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Tetra4D 3D PDF Products Now Support 3D Printing Workflow, Enhances App-like Functionality of PDF 30 

CIMdata News 

Achieving Sustainable Innovation: The Value of a Platform for Scientific and Engineering 

Simulation (White Paper) 

1 March 2017 

Achieving Sustainable Innovation 

Innovation, in particular “sustainable innovation” is becoming, in our modern business environment, 

an essential element for growth and profitability. Combined with the global trend towards digitalization 

of all business functions, engineering processes and tools need to be adjusted accordingly.  

Properly designing and implementing a digital, model-based, and data-driven innovation platform 

promises to address key engineering goals: optimize product lifecycle costs, improve quality and 

reliability, reduce time-to-market, and free up time and resources for employees to be creative and 

innovative—a prerequisite for sustainable and profitable growth. 

Introduction 

Business growth depends on developing new and improved products, efficiently, and getting them to the 

customer faster than the competition. Industry leading manufacturers have developed robust processes to 

regularly accomplish this in a consistent, profitable way. But they have typically focused on sustaining 

existing product development processes, with incremental changes and new features, focused on the 

incremental costs and associated risks. This approach tends to overlook or even minimize the 

introduction of new and truly innovative design alternatives. A major issue is: Can existing processes 

support sustainable innovation? For many, this has proven elusive and difficult to accomplish in a 

consistent way with predictable product delivery results—meeting customer requirements while also 

achieving time to market, quality, and cost targets. 

In this paper, we review key considerations for establishing a predictable, repeatable, and sustainable 

innovation engine. Leaders are innovating at the “speed of thought” understanding that knowledge and 

data are the foundation, while processes enable and culture defines behavior, which in turn defines a 

company’s market position. Critical building blocks that should be considered to enable a culture of 

innovation (behavior) and allow rapid knowledge development and decision-making include: 

 Build and share knowledge 

 Empower people 

 Explore all that is possible 

 Optimally use all available assets 

 Remove waste 

 Understand associated risks 

One of the key elements that must be considered is a modernized product realization foundation—a 

technology platform—that aids the organization in delivering on the building blocks noted above. Such 

an “Innovation Platform” must operate seamlessly, connecting ideation participants with critical 

decision supporting data in a real-time environment, providing a reliable, productive, and flexible 
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environment for sustainable engineering and scientific innovation.  

Leaders in their respective industries are beginning to utilize these innovation platforms within which 

virtual modeling and performance simulation tools are key components of sustainable innovation. 

Innovation platforms enable the rapid evaluation and validation of numerous design options and 

variants.  

Using a platform, processes and products are optimized up front by utilizing simulation and analysis 

tools and business analytics to guarantee profitable growth, control cost, manage risk, and improve time-

to-market. Insights are developed more rapidly, and shared with all participants—in the context needed 

to enable better business decisions. 

An innovation platform provides the foundational environment and core capabilities required to capture, 

manage and repurpose the intellectual property of the global enterprise. A useful illustration of how a 

platform is able to power sustainable innovation with simulation and analysis is designing for additive 

manufacturing (AM). This industrial application, also referred to as 3D printing, promises great benefits 

of using new materials to create lightweight products with optimized shapes previously beyond 

manufacturability. AM has traditionally been a tedious process with disconnected data and participants. 

A platform approach provides the ability to connect the various functions, like material science with 

design, engineering, and manufacturing within a common environment to design and produce products 

for specific functional purposes. It enables collaboration, promoting cultural change, and therefore 

provides a new “business experience” for organizations.  

This paper reviews the industry challenges and requirements for sustainable innovation in relation to the 

evolution of innovation platforms—such as the 3DEXPERIENCE® platform from Dassault Systèmes. 

The 3DEXPERIENCE platform provides a flexible and innovation-enabling product development 

environment which can be implemented on the cloud or on premise.  

To read the rest of the whitepaper, please click here to be directed to our website for a free download. 

Click here to return to Contents 

CIMdata’s President, Peter Bilello, to make Presentation at PI Congress Berlin 

27 February 2017 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic management consulting and research firm, announces 

its President, Peter Bilello, will make a presentation at PI Congress Berlin entitled “PLM: The 

Foundation for Enterprise Digitalization.” PI Congress Berlin will take place at the Maritim Proarte, 

Berlin, Germany on 27-28 February. Mr. Bilello’s presentation will take place during the morning of 

day 2 of the conference, on 28 February. 

Digitalization is rapidly moving from a fuzzy concept to the newest data-driven derailment of the status 

quo as new sources of information speed up innovation throughout the product lifecycle. Digitalization 

is transforming products from physical goods and tangible services. In today's world of nearly total 

information digitalization, products and services are often bought and installed as much for the 

information they generate or collect as for the nominal benefits spelled out in requirements, designs, 

product datasheets, and advertising. In a way, we, meaning the PLM Economy, were here first. Digital 

tools were the beginnings of this digitalization wave, and today what PLM does and can do is essential 

to meeting these broad-based digitalization objectives. CIMdata believes that the emergence of the PLM 

enabling product innovation platform is the foundation upon which functional capabilities, data, and 

http://www.cimdata.com/en/resources/complimentary-reports-research/white-papers
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processes are enabled—everything users need, when they need it, all in one place. 

Today’s digitalization requirements necessitate all enterprises that design and/or deliver products and 

services to pursue a PLM strategy that enables the end-to-end digitalization required to not only be 

successful in today’s highly competitive environment, but to thrive. Digitalization is so profoundly 

transforming physical goods and tangible services that the data is becoming the “product.” We need to 

figure out how to make the most out of this newest disruption. This presentation will investigate this 

important, rapidly evolving enterprise strategy and technology wave. 

Peter Bilello has more than 26 years of experience in the development of business-enabling IT solutions 

for research, engineering, and manufacturing organizations worldwide. He has participated in PLM 

analysis, selection, implementation, and training; CAD/CAM/CAE/CIM implementation and 

management; synchronous and lean manufacturing consulting; software engineering; and general data 

management strategy development and support. He has authored numerous papers and research reports 

on PLM and related topics, and his articles, commentaries, and perspectives have appeared in 

publications throughout the Americas, Europe, and Asia. 

For more information, please visit: http://www.cimdata.com/en/events/cimdata-supported-

events/event/313-pi-congress-berlin 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize 

an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered 

world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods on PLM solutions. These solutions 

incorporate both business processes and a wide-ranging set of PLM-enabling technologies. 

CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and providers of technologies and services seeking 

competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, 

provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The 

company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences 

worldwide. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia-

Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website, www.CIMdata.com; follow us on 

Twitter at http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews ; or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, 

Ann Arbor, MI 48108, USA; Tel: +1 734.668.9922; Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 

CV Weert, The Netherlands, Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Digitalization, Model-Based X, PLM and the Digital Thread: Where do we go from here? 

1 March 2017 

Computer-aided and “model-driven” product development practices have steadily evolved since the 

1960s. Companies use software to create digitalized 2D/3D geometry and assess that geometry using 

physics-based performance calculations. The industry has rapidly progressed from tools built for and 

used exclusively on the engineer’s desktop in discrete domains, to more enterprise oriented and internet-

enabled solutions.  

 

The fundamental business premise and goal for implementing model-based technologies and processes 

http://www.cimdata.com/en/events/cimdata-supported-events/event/313-pi-congress-berlin
http://www.cimdata.com/en/events/cimdata-supported-events/event/313-pi-congress-berlin
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is that they will enable on-going product and manufacturing innovation to create competitive advantage, 

minimize total lifecycle costs, and drive top line revenue growth. While there has been considerable 

business success within selected industry segments and application domains, the complexity of products 

and systems is increasing exponentially due to more software and electronics content. There is now an 

imperative to engage and collaborate across diverse engineering domains to develop better “systems-

oriented” solutions and conduct a much greater amount of “virtual” experimentation early in the product 

development process to gain insights into key product attributes and performance parameters. 

 

This topic will be covered in more detail at CIMdata’s PLM Market & Industry Forum which will take 

place in Ann Arbor, Michigan, USA on March 30; Stuttgart, Germany on April 6, Bangalore, India on 

April 10; Beijing, China on April 14; and Tokyo, Japan on April 19. 

 

Read in full at http://www.cimdata.com/en/resources/cimdata-blog/item/7687-digitalization-model-

based-x-plm-and-the-digital-thread-where-do-we-go-from-here 

Click here to return to Contents 

The Discomfort of the Comfort Zone: Opportunities and Obstacles to Change in AEC (Ed Martin) 

1 March 2017 

In moments of complete candor, most architects, engineers, contractors, owner-operators, and other 

involved parties will share their frustration with the way things are commonly done in AEC. The 

problem is much bigger than individual frustration, however: Over the past 20 years, while 

manufacturing productivity in the United States (and in other countries) has roughly doubled, 

construction productivity has been stagnant. The problem is magnified for larger projects. According to 

a study by Bent Flyvbjerg of Oxford University, roughly 90% of megaprojects (i.e., projects costing 

more than US $1B) experience cost overruns, and it is common for those overruns to exceed the project 

budget by 50%. 

It’s clear that the status quo is not working, but less clear why it persists. It should be in everyone’s 

interest to change, but alas, change appears to be an elusive goal. It takes courage to step outside of a 

comfort zone and drive change, especially when the “new way” of operating involves uncertainty and 

risk. The fragmentation of the industry makes change even more difficult, especially when the maximum 

benefits will result from systematic change, not individual action. 

To understand the opportunities for change—and the reasons why change has not occurred— CIMdata 

conducted an industry survey in 2016. 

Opportunities for Change 

The most encouraging result from the survey is the widespread belief that improvement is possible. 

More than half of respondents estimated potential cost savings of 10% or greater for both design & 

construction (pre-commissioning) and operations & maintenance (post-commissioning). Also 

encouraging is the potential for widespread benefit—while respondents estimate that general contractors 

and owner-operators are most likely to benefit, architectural-engineering services firms and building 

products manufacturers also stand to win. 

The survey also found that companies that increase investment in IT technology, consulting, and training 

to improve their business processes are outperforming the competition. These “high performers” are 

http://www.cimdata.com/en/resources/cimdata-blog/item/7687-digitalization-model-based-x-plm-and-the-digital-thread-where-do-we-go-from-here
http://www.cimdata.com/en/resources/cimdata-blog/item/7687-digitalization-model-based-x-plm-and-the-digital-thread-where-do-we-go-from-here
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much more likely to use not only BIM, but also Virtual Design & Construction (VDC), reality capture, 

and other technologies. 

While all companies consider cost savings to be a top three priority, those prioritizing investment in 

quality and skills development performed better than their peers. 

Where will further improvement come from? The top opportunity according to respondents is improved 

design collaboration, with change management a close second. Improved interoperability and project 

collaboration rounded out the top four opportunities. 

Obstacles 

As compelling as the benefits are, they have met their match in the form of obstacles to progress. 

Leading the pack is an obstacle that should be familiar to anyone in the industry—poor interoperability 

among technology solutions. Individual technology providers have focused on subsets of the lifecycle, 

resulting in islands of optimization. While BIM has proven effective at eliminating design errors, 

information from the BIM model is not being leveraged effectively for construction planning and project 

management, nor is it being used directly for operations & maintenance. 

The reason for this is tied to the #2 obstacle identified in the survey—owners don’t know what to ask 

for. In the manufacturing industry, large manufacturers adopted Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) 

for their own businesses and then drove that discipline to their suppliers. In AEC, except for a few 

progressive organizations, most owners lack technology expertise and the ability to mandate effective 

changes. 

There are two related obstacles that round out the top four, and in many ways, they are the most 

insidious of all. Respondents stated that no single organization can drive change, and that they can’t 

justify investment for any single project. Taken together, these two factors comprise the “hump” that 

companies find hard to overcome. Even companies that want to drive change find it difficult to do this in 

the absence of wider industry momentum. 

Is the Situation Hopeless? 

No, but progress will depend upon larger organizations establishing a vision and implementing 

initiatives with specific improvement objectives. Driving change depends upon larger organizations 

establishing a vision and implementing initiatives with specific improvement objectives. It requires 

creating a culture of continuous improvement that looks at past mistakes as learning opportunities. It 

requires industry associations and standards organizations to promote much richer interoperability 

among applications, to break down the barriers to information flow that exist today. Perhaps most 

importantly, it requires looking at cost from the perspective of the total lifecycle, something that owners 

and operators are in a particularly strong position to do. 

Read Ed Martin’s article here: http://www.aecst.com/discomfort-comfort-zone-opportunities-obstacles-

change-aec/ 

Click here to return to Contents 

Acquisitions 

ESI Acquires Scilab Enterprises, publisher of Scilab open source analytical computational software 

27 February 2017 

http://www.aecst.com/discomfort-comfort-zone-opportunities-obstacles-change-aec/
http://www.aecst.com/discomfort-comfort-zone-opportunities-obstacles-change-aec/
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ESI today announces the acquisition of Scilab Enterprises SAS, publisher of Scilab, widely regarded as 

the most compelling open source alternative to MATLAB®1, the commercial software for analytical 

numerical solutions. Scilab provides a world class powerful environment for engineering computation 

and scientific applications. 

Commenting on this acquisition, Vincent Chaillou, ESI Group’s COO, said: “This acquisition fits 

perfectly with ESI Group’s technology investment strategy. It is aligned with our objective to expand 

our user base to include all stakeholders involved in the industrial product creation process, starting from 

the earliest stages of analytical modeling. It paves the way towards the more elaborate 3D-4D numerical 

simulations of the full Virtual Prototyping and eventually of the all-encompassing “Immersive Virtual 

Engineering” transformative solutions of Industry 4.0.” 

Raphaël Auphan, CEO of Scilab Enterprises, said: “We are very enthusiastic about joining ESI, a 

numerical simulation and Virtual Prototyping global leader, to bring Scilab to a wider range of 

industrial, academic and research players. Our shared vision will provide the engineering community 

with the latest generation of analytical solutions to meet current and future numerical simulation 

challenges." 

A global community with more than a million engineering users  

Scilab Enterprises was created in 2010 out of the Scilab Consortium, which was itself created in 2003 as 

part of an initiative backed by INRIA, the French National Institute for computer sciences and applied 

mathematics. Scilab (SCIentific LABoratory) is an open-source multiplatform analytical numerical 

computation software and scientific & engineering programming language. First introduced in 1980 it is 

now engaging an active community of over a million engineering users and development partners in 

diverse industries and in education. With its wide range of mathematical functions, graphic interfaces, 

graphs and algorithms, Scilab enables users to build their own applications for numerical analysis, 

system modeling, data analytics, optimization, signal and image processing, embedded and control 

systems, up to test and measurement interfaces. 

Beyond publishing Scilab and offering Scilab consulting services, Scilab Enterprises offers as well 

“Scilab Cloud” for the web deployment in Software as a Service (SaaS) mode of scientific and 

engineering applications. This enables organizations and individuals to publish and manage the web-

based use of their own Scilab applications.  

A collaborative inter-connectable platform, available in PaaS mode 

Thanks to its ability to interconnect with third-party codes, technologies and applications, Scilab can 

also serve as a single scientific and technical computing platform. Building on that capability Scilab 

Enterprises now offers a scientific and technological “Platform as a Service” (PaaS) to enable countless 

numbers of public and private enterprises as well as individual engineers and scientists to monetize 

applications written in different programming languages by facilitating their distribution, back-up and 

use. Importantly, applications exploiting Scilab’s many computational functions can be accessed by an 

unlimited number of users as the software is open source. 

A powerful vector for the democratization of ESI Group’s Virtual Prototyping and Immersive 

Virtual Engineering solutions 

The acquisition of Scilab will help expand ESI Group’s footprint in the product pre-design stage and 

early analytical phase. Starting with the recent acquisition of ITI, and its SimulationX (0D-1D) system 

modeling software, this expansion is part of the Group’s transformative and disruptive change strategy 



CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 8 

focused on front-loading the power of computer modeling to everyone involved in the product 

development process. Already engineers working in the frame of conventional “Product Lifecycle 

Management” (PLM) benefit from use of mathematical analytical models, built around Scilab, to 

quickly explore design options with simple (0D) models, before embarking into detailed (0D-1D to 3D-

4D) modeling based design, certification and production. In ESI’s PLM disruptive vision, the next step 

to Virtual Prototyping is to follow the life of the product after its development and certification phases, 

to cover its actual, real life in operation. Now within the new methodological approach of the “Product 

Performance Lifecycle” (PPL) innovative modeling, the ‘as built’ Virtual Prototype is transformed into 

its “Hybrid Virtual Twin”, with ‘data driven’ updates from sensors in actual operations. Here 

mathematical models of the product - along with its real or virtual life sensors and control systems - are 

key to provide reliable predictive prototyping. 

In this fully “End to End” vision of innovative product development and subsequent piloting in real life 

operational conditions, the acquisition of Scilab Enterprises equips ESI to address the full spectrum of 

early engineering needs, from simple, but physically realistic models, all the way to the “as 

manufactured” and “as operated” virtual products that customers build today and develop for tomorrow 

assisted or autonomous products. 

Following ESI’s recent successful acquisition and integration of OpenCFD, specializing in 

developments and services for OpenFOAM®, an open source software for broad band numerical 

simulation in the field of Fluid Mechanics, this current operation substantiates the Group’s commitment 

to the open source business model to foster the disruptive moves that will democratize Virtual 

Engineering solutions “for all”. It will provide beneficiaries with greater freedom to customize 

applications and to tailor them to their own flexible and affordable needs. In this regard, Scilab’s 

incorporation into ESI’s global eco-system is expected to be a major catalyst in easing and speeding up 

the digital transformation of innovative industrial product development. 

Multiple technological and commercial synergies 

Scilab Enterprises is naturally synergetic with ESI Group, both in technology and business 

opportunities. The existing ESI Cloud offering will be greatly boosted by this acquisition and by 

Scilab’s reputation with a very large global community of users in diverse industries and academic 

circles. It also represents a major asset that will help to increase ESI’s global visibility and eventually to 

unlock valuable commercial opportunities. Moreover, the dynamic presence of Scilab in the educational 

community worldwide will immediately expand ESI’s footprint in that all important sphere. 

Financial aspects of the operation 

The operation is being financed mainly by the transfer of some ESI Group treasury shares to the 

shareholders of Scilab Enterprises. Scilab’s development platform and team will be rapidly integrated 

into ESI’s operating structure. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Geometric Merges into 3D PLM Software Solutions 

3 March 2017 

Geometric Limited has announced that the Scheme of Arrangement & Amalgamation 

between Geometric, HCL Technologies Limited (“HCL”) and 3D PLM Software Solutions Limited 

(“3D PLM”) has become effective on March 2, 2017. Under the transaction the entire business 
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of Geometric has been transferred to HCL. Simultaneously Geometric has been merged into 3D PLM. 

Geometric is a specialist in the domain of engineering solutions, services and technologies. Its portfolio 

of Global Engineering services, Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions, Embedded System 

solutions, and Digital Technology solutions enables companies to formulate, implement, and execute 

global engineering and manufacturing strategies aimed at achieving greater efficiencies in the product 

realization lifecycle. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Kemet Corporation to Buy NEC TOKIN 

13 February 2017 

KEMET Corporation, a global supplier of passive electronic components, announced today that, through 

its wholly owned subsidiary, KEMET Electronics Corporation (“KEC”), it has signed a definitive 

agreement and is targeting a closing date on or about April 10, 2017 to complete the acquisition of NEC 

TOKIN Corporation (“NEC TOKIN”) from NEC Corporation (“NEC”). Upon closing, NEC TOKIN 

will change its name to TOKIN Corporation and become a wholly-owned subsidiary of KEMET. 

To facilitate the acquisition, the Company also announced today that NEC TOKIN has entered into an 

agreement to sell its EMD division (Electromechanical Devices) to NTJ Holdings 1 Ltd., a special 

purpose entity that is owned by funds managed or operated by Japan Industrial Partners, Inc. for 

approximately JPY 48.2 billion or approximately $422 million, prior to adjustments for net debt at 

closing and subject to customary post-closing adjustments. The proceeds of this transaction, after fees 

and taxes, will be used in part to repay the NEC intercompany debt resulting in an essentially debt-free 

balance sheet of NEC TOKIN once it is acquired by KEMET. 

Under the terms of the definitive stock purchase agreement, KEC will pay to NEC the amount of JPY 

6.0 billion, or approximately $52.5 million, plus one-half of the remaining amount which is determined 

to be the excess amount of net cash proceeds from the sale of the EMD business. NEC TOKIN will also 

use a portion of the net cash proceeds from the sale of the EMD business to repay in full the outstanding 

indebtedness of NEC TOKIN that is owed to NEC, which is currently JPY 25.4 billion, or 

approximately $222.4 million. Based on current estimates, after all payments to NEC (and net of taxes, 

fees and expenses), it will effectively result in a net cash inflow to NEC TOKIN and the Company. 

“We are pleased to bring this acquisition to completion in such a positive manner. It has been a long 

road with hard work by many of the KEMET and NEC TOKIN employees. We believe that this 

combination of our technologies and products will position us to return exponential value to our 

shareholders over the coming fiscal years,” stated Per Loof, the Company’s Chief Executive Officer. “In 

addition, our improved balance sheet position, combined EBITDA, and leverage statistics should enable 

us to refinance our existing debt at improved interest rates, resulting in less cash interest expense and 

providing additional earnings per share for our shareholders,” continued Loof. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Mentor Graphics and Siemens receive clearance by Korea fair trade commission for merger 

agreement 

23 February 2017 

On Feb. 23, 2017, Mentor Graphics co and Siemens industry received clearance by Korea fair trade 

commission for merger agreement (Reuters news brief). 

http://www.streetinsider.com/Corporate+News/Kemet+Corporation+%28KEM%29+to+Buy+NEC+TOKIN/12582506.html
http://www.streetinsider.com/Corporate+News/Kemet+Corporation+%28KEM%29+to+Buy+NEC+TOKIN/12582506.html
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Click here to return to Contents 

Company News 

Agilent Technologies CTO Darlene Solomon Elected to National Academy of Engineering 
27 February 2017 

Agilent Technologies Inc. today announced that Dr. Darlene Solomon, Agilent senior vice president and 

chief technology officer, has been elected to the National Academy of Engineering – considered among 

the highest professional distinctions accorded to an engineer or technologist. 

Solomon was elected for her “leadership in the development of innovative nucleic-acid and microfluidic 

products,” the academy said. These are foundational innovations, developed by scientists and engineers 

in Agilent Laboratories, that contribute to Agilent products at the leading edge of biomolecular research 

– especially toward the advancement of precision medicine. 

NAE is an independent, nonprofit institution that advises the federal government on issues related to 

engineering and technology. Founded in 1964, it elects as members those who have made outstanding 

contributions to engineering research, practice or education. 

“NAE is the world’s pre-eminent society of engineers, and becoming a member selected by one’s peers 

is a very special recognition of contribution,” Solomon said. “I am deeply honored to be part of this 

distinguished academy. I am also grateful to Agilent for its vision that includes the strength of pairing 

science and engineering principles in ways that help improve lives.” 

Solomon’s responsibilities include Agilent Labs, with a focus on life sciences and diagnostics; 

University Relations; and the Early Stage Partnership Program. She works closely with Agilent CEO 

Mike McMullen as a member of the executive staff, and with Agilent’s businesses to define the 

company’s technology strategy and R&D priorities. 

McMullen offered his congratulations, praising Solomon as “an excellent choice” for NAE membership. 

“She is a true visionary who understands the power of science built on engineering fundamentals,” 

McMullen said. 

Solomon and the other newly elected members will be formally inducted during a ceremony at the 

NAE’s annual meeting in Washington, D.C., on Oct. 8. 

Click here to return to Contents 

CyanConnode Signs MoU with Tech Mahindra 

28 February 2017 

CyanConnode announces that it has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (“MoU”) with Tech 

Mahindra Limited (“Tech Mahindra”), a specialist in digital transformation, consulting and business 

engineering. 

CyanConnode and Tech Mahindra have agreed to collaborate to market, sell and deliver expertise in 

narrowband mesh technology for the smart grid, smart city and Internet of Things (“IoT”) markets. As 

part of the collaboration, Tech Mahindra will integrate CyanConnode’s enterprise-level Head End 

Software (HES) with leading Meter Data Management Systems (“MDMS”) and Enterprise Business 
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Applications to create an end-to-end utility specific solution.  

John Cronin, CyanConnode Executive Chairman, commented: “We are pleased to be working with Tech 

Mahindra, which will extend our partner eco-system. The integration of our enterprise-level software 

with Tech Mahindra’s Enterprise Applications will broaden our proposition and provide customers with 

solutions across the leading application platforms. This collaboration is a further step towards a 

managed services business model, which will deliver a recurring revenue stream from software licenses 

and support services.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Flowserve Appoints Jay Roueche Interim CFO 

24 February 2017 

Flowserve Corp. announced that John E. (Jay) Roueche III, Flowserve’s vice president, investor 

relations and treasurer, will assume the role of interim chief financial officer, effective immediately. 

Roueche’s appointment follows Karyn Ovelmen’s departure from the company as executive vice 

president and chief financial officer. 

Flowserve will initiate a search to identify a permanent chief financial officer under incoming president 

and CEO Scott Rowe’s direction. 

“We are pleased that Jay has agreed to serve as Interim CFO during this important time to ensure a 

seamless transition,” said Mark Blinn, Flowserve’s president and chief executive officer. “Jay is a 

seasoned executive with a deep understanding of our business and financials. On behalf of our Board 

and management team, I thank Karyn for her financial leadership and many contributions to Flowserve. 

We wish her well in her future endeavors.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

IGE+XAO Group creates a subsidiary in India 

27 February 2017 

IGE+XAO announces the creation of IGE+XAO INDIA Private Limited in Bangalore, at the heart of 

the Indian "Silicon Valley". 

IGE+XAO INDIA will distribute IGE+XAO Electrical CAD, PLM and Simulation software ranges on 

the rapidly expanding Indian market. It will target local key accounts as well as Small and Medium 

businesses (SMB). 

"This new site is part of our strategy consisting of increasing our visibility in Asia. India, with its 

potential high growth, is an essential market for IGE+XAO. This new subsidiary will enable us to 

increase our customer base and support our international accounts having operations in India, in 

particular in the automotive, aerospace and railway industries" declared Alain Di Crescenzo, Chairman 

and CEO of the IGE+XAO Group. 

For over 30 years, the IGE+XAO Group has been a software publisher designing, producing, selling and 

supporting a range of Computer Aided Design (CAD), Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) and 

Simulation software dedicated to Electrical Engineering. These software products have been designed to 

help manufacturers in the design and maintenance of the electrical part of any type of installation. This 

type of CAD/PLM/Simulation is called "Electrical CAD/PLM/Simulation". IGE+XAO has built a range 
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of Electrical CAD/PLM/Simulation software designed for all the manufacturers. IGE+XAO employs 

390 people around the world at 33 sites and in 22 countries, and has more than 86,400 licences 

distributed around the world.  

Click here to return to Contents 

NEC Announces Plans to Reorganize Business Structure 

24 February 2017 

NEC Corporation today announced plans to reorganize its business structure as of April 1, 2017 in order 

to further contribute to the resolution of social issues facing regions across Japan through its Solutions 

for Society, which leverage ICT to create advanced social infrastructure. 

 

NEC's Corporate Sales and Sales Operations Unit responsible for regional sales functions (i.e., branch 

divisions and branch offices) in Japan and its Public Business Unit in charge of business involving the 

national government, governmental agencies, public institutions, and financial institutions, will be 

integrated and reorganized within a newly established Public Solutions Business Unit that will be 

responsible for business involving regional sales functions and regional public entities in Japan and a 

Public Infrastructure Business Unit that will take charge of business involving government organizations 

and enterprises supporting national and social infrastructure. 

 

The Public Solutions Business Unit will accelerate new business development in Smart City, "My 

Number" utilization, healthcare, and other business domains through collaboration with municipalities, 

universities, enterprises, and other regional stakeholders based on regional needs and policy needs. 

 

This will enable NEC to reinforce its customer- and market-focused business structure, further improve 

the quality and speed of regional proposals, as well as support the expansion of new business endeavors. 

 

In conjunction with this, business involving financial institutions will be transferred to the Enterprise 

Business Unit, which is responsible for the manufacturing, distribution and service industries. This move 

is aimed at expanding NEC's lineup of financial settlement and other solutions, as well as boosting 

investment efficiency by strengthening collaboration with the distribution and service industries in the 

FinTech domain. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Oracle and Tech Mahindra Partner on Service Offering 

25 February 2017 

Tech Mahindra, a leading system integrator for network infrastructure services, and Oracle 

Communications have partnered to deliver an end-to-end VoLTE-as-a-Managed-Service solution based 

on Oracle’s IMS Core and Signaling products. 

 

The joint solution offers operators the ability to achieve a faster time to market with new VoLTE 

services, increased voice quality and greater network efficiency while significantly reducing cost and 

complexity. 
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Tech Mahindra’s VoLTE-as-a-Managed-Service solution, powered by Oracle Communications 

technology, simplifies the path to an all-IP network by offering a fully virtualized solution that runs on 

common off the shelf hardware rather than relying on proprietary networking equipment. 

 

The companies said a typical service provider with an LTE data network can expect to service its first 

Oracle-enabled VoLTE call within 3-6 months of deploying the solution, often at significant cost 

savings compared to traditional vendors and in-house solutions. 

 

“The need to drive increased network efficiency and coverage while offering enhanced voice quality 

necessitates the move to Voice-over-Packet technologies,” said Manish Vyas, CEO Tech Mahindra 

Network Services. “Leveraging Oracle technology, Tech Mahindra is enabling service providers to 

adopt VoLTE in a simpler and more cost-effective way, with a powerful end-to-end pre-integrated 

solution that is virtualized and offers industry leading capabilities at each function.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Siemens and Encirc Enter Strategic Technology Partnership 

27 February 2017 

The memorandum represents the start of a technology partnership agreement between the two 

companies, designed to spearhead the deployment of advanced digital technologies and services across 

Encirc’s operations.  

 

Encirc, part of the Vidrala group since 2015, has two sites; one in Fermanagh, Northern Ireland and one 

in Chester, England. With over 33% market share, the company manufactures container glass for the 

food and beverage industry. With its state-of-the-art contract bottling facility, 52,000m2 automated 

bonded warehouse and a multi-faceted logistics offering, Encirc supports its customers with sustainable 

beverage supply chain options. 

 

The company plans to invest significantly in furnace rebuilds over the next five years at both its sites. 

 The technology deal comes into effect immediately and will be based on three core themes; 

 A commitment from Siemens’ Digital Factory and Process businesses to supply innovation and 

new product across Encirc’s sites 

 A unique energy partnership designed to significantly reduce emissions 

 Siemens’ commitment to deliver a wholesale digital transformation project 

Adrian Curry, Managing Director of Encirc, said: “We are looking forward to developing this strategic 

partnership with Siemens, which will enhance our reputation as leaders in technology, innovation and 

sustainable manufacturing. It represents Encirc entering a new phase in terms of digitalisation and future 

technologies. Further reducing our energy use and emissions will also build on our commitment to 

provide customers with the most environmentally friendly route to market possible.”   

 

Siemens UK and Ireland CEO, Juergen Maier, added: “This is a landmark technology partnership which 

is about two central challenges – industrial digitalisation and reducing carbon emissions. We’re 

delighted to be partnering with Encirc who understand this deal is a platform to showcase industrial 

digitalisation in the UK glass sector. We’re looking forward to joining Encirc on this important journey 
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over the coming years.”   

Click here to return to Contents 

SpecPage Expands Business in Europe  

2 March 2017 

SpecPage, a global provider of integrated software solutions and online tools for the food & beverage 

industry, has appointed Jozef Oleár and Fernando Fernandes as Business Development Managers to 

boost its activities in Central, Eastern as well as Southern Europe.  

 

In their new roles, Jozef Oleár and Fernando Fernandes will be responsible for building up SpecPage’s 

presence in their respective focus regions as well as customer service of existing clients. This is the third 

high-profile hire in recent months confirming the company’s continuous global growth. 

 

Before joining SpecPage, Jozef Oleár held senior sales positions, heading the confectionary packaging 

sales for global packaging suppliers Schur Flexibles Moneta and Moneta S. During his tenure at Moneta 

S, the company was recognized with the DuPont Gold Packaging Award for Packaging Innovation.  

“We look forward to working with Jozef. He has long-standing experience with food processing and 

packaging businesses, and will assist our clients in implementing cost-efficient recipe and specification 

management solutions”, said Severin Weiss, CEO at SpecPage.  

 

“After years in the packaging industry, I have decided to pursue new challenges. This is a great 

opportunity for me to bring in my experience and help F&B producers acquire the right technology 

solutions to help accelerate productivity, and manage their data more efficiently and safely,” added Jozef 

Oleár. 

 

Fernando Fernandes has vast experience in sales and lead representative roles with leading companies in 

the IT industry such as IBM and DELL. “With Fernando, we are better equipped to enter the local 

markets and develop new opportunities,” commented Severin Weiss. “SpecPage specializes in the food 

and beverage industry and has been growing rapidly in Europe. With an experienced a-nd committed 

team, we can offer our clients an enhanced service ensuring they can fully exploit the potential of our 

solutions to streamline their product development and information processes.” 

 

“It is exciting for me to join SpecPage now that the company continues to grow dynamically and is 

becoming a real global player in the food & beverage industry. It is a pleasure for me to be able to use 

my knowledge of the Southern European markets and to contribute to the success of the company in this 

region,” stated Fernando Fernandes. 

 

SpecPage with headquarters in Switzerland provides product development solutions, including Product 

Lifecycle Management (PLM), Product Data Management (PDM) and Laboratory Information and 

Management System (LIMS), enabling food and beverage companies to innovate competitive products 

in compliance with relevant food laws. 

 

With expertise in the Global Data Synchronization Network (GDSN), the company offers individually 

customizable online catalogs, including Supplier’s Guide, Buyer’s Guide and Compliance Guide, to help 
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companies manage high-quality product information at the touch of a button. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Symmetry Solutions Named Top Reseller in North America for Subscription Support Services by 

SOLIDWORKS 

24 February 2017 

Symmetry Solutions, Inc. has been named the top SOLIDWORKS reseller in North America for the 

third time in nine years. The award, #1 in North America for Subscription Support Services, was 

presented to Symmetry Solutions at the SOLIDWORKS World 2017 conference held February 5-8 in 

Los Angeles, California. 

To receive the top award, Symmetry Solutions outperformed approximately 31 other SOLIDWORKS 

Resellers in North America who provide SOLIDWORKS Subscription Services. 

“We are thrilled to receive this award again – for the third time in only nine years!” explained Paul 

Rudin, President of Symmetry Solutions. “We work hard to ensure our customers are successful. This 

unwavering commitment to our customers’ training, technical support and guidance is why they 

continue to put their trust in us.” 

SOLIDWORKS presents the Top Reseller in North America for Subscription Service award yearly to 

honor companies who consistently demonstrate excellence in service. Subscription Service represents 

the areas where SOLIDWORKS end users depend on Value Added Resellers (VARs) the most: 

technical support, guidance in software upgrades and enhancements, and expert problem-solving advice. 

“From the very first day Symmetry Solutions opened its doors, we have stayed true to our core values--

supporting every company like they are our biggest, best, and only customer,” concluded Rudin. “By 

instilling those values into every team member at Symmetry Solutions, we are able to achieve 

extraordinary results.” 

SOLIDWORKS products are used by over 3.1 million engineers and designers at more than 265,000 

companies worldwide.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Tata Communications partners with HPE for IoT Platform 

27 February 2017 

Tata Communications is partnering with Hewlett Packard Enterprise (HPE) to support the roll-out of the 

former's Internet of Things platform, the LoRa network.  

 

The company will also work with HPE to provide a range of domestic and cross-border IoT connectivity 

and management services, particularly for applications requiring elements of mobility, such as 

connected cars, fleet management and transportation services. 

 

“As part of our commitment to innovation and in driving digital transformation globally, we are creating 

a cohesive, resilient and highly secure network to deploy IoT applications in India," Anthony Bartolo, 

president, Mobility, IoT and Collaboration Services, Tata Communications, said regarding the 

https://www.symsolutions.com/symblog/item/symmetry-solutions-named-top-reseller-in-north-america-for-subscription-support-services-by-solidworks?category_id=35
https://www.symsolutions.com/symblog/item/symmetry-solutions-named-top-reseller-in-north-america-for-subscription-support-services-by-solidworks?category_id=35
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partnership.  

 

The HPE Universal IoT platform will have increased LoRa gateway support, enabling the use of 

multiple LoRa gateways with a common set of applications for simplification of ddevice provisioning 

and control in heterogeneous LoRa environments.  

 

The project would involve connecting devices, applications and other IoT solutions over the LoRa 

network in smart buildings, campus, utilities, fleet management, security and healthcare services in 

nearly 2,000 communities, covering over 400 million people where the first phase of the roll-out targets 

Tier 1, 2, 3 and 4 cities in India.  

“…our partner centric approach will enable Tata Communications to build multiple vertical use cases 

for its Indian IoT network on a common platform with a common data model," David Sliter, vice 

president and general manager, Communications Solutions Business, HPE, said.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Events News 

2017 NIST/OAGi Workshop: Enabling Composable Service-Oriented Manufacturing Systems 
28 February 2017 

One of the most exciting new capabilities in Smart Manufacturing (SM) and Cyber-Physical Production 

Systems (CPPS) is the provisioning of manufacturing services as unbundled "apps or services," which 

could be significantly more flexible and less expensive to use than the current generation of monolithic 

manufacturing applications. However, bundling and integrating heterogeneous services in the form of 

such apps or composite services is not a trivial job. There is a need for service vendors, cloud vendors, 

manufacturers, and other stakeholders to work collaboratively to simplify the effort to "mix-and-match" 

and compose the apps or services. 

Background 

This workshop is the third in the series of smart manufacturing workshops organized by the National 

Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) and the Open Applications Group Inc. (OAGi) to address 

technology and standards needs for easier discovery and easier integration of services based on 

improved interoperability and composability. Joining the organizers again this year is the SM & CPPS 

Special Interest Group (SIG), recently established under the International Federation of Information 

Processing (IFIP) WG 5.7, Advances in Production Management Systems. 

At the first Open Cloud Architecture for Smart Manufacturing workshop, the attendees recognized that 

open cloud service ecosystems provide a promising new platform to advance innovations in 

manufacturing production and supply chain management. Yet, they also identified and prioritized a 

number of standards and technology issues that hinder the adoption of the new innovation platform. 

Participants indicated the need to close the gaps and overlaps among standards, and the need to simplify 

and assist in the use of standards and SM technologies, as top issues. 

At the second Drilling down on Smart Manufacturing -- Enabling Composable Apps workshop, the 

attendees started work to address the identified top issues within five working sessions. The first three 

working sessions were focused on the analysis, methods, and tools to address those top issues. The 

https://www.nist.gov/news-events/events/2015/05/nist-workshop-open-cloud-architectures-smart-manufacturing
https://www.nist.gov/news-events/events/2016/04/nistoagi-workshop-drilling-down-smart-manufacturing-enabling-composable
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sessions include SM model-based standards development, Standards capability analysis for SM, and SM 

systems characterization. The other two sessions looked into realizing the innovation platform. The 

sessions include SM apps and service marketplaces and Crowdsourcing of manufacturing knowledge. 

Call for participation: 

This year's workshop will continue work within the five working sessions initiated last year.  The plan is 

for this year to complete the identified goals, capability gaps, and needed technology descriptions for 

each of the sessions.  In addition, the sessions will propose one or more priority roadmap topics to be 

addressed by the community, based on the interests and commitment from the community to work on 

these topics.  Based on the previous year’s workshop results, we have identified a common topic across 

the sessions to be reference models, as key enabler to the capabilities leading to Service-Oriented 

Manufacturing.   Therefore, this year’s sessions will be focused on the topic of reference models and 

their life-cycle management, enabling composable Service-Oriented Manufacturing (SOM) systems.  It 

is expected each session will take its own perspective on this topic and lead towards creating priority 

roadmap topics. 

The workshop will consist of an opening plenary where the session chairs present objectives and 

planned work for their sessions, parallel working sessions where the participants discuss the existing and 

propose new material towards defining focus of the future community effort within priority roadmap 

topics, and a closing plenary where the session chairs present the results from the breakout sessions. 

Each session will have its specific focus and an agenda that will be formulated and announced by the 

session chairs. Please direct your interests and session-specific questions to the respective session chairs 

indicated below. 

Interested professionals and researchers are invited to submit short statements including their positions 

on these workshop topics, contribute their materials, and share technical insights. Please contact the 

session chairs and copy the workshop chairs, indicating your intention to participate and/or submit your 

position contributions. The results from the workshop will be published as a compendium of reports 

from working sessions as contributed by session chairs. 

For more information or to register visit: https://www.nist.gov/news-events/events/2017/04/2017-

nistoagi-workshop-enabling-composable-service-oriented-manufacturing 

Click here to return to Contents 

Altair Announces Keynote Presentations for the 9th European Altair Technology Conference in 

Germany 

28 February 2017 

Altair today announced the keynote presentations for the 9th European Altair Technology 

Conference (ATC), which will be held at the Congressforum in Frankenthal, Germany, from June 26th - 

28th, 2017.  

 

This year the conference will dedicate an entire day to keynote presentations, including vision and 

strategy presentations from Altair's executive board and customers such as Airbus, Artemis Racing, 

Daimler, IAI (Israel Aerospace Industry), Porsche, Schneider Electric, Streetscooter and Zodiac 

Aerospace. The customer presentations will focus on best practice simulation and product development 

methods for the aerospace, the automotive and other industries and deliver inspiring insights into 

Simulation-driven InnovationTM techniques. The keynote presentations are scheduled for June 27th; 

https://www.nist.gov/news-events/events/2017/04/2017-nistoagi-workshop-enabling-composable-service-oriented-manufacturing
https://www.nist.gov/news-events/events/2017/04/2017-nistoagi-workshop-enabling-composable-service-oriented-manufacturing
http://www.altairatc.com/EventHome.aspx?event_id=89&__hstc=142694250.a4325d8c1ed039f0103e537cf9deccf8.1488399198487.1488399198487.1488399198487.1&__hssc=142694250.2.1488399198489&__hsfp=2550584062
http://www.altairatc.com/EventHome.aspx?event_id=89&__hstc=142694250.a4325d8c1ed039f0103e537cf9deccf8.1488399198487.1488399198487.1488399198487.1&__hssc=142694250.2.1488399198489&__hsfp=2550584062
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this day is a 'Must' for executives, engineers and product creators looking for insights from leading 

industry experts.  

 

This year’s conference will celebrate client and partner achievements who Design the Difference™ with 

Altair solutions to radically change the way products are designed and brought to market. Day one of the 

conference will focus on application areas such as maximizing the performance of industrial machinery, 

design for 3D printing, electrical devices, and next generation math & system modeling. This day is 

targeted towards an audience with a general design and engineering background. The program will offer 

high level insights into product development methods and simulation solutions, provide general 

information on the use of simulation in various industries, and offers the opportunity to learn directly 

from industry leaders.  

 

In addition, day one will also host a session for Altair's European academic users featuring presentations 

from students and professors from all over Europe. The academic program also includes a poster 

presentation session, on display all three days of the conference. 

 

The third and last day of the conference will provide in-depth technical presentations given by 

experienced users of the Altair solutions, in parallel sessions. With a deadline of March 31st, Altair is 

still accepting presentation proposals for this day. Customers interested in speaking at the conference are 

invited to submit their abstracts to the organizational team via www.altairatc.com/europe. 

 

“The agenda of the 9th European ATC provides a wide variety of presentations between vision and 

technical depth as well as product information. With this comprehensive program I am sure that every 

attendee will get the most out of his or her visit," said Dr. Detlef Schneider, Senior Vice President 

EMEA, Altair. “The Congressforum in Frankenthal is very well suited for our event, providing all the 

needed amenities for more than 700 conference attendees.” 

 

A broad technical showcase, featuring Altair solutions as well as the company's soft- and hardware 

partner solutions, running from the evening of June 26th, throughout the entire following days, and the 

dedicated academic poster session complete the informative program of the event. Confirmed exhibitors 

and sponsors of this year’s event include Componeering and PDTec, media partners of the event include 

Scientific Computing World and Prototype Today. 

 

The registration for the conference, including all sessions, technical seminars and on-site events is free 

of charge.  

Click here to return to Contents 

iBASEt to Feature Manufacturing Intelligence Product and Lead Smart Manufacturing Discussion 

at AeroDef 

28 February 2017 

iBASEt announced today that they will be joining other leaders in commercial aerospace and defense 

manufacturing at AeroDef Manufacturing, the industry's most acclaimed manufacturing event at which 

leading aerospace manufacturing OEMs will convene to find integrated solutions to meet the surging 

demand for aircraft. 

http://www.altairatc.com/europe?__hstc=142694250.a4325d8c1ed039f0103e537cf9deccf8.1488399198487.1488399198487.1488399198487.1&__hssc=142694250.2.1488399198489&__hsfp=2550584062
http://aerodefevent.com/
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iBASEt (booth #309 main floor) will showcase its latest Manufacturing Intelligence solution, which 

provides analytics built for complex manufacturers. The product provides organizations ways to connect 

data, people and insights to optimize every aspect of their manufacturing operations. In addition, users 

of the Manufacturing Intelligence product can improve supplier & operations quality, analyze 

operational quality, schedule & performance, and integrate Manufacturing Data to ERP and PLM 

Systems. 

Conrad Leiva, VP Product Strategy and Alliances at iBASEt will also lead two sessions at the event. 

Conrad will present on "The Digital Thread in the Connected Manufacturing Enterprise" at the Smart 

Manufacturing Hub, located at booth #720 of Smart Manufacturing Hub, on March 7th at 11:20 a.m. In 

this presentation, Conrad will discuss in detail the current progress towards a full digitally threaded 

enterprise. 

Conrad will also present on "The Journey to Smart Manufacturing" at the Smart Manufacturing Hub, 

located at booth #720, on March 8th at 11 a.m. This presentation will provide a roadmap for 

manufacturers on how to get started on the journey to Smart Manufacturing. 

To schedule an introduction to iBASEt's Solumina and obtain a free pass to the AeroDef Manufacturing 

Exposition, please visit the company's website. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Oracle Industry Connect 2017 Convenes Community of Business Leaders to Share Insight, Expertise 

and Industry-specific Best Practices 

27 February 2017 

Oracle is hosting its fourth-annual Oracle Industry Connect, an exclusive, executive-level event by key 

industry experts for industry experts, to share strategies for innovation and organizational transformation 

and success. The event takes place March 20-22 in Orlando, Fla. 

The conference features distinguished subject matter experts and keynotes from Oracle CEO Mark 

Hurd; Bob Weiler, executive vice president of Oracle's Global Business Units; and Tom Brokaw, NBC 

News correspondent and New York Times best-selling author. 

Brokaw, who was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom by President Barack Obama, draws on his 

rich career in network news covering elections, summits, war, political turmoil and other major news 

events around the world. The legendary newsman entertains and enlightens audiences with his 

experiences and observations. 

The keynotes will be followed by seven industry-specific tracks with business leaders 

in communications, construction and engineering, energy and utilities, financial services and 

insurance, hospitality, life sciences and healthcare and retail. Featured speakers include: 

 Robert Hackl, Senior Vice President, Leasing, Sprint 

 Dr. Philip Tetlock, Ph.D, Annenberg University Professor, University of Pennsylvania 

 Kimberly Greene, Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer, Southern Company 

Services, Inc. 

 Lisa Davis, Managing Director, Global Head of Enterprise Services, Citi Treasury and Trade 

Solutions  

http://info.ibaset.com/schedule-introduction-at-aerodef-2017
https://www.oracle.com/oracleindustryconnect/index.html
https://www.oracle.com/oracleindustryconnect/communications/index.html
https://www.oracle.com/oracleindustryconnect/construction-engineering/index.html
https://www.oracle.com/oracleindustryconnect/energy-utilities/index.html
https://www.oracle.com/oracleindustryconnect/financial-services-insurance/index.html
https://www.oracle.com/oracleindustryconnect/financial-services-insurance/index.html
https://www.oracle.com/oracleindustryconnect/hospitality/index.html
https://www.oracle.com/oracleindustryconnect/life-sciences-healthcare/index.html
https://www.oracle.com/oracleindustryconnect/retail/index.html
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 Steven Marks, Founder, Guzman y Gomez 

 Robert B. Darnell, MD, Ph.D, Heilbrunn Professor and Senior Physician at The Rockefeller 

Center, Investigator at Howard Hughes Medical Institute, Founding Director at NY Genome 

Center 

 Jeff Wollen, CIO, Wiggle 

"Every day, Oracle provides companies the most sophisticated applications in order to transform their 

businesses," Oracle CEO Mark Hurd said. "From planning retailers' merchandise, to running wireless 

communications networks, to serving as the backbone of our power grids, no technology company can 

provide the range of industry-specific specialization that Oracle can and no other company can provide 

it in the cloud today." 

"As the cloud transforms the way industries operate, our team works tirelessly to get our customers 

where they need to go next," said Bob Weiler, executive vice president or Oracle's Global Business 

Units. "Oracle Industry Connect provides a community of distinguished industry innovators to share 

ideas and collaborate on the path and solutions for their success." 

For more information about how Oracle is committed to empowering organizations through best-in-

class, industry-specific business solutions, visit oracle.com/industries. To learn more about Oracle 

Industry Connect 2017, go to oracle.com/oracleindustryconnect. 

Click here to return to Contents 

PROLIM Proud to Sponsor Aras User Conference 2017 

2 March 2017 

PROLIM is proud to sponsor ACE 2017, the biggest and most collaborative ACE event, on March 21st 

– 23rd, 2017 in Nashville, TN. 

 

ACE 2017 is a great place to network with Aras users & partners, hear about next generation PLM 

strategies, see the latest solutions and find out what Aras has in store for the future. 

 

Learn how to get even more value from the solutions they are using and how to prepare for the evolving 

changes industry is undergoing.  

 

* See innovative new solutions that will transform business 

* Learn about the latest technological advancements in PLM 

* Attend focused sessions on a wide range of both business & tech topics 

* Hear best practices from Aras users who have been there done that 

 

At ACE 2017 you will: 

· Explore – Attend focused sessions on a wide range of both business & tech topics 

· Collaborate – Learn best practice strategies from Aras users who have been there and done that 

· Innovate – See new solutions that will transform business, keeping you ahead of the curve 

 

Event Details: 

· Date: March 21st – 23rd, 2017 

https://www.oracle.com/industries/index.html
https://www.oracle.com/oracleindustryconnect/index.html
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· Location: Nashville, TN 

· Cost: Free to attend, but registration is required 

· Details & Registration: https://ace2017.aras.com/ 

Click here to return to Contents 

ThoughtFocus Presents Digital Transformation at SAP A&D Innovation Days 

26 February 2017 

ThoughtFocus, a Gold Sponsor of the SAP A&D Innovation Days conference in San Diego, CA, will 

host a key conference presentation on the digital transformation of a complex, multi-site global 

organization into a nimble, unified, and quality-assured manufacturing enterprise. The business strategy 

briefing session for prominent aerospace and defense manufacturing executives will take place on 

March 8, 10:30 – 11:30 am. 

The presentation will feature the experiences of REV Group Inc., a global manufacturer of specialty 

vehicles for recreation, public safety and public service, and how REV is digitally connecting its vast 

enterprise incorporating three operating divisions, 27 brands and 16 manufacturing locations. 

"From vision creation to implementation, transportation manufacturing leader REV Group is tapping the 

power of SAP S/4HANA to digitize, integrate, automate, and connect its worldwide operations, turning 

to the ThoughtFocus SAP implementation experts to steer their journey," noted David Deal, General 

Manager, Aerospace, ThoughtFocus. 

Led by REV Group CIO Stephan Engler, the presentation reveals how digital technologies ranging from 

sensor fusion, Big Data analytics and cloud computing, to predictive analytics, self-learning systems, 

and autonomics are driving change throughout their manufacturing enterprise, providing process 

breakthroughs that are accelerating production, improving reliability, shrinking cycle times, and 

reducing overall costs of operation. 

"A task of this magnitude and velocity requires what only SAP S/4HANA can deliver, and the 

implementation expertise ThoughtFocus can provide," Deal added. "With direct parallels to aerospace 

and defense manufacturing, we are looking forward to sharing our lessons learned on this successful 

lean transformation journey with A&D innovators who are seeking to realize a higher level of customer 

satisfaction and return on investment." 

Click here to return to Contents 

Implementation Investments 

Chinese Shoe Brand Topscore Finds a Fit with Centric Software 

28 February 2017 

Topscore, a leading Chinese women’s footwear company, has selected Centric Software to provide its 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solution.  

Topscore was founded in 2004 and is headquartered in the Guangzhou region. The company is a well-

known maker of four brands of women’s shoes, KISSCAT, ZSAZSAZSU, tigrisso and KissKitty, with 

2000 retail points throughout China. 

http://www.thoughtfocus.com/
http://events.sap.com/us/ad-innovation-days-2017/en/exhibitorlevels
http://events.sap.com/us/ad-innovation-days-2017/en/home
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With the rapid expansion of the brand, Topscore realized that their existing product development system 

could not cope with the increasing demands of design and production. 

“There was a gap between our designers’ creativity and the ability of our manufacturers to realize their 

visions,” says Mr Shi Zheng Jiu, VP and CIO of Topscore. “We needed a platform that centralizes the 

knowledge of experienced craftspeople, improves communication and supports our fast-growing 

business.” 

Topscore went through an intensive period of research, spending three years investigating possible 

solutions in depth and assessing PLM vendors before they chose Centric Software’s PLM suite. 

Mr. Shi explains that they selected Centric for two key reasons. “First, the Centric 8 platform has strong 

product planning modules, which can address many of our business pain points. And second, we were 

also continuously impressed by Centric’s China team, who are always extremely professional and 

display a strong understanding of how their solution could help us.” 

“This high-level technology will help us to collect, share and input data easily,” says Mr. Shi. “Centric 

will also help us optimize creation and innovation throughout the design, development and production 

process, ultimately supporting our overall business strategy.” 

Mr. Shi concludes, “We see our partnership with Centric evolving in the future and anticipate that it will 

be mutually beneficial. We expect to achieve win-win results.” 

Centric Software has become the PLM leader in the Greater China region since its Shanghai office 

opened in 2014. Topscore will be Centric’s twenty-first Chinese customer. 

“We are very happy to welcome Topscore as our newest innovation partner in China,” says Chris 

Groves, President and CEO of Centric. “As a shoe brand that is renowned across the region and has 

recently begun to venture overseas, we look forward to partnering with Topscore throughout their 

evolution.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Metso Expands on ANSYS Simulation Software to Drive Product Development 

27 February 2017 

Metso will develop the next generation of its flow control equipment faster and more economically 

thanks to a new agreement with ANSYS, expanding its access to engineering simulation software and 

services. 

Simulation is becoming more pervasive and is being adopted across the entire product lifecycle. ANSYS 

simulation enables Metso to move beyond creating complete digital prototypes and expand the 

boundaries of simulation upfront in the development process into digital exploration. This agreement 

gives Metso access to ANSYS' multiphysics simulation platform to design and develop a range of 

products serving the oil and gas, pulp and paper and process industries. Metso will also have flexible 

license access and expert services to enable unrestricted collaboration to digitally model, simulate and 

test its innovative products. 

Early design decisions lock in close to 80 percent of a product's development costs. With ANSYS' 

digital exploration capabilities, Metso can test hundreds of possible concepts early in the design phase 

and quickly assess a number of product performance requirements. Metso designers and product 

engineers can also identify optimal combinations while eliminating outlying designs to develop 
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solutions that improve safety, minimize downtime and ensure trouble-free operation of customers' 

processes – saving time and money. 

"For more than 90 years, we have been providing superior valves to our customers in oil and gas, pulp 

and paper, refining and chemical industries. Our customers benefit from simulation through increased 

performance, safety and reliability of our products," said Jukka Borgman, director of technology 

development, Metso. "By using simulation early in the design process, we can design and test iterations 

in hours, instead of days or weeks. This is a huge benefit to our product development, enabling us to cut 

down the number of laboratory tests, while increasing performance, safety and reliability without 

compromising on product quality or impacting our bottom line." 

"Metso is widely recognized for its product quality and advanced flow control technologies. They are 

responsible for developing some of the most efficient and effective flow control, mining and aggregate 

products in the world," said Rob Harwood, global industry director, ANSYS. "These complex machines 

demonstrate how engineering simulation is at the very heart of the design of the next generation of 

industrial products. We are confident our simulation platform will further enhance Metso's product 

performance and their development processes by supporting complete digital prototyping and enabling 

them to do even more digital exploration upfront in the design process.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Product News 

Agni Link CAD/PDM/PLM Integration System for SAP ERP Now Shipping 

2 March 2017 

Elmo Solutions announces the immediate availability of the Agni Link CAD/PDM/PLM Integration 

System for SAP ERP. The leader in manufacturing data integration has begun shipping a connector 

for Agni Link, its live, bidirectional CAD/PDM/PLM-ERP data integration system, that will provide 

support for SAP ERP and SAP Business Suite. 

The new connectors will allow live, bidirectional integration between SAP ERP platforms and a number 

of CAD/PDM/PLM applications, including: 

 SOLIDWORKS 

 SOLIDWORKS PDM Professional, Enterprise PDM (EPDM) 

 AutoCAD and its various “flavors” (Mechanical, Electrical, etc.) 

 Autodesk Revit 

 Autodesk Inventor 

 Autodesk Vault 

 Solid Edge 

"We are excited to welcome SAP among our partners. This represents an important milestone for the 

Elmo Solutions family of products,” says Science Officer Ricardo Talbot. "The Elmo Solutions 

development team is dedicated to providing the highest level of dependability to its SAP users. Knowing 

Agni Link is an SAP-compatible product will reassure these users they are achieving a very high level of 
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productivity when using Agni Link and SAP.” 

Agni Link is a companion to CAD/PDM/PLM applications that provides real-time, bidirectional 

integration with ERP systems. It's the only application of it's kind that offers a unique and reliable way 

to integrate CAD and ERP data. It automatically resolves discrepancies, and allows editing of CAD data 

using possible values obtained "live" from the SAP ERP system, thus ensuring perfect synchronization 

of both data sets and completely eliminating redundant data entry as well as eliminating costly errors. 

Agni Link can process and synchronize a wide range of product data from either environment, 

including: 

 Bills of Materials (BoMs) 

 Jobs 

 Estimating 

 Sales Quotes 

 Business Process Management (BPM) data 

 Work Orders 

 Production Orders 

 Production Schedules 

 Product Catalogs 

 Product Configurations 

 Parts Catalogs 

 Technical Documentation 

 Supply Chain Data 

 Document Management 

 CRM data 

Agni Link addresses the needs of CAD/PDM/PLM and SAP users sharing product data throughout the 

enterprise. Designed with the end-user in mind, it includes powerful characteristics such as: 

An Integration Dashboard that allows validation of BoM data directly from the CAD environment 

A Configuration Builder that enables customers to create and edit an unlimited number of mappings. 

Established in 1979, Elmo Solutions is a world class leader in CAD-ERP data integration, with users in 

over 50 countries. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Dassault Systèmes Launches Three New Industry Solution Experiences to Reinforce Its Investment 

in Consumer Goods and Retail 

27 February 2017 

Dassault Systèmes today announced the launch of three new industry solution experiences and the 
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enhancement of its current portfolio based on the 3DEXPERIENCE platform, for the consumer goods 

and retail industry.  

Fashion, footwear, leather goods, retail, as well as furniture, home, garden, and leisure goods companies 

of all sizes can have access to a full portfolio of solutions to digitally transform their business.  Arc 

International, Arvind Lifestyle Brands Limited, Fossil, Gürmen Group, Nowy Styl Group and the 

Rockport Group are some of the 17,000 international companies that are successfully collaborating with 

Dassault Systèmes to create and deliver products that consumers will love.  

Dassault Systèmes’ 3DEXPERIENCE platform and industry solution experiences for consumer goods 

and retail provide a unified digital environment including powerful Product Lifecycle Management and 

3D applications to improve and accelerate the end-to-end business processes behind a company’s 

collections.  From creative and detailed design to the ultimate consumer purchase experience, digital 

continuity at each stage of the process enables real-time collaboration for design, engineering, 

production, supply chains, manufacturing and other stakeholders, as well as capabilities to improve 

visibility, flexibility and decision making. 

Dassault Systèmes’ three new industry solution experiences include: 

• “My Design”:  provides 3D design, performance testing and simulation, visualization and rendering 

capabilities for creative and detailed design 

• “My Production”:  addresses tooling design, product documentation, machining simulation, quality, 

compliance traceability and real-time manufacturing analytics to define ideal tooling and processes for 

flexible manufacturing operations 

• “My Operations”:  leverages intelligent logistics, agile production, supply and demand planning 

capabilities to improve efficiencies and operating margin 

  

In parallel, Dassault Systèmes has enhanced three of its existing industry solution experiences:  

• “My Collection” helps manage the entire Product Lifecycle Management from inspiration through 

marketing. It now features new enhancements for Adobe Illustrator integration, and new configurable 

costing functionalities allowing brands and retailers to create formula-based costing templates to manage 

all areas of costing including planning, pre-cost, cost sheets, and the RFQ process. 

• “My Store” continues to enable 3D merchandising excellence, now from mobile devices.  

• “My Product Portfolio” provides a collaborative and integrated solution for  

multi-disciplinary design capabilities that is now tailored to support small- and medium-sized 

businesses. Companies can test and validate their designs and projects. They can also simulate their 

manufacturing processes governed by full program and change management. 

“My Collection” and “My Store” now also feature a digital asset hub to manage digital assets across the 

enterprise including creative design, merchandising, sales and marketing. 

“Our new industry solution experiences and refreshed portfolio strengthen our commitment to put 

proven technology into the hands of brands and retailers of all sizes and from all segments,” said Chris 

Colyer, Vice President, Consumer Goods and Retail Industry, Dassault Systèmes.  “Dassault Systèmes 

is now the only provider of robust and scalable digital applications to manage a company’s product 

development cycles from ideation to the end-consumer.  Companies can better anticipate and adapt to 

market changes, reduce their time to market and improve their margins, all while delivering the 

experiences their customers crave.” 
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For more information on Dassault Systèmes’ industry solution experiences for Consumer Goods & 

Retail:  http://www.3ds.com/industries/consumer-goods-retail/ 

Click here to return to Contents 

Prostep OpenPDM now with integration for E-CAD solution from WSCAD 

24 February 2017 

Digitalization of the process chains in development and manufacturing requires the availability of all the 

digital product information, not just the mechanical CAD data. This is why PROSTEP, together with 

WSCAD, has created an interface between WSCAD's electrical CAD solution and the OpenPDM 

integration platform. It enables bidirectional synchronization of electrical component data, attribute 

information, documents and product structures with leading PLM and ERP systems such as Teamcenter 

from Siemens, SAP PLM/ERP, PTC Windchill and Enovia V6 from Dassault Systèmes. The integration 

is now available 

The WSCAD SUITE is a modular and scalable solution for the disciplines electrical engineering, 

cabinet and panel design, piping and instrumentation, fluid power engineering, building automation and 

electrical installation. By integrating the solution in OpenPDM, WSCAD is underscoring the need to 

integrate these disciplines more closely in the development and manufacturing processes. "In our view, 

PLM systems are the central hub where all engineering data should converge," stresses Dr. Axel Zein, 

CEO of WSCAD electronic GmbH. 

Integration in OpenPDM has the advantage that WSCAD does not have to develop and maintain 

multiple interfaces to leading PLM and ERP systems. PROSTEP's integration platform assumes 

responsibility for this. On the WSCAD SUITE side, all that is required to establish the connection to 

OpenPDM is the add-on PLMERPsync. Thanks to bidirectional synchronization, changes made to the 

part data in the WSCAD application are immediately visible in the ERP and PLM systems. The 

electrical engineers, on the other hand, can immediately see whether changes made to other product data 

will have repercussions for them. 

"The integration of E-CAD applications like WSCAD is an important step on the way to mapping the 

entire digital product model in PLM," says Bernd Döbel, a senior manager at PROSTEP AG. "Without 

digital masters, there will be no end-to-end digitalization of business processes in the context of Industry 

4.0." 

Click here to return to Contents 

SAP Cloud Platform Intelligently Connects People, Things and Businesses 

27 February 2017 

SAP today announced the expansion of SAP Cloud Platform, formerly known as SAP HANA Cloud 

Platform, with new capabilities and enhancements to provide an industry-leading platform as a service 

(PaaS). 

 Accelerated innovation from SAP targets growing competitive public cloud platform-as-a-

service market, estimated to be US$33.3 billion by 2020* 

 SAP provides an agile digital enterprise platform for customers, partners and developers 

https://www.3ds.com/industries/consumer-goods-retail/
https://cloudplatform.sap.com/
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With a comprehensive set of new business services, SAP Cloud Platform addresses the most critical 

business needs by making it easy and fast to build new applications, expedite the extension and 

integration of SAP apps, power innovative Internet of Things (IoT) scenarios, accelerate Big Data 

projects and enable machine learning and artificial intelligence applications. This announcement was 

made at Mobile World Congress being held February 27–March 2 in Barcelona. 

“Since the launch of our PaaS offering three years ago, it has evolved to become the digital enterprise 

platform of choice that enables customers, partners and developers to build differentiating solutions that 

intelligently connect people, things and businesses,” said Bernd Leukert,  member of the Executive 

Board of SAP SE, Products & Innovation. “To represent its breadth of capabilities, it has been rebranded 

as SAP Cloud Platform. This platform creates digital differentiation by connecting a rapidly growing 

number of smart devices and machines with people and processes to achieve superior business 

outcomes.” 

Numerous SAP enterprise apps and over 1,000 partner apps have already been built on SAP Cloud 

Platform. New services are continually being added to SAP Cloud Platform providing the foundation 

for SAP Leonardo, SAP’s portfolio of IoT solutions that connects intelligent devices with people and 

processes; SAP Clea, the portfolio of machine learning solutions and services; and the SAP 

BusinessObjects Cloud solution portfolio, including SAP Digital Boardroom. 

Customers Share the Benefits of SAP Cloud Platform 

Aesculap, a division of the global operating healthcare company B. Braun Melsungen AG, focuses on 

products and services for core processes in surgery. 

“Together with SAP we have been able to develop a tool for Aesculap that makes life easier for hospital 

staff,” said Martin Runkel, managing director, B. Braun IT Service GmbH. “Using SAP Cloud Platform, 

we developed an iOS app that simplifies management of sterile containers for surgical instruments. This 

enables hospitals to increase hygiene and quality of surgical instruments, especially in emerging 

markets, where hospitals are often not as well equipped.” 

New Services That Have Been Added to SAP Cloud Platform 

 SAP Cloud Platform SDK for iOS planned for release on March 30, aims to give developers, 

designers and businesses the tools and scalability they need to quickly and efficiently build 

powerful enterprise-grade apps for iPhone and iPad, based on SAP Cloud Platform and built in 

Swift, Apple’s modern programming language. 

 SAP Project Companion mobile app, planned for release on March 30, is a native iOS app that 

aims to provide integration through SAP Cloud Platform with the SAP S/4HANA Professional 

Services Cloud solution, taking advantage of real-time data and dramatically simplifying the 

experience for consultants, project managers and other users who are typically on the go. 

 SAP API Business Hub provides a catalog of application programming interfaces (APIs) for 

SAP applications. New APIs are added continuously to make it easier to build out and test new 

functionality and applications. Examples include new APIs for the SAP S/4HANA Cloud suite, 

SAP Mobile Service application and SAP Localization Hub, tax service. 

 SAP Cloud Platform Workflow service, general availability planned by March 30, aims to 

redefine enterprise business functions by quickly and easily connecting them within a graphical 

interface for business analysts to rapidly create new composite workflows for business processes. 

https://www.mobileworldcongress.com/
http://www.sap.com/product/analytics/cloud-analytics.html
http://www.sap.com/product/analytics/cloud-analytics.html
http://wp.me/p6UXKd-zwI
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 SAP Cloud Platform Virtual Machine service, introduced in the Europe, Middle East, and Africa 

(EMEA) region in November 2016, is planned to be available in the United States in Q1 2017. It 

helps customers complete their solution landscapes by adding workloads based on existing on-

premise software or languages and runtimes that can now run directly on SAP Cloud Platform. 

 SAP Cloud Platform IoT service is now available in a beta version. With support for more than 

40 device protocols, this device management service can help companies leverage the IoT for 

immediate detection and quicker response. The new release aims to integrate IoT services with 

the SAP Cloud Platform Streaming Analytics service for faster processing of streaming data. 

 SAP Cloud Platform Big Data Services (formerly Altiscale) offers Hadoop in the cloud for 

providing the foundation for Big Data applications. 

 New data centers are located in Japan and China with full local language support. 

SAP Cloud Platform is the agile cloud application and integration solution supporting the extension of 

digital core applications, including SAP S/4HANA, SAP SuccessFactors, SAP Ariba, SAP Fieldglass, 

Concur and other SAP apps. With over 1,000 apps built by SAP and over 600 partners on SAP Cloud 

Platform, SAP customers and partners alike can take advantage of the benefits of the cloud and 

connectivity to business networks. 

“As an early adopter of SAP Cloud Platform, Accenture has developed several innovative applications 

to maximize the value of our clients’ SAP SuccessFactors solution investment,” said Christophe 

Mouille, senior managing director and Global SAP practice lead at Accenture. “We are also developing 

on SAP Cloud Platform through the Accenture Liquid Studio for SAP Solutions, which rapidly 

prototypes and delivers applications for our clients, using new breakthrough technologies such as 

machine learning, the Internet of Things and advanced analytics to accelerate their digital 

transformation. We look forward to continue using SAP Cloud Platform to help our clients innovate and 

deliver business results at speed.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Siemens Kineo Version 5.0 Release Highlights 

28 February 2017 

Version 5.0 of Kineo software components for path planning, collision detection and cable simulation 

are now shipping. Major new developments include: 

Kineo Flexible Cables 

The first release of our new software component has been developed with a specific focus on 

applications in robotics. The cables that power articulated robot systems are prone to failure as a result 

of repeated stress and collisions in the operating environment. These risks are minimized by optimizing 

dynamic cable performance and reducing material stresses in a virtual prototype. 

Kineo Flexible Cables enables you to model collision-free cable behavior in motion simulation 

applications. For technical details, please visit the Kineo Flexible Cables web page. Please subscribe to 

our blog if you’d like to receive updates as we dig deeper into this new technology. 

KineoWorks Interact 

Building applications that benefit from our software components for path-planning, collision detection 

http://www.plm.automation.siemens.com/en_us/products/open/kineo/index.shtml
http://www.plm.automation.siemens.com/en_us/products/open/kineo/flexible-cables/index.shtml
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and cable simulation is easier than ever with the launch of KineoWorks Interact. This user-friendly tool 

enables you to customize a rich graphical user interface for developing your own sophisticated 

application based on our technologies. 

KineoWorks interact is perfect for OEMs and System Integrators with limited software development 

resources, who recognize the value in developing state-of-the-art software solutions for robot simulation, 

digital mock-up, accessibility studies and related applications. For further information, please visit 

the KineoWorks Interact page. 

KineoWorks and Kineo Collision Detector 

KineoWorks now offers an integrated tool for computing an envelope around static and moving parts. In 

the case of static parts or assemblies, this “wrapping” capability generates very light-weight data 

representations. User-defined levels of tessellation enable you to represent space allocation, without 

exposing confidential product detail. In the case of moving parts, a comprehensive “swept volume” 

enables you to determine space allocation for moving parts. For further information, please visit 

the KineoWorks page. 

Kineo Collision Detector now offers direct support for collision and clearance analysis on point clouds, 

with no need to convert the point cloud data. For further information, please visit the Kineo Collision 

Detector page. 

Both components also benefit from a new C# interface, support Visual Studio 2015 as well as 

compatibility with our new KineoWorks Interact product for developing rich applications quickly and 

easily. 
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Stage-Gate International Certifies Planview for Innovation Team Agility 

2 March 2017 

Stage-Gate International has named Planview Enterprise one of the first software products to be 

certified Stage-Gate® Ready for Innovation Team Agility, a new criteria category designed to give 

product development teams more agility, flexibility and speed. Planview Enterprise gives organizations 

the ability to capture ideas, prioritize products, visualize roadmaps, optimize resource capacity, manage 

the gated commercialization process, and monitor product performance. 

With smart cars driving themselves and home appliances talking behind our backs, the Internet of 

Things has connected our world in ways we never imagined. As a result, new product development 

teams quickly adapt to market dynamics to get the best products to consumers. The Innovation Team 

Agility category from Stage-Gate enables new product development teams to use a hybrid innovation 

model to incorporate best-in-class project management methodologies into a Stage-Gate Idea-to-Launch 

process. 

Planview Enterprise, now certified Stage-Gate Ready for Innovation Team Agility, provides an 

interactive, multi-dimensional perspective into portfolio management scenarios supporting strategic 

planning, new product development, and portfolio performance. 

"Products will only become more connected, integrated, and complex as the 'Internet of Things' 

continues to expand," said Patrick Tickle, Planview chief product officer. "With a long history in IT and 

a culture of customer commitment, Planview is better positioned than any other company to help 

http://www.plm.automation.siemens.com/en_us/products/open/kineo/kineoworks-interact/index.shtml
http://www.plm.automation.siemens.com/en_us/products/open/kineo/kineoworks/index.shtml
http://www.plm.automation.siemens.com/en_us/products/open/kineo/collision-detector/index.shtml
http://www.plm.automation.siemens.com/en_us/products/open/kineo/collision-detector/index.shtml
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organizations innovate and align their product portfolios from concept to end of life." 

As part of Planview's product innovation solution, Planview Enterprise automates the entire product 

innovation lifecycle – from concept to end of life. In addition, out of the box portfolio dashboards 

provide an interactive, multi-dimensional perspective into portfolio management scenarios supporting 

strategic planning, new product development, and portfolio performance. 

In order to achieve certification in the new Stage-Gate Ready category, Innovation Team Agility, a 

software solution provider must first demonstrate functionality in the foundational Idea-to-Launch 

Management certification category. Only software that achieves both categories can demonstrate the 

ability to automate a hybrid process that enables innovation teams with agility, flexibility, and speed. 

Planview's solution has successfully demonstrated this and also is fully certified in all additional 

optional categories: Portfolio Management, Idea Management, and Innovation Strategy.  

"Software that has achieved Stage-Gate Ready certification for Innovation Team Agility has the 

necessary features and functionality to address the gap that innovation teams face in enabling flexibility, 

agility, and speed when commercializing new products," said Michelle Jones, chief innovation officer, 

Stage-Gate International. 
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Tetra4D 3D PDF Products Now Support 3D Printing Workflow, Enhances App-like Functionality of 

PDF 

27 February 2017 

Tech Soft 3D today announced the Tetra4D 2017 portfolio of products – Tetra4D Converter, Tetra4D 

Enrich and Tetra4D Automate. The enhancements made to Tetra4D Converter and Tetra4D Enrich 

result in the data-rich 3D PDF’s generated functioning like an application, which provides an even more 

interactive and richer experience for those consuming them. Improved support for import and export 

formats, and new workflows focused on 3D printing demonstrate the valuable role 3D PDF plays in 

helping companies to improve communication, save time and money. 

 

"Our customers start using 3D PDFs for particular workflows, and quickly realize how they can expand 

the use of 3D PDFs in other processes and workflows throughout the organization," said Lionel Vieilly, 

product manager for Tetra4D. "The Tetra4D 2017 portfolio is loaded with feature enhancements 

including support for new export formats such as the 3MF, the ability to search within a 3D PDF, and 

many more improvements that help to address ever-expanding roles that 3D PDFs can play in 

streamlining manufacturing processes." 

 

Enhanced Format Support: 

The 2017 Tetra4D portfolio now provides support for the industry standard JT 9.5 export, which 

supports interoperability and archiving workflows, as well as a new standard format – the 3D 

Manufacturing Format (3MF), a 3D printing format that allows design applications to send full-fidelity 

3D models to a mix of other applications, platforms, services and printers. The 3MF format supports 

multiple types of information including colors, materials, etc. and allows companies to focus on 

innovation, rather than on basic interoperability issues, and it is engineered to avoid the problems 

associated with other 3D file formats. As 3D printing becomes more and more prevalent in the industry, 

being able to support 3D printing workflows is important for manufacturers, especially for prototyping 
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processes. 

 

Tetra4D 2017 products provide updated CAD readers that support the latest versions of major CAD 

formats, including NX11, SolidEdge ST9, and SolidWorks 2017. In addition, the STEP reader and 

writer have been enhanced to support the validation properties features (STEP AP242) that enable users 

to validate a CAD data translation process. 

 

Tetra4D Enrich Gets More Interactive and Dynamic: 

Tetra4D Enrich helps people create interactive 3D PDFs easily and quickly. A Tetra4D Enrich 

document functions more like an application than a standard 3D PDF, and the enhancements made to the 

2017 version add to the interactivity and app-like functionality found in Tetra4D Enrich-created PDFs. 

 

The new search capability can be inserted in the PDF document to enable search operations based on the 

3D information that exists in the document. The available search criteria can be set by the author of the 

PDF document in order to control what kind of Search will be accessible to the consumer of the 

document (e.g.: Attributes: The search will be performed on all the attributes that are linked to the parts 

from the 3D annotation). 

 

The new "Search" feature in Tetra4D 2017 products can be inserted in the PDF document to enable 

search operations based on the 3D information that exists in the document. 

 

Another new capability allows customers to define how text fields present in the PDF document are 

populated. It is, for example, easy to define how a title block (having several different text fields) will be 

populated when the 3D CAD information is added into the document, e.g.: from 3D file attributes, from 

CAD model attributes, from imported information (via an xm l file). It is also suitable for template 

documents, since the text fields that have been assigned with a specific way to populate those fields will 

be updated when new 3D content is added into the template. 

 

Another new capability allows users to control how the results of a search are displayed in the 3D scene, 

and how the parts corresponding to a selection in a table are emphasized. Search results can be 

emphasized by color, color and opacity or through isolation. 

 

When it comes to adding 3D attributes to the 3D PDF, enhancements have been made to easily manage 

errors through the automatic creation of a log file which provides the user with detailed information 

about the imported attributes and mapping errors (if any). 

 

And finally, to help users get the most out of their Tetra4D Enrich experience, a new help menu has 

been added to redirect the user to various resources related to templates and how-to guides to create the 

templates, and getting started videos. 

 

The complete Tetra4D portfolio of 3D PDF solutions - Tetra4D Automate, Tetra4D Converter and 

Tetra4D Enrich - can be purchased through their global network of authorized resellers or directly. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 



CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 32 

 


