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CIMdata News 

CIMdata Announces Key Sponsors of PLM Road Map™ 2014 

6 August 2014 

 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic management consulting and research firm announced 

today the key sponsors for its annual PLM Road Map conference are Accenture, Aras Corp., Autodesk, 

Geometric Limited, PTC, and Siemens PLM Software. The event, which takes place on October 2 at the 

Inn at St. John’s in Plymouth, Michigan, is a strategic conference that focuses on how companies 

successfully define and employ PLM strategies and enabling solutions to meet challenging product 

development, manufacturing, and deployment issues. The theme for PLM Road Map 2014 is PLM-

enabled Continuous Product Development and Delivery for the Automotive & Transportation Industry 

and Supply Chain. 

“CIMdata is honored to have these leaders in PLM solutions and services choose to sponsor PLM Road 

Map 2014,” commented Richard McFall, Director of CIMdata’s Global PLM Community. “The mission 

we have for the conference is to create a platform where open collaboration and knowledge transfer can 

occur between all participants in the PLM ecosystem including industrial representatives, subject matter 

experts, software providers, educators, consulting services organizations, market analysts, system 

integrators, and industrial research institutions. We are all equal partners in realizing the vision and 

value of PLM, especially as it helps to create a new, more sustainable, circular global economy.” 

As part of the PLM Road Map 2014 experience CIMdata is hosting an on-line PLM Collaboration 

Café™ which provides each sponsor the opportunity to showcase a selection of their automotive and 

transportation solutions. To visit PLM Collaboration Café go to the CIMdata web site at: 

http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/plm-conferences/plm-road-map-2014/sponsor-opportunities 

For more information on PLM Road Map visit http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/plm-

conferences/plm-road-map-2014 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize 

an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered 

world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods on PLM solutions. These solutions 

incorporate both business processes and a wide-ranging set of PLM-enabling technologies. 

CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and providers of technologies and services seeking 

competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, 

provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The 

company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences 

http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/plm-conferences/plm-road-map-2014/sponsor-opportunities
http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/plm-conferences/plm-road-map-2014
http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/plm-conferences/plm-road-map-2014


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 3 

worldwide. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia-

Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website, www.CIMdata.com; follow us on 

Twitter at http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews ; or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, 

Ann Arbor, MI 48108, USA; Tel: +1 734.668.9922; Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 

CV Weert, The Netherlands, Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

CIMdata Hosts Free Webinar, “PLM’s Expanding Footprint: Enabling Innovation” 

5 August 2014 

 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic management consulting and research firm, announces 

an upcoming free educational webinar, “PLM’s Expanding Footprint: Enabling Innovation.” Join 

CIMdata on September 10 at 11:00 a.m. (EDT) to understand how to navigate through the expanding 

nature of PLM in support of innovation and learn what the future holds for innovative PLM technology.  

Based on CIMdata’s over 30 years of experience in the PLM industry, our experts have identified the 

potential pain points associated with enabling innovation: innovation is not part of the corporate culture; 

there is no time to learn to become more innovative; current PLM technology does not support 

innovation; and it's not clear if and how the new technologies support innovation. 

The webinar will be presented by Jim McKinney, CIMdata’s PLM Leadership Practice Manager. 

“Anyone that has been keeping track of the PLM footprint over the past few years has noted that it has 

been expanding,” says McKinney. “PLM vendors are adding new solutions that support innovation in 

new and unique ways. There has also been a flood of new technology that has the potential to vastly 

alter the way people interact with PLM solutions. During the webinar we will discuss these expanded 

PLM areas, and will talk about how your business can become more innovative by embracing these new 

technologies.” Mr. McKinney has over 28 years of experience helping people adopt and optimize new 

technologies. He delivers PLM certificate classes throughout Europe, Asia, and North America. He also 

works with individual companies to provide customized support for their PLM initiatives. 

The webinar will be an hour long and will cover the following topics: the expanding nature of PLM in 

support of innovation; the details for each growing area of PLM; new technologies expanding PLM that 

support innovation; priorities and steps to enable innovation; and what the future holds for innovative 

PLM technology.  

Attendees will learn: 

 Which key areas in PLM support innovation 

 How to harness the expanding nature of PLM to enhance innovation 

 What changes in the future of PLM will help energize innovation  

 How new PLM enabling technologies can support innovation 

 Strategies for enabling innovation in your PLM environment  

 How PLM is changing to support innovation 

This webinar is suited for PLM users, team leaders and members, engineering managers, and anyone 

interested in learning more about PLM and innovation. During the webinar attendees will have the 

opportunity to ask questions about the topics discussed. To find out more, visit: 

http://www.cimdata.com/
http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews
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http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/educational-webinars/plm-s-expanding-footprint-enabling-

innovation . To register, visit: https://www3.gotomeeting.com/register/411616766  

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize 

an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered 

world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods on PLM solutions. These solutions 

incorporate both business processes and a wide-ranging set of PLM-enabling technologies. 

CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and providers of technologies and services seeking 

competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, 

provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The 

company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences 

worldwide. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia-

Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website at www.CIMdata.com, follow us on 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews, or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann 

Arbor, MI 48108, USA, Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV 

Weert, The Netherlands, Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 
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CIMdata Publishes PLM Market and Solution Provider Report 

5 August 2014 

 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic management consulting and research firm announces 

the release of the CIMdata PLM Market and Solution Provider Analysis Report, the third of five 

modules of the CIMdata 2014 PLM Market Analysis Report Series. The MAR Series provides detailed 

information and in-depth analysis on the worldwide PLM market during 2013. It contains analyses of 

major trends and issues; revenues of leading PLM providers; and revenue analyses for geographical 

regions, industry sectors, and historical and projected data on market growth. 

The CIMdata PLM Market Analysis Report Series is packaged as five modules: 

1. The CIMdata 2014 Executive PLM Market Report provides an overview of CIMdata’s complete 

global analysis. It includes key charts on PLM market investment statistics through 2013, 

forecasts of investments for 2014 through 2018, and a summary of PLM solution providers’ 

performance in 2013. 

2. The CIMdata 2014 PLM Industry Review and Trends Report is mainly qualitative in nature, and 

focuses on key issues facing the global PLM ecosystem of solution providers and end user 

organizations. It highlights changes that occurred in 2013, what effects those changes may have 

in the short and medium term, and what is on the horizon in the years to come. 

3. The CIMdata 2014 PLM Market and Solution Provider Analysis Report details measures of and 

forecasts for the overall PLM market and its key segments, including Tools, cPDm, and Digital 

Manufacturing. The Tools section has additional details on sub-segments, including MCAD, NC, 

S&A, EDA, and AEC. It also includes CIMdata’s estimates of PLM solution provider revenues 

http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/educational-webinars/plm-s-expanding-footprint-enabling-innovation
http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/educational-webinars/plm-s-expanding-footprint-enabling-innovation
https://www3.gotomeeting.com/register/411616766
http://www.cimdata.com/
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in these segments and sub-segments for 2014 through 2018. 

4. The CIMdata 2014 PLM Market Geographic Analysis Report provides an additional view of the 

2013 market results, by major geography. CIMdata’s 2013 estimates and market forecasts for 

2014 through 2018 for PLM and the major PLM market segments are provided for the Americas, 

EMEA, and Asia-Pacific. In addition, the report includes estimates and forecasts for the cPDm 

segment within specific European and Asia-Pacific countries and regions. 

5. The CIMdata 2014 PLM Market Industry Analysis Report provides an industry segmentation 

view of the 2013 market results. CIMdata’s 2013 estimates and market forecasts for 2014 

through 2018 for PLM and cPDm are provided for eight different industry sectors: aerospace and 

defense; automotive and other transportation; electronics/telecommunications; fabrication and 

assembly; process-packaged goods; process—petrochemical; utilities; and construction, 

infrastructure and shipbuilding. 

“The PLM market grew 4.8% to $35 billion in 2013, slowing after several high growth years coming out 

of the global recession,” according to Stan Przybylinski, CIMdata’s Vice President of Research, 

“Results for the PLM leaders moderated in 2013, after getting off to a strong start early in the year. 

While software sales in some segments remained strong, services are not showing the growth more 

typical of the PLM market in recent years. CIMdata estimates that the PLM market will have a 

compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 5.8% to reach $46.2 billion in 2018.” 

 

Companies make PLM investments in many different areas and with many types of solutions including 

mechanical CAD, simulation and analysis, visualization and collaboration, cPDm, and building design. 

This diversity is reflected in the many different solutions providers to the PLM market and in the fact 

that no single type of provider dominates the industry. During 2013, a number of providers generated 

substantial revenues that represent PLM-related investments. Sixteen providers generated PLM revenues 

in excess of $500 million from both the tools and the cPDm segments. Three solution providers, 

Dassault Systèmes, PTC, and Siemens PLM Software, are major providers of both tools and cPDm 

technology while others, such as Autodesk and Mentor Graphics, are primarily tool providers that focus 

on specific segments within the overall market. Companies who derived the most revenues from the 

overall PLM market are shown in the figure below. It illustrates the breadth of companies that 
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participate in the overall PLM market, even though they may not all compete directly with each other. 

 

The CIMdata PLM Market Analysis Report Series is available as a five-module set or each module can 

be purchased separately. It is also available as part of the CIMdata PLM Community Gold Membership. 

Further details and pricing information about the report and Community Memberships are available at 

www.cimdata.com.  

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize 

an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered 

world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods on PLM solutions. These solutions 

incorporate both business processes and a wide-ranging set of PLM-enabling technologies. 

CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and providers of technologies and services seeking 

competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, 

provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The 

company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences 

worldwide. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia 

Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website at www.CIMdata.com, follow us on 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews, or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann 

Arbor, MI 48108, USA, Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV 

Weert, The Netherlands, Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

 

 

http://www.cimdata.com/
http://www.cimdata.com/


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 7 

Acquisitions 

3D Systems Acquires Laser Reproductions Further Expanding Its Quickparts Network 

6 August 2014 

 

3D Systems announced today that it has acquired Laser Reproductions, a provider of advanced 

manufacturing product development and engineering services, further extending its Quickparts 

operations in the United States. Details of the transaction were not disclosed. 

Headquartered in Columbus, Ohio, Laser Reproductions brings to 3DS three decades of advanced 

manufacturing service bureau experience with substantial production capabilities that are rooted in 

regional infrastructure and supported by long-term, key relationships with regional blue chip companies. 

The transaction is expected to be immediately accretive to 3DS’ cash generation and to contribute to its 

non-GAAP earnings per share within the first 12 months.  

“Laser Reproductions has a wealth of experience and bench strength that is highly complementary to our 

Quickparts offering,” said Ziad Abou, Vice President and General Manager, Quickparts for 3DS. “This 

acquisition further enhances our on-demand, quick-turn cloud manufacturing services and drives 

accelerated adoption of our solutions through meaningful new customer relationships. We are delighted 

to add such powerful regional capabilities to our growing North American footprint.” 

“3D Systems is the recognized leader in advanced manufacturing and has an exceptional track record in 

providing the highest quality parts services globally,” said Paul Bordner, President of Laser 

Reproductions. “Having relied on 3D Systems’ hardware, software and devices for years, we couldn't be 

more excited to join the 3DS team and be in a position to provide unrivaled parts services to our 

customers long into the future.” 

The company welcomes the entire Laser Reproductions team under the continued leadership of Paul 

Bordner and plans to immediately integrate it into its expanding Quickparts operations. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Oracle Buys TOA Technologies 

31 July 2014 

 

Oracle announced that it has signed an agreement to acquire TOA Technologies (TOA), a provider of 

cloud-based field service solutions that manage and optimize the last mile of customer service for 

enterprises by coordinating activities between dispatchers, mobile employees and their customers. 

TOA’s Field Service SaaS enables modern enterprises to continuously monitor real-time field service 

requests coming in from contact centers, to schedule the right field service representative to dispatch, 

and to use sophisticated business analytics to monitor and view current inventories, accurately predict 

service windows, and optimize field service operations. TOA’s customers have more efficient field 

service operations, lower costs of delivering field service, and deliver a superior customer experience. 

TOA’s solutions manage over 120 million service events annually in more than 20 countries and include 

global brands across many industries including DISH Network, E.ON, Home Depot, Ricoh, Telefonica, 

Virgin Media and Vodafone. 

http://3dsystems.com/
http://www.laserrepro.com/
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Oracle Service Cloud, part of Oracle Customer Experience Cloud, is a platform for online customer 

service, cross-channel contact center, knowledge management, and policy automation. Oracle ERP 

cloud solutions help accelerate productivity, allocate resources, and provide on-demand information 

access. 

Oracle Service Cloud and Oracle ERP cloud solutions combined with TOA will empower innovative 

customer service organizations to drive operational efficiencies while bolstering customer satisfaction 

and exceeding service expectations through personalized service. 

More information on this announcement can be found athttp://www.oracle.com/toatechnologies. 

“Companies want to offer customers a unified and highly engaging experience each time they interact 

with them,” said David Vap, Group Vice President, Oracle Product Development. “Field Service is a 

critical aspect of customer service and by integrating TOA with Oracle Service Cloud, Oracle will 

uniquely offer enterprises the ability to coordinate face-to-face service interactions from the contact 

center to service scheduling and delivery. Further, by integrating TOA with Oracle’s ERP Cloud and 

ERP Applications, enterprises’ field service teams will have better information and can be operated 

more efficiently and at lower cost.” 

“Delivering quality field service during the last mile of issue resolution is critical to achieving the 

highest levels of customer satisfaction. TOA’s solutions help companies streamline operations, gaining 

real-time scheduling capability that transforms how service is delivered,” said Yuval Brisker CEO, TOA 

Technologies. “Adding TOA’s solutions to Oracle Service Cloud will enable companies to accelerate 

their ability to deliver exceptional customer service.” 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Company News 

2D to 3D Factory Design Helps MPDS4 Customers Sell Machinery Projects 

7 August 2014 

 

For industrial sales engineers whose clients expect keen project pricing, time is of the essence. But 

quality and clear, professional project presentations are equally important. Are 3D layouts a realistic 

goal when you have a day to create a proposal? 

For packaging systems provider Mariani and poultry and game processing plant provider Verderio 

Impianti the answer is a big ‘yes’. Both forward-thinking firms invited CAD Schroer to demonstrate the 

MPDS4 Factory Layout software at their stands. This allowed their sales engineers to understand the 

value of 3D project proposals, and demonstrate projects designed with MPDS4 to end customers. 

Understanding Pre-Sales Constraints 

“The events helped us to better understand our customers’ clients and the constraints placed on sales 

engineers - keen pricing and time pressure,” explains Sergej Schachow of CAD Schroer, who joined 

Mariani at Interpack. “A bottling line layout proposal often has to be completed in one day. Yet the 

result is key to selling the project to the customer, potential investors, and stakeholders. We showed how 

MPDS4 can be the ideal solution for project selling.”  

The Comfort of 2D - The Benefits of 3D 

Most machinery providers create layouts in 2D - a fast and proven method. But 2D may not be sufficient 

http://www.oracle.com/toatechnologies
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when space is restricted, or when suppliers need to take into account a customer’s existing equipment, 

while introducing machines tailored specifically to a client’s process. When conveying spatial 

dependencies and key layout elements, 3D proposals provide a big competitive advantage. “CAD 

Schroer has been showing us how to get the benefits of 3D without sacrificing speed,” says Dr Marziano 

Genovese of Mariani. “MPDS4 can create 3D layouts based on 2D drawings, so sales engineers can still 

work in 2D. We extend the symbol catalogs to include links to our bespoke 3D components, then the 

system creates the 3D world from our sales layouts. We gain automatic interference checking, clear 

communication between the sales force and the customer, and a head-start when an order is placed.” 

Project Visualisation & Communication 

Consultant Alan Pitt worked with Managing Director Simone Casiraghi of Verderio Impianti and his 

team at VIV Europe, preparing MPDS4 project demonstration videos for large overseas clients. “We 

understand how important clear proposal communication is,” says Dr Casiraghi, “especially for Owner 

Operator clients needing to secure investment or external funding.” 

“The Verderio Impianti and Mariani management and sales teams are extremely knowledgeable, with a 

strong vision for the development of their business through the aid of our software tools,” says Alan Pitt, 

“It was a pleasure to learn from them, and to support them.” 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Advanced Technologies Solutions Awarded Gold Status 

8 August 2014 

 

Advanced Technologies Solutions today announced their designation as an Autodesk Gold Tier Value-

Added Reseller (VAR). Gold Tier partners comprise an elevated level of the Autodesk Value Added 

Reseller program, which incorporates Autodesk software solutions along with proven and measurable 

technical expertise in a specific industry or unique business. Gold partners provide their customers with 

full solutions from pre- and post-sales support, to training, implementation, and customization. They 

work closely with Autodesk to help customers design, simulate and analyze their ideas, increase 

operational efficiencies and maximize their return on investment in Autodesk software solutions. 

“Gold Tier partners understand that a healthy business is achieved through the success of their 

customers,” said Steve Blum, senior vice president of worldwide sales and services at Autodesk. 

”Advanced Technologies Solutions has raised the bar by developing a deep understanding of their 

customers’ business, pain points, and goals. They also have a solid understanding of solution selling and 

implementation.”  

Autodesk considers those chosen for Gold Tier status to be experts at implementing Autodesk solutions 

of a particular product division or for a specific customer type. To qualify for Autodesk Gold Tier status, 

a VAR must demonstrate technical and industry expertise that includes a strong knowledge of 

customers' business needs in the areas of architecture, engineering, construction, manufacturing, or 

media and entertainment. Each qualified Gold Tier partner has demonstrated the ability to meet rigorous 

sales, personnel, and customer service measurements, and proven customer references and testimonials 

to support their level of expertise and commitment to customer success. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Jaguar Land Rover Wins 2014 Altair Enlighten Award for Innovation in Automotive Vehicle 

Lightweighting  

5 August 2014 

 

Altair today announced that luxury sport vehicle maker, Jaguar Land Rover, has won the 2014 Altair 

Enlighten Award competition for the development and implementation of its premium lightweight 

architecture design concept on the latest Range Rover vehicles. The award, presented in collaboration 

with the Center for Automotive Research (CAR), is the automotive industry's first award program 

created specifically to acknowledge innovations in vehicle light-weighting. 

As part of Jaguar Land Rover's approach to sustainability, its lightweight vehicle strategy takes a holistic 

approach to CO2 reduction, linking strategies of weight reduction in the body and chassis systems to 

powertrain and related secondary weight savings, while maximizing recycled material use and lowering 

energy consumption during the manufacturing stage. The overall result is a significant decrease in the 

carbon footprint of the vehicle, verified through lifecycle analysis tools. Body and chassis weight 

savings are focused on the use of lightweight metals (primarily aluminium and magnesium) and plastics 

(both composites and thermoplastics), as well as an overall target of 40 percent weight savings over a 

conventional steel spot-welded body with equivalent or improved attributes. 

As an example of the premium lightweight architecture in action, the new lightweight vehicle Range 

Rover body weighs only 288 kg (658 lbs) in comparison to the previous model body weight of 498 kg 

(1096 lbs), a reduction of over 40 percent. Significant savings were also achieved for the chassis (70 kg, 

154 lbs) and powertrain (130 kg, 287 lbs depending on derivatives). 

Jaguar Land Rover developed new computer-aided engineering techniques to simulate crash, durability, 

noise, vibration, and harshness attributes. In parallel, new manufacturing simulation techniques for 

stamping, casting and joining the lightweight vehicle structures were created. These new simulation 

methods have enabled the company to develop lightweight vehicle products in the virtual world to 

minimize incremental development testing. 

"We would like to congratulate Jaguar Land Rover for winning the 2014 Altair Enlighten Award," said 

David Mason, Vice President, Global Automotive for Altair. "Their holistic approach to vehicle 

lightweighting and CO2 reduction has yielded an aggressive and highly impressive methodology that is 

enabling the creation of new and exciting vehicle architectures." 

This year, Dow Automotive Systems was recognized as runner up for its BETAMATE™ bonding 

solution and its application on Kenworth and Peterbilt trucks. BETAMATE™ two-part epoxy structural 

adhesive is an industry-first material engineered to enable a new automated robotic process for untreated 

aluminium bonding. The solution has led to a weight reduction of 9 kg (20 lbs) as well as cost savings 

for its use in truck cabins. 

"This year's entries demonstrated a wide range of innovative solutions to meet the weight reduction 

challenges of modern automotive design," said judging chair Dr. Jay Baron, President and CEO of CAR, 

and director of CAR's Coalition for Automotive Lightweighting Materials. "Jaguar Land Rover, Dow 

Automotive Systems and all our 2014 nominees are contributing to reductions in weight, fuel 

consumption, and emissions. The Enlighten Award is an excellent way to highlight these achievements." 

Jaguar Land Rover and Dow Automotive Systems were presented with the awards during the 

"Featherweight Competition: Agile, Light, and Strong" session of the 2014 CAR Management Briefing 

Seminars (MBS) today in Traverse City, Michigan. 
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The Altair Enlighten Award is intended to honor the greatest achievements in weight savings each year; 

to inspire interest from industry, engineering, policymakers, educators, students and the public; to create 

further competition for new ideas in the industry; and to provide an incentive to share technological 

advances. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

MakerBot Announces the Launch of MakerBot Europe 

1 August 2014 

 

MakerBot announced the expansion of its international operations with the launch of MakerBot Europe. 

This is a major step in leading the desktop 3D printing industry not only in the United States, but in 

practically every major European country. As part of this expansion effort, MakerBot is acquiring 

certain assets of its Germany-based partner, HAFNER'S BÜRO, which has been a MakerBot reseller 

in Germany for several years. Effective immediately, MakerBot Europe will continue to manage the 

large network of MakerBot resellers throughout Central and Eastern Europe. MakerBot's current 

resellers will transition into working with MakerBot Europe, and the new organization will be led 

by Alexander Hafner, who will be general manager of the new division. Hafner has been owner and 

president of HAFNER'S BÜRO since its founding in 1988. 

"We are so excited to officially launch MakerBot Europe and expand MakerBot's global reach with the 

creation of MakerBot Europe," noted Jenny Lawton, president of MakerBot. "Alexander Hafner and 

HAFNER'S BÜRO are longtime MakerBot partners and have extensive knowledge of our products, 3D 

printing and design solutions, and the European market. We are thrilled that they will play a larger role 

in the MakerBot family and will represent the company with our European distributors and resellers." 

HAFNER'S BÜRO has managed and sold MakerBot products for several years and has extensive 

relationships with key MakerBot customers, resellers and events throughout Europe. Frank Alfano, chief 

revenue officer at MakerBot, noted, "The creation of a MakerBot Europe office demonstrates 

MakerBot's commitment to the European market and helps align our overall business growth strategy in 

the region. Germany has also long been the European hub for 3D printing as overall interest in 3D 

printing has grown throughout Europe. We have confidence that the area will continue to grow in 

dominance in the 3D printing arena." 

"MakerBot Europe is committing itself to Europe as one of MakerBot's most important markets for 3D 

printing. We are very proud to be MakerBot's partner of choice for this exciting step. I think it is a 

unique opportunity in both of our companies' histories. We are excited to be able to take our 3D printing 

experience and years of working with MakerBot to expand that knowledge throughout Europe," 

said Alexander Hafner, general manager of the new MakerBot Europe office. "We are firm believers in 

MakerBot desktop 3D printing and scanning technology and look forward to working with the extensive 

network of MakerBot resellers in Europe." 

The acquisition of certain assets of HAFNER'S BÜRO is a major step in securing a strong foothold in 

the European market for MakerBot. While the European market has always been robust for MakerBot, 

and MakerBot is a global leader in the desktop 3D printing industry, the company has traditionally 

focused its sales and marketing efforts in the United States. Now, with the creation of MakerBot Europe, 

it will be able to expand its reach in many countries. 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.eu.makerbot.com&esheet=50916488&newsitemid=20140731006594&lan=en-US&anchor=MakerBot+Europe&index=1&md5=34069ed61941bcce3a7e5f4bef45cd62
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MakerBot Europe will encompass Austria, Belgium, Croatia, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, 

Germany, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Poland, Romania, Russia, Serbia, 

Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, Ukraine, the United Kingdom and other European countries. 

Existing MakerBot distributors and resellers will continue to run their businesses as usual and are 

expected to start to be assimilated into MakerBot Europe's sales and marketing organization within a 

six-month time frame. During that time, MakerBot Europe will also be expanding the company's reach 

and looking for additional strategic partnerships with resellers and key retailers that can help expand 

MakerBot's penetration in the European market. 

"HAFNER'S BÜRO in Stuttgart was chosen as the hub for MakerBot Europe due to their excellent 

performance record, enthusiasm for 3D printing and MakerBot products, and central location," 

noted Frank Alfano. "We are excited to expand our reach and our mission to Europe to put a MakerBot 

Replicator Desktop 3D Printer on the desk of every engineer, architect and educator, and in every school 

and home." 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

PTC Announces Upcoming Retirement of CFO Jeff Glidden 

5 August 2014 

 

PTC announced that CFO Jeff Glidden has notified the Company of his intention to retire in FY'15. PTC 

will engage an executive search firm to initiate a comprehensive search for Mr. Glidden's replacement. 

To ensure a smooth transition, Mr. Glidden will remain in his current role until his replacement has been 

selected. 

James Heppelmann, president and chief executive officer, commented, "Jeff has been a valued member 

of the PTC executive team since 2010. During that time, we have undergone a significant strategic 

repositioning of the Company into new growth markets such as ALM, SLM and IoT, grown revenues 

from approximately $1.0 billion to over $1.3 billion, and improved our non-GAAP operating margin by 

over 900 basis points. Jeff's strong financial and operational background and collaborative style have 

been a valuable asset to PTC, and we wish him the best in his retirement after a long and distinguished 

career spanning over 40 years." 

Jeff Glidden, chief financial officer, said, "PTC has driven significant value to customers and 

shareholders over the past few years, and I am proud to have been part of that. Jim and the rest of the 

management team are incredibly dedicated and I am confident in their shared vision to continue 

delivering solid operating and financial results." 

As CFO, Mr. Glidden oversees the controller, financial planning, sourcing and facilities, tax, treasury, 

investor relations, and information technology functions. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Siemens Named #1 PLM Software Provider in China for Third Straight Year 

4 August 2014 

http://investor.ptc.com/
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Siemens’ product lifecycle management (PLM) software business has been recognized as the number 

one provider of PLM software in China for the third consecutive year by CIMdata Inc., a leading 

independent global PLM management consulting and research firm. The firm ranked Siemens PLM 

Software at the top of their list in eight categories in China, including 2013 total revenue, as well as net 

revenue, channel revenue and service revenue. Siemens PLM Software also maintained its number one 

position in two key PLM sub segments, multi-disciplinary 3D mechanical computer-aided design 

(CAD) and Digital Manufacturing (DM) for the fourth year in a row. Siemens ranked number one in the 

growing Automotive and Industry Equipment sectors for the third consecutive year, and as a result of its 

expanding portfolio–including the acquisition of LMS–Siemens PLM Software improved its market 

position to third in simulation and analysis (S&A), up five positions from the 2013 ranking.   

“Siemens continues to lead the way in multi-disciplinary mechanical 3D CAD and Digital 

Manufacturing in China and has seen significant growth in S&A revenue,” said Peter Bilello, President 

of CIMdata. “Its strong position in the Automotive and Industry Equipment segments are also critical to 

its success in China as these essential segments continue to grow, and our data suggests that future 

growth is very promising.” 

Siemens’ continued leadership in the comprehensive PLM category in China is significant considering 

CIMdata forecasts the market will continue its rapid growth in China with a five-year compound annual 

growth rate (CAGR) of 14.9% between 2014 and 2018. The S&A market segment, the fastest growing 

according to the CIMdata report, is addressed by Siemens with a rich portfolio of computer-aided 

engineering analysis (CAE) offerings including the CAE modules of NX™ software, NX Nastran® 

software, Femap™ software and the portfolio of LMS™ solutions, which incorporates model-based 

mechatronic simulation, a broad CAE simulation offering, and advanced testing solutions in the product 

development process. 

“Siemens has a strong track record of PLM leadership around the world," said Chuck Grindstaff, 

president and CEO, Siemens PLM Software. “This latest report illustrates our commitment to 

maintaining leadership in the Chinese market, which is of critical value to our global and local 

customers. Our strong focus on simulation and analysis will help address the increasing complexity of 

tomorrow's product innovations, as we continue to meet our customers’ needs with comprehensive 

solutions." 

“Maintaining the top ranking in eight areas in the Chinese market demonstrates our commitment to 

delivering value to our customers,” said Leo Liang, Managing Director of Greater China, Siemens PLM 

Software. “This ranking illustrates that our expertise and industrial experience are well recognized by 

our customers in China, and we remain committed to providing PLM solutions that help our customers 

make smarter decisions that lead to better products.” 

Siemens PLM Software also recently announced that it was recognized as the global market presence 

leader in the collaborative Product Data management (cPDm) and Digital Manufacturing segments for 

the 13th year in a row by CIMdata in a separate report. Siemens PLM Software addresses the cPDm 

category with its Teamcenter® portfolio, the world’s most widely used digital lifecycle management 

software, and the DM category with Tecnomatix® portfolio, the industry’s leading digital 

manufacturing solution. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Zuken Opens Global Automotive and Transportation Competence Center in Erlangen, Germany 

5 August 2014 

 

Zuken announces plans to extend its global competencies in transportation and to provide electronic 

architecture and wiring harness tools to meet the future challenges of OEMs and their suppliers. 

This expansion will be underpinned by a new technology competence center for transportation in 

Erlangen, a well-known research and electronics hotspot in Germany. Located within the fertile 

technology environment of the IGZ Innovation and Incubation Center it comprises an established team, 

several members of which have more than 12 years’ experience in automotive electrical/electronic 

engineering. 

Reinhold Blank has been appointed Business Director Automotive. He is a member of the center’s 

management team drawn from Japan, Germany and the U.S. Blank is responsible for spearheading the 

development of dedicated solutions for automotive, special vehicles and the wider transportation market. 

This will be enabled by an exchange of expertise between Zuken’s technical experts in established 

automotive and transportation bases across Asia, Europe and the U.S. 

Zuken is recognized as an industry leader in cabling and wire harness software through its Cabling 

Designer, E3.series and E3.EDM solutions. The newly-released E3.EDM is the industry-first data 

management solution for native engineering project data and libraries. In addition, Zuken supplies EDA 

software to companies who claim almost half of the market share in the automotive electronics sector – 

a sector worth an estimated $44.8 billion in 2013. Many tier 1 suppliers use Zuken’s electronic design 

solution CR-8000 for ECU development. 

“Zuken has a long pedigree within the transportation sector and our electrical and electronic tools are 

used to design today’s market-leading traditionally-fuelled automobiles, as well as for electric, hybrid, 

racing and commercial vehicles. We work with many leading global OEMs, as well as their tier 1 and 

engineering providers. Reinhold Blank has the expertise to further grow our position in the marketplace 

in collaboration with our global colleagues.” - Gerhard Lipski, Zuken Europe General Manager 

“Zuken is well on the way to becoming a truly global solution provider. By establishing an international 

transportation competence center we have met a major milestone in reaching this goal. I am confident 

that the center will bring substantial benefits to our customers around the world.” - Mr. Jinya Katsube, 

Chief Operating Officer of Zuken Inc 

Blank has more than 25 years of experience in ECAD, with recent positions at Leoni and Intedis. His 

technical expertise lies in developing electronic architecture and wiring harness tool solutions. He brings 

global market experience, most recently within China as General Manager for Intedis in Shanghai. 

Blank sees Zuken’s solutions portfolio and his team’s expertise as a perfect fit to address the automotive 

industry’s needs in the quickly growing area of vehicle electronics. 

“Zuken has an excellent reputation for its professional tools and solutions in the electronic and electrical 

system design area. By combining the technologies and skills of the Zuken operations in Asia, U.S. and 

in Europe we will be able to offer a unique solution portfolio to our global customers. I am proud that 

my team and I can contribute to this strategic operation.” - Reinhold Blank, Zuken Business Director 

Automotive 

 

http://www.zuken.com/en/products/electrical-wire-harness-design/e3-series
http://www.zuken.com/en/products/engineering-data-management/e3edm
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Events News 

3D Systems Expands Successful Worldwide “Manufacturing the Future” Seminar Series for Local 

Businesses, Entrepreneurs and Designers 

4 August 2014 

 

3D Systems announced today an extension of its highly successful worldwide seminar series designed to 

inform, educate, train and inspire local businesses, entrepreneurs, designers and other professionals 

worldwide on the new paradigm of 3D printing-powered design-to-manufacturing technology. 

The seminars, which have currently reached over 7,000 attendees, include demonstrations from the 

company’s 2014 product line spanning more than 20 new printers, design solutions and advanced 

materials, all of which are at the core of 3DS’ 3DPRINTING 2.0 initiative. 

This expanded seminar series will consist of approximately 300 total events between July and October 

2014 at 3DS reseller locations throughout the globe from North America and Europe to the Middle East 

and Asia. It will give attendees a firsthand look how 3DS’ newest technologies can benefit the full 

spectrum of high-end manufacturers down to prosumers. 

3DPRINTING 2.0 represents the exponential advancement in speed, capacity and performance materials 

that the company’s new roster of products brings to its entire 3D content-to-print platform for companies 

large and small, independent entrepreneurs, prosumers and consumers alike. 

This seminar series will give clients a close look at the diversity and power of 3DPRINTING 2.0 as 

resellers demonstrate many of 3DS’ new products, spanning industrial-grade to desktop 3D printers, 

advanced materials including manufacturing-grade metals, ceramics and full-color plastics, and new 

scan-to-design and inspection tools for the engineer’s and designer’s desktop. Participants will see: 

 New developments in ColorJet 3D printing with full-color plastic 

 Expanded capabilities with multi-material composite parts in a single print 

 Fab-grade performance from the ProX
™

 950, the latest SLA 3D printer for high-volume 

manufacturing 

 Production-grade SLS capabilities and part quality on par with injection molding from the ProX 

500 

 Enhanced, low-cost jewelry and dental casting pattern capabilities with the ProJet® 1200 

 Sub-$5,000, multi-material prosumer 3D printers 

 Sessions detailing how to evaluate the range of technology and choose the right 3D printer for 

any application 

“This seminar series not only represents our commitment to providing the most complete set of 3D 

printers and expanding our portfolio, but it also exemplifies our dedication to our clients and to helping 

them find the right mix of cost and 3D printing capabilities that will drive their business into a 

successful future,” said Michele Marchesan, Chief Opportunity Officer, 3DS. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 
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3D Systems to Present at the Needham Advanced Industrial Technologies Conference 

7 August 2014 

 

3D Systems announced today that its Senior Vice President and CFO, Damon Gregoire, plans to present 

at the 3
rd

 Annual Needham Advanced Industrial Technologies Conference on Thursday, August 7, 2014 

at 2:00 PM ET. 

A live audio webcast and replay of the presentation will be available on 3DS’ website under the Investor 

Relations section at 3DSystems.com/investor. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Datakit will Showcase the Latest Enhancements of its Rhinoceros Plug-Ins at Rhino Meeting 2014 

5 August 2014 

 

This year, McNeel, publisher of the modeling software Rhinoceros, will organize its fourth resellers and 

partners meeting in Barcelona (Spain). 

As the developer of CrossCad/Plg, import and export plug-ins for Rhinoceros, Datakit will be attending 

this event and will showcase its products to the other partners. 

Datakit plug-ins for Rhino, for which the version 2014.3 has just been made available, make it possible 

to import files from a dozen of formats non natively supported by the software (ACIS, CATIA V4, V5 

& V6, CGR, Inventor, JT, Parasolid, PLMXML, ProE / Creo Parametric, Solid Edge and UG NX). 

They also allow Rhino users to export their work to formats such as CATIA V4, CATIA V5, Parasolid 

and 3DPDF, in order to share their models with other CAD software users. 

Two new export plug-ins have also been added to the last version: Rhino 3D to JT and Rhino 3D to 

CGR, bringing the number of exportable formats from Rhino to six. 

These plug-ins are available individually, depending on the desired formats, or as bundles including 

nearly all import or export formats available. 

Do not hesitate to contact Datakit if you also come to this event or if you want to learn more about 

CrossCad/Plg. 

More information about the Rhino Meeting 2014 are available here: rm14.mcneel.com. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Delcam’s ArtCAM Pro Makes Complex Shapes Easy for Woodworkers at IWF 

4 August 2014 

 

Delcam will demonstrate the latest version of its ArtCAM Pro design and manufacturing software for 

woodworking applications on booth 7473 at the International Woodworking Fair in Atlanta, Georgia, 

from 20th to 23rd August.  ArtCAM Pro makes it much easier to create complex designs, with a new 

approach called interactive distortion modelling.  This allows users to distort either vectors or reliefs 

http://www.3dsystems.com/
http://www.3dsystems.com/investor
http://www.datakit.com/en/conversion-plug-ins/rhino-25.html
http://www.datakit.com/cad-convertors/rhino-to-jt/1920-rhino-3d-to-jt.html
http://www.datakit.com/cad-convertors/rhino-to-cgr/1919-rhino-3d-to-cgr.html
http://www.datakit.com/cad-convertors/rhino-to-cgr/1919-rhino-3d-to-cgr.html
http://rm14.mcneel.com/
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within ArtCAM models by bending or stretching the design, and to see the results in real time. 

Unlike most other CADCAM systems, ArtCAM Pro is aimed at skilled artisans rather than engineers 

and requires little knowledge of engineering or computing.  It has been particularly successful in the 

signmaking, woodworking and engraving industries.  In these areas and in other artistic applications, 

ArtCAM Pro allows users to increase productivity, improve quality and deliver new designs more 

quickly, by combining their craft skills and creativity with the power and precision of computer-aided 

manufacturing. 

The addition of interactive distortion modelling in the latest release makes ArtCAM Pro’s unique free-

relief modelling even more powerful.  Interactive distortion modelling makes it possible to create the 

most complex shapes quickly and easily, with the ability to see the effects of any changes while they are 

being made. 

Once the design of the particular element has been finalised, it can be moved, rotated, rescaled and 

copied, either individually or as part of a group.  Any part of the design can be isolated, edited and then 

recombined into a group for duplication or further editing within the group.  At any stage in the process, 

either individual items or a group of items can be saved within ArtCAM Pro’s clipart library for use in 

future projects. 

A second major strength of ArtCAM is the creation and editing of vector artwork.  A number of 

snapping options make vector creation quick and easy.  These include the ability to snap to anything in 

the design, including any point on a vector, intersections between vectors, guidelines and key points 

within a model, such as the origin, centre and corners. 

For users that have designs supplied by their customers, the Vector Doctor allows imported vectors to be 

cleaned up ready for manufacturing.  Duplicate vectors and vectors longer, shorter, larger or smaller 

than specified sizes can be identified immediately.  In addition, "quick-select” functions help to spot 

unobvious open vectors that could cause machining issues. 

Vectors can be joined automatically when they are mirrored using any of the many mirroring options in 

ArtCAM Pro.  This allows faster creation of vertical and horizontal vector patterns.  In addition, vectors 

can now be offset interactively by dragging the offset to the required position as well as being moved by 

a specified amount. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Delcam’s latest CAD and CAM to debut at Northern Manufacturing 

7 August 2014 

 

Delcam will give UK debuts to the 2015 versions of its PowerSHAPE Pro CAD and reverse engineering 

software, and its FeatureCAM and PowerMILL CAM systems at the Northern Manufacturing exhibition 

to be held at Event City, Manchester, on 1st and 2nd October.  Each of the programs contains major 

enhancements that will help manufacturing companies to increase productivity, improve quality and 

reduce lead times. 

By offering a combination of solid, surface and direct modelling, together with reverse engineering 

functionality, PowerSHAPE Pro provides the most comprehensive range of design techniques available 

in a single CAD program.  Having all the different technologies in the same package reduces the need to 
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transfer data between multiple programs and so streamlines the whole product development process.  At 

the same time, the combination of quick and easy direct modelling options, together with powerful and 

flexible surface modelling, makes PowerSHAPE Pro the perfect choice for design for manufacture. 

The main enhancement in the 2015 release is to the Smart Feature Selector which allows multiple 

similar features to be found and selected using either a specific value or a range of values.  Once the 

particular group has been selected, all the features within it can be edited simultaneously.  For example, 

all holes having a diameter of 5mm can have their diameter increased to 10mm in one operation. 

The new release of PowerMILL, Delcam’s programming system for high-speed and five-axis 

machining, includes improvements to the Vortex high-efficiency area-clearance strategy, expanded 

collision checking to also cover near misses, and more efficient raster finishing. 

Vortex produces safe toolpaths with a much deeper cut by using a controlled engagement angle that 

maintains the optimum cutting conditions for the whole toolpath.  As a result, higher feed rates and 

material-removal rates are possible, making the cutting time shorter by as much as 70%.  In addition, 

cutting is undertaken at a more consistent volume-removal rate and at a near constant feedrate, so 

extending tool life and protecting the machine.  

Two enhancements in PowerMILL 2015 will give even greater reductions in machining time with 

Vortex compared to conventional roughing. The first change allows toolpaths to approach the part from 

outside the stock at the cutting height for open pockets or in areas where earlier cuts have made this 

possible. 

The second change allows an increased feed rate to be set for non-cutting moves. The default value is set 

at double the rate for the cutting moves but this can be altered as required for each machine tool.  The 

extra time that can be saved depends on the shape of the part but an additional saving of around 20% 

should be expected above the earlier releases of Vortex. 

FeatureCAM was the world’s first feature-based programming software when it was launched in 

1995.  Constant development since then has ensured that the system has retained its leadership in 

programming speed and ease of use, while an increased range of strategies has been added to provide 

more efficient toolpaths that give greater productivity on a wider range of machinery, including mill-

turn machines, five-axis mills and wire EDM equipment. 

FeatureCAM 2015 includes a range of enhancements in three-axis milling, two-axis and five-axis 

drilling, turning and turn-mill, and wire EDM to make the software even more powerful and easier to 

use.   

FeatureCAM 2015 also allows easier programming of families of parts. Working with the part library, 

the software matches the names of features within the part library with user-created curves relating to 

those features.  This makes the programming of subsequent parts in the family much easier and faster. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Four Vero Brands Feature at Largest Show  

4 August 2014 

 

Four of Vero Software’s leading brands will feature at North America’s largest manufacturing 

technology exhibition – IMTS, from September 8
th

 – 13
th

. 
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Edgecam, SURFCAM, VISI and WorkNC are demonstrating the new and enhanced technology in their 

latest releases on booth E-3114 at the McCormick Place complex in Chicago. 

CIMdata’s recently published NC Software Market Analysis Report confirmed Vero’s position as the 

world’s number one CAM-focused business, with more than double the number of installed software 

licenses than any other software vendor. “IMTS is the perfect place for manufacturers to see why so 

many of their peers use Vero’s game-changing technology, giving them the edge they need to stay 

competitive,” says Marc Freebrey, Vero Software’s Marketing Director. 

Expected to attract more than 100,000 visitors from over 112 countries, IMTS is North America’s 

premier manufacturing technology show, which makes it an ideal venue for Vero to showcase its 

CAD/CAM/CAE software. The broad application of its products serves a multitude of manufacturing 

industries such as automotive, electronic, medical, white goods and aerospace. 

 Edgecam’s unparalleled ease of use and sophisticated toolpath generation provides a one-stop 

solution for milling, turning and mill-turn machining. Its recent game-changing additions include 

the Waveform Roughing Strategy, which is a high speed machining technique maintaining a 

constant tool cutting load by ensuring the tool engagement into the material is consistent. The 

tool path moves in a smooth path to avoid sharp changes in direction which maintains the 

machine tool’s optimum velocity.  

 SURFCAM is a powerful 3D CAM product that achieves the balance between technical features 

and ease of use, ensuring users become even more productive and profitable. Individual modules 

are tailored to manufacturers’ specific requirements, and include 2 – 5-axis milling, lathe and 

mill turn, and wire EDM. IMTS is an ideal opportunity to take a look at Part Modeler, a recently 

launched CAD tool specifically designed for quick and simple construction and modification of 

solid models with fully associative drafting capabilities.  

 VISI is acknowledged as the world’s leading CAD/CAM solution for the Mould & Die industry. 

VISI provides fully integrated wireframe, surface and solid modelling, comprehensive 2D, 3D 

and 5-Axis machining strategies and industry focussed solutions for plastic injection tool design 

with material flow analysis and progressive die design with step-by-step unfolding, blank 

development and springback compensation. 

 WorkNC is a multi-axis CAM software solution for surface or solid models in mould, die and 

tooling industries. WorkNC generates automated, efficient toolpaths providing dramatic 

productivity gains through shorter machining times, longer tool life, improved surface finish and 

accuracy, better machine utilization, and fast and easy CNC programming.  

Every new release of the software includes a number of new or enhanced items of functionality, and the 

latest developments will be on display on the Vero Software booth – E-3114. 

Vero has direct offices in the UK, Germany, Italy, France, Japan, USA, Brazil, Netherlands, China, 

South Korea, Spain and India supplying products to more than 45 countries through its wholly owned 

subsidiaries and reseller network. The company has recently been acquired by Hexagon AB, a global 

provider of design, measurement and visualisation technologies. 
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Mentor Graphics Vice President of Corporate Development and Investor Relations, Joseph Reinhart, 
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to Present at the 16th Annual Pacific Crest Global Technology Leadership Forum 

7 August 2014 

 

Mentor Graphics Corporation today announced that Joseph Reinhart, Vice President of Corporate 

Development and Investor Relations, will present at the 16
th

 Annual Pacific Crest Global Technology 

Leadership Forum. 

Who:  Joseph Reinhart, Vice President of Corporate Development and Investor Relations at Mentor 

Graphics 

When:  Tuesday, August 12, 2014, 9:30 am Mountain Time 

Where:  Sonnenalp Resort, Vail, CO 
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Murata Manufacturing and Yanmar Energy Systems to Present at Aras ACE 2014 Japan in Osaka 

7 August 2014 

 

Aras® announced that Murata Manufacturing and Yanmar Energy Systems will present at the 2014 Aras 

Community Event (ACE) in Osaka, Japan. Murata will share best practices for addressing challenges in 

electronic circuit design and manufacturing. Yanmar will share its strategy for IT business process 

improvement using Aras Innovator. ACE 2014 Japan takes place October 7, 2014 in Tokyo and October 

10, 2014 in Osaka. Details and registration at http://aras.com/plm/002515  

ACE 2014 Japan 

Free to Attend - No Fee (Space is Limited - Registration Required) 

Details and Registration: http://aras.com/plm/002515  

Expanded to two locations, Tokyo and Osaka, ACE 2014 Japan provides attendees an opportunity to 

learn about next generation product lifecycle management and collaborate on PLM best practices for 

addressing the complex challenges of global product development. Attendees will see and learn how 

leading companies around the world have transformed their business processes with Aras, network with 

peers who are working on advanced PLM initiatives, and meet with Aras staff and partners. 

The theme of the conference is RIGHT NOW emphasizing the many things global enterprises can do 

with Aras and Aras Innovator “right now”, and the impact Aras PLM can have on the business “right 

now”. Aras CEO and Founder, Peter Schroer will deliver the keynote address live in both Tokyo and 

Osaka. Agenda, additional speakers, conference details and Free Registration at: 

http://aras.com/plm/002515  
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OPEN MIND at AMB 

4 August 2014 

 

OPEN MIND Technologies AG will be exhibiting at this year’s International Exhibition for Metal 

http://aras.com/plm/002515
http://aras.com/plm/002515
http://aras.com/plm/002515
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Working (AMB), which takes place from 16 to 20 September at Messe Stuttgart. At Booth B32 in Hall 

4, the developer of CAM/CAD software and postprocessors will present the new 2014.1 version of its 

hyperMILL® CAM solution including the CAD section, hyperCAD®-S, and the hyperMAXX® high-

performance cutting module. The new version offers advanced 5axis machining strategies and numerous 

convenient functions to facilitate operation. 

hyperCAD
®
-S is hyperMILL

®
 ’s own CAD system that was developed specifically to address the 

requirements of CAM users. The ‘Deformation’ module is a completely new function that has been 

introduced to hyperCAD
®
-S. This powerful tool for the targeted deformation of geometries allows 

component areas to be modified globally and locally. Up to now, this was often only possible using 

elaborate modelling techniques. Further improvements to hyperCAD
®
-S include shortcut menus for 

toolpaths and the option to lock elements so that they cannot be deleted or edited. 

Intelligent 5axis strategies –Drilling in workplanes 

5axis rework machining also offers new functions. When converting from 3axis toolpaths to 5axis 

toolpaths, different tool types, such as barrel and woodruff cutters, can now be used. There are also new 

strategies for adjusting the tool to the machining model. This function can also be used for roughing 

with hyperMAXX
®
.  

The new 5-axis drilling technique is: ‘Drilling in workplanes’. This mode has many benefits and allows 

the user to define the direction of drilling using workplanes. Relative clearance planes are now used for 

the different workplanes according to user specifications. A global clearance plane was used in the past. 

This new and simplified procedure improves safety and has the advantage that it can be used on all 

machines. 
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Financial News 

ANSYS, Inc. Reports Record Q2 2014 Results 

5 August 2014 

 

Quarterly Highlights: 

 GAAP revenue of $232.4 million and non-GAAP revenue of $233.9 million 

 GAAP diluted earnings per share of $0.67 and non-GAAP diluted earnings per share of $0.86 

 GAAP operating profit margin of 35.9% and non-GAAP operating profit margin of 47.5% 

 Repurchased 970,200 shares at an average price of $74.31 

ANSYS, Inc., today announced second quarter 2014 non-GAAP revenue growth of 8% in reported 

currency and 7% in constant currency. Non-GAAP and GAAP net income increased by 11% and 13%, 

respectively, while non-GAAP and GAAP diluted earnings per share increased by 12% and 14%, 

respectively, as compared to Q2 2013. Revenue growth in the second quarter continued across all three 

major geographic regions, all major product lines and a broad array of industries. 

"Q2 was a record quarter for ANSYS with revenues at the high end of our guidance range, and earnings 

above the high end of our range. We are encouraged by the continued progress that we have made in 

our Asia-Pacific business, as demonstrated by another quarter of double digit revenue growth. 
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Additionally, most of our key financial metrics performed as anticipated, including our recurring 

business which represented 71% of non-GAAP revenue for the quarter, our non-GAAP operating profit 

margin at 47.5% and a record deferred revenue and backlog balance in excess of $440 million. Our 

results reflect a combination of improved execution in targeted areas of our business, as well as the 

continuation of softness in certain markets that we highlighted last quarter. During the second quarter, 

we also returned capital to our stockholders through the repurchase of over 970,000 shares," stated Jim 

Cashman, ANSYS President and Chief Executive Officer. 

ANSYS' second quarter and year-to-date financial results are presented below. The 2014 and 2013 non-

GAAP results exclude the income statement effects of acquisition adjustments to deferred revenue, the 

impact of stock-based compensation and acquisition-related amortization of intangible assets, as well as 

acquisition-related transaction costs. 

 Total GAAP revenue of $232.4 million in the second quarter of 2014 as compared to total GAAP 

revenue of $214.9 million in the second quarter of 2013; total GAAP revenue of $447.6 

million in the first six months of 2014 as compared to total GAAP revenue of $412.6 million in 

the first six months of 2013; total non-GAAP revenue of $233.9 million in the second quarter of 

2014 as compared to total non-GAAP revenue of $216.2 million in the second quarter of 2013; 

total non-GAAP revenue of $450.4 million in the first six months of 2014 as compared to total 

non-GAAP revenue of $415.7 million in the first six months of 2013; 

 A GAAP operating profit margin of 35.9% in the second quarter of 2014 as compared to 36.5% 

in the second quarter of 2013; a GAAP operating profit margin of 36.3% in the first six months 

of 2014 as compared to 35.9% in the first six months of 2013; a non-GAAP operating profit 

margin of 47.5% in the second quarter of 2014 as compared to 48.4% in the second quarter of 

2013; a non-GAAP operating profit margin of 47.3% in the first six months of 2014 as compared 

to 48.3% in the first six months of 2013; 

 GAAP net income of $63.0 million in the second quarter of 2014 as compared to $55.9 

million in the second quarter of 2013; GAAP net income of $119.6 million in the first six months 

of 2014 as compared to $107.0 million in the first six months of 2013; non-GAAP net income 

of $81.5 million in the second quarter of 2014 as compared to $73.4 million in the second quarter 

of 2013; non-GAAP net income of $153.5 million in the first six months of 2014 as compared 

to $141.1 million in the first six months of 2013; 

 GAAP diluted earnings per share of $0.67* in the second quarter of 2014 as compared 

to $0.59 in the second quarter of 2013; GAAP diluted earnings per share of $1.26 in the first six 

months of 2014 as compared to $1.12 in the first six months of 2013; non-GAAP diluted 

earnings per share of $0.86* in the second quarter of 2014 as compared to $0.77 in the second 

quarter of 2013; non-GAAP diluted earnings per share of $1.62 in the first six months of 2014 as 

compared to $1.48in the first six months of 2013; and 

 Operating cash flows of $79.8 million in the second quarter of 2014 as compared to $87.1 

million in the second quarter of 2013; operating cash flows of $211.5 million in the first six 

months of 2014 as compared to $182.6 million in the first six months of 2013. 

To view an unabridged version of this press release, visit: 

http://otp.investis.com/clients/us/ansys/usn/usnews-story.aspx?cid=806&newsid=17359  

 

Click here to return to Contents 
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HP to Present Live Audio Webcast of Third Quarter Earnings Conference Call 

6 August 2014 

 

HP will conduct a live audio webcast of its conference call to review its financial results for the third 

fiscal quarter ended July 31, 2014. 

The call is scheduled for Wednesday, Aug. 20, at 5 p.m. ET / 2 p.m. PT, and the webcast will be 

available at www.hp.com/investor/2014Q3Webcast. 

A replay of the audio webcast will be available at the same website shortly after the call and will remain 

available for approximately one year. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Synopsys Announces Earnings Release Date for Third Quarter Fiscal Year 2014 

6 August 2014 

 

Synopsys, Inc. announced it will report results for the third quarter of fiscal year 2014 on 

Wednesday, Aug. 20, 2014, after the market close.  

A conference call to review the results will begin at 2:00 p.m. PT (5:00 p.m. ET) and will be hosted 

by Aart de Geus, chairman and co-chief executive officer, and Brian Beattie, chief financial officer. 

Financial and other statistical information to be discussed on this conference call will be available on the 

corporate website at http://www.synopsys.com, immediately before the call.  A live webcast will also be 

available on this site.  Participants should access the live webcast at least 10 minutes prior to the start of 

the call.  A webcast replay can be accessed on the corporate website beginning Wednesday, Aug. 20, 

2014, at approximately 4:00 p.m. PT.  The replay will remain available until Synopsys announces its 

fourth quarter and fiscal year 2014 results in December 2014.  In addition, a dial-up replay of the 

conference call will be available beginning Aug. 20, 2014, at 4:00 p.m. PT, ending on Sept. 3, 2014, at 

midnight.  The replay telephone number is USA (800) 475-6701, and International (320) 365-3844, 

Access Code 333616. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Trimble Reports Second Quarter 2014 Results 

5 August 2014 

 

Trimble announced financial results for the second quarter of 2014. 

Second Quarter 2014 Financial Highlights 

 Second quarter 2014 revenue of $642.2 million was up 11 percent as compared to the second 

quarter of 2013. Engineering and Construction revenue was $368.1 million, up 17 percent, with 

growth across all major product categories. Field Solutions revenue was $114.5 million, down 1 

http://ctt.marketwire.com/?release=1135654&id=4491253&type=1&url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.hp.com%2finvestor%2f2014Q3Webcast
http://www.synopsys.com/
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percent due to weakness in sales of agriculture products, partially offset by an increase in 

Geographic Information System (GIS) sales. Mobile Solutions revenue was $122.9 million, up 6 

percent due primarily to double-digit growth in sales of transportation and logistics solutions. 

Advanced Devices revenue was $36.8 million, up 17 percent. Revenue in all major regions grew, 

with the largest percentage increases in Europe and Asia Pacific.  

 GAAP operating income was $97.1 million, up 50 percent as compared to the second quarter of 

2013. GAAP operating margin was 15.1 percent of revenue as compared to 11.3 percent of 

revenue in the second quarter of 2013. Non-GAAP operating income of $148.9 million was up 

24 percent as compared to the second quarter of 2013. Non-GAAP operating margin was 23.2 

percent of revenue as compared to 20.9 percent of revenue in the second quarter of 2013, driven 

primarily by growth in non-GAAP gross margin to 58.5 percent of revenue. GAAP gross margin 

was 55.2 percent of revenue. 

 GAAP net income was $77.8 million, up 43 percent as compared to the second quarter of 2013. 

Diluted GAAP earnings per share were $0.29 as compared to diluted GAAP earnings per share 

of $0.21 in the second quarter of 2013. Non-GAAP net income of $120.8 million was up 23 

percent as compared to the second quarter of 2013. Diluted non-GAAP earnings per share 

were $0.45 as compared to diluted non-GAAP earnings per share of $0.38 in the second quarter 

of 2013. The GAAP and non-GAAP tax rates were 21 percent. 

 Operating cash flow in the quarter was $131.2 million. Year-to-date operating cash flow 

was $214.6 million, an increase of 25 percent over the prior year. 

Subsequent to the end of the second quarter, Trimble repurchased shares pursuant to a Rule 10b-5(1) 

plan under its open $100 million authorization. As of close of trading August 4, the company has 

repurchased approximately 1.37 million shares for a total amount of $43.2 million.   

"The results for the second quarter reflect record revenue and margin performance," said Steven W. 

Berglund, Trimble's president and chief executive officer. "Almost all of the revenue growth was 

organic, which reflects generally improved market conditions outside of agriculture. Although we 

currently anticipate agriculture to remain a challenging market through the rest of the year, we expect 

our other markets will more than offset that effect. The construction industry, in particular, is 

accelerating adoption of our technology as the benefits become better understood."  

To view an unabridged version of this press release, visit: 

http://www.trimble.com/news/release.aspx?id=080514a  

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Implementation Investments 

BioPlastics Improves Customer Response with ZW3D CAD/CAM 

5 August 2014 

 

ZW3D today announced it has been chosen by BioPlastics, a manufacturer of coated webbing products, 

for efficient mold design, helping them respond to customers faster than ever with saved costs. 

BioPlastics is a leading global manufacturer of coated webbing and assemblies, with products widely 

applied in markets like equine, medical, sporting goods, canine, safety and military and more. 

http://www.trimble.com/news/release.aspx?id=080514a
http://zwsoft.us7.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=9e4ca9137dcca54dd7bf1b9a9&id=aad265781d&e=30ac0cea39
http://zwsoft.us7.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=9e4ca9137dcca54dd7bf1b9a9&id=1315d84997&e=30ac0cea39
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The Need 
In the past, BioPlastics used a 2D system to design customized extrusion dies to apply plastic coating to 

webbing and then outsourced the machining work. And their vendor would re-create the design using 

CAD/CAM program. “It was inefficient and cost us money,” says Bob Sherwin, Design Engineer of 

BioPlastics. “There would always be these extra expenses for ‘engineering time’ on invoices from the 

tooling shop.” 

Sherwin says, “Since the tooling shop was using a 3D package, we started investigating 3D solid 

modeling programs and finally selected ZW3D, in part, because our vendor was using ZW3D, but more 

importantly, it appeared to have an easy learning curve and provided all capabilities needed.”  

The Solution 
Now, using ZW3D, BioPlastics creates 3D models of the extrusion dies and sends them directly to the 

vendor, which speeds the die creating process and saves costs spent on die recreation. Finally, the 

shortened leads time allows BioPlastics to be more responsive to customers. 

“I was surprised that ZW3D was so easy to use,” Sherwin notes. “It takes just seconds to change a 

dimension and update the whole design, including drawings.” 

Craig Tennant, VP of manufacturing for BioPlastics, adds, “There has been an unanticipated benefit of 

using ZW3D. We now use ZW3D to produce 3D photo-realistic renderings that allow customers to see 

exactly the finished product before producing a prototype. This gives them a better understanding of 

what they’re going to get, speeds up their approval process and increases their satisfaction. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 
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2014 BlueCielo Meridian Enterprise Solution Suite Has Been Released 

7 August 2014 

 

BlueCielo Meridian 2014 Suite is now available including BlueCielo Meridian Enterprise 

2014, BlueCielo Meridian Explorer 2014, and BlueCielo Publisher 2014. 

The 2014 release offers easy central deployment and global roll-out, with extended audit trails, seamless 

dashboard integrations and support for the latest (CAD) authoring applications. 

BlueCielo Meridian Enterprise 2014 

BlueCielo Meridian Enterprise is an Engineering Content Management and Collaboration software 

solution designed to optimise business processes related to the creation, collaboration, distribution and 

management of 2D and 3D CAD engineering data plus all other document formats. BlueCielo Meridian 

Enterprise creates the ultimate CAD-independent collaboration platform that connects people and links 

engineering content to the enterprise by leveraging design-related information – from different authoring 

systems, throughout the asset lifecycle.  

BlueCielo Meridian Enterprise 2014 offers various enhancements for central deployment scenarios 

including Citrix and use of the authoring web access client, focused on handling plant modification 

engineering projects. To facilitate central deployment, use of 64bit server environments has been 

improved through the introduction of Hypertrieve 5 which improves the overall user experience of the 
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system. Efficiency in global roll-out is improved though the combination of BlueCielo Meridian 

Enterprise, BlueCielo Meridian Explorer and the BlueCielo Publisher into a single setup with central 

user management and extended audit trail functionality. 

BlueCielo Meridian Modules 2014 

The 2014 version add-on modules for BlueCielo Meridian addressing specific business issues are also 

available, including: 

 BlueCielo Meridian Advanced Project Workflow module 2014 

 BlueCielo Meridian Asset Management module 2014 

 BlueCielo Meridian eMail Manager module 2014 

 BlueCielo Meridian FDA module 2014 

Support for the latest (CAD) application versions 

BlueCielo Meridian Enterprise 2014 supports the latest versions of authoring applications including 

Microsoft Office, Autodesk 2015 family including AutoCAD, AutoCAD P&ID, Revit and Inventor, 

Bentley MicroStation and Dassault Systèmes SolidWorks and supports the latest MS Windows 

operating systems. BlueCielo Meridian Enterprise 2014 offers integration with Microsoft SharePoint 

2010 and Microsoft SharePoint 2013 through use of web parts.  

Interested in all the applications we support? Download the Supported Software white paper. 

BlueCielo Meridian Explorer 2014 

BlueCielo Meridian Explorer provides a read-only search environment, which is easily integrated with 

maintenance management systems such as IBM Maximo and SAP EAM. The 2014 version provides 

“discussion” functionality, which can be stored within the combined audit trail with BlueCielo Meridian 

Enterprise for full proof of control. In addition, the 2014 version seamlessly integrates dashboards 

within the user interface. 

BlueCielo Meridian Explorer is also available as an app. 

BlueCielo Publisher 2014 

BlueCielo Publisher offers the capability to render documents from various source content management 

systems, such as BlueCielo Meridian Enterprise and Microsoft SharePoint and publish them into the 

same or another destination system. In the new 2014 version, the BlueCielo Publisher supports the 

Autodesk 2015 family, Microsoft SharePoint 2013 (as well as MS SharePoint 2010) and provides easier 

cluster support. 

Engineering collaboration in Microsoft SharePoint 2013 

BlueCielo Meridian Project Portal 2014 is the only Microsoft SharePoint based portal that offers full 

collaboration with the entire supplier network without giving direct access to the internal master data 

and workflows. This guarantees data consistency and compliance while minimizing costs related to 

handover of critical engineering content. 

BlueCielo Meridian Project Portal integrates seamlessly with BlueCielo Meridian Enterprise, allowing 

full document control, transmittal management functionality and distribution matrices support within a 

MS SharePoint environment, while project control is based on internal and external applicable 

regulations and procedures. BlueCielo Meridian Project Portal runs on Microsoft SharePoint 2013 (in 

addition to SharePoint 2010) both on-premises and hosted in Microsoft Azure for a hybrid cloud 

solution. 

http://www.bluecieloecm.com/sites/default/files/2014%20Product%20Management/Meridian2014_SS_A4.pdf
http://www.bluecieloecm.com/explorer-touch
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Arena Solutions and SiliconExpert Partner to Reduce Supply Chain Risk 

5 August 2014 

 

Arena Solutions today announced that it has integrated Arena PLM with SiliconExpert Technologies’ 

extensive electronic components information database. As a result, Arena PLM customers can now 

perform proactive health and risk assessments on all components within the BOM (Bill of Materials) 

and leverage their subscription to SiliconExpert’s deep and richly documented components database. 

To be successful, OEMs (Original Equipment Manufacturers) must develop and deliver superior 

products on schedule and under budget. Success depends largely on maintaining a healthy supply chain 

and reducing risk factors such as obsolescence, single-sourced components, regulation compliance, and 

market availability of electronic components. Failure to assess and mitigate these risks can result in 

product lifecycle issues, increased product costs and poor product quality. 

Arena’s integration with SiliconExpert addresses these challenges by enabling users with instant access 

to critical component information and delivering complete transparency across the entire product BOM 

in a single view. SiliconExpert is an industry leading Electronic Components Database that provides 

accurate, comprehensive, and current information on over 250 million components from over 12,000 

manufacturers. This integrated solution eliminates the need to search multiple websites for component 

information and allows OEMs to quickly identify, analyze and address BOM risk directly within Arena 

PLM. 

Benefits of the integration include: 

 Improved BOM risk management: Customers are able to take a proactive approach to 

component lifecycle, regulation compliance and multi-source risk. Identifying and mitigating 

component and supply chain risk issues early in the product lifecycle reduces the chance of 

production stoppages with costly rework and redesign efforts that can eat into profit margins. 

 Instant access to component documentation: Eliminate the need to search multiple 

manufacturer websites to obtain component documentation. SiliconExpert’s rich, multi-sourced 

documentation includes content such as datasheets, RoHS (Restriction of Hazardous 

Substances), REACH (Registration, Evaluation, Authorization and Restriction of Chemicals), 

conflict minerals and product change notifications. SiliconExpert also diligently maintains its 

accuracy and freshness, assuring only the most up-to-date information is provided. 

 Accurately forecast electronic component obsolescence: Proactively manage obsolescence 

with the most up to date lifecycle status, part risk analysis, and years to end-of-life 

forecasts. Avoid stops and starts of the new product introduction (NPI) process by knowing 

component status early in the development process. 

“With this integration, Arena PLM can serve as the front-end process to identify lifecycle and 

compliance issues much more quickly and efficiently on all components in the BOM,” said Steve 

Chalgren, vice president of product strategy at Arena Solutions. “SiliconExpert’s data and tools analyze 

the BOM and immediately provide the most up-to-date component information. Being able to leverage 

the strength of both solutions from a single, intuitive interface allows OEMs to easily be much more 

proactive in reducing risk in their supply chains.” 
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“By partnering with Arena,” said Phil Boucher, vice president of worldwide sales at SiliconExpert 

Technologies, “OEMs will gain visibility over component issues and allow for early mitigation steps to 

avoid issues in downstream production processes. Anyone who’s spent time searching the Web for 

component information will appreciate the time savings this integration will provide.” 
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CimatronE 12 Launched: Includes Significant Productivity Improvements and New Features 

Supporting 3D Printing Technologies 

6 August 2014 

 

Cimatron Limited announced today the official release of CimatronE 12, the latest version of its 

integrated CAD/CAM software. CimatronE 12 provides new and enhanced tools that can dramatically 

ramp up productivity and minimize overheads in the design and manufacturing of molds, dies and 

discrete parts. 

"More than ever, tool shops are under growing pressure to stay competitive," said Mr. Ira Bareket, 

Cimatron's VP Sales and Marketing. "While high quality is a given, delivery deadlines get shorter and 

shorter. In addition, tool shops may find themselves in situations where they are forced to slash delivery 

times after a project has already started. This presents them with serious challenges, particularly in 

managing their workflow and remaining profitable. CimatronE's newest version addresses these 

challenges with significant improvements in design automation, process management, machine 

utilization and ease of use, and helps our customers achieve success." 

On the CAM side, CimatronE 12 has raised the bar with programming efficiency, roughing productivity 

and finishing quality.   

The new NC Setup tool lets users define materials, machines and part setup, offering better process 

management. The new Machine Preview shortens programming cycles by enabling optimization of 

multi-axis machine orientation before the toolpath is calculated. Another new capability enables users to 

visualize the remaining stock in color and on the fly, for better decision-making at any point of the 

process. 

Roughing productivity is dramatically enhanced in CimatronE 12 with a new, highly accurate 3D stock 

for 3+2 Axis positioning and 5 Axis, resulting in safe roughing and reduced machining time. 

Additionally, better surface quality and longer tool life are obtained thanks to the more uniform toolpath, 

which provides smoother machine motion, and reduced vibrations. 

A new Rest Milling strategy for handling complex geometry with any cutter combinations delivers a 

more efficient toolpath and less machining time. 

One of the outstanding features in CimatronE 12 is the powerful new EDM Setup environment that can 

fully control the electrodeburning process on any EDM machine as well as enable safe, "lights-out" 

operation. It can be easily adapted to any customer's in-house methodology and standards, supporting 

both direct and indirect output file formats. 

Mold and die designers will enjoy a wholly revamped insert design application that automatically 

creates all standard aspects of the design, saving a lot of time and manual operations. Additionally, 

Motion Simulation was greatly enhanced with the ability to conduct valuable dynamic analysis at the 

very start of a project. 

http://www.cimatron.com/
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To top things off, new cooling design and analysis capabilities support both traditionally drilled cooling 

channels as well as conformal cooling channels that are typically manufactured using 3D 

printing technologies. CimatronE 12 also supports the AMF (Additive Manufacturing File) format - the 

new standard for converting 3D models into digital files. 
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Faster, More Efficient Hex Layer Mesh Generation in Latest Pointwise Release 

5 August 2014 

 

Pointwise announces the latest release of its eponymous computational fluid dynamics (CFD) meshing 

software in which the ability to rapidly generate layers of hexahedral cells has been significantly 

enhanced. 

“The enhancement involves how the software combines high aspect ratio – anisotropic – tetrahedra into 

hexahedra,” said Dr. John Steinbrenner, Pointwise's vice president of research and development. “The 

new tet-to-hex agglomeration yields about a one-third reduction in run time, an increase of nearly 20 

percent in high quality cells in the extruded layers, and almost a 30 percent reduction in the number of 

isotropic cells in the farfield.” 

Near-wall and near-wake hex layer generation is the latest capability added to T-Rex (anisotropic 

tetrahedral extrusion), one of Pointwise's hybrid meshing techniques. The technique extrudes stacks of 

anisotropic tetrahedra off a surface mesh. A post-processing step combines stacks of tetrahedra into 

either prisms or hexahedra. In addition to reducing cell count and thereby CPU time, most CFD solvers 

compute more accurate answers with prisms and hexahedra in boundary layers and wakes. 

Other features in Pointwise Version 17.2 R2 include new native interfaces to the Edge and LAURA 

CFD codes, updated native CAD format interfaces, and several user experience improvements. 

Pointwise, Inc. is solving the top problem facing engineering analysts today – mesh generation for 

computational fluid dynamics (CFD). The company's Pointwise software generates structured, 

unstructured and hybrid meshes; interfaces with CFD solvers, such as ANSYS FLUENT, STAR-CCM+, 

ANSYS CFX and OpenFOAM as well as many neutral formats, such as CGNS; runs on Windows (Intel 

and AMD), Linux (Intel and AMD), and Mac, and has a scripting language, Glyph, that can automate 

CFD meshing. Large manufacturing firms and research organizations worldwide rely on Pointwise as 

their complete CFD preprocessing solution. 
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Infinite Skills' "Learning Autodesk AutoCAD 3D 2015 Tutorial" Covers 3D Capabilities from 

Modeling Creation to Rendering and Animated Walkthroughs 

6 August 2014 

 

Software training firm Infinite Skills Inc. this week introduced its "Learning AutoCAD Civl 3D 2014 

Tutorial," an intermediate course designed to prepare student and professional designers for modeling 

and presenting 3D projects in AutoCAD. 

AutoCAD 2015 is equipped with a powerful set of 3D design tools, allowing users to create different 

kinds of 3D models, including solid primitives, surface models, or composite models from multiple 

solids. AutoCAD's 3D features can also be used to produce walkthroughs, using lighting and other 

visualization tools to render and animate 3D designs. 

Infinite Skills' Learning AutoCAD 3D 2015 Tutorial Video takes users from the basics of learning to 

navigate the 3D workspace and use 3D tools, through the tools and techniques for drawing and editing, 

and through to the final rendering and presentation stages. 

Course author Seth Cohen is currently a vice president of training at CADManage, a world-wide 

consulting company for AutoCAD Civil 3D and other CAD programs. He is an AutoCAD 2014 

Certified professional, and an AutoCAD Civil 3D implementation expert with a level five certification 

as a geospatial technical specialist. He has worked with major companies, government agencies, and 

individuals consulting, training, and implementing CAD software. 

Following an introduction to working in the 3D environment in AutoCAD, Cohen covers the basic 3D 

model types, demonstrating how to create surface and wireframe models. 

Students then learn to produce a 3D model from a 2D profile, and create a composite solid model in 3D. 

Next, the course demonstrates how to add details to your model, introducing features such as filleting 

and chamfering, along with essential editing tools. 

As the course continues, Cohen includes chapters covering viewing 3D models, plotting in 3D, creating 

walkthrough animations, and more. 

"AutoCAD is a powerful design tool that can be used to create real-world 3D models," Cohen says. 

"In this course we will cover the basic design aspects of 3D modeling in AutoCAD, equipping 

AutoCAD users with the knowledge and skills to produce their own 3D projects in AutoCAD." 

Free demo videos and a full list of course contents can be found on the Learning AutoCAD 3D 2015 

training page of the Infinite Skills website: http://www.infiniteskills.com/training/learning-autodesk-

autocad-3d-2015.html. 
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Materialise Introduces the Latest Version of 3-matic
STL

: 3-matic
STL

 9.0 

5 August 2014 

 

Materialise is thrilled to announce the launch of 3-matic
STL

 9.0. 3-matic
STL

 is an innovative, flexible 

software tool that allows for design modification and simplification, 3D texturing, remeshing, forward 

engineering, and much more – all on the STL level. 

http://www.prweb.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5pbmZpbml0ZXNraWxscy5jb20vdHJhaW5pbmcvbGVhcm5pbmctYXV0b2Rlc2stYXV0b2NhZC0zZC0yMDE1Lmh0bWw=
http://www.prweb.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5pbmZpbml0ZXNraWxscy5jb20vdHJhaW5pbmcvbGVhcm5pbmctYXV0b2Rlc2stYXV0b2NhZC0zZC0yMDE1Lmh0bWw=
http://software.materialise.com/3-maticSTL
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With this release, Materialise took many of the suggestions of its customers into account. The main 

priorities for the users were to focus on rendering, robustness, usability and new design functionalities. 

This updated software enables the creation of watertight designs that will ensure the quality of 3D 

Printed parts. 

New key features and improvements include: 

 New rendering with a ruler to allow faster manipulation and visualization of models 

 Automatic rib pattern – creates a clean rib structure that conforms to the 3D model 

 Point-based patterning – create an overall pattern in one click. 

 Randomized porous structures 

 Conformal structures that follow the geometry of the 3D model 

 2D UV page for easy positioning of the 2D texture 

 Slice-based texturing – export a 2D texture to the Magics Build Processor, which handles the 

slicing of even large 2D textures 
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MSC Software’s Marc 2014 Delivers Robust Crack Propagation & New Physics for Failure Analysis 

& Nonlinear Simulations 

4 August 2014 

 

MSC Software Corporation today announced the new release of Marc 2014, which is relied upon by 

product manufactures for nonlinear and multiphysics simulations of engineered products ranging from 

automotive parts to rubber components to sophisticated medical and consumer electronic devices. 

With intensifying safety and performance standards in product design, engineers need virtual test 

solutions that can accurately predict real-world behaviors. To address these challenges, the Marc 2014 

release introduces a new 3-D crack propagation capability to more accurately predict failure in products. 

The release also delivers enhanced nonlinear contact, improved modeling for electromagnetics, and 

easier CAD defeaturing and mesh generation, to name a few. 

Highlights of this release include: 

 New Capabilities Improve Accuracy of Crack Propagation Studies 
The Marc 2014 release offers a new capability for high cycle fatigue that helps engineers 

determine whether cracks will propagate, and reach a critical length after so many cycles. A 

small number of representative cycles are modeled in Marc, after which Paris' law is used to 

calculate the number of cycles before damage. This is critical in safety related industries, such as 

aerospace and energy, where it is important to develop maintenance schedules. This release also 

offers an improved method for scaling the crack growth along a crack front and between separate 

cracks, which helps improve the accuracy of the solution. 

 Enhanced Nonlinear Contact Improves Convergence 
Improved defaults are designed to achieve convergence in fewer iterations with less user 

intervention when using segment-to-segment contact. Implementation of a friction model is also 

updated to improve convergence and accuracy of the contact solutions. These capabilities may 

http://www.mscsoftware.com/
http://www.mscsoftware.com/product/marc
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help achieve faster solutions in contact models like assembly models, seal installation, and 

manufacturing simulations. 

 Pressure Cavity Helps Analyze Bottles and Containers 
The pressure cavity capability, which is available for planar, axisymmetric, and 3-D, has been 

expanded so that it supports not only a perfect gas law, but also a nearly incompressible fluid. 

This enhancement helps solve a new class of problems like water filled bottles, hydromounts, 

seals, and other containers. Engineers can analyze performance of the fluid-filled containers 

without explicitly modeling the fluid. 

 Improved Modeling for Electromagnetics 
The Electromagnetic capabilities have been substantially enhanced by introducing the circuit 

approach so that either current or voltages may be applied to the system. Combining with Marc's 

advanced thermal and structural capabilities this facilitates the solution of problems ranging from 

solenoids to induction heating of rolling processes. The electromagnetic capabilities may be used 

for other low-frequency applications as well. 

 User Interface Improvements for Ease of Use and Efficiency 
Mentat, the user interface of Marc, has been enhanced to improve productivity with the 

following capabilities: 

 A new method has been introduced to allow import of geometry from most CAD 

packages. Geometric operations may be performed on the native Parasolid geometry. 

Removal of small features like holes, fillets, chamfers, small surfaces, and small bodies 

can be achieved with defeaturing, which facilitates mesh generation required for 

simulation. Features can also be offset or moved after the CAD model has been imported 

into Mentat. 

 New automatic meshing capability to support the three types of Parasolid bodies namely, 

wires, sheets and volumes has been introduced. Either fully automatic approach or a 

flexible, user controlled meshing is available to mesh solids with lower- or higher-order 

shell or tetrahedral elements. Meshing of complex assemblies can be easily and quickly 

performed incorporating dimensional and curvature information. The model can be 

directly used for a contact simulation. 
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U.S. CAD Goes LIVE! With New Online Training Service 

5 August 2014 

 

U.S. CAD announces today the launch of its new LIVE! Online Training service. This new flexible 

training option is designed for Autodesk users who may be limited by geography or budget. 

LIVE! Online Training offers students the ability to attend online courses that are taught live by certified 

Instructors. Each course focuses on a specific topic within the software, such as Arcs and Lines for 

AutoCAD. During each of these two-hour sessions, students will have the opportunity to ask questions 

and engage with their Instructor as if they were in a normal classroom setting. However, by attending 

these sessions over the web, students are provided more scheduling flexibility and can also select 
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specific topics that align with their skillset or interest. 

“Our team is very excited to offer this new service to the AEC market,” states Lonnie Cumpton, Senior 

Director of Professional Services for U.S. CAD. “We believe that providing education and training 

opportunities are fundamental to supporting our clients and their Autodesk users. We have seen that 

there are few flexible training options on the market and LIVE! Online Training is a much-needed 

solution for many in the industry.” 

U.S. CAD’s LIVE! Online Training currently offers 20 sessions, all focused on different topics within 

Autodesk AutoCAD, including the basics of Navigation to Template Creation. Sessions are currently 

available for purchase at the rate of $65 per every 2-hour Session. 

LIVE! Online Training complements U.S. CAD’s current training portfolio, which currently includes 

Instructor-led classroom training for Open Enrollment, Dedicated, and Custom Training. LIVE! Online 

Training will be rolled out among all of U.S. CAD’s training centers locations including Newport 

Beach, CA; Los Angeles, CA; San Diego, CA; Las Vegas, NV; Honolulu, HI; and Scottsdale, AZ. 
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ZWCAD+ 2015 Enhances 2D-to-3D Design Workflow with New Features  

7 August 2014 

 

 ZWCAD Design unveiled new 3D features for ZWCAD+ 2015, Sweep and Loft. The two features add 

up to a more complete 2D-to-3D design workflow for ZWCAD+, making basic 3D design in 2DCAD 

easier and more productive. This new version 2015 will soon be released this August. 

Create 3D model easily with Sweep and Loft   

Sweep and Loft create a model by sweeping an open or closed planar curve, along an open or closed 

path or by specifying a series of cross sections. In ZWCAD+ 2015, simply by drafting a cross section 

and clicking the Sweep and Loft function, users can transform their 2D model to 3D quickly. 

The newly added features Sweep and Loft have enhanced the whole 2D to 3D design workflow in 

ZWCAD+ 2015, which includes full ACIS modeling & editing, ACIS viewing, 3D orbit, rendering as 

well as visual style (Hide & Shade). 

The all-in-one 2D & 3D workflow 

The ZWCAD+ team decided to add these features based on in-depth research of user need. When it 

comes to 3D design based on 2D drafting, it is unadvisable to acquire 3D CAD software only to satisfy 

basic design need. Even though users managed to have affordable and less sophisticated 3D software, 

cross-platform design coordination will be troublesome due to file compatibility issues. Now with the 

enhanced workflow in ZWCAD+ 2015, users can accomplish their 2D & 3D “cross-over” design tasks 

easily and efficiently, within the same software, saving lots of cross-platform communication efforts.  

“Although ZWCAD+ is essentially 2D CAD software, we also attach great importance to its 3D design 

capability. The new 3D features in ZWCAD+ 2015 add up to a more complete and useful 3D design 

workflow,” said Daniel Huang, Product Manager of ZWCAD+. “By introducing certain 3D functions, 

ZWCAD+ eases their design and cost burden.” 

The upcoming ZWCAD+ 2015 

ZWCAD+ 2015 will soon be released this August. To learn more about this latest version, users can 
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visit the previously released ZWCAD+ 2015 Sneak Peek: CAD Software Still Allows Room for 

Imagination. For more details about ZWCAD+ 2015, please stay tuned. 
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