[image: image41.emf] 

[image: image42.emf] 



CIMdata PLM Late-Breaking News

Contents

2CIMdata News

Boeing Executive, Kenneth Swope, to Keynote at CIMdata’s PLM Road Map for the Aerospace & Defense Industry in collaboration with PDT Europe
2
Acquisitions
3
Cognizant Expands Footprint in Europe with Frontica Buyout
3
Dassault Systèmes Completes CST Acquisition
4
TPM, Inc. Acquires Carolina CAD to Expand Its Presence in Raleigh-Durham, North Carolina
4
TriCore Solutions Acquires Database Specialists, Strengthening Its Oracle Database Management Support Capabilities 5 October 2016
5
Company News
5
Accenture and Google Form Alliance to Create Industry Solutions for Enterprise Clients Based on Google Technologies
5
Accenture to Create Apps on Siemens MindSphere for Industrial Companies
6
ASCON, 1C Form Joint Venture for Russian BIM Solutions
7
Atos Delivers Digital Services for the Siemens Cloud Platform MindSphere
8
Autodesk and SBS Form Strategic Alliance
8
Browzwear to Reveal a Development in 3D and PLM for Fashion Companies with Dassault Systèmes
9
Fujitsu and INESA Group Collaborate on Smart Manufacturing Project for "Made in China 2025"
10
Fujitsu to Sell 'Smart' Factory Systems in China
10
ISL Photonics and Lantek Collaborate to Deliver High Efficiency Laser Cutting Solutions in Europe
11
Jama Software and Intercax Partner to Enhance Product Development Traceability
11
L&T Technology Partners with Microsoft Azure Engineering Solutions for Global Enterprises Across Industries
12
Mentor Automotive Joins Two Automotive Education Programs
13
Mentor Graphics Joins the WBGi Power Electronics Consortium in Japan
14
MSC Software Partners with Objectivity to Deliver CAE Products
15
PTC Strengthens Global Partner Network Program with Addition of New Partners
16
Simulation Data Management Software Added to Altair Partner Alliance
17
Trimble Changes Name to Reflect Company's Technology Evolution
17
Events News
18
14th Annual ESPRIT World Conference Dates Announced
18
Geometric to Exhibit at Siemens PLM Connections 2016
18
Gerber Technology Supports, Sponsors, Participates in PI Apparel, Berlin
19
Maplesoft User Summit to Discuss Transformations in Online STEM Education
19
Oracle to Deliver Cloud Experience at GITEX 2016
20
SUSE to Showcase Solutions for Zero-Downtime Environments at GITEX 2016
20
Financial News
21
PTC Announces Preliminary Fourth Quarter FY'16 Results, PLM Enhances Results
21
Implementation Investments
22
Barco Selects aPriori for Product Cost Management
22
MGT Industries Adopts Centric Software
22
Perfetti van melle Selects Selerant's Product Lifecycle Management Software DevEX
23
Product News
23
Atos and Materialise Create a Revolutionary Component for Spacecraft Structures made by Metal 3D Printing
23
Cenit and ModuleWorks Announce Partnership, Integration
24
COMSOL Announces Latest Developments in Multiphysics Modeling, Simulation, and Application Design at the COMSOL Conference 2016
24
ESI Announces New Version of ESI ProCAST
25
ESI Launches PAM-COMPOSITES 2016
25
New ThingWorx Analytics Builder Enhances PTC’s Internet of Things Platform
26
Renesas Electronics America Introduces the Renesas IoT Sandbox to Simplify Embedded Design Prototyping for Connected Devices
27
Wacom Introduces Wacom MobileStudio Pro for CAD Artists and Designers
28

CIMdata News

Boeing Executive, Kenneth Swope, to Keynote at CIMdata’s PLM Road Map for the Aerospace & Defense Industry in collaboration with PDT Europe
4 October 2016
CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic management consulting and research firm, announces that Kenneth Swope of Boeing Commercial Airplanes will open PLM Road Map™ for the Aerospace & Defense Industry in collaboration with PDT Europe with a keynote presentation on “Model-Based Definition and Bill of Material Definition to Facilitate Information Flow Through the Product Lifecycle.” PLM Road Map for the Aerospace & Defense Industry will take place on November 8 at The Renaissance Paris La Defense, Paris, France. PDT Europe will take place at the same location on November 9-10.

Modern engineering design systems have enabled significant productivity improvements in the design process and have contributed to an explosion of information around the design that confounds downstream utilization of the design data. Designers spend an ever increasing percentage of their time working with supplemental information and less time doing technical work. The customization of design practices and data leads to the need for specialized training, which in turn increases the “on boarding” costs for new employees and limits the ability to share resources from other programs or from design centers. In addition, production systems and suppliers are given more information than is needed which creates confusion. Unique, poorly documented custom data representations make it difficult to integrate, maintain, and replace information systems. To address this pain-point a group of like-minded industry peers came together to jointly fund and staff a project team to identify root causes and potential remedies. 

In his keynote presentation, Mr. Swope will share a high level review of the objectives, requirements, and a roadmap for the definition and implementation of a “minimum digital thread.” The project involved reaching agreement on the minimum content required in full 3D model-based definition and engineering bill of material definition, agreeing on a set of standards for representation of this information, communicating objectives and requirements to solution providers for their review and comment, and reaching closure on a joint plan of action.

As the Business Capabilities Architecture Lead at Boeing Commercial Airplanes, Mr. Swope is responsible for the integrated set of business architecture products related to Boeing’s airplane business. These products include business requirements, performance measures, business data, and process management. In addition, Mr. Swope leads the organization that is integrating the future state architecture and plan for Boeing Commercial Airplanes’ processes and tools. During his 22 years at Boeing, Mr. Swope has worked in manufacturing research, operations research, program management, and product change management.

PLM Road Map 2016 for the Aerospace & Defense (A&D) industry is the must-attend event for A&D industry executives and PLM practitioners globally—providing independent education and a collaborative networking environment where ideas, trends, experiences, and relationships critical to the A&D industry germinate and take root. 

For more information visit: http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/plm-conferences/2016-plmrm-ad-pdt
About CIMdata

CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods on PLM solutions. These solutions incorporate both business processes and a wide-ranging set of PLM-enabling technologies.
CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and providers of technologies and services seeking competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences worldwide. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia-Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website, www.CIMdata.com; follow us on Twitter at http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews ; or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108, USA; Tel: +1 734.668.9922; Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV Weert, The Netherlands, Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666.
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Acquisitions 

Cognizant Expands Footprint in Europe with Frontica Buyout
4 October 2016
To boost its presence in northern Europe, Cognizant Technology Solutions Corporation has announced the acquisition of Norway-based IT solutions provider, Frontica Business Solutions, for nearly $128 million.

Reportedly, Frontica had a backlog worth 5.1 billion Norwegian Krone at the end of its last reported quarter driven by important agreements with its key clientele. Frontica is a subsidiary of Norwegian oil investment services company, Akastor ASA.

In a statement, Cognizant’s President, Global Growth Markets, stated “The acquisition helps us strengthen our oil and gas industry expertise, expand our presence in key markets, and deepen and broaden our service portfolio for our clients. Frontica will play a key role in helping us realize these benefits through their specialized capabilities in serving the oil and gas industry.”

Acquisitions have been a key growth catalyst for Cognizant. In January this year, Cognizant acquired KBACE Technologies, which specializes in cloud strategy, implementation and integration. It will aid in expanding the company’s advanced IT capabilities, especially for Cloud and SaaS offerings. Also, it bought a 49% stake in ReD Associates that specializes in understanding customer behavioral pattern and applying the same to business strategy. Recently, the company also declared its plans to acquire Idea Couture, which will be integrated with Cognizant Digital Works.

Earlier, the company completed the acquisitions of TriZetto, iTask, Cadient, Odyssey and itaas. The company has not only gained new customers from these buyouts but also expanded its capabilities in the healthcare industry and enhanced its overall digital delivery capabilities. Among these, TriZetto happens to be Cognizant’s largest acquisition to-date. The company spent $2.8 billion to acquire the healthcare IT solutions provider to develop, license, implement and support proprietary and third-party software products for the healthcare industry. Currently, the combined entity generates more than $3 billion in revenues from the healthcare sector.
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Dassault Systèmes Completes CST Acquisition

3 October 2016
Dassault Systèmes today announced the completion of the acquisition of CST - Computer Simulation Technology AG, a technology leader in electromagnetic (EM) and electronics simulation based in Germany, for 220 million euros.  Dassault Systèmes will integrate CST solutions into its portfolio of industry solution experiences based on the 3DEXPERIENCE platform to offer a new standard in multiphysics and multiscale simulation. 

CST STUDIO SUITE software is used by designers and engineers at more than 2,000 leading companies in the high-tech, transportation and mobility, aerospace and defense, and energy industries to evaluate all types of EM effects during every stage of electronic system design processes. CST’s customers include Airbus Defence and Space, Bosch Group, Frauscher Sensor Technology and Sirona. 

EM simulation is an essential part of the development of connected products to ensure the performance, reliability and safety of their interactions with their surrounding environment.  With the integration of CST, Dassault Systèmes will offer full spectrum EM simulation of autonomous cars, connected homes, medical equipment, wearable electronics and other smart objects.  Customers can quickly create and analyze high fidelity electromagnetic behavioral models that simulate electronic, antenna, electrical device and electromechanical product function across all frequencies and length scales, as well as access design synthesis and simulation tools needed for intricate electronic systems design. 
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TPM, Inc. Acquires Carolina CAD to Expand Its Presence in Raleigh-Durham, North Carolina

4 October 2016

TPM, Inc. announces that they have acquired Carolina CAD Solutions, Inc. in Raleigh, North Carolina. CAD Solutions is one of the oldest and most established Autodesk Resellers in Eastern North Carolina. This acquisition further expands the existing Raleigh-Durham footprint of TPM, Inc. to now become the largest Autodesk Reseller in the Carolinas serving the Architectural, Engineering, Construction, and Manufacturing markets across the region.

"This acquisition of Carolina CAD Solutions, Inc. brings together two great long standing companies with shared values and visions. TPM has been focused on growing our business in the AEC and Manufacturing environments by having large company resources with a small family business feel. It is this cultural approach that has provided year after year success alongside our customer base and has opened up opportunities for new customers to come into the TPM family. We welcome Carolina CAD Solutions' customers into our family and look forward to many more years of successful growth," says Chris Fay, Vice President of TPM, Inc.

"Carolina CAD Solutions is excited to become a member of the TPM family. When we looked to partner with a company to help expand our business, TPM, Inc. quickly rose to the top of the list because of the tremendous resources they can bring to our customers while still placing relationships and customer service as a top priority," says Kirk Rightmyer, President of Carolina CAD Solutions, Inc.
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TriCore Solutions Acquires Database Specialists, Strengthening Its Oracle Database Management Support Capabilities
5 October 2016

TriCore Solutions today announced the successful acquisition of Database Specialists, a database managed service company focused on support for Oracle database systems. The company’s comprehensive, enterprise level service suite includes architecture, design, database tuning, performance management, and ongoing 24x7 technical support and continuous improvements. Database Specialists’ unrivaled managed service offering leverages its proprietary Database Rx™ technology, a bespoke database monitoring, security, health check, and alert notifications platform.

Most enterprise companies today run Oracle database, including 97 percent of the Fortune 500. TriCore has nearly two decades’ experience in supporting enterprise customers’ IT needs, with an emphasis on hosting and supporting enterprise resource planning systems, including most notably the Oracle and SAP application suites. This latest acquisition is a natural extension for TriCore, strengthening its support of other mission-critical enterprise applications that run on Oracle database systems and reinforcing its position as a reliable and single source service provider to its customers.

“We couldn’t be happier to announce that Database Specialists has joined TriCore,” said Mark Clayman, CEO, TriCore Solutions. “Database management services are core to our strategic focus on application management, business intelligence and analytics solutions, and data warehouse environments. With the experts from Database Specialists and the ability to leverage the Database Rx platform, TriCore will be able to expand and enhance our services to existing and new enterprise customers. From a corporate focus perspective, Database Specialists’ revenue mix of over 90 percent recurring revenue is directly aligned with TriCore’s goal to advance the company as a managed service provider, focusing on the full application stack.”

“Our team is excited to be joining a growing company with an expansive service portfolio – from infrastructure to a full suite of application support,” said Terry Sutton, Director of Managed Services, Database Specialists. “TriCore impressed us with its vision, its breadth of services and most importantly, the shared focus on high-quality service and customer satisfaction. As part of TriCore Solutions, we will have the ability to be a part of something bigger as the market demands more from managed service providers.”
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Company News

Accenture and Google Form Alliance to Create Industry Solutions for Enterprise Clients Based on Google Technologies
29 September 2016
Accenture today announced an alliance with Google to bring to market industry-specific solutions that will help clients use cloud, mobility, and analytics to advance their digital transformation agenda and improve business performance. Accenture will apply its broad industry expertise and capabilities to help enterprise clients improve the value of Google technologies within their organizations.

“The Google alliance supports our digital and cloud strategy, and will help clients benefit from innovative and industry-specific cloud and mobile solutions built on the full stack of Google technologies,” said Paul Daugherty, chief technology officer, Accenture. “Whether our clients need to innovate faster, create new services or increase the value from their existing technology investments, cloud should be the starting point for their digital transformations. Together with Google, Accenture will help clients take advantage of game changing solutions that help solve real business needs.”

“Our alliance with Accenture is designed to help enterprises transform and take advantage of the latest technologies from Google Cloud,” said Diane Greene, senior vice president of Google Cloud. “Google’s ongoing product advances, incorporated into joint customer solutions - from mobility and analytics, to machine learning and productivity apps - combined with Accenture’s deep industry knowledge, means we can rapidly address the critical business needs of our customers.”

Google and Accenture will work together to deliver solutions to customers in a number of industries including retail, healthcare, consumer products, energy, finance, and others. The solutions will combine products from across Google Cloud including Android, apps, analytics, augmented reality, big data, IoT and machine learning. Accenture and Google will provide dedicated resources from each company with capability in cloud solutions architecture, mobility and app development to help bring these solutions to large enterprise clients.
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Accenture to Create Apps on Siemens MindSphere for Industrial Companies
6 October 2016

Accenture is building a range of applications for MindSphere, a cloud based platform from Siemens to enable industrial equipment makers to benefit from new services based on data insights.

MindSphere is an industrial IoT ecosystem with easy connectivity for all types of industrial assets. It enables the development of applications from Siemens and third party suppliers. Accenture is aiming to support original equipment manufacturers (OEMs) by building a suite of applications for MindSphere to enable new digital services, such as predictive maintenance or remote condition monitoring.

Using these applications, manufacturers of machines and industrial equipment will be able to benefit from increased revenues and customer satisfaction while reducing claims and warranty costs. Their customers can reduce downtime, maintenance related costs and energy consumption, while increasing the lifetime of their machinery.

OEMs will have timely and continuous visibility into assets and equipment as a result of the convergence of Operational Technology (OT) with Information Technology (IT) and machines becoming increasingly connected with production management, manufacturing execution, logistics and enterprise planning systems. By applying advanced analytics to the data their systems generate, they can identify and predict performance bottlenecks and make smart decisions about how to improve asset operations, manage workforce, optimize supply chain risks, and enhance the product design process.

Accenture research has shown that predictive asset maintenance can save up to 12 percent in scheduled repair costs, reduce overall maintenance costs by up to 30 percent, and result in up to 70 percent fewer breakdowns.

“Accenture’s digital capabilities, wide range of client relationships with leading industrial companies and proven track record in systems integration makes them a valuable alliance partner for Siemens and our customers,” said Ralf-Michael Wagner, Head of Plant Data Services at Siemens. “Our collaboration will allow us to build on our ecosystem related to MindSphere for current and future clients.”

Patrick Vollmer, managing director at Accenture, said, “The shift to digital is putting more pressure on industrial companies to ensure their production data is contributing to the success of the company. Accenture’s vast experience in industrial analytics, data monetization and industrial internet of things are being applied to create the best use of MindSphere and the implementation of data driven business processes to create a new range of services for OEMs and their customers.”

Siemens has designated Accenture as one of the preferred systems integrator for MindSphere.

MindSphere also forms the basis for applications and data-based services from Siemens, such as for the predictive maintenance of machine tools (Machine Tool Analytics) or integrated drive systems (Drive Train Analytics).
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ASCON, 1C Form Joint Venture for Russian BIM Solutions
29 September 2016
ASCON Group and 1C Company are pleased to announce their new joint venture for BIM software development. The new company, Renga Software, will develop and promote the Renga product line, along with developing new BIM solutions purpose-built for the Russian market. Development of the Renga design system for AEC (architecture, engineering, construction) will be synchronized with development of solutions from 1c Company for managing and accounting at construction companies, as well as the integration of the two product lines.

ASCON Group is Russia's largest developer and integrator of professional AEC, MCAD, and PLM systems. 1C Company one of the largest developers of business software. Renga Architecture is an existing AEC architectural system for structure and engineering systems design.  
The two partners will participate on an equal basis, in which ASCON Group contributes intellectual property, in the form of rights to the Renga software program, and members of the Renga development team, all of whom will join the new company. 1C Company will provide investment funds and the resources for developing, marketing, and distributing the software. The CEO of the new company will be Eugeny Shuvalov, ASCON Group's previous Channel Director. Renga Software will use the distribution channels of both companies in Russia and in foreign markets.

“BIM in construction is not just about 3D model creation and design," said ASCON General Manager Maxim Bogdanov. "Building Information Modeling first of all means the management of data, resources, and processes during all stages of construction. We were always focused on design and engineering software, but 1C Company has a great deal of experience in developing and implementing IT systems for management in the real estate sector. The joint efforts of two largest companies in their respective markets will let us make a breakthrough in information modeling.”

The implementation of BIM technology is supported by the government of Russia, but in the past has proven to have a high cost and be difficult to integrate with ERP (enterprise resource planning) systems. Without the integration, it is impossible to optimize costs and deadlines, and holds back wide acceptance. The new Renga Software firm is working to eliminate these problems. Both firms see opportunities in their strategic partnership to quickly develop and release effective BIM solutions to the market.

“BIM technology is actively used abroad, as it significantly increases the efficiency of design and construction processes," said 1C Company ERP Solutions Director Akeksei Nesterov. "We consider the Renga system to very promising as it has innovative solutions at both the kernel and interface level. We have worked with ASCON Group for many years and so decided to strengthen the development of the product to give customers the assurance that Renga will be available for years to come."

Renga Software will be able to offer users a full compliment of BIM solutions. Renga design software will be integrated with 1C:ERP construction organization management software, as well as other products from 1C Company. The company's construction software is already in use by thousands of design, construction, and management organizations in 25 countries. The partnership of the two leading developers in their segments will have no problem satisfying the requirements of businesses and governments in need of such solutions.
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Atos Delivers Digital Services for the Siemens Cloud Platform MindSphere

4 October 2016
Siemens and Atos announce today within the framework of their strategic digital alliance since 2011, their reinforced cooperation to offer digital innovations for manufacturing companies: Atos prepares to offer ready-made applications as well as all integration, infrastructure and security services necessary to build customer-specific applications on the MindSphere platform. MindSphere has been designed as an open ecosystem to optimize plant performance by collecting and analyzing large datasets in industry. It forms the basis for applications and data-based services from Siemens and third parties, such as predictive maintenance, energy data management or resource optimization. For example machine manufacturers can use MindSphere as a platform to monitor machine fleets for service purposes throughout the world, reduce their downtimes and consequently offer new business models.

Leveraging on the joint R&D investments with Siemens on Cloud and Data Analytics, Atos will be one of the first MindSphere partners delivering a broad set of IT and digital services. Atos offers MindSphere customers a structured approach; from quick-start services with first real results to production readiness of MindSphere applications, in order to accelerate the prototyping, validation and deployment of Mindsphere applications through automated and predefined use cases.

Philippe Miltin, Atos Group Senior Vice-President for Manufacturing, Retail and Transportation said: "Thanks to this close cooperation between a global leader in IT services and a global leader in manufacturing, we will be jointly providing our clients with a better service and helping them along their journey towards digital transformation. We are convinced and excited that all our manufacturing customers will benefit from this new competitive advantage."

Ralf Michael Wagner, Siemens AG, Head of Plant Data Services, said: "Atos and Siemens have been partners since 2011. With the MindSphere agreement we intensify our collaboration and will be able to support our customers in getting value out of the data that is generated by their industrial assets."
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Autodesk and SBS Form Strategic Alliance

3 October 2016

Spatial Business Systems (SBS) has formed a strategic alliance with Autodesk to provide an expanded set of solutions for the utility industry.  Through the alliance, SBS will be responsible for future development, support and licensing of Autodesk® Substation Design for Inventor®, Autodesk® Substation Design for Electrical and AutoCAD ® Utility Design (AUD) software.

The alliance will allow SBS to focus on the ongoing development and support of Substation Design and AUD, while Autodesk will continue to focus on their underlying platform technologies.  This approach will allow SBS to employ their innovative, customer-focused development processes to support the new product enhancements necessary to address the ever-changing needs of the utility industry.  The new products offered by SBS will be renamed to reflect the new strucutre. 

“SBS is highly committed to ensuring that the AUD and Substation Design products continue to grow to meet the needs of current and prospective users”, said Dennis Beck, President of SBS.  “This addition to our offerings will allow us to better meet the needs of the utility industry as they deal with challenges and opportunities related to aging infrastructure, advanced asset management and the ongoing need to improve overall cost performance. “

The Autodesk team responsible for product development, system deployment and support will join SBS and work to incorporate new enhancements that will more closely integrate with the SBS Utility DataHub™ suite of utility integration products.  The new staff members will be receiving training in the SBS rapid deployment methodologies to ensure that ASD and AUD clients receive expanded value from their investments in professional services. 

“Autodesk is pleased to partner with SBS to expand our presence in the utility industry”, stated Amar Hanspal, Senior Vice President, Products.  “The SBS team is highly experienced in the integration and delivery of the Autodesk utility solutions and is committed to the success of our mutual customers.” 
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Browzwear to Reveal a Development in 3D and PLM for Fashion Companies with Dassault Systèmes 
6 October 2016
During PI Apparel Berlin, Browzwear will demonstrate how how Browzwear’s 3D Apparel models can be integrated to Dassault Systèmes’ “My Collection” industry solution experience.

It will also show how apparel designers and developers can leverage managed assets from “My Collection” and later share finished garments’ Bill of Materials in Dassault Systèmes’ 3DEXPERIENCE platform. This makes it simple and efficient for fashion designers and developers to make use of available assets, and focus instead on the creative process.

"My Collection" was developed with 3D in mind from the beginning. With Browzwear 3D and Dassault Systèmes, product teams can share realistic 3D Apparel models and technical specifications from the earliest stages of the development processes to dramatically improve communication and collaboration with a variety of stakeholders of the development stream. “Visitors at PI Apparel in Berlin will see how the combination of 3D Asset & PLM workflow is enabling leading brands to shorten time to market and enhance creativity while delivering products that reflect the Voice of the Customer,” said Avihay Feld, Chief Product Officer at Browzwear.

“Using visually compelling and technically accurate 3D models for apparel from early development extends collaboration with designers, and streamlines manufacturing, it enables companies to meet market requirements and enhance creativity in a way that was not possible with traditional 2D workflows. We are very excited to demonstrate this capability with Dassault Systèmes at the event.”
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Fujitsu and INESA Group Collaborate on Smart Manufacturing Project for "Made in China 2025"
4 October 2016

Fujitsu Limited, Fujitsu (China) Holdings Co., Ltd. (collectively "Fujitsu"), and INESA (Group) Co., Ltd., a large-scale, state-owned company in China that provides smart city solutions, today announced that they are collaborating on a Smart Manufacturing Project known as "Made in China 2025," a strategic framework which aims to strengthen competitiveness in manufacturing.

In response to the rapid changes in corporate business models and the market environment, the government of China has set forth "Made in China 2025", which aims to combine cutting-edge ICT with manufacturing, shifting China from a manufacturing giant that mass-produces products to a manufacturing powerhouse that focuses on production quality. In the midst of this effort, using their abundant experience in the ICT and manufacturing fields, Fujitsu and INESA Group are jointly promoting their Smart Manufacturing Project, contributing to realizing the "Made in China 2025" plan.

As a member of a group of large-scale, state-run companies under the jurisdiction of the State-owned Assets Supervision and Administration Commission of Shanghai Municipal Government, INESA Group has a history in the electronics manufacturing industry of more than fifty years. In order to adapt to the innovations of recent years, INESA Group, while manufacturing, is driving the development of the information industry, and has established the strategic goal of contributing to the building of smart cities as its business model, working to create a new industry that fuses ICT and manufacturing.

At a color-filter manufacturing plant of INESA Display Materials Co., Ltd., an INESA Group company, Fujitsu established a plan to turn the plant into a smart factory suited to current operations, by studying current processes and issues. Based on information from existing automated production lines and manufacturing management systems, Fujitsu is connecting the entire manufacturing process, including product manufacturing processes and production line placement, with technologies, such as big data and IoT. This is to achieve digital transformation, building a system that visualizes the efficiency of the factory with the use of tools such as Fujitsu's sensors, network technologies, a dashboard solution, and a big data analysis platform, to advance INESA Group's move toward smart manufacturing.

The three companies began this project in January of 2016, and aim to complete it in 2018. Cai Xiaoqing, President of INESA Group, said, “INESA Group is focusing its efforts on creating smart factories, positioning this business as a core infrastructure business supporting INESA Group's smart cities, while also advancing initiatives in our factories. Through this project, by working with Fujitsu, I believe we will meet the business transformation needs of our many customers in the manufacturing industry, and contribute to transforming the manufacturing industry of China.”
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Fujitsu to Sell 'Smart' Factory Systems in China
5 October 2016
Japan's Fujitsu will partner with Chinese group Shanghai Yidian to sell factory management systems in China, where the government is promoting such technology as a way to cope with a shrinking labor force and improve manufacturing quality.

These systems fall into the realm of "internet of things" -- networks of machines such as factory robots or appliances that can collect and share data.

The municipal-government-run Shanghai Yidian group comprises nearly 150 companies making electronic components, lighting and other products. Some of the group's factories have already adopted Fujitsu software that allows managers to monitor equipment in real time. These systems track energy usage as well as any problems the machines encounter.

Fujitsu and Shanghai Yidian will begin their sales effort as early as next year, focusing on coastal manufacturing hubs. The Chinese partner will install the necessary sensors in customers' factories, while Fujitsu will provide the software.

The Japanese technology group will seek other partners in China to compete for orders nationwide. It aims to outfit 100 factories in three years, which would translate to an estimated 10 billion yen ($97.3 million) in sales for Fujitsu.

The Chinese government has designated the tie-up between Shanghai Yidian and Fujitsu as a "smart factory" model project, which Fujitsu sees as an advantage in winning new customers.
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ISL Photonics and Lantek Collaborate to Deliver High Efficiency Laser Cutting Solutions in Europe

5 October 2016
Lantek has reached an agreement with Bulgarian fibre laser cutting machine manufacturer ISL Phototonics to supply its Lantek Expert system with the company’s Gladius, Maximus, and Optimus machines.

ISL Photonics has been supplying its machines to sheet metal manufacturers in Central Europe and works on the principle of ‘less is more’ which serves as basis for the design and manufacture of its fibre laser cutting systems. The aim of the company is to create extremely compact machines requiring minimum working space but with high-tech components providing high speed, accuracy and high quality cutting performance.

The Lantek Expert software will enable users of the Gladius, Maximus and Optimus machines to make full use of the capabilities of each machine and, with the advanced nesting in the software, achieve optimum material utilization. As well as offering advanced automated programming for the machines and high efficiency cutting cycles, Lantek has a suite of software that can control every aspect of sheet metal manufacturing with its Lantek Factory concept. 

Francisco Pérez, Director of OEM Channel at Lantek says, “Our partnership with ISL Photonics will fit well with its ‘less is more’ philosophy where it offers high quality parts and equipment to its customers in a compact package. Lantek is recognized as a world leader in its field and, by supplying its software with the three machine models, will bring users the benefit of fast automated programming, highly efficient and accurate cutting and cost and process control which will add significantly to profitability and efficiency.”
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Jama Software and Intercax Partner to Enhance Product Development Traceability

6 October 2016

Today, Jama Software announced a technology partnership with Intercax, a pioneer in model-based systems engineering (MBE/MBSE). The partnership leverages the Syndeia platform from Intercax to allow system engineers to dynamically connect requirements from Jama to other platforms in their ecosystem. This connection expands collaboration and traceability within customers' product development teams.

With Syndeia, engineering teams can collaboratively develop and manage the Total System Model of systems distributed across an array of software tools and databases. Jama's integration with Syndeia will allow Jama users to access, exchange and update a variety of requirement data within PLM, ALM, CAD, database, and simulation environments.

"Modern product development requires close integration and alignment between solutions to track requirements and keep up with customer demand," said Andrew Byers, strategic account executive for Jama Software. "Intercax is a leader in the model-centric approach to designing and managing complex systems, and we're pleased the company is joining the Jama Alliance to support the evolution of modern product delivery."

"Syndeia makes it possible to build, query, and visualize a federated 'digital blueprint' of a system, connecting a wide range of models and enterprise repositories. Integration with Jama will provide seamless traceability and impact assessments across the system model graph, from requirement models in Jama to parts in a PLM system and software in a ALM system, and vice versa," said Dr. Manas Bajaj, chief systems officer at Intercax.

Through the Syndeia interface, Jama customers will be able to more quickly create a traceable link between Jama requirements and any SysML elements, transform a Jama requirement set into a SysML requirement hierarchy (and vice versa), and compare and synchronize requirement models as projects evolve.
The Intercax technology partnership is the most recent addition to the array of partnerships and integrations stemming from the Jama Alliance program. 
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L&T Technology Partners with Microsoft Azure Engineering Solutions for Global Enterprises Across Industries

6 October 2016
L&T Technology Services announced a Digital Engineering Transformation partnership with Microsoft Corporation to deliver Microsoft Azure Engineering Solutions for global enterprises across industries. This strategic partnership between the two companies enables enterprises around the world to leverage L&T Technology’s cutting-edge IP-led Digital Engineering solutions hosted on Microsoft’s Azure enterprise cloud-first, mobile-first infrastructure.
 
L&T Technology Services’ iBEMS (Integrated Building Energy Management Systems) framework will soon be available on Microsoft’s Azure cloud platform for rapid global enterprise deployments that aspire for eco-friendly, “green” campuses and energy savings. Hosting this solution on Microsoft’s hyper-scale Azure cloud service enables enterprises to deploy and manage energy consumption as well as carbon footprint for entire campuses, buildings and facilities leveraging the Internet of Things (IoT), Predictive Analytics and Machine Learning securely on the Azure cloud.
 
“This is the era of Digital Engineering Transformation and the possibilities are tremendous. L&T Technology Services is an agile, innovative global Digital Engineering Solutions partner delivering transformation in this Digital era, including research & development partnerships such as with IISc (Indian Institute of Science) around Energy Efficiency and IoT sensors. Partnering with L&T Technology Services, Microsoft will drive digital engineering innovation to new heights, while reaching new customers and helping them accelerate their transformation across different lines of business — from commercial facilities to smart buildings,” said Bob Ellsworth, Director Azure HiPo Partner Program, Microsoft Corp.
 
“In L&T Technology Services, engineering innovation is in our DNA and this partnership with Microsoft delivers Digital Engineering Transformation to all our customers together. Through our unique proprietary solutions such as iBEMS, UBIQWeise and many others, customers can harness our IoT, Predictive Analytics, Machine Learning solutions to deliver a greener planet, unlock new business value and accelerate shared monetary value,” said Amit Chadha, Executive Director, L&T Technology Services.
 
L&T Technology Services has recently partnered with India’s Premier Engineering and Research Institution, Indian Institute of Science (IISC), Bangalore with their Power Electronics Group and Center for Nano Science and Engineering for innovation initiatives in the area of Internet of Things Sensors and Energy Efficient Systems.
 
“We are especially committed to building a global ecosystem of Digital Transformation partners including Microsoft and leading educational institutions like the IISc, Bangalore for research, development and IP-led innovation to propagate Digital Engineering Transformation & Smart Cities on a global scale,” Mr. Chadha added.
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Mentor Automotive Joins Two Automotive Education Programs
4 October 2016
Mentor Graphics Corporation today announced it has joined the Partners for the Advancement of Collaborative Engineering Education (PACE) program and the General Motors and U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) sponsored EcoCAR 3 program. The move is part of Mentor Automotive's ongoing effort to accelerate productivity of automotive engineering R&D efforts, from OEMs and Tier 1 suppliers to many of the world's leading automotive engineering universities.  

Under the auspices of Mentor's Higher Education Program, Mentor Automotive is providing tens of millions of dollars' worth of software, support and training to universities and student teams in both the PACE and EcoCAR 3 programs. This enables students to be proficient in today's skills and methodologies before graduation and be ready to contribute to leading automotive companies immediately.

Mentor Automotive is providing EcoCAR 3 a wide range of tools from its automotive product portfolio, including the Capital tools for electrical system design and harness engineering

PACE

The PACE program was established by General Motors to develop the automotive Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) team of the future. Each of the 65 PACE universities worldwide, which General Motors targets in its recruiting efforts, will be offered the same set of Mentor Automotive engineering tools adopted by General Motors. These include the Capital® product line for electrical systems and harness design with SystemVision® for electrical systems simulation, FloEFD™ 3D thermal and fluid analysis software (integrated with the Siemens NX 3D CAD package), and FloTHERM® software for electronics cooling analysis, plus the Xpedition® printed circuit board (PCB) design platform with HyperLynx® software for high-speed design reliability verification.  In addition to General Motors leadership, PACE is supported by Autodesk, HP, Oracle, MathWorks, Siemens PLM Software and Mentor Automotive. Through PACE, engineering students develop practical skills in the core software and processes they will use in high-technology careers in industry.

EcoCAR 3

EcoCAR 3 is the latest DOE Advanced Vehicle Technology Competition (AVTC) series, sponsored by DOE and General Motors and managed by Argonne National Laboratory. The 4-year program challenges 16 North American university teams to redesign and convert a 2016 Chevrolet V6 Camaro into an advanced hybrid car to reduce its environmental impact, while maintaining the muscle and performance expected from this iconic American car. The teams even design in new Advanced Driver Assistance (ADAS) functions. Mentor Automotive is providing EcoCAR 3 a wide range of tools from its automotive product portfolio, including tools for electrical system and harness design (Capital, VeSys® and SystemVision), mechanical analysis tools (FloEFD, Flowmaster®, FloTHERM), vehicle networking tools (Volcano™), embedded software tools (Sourcery™ CodeBench, Nucleus®), and PCB design and verification tools (PADS®, Xpedition, and HyperLynx).

"Mentor's Capital software suite has greatly improved our electrical design and documentation practices. Its deep configurability has allowed us to capture the finest details of our hybrid powertrain electrical system design," said Jonathan Moscardini, electrical team lead engineer for McMaster University's EcoCAR 3 Team. "Capital has given us enterprise-grade collaboration and user management tools without any of the usual enterprise-grade IT headaches. The MCAD integration enables us to more accurately define and route our custom harnesses for the 2016 Chevrolet Camaro. The Mentor tools revealed multiple design insights, before we touched a single physical wire. The ease-of-use of the entire suite has helped us complete our work faster than ever."

The specs of McMaster's hybrid Camaro suggest a bright future for energy-efficient, high performance vehicles. The 600 combined horsepower car has a total range of more than 300 miles and an electric-only range of 30 miles. Fuel efficiency is impressive as well at 42 miles per gallon, and muscle car enthusiasts will appreciate the acceleration (zero-to-60 mph in 4.6 seconds).     

"EcoCAR 3 is one of the world's premier vehicle technology competitions," said Nick Smith, business development director at Mentor Automotive. "The fact that in just four years students can build cars that perform as they do is testament to the ingenuity of these engineering students, but also to the increasing power of advanced design tools and software, such as those supplied by Mentor Automotive."
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Mentor Graphics Joins the WBGi Power Electronics Consortium in Japan

3 October 2016

Mentor Graphics Corporation today announced that it has joined the Wide Band Gap integration (WBGi) power electronics consortium to participate in thermal management and power cycling initiatives. The WBGi Consortium, established in 2013 by Professors Katsuaki Suganuma and Tsuyoshi Fuaki of Osaka University in Japan, assembles academics and industrialists worldwide to leverage the possibilities of wide-bandgap technology and its challenges. Wideband-gap semiconductors are comprised of materials such as silicon carbide (SiC) and gallium arsenide (GaN), enabling devices to operate at much higher voltages, frequencies and temperatures than conventional silicon materials.

Mentor Graphics is already an active member of the US-based Center for Power Electronics Systems (CPES) and European Centre for Power Electronics Consortium (ECPE). This is the third power electronics consortium that Mentor Graphics has joined, offering its expertise in the field and proven technologies to advance the power and performance of semiconductors, IGBTs, MOSFETS, and other devices.

“We are glad that Mentor Graphics is joining WBGi. One of the key issues for SiC- and Ga- based power electronics is thermal dissipation” said Katsuaki Suganuma, professor at the Institute of Scientific and Industrial Research at Osaka University. “Mentor’s T3Ster® transient thermal tester hardware is the most advanced technology in its field and can contribute to understanding what is going on in WBG semiconductors. There are standards for power LEDs already and we believe that MicReD® technology in the Mentor Graphics Power Tester can help in developing power cycling standards for WBG power electronics.”

The WBGi Consortium is addressing all aspects of packaging and reliability in the next generation of power electronics with 34 industrial company members, and several work groups, workshops, and meetings in place. The WBGi is also involved with the ECPE in Europe, U.S. and Asian partner organizations to establish itself as a global consortium.

“Being a member of the WBGi Consortium in Japan is extremely valuable and important to us and the semiconductor industry,” stated Roland Feldhinkel, general manager of Mentor Graphics Mechanical Analysis Division. “Our proven technologies and our team of researchers, educators and scientists are eager to contribute to WBGi’s initiatives and working groups. Our collaboration with the WGBi and its members can help result in tremendous advancements for the power electronics systems industry worldwide.”
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MSC Software Partners with Objectivity to Deliver CAE Products
30 September 2016
MSC Software announced a partnership with Objectivity, Inc. today. Objectivity's data management technology powers the award winning MSC Apex modeling and simulation suite. The combined technology allows for efficiency gains as much as ten-fold.

"Utilizing Objectivity's data management technology, enabled MSC to implement a new level of productivity and user experience for CAE applications. The Objectivity features are well aligned to our overall goal of architecture for the deployment scenarios of the current product, as well as future growth into more distributed environments. We continue to work closely with the Objectivity product teams and the collaboration has been outstanding," says Doug Neill, Vice President of Product Development for MSC Software.

"Objectivity's technology allows MSC to efficiently explore and gain value within their complex and highly interrelated data models. MSC Apex builds on Objectivity's core strengths to provide features that yield a level of user flexibility which provides huge performance gains in the engineering design and simulation workflows," says Richard Shelley, Senior Vice President of Field Operations for Objectivity.
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PTC Strengthens Global Partner Network Program with Addition of New Partners
27 September 2016
PTC today announced its Partner Network Program, a program that authorizes and supports PTC’s global network of partners, continues to grow with the addition of new partners.

The PTC Partner Network Program trains and authorizes partners in PTC’s various solution and technology implementation methodologies. Partners are required to meet increasing levels of investments to achieve program benefits, including additional training, marketing and sales programs, promotions and incentives, development funds, and support. The program will continue ongoing recruitment in an effort to increase program participation in the coming months.

“At PTC, we define our success by the value our customers derive from our solutions. Together with a network of partners that embody these same values, we bring innovation and technology to customers across industries and around the world,” said Kerry Grimes, SVP, worldwide channel sales, PTC. “We are excited to welcome these new partners into our PTC Partner Network Program and look forward to expanding our relationships with them to continue supporting customer success.”

The following companies recently joined the PTC Partner Network Program in North America:

· 4CAD Group, a solution provider of CAD and PLM services and solutions to PTC’s mid-market customers

· Barkawi, a management consulting company offering business and systems health checks, implementations, upgrades, and technology extensions to help existing PTC Servigistics® solution clients extend the life and value of their investments

· GDT, a technology integration provider with expertise in designing, building, and delivering IoT networking and collaboration solutions to large enterprises and businesses of all sizes

· Gray Matter Systems, a technology and consulting/integration company providing IoT consulting, off the shelf products, integration services, and support to help meet company-wide goals

· Industrial Network Systems (INS), a consulting company helping manufacturing and industrial clients improve overall business performance by bringing together PTC ThingWorx® platform, Kepware technology, and GE Intelligent Platform to deliver solutions that focus on collecting, analyzing, and distributing industrial information throughout the enterprise

· ReleaseTEAM, a PLM solution provider specializing in DevOps and Software Configuration Management and solving customer pain points by addressing the technical issues around the software development life cycle

In the EMEA region, PTC’s partner program has also grown with the addition of:

· Advantage, a system integrator focused on enterprise processes, CMII© Configuration Management, and the Internet of Things

· iSAX, an IT provider focused on future-proof technologies for business processes with a full portfolio of services – consulting, systems engineering, development, operation, and support

· Novotek, an industrial IT and automation solutions based provider

· Ovexia, a subsidiary of Cadesis Group that offers a global range of solutions for industries, bringing real methodological support to industrial companies using PTC solutions
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Simulation Data Management Software Added to Altair Partner Alliance
6 October 2016
The Altair Partner Alliance (APA) added SimData Manager from PDTec AG to its software offering today. SimData Manager provides simulation data management for efficient and systematic access to all simulation-relevant data throughout the entire computer-aided engineering (CAE) process chain.

"SimData Manager is an excellent addition to Altair's software lineup," said Detlef Schneider, Senior Vice President of EMEA at Altair. "CAE data management is important to almost all of our customers, so being able to offer them this capability is a great asset. We look forward to growing this partnership and seeing how we can improve our customers' experience in the future."

SimData Manager provides an enterprise CAE data management system to help analysts easily keep up with the constantly increasing number of simulation runs across all disciplines and the global collaboration of simulation activities along the supply chain. The software traces CAD geometries throughout the process to the final analysis reports and various simulation models and vice versa, making it so engineers are always aware of which computer-aided design (CAD) geometry was the base for their simulation models in order to easily select the related analysis results from the SDM system.

"PDTec is excited to become a member of the Altair Partner Alliance," said Albrecht Pfaff, Head of Sales and Marketing at PDTec. "We see great opportunities for Altair's customers to leverage the new partnership and get access to PDTec's SimData Manager via HyperWorks Units. Most larger organizations are challenged by the size of CAE data and the extension of CAE into many disciplines. Global simulation teams want to share their analysis results and work on joint CAE projects. SimData Manager provides a central enterprise system to manage all CAE data globally."

SimData Manager improves project efficiency and overall success by notifying analysts of any updates to the CAD models during simultaneous engineering processes, making it so they are able to decide if changes are necessary for the current simulation. HyperMesh, HyperView and HyperGraph have also been integrated with SimData Manager to make the process of accessing CAE data even more seamless for engineers already working in the HyperWorks environment.
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Trimble Changes Name to Reflect Company's Technology Evolution

3 October 2016
Trimble announced today that is has formally changed its company name from Trimble Navigation Limited to Trimble Inc. In addition, the company has completed its reincorporation from the State of California to the State of Delaware.

"Trimble's name change reflects the evolution from our origins as a GPS products company to a leading provider of integrated information technology solutions," said Steven W. Berglund, president and CEO of Trimble. "Our new name better represents the diversity of both our technologies and markets." 

Trimble's name change and change in legal domicile became effective October 1, 2016.

The reincorporation was previously approved by shareholders at Trimble's 2016 Annual Meeting. Stock certificates previously issued for shares in Trimble Navigation Limited, the California corporation, automatically represent shares in Trimble Inc., the Delaware corporation, and stockholders are not required to exchange stock certificates as a result of the reincorporation. 

Trimble Inc. will continue to operate without change. The reincorporation will have no material impact on Trimble management, employees or customers. The corporate headquarters will remain in California.
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Events News

14th Annual ESPRIT World Conference Dates Announced

4 October 2016

DP Technology announces the 14th annual ESPRIT World Conference in Universal City, California at the Sheraton Universal Hotel from June 12-17, 2017. The ESPRIT World Conference provides ESPRIT CAD/CAM software users, resellers, and partners the opportunity to gain exclusive access to the latest in ESPRIT CAM technologies.

Conference attendees will be provided with week-long training on basic to advanced skills for 5-axis, Millturn, Wire-EDM, ProfitMilling™, ProfitTurning™ and more:

· Find solutions for Okuma, Mazak or DMG Mori machine tools
· Network with ESPRIT users and partners from around the world

· Learn about new developments in the manufacturing industry

· Attend workshops on Post Processor development

· Exclusive 1-on-1 technical sessions with ESPRIT application engineers

· In-depth technical workshops for ESPRIT Resellers

· Hear speeches from speakers and industry experts
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Geometric to Exhibit at Siemens PLM Connections 2016
4 October 2016
PLM Europe – Siemens PLM Connection 2016 is an annual user conference hosted by Siemens PLM Software. The conference expects about 1000 participants from 30 European countries, nearly 150 presenters, and 50 exhibitors.

Geometric writes about their participation: Product successes in the digital era demands the need for evolution of traditional PLM to next generation PLM, enabling the digital thread. While looking for newer approaches to reach the true potential of digitalization, enterprises can leverage valuable assets they already have. Data available from existing PLM digital assets across multiple domains can be leveraged to enable a continuous digital thread from the physical twin to digital twin.

Date: October 17-19, 2016

Location: Estrel Convention Center, Berlin
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Gerber Technology Supports, Sponsors, Participates in PI Apparel, Berlin

4 October 2016

Gerber Technology today announced they will be participating in a panel discussion with experts in 3D CAD, and supporting their long-time customer Helly Hansen as they discuss their upgrade from webPDM™ to Yunique In The Cloud at PI Apparel in Berlin.

Gerber's Executive Director of Cad Product Development, Mary McFadden, will be participating in a panel discussion titled “How is 3D Set to Disrupt the Fashion/Apparel Industry?” She will be joined by several distinguished peers in the industry to discuss how to inspire brands, train designers, streamline integration, and accelerate time to market with 3D.

Additionally, Helly Hansen, a Gerber customer, will present key business challenges of upgrading from PDM to Yunique In The Cloud. 

"We are excited to have our long time customer partner, Helly Hansen discuss their experience with upgrading to our class-leading Yunique In The Cloud," said Bill Brewster, vice president and general manager, enterprise software solutions. "Utilizing their understanding of webPDM and transferring it to capitalize on the capabilities of Yunique in the future, will allow them to leverage cost savings and realize efficiencies that will increase their speed to market and ultimately help drive profitability."
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Maplesoft User Summit to Discuss Transformations in Online STEM Education

6 October 2016
Maplesoft will welcome experts and users of Maple T.A. and Möbius to Vienna from October 19-21, 2016, for its annual user summit. Long-time customers and users will gather at the Vienna University of Technology for presentations on the latest news and features of Maple T.A., Maplesoft’s testing and assessment tool, and the recently introduced Möbius, Maplesoft’s platform for developing online science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) courseware. Attendees will have the opportunity to network with educators from around the world to discuss evolving trends in online education, receive up-to-date information on Maplesoft products, hear presentations from users and developers, and receive training on how to most effectively utilize these online education solutions.

A major focus of the conference will be online STEM education. Developing trends in online education will be discussed and attendees will discover how Maplesoft’s solutions are transforming the way online STEM courses are delivered. The summit will feature speakers from the University of Waterloo in Canada, the Vienna University of Technology and Birmingham University in England, who have used Maplesoft’s solutions to revamp the way teachers administer courses and materials. They will share their experiences and the ways in which they’ve revolutionized their teaching methods by implementing Maple T.A. and Möbius.

For the past 30 years, Maplesoft has been developing tools and solutions to enhance education and educational delivery methods, and improve the learning experience for teachers and students. Jim Cooper, President and CEO of Maplesoft, will present the company’s vision for the use of technology in education, with a focus on STEM education and the specific requirements of STEM course delivery. He will be supported by user presentations from diverse regions around the world, such as the United States, Canada, the United Kingdom and Austria, to illustrate the global impact Maplesoft technology has had on leading universities.

“Online education is continuously growing and evolving and it is essential that educators and students have access to technology that is efficient, easy-to-use and meets the particular requirements for STEM education,” Cooper said. “Maplesoft continues to make it a priority to provide institutions with the best tools and solutions possible to effectively deliver these courses and meet the growing and unique demands for online STEM education around the world. We remain dedicated to supporting and promoting STEM education far into the future.”
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Oracle to Deliver Cloud Experience at GITEX 2016

4 October 2016

Oracle will showcase a host of innovations across the cloud suite as it prepares to welcome thousands of customers and partners from around the world to GITEX Technology Week.

With over 100 interactive demonstrations spread across an expansive Digital Business Zone, visitors can witness how businesses can digitize end-to-end the enterprise; human resources; customer experience and the supply chain.

“At GITEX 2016 we’ll showcase how businesses, small and large, across all industries can make digital business a reality with our ability to deliver proven solutions at every layer of the cloud stack (Saas, Iaas, PaaS and DbaaS) allowing them to tackle digital disruption head on,” said Abdul Rahman Al Thehaiban, Senior Vice President - Tech, Middle East and Africa.

Visitors will be able to participate in personalized digital business tours offering an overview of cloud solutions (SaaS) for all lines of businesses. After the tour an end-to-end interactive demonstration will highlight Oracle’s comprehensive cloud technology including PaaS, IaaS, and DbaaS solutions.

Top global and regional executives headline Oracle’s presence at the show. 

GITEX Technology Week 2016 will take place October 16-20 in Visit Oracle in the Dubai World Trade Centre.
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SUSE to Showcase Solutions for Zero-Downtime Environments at GITEX 2016
5 October 2016

SUSE® has announced their participation at GITEX Technology Week 2016, where they will showcase their four main product offerings for the Software Defined Data Center (SDDC) and Zero Downtime Environments - mission critical Enterprise Linux, private cloud, storage and Linux management.

Commenting on their participation at GITEX 2016, Paul Abi-Chahine, Regional Director, EEMEA said, “The ongoing digital transformation is redefining how enterprises do businesses across the globe and across verticals. If regional organizations are to keep pace with their global competition it is critical for them to embrace the Software Defined Data Center (SDDC), a cornerstone of the digitized economy. The SDDCs virtualise all elements of the infrastructure such as networking, storage, security, and processing power and run it as a service. With the focus being on flexibility, scalability, and redundancy, the potential impact this will have on business models is significant.”


With a presence at SAP’s stand, SUSE will showcase SUSE Enterprise Linux Server for SAP. This solution can ease deployment and increase uptime of mission-critical SAP solution-based workloads on Linux, including high availability features for the public cloud and updated optimization for SAP HANA, thus saving customers time and reducing operating costs. 

In addition, together with their value added distributor, Aptec Middle East, an Ingram Micro company, SUSE will showcase their open source infrastructure solutions – Enterprise Linux, OpenStack Private Cloud, Software-Defined-Storage and Linux Management - that offer a reliable, scalable and secure platform for efficiently deploying and managing highly available enterprise-class IT services in physical, virtual or cloud infrastructure. 

SUSE OpenStack Cloud delivers high availability enhancements and non-disruptive upgrades for future releases, along with Docker and IBM z Systems mainframe support to make it easier to move business-critical applications and data to the cloud. SUSE Enterprise Storage, a self-managing, self-healing, distributed software-defined storage solution, is the first and only Ceph-based solution with heterogeneous operating system support, giving customers highly scalable, resilient and low-cost storage that can seamlessly adapt to today's challenging data demands. In addition, their Linux management solution, SUSE Manager, helps customers reduce the complexities of managing their IT infrastructures, a key advantage as customers look to cut costs and increase the responsiveness required to adopt DevOps and hybrid cloud solutions.

“GITEX is the key IT event in the region. There is a healthy appetite for open-source solutions and our priority is, together with our partners, to offer a variety of best-of-breed solutions to enterprises looking to modernize and standardize their IT infrastructure, leverage cloud computing and software-based storage solutions, and make use of new technologies like big data, all while achieving zero-downtime environments for their business-critical workloads,” concluded Paul Abi-Chahine.
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Financial News

PTC Announces Preliminary Fourth Quarter FY'16 Results, PLM Enhances Results
3 October 2016
PTC today announced that preliminary bookings for the fourth fiscal quarter ended September 30, 2016 are expected to be between $139 million and $142 million, above the high end of the company’s previous guidance of $111 million to $121 million. There are two mega deals (>$5 million in bookings) in the quarter, including a competitive PLM displacement within one of the top Tier 1 global automotive suppliers, and a worldwide cloud implementation of PTC’s service parts management solution.

PTC also now expects its Q4’16 bookings subscription mix to be approximately 70%, significantly exceeding its prior guidance of 46%.  Due primarily to the higher than expected subscription mix, and also the incremental commission expense associated with bookings and subscription outperformance, PTC expects GAAP and non-GAAP revenue, and GAAP and non-GAAP EPS to be below the low end of prior guidance.

In addition, in support of continued realignment of resources toward higher growth opportunities and driving long-term margin expansion, PTC now expects FY’16 restructuring charges of approximately $75 to $80 million, above the $50 million to $70 million range included in the company’s Q3’16 form 10-Q filed on August 11, 2016, and the $40 million to $50 million range included in the Q4’16 guidance on July 20, 2016.
PTC will release its fiscal 2016 fourth quarter and year-end results on Wednesday, October 26th after the stock market closes. 
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Implementation Investments
Barco Selects aPriori for Product Cost Management

28 September 2016

aPriori has been selected by Barco, a global technology company.  The company will implement aPriori's software as part of a companywide value and cost engineering initiative focused on managing new product introductions at target cost and ensuring that parts and materials are being sourced at competitive market prices.

Barco will make the software available to a core team of R&D engineers and procurement officers from each of its product groups including projectors, display solutions, hardware and peripherals. The implementation will involve facilities in Belgium, Germany, Norway and China.

"aPriori's software will provide our R&D and sourcing teams with new levels of visibility to our product costs and enable us to make more informed decisions earlier in our product lifecycle," said Marc Callemeyn, Procurement Director at Barco. "This equips us to increase our level of innovation and product quality while also managing our bottom line."

aPriori's product cost management platform will provide Barco's R&D teams with real-time cost estimates on parts and products in design. The software leverages CAD and intelligent cost models to quickly determine feasible manufacturing methods and product costs while generating detailed manufacturing analysis and cost estimates that quantify the impact of changes to product design, materials, manufacturing processes, volumes and location in real time. aPriori will also provide Barco procurement and sourcing teams with regional cost benchmarks based on the company's specific product requirements, enabling it to collaborate more effectively with its suppliers.

"With aPriori, Barco takes the guess work out of what a new product design will cost when it gets into production, or what a sourced part should cost from a supplier in a particular region," said Stephanie Feraday, president and CEO of aPriori.  "This will enable Barco to optimize for cost, quality and design and translate that into ROI in the form of reduced cost of goods, faster time to market and higher customer satisfaction."
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MGT Industries Adopts Centric Software

4 October 2016

MGT Industries, an American sleepwear company, has selected Centric Software to provide its PLM solution.  MGT Industries, based in Los Angeles, was founded 30 years ago. They design and produce sleepwear for private labels and for their own brands – In Bloom, Jonquil, and Linea Donatella.

Business is expanding so MGT Industries decided to seek a new PLM system. “We had an internal tech pack system that worked for us for many years, but as our business started to evolve, production increased and we began working with more factories overseas. We needed to be nimble and more efficient in the way we create and develop product,” explains Tom Stevenson, Vice President of Operations.

MGT Industries will use Centric’s full PLM suite including mobile apps and Adobe Illustrator integration.

“Centric will help us streamline our business processes and free up our designers and technical teams so they have more time for creativity and innovation. We are all looking forward to minimizing administrative tasks,” explains Jill Mazur, Project Manager.

 “We are very happy to have been selected by MGT Industries and we look forward to partnering with them as their business grows,” says Chris Groves, President and CEO of Centric.
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Perfetti van melle Selects Selerant's Product Lifecycle Management Software DevEX

5 October 2016

Perfetti van melle, a large manufacturer and distributor of confectionery and chewing gum, today announced its selection of Selerant's Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) softwareDevEX to manage all product development and compliance needs.

Selerant's PLM platform will allow Perfetti van melle to unify and control critical aspects of New Product Development and Introduction (NPDI) from innovation and R&D, spec and formulation management to compliance and packaging.

"For 25+ years Selerant has focused solely on developing PLM solutions for process manufacturers. The unique integration in DevEX of the compliance assessment into the product lifecycle has proven to be the right solution for today's global competing food companies," said Carlo Colombo, Selerant CEO.

Established in March 2001 and headquartered in the Netherlands, Perfetti van melle's 2015 net sales total €2,615m, with 15.6 percent of those sales originating from new product development. Its global brands span one hundred and fifty countries with 17,700 employees, 40 operating companies and 32 manufacturing facilities. Global brands include Mentos, Chupa Chups and Alpenliebe.

Use of Selerant's DevEX platform will enable Perfetti van melle to maintain visibility into its product development initiatives through centralized data management, effective cost management and standardization of processes. Selerant's DevEX platform is configurable and customizable to its users' needs.
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Product News

Atos and Materialise Create a Revolutionary Component for Spacecraft Structures made by Metal 3D Printing
3 October 2016

Atos and Materialise NV have presented a revolutionary titanium insert for spacecraft structures. The product was revealed last Friday at the European Conference on Spacecraft Structures, Materials and Environmental Testing, ECSSMET 2016.

Marta García-Cosío, Head of mechanical engineering at Atos Spain, says: “We are proud with this innovation. By creating this complex product in metal additive manufacturing in such a short time, Atos and Materialise are amongst the top of providers of Metal 3D Printing solutions. The weight reduction will allow the increase of useful equipment to be used in satellites and result in considerable cost saving in each launch.”

The engineers faced the challenge to improve by far traditional concepts. The design was addressed to cover all space requirements, from conception phase to manufacturing. The insert was manufactured by Metal 3D Printing in titanium, in a process also known as Selective Laser Melting (SLM). Two inserts were manufactured at the Materialise Metal 3D Printing Factory in Bremen, Germany. 
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Cenit and ModuleWorks Announce Partnership, Integration
5 October 2016
ModuleWorks and CENIT AG have agreed a partnership to integrate ModuleWorks components into FASTSUITE Edition 2, CENIT’s innovative solution for the digital factory.

FASTSUITE Edition 2 enables users to create, program, simulate and optimize the production environment. The integrated ModuleWorks components strengthen and advance the robotic and NC machining capabilities of FASTSUITE Edition 2 with industry-leading multi-axis toolpath calculation and simulation software as well as a specialized component for Laser Aided Manufacturing applications. The integration work is ongoing and components for offset roughing have already been integrated into the latest release of FASTSUITE Edition 2.

Commenting on the integration project, Peter Koch, Vice President Digital Factory Solutions at CENIT AG says: “ModuleWorks components are industry-proven, state-of-the-art technology that advance the performance and quality of our toolpath calculation and simulation software. The expert support of the ModuleWorks team means we follow best-practice techniques for fast, seamless and cost-effective integration.”

“We are delighted to be working together with CENIT AG”, says Yavuz Murtezaoglu, Managing Director of ModuleWorks. “This type of partnership underlines the benefits of cooperating on integration projects to get the most out of our core technology and our specialist modules.”
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COMSOL Announces Latest Developments in Multiphysics Modeling, Simulation, and Application Design at the COMSOL Conference 2016
7 October 2016

COMSOL, Inc. provided attendees with the latest updates of COMSOL Multiphysics® software, COMSOL Server™ product, and COMSOL Client at the 12th annual COMSOL Conference Boston. The latest update of the COMSOL® software features major performance increases and the release of the Rotordynamics Module, which is now available as an add-on product to the Structural Mechanics Module.

COMSOL is committed to continue its strive to deliver the most efficient and robust multiphysics environment for its wide range of products for electrical, mechanical, acoustics, fluid, thermal, and chemical simulations. “To fulfil this commitment, COMSOL’s development team ensures that each update of the COMSOL® software provides more efficient solvers, meshing, and physics modeling functionality”, comments Bjorn Sjodin, VP of Product Management, COMSOL, Inc.

The latest update of the COMSOL® software product suite includes the new Rotordynamics Module, which will aid engineers in analyzing vibrations due to centrifugal forces and other gyroscopic effects in rotating machinery. This new product will be used to ensure that rotor vibrations are contained within acceptable design limits by providing functionality for evaluating critical speed, whirl, and bearings. This module will be of particular interest to those working with the design of turbines, turbochargers, electrical machinery, and pumps in the automobile, marine, aerospace, energy, and household appliance industries.

“With the Rotordynamics Module, users can take into account the effects of various components such as disks, bearings, and foundations,” explains Prashant Srivastava, a Technical Product Manager at COMSOL. “Users will also be able to easily postprocess their results directly within the software to present the results of their analysis as Campbell diagrams, modal orbits, harmonic orbits, waterfall plots, and whirl plots.”

COMSOL® software products are supported on Windows® operating system, Linux® operating system, and macOS™ operating system. The Application Builder is supported in the Windows® operating system.


Click here to return to Contents 

ESI Announces New Version of ESI ProCAST

6 October 2016

ESI Group announces the new version of its casting simulation software ESI ProCAST; a Virtual Manufacturing solution of ESI that enables foundries to improve the design and quality of the parts they produce. 

Casting simulation helps industrial manufacturers and foundries comply with new and increasingly stringent market expectations and achieve the highest quality and productivity possible. To that end, ESI ProCAST provides a complete solution, covering all casting processes and the alloys used in diverse industry sectors and the latest 2016 version focuses on key industrial challenges specifically related to sand, investment and die casting processes in the automotive, aerospace and heavy industries.

In regard to sand casting processes, ESI ProCAST 2016 has been enriched with a dedicated workflow for gravity casting; enabling simulation set-up within minutes. Taking all process parameters into account to deliver highly precise results, this step-by-step approach can be customized to fit any foundry's specific requirements and processes, delivering improved usability when repeating tasks. The new functionality is easy to use and can be mastered by any foundry man within a few days.

Another notable enhancement to ESI ProCAST 2016 is the introduction of the machine selection workflow that draws on a dedicated database for High Pressure Die Casting (HPDC) machines, including theColosio machines. The new functionality enables the user to define the operating point and operating zone for any machine, using the Pressure (P)-Flow Rate(Q)² graph. This information is linked to ProCAST's solver to achieve virtual piston control in real time. Enabling a user to set-up parameters just as on the real machine, this enhancement provides a considerable time gain for process-design, and delivers the possibility to run a virtual benchmark and select the appropriate machine for specific jobs.
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ESI Launches PAM-COMPOSITES 2016

4 October 2016

ESI Group announces the release of its PAM-COMPOSITES 2016 software solution to provide process and design engineers with its full suite of modules to predict, analyze and correct manufacturing defects of composite structural components across the complete manufacturing chain.

The solution combines the existing modules of ESI Group with new enhancements that enable process and design engineers to precisely identify the origin of defects and manufacture composite parts with a higher degree of accuracy; reducing material waste and obsoleting the need for costly and time consuming trial and error approaches. 

Using the ESI PAM-COMPOSITES solution, process and design engineers can tailor simulations to the exact nature of the composite material and their unique shop floor environment to improve process stability and reduce manufacturing defects for a vast range of composites manufacturing processes. These include: draping, thermoforming, Liquid Composites Molding (LCM), Resin Transfer Molding (RTM), and curing , as well as two new robot draping processes: Automated Fiber Placement (AFP) and Automated Tape Layering (ATL).\

Jacinto Tortosa, CEO at FIDAMC, a Spanish company aiming to consolidate their leadership position in composite material technology, recognizes the contribution of numerical simulation to their success. He states that ESI PAM-COMPOSITES allows them to perform "the analysis and optimization of each individual manufacturing operation" so they can "save cost and speed up project completion, substituting manufacturing trials by simulation.”

In PAM-COMPOSITES 2016, the newly introduced Design of Experiments (DoE) functionality automatically analyzes variations in the composite material and manufacturing process parameters to allow process and design engineers to optimize key influencing parameters and improve process stability.

The new Die Spotting functionality allows process and design engineers to automatically morph existing tools to ensure a perfect contact with the part. This avoids the bridging effects often seen with thermoformed organo-sheet components where resin migration and lack of compaction leads to visible defects. It also allows engineers to avoid the incidence of areas with low fiber content or race tracking during resin injection or infusion.

PAM-COMPOSITES brings together the PAM-FORM, PAM-RTM and PAM-DISTORTION modules into one bundle.
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New ThingWorx Analytics Builder Enhances PTC’s Internet of Things Platform
6 October 2016

PTC today announced the availability of ThingWorx® Analytics Builder, the latest component of its ThingWorx® Internet of Things (IoT) platform. ThingWorx Analytics Builder is an interactive user interface for creating and managing advanced analytic models for use in ThingWorx-powered solutions. With the addition of ThingWorx Analytics Builder, PTC further enhances its leading IoT analytics capabilities through the ThingWorx platform.

ThingWorx Analytics Builder is a part of and complements the already robust capabilities of ThingWorx Analytics. The product helps convert complex data readings from connected products and services into simple-to-understand information via a user-friendly interface. ThingWorx Analytics Builder simplifies the advanced analytics process, helping solution developers interpret information faster and save valuable time for other parts of the data analysis process.

“Implementing a comprehensive analytics operation should be at the top of the priority list for any company pursuing an IoT strategy,” said Ryan Caplan, general manager, ThingWorx Analytics. “ThingWorx takes the complexity out of the analytics process, and now with ThingWorx Analytics Builder, it’s easier and faster to realize the true value of IoT – understanding the data.”

Interest in IoT analytics capabilities is expected to increase as the number of connected devices continues to grow. These connected products will emit billions of operational and situational data points that, when harnessed and interpreted correctly, enable a company to optimize products, enhance product performance, improve customer satisfaction, and save valuable time and money. 
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Renesas Electronics America Introduces the Renesas IoT Sandbox to Simplify Embedded Design Prototyping for Connected Devices

4 October 2016

Renesas Electronics America Inc. today introduced the Renesas IoT Sandbox, a comprehensive cloud-based environment where customers and partners can prototype their Internet of Things (IoT) solutions and accelerate their ideas to market. The Renesas IoT Sandbox enables personalized data intelligence for system developers working with the Renesas SynergyTM Platform, the Renesas RL78 Family and RX Family of microcontrollers (MCUs), and the Renesas RZ Family of microprocessors (MPUs). System developers can leverage the Renesas IoT Sandbox to quickly and easily develop end-to-end prototypes for home appliances, wearables, building automation, and other IoT products using near-real-time data to make personalized, intelligent actions.

Renesas Electronics America will demonstrate the Renesas IoT Sandbox solution at the Wearables Technology Show in booth 211, October 4-5, 2016, in Santa Clara, Calif.

“Defining an IoT solution involves complex decisions and requires many functions of the enterprise to align—from technology, production, sales, and business. Whether you are an IoT startup or an enterprise entering the IoT, being able to assemble a prototype quickly is vital to accelerate this decision-making,” said Semir Haddad, Director of Marketing, MCU and MPU Product Solutions, Renesas Electronics America. “With the Renesas IoT Sandbox, Renesas has developed a bridge that brings together the required elements in a single, secure environment, enabling customers to easily integrate up to the cloud and down to the real world through embedded devices, to bring greater data intelligence to their connected applications.”

Powered by cloud services from Medium One, the Renesas IoT Sandbox integrates Renesas embedded processors, which are used to collect and locally analyze data from a variety of sensors, control the output of peripherals such as touch screen displays and actuators, and connect to wireless radios and wired interfaces that provide the two-way communication to the Renesas IoT Sandbox where data intelligence algorithms can be executed. Bringing together all of the components needed for end-to-end IoT solutions, the Renesas IoT Sandbox puts designers and developers on a clear path from prototype to production.

MQTT over transport-level security (TLS) establishes a secure connection between the Renesas device and kit and the Renesas IoT Sandbox. Multi-connectivity support, including Bluetooth®, LoRa®, Ethernet, Wi-Fi, and cellular/LTE, provides flexibility for system developers to find the right fit for their applications.

Users can take advantage of two-way communications in the Renesas IoT Sandbox cloud-based integrated development environment (IDE) to create personalized, actionable data for the end-user device and third-party application services. System developers can graphically control the real-time data streams generated from the Renesas devices and kits within the cloud, and use Python-based workflows to quickly extract data intelligence and add prescriptive, predictive, and real-time intelligence to the data. For example, vibration data collected from a connected refrigerator can be analyzed to determine how often the door is being opened, when the compressor turns on, and even calculate the mean time to potential compressor failure. Based on that intelligence, a maintenance alert could be triggered to the service company as a preventative measure.
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Wacom Introduces Wacom MobileStudio Pro for CAD Artists and Designers

5 October 2016

Today, Wacom introduces Wacom MobileStudio Pro, a new line of mobile computers with Wacom's new pen technology for professional creators of digital content. Featuring the newly-designed Wacom Pro Pen 2, with 4x higher pen accuracy and pressure sensitivity than the company's previous professional pen, enhanced resolution, 3-D camera and other innovations, Wacom MobileStudio Pro is a new creative tool for today's 2-D, 3-D and CAD artists and designers.

Wacom has developed a family of 13.3" and 15.6" Wacom MobileStudio Pro computers. There are six configurations to choose from. 

Wacom MobileStudio Pro is the first product to offer Wacom's latest pen technology, the Pro Pen 2. Delivering 4x greater accuracy and pressure sensitivity than the previous Pro Pen, Wacom continues to focus on pen performance and creating an intuitive experience. Users will also discover virtually lag-free tracking. "Wacom revolutionized pen input over 30 years ago when it introduced the first pressure-sensitive pen and we continue to provide the ultimate design and creative experience for our customers," states Neumann. "Whether doing straight 2-D illustration or sculpting a 3-D model, we are confident that Wacom MobileStudio Pro users will find the new digital pen to feel closer to traditional media as ever before."

While individual models of Wacom MobileStudio Pro vary, all come with Intel® processors and memory and storage configurations, ranging from 64GB up to 512GB. NVIDIA Quadro graphics on the 15.6" model of Wacom MobileStudio Pro help speed computer-generated imagery and digital content creation and bring it to life. 

A number of time-saving productivity features were added to accelerate the creative workflow, including: ExpressKeys™, Touch Ring and buttons on the pen which allow users to quickly set-up one touch short cuts.  Also, the optional Wacom Link technology enables users to attach Wacom MobileStudio Pro to any Mac or PC and use it as a standard Cintiq display – a useful feature for Mac owners who prefer to work on the Mac OS® in their studios. 
Wacom MobileStudio Pro is expected to be available in late November. 
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