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Acquisitions 
Autodesk Completes Acquisition of Electrical Computer-Aided Design ECSCAD Technology From 
Mensch und Maschine Group 
15 October 2008 

Autodesk, Inc. has completed the acquisition of substantially all of the assets of Elektro-CAE-Software 
GmbH (ECS), a solution provider of electrical computer-aided design (CAD) software, including the 
ECSCAD product line. 

Autodesk announced its intent to acquire substantially all of the assets of Germany-based ECS from 
Mensch und Maschine Deutschland GmbH, a member of the Mensch und Maschine group, on August 

http://www.autodesk.com/
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20, 2008. Terms of the transaction were not disclosed. 

Further enhancing the Autodesk solution for Digital Prototyping with software that relies on database-
driven methods for controls system design, ECSCAD software complements AutoCAD Electrical 
software, which is used to create accurate schematic-based designs. As both product lines are built on 
the AutoCAD platform, Autodesk will be positioned to enhance functionality and performance for both 
ECSCAD and AutoCAD Electrical customers and to offer even more powerful tools for a broad range of 
electrical controls designers. 

"The acquisition of the ECSCAD technology extends Autodesk's leadership in Digital Prototyping and 
will allow European electrical design engineers to integrate both mechanical and electrical designs, 
offering the best of both worlds of database and drawing-based technology," said Robert "Buzz" Kross, 
Autodesk Manufacturing Solutions senior vice president. "We welcome ECS employees and customers 
to Autodesk." 

About Mensch und Maschine Software 

Mensch und Maschine Software SE (M+M) is a leading European supplier of computer-aided design 
and manufacturing (CAD/CAM) software with locations in Germany, Austria, Switzerland, France, 
Italy, UK, Belgium, Sweden, Poland, Romania, USA, Japan and APAC. M+M's diversified product 
range includes CAD/CAM solutions in different price / performance areas for key industries (e.g. 
mechanical and electrical engineering, architecture, geography). The company was founded in 1984 and 
is headquartered in Wessling near Munich. In 2007, group sales of EUR 212.9 million were achieved 
with 327 employees. M+M is listed on the Prime Segment of Frankfurt Stock Exchange. 

About Elektro-CAE-Software 

ECS was founded in 1993 and is located in Donzdorf, Germany. Formerly part of the M+M group of 
companies, ECS is one of the leading suppliers of database oriented ECAD systems for the mechanical 
engineering, energy supply, and plant construction market. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Cadence Expands Enterprise Verification IP Portfolio by 5X to Provide Industry's Broadest OVM 
Multi-language Offering 
15 October 2008 

Cadence Design Systems, Inc. announced that it has acquired the verification IP (VIP) assets from 
leading providers Yogitech SpA, IntelliProp Inc., and HDL Design House. With the addition of these 
high-quality components, Cadence® expands its existing VIP portfolio by five times to now include 
over 30 standard protocols for wireless, networking, storage, multimedia, automotive, and more, also 
enabling Cadence to better address and help customers resolve their key business risk areas of schedule 
and design process predictability, design team productivity, and end product quality. Purchase terms 
were not disclosed.  

This asset acquisition allows Cadence to leverage its existing leadership in VIP capability, including 
Open Verification Methodology (OVM) multi-language reuse, protocol compliance, and automated 
metric-driven verification methodology. Unlike alternative VIP offerings in the market today that 
provide basic bus-functional model (BFM) capability, all of the Cadence Incisive® Universal 
Verification Components (UVC) in the portfolio will provide a pre-packaged metric-driven solution. 
This includes OVM multi-language support for both SystemVerilog and e, and the industry-unique 
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Compliance Management System to measure compliance against the protocol specification. In addition, 
the UVCs include all of the advanced testbench features Cadence customers have come to expect, such 
as constrained-random stimuli generation, complete protocol checking, scoreboarding hooks, and a full 
functional coverage. 

"Cadence is taking a prime position in the breadth of verification IP offered with this announcement," 
said Ian Mackintosh, president and chairman of OCP-IP. "OCP implementers will certainly benefit from 
the availability of both advanced testbench and assertion based VIP for OCP from a single vendor – 
especially with the compliance checks built right in." 

"Cadence has long provided industry leadership in verification technology and methodology as this has 
been both a critical and growing problem our customers face while designing their complex SoCs," said 
Tom Cooley, corporate vice president of marketing and field operations at Cadence. "The acquisition of 
powerful, mature verification IP from leading verification providers Yogitech, Intelliprop, and HDL 
Design House allows Cadence to provide the broadest offering of proven verification IP and accelerate 
our customers’ ability to quickly achieve verification closure and meet their business objectives."  

Customers developing today’s IP and SoC designs face the challenge of high complexity and shrinking 
schedules, and requires the scalable, consistent adoptability and reusability attributes provided by an 
OVM multi-language environment. OVM has enjoyed tremendous customer adoption and growth in 
vendor support since its open-source release on www.ovmworld.org. As a co-developer of OVM and 
contributor to the open source community, Cadence has invested in providing the broadest portfolio of 
multi-language OVM VIP, providing leadership to the industry and accelerating the momentum of the 
ecosystem.  

The OVM and Cadence Incisive verification technology support within the VIP allows teams to create, 
integrate, and reuse their verification environments from block to chip to system level than other less 
capable offerings in the market. This significantly reduces their verification risk by dramatically 
shrinking verification environment development and bring-up time, ensuring compliance to the protocol 
specifications being implemented or integrated, and automating the collection and analysis of 
verification metrics to rapidly achieve verification closure.  

"Yogitech has a successful history of providing specialized solutions consisting of products, 
methodologies, and services for digital and mixed-signal design and verification to key leaders across 
the semiconductor industry, and we’re now strengthening our unique solution offering in the domain of 
safety-critical electronics," said Silvano Motto, president and CEO of Yogitech. "As an early 
verification collaborator with Cadence, we have worked closely on verification technology and reuse 
methodology and see our contribution to Cadence’s VIP portfolio and this next phase of our relationship 
providing tremendous value to the end customer in terms of broad availability and applicability of this 
industry-leading VIP offering."  

Expanded Protocol Support  

The existing portfolio of Cadence UVCs supports AMBA AHB and AXI, Ethernet, PCI Express, PCI, 
and USB industry-standard protocols. The new offering will better address VIP needs across major 
market segments, with the expanded portfolio including support for the following additional protocols:  

AMBA APB ATAPI CAN CE-ATA 

http://www.ovmworld.org/
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CompactFlash  DDR2 DDR3 FibreChannel

HDMI HyperTransport I2C JTAG 

LPC LIN OCP PCI-X 

PMBus Register & Memory SAS SATA 

SDIO Serial Rapid I/O SMBus SPI-4 

Cadence customers already benefit from the company's long history of expertise and industry success in 
the creation and deployment of advanced testbench, assertion-based and transaction-based acceleration 
VIP in addition to its SpeedBridge® adapters for emulation and in-circuit system validation. The 
availability of this broad range of VIP addresses project requirements for standard protocol IP 
acceptance, compliance, and SoC integration -- from the enterprise-wide needs at large corporations to 
individual projects at small start-ups. 

Additional Quotes: 

"Intelliprop has leveraged its position of providing leading design and verification services, IP, and VIP 
for the storage market segment for over 10 years to help customers achieve the design quality and 
process effectiveness needed to make their products successful," said Hiren Patel, president and CEO of 
Intelliprop. "Cadence has consistently driven the state-of-the-art in verification technology, 
methodology, and reuse, and has clearly positioned itself to not only provide the leading VIP offering 
for the storage market segment, but easily the most robust offering for anyone doing SoC or IP design."  

"As an ASIC and SoC design and verification services and IP company, HDL Design House has a long 
track record of working with customers to successfully face difficult schedule, complexity, and cost 
challenges through our expertise in verification methodology and reuse," said Predrag Markovic, 
president and CEO of HDL Design House. "We see this transaction as the next step in our long 
relationship with Cadence to provide their customers with the best-in-class advanced verification IP for 
their broader SoC verification challenges."  

Click here to return to Contents 

CIMdata News 
CIMdata Publishes a White Paper about Getting Started in PDM; “Companies of all sizes can take 
advantage of today’s PDM systems” 
15 October 2008 

CIMdata announced that it had recently published a white paper entitled “Getting Started in PDM”. The 
paper describes the evolution of Product Data Management (PDM) systems, their applicability to mid-
sized manufacturing companies in multiple industry segments, and how companies of all sizes can take 
advantage of today’s PDM systems. It also explains the key components of PDM that mid-sized 
companies should care about, how PDM can address their critical business issues, and the most critical 
best-practices related to the planning and implementation of a PDM system. Additionally, this paper 

http://www.cadence.com/
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describes what mid-sized companies need to do to get started with PDM, and how they should assess the 
suitability of the different PDM systems on the market. Finally, the paper provides a brief review of 
Siemens PLM Software’s mid-market-focused PDM system—Teamcenter Express; one of many mid-
market PDM systems on the market today. 

Commenting on the applicability of PDM to companies of all sizes, Peter Bilello, CIMdata Vice 
President said, “As PDM technologies have matured, their applicability to multiple industrial segments 
and organizations of all sizes has increased significantly. Our research and experience indicate that 
many PDM systems have evolved to meet the needs of not just large enterprises, but also small- to 
medium-sized enterprises of all types. This evolution is an undisputable sign of general market 
acceptance for this data management-focused technology and the other Product Lifecycle Management 
(PLM) enabling technologies (e.g., visualization, enterprise application integration, digital 
manufacturing, etc.).” Mr. Bilello added, “There is no doubt that the extensive capabilities provided by 
many of today’s PDM systems have allowed enterprises in many industrial segments to better control 
and leverage their intellectual assets—to reduce cost, increase quality, and reduce delivery time.” Mr. 
Bilello also said that a number of PDM suppliers are delivering robust preconfigured PDM systems that 
had been designed for mid-market companies.  

Mr. Bilello cautioned that small- to medium-sized companies in the market for an enterprise-class data 
management solution should remember to first define their true short- and long-term business 
requirements related to creating and managing their product definition information. Then look to PDM 
suppliers that can best address them. Once this has been accomplished, organizations considering PDM 
should plan for the implementation, and ensure that internal and external support is provided when and 
where needed. He concluded, “Companies must remember that they should not only look to select the 
most appropriate PDM technology, but also the most appropriate supplier that shares their vision and has 
a proven track record of delivering quick and easy-to-implement business solutions.” 

For more information please contact CIMdata at +1(734) 668-9922. Copies of the Getting Started in 
PDM white paper are available at no cost through the CIMdata website.  

About PLM 

CIMdata defines PLM as a strategic business approach that applies a consistent set of business solutions 
in support of the collaborative creation, management, dissemination, and use of product definition 
information across the extended enterprise from concept to end of life—integrating people, processes, 
business systems, and information. PLM forms the product information backbone for a company and its 
extended enterprise. 

Click here to return to Contents 

CIMdata’s October Opinion Poll is “What is the Next Planned Area of Expansion of your PLM 
Solution?” 
October 2008 

CIMdata is seeking feedback about the next planned area of expansion of PLM solutions in industrial 
companies in its October opinion poll. 

Click here to return to Contents 

CIMdata Announces the Results of its Opinion Poll on Which Offers the Greatest Inoperability 

http://www.cimdata.com/publications/reports_complimentary/white_papers.html
http://www.cimdata.com/polls/polls.html
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Challenges with PLM Systems 
17 October 2008 

The results for our inoperability poll are: 

 
For comparison here are the results from when we featured this poll in 2004 

 
CIMdata Analysis 

The latest CIMdata poll results identified that integration among CAD systems is the greatest 
interoperability challenge for companies (41% of responders). This is up from 23% four years earlier 
and indicates that managing CAD data from multiple sources across organization and the supply / design 
chain is growing in importance. As more companies outsource design to their partners, multi-CAD 
integration will remain a key success factor. 

Integration with other PDM systems was identified as a leading challenge by 13% of responders – 
approximately the same as four years ago. This issue will continue as multiple PDM solutions are used 
throughout the design chain. However, as new architectures and standards are adopted, PDM to PDM 
integration, while essential, is becoming easier. 

Several other interoperability areas were considered less challenging in the current poll versus four years 
ago. These include integration with enterprise resource planning systems and supply chain management. 
Each of these areas has been addressed by PLM solution providers during the four year period with both 
better integrations to third party solutions and incorporation of these functions within larger PLM 
solution suites. This has reduced the need/problems of integration for these areas. 

NOTE: The results of these polls are anecdotal, not scientific.  
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If you have a suggestion for a poll you'd like to see contact us at info@cimdata.com.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Company News 
Actify Increases Global Presence in Europe 
14 October 2008 

Actify, Inc. continues to expand its global presence by signing new authorized Value Added Resellers 
(VARs) in the EMEA region. With EDA Systems in the UK, Alcyone in Spain, and Demirci ve Demirci 
in Turkey, the SpinFire and DesignShare solutions and support are even more readily available to 
customers and prospects. Under the terms of the agreements, EDA Systems, Alcyone, and Demirci ve 
Demirci will market and distribute the Actify solution in their respective regions. This agreement 
supports Actify's continued efforts to build extensive distribution networks worldwide, allowing the 
company's products and solutions to be easily accessible the world over.  

"With the advent of the global economic crisis, we are seeing manufacturing output numbers reduce in 
all parts of the world," said Chris Jones, president of Actify. "Many manufacturing companies will be 
forced into reviewing their processes to look for efficiencies and ways in which to reduce costs. Our 
solutions are well situated to help solve these issues and with partners spanning the globe, our solutions 
are readily accessible. These new partnerships are demonstrated proof of our strategic initiative to 
deliver world class software solutions, training and technical support to markets around the globe 
especially during these economically uncertain times," continued Jones.  

EDA Systems is an independent solution provider, based in Gloucestershire, UK, specializing in 
supporting organizations in the management of their electronic data by providing top quality software 
solutions and services. "We've just exhibited at the Interplas Plastics show in Birmingham and received 
excellent support from the Actify team," said Graham Morley, Managing Director at EDA Systems. 
"Though it was our first time exhibiting with Actify's solutions, we found that they attract a lot of 
interest from visitors and we are excited to see what new business our partnership with Actify will 
bring."  

Alcyone, Centro De Sistemas CAD, S.L., is a Spanish company founded in 2005 with long and 
extensive experience in the market for distribution of design software in Spain. For years Alcyone have 
been present in the market for mechanical design; positioned as a reference at the national level, and a 
leader of CAD, CAM and CAE products and services for design and manufacturing companies in 
automotive, aerospace, capital equipment and consumption. "For us it is a privilege to have the 
opportunity to provide our customers with Actify's solutions, one of the best collaborative software 
around the world," said Mr. Juan Carlos Bermejo, Managing Director at Alcyone.  

Demirci ve Demirci is a software distribution and IT support company for licensing products. Since 
1997, the company has been supplying small businesses and corporate resellers as well as government 
and educational institutions. Demirci ve Demirci is privately owned and pride themselves on their 
unrivalled personal service to their customer base. "We chose to sign with Actify simply because they 
are the best company in their area (digital design communication solutions)," said Mr. Ufuk Metin 
Demirci, Managing Director at Demirci ve Demirci.  

Click here to return to Contents 

mailto:info@cimdata.com
http://www.actify.com/
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Apriso FlexNet Achieves New SAP Certified Integration Status 
15 October 2008 

Apriso announced its FlexNet® product has earned another certification for integration with SAP® 
solutions. The SAP Integration and Certification Center (SAP ICC) has certified that the Apriso FlexNet 
Operations Execution System 9.4 properly integrates with the SAP NetWeaver® Exchange 
Infrastructure (SAP NetWeaver XI-CNT 3.0) component of the SAP NetWeaver technology platform to 
exchange critical data with instances of the SAP Business Suite family of applications.  

Apriso FlexNet solutions have continued to achieve certifications over the past 15 years – always on the 
latest technologies – including an earlier integration via ISA 95, which had achieved “Powered by SAP 
NetWeaver” status in January 2006. Learn more here: http://www.apriso.com/News/release_archive/3-
Jan-06_SAP_Netweaver.htm.  

“Apriso was one of the early adopters of the SAP NetWeaver Process Integration offering, and has 
continuously maintained SAP Certified – Powered by SAP NetWeaver status for its FlexNet solution,” 
explains Chris Will, chief technology officer of Apriso. “The FlexNet platform and application suite 
expands flexibility, visibility and control of an SAP solution-based system.”  

Manufacturers implementing Apriso FlexNet to exchange critical shop floor data with instances of the 
SAP Business Suite family of applications can gain expanded functionality from what a traditional 
Manufacturing Execution System can offer. Apriso FlexNet delivers operations execution capabilities 
spanning departmental ‘silos’ to integrate, manage and execute production, warehouse, quality, 
maintenance, labor and supply chain business processes. Benefits are amplified when FlexNet is 
implemented across multiple locations, for superior global operations performance at the lowest total 
cost of ownership.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Cadence Board of Directors Creates Interim Office of the Chief Executive; Michael Fister Resigns 
15 October 2008 

Cadence Design Systems, Inc. announced that its Board of Directors has formed an Interim Office of the 
Chief Executive to oversee the day-to-day running of the company’s operations, effective immediately. 
The Interim Office of the Chief Executive includes: John B. Shoven, Ph.D., Chairman of the Board of 
Directors of Cadence, who has been appointed to the position of Interim Executive Chairman, Lip-Bu 
Tan, a director of Cadence since 2004, who has been appointed Interim Vice Chairman of Cadence’s 
Board, and Kevin S. Palatnik, Senior Vice President and Chief Financial Officer. Charlie Huang, Senior 
Vice President – Business Development, has been named Chief of Staff of the Interim Office of the 
Chief Executive.  

The formation of the Interim Office of the Chief Executive followed Michael Fister’s resignation as 
President, Chief Executive Officer and a director of the company, by mutual agreement between Mr. 
Fister and the Board.  

The Board has formed a search committee, co-chaired by Dr. Shoven and Mr. Tan, to identify qualified 
candidates to lead the company on a permanent basis.  

“Our Board of Directors believes that the formation of the Interim Office of the Chief Executive is the 
best structure to lead Cadence during this time of transition,” said Dr. John Shoven, Chairman of the 

http://www.apriso.com/News/release_archive/3-Jan-06_SAP_Netweaver.htm
http://www.apriso.com/News/release_archive/3-Jan-06_SAP_Netweaver.htm
http://www.cadence.com/
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Board. “Each of us is looking forward to working closely, together with the entire Cadence organization, 
to better position the company for future success. We remain focused on leveraging the company’s 
many strengths while continuing to fulfill the needs of our customers with compelling products and 
solutions. We believe strongly that Cadence has a solid foundation in place that positions the company 
for strong performance as economic and business trends improve.”  

Dr. Shoven continued, “On behalf of the Board, I would like to thank Mike Fister for his leadership, 
hard work and dedication to Cadence. Since he joined the company in 2004, he has made a number of 
important contributions to the company and we wish him the best in his future endeavors.”  

The company also announced that Kevin Bushby has resigned as Executive Vice President – Worldwide 
Field Operations, effective immediately. Thomas Cooley, Corporate Vice President – Field Marketing, 
will succeed Mr. Bushby, leading Worldwide Field Operations. Mr. Cooley’s proven leadership in the 
field, combined with his deep knowledge of Cadence’s products and customers acquired over 13 years 
in the Cadence sales organization, makes him an ideal leader for the company’s field operations.  

The company also announced the resignations of James S. Miller, Jr., Executive Vice President – 
Products and Technologies Organization, William Porter, Executive Vice President and Chief 
Administrative Officer, and R.L. Smith McKeithen, Executive Vice President – Corporate Affairs, 
effective immediately. The company does not intend to fill the positions held by Mr. Miller, Mr. Porter 
or Mr. McKeithen.  

 “The Board of Directors would like to express its sincere appreciation to Kevin Bushby, Smith 
McKeithen, Jim Miller and Bill Porter for their years of service, numerous contributions and deep 
commitment to Cadence. Cadence has benefited from their collective experience and leadership. We 
wish them all continued success in the years ahead,” continued Dr. Shoven.  

Update on Expected Third Quarter Results 

For the third quarter of 2008, the company expects results to be in line with the business outlook 
previously announced on July 23, 2008. Total revenue is estimated to be in the range of $235 to $245 
million. Third quarter GAAP net loss per share is estimated to be in the range of $(0.27) to $(0.25). Net 
loss per share using the non-GAAP measure defined below is estimated to be in the range of $(0.11) to 
$(0.09). These results are preliminary and subject to the company's management completing its 
customary quarterly close. In addition to using GAAP results in evaluating Cadence’s business, 
management believes it is useful to measure results using a non-GAAP measure of net income, which 
excludes, as applicable, amortization of intangible assets, stock-based compensation expense, in-process 
research and development charges, certain termination and legal costs, integration and acquisition-
related costs, gains or losses and expenses or credits related to non-qualified deferred compensation plan 
assets, executive severance payments, restructuring charges and credits, losses on extinguishment of 
debt and equity in losses (income) from investments. Non-GAAP net income is adjusted by the amount 
of additional taxes or tax benefit that the company would accrue if it used non-GAAP results instead of 
GAAP results to calculate the company’s tax liability. Investors and potential investors are encouraged 
to review the reconciliation of non-GAAP financial results with their most direct comparable GAAP 
financial results, including the reconciliation of non-GAAP financial results with GAAP financial results 
for the quarter ended June 28, 2008 set forth in our press release of July 23, 2008, which can be found in 
the investor relations portion of our website at www.cadence.com/cadence/investor_relations.  

Cadence will announce its third quarter financial results and conduct an audio webcast on October 22, 
2008, at 2 p.m. (Pacific)/5 p.m. (Eastern). Participating on the Webcast will be Lip-Bu Tan, Interim Vice 
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Chairman, and Kevin Palatnik, Senior Vice President and Chief Financial Officer.  

About John Shoven 

Dr. John B. Shoven, 61, has served as Cadence’s Chairman of the Board of Directors since July 2005, 
and has been a member of the Board since 1992. He is currently the Charles R. Schwab Professor of 
Economics at Stanford University, where he has taught since 1973. Dr. Shoven has served as director of 
the Stanford Institute for Economics Policy Research since November 1999 and served in that capacity 
from 1989 to 1993. Dr. Shoven served as Chairman of the Economics Department at Stanford 
University from 1986 to 1989 and as Dean of the School of Humanities and Sciences from 1993 to 
1998. Dr. Shoven also serves as a director of Exponent, Inc., and a member of the Mountain View Board 
of American Century Funds. Dr. Shoven is also a member of the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences.  

About Lip-Bu Tan 

Lip-Bu Tan, 48, has been a member of Cadence’s Board of Directors since 2004, and serves as a 
member of the Finance and Technology Committees of the Board. He is the founder and Chairman of 
Walden International, an international venture capital firm founded in 1987. Mr. Tan also serves as a 
director of Flextronics International Ltd., Semiconductor Manufacturing International Corporation and 
SINA Corporation. Mr. Tan received an M.S. in nuclear engineering from the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, an MBA from the University of San Francisco, and a B.S. from Nanyang University in 
Singapore.  

About Kevin Palatnik 

Kevin S. Palatnik, 50, serves as Cadence Senior Vice President and Chief Financial Officer. Prior to his 
appointment as CFO, Palatnik served as Senior Vice President and Corporate Controller. Before joining 
Cadence in 1994, Palatnik spent 13 years with IBM Corporation, where he held engineering and senior 
financial positions including Controller of one of IBM’s largest manufacturing sites. Palatnik received 
his Bachelor of Science degree in Industrial Engineering and Operations Research as well as an M.B.A. 
from Syracuse University.  

Click here to return to Contents 

CollabNet Names 25-Year Software And Technology Veteran as Vice President of Business 
Development 
15 October 2008 

CollabNet announced that Jim Ensell joined its executive management team as vice president of 
business development. 

In his new role, Ensell will be responsible for shaping the company's worldwide business development 
strategy by pursuing strategic partnerships with companies that want to leverage CollabNet's leadership 
and footprint in the distributed software development and development infrastructure markets. He will 
focus on strategy and partner identification to improve CollabNet's brand awareness, revenue, and 
competitive positioning. 

Prior to joining CollabNet, Ensell served as president and chief operating officer of rfXcel Corporation, 
a SaaS provider of Track and Trace supply chain applications. At rfXcel, he successfully built out a 
management team and added product capabilities that enabled the company to win sales with multiple 
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Fortune 500 companies, to grow rfXcel's revenue well over 100 percent in his first year. He also 
established key partnerships with large ERP companies, pharmaceutical manufacturers and solution 
providers that greatly improved the company's market recognition, brand awareness, and customer 
success. Prior to rfXcel, he was senior vice president of marketing and business development at Virage 
Logic Corporation, where he ran worldwide marketing, program management, and corporate business 
development. He has also held multiple executive roles in companies in the manufacturing and 
semiconductor verticals. Ensell holds an MSEE from the University of Pennsylvania and a BEE from 
Villanova University. 

Visit CollabNet at http://www.collab.net or get more information about Subversion at 
http://www.collab.net/subversion.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Dassault Systèmes Announces Accelerated Simulation Performance with Microsoft’s Windows HPC 
Server 2008 
15 October 2008 

Dassault Systèmes (DS) announced that R Systems, a technology-leading IT solutions provider, in 
cooperation with SIMULIA and Dana Holding Corporation, has completed a simulation benchmark 
using Abaqus FEA software and Windows HPC Server 2008.  

“With Windows HPC Server 2008, Microsoft has made huge advancements in performance and scaling 
that give users of realistic simulation solutions more IT flexibility,” stated Brian Kucic, VP of business 
development for R Systems. “Using the analysis model provided by Dana and the same 32-node 
compute cluster, we evaluated the performance of Abaqus FEA software on both Linux and Windows. 
Switching between the two operating systems was straightforward and the performance of Windows 
HPC Server 2008 was highly competitive.”  

Using 128 cores of a 256 core Intel Harpertown cluster with Quad Data Rate Infiniband, R Systems 
performed the benchmark study of a finite element analysis model provided by Dana to evaluate 
distributed memory performance of Abaqus FEA on Windows. The analysis, which normally takes a 
little over 2 days to complete using 8 cores, ran to completion in just under 3.5 hours.  

“We were extremely pleased by the outcome of the R Systems study,” stated Frank Popielas, manager 
advanced engineering, Sealing Products Group, Dana Holding. “The combination of flexible computing 
clusters and the power of parallel processing enabled by SIMULIA and Microsoft will result in 
significant time and money savings for Dana and the manufacturing industry as a whole.”  

“SIMULIA is focused on optimizing the performance of our robust and scalable simulation software for 
Windows HPC Server 2008,” stated Steve Crowley, director of product management, SIMULIA, 
Dassault Systèmes. “R Systems provided excellent computing resources for our team to assess the 
performance of Windows HPC Server 2008 using Dana’s model. We were highly impressed with the 
results and believe Windows HPC Server 2008 makes supercomputing more accessible by allowing our 
end-users to harness the power of distributed computing through a familiar Windows desktop 
environment.”  

Running Abaqus FEA software on a Windows-based cluster provides engineers with an integrated, 
efficient, and easily scalable high-performance computing platform for solving some of the most 
complex simulation and multiphysics analysis equations in less time by leveraging the combination of 

http://www.collab.net/
http://www.collab.net/subversion
http://www.3ds.com/
http://www.rsystemsinc.com/
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Abaqus distributed-memory parallel technology and Windows clustering solutions.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Integware Announces Partnership with Best-Selling Author Gus Lee; Gus Lee joins Integware as 
Chief Learning and Education Officer 
14 October 2008 

Leadership consultant and best-selling author Gus Lee has joined Integware in the role of Chief 
Learning and Education Officer. He will enhance the company’s values-based culture and team with 
others in creating a sustaining Tier 3 firm. “We can think of corporate culture,” said Mr. Lee, “in three 
levels. A Tier 1 corporation is the modern coliseum of competing ambitions and departments fighting 
over resources; it’s Lord of the Flies on steroids. A Tier 2 is a short-term results-focused company, 
which is our garden-variety U.S. corporation. A Tier 3 company is uniquely centered on moral courage; 
it bears the birthmark of the Good to Great and Built to Last firms cited in the Collins and Porras 
longitudinal profitability studies. Integware has the intentionality and the character talent to be a Good to 
Great organization.”  

Gus has worked with Integware since 2004 to improve teamwork, conflict resolution skills, and to 
define and develop Integware’s core values and operating principles. “Gus has helped me to grow both 
as a person and as a leader,” said Integware CEO, Chris Kay. “I attribute the coaching I received from 
Gus as transformative in my life and one of the keys to my success.” 

About Gus Lee 

Mr. Lee is a nationally-recognized ethicist, character-based leadership consultant, executive coach and 
author. He was mentored by H. Norman Schwarzkopf at West Point and by Edgar Bodenheimer, a 
Nuremberg prosecutor, at King Hall School of Law, UC Davis. He has been a COO, an EVP, a 
government senior executive, a U.S. Senate ethics investigator, an acting deputy attorney general, a 
senior deputy district attorney, JAG officer and paratrooper. He has written six best-selling books 
including Courage: The Backbone of Leadership, Honor and Duty, Tiger’s Tail, No Physical Evidence 
and Chasing Hepburn. Mr. Lee has consulted and spoken on integrity, courage, leadership, teamwork 
and conflict resolution to the National Conference of Supreme Court Justices, the Smithsonian 
Institution, California District Attorneys Association, Centura Hospitals, Corbis/Microsoft, Compassion 
International, Lockheed-Martin, Halliburton, the U.S. Department of Justice, Executive Forum, the FBI, 
Intel, Kaiser Permanente, Levi Strauss, Whirlpool, the U.S. Federal Academies Honor Conference, the 
Young Presidents Organization and many law enforcement and healthcare organizations. He is a thought 
leader for West Point, Development Dynamics International, the Praevius Group and the Kansas City 
Police Department’s Leadership Academy. He assisted Integware in its original core values adoption 
and development and now serves as a standards coach and content instructor for Integware’s 
development of a high-standards culture. 

Click here to return to Contents 

IronCAD Signs P1 CAD in Sheffield as a Strategic Reseller 
13 October 2008 

IronCAD, LLC announced a new partnership with P1 CAD Ltd in the UK to enable them to better 
service and support the growing number of IronCAD users in the North of England. Based in Sheffield, 

http://www.integware.com/
http://www.ironcad.com/
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P1 CAD is a division of P1 Technology Ltd, an established design and rapid prototyping bureau. 
Richard Serna, IronCAD’s Sales Director commented, “Over the past year we have seen a steady growth 
of interest in our products from the manufacturing heartlands of the UK. P1 CAD is ideally placed to 
support these users and their experience in design and rapid prototyping ensures they are able to provide 
the level of expertise demanded by our users.” 

James Oldham, P1 CADs Managing director has been involved in engineering design and product 
development for 21 years. Working closely with IronCAD's portfolio of products will enable him to 
assist 2D users migrate seamlessly to 3D and to work with 3D CAD users to help them achieve greater 
productivity. 

For more information about P1 CAD, please visit www.p1cad.co.uk or call 0114 288 6021 

Click here to return to Contents 

New Discovery Channel ‘Prototype This’ Show Uses SolidWorks to Invent the Future 
15 October 2008 

If you launched a reality TV series featuring engineers inventing the future one brilliant prototype at a 
time, what tool would you use for quick and easy design?  

SolidWorks® 3D CAD software is the choice of ‘Prototype This,’ a new Discovery Channel series that 
brings viewers straight to the design in an island warehouse in San Francisco Bay. Viewers experience 
the design process firsthand as a team of engineers and PhDs bring inventions to life. ‘Prototype This’ 
premiers tonight, Wednesday, Oct. 15, at 10 p.m. ET with an attempt to prototype “a mind-controlled 
car.”  

“Any great prototype starts with a great design, and to design I use my favorite tool, SolidWorks,” said 
Dr. Mike North, the team’s materials and mechanical engineering expert. “It takes a lot of headache out 
of the design process.”  

In a video on the show’s Web site, http://dsc.discovery.com/tv/prototype-this/invention-
central/invention-central.html, North uses SolidWorks to quickly design a ‘Prototype This” emblem and 
send it to the machine shop for instant production.  

(Due to its length, this URL may need to be copied/pasted into your Internet browser's address field. 
Remove the extra space if one exists.)  

“The ‘Prototype This’ team takes full advantage of this powerful tool to design custom components for 
many of the builds,” the show’s Web site says. “The digital design files can be exported to the 3D 
printer, the CNC mill and other computer-controlled modeling or machining equipment.”  

“It’s exciting to see the fun and cool aspects of engineering revealed for the world to experience,” said 
Fielder Hiss, director, product management of DS SolidWorks Corp. “We’re thrilled that the ‘Prototype 
This’ team chose SolidWorks, and we can’t wait to see what they come up with.”  

About ‘Prototype This’  

In a warehouse on an island in San Francisco Bay, a team of engineers and PhD's are inventing the 
future one prototype at a time. From finding solutions to today's problems, to conceiving cool machines 
that are just fun to have around, the “Prototype This” crew imagines and then invents the future by using 
emerging technologies to build the craziest, one-of-a-kind prototypes of tomorrow. Tune in Wednesdays 

http://www.p1cad.co.uk/
http://dsc.discovery.com/tv/prototype-this/invention-central/invention-central.html
http://dsc.discovery.com/tv/prototype-this/invention-central/invention-central.html
http://www.3ds.com/
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for loads of zany brilliance, hi-tech wizardry, and an inside look at some of the latest tools and gadgets 
that just may change the way we live and work. For more information, visit 
http://dsc.discovery.com/tv/prototype-this/prototype-this.html.  

Click here to return to Contents 

OMG Advances Standards at Technical Meeting in Orlando, Florida 
16 October 2008 

Members of the Object Management Group™ (OMG™) met in Orlando, FL during the week of 
September 22-26, 2008. At this meeting, nine new and revised specifications finished the adoption 
process and were approved by the OMG Board of Directors. The Technology Committees also approved 
the issuance of six new requests for information/proposal. This meeting was co-located with the SOA 
Consortium.  

The OMG Board of Directors voted to approve nine specifications:  

New Specifications  
Abstract Syntax Tree Metamodel (ASTM)  

Software Metrics Metamodel (SMM)  

UML® Profile for Data Distribution Service (DDS)  

PIM & PSM for Smart Antenna  

Reference Metamodel for EXPRESS Information Modeling Language  

Revisions or Finalizations of Specifications  

DDS Interoperability RTF  

Quality of Service for CORBA® Component Model 1.1 RTF  

OMG SysML™ RTF  

UML 2.2 RTF  

Additional Specifications Moving Toward Adoption  

In addition to the specifications mentioned, the following specifications are expected to go before the 
OMG Board of Directors for adoption at the next meeting.  

Robotic Localization Service RFP  

Executable UML Foundation Revised Submission  

Federal Transition Framework (FTF) FTF Final Report  

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) Services 2.0 FTF Final Report  

2nd Ontology Definition Metamodel (ODM) FTF Final Report  

Get Involved: Processes Open for Participation  

OMG is an open-membership organization and welcomes any organization, government agency, or 
university to join and contribute to our specifications. The following were issued in Orlando and are 
currently open to participation.  

http://dsc.discovery.com/tv/prototype-this/prototype-this.html
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&div=lcaegfddjfg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.omg.org%2F&esheet=5804817&lan=en_US&anchor=Object+Management+Group%E2%84%A2&index=1
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&div=lcaegfddjfg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.soa-consortium.org%2F&esheet=5804817&lan=en_US&anchor=SOA+Consortium&index=1
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&div=lcaegfddjfg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.soa-consortium.org%2F&esheet=5804817&lan=en_US&anchor=SOA+Consortium&index=1
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&div=lcaegfddjfg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.omg.org%2Fcgi-bin%2Fdoc%3Fadmtf%2F2008-05-01&esheet=5804817&lan=en_US&anchor=Abstract+Syntax+Tree+Metamodel+%28ASTM%29&index=1
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&div=lcaegfddjfg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.omg.org%2Fcgi-bin%2Fdoc%3Fadmtf%2F2008-05-04&esheet=5804817&lan=en_US&anchor=Software+Metrics+Metamodel+%28SMM%29&index=1
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&div=lcaegfddjfg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.omg.org%2Fcgi-bin%2Fdoc%3Fmars%2F2008-05-04&esheet=5804817&lan=en_US&anchor=UML%C2%AE+Profile+for+Data+Distribution+Service+%28DDS%29&index=1
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&div=lcaegfddjfg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.omg.org%2Fcgi-bin%2Fdoc%3Fmars%2F2008-05-04&esheet=5804817&lan=en_US&anchor=UML%C2%AE+Profile+for+Data+Distribution+Service+%28DDS%29&index=1
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&div=lcaegfddjfg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.omg.org%2Fcgi-bin%2Fdoc%3Fmars%2F2008-05-04&esheet=5804817&lan=en_US&anchor=UML%C2%AE+Profile+for+Data+Distribution+Service+%28DDS%29&index=1
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&div=lcaegfddjfg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.omg.org%2Fcgi-bin%2Fdoc%3Fsbc%2F2008-03-05&esheet=5804817&lan=en_US&anchor=PIM+%26+PSM+for+Smart+Antenna&index=1
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&div=lcaegfddjfg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.omg.org%2Fcgi-bin%2Fdoc%3Fmantis%2F2008-02-05&esheet=5804817&lan=en_US&anchor=Reference+Metamodel+for+EXPRESS+Information+Modeling+Language&index=1
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&div=lcaegfddjfg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.omg.org%2Fcgi-bin%2Fdoc%3Fptc%2F08-06-12&esheet=5804817&lan=en_US&anchor=DDS+Interoperability+RTF&index=1
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&div=lcaegfddjfg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.omg.org%2Fcgi-bin%2Fdoc%3Fptc%2F08-06-16&esheet=5804817&lan=en_US&anchor=Quality+of+Service+for+CORBA%C2%AE+Component+Model+1.1+RTF&index=1
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&div=lcaegfddjfg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.omg.org%2Fcgi-bin%2Fdoc%3Fptc%2F08-06-16&esheet=5804817&lan=en_US&anchor=Quality+of+Service+for+CORBA%C2%AE+Component+Model+1.1+RTF&index=1
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&div=lcaegfddjfg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.omg.org%2Fcgi-bin%2Fdoc%3Fptc%2F08-06-16&esheet=5804817&lan=en_US&anchor=Quality+of+Service+for+CORBA%C2%AE+Component+Model+1.1+RTF&index=1
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&div=lcaegfddjfg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.omg.org%2Fcgi-bin%2Fdoc%3Fptc%2F2008-05-15&esheet=5804817&lan=en_US&anchor=OMG+SysML%E2%84%A2+RTF&index=1
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&div=lcaegfddjfg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.omg.org%2Fcgi-bin%2Fdoc%3Fptc%2F2008-06-03&esheet=5804817&lan=en_US&anchor=UML+2.2+RTF&index=1
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&div=lcaegfddjfg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.omg.org%2Ftechprocess%2Ffaxvotes%2FRobotic_Localization_Service_RFP.html&esheet=5804817&lan=en_US&anchor=Robotic+Localization+Service+RFP&index=1
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&div=lcaegfddjfg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.omg.org%2Ftechprocess%2Fmeetings%2Fschedule%2FExecutable_UML_Foundation_RFP.html&esheet=5804817&lan=en_US&anchor=Executable+UML+Foundation+Revised+Submission&index=1
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&div=lcaegfddjfg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.omg.org%2Ftechprocess%2Fmeetings%2Fschedule%2FFederal_Transition_Framework_%28FTF%29_RTF.html&esheet=5804817&lan=en_US&anchor=Federal+Transition+Framework+%28FTF%29+FTF+Final+Report&index=1
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&div=lcaegfddjfg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.omg.org%2Ftechprocess%2Fmeetings%2Fschedule%2F2nd_PLM_Services_V2.0_FTF.html&esheet=5804817&lan=en_US&anchor=Product+Lifecycle+Management+%28PLM%29+Services+2.0+FTF+Final+Report&index=1
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&div=lcaegfddjfg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.omg.org%2Ftechprocess%2Fmeetings%2Fschedule%2FODM_FTF_2.html&esheet=5804817&lan=en_US&anchor=2nd+Ontology+Definition+Metamodel+%28ODM%29+FTF+Final+Report&index=1
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UML Profile for DoDAF and MODAF (UPDM) RFC  

CORBA Binding for WSDL RFC  

Ruby CORBA Language Mapping RFC  

Event Metamodel and Profile (EMP) RFP  

Agent Metamodel and Profile (AMP) RFP  

Concrete Syntax for a UML Action Language RFP  

Non-members may download information on any of these Request processes from 
http://www.omg.org/public_schedule. For some processes, member votes have extended the Letter of 
Intent (LOI) dates beyond the deadline stated in the Request for Proposals (RFP). For more information 
on any RFP, send an email to info@omg.org.  

Special Event Podcasts  

Select presentations from the Business Architecture Information Day were recorded as podcasts and will 
be available soon on-demand on the OMG website.  

Meeting Sponsors  

This meeting was sponsored by: Annual Sponsors: No Magic, Inc., PrismTech; and Silver Sponsors: 
Lombardi Software and Metastorm.  

Next Meeting; Links to Additional Information  

OMG members will meet next in Santa Clara, Calif., U.S.A. during the week of December 8-12, 2008. 
Members and non-members are invited to attend the OMG SysML Information Days; the BPM 
Roundtable event “BPM in Industry Services;” OMG Tutorials; and the co-located meeting with the 
SOA Consortium (http://www.soa-consortium.org) that will be held during the meeting week. Several of 
the winners of the SOA Case Study Competition, announced in Orlando, will be presenting their case 
studies during a panel discussion at the Wednesday plenary lunch.  

Interested non-members may attend OMG Technical Meetings as observers; for an invitation see 
http://www.omg.org/tcguest. Members may register for the meeting at http://www.omg.org/registration. 
All OMG specifications may be downloaded free of charge from http://www.omg.org/specifications.  

About the Object Management Group  

OMG is an international, open membership, not-for-profit computer industry consortium. OMG Task 
Forces develop enterprise integration standards for a wide range of technologies, including: Real-time, 
Embedded and Specialized Systems, Analysis & Design, Architecture-Driven Modernization and 
Middleware and an even wider range of industries, including: Business Modeling and Integration, C4I, 
Finance, Government, Healthcare, Insurance, Legal Compliance, Life Sciences Research, 
Manufacturing Technology, Robotics, Software-Based Communications and Space.  

OMG’s modeling standards, including the Unified Modeling Language™ (UML®) and Model Driven 
Architecture® (MDA®), enable powerful visual design, execution and maintenance of software and other 
processes, including IT Systems Modeling and Business Process Management. OMG’s middleware 
standards and profiles are based on the Common Object Request Broker Architecture (CORBA®) and 
support a wide variety of industries.  

More information about OMG can be found at www.omg.org. OMG is headquartered in Needham, MA, 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&div=lcaegfddjfg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.omg.org%2Fcgi-bin%2Fdoc%3Fc4i%2F2008-08-13&esheet=5804817&lan=en_US&anchor=UML+Profile+for+DoDAF+and+MODAF+%28UPDM%29+RFC&index=1
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&div=lcaegfddjfg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.omg.org%2Fcgi-bin%2Fdoc%3Fmars%2F08-09-15&esheet=5804817&lan=en_US&anchor=CORBA+Binding+for+WSDL+RFC&index=1
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&div=lcaegfddjfg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.omg.org%2Fcgi-bin%2Fdoc%3Fmars%2F08-09-16&esheet=5804817&lan=en_US&anchor=Ruby+CORBA+Language+Mapping+RFC&index=1
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&div=lcaegfddjfg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.omg.org%2Fcgi-bin%2Fdoc%3Fad%2F08-09-15&esheet=5804817&lan=en_US&anchor=Event+Metamodel+and+Profile+%28EMP%29+RFP&index=1
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&div=lcaegfddjfg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.omg.org%2Fcgi-bin%2Fdoc%3Fad%2F2008-09-05&esheet=5804817&lan=en_US&anchor=Agent+Metamodel+and+Profile+%28AMP%29+RFP&index=1
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&div=lcaegfddjfg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.omg.org%2Fcgi-bin%2Fdoc%3Fad%2F2008-09-09&esheet=5804817&lan=en_US&anchor=Concrete+Syntax+for+a+UML+Action+Language+RFP&index=1
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&div=lcaegfddjfg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.omg.org%2Fpublic_schedule&esheet=5804817&lan=en_US&anchor=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.omg.org%2Fpublic_schedule&index=1
mailto:info@omg.org
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&div=lcaegfddjfg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.soa-consortium.org&esheet=5804817&lan=en_US&anchor=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.soa-consortium.org&index=1
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&div=lcaegfddjfg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.omg.org%2Ftcguest&esheet=5804817&lan=en_US&anchor=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.omg.org%2Ftcguest&index=1
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&div=lcaegfddjfg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.omg.org%2Fregistration&esheet=5804817&lan=en_US&anchor=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.omg.org%2Fregistration&index=1
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&div=lcaegfddjfg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.omg.org%2Fspecifications&esheet=5804817&lan=en_US&anchor=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.omg.org%2Fspecifications&index=1
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&div=lcaegfddjfg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.omg.org&esheet=5804817&lan=en_US&anchor=www.omg.org&index=1
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USA. 
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Oracle Achieves Milestone with Availability of 200 Oracle Accelerate Partner Solutions 
14 October 2008 

Oracle announced a significant milestone with the availability of 200 total Oracle Accelerate solutions 
through Oracle Certified and Certified Advantage Partners in the Oracle’s PartnerNetwork.  

Oracle Accelerate is Oracle’s partner-driven approach for the delivery of pre-packaged, industry-specific 
application bundles to fast-growing organizations with limited budgets. 

Also today, partners have released the first solutions for Oracle’s Demantra and Oracle CRM On 
Demand, bringing demand planning and on demand CRM applications to global midsize organizations.  

Just five months after the first Oracle Accelerate solution for Oracle’s Agile Product Lifecycle 
Management (PLM) was launched, Oracle partners have created and delivered seven additional 
solutions to meet the needs of midsize manufacturers. 

With 200 total solutions announced today, partners continue to expand options for midsize businesses 
with solutions spanning 19 industries and 48 industry segments in 32 countries. 

Partners Develop Official Oracle Accelerate Solutions for Midsize Businesses 

Oracle Accelerate solutions for midsize organizations provide low-cost, pre-configured applications 
with a wide range of industry-specific functionality, allowing for rapid best-practice implementations 
and significantly reduced maintenance responsibilities.  

Oracle Accelerate solutions are delivered by partners who demonstrate a proven history of serving a 
customer's specific industry and geography, giving customers confidence that Oracle Accelerate 
solutions will be easy to implement and provide a proven upgrade path, two ways to drive return on 
investment. 

Oracle partners offer Oracle Accelerate solutions across multiple industries including automotive, 
chemicals, consumer goods, healthcare, high-tech, industrial manufacturing, life sciences, oil and gas, 
professional services, retail and travel and transportation.  

Partners from 19 countries are delivering region- and industry-tailored Oracle Accelerate solutions, with 
the addition of the first solutions from Japan. 

The following partners have released Oracle Accelerate solutions in their regions and across their 
respective industries: AIC, Akademi, Axline, Deloitte, Domain Systems, Elitesland, Ennovative, 
Exstone, Fadel Partners, Gexeed, IBM, Innovative, J-Squared Technologies, Inc., JSYS, KS2, MPL, 
NSSOL, NTTSoftware, PetroNet, Polaris, Promero, RCM Technologies, Serene Corporation, Sierra 
Atlantic, TietoEnator and YCO. 

Supporting Quotes 

“Demand management, forecasting and sales and operations planning capabilities enable midsize 
organizations to optimize resources and effectively respond to demand,” said Doug Willis, Leader for 
IBM Global Business Services' Oracle Midmarket Practice. “The creation of the first Oracle Accelerate 
solutions for Oracle’s Demantra, which combines IBM's market-leading supply chain expertise with our 

http://www.oracle.com/solutions/mid/accelerate.html
http://www.oracle.com/applications/scm/demantra/index.html
http://crmondemand.oracle.com/en/index.htm
http://crmondemand.oracle.com/en/index.htm
http://www.oracle.com/corporate/press/2008_apr/accelerate-global-momentum.html
http://www.oracle.com/corporate/press/2008_apr/accelerate-global-momentum.html
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experience implementing Oracle’s Demantra, highlights IBM’s commitment to supplying affordable, 
essential solutions to empower midsize companies.” 

“As a midsize tire distributor, an Oracle Accelerate solution from DAZ was the right fit for us because 
it’s affordable to deploy and maintain and allows us to take advantage of the Oracle E-Business Suite 
Release 12 – the functionality typically used by enterprise-size companies,” said Carlos Prieto, Director 
of IT at Falken Tire Corporation. “As a result of relying on Oracle Accelerate, we now have visibility 
across our entire supply chain and have improved customer service in multiple areas. And, we started 
realizing these benefits quickly by leveraging Oracle Business Accelerators which enabled us to get up 
and running in just over four months.” 

“Oracle is dedicated to helping customers achieve maximum value from their applications, and partners 
play a key role in Oracle’s midsize applications strategy,” said Tony Kender, Oracle Senior Vice 
President, Global Accelerate Program Office. “As evident by the 200 Accelerate solutions we have 
available today, we are seeing partners benefit from the Oracle Accelerate program and continually 
broadening the offerings to provide Oracle customers with the most tailored solutions by industry and 
geography.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Tacton Partners with Arion Data and Planning Group to Provide Sales Configurator Solutions in 
Spain and Portugal 
16 October 2008 

Tacton announced that they have signed reseller agreements with two leading Spanish providers of 
Information Technology, Arion Data and Planning Group.  

Arion Data has headquarters in Barcelona, Spain and Planning Group has headquarters in Bilbao, north 
of Spain, and both companies have offices and representatives throughout the region. In addition to 
providing comprehensive geographical coverage in Spain and Portugal, Arion Data and Planning Group 
have system integration skills as well as broad expertise to be able to implement Tacton Configurator 
flexibly in diverse customer environments. Arion Data has extensive capabilities in PLM (Smarteam, 
Teamcenter and Model Manager) and CAD solutions, while Planning Group specializes in Industry 
solutions, from planning control to CRM (e.g. Exact Synergy) and back-end/ERP issues.  

Arion Data and Planning Group have teamed up to jointly deliver the Tacton Configurator to 
manufacturing customers in Spain and Portugal, as well as in Latin America. Traditionally 
manufacturers in these regions have not adopted customer or partner-facing sales configurator 
technology, and have mostly utilized configuration as part of their back-office systems. Therefore Arion 
Data and Planning Group are offering the latest generation of sales configuration solutions from Tacton, 
which will enable manufacturers in the region to improve their sales, quoting and engineering processes. 

“We are very pleased to work with Planning Group to bring the sales configurator technology from 
Tacton to the Spanish market, which will address critical problems at manufacturers and make them 
more competitive in the global marketplace,” said Xavier Calvo, General Director at Arion Data. Carlos 
Bayona, President at Planning Group, adds “the Tacton Configurator is an essential tool for 
manufacturers, and has already generated strong interest from our and Arion Data’s clients in Spain, 
Portugal and Latin America.” 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Z Corporation Joins Autodesk Developer Network 
15 October 2008 

Z Corporation announced it has joined the Autodesk Developer Network (ADN). The new relationship 
will benefit current and future Autodesk software customers who need quick and affordable 3D physical 
models of their architectural, geospatial, mechanical and creative designs. 

The partnership gives Z Corporation developers access to application programming interfaces (APIs) of 
Autodesk's most popular software. The Autodesk partnership builds on the companies' joint release in 
May of the STL Exporter for the Autodesk Revit platform for building information modeling (BIM). 
Developed by Autodesk with support from Z Corporation, the software utility lets architects, engineers 
and designers easily and affordably 3D print physical models of buildings and projects created in the 
Revit platform for BIM. 

Z Corporation is also a key partner in Autodesk's Design Visualization & BIM tour 
(http://offers.autodesk.com/8/92645/?mktvar001=92647&src=92647&ch=ON) for the architecture, 
engineering and construction industry. The tour introduces design professionals to the power of 
photorealistic and physical renderings to help clients experience buildings before they are real. The tour 
visits Seattle, Las Vegas, Kansas City and New York throughout October. 

"Autodesk software unleashes the imaginations and expertise of designers and engineers in the AEC, 
manufacturing, and media and entertainment industries and beyond," said Jim Quanci, senior director, 
Autodesk Developer Network. "We are happy to expand our relationship with Z Corporation by 
welcoming them into our developer family. We look forward to working with Z Corporation to offer our 
customers the ability to print in 3D quickly and in multiple colors." 

Z Corporation Director of Business Development Olimpio DeMarco said relationships with industry 
leaders like Autodesk are gaining importance as 3D printing matures. "Closer collaboration advances 3D 
printing technology and directly benefits design organizations," he said. "Our 3D printing and partner 
community is growing, and everyone involved is benefitting." 

Click here to return to Contents 

Events News 
COADE’s First CADWorx User Conference on October 20-22 in Houston to Feature Company 
President, Thomas J. Van Laan, and Greg Schwem, National Keynote Speaker and Funnyman 
15 October 2008 

COADE announced that its first CADWorx User Conference, scheduled for October 20-22, 2008, at the 
Crowne Plaza Houston North Greenspoint Hotel, will feature 54 educational sessions by company and 
industry experts in CAD/CAE applications for plant design and engineering analysis plus a company 
and industry update by company president Thomas J. Van Laan, PE, and a keynote by Greg Schwem, 
called “corporate America’s funnyman” by Chicago Magazine. Registrations for the conference have 
exceeded projections and include approximately 250 designers, engineers and executives from such 
names as Atlas, Chevron, ConocoPhillips, Hess, Kinder Morgan, Leica and Siemens.  

Also featured during the conference will be the announcement of the winners of the Drivers of Success 
competition, where the company’s CADWorx Plant Design suite software users competed for 10 sets of 

http://offers.autodesk.com/8/92645/?mktvar001=92647&src=92647&ch=ON
http://www.zcorp.com/
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prizes for the best success stories on real-world applications using CADWorx Plant, CADWorx P&ID, 
CADWorx IP, CADWorx Steel and/or CADWorx Design Review. The prizes, awarded by region, 
include a first place prize of an all-expense-paid trip to the CADWorx User Conference in Houston; a 
second place prize of an Apple iPod; a third place prize of an Apple Nano; and a COADE logo shirt 
(oxford or polo style) as a prize for the 4th place up to 10th place winner in each region.  

Details on the CADWorx User Conference are at http://www.2008CADWorxConference.com. 
Information on COADE and its products are at http://www.coade.com.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Delcam’s Range of Signmaking Software on Show at VISCOM 
13 October 2008 

Delcam’s latest release of the ArtCAM family of signmaking software will be showcased at the Viscom 
exhibition to be held in Milan from 13th to 15th November.  

Unlike most other CADCAM software, ArtCAM is aimed at artisans rather than engineers. Features are 
designed to minimise the learning curve so that even beginners to CNC technology can start using the 
program as quickly as possible. All products within the range of ArtCAM software offer upgrade 
options so users can move from entry-level programs to more advanced solutions as their businesses 
develop. 

The entry-level version, ArtCAM Express provides a very versatile program for smaller businesses, 
offering basic 2D drawing, and 2D and 3D machining functions, plus the ability to import different file 
types from other design systems. In addition, the software includes a range of drawing tools for creating 
shapes, and for editing or repairing designs. The options for text creation support a wide range of fonts 
and also give complete control over spacing, kerning, and formatting of lines and paragraphs.  

Once the design has been finalised, the software offers a variety of strategies for CNC machining. The 
software is supplied with a tooling database that can be edited or added to by the user at any time, plus 
post-processors for a wide range of engraving and routing equipment. 

The main advances in the new versions can be found in the Insignia and Pro versions and concentrate on 
the design process. A new “Embossing Wizard” will allow users to tilt and rotate their 3D model to 
change the viewers’ perspective. Once happy with the image, within seconds ArtCAM’s new embossing 
tool can modify a true 3D shape. The resulting design still maintains the salient details and the illusion 
of depth from the original model.  

Another new and innovative feature in ArtCAM is the ‘Relief Analysis Tool’. This will highlight any 
sharp edges or discontinuities within the design that could cause subsequent problems. The user can 
easily see and make the necessary design modifications before incurring any timely or costly 
manufacturing delays.  

At the end of a design process, approval is required before machining can take place. Rather than taking 
screenshots or sending large cumbersome files by e-mail, ArtCAM’s new PDF viewer can embed a 
dynamically viewable 3D model of the final design in an efficient, industry-standard and printable 
document. 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Delcam to Show New Design and Machining Software at Euromold 
14 October 2008 

Delcam will focus on the latest versions of its CopyCAD reverse engineering package, and its 
PowerMILL and FeatureCAM CAM systems, at the Euromold exhibition to be held in Frankfurt from 
3rd to 6th December. The company will also demonstrate its new DentCAD and DentMILL software for 
the design and manufacture of dental caps and bridges, its PartMaker CAM system for the programming 
of Swiss-type lathes and turn-mill equipment, and its PowerINSPECT inspection software. Live 
demonstrations of the later program will be undertaken on a FARO portable inspection arm. 

CopyCAD Pro will be the first product development system to offer "Tribrid Modelling”, by adding 
triangle modelling to the combination of surface and solid modelling that is currently offered in many 
existing CAD packages as "hybrid modelling”. The extended range of functionality is ideal for the re-
engineering of existing products into improved or bespoke designs. 

Tribrid Modelling offers a better way of working for all companies developing new variants from 
existing designs, especially those making products that need to be personalised for a particular customer. 
The combination of solid modelling, surface modelling and triangle modelling provides a unique design 
system for these companies. Having all the different modelling techniques in a single package reduces 
the need to transfer data between multiple programs and so streamlines the whole product development 
process. 

Delcam has developed this design approach through the integration of its PowerSHAPE surface and 
solid modelling functionality with the reverse engineering and triangle modelling options that were in 
earlier versions of CopyCAD. This means that designers can move data captured with reverse 
engineering into the design environment more easily and so incorporate additional features into any 
reverse-engineered design more quickly.  

The new release of Delcam’s PowerMILL CAM software offers a more complete solution for complex 
machining operations, together with more control for experienced machinists that know exactly how 
they wish to machine a particular part. The program also incorporates a number of improvements to 
reduce calculation times, together with some simplification of the user interface that makes it easier to 
select the required command and so makes programming faster. In addition, toolpath ordering has been 
made more efficient, especially for roughing and rest machining, so ensuring that the cutter spends more 
time machining and minimal time making air moves. 

FeatureCAM 2009 incorporates enhancements across its complete range of functionality, reflecting the 
increased investment in product development following Delcam’s acquisition of the software in 2005. 
An important focus has been increased options for more complex machines, such as mill-turn 
equipment, and four- and five-axis mills. This will allow users to tackle more sophisticated parts than 
could be programmed before. Developments have also continued increase the efficiency of the more 
fundamental machining operations, including turning and three-axis milling.  

Major highlights of the new release of PartMaker include a revamped and more productive user-
interface, improved capabilities for programming directly on solid models and more realistic machine 
simulation for the increasingly-complex machine architectures of today’s multi-axis turn-mill centres 
and Swiss-type lathes. The enhanced user interface will make PartMaker users even more productive in 
programming their CNC equipment, while offering new users and even easier to learn, more capable 
CNC programming platform. 
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Fourteen-Year Architecture Veteran Talks about BIM and How to Innovate with Elegance Across 
Dimensions 
14 October 2008 

Who:  This AU (Autodesk University) Beat podcast features Phil Read, vice president and director of 
technology at HNTB Architecture, a multi-disciplinary firm known and respected for its work in 
transportation, architecture and federal markets. 

What:  In this podcast, Read shares his background, the advantages of building information modeling 
(BIM), and how Autodesk software helps him innovate in an elegant and multi-dimensional way. 

When:  This podcast is now available on The AU Beat. 

Where:  Listen to Phil Read share Building Design PowerTrack on the AU BLAUG. 

Hear more podcasts from Autodesk executives and customers at http://www.autodesk.com/pr-aubeat.  

Click here to return to Contents 

i get it® Presentation at COE 2008 Automotive Workshop Will Focus on Knowledge Management as 
a Key to Productivity, Innovation 
14 October 2008 

INCAT is sponsoring a technical presentation titled, “Engineering Knowledge Management for the 
Automotive Industry – Anywhere, Anytime” by David Fedler, Chief Knowledge Officer for Tata 
Technologies and head of the i get it® Engineering Knowledge Portal business, www.myigetit.com, at 
the COE 2008 Industry Workshop – Automotive in the metro Detroit area October 15-16.  

“What is engineering knowledge management and why is it important to automotive companies?” is the 
theme of Fedler’s presentation in the General Session on Wednesday, October 15 at 9:30 a.m. ET. In the 
session he will explain how the automotive industry leverages PLM technology as a key enabler of 
“anytime, anywhere” engineering and manufacturing and he will note that while the technology is very 
robust and applicable, many companies and their supply chains find a gap in the real productivity and 
innovation gains they expect to receive. 

He will cite a study by Gottlieb Dutweler Foundation that estimates only about 20 percent of corporate 
knowledge assets are being used in the industry today. His presentation also will examine engineering 
knowledge management, deployment best practices, and a case study for engineering knowledge 
management with Ford Motor Company. 

“Automotive companies that are going to be successful in the global environment must develop and 
leverage engineering knowledge management strategies,” Fedler said. “In this particularly challenging 
global economic environment, the true leaders will emerge stronger by taking advantage of the 
opportunities for growth. Technology alone will not solve problems. The combination of technology and 
knowledge management will define the leaders in the industry.”  

David Fedler is the Chief Knowledge Officer Tata Technologies and is based in Denver, Colorado. Over 
the past 18 years, David has been responsible for developing knowledge management and education 
strategies with global companies including General Motors, Ford Motor Company, The Boeing 

http://www.autodesk.com/pr-aubeat
http://www.incat.com/
http://www.myigetit.com/
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Company, General Electric, United Technologies, and Williams F1. 

The COE 2008 Industry Workshop – Automotive takes place October 15-16 at the Detroit Troy Marriott 
in Troy, Mich.  

Click here to return to Contents 

MachineWorks Latest Machine Simulation at JIMTOF 
17 October 2008 

Sheffield-based MachineWorks Ltd is presenting its latest release v6.5 and its new MachineBuilder at 
JIMTOF 2008 on booth W0009. 

Anybody wanting machine simulation can now take advantage of the new MachineBuilder which 
simplifies the process of creating a full machine model. The MachineBuilder allows users to produce 
their own application, with its own unique look and feel that can sit either on the controller or a 
standalone PC. 

MachineWorks’ toolkit simulates any type of CNC machining with any type of tool no matter how 
complex. Allowing an unlimited number of axes, you can simulate turning, milling, mill-turn, grinding, 
water jet, laser, wire EDM and robotics. MachineWorks also checks for clashes and gouges in the full 
machining environment. 

Our partners have been integrating a whole range of simulation solutions from simple simulation of the 
tool and stock to complex simulation of multi-tasking machines with multiple axes since 1995.  

Moreover, since OKUMA created its Collision Avoidance System using MachineWorks engines in 2006 
MachineWorks is seeing more and more machine tool-based simulation. DMG’s Virtual Machine for 
example has integrated geometry, kinematics and dynamics of real DMG machines. Doosan Infracore 
has also integrated MachineWorks into its own Collision Protector System. Hurco machines with their 
twin-screen controllers are another example of MachineWorks simulation embedded in a CNC 
controller system.  

“Being a toolkit, MachineWorks takes up any shape” says Mike Nicholson, ”so if you walk around 
JIMTOF you can see the 'face' of MachineWorks embedded not only on CNC controllers but over 60% 
of the world's CAM applications”.  

You can get a feel for MachineWorks with demos at http://www.machineworks.com  

Click here to return to Contents 

OPEN MIND at W8 in Birmingham: hyperMILL®: the Comprehensive CAM Solution for Flexible 
Production in Future 
13 October 2008 

OPEN MIND Technologies AG will demonstrate its hyperMILL® CAM solution, at W8 2008 in Hall 6 
Booth S10: from efficient 2D machining with automatic feature recognition to safe 5axis simultaneous 
milling – with hyperMILL® flexibly and reliably to produce the widest range of geometries with high 
quality. 

The hyperMILL® CAM software offers on-demand specialist functions for efficient, reliable workflows 
with high-quality results. At OPEN MIND’s trade fair booth, visitors can see for themselves the high 

http://www.coe.org/EventsEducation/Workshops/AutomotiveWorkshop/tabid/218/Default.aspx
http://www.machineworks.com/
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production quality that is possible with hyperMILL®. 

hyperMILL® in woodworking industry 

OPEN MIND’s intelligent CAM software offers all of the necessary features for time-saving processes 
for the woodworking industry. From offering all key 2D and 3D machining strategies through to multi-
axis indexing and 5axis machining – hyperMILL® offers a comprehensive range of CAM strategies for 
flexible production, all of which visitors can personally experience at the OPEN MIND booth. 
Programming with geometry features and saving machining sequences in a database enable largely 
automated and highly efficient programming for machining. 

hyperMILL® Efficient Production  

hyperMILL® reduces both the programming and the production effort through the use of intelligent 
machining strategies that optimise toolpaths and reduce machining times. The intuitive, Windows-based 
user interface simplifies training, and integrated automated functions significantly reduce programming 
time.  

With OPEN MIND’s 5axis machining solution, these areas can be machined without collisions with 
comparatively short tool lengths. Depending on the geometry and machine kinematics, with 
hyperMILL® you can flexibly select between 5axis machining with a fixed tool angle, automatic 
indexing or simultaneous motion. 

Reliable milling 

OPEN MIND’s postprocessors, which are tailored to machines, controllers and manufacturing 
processes, ensure that the CAM programs are processed seamlessly on the machine. Thanks to the 
workspace monitoring users can specify a machine model and check in advance whether the machining 
job can be performed within the given workspace or whether limit switches will be traversed. The best-
fit function automatically optimises the machining according to the available workspace and so 
facilitates optimal utilisation of space even when small or limited machines are used. 

Continuous processes 

At the OPEN MIND’s trade fair booth are the new and expanded functions of hyperCAD® 2008.1, the 
CAD software based on the think3® kernel. hyperMILL® is also presented as a CAD integration with 
Pro/ENGINEER® Wildfire™ 4, Autodesk® Inventor™ 2009, SolidWorks® and thinkdesign®. New 
features in hyperCAD® 2008.1 include convenient layer management, several selection possibilities for 
contours as well as model quality control, which allows the checking of numerous model parameters. In 
the new hyperCAD® 2008.1, several features were also optimized, such as the display options in the 
workplane, display precision (tesselation) for solids and surfaces, cross-section views, memory-intensive 
hyperMILL® stock models, and the display of solids or surfaces that were created by curve unification.  

Additional information is available upon request or from our website at http://www.openmind-tech.com.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Sescoi Provides Free Seminar and Free Software at the TCT “Rapid Product Development & Rapid 
Manufacturing” Event 
13 October 2008 

Sescoi will be running a free seminar at the TCT Show taking place in Coventry (UK) on 21st and 22nd 

http://www.openmind-tech.com/
http://www.time-compression.com/x/exhibition.html
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October 2008. Sescoi’s UK sales manager, Keith Juggins, will outline how an integrated approach to 
design, manufacturing management and machine tool efficiency will help companies to offer the best 
possible product and service to their customers, while maximizing profit levels. 

As well as its WorkNC automatic CAM/CAD software, WorkPLAN Enterprise ERP package and 
MyWorkPLAN job management system, visitors to the Sescoi stand (C22) can also have a personalized 
demonstration and take away a free copy of Sescoi’s new WorkXPlore 3D high speed collaborative 
viewer. 

WorkXPlore 3D encourages collaborative and concurrent working by enabling engineers to import and 
manipulate very large CAD models and share the data across an organization. Tools within the software 
allow users to analyze designs and then mark-up the model, enabling products to be optimized more 
effectively and brought to market faster. The software is a cost effective way of sharing data with 
customers through its ability to handle models from a wide range of CAD systems, maximizing 
flexibility and improving service.  

Sescoi will also demonstrate how custom manufacturers of all sizes can operate efficiently with its 
WorkPLAN Enterprise ERP and MyWorkPLAN job management systems. Starting with accurate 
quotations, and sales order processing, Sescoi software can help companies keep track of production, 
stock levels and purchasing, and maintain quality compliance. Geared towards toolmakers and rapid 
prototypers, the WorkPLAN solutions automate critical work processes, from those related to job 
management through to those involved in complete manufacturing operations.  

Both WorkPLAN Enterprise and MyWorkPLAN integrate with popular accounting and office software 
packages, can interface with third party APS systems, and link to other Sescoi software systems. This 
high level of openness and integration enables users to maximize the return on existing systems and 
make the best use of expertise within the company. 

WorkNC G3 is the latest version of Sescoi’s flagship automatic CAM/CAD software. It offers engineers 
tools to simplify and optimize machining times and performance from 2-axis right through to full 5-axis 
cutting. WorkNC’s Auto 5 module makes it easy to automatically generate 5-axis toolpaths from 3 and 
3+2 cutterpaths, bringing 5-axis machining within the reach of every company.  

Sescoi is inviting show visitors to bring their own 3D CAD files to the Sescoi stand for a chance to see a 
live demonstration on their own data.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Sescoi to Demo Aerospace Productivity Gains at European Shows 
9 October 2008 

Sescoi will be demonstrating the aerospace capabilities of its WorkNC G3 Automatic CAM/CAD 
software, WorkPLAN Enterprise ERP system, MyWorkPLAN job management, and its new 
WorkXPlore 3D software for high speed viewing, mark-up and analysis of CAD models, at upcoming 
shows including the SIANE exhibition in Toulouse, running 14-16 October (stand C34-1), followed by 
the 2008 AIRTEC show in Frankfurt from 11th to 13th November (Hall 3, Stand F82).  

Sescoi will showcase WorkNC G3’ powerful tools for the machining of complex aerospace components, 
including specific 5-axis routines for blade, impeller and blisk machining as well as its revolutionary 
Auto 5, which will translate 3-axis and 3+2 axis toolpaths into 5-axis, automatically.  
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Aerospace parts demand high quality finishes produced from reliable cutterpaths – Sescoi engineers will 
demonstrate WorkNC G3’ smooth toolpaths and collision avoidance methodology tailored to each 
individual machine tool, enabling machinists to use the shortest and most rigid cutters and hence safely 
achieve the highest possible accuracy and surface quality.  

WorkNC G3’s performance in this respect is already appreciated by WorkNC aerospace customers who 
include Eurocopter, Snecma and a number of Tier 1 suppliers. 

For engineers and make-to-order companies in the sector, Sescoi will be previewing the latest 
functionality in WorkPLAN Enterprise, its specialist ERP system. Starting with quotations and sales 
order processing, WorkPLAN Enterprise manages scheduling, purchasing, invoicing, quality and 
traceability. For smaller applications Sescoi will provide demonstrations of its MyWorkPLAN job 
management software, which can be migrated to the full WorkPLAN Enterprise system as requirements 
develop. Both systems provide live information about job progress and costs which will help managers 
to maximize profitability and productivity while meeting the demanding quality and traceability 
standards prevalent in aerospace. 

Sescoi’s new WorkXPlore 3D collaborative viewer will be a real boon to aerospace companies The 
system is capable of importing very large CAD files from a wide range of systems at very high speed, 
enabling engineers and managers to rapidly analyse, mark-up and interrogate complex parts and 
assemblies and share these with suppliers and customers. Not only will companies save the cost of 
running multiple CAD packages, but WorkXPlore 3D will also help them to achieve better design 
solutions and shorter delivery times. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Top Innovators Gather in Boston for Invention Machine’s Worldwide User Conference; Keynote 
speakers include Johnson & Johnson’s Sheldon Sloan and innovation author Scott Kirsner 
14 October 2008 

Invention Machine announced that top innovation practitioners from seven countries are gathering in 
Boston to exchange trends, best practices and ideas to help drive sustainable innovation across global 
enterprises. Invention Machine Power to Innovate user conference will be hosted at the Museum of 
Science in Boston on Oct. 28-29.  

Invention Machine CEO Mark Atkins will deliver the opening keynote, focusing on the impact of the 
recent financial crisis on innovation and developing trends. The customer keynote entitled ‘Advancing 
Connectivity for Innovation’ will be presented by Sheldon Sloan, Johnson & Johnson’s V.P. of 
Collaboration & Scientific Excellence. Scott Kirsner, author of the new book Inventing the Movies will 
share his views on what innovators can learn from Hollywood on Wednesday morning.  

The user conference attendees have adopted Invention Machine Goldfire Innovator to accelerate their 
product innovation process. Several of these customers will share case studies on how they use Goldfire 
Innovator to solve innovation challenges including, Applied Materials, Chemtura, Delphi, 
JohnsonDiversey, Magnet, Northrop Grumman, PolyOne, Pratt & Whitney Rocketdyne and Sun 
Chemical.  

“Sustainable innovation has arguably become the most important topic facing businesses today, as 
companies must innovate quickly and consistently,” said Mark E. Atkins, CEO and chairman, Invention 
Machine. “This event is a great opportunity for innovators and industry leaders to learn from each other 

http://www.invention-machine.com/NewsEvents.aspx?id=470
http://www.mos.org/
http://www.mos.org/
http://www.invention-machine.com/AboutUs.aspx?id=42
http://www.jnj.com/connect/?flash=true
http://www.scottkirsner.com/inventing/
http://www.invention-machine.com/ProductsServices.aspx?id=50
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and get in-depth insight into how they could further leverage our technology to boost their innovation-
edge.”  

In addition to best practices and case studies, conference attendees will get practical insights and learn 
hands-on techniques on ways they can better utilize Goldfire Innovator’s capabilities, including rapid 
problem solving, and predictive risk analysis. Current customers will also be privy to a sneak-preview of 
the newest version of the software.  

Invention Machine’s innovation software helps enterprises innovate repeatedly, accelerating and 
sustaining product innovation. Its semantic technology helps translate ideas into commercialized 
products by generating and validating the right ideas the first time -- whether it is creating a folding box 
spring, an engine for NASA or a new printer. Today, Invention Machine helps manufacturing 
organizations worldwide deliver innovative products that positively impact society and save lives.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Financial News 
ANSYS, Inc. to Release Third Quarter 2008 Earnings November 6, 2008 
16 October 2008 

ANSYS, Inc. announced it expects to release its third quarter 2008 earnings on Thursday, November 6, 
2008. The Company will hold a conference call conducted by James E. Cashman III, President and 
Chief Executive Officer, and Maria T. Shields, Chief Financial Officer, at 10:30 a.m. Eastern Time to 
discuss third quarter results and future outlook. 

Conference Call Information:  
What: ANSYS Third Quarter 2008 Earnings Conference Call 

When: November 6, 2008 at 10:30 a.m. Eastern Time 

Where: http://www.ansys.com/corporate/investors.asp  

The conference call dial in number is 888-631-3389 (US & CAN) or 913-312-9305 (INT'L) 

Passcode: ANSYS (26797) 

The call will be recorded with replay at 888-203-1112 (US & CAN) or 719-457-0820 (INT'L) 

Passcode: ANSYS (26797) 

Click here to return to Contents 

Apache Design Solutions Achieves Record Sales for the Twenty-Third Consecutive Quarter 
15 October 2008 

Apache Design Solutions announced that the company has achieved its 23rd consecutive quarter of 
record bookings and revenue, while maintaining profitability. The Q3 growth came from increasing 
investments by existing customers that represent the top tier semiconductor companies and adoption by 
new customers facing power and noise challenges as they move towards 45/32nm technologies.  

In today’s market, cost reduction and risk mitigation are essential for companies to remain competitive. 

http://www.ansys.com/corporate/investors.asp
http://www.apache-da.com/
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IC and system customers are looking for solutions that enable them to make reliable cost saving 
decisions throughout the product development flow. Apache has an established expertise and technology 
leadership for a strong partnership with tier 1 companies to address the leading challenges for SoC, 
analog, package, and system designs.  

“Over the past several years, Apache has continued to innovate and expand our product portfolio while 
practicing sound business fundamentals. Apache’s 10+ product offerings focusing on chip-package-
system convergence are adopted by customers across the globe in a variety of industry segments,” said 
Andrew Yang, CEO of Apache. “Our consecutive quarters of growth reflect the value that our products 
offer to customers’ business.”  

Click here to return to Contents 

AVEVA Trading Update 
16 October 2008 

Following the completion of its half year to 30 September 2008, AVEVA Group plc, ("AVEVA") 
announced the following trading update. 

Overall the Group's interim results for the six months ended 30 September 2008 are expected to show 
strong growth over the same prior year period. 

The Group continues to experience strong demand in each of its principal end user markets of oil and 
gas, power and marine. Geographically Asia Pacific and Central Eastern & Southern Europe remain 
particularly strong with good customer wins across all our main markets. 

With a less pronounced split of profits expected between the first and second halves of the financial 
year, the performance to date and current sales prospects give the Board confidence that the Group is on 
track to achieve results for the current year towards the top end of current analyst forecasts. 

Richard Longdon, Chief Executive of AVEVA, said: ‘AVEVA has continued to grow robustly in the 
first half of the financial year and prospects for the second half remain strong. To date there is no 
indication that the global financial turbulence has affected demand for our products but we continue to 
keep a careful watch on developments in our market place.' 

The Company will be announcing interim results for the six months ended 30 September 2008 on 11 
November 2008. 

For further information, please consult the AVEVA website: http://www.aveva.com/  

Click here to return to Contents 

IBM Reports 2008 Third-Quarter Results 
16 October 2008 

• Diluted earnings of $2.05 per share, up 22 percent;  

• Net income of $2.8 billion, up 20 percent;  

• Total revenues of $25.3 billion, up 5 percent;  

• Global Technology Services revenues up 8 percent; pre-tax income up 16 percent;  

http://www.aveva.com/
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• Global Business Services revenues up 7 percent; pre-tax income up 39 percent;  

• Total services pre-tax margin at six-year high;  

• Services signings of $12.7 billion, down 4 percent; short-term services signings up 13 percent;  

• Software revenues up 12 percent; pre-tax income up 19 percent;  

• System z mainframe revenues up 25 percent;  

• E/ME/A revenues up 10 percent; Asia Pacific up 6 percent; Americas up 3 percent;  

• Revenues from growth markets up 13 percent.  

IBM announced third-quarter 2008 diluted earnings of $2.05 per share from continuing operations 
compared with diluted earnings of $1.68 per share in the third quarter of 2007, an increase of 22 percent. 
Third-quarter income from continuing operations was $2.8 billion compared with $2.4 billion in the 
third quarter of 2007, an increase of 20 percent. Total revenues for the third quarter of 2008 of $25.3 
billion increased 5 percent (2 percent, adjusting for currency) from the third quarter of 2007. 

"Our results demonstrate that the combination of a steady base of recurring revenue and profits, a range 
of products and services that deliver value to clients worldwide, and a strong and flexible financial 
foundation give IBM a competitive edge in good times and tough times," said Samuel J. Palmisano, 
IBM chairman, president and chief executive officer.  

"These strengths along with our strategy to manage for productivity in major markets and to invest for 
growth in emerging countries have enabled IBM to thrive despite an economic environment that no one 
could have predicted. We remain confident in our full-year 2008 outlook." 

From a geographic perspective, the Americas' third-quarter revenues were $10.5 billion, an increase of 3 
percent as reported (2 percent, adjusting for currency) from the 2007 period. Revenues from 
Europe/Middle East/Africa were $8.9 billion, up 10 percent (4 percent, adjusting for currency). Asia-
Pacific revenues increased 6 percent (1 percent, adjusting for currency) to $5.2 billion. OEM revenues 
were $673 million, down 24 percent compared with the 2007 third quarter. Revenues from the 
company's growth markets organization increased 13 percent (10 percent, adjusting for currency) and 
represented 19 percent of geographic revenues. 

Total Global Services revenues grew 8 percent (4 percent, adjusting for currency). Global Technology 
Services segment revenues increased 8 percent (5 percent, adjusting for currency) to $9.9 billion, with 
strong growth in Integrated Technology Services. Global Business Services segment revenues increased 
7 percent (3 percent, adjusting for currency) to $4.9 billion. IBM signed services contracts totaling $12.7 
billion, at actual rates, a decrease of 4 percent ($11.1 billion, adjusting for currency, down 5 percent). 
Short-term signings increased 13 percent, at actual rates, to $6.1 billion (up 8 percent to $5.2 billion, 
adjusting for currency). The company ended the third quarter with an estimated services backlog, 
including Strategic Outsourcing, Business Transformation Outsourcing, Integrated Technology Services, 
Global Business Services and Maintenance, of $114 billion, adjusting for currency. 

Revenues from the Systems and Technology segment totaled $4.4 billion for the quarter, down 10 
percent (11 percent, adjusting for currency). Systems revenues decreased 7 percent (8 percent, adjusting 
for currency). Revenues from System z mainframe server products increased 25 percent compared with 
the year-ago period, with double-digit growth in all geographies. Total delivery of System z computing 
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power, which is measured in MIPS (millions of instructions per second), increased 49 percent. Revenues 
from the converged System p server products increased 7 percent compared with the 2007 period. 
Revenues from the System x servers decreased 18 percent, and revenues from the System i servers 
decreased 82 percent. Revenues from System Storage decreased 3 percent, and revenues from Retail 
Store Solutions decreased 24 percent. Revenues from Microelectronics OEM decreased 27 percent. 

Revenues from the Software segment were $5.2 billion, an increase of 12 percent (8 percent, adjusting 
for currency) compared with the third quarter of 2007. Revenues from IBM's total middleware products, 
which primarily include WebSphere, Information Management, Tivoli, Lotus and Rational products, 
were $4.1 billion, up 12 percent versus the third quarter of 2007. Operating systems revenues of $594 
million increased 5 percent compared with the prior-year quarter. 

For the WebSphere family of software products, which facilitate customers' ability to manage a wide 
variety of business processes using open standards to interconnect applications, data and operating 
systems, revenues increased 4 percent. Revenues for Information Management software, which enables 
clients to leverage information on demand, increased 26 percent. Revenues from Tivoli software, 
infrastructure software that enables clients to centrally manage networks including security and storage 
capability, increased 2 percent, and revenues for Lotus software, which allows collaborating and 
messaging by clients in real-time communication and knowledge management, increased 10 percent 
year over year. Revenues from Rational software, integrated tools to improve the processes of software 
development, increased 23 percent compared with the year-ago quarter. 

Global Financing segment revenues increased 2 percent (down 1 percent, adjusting for currency) in the 
third quarter to $633 million. Financing revenues increased 6 percent. 

The company's total gross profit margin was 43.3 percent in the 2008 third quarter compared with 41.3 
percent in the 2007 period, led by strong performance in both services segments and software.  

Total expense and other income increased 6 percent to $7.1 billion compared with the prior-year period. 
Adjusting for currency and estimated acquisitions performance, total expense and other income 
decreased 4 percent year over year. SG&A expense increased 6 percent to $5.6 billion. RD&E expense 
increased 4 percent compared with the year-ago period. Intellectual property and custom development 
income decreased to $267 million compared with $270 million a year ago. Other (income) and expense 
was income of $51 million, down from $95 million. Interest expense decreased to $159 million 
compared with $193 million. 

IBM's effective tax rate in the third-quarter 2008 was 27.5 percent compared with 28.0 percent in the 
third quarter of 2007. 

Shares repurchased in the third quarter were approximately $2.7 billion on a cash-paid basis. The 
weighted-average number of diluted common shares outstanding in the third-quarter 2008 was 1.38 
billion compared with 1.41 billion shares in the same period of 2007. As of September 30, 2008, there 
were 1.34 billion basic common shares outstanding.  

Debt, including Global Financing, totaled $34.4 billion, compared with $35.3 billion at year-end 2007. 
From a management segment view, Global Financing debt totaled $24.5 billion at September 30, 2008 
and at year-end 2007, resulting in a debt-to-equity ratio of 7.1 to 1. Non-global financing debt totaled 
$9.9 billion, a decrease of $0.8 billion since year-end 2007, resulting in a debt-to-capitalization ratio of 
29.1 percent from 30.0 percent at year-end 2007. The cash balance was $9.8 billion at the end of the 
third quarter. 



CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 31 

Year-To-Date 2008 Results 

Income from continuing operations for the nine months ended September 30, 2008 was $7.9 billion 
compared with $6.5 billion in the year-ago period, an increase of 22 percent. Diluted earnings per share 
from continuing operations were $5.68 compared with $4.42 per diluted share for the 2007 period, an 
increase of 29 percent. Revenues from continuing operations for the nine-month period totaled $76.6 
billion, an increase of 10 percent (4 percent, adjusting for currency) compared with $69.9 billion for the 
nine months of 2007. 

Presentation of Information in this Press Release 
In an effort to provide investors with additional information regarding the company's results as 
determined by generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP), the company has also disclosed in this 
press release the following non-GAAP information which management believes provides useful 
information to investors:  

IBM Results -  
adjusting for currency (i.e., at constant currency).  

The rationale for management's use of non-GAAP measures is included as part of the supplementary 
materials presented within the third-quarter earnings materials. These materials are available on the IBM 
investor relations Web site at www.ibm.com/investor and are being included in Attachment II ("Non-
GAAP Supplementary Materials") to the Form 8-K that includes this press release and is being 
submitted today to the SEC.  

Conference Call and Webcast 
IBM's regular quarterly earnings conference call is scheduled to begin at 4:30 p.m. EDT, today. 
Investors may participate by viewing the Webcast at www.ibm.com/investor/3q08. Presentation charts 
will be available on the Web site prior to the Webcast.  

Financial Results Attached (certain amounts may not add due to use of rounded numbers; percentages 
presented are calculated from the underlying whole-dollar amounts). 

Click here to return to Contents 

Implementation Investments 
Fukuoka IST Selects Synopsys as its Primary EDA Supplier 
15 October 2008 

Synopsys, Inc. announced that Fukuoka Industry, Science & Technology Foundation (IST) has signed 
an expanded license agreement to establish Synopsys as its key EDA supplier. Located in the Fukuoka 
Prefecture of Japan, Fukuoka IST is a center for science and technology research that was established to 
support local emerging venture-capital firms through the entire business creation process and foster the 
development of local industries. 

The newly expanded relationship provides Fukuoka IST with increased access to Synopsys' product 
portfolio, including Synopsys' Galaxy™ design platform featuring IC Compiler place-and-route 
technology, Design Compiler® synthesis, Power Compiler™ RTL Power Optimization, PrimeTime® 
timing analysis and TetraMAX® automatic test pattern generation (ATPG); Synopsys' Discovery™ 
verification platform featuring the VCS® functional verification tool and the HSPICE®, HSIM™ and 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&div=liifihddjc&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ibm.com%2Finvestor&esheet=5805896&lan=en_US&anchor=www.ibm.com%2Finvestor&index=1
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&div=liifihddjc&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ibm.com%2Finvestor%2F3q08&esheet=5805896&lan=en_US&anchor=www.ibm.com%2Finvestor%2F3q08&index=1
http://www.ibm.com/investor/3q08/press.phtml
http://www.synopsys.com/
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HSIM-XA circuit simulators for analog and digital verification; and the DesignWare® System-level and 
Implementation Library for design and verification intellectual property (IP). 

"Over the past five years we have utilized Synopsys' tools for joint industry-university-government 
research projects, and the results of these projects have enabled us to help grow local start-up companies 
and stimulate economic growth in the Fukuoka Prefecture," said Masato Tsuru, science and technology 
coordinator at Fukuoka IST. "We have chosen Synopsys as our key EDA supplier because of their solid 
track record of providing high quality solutions with great customer support. In addition, we know that 
Synopsys will help keep us on the forefront of technology and is a partner we can count on for the long 
run." 

"By expanding our collaboration with Fukuoka IST, Synopsys solutions can be used to help drive 
additional technological growth and industry advancements in Japan," said John Chilton, senior vice 
president of marketing and strategic development at Synopsys. "We are fortunate to have partners such 
as Fukuoka IST who inspire us to stay on the cutting edge of technology by showing us what a positive 
impact it can have on local economies and quality of life." 

Click here to return to Contents 

Hammerhead Builds Customer Confidence, Reduces Errors and Delays and Improves 
Communication and Collaboration Using Integrated Arena PLM and Expandable ERP Solution 
16 October 2008 

Arena Solutions announced that Hammerhead Systems, an aggregation and interworking solution 
manufacturer for telecommunications companies, has experienced tremendous benefits by replacing its 
inefficient desktop software with an integrated Arena PLM and Expandable enterprise resource planning 
(ERP) solution for managing the company's entire product record, monitoring and controlling 
engineering changes, collaborating with its extended global supply chain -- and ultimately getting its 
products to market faster and more efficiently.  

The complexity of Hammerhead's products and the fast nature of its development cycle inspired the 
company to find a way to eliminate errors that could derail its success. "We have one bill of materials 
(BOM) for each of our blades. You can imagine the complexity in a typical box with 40 blades. Each 
blade has close to 2,000 individual parts on a BOM. Managing this with Microsoft® Excel and Word to 
generate sales orders wasn't working for us -- in fact, it was clear it was becoming a risk, leaving too 
many windows open for miscommunication and errors," said Russ Woodmansee, vice president of 
operations at Hammerhead Systems. Replacing Excel with Arena PLM -- and later integrating 
Expandable ERP -- gave key players throughout the extended enterprise early visibility into each stage 
of product development so accurate decisions could be made and products completed right the first time 
-- on budget, on time, and in line with quality and compliance expectations.  

Having mature PLM and ERP systems has inspired confidence among Hammerhead's customers and has 
proved to be a winning point in the company's pitch. "Excel doesn't sound that great in a presentation to 
a tier-one telecommunications company -- especially not when they're evaluating whether you're a 
reasonable risk as a vendor. Now we have a solution our customers have confidence in," said 
Woodmansee.  

Cost Model that Matches the Company's Budget  

As a cash-conscious start-up that preferred not to spend its precious and closely managed resources on 

http://www.arenasolutions.com/
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additional IT support personnel and equipment, when Hammerhead was looking for PLM, it deemed on-
demand Arena PLM the solution that best meets its needs.  

"We were delighted to learn of Arena Solutions' pay-as-you-go model, which aligns closely to a start-up 
business model. It's unlike anything else, because it gives us greater power to control our costs and 
adjust as we grow," said Woodmansee.  

"I've had experience with other PLM systems -- a client-server model and an in-house tool, and I would 
have had to spend four months just preparing to turn on one of those old-style PLM systems. With 
Arena PLM, we were able to hit the ground running within 30 days. That was one reason we were 
hooked on Arena PLM right away."  

Integration with Key Systems  

Hammerhead adopted Expandable ERP a couple years after putting Arena PLM in place. The company 
wanted to improve upon its process of planning with spreadsheets and then manually transferring 
information to the purchasing group. Hammerhead's adoption of Expandable was partially based on the 
tight integration it has with Arena PLM.  

"When people think ERP, they have concerns about the cost, thinking it might be hundreds of thousands 
of dollars. But what you find is that a lot of that money gets spent on services, support and consultants. 
By choosing Expandable ERP and Arena PLM we didn't have any of those major expenditures," said 
Woodmansee. "It was as if the combination came out of a wrapper working seamlessly."  

"Desktop software is inadequate for enterprise-level activities. Not only does it make the process 
painful, but the results typically are painful too," said Craig Livingston, chief executive officer at Arena 
Solutions. "Just by virtue of the size and stage of their companies, small to medium-sized manufacturers 
face some degree of risk. Using the right tools to manage the product development process helps prevent 
negative outcomes by enabling them to reduce errors, deliver products to market quickly and cost-
effectively, and boost their competitive edge."  

A Live Webcast with Hammerhead Systems  

In a free one-hour webinar on October 21st, 2008, from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. Pacific time, Hammerhead 
Systems will share the impetus behind their migration from desktop software to an integrated PLM/ERP 
solution, and the financial benefits they achieved as a result. In addition, experts from Arena Solutions 
and Expandable will walk participants through tips on how to prevent product change errors, meet cost 
targets and delivery dates for new product introductions, improve planning and material scheduling, and 
strengthen relationships with customers and partners. Guests can register online or call: (866) 937-1438. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Inauen-Schaetti Standardizes on PTC® CoCreate® for Ultimate Flexibility Throughout Design 
Process 
14 October 2008 

PTC announced that Inauen-Schaetti, an international leader in development and construction of cable 
lift systems, has standardized on CoCreate, PTC’s explicit modeling and data management software that 
provides companies with a lightweight and flexible approach to designing products. Inauen-Schaetti 
uses CoCreate Modeling™ and CoCreate Model Manager™ for ultimate design flexibility and efficient 
project management of all its products. ACADIS partner, COP Informatik AG, implemented the 

http://www.arenasolutions.com/campaigns/website/56jl-hammerhead-webinar-lp.html?ifid=20128
http://www.ptc.com/
http://www.seilbahnen.ch/
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solutions and provides complete support to the company.  

Inauen-Schaetti, based in Schwanden, Switzerland, designs cable systems, masts and gondola stations 
for ski lifts, monorail lift systems, inclined elevators for mountainous terrain, transport systems for 
tunnel drilling, and controlled avalanche detonation machinery for customers on all of the continents. 
Designing these unique systems is a highly iterative and open process as each system must be tailored to 
fit the mountain type, size, shape, terrain and weather conditions.  

Inauen-Schaetti selected and deployed CoCreate Modeling to take advantage of its explicit modeling 
approach for product design. CoCreate Modeling offers the broadest possible flexibility to easily make 
radical changes to models at any time throughout the design process. Inauen-Schaetti also uses CoCreate 
Model Manager in conjunction with CoCreate Modeling for fail-proof project management, 
collaboration and control of design data across its sites worldwide. The company says that in addition to 
the immeasurable success CoCreate Modeling has brought, CoCreate Model Manager has reduced 
project length by 15-20 percent.  

“We are regularly faced with tough challenges. Every project is unique, every system is a prototype,” 
said Urs Thali, head of CAD design at Inauen-Schaetti. “We could not work without the flexibility that 
explicit modeling gives us to continually try new ideas, alternative solutions, and to make the last minute 
changes that our type of projects require. Even though we are a fairly small company, PTC CoCreate 
makes us enormously competitive and successful globally. We couldn’t imagine working without the 
CoCreate product family.”  

“The nature of Inauen-Schaetti’s business and their design strategy literally demands PTC CoCreate,” 
said Martin Neumueller, CoCreate product management director. “It is our pleasure to provide the 
solutions that make Inauen-Schaetti a global success.”  

Click here to return to Contents 

Magma Software Enables Impinj to Reduce Turnaround Time by 200 Percent, Power by 30 Percent 
and Area by 25 Percent On RFID ICs 
13 October 2008 

Magma® Design Automation Inc. announced that Impinj has standardized on Magma's IC 
implementation software. Impinj, a leading provider of radio-frequency identification (RFID) solutions, 
selected Magma's system after it was proven to reduce turnaround time, power and area, allowing Impinj 
to significantly decrease development costs and improve performance on ICs (integrated circuits) used 
in its RFID solutions.  

"Magma's clean and efficient RTL-to-GDSII flow allowed us to reduce our turnaround time by as much 
as 200 percent while reducing the design area by as much as 25 percent," said Vahid Vafaei, CAD 
director at Impinj. "Talus® Power Pro enabled us to accurately pinpoint areas in the design with the 
highest power consumption and make adjustments that led to a drastic 30 percent power reduction. With 
the proven ability to deliver impressive improvements, Magma is now our primary IC implementation 
software vendor."  

"Power-sensitive designs, such as RFID chips, particularly benefit from the low-power techniques 
applied throughout our RTL-to-GDSII design flow - they ensure the lowest power design and 
predictable results," said Kevin Moynihan, general manager of Magma's Design Implementation 
Business Unit. "Impinj's impressive improvements and decision to standardize on Magma software are 

http://www.magma-da.com/
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strong endorsements of our flow's unique advantages and ability to deliver high quality of results while 
meeting delivery schedules and reducing costs."  

Improving QoR for RFID Chips with Magma's IC Implementation Software  

RFID provides a means of identifying objects via a wireless communications protocol using radio 
waves, and recent advances have moved this technology from bulky boxes to highly integrated circuitry. 
As with most wireless devices, minimizing power and area are key to achieving the required quality of 
results for RFID chips. With an integrated RTL-to-GDSII design flow and unified data model 
architecture, the Magma software concurrently analyzes and optimizes the design for timing, area and 
power. Sophisticated power reduction techniques are applied throughout the flow. The combination of a 
unique architecture and advanced capabilities allow the Magma system to deliver better results faster.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Mentor Graphics Veloce Deployed by Mitsubishi to Deliver High-Quality HDTV Video Decoder Chip 
15 October 2008 

Mentor Graphics Corporation announced that the Veloce® hardware-assisted verification platform was 
used by Mitsubishi to verify its next generation HDTV Video Decoder IP. Mitsubishi has deployed a 
hardware-assisted (emulation) verification strategy over the last several years to help accelerate the 
verification cycle, validate circuit functionality with “real/live” data and ensure efficient pre- and post-
silicon debug. 

“Time-to-market pressure is severe for multimedia consumer products. We realize that hardware-
software co-verification with real image data is mandatory for system-level sign-off,” said Noriyuki 
Minegishi, Manager, LSI Design Methodology Team, SoC Technology Department. “We decided to 
transition to Veloce due to better capacity in a smaller foot-print, faster compile and MHZ-class run-
time. We taped-out a design of a multi-standard HDTV video decoder using Veloce so far – the HDTV 
video decoder emulation identified over sixty bugs prior to tape-out, ensuring high quality of the RTL.” 

Most multi-media SoC designs consume billions of verification cycles. So design projects of this nature 
are well suited for an emulation-centric verification strategy where software simulation alone is not 
practical and hardware/software co-simulation with actual video image data is necessary. The use of an 
emulation-centric verification flow based on the Veloce product reduces hardware development time, 
allows verification teams to run more verification cycles, and prevents ‘tape-out’ delays and respins--
ultimately allowing more verification while reducing verification cycle time. 

“Mitsubishi routinely pushes the technology envelope to develop highly complex multimedia SoCs. 
Being part of their verification methodology re-affirms Veloce’s unmatched value proposition for 
functional verification of complex chips,” said Eric Selosse, general manager and vice president of 
Mentor’s Emulation Division. “Mitsubishi joins a growing list of leading-edge customers who have 
incorporated Veloce into their functional verification flow.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Montblanc Luxury Goods Selects Siemens PLM Software’s Technology to Reduce Production Time 
and Further Enhance Quality 
13 October 2008 

http://www.mentor.com/
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Siemens PLM Software announced that Montblanc, manufacturer of exclusive luxury items such as 
writing instruments, watches, jewelry and leather goods, selected NX™ CAM, Siemens PLM 
Software’s computer-aided manufacturing software solution, to further optimize its products in regard to 
technology and craftsmanship.  

Montblanc, which has been using Siemens PLM Software’s NX digital product development solution 
and Teamcenter® digital lifecycle management software portfolio for a number of years, will use NX 
CAM to enable the direct use of digital product data for NC (numerically controlled) program 
development and the simulation of production machines. Montblanc’s decision to add the integrated 
manufacturing component of NX is aimed at making further use of digital product data throughout all 
processes associated with the product lifecycle. 

“NX CAM, with its tight linkage between design and NC programming, will further enhance 
Montblanc’s PLM implementation. We are convinced that with NX CAM we can reduce programming 
and production times while further increasing our high standard of quality,” said Kai Jacobs, CAD 
system administrator at Montblanc. 

“Siemens PLM Software looks forward to this opportunity to further our successful relationship with 
Montblanc into the production phase of the product lifecycle with the NX CAM solution,” said Paul 
Vogel, executive vice president, Global Sales and Services, Siemens PLM Software. “This results in 
enormous potential value for Montblanc, such as shorter development times and better data quality.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

Petrobras Standardizes on Intergraph® 3D Technology 
15 October 2008 

Petroleo Brasileiro SA (Petrobras) has standardized on Intergraph® offshore engineering and 
management software for the 3D design, production and life cycle optimization of its offshore platforms 
and floating production, storage and offloading (FPSO) vessels.  

The world’s eighth largest oil company and a longtime Intergraph customer, Petrobras will completely 
adopt SmartPlant® 3D modeling and visualization, engineering and schematics, information and 
materials management, and project controls solutions to enable Petrobras to more quickly and efficiently 
develop, operate and maintain its fixed offshore drilling platforms, semi-submersibles and FPSOs. 
Petrobras has already used Intergraph solutions for 10 FPSOs, four semisubmersible floating production 
platforms, one gas platform and one re-pumping platform. Sisgraph, Intergraph’s Brazil-based 
distribution partner, will continue to support Intergraph offshore engineering solutions for Petrobras.  

“Intergraph solutions have played a vital role in Petrobras’ drilling platform and FPSO development,” 
said Claudio Vianna, Petrobras engineering manager. “We are currently planning the full 
implementation of Intergraph technologies, which will help us to reduce costs and shorten project 
schedules so that we can more quickly and efficiently reach our objectives and increase oil production.”  

A pioneer and leader in large scale drilling platforms and FPSOs, Petrobras is expanding its capacity to 
produce offshore structures and vessels so that it may tap the rich potential of a new discovery in the 
Gulf of Mexico and the ultra-deep Tupi and Santos Basin megafields off the coast of Brazil, which are 
among the largest in the world. The new ultra-deep megafields will push existing offshore technology to 
its limits and require platforms with exceptionally dense and complex structural and outfitting designs 
for which Intergraph’s next-generation offshore engineering solutions are uniquely suited.  

http://www.siemens.com/plm
http://www.montblanc.com/
http://www.intergraph.com/
http://www.petrobras.com/
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SigmaTEK Combines Technology With Service at Katmex 
13 October 2008 

Katmex Ltd, based in Stockton-on-Tees, is part of the Katsushiro Matex Group, which has multiple 
manufacturing plants in Japan, China, Thailand, Indonesia and the USA. It is a major supplier of 
fabricated components and assemblies to construction equipment manufacturers including Komatsu, 
JCB, Toyota and Hitachi.  

The UK plant has two Tanaka multi-torch gas profilers with 15m beds, one Tanaka 4kW Laser, a 
Messer Griesheim twin head plasma cutter and Messer Griesheim Omnimat Skew Rotater bevel cutting 
plasma. Katmex processes around 20,000 tonnes of raw material each year, ranging from 3 to 160mm 
thick.  

Originally, Katmex used a Japanese CAD/CAM system to programme its cutting machines, but when 
this software became obsolete within the UK the company needed to invest in new technology. Neil 
Ross, Planning and Procurement Engineer, said, “We evaluated several systems and found that 
SigmaNEST from SigmaTEK Europe was the best software for our application. We particularly liked 
the versatility and speed of the nesting. It also produced the highest plate yield during our trials.” The 
company achieves material utilization of at least 70% and finds it easy to manage the production 
requirements generated by its MRP system. New parts are either drawn in SigmaNEST or imported in 
DXF format, ready for the application of cutting technology such as the lead-in or lead–out style. Pre-
programmed parts are then sorted by material grade and thickness so nests can be built up quickly for 
each sheet in order to meet customers on time delivery requirements. To maximise yield and minimise 
handling the company’s engineers try to fill each plate completely but, where there is a remnant, the 
shape can be stored in SigmaNEST so that it can be fully used in subsequent production. Shop floor 
information is generated in the software through Katmex’s MRP system, so it can be customized to suit 
Katmex’s needs, including data such as plate weight, plate yield, cutting time and a thumbnail sketch of 
the component for easy part identification.  

The installation of the Messer Griesheim Omnimat Skew Rotater bevel cutting plasma presented a new 
challenge for Katmex. SigmaTEK worked very closely with the company to provide a programming 
solution for the machine, which includes sophisticated technology for rotating the torch and setting the 
angle of the bevel. The SigmaNEST software was developed to ensure that the angle of the bevel 
remained constant as the torch moved around the part, and to offer users five different types of bevel 
form and control. Neil Ross said, “SigmaTEK put a lot of resources into developing the technology for 
us, ensuring that it was both reliable and accurate. SigmaNEST has been easy to learn and to operate, 
and this new function only took us 5 minutes to get to grips with, once it had been installed.” The 
SigmaNEST software has safeguards and knowledge built in. The limitations of the machines are 
considered during processing, ensuring that programmes cannot be run on the wrong machine, while 
technology tables consider factors such as amperage, material thickness and kerf width to ensure that 
cutting performance is optimised. 

Neil Ross emphasised the importance of the three SigmaNEST systems they use. “98% of our 
components go through the plasma cutting machines, so the software is crucial to the smooth operation 
of our company. Nesting times are now two to three times faster, saving valuable time, which allows us 
to concentrate on other efficiency improvements elsewhere in our business. We also have an excellent 
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relationship with SigmaTEK’s support team, which answers queries promptly and professionally and 
ensures that our software is always up to date.” 

About the SigmaTEK Corporation 

Formed in 1992, with offices in Cincinnati, Ohio, Seattle, Washington; international offices in Europe, 
Japan and Australia, and a worldwide distribution network, over 4000 SigmaNEST® systems are now in 
use round the globe. SigmaNEST® software maintains its technological leadership in sheet metal 
nesting and cutting by a commitment to research and development, providing customers with tools to 
maximise material utilisation and increase machine throughput while minimising programming time and 
effort. Authorised training centres around the world provide after sales technical support and education. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Sonnax Designs Aftermarket Transmissions Products Better Than New with SolidWorks Software 
14 October 2008 

Aftermarket auto transmission components manufacturer Sonnax has standardized on SolidWorks® 3D 
CAD software to re-engineer worn out parts so they are as good or better than the original, Dassault 
Systèmes SolidWorks Corp. (DS SolidWorks) announced. Using SolidWorks, Sonnax engineers have 
become more productive and more creative in their design approaches than with 2D software.  

Since 1978, Vermont-based Sonnax has been designing, manufacturing, and distributing replacement 
components for automatic transmissions, torque converters, drive shafts and related products worldwide 
for the passenger vehicle, racing and heavy-duty vehicle markets. Precision and durability are critical as 
its parts are used in rebuilt transmissions which often carry 100,000 mile warranties.  

“We get worn out parts that we reverse engineer to find out where the part failed,” said Steve 
McAllister, a technical group manager in engineering at Sonnax. “SolidWorks lets us identify the 
original failure point and design it right out of the product.”  

Sonnax engineers need to study every design aspect of a city bus drive shaft, for example, to make sure 
that the replacement part will last. Because the bus travels hundreds of miles every week, durability is 
critical. Sonnax engineers have to collaborate closely with part suppliers since many aftermarket parts 
are custom designed to a specific vehicle. “There’s a lot of back and forth in the design stage to meet 
customer demand,” said McAllister. “SolidWorks substantially cut the time for modifying the designs 
based on supplier feedback from when we had to change multiple AutoCAD drawings. That helps us 
deliver products faster.”  

Improved communication  

Aside from sharp 3D models that give both Sonnax engineers and suppliers a comprehensive view of 
part designs, Sonnax also uses SolidWorks eDrawings® e-mail-enabled design communication tool to 
share 3D models and 2D drawings of its components with suppliers and customers. The company also 
uses PhotoWorks™ photorealistic rendering tool to create life-like images of its parts for the technical 
documentation that accompanies the parts – a process that previously was delayed up to three weeks 
while engineers had to wait for the prototype to photograph it. Now the documentation is ready before 
the part arrives.  

Sonnax is deploying SolidWorks Simulation and SolidWorks Flow Simulation to analyze component 
durability and fluid flow during everyday use to ensure optimal performance. Sonnax engineers will 

http://www.solidworks.com/
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soon have even more visibility into potential failure points while analyzing how parts will perform in 
normal and high-performance operating conditions.  

“Time to market is important in the automotive after-market industry, but reliability is everything,” said 
Ken Clayton, vice president of North American sales at DS SolidWorks. “Sonnax engineers are on a 
mission to make OEM parts better, and using SolidWorks will help them continue achieving that goal.”  

Sonnax relies on authorized SolidWorks reseller CADD Edge, Inc. for ongoing software training, 
implementation, and support.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Product News 
AspenTech’s Patented aspenONE Master Data Model Delivers Asset Lifecycle Management 
14 October 2008 

Aspen Technology, Inc. announced a recently issued patent covering key aspects of the aspenONE 
Master Data Model. The Master Data Model which is integrated within the aspenONE suite of 
applications makes end-to-end asset lifecycle management a reality. The aspenONE Master Data Model 
provides one enterprise view of process data associated with Engineering design and Manufacturing 
Supply Chain operations and is integrated with DCS and ERP systems through a vendor neutral 
interface.  

-- aspenONE's Master Data Model is a federated data model designed specifically for the process 
industries. By integrating once to the Master Data Model, 3rd party applications are connected to all 
aspenONE applications. This simplifies data integration and optimizes the value of ERP and other 
transaction-based systems.  

-- The "enter once - share by all" model allows process design and operating data to be stored, shared 
and used by design, optimization and decision support applications for true end-to-end asset lifecycle 
management.  

-- By using a unified data platform and a common interface, aspenONE makes it easier to:  

• Reliably increase enterprise agility by improving data accuracy and utilization across business 
functions.  

• Support continuous process improvement by connecting real-time plant information to engineering 
design for rigorous monitoring of performance.  

• Decrease time to market and capital costs by electronically storing and managing as-designed, as-built 
and as-operated plant information.  

-- aspenONE's Master Data Model conforms to SOA, which enables the aspenONE suite of applications 
to adhere to industry standards such as S95, ISO 15926, B2MML and Open O&M (Operations and 
Maintenance).  

-- AspenTech's recently released aspenONE V7 software includes an integrated basic engineering 
environment that is supported by aspenONE's Master Data Model. This provides global engineering 
teams fast access to project data for round-the-clock execution, making it easier for process industry 
companies to adopt the 7 Best Practices of Engineering Excellence.  

http://www.sonnax.com/
http://www.caddedge.com/
http://www.aspentech.com/
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COMSOL Multiphysics® 3.5 Advances Simulation Efficiency and Productivity through High-
Performance CAD and ECAD Interoperability 
10 October 2008 

COMSOL, Inc. announced COMSOL Multiphysics® 3.5, an upgrade of its engineering and scientific 
software environment for modeling and simulating any physics-based system. Expanding and 
facilitating COMSOL’s interoperability with third-party CAD/CAM/CAE applications, version 3.5 
provides new Parasolid® file format support and a new bidirectional Autodesk Inventor® interface. New 
solvers, coding, and usability enhancements, as well as a wealth of new functionalities, application 
modes, and material models and properties in COMSOL’s suite of discipline-specific modules boost 
efficiency and productivity to new levels. COMSOL will demonstrate version 3.5 for the first time today 
and through October 11 at the 2008 COMSOL Conference in Boston. 

Version 3.5 – Most Efficient COMSOL Ever 
Raised efficiency, increased performance, and reduced memory requirements throughout COMSOL 
Multiphysics 3.5 is achieved by the implementation of new solvers and revised implementation of the 
existing ones. Benchmark tests show that version 3.5 is more than 3 times faster for large flow models 
when compared to version 3.4. 

Solving is substantially faster for time-dependent structural mechanics, electromagnetic, acoustics, and 
fluid-flow simulations using a new solver. You can also cut memory usage by as much as 50 percent for 
common dynamic multiphysics simulations, such as Joule heating, with the new time-dependent 
segregated solver. This solver also offers new flexible settings that make setting up problems with 
various multiphysics couplings easier and faster. 

Two to eight times faster time-domain wave simulations and fluid flow simulations are now achieved 
through solver enhancements. Larger problems can be run using the new out-of-core solver, which 
utilizes disk memory for efficiently storing intermediate results on 32-bit and 64-bit computers. 
Optimized code has boosted shared-memory parallelism speedup by 20%. 

Parasolid Powers CAD Import Module 

Interoperability with third-party engineering and scientific applications is greatly enhanced in version 
3.5 by supporting the Parasolid file format from Siemens PLM Software throughout the CAD import 
process. Additionally, the CAD Import Module is now also available on the Macintosh. 

Parasolid improves file import efficiency by eliminating the conversion of objects to COMSOL 
geometry. It enhances productivity by giving you the ability to repair or defeature individual parts in an 
assembly easily and quickly. Parasolid support saves substantial time when meshing by enabling you to 
mesh on the Parasolid geometry directly. 

New Bidirectional Interface for Inventor and Parametric Sweeps 

The new, easy-to-use Autodesk Inventor bidirectional interface, which works like its SolidWorks® 
counterpart, maintains two-way associativity between Inventor and COMSOL so that any changes made 
in a COMSOL or Autodesk Inventor session propagate across both solutions automatically. The 
Inventor and SolidWorks bidirectional interfaces, when used with the CAD Import Module, now support 
geometric parametric sweeps to automatically compute solutions for different geometric shapes. This 
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new functionality lets you wrap any parametric sweeps around any solver, including time-dependent, 
stationary, or eigenvalue solvers. Parametric sweeps can be run on distributed-memory systems such as 
Linux and Windows Compute clusters. 

“We know that minimizing the time and effort spent on CAD import and repair is important to our 
users,” says Ed Fontes, Vice President of Applications at COMSOL. “With COMSOL 3.5 CAD Import 
Module we’re leveraging Parasolid geometry representation for import, repair, and meshing throughout, 
accelerating the geometry preprocessing. In addition, the improved SolidWorks bidirectional interface 
and the new Autodesk Inventor bidirectional interface enhance the efficiency of CAD import and 
introduce the ability to run geometric parameter sweeps in COMSOL to our existing users.” 

New Meshing Flexibilities 

COMSOL’s meshing capabilities are extended with new, flexible features, such as creating tetrahedral 
elements from an existing mesh of hexahedral elements. You can create high-quality meshes for 2D and 
3D surfaces using the new advancing-front mesher, which is now the default mesher for 2D geometries. 
Version 3.5 also marks the debut of a swept meshing functionality that makes meshing layered 
structures simpler, faster, and easier. 

More Versatile Postprocessing 

Enhancements in version 3.5 make postprocessing, visualizations, and result communication more 
versatile and productive. COMSOL graphics now support the highly portable and sharable GIF and 
animated GIF formats. You can customize color maps and create personalized color scales. The new 
Plot While Solving function lets you monitor solutions in progress, giving you the option to update 
settings and restart a solution early if needed. You can now perform sensitivity analysis. 

Updated Discipline-Specific Modules  

New features, application modes, and material properties abound throughout version 3.5 of the 
COMSOL Multiphysics suite of discipline-specific modules. Here’s a quick tour of the most significant 
changes by module. 

AC/DC Module 

AC/DC Module 3.5 offers a new ECAD interface for creating geometries of printed circuit board (PCB) 
designs imported from ODB++ files and GDS files. You can now use NETEX-G® from Artwork 
Conversion Software to create geometries from Gerber/drill file formats. Nonlinear transient AC/DC 
simulations run faster by enhanced control of the nonlinear solver. 

Chemical Engineering Module  

Chemical Engineering Module 3.5 features new Two-Phase Flow application modes that lets you model 
interfaces between immiscible fluids that include such multiphysics effects as the impact of charge 
separation. You can combine the level set-based and phase field-based application analysis types for 
two-phase flow with the new surface tension data included in the Liquids and Gases material properties 
library. New stabilization techniques, new solvers, and default setting refinements enhance the 
efficiency of all solvers for fluid flow applications substantially. 

Earth Science Module 

The Earth Science Module 3.5 enables you to simulate the effects of porous media flow on stresses and 
strains using a new predefined multiphysics coupling for poroelasticity. The module also includes a 
Liquids and Gases material properties library. 
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Heat Transfer Module  

The Heat Transfer Module 3.5 greatly speeds up nonisothermal flow and convective heat transfer 
simulations as well as provides better stabilization for modeling free convection and heat transfer in 
turbulent flows. Simulations of heat and flow in electronic cooling, free convection, and general thermal 
management applications are now up to 8 times faster, while memory requirements for thermal stresses 
are down 25 percent. In heat conduction applications, new functionality lets you run simulations of 
unbounded domains through the infinite elements technique. 

MEMS Module 

The MEMS Module 3.5 features new two-phase flow application modes tuned for multiphysics 
couplings, which are enhanced with new surface tension data from the Liquids and Gases material 
properties library. Electro-thermomechanical simulations are now easy to set up with the new predefined 
multiphysics coupling. Piezo-electric devices and MEMS in general can be integrated in SPICE circuit 
simulations. You can also include structural damping, dielectric, and coupling losses in the enhanced 
piezoelectric simulation environment. Viscoelastic material models and large deformations are also 
incorporated into this release. The new ECAD import greatly facilitates the generation of 3D geometries 
from mask layouts. 

RF Module 

The RF Module 3.5 introduces new circuit ports for simulating the connection of a transmission line or 
an antenna and an external circuit. Adaptive meshing gives a higher accuracy of extracted S-parameters, 
which can be used for accurate system modeling. ECAD import shortens the path from circuit board 
layout to 3D geometry. Time domain simulations are up to 4 times faster using the new time-dependent 
solver. 

Structural Mechanics Module 

Version 3.5 extends the usability of the Structural Mechanics Module with a new interface for 
viscoelastic material models. For nonlinear acoustoelasticity, you can use the hyperelastic Murgnaghan 
material model. Electro-thermomechanical simulations are now easy to set up using the new predefined 
multiphysics coupling. The piezoelectric simulation environment is substantially enhanced with a new 
dialog box for introducing structural damping, dielectric, and coupling losses. Also, large deformations 
for piezoelectric devices are now included. Overall modeling efficiency is substantially enhanced, for 
time-dependent simulations especially, using new solvers and fine-tuned default settings. 

COMSOL Script, Optimization Lab, and Reaction Engineering Lab 

COMSOL Script now offers MPI support for distributed memory systems, allowing you to run 
processes that are independent of each other on different computers in a cluster. Stationary multiphysics 
optimization problems, such as inverse modeling, are easier to set up using a new simulation 
environment and faster to solve with analytic gradients.  

COMSOL Reaction Engineering Lab presents a new CAPE-OPEN interface for thermodynamic and 
physical properties. With this interface, you can link the Reaction Engineering Lab and the Chemical 
Engineering Module with database software that computes the thermodynamic and physical properties 
of liquids and gases. 

“COMSOL’s implementation of CAPE-OPEN interfaces lets any COMSOL model access 
thermodynamic servers from third parties through the CAPE-OPEN standardized methods,” comments 
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Michel Pons, Chief Technology Officer at CAPE-OPEN Laboratories Network (CO-LaN). “CAPE-
OPEN will provide COMSOL users with thermodynamic consistency throughout their modeling 
workflow as well as access to state-of-the-art technology in the thermodynamic area. COMSOL’s 
decision clearly expands process modeling capability, and CO-LaN is strongly supportive of such 
initiatives.” 

Availability 

COMSOL Multiphysics 3.5 runs on Windows, Linux, Solaris, and Macintosh workstations and is 
available directly from COMSOL and its global network of distributors immediately. Pricing starts at 
$8,995 (U.S.). 

For details about COMSOL Multiphysics 3.5, all discipline-specific technology modules, and detailed 
system requirements, or to sign up for an introductory CD, visit COMSOL, Inc. at httwww.comsol.com. 

About the COMSOL product line 

COMSOL Multiphysics is a software environment that provides scientists, engineers, and researchers 
with integrated technology for modeling, simulating, and discovering any system with both single or 
multiple physics phenomena. A broad range of discipline-specific modules extends the COMSOL 
environment for chemical engineering, earth science, electromagnetics, heat transfer, MEMS, and 
structural mechanics applications. COMSOL also offers the COMSOL Reaction Engineering Lab®, 
which allows users to model reacting systems, and COMSOL Script®, which provides a textual-based 
interface to COMSOL Multiphysics models. COMSOL products are available for the Windows, Linux, 
Solaris, and the Macintosh operating systems. Full details about COMSOL Multiphysics and related 
products are available at http://www.comsol.com . 

Click here to return to Contents 

COMSOL Joins PTC® Partner Advantage™ Program 
10 October 2008 

COMSOL, Inc. announced that it has joined PTC’s Partner Advantage Program at the Silver Tier.  

The PTC Partner Advantage Program enables companies worldwide to join with PTC in delivering its 
comprehensive product development system to their mutual customers. Inclusion in the partner program, 
which provides access to a comprehensive suite of capabilities, followed an extensive review of 
COMSOL Multiphysics simulation software and its ability to work with PTC’s Pro/ENGINEER 
parametric MCAD/CAM/CAE files.  

“Engineers, scientists, and researchers throughout industry and academia worldwide use COMSOL to 
innovate the products and technologies that will shape our future,” said Bernt Nilsson, senior vice 
president, marketing, COMSOL. “Many of our users rely on Pro/ENGINEER to create superior product 
designs. We're excited to provide our users with the benefits of this partnership with PTC and its 
Pro/ENGINEER product development system.”  

“The partner program is comprised of software providers selected for their expertise. Through our 
review process, COMSOL demonstrated its capabilities in coupled-physics modeling and simulation for 
engineers and scientists,” said Andy Barlow, senior director, business development, PTC. “The addition 
of COMSOL to the PTC Partner Advantage Program offers Pro/ENGINEER users a powerful solution 
for conducting realistic multiphysics simulations of their designs and is a great addition to the program.”  

http://www.comsol.com/
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“We're pleased that PTC views COMSOL Multiphysics as important to its customers,” said Nilsson. 
“And we are delighted that COMSOL has been included in the Partner Advantage Program.”  

About the COMSOL product line 

COMSOL Multiphysics is a software environment that provides scientists, engineers, and researchers 
with integrated technology for modeling, simulating, and discovering any system with both single or 
multiple physics phenomena. A broad range of discipline-specific modules extends the COMSOL 
environment for chemical engineering, earth science, electromagnetics, heat transfer, MEMS, and 
structural mechanics applications. COMSOL also offers the COMSOL Reaction Engineering Lab®, 
which allows users to model reacting systems, and COMSOL Script®, which provides a textual based 
interface to COMSOL Multiphysics models. COMSOL products are available for the Windows, Linux, 
Solaris, and the Macintosh operating systems. Full details about COMSOL Multiphysics and related 
products are available at http://www.comsol.com.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Fishbowl Solutions Releases pubSchedule™ 2.0 
15 October 2008 

Fishbowl Solutions, Inc. has released pubSchedule™ 2.0, an out-of-the-box solution for Windchill® 
PDMLink® 8.0 + and Windchill® Pro/INTRALINK™ 8.0 +.  

Fishbowl Solutions pubSchedule 2.0 enhances the standard Winchill options for publishing viewables 
of Pro/ENGINEER® product data in PDMLink and Pro/INTRALINK. pubSchedule will allow users to 
define a subset of items to be published in batch publish mode. The solution allows users to set 
publishing options like "Publish Latest Released" to lessen the impact on their system.  

Currently, there are only three options for publishing viewables—publish all, publish latest or publish 
nothing. Because none of these options is what most users really need, many have found the best work-
around is to turn off the batch publish feature. With batch publishing off, users must request the 
viewable they would like published and then wait. Depending on the back log of viewables that are in 
queue, the wait time for publishing can vary from days to weeks to even months. 

With pubSchedule users can: 

• Publish on specific object types 

• Publish on specific date ranges 

• Publish on specific lifecycle states 

• Publish latest iterations only 

• Publish only objects without representations 

• Limit publishing jobs to a number of days back from when the job is run (New in 2.0) 

• Allows up to five unique publish jobs to be configured and ran (New in 2.0) 

pubSchedule gives publishing control back to the user and reduces their, sometimes lengthy, wait time.  

Contact Fishbowl Solutions at MCADsales@fishbowlsolutions.com to learn more about pubSchedule. 

Click here to return to Contents 

http://www.comsol.com/
http://www.fishbowlsolutions.com/PTCSolutions/FishbowlPTCAutomationandIntegrationSolutions/SolutionsforPDMLink/fs_mkt_m_pubsched_webcopy?WT.mc_id=L_pubSchedule_pr_Q408
http://www.fishbowlsolutions.com/PTCSolutions/FishbowlPTCAutomationandIntegrationSolutions/SolutionsforPDMLink/fs_mkt_m_pubsched_webcopy?WT.mc_id=L_pubSchedule_pr_Q408
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Lectra Presents its New DesignConcept Auto and DesignConcept TechTex; an innovative approach to 
product development 
16 October 2008 

Lectra announced the launch of new versions of DesignConcept Auto (V4R1) and DesignConcept 
TechTex (V4R1), dedicated to the automotive industry and to manufacturers using industrial fabrics.  

The new DesignConcept Auto and DesignConcept TechTex solutions: a novel approach to 3D/2D 
design and product development 

DesignConcept Auto and DesignConcept TechTex are Lectra's flagship solutions for textile-based 
product design and development. Equipped with this solution, users can create virtual models, run 
feasibility analyses, develop templates, and estimate costs, resulting in reduced time-to-market of 
finished products.  

One of the many significant benefits of these new versions is their automatic marker-making module 
which calculates estimates of fabric consumption and related costs according to the customer's business 
model. These calculations are carried out during the design phase and hence very early in the design and 
development process.  

With DesignConcept Auto and DesignConcept TechTex, Lectra alone offers the automotive and 
industrial fabrics industry this particularly innovative approach.  

The new automatic marker-making module provides project leaders with valuable and detailed 
information about the different fabric savings possible for each design option, thus allowing them to 
make the wisest decisions. When this module is used in conjunction with feasibility analyses, companies 
equipped with DesignConcept can shorten production cycle times through perfect project management 
with respect to the business model chosen initially and to the company's main criteria—cost, quality, 
time-to-market.  

With the new DesignConcept Auto and DesignConcept TechTex offers, costs are no longer imposed but 
foreseen and managed.  

"We developed these new versions in order to offer a novel approach to product development, giving 
designers more responsibility by providing them with improved visibility over the economic 
implications of their decisions," said Daniel Harari, CEO, Lectra. "This means they can make a more 
direct contribution to their company's performance."  

DesignConcept Auto: a response to specifically address the needs of manufacturers in the 
automotive market  
Taking the recent changes in the automotive sector into consideration, Lectra engineers have developed 
concepts that accelerate decision-making to help cope with the increasing customer demand for greater 
numbers and heightened complexity of interior and seat models. Equipped with DesignConcept Auto 
(V4R1), designers can offer up to five times more virtual models than before, using the simulation tools, 
while accessing necessary information for quality evaluation and corresponding cost management.  

"With DesignConcept Auto V4R1 we have finally been able to enter a new phase of synchronized 
prototyping and costing. Now we can modify designs while verifying the related cost implications. This 
also means we can consider more designs," said Katuyuki Matsushita, General Manager, Engineering 
Division, Toyota Boshoku (Japan).  

DesignConcept TechTex: a major advantage for companies using industrial fabrics 
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Constraints linked to environmental protection and reduced energy consumption have led to an increase 
in the number of industrial fabrics products. In the aeronautics industry, saving a few grams per piece 
may be a deciding factor for end-customers. With the explosion of prices for raw materials and crude 
oil, DesignConcept TechTex (V4R1) has become essential for large-scale composite product design, 
especially for reducing the weight of finished products while maintaining satisfactory mechanical 
properties. DesignConcept TechTex drastically reduces development cycle times with its flattening 
algorithm, the only one of its kind on the market. DesignConcept TechTex thus makes it possible to 
create more products for lower costs. In a sector currently experiencing significant growth, Lectra alone 
provides a global solution, through its CAM offer, from 3D design to production of soft structures.  

"DesignConcept TechTex handles complex shapes much better than we expected," said James 
Colegrove, Composite Materials Engineer for Trek Bicycle Corporation, an American company which 
designs and manufactures a wide range of touring and mountain bikes.  

"We were impressed with how it put the shapes together and with the high quality of the parts. 
DesignConcept TechTex makes it much easier to collaborate with the industrial designers and develop 
stylish bikes while ensuring they can be produced to deliver the outstanding performance that Trek 
customers expect."  

New developments pushing the limits of virtual design  

DesignConcept Auto (V4R1) and DesignConcept TechTex (V4R1) offer manufacturers other major 
advantages.  

Both solutions allow better control of development costs by shortening the prototyping phase, improving 
the rendered image and virtual simulation, and analyzing feasibility according to the characteristics of 
the fabric. Feasibility analyses, aimed at the best compromise of quality, price, and time-to-market, are 
guided by objective criteria including evaluation of the fabric's tension and distortion, its resistance to 
constraints, material consumption, etc.  

Finally, manufacturers can now enter their own materials (textiles, leathers, etc.) and the characteristics 
of those materials into the DesignConcept Auto and DesignConcept TechTex library.  

DesignConcept and Vector by Lectra: when optimization and production combine  

To reduce their material consumption, manufacturers must first evaluate the performance of their 
production tools.  

Lectra's VectorAuto and VectorTechTex cutter ranges, designed for the automotive and industrial 
fabrics industries, yield two to three times greater productivity than standard models on the market and 
result in fabric savings of up to 5% or more.  

In order to estimate production material requirements, DesignConcept takes the manufacturing process 
into account, optimizing shapes, their rotation constraints, and inter-pieces margins. Contractors can thus 
quickly estimate their return on investment and evaluate the advantages of producing with Lectra 
solutions as opposed to the competition.  

Associating DesignConcept Auto or DesignConcept TechTex with the VectorAuto and VectorTechTex 
ranges of automated cutters constitutes a real competitive advantage.  

DesignConcept: Compatible with Windows Vista  

As with all new Lectra solutions, DesignConcept is compatible with Microsoft's Windows Vista 
operating system.  

http://www.lectra.com/
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In line with the Lectra's strategy of accompanying customers, DesignConcept is associated with a range 
of high value-added professional services provided by Lectra's own business and solutions experts.  

Click here to return to Contents 

LEDAS is Bringing the New Technology of Variational Direct Modeling to the Market 
13 October 2008 

LEDAS Ltd., a leading provider of variational solvers for CAD developers, announced the program for 
promoting a new 3D design technology – variational direct modeling – on the CAD market.  

The White Paper “Variational Direct Modeling: How to Keep Design Intent in History-Free CAD” 
(freely available at http://www.ledas.com/group/white_papers/) sums up the basics of the new design 
technology and outlines the program for its advancement. In the second quarter 2009, all CAD 
developers will be able to license the software toolkit, which facilitates development of the applications 
with functionalities of variational direct modeling in the shortest possible time. Endeavoring to make the 
new technology immediately available to the CAD users, LEDAS is releasing a free add-on application 
for the 3D design system Google SketchUp in October 2008; which will gradually – from version to 
version – open all opportunities of the new technology. LEDAS has also announced its plans to develop 
similar applications for other well-known 3D modeling platforms.  

“We announce our plans to welcome co-operation with companies and individual CAD developers that 
can already share their opinions on the prospects of the new technology and participate in financing our 
project”, said David Levin, CEO, LEDAS Ltd. “Unlike some companies that announce new 
technologies but do not licence them to developers, we are open for co-operation with all CAD vendors 
without exception”. 

The end-user paradigm of direct (also called explicit or dynamic) modeling in CAD involves direct 
manipulation with the boundary elements of a solid model (faces, edges, vertices). It considerably 
simplifies creating and editing 3D forms, making it easy-to-use by the amateur users and enhancing 
designers’ efficiency. As a practical alternative to history-based modeling, direct modeling in its pure 
form has a significant shortcoming: it completely ignores the design intent, established in the model by 
its creator.  

“We offer the approach based on the concept of variational modeling combined with direct model 
editing”, explains Dmitry Ushakov, Director, Product Management and Marketing, LEDAS Ltd. “Using 
geometric and dimensional constraints which are automatically generated according to the topology and 
geometry of a boundary model (BRep), according to the features, or are directly specified by the users, 
our solution enables smart parametric modification – preserving the logic, directly or indirectly put in 
the original model”.  

A geometric model with constraints is calculated by a special software component – LGS 3D variational 
geometric solver, which solves the systems with thousands of simultaneous constraints in the on-line-
mode. The solver can be successfully integrated with all geometric modeling kernels available on the 
market and serves as the basis for implementing the new technology of variational direct modeling.  

About LGS Software 

LEDAS Geometric Solvers (LGS) 2D/3D support creation and modification of the geometric models by 
means of (explicit or implicit) constraints. Typical geometric objects are points, lines, circles, planes, 
cylinders, spheres, arbitrary curves, surfaces and swept surfaces. Objects can be fixed in an absolute 
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coordinate system or relative to each other (the latter feature is provided by the so-called rigid sets of 
objects). Set of geometric constraints includes logical constraints between geometric entities (like 
coincidence, parallelism, tangency, etc.) and dimensional constraints (that specify the required values for 
given distances, angles or radii). LGS moves and rotates objects to the positions where all constraints are 
satisfied by performing minimal transformations of initial configuration. It also renders standard CAD 
functions — ‘move under constraints’ and diagnostics of over- and under-defined parts of a model. LGS 
2D/3D is a cross-platform software. It is set of libraries that runs under all Windows, Linux, *BSD, AIX 
and other OS. Being coded in C++, LGS has a C-based API that allows one to integrate it into a broad 
range of software applications.  

LGS 2D/3D are based on the LEDAS’ state-of-the-art engine provide affordable solution for those who 
need a strong variational and constraint-based functionality in CAD, modeling, or engineering software. 
Through the scalable architecture of LGS, variational and parametric techniques become available in a 
wide range of the products including desktop CAD/CAM/CAE, and object modeling tools, assembly 
design and analysis and others. More information about LGS 3D can be found at 
http://www.ledas.com/products/lgs3d/.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Mentor Graphics Olympus-SoC Place-and-Route System Slashes Design Closure Times with 
Industry’s First Parallel Timing Analysis and Optimization Technology 
13 October 2008 

Mentor Graphics Corporation announced the immediate availability of new task-oriented parallelism 
technology in the Mentor Graphics Olympus-SoC™ place-and-route system that allows timing analysis 
and optimization tasks to run in parallel to deliver up to 7X improvement in timing analysis run times, 
and up to 4X improvement in design closure times using eight CPU cores. 

“We used the new timing and optimization technology in Olympus-SoC for the extremely complicated 
EMMA design, which has over 30 million gates, four modes and four corners, a 200MHz main clock, 
and over 150 derived clocks,” said Mr. Masao Hirasawa, General Manager, Digital Consumer LSI 
Division, NEC Electronics Corporation. “The proven EMMA platform is specifically designed to deliver 
versatility and performance for digital AV applications, such as STB (Set-Top-Boxes), digital TVs, and 
DVD recorders through MPEG signal processing core technology. Achieving design closure within our 
aggressive schedule was a huge challenge for us. We are very impressed with Olympus-SoC’s 
performance improvements, which provided almost a factor of four reduction in our design closure time. 
We continue to be very happy with the overall performance and productivity improvements we’re 
getting with Olympus-SoC in our design flow.” 

“Rapid physical design closure for advanced 65, 45 and 40 nanometer SoC designs is critically 
important to our competitiveness, and we’re always looking for the best technology to meet aggressive 
time-to-market pressure,” said Shoji Ichino, general manager of the Technology Development Division 
at Fujitsu Microelectronics Limited. “The Olympus-SoC place-and-route system is already part of our 
Reference Design Flow (RDF) kit, which is being used for many advanced designs to rapidly close 
complex multi-corner multi-mode (MCMM) design issues. Now the new fully-parallelized Olympus-
SoC timer will give us much faster turnaround for those design closures by taking full advantage of the 
most advanced multicore processors.” 

Reducing Design Closure Times with Multicore Processing 

http://www.ledas.com/products/lgs3d/
http://www.mentor.com/
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The latest integrated circuits (ICs) require exponentially increasing processing power to reach physical 
design closure within tight time-to-market schedules. Design sizes continue to increase with Moore’s 
Law, complicated by manufacturing variability and signal integrity issues that require closure over many 
design and process modes and corners. The best way to gain additional speed is to apply the full power 
of multicore processors to the most compute-intensive aspect of the flow—timing analysis and 
optimization related tasks. However, traditional place-and-route architectures are not able to take full 
advantage of multiple processors within the timing kernel, severely limiting their scalability on 
multicore platforms. 

The Olympus-SoC place-and-route system addresses this challenge with a combination of key 
technologies collectively referred to as task-oriented parallelism. Mentor’s task-oriented parallelism 
technology is a fine-grained, lockless technique that for the first time allows parallelization of the most 
compute intensive analysis and optimization tasks within the place-and-route timing kernel. A compact 
data structure with an unlimited number of virtual timing graphs makes the Olympus-SoC system 
inherently efficient for complex MCMM analysis. To fully utilize advanced multicore processors, the 
Olympus-SoC system employs sophisticated dataflow analysis that allows parasitic extraction, delay, 
MCMM signal integrity (SI), timing, and power analysis tasks to be done in parallel on many CPUs 
without the locking and synchronization overhead inherent in traditional architectures. In addition, it 
automatically determines the optimum strategy for partitioning, and fine-grained and coarse-grained 
parallelization, for each specific IC design flow step to ensure the best quality of results (QoR) and 
turnaround time (TAT) for a specific layout. As a result, the Olympus-SoC system scales linearly as 
CPUs are added, enabling customers to complete even their largest designs on schedule. 

“Leading-edge customers are increasingly turning to the Olympus-SoC solution to get the best quality of 
results and the shortest design times,” said Joseph Sawicki, vice president and general manager for the 
design-to-silicon division at Mentor Graphics. “Other place-and-route tools boast multithreading and 
multitasking capability, but no other product has a parallel timing analysis engine at its core to deliver 
fast multi-corner multi-mode analysis and optimization, and this is ultimately what determines overall 
time to design closure. Successes on high-end SoC products demonstrate the Mentor difference and why 
customers are standardizing on our solution for their high-end products.” 

Pricing and Availability 

Task-oriented parallelism, an add-on option to the Olympus-SoC place-and-route system, is available 
now and is priced starting at $180K. 

Click here to return to Contents 

OptiTex Speaks the Language of Design – In Several Languages 
14 October 2008 

OptiTex announced its latest dynamic innovation: A multi-language interface that facilitates design and 
communication between designers and their manufacturers around the world. 3D Runway is already the 
leading CAD software for the fashion industry.  

“We have always sought ways to enhance communication among the partners in the design and 
manufacturing process,” states Ran Machtinger, OptiTex's President and CEO. “OptiTex is 
revolutionizing all aspects of the process from design to manufacturing, and this is another bold step.”  

Designers can now customize the software interface simply by selecting a language from a drop-down 

http://www.optitex.com/
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menu; the features will appear automatically in that language. It currently works in English, French, 
Spanish, Chinese and Hindi, with plans to add several more languages in the near future, including 
Japanese, Indonesian, Italian and Polish.  

Leveraging Google's new API, OptiTex takes this a step further by allowing participants in a chat room 
to select a second language into which the text will automatically be translated. For instance, a designer 
in the U.S. and a manufacturer in China communicating in a chat room will each select the language in 
which to read the text, enhancing each party’s participation in the process.  

“This follows closely on the introduction of our new Color Manager feature, which ensures accurate 
recreation of customized colors throughout the design and manufacturing process. Combined with our 
new multi-language interface, our system helps insure that everyone is on the same page from the 
beginning to the end of the design process,” concludes Machtinger. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Siemens PLM Software Announces New Release of Solid Edge 2D Drafting 
16 October 2008 

Siemens PLM Software announced the latest release of its free Solid Edge® 2D Drafting software. The 
latest release is immediately available for download in 10 languages. 

Siemens PLM Software began offering its 2D Drafting product at no cost two years ago as a strategic 
move to ease the 2D to 3D transition for SMB customers. To date 180,000 users have downloaded the 
software, 21 percent of which say they have immediate plans to upgrade to 3D. 

“We began using Solid Edge 2D Drafting for designing custom exhaust systems for the boating 
industry,” said Dan Buckley, president, K & B Performance. “Also, the product was free and promised a 
pathway into 3D. We moved into 3D and have found that claim to be true. Our 2D designs are being 
used directly in 3D and learning 3D was much faster because the 2D product taught us sketching and 
how to navigate the user interface. We have been able to cut our design time from four months to two 
days and refine our processes.” 

Solid Edge 2D Drafting is the standalone 2D CAD component of the Velocity Series™ portfolio. It 
provides a production-proven set of capabilities for creating 2D documentation, including drawing 
layout, diagramming, annotation and dimensioning controls that automatically comply with drafting 
standards, such as ISO, ANSI, BSI, DIN, JIS and UNI. Solid Edge 2D drafting is fully compatible with 
Solid Edge, the industry’s first 3D history-free, feature-based CAD system. 

The latest product enhancements ease the transition into 3D by providing: 

- Parametric 2D sketching concepts, which allow smart profile development that can be reused later to 
directly develop 3D models. 

- 2D designs that can be refined with Goal Seek in Solid Edge, a tool to optimize and determine 
unknown parameters.  

- A new and consistent user interface that leverages the look and feel of Microsoft Office™ 2007 suite 
of products.  

“The success of this program continues to prove to us that there are thousands of 2D users who need 3D 
software to enhance their productivity,” said Bruce Boes, vice president, Velocity Series Global 
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Marketing, Siemens PLM Software. 

There is no cost to download or license the software; optional support and automatic upgrades for the 
product are available for a nominal cost. For more information or to download, visit 
http://www.solidedge.com/free2d.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Siemens PLM Software Announces New Releases for its D-Cubed 3D Component Software Solutions 
13 October 2008 

Siemens PLM Software announced the immediate availability of new releases of four of its D-Cubed™ 
component software products. Version 39.0 of 3D Dimensional Constraint Manager (3D DCM), 
Assembly Engineering Manager (AEM), Collision Detection Manager (CDM) and Hidden Line 
Manager (HLM) contain new enhancements to improve function and performance. 

Detailed descriptions of the enhancements are available online at: 
http://www.plm.automation.siemens.com/en_us/products/open/d-cubed/latest_releases/  

About PLM Components – Parasolid and D-Cubed 

PLM Components are software tools that support promote interoperability in CAD, CAM, CAE and 
PLM applications. Siemens PLM Software develops these components, uses them throughout its own 
applications and licenses them to independent software vendors and end-user organizations. PLM 
Components include the Parasolid® software and D-Cubed products, widely used technologies that 
provide 3D part and assembly modeling, editing and interoperability, 2D/3D parametric sketching, 
motion simulation, collision detection, clearance measurement and visualization functionality. 
Applications include mechanical CAD, CAM, CAE, mold design, sheet metal, AEC, GIS, structural, 
plant and ship design, CMM, reverse engineering and sales configuration. For more information, please 
visit http://www.siemens.com/plm/open.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Tacton Awarded Lino GmbH the Status of a TactonWorks Certified Service Partner 
13 October 2008 

Lino GmbH has been acting as an authorised business partner of Tacton Systems since November 2007 
and was today awarded the status of a TactonWorks Certified Service Partner by Tacton, a worldwide 
leader in configuration solutions. Tacton has thus recognized the special expertise of Lino GmbH in the 
field of the SolidWorks 3D CAD system and knowledge-based engineering (KBE). 

TactonWorks represents the direct integration of Tacton Configurator into the professional 
SolidWorks® 3D CAD system and it is a gold partner product of SolidWorks®. For over ten years, 
Tacton Configurator has been a leader in product configurators and supports manufacturers around the 
world in creating custom configured solutions, offers, parts lists and production documentation.  

"We are pleased to have gained Lino GmbH as a partner and as a support for our customers, especially 
in the SolidWorks environment," says Christer Wallberg, CEO of Tacton. Dr Klas Orsvärn, the Co-
founder of Tacton, adds: "We have come to know Lino GmbH as an extremely reliable and competent 
partner who creates customer value through the effective and efficient use of TactonWorks." 

http://www.solidedge.com/free2d
http://www.plm.automation.siemens.com/en_us/products/open/d-cubed/latest_releases/
http://www.siemens.com/plm/open
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"Dr Klas Orsvärn already presented his first ideas about linking Tacton Configurator with SolidWorks to 
me in 2004. At the time, I was able to confirm the basic concepts and offered my recommendations for 
better integration. I am thus particularly pleased that TactonWorks is now a gold partner product of 
SolidWorks and that I can help to make this product a market leader in Germany," says Rüdiger Dehn, 
executive director of Lino GmbH. 

Lino supplies the software and provides first-level support, training, workshops and project orders. 
Process quality is ensured by means of remote tools and tracking systems. 

Click here to return to Contents 

The MathWorks Announces MATLAB and Simulink Student Version 2008b 
14 October 2008 

The MathWorks announced the availability of MATLAB and Simulink Student Version Release 2008b, 
which provides major updates that address student demand for an easy-to-learn, powerful environment 
for both numeric and symbolic computations.  

New object-oriented programming capabilities include full support for classes and objects, inheritance, 
methods, properties, events, and packages. These enhancements to MATLAB make programming more 
intuitive for the majority of science and engineering students who are already familiar with object-
oriented programming in languages such as C++, C#, and Java. 

The new Student Version includes Symbolic Math Toolbox Version 5.1 with a new MuPAD notebook 
interface that supports embedded text, graphics, and typeset math for documenting and managing 
symbolic mathematics computations performed with the MuPAD language. It also provides methods 
and functions to link MuPAD notebooks and language with the MATLAB environment. With this 
capability, students gain a single integrated environment for working with both numeric and symbolic 
computations. 

“The features in Student Version 2008b further simplify MATLAB programming for students, making 
them proficient with the program quickly so that instructors can spend more time on actual projects and 
course work,” said Cleve Moler, chief scientist at The MathWorks and creator of MATLAB. “Students 
will benefit from code reuse and encapsulation capabilities that object-oriented programming offers; but 
more importantly, they can build on their knowledge of other object-oriented languages that they are 
already learning at school.” 

To help students ramp up faster, The MathWorks has produced free, self-paced online video tutorials 
designed to familiarize students on MATLAB and Simulink in less than two hours. The tutorials are 
available at www.mathworks.com/student/start 

Pricing and Availability 

MATLAB & Simulink Student Version R2008b is available immediately to qualified students for the 
Microsoft Windows, Linux, and Macintosh platforms through authorized campus and online resellers, or 
directly from The MathWorks Web Store at www.mathworks.com/student. To qualify for purchase, 
students must be enrolled at a degree-granting institution and have a valid student ID. The student price 
is $99 in the U.S. and Canada. Pearson Education Limited distributes MATLAB & Simulink Student 
Version to university bookstores in Europe, the Middle East, and Africa (EMEA). Bookstores in these 
regions should contact Pearson directly at www.pearsoned.co.uk.  

http://www.mathworks.com/?s_cid=cc_pr
http://www-external-test.mathworks.com/products/symbolic/?s_cid=cc_pr
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