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CIMdata News 

Siemens PLM Software: Building Automotive Leadership: a CIMdata Commentary  

6 January 2015 

 

Key takeaways: 

 In the automotive industry, PLM is a critical, extended-enterprise business solution 

 Siemens PLM Software has extensive automotive domain expertise and embeds much of that 

within their solutions tailored for both OEMs and suppliers 

 Siemens PLM Software is the enterprise PLM backbone for many major OEMs, providing 

comprehensive, scalable, and mission-critical solutions that help automotive manufacturers 

realize innovation 

PLM in the Automotive Industry 

The effective use of Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) has become a key success factor for 

manufacturers in all industries. CIMdata defines PLM as a strategic business strategy enabled by 

information technology. It spans activities from product ideation, requirements definition, conceptual 

and detailed design, manufacturing process planning, quality and compliance, to in-service operations 

and maintenance, through end-of-life recycling, reuse and re-manufacturing. PLM supports 

collaboration across the extended enterprise. 

As an early adopter of PLM concepts and technologies, the automotive industry has helped shape the 

commercially available technologies and solutions that have evolved over the past 30 plus years. Many 

of the largest and most comprehensive (and complex) PLM deployments are for the automotive OEMs 

and their extended enterprise value and supply chains. Meeting the needs of automotive manufacturers 

has both driven and helped many PLM solution providers expand their PLM capabilities and the breadth 

of use throughout the industry. 
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In the automotive industry, the two major factors driving PLM solution expansion are the increasing 

complexity of automobiles (e.g., new propulsion technologies, lightweight designs for emissions, and 

the expanding use of electronics and software in systems from powertrain through entertainment) and 

the continually increasing pressure to start and ramp up production more quickly. As a result, 

automotive manufacturers are often on the leading edge of PLM deployments. They require solutions 

that span large extended enterprises to manage the complex sub-systems of evolving vehicles and that 

seamlessly integrate multiple business functions—including designers, engineers, managers, and 

production and service personnel who need to collaborate and do their jobs more effectively. 

The use of simulation and analysis (S&A) continues to grow beyond structures and crash to include 

thermal, vibration and noise, and system-to-system interactions, as in advanced driving assistance 

systems, while also simulating the user interaction and experience. Further, S&A is being more tightly 

integrated within the overall product development lifecycle to help drive early design optimization and 

related decisions, such as evaluating vehicle light-weighting options to help meet overall emissions, fuel 

economy, and durability targets. This requires systems level simulation encompassing all vehicle sub-

systems as well as the external environment in which those systems operate. As simulation models 

expand to encompass both mechanical and mechatronic systems, model-based S&A will become more 

important in designing and validating the complex control systems of automotive products and the 

manufacturing systems used to produce them. 

PLM integration and interaction with and across the supply chain continues to expand and grow in 

importance as supply partners become more embedded in the development process to shorten time to 

market. In a similar manner, the integration of product design and development solutions with 

manufacturing systems and feedback of manufacturing shop floor information is expanding in scope and 

importance. Integration of manufacturing input early in the design cycle helps eliminate downstream 

production issues for OEMs and suppliers. The result is a clear trend to shift manufacturing decisions to 

earlier in the design process. 

There is also a trend toward increased digitalization of manufacturing. This includes smart models (a 

product model that sets the objectives needed to produce itself); the digital twin (a full digital product 

definition that simulates reality); and optimized, distributed production (autonomous production with 

embedded intelligence). PLM environments of the future will need to support these capabilities as well 

as those already supported. 

Finally, for many, PLM is becoming an innovation platform for the enterprise that enables and cultivates 

creativity to yield continuous improvements in products and processes. CIMdata expects this PLM 

innovation platform of the future to become the foundation upon which PLM functionality is delivered, 

information is exchanged and used, and integration with other business systems is facilitated. The PLM 

platform is also a key component for supporting the aforementioned digitalization of manufacturing and 

enabling more product-related innovation. 

Key Factors in Selecting a PLM Solution Partner 

With PLM being a critically important part of an automotive manufacturer’s success, decisions about 

PLM investments need to be undertaken carefully. Several factors should be considered when selecting 

PLM technologies and a solution partner. These include: 

 What are the capabilities and completeness of the potential partner’s solutions—do they meet 

both current and future needs? 

 Are the offered solutions tailored for the automotive industry and do they address functional 

capabilities and business processes from design through manufacturing in an integrated manner? 
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 Are automotive industry best practices embedded within the offered solutions—workflows, 

terminology, standards, etc.? 

 What is the partner’s track record on delivering their technology and solutions to automotive 

industry manufacturers—have they met their delivery schedules and scope of functionality with 

quality releases that can be easily and quickly deployed into production? 

 Are the offered solutions designed and architected to enable a company to more quickly deploy, 

operate, expand, and upgrade their PLM environments—protecting and leveraging their PLM 

investment to maximum benefit? 

Siemens PLM Software’s Support for the Automotive Industry 

Siemens PLM Software (Siemens) has a long history of investing in and providing PLM technologies 

and solutions tailored to all levels of automotive manufacturers. For over 44 years, Siemens has 

delivered comprehensive PLM solutions including CAD, S&A, CAM, PDM, manufacturing planning 

and visualization, to name a few. Because of their sustained commitment to the industry, Siemens has 

become the PLM solution provider of choice for many automotive manufacturers. 

A review of Siemens’ extensive automotive PLM offerings reveals a systems-driven product 

development approach to product design, engineering, and manufacturing and a set of solutions tailored 

for automotive manufacturers that address a significant portion of their most critical design, 

manufacturing, and service needs. Key to their approach is integrating all aspects of the automotive 

product lifecycle from conceptual design through production and service. 

 

Figure 1—Siemens’ Approach for Systems-Driven Product Development 

This approach is designed to help companies solve the challenges of complexity, innovation, and risk in 

today’s automotive products and encompasses solutions for model-based systems engineering (MBSE) 

including software and requirements management. 

To fully realize innovation, automotive manufacturers need to have an integrated, systems-driven 

strategy coupled with supporting technologies that address all aspects of product development and 

production. Siemens is providing a broad portfolio of solutions architected to work together that 

supports this need.  
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Figure 2—Siemens Integrated Solutions for Automotive Manufacturers 

Major components of Siemens’ strategy are their systems-driven approach and solutions designed to 

address business needs, not just functional issues. The objective is to help customers cost effectively 

realize innovation throughout their business—both in their products and the processes used to develop 

and support them—as their products continue to evolve and grow more complex to meet customer and 

regulatory requirements. 

To address increasing product complexity Siemens has developed broad BOM and configuration 

management functionality to better support the management of automotive products, and the fast 

growing number of options and variants needed to address customer desires for product personalization. 

Siemens has also integrated S&A process and data management, and test management within their PLM 

solution suite to enable digital simulation and physical test information to be used early in the design 

process to validate these options. 

Increasing digitalization is generating significantly more product data and users need to more quickly 

find, access, and use the information they need. Siemens has developed Active Workspace to provide 

improved information visibility, facilitate individual and organizational collaboration, and enable 

enhanced decision making for personnel at all levels of an organization. Synchronous Technology 

provides the ability to support better heterogeneous multi-CAD environments and improve design 

productivity within and across internal and external organizations and partners. 

One of the areas where Siemens is making significant investments in support of automotive 

manufacturers is integrated manufacturing solutions. Siemens’ objective is to provide greater visibility 

to manufacturing requirements for product engineering during design phases to reduce iterations and 

eliminate costly production problems and delays at launch. Providing an integrated PLM environment 

supports concurrent engineering, helping different disciplines such as design and manufacturing to 

collaborate during all phases of the vehicle development process that can extend through to production. 

To help companies more quickly realize innovation in their products and services, and support increased 

manufacturing digitalization, Siemens provides the systems-driven product development approach in a 

Smart Innovation Platform. Elements of this Smart Platform are: 

 Engaged Users—right information, right time, right context 

 Intelligent Models—representing reality, understanding connectedness 

 Realized Products—virtual product definition, real production environment 

 Open Systems—easy deployment today, flexibility for tomorrow 

The Smart Innovation Platform is designed to support the digitalization of manufacturing as described 
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above. Teamcenter, the core of Siemens’ Smart Innovation Platform, has a scalable architecture 

designed to support automotive manufacturers of all sizes from small component providers, through 

larger sub-systems suppliers, to the largest, multi-enterprise, heterogeneous environments typical in 

automotive OEMs. Many of the largest automotive PLM production environments solutions run on 

Teamcenter. 

A major focus for Siemens is to deliver value while future-proofing a company’s PLM investments. A 

good example of this focus is their Automotive Catalysts. These include automotive industry best 

practices that are designed to enable a company to more quickly and easily deploy their PLM solutions 

and achieve faster time to value on their PLM investment. The Catalysts are tailored to meet the needs 

of different manufacturers, e.g., OEMs versus component suppliers. 

Summary 

The automotive industry continues to be a driver of PLM development and use—pushing the envelope 

on the use of PLM enabling technologies and processes throughout extended enterprises. PLM is now 

embedded in how automotive manufacturers of all levels work and it is a critical factor in their ability to 

achieve and maintain business competitiveness and success in the global economy. 

Siemens has a long, rich history of working with and providing PLM solutions to the automotive 

industry—delivering industry focused solutions and offering a deep and broad solution set. They are 

investing in solutions to bring together all the elements needed to define and create a complete digital 

factory—from ideation through manufacturing and support. They are a trusted partner and provider of 

PLM enabling technologies that can help all levels—OEM through supply chain—realize innovation 

throughout the product development lifecycle. Siemens has demonstrated a sustained commitment to the 

automotive industry to help enable their clients’ near-, mid-, and long-term success. 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, an independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize an 

enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM). CIMdata provides world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-

practice methods on PLM. CIMdata also offers research, subscription services, publications, and 

education through international conferences. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website 

at http://www.CIMdata.com or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108, 

USA. Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV Weert, The 

Netherlands. Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 
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Acquisitions 

3D Systems Acquires 3D Printer Maker botObjects and Introduces CubePro® C Full-Color 3D 

Printer 

5 January 2015 

 

3D Systems announced that it acquired U.K. based 3D printer maker botObjects and plans to launch the 

CubePro
®
 C, a new desktop full-color 3D printer powered by botObjects’ technology. The company did 

not disclose the terms of the transaction, but expects it to be accretive to its 2015 results. The company 

http://www.cimdata.com/
http://3dsystems.com/
http://botobjects.com/
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invites International CES 2015 attendees to experience its revolutionary CubePro C for the first time this 

week at the 3DS booth, located at the Sands Expo, booth 72225. 

botObjects pioneered the first 3D desktop printer using PlasticJet Printing (PJP) that offers true full-

color 3D printing, significantly expanding the palette of possibilities for what designers, artists and 

engineers create, from prototypes to products. botObjects also invented a proprietary 5-color CMYKW 

cartridge system, capable of mixing primary printing colors on the fly to generate vibrant color 

combinations and gradient transitions. 

The botObjects ProDesk3D will immediately be folded into 3DS’s new CubePro C printer family and 

deliver a true full-color experience at the affordable price of $4,990, with greater accuracy and speed 

than any comparable desktop 3D printer on the market today. The new CubePro C is capable of printing 

down to 25-microns layers at deposition speeds of up to 175 millimeters per second using durable PLA 

and ABS print materials with PVA support material. 

“Joining the winning team at 3DS couldn’t have come at a better time as orders for our revolutionary 

full-color desktop printer continue to outstrip our resources,” said Martin Warner, co-founder and CEO, 

botObjects. “Together we can bring this powerful technology to more users faster.” 

“We are thrilled to add groundbreaking full-color with ultra thin-layer and high-speed technology from 

botObjects to our expanding consumer and prosumer 3D printing portfolio,” said Avi Reichental, 

President and CEO, 3DS. “We are even more excited to team up with botObjects founders, Martin 

Warner and Mike Duma, and together democratize the availability of this powerful 3D printer and 

accelerate its adoption globally.” 

Under the capable and experienced leadership of Martin Warner, who was named Vice President, 

General Manager botObjects for 3DS, the company plans to fulfill all of its current backorders for the 

recently introduced ProDesk3D as it concurrently transitions to the new CubePro C line and 

substantially expands its desktop reach globally. Until the company expands its manufacturing capacity, 

the CubePro C will be available in a limited release, with plans to expand distribution later in 2015.  The 

CubePro C line joins 3DS’ desktop portfolio that includes the CubePro and Cube line of 3D printers 

and Sense 3D scanning products, which are ideal for a variety of professional desktops from engineers 

to designers and architects, as well as users at home and students at school. 

Those who are not attending CES 2015 can join 3DS’ President and CEO, Avi Reichental, for a 

broadcast of 3DS’ extensive showing at CES 2015 by visiting http://www.3dsystems.com/ces and 

clicking on the link to view the broadcast starting at 4:00 PM EST on Tuesday, January 6, 2015. For 

more details on 3DS’ 3D printed lifestyle consumer showcase at CES 2015, please 

visit www.3dsystems.com/ces.    

 

Click here to return to Contents 

AVEVA Acquires 8over8 Limited 

5 January 2015 

 

AVEVA today announced that it has acquired 8over8 Limited (8over8). This acquisition provides the 

software platform for AVEVA to address the current global need for increased project control, capital 

discipline, minimising project overruns, and delivering improved efficiency in operations. 

8over8’s flagship product is ProCon, a risk management software platform that connects Owner 

http://www.cubify.com/cubepro
http://www.cubify.com/cube
http://www.cubify.com/sense
http://www.3dsystems.com/ces
http://www.3dsystems.com/ces
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Operators (OOs) and Engineering Procurement Construction companies (EPCs) throughout the project 

life cycle. ProCon can be deployed on site, or through a privately managed cloud, providing real-time 

risk management for major capital projects.  Trusted to manage contract execution in multi-billion dollar 

capital projects globally, ProCon is firmly established in the largest capital-intensive energy projects in 

the world. 

Richard Longdon, CEO, AVEVA commenting on the acquisition, said, ‘Now more than ever before, our 

customers are seeking improved project control and reduced risk to their capital investment 

programmes. We are responding to the needs of all the industries we serve to help our OO customers 

maximise their return on capital investment, and our EPC customers to drive greater efficiency, 

enhancing their profitability and competitive differentiation while providing a well-established global 

platform to accelerate the rollout of ProCon. 

‘By acquiring 8over8, AVEVA is uniquely placed to ensure both technical and contractual integrity 

changes are captured during the project life cycle and provides further proof of AVEVA’s ongoing 

strategy to grow its business both organically and through acquisition.’ 

‘Delays and cost overruns are costing billions of dollars when the need for capital discipline has never 

been greater,’ says Clare Colhoun, CEO, 8over8. ‘We have enjoyed rapid expansion in the adoption of 

the ProCon platform and emerged as the leader in contractual risk management software. Joining 

AVEVA gives us the chance to take ProCon to an even wider global market and I’m excited by the 

opportunities this acquisition brings for our customers, solutions and employees. We will certainly 

benefit from AVEVA’s global network of professionals, industry expertise and commitment to 

technology innovation.’ 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Forming Technologies Acquires Rand Technologies of Japan 

7 January 2015 

 

Forming Technologies Inc. (FTI), announces that it has acquired Rand Technologies Japan and created a 

new company, FTI Rand Japan KK. The company will be located in Tokyo, Japan. 

“FTI is very proud to announce our joint partnership with Rand Technologies”, states Michael 

Gallagher, VP Sales and Marketing of Forming Technologies Inc. “Rand Technologies and FTI have 

similar core values and corporate philosophies and an underlying desire to bring value to the bottom line 

for our customers.  The synergy between us will enable our customers to become more efficient, 

optimize their costs and ultimately accelerate their design-to-manufacture time.” 

Maburatani-san, President of FTI Rand Japan states “We are very excited to join forces with Forming 

Technologies and become part of a leading global technology company for the design, simulation and 

costing of sheet metal components. We share similar value systems with respect to customer and 

employee satisfaction and by combining both companies to form FTI Rand Japan, we will expand our 

portfolio with enhanced technical and cost\cost reduction solutions that will service our current and 

future customers extremely well.” 

Adds Gallagher, “Our new subsidiary, FTI Rand Japan, will continue to bring world-class technology to 

our customers and demonstrates our commitment to Japan and our long-term objective of organic 

file:///C:/Users/Jillian%20Hayes/Documents/Newsletter%202015/Daily/5January2015.docx%23Contents


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 9 

growth with strategic partnerships and acquisitions where it makes sense. Rand Technologies is an 

excellent sales, service, and support group led by Maburatani-san. They will support our growth 

initiatives with continuation of support to our local clients and Channel partners throughout Japan.” 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

OpenText Acquires Informative Graphics Corporation  

5 January 2015 

 

OpenText™ today announced that it has acquired Informative Graphics Corporation (IGC), a leading 

developer of viewing, annotation, redaction and publishing commercial software. As a valued OpenText 

partner for more than a decade, IGC technologies will be further integrated into the ECM product 

portfolio and extended into other OpenText Suites. 

With the acquisition of IGC, OpenText strengthens its capabilities for secure access to any content, on 

any device, on premises and in the cloud. Having already deployed more than 250 joint customers and 

more than 300,000 seats of Brava!® for OpenText Content Server, OpenText can now extend the reach 

of IGC offerings to more OpenText customers globally. 

"With a proven record of success as an OpenText partner, we are excited to welcome the IGC team into 

our company," said Mark J. Barrenechea, president and chief executive officer of OpenText. "As 

customers make the shift to the digital workplace and the cloud, document viewing and mark-up on any 

device will enable organizations to leverage their information and drive growth and success in their 

organizations." 

Founded in 1990, IGC offers a full suite of powerful, proven software that helps organizations securely 

view, share, redact and transform documents, images including CAD drawings, for more efficient 

collaboration, better control and increased productivity. Integrated with the most prevalent enterprise 

content management (ECM) systems and leading eDiscovery applications, IGC products focus on 

security as well as helping with common requirements in complex document centric processes. Post-

acquisition, OpenText is looking forward to growing the relationship with its new ECM, Engineering 

Solutions and eDiscovery partners and their customers. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Company News 

Altair ProductDesign Names John Calabrese to its Board of Directors 

8 January 2015 

 

Altair today announced that John Calabrese, former General Motors Vice President of Global Vehicle 

Engineering, will join a newly formed board of directors for Altair ProductDesign, a wholly owned 

subsidiary focused on product development, enterprise solutions, and customer site services.  The board 

has been established for the U.S.-based entity, but will guide all Altair consulting business initiatives 

around the world. 

file:///C:/Users/Jillian%20Hayes/Documents/Newsletter%202015/Daily/5January2015.docx%23Contents
http://www.altair.com/
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Calabrese's career at General Motors spanned more than three decades and included multiple functional 

and operational roles across the company, culminating in his leadership of the company's global vehicle 

engineering organization from 2011-2014. 

"The role of Altair ProductDesign is to support and demonstrate Altair's vision of how simulation-driven 

design radically improves the way companies design products and make decisions," noted Mike Heskitt, 

Chief Operating Officer of Altair ProductDesign.  "Given Mr. Calabrese's remarkable background in 

product engineering, his insights and guidance as a member of our board of directors will be 

invaluable." 

"I am honored to join the Altair ProductDesign board of directors, as I have been a longtime admirer of 

Altair's innovative engineering methods and solutions.  Altair began life as an engineering consulting 

company back in 1985, and it shows - applied expertise in multiple domains and industries coupled with 

a strong customer focus makes Altair a very strong partner, particularly in emerging computer-aided 

engineering technologies." 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

ANSYS Announces Winners of 2015 Hall of Fame Competition  

6 January 2015 

 

A company developing new spinal instruments to reduce the risks of scoliotic surgery and a university's 

examination of how a leatherback turtle would weather climate change were among the five winning 

entries in the annual ANSYS Hall of Fame image competition. 

The contest, which highlights some of the most complex engineering challenges, gives ANSYS users the 

opportunity to showcase their simulation work by producing eye-grabbing images and animation. For 

the second year in a row, 2014 submissions were divided into two categories – corporate and academic – 

and allowed ANSYS to select multiple "best-in-class" winners from each category. 

The corporate winners are: 

 Andritz Hydro, a global supplier of electro-mechanical systems and services for hydropower 

plants. Andritz used ANSYS solutions to develop a lighter-weight valve that replaces welds with 

bolts with controlled tightening, reducing design time and production costs – while increasing 

valve sales. 

 BRP, a world leader in the design, manufacturing, distribution and marketing of motorized 

recreational vehicles and powersports engines. Using ANSYS, BRP engineers reduced external 

forces on an engine's gearcase and observed the effects those forces had on the internal gearcase 

components. As a result, the company solved surface degradation and speed reduction problems. 

 Spinologics, a leader in the development of next-generation medical devices. Spinologics used 

simulations generated by ANSYS
®
 Mechanical

™
 to perform patient-specific analyses of scoliotic 

spine procedures before surgery, which led to the development of a new spinal instrumentation 

system that could reduce the risks of scoliotic surgery. 

The academic winners are: 

 National Taiwan University of Science and Technology researchers used 

ANSYS
®
 Workbench

™
 to calculate how variations in bone quality, patient geometry and even 

http://www.andritz.com/hydro.htm
http://www.brp.com/
http://www.spinologics.ca/
http://www-e.ntust.edu.tw/home.php
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posture can affect the performance of corrective bone and tissue implants. 

 University of Wisconsin-Madison researchers used ANSYS solutions to model a swimming 

leatherback turtle's flipper stroke in four zones and four phases to determine the energy expended 

by the turtle while swimming. This could help predict where this type of sea turtle might survive, 

as its environment is changing due to global warming. 

"Organizations in every industry – particularly in healthcare – are increasingly leveraging simulation to 

speed products to market and to reduce development costs," said Sin Min Yap, vice president of 

marketing at ANSYS. "We see the Hall of Fame submissions growing more complex and sophisticated 

each year. This year's applicants truly pushed the boundaries of simulation. These best-in-class winners 

illustrated how simulation can make a clear and lasting difference in research and product development." 

View the ANSYS Hall of Fame Archive at http://www.ansys.com/HOF for submissions from previous 

years' competitions. 
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Barry-Wehmiller Promotes William Kuhn to Vice President of Finance 

7 January 2015 

 

Bob Chapman, Chairman and CEO of Barry-Wehmiller, is pleased to announce the promotion of 

William Kuhn to Vice President of Finance. Kuhn, a CPA, brings more than 14 years of experience at 

Barry-Wehmiller to this role, most recently as Director of Financial Reporting.  

As VP of Finance, Kuhn will oversee the company’s Finance organization and be part of the Barry-

Wehmiller Executive Team, reporting to Chapman. He will have responsibility for the financial 

management, planning and operations for the global company’s almost $2 billion enterprise.  

“Bill brings ten-plus years of audit experience and three years in a key role within our Financial team to 

his new position,” Chapman said. “He’s demonstrated in both those roles his competence and 

commitment to helping build a strong and vibrant global organization that creates value for all 

stakeholders.”  

“I look forward to driving our business forward and supporting our ‘customers’ within and beyond the 

organization through this incremental responsibility,” Kuhn said. “I am proud to be associated with a 

firm that embraces truly human values and am energized by the trust the Leadership team has placed in 

me. My goal is to build upon the solid foundation that has been established to date, finding ways to help 

the business’ teams operate more effectively and efficiently.”  

Kuhn joined Barry-Wehmiller in March 2012. Prior to that, he spent 11 years working with the company 

as an auditor with Ernst & Young, Barry-Wehmiller’s independent audit partner. Kuhn graduated 

summa cum laude from Southern Illinois University with degrees in management and accounting.  

Kuhn takes the helm from the retiring Jim Lawson, who served as Vice President and CFO since 1997. 

“Jim has been a trusted partner and confidant for the last 18 years and has made an extraordinary 

contribution to the development of our Company as we know it today,” said Chapman. “During his 

tenure, Barry-Wehmiller acquired more than 60 companies and experienced year after year of significant 

revenue growth. Jim and his team were a major factor in these successes and we thank him.” 

http://www.wisc.edu/
http://www.ansys.com/HOF
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BigRep Teams up with Autodesk´s Spark 

5 January 2015 

 

BigRep teamed up with Autodesk as an early adopter of their open 3D-printing platform Spark. This 

was announced on the occasion of the Consumer Electronics Show (CES) starting January 6 in Las 

Vegas. 

Spark is a complete, open and free platform for 3D printing that will connect digital information to 3D 

printers in a new way. It´s objectives are to improve information exchange between design software and 

the printer, to optimize designs before production begins and to provide open APIs for a broad group of 

users to access and innovate the 3D printing pipeline. 

BigRep is offering a full size 3D FDM printer with a printing volume of 1.3 m³ at an extremely 

competitive price. Renowned industrial companies, i.e. from automotive, aerospace or robotics sectors 

are highly interested in the BigRep 3D ecosystem. 

Additionally, professional users like architects, designers and artists around the world are banking on 

BigRep’s future where any given object, i.e. chairs, prototypes or even large replacement parts, can be 

locally produced and delivered quickly. 

René Gurka, BigRep CEO, comments: “BigRep believes that while big is beautiful, it doesn’t have to be 

expensive. Adopting Spark is an important step for us towards building a global ecosystem of BigRep 

Printers, creating a better experience for anyone who wants to bring big ideas to reality.” 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

C&G Systems Japan Announces CG CAM-TOOL for SolidWorks Acquires Gold Product Status 

8 January 2015 

 

C&G SYSTEMS INC. has received “Gold Product” certification. This is the final level of conformity in 

the certification program sponsored by Dassault Systèmes SOLIDWORKS. The product receiving Gold 

Product Certification is “CG CAM-TOOL for SOLIDWORKS”, a “CAM” software for machining 

molds, dies and parts. CG CAM-TOOL functions totally as an Add-In inside of “SOLIDWORKS” the 

3D CAD software developed by Dassault Systèmes. CG CAM-TOOL is acknowledged as a CAM 

product that is fully integrated with SOLIDWORKS. 

Receiving said program’s certification proves the software’s higher level of affinity with 

SOLIDWORKS, and further enhances the recognition from worldwide SOLIDWORKS users and 

resellers, as a tightly integrated CAM software, functioning inside of SOLIDWORKS. Our partnership 

with Dassault Systèmes, at the technical level, has been strengthened as well. This will greatly 

contribute, to the swiftness of the development of the functions, and the upgrading of the products in the 

future. 

“CG CAM-TOOL for SOLIDWORKS” was released in the spring of 2011 as a CAM module for the 

“CG Series”, the 3D CAD/CAM system for molds and dies. Our company had integrated the longtime 

http://www.cesweb.org/
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accumulated possessed technologies of “Mold Designing CAD” and “High Precision CAM”; and, ever 

since, they have been promoting its further functional enhancement. 

Also, their 3D CAD for press die design, “CG Press Design for SOLIDWORKS”, a part of the “CG 

Series”, was awarded a “Gold Product” certification in February 2014. A third “CG Series” product for 

CAD mold designing, “CG Mold Design for SOLIDWORKS”, is currently under examination for the 

prestigious “Gold Product” award. 

In Japan, potential and existing users of their CAD/CAM systems are requesting, a software that can 

allow young technicians to become CAD/CAM operators in a very short time. Similarly their overseas 

customers are also wanting, a system that does not waste much time in operator education or require 

much expertise. To accommodate such needs, they have developed “CG Series”, focusing on “ensuring 

high quality products, with quick response/results, and with simple operation”. Currently, they are 

promoting business expansion into overseas local markets by establishing a business partnership with 

overseas local agencies in Taiwan, China, and the ASEAN nations and others. This will allow them to 

support their business and technical requirements, during start-up and going forward. 

CG CAM-TOOL for SOLIDWORKS 

Equipped with their CAM engine, known for outstanding surface finish results, CG CAM-TOOL is in a 

thoroughly slimmed down operational environment, working seamlessly inside of SOLIDWORKS. This 

software creates high precision and highly efficient tool paths. In addition, “CG CAM-TOOL for 

SOLIDWORKS”, works closely with the mold/die design created by “CG Press Design for 

SOLIDWORKS” or “CG Mold Design for SOLIDWOKS”. This product coordination greatly shortens 

the machining definition time by automatically generating various NC data, such as drilling, pocket 

machining, wire electric discharge machining, and so forth. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

CADENAS PARTsolutions Clients See Record 106 Million Digital Part Downloads in 2014 

Representing $83 Billion in Revenue for Manufacturers 

9 January 2015  

 

CADENAS PARTsolutions had a record year helping manufacturers deliver more than 106,000,000 

digital product models to their customers. CADENAS PARTsolutions clients have seen a 23% increase 

in digital part downloads over 2013, representing more than $83.2 Billion in estimated sales of industrial 

components, proving more and more engineers are looking to save time and money by sourcing 

manufacturer certified digital product models. 

“We’re excited to be the number one provider of digital parts for manufacturers,” says Rob Zesch 

President and COO of CADENAS PARTsolutions. “This achievement really shows that the demand 

from engineering community for digital product data continues to increase, and manufacturers are seeing 

huge results in return by delivering an exceptional digital customer experience.” 

Digital Part Downloads Are A Strategic Sales Driver 

A recent survey of engineers from more than 500 companies shows that that 85% of digital part 

downloads result in the purchase of that product, making the ability to provide digital parts a strategic 

sales driver for manufacturers. 

“This is where we really excel,” said Zesch. “Our expertise is providing the technology to help 
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manufacturers sell more products. By providing high quality data that customers need to purchase their 

products, we get to play a big part of manufacturing growth. That feels good.” 

CADENAS PARTsolutions have also seen a total of 494,000 mobile downloads of their 3D CAD 

Models app from the Apple App store and Google Play store. 

Peace of Mind For Manufacturers 

CADENAS PARTsolutions is known for powering the sales and marketing engines of some the world’s 

largest manufacturers, enabling businesses to provide access of digital products files to their customers. 

One of the reasons CADENAS PARTsolutions clients continue to see significant growth is their ability 

to stay current with the rapidly evolving CAD landscape and engineering design tools. Their close 

relationship with many of the leading CAD providers ensures manufacturer parts are compatible when 

new platforms are released, says customer Steve Gilliom, Vice President of Information Technology at 

PHD Inc. 

“The great thing about working with CADENAS PARTsolutions is we no longer need to worry about 

our product models being compatible with the latest and greatest CAD systems. CADENAS 

PARTsolutions handles it all. With PARTsolutions, our files are both forward and backward compatible 

with nearly every CAD platform on the market enabling us to meet customer needs, and leaving us the 

time and ability to focus on our business,” says Gilliom. 

Native CAD Formats Are The Key to Reaching Customers 

With 106,000,000 parts downloaded in 2014, CADENAS PARTsolutions is the world’s leading 

provider of digital product downloads by volume. More importantly, a majority of the models were 

downloaded in the true native CAD formats provided by CADENAS PARTsolutions, illustrating the 

importance of delivering the exact formats in any flavor engineers want. 

CADENAS PARTsolutions technology platform enables manufacturers to deliver product models in 

more than 150 native and neutral formats, including Autodesk AutoCAD®, Autodesk Inventor® and 

Revit®, SolidWorks®, Solid Edge®, PTC Wildfire® and CREO®, Siemens NX®, CATIA®, and more. 

“The ability for our technology platform to deliver native CAD is a key differentiator for us and also the 

manufacturer’s we support, and the numbers prove it,” says Zesch. “We love helping our customers 

grow their businesses.” 
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CIM Co. New Missler Software Distributor for Mexican, Central American and Caribbean Market 

6 January 2015 

 

Missler Software and CIM Co. have joined forces to promote TopSolid on the Mexican market, as well 

as in Central America and the Caribbean.  

CIM Co. has acquired a strong expertise in the CAD/CAM sector and mainly operates in the following 

industries: automotive, aerospace, mechanical engineering, tooling, mold and die. To date, CIM Co. has 

equipped over 900 customers including renowned manufacturers such as: Volkswagen, Chrysler, Honda, 

Nemak, Benteler, Bosch, TRW, Schuler, General Electric, Bocar, Gestamp, Hella, Gillete, Vitro Group, 

Panasonic, Continental, Sanyo and Takata. It also relies on a strong partnership development strategy 

with CNC machine manufacturers such as Haas, DMG Mori Seiki, Haas and Mazak. Thanks to a 
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dedicated team of 32 employees, 7 sales engineers and 7 CAD/CAM application engineers, CIM Co. is 

also deeply established in the education market in Mexico with more than 100 universities and technical 

schools equipped with CAD/CAM software solutions.   

With over 24 years of experience, CIM Co. is a recognized name in the distribution of CAD/CAM 

solutions in Mexico.  

Missler Software is putting its technical and commercial expertise into play in order to team up with 

CIM Co. to distribute and support the TopSolid range of products in Mexico and Central American 

markets. 

Arnaud De Boisboissel, Sales Director, North America, declared: "Hans Schwerdt, CEO of CIM Co., 

greatly impressed me with his vision of the market. We are delighted to be working with CIM Co., a 

reputed company and expert in the field of Design to Manufacturing process chain, which will no doubt 

be a vital partner over the coming years."   

Hans Schwerdt explains: ”We are honored by the confidence of Missler in CIM Co. representing 

Missler’s TopSolid line of products. Topsolid gives us a full blown parametric CAD/CAM solution to 

compete with high end systems in our markets” 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

CompMechLab® Signs a Reseller’s Agreement with SOLIDTHINKING, Inc. 

5 January 2015 

 

Russian hi-tech innovative engineering company, Computational Mechanics Laboratory, LLC (also 

known as CompMechLab®
 
Ltd.) signed a reseller's agreement with a US software company 

SOLIDTHINKING, Inc. - a leader in Computer Aided Engineering (CAE), topology optimization and   

industrial design - on December 1st, 2014. CompMechLab® became an official reseller of 

solidThinking Evolve and Inspire in Russia and CIS countries (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, 

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Ukraine), Estonia, Latvia, 

Lithuania and Finland. 

From the day of its establishment, the aim of Computational Mechanics Laboratory, LLC, is to generate 

technological chains of a new generation, i.e. multiphysics, multi-stage and multi-level innovation 

developments for a vast range of industries. 

The entering into the reseller's agreement of CompMechLab® and SOLIDTHINKING is a result of a 

long-term and productive activity of CompMechLab® in the field of CAE, as well as acknowledgment 

that CompMechLab® is one of the leaders of Russian and European R&D innovative companies. 

The software developed by SOLIDTHINKING, Inc. includes two advanced computer aided 

technologies of the top class level: 

 solidThinking Inspire – a CAE system for topology optimization; 

 solidThinking Evolve – a tool for industrial design applications. 

solidThinking Inspire is an innovation software tool which enables design engineers, product designers 

and architects to create and investigate structurally efficient concepts quickly and easily. Traditional 

structural simulations allow engineers to check if a design will support the required loads. Inspire 

enhances this process greatly by generating a new material layout within a defined space using the loads 
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as an input. The software is easy to learn and works with existing CAD tools to help design structural 

parts right the first time, reducing costs, development time, material consumption, and product weight. 

Inspire is based on the same technology as Altair OptiStruct, the unique multi-parametric optimization 

tool developed by Altair Engineering, Inc. 

The latest release of Inspire, "Inspire 2014", has introduces multiple new enhancements including new 

geometry simplification tools, smoothing options, linear static analysis, concentrated mass parts and 

much more. Inspire is vastly applied in aerospace, turbomachinery, automotive, shipbuilding and 

consumer goods industries. 

solidThinking Inspire also spares both designer’s and CAE engineer’s time providing the designers with 

all necessary tolls to make the evaluation of an initial design concept on their own fast and reliably. 

Another important issue is that Inspire has been developed considering modern trends of advanced 

manufacturing technologies, i.e. 3D printing. A crucial fact for the designers and technologists is that the 

design developed in Inspire can be easily converted into a format used for direct 3D printing of a 

prototype. 

solidThinking Evolve allows industrial designers to develop forms faster, enabling them to capture an 

initial sketch, explore styling alternatives, and visualize products with realistic renderings generated in 

real time. Evolve software provides organic surface modeling and parametric control, with NURBS-

based surfaces and solids and a unique Construction Tree history feature. It frees designers from the 

constraints of vastly spread engineering-oriented CAD tools, while allowing the export of digital models 

required by others in the product development process. 

Advanced technologies implemented in solidThinking software products provide efficient support to 

industrial designers, engineers and technologists and help them to develop innovative and competitive 

products faster and easier, as well as visualize the structures obtained in real time. Actually, both Inspire 

and Evolve change the global approach to initial design procedures and help the designers to meet 

industrial challenges when creating lighter, stiffer and more efficient products. 

“Our company highly appreciate the collaboration with SOLIDTHINKING, Inc. – a world leader in the 

field of structure design optimization”, - Anton Aleksashkin, CAE Software Distribution Department 

Director, CompMechLab®, mentions. “According to our experience, optimization computer aided 

technologies become more and more solicited in Russian market, as well as in the market of neighboring 

countries, such as Belarus, Ukraine, Baltic States and Finland. Being able to implement such innovative 

tools as Inspire and Evolve in modern technological chains, we can help Russian, Baltic, CIS and 

Finnish companies which work in the field of automotive, aerospace, shipbuilding, turbomachinery and 

other industries to achieve a principally new level of new parts and structures creation, minimizing time 

and efforts investments”. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Hexagon Metrology and TriMet Announce Strategic Partnership 

5 January 2015 

 

Hexagon Metrology, Inc. and TriMet, LLC (Fenton, MO) announced a strategic partnership agreement. 

TriMet is now an agent of Hexagon Metrology, offering ROMER portable arm coordinate measuring 

machines (CMMs) and serving Southern Illinois, Missouri, Kansas, Arkansas and Oklahoma. The 
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company has extensive knowledge of the ROMER product line and cites reverse engineering, CAD 

modeling, large scale scanning, and tool building as part of their core competencies. TriMet will also 

offer contract metrology services for Hexagon’s portable CMM line. Hexagon Metrology is the world's 

largest supplier of metrology equipment and software. 

"TriMet is in a unique position to service leading aerospace companies in the Wichita to St. Louis 

corridor," said Jack Rosignal, Executive Vice President, Commercial Operations for Hexagon 

Metrology, Inc. "By offering comprehensive solutions to the local market that cover all stages from 

design through manufacture, they truly can offer complete portable metrology solutions to their 

customers. TriMet's extensive experience means that they will be able to quickly and seamlessly 

integrate our product portfolio into their extensive offering of solutions for aerospace companies." 

The partnership allows both companies to more effectively serve the increasingly sophisticated 

requirements of the aerospace community within the region. TriMet also provides a wide range of 

training programs and services such as in-house inspection, reverse engineering, CAD modeling, CAD-

to-part inspection, large scale scanning, tool building and more. 
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HP Selects Intel to Power HP Multi Jet Fusion Technology 

8 January 2015 

 

HP announced Intel Corporation as the silicon architecture for HP Multi Jet Fusion, a revolutionary 

technology engineered to resolve critical gaps in the combination of speed, quality and cost, and deliver 

on the potential of 3D printing. Dion Weisler, executive vice president, Printing & Personal Systems 

(PPS), HP joined Brian Krzanich, Chief Executive Officer, Intel, on stage at the Consumer Electronics 

Show in Las Vegas, to share their vision for how this collaboration aims to realize the transformative 

potential of 3D printing. 

HP recently unveiled HP Multi Jet Fusion as part of its Blended Reality ecosystem, designed to break 

down the barriers between the digital and physical worlds. Leveraging unique 3D print intellectual 

property, including HP Thermal Inkjet assets, HP Multi Jet Fusion is built to transform manufacturing 

across industries by delivering systems that are 10x faster than the best technology on the market today, 

with better quality, increased productivity, and break-through economics. 

The partnership underscores the companies' commitment to delivering transformative technologies for 

the future and driving market categories forward. Together, the technology engineered by HP and 

powered by Intel has the potential to revolutionize production and offer businesses a new way to 

prototype and produce goods for customers. 

"HP Multi Jet Fusion is uniquely designed to resolve fundamental limitations in today's 3D printing 

technologies with the potential to revolutionize manufacturing," said Weisler. "In order for 3D printing 

to reach its full potential, we not only need the most powerful processors, but a technology partner with 

a shared vision for the industry." 

Intel Core i7 processors will be integrated into HP Multi Jet Fusion technology and used in agile product 

testing with customers as part of HP's Open Customer Collaboration Program throughout 2015. Wider 

distribution of the HP 3D Print system will begin in 2016. 

"Our companies share a long history of innovation and a vision to deliver innovative 3D computing 
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experiences that transform the way people interact with and use technology for work and play," said 

Krzanich. "The combination of Intel architecture with HP's Multi jet Fusion technology will help to 

accelerate not only the speed of 3D printing but the availability of the technology to consumers and 

enterprises alike." 

Intel Core i7 Processors power other facets of HP's Blended Reality ecosystem, including Sprout by HP, 

an immersive computing platform that combines multiple devices -- a scanner, hi-resolution camera, 

Intel® RealSense™ 3D Camera, projector -- into a single device, allowing users to take physical items 

and seamlessly merge them into a digital workspace. 
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Kalypso and GoEngineer Form Strategic Partnership 

8 January 2015 

 

Kalypso announces a strategic partnership with GoEngineer, a reseller of Oracle Agile Product Lifecycle 

Management (PLM) and Dassault Systèmes SOLIDWORKS 3D CAD software. 

Kalypso delivers a comprehensive set of services that enable innovation, including PLM technology 

strategy and implementation services. In addition to software sales, GoEngineer provides technical PLM 

expertise including upgrade, hosting, integration and implementation services. As part of the partnership 

agreement, Kalypso has acquired GoEngineer’s implementation services business. 

“The Kalypso-GoEngineer partnership enables both firms to scale our businesses to better serve the 

growing demand for PLM services and software,” said George Young, CEO of Kalypso. “With the 

addition of GoEngineer’s implementation business to Kalypso we strengthen the size and experience of 

our delivery team, allowing us to serve a larger client base with a broader set of PLM services.” 

GoEngineer will continue to focus on providing PLM cloud services by subscription and hosting of 

perpetual licenses. Kalypso will continue to focus on implementation services. Together, the firms will 

grow their ability to serve clients of all sizes, building on Kalypso’s presence in large enterprises and 

GoEngineer’s strength in the small and medium-sized business (SMB) market. 

“The synergies in this partnership allow both Kalypso and GoEngineer to focus on delivering value to 

our clients based on our firms’ unique yet complementary strengths,” said Mike Coleman, PLM 

Business Unit vice president at GoEngineer. “By partnering with Kalypso, GoEngineer can focus on 

delivering our PLM cloud offerings to a wide range of organizations, from pre-revenue companies with 

10 users up to Fortune 500 companies with thousands of users.” 
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PTC Brings the Internet of Things to the FIRST
®
 2014-2015 Robotics Season 

6 December 2015 

 

Continuing with its mission to provide every day opportunities for students to develop real-world 

engineering skills, and to build on the importance of designing smart, connected products to take 

advantage of the Internet of Things, PTC, today announced it will be donating PTC Thingworx® 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fkalypso.com&esheet=51015119&newsitemid=20150108005169&lan=en-US&anchor=Kalypso&index=1&md5=3ec6ba21ebd698739bda371af36ed49a
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.goengineer.com&esheet=51015119&newsitemid=20150108005169&lan=en-US&anchor=GoEngineer&index=2&md5=ac90bd42f1aa68a71928c637fe31c90c
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fkalypsonians.com%2Fgeorge-young&esheet=51015119&newsitemid=20150108005169&lan=en-US&anchor=George+Young&index=3&md5=7adce5763808d575d38a4af09fa15cb6
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ptc.com&esheet=51012822&newsitemid=20150106005124&lan=en-US&anchor=PTC&index=1&md5=467c5e316e06a16da862d0186eccbaad
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software to all FIRST teams in addition to PTC Creo®, PTC Mathcad® and PTC Windchill® software. 

PTC ThingWorx can be used to create an application which displays data collected by sensors on the 

robot in order to tell teams how it is performing, and what type of adjustments may be needed. 

The number of things connected to the Internet now exceeds the total number of humans on the planet, 

and this is accelerating to as many as 50 billion connected devices by the end of the decade. The 

implications of this emerging Internet of Things (IoT) are huge, including how smart, connected 

products are designed, built and serviced. 

“Manufacturers are addressing the new IoT business model by building smart, connected products and 

need to hire people with these specific skills to remain competitive,” said John Stuart, senior vice 

president global education, PTC. “PTC is excited to work with FIRST to develop the IoT engineers and 

innovators of tomorrow. We’re proud to continue our support of FIRST and we wish the best for all the 

teams that participate in this year’s competition.” 

PTC, NASA, and Comcast NBCUniversal were the 2015 FIRST Robotics Competition (FRC) Kickoff 

Sponsors at an event that was held on Saturday, January 3, 2015 at 10:15am eastern. The FRC season 

robotics game was unveiled during a live broadcast courtesy of Comcast NBCUniversal. 

Building on previous years, PTC will support ten regional and district FRC competitions throughout the 

United States and Israel in addition to sponsoring 87 FIRST
®
 Robotics Competition (FRC

®
) teams, 

130 FIRST
®
 Tech Challenge (FTC

®
) teams, and five FIRST

®
 LEGO

®
 League (FLL

®
) teams during the 

2014-2015 season. 
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PTC Names Andrew Miller Chief Financial Officer 

5 January 2015 

 

PTC today announced the appointment of Andrew Miller as Executive Vice President and Chief 

Financial Officer (CFO), effective February 5, 2015. An accomplished finance executive, Miller has 

more than 30 years of experience in the high technology and medical technology industries. 

Miller will join PTC from Cepheid, a high-growth molecular diagnostics company, where he has served 

as Chief Financial Officer since April 2008. During his tenure, Cepheid grew its clinical revenue at a 

compound annual growth rate of 49%, expanded its global installed base to more than 7,500 placements, 

the largest in molecular diagnostics, established itself as the market leader in molecular healthcare 

associated infection testing, and expanded its global menu of molecular diagnostics tests to twenty, the 

broadest menu available on a single platform. While at Cepheid, Miller built world-class finance and 

information technology teams and a nationally recognized investor relations program. Cepheid saw a 

more than five-fold stock price appreciation during Mr. Miller’s tenure. 

“PTC today stands at the threshold of a major new chapter of growth with our opportunity to be a leader 

helping customers harness the emerging power of the Internet of Things,” said Jim Heppelmann, 

president and CEO of PTC. “The company’s entire leadership is focused on executing our strategy to 

capture this exciting opportunity. Andy is a hands-on leader who has strong strategic, operational, and 

software experience. His experience helping drive and manage profitable growth in the tech sector is just 

what we were looking for in our new CFO and we’re pleased he’s joining the team.” 

Miller’s career also includes financial leadership positions at Autodesk, MarketFirst Software, Cadence 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ptc.com%2F&esheet=51012237&newsitemid=20150105005576&lan=en-US&anchor=PTC&index=1&md5=97240e206566fc8c1fee973183a36142
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Design Systems, and Silicon Graphics. In each role, he helped build and shape strong teams focused on 

financial strategy and operations. As the Vice President of Finance and Chief Accounting Officer of 

Autodesk, Miller was part of the team that drove their business transformation effort focused on 

corporate growth, productivity improvements, and profit expansion. During his tenure, Autodesk 

revenue doubled, operating margin increased 500%, and the company began its transition to a 

subscription software licensing and delivery model. Miller began his career at accounting firm Deloitte 

and Touche. Miller also serves on the Board of Directors of United Online, Inc. (Nasdaq: UNTD), a 

leading provider of consumer products and services over the internet. 

“I am excited to join the management team of a company that is so well positioned for growth,” said 

Miller. “I believe PTC is entering a significant market opportunity and has defined a leadership position 

for itself that will generate long-term shareholder value.” 

Miller replaces Jeff Glidden, who announced in August, 2014 his intention to retire. Mr. Glidden will 

serve as a consultant to the Company for a transition period following Mr. Miller’s commencement of 

employment with the Company. 

Concluded Heppelmann, “we are grateful that Jeff Glidden capped off his distinguished career by 

helping PTC to build a strong financial foundation that will serve the company for many years to come 

and by helping PTC reposition itself for strategic growth. The company has enjoyed tremendous success 

during Jeff’s tenure. We wish him the very best in his retirement.” 
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SigmaTEK Names Dan Jacobs Vice President of Sales 

24 December 2014 

 

SigmaTEK Systems LLC, announces the appointment of Dan Jacobs as Vice President of Sales.  Mr. 

Jacobs assumes responsibility for growing the company’s sales organization and community of users 

throughout North America and Latin America.  

Dan brings more than thirty-seven years of fabrication industry experience to SigmaTEK.  Most recently 

he managed industrial equipment sales and service organizations in the sheet metal fabrication industry. 

Mr. Jacobs is currently a member of the Fabricators and Manufacturing Association within the Society 

of Manufacturing Engineers, Chairman of the Tube and Pipe Fabricators Council, and serves on the 

FMA Education council.  In the past Dan was Director of the FMA Board and served on the Board for 

educational and business councils and associations. Dan and his family reside in Mason, Ohio. 

SigmaTEK President & CEO, Ben TerreBlanche comments: “As a visionary leader, coach, and mentor, 

Dan has demonstrated the ability to develop, lead, and grow sales organizations.  Moreover, he 

embodies the values, principles, and practices at the heart of our organization and industry. While we 

certainly continue to strive for technical superiority it is the quality of our people that truly enables 

SigmaTEK to solidify its market leadership position. We welcome Dan to the team and look forward to 

his contributions in the coming years.” 
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TUKATECH Announces New Address 

7 January 2015 

 

TUKATECH, Inc., announced today that they have moved their World Headquarters to new location in 

Los Angeles, CA. 

The address of the new location is 5462 Jillson St., Los Angeles, CA 90040.   All other contact 

information including phone numbers remain the same.  This move comes after 18 years in the previous 

location, just one mile south of Jillson St. 

“As TUKATECH continues to grow, we are excited to expand our footprint in USA,” said Ram Sareen, 

CEO.  “This new facility allows us to better serve the needs of over 70% of Fashion Industry in 

Southern California with training, support and consulting. “ 
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VMH International Announces Membership in Okuma America's Partners in THINC 

9 January 2015 

 

VMH International, a premier Siemens PLM Software partner, announced today that it has been selected 

for membership in Okuma America's Partners in THINC. Partners in THINC is a collaboration network 

of more than 46 companies that serve the metal-cutting and manufacturing industry. They come together 

to solve problems and explore new productivity ideas for real-world manufacturers. With the open 

architecture, PC-based THINC®-OSP control as its nucleus, Partners in THINC brings specialized 

equipment, expertise and a commitment to provide the best possible integrated solutions to the end-user. 

VMH International provides seamless, integrated software solutions from Siemens, VoluMill, and 

CGTech VERICUT. Based on extensive industry experience, VMH evaluates organizations’ parts and 

processes to determine the best combination of design, manufacturing, tool path, and machine 

simulation software, and to develop a custom mentoring and training strategy. This approach helps 

ensure that companies perform in the most efficient and cost-effective way possible to improve quality, 

reduce cycle time, and increase profitability. 

"VMH is excited to be a part of the Partners in THINC program," said Vern Heyer, CEO and president 

of VMH International. “We are committed to collaborating with Okuma and our fellow Partners and 

leveraging our unique suite of software and services to help Okuma’s customers streamline and advance 

their manufacturing capabilities.” 
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Events News 

3D Systems to Present at the 17th Needham Growth Conference 

9 January 2015 
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3D Systems announced today that it plans to present at the 17
th

 Annual Needham Growth Conference on 

Tuesday, January 13, 2015 at 2:10 PM ET. 

A live audio webcast and replay of the presentation will be available on 3DS’ website under the Investor 

Relations section at 3DSystems.com/investor. 
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Exa Corporation to Present at the Needham Growth Conference  

7 January 2015 

 

Exa
®
 Corporation, announced that its Chief Financial Officer, Richard Gilbody, will present at the 

Needham Growth Conference to be held in New York City. 

Exa's presentation is scheduled to begin at 2:10pm ET on Thursday, January 15, 2015. This presentation 

will be available via live audio webcast at http://investor.exa.com/events.cfm and via replay from the 

same link beginning approximately one hour after the conclusion of the presentation. 
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GibbsCAM CNC Programming Automation with SolidWorks Models to be Featured at SolidWorks 

World 2015  

6 January 2015 

 

Gibbs and Associates today announced that it will participate at the SolidWorks® World 2015 

Conference with a presentation and booth demonstrations of GibbsCAM software’s optimization for 

machining parts designed in SolidWorks. GibbsCAM is a SolidWorks Certified CAM Product that 

provides seamless integration with SolidWorks. Gibbs was selected to give a presentation 

called “Manufacturing Complex Solid Models with GibbsCAM,” to be delivered by Steve Aughinbaugh, 

a GibbsCAM applications engineer, on Monday, February 9, 2015 from 6:45pm-7:00pm. The 

presentation will highlight GibbsCAM’s integration with SolidWorks, and demonstrate the use of 

automation features of both products to read a complex part from SolidWorks and program it for 

machining with GibbsCAM. Mr. Aughinbaugh will demonstrate the ease of programming turning, 

milling, millturning and drilling operations on a multi-task machine, and finish with full simulation of 

the machining process. In addition to the presentation, GibbsCAM demonstrations will be available in 

Booth 525 of the Partner Pavilion. The conference runs from February 8-11, 2015 at the Phoenix 

Convention Center in Phoenix, Arizona. 

Mr. Aughinbaugh’s presentation will be centered on GibbsCAM’s MTM and Machine Simulation for 

programming, simulating and verifying multi-task machining (MTM) operations in making parts 

designed in SolidWorks. He will demonstrate how GibbsCAM directly reads SolidWorks part models, 

preserving features and attributes, and use these to identify, organize and select features for machining. 

The use of a complex part – a cylindrical part with flat areas, pockets, holes and compound holes – for 

http://www.3dsystems.com/
http://www.3dsystems.com/investor
http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=kQpqlPejQ-OE35ELmKYKrHMsm7YELlPnTuzfBoUguRBoQhA-TU3-V5hH4jA1S9Io7R1fL_VtCCUYkgbcgprsQSM0g3jdJq0GU811zAUUbdff67xL4KavAZiF6Fw82eUM
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the presentation will enable Mr. Aughinbaugh to demonstrate the ease and speed of GibbsCAM’s CNC 

programming for various different operations required to machine parts. Use of a complex machine for 

programming and simulation will enable him to highlight GibbsCAM’s new underlying architecture, the 

Universal Kinematic Machine engine, which allows programming and simulating machine tools of any 

configuration, simple or complex. His presentation will finish with simulation of the entire machining 

process, including the machine tool, its moving components, tool blocks and cutting tools as they make 

the part. 

Inherent to the presentation will be GibbsCAM’s optimization for SolidWorks, which includes the 

integration of GibbsCAM’s Hole Manager with SolidWorks’ Hole Wizard to identify, categorize, and 

machine simple and compound holes, and GibbsCAM’s Automatic Feature Recognition and Feature 

Manager, to read and preserve features from the SolidWorks Feature Tree to easily identify and select 

areas for machining. This integration, in combination with many other GibbsCAM automation features, 

greatly simplifies solids machining and provides huge time savings for the SolidWorks user. With a 

short learning curve, GibbsCAM’s unique user interface enables additional productivity from ease of use 

and speed of programming. 

The combination of GibbsCAM 2015 and SolidWorks 2015 provides a complete CAD/CAM solution 

for most manufacturing environments. Whether parts have simple geometry needing only 2.5-axis 

milling or 2-axis turning, or complex geometry requiring use of 5-axis machining, MTM or Swiss-style 

turning centers, the SolidWorks-GibbsCAM combination accommodates and optimizes the machining 

process. GibbsCAM verifies the toolpaths with gouge detection and interference checking, dynamically 

and visually simulates them on virtual machine tools, and accurately post-processes them to generate 

optimal NC programs. GibbsCAM features help users eliminate scrap and reduce cycle times, while they 

maximize efficiency, safety and profits.  
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Mentor Graphics President Gregory K. Hinckley to Present at the 17th Annual Needham Growth 

Conference 

7 January 2015 

 

Mentor Graphics Corporation today announced that Gregory K. Hinckley, President of Mentor 

Graphics, will present at the 17
th

 Annual Needham Growth Conference. 

Who:  Gregory K. Hinckley, President of Mentor Graphics 

When:  Wednesday, January 14, 2015, 2:50 pm Eastern Time 

Where:  New York Palace Hotel, New York 
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OPEN MIND at SOLIDWORKS World 2015 

7 January 2015 
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OPEN MIND Technologies AG is set to take part in SOLIDWORKS World 2015 in Phoenix, Arizona. 

OPEN MIND will present the 2014.2 version of its hyperMILL® CAM suite at its own booth and hold a 

presentation at the event, which runs from 8 to 11 February 2015. It is possible to call the hyperMILL® 

CAM functions directly from SOLIDWORKS® thanks to a shared database. 

Due to its outstanding integration, quality and interoperability in relation to its own CAD environment, 

hyperMILL
®

 has been named a ‘Certified Gold’ product by the Dassault Systèmes SOLIDWORKS 

Corp. OPEN MIND is taking this opportunity to show the SOLIDWORKS
®
 community the options 

hyperMILL
®

 has on offer for the transition from construction to manufacturing. 

3D shape Z-level finishing 

When it comes to Z-level finishing, CAD systems usually simply follow the X and Y coordinates. If the 

bottom surface is curved, the milling result is not optimal and it is necessary to perform a number of 

rework machining steps. 3D shape Z-level finishing with hyperMILL
®

 makes it possible to reference 

curved bottom surfaces, after which the milling paths are aligned. This means that the milling tool 

nestles optimally along the boundary edge between the bottom and the wall. All intermediate levels are 

offsets of the bottom plane. 

2D plunge milling 

During 2D plunge milling, the material is removed solely by plunging a milling tool. The advantage of 

the new cycle, which can be used for both roughing and finishing, lies in the fast machining of materials 

that are difficult to cut. 
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Synopsys Co-CEO Aart de Geus to Speak at 17th Annual Needham Growth Conference 

8 January 2015 

 

Synopsys, Inc. today announced that Aart de Geus, Chairman and Co-CEO, will speak at the 17th 

Annual Needham Growth Conference in New York on Jan. 13, 2015. 

This event will be broadcast live on the Internet via the Synopsys corporate website at 

http://www.synopsys.com/Company/InvestorRelations on Tuesday, Jan. 13, 2015 at 8:00 a.m. ET (5:00 

a.m. PT).  To access the live webcast presentation, please go to the website ten minutes prior to the start 

of the event, to register and to download and install any necessary multimedia software.  The webcast 

replay of the presentation can be accessed at the Synopsys corporate website approximately ten minutes 

following the conclusion of the live event. 
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Financial News 

Infosys Announces Results for the Quarter Ended December 31, 2014 

9 January 2015 
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Financial Highlights 

Consolidated results under International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS) for the quarter 

ended December 31, 2014 

Quarter ended December 31, 2014 

 Revenues were $ 2,218 million for the quarter ended December 31, 2014 

QoQ growth was 2.6% in constant currency; 0.8% in reported terms; 

YoY growth was 5.6%  

 Net profit was $ 522 million for the quarter ended December 31, 2014 

QoQ growth was 2.2% 

YoY growth was 12.7%  

 Earnings per share (EPS) was $ 0.46 for the quarter ended December 31, 2014 

QoQ growth was 2.2% 

YoY growth was 12.2% 

 Liquid assets including cash and cash equivalents, available-for-sale financial assets, certificates 

of deposits and government bonds were $ 5,532 million as on December 31, 2014 as compared 

to $ 5,444 million as on September 30, 2014. 

 The company has expanded its Innovation Fund from the current $ 100 million to $ 500 

million to support the creation of a global eco-system of strategic partners. 

 Infosys has pledged INR 254 crore ($ 40 million) for FY 15 towards Corporate Social 

Responsibility (CSR) which is primarily being carried out through the Infosys Foundation, its 

philanthropic arm. The Infosys Foundation is engaged in several programs aimed at alleviating 

hunger, promoting education, computing literacy, improving health, assisting rural development, 

supporting arts and helping the destitute. 

Other Highlights 

 Infosys and its subsidiaries added 59 clients (gross) during the quarter. 

 Gross addition of 13,154 employees during the quarter. 

 169,638 employees as on December 31, 2014 at Infosys and its subsidiaries. 

 Highest utilization (excluding trainees) in 11 years 

 Best volume growth in 3 years 

 Made 100% variable payout for Q3 

"We are excited by several breakthrough results in Q3. Our 'renew and new' strategy, is being received 

well by our clients and our ecosystem and we are already seeing its early adoption," said Dr. Vishal 

Sikka, CEO and Managing Director. "Based on our strong performance, we are intensifying our efforts 

to deepen employee engagement, client ecosystem and strengthen our foundation of education as we 

build a next-generation services company that innovates for consistent profitable growth." 

"During the quarter, we saw broad-based volume growth, increased utilization and strong client 

additions," said U. B. Pravin Rao, Chief Operating Officer. "We have made 100% variable payout for 

Q3 and have seen a further decline in attrition as a result of multiple initiatives taken over the last few 

quarters." 

"Our sequential revenue growth in Q3 was adversely impacted to the extent of 1.8% due to USD 

appreciation against other major currencies," said Rajiv Bansal, Chief Financial Officer. "We made 
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required investments keeping in mind short-term priorities and long-term aspirations." 

To view an unabridged version of this press release, visit: http://www.infosys.com/investors/reports-

filings/quarterly-results/2014-2015/q3/Documents/Q3-2015-AD.pdf  

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Infosys to Announce Third Quarter Results on January 9, 2015 

3 January 2015 

 

Infosys Limited will announce the results for its third quarter ending December 31, 2014 on Friday, 

January 9, 2015 at 12:30 p.m. Indian Standard Time (IST) (2:00 a.m.US ET; 11:00 p.m. PST on January 

8, 2015; 7:00 a.m. London time; 3:00 p.m. Singapore/Hong Kong time). The results will also be 

available on http://www.infosys.com. 

Following the release, the leadership team will be part of a common television interaction at 1:10 p.m. 

IST. The participating executives will address questions from the media during this interaction which 

will be streamed live on the Investor Relations section of the Infosys website. 

This will be followed by a detailed discussion on Bloomberg TV from Bangalore at 1:40 p.m. 

IST on January 9, 2015 (this will not be telecast in the US). An archive of this event will be uploaded 

on http://www.infosys.com after 5:00 p.m. IST on January 9, 2015 (after6:30 a.m. US ET on January 9, 

2015). 

Earnings call I  

(2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. IST; 3:30 a.m. - 4:30 a.m. ET)  

The company will conduct a 60 minute conference call at 2:00 p.m. IST (3:30 a.m. US ET; 00:30 a.m. 

PST; 8:30 a.m. London time; 4:30 p.m. Singapore/Hong Kong time) on January 9, 2015 (open to 

investors / analysts in all regions), where the senior management will discuss the company's 

performance, articulate the company's strategic direction and answer questions from participants. To 

participate in the conference call, please dial the numbers provided below 10 - 15 minutes before the 

scheduled start time of the call. During this interim, the operator will provide instructions on how to ask 

questions. As participation in the call is limited, early registration (by calling the numbers 10 - 15 

minutes before the scheduled start time) is encouraged. 

This event will be webcast live on the Investor Relations section of the Infosys website, following which 

it will be archived athttp://www.infosys.com. The archive will be available after 5.30 p.m. 

IST on January 9, 2015 (after 7:00 a.m. US ET on January 9, 2015). In addition, a transcript of the 

conference call will be available at http://www.infosys.com. 

Earnings call II  

(7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. IST; 8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. ET)  

The company will also conduct a 60 minute conference call at 8:30 a.m. US ET (7:00 p.m. IST; 5:30 

a.m. PST; 1:30 p.m. London time;9:30 p.m. Singapore/Hong Kong time) on January 9, 2015 (open to 

investors/analysts in all regions), where the senior management will discuss the company's 

performance, articulate the company's strategic direction and answer questions from participants. To 

participate in the conference call, please dial the numbers provided below 10 - 15 minutes before the 

scheduled start time of the call. During this interim, the operator will provide instructions on how to ask 

http://www.infosys.com/investors/reports-filings/quarterly-results/2014-2015/q3/Documents/Q3-2015-AD.pdf
http://www.infosys.com/investors/reports-filings/quarterly-results/2014-2015/q3/Documents/Q3-2015-AD.pdf
http://www.infosys.com/
http://www.infosys.com/
http://www.infosys.com/
http://www.infosys.com/
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questions. As participation in the call is limited, early registration (by calling the numbers 10 - 15 

minutes before the scheduled start time) is encouraged. 

This event will be webcast live on the Investor Relations section of the Infosys website and an archive 

can be accessed athttp://www.infosys.com after 10:00 p.m. IST on January 9, 2015 (after 11:30 a.m. 

ET on January 9, 2015). A transcript of the conference call will be available at http://www.infosys.com. 
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OpenText to Report Second Quarter Fiscal Year 2015 Financial Results  

8 January 2015 

 

Open Text™ Corporation, today announced that financial results for its second quarter fiscal year 2015 

will be released on Tuesday, January 27, 2015 at approximately 4:00 p.m. ET.  

Teleconference Call  
Mark J. Barrenechea, OpenText CEO and John Doolittle, OpenText CFO will host a conference call on 

January 27, 2015 at 5:00 p.m. ET to discuss the company's financial results.  

Date:  Tuesday, January 27, 2015  

Time:  5:00 p.m. ET/2:00 p.m. PT  

Length:  60 minutes  

Where:  1-800-319-4610 (toll-free)  

+1-604-638-5340 (international)  

Investors should dial in approximately 10 minutes before the teleconference is scheduled to begin. A 

replay of the call will be available beginning January 27, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. ET through 11:59 p.m. on 

February 11, 2015 and can be accessed by dialing 1-800-319-6413 (toll-free) or +1-604-638-9010 

(international) and using passcode 1469 followed by the number sign. 

For more information or to listen to the call via web cast, please use the following link: 

http://investors.opentext.com/events.cfm . 
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Implementation Investments 

AVEVA Boosts Promer’s Project Quality and Efficiency 

7 January 2015 

 

AVEVA today announced that Promer Consultancy and Engineering Company has selected its 

Integrated Engineering & Design solutions for major engineering projects, with customers including 

Turkey’s largest oil & gas Owner Operator. In order to meet the requirements for increased project 

efficiency and higher quality deliverables, Promer will deploy the AVEVA solutions on greenfield 

http://www.infosys.com/
http://www.infosys.com/
file:///C:/Users/Jillian%20Hayes/Documents/Newsletter%202015/Daily/5January2015.docx%23Contents
http://globalmessaging1.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7886773&adr_order=280&url=aHR0cDovL2ludmVzdG9ycy5vcGVudGV4dC5jb20vZXZlbnRzLmNmbQ%3D%3D
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energy and mining projects. It will also utilise the out-of-the-box capabilities of AVEVA Everything3D 

to read LFM Software Limited’s laser scan datasets to reduce rework on brownfield oil & gas revamp 

projects. 

‘AVEVA provides powerful and efficient software that is tried and tested by many big names in our 

industry,’ said Altug Bayram, Promer. ‘We will achieve greater efficiency and save considerable man-

hours using fully integrated engineering and design products. We spend less time on project revisions 

during and after the design stage, saving considerable man-hours across projects and improving the 

accuracy of our deliverables. AVEVA’s technology is easy to use and they provide excellent technical 

support’. 

Evgeny Fedotov, Senior Vice-President, Global Head of EPC Sales, AVEVA adds, ‘Promer has told us 

how unique it is to find a complete set of applications across engineering disciplines that actually work 

together out-of-the-box from a single supplier. This is what AVEVA’s Integrated Engineering & Design 

solution is all about.  AVEVA’s Integrated Engineering & Design solution allows effective, scalable and 

flexible engineering and design across disciplines on projects of all sizes.  Critical information and 

evolving design changes are efficiently shared between disciplines and across individuals and teams as 

they happen.  This enables engineers, designers and project managers to progress work iteratively and 

quickly, secure in the knowledge that they are always working with the latest information from across 

the entire team.’ 
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Piaggio Adopts Zuken's E³.Series for Wire Harness Design 

7 January 2015 

 

Piaggio Group has adopted Zuken’s E³.series (http://www.zuken.com/en/products/electrical-wire-

harness-design/e3-series) to support increasing cabling complexity and volume and to enhance their 

electrical design efficiency and quality. E³.series is Zuken’s electrical CAD tool for electrical wiring, 

control systems and fluid engineering design. 

The Piaggio Group (http://www.piaggiogroup.com/), which owns several prestigious scooter and 

motorcycle brands including Piaggio, Vespa, Aprilia and Moto Guzzi, faced changing requirements to 

their electrical design process. Global expansion brought an increase in the number of product 

specifications for different markets, so they needed to streamline their design processes and reduce their 

time-to-market to accommodate the increased scale of operations. 

Luigi Baracchino, Piaggio Electrical Engineering Manager said, “We looked for a tool to give an end-to-

end design path from schematic capture to physical design. One of the reasons E³.series stood out is its 

inbuilt electrical intelligence. This will help us reduce rework and add digital prototyping into our 

engineering design process to satisfy challenging time-to-market and quality demands. Piaggio Group 

previously used a generic rather than wiring harness-dedicated 2D design tool for cabling design, but it 

was unable to meet stringent new cost effectiveness, global parts unification and time efficiency targets. 

We selected E³.series after benchmarking several CAD tools.” 

Baracchino explained that E³.series also fulfilled their requirement to be able to exchange data with their 

existing 3D CAD tools: a virtual digital mockup of the vehicle can be designed in advance, shortening 

the development time, reducing costs and, above all, increasing the overall product quality and 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zuken.com%2Fen%2Fproducts%2Felectrical-wire-harness-design%2Fe3-series&esheet=51014332&newsitemid=20150107005437&lan=en-US&anchor=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zuken.com%2Fen%2Fproducts%2Felectrical-wire-harness-design%2Fe3-series&index=1&md5=023f46466670e7147470d116374b8613
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zuken.com%2Fen%2Fproducts%2Felectrical-wire-harness-design%2Fe3-series&esheet=51014332&newsitemid=20150107005437&lan=en-US&anchor=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zuken.com%2Fen%2Fproducts%2Felectrical-wire-harness-design%2Fe3-series&index=1&md5=023f46466670e7147470d116374b8613
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.piaggiogroup.com%2F&esheet=51014332&newsitemid=20150107005437&lan=en-US&anchor=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.piaggiogroup.com%2F&index=2&md5=b13a859d6cdf739d73e0eaae54d94127
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reliability to a level not previously possible. 

The company is currently using E³.series at their engineering center in Pontedera, Italy, and they plan to 

roll out the software to other sites soon. 

The Piaggio Group plays a leading role in transportation history and its scooters have become 

synonymous worldwide with urban cool living, with a strong accent on innovative solutions. The 

Piaggio Mp3 was the first modern three-wheeled scooter, and the Mp3 Hybrid was the world’s first 

scooter with parallel hybrid drive and plug-in technology on its launch in 2010. 

Click here to return to Contents 

VISI: “Most Convincing Tool-Making Solution”  

8 January 2015 

 

A long-established Bavarian tool-maker says two things are essential for its success: it reinvents itself 

regularly, and industry focussed technology such as VISI software for sheet metal tool design and 

programming 4 and 5-axis CNC machines. 

Meindl-Köhle Umform- und Systemtechnik began making precision tools in 1928, diversifying into 

producing parts to complement the tool-making division in 1990. Working from a 59,000 square foot 

production facility in Landsberg, they focus on milled and highly complex sheet metal parts – some of 

which are sub-assembled – for a range of industries. The in-house tool-making department uses VISI to 

design, simulate and NC-program a combination of milling and wire EDM machines for the progressive 

and transfer dies.  

They operate a flexible machining system meaning there is no strict separation between contract or 

prototype manufacturing, fixture construction and tool making. Managing Director Heinz Kleber says: 

“As a successful provider to the automotive industry, you virtually have to reinvent yourself on a daily 

basis. Our clients appreciate our creativity and flexibility, while relying on our business continuity and 

the expert knowledge we’ve developed over decades.”  

He says the fact that they use VISI, from Vero Software, for everything from CAD to CAM, means they 

can offer everything under one roof – from prototype to serial production.  

Their core competencies in this area are milling, grinding and EDM, leading to them designing, 

manufacturing and assembling between 12 to 15 large progressive and transfer dies a year. Six Mazak 

machining centres with interchangeable pallet systems and a travel range of up to 1,250 mm in the X-

axis form the heart of their milling operation, with larger components, up to 3.5 metres, cut on a Mecof 

bed-type mill. 

Tool-making is mainly carried out on a 3-axis Hurco VMX42 with a vertical spindle, while a small 

Kunzmann mill is used in the training workshop. Three Fanuc-controlled wire EDMs and a die sinking 

machine form another vital part of the tool-making operation.  State-of-the-art presses, stamping and 

nibbling machines, plus robot-aided 3D laser welding complement the company’s array of tool-making 

machines. 

Heinz Kleber says the industry focus and VISI’s range of modules to meet all their needs, along with the 

service from VISI’s German supplier Mecadat, were the decisive factors in their decision to switch to 

VISI for their tool-making operation, showing it to be the most convincing solution. “We much prefer 

VISI’s process workflow and menu structure; the system works how our engineers think. VISI provides 

the complete range of functionality required for plastics and sheet metal processing, allowing us to 
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leverage the value of 3D design.”  

“The Advanced Modelling module includes a number of features that are extremely valuable for our 

industry, especially the option of compensating the spring-back characteristics of sheet metal parts in 

advance.” 

Even in preliminary meetings, client expectations are high, regarding for example, consistent 

dimensional tolerance of a part across an entire batch. “Using VISI to simulate components in advance 

allows us to commit to figures in design and quality meetings. It gives us confidence on whether 

something will work or not and allows us to provide technically sound information at that stage, which 

wouldn’t have been available in the past.”  

Along with the main VISI applications, VISI Blank is used during the quoting phase, which is primarily 

designed to calculate flat blank cutting sizes for stamping dies. Karl Sichinger, Head of Tool-Making, 

says: “The customer can usually provide a 3D CAD model which we import into VISI, and if time is of 

the essence we use VISI Blank to flatten it...processing it by FEM (Finite Element Method) to produce 

the blank contour and highlight any areas of concern such as wrinkling or areas where tearing may 

occur.”    

As soon as the order is confirmed, VISI Modelling is used to construct the model; then the VISI 

Progress application generates the 3D strip layout, extrapolates the bending stations and starts creating 

the die assembly. 

Once the design is finished, automatic GA drawings are created and passed to the tool-making 

department. The design team generates the NC toolpath data which is stored on the server where the 

programs are retrieved by the machine operators on the shopfloor. Meindl-Köhle has three CAM work 

stations equipped with VISI Machining 5-axis running on a network license which means VISI can be 

deployed flexibly at any location across the company. 

Heinz Kleber says: “VISI means we can provide everything under one roof, from prototype to serial 

production. We always try to ensure we’re consulted at the earliest possible stage of a project so we can 

bring our manufacturing expertise to bear on the design of the parts and assembly. Due to the sheet-

metal features offered by VISI Progress and Advanced Modelling, combined with the CAM workflow 

integration means we’ve significantly improved our ability to respond flexibly and quickly to customer 

requests.”  
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Product News 
 

3D Systems Releases TouchTM Haptic 3D Stylus with SDK for Digital Design and Virtual Gaming 

5 January 2015 

 

3D Systems announced today the immediate availability of its Touch
TM

 haptic 3D stylus along with 

an OpenHaptics Software Developer Kit (SDK) for digital design and virtual gaming. Priced at $599, 

Touch comes with Cubify
®

 Sculpt™, a powerful virtual sculpting software tool that transforms 3D 

http://3dsystems.com/
http://www.cubify.com/touch
http://events.3dsystems.com/openhaptics-toolkit/
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modeling from a complex, skills-centric design experience to a simple, experiential sculpting delight for 

artists, students, designers and hobbyists. Developers can register to use the Touch SDK on 3DS’ 

new Developer’s Portal. 

“We are absolutely thrilled to introduce our new Touch
TM

 haptic 3D stylus, a powerful and affordable 

perceptual tool for the benefit of all gamers, artist and designers,” said Peter Theran, Vice President 

Global Consumer Products, 3DS. 

The Touch will be showcased at International CES 2015 with a virtual reality demo game called 

HapStack
TM

. Developed by the Art School of Glasgow, Digital Design Studio, using the OpenHaptics 

Software Development Kit (SDK), HapStack uses both the Oculus Rift VR headset and the Touch haptic 

stylus to send a player on an immersive journey to Mars. HapStack is available as a free download 

from Cubify with the purchase of the Touch. 

CES attendees are invited to participate in a live competition of the HapStack game at the 3DS booth 

located at the Sands Expo, booth 72225. Top scorers will win a Sense
TM

 3D scanner each day at the 

event. 

To encourage application development with the OpenHaptics SDK, 3DS has partnered with TopCoder 

to launch a challenge series for Touch apps in virtual gaming, education, art and digital design for 

jewelry, medical and more. The TopCoder challenge series will center on the convergence of haptics, 

virtual reality and 3D printing to create a digital thread that opens up new worlds of human-machine 

interaction. Developers interested in participating in this TopCoder challenge series can register using 

the 3DS Developer’s Portal. 

"3D printing, virtual reality and haptics are three new technologies that are having a profound impact on 

our personal and professional lives," said Narinder Singh, President of Topcoder. "Topcoder is excited 

to help 3D Systems democratize digital design and application development by leveraging our global 

crowdsourcing community to generate creative ideas and quickly connect to the right talent." 

Those who are not attending CES 2015 can join 3DS’ President and CEO, Avi Reichental, for a 

broadcast of 3DS’ extensive showing at CES 2015 by visiting www.3dsystems.com/ces and clicking on 

the link to view the broadcast starting at 4:00 PM EST on Tuesday, January 6, 2015. For more details on 

3DS’ 3D printed lifestyle consumer showcase at CES 2015, please visit www.3dsystems.com/ces.    
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BETA CAE Systems S.A. Announces the Release of ANSA & µETA v15.2.1 

23 December 2014 

 

BETA CAE System S.A. announces the release of v15.2.1 of ANSA / μETA pre- and post- processing 

suite. This maintenance release focuses on the correction of identified issues but important 

enhancements were also incorporated into it. 

Understanding the Software Release Schedule 

The plan 

BETA CAE Systems is committed in delivering improved and enhanced software releases, the soonest 

possible, in order to meet the requirement of their customers for the continuous improvement of their 

http://events.3dsystems.com/openhaptics-toolkit/
http://www.cubify.com/
http://www.cubify.com/sense
http://www.topcoder.com/
http://touch.topcoder.com/
http://www.3dsystems.com/ces
http://www.3dsystems.com/ces
file:///C:/Users/Jillian%20Hayes/Documents/Newsletter%202015/Daily/5January2015.docx%23Contents
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experience and work. Therefore, they are working in releasing new software versions with code 

corrections, new software features and enhancements, in regular, frequent intervals. 

 A major software version is released every year. 

 First point releases, such as v15.1.0, v15.2.0 and so on, with code corrections but also with 

additional software features and enhancements are released every three months. 

 Second point releases, such as v15.2.1, v15.2.2, v15.2.3 mainly with code corrections only upon 

their parent first point release, are scheduled on a monthly basis. 

Each software release is accompanied by a detailed description of the introduced corrections and/or 

additions so that our customers can decide whether it is critical to implement this release in their 

environment. 

This release 

This release of v15.2.1 implements enhancements and code corrections on v15.2.0. 

To view an unabridged version of this release, visit: http://www.beta-

cae.gr/news/20141223_announcement_ansa_meta_v15.2.1.htm  
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Delcam CRISPIN’s ShoeMaker Pro 2015 Gives Faster Footwear Design 

7 January 2015 

 

Delcam CRISPIN has launched the 2015 release of its ShoeMaker Pro CAD software for the design of 

all types of footwear.  The new version incorporates improvements to the last import wizard, the 

introduction of style-line templates to speed up the creation of classic shoe designs, more flexibility in 

the modelling of heels, and the ability to create tuned flattening-parameter files based on existing lasts 

and production flattenings. 

For further details on the new release, please go to http://lz.delcam-crispin.com.  

ShoeMaker Pro is the only CAD program for the footwear industry that integrates fully 3D designs of 

lasts, uppers and soles, so allowing the complete CAD model of the shoe to be developed and visualised 

in a single system.  This integrated approach benefits all footwear designers, but is particularly 

advantageous for companies making sports shoes and other designs that include complex soles. 

In ShoeMaker Pro 2015, the last import wizard has been improved to give more efficient import of last 

designs.  Once the design has been imported, key points on the last can be identified, such as the heel-

top point, the heel-bottom point and the toe point.  Nodes on the top curve, feather curve, centre curve 

and heel curve can be edited, if required. 

For companies using lasts from their existing ranges, the last filter makes it quicker and easier to select 

the required last from the last library.  Upper and lower values required for different properties can be 

added into a filter dialog to find lasts that meet the desired criteria.  

Another new tool in the 2015 release allows ShoeMaker Pro to analyse flattenings that have been 

created outside the software and then use the findings to create a flattening parameter file.  To create the 

file, a series of lasts and patterns need to be imported into ShoeMaker Pro, with each linked set given the 

same name.  A degree of difference can be specified to control how close to the existing flattening the 

http://www.beta-cae.gr/news/20141223_announcement_ansa_meta_v15.2.1.htm
http://www.beta-cae.gr/news/20141223_announcement_ansa_meta_v15.2.1.htm
file:///C:/Users/Jillian%20Hayes/Documents/Newsletter%202015/Daily/5January2015.docx%23Contents
http://lz.delcam-crispin.com/
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results from the new flattening parameter file need to be.  Once created, the new file can be used for any 

future flattening operations. 

The addition of style-line templates to ShoeMaker Pro will speed up the generation of classic 

designs.  Style lines from templates representing six different popular styles can be added to either or 

both the inside or outside of the last.  Once added, the lines can be edited to create a new design or used 

directly to produce panels. 

In a related development, three new options have been added for the creation of style lines based on 

standard geometric shapes.  Circles, rectangles and polygons can be placed directly onto the 3D surface 

of the last, making it easier to create panels from these shapes. 

Designs in ShoeMaker Pro can be made more realistic with the new ability to add ‘bump mapping’ 

effects to materials.  A range of alternative textures are supplied with the software that can be dragged 

and dropped onto the material.  

In another enhancement, a new option for padding called flat-top padding has been added.  

Two improvements have been made to the punching ability in ShoeMaker Pro.  Firstly, it is now 

possible to fill an area with a grid of punches using the new pattern-of-punches tool.  Secondly, a series 

of punches of varying sizes can be created along a line by specifying scale increments. 

A series of accessories of different sizes can be produced along a line in a similar way.  In addition, it 

has been made easier to create custom accessories and add them to the library that is supplied with the 

software. 

Finally, heel design has been made more flexible with a new option allowing one of various top-piece 

shapes to be chosen.  Once the basic shape has been selected it can be edited using either a series of 

sliding bars or by inputting exact dimensions to give the required heel shape.  
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Delcam Launches 2015 Release of DentMILL Dental Milling Software 

6 January 2015 

 

Delcam has launched the 2015 release of its DentMILL software for the milling of dental implant 

restorations with a series of enhancements to save time and reduce the chance of programming 

errors.   This latest version provides a new mechanism for identifying and creating machining features 

from imported CAD data, an improved interface for the library manager and the ability to provide 3D 

previews of imported parts.  It also benefits from the latest enhancements in Delcam’s PowerMILL 

CAM system on which it is based. 

DentMILL is an open dental CAM solution, which can mill all types of restoration, including crowns, 

bridges and implants, from all major dental CAD systems on the market.  It includes advanced strategies 

to mill restorations in any material from PMMA to titanium both quickly and accurately in clinics, 

laboratories or milling centres.  The system uses dental imagery and terminology, making it easy for 

dental technicians to use even if they have limited experience of machining. 

Milling templates are supplied with the software covering a wide range of materials, including titanium, 

cobalt-chrome and glass ceramics.  These allow highly-tailored automated generation of toolpaths.  Of 

course, users can also develop their own templates for any additional materials that they machine. 
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The new method for identifying features within imported CAD models will speed up the programming 

of implant interfaces, bar attachments or any other special geometry on a restoration or dental bar.  It has 

been made easier to position workplanes to fix the orientation of the restoration, to identify prismatic 

geometry within the implant, such as cylinders or cones, and then to generate milling or drilling routines 

from the appropriate template. 

The library manager within DentMILL allows users to develop and edit libraries of material stock, 

fixtures and NC machines.  These libraries form part of the stock-management system that allows the 

user to only select sizes of material block that are currently in stock and that are suitable for the 

specified machine fixture, so saving time and eliminating possible errors.  The new interface makes it 

easier to add extra items, such as a partly-used block of material or a new piece of equipment, to the 

library. 
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Edgecam Workflow in 2015 R1  

7 January 2015 

 

The swift evolution of Edgecam Workflow is highlighted with over 50 new and enhanced aspects of 

functionality in the latest release. 

Waveform turning, multiple machining sequence support, ribbon bar and interface updates, and the 

inclusion of Wire EDM mean that Edgecam 2015 R1, from Vero Software, continues to be a game 

changer in ensuring UK manufacturers can compete in a global economy. 

Vero’s Strategic Product Director, Raf Lobato, says having developed waveform roughing for milling 

during the last two years, the new version of Edgecam also makes it available for turning strategies.  

And manufacturers say that will be particularly valuable in driving down costs.  Rob Duncan, from 

Linkham Scientific Instruments says: “We invested in a new mill-turn machine early in 2014, which is 

reducing cycle times. But using Edgecam’s new Waveform toolpath generation for turning, will make an 

even bigger difference. 

“We see Edgecam as a vital tool...we look at the latest enhancements and use them to get the very best 

from our considerable machine tool investment.”   

Rough Waveform Turning: Based on the successful milling waveform technology, Edgecam 2015 R1 

introduces a brand new turning cycle, Rough Waveform Turning. The toolpath maintains a constant 

cutting load, enabling significantly faster cutting data, and prolonging tool life. Similar to other turning 

commands, the cycle is sensitive to the stock condition, eliminating ‘fresh-air cuts.’ 

Multiple Setup Support:  The new release introduces further Workflow enhancements by supporting 

multiple setups in both the turning and milling environments.  This means both the component and stock 

and fixtures can be passed to subsequent new, machining sequences. “This enhancement promotes the 

use of one single CAM file to house multiple machining setups, ensuring the stock remains associative 

between setups is a massive improvement,” says Raf Lobato. 

Themes – Ribbon Bar Customisation: The default ribbon bar can be customised and saved as a 

‘Theme.’ Themes can be exported to other Edgecam installations and deployed across networks. Users 

can personalise their individual theme with frequently used commands, even adding custom macros. 
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Edgecam Workflow Solids (EWS):  Numerous new commands have been added to the internal solid 

modelling software. DXF and DWG files can now be imported to accelerate the design process. And 

both internal and external threads can now be created in EWS. An array of time-saving commands have 

been introduced, such as Copy/Move procedures and the ability to create circular workplanes.  

Wire EDM: The Wire EDM product is now available in the Workflow environment, and Edgecam 2015 

R1 offers full machine simulation, including stock and cross-section display.  

Turning on Milling Machines:  A new machine tool configuration has been introduced, making it 

possible to turn on a milling machining centre. As well as accurate code output, full machine tool 

graphics are available for toolpath simulation. 

Picking 3D Faces: The Parallel Lace, Constant Cusp, Rest Finishing and Pencil Mill Cycles have all 

been enhanced to allow ‘direct picking,’ meaning that individual faces or surfaces can be selected and 

without the need for creating boundaries the entire model will be protected against.  Raf Lobato says 

“The reduction in the need to create boundaries is one of our primary drivers in making Edgecam 

quicker and easier to use.”  

New Engraving Cycle:  The new machining command ‘Engraving Cycle, allows complex geometry 

corners to be shaped, and artwork profiles to be machined. Using direct picking, the cycle works with a 

variety of entities, and offers four different types of strategies.   

Ordering of Profiling and Roughing: An Optimise Path function has been added to both the roughing 

and profiling cycles, giving greater control over the toolpath. Specifically, users can save on wasted 

toolpath movements by dictating the order in which regions are machined. 

Raf Lobato says: “With the multiple setup support, waveform for turning, engraving, direct picking of 

surfaces and Wire EDM, there’s something for everyone in Edgecam 2015 R1.”  
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FARO® Launches Innovative, User-Friendly Handheld 3D Laser Scanner to Meet Growing Demand 

for Portable Scanning 

8 January 2015 

 

FARO Technologies, Inc. announces the release of the new FARO Freestyle
3D 

Handheld Laser Scanner, 

an easy, intuitive device for use in Architecture, Engineering and Construction (AEC), Law 

Enforcement, and other industries. 

The FARO Freestyle
3D

 is equipped with a Microsoft Surface™ tablet and offers unprecedented real-time 

visualization by allowing the user to view point cloud data as it is captured. The Freestyle
3D

 scans to a 

distance of up to three (3) meters and captures up to 88K points per second with accuracy better than 

1.5mm.  The patent-pending, self-compensating optical system also allows users to start scanning 

immediately with no warm up time required. 

“The Freestyle
3D

 is the latest addition to the FARO 3D laser scanning portfolio and represents another 

step on our journey to democratize 3D scanning,” stated Jay Freeland, FARO’s President and 

CEO.  “Following the successful adoption of our Focus scanners for long-range scanning, we’ve 

developed a scanner that provides customers with the same intuitive feel and ease-of-use in a handheld 

device.” 
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The portability of Freestyle
3D

 enables users to maneuver and scan in tight and hard-to-reach areas such 

as car interiors, under tables and behind objects making it ideal for crime scene data collection or 

architectural preservation and restoration activities.  Memory-scan technology enables Freestyle
3D

 users 

to pause scanning at any time and then resume data collection where they left off without the use of 

artificial targets. 

Mr. Freeland added, “FARO’s customers continue to stress the importance of work-flow simplicity, 

portability, and affordability as key drivers to their continued use and adoption of 3D laser 

scanning.  We have responded by developing an easy-to-use, industrial grade, handheld laser scanning 

device that weighs less than 2 lbs.” 

The Freestyle
3D

 can be employed as a standalone device to scan areas of interest, or used in concert with 

FARO’s Focus X 130 / X 330 scanners.  Point cloud data from all of these devices can be seamlessly 

integrated and shared with all of FARO’s software visualization tools including FARO SCENE, 

WebShare Cloud, and FARO CAD Zone packages. 
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Innovyze Retires InfoWorks SD in Favor of More Powerful Next-Generation InfoWorks ICM 

Collection Systems Modeling Software 

30 December 2014 

 

Innovyze announced it has retired its InfoWorks SD software, which is being succeeded by the more 

powerful, next-generation InfoWorks ICM. Current users may continue to use and receive support 

for InfoWorks SD until December 30, 2015. 

Since its initial release in 2010 (three years after the introduction of InfoWorks SD), InfoWorks ICM has 

rapidly become the solution of choice for collection systems modeling by utilities, municipalities, local 

authorities cities, stormwater agencies, and their engineering consultants around the world. A fully-

dynamic collection system modeling solution, InfoWorks ICM uses a fast, accurate and unconditionally 

stable implicit numerical solution scheme — delivering a high degree of confidence in simulation 

results. It can be effectively used to model any complex sanitary, storm and combined sewer system, 

offering complete hydrology, hydraulic and water quality simulation and sophisticated real-time control 

(RTC) modeling capabilities. A significantly more powerful version of InfoWorks SD, InfoWorks 

ICM automates many user-intensive operations, helping engineers minimize time spent creating, 

calibrating and simulating reliable storm sewer models and analyzing results. 

A hallmark of InfoWorks ICM (Integrated Catchment Modeling) is its dynamic integration of one-

dimensional (1D) hydrodynamic simulation of flows in rivers, open channels and pipe networks and 

two-dimensional (2D) hydrodynamic simulation of surface flooding in the urban environment and river 

floodplain. The combination, achieved through a coupling of 1D and 2D flow equations, provides a 

powerful solution for simultaneously modeling belowground and aboveground elements of catchments 

to accurately represent all flow paths and improve understanding of processes occurring in the holistic 

environment. The software also takes interactions of natural and man-made environments into account, 

and effectively simulates the impact of polluting runoff and effluent from urban areas on water quality.  

“Innovyze is committed to providing the best possible products and quality support for its users,” said 

Mohamed Abdillahi, UK Director of Product Development. “InfoWorks ICM is by far the best collection 
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systems modeling software we’ve ever developed for the workgroup management platform. Our product 

philosophy is quite simply to make bold intellectual investments in superior technologies and to 

consistently adapt to our customers’ changing needs. Only in this way can we continue to best serve our 

customers and society for the greater good.” 

Commented J. Erick Heath, P.E., Vice President and Americas Business Director, “Innovyze has a rich 

history of introducing the most powerful and comprehensive dynamic sewer modeling software to the 

global wastewater and stormwater community, and InfoWorks ICM is the crowning achievement in that 

long series. Starting with WASSP in 1983 and continuing with Wallrus (1989), SPIDA (1991), 

HydroWorks (1994), InfoWorks CS (1998), InfoWorks SD (2007), to InfoWorks ICM (2010). We are 

committed to maintaining the momentum of these cutting edge technology introductions to help our 

customers meet the evolving challenges of the future. It is all about making Innovyze not only the best 

in the industry but the best for the industry.” 

InfoWorks SD was developed as a special version of InfoWorks CS for storm sewer systems modeling. It 

did not include sanitary flow modeling but featured powerful 2D surface flow modeling capability as an 

option. Current InfoWorks SD users will greatly benefit from an improved interface and enhanced 

visualization and reporting tools (e.g., undo/redo, recycle bin, no admin program, customized property 

sheet, dockable Windows and themes). Other significant advantages include substantially faster 

simulation run times with full 64 bit multi-core processing support; additional important modeling and 

simulation capabilities; an enhanced database; version control and complete scenario management; 

multivariable themes and mapping; and stunning graphics. These advanced capabilities make it easier 

for users to set up, visualize and manage simulations and arrive at fast, reliable solutions to support cost-

effective storm sewer systems design, operation and management. 

“Civil engineers around the world rely on Innovyze’s best-in-class network modeling solutions to 

optimize their collection systems and better serve their customers,” said Paul F. Boulos, Ph.D., BCEEM, 

NAE, Hon.D.WRE, Dist.D.NE, F.ASCE, President, COO and Chief Technical Officer of Innovyze. 

“InfoWorks ICM represents a quantum leap in the art and science of sewer systems modeling. Users 

of InfoWorks SD can now fully leverage the increased power, flexibility, usability and cutting-edge 

feature set of InfoWorks ICM, along with groundbreaking gains in speed, to easily generate optimized 

solutions as quickly as possible. This is the next generation of InfoWorks SD — one that empowers 

engineers worldwide with unprecedented levels of sewer system modeling and simulation flexibility.” 
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Kalypso Launches Managed Services for Product Lifecycle Management 

6 January 2015 

 

Kalypso announces PLM Pulse, the firm’s managed services for product lifecycle management (PLM) 

system support, administration and maintenance. 

As the PLM market evolves and matures, more organizations are in need of specialized PLM technology 

support to ensure optimal system performance. Companies are finding it is often more cost effective and 

operationally beneficial to outsource this function than developing this capacity internally. 

“Our objective is to help organizations deliver real business value and sustainable results from PLM,” 

said Trey Allen, partner at Kalypso. “With PLM Pulse, our clients can get the PLM solution support 

file:///C:/Users/Jillian%20Hayes/Documents/Newsletter%202015/Daily/5January2015.docx%23Contents
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they need from our business and technical experts. This frees up their internal resources to focus on 

more valuable innovation activities instead.” 

PLM Pulse provides user administration, configuration changes, on-call issue resolution, proactive 

system monitoring, environment strategy, installation and maintenance, and backup and recovery for 

leading PLM applications. Business process and direct user support services are also available. 

While designed to deliver the typical benefits companies expect from managed services such as 

increased system stability and lowered support costs, the focus of PLM Pulse is on helping organizations 

to continuously adapt their PLM solution to fit changing business conditions and priorities.  

“For over 10 years we have partnered with clients through all phases of the PLM implementation 

process to maximize the value of their investment,” said Richard Mizuno, partner at Kalypso. “With 

PLM Pulse we can now provide post-implementation support as their trusted partner that has worked 

alongside them throughout their PLM journey.” 

PLM Pulse supports companies in industries including consumer goods, retail, life sciences, high 

technology, industrial manufacturing and healthcare. 
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Luxion Releases KeyShot Enterprise Edition with Integration for Siemens NX 

6 January 2015  

 

Luxion announced the release of  KeyShot Enterprise Edition, a complete software solution that 

combines all KeyShot features and add-ons including KeyShot Animation, KeyShotVR, Network 

Rendering and Siemens NX integration. 

KeyShot is used for the creation of visuals in large companies and Fortune 1000 product manufacturers 

across many industries. KeyShot Enterprise Edition meets the need for users of high-end 3D modeling 

software who require both KeyShot integration and the complete suite of KeyShot products. KeyShot 

Enterprise Edition is the single product option that meets this need with a solution to enhance the 3D 

visual workflow for users of specific 3D software. 

KeyShot Enterprise Edition includes the following product options: 

KeyShot Pro Floating – KeyShot Pro Floating is the full-feature, floating license version of KeyShot. 

Features include unlimited realtime and output resolution, KeyShot HDRI Editor, View and Scene sets, 

Render layers and passes, NURBS import, OBJ and ZPR export and more with FlexLM license server 

management. 

KeyShot Animation – KeyShot Animation uses Luxion’s Animation technology for creating 

animations quickly through the use of individual animations applied directly to any part or camera. 

Users can work on a scene, as the animation plays, changing materials, lighting or camera views to see it 

update instantly in real time. 

KeyShotVR – KeyShotVR brings the advantage of interactive 3D-enabled viewing via desktop, laptop 

or mobile device to websites, portfolios, presentations and design reviews. KeyShotVR guides the user 

through creation and automatically generates all content for integration into any HTML5 compliant 

website for a completely touch-enabled experience. 

KeyShot Network Rendering (32 Cores) –  KeyShot Network Rendering allows you to take advantage 

http://kalypsonians.com/richard-mizuno
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of your network’s computer resources for rendering images, animations, and KeyShotVR’s. With 

master/slave system, user/queue management and scalable options the time it takes to create renderings 

and animations is greatly reduced. 

NX software plugin – Luxion develops KeyShot to import the widest array of 3D file formats in the 

industry. With this plugin, users gain additional features in the transfer of data from the software to 

KeyShot while keeping the software independent of each other.  Users of Siemens NX 8.5 and 9 are able 

to import their models directly into KeyShot from NX with the transfer of all assembly structure, color 

information and camera views. A streamlined workflow is maintained across the interfaces with the 

option to send any changes made to the NX model to KeyShot through Luxion’s LiveLinking™ 

technology, without the need to re-apply materials or redo animations. 
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nPower Software Releases Power Surfacing 2.0 for SolidWorks® 

6 January 2015 

 

nPower Software announces the 2.0 release of its Power Surfacing product. Power Surfacing is an award 

winning industrial design plugin product for SolidWorks® 3D design software that significantly 

improves the design process for modeling organic, free form surfaces in SolidWorks®. 

Power Surfacing 2.0, with support for SolidWorks® 2015, builds on the successful 1.0 version of Power 

Surfacing. Power Surfacing 2.0 greatly improves the ability to integrate organic / free form design with 

mechnical / functional design. Power Surfacing integrates Subdivision Surface (Sub-D) modeling (with 

powerful free form surface modeling) into the SolidWorks® product; the integration of Power 

Surfacing's Sub-D modeling tools has empowered SolidWorks® customers with tools to design free 

form, aesthetically pleasing "Class A" surfaces quickly and easily, improving product design and work 

flow. The 2.0 version of Power Surfacing enhances the ability to integrate Sub-D design with typical 

NURBS models. Power Surfacing now supports parametric Sub-D design, tangential connectivity to 

SolidWorks® surfaces and solids, constraints to connect to SolidWorks® geometry, level of detail 

editing, and curvature analysis / display tools to facilitate optimal surface smoothness. Once converted 

into a native SolidWorks® part, Power Surfacing Sub-D models are treated just as if they had been 

created with traditional SolidWorks® tools. Thus SolidWorks® features like Booleans, fillets, shells, 

etc. can be applied to the Power Surfacing bodies. Design changes are a breeze with Power Surfacing. 

After applying SolidWorks® features, Power Surfacing users can go back to the original Sub-D form 

and modify the surface shape and downstream SolidWorks® features will be reapplied. 

Power Surfacing 2.0 includes the following new features (see video of new features): 

 Constraints (see video) 

 Tangential connectivity to NURBS surfaces / solids 

 Parametric (dimension driven) Sub-D (see video) 

 Curvature display / analysis 

 Level of detail editing 

 Selection grouping 

http://www.npowersoftware.com/PowerSurfacingSWoverview.html
http://cadinsider.typepad.com/my_weblog/2014/02/npower-makes-solidworks-a-surfacing-monster.html
http://cadinsider.typepad.com/my_weblog/2014/02/npower-makes-solidworks-a-surfacing-monster.html
http://www.npowersoftware.com/PowerSurfacingSWoverview.html
http://www.screencast.com/t/Y9RhZB0NO3v1
http://www.screencast.com/t/Y9RhZB0NO3v1
http://www.screencast.com/t/9erpqua2K
http://www.screencast.com/t/0zc2y7ZtF
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 SolidWorks® 2015 support 

Constraints - user can constrain Power Surfacing points, edges and faces to SolidWorks geometry. 

Tangential Connectivity - user can (by default) establish connections to SolidWorks surfaces with G1 

(tangent) continuity. 

Parametric Sub-Ds - using constraints (to planes and other geometry), dimension driven Sub-Ds can be 

created and parametrically modified. 

Curvature Display - presents the user with a graphical (color coded) represenation of the model, 

highlighting areas of high curvature. 

Level of Detail - user can locally edit the model at different levels of detail so that detail can be added to 

specific / local areas without affecting the rest of the model 

Selection Groups - provides intelligent selection grouping for greater organization and productivity. 

Power Surfacing unites the diverse modeling paradigms of Sub-D (Subdivision Surface) modeling and 

CAD (NURBS-based) modeling. Neither Sub-D modeling nor NURBS modeling can effectively solve 

all 3-D design problems. Each has strengths and weaknesses. Sub-D modeling is great at producing and 

modifying complex freeform / organic shapes with smooth surfaces. NURBS modeling is good at 

combining shapes via. Boolean and Feature operations as well as refining shapes with operations like 

filleting, blending and face editing. They see Power Surfacing as a novel and powerful unification piece 

between these two technologies. Being able to use both modeling paradigms together in the modeling 

process provides huge productivity advantages in both the design and revision process. Power Surfacing 

free form design combined with SolidWorks® parametric design provides SolidWorks® users with a 

ground breaking Industrial Design toolkit. Power Surfacing 2.0 dramatically improves the integration 

between these two important design paradigms; now design combinations with these technologies is 

almost without limits. 

Power Surfacing is an excellent bridge between Sub-D modeling products like modo® and 

SolidWorks®. Power Surfacing can quickly and accurately convert virtually any Sub-D model (even 

Sub-D models that have some triangles) into the precise NURBS representation that is standard for 

SolidWorks® parts. Power Surfacing creates high quality surfaces, which accurately interpolate the 

vertices of the original Sub-D mesh. 
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OPEN MIND Presents the 2014.2 Version of its hyperMILL CAM/CAD Suite 

8 January 2015 

 

hyperMILL® 2014.2 is the latest release of the high-end CAM software from OPEN MIND 

Technologies AG. In addition to a number of new functions, there are also many enhancements to 

existing functions. 

OPEN MIND is one of the five leading CAM manufacturers in the world and hyperMILL
®

 is one of the 

best CAM systems on the market, according to the NC Market Analysis Report 2014 compiled by 

CIMdata, a market research company. OPEN MIND is releasing the second version this year in order to 

live up to expectations to offer users one of the most innovative CAM solutions. In addition to a key 

extension for solid modelling in hyperCAD
®
-S, the CAD part of the system, hyperMILL

®
 2014.2 

http://www.screencast.com/t/9erpqua2K
http://www.screencast.com/t/0zc2y7ZtF
http://www.npowersoftware.com/PowerSurfacingSWoverview.html
http://www.npowersoftware.com/PowerSurfacingSWoverview.html
http://www.npowersoftware.com/PowerSurfacingSWoverview.html
http://www.npowersoftware.com/PowerSurfacingSWoverview.html
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features a range of improvements for CAD programmers and machining.  

3D shape Z-level finishing 

When it comes to Z-level finishing, CAD systems usually simply follow the X and Y coordinates. If the 

bottom surface is curved, the milling result is not optimal and it is necessary to perform a number of 

rework machining steps. A new function for 3D shape Z-level finishing makes it possible to reference 

curved bottom surfaces, after which the milling paths are aligned. As a result, the milling tool nestles 

optimally along the boundary edge between the bottom and the wall. All intermediate levels are offsets 

of the bottom plane.  

The OPEN MIND soft bounding concept is also integrated into this new function. This ensures that the 

boundaries to adjacent surfaces are calculated more precisely and that sharp outer edges are machined 

more smoothly. User benefits include an optimised finish and reduced programming and machining 

times.  

3D rest material machining 

The open, deep, steep and flat areas of cavities can be machined in one job with collision avoidance. The 

rest material areas that are recognised during the collision avoidance are transferred automatically to the 

subsequent job. To this end, optimal tool selection and positioning once again take place. For example, a 

longer tool or modified position. This process is repeated until the required contour is achieved. Work 

here has been greatly simplified for CAM programmers. 

hyperMAXX
®
 improvements 

hyperMAXX
®
, the high-performance cutting (HPC) module for hyperMILL

®
, was also supplemented in 

some places. This includes plunging the milling tool into the material at pre-drilled holes. This saves 

‘ramping-in’ of the milling tool at the start of machining. The greatest advantage of this method is that it 

protects tools, particularly in materials that are difficult to cut. The machining process is also collision-

checked. Furthermore, it is now possible to select a zigzag mode in hyperMAXX
®
. This mode is 

particularly suited to machining large workpieces, as it prevents time-consuming repositioning 

movements, thereby significantly shortening machining times. 

2D plunge milling 

2D plunge milling is another new feature. Here, material is removed solely by plunging a milling tool. 

The new cycle is suitable for both roughing and finishing. The advantage here once again lies in the fast 

machining and particular suitability for materials that are difficult to cut. 
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Striker Systems Introduces STRIKER CAD/CAM 2015 

7 January 2015 

 

Striker Systems is pleased to announce Release 2015 of its flagship STRIKER CAD/CAM & Nesting 

Software. 

The focus of STRIKER 2015 is further automation of processes that often require CNC programmer 

intervention.  For punching applications this includes more intelligent recognition of part features that 

require special tool operations, more comprehensive tool-path optimization during automated nesting 

processes, and advancements in automatic tool loading and re-punching of parts to accommodate 
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movement between different tool setups.   

Advancements in profile cutting applications include fully automatic placement and laser etching of part 

numbers and other relevant data, improved tool-path optimization algorithms, and an all new interface to 

quickly modify tool-path parameters assigned to individual parts or across nested layouts.  

Additional STRIKER 2015 enhancements include further improvements to the PARTshare interface for 

SolidWorks®, Solid Edge®, and Autodesk® Inventor, and overall interface advancements to streamline 

programming processes.  “Our goal with each new release is to take our customers another step closer to 

total automation of their programming processes”, states Michael Boggs, Striker Systems VP of Sales.  

“Release 2015 is another important step toward that goal.” 
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Tecplot 360 EX 2015 Release 1 Now Available 

6 January 2015 

 

Tecplot, Inc. announced that Tecplot 360 EX 2015 Release 1 is now available for general use. 

Highlights of this release include: 

 Conditional expressions in equations using IF() statements. 

 Triangulation and advanced streamtrace seeding (by customer request). 

 Arbitrary slice improvements to adjust the orientation of arbitrary slices. 

 Improved options for appending data, drag-and-drop, and file dialog performance, especially on 

networks. 

This short video demonstrates writing conditional expressions using the IF() function. Product manager, 

Durrell Rittenberg explains, “This video uses a 2D wind turbine and one time step, but it would apply to 

any data you might process in Tecplot 360.” 
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Voxel8 Launches 3D Electronics Printer; Partners with Autodesk 

5 January 2015 

 

Voxel8 announced pre-order availability of its initial product – the Voxel8 Developer’s Kit – on its 

website, www.voxel8.co. Voxel8 also announced its partnership with Autodesk to develop a new design 

tool called Project Wire for creating 3D electronic devices printed on Voxel8’s platform. Together, 

Voxel8 and Autodesk are enabling designers and engineers to create three-dimensional parts with 

embedded circuitry for the first time. 

The Voxel8 Developer’s Kit will include the desktop 3D electronics printer, conductive ink cartridges, 

PLA filament, modeling software and software support. Voxel8’s desktop 3D electronics printer features 

dual material capabilities by combining a Fused Filament Fabrication (FFF) printhead with a conductive 

silver ink printhead. A limited release of the Developer’s Kit will be shipped in late 2015. 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.voxel8.co&esheet=51011444&newsitemid=20150105005107&lan=en-US&anchor=www.voxel8.co&index=1&md5=7f5a72be2e5f2a8ff9717fd78a0a899b
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To strengthen this effort, Voxel8 is collaborating with Autodesk on Project Wire, a Spark powered 

design tool for 3D printed electronics. Project Wire is a new design tool under active development at 

Autodesk that provides electronics and 3D printing enthusiasts with the ability to place components and 

route 3D wires. 

“We are excited to work with companies like Voxel8, because they are really pushing the boundaries of 

what 3D printing is capable of, and by incorporating conductive inks directly into 3D printing process, 

we can start to create things that have function after they are printed,” said Jeff Kowalski, CTO of 

Autodesk. 

"Voxel8 is leveraging over a decade of research, which has led to 17 patents (10 issued) on functional 

materials, printheads, and other processes for 3D printing, from my lab,” said Dr. Jennifer A. Lewis, 

Voxel8 Founder and Wyss Professor of Biologically Inspired Engineering at Harvard University. “Our 

work provides the foundation for Voxel8’s effort to revolutionize multi-material 3D printing. To realize 

our vision, we have recruited a multi-disciplinary team with expertise in the advanced materials, 

precision hardware, intelligent software and design.” 

Voxel8 will be at the 2015 International CES in Las Vegas, booth 71726 in the Sands Exposition Hall 

from January 6-9, 2015. 
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ZW3D 2015 Beta Release: Upgraded Tools to Ease Design & Machining Tasks 

6 January 2015 

 

ZW3D today announced the availability of ZW3D 2015 Beta, delivering new features and numerous 

enhancements to minimize overheads and maximize productivity in the design and manufacturing 

process. 

Empowering More Flexible 3D Modeling with Customer-driven Developments 

Enhancements of ZW3D 2015 Beta cover every aspect of ZW3D’s CAD functions, such as the newly-

developed "Auto File Recovery" to restore unsaved modifications from unexpected crashes, the updated 

file translator to boost healing on imported models by up to 40%, the new interference checking to 

empower assembly modeling and many more developed modeling tools to provide a flexible and 

interactive design environment. These customer-driven optimizations of ZW3D CAD aim to make 

everyday design tasks easier and help users develop marketable products with a lower budget and 

shorter lead time. 

Boosting CNC Machining Speed with User-friendly Advancements 

As for CAM module, ZW3D 2015 Beta provides new and enhanced tools that can greatly increase 

product quality and manufacturing consistency with saved programming time. Roughing is a good 

proof. With better region detection, it is more stable and precise to get the desired roughing tool path 

directly on 3D designs with less machining time. 

Additionally, longer tool life and better surface quality are obtained thanks to the re-constructed 

toolpath, enriched lead in/out types and newly-added mill 5 calculation on STL, which provides an 

easier and faster CNC programming environment to machine simple and complex geometries. 

http://zwsoft.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9e4ca9137dcca54dd7bf1b9a9&id=32b6b1bc8f&e=30ac0cea39
http://zwsoft.us7.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=9e4ca9137dcca54dd7bf1b9a9&id=866f886235&e=30ac0cea39
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"This release of ZW3D 2015 Beta will not fail you. It possesses handy features to help increase product 

quality, reduce costs and decrease design and production time," said Colin Lin, Vice Director of ZW3D 

Overseas Business. 
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