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 CIMdata News 
CIMdata Commentary:  RuleStream Standards-Based Engineering for Custom Manufacturing 
5 March 2008 

One of the driving pressures on businesses today is the need to deliver more “personalized” products to 
their customers. Customers are demanding that the product(s) they purchase be tailored to their specific 
needs. This includes functional capabilities, operational characteristics, and even look and feel (style). 
The growth of Engineer-to-Order (ETO) products and manufacturing is a reflection of this trend. 

Delivering individualized products in a cost-effective, timely manner requires that manufacturers be 
better able to leverage previous designs, capture more knowledge about their products and how they 
were designed and built, and be able to impart that knowledge effectively to all employees, especially 
new hires that have no corporate history. For example, ETO manufacturers typically have complex 
products that must be closely aligned with detailed customer specifications while simultaneously taking 
into account engineering standards, supply chain capabilities, and manufacturing constraints. 

While every organization produces data and information about its products, transforming that data into 
an accessible knowledge base is difficult. In product development, understanding how a product is 
intended to function and how to apply that understanding to create an appropriate product is knowledge; 
and capturing, managing, and reusing that knowledge effectively is a competitive advantage. The 
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models and drawings of the product are a part of the information that defines a product, but they don’t 
convey how or why someone created the product in a specific way or what standards or regulations must 
be applied to the product. 

For many years, people involved in product design have tried to capture the knowledge that is an 
inherent part of all design activities. The goals are to be able to: 

• reduce the amount of time from receipt of order to product delivery. 

• preserve and leverage the organization’s intellectual property. 

• re-use knowledge from previous design efforts to shorten the time and cost required to execute custom 
complex designs. 

• reduce design errors. 

• improve the quality of designs and increase innovation. 

• respond more quickly and more accurately to requests for quotations. 

• increase win rate of RFPs. 

• ensure adherence to internal, industry, and regulatory standards. 

All of these goals have a positive impact on the business by reducing costs and allowing companies to 
better and more quickly satisfy their customers’ requirements. 

Capturing product knowledge in a manner that enables sharing and reuse of that knowledge has proven 
to be very difficult. Companies have struggled to capture and manage design knowledge as engineers 
have used many (home-grown) tools such as workbooks, configurators, and spreadsheets to document 
their designs and design decisions and for quotation and manufacturing processes. Early attempts at 
building home-grown systems to capture and reuse knowledge failed because they were too limited 
technically, required users to be able to develop computer codes (or programs) to embody knowledge 
rules and actions, and did not integrate with common product design tools such as CAD, CAE, and PDM 
systems. 

Configurator approaches worked well for low-complexity products, but were unsuitable for 
medium/high complexity products. Many sales configurators were unable to do order/requisition 
engineering because they lacked integration with engineering tools needed to create drawings. However, 
work in this area has continued, and today companies such as RuleStream are delivering solutions that 
we call Standards-Based Engineering (SBE). In the context of SBE, rules are a series of behaviors that 
can be executed to modify the product definition based on specific requirements and constraints. Rules 
may act on design models (both 2D and 3D geometry) or other aspects of the design such as material, 
temperature, flexibility, corrosion resistance, surface finish, ship date, cost, or weight. SBE solutions for 
manufacturers have the following characteristics: 

• Rules are managed in defined public contexts (i.e., they are available to all designers); they are also 
versioned and secured. 

• They can be used within the user’s normal design, analysis, and management solutions. 

• They capture design rules both automatically and by user definition. 

• They allow rules to be customized and adapted. 

• They provide a user interface that integrates systems, rules, models, and data that are relevant to 



CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 4 

accomplishing a specific task at a specific time. 

• They employ a “bottoms-up” methodology for rule authoring so rules can be shared between product 
models, reducing the number of rules needed. 

SBE provides a bridge between past product development efforts and future designs. It helps companies 
capture their intellectual value-added from product development and provides that knowledge to product 
designers. This means that new designs can be accomplished more quickly, since designers can work 
faster without having to worry that they are re-inventing items that have been designed previously. 

RuleStream’s SBE solution embodies a number of characteristics that distinguish it from earlier 
knowledge-based design approaches. These include having a database that contains the definitions of the 
rules and the how the rules are to be applied. RuleStream’s method of creating rules and capturing 
knowledge allows different groups within the organization to enter their rules within the common 
database. This allows new rules to reference existing rules and their parameters and results, avoiding 
duplication, and helping to enforce a standard rule set and nomenclature across the organization. 

Product design parameters and calculations are stored in the RuleStream database. Because these rules 
are in a managed environment and interact with one another as they are entered and updated, designs can 
be quickly validated to ensure that the proposed design meets customer-specific requirements as well as 
basic structural quality standards. RuleStream’s tight integrations to many key 3D CAD systems drives 
product knowledge directly into the 3D CAD too and the dynamic, bi-directional integration keeps an 
accurate and dynamic 3D model constantly in front of engineers so they can quickly and easily visualize 
the feasibility of a new design before it is committed to production. These 3D CAD integrations also 
allow RuleStream to generate new native drawings on the fly. RuleStream also provides end users the 
ability to manipulate products using a 2D layout tool—either Microsoft Visio® or a native 2D 
interactor. RuleStream’s solution also provides a built-in rule history and traceability functionality, 
which gives insight and information on old formulas and equations, as well as when and why they were 
changed and by whom. 

RuleStream can also generate a variety of order engineering outputs, making it effective for 
order/requisition engineering. These outputs include, but aren’t limited to 2D, 3D, routings, tooling, 
eCAD feeds, CAE, and more. The following figures illustrate product application of RuleStream’s SBE 
solution. 
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Figure 1—Using RuleStream to Automatically Create a 3D Model 

Once the functional product requirements have been entered, RuleStream allows engineering work 
products (such as CAD models and drawings) to be automatically generated according to design and 
manufacturing rules. 

These computer-based technologies allow complex information to be shared and worked upon by 
dispersed teams of people. It is impossible to collaborate on information that cannot be found and 
collaborating on out-of-date or incorrect data can lead to bad decisions, so data management capabilities 
are necessary. PDM in particular is used to organize and provide broad access to a company’s 
intellectual assets. However, simply organizing data better produces important, but limited value. The 
concept of Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) embraces the collaborative use of the managed 
information in an organization’s decision-making processes. New collaborative technologies now go 
beyond asynchronous data sharing to include real-time viewing, discussion, annotation, and 
modification of all kinds of product information including 3D design models, analysis results, 
manufacturing processes, documents of all kinds, audio, video, and many, many others—essentially all 
information required to make product definition decisions. 
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Figure 2—Using RuleStream and Visio to Modify in a 2D View 

CIMdata believes that RuleStream’s SBE solution provides a solid offering that should be considered by 
ETO companies who want to effectively capture and leverage design and product knowledge while 
responding to customer demands for more highly-tailored products. 

Click here to return to Contents 

How to Manage Analysis Data 
29 February 2008 

How can companies better manage their analysis-related information and work processes? Ed Miller, 
CIMdata President addresses this issue in his article in the ConnectPress publication, CATIA 

http://www.cimdata.com/
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Community. Click here to read Mr. Miller’s article. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Company News 
Automotive Warranty Management Solution Requires Industry Collaboration 
5 March 2008 

BearingPoint, Inc. published the results of a study of automotive manufacturers and suppliers on issues 
surrounding warranty management. Among the key findings profiled in the “Global Automotive 
Warranty Survey Report”: Responsibility for warranty management is fragmented; widely varying 
perspectives exist with respect to key issues; clear warranty cost targets are rare; and limited win-win 
approaches between OEMs and suppliers have thus far been enacted. 

BearingPoint’s Automotive Practice teamed with the Original Equipment Suppliers Association 
(OESA), Automotive Industry Action Group (AIAG), European Association of Automotive Suppliers 
(CLEPA) and Warranty Week magazine on the study. Copies of the complete report can be downloaded 
at http://www.bearingpoint.com. 

“Lagging sales in North America and Europe, stricter regulations, industry restructuring, increased 
competition, and more product complexity all affect the task of warranty management,” said Robert 
Baxendale, survey director and a senior manager in BearingPoint’s Automotive practice. “Now more 
than ever, warranty management has a direct impact on the profitability of an original equipment 
manufacturer, its dealer network and the myriad suppliers on which it depends.” 

Estimates of global spend on warranty claims run between $45 billion and $50 billion. In the United 
States, automotive manufacturers and their suppliers spent almost $13 billion on warranty claims in 
2006, according to Warranty Week. 

Building on the study’s findings, BearingPoint recommends OEMs and suppliers: 

• Build on survey respondent’s broad desire to increase collaboration by making data gathering, sharing 
and analysis initiatives a top priority.  

• Emphasize standardization. To date, there are no industry-wide standards for warranty communication 
or warranty management processes among OEMs and suppliers.  

• Insist on timely and efficient communication of warranty claims, parts and diagnostic data.  

Additional recommendations, as well as detailed findings and observations by OESA, AIAG, CLEPA 
and top warranty executives can be found in the report at http://www.bearingpoint.com.  

Click here to return to Contents 

FIT and Yunique Solutions Partner in New Fashion Product Lifecycle Training Program 
12 February 2008 

Academic leader The Fashion Institute of Technology (FIT) and product lifecycle management (PLM) 
software developer Yunique Solutions Inc. are partnering to bring an new fashion product lifecycle 
management program to FIT students and fashion industry professionals. Facilitated by a $400,000 

http://www.catiacommunity.com/feature_full.php?cpfeatureid=26332&id=136855
http://www.bearingpoint.com/
http://www.bearingpoint.com/


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 8 

software and services donation by Yunique Solutions and a State University of New York (SUNY) 
grant, FIT will develop new training programs centered around the latest techniques and technologies 
for product development and other front-end fashion business processes. In addition to their plmOn™ 
software, the Yunique Solutions donation also includes related system installation, implementation, and 
training services.  

FIT will initially offer the new PLM training as a program in the school’s Enterprise Center. Under the 
management of Ms. Christine Helm, the center serves as a business training resource for artists, 
designers, and fashion industry professionals. The new program will be promoted through a series of 
upcoming FIT seminars aimed at helping students and fashion companies realize the benefits of PLM. 
The new PLM program will also complement the extensive Adobe Illustrator and Photoshop training 
courses currently being offered at FIT.  

Following an evaluation of fashion industry PLM solution providers, FIT selected Yunique as the 
software partner for the new program. “We were impressed with the flexibility of the Yunique 
software”, noted Holly Henderson, assistant adjunct professor and fashion industry consultant. “They 
have a true understanding of the needs of fashion companies. In our research, we confirmed the 
importance for PLM in the industry and see it as a key driver to remaining competitive in today’s global 
fashion industry.”  

“We are proud to partner with FIT on such an important industry initiative”, added Darioush Nikpour, 
vice president of business development at Yunique. “The fashion industry requires advanced training 
and game-changing technology to meet rapidly accelerating consumer and competitive demands for 
more innovative products, greater product value, and faster business execution. This combination of 
training and technology will drive the innovative business processes needed to succeed in the future of 
fashion.”  

Click here to return to Contents 

INCAT-HAL Aerostructures Limited Launched 
3 March 2008 

INCAT and Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) announced a joint venture creating INCAT-HAL 
Aerostructures Limited. The new organization is immediately positioned to establish itself as a global 
leader in the engineering and design of aero structures. 

“The global aerospace industry is realizing the value of adopting an outsourcing-based business model, 
not simply to achieve cost reductions, but to speed time to market while maintaining quality,” said 
INCAT CEO Warren Harris. “This joint venture, leveraging the strengths of both companies, creates an 
organization capable of delivering outstanding value to clients within the global aerospace market.” 
“The objective of this joint venture is to undertake work packages related to engineering design services 
in aerostructures and also the captive offshore and on-site work load of both partners from aerospace 
OEMs, including offset programs,” said M. Fakruddin, HAL Director – Corporate Planning and 
Marketing. 

“HAL and INCAT are set to capitalize on the global aerospace demand by leveraging their combined 
core strengths – HAL’s offset business, and INCAT’s global offshore/on-site engineering business.” 
added Patrick McGoldrick, Managing Director – Tata Technologies, INCAT’s parent company.  

The joint venture, based at Bangalore will be the Preferred Delivery Center, for both organizations. The 

http://www.hal-india.com/
http://www.incat.com/
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JV agreement was signed between HAL and Tata Technologies, INCAT’s parent company. Both HAL 
and Tata Technologies will contribute 50% to the equity of the JV. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Microsoft Launches Document Interoperability Initiative 
6 March 2008 

Microsoft Corp. announced the launch of its Document Interoperability Initiative, which is aimed at 
promoting user choice among document formats and expanded opportunity for developers, partners and 
competitors. The launch of this initiative is an important step in Microsoft's commitment to implement a 
set of strategic changes in its technology and business practices to expand interoperability through the 
implementation of its interoperability principles. The Document Interoperability Initiative focuses on 
bringing vendors together to promote interoperability between document format implementations 
through testing and refining those implementations, creation of format implementation test suites, and 
the creation of templates designed for optimal interoperability between different formats. 

Microsoft hosted in Cambridge today a number of independent software vendors (ISVs), including 
Novell Inc., Mark Logic Corp., Quickoffice Inc., DataViz Inc. and Nuance Communications Inc., to 
launch this collaborative, community-based initiative. The Cambridge event is the first in a series of labs 
around the world that will bring together vendors to test interoperability between their implementations 
of well-known document formats, and between implementations of different formats. The Cambridge 
lab will test interoperability between existing implementations of Microsoft Office Open XML Formats 
and the Open Document Format (ODF) on a variety of platforms and devices including Mac OS X 
Leopard, iPhone, Palm OS, Symbian OS, Linux and Windows Mobile. 

"Microsoft believes that the industry has a responsibility to come together to address the interests of 
users in achieving greater interoperability and effective data exchange between widely deployed 
document format implementations," said Jean Paoli, general manager for Interoperability and XML 
Architecture at Microsoft. "The labs are designed to bring technical staff together to roll up their sleeves 
and test interoperability between implementations of formats and address issues that are identified either 
in those implementations or in the translation technologies used to work across formats." 

"We are pleased to collaborate with Microsoft to meet customer demands for content solutions that 
easily interoperate. Utilizing open document standards, such as Open XML and ODF, will improve the 
way organizations work across disparate platforms," said Andy Feit, senior vice president of Marketing 
at Mark Logic. "Enhancing document format interoperability between MarkLogic Server and other 
products in the marketplace will make it much easier for our customers to deploy applications for 
content assembly, reuse and delivery." 

The labs will also include a set of integrated round table discussions between vendors about what steps 
should be taken to promote real-world interoperability between document format implementations in the 
marketplace. This will include discussions about how testing can be refined, how best to develop 
conformance testing suites for popular formats, and how to create document templates that are 
optimized for interoperability between different format implementations. 

"Microsoft recognizes that users want to choose the document format that best suits their needs and that 
vendors have a responsibility to work together to achieve interoperability between different format 
implementations," said Tom Robertson, general manager, Interoperability and Standards at Microsoft. 
"The Document Interoperability Initiative brings vendors together to achieve real-world interoperability 
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between documents that customers use through testing of implementations, building conformance test 
suites and creating document formats that optimize interoperability between different formats. As part of 
the interoperability principles we announced on Feb. 21, this initiative helps achieve our goal of 
reshaping business practices to meet the interoperability needs of our customers and the market." 

New Translator Embraces Interoperability Principles 

Also announced today is the 1.1 release of a translator between ODF and Open XML for Microsoft 
Excel (spreadsheet) and Microsoft PowerPoint (presentation) applications. This is the result of an 
ongoing open source project for which Microsoft announced its support in July 2006. Key performance 
enhancements and end-user improvements reflected in the new translators are based on feedback 
received from numerous public and private organizations. 

Microsoft has committed to support future releases of the translator taking advantage of the 
improvements in Microsoft Office converter APIs announced as part of the interoperability principles on 
Feb. 21 to provide a better integrated experience for customers to open and save ODF files. These APIs 
and the guidance provided by the OpenXML-ODF Translator project will also make it easier for users to 
take advantage of other document formats, such as UOF and DAISY. 

Microsoft's Feb. 21 announcement of its interoperability principles described four new interoperability 
principles and corresponding actions across its high-volume business products. Additional Microsoft-
sponsored document interoperability labs are currently planned in Seoul, Korea, the week of March 10, 
and in Berlin, Germany, in early April. Further details on these labs, the broader Document 
Interoperability Initiative and Microsoft's interoperability principles can be found at 
http://www.microsoft.com/interop/principles.  

Click here to return to Contents 

New Survey From AIIM Reveals Organizations Continue to Struggle With Unstructured Information 
4 March 2008 

EMC Corporation unveiled the results of an exclusive content management survey the company 
sponsored in conjunction with AIIM. 

The survey, which polled more than 200 IT business professionals, reveals that today's businesses and 
government organizations continue to struggle with management of "unstructured" information, which 
represents the majority of data collected and accessible to enterprises - including scanned images, Word 
files, spreadsheets, presentations and e-mail. While 99 percent of respondents admitted that unstructured 
information played a significant role in driving their business processes, most identified major 
challenges if unstructured information was not readily available as part of those processes. 

"Unstructured information drives numerous business processes - but all too often, organizations cannot 
leverage this information effectively, leading to inconsistent communications between functions, 
duplication of effort, poor decision-making, higher costs, and non-compliance with internal best 
practices," said Carl Frappaolo, AIIM Vice President, Market Intelligence. "Unfortunately, enterprise 
content management deployment today is a major challenge, as traditional ECM solutions require 
greater effort than many believe is reasonable or justifiable." 

Nearly half of respondents (47 percent) reported that today's content management offerings require too 
much effort to implement, with integration of disparate technology components (37 percent) and 
integration with legacy systems (34 percent) accounting for the biggest delays in developing business 

http://www.microsoft.com/interop/principles
http://www.aiim.org/
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solutions on top of ECM platforms. Because of these integration challenges, half of respondents 
indicated that they wanted solutions built on top of an ECM platform. 

"Companies and government agencies today are demanding content-enabled solutions to help them 
more effectively incorporate unstructured content into critical business processes," said Mark Lewis, 
President, Content Management and Archiving Division at EMC. "At EMC, we are committed to 
investing in and providing solutions that directly address these customer challenges -- in a way not 
addressed by any other vendor in the market today." 

"Customers are looking for solutions built on top of scalable ECM platforms, such as EMC 
Documentum, that include pre-built integrations into complementary content management products, 
ECM platform-certified partner technologies, and a full range of professional services and partner 
offerings to complement industry and business process expertise," said Balaji Yelamanchili, Senior Vice 
President and General Manager, Content Management and Archiving at EMC. "By leveraging this 
strategic approach to content management, employees can make faster and better decisions, share 
information across functions, and ensure consistent communications among decision-makers." 

To listen to a podcast about the AIIM survey and results, please visit 
http://software.edgeboss.net/download/software/aiimecmsurvey.mp3  

Click here to return to Contents 

Paris to Beijing: Dassault Systèmes’ 'Virtual Plus Reality Challenge', a Three-Dimensional Race 
Based on Innovative 3D Technologies 
7 March 2008 

Dassault Systèmes (DS) affirms its commitment to the athletic arena with its “Virtual Plus Reality 
Challenge”, a new technological experience:  

A technologically advanced mini-website based on the latest 3D solutions allowing the general public to 
watch the Paris-Beijing race run by renowned marathon runner Philippe Fuchs in real-time  

A global premiere for science and sports with the Marseille Motion Science Institute using Philippe 
Fuchs’ biomechanical data to model his stride  

A charity event in partnership with Sports Without Borders allowing the general public to join the 
marathon through an innovative Facebook application  

Following its March 7 launch, the “Virtual Plus Reality Challenge” will continue through to Fuchs’ 
arrival in Beijing during the Summer Olympic Games.  

Running for innovation in sports with Dassault Systèmes  

Known for its 3D solutions helping companies to design, produce and recycle products ranging from 
airplanes to shampoo bottles, Dassault Systèmes’ 3D solutions are also being used to create innovative 
and high-performing sports applications, from stadiums to bicycles to running shoes. For example, 
leading sports apparel companies like Under Armour push the limits with Dassault Systèmes’ solutions 
to launch new products. The “Virtual Plus Reality Challenge” goes one step further, with 3D sports 
applications for the general public, a partnership with Sports Without Borders and a cutting-edge study 
combining sports and science.  

A chance to experience Philippe Fuchs’ race in 3D on Dassault Systèmes’ mini-website  

http://www.emc.com/
http://software.edgeboss.net/download/software/aiimecmsurvey.mp3
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Fuchs supporters will be only a click away from the runner’s latest progress. A dedicated mini-website 
will allow fans to get his real-time position via a geolocation interface, video commentary on his cardiac 
performance, and multimedia updates from Fuchs himself of latest developments, thanks to his 3D 
avatar and Dassault Systèmes’ online TVnima1 broadcast application.  

Boosting sports research with 3D technologies  

After the 3D modeling of products as simple as a water bottle and as complex as a submarine, the next 
challenge is to model the human body and its functions. Thanks to Dassault Systèmes’ solutions, 
scientists have already modeled the human foot in 3D. In order to confirm the accuracy of this model, 
the Marseille Motion Science Institute, in collaboration with Dassault Systèmes, will use biometric data 
gathered during Fuchs’ Paris-Beijing run to verify that the virtual foot does in fact behave like a real 
one, in all its complexity. The resulting scientifically proven 3D model foot, a first worldwide, will be 
used to promote advancements in sports medicine and equipment design, as well as optimize athletic 
training.  

Open to all: the longest virtual race with Sports Without Borders  

Dassault Systèmes invites the general public to join Fuchs in this charity race for Sports Without 
Borders via a Facebook application: virtual runners will be assigned 3D photorealistic avatars generated 
from 2D portraits and will select virtual running environments from a photo library. Once these steps 
completed, virtual runners will receive a video of their virtual run. They can also build support for 
Sports Without Borders by inviting Facebook friends to participate, which will result in the creation of a 
solidarity chain linking all friends’ videos in a single virtual relay. Dassault Systèmes will feature the 
longest and zaniest relays in its Virtual Relay Hall of Fame on the dedicated mini-website, as well as a 
real-time counter of virtual (and real) kilometers run.  

The kilometers run by virtual participants will be added to those run by Fuchs, and Dassault Systèmes 
will contribute accordingly to Sports Without Borders’ efforts to improve the living conditions of 
children in Latin American, Africa and Asia with athletic programs. Dassault Systèmes’ partnership 
with this dynamic NGO will leverage the universal appeal of 3D solutions in order to build awareness 
and support of Sports Without Borders’ projects internationally.  

To follow or participate in the “Virtual Plus Reality Challenge”, please visit: www.3ds.com/VplusR  

Click here to return to Contents 

Events News 
AVEVA Marine Users’ Meeting – 3 to 5 June 2008, Kobe, Japan 
3 March 2008 

AVEVA will be hosting its annual Marine Users' Meeting 2008, from the 3-5 June 2008, in Kobe, 
Japan. 

The AVEVA Marine Users' Meeting (AMUM) is a forum at which delegates have the opportunity to 
listen to presentations from the AVEVA Product Development and Support teams, as well as to speakers 
from other global shipyards and ship-design companies.  

The meeting -- which is being held at Kobe Bay Sheraton Hotel & Towers, Kobe, Japan --attracts 
shipbuilders from around the world, providing opportunities to discuss issues at the very heart of today's 

http://www.3ds.com/VplusR
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marine industry, and to experience, at first hand, the business benefits that can be achieved through the 
use of AVEVA Marine solutions. Last year's AMUM in Busan, South Korea, was attended by over 250 
delegates, representing more than 65 companies in 20 countries. 

Delegates will also have the opportunity to visit the Kawasaki Sakaide Shipyard on 3 June 2008. 
Kawasaki and AVEVA have had a long-standing relationship, during which the two companies have 
collaborated on the development and promotion of AVEVA Marine solutions, not only in Japan, but 
globally.  

The first 200 qualified registrations received before 21 April 2008 will be complimentary. (Conditions 
apply and are subject to the discretion of the organiser).  

For further details on the visit http://www.marineusersmeeting.com/  

Click here to return to Contents 

ESPRIT 2008 to be Exhibited at Design & Manufacturing South 
3 March 2008 

ESPRIT 2008, the latest version of the flagship software produced by DP Technology, will be exhibited 
March 19 and 20 at Design & Manufacturing South, slated to take place at the Charlotte Convention 
Center in Charlotte, N.C.  

Design & Manufacturing South features solutions for design, process, automation, packaging, and more, 
and is designed to provide attendees with new technologies and fresh ideas for increasing productivity 
and quality.  

ESPRIT 2008 will be exhibited at booth No. 218, where there will be opportunities for one-on-one 
demonstrations and presentations of the new features available within the latest generation of the 
product, which includes turning stock automation for lathes, open-pocket milling, EDM machine 
specific machining technology, improved 3D machining performance, B-axis turning for 5-axis mill-
turn machines, and more. 

Additional enhancements available in ESPRIT 2008 software, including significant improvements for 
milling, turning and wire EDM programming, will be exhibited at Design & Manufacturing South. 
These new features increase the performance of the CAM software and reduce the time required to 
produce part programs while increasing the quality of those programs and helping reduce machining 
cycle times. 

Click here to return to Contents 

E-Z-GO and Visiprise to Participate in New Product Introduction Event with IndustryWeek 
4 March 2008 

Visiprise, Inc. announced that it will sponsor an IndustryWeek-hosted online event titled “Launching the 
E-Z-GO Fleet Golf Car: Integrating Manufacturing Execution with New Product Introduction.” The 
free, online broadcast will take place on Thursday, March 6, 2008 at 2:00 p.m. EST. 

During this event E-Z-GO, a Textron Inc. company and a global leading manufacturer of golf cars and 
utility vehicles, will discuss the launch of the E-Z-GO RXV, representing a major step forward in golf 
car technology and the result of several years' design, mechanical, performance, ergonomic and safety 

http://www.marineusersmeeting.com/
http://www.textron.com/
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innovation. The event will further discuss how manufacturing execution systems (MES) and other 
technologies supported E-Z-GO’s new product introduction (NPI) objectives, including: 

�Analysis of real time manufacturing data to highlight areas in need of rapid improvement  

�Feeding Design For Manufacturing (DFM) programs with manufacturing fact-based data analysis for 
real-time and continuous launch improvements  

�Enabling a paperless environment to drive additional efficiencies throughout their new product 
engineering and manufacturing ramp-to-volume processes  

The panel for this event will include Julie Kentner, E-Z-GO's MES project manager, who will share how 
E-Z-GO approached the launch of its fleet golf car, integrating MES and other technologies with tested 
manufacturing processes to deliver an efficient and innovative product to the market. Rick Nordin, 
director of high tech industry business unit at Visiprise, will then discuss how E-Z-GO and other 
manufacturers can optimize their manufacturing processes through MES capabilities to increase new 
product launch frequency while reducing time-to-market.  

For more information and to register for the free webinar, please visit 
http://www.industryweek.com/EventDetail.aspx?EventID=490  

About E-Z-GO 

E-Z-GO, a Textron Inc. company, is a leading manufacturer of golf cars and utility vehicles. More than 
a maker of golf cars, E-Z-GO is also a leading provider of industrial, turf and utility vehicles for a 
variety of applications and industries. Products under the E-Z-GO flagship include the Shuttle Personnel 
Carrier, ST Trail Utility vehicles, and the Clays Car, the world’s first vehicle designed specifically for 
the sporting clays shooter. E-Z-GO also produces the Cushman line of heavy duty burden carriers. 

Founded in 1954 in Augusta Ga., E-Z-GO became part of Textron Inc. in 1960.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Save the Date! BlueCielo ECM Frontiers 2008 Americas – June 1-3, 2008, Coral Gables, Florida 
3 March 2008 

BlueCielo ECM Solutions (formerly Cyco Software) unveils that its next Americas user conference, 
BlueCielo ECM Frontiers 2008 Americas, will be held on June 1-3 at the historic Biltmore Hotel, Coral 
Gables, FL, USA. 

Integrity & Agility: Optimizing Your Processes for Managing Engineering Content is the theme for 
2008, which addresses the most pressing challenges many companies are facing in managing their 
engineering and asset information. 

Integrity – Organizations need to ensure the integrity of their engineering and asset information to help 
them increase operational efficiency, decrease lost production time and reduce the risk of non-
compliance. 

Agility – Today's fast-moving environment demands agility – the ability to do things quickly, constantly 
innovate, enhance existing processes, adapt to change and juggle multiple projects. Global agility is also 
increasingly vital, with numerous projects now carried out in a flat world. 

BlueCielo’s 2008 conference will revisit the Biltmore Hotel due to the fantastic response to and success 

http://www.visiprise.com/
http://www.industryweek.com/EventDetail.aspx?EventID=490
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with the location last year.  

BlueCielo customers and partners who attended in 2007 will remember a sneak preview of our exciting 
product roadmap, strategic sessions, case-studies, technical seminars, industry-specific breakouts and 
more, not forgetting golfing under the Florida sun, airboating on the Everglades, enjoying the ocean 
view from one of Miami's snazziest rooftop bars and touring the famed Art Deco District on South 
Beach. 

This year’s participants can look forward to a refreshed 2008 program and many other exciting 
highlights. 

Mark the dates in your calendar now! Full details will be available soon. Please check BlueCielo's 
website for updates.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Sequence CTO Frenkil Details Ultra-Low Leakage Power Strategy at DATE 
5 March 2008 

WHO:  Jerry Frenkil, Sequence Design CTO; Ken Choi, Illinois Institute of Technology; and Kimiyoshi 
Usami, Shibaura Institute of Technology  

WHAT:  DATE Tutorial: “Power Gating for Ultra-Low Leakage: Physics, Design, and Analysis.” For 
more information: http://www.date-conference.com.  

WHEN:  Monday, March 10, 09:30am  

WHERE:  Room E-1, ICM, DATE 2008 Conference, Munich, Germany.  

WHY: The demand for portable electronic devices continues to grow rapidly and has generated great 
interest in low-power design, which initially focused on controlling dynamic power consumption. 
However, the combination of wireless device operational characteristics and exponentially increasing 
leakage power in new processes motivated the development of leakage reduction techniques. Power 
gating has emerged as the most effective design technique for achieving ultra-low leakage power. This 
tutorial will provide detailed descriptions of the physics, motivations, benefits, challenges, techniques, 
methods, and tradeoffs associated with the design of power gated circuits.  

BACKGROUND: Sequence Design accelerates the ability of SoC designers to bring high-performance, 
power-aware ICs to market. For more information: http://www.sequencedesign.com.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Financial News 
IBM: Watchtower Has Received Necessary Regulatory Approvals in Relation to the Recommended 
Cash Offer to the Shareholders in Telelogic 
5 March 2008 

This Offer is not being made nor will any tender of shares be accepted from or on behalf of holders in 
any jurisdiction in which the making of the Offer or the acceptance of any tender of shares therein would 
not be made in compliance with laws of such jurisdiction. The Offer is not being made, directly or 

http://www.bluecieloecm.com/company/events/
http://www.date-conference.com/
http://www.sequencedesign.com/
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indirectly, in or into Australia, Canada, Japan or South Africa. The Offer is being treated in the United 
States as one to which the “Tier II” exemption mentioned in Rule 14d-1(d) under the U.S. Securities 
Exchange Act of 1934 is applicable. The press release has been published in Swedish and English. In the 
event that there are any differences between the language versions, the Swedish version shall prevail.  

International Business Machines Corporation (“IBM”), through its indirect wholly-owned subsidiary 
Watchtower AB (“Watchtower”) (previously Goldcup D 2933 AB), a Swedish private limited liability 
company, announced on June 11, 2007 a recommended public cash offer to the holders of all issued and 
outstanding shares in Telelogic AB (publ) (“Telelogic”), to tender all Telelogic shares to Watchtower 
(the “Offer”). The Offer has been unanimously recommended by the Board of Directors of Telelogic.  

The completion of the Offer is subject to fulfillment of the conditions set out in the offer document, 
including receipt of all necessary clearances, approvals and decisions from relevant competition 
authorities. Watchtower is pleased to confirm that it has today been informed of the European 
Commission’s decision, dated March 5, 2008, to approve the acquisition. The antitrust review process in 
the United States was successfully completed on October 2, 2007. No other antitrust clearances are 
required. Therefore, the condition regarding receipt of all necessary clearances, approvals and decisions 
from competition authorities has been fulfilled.  

As previously announced, the extended acceptance period under the Offer will expire on 17.00 (CET) on 
March 19, 2008. Provided that Watchtower announces that the conditions of the Offer have been 
satisfied or waived on March 27, 2008, settlement is expected to commence approximately one week 
thereafter.  

All other terms and conditions set out in the offer document, including conditions for completion of the 
Offer, continue to apply.  

The offer document in a Swedish and an English version and other information about the Offer is 
published on http://www.ibm.com/software/rational/welcome/telelogic/, on http://www.telelogic.com 
and on http://www.nordea.se/placera.  

Click here to return to Contents 

IFS Enters a New Phase – Plans to Double Product Revenue and Sets New Financial Goals 
3 March 2008 

IFS announced it is entering into a new phase of strengthened growth following an improved financial 
and competitive position in 2007, its third consecutive year of profitable growth. IFS' board of directors 
has established long-term targets for growth, profitability and financial leverage, and a policy in respect 
of dividends and repurchasing of shares. 

During the five-year period (2008-2012), IFS aims to: 

 Double product revenues (licenses, maintenance and support) by the end of the period through 

organic growth and acquisitions. Product revenue amounted to SKr 1,134 million in 2007, growing 

by 12%.  

http://www.ibm.com/software/rational/welcome/telelogic/
http://www.telelogic.com/
http://www.nordea.se/placera
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 Gradually improve the EBIT margin to 15% and a return of 25% on average operating capital at 

the end of the period. The EBIT margin amounted to 6% in 2007.  

 Over time increase dividends to 50% of earnings after tax. The board of directors proposes a 

dividend for 2008 of SKr 0.10 per share.  

 Use additional surplus capital, which is not required for investments, expansion and other needs 

relating to the financial position of the group, to repurchase shares. 

IFS has a strong financial position with net positive cash. With improved earnings and cash flow it will 
be possible to strengthen growth by additionally using debt in a controlled manner for acquisitions, 
preferably to be paid for in cash. Financial leverage, defined as net debt in relation to EBIT, shall not 
exceed 3 in the long term. Intended acquisitions are expected to be limited in number and size in the 
short term. 

Product revenue is expected to increase at a higher pace than consulting revenue and revenue from other 
sources as IFS intends to collaborate with partners to a greater extent in order to increase delivery 
capacity. 

Background and strategy for growth 

Between 2001 and 2005, IFS implemented actions to reduce cost and increase profitability. The actions 
included a greater focus on major customers in selected industries. In the short term, this focus resulted 
in lower revenue. Subsequently, revenue has increased. Growth in product revenue, which amounted to 
13% in 2006 and 12% in 2007, combined with a moderate increase in costs has resulted in improved 
earnings for IFS. 

The growth in product revenue mainly stems from a stronger position in capital-intensive sectors such as 
the defense, energy, communications, construction and process industries. Common to all these 
industries is the fact that logistics, service, asset management and certain forms of project-based 
manufacturing are central processes. IFS provides a modern, competitive product with deep 
functionality, good references and strong partnerships in these industries. 

IFS’ overall plan for the coming five-year period is to strengthen its presence in the industries and 
processes in which it already has a strong position. It will do so by focusing its marketing efforts, 
investing in product development, making acquisitions, and increasing its collaboration with industry 
partners. An increasingly large customer base within its targeted industries will lead to synergies and 
thereby contribute to enhanced profitability to a greater extent. 

To achieve economies of scale, IFS intends to acquire profitable companies with well-managed 
customer bases and recurring revenue in the form of maintenance and support fees. IFS has identified 
several companies that can constitute value-creating acquisitions within IFS’ targeted market sectors. 
These companies are to be found primarily in the Western hemisphere, but are often local and too small 
to efficiently conduct development and new sales in the long term. Acquisitions will enable synergies as 
parts of development, support and maintenance are moved offshore to low-cost countries—IFS is 
already represented in Sri Lanka with its largest development center numbering 550 employees—and 
because it will be possible to use IFS’ existing worldwide resources for sales, marketing and 
administration. Existing business applications used by acquired customers will be integrated in the long 
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term as their functionality is added to the IFS Applications product set. 

More information will be given at a telephone conference today, Monday, March 3rd at 11am CET. The 
conference will be hosted by Alastair Sorbie, President and CEO of IFS. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Implementation Investments 
Algar Plastics Selects Siemens PLM Software’s Solid Edge and CAM Express Solutions 
6 March 2008 

Siemens PLM Software announced Algar Plastics Canada Ltd., a manufacturer of point of purchase 
display systems, has selected Solid Edge® software and CAM Express™ software for its design and 
manufacturing needs. Algar purchased the software from Siemens PLM Software partner Designfusion.  

Algar Plastics is one of Canada's leading display and store fixture manufacturers, operating full plastic, 
metal, wood, vacuum form divisions encompassing more than 80,000 square feet of manufacturing 
facilities.  

“Solid Edge and CAM Express will enable us to move to 3D and reduce our rework and scrap,” said 
Barry Pokrass, vice president of engineering, Algar Plastics. “Solid Edge’s high-quality CAD renderings 
will allow us to improve our design review process. CAM Express enables us to leverage our investment 
in a new Haas 3-axis machine. Together this new software combination will help us enter new markets 
such as vacuum forming.” 

“Algar needed a 3D system that would ease their transition from 2D and provide strong sheet metal 
design,” said Kevin Johnstone, president, Designfusion. “Solid Edge’s ease of use and its integration 
with CAM Express were critical decision factors. They also wanted a CAD system from the same 
company (Siemens PLM Software) that develops the Parasolid modeler that is used across so many 
CAD/CAM/CAE applications worldwide.” 

“This win is further evidence of the value our Velocity Series products provide the SMB market in 
Canada,” said Phil Taylor, vice president, Canada operations, Siemens PLM Software. “Our partner, 
Designfusion, provides the highest level of customer service and responsiveness to our customers, which 
aligns with our goal of staying customer-focused.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Autodesk Honors Rutherford & Chekene for Integrated Project Delivery with Revit BIM Experience 
Award 
6 March 2008 

Autodesk, Inc. announced that Rutherford & Chekene (R&C), a San Francisco-based structural and 
geotechnical engineering firm, has been awarded a Revit BIM Experience Award for its use of building 
information modeling (BIM) to promote integration and collaboration across the extended building 
team. For more than two years, R&C has used Revit Structure software for design and collaborate on 
large technical institutional projects. Through its use of BIM, R&C is coordinating designs and 
improving visualization, analysis and documentation. This close collaboration helps the team identify 
issues early in the design phase. 

http://www.autodesk.com/
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"The use of the Revit platform for BIM has become a strong differentiator for Rutherford & Chekene in 
the marketplace," said David Bleiman, S.E., principal at Rutherford & Chekene. "By using Revit 
Structure, we are now recognized as the 'go to' structural engineering firm for BIM in Northern 
California with current BIM projects totaling over $3 billion dollars." 

While collaborating with EHDD Architects to design a new $65 million biomedical life sciences 
building for the University of California, Santa Cruz (UCSC), R&C was able leverage interoperable 
Revit Structure and Revit Architecture models to coordinate all design elements early in the design 
process. Sharing their Revit-based models for design coordination and clash detection resulted in a 
design process that worked to control building costs, schedules, and ultimately, outcomes. During the 
conceptual design of the project, R&C used Revit Structure to create four design options and used the 
link between Revit and ETABS, a structural analysis module, to analyze them. Once the analysis was 
completed, the Revit model was updated accordingly and allowed R&C and UCSC to make informed 
decisions at a very early stage in the project, reducing material waste and improving design quality and 
building performance. 

R&C also utilized the Revit platform to work closely with architectural firm Sasaki Associates on the 
design of a student activity center for California State University, Chico. The ability to reference both 
the Revit Architecture and Revit Structure models allowed all project stakeholders to visualize the 
complicated building. During a review of the facility's gymnasium, R&C used the 3D visualization 
features within Revit and the dynamic walkthrough feature of Autodesk NavisWorks to communicate 
the particular design approach, saving weeks of review time. The design team was also able to provide 
the Revit and NavisWorks models to the University's construction management department to 
incorporate into their BIM curriculum for students. 

"Rutherford & Chekene shares Autodesk's vision for BIM as the process to enable integrated project 
delivery," said Jay Bhatt, senior vice president, Autodesk AEC Solutions. "We look forward to further 
innovation from this industry-leading firm and their continued use of BIM to collaborate across their 
extended building team." 

Click here to return to Contents 

China Coal Research Institute Shanxi Coal Machinery Equipment Co., Ltd. Automates Product 
Information Processing with PTC® Pro/ENGINEER® 
5 March 2008 

PTC announced that China Coal Research Institute Shanxi Coal Machinery Equipment Co., Ltd. has 
achieved greater automation, improved accuracy and increased efficiency in its production sector using 
PTC Pro/ENGINEER, PTC’s integrated 3D CAD/CAM/CAE product design solution. Shanxi Coal 
Machinery Equipment licensed Pro/ENGINEER through PTC channel partner E-Tech Technology Co. 
Ltd. to enhance its overall product design process and capabilities.  

As a large-scale scientific research institution specializing in the development of coal mining equipment, 
the company’s R&D center is equipped with more than 470 scientific research personnel, specializing in 
design work. Its central laboratory is recognized as one of the 36 laboratory accreditation institutes in 
South America, Europe, South Africa, Asia-Pacific and other regions. The design department had 
historically relied on 2D CAD as its sole design software. With market developments, customers of 
Shanxi Coal Machinery Equipment are increasingly demanding personalized and co-developed product 
design. As a result, the use of traditional 2D design is no longer able to best meet the needs of the 

http://www.ptc.com/
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technology development. Therefore, Shanxi Coal Machinery Equipment decided to select a new design 
tool that could better satisfy customer needs and enhance design accuracy. After a comprehensive 
analysis of various mainstream MCAD solutions in the market, the company chose Pro/ENGINEER.  

“Using Pro/ENGINEER allows us to improve our productivity with greater automation and accuracy, 
thus enhancing our competitiveness in the industry, and establishing a solid foundation for our future 
development. In addition, E-Tech’s high quality after-sales and training service constitute the most 
important technical guarantee for our enterprise to successfully adopt Pro/ENGINEER,” said Mr. Zhi 
Wei Yan, Office Director of Shanxi Coal Machinery Equipment Co., Ltd.  

“By taking advantage of the powerful and easy to use capabilities of Pro/ENGINEER, such as 3D 
design, analysis, visualization and automation, our customers are able to increase core competitive 
capabilities in the market.” said Robert Kocis, divisional vice president, sales, PTC. “PTC is committed 
to helping customers like Shanxi Coal Machinery Equipment Co., Ltd., the leader in coal machinery 
equipment industry to realize their product automatic processing goals and enhance their productivity by 
using our overall product development solutions.”  

About Shanxi Coal Machinery Equipment Co., Ltd.  

China Coal Research Institute Taiyuan Branch (China Coal Research Institute Shanxi Coal Machinery 
Equipment Co., Ltd.) a large-scale scientific research institution specializing in the development of coal 
mining equipment. Over 40 years after the establishment, Taiyuan Branch has created a number of No.1 
in domestic coal mining equipment field. It has completed various research projects of more than 600 
items, including 460 national or international level leading research results, 180 state and provincial and 
ministerial awards, and more than 100 approved and authorized patents. Many products of the company 
have filled the gaps in the aspect of mine machinery. The promotion and application of these scientific 
products have played a significant role on pushing the development of China's coal industry.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Delcam’s ArtCAM JewelSmith Used to Decorate VIP Jaguar 
3 March 2008 

Delcam’s ArtCAM JewelSmith CADCAM software has been used to produce part of the decoration 
created by Arthus-Bertrand for a VIP-style Jaguar S-Type customised by Eric Fauriaux. This was a 
special project for the company to introduce its skills as a jeweller to the motor industry. The car was 
first exhibited at the Paris Tuning Show and has subsequently won many awards. 

Arthus-Bertrand was formed more than 100 years ago from an embroidery business and a bookshop that 
was also the official publisher of the Naval Ministry. Handed down from generation to generation, 
Arthus-Bertrand branched out from its initial business in military embroidery and ceremonial flags, into 
the design and manufacture of military and civilian badges, decorations and medals.  

Its involvement in badges and medals led Arthus-Bertrand to become one of the first ArtCAM 
customers in France; the company has been using the software since 1997. Since then, it has also 
purchased Delcam’s PowerMILL CAM system and the CopyCAD reverse engineering software to 
produce 3D models of high quality for processes such as rapid prototyping. The wide range of strategies 
covered by ArtCAM and PowerMILL helps Arthus-Bertrand machine all styles of design into any type 
of material. Thus, the company can work across a wide range of jewellery and engineering applications. 

For the ambitious project on the Jaguar S-Type, Arthus-Bertrand’s work consisted in adding several 
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hundreds pieces of paste jewellery on various parts of the bodywork. The designs were all created in 
ArtCAM JewelSmith, starting from digitized files of the different areas of the car.  

“One of the major advantages of using ArtCAM for this type of work is the ability to create very rapidly 
many different kinds of models,” said Patrick Chichportich from Arthus-Bertrand. “A single model can 
be adjusted as often as you wish to fit any shape on the car: knobs for the hand-break levers, tops of 
automatic gears, features on the console and so forth.” 

“ArtCAM JewelSmith allows us to scan our customers’ data very easily,” added Mr. Chichportich. “We 
can then model extra details very quickly. We can also guarantee the quality of our manufacturing by 
using the 3D simulation of the machining process.” 

All the machining, for both three- and four-axis machining, was generated from the Delcam CAM 
systems. The final stage in the project was to add the paste jewellery. This took a total of twenty hours to 
create the final masterpiece. 

Click here to return to Contents 

GOŠA FOM Equipment & Machinery Company a.d. Selects Siemens PLM Software as its Global 
PLM Provider 
6 March 2008 

Siemens PLM Software announced that GOŠA FOM Equipment & Machinery Company a.d, a leading 
machinery company in Serbia, selected Siemens PLM Software’s NXTM software and Solid Edge® 
software as its core product development platform to be deployed throughout all of its divisions. 

GOŠA FOM a.d. will use Siemens PLM Software’s digital product development software to replace all 
existing 2D software and transition to a 3D product design operation. 

“We were looking for a partner who understands our industry,” said Milan Simović, M.Sc.Mech.Eng. 
Design and Development director, GOŠA FOM a.d. “When we analyzed other suppliers, Siemens PLM 
Software was the clear winner. They proved that their software tools and approach would best fit our 
current needs for design as well as the future needs for managing all engineering data and processes. 
Siemens PLM Software and partner Industrial Technology Systems worked together to establish an 
excellent strategic relationship with us that’s valuable now and in the future.”  

GOŠA FOM a.d. was founded in 1923 with French and Serbian capital shares and is one of Serbia’s 
largest exporters. 

“The fact that the leading Serbian machinery company selected our software is confirmation of our 
strong presence in machinery industry in Europe,” said Greg Nutkins, vice president, Europe, Middle 
East and Africa Distributor Operations, Siemens PLM Software. “We look forward to helping GOŠA 
FOM a.d. transition to a 3D operation. This selection is proof positive that we are ready to help Serbian 
companies reach their goal of competing in today’s world market.”  

Click here to return to Contents 

Hartmarx Selects NGC's e¬-PLM and TPM Software for Product Lifecycle Management and Shop 
Floor Control 
3 March 2008 

http://www.siemens.com/plm
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NGC® (New Generation Computing®) announced that Hart Schaffner & Marx, a subsidiary of 
Hartmarx Corporation, a provider of upscale business, casual and golf apparel, is implementing NGC's 
e-PLM for Product Lifecycle Management and TPM (The Production Manager) for shop floor control.  

The company's selection of NGC software is a key part of Hartmarx's strategy to become a more agile, 
nimble organization and an even stronger partner with its retail customers. "Hart Schaffner & Marx is 
focused on helping our retailers bring increased value to their consumers and differentiate themselves in 
a very tough business climate," said Shouvik Dutta, Vice President of Information Technology, Hart 
Schaffner & Marx. "In order to achieve this, we are implementing more flexible, cost-effective and 
efficient business and IT processes to give us increased visibility and control of the product lifecycle." 

Hartmarx sought a vendor who could provide an apparel-specific PLM solution, as well as shop floor 
control software for the company's U.S. factories. NGC's e-PLM and TPM provided the out-of-the-box 
functionality and flexibility that Hartmarx required. "We wanted a PLM solution that would transform 
the product lifecycle and integrate to our enterprise ERP system," Dutta explained. "At the same time, 
we needed to gain much tighter control of the factory floor. With NGC, we can do both, enabling us to 
bring products to market in a much more timely and cost-effective manner." 

Benefits of NGC's software solutions include:  

• Shorter product lifecycle, faster speed to market. e-PLM and TPM will reduce product 
development cycle time through end-to-end visibility, improved collaboration and automated processes.  

• Easy integration with enterprise solutions. e-PLM and TPM fully integrate to Hartmarx's SAP® 
enterprise system - an important factor in Hartmarx's selection of NGC. This will provide Hartmarx with 
real-time visibility of data throughout the enterprise and allow the company to leverage the large volume 
of information in its ERP system.  

• Streamlined application portfolio. Hartmarx's selection of NGC software is part of the company's 
strategy to gain new efficiencies by replacing manual processes and homegrown software solutions with 
a core group of industry-leading solutions that are easier to manage and maintain. 

"Hartmarx has a proud history of quality, innovation and style, and NGC is pleased to work with 
Hartmarx to provide strategic software solutions for the company's ongoing success," said Alan Brooks, 
president, NGC. "The implementation is already underway, and we look forward to working with 
Hartmarx on a successful implementation."  

About Hartmarx 

Hartmarx produces and markets business, casual and golf apparel under its own brands, including Hart 
Schaffner Marx, Hickey Freeman, Palm Beach, Coppley, Monarchy, Manchester Escapes, Society 
Brand, Racquet Club, Naturalife, Pusser's of the West Indies, Brannoch, Sansabelt, Exclusively Misook, 
Barrie Pace, Eye, Christopher Blue, Pine IV, Wörn, One Girl Who, Zooey by alice heller and b.chyll. In 
addition, the Company has certain exclusive rights under licensing agreements to market selected 
products under a number of premier brands such as Austin Reed, Tommy Hilfiger, Burberry men's 
tailored clothing, Ted Baker, Bobby Jones, Jack Nicklaus, Claiborne, Pierre Cardin, Perry Ellis, Lyle & 
Scott, Golden Bear, Jag and Starington. The Company's broad range of distribution channels includes 
fine specialty and leading department stores, value-oriented retailers and direct mail catalogs. 

Click here to return to Contents 

http://www.ngcsoftware.com/


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 23 

IHC Merwede Selects Siemens PLM Software’s Solid Edge and Teamcenter Express 
6 March 2008 

Siemens PLM Software announced Dutch-based IHC Merwede, a global market leader in designing and 
building specialized dredging material and complex, custom-built offshore ships, has selected Solid 
Edge® software and Teamcenter® Express software to design customized ships in 3D.  

IHC Merwede employs approximately 2,000 people in nine different locations throughout The 
Netherlands and units in China, the United States, India, the Middle East, Russia and Singapore. 
Siemens PLM Software has been used at IHC Merwede for several years and in order to shift from 2D 
to 3D design, the company selected Solid Edge combined with Teamcenter Express, both products of 
the Velocity SeriesTM, Siemens PLM Software’s mid-market portfolio. Solid Edge is a hybrid 2D/3D 
design system and Teamcenter Express is a collaborative Product Data Management (cPDM) solution.  

3D design is now used by IHC Parts & Services, a business unit which designs and produces big 
dredging, complex installations and parts that are replaced often due to wear and tear, such as dredging 
ship pumps. Following the initial implementation, two more units, IHC Hytop and IHC Hydrohammer, 
will then begin implementing the software. 

“Our transition to 3D design is a strategic choice to minimize the error margin in designs,” said Daan 
Barendse, ICT coordinator CAD/CAM at IHC Merwede. “When designing complex components such as 
suction hoses, 3D software gives us the opportunity to see if everything fits exactly as it’s supposed to. 
With 2D design, a designer would have to convert the picture into 3D in his/her head. 

“Teamcenter Express’ primary advantage is the overview it offers and its full integration with Solid 
Edge – Teamcenter Express is the only PDM solution that fully integrates. In an uncontrolled 
environment, if one designer uses a part in construction and then changes the component, their colleague 
may be unable to see the adjustments. With Teamcenter Express this can be managed, because it 
precisely registers which component is used when and where. In Teamcenter Express components can 
easily be re-used, while they are protected against uncontrolled modifications.” 

“The selection by IHC Merwede speaks volumes to our success in the SMB marketplace and the ease of 
transitioning from 2D to 3D with our software,” said Paul Vogel, senior vice president and managing 
director, Europe, Middle East and Africa, Siemens PLM Software. “The collaborative tools we offer are 
critical for companies to be able to readily compete in the global environment in which we all live. IHC 
Merwede recognized this and acted quickly to take advantage of the edge this gives them.” 

About IHC Merwede  

IHC Merwede focuses on the continuous development of its design and construction activities for the 
specialised shipbuilding sector, in particular the dredging and offshore industries. IHC Merwede is a 
global market leader in the construction of specialist dredging equipment and complex custom-built 
offshore vessels. The clients of IHC Holland Merwede include major dredging companies, oil and gas 
exploration groups, offshore contractors and government authorities. 

IHC Merwede has a staff of approximately 2,000 at its locations in Hardinxveld-Giessendam, 
Kinderdijk, Krimpen aan den IJssel, Sliedrecht, Apeldoorn, Delfgauw, Goes, Hendrik Ido Ambacht and 
Heusden. There are also branches in China, Houston (USA), India, the Middle East, Russia and 
Singapore. 

Click here to return to Contents 
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InterDesignTechnologies Selects D-Cubed 3D DCM for Mechatronics Simulation 
5 March 2008 

Siemens PLM Software and InterDesign Technologies, Inc. of Tokyo, a leading provider of design 
solutions for embedded systems and system-on-chips, announced the use of the D Cubed™ 3D 
Dimensional Constraint Manager (3D DCM) constraint solver in InterDesign’s Vmech® mechatronics 
simulator. 

Mechatronic systems are electo-mechanical devices driven by control software such as industrial robots, 
DVD players and digital cameras. Vmech accelerates the development of mechatronic systems, 
especially the control software, by simulating the mechanisms with which the control software interacts. 
Using such virtual prototypes at an early stage of the development cycle enables engineers to minimize 
the costs and risks associated with the development of expensive physical prototypes. 

“We wanted a proven 3D constraint solver that would be easy to integrate in our application to 
characterize the linkages in a virtual mechanism, define its degrees of freedom and drive a motion 
simulation,” said Shoichi Motohashi, Senior Manager, Virtual Mechatronics Division of InterDesign 
Technologies, Inc. “The 3D DCM was the ideal solution, enabling Vmech to model accurately and 
reliably the behavior of the mechanisms in various control software scenarios. Furthermore, the 3D 
DCM is backed by Siemens PLM Software, a stable and trusted supplier of software components to the 
Japanese CAD, CAM, CAE and PLM marketplace over many years.” 

“Mechatronics simulation unifies mechanical and electronic control processes in a sophisticated virtual 
prototype, demanding the most innovative and reliable software technologies,” said Bruce Feldt, vice 
president of Open Tools for Siemens PLM Software. “InterDesign Technologies’ selection of the 3D 
DCM is the latest in a long line of endorsements of our component technologies and we are pleased that 
our solutions are supporting their innovations in this field.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Many Companies in PLM Market’s Fastest Growing Segment Select Siemens PLM Software’s 
Velocity Series 
6 March 2008 

Siemens PLM Software announced new customers around the globe who have selected products from its 
Velocity Series™ portfolio. 

Siemens PLM Software’s Velocity Series portfolio is a preconfigured portfolio of digital product design, 
analysis, manufacturing and data management software for the PLM mid-market.  

“The mid-market is still the fastest growing market segment in the PLM space and these wins illustrate 
our continued leadership in the segment as companies select our portfolio repeatedly over competitors,” 
said David Shirk, executive vice president, Marketing, Siemens PLM Software. “These new customers 
represent both small and medium sized businesses and come from a variety of industries around the 
world.”  

“In the past, we used to think of PLM as a tool for the engineering departments of the 'big boys,'” said 
Joe Barkai, practice director, Product Lifecycle Strategies Manufacturing Insights, an IDC Company. 
“But more and more smaller companies are using PLM not only because they are required to do so by 
their customers, but also because PLM tools are becoming more accessible, and easier to implement and 
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use; all at a lower total cost of ownership. The growth of PLM investment in the SMB market has 
accelerated over the last several years and is now outpacing the overall PLM market." 

SMB customers implement Siemens PLM Software’s Velocity Series 

Siemens PLM Software today announced the following new customers for its Velocity Series portfolio, 
several of which selected the company’s software over competitors: 

� The UK Science and Technology Facilities Council, one of Europe's largest multidisciplinary 
research organizations supporting scientists and engineers worldwide, signed a five-year contract with 
Cutting Edge Solutions Ltd, a leading solution partner in the UK. The contract includes Solid Edge®, 
CAM ExpressTM, Teamcenter® Express, Femap® and NX® software for at least 160 users. 

� IHC Merwede (the Netherlands), a global leader in designing and building specialized dredging 
material and complex, custom-built offshore ships, has selected Solid Edge and Teamcenter Express 
software to shift from 2D to 3D design (See separate release) 

� Algar Plastics (Canada), a manufacturer of point of purchase display systems, has selected Solid Edge 
and CAM Express for its design and manufacturing needs. (See separate release) 

� Verhoeven Oss B.V. (the Netherlands), custom-made materials handling and conveyor technology 
manufacturer, has standardized on Teamcenter Express cPDM.  

G & H Tool & Die Inc. (Union City, Tenn.), a mid-tier tool and die/special machine and fixture supplier 
to the automotive and consumer appliance industry, purchased Solid Edge software and CAM Express 
software to decrease time associated with stamping/machine design and repair, along with the need for 
3D machining capabilities. 

Kunming Precision Mechanics Institute (China), a leading provider of precision instruments in China, 
purchased Solid Edge to shorten design cycle time and improve product quality. Solid Edge's ability to 
protect the company’s investment in legacy data and its embedded analysis solution, Femap Express 
software, helped them make the final decision to select Siemens PLM Software’s solution. 

Océ Display Graphics Systems (Richmond, BC, Canada), a leading developer of production large format 
digital printing and imaging systems, will use Teamcenter Express as its cPDM system for CAD data 
management and document management. 

Burgmann Industries GmbH & Co. KG (Germany), one of the world’s leading seal manufacturers, will 
implement Solid Edge for the 3D development of its products and Teamcenter for product data 
management and data integration into its ERP system. 

For information about Velocity Series products, visit www.siemens.com/velocity 

Click here to return to Contents 

Nordic Windpower Adopts Arena PLM to Accelerate Rollout of Advanced Turbines in the U.S. and 
Abroad 
5 March 2008 

Arena Solutions announced that Nordic Windpower Ltd. has implemented Arena PLM to accelerate the 
domestic and international rollout of its advanced two-bladed utility-scale wind turbines, helping 
countries meet their green energy needs and protect the environment. The company will rely upon Arena 
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PLM to help it hit product launch goals, ensure product data integrity, and collaborate with its contract 
manufacturing partners around the world.  

“Electricity generation is one of the largest industrial polluters, so we’re trying to make clean, 
sustainable wind power a more viable alternative by bringing down the cost. Because our wind turbines 
respond to load flexibly, rather than rigidly, they are more reliable and require less maintenance than 
three-bladed models. They weigh less, so they also cost less to produce, and by using Arena PLM, we’ll 
be able to further reduce our costs from design through manufacturing. Arena PLM streamlines 
processes and eliminates potentially costly errors before they occur. We pass these lower costs onto our 
customers,” said Greg Mead, vice president of manufacturing and operations at Nordic Windpower. 
“Using Arena PLM means virtually no support costs, which allows us to stay focused on taking wind 
power technology to the next level, ultimately expanding the production, distribution and global use of 
wind-based renewable energy.”  

Nordic Windpower selected Arena PLM over other competitive options for its cost, capabilities and on-
demand (SaaS) delivery model. Arena PLM can be implemented without increasing headcount, IT 
expenses, or other operating costs. By using Arena’s free trial program, Nordic Windpower realized that 
Arena PLM is faster, easier and less expensive to deploy than traditional software options. Since all 
customer data is hosted by Arena and protected by the same type of high-powered security system used 
by major financial institutions, Nordic Windpower can focus on delivering innovative new turbines to 
their customers rather than costly IT maintenance.  

“We’re pleased to stand behind companies like Nordic Windpower who are not only bringing innovative 
technologies to market, but reducing negative impact on the earth,” said Craig Livingston, chief 
executive officer at Arena Solutions. “By using on-demand Arena PLM to manage critical information, 
Nordic Windpower will lower its dependence on email, telephone conversations, and spreadsheets, 
ultimately reducing errors. As an emerging company, it will be more effective in meeting its goals of 
delivering product to market on time and on budget.”  

Click here to return to Contents 

Penske Races To Win at Daytona 500 With PTC® Pro/ENGINEER® 
4 March 2008 

PTC announced its partnership with Penske Racing, whose cars are designed and developed using 
Pro/ENGINEER, as the team claimed 1st and 2nd place at the 50th running of the Daytona 500 on 
February 17, 2008. Ryan Newman captured the checkered flag in the No. 12 Alltel Dodge, while Kurt 
Busch helped push his teammate to victory in the No. 2 Miller Lite car for Penske Racing.  

The pressure to find a competitive edge in racing is intense, with the slightest design modification 
shaving crucial seconds off a driver’s time. Penske had recently standardized Pro/ENGINEER to help its 
racing teams stay ahead of the curve. Penske uses Pro/ENGINEER for chassis design, engine program 
development, motion simulation of suspension components, aerodynamic surfacing and rapid 
prototyping for wind tunnel models.  

“PTC congratulates Roger Penske, Penske Racing and the Penske Technology Group on achieving their 
first Daytona 500 win,” said Iain Michel, vice president, business development, PTC. “Technology plays 
an increasingly significant role in helping racing teams to achieve the razor thin performance 
improvements that make the difference in crossing the finish line first. We’re pleased Penske was able to 
achieve these results with cars designed and developed with Pro/ENGINEER.”  
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Pentair Processes Flow Faster with Dassault Systèmes 
3 March 2008 

Dassault Systèmes (DS) announced that Pentair Water Group, one of the world’s largest suppliers of 
products for moving, treating, storing and enjoying water, has implemented ENOVIA SmarTeam’s 
product lifecycle management software with multi-CAD and multi-site capabilities to create a single 
collaborative PLM data management environment across twelve sites worldwide. With ENOVIA 
SmarTeam, Pentair has cut product design cycles by as much as 50 percent, while maintaining secure 
and instantaneous data access across its global operations.  

Pentair Water Group chose ENOVIA SmarTeam to address its top needs: a collaborative 3D design 
system supporting multiple sites, a unified approach to workflow processes, and a centralized data 
repository with a common model.  

“Simplifying our data sources provides a direct benefit to our data consumers, including our overseas 
manufacturing sites in China and Mexico, which was a primary goal of this effort,” explains Carlos 
Moreno, Pentair Water’s PLM Systems Manager. Moreno wanted multi-accessible data, because it 
would reduce Pentair’s business risks and lower the overhead involved in meeting its quality standards. 
“In the end, SmarTeam‘s multi-site capability is what got everyone on board, as the ability to interact 
was very appealing. ENOVIA SmarTeam’s ability to work seamlessly with multiple CAD systems 
including SolidWorks, Pentair’s top choice for 3D engineering design, was another clear advantage.”  

Dassault Systèmes reseller InFlow Technology, which specializes in PLM strategy and implementation, 
was instrumental to this effort. By partnering with Pentair and working as an extension of its team and 
also as its worldwide integrator, InFlow’s technical leadership and accumulated experience helped make 
a single vision and approach to this project a reality, a critical factor to its success.   

Click here to return to Contents 

PrimeYield LCC Enables Litho-Clean Tapeout for LG Electronics HDTV Application Chipset 
3 March 2008 

Synopsys, Inc. announced that LG Electronics (LGE) has successfully discovered and fixed lithography 
hotspots in its HDTV application chipset using Synopsys' PrimeYield LCC (lithography compliance 
checker). The HDTV application chipset, a high-volume design on TSMC 65nm technology, is intended 
for use in high-definition television. PrimeYield LCC enables designers to avoid having to either respin 
their designs due to missing litho hotspots or rely on a post-tapeout foundry service that could take one 
to four weeks to perform the litho verification. 

To accurately flag critical hotspots, PrimeYield LCC utilizes encrypted manufacturing information from 
the foundry. Using this information together with Synopsys' Proteus optical proximity correction (OPC) 
technology, PrimeYield LCC creates a "virtual fab" to provide fast and accurate results on the designer's 
desktop. In addition to flagging litho- hotspot results in a format similar to design rule checking (DRC), 
PrimeYield LCC provides correction guidance to the Synopsys IC Compiler place-and-route solution. 

This auto-correction link between PrimeYield LCC and IC Compiler was the key to LG Electronics' 
selection of PrimeYield LCC. According to Woo-Hyun Paik, vice president of LG Electronics, System 
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IC Business Unit, "As a longtime customer, we're familiar with the benefits of Synopsys' physical 
design products. With PrimeYield LCC, we were able to extend those benefits into manufacturing to 
deliver a zero-defect design to the foundry." 

"PrimeYield LCC extends DRC by performing accurate and foundry-qualified lithography checks," said 
Antun Domic, Synopsys senior vice president and Implementation Group general manager. "The 
successful use of PrimeYield LCC for high-volume chips such as the LGE HDTV application chipset is 
a testament to the tool's value in avoiding litho-induced design respins." 

Click here to return to Contents 

Seawell Limited Selects AVEVA PDMS for UK Operations 
3 March 2008 

AVEVA announced that Seawell Limited has selected AVEVA PDMS for use at its new engineering 
offices which opened in Blyth, Northumberland, UK in September 2007. Seawell is 80% owned by 
Seadrill, the international offshore drilling contractor that provides drilling and well services. 

Seawell's new offices in the North East of England will support the expanding UK and Norwegian 
workloads. The capability and performance of AVEVA Global, a workshare tool that allows for multi-
location working, plus the availability of a trained, competent local workforce made AVEVA PDMS 
and the North East the best choices for Seawell.  

Steve Crackett, Seawell Limited said: 

"The Norwegian operations have successfully used AVEVA PDMS on various StatoilHydro offshore oil 
platform upgrade projects for over two years and our ability to support them with highly trained local 
personnel has enabled us now to establish our PDMS team in the UK.  

"The current buoyant market in the Norwegian oil and gas sector for extending the field life of older 
installations means that we have plans to expand our team throughout this year and into the future. With 
AVEVA technology we have proved that we can support the Norwegian operations despite geographical 
challenges. 

"This enables our business to maximise the use of PDMS as the most productive tool for our engineering 
design work, not just in terms of design productivity but also in the ability we have to move the work 
and not the people, a key differentator for us to execute projects flexiblyacross our sites."  

Martin Yeomans, Executive Vice President, WEMEA said: 

"When we developed AVEVA Global 10 years ago, we knew of the impact that this would have on the 
mega oil and gas projects that were starting to come on-line at that time. Today, after 10 years of proven 
global project execution, AVEVA Global offers ever increasing flexibility, presenting the AVEVA 
PDMS client base with ever more options for simple, managed, controlled multi-location project 
execution. The Seawell configuration shows that this capability is as applicable to brownfield 
engineering projects as it is new build." 

Together with partners, Seadrill has 37 drilling units, of which 13 units are under construction. Seawell's 
core business is platform drilling, engineering and well intervention services.  

Click here to return to Contents 
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Siemens AG Selects 3D JT Data Format as Global Standard for Long-Term Data Retention 
3 March 2008 

Siemens PLM Software announced that the Siemens CIO Global Forum, the governing body at Siemens, 
has approved the 3D JT data format for the long-term data retention of product information throughout 
its entire global enterprise. The company selected JT over all other relevant data formats after a 
comprehensive evaluation. 

The decision marks Siemens AG’s first global standardization of Siemens PLM Software technology 
since the company acquired Siemens PLM Software – formerly known as UGS – in May 2007. 

“Siemens, like all leading global corporations, utilizes technology and services from many providers. 
While Siemens has clearly committed to PLM industry leadership with our solutions, we understand that 
its internal needs will always be driven by the Siemens business strategy and requirements as well as its 
culture of technology openness,” said Tony Affuso, chairman and CEO of Siemens PLM Software. 
“Therefore, while the JT evaluation took place well before our acquisition, we are particularly gratified 
by this decision because it serves as the latest validation of the superiority of our JT technology.” 

Widely adopted and versatile 

Siemens AG is comprised of a wide variety of self-governed business units that produce a diverse set of 
products for multiple industries. This diversity creates a heterogeneous landscape of product 
development software applications that produce 3D product information in multiple data formats. As a 
result, the company needed a common and flexible format that was compatible with all of its various 3D 
systems so that product data could be accurately retained and retrieved over time. The ability to facilitate 
the potential consolidation of its product development software applications in the future was also a 
significant consideration. 

“Long-term data retention is of vital importance to Siemens, so we needed to ensure the common format 
we selected was a widely adopted, open and published standard that could precisely represent the 
extensive range of our product geometry and specifications, yet still employ a reasonably small file size 
for speed and efficiency,” said Reinhold Achatz, head of Siemens Corporate Research and 
Technologies. “After several years of experience with all of the primary 3D formats, we conducted a 
thorough evaluation of each one based on a wide variety of critical criteria. JT emerged as the clear 
choice over all others due in part to its superior versatility and its de facto standard status in key 
industries we serve. JT’s robust and flexible capabilities can address the broadest spectrum of needs for 
not only Siemens but also for any manufacturing organization.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Singapore Institute of Technical Education incorporates AVEVA Marine Solutions 
6 March 2008 

AVEVA will provide the Institute of Technical Education (ITE), Singapore, with the latest AVEVA 
Marine solutions for use in its Higher National ITE Certificate (Higher Nitec) engineering courses. This 
will be the second AVEVA solution to be incorporated into ITE's curriculum: AVEVA PDMS has been 
incorporated into the curriculum since 2000.  

ITE students will be offered hands-on experience using AVEVA Marine solutions. In their 4th semester, 
they will get the opportunity to put their skills into practice during a 3-month industrial placement at 
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shipyards using AVEVA Marine solutions. 

This initiative is part of a broader AVEVA programme to address the global skills shortage within the 
engineering industry; and reinforces AVEVA's commitment to training graduates to deliver higher value 
to employers from day one.  

Linda Wong, Section Head for Mechanical & Electrical Engineering Design at the School of 
Engineering, ITE College Central said: 

"As a majority of the world's top 50 shipbuilders run AVEVA Marine solutions, our graduates will be 
readily employable by shipyards and other supporting companies that provide services for the repair, 
fabrication, and refurbishment of all types of vessels and offshore structures in the marine and offshore 
industries."  

Ms Wong continues:  

"Graduates will also have plenty of academic progression opportunities and may apply for polytechnic 
courses. They will have an upper hand when applying, as AVEVA Marine solutions are also used in 
polytechnics."  

Peter Finch, President, AVEVA Asia Pacific, said:  

"Design technology has become an integral part of shipbuilding, from creation of hulls and outfitting 
using digital tools to global project collaboration through the internet. AVEVA is committed to 
developing the next generation to help meet growing worldwide demand for manpower in the marine 
and offshore industries." 

Click here to return to Contents 

Telelogic Signs Record 14.7 MEUR Group Agreement with the EADS Group 
6 March 2008 

Telelogic announced that the European Aeronautic Defense and Space Company (EADS) a global 
leader in aerospace, defense and related services has signed a corporate five-year license, maintenance 
and service agreement with a record value for Telelogic of 14.7 MEUR. This agreement includes the 2.5 
MEUR agreement press released by Telelogic on December 20, 2007. This is the biggest contract ever 
signed in Telelogic´s history. A large portion of the agreement relates to maintenance revenue. 

The new agreement was negotiated within the frame of the EADS corporate initiative PHENIX (Product 
Lifecycle Management (PLM) Harmonization for ENhanced Integration and eXcellence) and includes 
and expands all pre-existing contracts between EADS Divisions and Telelogic. Within PHENIX, the 
company standardizes its requirements definition, analysis and management processes using a backbone 
solution built upon Telelogic DOORS®. 

"Requirements Management represents one of several key technical areas of focus in PHENIX. EADS 
not only needed an industry supplier who understands the challenges faced in customer/supplier 
relationships in the aerospace and defense markets, but also a strategic partner offering a strong and 
tailored product portfolio" said Jean-Yves Mondon, Head of the PHENIX program. "Telelogic solutions 
and business approach satisfies both of these needs." 

"We are very pleased to have signed this deal with EADS and we appreciate their recognition of our 
ability to strategically support the PHENIX Program," said Anders Lidbeck, President and CEO of 
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Telelogic. "The agreement further strengthens our relationship with a global leader in the aerospace and 
defense industry and this is another endorsement of Telelogic´s ability to deliver against the business 
goals of this most demanding market." 

Click here to return to Contents 

Thales Alenia Space Satellites Blast Off with Technology from Dassault Systèmes 
3 March 2008 

Dassault Systèmes (DS) announced that Thales Alenia Space, a leading European designer and 
manufacturer of satellites for telecommunications, defense, navigation and Earth observation, is 
studying the implementation of an advanced system combining Dassault Systèmes’ 3DVIA Composer 
with the 2007 Microsoft Office system and Microsoft Office SharePoint Server 2007 that improves its 
satellite assembly processes. 

“A key challenge for us is to combine written and 3D information and instructions for use on the clean-
room assembly floor,” said Pierre Lipsky, satellite assembly director, Thales Alenia Space. “The 
combination of 3DVIA Composer and Office 2007 should make it possible to create composite 
documents managed by Office SharePoint Server 2007 and to use that knowledge during the actual 
assembly process. This will help to reduce errors in assembly and should improve future products by 
capturing knowledge during manufacturing that can be integrated into future products.”  

“We are thrilled to see SharePoint Products and Technologies deployed for use in world-class quality 
processes,” said Thomas Rizzo, director of SharePoint at Microsoft. “The innovations that our partners 
such as Dassault Systèmes bring to market on top of our platform are a fulfillment of our vision for 
SharePoint Server 2007 and the 2007 Office system as the heart of productivity infrastructure.”  

Thales Alenia Space, with manufacturing at 11 sites in France, Italy, Spain and Belgium, is constantly 
improving its systems to permit it to offer its customers higher levels of quality and shorter lead times to 
delivery. Enhancing its already rigorous manufacturing methods using the most advanced technology 
available is a core way to achieve these improvements.  

3DVIA Composer, a desktop-content creation system for reusing digital product definition data to 
publish product documentation, and the 2007 Office system are a natural combination for customers like 
Thales Alenia Space who need to harness the power of 3D information to improve fundamental 
processes like product assembly, service, customer support, marketing and manufacturing. Such a 
system will offer flexibility, capability and ease of implementation by operating at the intersection of 
basic business processes and the knowledge workers who manage those processes. Every step is 
described in the composite documentation with text and 3D and can be accessed at anytime, from any 
application thanks to 3D XML.  

For example, at Thales Alenia Space, any issues discovered in the actual assembly procedures can be 
instantly described on a Tablet PC in the clean-room using the 3DVIA Composer-created content. The 
implementation of an Office 2007 application link to that process should allow that knowledge to be 
shared with the entire team via Office SharePoint Server 2007. Deployment of this system should be fast 
and easy because of users’ familiarity with desktop content-creation tools like Microsoft Office Word 
and 3DVIA Composer, and Office SharePoint Server’s rapid site development system.  

“Thales Alenia Space’s customers are demanding ever-shorter delivery times while simultaneously 
demanding product perfection when deployed in Earth orbit,” said Bruno Delahaye, vice president, 

http://www.3ds.com/
http://www.3dvia.com/
http://www.thalesaleniaspace.com/


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 32 

sales, 3DVIA Enterprise Products, Dassault Systèmes. “We are pleased to have been able to provide the 
technology and to have worked with Microsoft to deliver this innovative and compelling system to 
Thales Alenia Space.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Vendor Docs Management and Global Collaboration on Singapore Oil Terminal 
4 March 2008 

Aconex has streamlined document management and facilitated global collaboration on the Helios 
Terminal fuel bunker development in Singapore.  

McConnell Dowell, the main contractor on the project, used Aconex to streamline their document 
review processes and collaborate with more than 70 external organizations. Over the project’s first 15 
months, more than 400 internal and external team members used the system to manage 46,000 
documents and 24,000 pieces of project mail.  

The project involved the construction of a 450,000 cubic meter oil storage terminal. The bunker is 
located on Jurong Island’s petroleum hub and comprises 18 oil production tanks.  

Through using Aconex, McConnell Dowell was able to manage their tendering and procurement 
documentation electronically. The system enabled them to create, distribute and access tenders through 
one online platform, which significantly reduced the time needed to manage the process for McConnell 
Dowell and streamlined submission procedures for suppliers.  

Jonathan Scott, Engineering Manager at McConnell Dowell, said: “The main use of Aconex was during 
procurement, where we needed to control a huge amount of documentation. About $55 million was 
spent purchasing equipment and materials and we had to manage drawings, data sheets, specifications, 
maintenance manuals, quality documents, certificates and records for each item. Aconex handled this 
perfectly.”  

Using Aconex to manage and track vendor docs was particularly beneficial when working with 
international organizations.  

Scott said: “We primarily used Aconex for collaborating with our subcontractors and suppliers,” said 
Scott. “If the purchase order was in excess of about $50,000, we’d insist they use Aconex. We had 
suppliers in France, Germany, the UK, Korea, Australia and Singapore, so managing this online with 
Aconex speeds up the submission and approval process by cutting paper transmittals. The result is much 
less work at our end and, because everything is traceable, it’s foolproof.”  

Aconex maintains a full archive of documents and project mail, with audit trails of each transaction. As 
well as managing risks, McConnell Dowell found that this helped minimize the impact when people left 
the project, making it easier for newcomers to get up to speed.  

Scott added: “In the past we’ve had issues losing information and knowing which document is the latest 
version. These things always happen, but with Aconex we can be sure that when we look at a document, 
it’s the current revision. There’s a big turnover of staff, so it’s a real benefit that everything is easy to 
find.”  

McConnell Dowell (MCD) is an engineering, construction and maintenance company with business 
units in civil and marine, mechanical, electrical, pipelines, tunneling and underground services.  
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Product News 
Ansoft Releases Nexxim v4 and Ansoft Designer v4 
7 March 2008 

Ansoft Corporation has released new versions of Nexxim®, the company’s high-capacity circuit 
simulation software, and Ansoft Designer®, its integrated schematic and design management software. 
The products include new statistical analysis and transient simulation capabilities that allow engineers to 
simulate high-speed serial channel behavior. This eliminates prototype iterations that require expensive 
test equipment and multiple spins that delay time-to-market.  

Modern electronic products use gigabit-speed serial links to move large quantities of digital data across 
today’s telecommunication, high-definition video, gaming and data storage systems. Ansoft’s 
electromagnetic modeling and advanced circuit simulation are essential for designing these data links. 
Serial link standards, such as PCI Express, Serial ATA, Gigabit Ethernet and HDMI have very stringent 
accuracy requirements, allowing only one bit in billions to be in error. Previous methods for simulating 
link performance required long simulation times to capture these low bit error rates (BERs). The new 
technologies give engineers methods to rapidly predict system-level performance with eye diagram plots 
and BER curves.  

Nexxim v4 features VerifEye™, a new methodology for eye analysis of serial links using statistical 
methods that maintain accuracy while offering major reductions in run time compared to conventional 
transient methods. These statistical transient analysis tools represent the most practicable means to test 
for the low bit error rates needed by today’s multi-Gb/s channel designers.  

Nexxim v4 also features QuickEye™, a new Ansoft-only fast eye diagram analysis method that allows 
input of very long, user-defined bit streams. This analysis allows engineers to identify specific bit 
sequences that cause bit errors.  

Additionally, Nexxim v4 features new mixed system-level behavioral simulation with transistor-level 
transient simulation. This hybrid integration enables designers to simulate a complete system consisting 
of various levels of abstraction much more quickly than in simulators that operate at only the transistor 
level.  

Ansoft Designer v4 features a new “push excitation” feature and enhanced dynamic links to Nexxim and 
to Ansoft’s leading electromagnetic field simulation tools HFSS™, SIwave™ and Q3D Extractor®. 
These products combine to allow engineers to accurately predict signal integrity effects and EMI/EMC 
performance of advanced electronic systems, including gigabit communication channels, multi-function 
high-speed wireless systems and sophisticated microwave systems.  

Availability  

For more information on Nexxim v4 and Ansoft Designer v4, visit http://www.ansoft.com. The products 
are currently available on PCs running Microsoft Windows® XP Professional, Server 2003 and Vista 
Business. A release for the Linux and Solaris operating systems will follow shortly. For more 
information on product pricing and availability, please contact your nearest Ansoft office.  

Click here to return to Contents 

http://www.ansoft.com/
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CollabNet Virtualization Offering Cuts IT Infrastructure Costs By Half 
4 March 2008 

CollabNet announced version 1.5 of CollabNet Centralized & Unified Build, Integration, Test (CUBiT). 
CUBiT simplifies software development through real-time creation and management of virtualized build 
and test environments for globally distributed teams. Unlike generic virtualization solutions, CUBiT 
provisions both virtualized and physical servers while bringing significant advantages such as the 
versioning and central management of system configurations from development to test and deployment. 
This minimizes the risk for configuration errors between the different stages. 

IT operations traditionally focus on running data center and production servers, ignoring the needs of 
development teams and unwittingly enabling server sprawl. CUBiT cuts development infrastructure 
costs by half by enabling IT operations and the development organization to dynamically provision 
pools of servers for testing software instead of purchasing and maintaining servers in-house specifically 
for this purpose. Thus, organizations can maximize the usage of what would be costly internal systems. 
Typically, development organizations maintain three servers per software engineer to support the 
software development lifecycle – coding, build, integration and testing. CUBiT’s on-demand model 
helps organizations reduce these infrastructure costs by up to 51 percent. 

Integrated with CollabNet’s software development platform, CUBiT is the industry's first multi-site 
development environment to incorporate the build and test phases of a software project into the 
application development lifecycle. CUBiT is also integrated with the CollabNet Desktop for Eclipse, 
enabling developers to access servers allocated to their development projects without leaving the Eclipse 
environment. The service supports multiple deployment scenarios – direct access, isolated access or 
mixed – which is helpful for creating a closed loop between application development, build, test and 
staging.  

“Build and test is the last mile in the application lifecycle. The rapid delivery of products to the market 
is reliant on the testing process, which explains why companies continue unabated spending on servers 
for build and test environments,” said Bill Portelli, CEO of CollabNet. “Our customers credit CUBiT 
with enabling breakthrough innovations because of their smart approach in the various aspects of the 
application lifecycle. CUBiT extends CollabNet’s distributed development expertise to the data center 
and the virtualization efforts behind building and testing software, enabling our customers to reduce 
spending on infrastructure and redistribute resources to other development efforts.” 

CUBiT 1.5 is available immediately. A three minute video preview of CUBiT is accessible at 
http://www.collab.net/products/cubit/cubit-preview.html.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Dassault Systèmes Unveils Dymola 7.0 
3 March 2008 

Dassault Systèmes (DS) announced that Dynasim, the leader in Modelica-based multi-domain systems 
modeling and simulation solutions, released Dymola 7.0, the latest version of its product suite. 
Highlights of this new version include the support of Modelica 3.0, the latest version of the object-
oriented modeling language for complex physical systems, as well as support of the new Modelica 
Standard Library 3.0.  

“I am delighted that Dynasim is already supporting Modelica 3.0 with its new Dymola 7.0 products”, 

http://www.collab.net/products/cubit/cubit-preview.html
http://www.3ds.com/
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said Prof. Dr.-Ing. Martin Otter, German Aerospace Center (DLR), Institute of Robotics and 
Mechatronics, and chairman of the Modelica Association. “Modelica 3.0 was released in September 
2007, introducing significant evolutions in the language specifications to better address industrial needs 
for the development and maintenance of larger and detailed, highly realistic models while enabling high-
performing error diagnostics. The Modelica community is expanding and investing heavily to develop 
new Modelica libraries. During the three-year ITEA2 EUROSYSLIB project, initiated by DS and DLR, 
and involving 20 partners, more than 100 man-years will be spent on developing model libraries in 
Modelica.”  

The Dymola 7.0 release features key enhancements that take large multi-domain modeling and 
simulation to a new level of performance and accuracy:  

• Improved model lifecycle management capabilities with the support of the Modelica 3.0 language. 
Modeling through component reuse is enhanced and simplified thanks to new local balancing between 
variables and equations. In addition, the requirement for plug compatibility enables customers to 
experiment with different model variants and levels of details reliably.  

• New and extended model libraries with support of the new Modelica Standard Library 3.0 including 
electrical, mechanical, thermal and control components and model libraries from partners for automotive 
powertrain, flexible bodies, vehicle dynamics, electric drives and air-conditioning systems.  

“Dymola 7.0 is a significant step in providing a scalable modeling and simulation solution for complex 
products involving many engineering disciplines,” said Dr Hilding Elmqvist, founder and CEO, 
Dynasim AB. “The combination of extensive, multi-discipline libraries based on the open Modelica 
language and the numerous improvements brought by Dymola 7.0 make Dymola a unique and 
unmatched solution. It meets new and increasing demands for model-based integrated product 
development, which will give users a competitive advantage by shortening time to market.”  

As a cornerstone of DS’s systems strategy, Dymola technology will be at the heart of CATIA Systems 
V6 solutions.  

The new Dymola 7.0 product suite is being presented at the Modelica Conference 2008 in Bielefeld, 
Germany, starting today. For more information, go to http://www.modelica.org/events/modelica2008.  

Dynasim AB develops Dymola which is a leading modeling and simulation tool based on the open and 
object oriented modeling language, Modelica. Dymola has multi-engineering capabilities which means 
that models can be built consisting of components from many different engineering domains. This 
allows for models of complete systems that better depict reality. Today Dynasim has worldwide sales 
representation and customers in many countries. Dynasim is a member of the Modelica Association 
(http://www.modelica.org).  

For more information on Dynasim and Dymola please visit http://www.Dynasim.com  

Click here to return to Contents 

Expansion of Ecosystem Drives Global SAP® Business ByDesign™ Solution Momentum 
4 March 2008 

Continuing to drive its rollout of SAP® Business ByDesign™, an adaptable on-demand business 
solution addressing the specific needs of rapidly growing midsize companies, SAP AG announced 21 
additional respected IT service providers from China, France, Germany and the United Kingdom have 

http://www.modelica.org/events/modelica2008
http://www.modelica.org/
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assigned to commit themselves to accompany SAP in its phased go-to-market approach. Of these "early 
partners," 16 companies have experience serving the needs of small businesses and midsize companies 
with the SAP® Business One application and the SAP® Business All-in-One solution. In addition to 
these existing SAP partners who intend to expand their established business with a new model dedicated 
to volume business, five new companies have expressed their intention to join forces with SAP with the 
plan to grow their businesses with SAP Business ByDesign. These companies include MyNet Co Ltd. 
and Inventec Service Co. Ltd. from China as well as ALPHA Business Solutions AG, GUS Group and 
PORTOLAN Commerce Solutions GmbH from Germany. Representing key target regions across 
EMEA and Asia, all these IT service providers intend to work closely with SAP to market the SAP 
Business ByDesign solution, enabling midsize companies to reap value from this on-demand business 
solution. The announcement was made at CeBIT 2008. 

SAP Business ByDesign is an entirely new addition to the SAP solution portfolio for small businesses 
and midsize companies and focuses on a new, additional market segment at the lower end of the 
midmarket. With its on-demand deployment model, customers benefit from ease-of use, high 
availability, full integration and reduced costs for maintenance, testing and upgrades. With this 
announcement, there are now 43 "early partners" working closely with SAP to address the un-met needs 
of midsize companies (see October 29, 2007 press release titled, “SAP Announces U.S. Partners to Sign 
Up to Assist Delivery of SAP® Business ByDesign™ to Midmarket”). 

"As a market leader in the pharmaceutical industry, we are close to the market and know exactly what 
midsize customers in this particular segment require," said Heinz-Paul Bonn, chairman of the board, 
GUS Group. "We consider GUS and SAP a perfect fit since we strongly believe in the software-as-a-
service business model and regard SAP Business ByDesign as a great platform for international 
markets." 

Ecosystem Strengthens Business ByDesign Partner Program 

By working closely with SAP, upcoming and existing partners will add tremendous knowledge and 
know-how to the SAP Business ByDesign partner program. ALPHA Business Solutions AG, a German 
system integrator, is a new partner of SAP and also resells non-SAP enterprise resource planning (ERP) 
software. 

"SAP Business ByDesign is an ideal addition to our current solution portfolio," said Michael Finkler, 
chief executive officer, ALPHA Business Solutions AG. "We believe this will help us address a new 
market segment to enhance our business growth. The new solution allows us to offer a subscription-
based-on-demand model. In 14 years of consulting engagements with midmarket customers, we often 
have realized that companies require an integrated business suite, but do not have in-house access to 
necessary IT resources. SAP Business ByDesign will help those customers to get a top-notch business 
solution." 

Partners clearly recognize the tremendous market opportunities for SAP Business ByDesign -- and for 
their own businesses. 

"Partners will play a key role in the success of SAP Business ByDesign," said Hans-Peter Klaey, 
president, Global SME, SAP AG. "SAP Business ByDesign introduces a new business model along with 
the existing SME portfolio -- extending our successful portfolio and providing entirely new 
opportunities for partners. SAP is dedicating significant resources to ensure that our partners are well-
equipped to effectively roll out the new solution and cater to growing customer interest." 

SAP Channel Growth Flourishes 

http://www.sap.com/about/press/press.epx?pressid=8514
http://www.sap.com/about/press/press.epx?pressid=8514
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New SAP Business ByDesign "early partners" across the initial geographic rollout regions include: 

China (5) 
• CDP Group Co Ltd. – headquartered in Shanghai, has been an HR BPO partner for Greater 

China, Asia-Pacific and Japan, with an expertise in the high-tech, retail, services, consumer 
products and chemicals industries  

• Inventec Service Co. Ltd. – headquartered in Shanghai, is a world-leading OEM/ODM provider 
for notebooks, servers, mobile devices and IT outsourcing services  

• MyNet Co Ltd. – headquartered in Beijing, focuses on the manufacturing and consumer 
products industry and will be a new partner to SAP  

• TechSonic Information Technology Co., Ltd. – headquartered in Shanghai with sales offices 
throughout China, enables clients across all industries with SAP Business One  

• Unis-Beyondsoft Business Application Software & Service Co. Ltd. – headquartered in 
Beijing, is part of a large IT conglomerate and an SAP Business One and SAP Business All-in-
One partner, servicing cross-industry customers  

France (5) 
• Artaud Courthéoux & Associés – headquartered in Paris, works with high-tech, public sector 

and aerospace and defense customers with SAP Business One  

• ERT Intégration – headquartered in Bievres, is an SAP Business One partner servicing 
customers in the wholesale and discrete manufacturing industries  

• Infoclip – headquartered in Paris, focuses on the professional services and wholesale industry 
with SAP Business One  

• Micropole-Univers – headquartered in Paris with offices in the United Kingdom and 
Switzerland, pursues a cross-industry approach and shows strong expertise in business 
intelligence, CRM, e-business and ERP solutions  

• Viseo – headquartered in Paris, with offices in Germany, Morocco and the United States, offers 
SAP Business One and SAP Business All-in-One to companies in the retail, process and 
manufacturing industries  

Germany (8) 
• ALPHA Business Solutions AG – headquartered in Kaiserslautern, is a specialist in the 

manufacturing industry  

• Data One GmbH – headquartered in Saarbrücken, works with professional services, wholesale 
and manufacturing customers with SAP Business All-in-One  

• GUS Group – headquartered in Cologne, currently offers its own set of ERP solutions for the 
food, pharmaceuticals and cosmetics, chemistry, and logistics industries, and intends to enlarge 
its solution portfolio with SAP Business ByDesign  
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• IDS Scheer AG – headquartered in Saarbrücken, an international SAP Business All-in-One 
partner who in this field focuses on solutions in the discrete and process industries, including 
capital goods, chemical and pharmaceuticals, consumer and professional services industries  

• KINAMU Deutschland GmbH – headquartered in Munich, an SAP channel partner for SAP 
Business All-in-One, provides midmarket companies with ERP and CRM solutions, combining 
open source products and SAP solutions  

• ORGA GmbH – headquartered in Karlsruhe, delivers SAP Business All-in-One solutions to 
customers from the media, professional services and manufacturing industries, ORGA is part of 
the FIDUCIA Group  

• PORTOLAN Commerce Solutions GmbH – headquartered in Ilsfeld, serves customers in the 
professional services arena with SAP Business All-in-One  

• UNIORG Services GmbH – headquartered in Dortmund, enables clients in the wholesale, 
manufacturing and professional services industries to better manage their business with SAP 
Business One  

United Kingdom (3) 
• AlphaGen Group – headquartered in London, provides wholesale and distribution, light 

manufacturing and professional services businesses using SAP Business One  

• Chelford SAP Solutions Ltd – headquartered in Basingstoke with 50 customers, has delivered 
over 10 years a broad range of unique SAP Business All-in-One solutions customized for 
various industries, including consumer products and wholesale distribution  

• Sapphire Systems Plc – headquartered in London, offers SAP Business One throughout the 
United Kingdom to international organizations, wholesale distributors and media organizations.  

SAP solutions for companies of all sizes can be seen at Booth D12 in Hall 4, at CeBIT 2008, being held 
March 4-9, 2008. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Geometric Releases New Version of “eDrawings for Pro/ENGINEER” With Support for Wildfire 4.0 
28 February 2008 

Geometric Technologies, Inc. announced the release of its version 6.1 of “eDrawings® for 
Pro/ENGINEER®”, with support for Wildfire 4.0. 

Major enhancements in this release include: 

• Support for Pro/ENGINEER Wildfire 4.0 

• Support for Microsoft Windows Vista (32 and 64‐bit) 

Mike Coleman, CEO, Geometric Technologies said, “Our product development team is always agile and 
supports latest releases of Pro/ENGINEER immediately after the official release from PTC. Our existing 
customers, planning to switch to Pro/ENGINEER Wildfire 4.0 will find eDrawings supported on the 
new platform”. 
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A free 15‐day trial version of eDrawings Professional for Pro/ENGINEER can be downloaded from 
http://edrawings.geometricglobal.com. For pricing details and purchase options please contact: 
ed.sales@geometricglobal.com.  

eDrawings Publishers are available on Pro/ENGINEER®, CATIA V5®, NX®, Autodesk Inventor 
Series®, SolidEdge® and Google SketchUp®. With eDrawings Publishers you can: 

• Generate ultra compact eDrawings with compression up to 5%, compared to the original CAD file. 9

• Share and receive feedback on product designs with review‐enabled eDrawings and collaborate with 
unlimited number of recipients. 

• Manage, track, and merge comments from different team members. 

• Share design data with password protected and self‐extracting eDrawings. 

• Measure the geometry in part, assembly, and drawing files when dimensions are absent. 

• Disable measurement feature to protect sensitive design data. 

• Examine internal details of parts and assemblies with dynamic cross sectioning. 

• Hide/ Show/ Move components to better understand assembly structure. 

Click here to return to Contents 

IMSI/Design Launches Green TurboCAD Professional v15 
6 March 2008 

IMSI/Design™ announced that it is shipping its flagship product, TurboCAD® Professional Version 15. 

"We continue to add strong Architectural and Mechanical CAD functionality," stated Bob Mayer, COO 
of IMSI/Design. "But we're also excited that TurboCAD is now one of the first eco-friendly CAD 
applications available to engineers and designers. Without a doubt, TurboCAD Professional continues to 
set the bar for industrial strength CAD applications with phenomenal price-performance." 

2D Drafting, 3D Modeling and UI improvements include: 

New Bill of Materials. A highly effective way to cost your design projects and tie them to the Building 
Information Management work flow.  

New Support of Table Object. Used with the new Bill of Materials feature. Table objects are AutoCAD 
compatible.  

New Rotated Box 3D Object. Draw a box at any angle on the active Workplane.  

New Mode in Edit Dragger – Edit Segment. Improved editing of walls, slabs and bulge polylines (zero 
width polylines).  

New Photorealistic Materials.Over 300 new Materials have been added to enhance the photorealism of 
your designs. 

Architectural and Civil Engineering CAD improvements include:  

New Layout Tool for Woodworking. Create 2D layout of 3D model to optimize cutting/manufacturing of 
components.  

http://edrawings.geometricglobal.com/
mailto:ed.sales@geometricglobal.com
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Improved Style Manager for Architectural Objects. Better control over architectural designs, ability to 
make quick changes to common architectural object types.  

Improved Schedule Table. Now includes support for walls and slabs.  

New Surveyor Linear Dimension. Enhanced 2D drafting capabilities.  

Improved Terrain Tool. Ability to create terrain objects from selected points. 

Mechanical CAD advancements include: 

Improved Assembling of 3D Objects. Enhanced 3D design with additional alignment tools –tangent and 
axis.  

New Automatic Workplane by Face. Much easier now to make edits to 3D objects.  

New ACIS® v17 Solid Modeling Engine. 

Interoperability and Content enhancements include: 

ASAT, OBJ and Collada (DAE) File Format Support. Enhanced compatibility for solid modeling and for 
Virtual Reality, including Google™ Earth (NASD: GOOG).  

New Parametric Parts and 2D Symbols. New ability to create fully parametric part and symbol libraries. 
These libraries may be used in Autodesk’s AutoCAD as well. In addition, TurboCAD includes new 
parametric symbols for cabinets, tables, appliances, shelving, building fittings, and fasteners.  

Improved 3DS file Import and Export. Better support for mechanical and artistic design applications. 

‘Green’ Building Content details include: 

Photovoltaic (solar) roofing panels  

Structurally Integrated Panels (SIPs)  

Insulating Concrete Forms (ICFs)  

Energy efficient foundations and flooring 

Availability and Pricing 

TurboCAD Professional 15 is now available at a suggested retail price of $1,295. Current TurboCAD 
users can purchase upgrades directly from IMSI/Design by calling 1.800.833.4674 or online at 
http://www.TurboCAD.com.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Infor Announces New Version of Infor PLM 
3 March 2008 

Infor unveiled the latest version of Infor PLM 8, its comprehensive product lifecycle management 
(PLM) software specifically designed for discrete manufacturing industries such as automotive, 
industrial equipment & machinery, aerospace, and high tech & electronics. Enhancements to Infor PLM 
8, version 8.1, enable companies to improve collaboration, streamline design processes and drive 
visibility throughout the organization. 

“Manufacturers face constant pressure to innovate and take products to market faster than their 

http://www.turbocad.com/
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competitors –challenges that mandate comprehensive, up-to-the-minute information during product 
development,” said Rory Granros, Infor’s director of product marketing for PLM solutions. “Infor PLM 
8 allows stakeholders from R&D, marketing, purchasing, and production to make informed decisions 
regarding design changes, raw material sourcing and production resources to determine the market 
viability and cost-benefit of each product. This enables companies to invest in products with true market 
sustainability and substantial profit margins.”  

According to industry analysts, the PLM market is expected to grow nearly 10 percent over the next five 
years, with tremendous opportunities in North America and EMEA, as well as in emerging markets 
within Latin America and Asia. A part of this growing interest in PLM is driven by corporate initiatives 
among manufacturers to improve the efficiency and timeliness of new product development and 
introduction processes.  

With Infor PLM 8, manufacturers can streamline the engineer-to-order production model by leveraging 
real-time data-sharing, which provides deep visibility into the design and product development process. 
Customer-driven enhancements, such as improved product data management, enterprise content 
management, lifecycle analysis, and CAD integration, provide an end-to-end tool for multi-site 
collaboration. Additionally, customers will benefit from integration to Infor and third-party ERP 
systems, enabling manufacturers to experience a lower total cost of ownership, rapid implementation 
and quicker return on investment.  

Rodgers Instruments LLC, the world’s largest manufacturer of stereo-imaged church organs and pipe-
digital organs and a long-time Infor customer, has already seen significant benefits from the CAD 
integration in the latest version of PLM 8. Coupled with improved data exchange from Infor PLM to its 
existing Infor ERP Baan IV c4 system, the company has improved its ability to meet the customized 
requirements of its customers, reducing the time from order to completion from four months to only four 
days.  

“With Infor, we are able to support a feature-centric development process to set ourselves apart from our 
competitors and provide more value to our customers. Infor PLM is playing an instrumental role in 
helping us collaborate more effectively with our customers and suppliers to achieve new levels of 
product customization, which has resulted in a 50 percent reduction in time to market,” said Tony 
Williams, director of engineering, Rodgers Instruments. “We view Infor as a partner with solutions that 
continue to evolve to meet our needs as our business and customers’ demands change, not just a 
technology vendor.”  

Enhancements to Infor PLM 8:  

• Improved holistic check-in operation enables validation and version confirmation for drawings, 
formulas, bills of material, and engineering change orders. This feature furthers collaboration by alerting 
departments when changes to an open document are made and improves data accuracy in CAD 
workstations, R&D and ERP systems  

• eCAD integration provides support for electronic component design, such as GPS for the automotive 
industry, with Mentor Graphics Corporation  

• Greater Enterprise Content Management functionality provides enhanced data transparency by 
centralizing critical product information that can be shared across the extended enterprise  

• Improved lifecycle analyzer usability reduces the steps required to identify the impact of proposed 
changes to product information through classification and expanded user-defined fields  



CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 42 

Additionally, the enhanced 2D and 3D CAD integration provides a straightforward exchange of product 
drawing and model information with select CAD software including SolidWorks® 2006 & 2007, Auto 
Desk: AutoCAD ® 2006 & 2007, Mechanical Desktop® 2006 & 2007, Pro/Engineer Wildfire® 2.0, and 
Unigraphics: NX® Series.  

Infor PLM 8 is available in English, French, Spanish, Dutch, German, and simplified Chinese. For more 
information, please visit Infor PLM 8. 

Click here to return to Contents 

KOMPAS-3D V9 and SpaceExplorer: it's Pleasure to Design 
3 March 2008 

ASCON Groupe and 3Dconnection, A Logitech Company, a worldwide leader in navigation input 
devices, as a result of successful collaboration announced a strategic partnership. 3D mice product line 
SpacePilot, SpaceExplorer, SpaceTraveler and SpaceNavigator are now completely supported by a 
powerful Mechanical Computer-Aided Design product for professional parametric 3D modeling and 2D 
drafting KOMPAS-3D V9.  

This cooperation to allow designers, engineers and other KOMPAS users to experience a superior 
navigation control and consequently considerably to increase productivity and drawing accuracy by 
using navigation input devices from 3Dconnection. Simply push, pull, tilt or twist the controller cap to 
simultaneously pan, zoom and rotate 3D objects and environments designed in KOMPAS. 

ASCON and 3Dconnection, a Logitech Company already had prosperous experiences of collaboration 
and presented their joint solutions at major international fairs. There industrial enterprises specialists, IT 
experts, design and construction chiefs and journalists from all over the world had the ability to 
appreciate and try in use all the feature set of the classical 3D Solid Parametric Modeler, as well as 
extended line of add-ons and specialized applications to KOMPAS-3D in combination with high-end 
capabilities of 3Dconnexion 3D-mice.  

At Hannover Messe, Germany: ASCON staff will demonstrate the abilities of KOMPAS-3D solution 
with help of SpaceExplorer 3D mouse  

For more information about ASCON, please visit http://www.ascon.net. For more information about 
3Dconnection, please visit http://www.3Dconnexion.com.  

Click here to return to Contents 

New Software Versions v11 & v6 Now Available; PDM Add-Ons support Teamcenter 2007 (Unified 
Platform) 
18 February 2008 

BCT Products v11.0 including BCT Engineering Package (BCT 3D-Pool), BCT 3D-Raster Suite and 
BCT Inspector Suite as well as the BCT PDM Add-Ons v6.0 (BCT aClass Suite, BCT EasyPlot, 
BCToogle and BCT ME10-Manager) can now be downloaded in the BCT Portal Area. 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Open Text Unveils Enterprise 2.0 Strategy 
3 March 2008 

Open Text™ Corporation unveiled its Enterprise 2.0 strategy designed to help customers transform their 
organizations with social computing tools. Open Text is taking its collaboration and Web solutions 
offerings to a new level, providing 2.0 capabilities -- wikis, forums, blogs, tagging, moderation, 
communities and real-time collaboration -- that are integrated into business processes, while still 
respecting compliance initiatives. 

Web 2.0 technologies have redefined the Web as a platform to harness collective intelligence. Applied 
in the enterprise, organizations can achieve a future desired state of Enterprise 2.0, where its internal and 
external web sites and applications get better the more people use them. Application of these new 
technologies creates more engaging Web experiences, improves knowledge sharing and collaboration, 
increases employee productivity and helps improve brand loyalty and interaction. 

Leveraging its existing Web 2.0 solutions based on its web content management offering, Open Text 
will provide a comprehensive set of new solutions to better address the broad range of 2.0 requirements. 
These solutions are aimed at collaboration and social computing requirements behind the firewall as a 
natural extension of customers' current ECM initiatives (ensuring a tight link to existing content and 
processes), as well as Web 2.0 enablement of public websites, intranets and extranets. 

"In order to be successful, customers must view Enterprise 2.0 within the context of their ECM 
strategies," said Bill Forquer, Executive Vice President of Marketing at Open Text. "Our ECM 
leadership is based on advocating a holistic approach, where content originating from multiple sources 
and repositories can be effectively managed, reused and delivered across the enterprise. An effective 
Enterprise 2.0 strategy requires a similar holistic approach that factors in all the 2.0 content being 
created." 

 Forquer adds, "Many organizations treated email as special content outside their ECM strategy. 
Consequently, this silo treatment has degenerated email repositories into unmanaged chaos and 
unquantifiable risk. There is no need to repeat that experience with emerging 2.0 content and rich 
media." 

Open Text has the credentials to help organizations take this holistic approach for their Enterprise 2.0 
aspirations, according to Forquer, "We have a track record of innovation in web-centricity, collaboration 
and search. We're also leaders in helping organizations apply records and archiving rules to content 
across many systems, from email to SharePoint to SAP to Oracle to our own content repositories. We 
can bring a holistic view of content that can tie Enterprise 2.0 into the broader ECM context, so that 2.0 
content can be managed." 

The fundamental elements of Open Text's Enterprise 2.0 strategy include: 

Experience Optimization: Optimize the end user experience through personalization, language 
preferences, analytics, voting, tagging, blogs and moderation. 

Workgroup Optimization: Optimize collaborative applications that enhance the variety of workgroup 
structures in an organization such as teams, projects, communities of practice and program offices. 

Enterprise 2.0 Content Management: Provide flexible use of wikis, forums, blogs, tagging, and real-
time collaboration. Provide advanced handling of rich-media content, with special emphasis on video, 
which is quickly becoming the de-facto format for 2.0 style work. 
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Make Enterprise 2.0 Content Safe: Manage Enterprise 2.0 content holistically alongside other content 
repositories providing a consistent implementation of archiving, disposition, retention and compliance 
policies. 

Find Before Search: Intuitively find and deliver information relevant to the user's then-current context 
and present that information without the user explicitly searching for the same. 

 In line with its Enterprise 2.0 strategy, Open Text is emphasizing product development and technology 
directions that support 2.0 fundamentals, with areas of focus that include: 

Meta-Data to Underpin Experience Optimization: Deeper levels of meta-data handling will enrich 
the user experience. This includes richer meta-data handling for content, but with particular emphasis on 
richer meta-data for people and processes as well. It also includes blending the best of both top-down 
taxonomies with bottom-up tags. 

Relationships: Graphing interactions between people, processes and content that can reveal implicit, 
sometimes hidden, relationships that can be used to optimize business processes. 

Workgroups: Adapting technology to improve workgroup effectiveness. Additional workgroups 
include committees, governance boards, escalation teams, and exception management. This also 
includes blending collaborative escalation and exception handling within high- throughput applications 
such as Accounts Payable. 

Classification: Improved intuition to auto-classify content, particularly drawing on past user behaviors 
and current context. 

Email Analytics: Building on classifications and graphing interaction, introduce or extend tools that 
reduce our email dependency and burden, such as auto-promotion of email threads to blogs. 

New Offerings Accelerate 2.0 Adoption 

In a separate release today (http://www.opentext.com/news/pr.html?id=2019), Open Text is announcing 
Livelink ECM - Extended Collaboration, a solution designed to provide the building blocks to help 
Livelink ECM customers implement 2.0 technologies. 

In September, Open Text also announced a set of solutions for its RedDot Web Content Management 
suite that help customers 2.0-enable public websites, intranets and extranets 
(http://www.opentext.com/news/pr.html?id=1928).  

AIIM Conference & Expo 2008, CeBIT 2008 Conference 

 Open Text is announcing its Enterprise 2.0 news in conjunction with the AIIM Conference this week in 
Boston, where Open Text is exhibiting in booth No.3221, and at the CeBIT 2008 Conference in 
Hannover, Germany, where Open Text is exhibiting in booth No.D09, Hall 3. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Open Text Introduces Solution to Accelerate Social Computing and Collaboration in Organizations 
3 March 2008 

Open Text™ Corporation announced a major new collaboration offering that will help organizations 
extend the power of Web 2.0 to the promise of Enterprise 2.0: Livelink ECM - Extended Collaboration, 
which will give customers a set of communities, social computing and real-time collaboration tools in 

http://www.opentext.com/news/pr.html?id=2019
http://www.opentext.com/news/pr.html?id=1928
http://www.opentext.com/
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Livelink ECM. 

The new offering is one of several product initiatives the company will be introducing as part of a broad 
new Enterprise 2.0 strategy (http://www.opentext.com/news/pr.html?id=2018) unveiled today to help 
customers transform their organizations with social computing tools. Open Text is taking its 
collaboration and Web solutions offerings to a new level, providing 2.0 capabilities, including wikis, 
forums, blogs, tagging, moderation, communities and real-time collaboration within an organization's 
broader ECM strategy. Livelink ECM - Extended Collaboration is complemented by Open Text's strong 
Web Solutions offerings that are well integrated with the Livelink ECM platform, and other popular 
content repositories. 

"Large organizations today are operating in highly competitive global markets, managing a 
decentralized workforce and legions of remote workers. The need for transparency, collaboration and 
knowledge sharing are more important than ever," said Cheryl McKinnon, Director, Collaborative 
Content Management at Open Text. "Livelink ECM - Extended Collaboration gives organizations a 
roadmap to Enterprise 2.0 within a broader ECM strategy, while providing dynamic new ways to 
improve employee collaboration and productivity, and increase customer loyalty." 

Livelink ECM - Extended Collaboration connects people, processes and content across an organization, 
creating a work environment where employees can circulate ideas, experiences and knowledge in real-
time. The solution combines a knowledge repository with project workspaces, polls, news channels, 
tasks and milestones. A set of community applications brings specialized, enterprise-ready tools, such as 
forums, blogs, wikis, and real-time collaboration; along with newsletter views, FAQs, and event 
calendars to promote shared expertise and best practices. 

These collaborative and community-oriented tools co-exist with content in an intuitive environment that 
encourages people to work together, while capturing critical project information in an underlying ECM 
framework. Security, access control, and retention policies are strictly enforced using the native security 
mechanisms already in place, without adding another administrative layer. Empowered workers can 
form cross-functional project teams, capture shared knowledge, manage processes and meet project 
deadlines even across geographic and departmental boundaries. 

Sharing Expertise and Promoting Best Practices within Communities: Organizations can effectively 
interconnect their islands of knowledge and expertise, enabling employees with similar goals and 
challenges to connect with one another. They can create a support network to share news ideas and 
opportunities, establish standards and best practices, and work more effectively with customers and 
partners. Livelink ECM - Extended Collaboration also offers the ability to place content from the 
communities environment under secure records management controls. 

Enhancing Organizational Agility with Project Management: Dedicated project workspaces can 
create a sense of focus for team members. Coordinators can form project teams on the fly - adding team 
members and assigning multiple roles and tasks within a Web-based interface. All relevant project 
information - including plans, documents, task lists, and URLs - is consolidated and stored in the project 
space for easy access. Communication among project members can be captured within threaded 
discussions and integrated with popular email systems for desktop delivery. 

Access to People and Information in Real-Time: Real-time capabilities provide the ability to 
collaborate in an ad-hoc, spontaneous fashion within the secure walls of an organization. Support for 
team meetings, instant messaging, screen and application sharing, as well as shared collaborative 
workspaces will improve teamwork and enhance productivity. 

http://www.opentext.com/news/pr.html?id=2018
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Availability: Livelink ECM - Extended Collaboration will be released in May 2008. For more 
information, go to:http://www.opentext.com/2/sol-products/sol-pro-docmgmt-collaboration/pro-ll-co 

llaboration.htm 

AIIM Conference & Expo 2008, CeBIT 2008 Conference 

Open Text is announcing its Enterprise 2.0 news in conjunction with the AIIM Conference this week in 
Boston, where Open Text is exhibiting in booth No. 3221, and at the CeBIT 2008 Conference in 
Hannover, Germany, where Open Text is exhibiting in booth No. D09, Hall 3. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Robert McNeel & Associates and SpaceClaim Announce Rhino and SpaceClaim LTX Round-trip 
Integration 
4 March 2008 

Robert McNeel & Associates and SpaceClaim announced a round-trip integration between Rhinoceros® 
and SpaceClaim LTX. SpaceClaim added 3DM to SpaceClaim LTX to enable product stylists to use 3D 
mechanical design elements in their designs at an affordable price. The solution allows users to open 
Rhino files directly in SpaceClaim LTX for creating solid geometry. The 3D solid design can then be 
sent back to the Rhino file format for precise surface creation by the stylist. SpaceClaim LTX and Rhino 
are naturally compatible and think alike offering an uninhibited environment, precise modeling, and a 
flat learning curve. The solution greatly improves the product stylist workflow allowing for more control 
resulting in better product designs and faster time-to-market. Interested customers should contact their 
Rhino Reseller for a quote on the integrated solution.  

“Our clients have been asking for an affordable intuitive mechanical design tool to create the details and 
components that they integrate into their products designs. Since we are not experts in MCAD, we are 
hesitant to try developing mechanical design tools. When SpaceClaim introduced LTX we were thrilled 
that they included 3DM support,” stated Bob McNeel, CEO of Robert McNeel & Associates. “It is 
exciting to see the most innovative minds in the MCAD community focusing their resources on building 
a new generation of MCAD tools for the Rhino users.”  

Product stylists require seamless data exchange between surfacing and design applications. The Rhino 
and SpaceClaim LTX integration meet the needs of stylists by enabling the creation of free-form 
surfaces in context of the product design. Precise surfaces can be made within Rhino and accurately 
transferred to SpaceClaim LTX. To see the round trip demo visit: 
www.spaceclaim.com/Resources/SpaceClaim-Videos/Rhino-Video.aspx.  

“Product stylists have struggled over the years with a solution that works with their existing technology 
and we feel that SpaceClaim LTX, an affordable and reliable product, completes the product stylist 
workflow. By working with McNeel, SpaceClaim has developed an environment that the stylist can 
deliver a manufacturable design for production,” commented Mike Payne, SpaceClaim CEO. “This is 
part of the problem that we help stylists solve and we hope that our mutual endorsement as well as our 
development commitment to Rhino’s community will influence creativity.”  

Click here to return to Contents 
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http://www.opentext.com/2/sol-products/sol-pro-docmgmt-collaboration/pro-ll-co
http://www.spaceclaim.com/Resources/SpaceClaim-Videos/Rhino-Video.aspx


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 47 

Save Time, Get the Best of Both Worlds with CADSTAR E³.logic 
4 March 2008 

Opening up a world of new opportunities, Zuken integrates the CADSTAR PCB design environment 
with the E³.series electro technical design solution to launch CADSTAR E³.logic. This new product 
offers the best of both worlds, allowing users to design PCBs in CADSTAR while providing full 
integration within the E³.series solution for synchronization with electrical design. Electrical and 
electronic engineers are no longer worlds apart; they can now work on the same design in parallel, 
significantly helping to reduce time-to-market. For a completely harmonized product development 
process, CADSTAR E³.logic also enables integration with specific MRP, ERP and PDM Systems. 

Design integration at this fundamental level saves time in the design process in many ways. From a 
design perspective, it allows layout coordination from stage one, minimizing changes to the PCB later in 
the process. From a library management perspective, it uses one database, with parts sets that easily 
integrate with databases for activities such as managing the product lifecycle and purchasing. 
CADSTAR E³.logic is the obvious solution for an organization seeking opportunities to streamline 
activities and eliminate redundant processes. 

CADSTAR E³.logic is an alternative schematic design option to CADSTAR schematic for those who 
need to synchronize electrical and electronic design processes. It has the look and feel of other E³.series 
applications and is based on the same easy-to-use, flexible, object-oriented database. Users can open and 
modify existing CADSTAR PCB designs, as well as create new designs from scratch within the new 
tool; all viewable as a standard E³ file within the E³ project structure. Complete integration with 
CADSTAR enables easy cross-probing, and forward/backward annotation providing quick access to all 
design data at any stage in the design process. 

By the virtue of being based on the E³.database, CADSTAR E³.logic fully integrates with electrical 
design for cables, harnesses and panels. Electrical designers working on other parts of the product have 
direct access to the PCB schematic to synchronize designs from the beginning. 

“By integrating CADSTAR and E³.series for schematic design, we are able to provide the missing link 
for companies who seek full integration of the electrical and electronics design process. Typically, 
makers of telecoms products, machinery and computers will get the most benefit from this type of 
solution,” said Jeroen Leinders, CADSTAR Distribution Manager. 

CADSTAR E³.logic is available now and is priced at $1.700 /€ 1.700. For more information contact 
your local CADSTAR distributor or visit http://www.zuken.com/cadstar_E3.logic. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Siemens PLM Software Expands Alliance With Wipro Technologies to Further Enhance Value 
Delivery in High Tech and Telecommunications Sectors 
4 March 2008 

Siemens PLM Software and Wipro Technologies announced a global consulting and systems integrator 
alliance to provide optimized PLM software and services to help customers enhance efficiency and top 
line growth. The cross-industry alliance, which will address all manufacturing sectors, will primarily 
focus on the High Tech and Telecommunications sectors. 

PLM is emerging as a key area of investment for manufacturers driving to expand collaborative product 

http://www.siemens.com/plm
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development and shorten product lifecycles. The companies will leverage Siemens PLM Software's 
PLM technology and Wipro Technologies' industry experience to bring high value solutions to major 
High Tech and Telecommunications companies and their extended value chains. 

"Siemens PLM Software and Wipro bring complementary PLM expertise to the table," said N S Bala, 
senior vice president, Manufacturing Solutions Group, Wipro Technologies. "This alliance will add 
tremendous value to Wipro's service offerings that enable its manufacturing clients to develop 
Collaborative Value Network -- an ecosystem of partners that create value through collaboration." 

"We see India based technical services firms rapidly ascending in presence and influence with key 
companies that invest in the value of PLM," said John Graham, executive vice president, Global Sales 
and Services, Siemens PLM Software. "We are pleased to have a consulting and systems integrator 
alliance with Wipro, a top tier firm with a long proud history that is a services provider and partner to 
the some of the most prominent companies in High Tech and other major industries." 

As part of this expanded alliance Wipro has invested in a Teamcenter® PLM lab to augment the NX® 
lab currently in place with Siemens PLM Software. These labs act as platforms for advanced solutions 
development and competency expansion. 

Wipro has worked with several of its clients in the Automotive, Aerospace, High Tech and Heavy 
Engineering industries in the areas of PLM strategy consulting; end-to-end product implementations; 
and testing and roll out of PLM solutions. 

Click here to return to Contents 

SolidWorks’ 3D ContentCentral 2008 Further Unites Global Engineering Community 
3 March 2008 

SolidWorks Corporation unveiled the 3D ContentCentral® 2008 software service, the latest update of its 
online community that allows engineers to download and share content globally, helping them to save 
time and design more innovative products.  

3D ContentCentral is free to registered engineers and designers who use it to share design information 
across geographies, sharing 3D models and 2D drawings with other design teams, regardless of their 
CAD system. Key enhancements in 3D ContentCentral 2008 include:  

• support for more content types, including parts/assemblies for almost all CAD tools, as well as 2D 
blocks, SolidWorks® software macros, and library features;  

• community features, including content search, user ratings, and tools to request content from the 
community all give engineers more information about content creators;  

• personalization features, such as “My3DCC” enable users to create their own area of the site to help 
focus on their particular needs; and  

• improved content upload tools that let engineers upload content by simply dragging and dropping.  

3D ContentCentral’s network of designers continues to grow, with more than 360,000 registered users 
around the world. The site averages more than one million model views and downloads combined per 
month. In the past six months, the site has logged more than 16 million page views and 600,000 3D 
model or 2D drawing downloads.  

“I use SolidWorks macros to automate CAD processes,” said Colin Fitzpatrick, mechanical designer at 
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avionics product supplier Securaplane Technologies. “3D ContentCentral 2008 has become more of a 
one-stop shop for me – a place where I can find and configure the components I need, the pre-built 
macros to save time, and the partners/suppliers to streamline and improve development.”  

Engineers can streamline product development with 3D ContentCentral by finding and configuring the 
part they need from online catalogs in seconds, not weeks. They can then check precise form and fit by 
downloading the model or drawing directly into their designs, ensuring the parts they’re buying work 
with their design. 3D catalogs save product designers valuable design time they would otherwise spend 
searching through paper catalogs or talking on the phone with the supplier’s sales support staff to find 
and configure a supplier component.  

The 3D-enabled catalogs available on 3D ContentCentral showcase everything from sensors to large 
motors. Components from global suppliers such as SMC Corp. of America, Misumi USA, Inc., 
CarrLane, Omron, and Bimba Manufacturing Co. are among those featured on 3D ContentCentral. All 
3D components can be conveniently accessed for free via SolidWorks’ 3D ContentCentral service.  

“Getting at the right resources is essential to success in the world of product design,” said Austin 
O’Malley, SolidWorks’ chief technology officer. “3D ContentCentral 2008 gives the design community 
global access to usable, accurate content they need to design better products. It also fuels the information 
sharing that lets companies of any size effectively compete in their markets, both locally and abroad.”  

Learn more about 3D ContentCentral from the tour video available at: http://www.3Dcontentcentral.com 
(select ‘Tour the site’- at lower left).  

Click here to return to Contents 

Streamline Online Review and Collaboration With Spicer ViewCafé 4.2 
3 March 2008 

Spicer Corporation announced the release of ViewCafé 4.2. 

Spicer ViewCafé provides enterprise-wide online review and real-time collaboration to support 
workflow applications, such as Engineering Change Order Management, Plant and Facility Management 
and Case Management, within manufacturing, government, financial, and utilities companies around the 
globe.  

ViewCafé Release 4.2 simplifies multi-department and multi-site access, review, markup and sharing of 
engineering and enterprise content with new support for industry leading file formats Microsoft Word 
2007 and Solidworks 2008. 

“Integrating Spicer ViewCafé into automated business processes for online document review and 
collaboration streamlines workflows between departments and worksites,” comments Janice Ferguson, 
ViewCafé Product Manager. “The end result is effectively managed projects with reduced expenditures 
and enhanced service delivery to internal and external clients.”  

Spicer ViewCafé’s advanced Java™ 2 and 3D technology deliver deployable thin-client viewing and 
easy integration. ViewCafé's client applet runs in a browser or as a JavaBean application. The ViewCafé 
Server is available for Windows. A flexible pricing model provides fixed, enterprise and OEM licensing 
options. 

Learn more about ViewCafé 4.2 or email info@spicer.com to obtain download details for a free 
evaluation version. 

http://www.3dcontentcentral.com/
http://www.spicer.com/products/viewcafe.html
mailto:info@spicer.com
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Synopsys Enters Embedded Memory Market With Highly Differentiated IP 
5 March 2008 

Synopsys, Inc. and Novelics, a leading provider of semiconductor embedded memory IP, announced the 
expansion of Synopsys' DesignWare® IP portfolio with the addition of an SRAM-1T embedded 
memory IP that is implemented in bulk logic CMOS technology, requiring no additional manufacturing 
costs. As part of a cooperative technology licensing and development relationship with Novelics, 
Synopsys will also offer a family of low-power and high-performance standard SRAM IP. The new 
silicon-proven DesignWare embedded memory IP will enable the design and manufacturing of higher 
performance and more power-efficient system-on-chips (SoCs). 

DesignWare coolSRAM-1T™ Memory IP 

Content and feature-rich products require faster, more power-efficient SoCs with increasingly large 
amounts of on-chip memory. High-density SRAM-1T memory IP enables integration of up to three 
times more memory than a standard 6T-SRAM, enabling chips to incorporate more system memory on-
chip, thus lowering power and overall system cost. The DesignWare coolSRAM-1T is implemented on a 
bulk logic CMOS process and does not require additional masks or manufacturing steps. This 
implementation provides designers with a true zero-added-cost solution, offering up to 15 percent 
reduction in manufacturing costs compared to existing SRAM-1T products. 

Unlike competitive solutions, the DesignWare coolSRAM-1T memory IP is a compiler-based solution 
providing designers with immediate access to the specific memory IP instance they need without any 
compromise on instance storage capacity or topology. The combination of not having to pay a premium 
on wafer price coupled with the flexibility of the compiler-based technology enables designers to reduce 
system-level power and cost, even for designs with small amounts of memory. 

DesignWare coolSRAM Memory IP 

In addition to the SRAM-1T offering, Synopsys will provide a family of high-performance and low-
power standard SRAMs that include single port 6T, dual port 8T, register file and ultra high density 
ROM. The new DesignWare coolSRAM memory IP enables the implementation of a 32Kb Cache 
memory operating well over 1GHz while drawing less than 6uW/MHz as measured on a leading 65nm 
low-power process. The compilers also include advanced power control features such as leakage control 
and block-level sleep mode to implement system-level power management, enabling increased battery 
life for portable devices. 

"Embedded memory often represents well over 50 percent of the transistors on a chip, and therefore 
plays a crucial role in a designer's ability to differentiate their designs," said Joachim Kunkel, vice 
president and general manager of the Solutions Group at Synopsys. "Synopsys is expanding into this 
high growth IP market with a unique SRAM-1T embedded memory IP solution that allows designers to 
lower system cost and integration risk, while also offering a set of standard SRAMs that provides low 
power and high performance characteristics." 

"We have put a tremendous amount of engineering effort into differentiating our SRAM-IT technology," 
said Cyrus Afgahi, chief executive officer at Novelics. "Joining forces with Synopsys enables us to 
mutually benefit from the cooperative technology development efforts, and collaborate on a very robust 
characterization and quality assurance methodology to ensure the highest quality designs." 

http://www.novelics.com/
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"Our latest and most advanced designs implement coolSRAM and coolSRAM-1T embedded memory 
IP," said Mohy Abdelgany, chief executive officer at fabless semiconductor company Newport Media. 
"We have been able to reduce our overall power consumption and silicon area significantly and are 
shipping in volume. We are looking forward to the future developments on the coolSRAM and 
coolSRAM-IT technology driven by Synopsys and Novelics." 

Availability 

The SRAM and SRAM 1T IP will be available in the first quarter of 2008. For more information on the 
DesignWare Embedded Memory IP, visit http://www.synopsys.com/embedded_memory  

Click here to return to Contents 

Tech Soft 3D and Comet Solutions Announce HOOPS® Licensing Agreement 
5 March 2008 

Tech Soft 3D (TS3D) and Comet Solutions announced a license agreement whereby Comet will utilize 
TS3D's HOOPS component as their core graphics engine.  

The technical team at Comet chose HOOPS as their graphics foundation of their product so that they 
could focus on their breakthrough approach to simulation while also ensuring that their display 
capabilities were at least as powerful as any other popular CAE package. Use of HOOPS also enabled 
the Comet team to speed application development, getting their acclaimed initial release to market faster 
than would otherwise have been possible.  

Malcolm Panthaki, Comet's CTO and Founder, commented, "HOOPS is the recognized leader for 
graphics in the CAD and CAE industries with an easy-to-use API which saved us significant time and 
effort. The Comet software got a huge boost by using HOOPS and that has allowed our engineers to 
focus on developing solutions that truly add value to the marketplace. HOOPS plays an invaluable role 
in our application."  

"Comet is an innovative company who offers revolutionary software technology allowing engineering 
principles to drive a concurrent product development process. It's always gratifying to know that 
HOOPS can help companies like Comet create new and interesting applications that will have a positive 
impact on the product development process," added Ron Fritz, TS3D's Managing Partner.  

About HOOPS  

HOOPS is a set of extensible, high-level components that simplifies the design, development and 
maintenance of high-performance, interactive 2D/3D applications. HOOPS components provide the 
technology building blocks for developers to create custom, high performance applications capable of 
driving both OpenGL and/or Direct3D. Developers work from a high level to extend and customize the 
HOOPS framework, taking advantage of the power of the underlying set of libraries. Rather than 
attempting to re-invent the vast functionality already encapsulated within the HOOPS product set, 
developers can focus their development efforts on their true value-add and build better software faster.  

About Structural Simulation  

Comet/Structural Dynamics enables one to simulate the performance of structures and mechanisms -- 
both static and dynamic -- using MBD codes in concert with finite element analysis. Comet/Structural 
Dynamics enables one to work with your choice of CAD and CAE applications from multiple vendors -- 
without translations and without having to build and maintain subroutines and linkages to pass data back 

http://www.synopsys.com/embedded_memory
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and forth between systems.  

About Comet Solutions, Inc.  

Comet Solutions, Inc. provides a full line of software applications which enable manufacturers to 
implement a knowledge-driven engineering process where reusable Simulation Templates bring insight 
from simulation much earlier in the product design process. With Comet, the dependency on CAD is 
eliminated and companies significantly improve their ability to benefit from simulation results during 
early stages of conceptual engineering and feasibility studies. Comet software delivers the industry's 
first Single Project Environment that powers a streamlined workflow while allowing engineers to use 
existing CAD/CAE/PLM tools.  

About Tech Soft 3D  

Tech Soft 3D (TS3D) provides building block technologies and related services, enabling their ISV 
customers to develop technical software. The company's flagship HOOPS technology has been 
incorporated into over 175 commercial software applications, including many of the leaders in 
CAD/CAM and CAE software including COADE, Autodesk, SolidWorks, Dassault Systemes, Siemens 
PLM, PTC, IronCAD and many others. In addition to the flagship HOOPS technology, the company 
also resells premium components such as the Autodesk RealDWG Toolkit, Adobe PDF Libraries, 
Parasolid Modeling Kernel from Siemens PLM, and Spatial 3D InterOp translation.  

Click here to return to Contents 

The MathWorks Introduces New Versions of MATLAB and Simulink Product Families 
5 March 2008 

The MathWorks introduced Release 2008a (R2008a) of its MATLAB® and Simulink® product 
families. R2008a is the latest update to the MathWorks product line, which includes new versions of 
MATLAB and Simulink, along with improvements to 82 other products. R2008a marks the seventh 
consecutive release issued by The MathWorks since the company announced a program of shipping 
product updates every six months 

R2008a features improved object-oriented programming capabilities in MATLAB that enable users to 
develop complex technical computing applications faster than with other languages, such as C++, C#, 
and Java™. Now programmers can define classes and apply standard object-oriented design patterns in 
MATLAB to enjoy the benefits of code reuse, inheritance, encapsulation, and reference behavior 
without engaging in the low-level housekeeping tasks required by other languages. 

The improved object-oriented capabilities include: 

  Class definition files for defining of properties, methods, and events  

  Handle classes with reference behavior for creating data structures such as linked lists  

  Events and listeners for monitoring object property changes and actions  

  JIT-Accelerator support for achieving significantly improved object performance  

  Development environment support for creating and using classes 

Other R2008a improvements include extensions to Embedded MATLAB™ code generation, new 

http://www.mathworks.com/?s_cid=cc_pr
http://www.mathworks.com/products/matlab/?s_cid=cc_pr
http://www.mathworks.com/products/simulink/?s_cid=cc_pr
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capabilities for parallel computing, new verification and validation capabilities, and automatic code 
generation of AUTOSAR-compliant code. Additional information on R2008a product updates can be 
found at http://www.mathworks.com/R2008a.  

The new release is available immediately for purchase and is being shipped to customers with current 
subscriptions to the MathWorks Software Maintenance Service. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Valor Expands Its Business: Appoints Silgal as Representative in Spain and Portugal 
4 March 2008 

Valor Computerized Systems Ltd announced the appointment of Silgal (http://www.silgal.com) as a 
representative in the electronics assembly market in the Iberia peninsula.  

Silgal is a well known provider of equipment and solutions for assembly, inspection and rework, with 
more than 20 years of experience in the assembly market. Its customers are major electronics 
manufacturers such as Delphi Grundig, Blaukpunt, Bosch SS, Fagor, Celestica, Lear, Elcan, Denso, 
Robert Bosch and others.  

“Valor provides a very important competitive advantage for Silgal and its customers.“ said José 
Madureira, General Manager of Silgal. “Since its establishment in 1985 Silgal has always aimed to 
supply the electronics Industry with solutions to improve production efficiency, and given the increasing 
demand that we see today for software solutions, we believe that our customers will benefit from 
Valor’s expertise and ability to deliver solutions that flexibly integrate different types of equipments and 
production environments.”  

“We are glad to have Silgal join our growing strategic sales network,” said Stephan Häfele, president of 
Valor Europe. “We recognize Silgal as a company focused on the satisfaction of its customers, working 
with the highest professional and technological standards and with a highly skilled and motivated team, 
and we are convinced that Valor’s solutions for the assembly market will be a valuable addition to their 
portfolio. I’m sure that the customers of both Valor and Silgal will benefit from this partnership.”  
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