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CIMdata News 

CIMdata to Host Free Webinar on How to Digitize Your Enterprise Network Management for 

Competitive Advantage 

14 February 2017 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic management consulting and research firm, announces 

an upcoming free educational webinar, “Digitize Your Enterprise Network Management for Competitive 

Advantage.” The webinar will take place on March 9, 2017 at 11:00 a.m. (EST) and will last for one 

hour.  

According to research undertaken by the Wharton School of Business, the Network Orchestrators, that is 

businesses based on digital platforms and virtual networks, are two to four times more valuable and 

significantly more profitable than traditional organizations. These companies are more successful 

because they leverage both the tangible and intangible assets of their networks and real time interactions 

better. Can the success principles of the Network Orchestrators be applied by more traditional 

enterprises?  

According to the webinar host, CIMdata’s Director for Collaborative Innovation & Social Product 

Development, Dr. Suna Polat, “Despite investment in new digital technologies, people are still the main 

connectivity enablers in traditional enterprises. People are therefore consumed by a never-ending flood 

of emails and meetings. They feel like they have no time to think and innovate. To be competitive, 

enterprises must urgently remedy this situation. They must rethink their approach to enterprise network 

management.” 

Dr. Polat has 25+ years of experience in technology development, product development, innovation 

management, implementation of strategic innovation capabilities—including modeling and simulation 

(M&S), open innovation, knowledge management—social technologies and social product development, 

and driving change and adoption. This wide range of expertise was gained through her career at Procter 

& Gamble and more recently through her experience at CIMdata, which she joined in June 2014. 

This webinar will describe a framework that can be used to simplify enterprise network management 

and enable more effective and efficient collaborative innovation. Webinar attendees will learn about 

strategies for adopting the success principles of Network Orchestrators in a traditional enterprise for 

more effective network management, innovation, and product development. 

The webinar will be useful to R&D directors, product development directors, engineering directors, 

enterprise innovation management directors, IT directors, enterprise solution providers that support 

innovation, innovation program managers, and finance directors. 

During the webinar attendees will have the opportunity to ask questions about the topics discussed. To 

find out more, visit: http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/educational-webinars/webinar-digitize-your-

enterprise-network-management-for-competitive-advantage. To register for this webinar please  

visit: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4517934337883213571. 

http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/educational-webinars/webinar-digitize-your-enterprise-network-management-for-competitive-advantage
http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/educational-webinars/webinar-digitize-your-enterprise-network-management-for-competitive-advantage
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1544431584400223235
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About CIMdata 

CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize 

an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered 

world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods on PLM solutions. These solutions 

incorporate both business processes and a wide-ranging set of PLM-enabling technologies. 

CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and providers of technologies and services seeking 

competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, 

provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The 

company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences 

worldwide. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia- 

Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website at www.CIMdata.com, follow us on 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews, or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann 

Arbor, MI 48108, USA, Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV 

Weert, The Netherlands, Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

Click here to return to Contents 

CIMdata Managers and Consultants Sound Off on the Political Realities of PLM Implementations in 

Engineering.com Article 

13 February 2017 

By: Tom Gill, Frank Popielas and Fred Keith 

CIMdata raised a prickly issue last November that precious few people in technology want to deal with.  

This issue is politics, specifically the ins and outs of cost-justifying a big project, securing resources, 

launching the implementation, and sustaining its momentum.  

The difficulties surface when several would-be project leaders vie among themselves for resources: 

funds, support from information technology (IT), and management backing.   Industry analysts and 

marketing people usually posit that “silos of expertise” are the No. 1 problem.  A recent workshop 

convinced us otherwise, that silos and their well-documented speed bumps are symptoms of a more 

fundamental problem, politics. (…) 

To continue reading the article, please click here. 

Click here to return to Contents 

IoT: Expanding the PLM Opportunity  

13 February 2017 

With the talk of IoT booming across almost every industry and the number of connected products 

exploding towards mindboggling numbers, IoT has become a major economic force. A force that is 

predicted to grow at an increasing rate during the next decade. 

While IoT mainly provides the possibility to connect products, by collecting and exchanging data, it is 

the use and application of that data and the new business opportunities that come with it that make IoT 

so important for companies and consumers alike. There is a wealth of insightful information that can be 

generated from the right data, and that is where the challenge lies. 

http://www.cimdata.com/
http://www.cimdata.com/
http://www.engineering.com/PLMERP/ArticleID/14304/Political-Realities-of-PLM-Implementation-Projects.aspx
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This topic will be covered in more detail at CIMdata’s PLM Market & Industry Forum which will take 

place in Ann Arbor, Michigan, USA on March 30; Stuttgart, Germany on April 6, Bangalore, India on 

April 10; Beijing, China on April 14; and Tokyo, Japan on April 19. 

Read in full at http://www.cimdata.com/en/resources/cimdata-blog/item/7501-iot-expanding-the-plm-

opportunity 

Click here to return to Contents 

Acquisitions 

Accenture to Acquire iDefense Security Intelligence Services, a Cyber Threat Intelligence Business 

9 February 2017 

Accenture has entered into an agreement to acquire the iDefense Security Intelligence Services business 

from VeriSign, Inc. iDefense, one of the world’s first and most prolific cyber threat intelligence 

businesses, has proven capabilities in cyber intelligence related to vulnerabilities, malicious code and 

global threats to organizations. iDefense’s next generation intelligence platform specializes in delivering 

faster access to relevant, timely and actionable security intelligence, enabling organizations to make 

smarter security decisions and defend against new and evolving threats. Terms of the transaction were 

not disclosed. Completion of the acquisition is subject to the satisfaction of customary closing 

conditions. 

  

Complementing recent security investments, the acquisition of iDefense augments Accenture Security’s 

existing Cyber Defense Services with targeted threat intelligence that Accenture will embed into 

services it manages for clients’ security operations. iDefense has amassed vast amounts of proprietary 

threat intelligence data over the past 18 years – data that powers its application program interfaces 

(APIs) and its distinctive analysis platform, IntelGraph. In addition to directly providing threat 

intelligence to Fortune 500 customers, Accenture will fuel its cybersecurity platform with these 

capabilities to enhance its ability to inform clients where threats are forming and coming from, and what 

actions to take – much earlier than other providers who leverage public data feeds.  

  

iDefense’s capabilities will also become an integral component of Accenture’s adversary simulation, 

threat hunting and incident response services. Accenture’s Global Delivery Network of security 

professionals will further enhance iDefense’s offerings through new telemetry sources and innovative 

threat intelligence services designed to help organizations achieve maximum value from security 

technologies. 

  

“There simply isn’t enough time, budget or human resources to defend against every imaginable attack 

scenario or adversary without intelligent systems and automation. That’s why having the best available 

threat intelligence is critical to helping us protect our clients’ entire value chains, allowing them to focus 

on innovation and growth,” said Kelly Bissell, managing director of Accenture Security. “We are 

confident that the collective capabilities of Accenture Security and iDefense can help organizations 

better understand where threats are coming from and adjust protections before damage is done.” 

  

Recent research by Accenture reveals that companies often lack strategic threat intelligence and proper 

tools to identify as well as monitor threats. Fewer than two in five organizations report they are 

http://www.cimdata.com/en/resources/cimdata-blog/item/7501-iot-expanding-the-plm-opportunity
http://www.cimdata.com/en/resources/cimdata-blog/item/7501-iot-expanding-the-plm-opportunity
https://www.accenture.com/us-en/insight-building-confidence-facing-cybersecurity-conundrum
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competent at monitoring and evaluating business relevant threats. 

  

“iDefense has always been recognized for our differentiated and innovative approach to security 

intelligence and vulnerability management. Our contextual cyber intelligence is delivered to clients in a 

highly consumable way, so they can confidently use it to enhance a security control, drive a course of 

action or mitigate risk effectively in their business,” said Josh Ray, Vice President, iDefense Security 

Intelligence Services. “We are very excited by this opportunity to bring our unparalleled threat 

intelligence services to Accenture Security’s extensive portfolio of end-to-end security and technology 

services. 

  

Founded in 1998 and headquartered in Northern Virginia, iDefense serves top-tier organizations across a 

range of industries – including banking, communications, media, technology and products. 

  

The acquisition of iDefense builds on Accenture Security’s commitment to investing in and innovating 

advanced threat intelligence and cybersecurity solutions. Recent acquisitions include US-based Defense 

Point Security (supports the U.S. federal government and provides advanced cyber defense and response 

services), US-based FusionX, (simulates attacks of advanced adversaries), Israeli-

based Maglan (provides vulnerability countermeasures, cyber forensics and malware defenses, and 

Accenture recently entered into an agreement to acquire US-based Endgame Federal Services 

Business (specializes in proactive cybersecurity defensive operations). 

Click here to return to Contents 

Accenture to Expand Proactive Cybersecurity Defense Services Capabilities with Acquisition 

of Endgame Federal Services Business  

8 February 2017 

Accenture has entered into an agreement to acquire the U.S. federal government services business of 

Endgame Inc., a privately held endpoint detection and response (EDR) cybersecurity software company 

based in Arlington, VA. Endgame’s federal government services business, which will become part of 

Accenture Federal Services, specializes in proactive cyber defense, hunt-as-a-service capabilities, red 

teaming and cyber operations. 

  

A nationally recognized innovator in cyber solutions, Endgame provides clients with sophisticated 

security capabilities. The acquisition will provide Accenture Federal Services an additional team of 

highly skilled cybersecurity professionals who will help federal clients increase their cyber resiliency by 

better preparing for, identifying, intercepting, and removing advanced adversaries in real time.  

  

“By adding Endgame’s federal services team, Accenture Federal Services can better equip our clients to 

identify and eradicate malicious attacks faster and more effectively,” said David Moskovitz, Accenture 

Federal Services chief executive. “As the digital explosion is dramatically increasing the attack surface, 

rapidly identifying, isolating and remediating intrusions will be central to the next generation of cyber 

defense.” 

  

In connection with this transaction, Accenture Security will be enhancing its existing alliance with 

Endgame by reselling Endgame’s EDR platform and enhancing Accenture’s deep bench of skilled 

https://newsroom.accenture.com/news/accenture-to-acquire-defense-point-security-to-bolster-cybersecurity-services-increase-capabilities-to-help-us-federal-agencies-maximize-their-cyber-defense.htm
https://newsroom.accenture.com/news/accenture-to-acquire-defense-point-security-to-bolster-cybersecurity-services-increase-capabilities-to-help-us-federal-agencies-maximize-their-cyber-defense.htm
https://newsroom.accenture.com/news/accenture-to-acquire-defense-point-security-to-bolster-cybersecurity-services-increase-capabilities-to-help-us-federal-agencies-maximize-their-cyber-defense.htm
https://newsroom.accenture.com/news/accenture-acquires-fusionx-further-bolstering-ability-to-help-clients-assess-and-respond-to-advanced-cyber-threats.htm
https://newsroom.accenture.com/news/accenture-acquires-maglan-expands-security-services-in-israel.htm
https://newsroom.accenture.com/news/accenture-to-expand-proactive-cybersecurity-defense-services-capabilities-with-acquisition-of-endgame-federal-services-business.htm
https://newsroom.accenture.com/news/accenture-to-expand-proactive-cybersecurity-defense-services-capabilities-with-acquisition-of-endgame-federal-services-business.htm
https://www.accenture.com/us-en/security-index
https://newsroom.accenture.com/news/accenture-and-endgame-form-alliance-to-help-organizations-hunt-block-and-remove-cyber-adversaries.htm
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security professionals to best leverage the platform for Accenture’s global client base. Endgame’s 

platform has provided differentiated value to stop malicious cyber activity before it causes damage and 

loss of critical assets, which has been recently validated by its $18.8 million EDR contract with the U.S. 

Air Force to prevent, stop and hunt advanced adversaries. 

  

Recently, Accenture and Endgame launched its alliance and created a hunt-as-a-service offering  for 

commercial clients – which will soon be available for government clients. Additionally, Endgame’s 

world-class cyber threat hunting skills will further strengthen Accenture Security’s already deep cyber 

hunt capabilities. This transaction gives Endgame the opportunity to continue to support and grow its 

base of federal and commercial customers of its EDR platform. 

  

“Accenture has built an unparalleled services business supporting some of the world’s highly complex 

organizations,” said Nate Fick, CEO of Endgame. “We see this as a natural evolution of our existing 

strong services partnership with Accenture that provides them with the ability to expand their 

cybersecurity services while Endgame focuses on accelerating growth of our EDR platform. Endgame 

will stay laser-focused on delivering the best security product in the world to our customers.” 

  

Accenture Federal Services has made several investments in the cybersecurity space in the past several 

months including its acquisition of Defense Point Security LLC, a privately held cybersecurity company 

that supports the U.S. federal government and specializes in advanced cyber defense and response 

capabilities. 

                                                                                                                                                             

Terms of the transaction are not being disclosed and the closing of the acquisition is subject to 

regulatory review and other customary closing conditions. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Capgemini Acquires Digital Strategy and Design Consultancy Idean 

16 February 2017 

Capgemini announced today the acquisition of Idean, a fast-growing digital strategy and experience 

design consultancy, headquartered in Palo Alto, with additional studios in Austin, Los Angeles, New 

York, San Francisco, Helsinki and Berlin. Idean will reinforce the Group's user-centered and digital-first 

experience design and strategy services, particularly in North America, and extend its network of Digital 

studios; helping to meet growing customer demand for the Group's end to end digital services. 

"Customer demand is shifting; service providers who bring digital design, creativity, and agility to 

redefine the customer experience are developing a strategic dialog with their clients, driving uniquely 

differentiated outcomes, and gaining market share as true digital partners. The acquisition of Idean is 

part of the Group's growth strategy focused on innovation and digital particularly in North 

America," comments Paul Hermelin, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, Capgemini Group. "Idean's 

Scandinavian design ethos and Silicon Valley mindset are a perfect fit to further enhance Capgemini's 

progressive digital customer experience offerings." 

Founded in Helsinki, Finland, in 1999, Idean focuses primarily on digital user experience (UX), 

customer experience (CX), and digital strategy. Over the last eighteen years its team of now 150+ digital 

strategists, experience designers and front-end developers have been working for a wide array of US and 

European clients, including disruptive Bay Area start-ups, global tech leaders many of whom are west 

https://newsroom.accenture.com/news/accenture-and-endgame-form-alliance-to-help-organizations-hunt-block-and-remove-cyber-adversaries.htm
https://newsroom.accenture.com/news/accenture-and-endgame-announce-managed-hunting-service-to-help-organizations-kill-cybersecurity-threats-in-real-time.htm
https://newsroom.accenture.com/news/accenture-completes-defense-point-security-acquisition-bolsters-cybersecurity-defense-services-for-us-federal-agencies.htm
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=aIuFz86vCH_NObG-G3AP4_PBpQ4svSZamT3aH1RdM4gTBTWYVa7CPCX_z0s9hb3EeAdYEBcQGKTV03CQetPThw==
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coast based, prominent brands in automotive and consumer electronics, and companies reinventing 

themselves for the digital era; clients include LG, Mercedes-Benz, Sony, Volkswagen, 23andMe, 

Airbus, Cole Haan, Ericsson, IBM, Intel, and Kesko. Starting from a deep understanding of users, Idean 

engages with clients in three main areas: envisioning strategic opportunities, designing and building 

digital experiences, and changing cultures by developing competencies in new ways of working and 

design thinking. 

"We formed Idean to help organizations identify new strategic opportunities and create digital design 

experiences that were based on a deep understanding of their users," explains Risto Lahdesmaki, CEO 

and Founder of Idean, who will join Capgemini. "Joining forces with Capgemini is extremely exciting 

and the logical next step of our journey. Idean clients will immediately benefit from an expanded and 

extensive portfolio of services for digital strategy and CX transformation, deep industry expertise in 

connected vehicles and IoT, and global end-to-end delivery. For our people, joining Capgemini will also 

open up new opportunities, from working on new clients and new projects with Capgemini teams, to 

expanded career prospects." 

This transaction is expected to close by the end of February 2017. 

Click here to return to Contents 

GRAITEC Acquires PSS, Expands in Russia 

13 February 2017 

GRAITEC, an international BIM and CAD software developer for AEC, and Autodesk® Platinum 

Partner in US and across Europe, is delighted to announce the acquisition of the Russian engineering 

and consulting company PSS. This will significantly enhance the GRAITEC Group worldwide portfolio 

and its focus on developing software for streamlining BIM workflows. 

Founded in 1994, PSS is based in Saint Petersburg with 43 employees and three regional offices 

throughout Russia: Tula, Krasnodar and Novosibirsk. PSS specialises in implementation and expert 

technical support for BIM solutions in the design and construction, has over twenty years' experience of 

PDM implementation in the AEC Industry and is also an Autodesk Silver Value Added Reseller (VAR). 

GRAITEC was already operating in Russia since 2009 through its subsidiary "GRAITEC Russia" with a 

focus on the Steel Industry market segment, especially by selling and servicing the Autodesk Advance 

Steel Product. As of December 2016, GRAITEC has purchased PSS to reinforce its position on the BIM 

market and contribute to its considerable growth throughout the VAR network and CIS market covering 

Russia. This move will provide significant benefits to PSS customers with the GRAITEC product line, 

most specifically the GRAITEC PowerPack for Revit – a range of unique commands and functionalities 

designed to improve productivity when working with Autodesk® Revit®, exclusively available from 

GRAITEC. 

GRAITEC has acquired 100% of PSS shares on December 29th 2016. The price of the acquisition has 

not been disclosed. For the time being, PSS will continue to operate under the PSS brand, maintaining 

its working principles for clients and partners. 

Click here to return to Contents 

http://www.graitec.com/us/index.asp
http://www.pss.spb.ru/
http://www.graitec.com/us/powerpack-for-revit
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Company News 

BIMobject Expands its Operation and Opens a Subsidiary in France 

16 February 2017 

BIMobject announces an expansion into France, as a part of BIMobject AB's  ("BIMobject") growth 

strategy to be a market leader. BIMobject France SAS ("BIMobject France") is created and is a wholly 

owned subsidiary to BIMobject situated in Paris. The French subsidiary is intended to be a solid base for 

sales and content management within the French market. 

BIMobject sees the French market as a big industrial nation with strong technical, architectural and 

design qualities and as an important strategic and geographic base for sales and content management. 

The French construction industry is big, and many well known manufacturers of materials and building 

products have their offices or headquarters situated in France. 

BIMobject has been involved in a close cooperation with Abvent since September 2013. Their 

experienced team has continuously worked with the solutions of BIMobject in the French market. This 

team has now been hired by BIMobject France and they cover all the competences required to drive the 

company forward. They possess a combination of skills in sales, digital content management and 

entrepreneurship. To further accelerate our growth as the market leader, we will strengthen the 

workforce with more experts within these fields. 

"In order to accelerate the growth even more in the French market and maintain the continued 

development of knowledge, the subsidiary in France has been established. Through local presence we 

aim to aggressively expand our market share in France and thus take a further important strategic step in 

our market growth. We look forward to this expansion of our business with confidence, and we have 

now established a strategy in France that is in line with our other plans, "said Stefan Larsson, founder 

and CEO of BIMobject AB. 

Click here to return to Contents 

CGTech Joins CCAM, Commonwealth Center for Advanced Manufacturing 

17 February 2017 

The Commonwealth Center for Advanced Manufacturing (CCAM), an applied research center providing 

solutions in adaptive automation, surface engineering, and additive manufacturing, today announced that 

CGTech will join as its newest Affiliate member. CGTech will participate in CCAM research and 

provide extremely valuable verification/optimization capabilities to complement CCAM’s current 

machining capabilities.   

“CCAM is delighted to have CGTech become our newest Affiliate member,” says Will Powers, CCAM 

President and CEO. “They will bring significant capabilities to enhance the productivity for our current 

and future members”.   

“CGTech’s VERICUT software supports applications utilized by many of our members. It will help our 

research team simulate CNC machining to detect potential inefficiencies or conflicts prior to the 

machining process”, stated Ron Volpicella, Research Manager at CCAM.   

“With many customers and partners already part of CCAM, it was a natural fit to join the research 

center,” said Jon Prun, President of CGTech. “We look forward to working with the other CCAM 
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members to help deliver improved efficiency to industry.” 

The CCAM industry and government consortium now numbers 30 members, including Aerojet 

Rocketdyne, Airbus, Alcoa, Chromalloy, Kyocera SGS Precision Tools, Newport News Shipbuilding, 

Oerlikon Metco, Rolls-Royce, Sandvik Coromant, Siemens, Blaser Swisslube, Canon Virginia Inc., 

EOS, GF Machining Solutions, Hermle Machine Co., Mitutoyo, Paradigm Precision, RTI International 

Metals, Inc., Buehler, Cool Clean Technologies, Hexagon AB, Mechdyne, National Instruments, Spatial 

Integrated Systems (SIS), and the NASA Langley Research Center.    

The five Academic Members include: Old Dominion University, University of Virginia, Virginia 

Commonwealth University, Virginia State University, and Virginia Tech. 

Click here to return to Contents 

IBM, Fybr IoT Partnership Aims To Make Cities More Intelligent 

13 February 2017 

In a joint effort to improve the quality of life in urban areas, IoT and Smart City platform provider Fybr 

has teamed with IBM’s Watson Internet of Things group. This new partnership will bring sensor data 

from Fybr’s Smart City Platform to IBM’s Bluemix Cloud to take advantage of Watson's advanced 

analytics capabilities to add continuous learning and contextual data to Fybr’s sensor data. 

IBM describes Watson IoT as “a cognitive computing system that learns from experience.” With Fybr’s 

gateways and edge devices sending data on things like traffic, air quality and lighting to the IBM 

Bluemix Cloud, Watson can combine the information sent from Fybr Smart City implementations with 

other data such as news, weather, or historical events. By optimizing public safety, traffic, energy data 

and more, local leaders can make intelligent and informed decisions more rapidly—enhancing livability 

and sustainability within a community. 

With more than two-thirds of the World’s population expected to live in urban areas by 2050, the 

evolution of urban infrastructure has never been more critical for community advancement and overall 

quality of life. The partnership between the Fybr Smart City Platform and IBM's Watson IoT platform 

can help to address growing urban challenges. 

“We have integrated the Fybr Engine with the IBM Watson Analytics Platform running on the IBM 

Bluemix Cloud,” said Mrinal Wadhwa, Chief Technology Officer of Fybr. “By combining data from 

Fybr devices with data in other systems that a customer may have on the Bluemix Cloud and then using 

Watson’s advanced analytical and machine learning capabilities, we can bring significant benefits to a 

city by delivering more contextual, actionable and meaningful insights.” 

“In the course of helping build smart cities over the last decade, we continually hear a need for better 

tools to tackle the problems of safety, efficiency, and public responsiveness. Fybr builds intelligent 

systems that leverage technology to make communities more efficient—all while reducing costs,” said 

Rik Goodwin, PhD., Chief Operating Officer of Fybr. “Working with IBM and Watson, we can help 

local leaders leverage the benefits of emerging technologies in a manner that is cost-effective and 

reliable.” 

Bob Glatz, CEO of Fybr added “If cities can have systems and policies that adapt to the data produced 

by billions of interconnected sensors and devices, they can positively impact the quality of life within 

their community. The insights that IBM's Watson would bring to the Fybr Smart City Platform will be a 

tremendous asset for local, state, and federal agencies.” 
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Click here to return to Contents 

Renesas Electronics Extends Embedded Technology Leadership by Joining Civil Infrastructure 

Platform Project 

15 February 2017 

The Civil Infrastructure Platform (CIP) project today announced that Renesas Electronics Corporation 

has joined as a Platinum member. The CIP community is working to establish an open source base layer 

of software to enable the use and implementation of software building blocks that meet the safety and 

reliability requirements of industrial and civil infrastructure. Renesas joins founding Platinum members 

Hitachi, Siemens and Toshiba and Silver members Codethink and Plat'Home. CIP is hosted by The 

Linux Foundation, the nonprofit advancing professional open source management for mass 

collaboration. 

CIP launched in the spring of 2016 to address the needs of organizations in industries such as power 

generation and distribution, water, oil and gas, transportation and building automation for reliable and 

secure Linux-based embedded systems that can be sustained over a period of 10 to as many as 60 years. 

By establishing this base layer, CIP aims to speed implementation of civil infrastructure systems, build 

upon existing open source foundations and expertise, establish de facto standards by providing a base 

layer reference implementation, and contribute to and influence upstream projects regarding industrial 

needs. 

"As the first semiconductor supplier to join the Civil Infrastructure Platform project, we are pleased to 

extend our commitment to open technology development," said Ichiro Tomioka, Vice President, Head of 

the ICT & Office Business Division at Renesas Electronics Corporation. "Contributing to the 

development of shared technology is critical to Renesas Electronics, in addition to our work with Yocto 

Project and Automotive Grade Linux. We are one of the most active contributors to Linux itself. We 

hope to work with the CIP community to further advance this important project." 

Click here to return to Contents 

Sopheon Recognized as Top Solution Provider by Consumer Goods Innovators for 7th Consecutive 

Year 

14 February 2017 

Sopheon is proud to be recognized for the seventh consecutive year by Consumer Goods Technology 

(CGT) magazine’s 2017 Reader’s Choice Survey as a top provider of New Product Development & 

Introduction (NPDI) solutions for the consumer goods industry. 

Andy Michuda, CEO at Sopheon, stated: “It is an honor to be recognized year after year. It means that 

much more that innovation leaders choose to partner with Sopheon in today’s consumer-driven age 

when they have such a broad variety of solutions available to them.” 

Sopheon’s extensive experience working with innovation leaders − including 25% of the world’s largest 

and most successful consumer goods, food and beverage manufacturers − has uniquely positioned us to 

enable our clients to execute strategic plans for digital transformation, speed and business agility. 

Sopheon’s mission is to support customers in achieving exceptional long-term growth and profitability, 

ensuring relevance for their long-term future. 

https://www.cip-project.org/
https://www.linuxfoundation.org/
https://consumergoods.com/readers-choice-survey-2017
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As stated by CGT magazine: “In these modern times, you can’t run a successful, competitive consumer 

goods business without forging a solid foundation in technology. And you can’t build that foundation 

without enlisting help from reliable technology and service partners.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Tech Mahindra wins Golden Peacock Award for Corporate Ethics 

10 February 2017 

Tech Mahindra has been declared winner of the prestigious Golden Peacock Award for Corporate Ethics 

(GPACE) for the year 2016. The award will be conferred by Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley at a 

special presentation ceremony scheduled to be held in Mumbai on February 17. 

Instituted by the Institute of Directors (IOD) in 1991, Golden Peacock Awards are regarded as a 

benchmark of Corporate Excellence worldwide. Justice P N Bhagwati, former Chief Justice of India, is 

the Chairman Emeritus of Golden Peacock Awards while Justice M N Venkatachaliah, Chairman, 

Institute Of Directors and former Chief Justice, Supreme Court of India is the Chairman. 

Every year, the nomination committee receives around 1000 applications for various categories of 

awards which are evaluated following a three-tier evaluation process. The Awards Jury that selected the 

winner of the ‘Golden Peacock Award for Corporate Ethics’ for 2016, was chaired by Justice Arijit 

Pasayat, former Judge, Supreme Court of India and former Chairman, Competition Appellate Tribunal 

& Authority for Advance Ruling (Customs, Central Excise & Service Tax). 

“As an organization, it has been our constant endeavor to incorporate the highest standards of corporate 

ethics and governance in our practices. We are extremely delighted to be recognized through this 

prestigious award,” said Milind Kulkarni, Chief Financial Officer, Tech Mahindra. 

Earlier in 2016, Tech Mahindra’s Business Services Group (BSG) was a recipient of the Golden 

Peacock Business Excellence Award for 2015. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Touchscreen Software Added to Altair Partner Alliance 

13 February 2017 

The Altair Partner Alliance (APA) is pleased to announce the addition of Fieldscale’s SENSE to its 

software offering. Sense is an intuitive and highly advanced touchscreen design and simulation tool. The 

cutting-edge algorithms provide accurate results up to ten times faster than any other simulation 

software. As a result, engineers save effort and time and products are launched sooner and with 

increased profit margins.  

 

“Altair is committed to continually providing cutting-edge and comprehensive solutions to assist 

electronics companies in creating innovative products to stay ahead of competition,” said Molly Heskitt, 

Senior Director of Business Development. “Expanding our partnership with Fieldscale, we are excited to 

introduce Sense software in our offering, which will further empower electronics product designers to 

create robust solutions and shorten development cycles.” 

 

Sense was developed after months of research on touchscreen industry needs and the product design 

http://www.altairhyperworks.com/APAHome.aspx
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process. The greatest challenges of effectively using simulation in touchscreen design were all identified 

and tackled one by one. In Sense, it takes a matter of seconds to set up the design by choosing the 

analysis type, the controller, the pattern and the stack-up. The parametric analysis capability saves 

engineers valuable time, enabling the simultaneous testing of hundreds of finger positions in all three 

dimensions. Algorithms that run in the background are optimized to deliver results with maximum 

accuracy in a minimal amount of time. Results are presented in heat maps and interactive plots and can 

be easily filtered and exported. Sense is the new essential tool for touchscreen design. 

 

“Sense is the first of a long line of new generation simulation tools. Simplifying the simulation by hiding 

all expertise behind a simple intelligent app environment will enable more engineers to use simulation in 

their design processes,” said Yiorgos Bontzios, CEO at Fieldscale. “We are thrilled that Altair is our ally 

and together we head to the new era of simulations.” 

 

The touchscreen industry is emerging with all of the new applications and technology developed today. 

Flexible and curved touch displays, wearables and several applications in this era of the automotive 

industry are just a few industries that Sense will impact. Design engineers can test new materials, new 

pattern designs and new technologies, all within Sense’s plug-and-play environment.  

 

An introductory webinar for Fieldscale will be held on March 2 at 10 a.m. ET. For more information 

about the software, please visit the product page for Sense.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Events News 

CGTech Announces 24 North American VERICUT Users’ Exchange Events 

13 February 2017 

Each year CGTech hosts many VERICUT Users' Exchange (VUE) events for its customers. In 2016, 

more than 1,600 VERICUT users attended over 45 VUE events in 15 countries. CGTech has announced 

24 North American VUE locations scheduled in 2017, and the first will be held on Tuesday, March 7th, 

in Irvine near CGTech headquarters. Attendees will learn about new software features, tips and tricks for 

improving manufacturing efficiency and optimization, and will have the opportunity to meet with 

CGTech staff and influence the future direction of the software. There is no charge to attend. 

  

VERICUT Users’ Exchange 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Courtyard Marriott Irvine Spectrum 

Irvine, Calif.  

The agenda is customer-driven following a survey that was distributed at the end of 2016. In addition to 

tips & tricks, the agenda will include a review of recently implemented and planned enhancements.  

A list of all currently scheduled worldwide VUE events can be found on the website.  

Click here to return to Contents 

http://web2.altairhyperworks.com/introduction-to-fieldscale-sense
http://www.altairhyperworks.com/partner/sense
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Siemens PLM Software Manufacturing Operations Management Portfolio Seminar on March 16  

14 February 2017 

In a scenario where business is more and more impacted by the Internet and end customers are 

increasingly able to tell manufacturers exactly what they want and when: 

 Manufacturers must respond quickly 

 With improved flexibility to enable individualized mass production 

 With efficiency to reduce energy and resource consumption. 

Merely focusing on the automation of manufacturing processes or on the cost and efficiency of 

individual production operations is no longer enough to compete in the global marketplace. A holistic 

approach, spanning the entire value chain and including suppliers, is necessary.  

The growing complexity and variation of markets is forcing manufacturers to rethink their source-make-

deliver processes, depending on target market locations, requirements and conditions. This requires a 

closer integration of manufacturing operations in the company’s overall value chain – which will in turn 

call for harmonization of technologies, the capability to handle massive data flows, the use of 

appropriate metrics and last but not least, the correct interpretation of this information. 

This Seminar will feature a Michael McClellan from MESA International and examples of how 

automating the manufacturing process can deliver value.  

 

When: Thursday, March 16, 2017 @ 8:00 am – 4:00 pm CT  

Where: Sheraton Bloomington Hotel 

5601 West 78th Street, Bloomington MN 55439  

Meeting Room: Chadwick   

Click here to return to Contents 

Financial News 

Flowserve Corporation Reports Q4 and FY 2016 Results, Issues 2017 Financial Guidance 

16 February 2017 

Flowserve Corporation today reported its financial results for the fourth quarter and full year 

ended December 31, 2016. 

Fourth Quarter 2016 Highlights 

 Reported Earnings Per Share (EPS) of $0.50 includes $0.22 per share of adjusted items, as 

detailed below, and approximately $0.03 per share of negative currency translation 

 Adjusted EPS[1] was $0.72 excluding the adjusted items but including the negative currency 

translation 

 Adjusted items include $0.20 per share of realignment expenses and $0.02 of purchase price 

accounting expenses and Brazil inventory write-down 

 Sales were $1.07 billion, down 14.7% on a constant currency basis 

http://www.sheraton.com/bloomington?elqTrack=true
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 Aftermarket sales were $502 million in the fourth quarter, down 8.7% on a constant currency 

basis 

 Total bookings were $908 million, down 4.2% on a constant currency basis 

 Aftermarket bookings were $446 million, or 49% of total bookings, flat with prior year on a 

constant currency basis 

 Reported gross and operating margins of 31.0% and 10.0% increased 10 basis points and 

decreased 60 basis points, respectively 

 Adjusted gross and operating margins[2] were 33.2% and 13.2% declined 20 basis points and 

130 basis points, respectively 

Full Year 2016 and Other Highlights 

 Reported EPS of $1.11 includes $1.08 per share of adjusted items, as detailed below, and 

approximately $0.09 per share of negative currency translation 

 Adjusted EPS[1] was $2.19 excluding the adjusted items but including the negative currency 

translation 

 Adjusted items include $0.58 per share of realignment expenses, $0.47 per share to reserve for 

certain Latin American non-cash exposures, $0.05 of integration and purchase price accounting 

expenses and $0.02 of below-the-line foreign exchange benefit 

 Full year sales were $3.99 billion, down 10.0% on a constant currency basis 

 Aftermarket sales were $1.80 billion, down 5.9% on a constant currency basis 

 Full year bookings were $3.76 billion, representing a full year book-to-bill ratio of 94% 

 Full year aftermarket bookings were $1.82 billion, or 49% of total bookings, flat with prior year 

on a constant currency basis 

 Achieved approximately $93 million of full year incremental cost savings from the realignment 

program, including $12 million during the 2016 fourth quarter 

 Backlog at December 31, 2016 was $1.90 billion, down 12.7% versus prior year 

“Flowserve delivered fourth quarter and full year 2016 results in-line with our expectations, supported 

by continued progress on our realignment program,” said Mark Blinn, Flowserve’s President and Chief 

Executive Officer. “Our focus on disciplined cost management and efficiency enhancing initiatives 

helped mitigate what continues to be a challenging industry environment. We were pleased to have 

experienced another quarter of generally stable crude prices and are encouraged by the general increased 

sense of optimism about the macroeconomic environment. These factors, however, have yet to translate 

into increased bookings levels, as customers remained cautious in new project awards and maintenance 

activities during the fourth quarter, and in their acceptance of completed project work. Importantly, for 

both the fourth quarter and for the full year, our aftermarket bookings stabilized relative to prior year 

levels, which is a positive development for Flowserve. We continue to achieve meaningful cost savings 

from our transformational realignment program and look forward to completing the vast majority of 

the $400 million program in 2017. 

“While we are cautiously optimistic that certain energy and industrial customers’ budgets may improve 
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off current low levels, we are not anticipating a recovery in our 2017 planning due to continued 

geopolitical, end market and macro uncertainties. Accordingly, our near term focus remains on 

controlling what we can by improving our speed to market, enhancing our project execution, and 

completing our strategic realignment program. We believe that these initiatives will position the 

company successfully through cycles regardless of market conditions. We will remain disciplined in our 

approach to the work we pursue, and are confident that our actions will drive a leaner and more efficient 

operating platform. Flowserve remains well positioned to drive value for our shareholders over the long 

term.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

ModuleWorks Announces Record Year in 2016 

13 February 2017 

ModuleWorks announces a record year for 2016 with a revenue increase of 20% on the previous year. 

The revenue comes from the growing base of over 120 customers worldwide across an increasing range 

of application areas, from multi-axis toolpath generation and simulation solutions for traditional 

CAD/CAM applications to more and more specialized application areas such as dentistry, tool grinding, 

gear machining, robotics and 3D printing.  

The growth in revenue and customers has allowed ModuleWorks to further expand its software 

development teams in Germany, Romania and Ukraine to over 100 developers. It also allows greater 

investment in research and development projects with academic and industrial partners. The results of 

these projects, for example high precision machining for optics, are already finding their way into 

commercial applications. 

The trend towards real-time simulation on CNC controllers continues to strengthen and the latest 

advances in the ModuleWorks real-time CNC collision avoidance software were showcased on industry 

leading controllers at the IMTS in Chicago and the AMB in Stuttgart.  

In 2016 ModuleWorks hosted the first ModuleWorks Insider Conference (MIC 2016). Over 50 

representatives from the world’s leading CAM software companies attended the two-day conference to 

learn about the latest software developments and discuss the future of the CAM industry. ModuleWorks 

software components are a core technology used by the majority of leading CAM vendors around the 

world. The MIC gives vendors a unique opportunity to discuss and steer the roadmaps for the future 

development of these components. The next MIC event is already being planned. 

 “We are very pleased with yet another exceptional year” says Yavuz Murtezaoglu, Managing Director 

of ModuleWorks. “Joint industry projects and events like the MIC confirm that working together with 

our partners is the best way to accelerate the development of powerful software solutions that benefit 

vendors and end-users. We look forward to working together with even more partners and to continued 

success in 2017.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

PTC India Ltd's Q3FY17 Standalone Profits Released 

13 February 2017 

PTC India's Q3FY17 standalone results for the quarter came in mixed versus consensus estimates. 

http://www.indiainfoline.com/company/ptc-india-ltd/20076
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Revenue for the quarter came in 4.8 % lower than the estimated figure of Rs. 3267.6 crores. EBITDA 

for the quarter came in 16.4 % higher than the estimated figure of Rs. 46.1 crores. And lastly, net profit 

for the quarter came in 12.5 % lower than the estimated figure of Rs. 48.625 crores. 

 

PTC India standalone revenue for the quarter came in at Rs. 3111.69 crores, registering a 7.8% yoy 

increase. 

 

EBITDA for the quarter fell by 6.7% yoy to Rs. 54 crores with a corresponding margin contraction of 27 

bps. EBITDA margin for the quarter stood at 1.7%. This margin contraction was aided by increase in 

Employee Benefit Expenses by 8% yoy. 

 

The PAT for the quarter came in at Rs. 43 crores, a yoy decline of 9.1%. This was due to 127% increase 

in finance cost. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Trimble Reports Q4 and FY 2016 Results  

8 February 2017 

Fourth quarter 2016 revenue of $585.5 million was up 5 percent as compared to the fourth quarter of 

2015. Engineering and Construction revenue was $320.2 million, up less than 1 percent. Field Solutions 

revenue was $83.3 million, up 5 percent. Mobile Solutions revenue was $146.8 million, up 11 percent. 

Advanced Devices revenue was $35.2 million, up 21 percent. 

GAAP operating income was $55.3 million, up 68 percent as compared to the fourth quarter of 2015. 

GAAP operating margin was 9.4 percent of revenue as compared to 5.9 percent of revenue in the fourth 

quarter of 2015. 

GAAP net income was $37.7 million, up 57 percent as compared to the fourth quarter of 2015. Diluted 

GAAP earnings per share were $0.15 as compared to diluted GAAP earnings per share of $0.09 in the 

fourth quarter of 2015. 

Non-GAAP operating income of $107.2 million was up 18 percent as compared to the fourth quarter of 

2015. Non-GAAP operating margin was 18.3 percent of revenue as compared to 16.3 percent of revenue 

in the fourth quarter of 2015. 

Non-GAAP net income of $79.8 million was up 19 percent as compared to the fourth quarter of 2015. 

Diluted non-GAAP earnings per share were $0.31 as compared to diluted non-GAAP earnings per share 

of $0.27 in the fourth quarter of 2015. The GAAP tax rate for the quarter was 34 percent as compared to 

16 percent in the fourth quarter of 2015, and the non-GAAP tax rate was 24 percent, unchanged from the 

fourth quarter of 2015. 

During the fourth quarter, Trimble repurchased approximately 0.6 million shares of its common stock 

for $17 million. 

"Both the fourth quarter and full year performances demonstrated progression," said Steve Berglund, 

Trimble's president and chief executive officer. "For the second half of the year, every segment reported 

both organic revenue growth and margin expansion. We anticipate 2017 will demonstrate continued 

growth and margin improvement." 

Fiscal 2016 Financial Summary 
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Fiscal 2016 revenue of $2.4 billion was up 3 percent as compared to fiscal 2015. Engineering and 

Construction revenue was $1.3 billion, up 2 percent. Field Solutions revenue was $354.3 million, down 

slightly. Mobile Solutions revenue was $559.7 million, up 8 percent. Advanced Devices revenue 

was $134.6 million, up 2 percent. 

GAAP operating income was $181.0 million, up 17 percent as compared to fiscal 2015. GAAP 

operating margin was 7.7 percent of revenue as compared to 6.7 percent of revenue in fiscal 2015. 

GAAP net income was $132.4 million, up 9 percent as compared to fiscal 2015. Diluted GAAP earnings 

per share were $0.52 as compared to diluted GAAP earnings per share of $0.47 in fiscal 2015. 

Non-GAAP operating income of $405.5 million was up 4 percent as compared to fiscal 2015. Non-

GAAP operating margin was 17.2 percent of revenue as compared to 17.0 percent of revenue in fiscal 

2015. 

Non-GAAP net income of $302.4 million was up 4 percent as compared to fiscal 2015. Diluted non-

GAAP earnings per share were $1.19 as compared to diluted non-GAAP earnings per share of $1.13 in 

fiscal 2015. The GAAP tax rate for the year was 25 percent as compared to 20 percent in fiscal 2015, 

and the non-GAAP tax rate was 24 percent, unchanged from fiscal 2015. 

Operating cash flow for fiscal 2016 was $407.1 million, up 15 percent as compared to fiscal 2015. 

Deferred revenue for fiscal 2016 was $284.2 million, up 8 percent as compared to fiscal 2015. 

During fiscal 2016, Trimble repurchased approximately 4.9 million shares of its common stock for $119 

million. Approximately $130 million remains under the current share repurchase authorization. 

Forward Looking Guidance 

For the first quarter of 2017 Trimble expects revenue to be between $585 million and $615 million with 

GAAP earnings per share of $0.12 to $0.17 and non-GAAP earnings per share of $0.27 to $0.32. Non-

GAAP guidance excludes the amortization of intangibles of $32 million related to previous acquisitions, 

anticipated acquisition costs of $3 million, the anticipated impact of stock-based compensation expense 

of $14 million, and $2 million in anticipated restructuring charges. GAAP and non-GAAP guidance 

assumes a tax rate of 24 percent. Both GAAP and non-GAAP earnings per share assume approximately 

256 million shares outstanding. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Implementation Investments 

Historic French Furrier Selects Gerber's YuniquePLM® In The Cloud Solution to Ensure High 

Quality and Reduce Labor Costs 

15 February 2017 

Gerber Technology today announced that Hotel Particulier is the first in France to implement 

YuniquePLM In The Cloud for improved quality and quicker time to market.   

"In order to provide the fur trade with a high-quality product, the software behind the scenes needs to 

match," said Eddy Rizal, CEO of Hotel Particulier. "YuniquePLM In The Cloud will allow us to have 

more effective management of the product development cycle, while simultaneously improving product 

quality." 
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By implementing YuniquePLM In The Cloud, Hotel Particulier will have effective management of their 

product life cycle by improving communications of product status and data with its integrated how-to-

measure guides, style and image versioning and auto generation of comments. Comparative workflow 

views also allow for a more streamlined operation across all channels. 

"Hotel Particulier is going to notice an immediate shift in how timely and efficient their online tracking 

will become," said Bill Brewster, vice president and general manager, enterprise software solutions for 

Gerber Technology. "The user-friendly interface and tangible usability features are sure to make user 

adoption quick and simple." 

Click here to return to Contents 

LTP Group Tailors the Perfect Fit for Growth with Infor 

13 February 2017 

Infor today announced Danish-owned fashion manufacturer LTP Group has selected Infor CloudSuite 

Fashion to be deployed throughout its production facilities in Europe and the Far East. The suite of 

applications will help drive growth by delivering the benefits of standardization and enable LTP to offer 

increased customer value by combining the product lifecycle management (PLM) and enterprise 

resource planning (ERP) capabilities within the suite. 

 

LTP Group (l-t-p.com) is a contract garment manufacturer for brands such as Kjus, House of Lola and 

Peak Performance, as well as furniture manufacture. It has over 1,200 employees throughout seven 

factories, producing more than three million items a year. 

 

Handling such high production volumes, LTP faces the challenges of continual changes to designs 

whilst earlier iterations of those designs are in production. In order to accommodate this dynamic 

environment, LTP sought a solution that could offer full ERP and PLM integration, whilst still 

delivering standard processes. 

 

Following a thorough review of the market and extensive benchmarking, Infor CloudSuite Fashion was 

chosen on the basis of its deep, fashion industry-specific functionality and the clear, quick link between 

the ERP and PLM capabilities. Furthermore, Infor CloudSuite Fashion will also help improve lead-time 

and warehousing processes throughout the LTP supply chain including the handling of sub-suppliers. 

 

LTP chose to implement via the cloud because it will enable LTP to remain focused on its core business 

whilst Infor assumes responsibility for the hosting, maintenance and upgrades of the technology. Cloud 

deployment also offers consistency across the different geographies within the Group and a simple path 

for future expansion. 

 

"In an industry as competitive and innovative as fashion, the ability to create customer value by 

integrating product development with the back-end processes can be a real advantage," said Morten 

Ostergaard, CEO, LTP Group. "Our investment in Infor technology is first and foremost about ensuring 

we are positioned for growth, able to respond to customer demands more quickly and with greater 

agility." 

 

"Fashion manufacturers continue to look to technology to offer not only the cost savings of 
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standardization, but also the innovative tools of growth," said Andrew Dalziel, industry and solution 

strategy director, Infor. "The cloud underpins both of these benefits and will help deliver consistency, 

standardization and speed to LTP." 

Click here to return to Contents 

Pespow S.p.A Partners with Centric Software 

16 February 2017 

Pespow, a global Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) and creative partner to fashion brands from 

across the globe, has selected Centric’s Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solution. Centric PLM 

will help support Pespow as well as its customers throughout the design, development and 

manufacturing process.  

To ensure that the company’s goals of meeting their customers’ requirements were met, Pespow 

embarked on a rigorous and comprehensive PLM solution selection. 

“We wanted a flexible, configurable and dependable tool to meet the needs of our customers,” explains 

Pierantonio Forato, Pespow CEO. “Most importantly, we wanted to find a PLM solution that we would 

be proud to share with our customers and Centric Software’s ‘single version of the truth’ ticked all the 

boxes.” 

Following an all-encompassing search, Centric was selected on its ability to manage the complex and 

multi-faceted nature of Pespow’s customer partnerships and relationships. 

“One of Pespow’s greatest assets is our ability to simultaneously manage many different types of 

collections, each with its own special characteristics in terms of sizes, variety, complexity, number of 

products, timelines and budgetary criteria. Centric PLM will allow us to offer a more distinctive service 

to our customers,” says Forato. 

Centric PLM will also ensure that Pespow stays true to its promise of combining innovation and 

tradition while ensuring the delivery of quality and differentiated products in a cost-effective manner. 

“Our goal is to work alongside our customers to design and manufacture capable products that represent 

and enhance the specific identity of each brand. Centric PLM will allow us to seamlessly blend tradition 

and innovation,” concluded Forato. 

“Pespow is a unique combination of tradition, passion and innovation. This is a mindset we admire and 

we look forward to a very successful partnership with Pespow for many years to come,” Chris Groves, 

Centric Software CEO. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Physical Electronics Chooses Astea for SaaS 

14 February 2017 

Astea International Inc., a global provider of service management and mobility solutions, announces that 

Physical Electronics (PHI), the world's leading supplier of UHV surface analysis instrumentation, has 

signed a software-as-a-service (SaaS) contract for Astea's service management and mobile workforce 

platform. Physical Electronics aims to leverage this powerful and feature-rich cloud solution to 

streamline and strengthen their service business reinforcing their commitment to providing world-class 

http://www.astea.com/en/solution-capabilities/service-lifecycle-management-solutions/page.aspx
http://www.astea.com/en/solutions/mobile-workforce-management/page.aspx
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service and support. 

Physical Electronics (PHI) is a subsidiary of ULVAC-PHI, the world's leading supplier of UHV surface 

analysis instrumentation used for research and development of advanced materials in a number of high-

technology fields including nanotechnology, microelectronics, storage media, bio-medical, and basic 

materials such as metals, polymers, and coatings. Physical Electronics selected Astea's platform because 

the solution is based on service excellence disciplines and best practice experiences drawn from Astea's 

long and established history in the industry. Astea's solution will provide a comprehensive and robust 

combination of capabilities such as mobile, field service, contract & warranty, depot repair, inventory, 

and performance management that will help Physical Electronics drive efficiencies and optimize their 

service delivery process. 

"Our ongoing success and differentiation is driven by providing exemplary service to our customers. We 

develop innovative technologies that provide unique tools to solve their challenging problems. Due to 

the complex nature of our equipment, we knew we needed a robust and proven solution that could 

provide us with an integrated service delivery platform without compromising our commitment to 

providing world-class service," stated Greg Homme, Director of Customer Service, Physical Electronics, 

Inc. 

Matt Roberts, Technical Training and Documentation Manager, Physical Electronics, added, "After an 

extensive search, we found that Astea's deep domain expertise in conjunction with their robust cloud 

solution offered the breadth and depth of functionality that is uniquely qualified to meet our 

comprehensive requirements." 

"Physical Electronics is a perfect example of a company that recognizes the importance of leveraging 

best-in-class technology solutions to support their ongoing commitment to consistently achieving the 

highest levels of service excellence," said Deb Geiger, VP Global Marketing of Astea International. "We 

are delighted that Physical Electronics selected Astea as their partner of choice." 

Astea is the only solution provider that offers all cornerstones of service lifecycle management: 

customer management; service management; asset management; complete forward and reverse logistics 

management; and mobile workforce management with enhanced scheduling optimization and actionable 

business intelligence.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Siemens Helps Land Rover BAR Develop America’s Cup Entry 

6 February 2017 

For almost three years, Siemens’ product lifecycle management (PLM) software business has been 

helping Land Rover BAR to design, evaluate, verify and produce Britain’s America’s Cup Class (ACC) 

catamaran – on-time and on-budget. Over 85,000 hours of design and build have resulted in a 15 meter 

boat that includes 1200 meters of electronic and electrical cabling connecting 190 sensors and four video 

cameras. Working with Siemens, the team successfully managed the ambitious schedule using an 

integrated software environment for product lifecycle development that enabled multiple disciplines to 

work together seamlessly. The result is a vessel – christened “Rita” today in a ceremony on the island of 

Bermuda – designed to bring the America's Cup back home to where it all began in 1851. 

“Siemens’ software technology has enabled us to simulate, analyze and test design solutions throughout 

the design and build process,” said Andy Claughton, Chief Technology Officer of Land Rover BAR. 

http://www.astea.com/en/solution-capabilities/solution-capabilities/mobile-workforce-management/page.aspx
http://www.astea.com/en/solution-capabilities/solution-capabilities/field-service/page.aspx
http://www.astea.com/en/solution-capabilities/solution-capabilities/contract-and-warranty-management/page.aspx
http://www.astea.com/en/solution-capabilities/solution-capabilities/depot-repair/page.aspx
http://www.astea.com/en/solution-capabilities/solution-capabilities/service-parts-and-logistics/page.aspx
http://www.astea.com/en/solution-capabilities/solution-capabilities/business-intelligence-for-performance-management/page.aspx
http://www.astea.com/en/solution-capabilities/service-lifecycle-management-solutions/page.aspx
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“Using this software has saved time and will allow us to continue to make improvements up to the 

competition, where we hope to bring the Cup home to Britain for the first time in race history.” 

Land Rover BAR chose solutions from Siemens PLM Software to adopt an integrated virtual 

environment for digital modeling and simulation. Software products include NX™ software for product 

design, Teamcenter® software for data management, the Fibersim™ portfolio of software for 

composites engineering and the Simcenter™ software portfolio, including Femap™ and STAR 

CCM+®, for engineering analysis and computational fluid dynamics (CFD) analysis. 

To effectively engineer a highly competitive and innovative racing boat, continuous improvements must 

be made to the design during development. PLM solutions from Siemens allow Land Rover BAR to 

create the digital twin of their boat for rapid evaluation and collaboration. NX, used for digital design 

and engineering analysis, enables rapid modifications to boat design during the development phase and 

automatic revisions to the digital model, based on virtual simulations. By discussing technical changes 

within the team on the basis of 3D models representing the digital twin, the design is improved more 

quickly and at less cost. Using Teamcenter as the digital thread across engineering processes allows the 

team to work with a single source of the latest product data. Teamcenter manages the complete product 

definition, revisions and the process of introducing changes. It maximizes the power of product and 

process knowledge to drive productivity and innovation. 

“We are proud of our partnership with Land Rover BAR and excited to see Rita compete in the 35th 

America’s Cup,” said Tony Hemmelgarn, President and CEO of Siemens PLM Software. “To be 

successful, the race requires teams to integrate seamlessly during development and design, and continue 

through testing. Our integrated industry solutions, combined with the expertise of the entire design and 

racing team from Land Rover BAR and partners, has resulted in an impressive world-class racing boat 

for the British team.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Travelport Ropes in Tata Consultancy Services as Technology Partner 

10 February 2017 

Travelport, a leading travel commerce platform providing distribution of technology, payment and other 

solutions to the global travel industry, has named Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) as its “primary 

technology partner”. The appointment of TCS follows an extensive selection process during which 

several of the world’s premier IT development companies were assessed on their ability to deliver 

“unrivalled” IT services. TCS was selected in recognition of its extensive domain strengths in the global 

travel industry and its ability to work alongside Travelport with “transformative intent”. According to a 

TCS release, TCS will partner with Travelport to innovate and shape a superior customer experience 

through the power of digital technologies. Travelport will also make use of TCS’ mathematical and 

digital expertise to accelerate the benefits of data and analytics in its business, the release added. 

Commenting on the appointment, Gordon Wilson, Travelport’s President and CEO, said: “The purpose 

of our heightened investment in technology is all about bringing new, innovative products and solutions 

to market even faster to meet the needs of our customers around the world. This forms an integral part of 

our overall growth plan and long-term strategy as we continue to redefine travel commerce and 

differentiate ourselves in the areas of airline merchandising, hotel distribution, mobile and B2B 

payments.” 

“We are delighted to expand our partnership to help further transform and re-imagine the Travelport 

http://www.plm.automation.siemens.com/en_us/products/nx/index.shtml
http://www.plm.automation.siemens.com/en_us/products/teamcenter/index.shtml
http://www.plm.automation.siemens.com/en_us/products/fibersim/index.shtml
http://www.plm.automation.siemens.com/en_us/products/simcenter/index.shtml
http://www.plm.automation.siemens.com/en_us/products/femap/index.shtml
http://mdx.plm.automation.siemens.com/star-ccm-plus
http://mdx.plm.automation.siemens.com/star-ccm-plus
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enterprise for the digital era,” added Mr N Chandrasekaran, Managing Director and CEO of TCS. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Product News 

CSS Releases IoT Security Extension in the ThingWorx Marketplace 

13 February 2017 

CSS, a leader in PKI-based digital identity software and services for enterprise and IoT security, and a 

ThingWorx Ready™ partner, announces the integration of CMS VerdeTTo with the ThingWorx IoT 

platform, and the availability of its CMS VerdeTTo Access Valve in the ThingWorx Marketplace. 

CMS VerdeTTo enables organizations to establish their own dedicated IoT Directory and build a high 

assurance security model based on trusted identity and certificates. CMS VerdeTTo enables 

authentication, authorization, encryption and code signing based on a private Root of Trust (RoT), 

certificates, and private keys. Dedicated to the organization and hosted in a single-tenant model, the IoT 

Directory is fully managed by CSS, including a dedicated Public Key Infrastructure (PKI) for the 

issuance and delivery of unique certificates to each device. 

The Access Valve for ThingWorx integrates an organization's dedicated IoT Directory and Root of Trust 

with the ThingWorx IoT platform, and turns on certificate-based authentication and granular 

authorization for every device connection. The Access Valve, in conjunction with CMS VerdeTTo, 

allows access to be controlled based on time-fencing, geo-fencing, and any other adaptive criteria set 

within a device's extended attributes. It includes APIs and agents for integration of certificate issuance 

and delivery to devices, and for complete Root of Trust management. 

The high assurance security enabled by CMS VerdeTTo, and its underlying PKI, is available as a fully 

managed service. It allows for rapid deployment and eliminates overhead associated with the 

management of additional infrastructure or the purchasing of certificates for every device. 

"The introduction of CMS VerdeTTo to the ThingWorx Marketplace addresses the concerns, risks, and 

compliance goals of organizations engaged in the IoT," said Judah Aspler, CSS Vice President of 

Business Development. "The ability to leverage PKI and certificates for the achievement of high 

assurance security was once reserved for those with extensive PKI expertise and resources. CMS 

VerdeTTo now allows every organization to establish security based on a foundation of unique trusted 

identity, and to do so in concert with their ThingWorx IoT platform." 

Click here to return to Contents 

Envision 4.0 brings data analytics for IoT, industrial analytics and embedded BI to new heights 

13 February 2017 

solidThinking announced today the general availability of Envision 4.0, the newest feature release of the 

company's data analytics platform. Several new functions have been added to offer a complete set of 

capabilities required for Internet of Things (IoT) and Industrial Analytics. 

 

“The 4.0 release is feature-rich across the board, making Envision more capable, refined and easy to use. 

Users will immediately see an enhanced user experience,” said Yeshwant Mummaneni, Sr. Vice 
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President Analytics. “In addition, with version 4.0 we focused on strengthening the platform with core 

enhancements that include Smart Joins, Targeted Filtering and Multi-Level Aggregations. We are really 

excited to deliver to our customers and partners the most comprehensive cloud BI platform yet.” 

 

“Envision 4.0 is a significant release for us as a partner,” said Brian Lassiter, Milsoft Utility Solutions. 

“With 4.0 and its real time data refresh, our utility clients now have the option to visualize dashboards 

showing current outage locations, dispatched crews, customers affected, and more relevant KPIs, all in 

one view and in real time. In their business, it is imperative to know what is happening right now.”  

 

Key updates in the Envision 4.0 release include:  

 Smart Joins 

To help business users easily combine data from multiple sources, Envision 4.0 introduces Smart 

Joins to combine multiple data sources without the need to understand the nuances of classical 

SQL joins. This powerful capability of joining multiple fact tables along multiple dimensions 

will allow users to plot metrics from multiple data sources on a single chart. 

 Multi-level Aggregation  

In addition to the standard aggregation/rollup (SUM, MIN, AVG, STD, etc.) functions, advanced 

aggregation capabilities enable user to roll data to level “A” using a certain aggregation function, 

and then further rollup to level “B” using a different aggregation function. The aggregation 

dimension path is intelligently picked up from the charts’ aggregation levels to further simplify 

usage. 

 Real-time 

Envision’s real-time data refresh via user specified refresh time interval or via a Rest API 

notification support several IoT use cases. This real-time experience is expanded to enable a 

collaborative realization of analytical projects by a team. The changes to the reports, dashboards 

and charts are synced up in real-time across all active authors and viewers. 

 Refinements to User Experience 

Envision offers comprehensive BI capabilities in an extremely easy-to-use solution. It has one of 

the fastest data to dashboard experience, with the fewest amount of clicks. This experience is 

further refined with new context-sensitive chart properties and n-level deep Undo/Redo stack. 

This release also features Bookmarks – providing users a shortcut to most commonly used 

combination of dashboard filters, and the ability to share these bookmarks. Finally, the new 

Targeted filtering allows users to link measures/metrics with dashboard filters providing fine 

grained control on how and what aspects of charts and dashboards react to certain filters. 

 Admin Tools and Connectors 

Envision is packed with Enterprise features. Envision 4.0 strengthens the cloud, on-premises and 

embedded capabilities required by Enterprises and ISVs. These capabilities include the ability to 

schedule reports, receive notifications upon data refresh, additional O-Auth based authentication 

option, big data support for Apache Spark and SalesForce.com connector. This release also 

enables authoring capabilities of Envision in Embedded mode. A comprehensive redesign of 

user, data, services, security and app management makes admin tasks easier. 

For more information, product news and details of upcoming events visit http://envisionbi.com/ or 

connect with us through  

http://envisionbi.com/
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LinkedIn and Twitter.  

Click here to return to Contents 

NXP Unveils Secure Platform Solution for the IoT 
13 February 2017 

Electronic security and trust are key concerns in the digital era, which are magnified as everything 

becomes connected in the Internet of Things (IoT). NXP Semiconductors N.V. (NXPI) today disclosed 

details of a secure platform for building trusted connected products. The QorIQ Layerscape Secure 

Platform, built on the NXP trust architecture technology, enables developers of IoT equipment to easily 

build secure and trusted systems. The platform provides a complete set of hardware, software and 

process capabilities to embed security and trust into every aspect of a product's life cycle. 

Recent security breaches show that even mundane devices like web-cameras or set-top boxes can be 

used to both attack the Internet infrastructure and/or spy on their owners. IoT solutions cannot be 

secured against such misuse unless they are built on technology that addresses all aspects of a secure and 

trusted product lifecycle. In offering the Layerscape Secure Platform, NXP leverages decades of 

experience supplying secure embedded systems for military, aerospace, and industrial markets. 

The key elements of the Layerscape Secure Platform are: 

 NXP Trust Architecture; the silicon-based hardware root of trust. The trust architecture 

technology provides secure boot, secure debug, anti-tamper, run-time integrity checking (RTIC) 

and secret key protection capabilities. 

 Secure Provisioning Tool; provides code signing, security hardware policy configuration, secure 

credential installation and maintenance, with easy integration into OEM and 3rd party Device 

Life Cycle Management (DLM) frameworks. 

 Trusted Linux; includes trusted applications and trusted services built on a secure OS. 

 Network Security Suite; provides secure connectivity via hardware accelerated security protocols 

including IPsec & SSL, as well as firewall and deep packet inspection capabilities. 

“Security and trust are essential in our connected world,” said Noy Kucuk, Vice President, Digital 

Networking at NXP. “No device should connect to the Internet unless it has been built upon a secure and 

trusted platform. All NXP QorIQ processors include the trust architecture technology which provides the 

hardware root of trust that is the foundation of the Layerscape Secure Platform.” 

“What is new is the software we’re providing around trust architecture,” continued Kucuk. “The 

Layerscape Secure Platform is a comprehensive offering to support the use of trust features and security 

acceleration throughout the system’s lifecycle. We’re making it easier for customers to implement 

advanced security in their products.”    

“NXP is well known for the security features built into its embedded processors,” said Linley Gwennap, 

principal analyst of The Linley Group. “The Layerscape Secure Platform is a comprehensive package of 

hardware and software for implementing security in embedded systems, including network equipment 

and IoT devices. As recent events have unfortunately demonstrated, strong security should be the 

foremost concern of today’s product designers.” 

The Layerscape Secure Platform provides the necessary tools and infrastructure to help IoT device and 

https://www.linkedin.com/start/join?trk=login_reg_redirect&session_redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fgroups%2F7059362
https://twitter.com/envisionbi
http://finance.yahoo.com/q?s=nxpi


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 25 

IoT gateway OEMs and ODMs build, deploy, maintain, and even decommission trusted systems. 

Layerscape Secure Platform tools and methods support distributed manufacturing models, without 

requiring the manufacturing sites to be equally secure and trustworthy. 

Designers and manufacturers can also leverage NXP’s deep security expertise via security consulting 

services to review current processes, identify potential vulnerabilities, and explore solutions. 

Selected unique capabilities of NXP’s trust architecture technology to prevent tampering of the system 

at run-time (RTIC) will be showcased during RSA 2017. Attendees and media are invited to experience 

the demonstration at RSA 2017, booth #S1244 in San Francisco’s Moscone Convention Center. 

Click here to return to Contents 

On-demand eLearning Platform for SAP Courses Launched by Open Brace 

15 February 2017 

Open Brace, leading software products publishing firm based in Chennai, has launched SAPVarsity™, 

an on-demand MOOCs e-learning platform for SAP professionals, at a recent InsideTrack event. 

SAPVarsity provides instructor-led SAP eLearning courses using virtual live classroom, on-demand 

online product specific courses, and offers high quality content prepared by experts, classroom 

interactions and live interactions with instructors. 

"Each SAP eLearning course is an interactive textbook, featuring pre-recorded videos, quizzes, and 

projects" said Arun Bala, CEO of Open Brace. "Most of us are products of classic school learning. And, 

we tend to demand an institution to get trained. With SAPVarsity, learning is a click away. We thank 

each of our subject matter experts, course instructors, not excluding the team behind making each course 

to highest standards possible." 

MOOCs need personal touch, especially when instructors are teaching technical or functional content to 

a beginner. SAPVarsity™ makes learning more personalized, interactive, and organized. SAPVarsity 

has a teaching assistance ingrained in the program. It provides customized full instructor-to-peer shared 

learning experience, and encourages students to participate in an intelligent and engaging conversation 

with instructors.  

SAPVarsity has each e-learning tutorial is designed to be engaging enough to make students stick to 

completing their enrolled course. Feedback metrics from quizzes are shared with every online eLearning 

instructor to keep a tab on progress and monitor where their content needs improvement. Each instructor 

shares a space with students to make it a less isolated process, with focus on latest SAP products and 

making content accessible to students at affordable prices. The global online learning market is expected 

to reach USD 107 billion by 2017. 

SAPVarsity has each course module has designed to engage the reader completely. It has a faculty 

member elucidating on concepts, followed by sharing his real-world experiences, the application of 

those concepts practically on a live board, quizzes, group submissions and assignments. Besides this, 

SAPVarsity encourages participants to meet offline by organizing a meet-ups and events.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Oracle Expands IoT Portfolio, Adds Four Cloud Solutions 

13 February 2017 
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Oracle announced that it is expanding its Internet of Things (IoT) portfolio with four new cloud 

solutions to help businesses fully utilize the benefits of digital supply chains. These solutions enable 

businesses to detect, analyze, and respond to IoT signals and incorporate these insights into existing and 

rapidly evolving market capabilities. 

Signals from IoT-enabled devices are growing exponentially and represent an opportunity for 

organizations that are able to manage, interpret, and leverage these vast sources of data. Organizations 

with the tools to integrate device data into business processes and applications can gain critical 

predictive insights and drive cost-effective actions. IoT solutions enable businesses to deliver innovative 

new services faster and with less risk to their customers. 

"The world is becoming ever-more digital and IoT is the next step on that journey—delivering better 

customer experiences and helping organizations achieve a competitive advantage," said Bhagat Nainani, 

group vice president of IoT applications development at Oracle. "Oracle IoT Applications enable 

businesses to leverage connected devices and equipment to modernize the digital supply chain." 

Oracle IoT Applications support three important functions: device registration and data collection; signal 

analysis and interpretation; and connection to specific business processes. By applying advanced, 

predictive analytics to the device signals, Oracle IoT Applications calculate complex business-specific 

KPIs and trigger automated actions in real time. The solutions can deliver capabilities, such as predictive 

maintenance, diagnostic dashboards, and increased real-time visibility, and can be applied to 

manufacturing, quality, and product data, as well as logistics and employee movements. 

The new cloud applications integrate with Oracle Supply Chain Management (SCM) Cloud Applications 

to make IoT signals actionable and include the following products: 

 IoT Asset Monitoring Cloud: Monitors assets, utilization, availability, and data from connected 

sensors and creates incidents in the backend SCM, ERP, or Service Clouds to automate the 

workflows 

 IoT Connected Worker Cloud: Tracks employees to support safety, service, and regulatory 

compliance initiatives 

 IoT Fleet Monitoring Cloud: Monitors position and progress of passenger, service, and delivery 

vehicles and driver-behavior 

 IoT Production Monitoring Cloud: Monitors production equipment to assess and predict 

manufacturing issues 

These aforementioned IoT Cloud applications are built on the Oracle IoT Cloud and Oracle Big Data 

Cloud. They integrate with Oracle SCM Cloud and Oracle Service Cloud, as well as on-premises 

software, to enable operational visibility, and facilitate better customer service and responsiveness. 

"Noble Plastics is an innovative custom injection molding manufacturer that leverages robotics for 

automation. We see tremendous potential in IoT to drive predictive maintenance of industrial robots," 

said Scott Rogers, Technical Director, Noble Plastics. "Oracle IoT Asset Monitoring Cloud will help us 

in monitoring FANUC robots that are deployed on our plant floors and alert technicians proactively on 

their mobile device. This will enhance product quality, production efficiency and throughput while 

controlling costs." 

Click here to return to Contents 

https://cloud.oracle.com/iot-apps
https://cloud.oracle.com/en_US/scm-cloud
https://cloud.oracle.com/en_US/big-data
https://cloud.oracle.com/en_US/big-data
https://cloud.oracle.com/en_US/service-cloud
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PROSTEP Launches V6 xPDM Windchill Adapter 

15 February 2017 

With V6 xPDM Windchill Adapter, PROSTEP has developed a product that enables the bidirectional 

exchange of data between CATIA V6 (VPM Central) from Dassault Systèmes and Windchill from PTC. 

The product was created within the framework of a close development partnership with Dassault 

Systèmes. Because PROSTEP also works closely together with PTC, it was possible to seamlessly 

integrate both systems. This means that companies who use PTC Windchill can also integrate the 

innovative V6 products from Dassault in their existing system environment. 

The V6 xPDM Windchill Adapter uses PROSTEP’s proven OpenPDM technology and is currently 

being implemented in initial customer projects. One of the highlights of the product is the bidirectional 

synchronization of product structures between both systems. CAD and other files are transferred in 

addition to the metadata. 

The V6 xPDM Windchill Adapter uses standard interfaces as well as separate business logic and thus 

enables the integration of V6 and Windchill. This system architecture substantially reduces the amount 

of time and effort involved in system upgrades. Typical application scenarios are preconfigured in the 

adapter, which means that it is possible to significantly shorten the introduction phase. 

In order to offer its customers an even greater number of integration solutions, PROSTEP is already 

working at high speed on developing other products based on xPDM. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Tetra4D 3D PDF Products Now Support 3D Printing Workflow, Enhances App-like Functionality of 

PDF 

16 February 2017 

Tech Soft 3D, a leading provider of software development tools and native 3D PDF technology to the 

engineering industry, today announced the Tetra4D 2017 portfolio of products – Tetra4D Converter, 

Tetra4D Enrich and Tetra4D Automate. The enhancements made to Tetra4D Converter and Tetra4D 

Enrich result in the data-rich 3D PDF’s generated functioning like an application, which provides an 

even more interactive and richer experience for those consuming them. Improved support for import and 

export formats, and new workflows focused on 3D printing demonstrate the valuable role 3D PDF plays 

in helping companies to improve communication, save time and money. 

“Our customers start using 3D PDFs for particular workflows, and quickly realize how they can expand 

the use of 3D PDFs in other processes and workflows throughout the organization,” said Lionel Vieilly, 

product manager for Tetra4D. “The Tetra4D 2017 portfolio is loaded with feature enhancements 

including support for new export formats such as the 3MF, the ability to search within a 3D PDF, and 

many more improvements that help to address ever-expanding roles that 3D PDFs can play in 

streamlining manufacturing processes.” 

Enhanced Format Support: 

The 2017 Tetra4D portfolio now provides support for the industry standard JT 9.5 export, which 

supports interoperability and archiving workflows, as well as a new standard format – the 3D 

Manufacturing Format (3MF), a 3D printing format that allows design applications to send full-fidelity 

3D models to a mix of other applications, platforms, services and printers. The 3MF format supports 
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multiple types of information including colors, materials, etc. and allows companies to focus on 

innovation, rather than on basic interoperability issues, and it is engineered to avoid the problems 

associated with other 3D file formats. As 3D printing becomes more and more prevalent in the industry, 

being able to support 3D printing workflows is important for manufacturers, especially for prototyping 

processes. 

Tetra4D 2017 products provide updated CAD readers that support the latest versions of major CAD 

formats, including NX11, SolidEdge ST9, and SolidWorks 2017. In addition, the STEP reader and 

writer have been enhanced to support the validation properties features (STEP AP242) that enable users 

to validate a CAD data translation process.. 

Tetra4D Enrich Gets More Interactive and Dynamic: 

Tetra4D Enrich helps people create interactive 3D PDFs easily and quickly. A Tetra4D Enrich 

document functions more like an application than a standard 3D PDF, and the enhancements made to the 

2017 version add to the interactivity and app-like functionality found in Tetra4D Enrich-created PDFs. 

The new search capability can be inserted in the PDF document to enable search operations based on the 

3D information that exists in the document. The available search criteria can be set by the author of the 

PDF document in order to control what kind of Search will be accessible to the consumer of the 

document (e.g.: Attributes: The search will be performed on all the attributes that are linked to the parts 

from the 3D annotation). 

The new “Search” feature in Tetra4D 2017 products can be inserted in the PDF document to enable 

search operations based on the 3D information that exists in the document. 

Another new capability allows customers to define how text fields present in the PDF document are 

populated. It is, for example, easy to define how a title block (having several different text fields) will be 

populated when the 3D CAD information is added into the document, e.g.: from 3D file attributes, from 

CAD model attributes, from imported information (via an xm l file). It is also suitable for template 

documents, since the text fields that have been assigned with a specific way to populate those fields will 

be updated when new 3D content is added into the template. 

Another new capability allows users to control how the results of a search are displayed in the 3D scene, 

and how the parts corresponding to a selection in a table are emphasized. Search results can be 

emphasized by color, color and opacity or through isolation. 

When it comes to adding 3D attributes to the 3D PDF, enhancements have been made to easily manage 

errors through the automatic creation of a log file which provides the user with detailed information 

about the imported attributes and mapping errors (if any). 

And finally, to help users get the most out of their Tetra4D Enrich experience, a new help menu has 

been added to redirect the user to various resources related to templates and how-to guides to create the 

templates, and getting started videos. 

Click here to return to Contents 

TransMagic Converts Siemens PLM NX 11 Files to 37 3D Formats 
14 February 2017 

TransMagic, Inc. today announced that support for Siemens PLM NX11 is now available in their R12 

sp1 products.  
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The new release from TransMagic now supports Siemens PLM software NX 11 part and assembly files.  

All TransMagic standalone products now read native 3D NX 11 files for viewing, interrogation and 

analysis.  TransMagic PRO or EXPERT can also translate these files into 37 different file formats for 

use in almost any other 3D application on the planet, including CATIA, AutoCAD, Inventor, 

SolidWorks, ACIS, Parasolid, IGES, STEP and many more formats. 

"We are excited to offer NX version 11 file support to assist our automotive and aerospace industry 

customers," explained Todd Reade, CEO of TransMagic, Inc. "TransMagic provides the tools to 

communicate 3D design data, from nearly any source, between their suppliers, customers or internal 

departments." 

Click here to return to Contents 

T-Systems designs combined special cloud for software developers 

13 February 2017 

Software developers can now use a new digital tool: AppAgile, the T-Systems development platform for 

readily available business applications and data analytics from the cloud, is now also available as a 

hybrid cloud based on Microsoft Azure. “AppAgile Azure Hybrid” is available from 

Microsoft Cloud Deutschland and globally as a modular Platform-as-a-Service offering based on Red 

Hat Open Shift container platform. Microsoft Cloud Deutschland provide Azure services out of German 

data centres. Customer data is processed and stored solely in Germany. Access to customer data is in the 

hand of data trustee T-Systems: Microsoft does not gain access without permission of data trustee or 

customers. The AppAgile hybrid approach enables customers to combine private, data-critical 

applications with public cloud offerings and nonetheless retain full control of their data. Both “AppAgile 

Azure Hybrid” and the platform services are offered as end-to-end managed services with a uniform 

service level agreement. 

T-Systems developed the solution in close cooperation with Red Hat and Microsoft.  

Click here to return to Contents 
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