 19 How-to 

videos. This content was developed to help new users get started in Vehicle Tracking by learning the 

capabilities of the software and teaching them the common workflows used for core design and analysis 

features. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

http://www.eaglepoint.com/
http://www.eaglepoint.com/products/pinnacleseries/psbe.html


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 44 

GRANTA MI Version 8 with new MI:Explore Web App Extends the Reach of Corporate Materials 

Knowledge 

4 December 2014 

 

Granta Design today announced GRANTA MI™ Version 8, the latest release of their flagship materials 

information management software. A standout feature is MI:Explore, an innovative new web application 

(app), that gives diverse user groups fast access to the data they need. In addition, database 

implementation and management have been made significantly faster and easier, with enhancements 

including Next Generation Access Control, which supports the most complex of security requirements. 

The new release will enable corporate materials knowledge to be applied by more people, across more 

locations, in support of more initiatives than ever before. 

The new MI:Explore web app is an intuitive graphical interface through which users can interact 

instantly with materials information, with no training required. The app can be configured to present 

specific user groups with a tailored experience, exposing only the data and tools that they need. In 

addition, a new Web Platform Development Kit enables companies to build their own web applications 

on top of Granta’s robust data management platform. 

Core system updates make GRANTA MI more powerful than ever, particularly in serving the needs of 

materials engineering teams. New smart template technology cuts the time required to configure 

reliable, error-proof data import templates from hours to minutes. Next Generation Access Control 

reflects the dynamic nature of materials data access throughout the product lifecycle, and makes it easier 

to manage the myriad permissions and authorizations required as data flows through the system. 

GRANTA MI Version 8 can also be integrated easily with existing company authorization systems (e.g. 

Kerberos). 

Making use of the functionality offered by MI:Explore, the new MI:Industrial Design Package provides 

a unique set of tools for design-led companies, both inspiring product designers with highly visual 

access to relevant materials information and ensuring consistency of materials choices. Designers can 

browse a company’s preferred list of materials using design-relevant criteria such as color or texture, 

confident that their material choices are aligned with engineering possibilities. 

Support for simulation and product development is also improved through further integration with CAD, 

CAE, and PLM solutions. MI:Materials Gateway for HyperMesh™ is the latest addition to 

the MI:Materials Gateway range, offering access to controlled materials data directly within Altair’s 

leading CAE pre-processor. MI:Materials Gateway applications exist for many leading engineering 

software solutions – PTC’s Windchill PLM system was another recent addition to this list. 

The new Version 8 release also includes all recent updates to the database structures and materials 

reference data available with GRANTA MI. The new Restricted Substances Database Template builds 

on the advice of the EMIT Consortium’s leading aerospace members, creating a proven system for 

managing the risks associated with restricted substances. The GRANTA MI data library includes 

updates from leading providers of metals and plastics data, plus the latest version of 

Granta’s MaterialUniverse — engineering, economic, and environmental property profiles for the full 

range of engineering materials. 

“Materials knowledge is a powerful asset, and we want to maximize our customers’ ability to use this 

information to their advantage,” commented Dan Williams, Product Manager at Granta Design. “With 

GRANTA MI Version 8, we’ve made it easier to put materials knowledge to use, by making it more 

accessible, usable, and meaningful to more people than ever before”. 

http://www.grantadesign.com/products/mi/whatsnew.htm
http://www.grantadesign.com/products/mi/explore.htm
http://www.grantadesign.com/products/mi/server.htm#enterprise
http://www.grantadesign.com/products/mi/integration.htm
http://www.grantadesign.com/products/mi/toolbox.htm#template
http://www.grantadesign.com/products/mi/ind-des.htm
http://www.grantadesign.com/products/mi/hypermesh/
http://www.grantadesign.com/products/mi/gateway.htm
http://www.grantadesign.com/products/mi/restricted/index.htm
http://www.grantadesign.com/news/2015/Data.shtml
http://www.grantadesign.com/products/data/materialuniverse.htm
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Granta Updates Metals and Plastics Data from Leading Reference Data Sources 

26 November 2014 

 

Granta Design announced the release of six upgraded materials reference data modules, each providing 

property data and related information from leading data sources for metals (MI-21, StahlDat SX, and 

NIMS) or plastics (Prospector® Plastics, CAMPUS®, and M-Base). 

Engineers need reliable, reference data to perform key materials-related tasks including selecting 

materials, substitution and equivalency studies, simulation, certification, and specifying specific grades 

in design. Granta software products provide access to a regularly-updated, comprehensive library of this 

and other materials reference information all in one place, supporting these applications, saving time, 

and ensuring use of the best, up-to-date data. 

Granta also links materials information together into a truly integrated resource, using its unique 

MaterialUniverse™ data module as a ‘hub’. MaterialUniverse is a catalogue of nearly 4,000 generic 

materials types, covering the full range of engineering materials and their properties. It can act as an 

‘index’, with users finding a material type of interest, then following hyperlinks to detailed data on 

specific metal or plastics grades in more specialist data modules. This linking has been refined and 

extended for the key metals and plastics resources in this release. 

Metals data modules 

MI-21 comprises data collections from the World Metals Index and The Welding Institute (TWI). It 

covers metals specifications from standards, trade literature, and datasheets, and data on joining and 

surface treatment consumables. The latest version increases its coverage to around 63,000 materials and 

consumables. Enhancements include a new, easier way to search and report on the available forms for 

specifications of interest. 

The Stahldat SX data module has also been updated to ensure it contains the complete and up-to-date 

Register of European Steels, with specification data and temperature-dependent material properties. The 

latest version also includes a new table of hardenability properties. 

The National Institute of Materials Science (NIMS) in Japan offers over 40 years of creep and fatigue 

data at a range of temperatures for metals used in pipework and vessels in power stations and 

petrochemical plants. The latest update includes significantly revised creep data. 

Plastics data modules 

The Prospector Plastics module (formerly IDES) from UL puts thousands of plastic material 

specification sheets at your fingertips. The update includes the latest data, including a new section 

distinguishing cured and uncured properties. 

The CAMPUS database features high quality, highly comparable plastics data thanks to measurement 

according to strict use of consistent ISO standards. The new version includes all the latest data updates, 

including approximately 10% increased coverage of polymer grades. This module is also available 

with M-Base Plastics, which adds over 30,000 records covering commodity plastics and biopolymers 

and a unique database of applications. 

 

http://www.grantadesign.com/products/data/materialuniverse.htm
http://www.grantadesign.com/products/data/mi-21.htm
http://www.grantadesign.com/products/data/stahldat.htm
http://www.grantadesign.com/products/data/nims.htm
http://www.grantadesign.com/products/data/ul.htm
http://www.grantadesign.com/products/data/campus.htm
http://www.grantadesign.com/products/data/mbase.htm
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IMAGINiT Technologies Releases New Version of IMAGINiT Clarity  

2 December 2014 

 

Rand Worldwide today announced that its IMAGINiT Technologies division has released key new 

features that provide more power, flexibility and enhance BIM coordinators’ abilities to monitor projects 

with IMAGINiT Clarity, IMAGINiT Clarity Connect and IMAGINiT Clarity Connect LT. 

“By connecting with our customers across North America, we’ve been able to evolve the feature set of 

the Clarity suite of software products to meet the business needs of architects, designers and engineers,” 

says Tim Johnson, senior vice president, IMAGINiT Technologies. “With new tools and workflows that 

automate manual tasks, BIM coordinators can now increase their productivity and improve the 

experience for the entire BIM team.” 

The IMAGINiT Clarity family of products can save project teams hundreds of hours by automating 

necessary but time-consuming tasks like printing PDFs, exporting data exchanging files or creating data 

sheets. Built for the Autodesk Revit and Autodesk Revit Server platforms, IMAGINiT Clarity leverages 

information contained in Revit models allowing firms to deliver projects faster and communicate more 

effectively. 

Latest Enhancements to IMAGINiT Clarity 

  More Power, Flexibility and Awareness for Coordinators. Withmore options for view cleanup, 

tools for understanding task failures, multiple datasheet templates and email alerts for changes, 

the 2015.1 release of IMAGINiT Clarity provides more information to project coordinators about 

issues with model workflows such as what release of Revit the model is or issues with Revit 

Server. 

 Deeper Administrative Controls. New tools allow administrators to assign projects to specific 

groups, add assignments and permissions. For those using IMAGINiT Clarity Connect we offer 

folder-level permission settings. 

 Richer User Experience. Integration with Autodesk 360 Viewer allows non-Revit team members 

to view information in 3D, jump to specific rooms or views and jump from the 3D View to 

equipment data sheets. Providing more context and ability to visualize the space and design for 

non-Revit users. 

Live Demonstrations 

Product developers and IMAGINiT industry experts will provide demonstrations of the entire 

IMAGINiT Clarity line-up of software products at the Autodesk University (AU) IMAGINiT booth 

(#170). 

For those not attending AU, IMAGINiT experts will host a free 60 minute webcast on December 9 at 12 

PM (Eastern) to highlight the new features in the suite of IMAGINiT Clarity products. Attendance is 

free, but advanced registration is required. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

http://www.rand.com/
http://www.imaginit.com/
http://www.imaginit.com/clarity
http://www.imaginit.com/software-solutions/building-architecture/imaginit-clarity-connect
http://www.imaginit.com/software/autodesk-products/revit
http://knowledge.autodesk.com/support/revit-products/learn-explore/caas/CloudHelp/cloudhelp/2015/ENU/Revit-Server/files/GUID-4DE9A327-583E-40DA-81EB-1150D60E6887-htm.html
http://autodesk-revit.blogspot.com/2014/05/bim-360-info-autodesk-360-viewer.html?_sm_au_=iVV49St5fR8Pn8TH
http://au.autodesk.com/
http://www.imaginit.com/Events/Registration/eventid/a2w700000003A4xAAE
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Intergraph® Releases CADWorx® 2015 with New Capabilities and Performance Enhancements 

4 December 2014 

 

Intergraph
®
 has released CADWorx

®
 2015, the next-generation AutoCAD

®
-based software solution for 

plant design and automation that has enhancements to CADWorx Design Review that allow the 

generation of .ifv files for viewing and sharing CADWorx design models on the Apple iPad using the 

free Intergraph FreeView
®
 app. 

Intergraph CADWorx, an intelligent 2D and 3D plant design system, provides ease of use, flexibility, 

scalability and interconnectivity. The software offers piping and instrumentation diagram (P&ID) 

synchronization with the model plus intelligent modeling and automatic production of design 

deliverables such as isometric drawings and bills of material, enhancing organizational productivity 

throughout the engineering and design process. 

Other CADWorx 2015 features include capabilities for routing of mitered elbows, skewed pipe design 

and male and female needle valves; custom field default values for models; new tables in the 

specification editor; and a new, more user-friendly ISOGEN
®
 interface. For a complete list of 

CADWorx 2015 enhancements, visit www.intergraph.com/cadworx2015/enhancements. 

Patrick Holcomb, Intergraph Process, Power & Marine's executive vice president of global business 

development and marketing, said, "CADWorx is a complete solution that provides full intelligence and 

automation plus full integration with analysis solutions, capabilities that deliver significant productivity 

benefits to the organization. Its ability to deliver fast implementation and project turnaround saves time, 

material and expenses – major reasons it has been so successful among plant designers and engineers." 

"Even though CADWorx is an AutoCAD-based plant design solution, users still have access to industry 

standard solutions such as ISOGEN, for isometric creation, and OrthoGEN, for the creation of 

automated plans, sections and elevations – just as they do with higher-end solutions," said Rick Allen, 

president of Intergraph CADWorx & Analysis Solutions (ICAS) and executive vice president of 

Intergraph Process, Power & Marine. "This means that small to midcap projects can still quickly deliver 

the quality of output that clients have always required, regardless of project size and complexity." 

Intergraph CADWorx & Analysis Solutions products allow design and engineering to share relevant 

information seamlessly, thereby maintaining accuracy and improving efficiency. These include 

CADWorx Plant Design Suite, for AutoCAD
®
-based intelligent plant design modeling, process 

schematics and automatic production of plant design deliverables; CADWorx DraftPro
®
, a free solution 

for intelligent 2D design and layout; CAESAR II
®

, the world's most widely used pipe stress analysis 

software; PV Elite
®
, for vessel and exchanger design and analysis; TANK

™
, for the design and analysis 

of oil storage tanks; and GT STRUDL
®
, one of the most trusted, adaptable and fully-integrated 

structural analysis solutions in the world. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Mentor Graphics Launches FloEFD Product with Sliding Mesh, Water Film and Enhanced 

Radiation Capabilities 

1 December 2014 

 

Mentor Graphics Corporation today announced the latest release of its award-winning FloEFD™ 

http://www.coade.com/products/cadworx-plant/Detailed%20Enhancement%20List
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upfront and concurrent computational fluid dynamics (CFD) product. This new release provides 

advanced capabilities and functionality which enables designers and analysts to create more realistic 

operating environments and models for improved simulation accuracy.  New features include a sliding 

mesh model for rotating equipment such as pumps, fans, and blowers; water film simulation to calculate 

surface condensation and icing film thickness; together with radiation and lighting enhancements. These 

new capabilities support automotive industry initiatives for developing state of the art lighting products 

as well as enabling manufacturers to design better pumps, fans and blowers. 

“I am pleased to let you know that Tamturbo Oy Ltd. has been successfully using FloEFD for high 

speed compressor CFD simulations.  Our test models show that the new sliding mesh rotor-stator 

interface model is very accurate and can be used for high speed compressor simulations” said Jaakko 

Sailakivi, chief technology officer. “In addition, I have also found technical support from Mentor 

Graphics to be very professional. The combination of powerful general purpose upfront CFD analysis 

capabilities and fast technical support has enabled us to use FloEFD as the primary CFD solution in our 

company.”  Tamturbo Ltd. manufactures high speed compressors for use in food production as well as 

chemical and medical industries. 

The FloEFD product is a leading general-purpose CFD software solution for the mechanical design 

market, and the new enhancements were developed to help engineers create more accurate simulation 

environments for their products.  New key features include:   

 Sliding mesh modeling:  allows users to create more realistic simulation of rotating equipment 

when fluid quantity is highly non-uniform around a rotating part (such as a pump or fan) and 

cannot otherwise be calculated with circumferential averaging. 

 Surface condensation and evaporation: the new water film model is valuable for situations 

where surface condensation, evaporation, icing and de-icing exploration is essential, such as 

condensation on the inner surfaces of an automobile headlight. 

 Enhanced radiation modeling: The new ray-based (band-less) spectral model for lighting and 

radiation allows users to dramatically decrease time required for defining wavelength-dependent 

properties while increasing simulation accuracy of spectral characteristics. Gaussian surface 

reflection for more precise simulation of reflected radiation is also included. Inclination of solar 

rays from the parallel can now be taken into account too thus allowing capture of solar radiation 

in greater detail. 

 Usability and visibility enhancements:  The new release of the FloEFD product features an 

improved parametric study capability. It allows the user to group input variables to simplify 

scenario definition, filter parameters, highlight impact on results of a specific parameter, and 

conduct built-in comparisons thus increasing parametric study efficiency and dramatically 

decreasing the size of the stored data when hundreds of variants are calculated. 

 Improved visualization: The addition of GPU-based dynamic trajectories allows users to 

highlight flow details better and easily adjust the animation speed as well as appearance of 

trajectories in real time. A popular MPEG-4 codec has also been added for the creation of 

attractive animations without requiring enormous amounts of disk space. 

“We recognize the challenges our customers face, particularly those in automotive systems design, and 

our latest version of FloEFD provides significant support for this market,” stated Roland Feldhinkel, 

general manager of Mentor Graphics Mechanical Analysis Division. “Mentor Graphics is an established 

leader in CFD technology and our latest enhancements to the FloEFD product are imperative to our 

customer’s success and profitability by enabling the development of new and innovative technologies.” 
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Miralupa Launches InViz 3D Visualization App for Residential/Commercial Developers − Teams 

with MP Repro for First Distribution Agreement 

4 December 2014 

 

Miralupa announced InViz, a new architectural application that transforms static 2D drawings into 

dynamic 3D representations. Utilizing InViz, residential and commercial project developers, pre-

fabricated housing manufacturers, architects, city planners, and designers can easily convey the volume 

and space of a building to potential homebuyers and track their interest in construction plans leveraging 

advanced analytics. Available from Google Play and the App Store, InViz is exclusively distributed by 

MP Repro in Greater Montreal. InViz will be demonstrated in the MP Repro booth 747 at Construct 

Canada in Toronto, December 3-5, 2014. 

“One of the key challenges that project developers and architects face is to effectively communicate the 

volume and space of a structure to their customers,” said Robert Young, chief executive officer, 

Miralupa. “InViz dramatically improves upon traditional 2D drawings by bringing an extra dimension to 

building plans. This powerful tool gives users in the architecture and construction world an advantage 

over the competition while creating a memorable and motivating experience for potential homebuyers.” 

With Miralupa’s InViz application, users can make instant predefined changes — on their cell phones or 

tablets — to building plans (e.g., remove a roof or ceiling, or select a different floor style) via soft-touch 

buttons. By providing potential homebuyers with a better understanding of what a structure will look 

like in the real world, InViz increases sales for residential and commercial project developers. 

InViz provides users with valuable information and analytics about potential customers, including how 

many times the prospect has viewed a building plan, how long he/she spent looking at the plan, at what 

time of the day, on which days, and more. Aggregating data from all prospective customers, InViz 

allows developers to gain a better understanding of which plans are being viewed most often in order to 

identify trends and sell units more quickly. Data can also be used to control the release of new 

information about a building project to ensure it has a maximum sales impact. 

“Miralupa’s InViz is a cutting-edge, eye-catching application that captures the interest of potential 

homebuyers in a way that has never been done before,” said Carmela Martinez, president, MP Repro. 

“We look forward to representing InViz at several upcoming tradeshows and increasing the app’s sales 

volume by harnessing our expertise in the architectural industry.” 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

MSC Nastran Delivers a Broad Range of New Capabilities while Accelerating Performance 

2 December 2014 

 

MSC Software Corporation announced the new release of MSC Nastran 2014 and Patran 2014. MSC 

Nastran 2014 delivers significant enhancements to its groundbreaking solver embedded fatigue 

http://www.mscsoftware.com/
http://www.mscsoftware.com/product/msc-nastran
http://www.mscsoftware.com/product/patran
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functionality as well as performance improvements and ease of use. Patran 2014 supports the new 

fatigue analysis capabilities and delivers improvements to nonlinear analysis support. 

Linear Analysis 

 The highly popular external superelement (SE) capability of MSC Nastran has been enhanced 

providing users with the ability to rotate, move or mirror a primary external SE. This capability 

is designed to reduce the modeling effort for full vehicle analysis with duplicate assemblies like 

aircraft engines attached to wings, or landing gears attached to the fuselage. 

 New capability was added to activate and deactivate rigid elements in subcases and improve 

flexibility in defining combinations of load cases often used for safety related industries and 

airline certification.  

Nastran Embedded Fatigue 

Several enhancements have been implemented in this release to improve the efficiency and ease of use 

of MSC Nastran’s award winning solver embedded fatigue capabilities. These include: 

 Support for seam and spot welds fatigue analysis making it easier to identify the critical welds in 

automobiles and other structures subjected to repeated loads.   

 Multi-axial assessment provides insight into validity of the standard stress-life or strain-life 

fatigue analysis. 

 Support for the industry standard remote parameter control (RPC) files helping engineers to 

drive the load history based upon measured data. 

 Improved performance with no loss in accuracy.  

Advanced Nonlinear  

MSC Nastran 2014 provides robust contact capability for assembly modeling, which is often used to join 

discontinuous meshes or general contact including friction and heat transfer. It is no longer necessary to 

identify the master and slave body and reduce the dependency on the mesh size, leading to simplified 

set-up time. Solutions for complex problems such as eigenvalue extraction on pre-stressed bodies 

encountered in the wind turbine arena have also been improved. 

Explicit Nonlinear 

Explicit nonlinear analysis capabilities of MSC Nastran are often used to solve complex fluid-structure 

interaction (FSI) problems, which require large computational resources. Defining the coupling surface 

between the fluid and the surface has been improved with the MSC Nastran 2014 release. The 

performance on multi-core configurations has been improved by a factor of two to allow more design 

studies.  

Numerical Methods and High Performance Computing 

MSC continues to work with its partners to provide the ultimate computational performance 

 MSC Nastran’s nonlinear solution now utilizes the latest multi-core hardware to provide greater 

through-put. Wall-time can be reduced by as much as a factor of two. 

 Model frequency response analysis is improved with 3X faster performance in frequency 

computations for non-symmetric systems. This is particularly important for those in the 

automotive industry where the inclusion of tire rolling models results in non-symmetric models.  

 Exterior acoustics problems can be solved in a fraction of the time utilizing the parallel Krylov 

solver. The method is particularly effective for Frequency Response Analysis where wall clock 

http://www.engineering.com/DesignerEdge/DesignerEdgeArticles/ArticleID/6890/Nastran-Wins-CAE-Innovation-of-the-Year-Award.aspx
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time can be reduced by over 95% 

Other enhancements include improvements to axisymmetric harmonic concentrated mass element, and 

new outputs for composite shell elements.  

Patran 2014 

The new release of Patran provides support for the new capabilities of MSC Nastran and MSC Fatigue. 

The CAD import / export capability has been significantly improved to support recent CAD systems and 

is 25% faster. The GUI drives the new MSC Nastran Embedded Fatigue capabilities. As model size 

increases to ensure greater fidelity of the model, Patran 2014 has been enhanced to provide faster 

visualization.  
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New Battery Library for System Simulation with MapleSim 

4 December 2014 

 

Maplesoft™ today announced the release of the MapleSim™ Battery Library, an add-on component 

library to their advanced system-level modeling tool. The MapleSim Battery Library allows engineers to 

incorporate physics-based predictive models of battery cells into their multidomain models so they can 

take battery behavior into account early in the design process. 

MapleSim offers a modern approach to physical modeling and simulation, dramatically reducing model 

development and analysis time while producing fast, high-fidelity simulations. With the MapleSim 

Battery Library, engineers can include battery behavior in their system-level models, allowing them to 

understand how the battery will behave as part of the greater system. With this information, engineers 

can optimize battery and system performance, and reduce the risk of undesirable effects such as battery 

overheating. 

The MapleSim Battery Library supports both equivalent circuit and electrochemical battery models, and 

includes parameter identification tools for determining model parameters from experimental data. 

It can be used in any modeling project that involves batteries, including consumer electronics, electric 

and hybrid-electric vehicles, power electronics, and energy storage in power generation applications. 

Typical projects include battery load analysis and optimization to maximize the time between charges; 

hardware-in-the-loop testing of Battery Management Systems; thermal modeling and cooling system 

optimization to stabilize battery temperature; and State of Health effects on charge/discharge efficiency 

and thermal runaway. 

“Battery behavior plays a significant role in so many of today’s products,” says Paul Goossens, Vice 

President of Engineering Solutions at Maplesoft. “With MapleSim and the MapleSim Battery Library, 

engineers now have the tools they need to understand how the battery will behave as part of the overall 

system early in the design process. They can optimize the design, and save significant amounts of time 

and cost by detecting and avoiding problems before they occur.” 

MapleSim and the MapleSim Battery Library are part of Maplesoft Engineering Solutions, which 

provides both products and services to help engineers reduce development risk and bring high quality 

products to market faster. 

 

http://www.prweb.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5tYXBsZXNvZnQuY29tL3Byb2R1Y3RzL3Rvb2xib3hlcy9iYXR0ZXJ5Lz9wPVRDLTQ2NzI=
http://www.prweb.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5tYXBsZXNvZnQuY29tL3Byb2R1Y3RzL3Rvb2xib3hlcy9iYXR0ZXJ5Lz9wPVRDLTQ2NzI=
http://www.prweb.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5tYXBsZXNvZnQuY29tL3dlYmluYXJzL3JlY29yZGVkL2ZlYXR1cmVkLmFzcHg/aWQ9ODExJnA9VEMtNDY3Mg==
http://www.prweb.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5tYXBsZXNvZnQuY29tL3dlYmluYXJzL3JlY29yZGVkL2ZlYXR1cmVkLmFzcHg/aWQ9ODExJnA9VEMtNDY3Mg==
http://www.prweb.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5tYXBsZXNvZnQuY29tL3Byb2R1Y3RzL3Byb3NlcnZpY2VzLz9wPVRDLTQ2NzI=
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New: EPLAN Design Space Exchange 

25 November 2014 

 

The new EPLAN Design Space Exchange (DSE) will be unveiled at SPS IPC Drives. DSE supports data 

exchange between mechanical construction and control system technology in control cabinet and 

switchgear construction. The expansion module for EPLAN Pro Panel Professional, developed by 

EPLAN and MCAD specialists at affiliate Cideon, is available for the first time with EPLAN Platform 

2.4 and compatible with Autodesk Inventor 2014 and 2015. “Without the cabinet case, there is no 

mounting layout, and without the mounting layout, there is no final case design. This dilemma can now 

be resolved with the Design Space Exchange expansion module,” explains Thomas Weichsel, product 

manager at EPLAN. DSE is based on a fully parametric 3D geometric data model of the mechanical 

design that takes into account the particular requirements for the installation location of the mounting 

panel or cabinet. DSE accesses the 3D CAD data of the control cabinet case design and makes it 

available to the EPLAN Platform as the basis for the mounting layout using EPLAN Pro Panel. The 3D 

mounting layout is created within this design space, referencing the automation concept from the 

electrical design. All electrical equipment intended for installation will be mounted virtually, taking into 

account spatial conditions and manufacturer specifications regarding minimum clearance. 

Wiring on Virtual Prototypes 

Installation holes, threads, slots and cutouts are automatically integrated for subsequent assembly. The 

virtual prototype of the cabinet is the basis for virtual switchgear wiring and for determining optimal 

wiring paths and appropriate wire lengths, among other things. Once the virtual mounting layout has 

been completed, EPLAN DSE provides data on the necessary installation holes, threads, slots and 

cutouts for integration into the 3D mechanical engineering model, at the push of a button. DSE then 

interprets data and objects on the Autodesk Inventor page and creates a consistent product data model 

for mechanical design including all components, holes and cutouts. The model is fully parametric and is 

in the form of native Autodesk Inventor geometry data, so that the mechanical design can integrate the 

manufacturing procedure including processing, BOMs and manufacturing drawings. While the 

mechanical design lays the foundation for the manufacture of the cases, the electrical designer can 

compile complete as-built project documentation of the final product, for example the automated 

assembly of terminal strips and wire bundles, with all the necessary schematics, mounting diagrams, 

manufacturing drawings, BOMs, device lists, connection lists and data. As Weichsel notes in his 

summary of the advantages: “Interdisciplinary data synchronisation reduces potential sources of error 

and product development costs, saving time while improving quality.” 
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PipelineFX’s Qube! First Render Manager to Support Autodesk’s VRED 

1 December 2014 

 

It was announced that PipelineFX is bringing VRED batch render support to their flagship product, 

Qube!. With the ability to leverage real-time clusters for animation rendering, both automotive and 

http://www.prweb.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cHM6Ly9waXBlbGluZWZ4LmNvbS8=
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industrial design users will experience greater efficiency while creating prototype and marketing 

materials. PipelineFX will be demonstrating this new technology at Autodesk University, December 2-4 

in booth #78. 

Render times are a hurdle that has plagued designers since the advent of computer-based modeling. As 

the first render management software to support VRED, Qube! offers an optimized path from trusted 

visualization package to the final frame. With API support, users can easily write pre and post scripts 

that Qube! will automatically run during jobs, making it easier to build VRED support into a pre-

existing design or graphics pipeline. 

This new capability began with an Autodesk request for VRED batch render support for two of North 

America’s largest auto manufacturers. Since many of PipelineFX’s automotive clients use VRED for 

real-time visualization and Qube! to manage Alias AutoStudio renders, an optimized solution for frame-

based animations made a lot of sense. 

“Qube! was created to make life simpler. Less maintenance and more automation lets artists focus on 

their work,” said Richard Lewis, CEO of PipelineFX. “Strengthening the bonds between a leading 

visualization design product and a tool that helps them get those visualizations done faster is a time-

saver that will continue to pay off for our customers.” 

Design firms can also benefit from the new “Qube! Designer” licensing option, which drops prices to 

$100 per server. Qube! Designer is a fully functional version of Qube! that was created to address the 

render farm management needs of most design firms. 

At Autodesk University, PipelineFX will also be demonstrating Qube!’s new support of SketchUp 

renders, its 3ds Max integration and the latest version of the software, Qube! 6.6.  
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QuadRite Releases RitePro 4.5 

3 December 2014 

 

QuadRite today announced the release of version 4.5 of its PLM software, RitePro™. Referred to by its 

customers as “The best kept secret in the industry”, QuadRite delivers a PLM software solution that is 

generations ahead of other PLM solutions. Version 4.5 includes significant enhancements to the 

software’s advanced set of capabilities, allowing users to easily and economically access greater 

functionality and increased regulatory compliance. 

RitePro version 4.5 is delivered through a private cloud, it is uniquely packed with best practice business 

processes built to help the entire enterprise bring a product to market. It trumps both the traditional 

departmental PLM approach and the development platform approach. 

QuadRite’s 3rd generation PLM solutions expand the traditional scope of PLM Systems to enable all 

departments in a company to participate in relevant product-related processes. Compared to traditional 

PLM solutions that focus only on supporting the activities of the engineering group through bill of 

materials (BOM) and engineering change orders (ECO) management, QuadRite packs significantly 

more features and functionality into a single module, allowing all information and all process to be both 

connected and related to the product. 

“The PLM space has been stagnant for more than a decade, relying on siloed systems that solve a single 

business problem or address a single department’s needs,” explained Deb Mishra QuadRite Founder and 

http://www.prweb.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5xdWFkcml0ZS5jb20=
http://www.prweb.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5xdWFkcml0ZS5jb20vYWJvdXQtdXMvb3VyLXByb2R1Y3QuYXNweA==
http://www.prweb.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5xdWFkcml0ZS5jb20vYWJvdXQtdXMvM3JkLWdlbmVyYXRpb24tcGxtLmFzcHg=
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CEO. “Our software allows companies to connect the dots and deploy a unified solution that addresses 

all product related processes across the entire company.” 

Addressing the high tech and medical device markets, RitePro v. 4.5 includes comprehensive automated 

program management and design control capabilities. This functionality enables users to launch a 

complete product program that will literally manage itself in three clicks. International regulatory 

compliance has also been built into the solution. Another new feature of v. 4.5 allows users gain 

immediate, single-click access to any and all information from any device anywhere in the world. 

“As the economy is picking up, but still remains on shaky ground, executives in product companies are 

looking for technologies that directly support better product commercialization and enable a more 

efficient use of capital,” continued Mishra. “Traditional PLM solutions cannot take a leading role in 

these initiatives, because they focus on a limited set of operational processes. QuadRite presents a 

comprehensive solution to address the entire product commercialization process.” 

Enhanced functionality was also included in RitePro v.4.5 such as the following: Design Control, 

Document Management, Change Management , Bill of Materials Management, Product Management, 

Costing, Supplier Management, Quality Management, Compliance Management, Complaints, First 

Articles, Training Management, Field Services, Non Conformance, CAPA, CARS, SCARS, Reporting, 

Program Management and Operational Excellence & Compliance. All of these enhancements streamline 

processes and increase efficiency. 
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SigmaTEK Announces Release of SigmaNEST® Version 10.2 

1 December 2014 

 

SigmaTEK Systems, LLC, announces the latest release of its industry-leading SigmaNEST software 

program.  Powered by the industry’s most advanced CAD/CAM nesting engine, SigmaNEST Version 

10.2 contains a number of new features and enhancements making cutting machine programming even 

more effective and easy. 

Version 10.2 offers a Split Window allowing different areas of the work-space to be viewed 

simultaneously. Users may also manually nest parts across the split windows and onto other sheets.  This 

provides quick nesting of parts onto multiple sheets without having to select the layout from the list. 

Additional enhancements to SigmaNEST Version 10.2 include: 

 Laser Destruct 

 Center of Gravity Tabbing 

 Conditional Tabbing for Drop Doors 

 Special Lead-ins with manual tabs 

 Quick Search in Parts, Sheets, and Work Order List 

 Horizontal line cropping 

 Punching enhancements 

 …More 
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Sigmetrix Releases GD&T Advisor v2.3 

2 December 2014 

 

Sigmetrix today announced the latest release of its GD&T Advisor software for  PTC Creo® design 

software.  In addition to supporting the latest Creo 3.0 release, GD&T Advisor v2.3 offers updates to 

this interactive tool that expertly guides designers through a standards-based application of GD&T from 

within the CAD environment. 

GD&T Advisor v2.3 has been enhanced to: 

 provide greater support for establishing datums from targets. 

 support compound datum features, also referred to as a common datum in ISO GPS, 

from  parallel axes that are not coaxial. 

 offer greater flexibility for defining hole notes for threaded holes. 

 provide more options for defining drafted features. 

 improve customization options for the default strings and application choices. 

 inform the user about unused datums and DRFs. 

“The benefits of using GD&T are undeniable—it is a standardized, international system that allows 

companies to convey the design intent in a succinct and precise manner,” said Sigmetrix President and 

CEO, Chris Wilkes. “The latest release of GD&T Advisor will provide users with expanded 

functionality, an exceptional user experience, and greater flexibility in customizing the software to meet 

their needs.  As a result, companies will be able to reduce costs by easily integrating a successful GD&T 

program into their design and manufacturing processes.” 
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Simpleware Version 7.0 Now Available 

2 December 2014 

 

Simpleware is delighted to announce the Version 7.0 release of its 3D image processing, analysis and 

model generation software. The latest release of the software includes new features such as a particles 

analyser, centreline tools, animation tools, and new modules for calculating effective material properties 

using homogenisation techniques. Version 7.0 significantly extends the software’s capabilities for 

bridging scan data with CAD, CAE and 3D printing. 

New and improved features of version 7.0 include: 

 NEW ANIMATIONS TOOL - create videos of your work:  

New tools allow animations to be generated from within the ScanIP interface. Explore your data 

and create videos to communicate your work to colleagues. Produce compelling animations from 

your 3D image data, with options available for pre-defined and custom settings, 'fly' throughs 

and high-quality file export. 

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?Sigmetrix/43fbdf6577/d960dc734e/f0f297e80f/utm_content=&utm_source=VerticalResponse&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=GD%26amp%3BT%20Advisor&utm_campaign=SIGMETRIX%20RELEASES%20GD%26T%20ADVISOR%20v2%2E3
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?Sigmetrix/43fbdf6577/d960dc734e/523c36223e/utm_content=&utm_source=VerticalResponse&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=GD%26amp%3BT&utm_campaign=SIGMETRIX%20RELEASES%20GD%26T%20ADVISOR%20v2%2E3
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 NEW PHYSICS MODULES - calculate effective material properties:  

Version 7.0 introduces three additional, fully integrated software modules for calculating 

effective material properties from image data. Quick semi-analytical estimates or simulations in 

a built-in FE solver can be used to compute properties for samples (CT, micro-CT, FIB-SEM, 

MRI…). Modules include: +SOLID (calculate elastostatic properties), +FLOW (calculate 

absolute permeability), + LAPLACE (calculate effective electrical conductivity/permittivity, 

thermal conductivity, molecular diffusivity). 

 NEW CENTRELINES EDITOR - better understand the structure of your data:  

Analyse the connectivity of your data using a powerful new centrelines feature. Use advanced 

algorithms to carry out centreline measurements in 3D, and export detailed statistics for analysis. 

Obtain shortest/longest lengths, take quick measurements, plot shortest routes and generate 

centreline statistics. 

 NEW WATERSHED SEGMENTATION - easily segment and analyse particles:  

This segmentation feature allows particles to be separated and grouped. Ideal for processing nano 

and micro-scale data, the watershed feature complements standard thresholding techniques that 

separate regions of interest but typically group together objects with similar geometrical 

characteristics. 

 Other new features include: Boundary layer meshing for FE models; new ABAQUS CFD 

export option; orientation overlays for medical applications; ROI-defined boundary 

straightening; mesh snapshots; improved transparency visualisation; improved slice planes; ROI 

creation from a mask’s shape. 

Dr. Viet Bui Xuan, Simpleware's Chief Technology Officer, commented on 7.0: "We are extremely 

proud of this new release. Everyone worked hard and we really tried to address our users' needs both in 

terms of usability and functionality. It includes a number of significant changes that will benefit all our 

users, from improvements to meshing performance to new modules for materials analysis. There are also 

improvements that will greatly automate the segmentation of some datasets that previously looked 

intractable or required a lot of user interaction." 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

SmartCAM V2015 Released 

3 December 2014 

 

SmartCAMcnc has announced the release of SmartCAM® v2015. SmartCAM v2015 delivers a new 

Knowledge-Based Machining (KBM) repository, new High Speed Milling (HSM) strategies, and many 

user interface and core application improvements. 

The SmartCAM Computer-Aided Manufacturing (CAM) software family consists of applications for 

Computer-Numerical Control (CNC) milling, turning, fabrication and wire EDM. 

The knowledge-based machining improvements found in SmartCAM v2015 lay the groundwork for 

capturing user knowledge and shop expertise. A new KBM repository allows frequently-used toolpath 

process parameters to be stored and then later recalled.  Part Materials can be defined directly within the 

SmartCAM application, and Speeds/Feeds settings can be stored and updated directly, without the need 

of a separate utility.  The new Machine Definition allows all files associated with a particular machine to 
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be simply recalled by selecting the Machine name. 

"SmartCAM v2015 introduces a new Knowledge-Based Machining database that will serve as the 

backbone for all of SmartCAM's manufacturing data needs," said Douglas Oliver, SmartCAMcnc's 

Senior Product Manager. "With SmartCAM v2015 users will be able to store their best-practice, 

commonly-used toolpath processes and parameters and recall them for future re-use. Additionally, the 

enhanced Material Definition makes it easier for the casual user to take advantage of the powerful 

Material Library capabilities, and the new Machine interface simplifies job setup." 

SmartCAM v2015 includes several High-Speed Machining improvements including new roughing and 

finishing toolpath smoothing capabilities, which remove sharp corners from the toolpath, thereby 

reducing shock to both the tool and machine. New closed-profile continuous morphing and ramping 

strategies can also be used in combination with the new smoothing capabilities.  Furthermore, the 

restmill region calculation has been enhanced to consider material left behind anywhere within a region, 

including additional material left behind as a result of smoothing 

"The new high-speed milling enhancements in v2015 will be appreciated by all of our users that do 

significant amounts of roughing." Douglas went on to say. “These features follow some of our previous 

HSM efforts, and demonstrate our on-going commitment to improve SmartCAM's high-speed 

machining capabilities in future releases." 

SmartCAM v2015 boasts a number of significant improvements to SmartCAM's user interface including 

new list picking, group toolbar, and toolbar scrolling to name a few. These improvements continue the 

UI development of previous versions and allow greater flexibility in how the interface is configured as 

well making the daily use of SmartCAM easier and more direct. 

All SmartCAM v2015 products benefit from an updated ACIS® modeling kernel as well as updated 

native and generic data translators. Many customer-requested core improvements have been added, 

including an all-new configurable Auto-save feature. 

"SmartCAM v2015 is a significant step forward for the SmartCAM family of products." added Oliver. 

"The user interface improvements include several customer requested features that, based on the positive 

feedback we received from our previous UI improvements, will be welcomed additions." 
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SolidWorks® Translator Now Offered as Add-On to Merry Mechanization’s SMP/IS Software 

30 November 2014 

 

With the introduction of the SolidWorks® Translator plug-in, Merry Mechanization Inc. (Merry Mech), 

further increases the versatility of the company's suite of sheet metal fabrication software. The plug-in 

streamlines the import of SolidWorks® part files into Merry Mech's industry-leading SMP/IS, Sheet 

Metal Program/Industry Standard software. With additional icons in the user interface, operators can 

convert and import files for processing within SMP/IS. The company emphasizes time savings and ease 

of use, saying, "SolidWorks® Translator will flatten your sheet metal parts and import them into 

SMP/IS with a single click of the mouse!" Further processing using the automation and nesting features 

of Merry Mech's software can improve sheet metal utilization rates and increase operator productivity. 

After installing the SolidWorks® Translator plug-in into SolidWorks®, the operator sees two additional 

icons at the top left of the user interface. One button sends a flat pattern with bend lines to SMP/IS while 

http://www.prweb.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5tZXJyeW1lY2guY29tLw==
http://www.prweb.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubWVycnltZWNoLmNvbS9DQURDQU1Tb2Z0d2FyZS9zb2xpZHdvcmtzL2luZGV4LnNodG1s
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the other sends the pattern without bend lines. When the operator clicks one of the buttons with the 

corresponding icon, the plug-in creates a flat pattern and exports it to SMP/IS as a DXF file. The plug-in 

is compatible with the 64-bit version of SolidWorks® and the resulting files are immediately available 

for further processing within SMP/IS. 

Sheet metal fabricators who have SolidWorks® 3D sheet metal part files now have instant access to 

advanced sheet metal processing tools in the SMP/IS application suite. Operators can work with Merry 

Mech's CAD/CAM and nesting software and with lists of files to create NC code and produce the 

required parts. Automation routines and tools allow the programming of production without operator 

intervention. If operator input is needed, the process can be programmed to pause at any particular point. 

The SolidWorks® Translator plug-in generates the DXF files that make this integration possible. 
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Topcon Announces Software Add-on for Autodesk Integration 

4 December 2014 

 

Topcon Positioning Group announces the new Topcon eXchange software solution add-on for 

AutoCAD Civil 3D civil engineering design software. It is designed to save time by converting 

AutoCAD Civil 3D design data into files compatible with Topcon 3D construction solutions as well as 

the MAGNET® software system. 

“Topcon eXchange enables construction site model designers and CAD experts to remain comfortable 

within their Autodesk software environments,” said Jason Hallett, vice president of global product 

management. “Once design data is ready to be sent to an active project site, Topcon eXchange simply 

converts the Civil 3D design information — even complex road designs with defined corridors — into 

Topcon standard file formats, such as MJF (MAGNET Field job) for land surveying and construction 

layout, and TP3 (3D Topcon Project File) for machine control systems. 

“For years, the MAGNET system of software solutions has proven that easy and secure connectivity 

leads to measureable productivity and the new Topcon eXchange add-on is no different. After 

installation, users are offered the ability to log in to their own private and secure cloud-based company 

account from within Civil 3D, providing access to all of the project-related data that they have stored in 

MAGNET Enterprise,” said Hallett. 

The Topcon eXchange add-on is designed to provide a workflow for office staff to export original 3D 

design data for upload to the Topcon cloud. 

“Topcon eXchange bridges the geo-centric data between Autodesk’s Civil 3D and Topcon mobile 

workforce applications,” said Hallett. 
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TUKATECH Launches Cloud Based Collaborative Solutions for 3D Virtual Garment Development 

and Faster Approvals 

1 December 2014 

 

http://www.prweb.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubWVycnltZWNoLmNvbS9DQURDQU1Tb2Z0d2FyZS8zZC9pbmRleC5zaHRtbA==
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TUKATECH, Inc. has taken another step forward to improve the digital communication in the field of 

development and approvals of samples over the internet. Many suppliers and vendors are already 

sending digital samples for approval of the FIT and Look via e-mails with video attachments. This still 

lacks the precise communication or “being in the same room” experience.  Tukatech has created a Cloud 

Based virtual sample room to close this communication gap and further accelerate the approval process. 

“The CLOUD base Virtual Sample solution with the digital database ready to use again and again is a 

phenomenal breakthrough”, commented Mr. Ashesh Amin, Chief Operating Officer of Adrianna Papell. 

“What a great solution, it really brings everyone on the same page very quickly. The Tukatech team has 

done wonders for our business not only with varied end to end solutions but also business process 

reengineering. In such a short time, we make very complicated dresses. We were doing everything 

manually but TUKATECH made us totally digital in a few months”, he added. 

“The speed and ease (with TUKA3D) is amazing”, says Mr. Arshad Sattar, Managing Director of Timex 

Group, “we make almost 1,000 new styles per month. The dresses, blouses, pants and skirts require fit, 

understanding of fabric draping and we make for some of the biggest brands like, Elie Tahari, Maggy 

London, Polo, CHAPS – Ralph Lauren, NEXT, Stein Mart, Chico’s, M & Co., and dozens of other 

European, Canadian and American companies. Without getting faster design and approval, we simply 

could not be in the fashion business. Designers are looking at uploaded samples at their convenience 

anywhere using mobile or other devices. They can see the 3d sample; zoom, pan, rotate the sample, just 

like they will in real life on a real person. In addition there is a video showing how garment and fabric 

drapes, in tension and X-RAY mode enabling the viewer to see if there are any fit issues. All the 

colorways, print and embroidery placement can also be viewed. Upon analyzing the 3d sample and the 

video they can make comments, and the system automatically informs the pattern maker who can see 

and read the comments, make the required corrections and send the new sample almost immediately. 

The system informs the individuals or the designated group to view and approve the final garment. Once 

the garment is approved for production, it now goes in the Asset Library so designers can use it for 

future development.” Added Mr. Sattar. 

“The hardest thing is communicating fashion on paper with sketches and instructions. Tech Packs are 

open to interpretation first at the Tech Designer’s level who is trying to understand what the designer 

wants and then by vendors. The actual design process starts when the FIRST SAMPLE arrives and it 

almost always starts with a comment from a designer, “this is not what I wanted.” With a physical 

sample in front of the designer, the changes and the design process starts.  However by that time 20 to 

30 days have passed and a lot of resources have been invested with no gain” says Ram Sareen, the 

Founder and CEO of TUKATECH, “We wanted the entire supply chain to be visually connected and go 

back in time when we were able to design under one roof, where everyone communicated effectively. 

The designer spoke to the pattern maker many times referring to old styles.  New changes and somehow 

(based on old blocks, experience, understanding of fit model’s shape and size) the pattern maker made 

the pattern, got a sample cut and sewn and it was on the fit model’s body. During the fit session, the 

pattern maker and the sample sewer were present. The designer made changes if needed and got the 

FINAL SAMPLE, on the same day or by the next day. The cloud based VISUAL SOLUTION is a 

community based solution where all blocks in 3D samples reside by each division, brand, season and 

product type. The files are complete with 2D flat pattern, fit model’s body, type of fabric, the 

measurement chart and all the integrated information, ready to use again to develop new garments”, 

added Mr. Sareen. 

In El Salvador, Apparel Leaders Juan Zighelboim, David Ha, John Ha and Henry Kim of Appletree 

Group, OA Apparel and TexOps have been enjoying the benefits of 3D fit and prototyping since 
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2009.  As a result, their brand-retail partners have substantially increased their order bookings.  Shorter 

development cycle times have allowed for smarter buying decisions making win-win scenarios the 

norm, as reported by upper management of these three groups. “The Cloud Based Collaborative solution 

will further enhance our business model”, commented Mr. Zighelboim. 

“TUKA3D and TUKAcad have brought tremendous efficiency to our design and development and 

helped us with growing our business. We are very excited to start with Cloud Solutions for one of our 

biggest customers, Tom Tailor”, commented Mr. Devender Gupta, one of the founders of ASMARA, 

one of the largest sourcing and design companies with offices and factories all over Asia. 

“We needed to shorten the product development time and TUKA3D and their Cloud Based solutions are 

a perfect fit for us”, added Mr. Dinesh Virwani, the Managing Director of the Hong Kong Based EPIC 

Group. “We make over six million garments per month in hundreds of styles, the only way we can grow 

our business is to have more developments in a shorter time period with fewer people. This is what 

TUKATECH has done with their solutions installed at all our facilities worldwide,” added Mr. Ranju 

Mahtani, CEO of THE EPIC GROUP.    

“Today, there are many eCommerce retailers using TUKA3D for designing, developing, and uploading 

their realistic looking digital assets. They do not require a photo shoot, inventory, or warehousing; the 

best part is no markdowns. This is “Demand Manufacturing”. This is the best way to be profitable and 

be ahead of everyone else. We are proud to be labelled as the “DISRUPTIVE TECHNOLOGIST” and 

want our customers to be number one” says Ram Sareen. 

TUKA3D comes with digital replicas of over 500 fit models of brands and retailers. These are 

developed from scans or sculpted from detail measurements. These are supplied to vendors approved by 

brands or retailers. There is a database of 150 pre-set digital fabrics and hundreds of appropriate motions 

for real time evaluation of fit. TUKATECH provides free services for making custom models with 

pattern slopers and custom motions for users during the warranty and software support period. The 

TUKA3D system comes complete with TUKAdesign, TUKAtailor, eFIT, eDESIGN and eCOMMERCE 

modules, training, implementation and support. 

TUKA3D is the only 3D system with built-in motion simulator for FIT Development and verification of 

FIT with color tension Mapping, X-Ray vision, and many other features to simulate a real fit session. It 

compares to an actual fit session without making any physical samples. Many retailers have eliminated 

physical samples while approving digital samples to save time and resources. 
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