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CIMdata News 
Oracle’s Acquisition of Agile: A Status Update (CIMdata Commentary) 
3 February 2009 

During a recent visit to Oracle’s home page (http://www.oracle.com) we were unable to find an obvious 
web link to PLM. Fortunately, with some intelligent digging, one can find a link at the bottom of the 
“Applications” column entitled “More Applications.” There it is, “Product Lifecycle Management,” 
right in between “Procurement” and “Project Portfolio Management.” This started us thinking … “How 
far and how integrated has Agile’s organization and PLM solution offerings progressed since Oracle 
acquired the Agile Software Corporation some eighteen months ago in July 2007?” 

For Oracle, the Agile acquisition was fairly small in size from a financial prospective—the $492 million 
spent was relatively small compared to many of Oracle’s other acquisitions. At the time of the 
announced acquisition we commented that Oracle’s move was positive, that we believed it reflected a 
continuation of the consolidation activities that have been transforming the PLM market landscape, and 
that it reinforced the trend toward increased PLM focus from the major suppliers of ERP solutions. 
Today, we feel no differently, but the question is how has the acquisition of Agile changed things? Are 
Oracle customers benefiting from the acquisition? What about Agile’s pre-existing customers? Is it 
helping Oracle acquire new customers? Have they benefited from the acquisition (and how) or is it too 
early to tell? 

In early discussions with Oracle regarding the Agile acquisition, Oracle’s objectives and plans for the 
Agile suite of products weren’t clear. Initially, CIMdata had the impression that Oracle did not fully 
realize that Prodika (now referred to as “Agile PLM for Process”) and Cimmetry (now referred to as 
“AutoVue Enterprise Visualization Solutions”) were extremely valuable solutions in their own right. 
Fortunately for Oracle and its installed-base, these product lines (along with the Agile PLM and “e” 
series solutions) continue to be supported on a consistent basis and our impression is that Oracle sees 
Agile’s entire product suite as valuable offerings within their overall suite of solutions. 

For years, Agile was recognized in the PLM market for their solid focus on solutions for high-tech and 
medical device-focused businesses. Leading up to the acquisition, Agile did a good job strategically 
expanding their suite of offerings to include solutions focused on a few other industry sectors, especially 
the food and beverage industry and the general visualization market. It is good to see that Oracle has not 
buried these solutions by significantly changing their name or by hiding them from public view as some 
piece of middleware. Today, it is common to find Oracle’s sales team using Agile’s various solutions as 
differentiators in competitive situations with SAP and other enterprise software solution suppliers. This 
is a very positive development and one that we expect to be leveraged more broadly in the future, 
especially as Oracle continues to expand its PLM knowledge base throughout its global sales force. 
Oracle has initially targeted its PLM activities at the high-tech and food and beverage industries that 
were originally targeted by Agile; this makes good sense. However, we expect to see them expand their 
PLM focus to additional industries as they gain additional experience and continue to enhance their 
solutions. 

In order to reinforce their overall use of PLM at the enterprise level, CIMdata would like to see a “PLM” 
link on Oracle’s home page (it should be noted that Agile customers also have access to another web site 
that contains a significant amount of Agile PLM-related information). This is not because we feel that 

http://www.oracle.com/
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PLM should be Oracle’s primary focus, but because PLM is clearly one of three or four major enterprise 
information technology initiatives seen in most industries today. The PLM capabilities provided through 
the Agile acquisition have extended Oracle’s enterprise solution capabilities significantly. It may not 
have provided as large a user base as a number of their other acquisitions have contributed, but it is 
expanding Oracle’s reach to new groups within an enterprise well beyond Oracle’s previous enterprise 
coverage. 

For Agile’s previous customers and for existing Oracle customers, the acquisition appears to have 
already shown some measurable benefits. For example, it has resulted in the availability of considerably 
more resources being applied to Agile’s solutions, including both a significant number of additional 
development resources as well as expanded field sales and support capabilities. Importantly, it has given 
Agile’s solutions direct access to Oracle’s Fusion Middleware suite of technologies and capabilities. 

Over the past eighteen months, Oracle has rapidly integrated Agile’s research and development staffs, as 
well as its sales force within the appropriate Oracle organizations. Additionally, since Agile is an Oracle 
Applications Unlimited Edge application, Agile customers are more confident that their investment in 
Agile solutions will continue to be supported. Agile customers have also begun to benefit from Oracle’s 
Fusion Middleware stack that includes business intelligence technologies, a capable application server, 
and of course, the Oracle database (e.g., Agile for Process now supports Oracle’s relational database 
management system, RDBMS). 

It is clear that Oracle’s worldwide industry and market presence, and their business domain expertise in 
multiple industries provides a foundation that can be used to substantially increase Agile’s ability to 
expand their business and compete in the global PLM market. In addition, Oracle representatives have 
stated to CIMdata that its sales related to PLM have increased, and that PLM’s value to its customers 
and to Oracle is clear. Of course, Oracle has almost been forced to take this stand since SAP, its main 
competitor, and IFS have been promoting and delivering PLM-focused solutions for several years. It 
should also be mentioned that we have seen some sound evidence that Oracle’s sale force is promoting 
the PLM message, but we believe that more needs to be done. For example, Oracle’s existing customer 
base alone provides an enormous market opportunity for its PLM offering, which has yet to be fully 
leveraged. Regarding its overall market position, it is important to mention that with Agile’s acquisition, 
Oracle became one of the top five PLM Mindshare Leaders. 

At the time of the announced acquisition, CIMdata commented that “…success for the Oracle-Agile 
team is not guaranteed.” We also commented that “there are serious questions about how the Agile 
software solutions will be melded into the Oracles suite of solutions.” It is taken some time, but we can 
now report that Oracle’s application acquisition strategy is clear. As with other Fusion Edge 
Applications, Agile’s various solutions will continue to be standalone products (i.e., solutions that can 
be sold separately or as part of an overall Oracle solution stack) that over time are slated to leverage 
more and more of Oracle’s Fusion Middleware stack, beyond just leveraging the Oracle’s RDBMS. One 
such area that should be highlighted is Oracle’s extensive business intelligence capabilities, which is 
also found in Oracle’s Fusion Middleware stack. Agile PLM customers can already leverage this 
functionality via the Agile PLM Data Mart and Oracle’s Business Intelligence Enterprise Edition. The 
capabilities provided are extensive and include interactive dashboards, ad-hoc query definition and 
analysis, intelligence alerts, online analytical processing and presentation, real-time predictive 
intelligence, disconnected analytics, and Microsoft Office integration, to name a few. CIMdata is happy 
to see Oracle make this capability available to Agile’s solutions and we expect this to bring significant 
value to companies who take advantage of it. 
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Another clear indication of Oracle’s integration intent regarding Agile’s solution was made more 
apparent this past September (2008), when Oracle announced the availability of the Agile Product 
Lifecycle Management (PLM) "Design to Release" Process Integration Pack. This PLM Integration 
Pack for the Oracle E-Business leverages Oracle Application Integration Architecture (AIA) to provide 
a pre-built, service oriented architecture (SOA)-based solution that has been designed to be extendable 
to customers’ current information technology set of solutions. According to Oracle, this pre-built 
integration for the design to release process integrates Agile Product Collaboration solution to Oracle 
Manufacturing and Oracle’s enterprise resource planning applications. This is intended to provide 
companies that use these solutions with a seamless process-oriented integration that is supported by 
Oracle. This Integration Pack, according to Oracle, is the first release of an ongoing roadmap to create a 
”configurable, extensible, and sustainable platform” that will support enterprise PLM process 
integrations to Oracle Applications—as well as to third-party solutions. This is an excellent example of 
how the Agile solution set is being integrated into Oracle’s overall enterprise set of business process-
oriented solutions. 

At the time of the acquisition, CIMdata also pointed out that an additional challenge would be for Oracle 
to execute this acquisition without Agile disappearing into Oracle’s vast organization without a trace. 
We are happy to report that this has not happened. While not at the level we would like to see, visibility 
both internally as well as externally continues to grow. Overall, we believe that Oracle has recognized 
that the Agile organization brought with it a solid base of knowledge and domain expertise in PLM as 
well as a strong set of solutions that are enabling Oracle to expand its presence within customers and 
penetrate new industries. 

Finally, it is still too early to place a final grade on Oracle’s ability to take full advantage of its 
acquisition of Agile. More work is yet to be accomplished, but Oracle appears to be on the right track 
and working aggressively to expand the use and capabilities of the Agile suite of solutions. On the client 
front, Agile continues to have a significant number of reference accounts and according to Oracle, more 
than fifty of them have recently verified previously-published Agile case studies and their associated 
findings. When it is all said and done, Oracle’s success in PLM will be dependent on their successful 
execution of embedding Agile’s domain expertise and solutions fully into Oracle’s organization and 
enterprise software solutions. Oracle is a major enterprise software solutions organization with the 
experience of a significant number of acquisitions behind them and we expect they will continue to 
expand their focus and solutions to support PLM. 

Click here to return to Contents 

CIMdata Announces the Results of its Opinion Poll on How These Stressful Economic Times Have 
Impacted your PLM Program 
6 February 2009 

http://www.cimdata.com/
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In the light of these current uncertain economic times, it is of no surprise that many companies are 
drastically curtailing spending. What is of interested is where are companies cutting spending (i.e., from 
which projects or what types of projects). In order to find out, CIMdata recently conducted an opinion 
poll that asked participants how have the current stressful economic times impacted their PLM 
programs. When discarding the "None of the above" responses, approximately 63% of the remaining 
respondents reported that their PLM program has been negatively impacted in some manner (e.g., 14% 
reported that their project was stopped, 9% reported that their project’s scope had been reduced, and 
15% reported that they have experienced a reduction of resources availability). These responses all point 
to the fact that a large percentage of the participant’s PLM programs, like many other business 
initiatives we read about in today’s news, have not been immune from the budget cutting knife. This in 
itself is not that interesting.  

However, what is significantly more interesting is the fact that the vast majority of the participant’s 
indicated that their programs are continuing forward in some manner. In fact, it should be noted that 
37% of the poll’s participants indicated that their PLM program has been positively impacted (e.g., 
almost 17% indicated that their program’s speed and/or importance has increased and approximately 
14% indicated that they have seen absolutely no impact).  These are very positive results, and ones that 
our upcoming polls will focus on in order to gain additional insight related to how the current uncertain 
economic times are impacting PLM’s adoption.  

NOTE: The results of these polls are anecdotal, not scientific.  

If you have a suggestion for a poll you'd like to see contact us at info@cimdata.com.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Company News 
American Tec and Valor Sign Cooperative Agreement 
4 February 2009 

Valor Computerized Systems Ltd. has recently signed a cooperative agreement with American Tec, who 

mailto:info@cimdata.com
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will be distributing Valor’s products and providing technical support service in Asia (China, India, 
Vietnam), covering Valor’s advanced process engineering platform, manufacturing monitoring and 
control solution, and quality management system. 

American Tec Co. Ltd. (Amtec) is a leading integrated supplier of electronics manufacturing equipment 
and services in the field of SMT machines, testing machines and semiconductor back-end packaging 
machines for production. Its distribution network covers China (mainland & HK), India and Southeast 
Asia including Vietnam, Philippines and Singapore. At present, Amtec is providing one stop value-
added equipment solutions to more than 500 customers. Amtec is a subsidiary of North Asia Strategic 
Holdings Limited (NAS). 

Relying on Amtec’s experience and knowledge in the electronic manufacturing industry of and Valor’s 
strength in the electronics design and manufacturing software arena, both companies hope to better serve 
their customers and drive the application of advanced electronics manufacturing technology to a new 
level. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Article: Implementing the Engineering Collaboration Hub 
February 2009 
Eurostep announced the article "Implementing the Engineering Collaboration Hub" written by Fredrik 
Almyren, Jonas Rosén and Per Brorson. was published in Product Data Journal, Volume 15, No. 2 2008.  

The article presents an approach to Engineering Collaboration in the Aerospace Industry using 
international standards for information sharing and process integration. It presents the challenges 
experienced by the industry and the approach used by Volvo Aero Corporation to address them. Areas 
covered include an Engineering Hub concept based on a secure, standardized collaboration platform and 
a shared, standardized Engineering Change process.  

 Implementing the Engineering Collaboration Hub 
For questions about the article, or more information about Eurostep's work and the VEC-Hub, please 
contact Per Brorson. 

Click here to return to Contents 

COMSOL Expands Presence in India 
30 January 2009 

The COMSOL Group, developer of COMSOL Multiphysics®, announced the opening of a full-service 
office in Bangalore, India. The India office will market and sell the multiphysics simulation environment 
from COMSOL and provide technical support services to its customers. 

The decision to establish an office in India comes as a result of the significant success COMSOL has 
enjoyed worldwide as scientists and engineers in all branches of research, industry, and education 
discover the benefits of COMSOL Multiphysics for virtual prototyping.  

“We are seeing great opportunity for growth in the Indian market. Tens of thousands of potential users 
in India are investigating the COMSOL simulation environment already. With this new office, we will 

www.aaa.com�
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be able to better support our customers in India,” comments Dr. h.c. Svante Littmarck, CEO and co-
founder of the COMSOL Group. 

Leading the company’s India operations is Dr. Vineet Dravid, who was appointed branch manager of 
COMSOL Multiphysics (India) Pvt. Ltd. Dr. Dravid received his PhD in mechanical engineering from 
Purdue University, IN, in 2006. Prior to assuming this role, Dr. Dravid served as applications engineer 
and regional sales manager with COMSOL, Inc., at the company’s US headquarters in Burlington, MA. 

COMSOL kicks off its India operations with a road show making stops in Bangalore, Chennai, 
Hyderabad, Mumbai, New Delhi and Pune. The complimentary hands-on workshop and training courses 
are open to all users and potential users of COMSOL. Additional information on these upcoming events 
is available on the COMSOL India website: http://www.comsol.co.in.  

“At COMSOL India, we’re committed to carrying on COMSOL's worldwide reputation for excellent 
customer service. Meeting potential users and customers throughout India at events like our upcoming 
workshops, as well as local conferences, are one of the keys to our success,” said Dr. Dravid. 

The contact information for COMSOL's new office in Bangalore is: 

COMSOL Multiphysics Pvt. Ltd. 

3rd Floor, Namdev Garnet 

37/7/2 Aga Abbas Ali Road 

Bangalore 560042, India 

Phone:             +91-80-4092 3859        

Email: info@comsol.co.in  

http://www.comsol.co.in/  

Click here to return to Contents 

Cybernet is Now Master Reseller for SpaceClaim in Japan, Taiwan, and China 
3 February 2009 

Cybernet Systems Co., LTD, announced that it has signed an agreement with SpaceClaim Corporation 
to be the SpaceClaim Master Reseller for Japan, Taiwan, and China (specifically South, Southwest, and 
East China). 

SpaceClaim’s Direct Modeling solutions represent the most significant technology advancement in 3D 
engineering in more than 10 years, having been created from the ground up specifically to give 
engineers and industrial designers the freedom and flexibility to capture ideas, edit solid models, and 
simplify designs for analysis, prototyping, and manufacturing. SpaceClaim enables an extended design 
team to work concurrently, finish projects at a fraction of the cost, and accelerate time-to-market. 

SpaceClaim is a 3D direct modeler for top-down design, 3D layout, and conceptual engineering model 
preparation for analysis. Unique capabilities include intuitive Pull, Move, Fill, and Combine tools for 
model editing, straightforward 2D and section view design, and easy 3D design tools. SpaceClaim 
interoperates with major CAD systems and many analysis tools, including associative bidirectional 
integration with ANSYS, providing a solution to bridge the gap in typical design and engineering 
workflows.  

http://www.comsol.co.in/
mailto:info@comsol.co.in
http://www.comsol.co.in/
http://www.spaceclaim.com/
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About Cybernet Systems 

Cybernet Systems Co., LTD provides scientific and engineering software solutions to industries such as 
electrical, mechanical, transportation, mechanical, precision equipment, as well as educational and 
research organizations through world-class CAE software. They support a large variety of customer 
needs, including structural analysis, acoustic analysis, mechanism analysis, control analysis, 
communication analysis, signal handling, optical design, lighting analysis, high-frequency circuit 
analysis, and electronic circuit design. Cybernet Systems offers complete solutions for its customers, 
including software products, technical services, educational services, and consulting services. In 
addition, Cybernet Systems provides IT solutions that optimize business processes and multimedia web-
based meeting systems and computer security systems to protect personal and confidential company 
information. 

For more information about Cybernet in English, please visit http://www.cybernet.co.jp/english/  

To review the actual press release in Japanese announcing that Cybernet is the Master Reseller for 
SpaceClaim in Japan, Taiwan, and China, please visit 
http://www.cybernet.co.jp/news/press/2008/20090203.html  

Click here to return to Contents 

Delcam Establishes Professional Services Group in Singapore 
6 February 2009 

Delcam has established a new division of its Professional Services Group in Singapore, following the 
Group’s successes in the UK and Europe. Even though Delcam’s software has been sold throughout 
Asia for more than twenty years, the Singapore site will be the first office in the region for the 
Professional Services Group. Like the existing team, the new office will provide process development 
and prototyping services based on Delcam’s range of CADCAM software. A similar focus on helping 
companies with the manufacture and repair of aerospace components will be the main priority, although 
the Singapore team will also provide its services to other industries. 

Most of the projects undertaken by the Professional Services Group involve the development of turn-key 
work cells using Delcam’s adaptive machining technology. Adaptive machining uses a combination of 
machining and inspection technology to allow the production of complex components to a consistently 
high level of accuracy and quality. Typically, the systems involve a high level of automation, allowing 
them to be operated by lower-skilled staff. It is expected that the new group in Singapore will also focus 
mainly on adaptive machining projects. 

The Singapore office will be run by Hans Kunen, who has worked in the Professional Services Group 
for the past eighteen months. Prior to joining Delcam, Mr. Kunen had gained more than twenty years’ 
experience in marketing, product development and project management with a variety of machine tool 
and cutting tool companies. After graduating in mechanical engineering, Mr. Kunen started his career 
with machine-tool builder Unisign, where he supported customers across Europe, Asia and North 
America. In 1994, he moved into the cutting tool business, initially with Jabro Tools, again in Europe, 
Asia and North America, and subsequently with Oude Reimer and Robbjack. With all three companies, 
Mr. Kunen was responsible for both the technical and commercial development of the European market. 

“The Professional Services Group has been especially successful in winning projects from the aerospace 
industry in the UK and Europe, both from engine manufacturers and from companies that machine 

http://www.cybernet.co.jp/english/
http://www.cybernet.co.jp/news/press/2008/20090203.html
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aerostructures, and we are looking to repeat that success across Asia,” commented Professional Services 
Manager Paul Wilkinson. “Hans Kunen has both the technical and commercial skills needed to support 
our customers in their drive to improve their productivity and profitability. Equally important is that he 
has experience in helping all types of organisations, from small-and medium-sized companies up to 
multinationals like Boeing and Airbus.” 

The Professional Services Group was formed by Delcam in 2004 to undertake larger consultancy 
projects for users of the company’s CADCAM software. The primary business of the group is on 
working with clients to improve their design and manufacturing processes, and then defining procedures 
for using Delcam’s products to implement those processes. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Document Locator® Listed on Construction Specification Institute’s GreenFormat™ 
2 February 2009 

ColumbiaSoft™ announced that its Document Locator software has been approved for listing in the 
Construction Specification Institute’s (CSI’s) GreenFormat. ColumbiaSoft’s decision to list with 
GreenFormat supports the company’s position to promote environmentally sustainable business 
practices through paperless document management. 

“Eliminating the use of paper is one very good way to reduce your carbon footprint, and a system that 
stores documents electronically also has many other advantages that make it a smart choice for 
business,” said ColumbiaSoft executive vice president of worldwide sales and marketing, David Pogue. 
“Beyond the obvious cost savings that come from reduced paper use, printing and storage, there are 
some even greater benefits in terms of efficiency, accountability, and overall knowledge management.” 

GreenFormat is a new CSI format that provides a standardized framework for identifying the sustainable 
properties of building products. Available as a free, Web-based search at http://www.greenformat.com, 
it offers a fast-and-easy, unbiased approach to evaluating green product information that saves time for 
designers, specifiers, and building professionals including engineers, contractors, architects, and 
building materials suppliers.  

The new GreenFormat comes at a time when builders and property owners are looking increasingly 
towards a more green approach in the construction of new buildings, factories, and infrastructure. 
According to the 2008 Autodesk /AIA Green Index, 42% of architects surveyed indicated that their 
clients are inquiring about green design on 50% or more of their projects. Document Locator offers 
builders a paperless, green approach to managing the large volume of designs and construction-related 
documents. The engineering document management system includes specialized capabilities for 
managing drawings and project documents, and automating the necessary submittals, approvals, and 
workflows that are a critical part of every construction project. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Driving Dimensions for Google SketchUp Public Beta Downloads Top 3,000 in Three Months 
2 February 2009 

LEDAS Ltd released the fourth preliminary version of its Driving Dimensions plugin for Google 
SketchUp and announced that more than 3,000 copies were downloaded in the first three months since 

http://www.documentlocator.com/
http://www.greenformat.com/
http://www.ledas.com/
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the free public beta was made available in end of October 2008. The plugin is available as a free 
download at http://www.drivingdimensions.com.  

Driving Dimensions plugin offers parameterization tools, which considerably reduce the time required 
to make parametric changes to the existing 3D models and open new modeling capabilities for SketchUp 
users. Version 0.4 introduces new types of driving dimensions – distance between a vertex and a face. 
Advanced treatment of circular arcs (now they are not rigid and can be changed automatically to satisfy 
driving dimensions) and improved Undo functionality are two other important features of the new 
version. The new and advanced functionalities of Driving Dimensions 0.4 are demonstrated in several 
sample models available at www.drivingdimensions.com/SketchUp/samples.php. 

“While Driving Dimensions plugin really opens up new possibilities of parametric design in SketchUp, 
many users still do not see its added value with respect to the built-in tools – Scale, Tape Measure, 
Dynamic Components,” said Dmitry Ushakov, Director of Product Management, LEDAS Ltd. “To 
overcome this misunderstanding, we have answered typical questions about Driving Dimensions and put 
the relevant FAQ at our web site.” More information can be found at 
http://www.drivingdimensions.com/SketchUp/faq.php.  

Driving Dimensions is compatible with Google SketchUp 6 and 7 (both Free and Pro versions) running 
on Windows 2000/XP/Vista with no specific hardware requirements. For more details about the new 
release of Driving Dimensions for SketchUp, sample models, video tutorials and online help please visit 
http://www.DrivingDimensions.com.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Dyadem Opens EMEA Headquarters in London 
3 February 2009 

Dyadem announced the opening of its EMEA headquarters in London, United Kingdom. Dyadem has 
opened an office in London to address the needs of its existing and growing EMEA customer base, 
particularly in the oil & gas, medical and pharmaceutical industries. Dyadem currently works with more 
than 85% of the Fortune 500 companies ensuring that risk management and compliance requirements 
are efficiently met across each client’s respective organizations. 

“Dyadem’s EMEA customer base has been rapidly expanding and the opening of the London office 
allows us to serve and support the region without compromise,” said Kevin North, President and CEO of 
Dyadem. “At the rate our company is growing, I believe that our UK customers in particular expect us to 
invest in local infrastructure. By choosing this great city as Dyadem’s EMEA headquarters, we are 
making a direct statement that we wish to expand our partnerships in the region and demonstrate that our 
company is here for the long term.” 

Manufacturers must manage global operations while having to respond instantly to a variety of latent 
and unforeseen risks. Increasingly, process and discrete manufacturers are implementing Quality and 
Risk Lifecycle Management solutions to ensure safety and quality in their designs, their processes and 
their finished products. These manufacturers increasingly turn to Dyadem for its experience helping 
customers standardize quality and risk processes on its Stature platform, which provides configurable 
modules that can be adapted to individual requirements. 

The addition of a London office is yet another testament to Dyadem’s rapid growth, both in the U.S. and 
internationally. Additional office openings are planned for 2009. 

http://www.drivingdimensions.com/
http://www.drivingdimensions.com/SketchUp/faq.php
http://www.drivingdimensions.com/
http://www.dyadem.com/
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The London office opened on February 1, 2009, and is led by Director of UK Operations Mark 
Chambers. Originally a native from Hartfordshire, Chambers, a former member of the RAF Lyneham, 
returns to the UK bringing with him more than 15 years of international experience improving quality in 
a variety of manufacturing industries. Chambers has specialized in the development and configuration of 
simple to complex Quality and Risk Lifecycle Management solutions focused around Dyadem’s Stature 
enterprise platform. Dyadem’s London headquarters will be located in High Wycombe, part of the 
Thames Valley technology corridor.  

Dyadem  

Aston Court, Suite 12  

Kingsmead Business Park 

Frederick Place 

High Wycombe 

HP11 1LA 

United Kingdom 

Click here to return to Contents 

EDS, an HP Company, First to Be Certified in Run SAP® Methodology as a Provider of Solution 
Implementation and Solution Operations 
4 February 

EDS, an HP company, and SAP AG announced that EDS is the first company to be certified by SAP AG 
to provide solution implementation and solution operations for clients using the Run SAP® 
methodology. 

By achieving these certifications, EDS will help clients use SAP best practices and tools to enhance 
efficiencies, reduce downtime and, ultimately, reduce costs. Additionally, it will help clients 
significantly mitigate operational risks by applying end-to-end solution operation standards for 
managing SAP applications. 

Technology managers face the challenges of ensuring availability of distributed business processes, 
reacting quickly to issues and process changes, and establishing an efficient network of experts to work 
on increasingly complex technical solutions. 

The Run SAP methodology is ASAP methodology for operations. A phased methodology based on 
world-class knowledge, it provides best-practices procedures, content, services, training and tools for 
end-to-end solution operations, along with a standardized and proven implementation method. Focused 
on application management, business process operations and administration of SAP solutions, the 
methodology describes how support creates business value across the lifecycle design, set-up, operations 
and optimization. 

“The Run SAP methodology, along with the new solution implementation and solution operations 
certifications available to SAP services and support partners, enables customers to improve operational 
efficiencies and lower costs by creating standards and unification of processes to realize more 
transparency in operations, mitigate risk and reduce costly downtimes,” said Dr. Uwe Hommel, 
executive vice president, Active Global Support, SAP AG. “As an early adopter and first SAP services 



CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 13 

and SAP support partner to be certified in the Run SAP methodology, EDS is playing a key role in 
choosing the direction of the next-generation applications management offerings for customers using 
SAP solutions.” 

In May 2008, EDS announced that it would be one of the first SAP partners to adopt the Run SAP 
methodology for use in its application management and hosting services. Since then, EDS has integrated 
the Run SAP methodology into its own delivery processes, trained 90 percent of its applications 
management professionals in North America and is expanding the certification program to its Best 
Shore® global delivery centers. EDS has also leveraged the Run SAP methodology with several clients 
who expect to realize benefits such as improved performance of core business processes and quicker 
time to resolution on critical issues. 

“To succeed in today’s complex environment and grow business, it is imperative for companies to 
successfully implement SAP solutions and then efficiently manage the operation of the business 
processes after going ‘live’ with the software,” said Andy Mattes, senior vice president of Applications 
Services at EDS, an HP company. “With a high level of involvement in the Run SAP methodology, EDS 
uses its industry innovation, high availability, global delivery and scalability to help clients achieve 
increased business value from their SAP applications.” 

These benefits may also be leveraged by customers of the newly launched SAP® Business Suite 7 
software (see related announcement, “SAP Helps Customers Respond Quickly to Economic Downturn 
With Introduction of New Modular Business Suite”). The SAP® Solution Manager application 
management solution, a key component of the Run SAP methodology, provides content that accelerates 
implementation of the new flexible and modular SAP Business Suite. Partners such as EDS that are 
certified in the Run SAP methodology are well prepared to help customers derive the maximum benefit 
from their investments in SAP solutions. 

As an SAP services partner certified in solution implementation based on the Run SAP methodology, 
EDS offers clients high-value, strategic services to implement SAP end-to-end solution operation 
standards. When using the Run SAP methodology, SAP support is implemented across the lifecycle 
design, set-up, operations and optimization to increase efficiency and lower costs. To achieve this 
certification, EDS trained and certified its applications management professionals and global delivery 
resources on the end-to-end solution operation standards and adopted the Run SAP methodology within 
its implementation processes. 

As an SAP support partner certified in solution operations based on the Run SAP methodology, EDS 
integrates SAP best practices, content, training and tools into its own proven methodologies, helping 
clients mitigate costly downtime and escalations. To achieve this certification, EDS certified its 
Americas region delivery organization on the end-to-end solution operations standards and adopted the 
Run SAP methodology within its own IT operation procedures. Additional requirements included 
business development, client implementations and a governance model. 

SAP has been an EDS partner since 1990 and is a member of the EDS Agility Alliance. EDS and SAP 
work together to deliver business software solutions that reduce time to market and lower clients’ total 
cost of ownership. Supporting more than 1.7 million users of SAP solutions, EDS is one of the world's 
largest service providers supporting SAP solutions and is a certified SAP global hosting partner and an 
SAP services partner. EDS offers a comprehensive, end-to-end portfolio of implementation, upgrade, 
applications management and hosting services in support of SAP software. More information about the 
EDS portfolio of services for SAP solutions is available at http://www.eds.com/services/sapservices/.  

http://www.sap.com/usa/about/press/press.epx?pressid=10841
http://www.sap.com/usa/about/press/press.epx?pressid=10841
http://www.eds.com/services/sapservices/
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EMC and Microsoft Extend Strategic Alliance through 2011 to Deliver Efficient Information 
Infrastructures and Empower Workers 
3 February 2009 

EMC® and Microsoft Corp. announced a three-year extension of their strategic alliance through 2011. 
The two companies are committing to broader and deeper product interoperability and service delivery 
to address key customer requirements including virtualization, security and content management through 
the combination of Microsoft's data center solutions and productivity applications with EMC's 
information infrastructure solutions and consultancy. As a result, joint customers will benefit from more 
productive and less costly dynamic IT infrastructures that can effectively respond to today's rapidly 
changing business requirements and economic constraints. 

At an invitation-only event for chief information officers and other IT executives, Joe Tucci and Steve 
Ballmer discussed how the two companies will continue to deliver value to mutual customers through 
collaboration including a deeper focus on storage and protection of information in virtualized 
environments, increased productivity through centralized management of content, and security solutions 
to prevent data breaches. 

"Microsoft and EMC are committed to working together to create enterprise infrastructure technologies 
that will help businesses build extremely efficient and agile IT systems," said Steve Ballmer, chief 
executive officer of Microsoft Corp. "Through the joint investments we are making, we will continue to 
deliver solutions that enable enterprise customers to meet their business goals today and lay the 
groundwork for future success." 

"The EMC and Microsoft alliance has delivered tremendous and long-lasting value to customers for 
more than a decade," said Joe Tucci, chairman, president and chief executive officer, EMC Corp. 
"Today marks the next phase in this evolution. The companies remain committed to delivering solutions 
that blend Microsoft's technology with EMC's information infrastructure portfolio, spanning across 
virtualization, storage, IT resource and content management, security products and consulting services." 

Efficient Information Infrastructure 

Building efficient and dynamic IT infrastructures is a top priority for organizations across the globe. The 
two companies work together in many ways to help organizations achieve efficiencies. In recent years, 
technology advances in server virtualization, tiered storage and IT management have become key 
elements in IT planning, offering a range of benefits, from lower hardware, software and personnel costs 
to improved reliability and enterprise- class manageability and performance. 

Microsoft offers one of the fastest-growing and most cost-effective virtualization solutions from the 
desktop to the datacenter, including the ability to manage both physical and virtual environments from a 
centralized management console. EMC's technology solutions enable storage, protection and 
management of information in Microsoft virtualized environments including Windows Server 2008 
Hyper-V, Microsoft System Center, and jointly supported mission-critical workloads such as Microsoft 
Exchange Server, Microsoft SQL Server and Microsoft SharePoint Server. EMC Consulting's 
Application Practice, a thousand-person strong team with deep Microsoft knowledge, provides expertise 
in assessing, planning and implementing Microsoft's technologies in a wide array of virtualization 
solutions. 
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Agile Information Infrastructure 

Today, organizations can link the EMC Documentum® platform with Microsoft's platform including 
Microsoft Office SharePoint Server, Microsoft Office Outlook, and Microsoft SQL Server to improve 
how knowledge workers utilize information wherever it lies, ultimately helping mitigate risks, reduce 
costs and improve IT efficiencies. Leveraging a blend of industry, design and technology acumen, EMC 
Consulting also helps customers maximize the value of information and decrease time to value through 
the use of field-tested tools, proven methodology and familiar Microsoft products connected with EMC 
Information Infrastructure. 

As part of deepening the strategic alliance, EMC will develop solutions that leverage and extend 
Microsoft Office SharePoint. In addition, EMC will continue to develop solutions that enable customers 
to use the familiar Microsoft Office and SharePoint user interfaces to interact through business processes 
and workflows with content that is stored, protected and managed by EMC. Ultimately these solutions 
will empower customers to direct SharePoint content and Microsoft Exchange messages, along with 
other business content, to integrated archives for long-term preservation, thus improving operational 
efficiencies, enabling scalability of production systems, and facilitating sound information governance 
and litigation readiness. 

Resilient Information Infrastructure 

IT environments are increasingly reliant on their corporate information, meaning data loss, data 
unavailability or data corruption of any kind can cause severe business challenges. The two companies 
will collaborate on building information protection solutions across the Microsoft application. An 
example of this is how EMC and Microsoft are responding to the new demands of information security, 
including a record number of data breaches, by building Data Loss Prevention (DLP) technologies from 
RSA®, the security division of EMC, into the Microsoft platform and future information protection 
products. The collaboration is designed to empower organizations to centrally define information 
security policy, identify and classify sensitive data virtually anywhere in the infrastructure, and use a 
range of controls to protect data at the network, data center and endpoint levels. 

As a first step, the new RSA DLP Suite 6.5 has been engineered with tight interoperability with 
Microsoft Active Directory Rights Management Services. As a result security managers can successfully 
implement information access and usage polices throughout the datacenter and on endpoints based on 
the sensitivity of information. Microsoft will continue to integrate data-loss prevention technology from 
RSA into its products to enable security managers to help monitor sensitive data and block unauthorized 
use. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Eurostep Selected as New Partner in Building Industry Project 
5 February 2009 

On January 26th, Eurostep was selected as a new member of the InPro project: the Open Information 
Environment for Knowledge-based Collaborative Processes throughout the Lifecycle of a Building. 
Eurostep will deliver the infrastructure for the InPro Open Information Environment (OIE) server 
platform, an advanced system that supports and integrates different aspects of the early design phases of 
a building.  

The main objective of InPro is to develop and establish a model-based, collaborative way of working. 
By systematically studying alternative solutions in early design phases, errors can be avoided, lifecycle 

http://www.eurostep.com/
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costs cut, and the building process significantly facilitated. 

“We are excited to be part of InPro”, declared Dr Väino Tarandi, senior consultant at Eurostep and a 
recognized leader in the IFC development community. “Eurostep has invested a lot in developing IFC 
and other standards such as STEP and PLCS. InPro has the potential to spread the uptake of new ways 
of collaborating, triggered by the new possibilities for efficient information sharing”. 

“Seeing the power of product data sharing being implemented in ever more industries and application 
areas is rewarding. During the last few months we have enjoyed a great deal of success in the building 
and construction industry. We are now further increasing our development efforts to extend software 
support to this globally important industry”, said Mr Kårdén, CEO Eurostep Group. 

Eurostep enters the project as a new partner involved in the technological development of the InPro 
Open Information Environment (OIE). Eurostep’s main focus is to develop a server platform, and to 
research the IFC interfacing of the server with a view to implementing the exchange requirements of 
client applications. A substantial research effort is planned for generating the server infrastructure and 
for extending IFC implementations, and executing advanced object versioning. Eurostep’s main task is 
to generate the model and document server for the InPro demonstrations. 

With 19 partners from eight European countries and a budget of 13 million Euro over four years, InPro 
is one of Europe’s largest collaborative projects in construction-related research and development. The 
project is led by five large European construction contractors in close cooperation with other 
stakeholders in the construction and IT industries, plus renowned research organizations and specialized 
consultants. InPro is co-funded by the European Commission’s 6th Framework Programme for Research 
and Development. 

For more information about the InPro project, please visit: http://www.inpro-project.eu  

Click here to return to Contents 

Eurostep to Prepare New Edition of PLCS 
6 February 2009 

Eurostep Limited has received a contract from the UK Ministry of Defence to prepare a new edition of 
ISO 10303-239 PLCS, the Product Life Cycle Support part of STEP. This new edition will be prepared 
in conjunction with ISO TC84/SC4 and with the OASIS PLCS TC.  

Eurostep Limited were originally contracted to lead the development of PLCS on behalf of PLCS, Inc., 
an international consortium of government and industry that closed down once the first edition of the 
standard was completed.  

The aim is in preparing a new edition is to focus on addressing the issues that have been encountered 
when using the PLCS standard and ensuring that ISO 10303-239 is compatible with the ISO 10303 
standards developed subsequent to 2005 , in particular ISO 10303-233 (Systems Engineering) and ISO 
10303-203 edition 2. It is intended to include relevant capabilities available now that are within the 
original scope, such as handling Risk.  

It is hoped to have the new edition ready for April when it will be submitted to ISO for review and 
balloting.  

The Product Life Cycle Support (PLCS) standard has been accepted by the UK Ministry of Defence as 
the means of providing a standard mechanism for exchanging logistics support information between 

http://www.inpro-project.eu/
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MoD and Industry systems.  

For more information, please contact Dr Rob Bodington, Eurostep Limited.  

Visit Eurostep's pages about PLCS! 

Click here to return to Contents 

Lattice Technology Appoints Chris Vodanovich as National Account Manager for the Americas 
Region 
4 February 2009 

Lattice Technology announced it has appointed Chris Vodanovich as its National Account Manager. 

Chris brings 15 years of sales experience, focused on developing successful sales and promotional 
strategies for attracting major accounts across the continental United States. Prior to joining Lattice 
Technology, Chris was a senior Account Executive at Mercado Software (now Omniture Inc.) a provider 
of online business optimization software used by major corporations. He also served with WorkFlow 
One and Vicinity Corporation. Chris studied Business and Physical Education at Cal Poly San Luis 
Obispo in the late 1980s. 

“Despite current global conditions, we continue to see revenues grow,” said Bill Barnes, GM, Lattice 
Technology. “But the economic challenges that face all of us mean that we have adopted a strategy of 
strengthening our sales team to continue to build on our current momentum. Chris brings the experience, 
vision and energy we need at just the right time. We look forward to his in-depth involvement with our 
growing customer base.” 

“Lattice Technology’s Digital Manufacturing solutions represent pure opportunity for every 
manufacturer to build greater productivity into their entire manufacturing operations,” Said Chris 
Vodanovich, National Account Manager, Lattice Technology. “Our solutions allow manufacturers to 
productively use 3D data in areas where manufacturers have traditionally reverted to manual methods. 
In a world of 3D, manufacturers should be using every advantage they can to squeeze every moment of 
wasted time, every cent of additional cost, out of their workflows. Lattice Technology’s solutions make 
this happen.” 

Lattice Technology’s Digital Manufacturing solutions work within existing 3D CAD, PLM and ERP 
implementations to enable the sensible, productive and efficient use of 3D data – and related attribute, 
parts and list data – throughout the entire manufacturing enterprise. Each solution is developed to 
address serious workflow deficiencies that can occur in digital manufacturing processes including the 
automation of design review, process design, process documentation, motion simulation, procurement 
processes, and creation of illustrations directly from 3D data. 

View demonstrations of the XVL Solutions for Digital Manufacturing now at: 
http://www.lattice3d.com/solutions/demos.html  

Click here to return to Contents 

Magma Licenses ATPG Technology to LogicVision 
5 February 2009 

Magma Design Automation Inc. and LogicVision Inc., a leading provider of semiconductor built-in-self-

mailto:rob.bodington@eurostep.com
http://www.lattice3d.com/solutions/demos.html
http://www.logicvision.com/
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test (BIST) and diagnostic solutions, announced Magma licensed its automatic test pattern generation 
(ATPG) technology to LogicVision. The agreement enables LogicVision to accelerate the expansion of 
its product portfolio and provide customers with comprehensive design-for-test (DFT) capabilities that 
improve test quality and reduce turnaround time and costs of nanometer ICs. A separate agreement was 
also signed that allows Magma to distribute LogicVision products to its strategic customers.  

"Magma will continue its focus on core products in implementation, physical verification and circuit 
simulation while LogicVision provides DFT technology expertise including support for advanced ATPG 
technology," said Kevin Moynihan, general manager of Magma's Design Implementation Business Unit. 
"Our customers will benefit from continued access to advanced DFT products that are fully 
interoperable with Magma's RTL-to-GDSII flow and deliver faster turnaround time and better results."  

LogicVision will develop, market and support ATPG and ATPG compression solutions based on 
advanced technologies developed by Magma. The companies will ensure tight interoperability between 
the advanced DFT capabilities and Magma's IC implementation software.  

LogicVision to Leverage Magma's Technology to Take ATPG to the Next Level  

In an ongoing effort to provide customers with the most comprehensive set of DFT products, 
LogicVision is developing ATPG and ATPG compression solutions to complement its at-speed logic 
BIST capabilities. Development of these solutions will be greatly accelerated by the key technologies 
from Magma, including an advanced ATPG kernel designed using a multi-threaded architecture. This 
represents the next generation of ATPG capabilities that can take full advantage of the increased 
processing power of multi-processor platforms. The new ATPG solutions under development are 
expected to deliver a significant speedup over existing commercial solutions.  

"LogicVision is in the business of offering best-in-class DFT solutions," said Jim Healy, president and 
CEO of LogicVision. "New ATPG solutions based on Magma's advanced technology combined with 
our industry-leading logic BIST solution will ensure our customers have the tools necessary to meet all 
their logic test needs."  

Integrated BIST solutions within Magma's implementation solutions are available today. First customer 
engagements for the new ATPG solutions are expected in the fall of 2009.  

Click here to return to Contents 

SAP Announces IBM’s Adoption of the Run SAP® Methodology; IBM Becomes Launch Partner for 
SAP® Business Suite 7 
4 February 2009 

SAP AG and IBM announced that IBM is one of the first worldwide systems integration and application 
management services providers to fully adopt the Run SAP® methodology. IBM has become a launch 
partner for SAP® Business Suite 7 software in support of the newly launched flexible and modular 
software suite. 

As global partners, SAP and IBM will help joint customers reduce the total cost of ownership for their 
SAP solution-based systems and accelerate the adoption of SAP Business Suite 7 with leading 
consulting and technology capabilities, such as global SAP implementation and applications 
management services. IBM Global Services (GBS) plans to roll out the Run SAP methodology and the 
value assessment service for SAP Business Suite to new and existing customers in the first quarter of 
2009. 

http://www.magma-da.com/
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“By adopting the Run SAP methodology into our own SAP implementation standards, we will help 
customers integrate SAP applications across the enterprise and enable them to manage their SAP 
applications more efficiently and at a lower cost,” said John Leffler, Global and Americas SAP Lead 
Partner, IBM Global Business Services. “Combined with our capabilities as a launch partner for SAP 
Business Suite 7, IBM is uniquely positioned to help customers reduce cost while driving 
transformational growth.” 

SAP today unveiled the new SAP Business Suite 7 software (see announcement, “SAP Helps Customers 
Respond Quickly to Economic Downturn With Introduction of New Modular Business Suite”). As a 
launch partner, IBM will help customers quickly ramp up the new software suite to optimize business 
performance while preserving the value of their investments. 

SAP’s partner ecosystem is a core element of its go-to-market strategy for SAP Business Suite 7. As a 
launch partner for SAP Business Suite, IBM will provide consulting resources and participate in product 
ramp-up activities. IBM plans to train business consultants in the new software to provide a high 
standard of service for customers. Additionally, IBM is introducing a comprehensive value assessment 
service for SAP Business Suite 7 that will allow organizations to quickly identify business opportunities 
across a wide spectrum of areas, including process excellence, operational excellence, infrastructure 
optimization and application portfolio rationalization. 

“We are pleased that IBM intends to strengthen its long-standing relationship with SAP by fully 
adopting the Run SAP methodology into its own world-class AMS and implementation methodologies,” 
said Dr. Uwe Hommel, executive vice president, Active Global Support, SAP AG. “IBM will be one of 
the first global AMS and implementation providers to fully adopt the end-to-end solution operations 
approach provided by Run SAP into its application management services. The new SAP Business Suite 
7 makes enterprise support even more important to customers, and companies such as IBM that are 
adopting the Run SAP methodology are well prepared to help customers derive the full value from 
investments in SAP solutions.” 

For enterprises looking to consolidate multiple ERP environments into one or more global instances, the 
Run SAP methodology coupled with the implementation experience of IBM’s consultants will help 
drive success around many objectives, including the following:  

Tighter integration among different groups within the enterprise  

Reduced time to market for new products  

Faster acquisitions or divestments  

Increased efficiency and cost reduction of IT operations  

Focus on continuous improvement  

Such consolidations will be accompanied with the integration of end-to-end solution operation standards 
of the Run SAP methodology, as well as new tools from IBM and the SAP® Solution Manager, 
enterprise edition. The consolidation is accelerated and the operations of such a consolidated system is 
made easier through integration technology, which integrates the SAP Solution Manager application 
management solution and IBM management tools. These benefits will also be leveraged by customers of 
SAP Business Suite 7. SAP Solution Manager provides content that accelerates implementation of the 
new software suite.  

Features of the Run SAP methodology that incorporate the added value of IBM GBS implementation 

http://www.sap.com/usa/about/press/press.epx?pressid=10841
http://www.sap.com/usa/about/press/press.epx?pressid=10841
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experience include the following:  

Global template and localization management. The template approach of SAP Solution Manager 
enables the definition of business process standards for each customer. The templates can be used by 
individual groups to ease the adaptation of the existing processes to the company standard and the 
adjustment of standards to local requirements. Coupled with IBM GBS business process, functional, 
technical, as well as industry expertise and experience, the customer will achieve higher effectiveness 
levels of its business operations.  

Standardized solution operations. Besides standardization of business processes, SAP customers are 
looking to standardize their IT operations. Combining the application management capabilities of SAP 
solutions and the market-leading systems integration and application management services capabilities 
of IBM GBS, enterprises will benefit from a faster and single global instance implementation.  

Customer CoE implementation. The Run SAP methodology is supported by a corresponding training 
and adoption support program provided and supported by SAP and IBM. To best maximize the benefits 
promised by service-oriented architecture, it is essential to closely manage the integration and 
management of business processes along with software and system components. SAP and IBM work 
together to help joint clients past the go-live phase by focusing on application management, business 
process operations and administration of the technology platform. 

For more information on IBM and SAP solutions, visit http://www.ibm.com/solutions/sap.  

Click here to return to Contents 

SAP Helps Customers Respond Quickly to Economic Downturn With Introduction of New Modular 
Business Suite - Partner Quote Sheet 
4 February 2009 

“As a launch partner, Capgemini reinforces its commitment to help customers optimize their business 
and IT strategies in challenging economic times,” said Renate Radon, vice president, SAP Global 
Alliance executive, Capgemini. “SAP Business Suite 7 is the perfect solution for any sized customer 
who is looking to gain a competitive advantage and accelerate growth. Our partnership offers a proven 
track record of cross-industry and business process expertise; combined with Capgemini’s 
TechnoVision 2012 strategy of bringing business technology to life, together we look forward to 
unlocking the value of SAP Business Suite 7 for our clients.” 

“Atos Origin is delighted to be a launch partner for SAP Business Suite 7,” said Iain Boag, SVP of 
Global Enterprise Solutions at Atos Origin. “In 2007 and 2008, with our enhanced tooling, we have 
successfully upgraded a large number of clients. As one of the select Business Suite 7 launch partners 
we will now be in a position, with the experience and insights, to help our clients—existing and new—to 
achieve the maximum benefit from SAP’s new “go-to” release. The flexible deployment options and 
modular approach of SAP Business Suite 7 are ideally suited to the business agility needed today. The 
current economic climate is tough, but it is important for us to help our clients ensure they have the best 
software platform to minimize their costs today, compete in a difficult market and prepare for the 
future.” 

“Prevailing tough economic environments require businesses to reduce IT costs while making business 
ready for future growth,” Said Sangita Singh, senior vice president, Wipro. “SAP Business Suite 7 helps 
businesses to align their investments to immediate business value through a fully integrated and flexible 

http://www.ibm.com/solutions/sap
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application platform. Wipro has in the past been involved with co-development with SAP in key 
components of Business Suite 7. This partnership for SAP Business Suite is in continuation of our 
strategy of co-innovation with SAP.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

SME Education Foundation, Siemens PLM Software, and National Science Foundation Invest in 
Future Engineers 
2 February 2009 

Future engineers will compete in a digital world in a global economy by having greater control through 
a single source of manufacturing knowledge. The Society of Manufacturing Engineers Education 
Foundation, http://www.smeef.org, announced a joint in-kind software grant with Siemens PLM 
Software awarded to the University of Michigan-Dearborn (UM-Dearborn) which will give students 
access to the same PLM applications that are used by multi-national corporations in key industries 
around the globe. 

The range of software provided includes Teamcenter® software, Siemens PLM Software’s digital 
lifecycle management solution and Tecnomatix® software. UM-Dearborn undergraduate and graduate 
students will use the software to acquire skills in simulation, robotics, manufacturing processes, facilities 
planning and product data management. 

“It is critical that we retain global leadership in developing world-class engineers and technologists,” 
says Khalil S. Taraman, PhD, FSME, PE, D.I.T., chair of Manufacturing Engineering at Lawrence 
Technological University and president of the SME Education Foundation. “Siemens PLM Software is a 
powerful enhancement to every level of curriculum.” 

“The experience gained in the use of these tools better prepares our students for tomorrow’s highly-
competitive manufacturing jobs requiring minimal job training and a full knowledge of modern 
technologies and tools,” said Dr. Elsayed Orady, professor of industrial and manufacturing systems 
engineering at UM-Dearborn. “Siemens PLM Software’s grant provides access to PLM technology 
which is normally unaffordable by colleges and universities, and it gives our students a distinct 
advantage by using the same PLM technology that is widely used by leading manufacturing companies 
all around the world.” 

SME Education Foundation, Siemens PLM Software, and NSF Invest in Future Engineers  

In addition, selected high school students and teachers from the Detroit Public Schools and Oakland 
Schools, participating in UM-Dearborn School of Education’s Fostering Interest in Information 
Technology (FI ³T) project, a three-year program funded by the National Science Foundation (NSF), 
will also receive hands-on experience with this state-of-the-art software. 

Musut Duran, the program’s director and associate professor of education, has designed after-school, 
weekend, and summer activities designed to engage these high school students in rigorous study and 
practical experience. “Our goal is to engage secondary students in activities that will reinforce their high 
school education and encourage them to consider careers in science, technology, engineering, and 
math,” Duran said. 

Westfield Vocational-Technical High School Grant 

The SME Education Foundation and Siemens PLM Software also awarded Westfield Vocational-

http://www.smeef.org/
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Technical High School in Westfield, Mass., an in-kind software grant valued at $14.3 million which 
includes NX™ software, Siemens PLM Software’s comprehensive digital product development 
solution; and Solid Edge® software, the core CAD component of the Velocity Series™ portfolio, a 
comprehensive family of solutions addressing PLM needs of the mid-market. 

The SME Education Foundation has also provided an additional $50,000 for new computers. 

The SME Education Foundation and Siemens PLM Software are offering their support to the academic 
community by giving schools the opportunity to use the latest, state-of-the-art PLM tools in their 
curriculum. For more information and online grant application visit Siemens PLM Software Grant, 
please complete the grant application and return it to the SME Education Foundation for approval and 
processing. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Events News 
Apache Design Solutions to Participate in Three DesignCon Sessions Addressing Chip-Package-
System Co-Design 
2 February 2009 

Apache Design Solutions announced that they will be participating in several technical and business 
conference sessions at the upcoming DesignCon Conference held in Santa Clara, California. Apache’s 
key executives will be discussing the latest challenges and solutions in maintaining power, noise, and 
thermal integrity and driving convergence across IC, package, system, and SiP designers.  

What:  Worst-Case Switching Pattern for Core Noise Analysis (4-TA3) Technical Paper  

Who:  Cisco Systems and Apache Design Solutions  

Where:  Santa Clara Convention Center, Ballroom J  

When:  Tuesday, February 3, 10:15AM to 10:55AM  

This paper demonstrates an optimum methodology to capture the worst-case switching activity when 
performing the power integrity analysis for the core power of ASIC.  

What:  Collaboration across the Changing Design Chain Business Forum Panel  

Where:  Santa Clara Convention Center, Room 203/204  

When:  Tuesday, February 3, 2:00PM to 3:30PM  

This panel will discuss the challenges faced by IC and system designers on reaping the benefits of SiP 
technology and what foundries and package providers are doing to make SiP a reality.  

What:  Multi-Die Chip/Package Co-Design for SiP Applications Technical Panel  

Where:  Santa Clara Convention Center, Ballroom G  

When:  Tuesday, February 3, 3:45PM to 5:00PM  

This panel will discuss the challenges faced by the IC and package teams as power, SI, reliability, 
thermal, stress, etc. issues further exacerbates design and validation of multi-die chips, and the solutions 
needed to address these challenges.  

http://www.smeef.org/cgi-bin/smeefhtml.pl?/foundation/grants/siemensplm.htm&&&SEF&
http://www.apache-da.com/
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Apache will also be exhibiting at DesignCon in booth #514, demonstrating its leading power, noise, and 
reliability platform solutions for Chip-Package-System co-design. Attendees will learn how to mitigate 
the design risks induced by noise issues, reduce overall cost, and improve productivity and time-to-
market.  

What:  Apache Design Solutions at DesignCon 2009  

Where:  Santa Clara Convention Center, Booth #514, Santa Clara, California  

When:  February 3 – 4, 2009, 12:30PM – 6:30PM PST  

For more information visit: http://www.designcon.com  

Click here to return to Contents 

Capvidia to Showcase FormatWorks at SolidWorks World 2009 
29 January 2009 

Capvidia will showcase its Gold Certified product FormatWorks at SolidWorks World in Orlando, 
Florida February 8th -11th in booth # 123. Capvidia will demonstrate tools and workflows that allow 
SolidWorks users to maintain quality standards for data import and translation of CAD models into 
SolidWorks. Capvidia will also provide a free workshop to SolidWorks resellers showing them how 
FormatWorks is driving new sales in the automotive and aerospace industry. 

The new FormatWorks 2009 product family (32- or 64-bit version) is offered in the following 
configurations: FormatWorks 2009 Standard, FormatWorks 2009 Professional, FormatWorks Server, 
and FormatWorks 2009 Ultimate. The new product packaging provides an affordable solution range for 
small to large companies. Especially for those companies that need to work with CATIA data in 
SolidWorks. FormatWorks 2009 Professional is tuned to deal with large native models and complex 
assemblies. 

Repair and Healing versus Conversion  

Many products on the market offer CAD data conversion, which means the data is simply converted 
from one format into another format that SolidWorks can import. The forming of valid skins and solids 
is left to SolidWorks and the user has no control over this process. This often results in thousands of 
surfaces that don’t knit, deformation, missing geometry, and numerous import errors that cannot be 
fixed in SolidWorks.  

The key to Capvidia’s success is the repair and healing module in FormatWorks. It detects and repairs 
over 70 common conversion errors automatically. These repairs allow SolidWorks to form valid models 
and more importantly maintains the original model design. But FormatWorks offers much more. It 
contains tools and functions that allow SolidWorks users to develop an efficient workflow for using the 
imported CAD data in SolidWorks. 

http://www.designcon.com/
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FormatWorks is successful with SolidWorks resellers because of the translation quality and the support 
behind the product.  

We’ve tried all the products on the market for importing data to SolidWorks. Many of these products 
convert the data to SolidWorks, but the results were unusable. Our customers found themselves with 
thousands of surfaces that would not form solids, missing geometry, deformed models, one-to-many 
conversion, and in many cases SolidWorks would run out of memory or crash. We ended up with 
unhappy customers we could not support” said Mark Hilty, Regional Sales Manager for 3DVision. 
“FormatWorks provides a great set of tools with repair and healing to solve these problems. It is the only 
translation product that we can confidently present to our customers that adheres to the high level of 
service we provide.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

CGTech Ltd Expands VERICUT Training Courses for 2009 
30 January 2009 

CGTech Ltd has announced an expanded program of training courses in the UK to satisfy increased 
demand for training on its VERICUT CNC Simulation software. 

VERICUT training courses are now held in two UK locations, The Foresight Centre at the University of 
Liverpool, and, for the first time in 2009, at the Core Centre, in Abingdon, near Oxford. This new 
location is designed to be more convenient for users in the South and West of England and for overseas 
attendees who arrive at London airports. 

Both training locations are fully equipped with the latest audio visual equipment and each attendee has a 
dedicated twin screen networked computer system. 

In addition to the main three day VERICUT training courses, CGTech are now offering a series of one 
day customer workshops. The first is aimed at existing VERICUT users who may wish to discuss 
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specific features or issues with our product specialists. the second course focuses on existing users of the 
OptiPath feed rate optimization option and allows users to work on optimisation projects with our 
specialists. 

Full details and on-line registration for these courses can be found at 
http://www.cgtech.com/uk/services/training.  

Click here to return to Contents 

CGTech to Demonstrate VERICUT Composite Applications 
4 February 2009 

CGTech will be presenting the latest developments in composite fiber placement programming & 
simulation at the JEC End-user Automation Forum. The presentation will be given by CGTech’s 
Product Marketing Manager, Bill Hasenjaeger, on Wednesday, March, 25, 2009 - 10:30 am – 1:30 pm 
during the JEC Composites Show in Paris, France. The JEC Composites show takes place March 24-26, 
2009 at the Paris Expo, Porte de Versailles. 

Most users of CNC Automated Fiber Placement (AFP) machinery use off-line NC programming 
software delivered with their machine, forcing companies to adopt multiple software applications for 
multiple brands of machines. Mr. Hasenjaeger’s presentation will discuss the implementation and use of 
machine independent off-line NC programming software as it applies to CNC fiber placement machines. 

“The more mature CNC metal-cutting industry started the same way, but has now evolved into a clear 
separation and cooperation between independent software and machine suppliers,” Hasenjaeger said.  
“This frees the company to select the best machine for the job, while using one software application to 
create NC programs for a variety of machine brands.”  

Additionally, throughout the show in Hall 1 Stand Q52, CGTech will be demonstrating VERICUT 
Composite Applications: VERICUT Composite Programming (VCP) & VERICUT Composite 
Simulation (VCS). 

VCP reads CAD surfaces and ply boundary information and adds material to fill the plies according to 
user-specified manufacturing standards and requirements. Layup paths are linked together to form 
specific layup sequences and are output as NC programs for the automated layup machine. 

VCS reads CAD models and NC programs, either from VCP or other composite layup path-generation 
applications, and simulates the sequence of NC programs on a virtual machine. Material is applied to the 
layup form via NC program instructions in a virtual CNC simulation environment. The simulated 
material applied to the form can be measured and inspected to ensure the NC program follows 
manufacturing standards and requirements. A report showing simulation results and statistical 
information can be automatically created. 

CGTech will also be exhibiting the upcoming version of VERICUT CNC machine simulation and 
optimization software. VERICUT 7 features significant performance-improving enhancements that 
reduce the time required for manufacturing engineers to develop, analyze, inspect and document the 
CNC programming and machining process. Instead of focusing on new features or add-on modules, 
CGTech developer resources have focused on diligent code optimization and customer-driven 
enhancements. 

VERICUT is CNC machine simulation, verification and optimization software that enables users to 

http://www.cgtech.com/uk/services/training
http://www.cgtech.com/
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eliminate the process of manually proving-out NC programs. It reduces scrap loss and rework. The 
program also optimizes NC programs in order to both save time and produce higher quality surface 
finish. VERICUT simulates all types of CNC machining, including drilling and trimming of composite 
parts, water jet, riveting, robotics, mill/turn and parallel kinematics. VERICUT runs standalone, but can 
also be integrated with leading CAM systems. 

Click here to return to Contents 

COADE Announces 2009 COADE Productivity Training Schedule for CAESAR II Pipe Stress 
Analysis Software 
3 February 2009 

COADE announced its 2009 training schedule for CAESAR II, its pipe stress analysis software, with the 
first scheduled for February 9-13 in Houston, Texas. These COADE-approved courses provide 
instruction for better analysis of results and improved piping designs and also offer Continuing 
Education Units. CAESAR II courses are designed for the manager, engineer or designer involved in 
piping design or stress analysis of initial design, refurbishment, fabrication or maintenance of process 
plants and piping systems. During these courses, attendees will work on case studies developed by 
COADE’s technical support staff while helping thousands of users solve real-world problems.  

Five-day classes on Static Analysis using CAESAR II are scheduled for February 9-13, April 20-24, 
June 9-12, September 14-18, and November 9-13, 2009. Three-day classes on Dynamic Analysis using 
CAESAR II are scheduled for April 20-24 and November 9-13, 2009. All will be held in Houston, 
Texas. Registration information is available at http://www.coade.com/PDF/c2semregform.pdf. COADE 
Productivity Training information is available at http://info.coade.com/content/CAESARIITraining.  

Click here to return to Contents 

COADE Productivity Training Classes Scheduled for COADE PVElite 2009 Pressure Vessel Analysis 
Software 
5 February 2009 

COADE announced its 2009 training schedule for PVElite with the first scheduled for March 2-4 in 
Houston, Texas. These COADE-approved courses, which qualify the attendee for Continuing Education 
units, combine technical knowledge with practical training and cover case studies on how to solve real-
world problems, including new features in the latest edition, PVElite 2009. PVElite courses are designed 
for the engineer or designer involved in the initial design, fabrication or re-rating of horizontal or 
vertical pressure vessels, tall towers or heat exchangers.  

Three-day classes on PVElite are scheduled for March 2-4 and October 5-7, 2009, in COADE’s facility 
in Houston, Texas. Course information is at http://info.coade.com/content/PVEliteTraining, and the 
registration form is at http://www.coade.com/PDF/pvsemregform.pdf.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Delcam to Show Biggest and Best CAM Range at WESTEC 
3 February 2009 

Delcam has over the last several years been in the process of changing the balance of its business to 

http://www.coade.com/PDF/c2semregform.pdf
http://info.coade.com/content/CAESARIITraining
http://info.coade.com/content/PVEliteTraining
http://www.coade.com/PDF/pvsemregform.pdf
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create a more comprehensive family of machining products. The full range of its CAM software will be 
demonstrated on booth 3368 at WESTEC 2009, to be held in Los Angeles from March 30 to April 2nd. 

Delcam’s North American President, Glenn McMinn said, “For several years, we have built our 
company’s sales by diversifying outside our traditional markets in the mould and die industry. With 
ArtCAM, FeatureCAM, PartMaker or PowerMILL, we now offer a CAM system to machine virtually 
any product, in any material on any type of equipment. No other supplier has such a broad range of 
software to increase productivity, improve quality and shorten delivery times in so many applications.” 

An important area for the new release of FeatureCAM 2009 is increased support for mill-turn 
equipment. These machines are becoming more popular because of their ability to complete parts in a 
single set-up on one machine, instead of having to use multiple set-ups on two or more different pieces 
of equipment. With FeatureTURN/MILL, both turning features and milling features can be programmed 
together so that you can reduce both programming time and machining time. Additional post-processors 
for these types of machine have also been introduced.  

The latest release of Delcam’s PowerMILL CAM software offers more comprehensive strategies for 
high-speed milling and five-axis machining, plus the introduction of new strategies to provide greater 
functionality for 2D machining, including 2D cutter compensation, and 2D pocketing and profiling 
directly from wireframe curves. 

The new versions of PartMaker and SwissCAM feature a wide range of improvements including a new, 
more productive user interface, enhancements to the system’s synchronization functionality, plus 
improvements in 3D simulation and handling of solid models, and 3D surface machining. Delcam 
PartMaker also has a Full Machine Simulation module, which allows users to view a photo-realistic 3D 
model of the machine which they are programming. 

ArtCAM 2009 continues with the upgrade path for small businesses that want 2D drawing and basic 3D 
machining but the possibility to move into 3D modelling and machining as their business needs grow. 
ArtCAM has been particularly successful in the sign making, woodworking and jewellery industries, 
where it allows users to increase productivity and deliver new designs more quickly. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Delcam to Show Latest PartMaker at mediSIAMS 2009 
2 February 2009 

Delcam will demonstrate the latest release, Version 9.2, of its PartMaker CAM software for turn-mill 
centres and Swiss-type lathes on Booth A11 in Hall 1 at mediSIAMS 2009 in Moutier, Switzerland. 
PartMaker is already used by many leading medical and dental manufacturers to program their advanced 
machine tools and Delcam is certain that the software will attract interest from mediSIAMS visitors that 
are looking for cost-effective ways to increase their productivity. 

Major highlights of the new version include a revamped and more productive user-interface, improved 
capabilities for programming directly on solid models and the ability to generate automatically 
descriptive and visual HTML-based set-up sheets.  

“The new interface makes PartMaker Version 9 a major release in the development of the product,” says 
PartMaker Division President, Hanan Fishman. “The mediSIAMS show takes place in the heart of the 
origins of Swiss machining; a region that can truly benefit from the productivity enhancements 
PartMaker has to offer. PartMaker is supported locally in this area in French, German, English and 
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Italian, so visitors to the show can be supported in their local language.” 

Revamped User Interface 

The major highlight of PartMaker Version 9, is a new look user interface featuring, among other 
improvements, easy-to-use, user-configurable toolbars. Existing icons have been redesigned to make 
them even easier to understand. The new tool bars, populated by attractive and easy-to-understand icons, 
make the software faster and more productive for both new and existing users. With the improvements 
in the user interface, most functions in the software can be accessed with the click of the mouse.  

Seamless Solids Programming 

PartMaker Version 9 also gives users the ability to carry out programming directly on a solid model. 
With Version 9, a solid model can be directly integrated into the programming window and toolpaths 
can be assigned directly to the solid model. Critical manufacturing data is automatically retrieved from a 
solid model using the new “Extract Parameters from Solids” feature, thus saving time and reducing the 
chance for error by eliminating redundant data entry. In Version 9, the most commonly-used solids 
manipulation functions are displayed via an easy-to-follow Solids Toolbar.  

Automatic Set-up Sheet Creation 

PartMaker Version 9 allows the user to generate automatically very professional setup sheets to improve 
shop floor documentation. This new feature, available to those users who have licensed the PartMaker 
Documentation Wizard, can greatly speed up machine setup time by eliminating the sometimes tedious 
and time-consuming process of creating setup sheets manually and by providing machine operators and 
set-up personnel with very clear instructions about how to set up a new job. Setup sheets are created in 
HTML format and can thus be viewed on any computer with an internet browser like Internet Explorer 
or Mozilla Firefox. The format of the setup sheets generated by PartMaker is fully customizable by the 
user.  

Many PartMaker users report being able to reduce machine setup time by up to 50% versus their 
previous means of programming by generating accurate CNC programs and visualizing the machining 
process off-line. By providing even better setup documentation than before, PartMaker users will be able 
to make even further strides in reducing setup times by providing machine setup personnel with very 
clear instructions on how to set up the machine to produce a particular part.  

Click here to return to Contents 

GibbsCAM 2009 to be Demonstrated at SolidWorks World 2009 
2 February 2009 

Gibbs and Associates, developer of GibbsCAM®, software for programming CNC machine tools and a 
Cimatron company, announced that they will demonstrate GibbsCAM 2009 at Booth #313 during the 
SolidWorks World 2009 Conference. The conference is being held from February 8th – 11th, 2009, at 
the Walt Disney® World Swan & Dolphin Resort in Orlando, FL. Every year SolidWorks World brings 
together designers, engineers, managers, and partners to discuss ideas, trends, and the technology 
shaping the future of mechanical product development. This marks the eleventh consecutive year that 
Gibbs and Associates has participated at SolidWorks World. GibbsCAM is a SolidWorks Certified 
CAM Product. 

The demonstrations will include GibbsCAM 2009’s new capabilities including Advanced 3D with HSM 
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which is available to all SolidWorks users who have SolidSurfacer. Also on display will be 
GibbsCAM’s interoperability with SolidWorks allowing users to go “from model to metal in minutes.” 

“Once again, we look forward to showing SolidWorks users just how easy it is to manufacture their 
parts with GibbsCAM,” states Bill Gibbs, president and founder of Gibbs and Associates. “From job 
shops, to rapid prototyping environments, to in-house design/manufacturing groups, GibbsCAM 
provides the best value, best-in-class manufacturing solution for SolidWorks users. Going from model to 
metal just doesn’t get any easier.” 

Users can go from the model in any of several ways.  

• GibbsCAM can directly read native SolidWorks part or assembly files, including imported data, with 
the ability to select between various configurations.  

• The SolidWorks-to-GibbsCAM transfer add-in allows models to be directly transferred with a single 
menu selection within a SolidWorks session to GibbsCAM for NC programming. This enhanced 
interoperability approach is very effective for handling a family of parts.  

• GibbsCAM’s macro capabilities can access and utilize a SolidWorks part’s design table to automate 
creating CNC programs. If one or more values in the design table are modified, GibbsCAM can make 
adjustments to the process and update the corresponding toolpath.  

With these capabilities, SolidWorks parts can be manufactured without fear of losing valuable geometric 
information. And GibbsCAM’s associativity accommodates design revisions, an everyday occurrence in 
the design/manufacturing process. 

For more information about the SolidWorks World conference, go to 
http://www.SolidWorks.com/pages/swworld09. For more information about GibbsCAM and the 
GibbsCAM 2009 release, or to locate your local GibbsCAM reseller, go to http://www.GibbsCAM.com, 
call 1-800-654-9399, or email info@GibbsCAM.com.  
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Geometric to Showcase CAMWorks 2009 and DFMPro ver 2.0 at SolidWorks World 
4 February 2009 

Geometric Technologies, Inc., a subsidiary of Geometric Limited will showcase the upcoming releases 
of CAMWorks® and DFMPro at SolidWorks World 2009, at booth #605, in Orlando, Florida from 
February 8 to 11, 2009. These products are integrated within the SolidWorks® platform, and enable 
intelligence and automation in design and manufacturing.  

CAMWorks 2009 has over 100 new features and enhancements for machining faster and more 
accurately. This release also has significant advances in 3‐axis functionality, new features and cutting 
strategies for 2 to 5 axis milling, turning and wire EDM. CAMWorks, the first CAM solution to offer 
knowledge‐based feature recognition and associative machining capabilities, continuously enhances its 
features in line with customer needs, and to better integrate with the SolidWorks platform. For more 
information on CAMWorks, please visit www.camworks.com.  

Version 2.0 of DFMPro for SolidWorks provides users with additional checks to validate the design for 
sheet metal parts resulting in stronger parts, and longer die and punch life of the sheet metal model. This 
version of the design for manufacturability tool supports DFM analysis on an assembly, allowing the 
user to analyze all the parts in an assembly in a single execution, thus saving time. DFMPro 2.0 

http://www.gibbscam.com/
mailto:info@GibbsCAM.com


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 30 

generates 3D reports as eDrawings files for easier offline analysis, where problem areas are highlighted 
and corresponding analysis details are provided in the file itself. For a free trial version of DFMPro, 
please visit http://dfmpro.geometricglobal.com.  

The team from Geometric will be making two presentations at the event:  

“Automation – CAMWorks Automating CAM” at the Certified Partner Theater on Sunday, February 
8, at 6:30 p.m., where Mike Sours , Director IT, Support and Services , will demonstrate the latest 
features in CAMWorks and a case study on J & L Tooling.  

“Get your machined and sheet metal parts ready for manufacturing with DFMXpress and 
DFMPro” on Monday February 9 , at 1:30 p.m. in room # Swan 9/10.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Microsoft to Hold Empowering Excellence Workshops to Help Manufacturing Firms Innovate and 
Reduce Costs in Uncertain Times 
3 February 2009 

From 3 February to 15 April the workshops will take place across Europe, Middle East and Africa with 
the participation of leading partners and key industry speakers.  

What:       Empowering Excellence in Manufacturing & Resources Through Innovation - EMEA Road 
Shows 

Join Microsoft Corp and key business partners at these  workshops to learn how, in times of economic 
uncertainty,  leading-edge technologies can help firms realise cost  savings, increase efficiency, enable 
change and foster  innovation. The sessions dedicated to IT and business  decision-makers will highlight 
the state-of-the-art solutions  empowered by Microsoft technologies: 

Manufacturing operations. How to help ensure operational  excellence through flexible and integrated 
manufacturing  operations with high quality, low cost and tools for securing  regulatory compliance.  

Business insight and visibility. How to accelerate insight,  increase transparency and manage risk at all 
levels to reduce  time to decision and locate and analyse inefficiencies.  

Collaboration and communication. How to manage innovation and  accelerate collaborative product 
development across global  design teams to improve time to market and reduce costs. 

Consumer-centric approach. How to observe and serve consumers  and customers globally with 
insight into their specific needs  and drive profitable revenue growth 

Who:  These speakers from Microsoft will be featured:  

Jon C Arnold, managing director, Worldwide Utilities, Microsoft  

Nick Barnett, EMEA Industry Solution manager, Manufacturing Operations, Microsoft 

Norbert Braendli, worldwide managing director, Automotive and Industrial Equipment, Microsoft  

Karel Crombach, industry market development manager EMEA, Worldwide Manufacturing and 
Resources Sector, Microsoft 

Ruediger Dorn, managing director, Worldwide Life Sciences Industry Group, Microsoft 

Albrecht Ferling, managing director, Worldwide Oil and Gas Industries, Microsoft 
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Bill Gerould, senior director, Worldwide Marketing, Manufacturing & Resources Sector, Microsoft 

Charles Johnson, worldwide general manager, Manufacturing and Resources Sector, Enterprise Partner 
Group, Microsoft 

Sanjay Ravi, managing director, Worldwide High Tech and Electronics Industry, Microsoft 

Gunter Rester, Worldwide Director PLM Solutions, Microsoft 

Don Richardson, director, Global Innovation and PLM Industry Strategy, Worldwide Solution 
Management, Microsoft 

Dates and Locations:  

     3 Feb 2009, Istanbul, Turkey              

     18 Feb 2009, Stockholm, Sweden            

     19 Feb 2009, Goteborg, Sweden             

     25 Feb 2009, Johannesburg, South Africa   

     5 March 2009, Barcelona, Spain            

     6 March 2009, Madrid, Spain               

     10 March 2009, Oslo, Norway               

     13 March 2009, Schiphol, Amsterdam, Netherlands  

     16 March 2009, Helsinki, Finland 

     17 March 2009, Paris, France 

     19 March 2009, Moscow, Russia 

     20 March 2009, Moscow, Russia 

     25 March 2009, Cologne, Germany 

     26 March 2009, Vienna, Austria 

     6 April 2009, Reading, UK 

     7 April 2009, Midlands, UK 

     8 April 2009, Vedbaek, Denmark 

     15 April 2009, Dubai, Gulf States 

More Details: More information is available at 
https://microsoft.crgevents.com/empoweringworkshops/Content/Home.aspx.  
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SolidCAM to Reveal New Electrode Solution for Mold Makers at SolidWorks World 2009 
3 February 2009 

SolidCAM® will reveal their latest highly-automated electrode design and manufacturing solution at 
SolidWorks World 2009. 

https://microsoft.crgevents.com/empoweringworkshops/Content/Home.aspx
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This new capability for Moldmakers is totally integrated in SolidWorks and is directly in line with the 
automation theme at SolidWorks World 2009 International User Conference and Exposition. Held 
February 8 - 11, in Orlando, FL at the Walt Disney® World Swan & Dolphin, SolidWorks World is the 
world’s largest annual 3D CAD event. 

SolidCAM is the Gold-Certified integrated CAM engine running inside SolidWorks® software and 
provides single-window integration and full associativity with SolidWorks. Sidney Eisner, better known 
as the “SolidCAM Professor”, will be on hand to show and explain the power and time savings of 
Automated Electrode Machining in booth 610 of the Prtner Pavilion. This will also accompany other 
major advances featured in the preview of SolidCAM 2009. SolidCAM’s electrode solution automates 
time-consuming and repetitive tasks in the Electrode Design and Manufacturing process, including 
geometry extraction, documentation and machining.  

1.  Electrode Design Automation - SolidCAM facilitates the design of 3D solid electrodes from 
flexible surface extensions. The software offers a step-by-step process and addresses all types of 
electrodes from the common to the most complex. It supports existing libraries of blanks and holders as 
well as professional documentation for the operator. Even the most experienced electrode designer will 
benefit from the knowledge-driven automation provided by SolidCAM.  

2.  Electrode Manufacturing Automation - Once the electrode design is finished, SolidCAM starts the 
machining of the electrode in the SolidWorks window. SolidCAM supports a wide range of 2.5D 
milling, 3D milling and HSM strategies to manufacture every type of electrode. SolidCAM supports the 
generation of rough and finish electrodes and leverages the use of templates of machining strategies to 
generate optimal and efficient toolpaths. 

SolidCAM’s Electrode solution provides the right combination of automation and user-control to finish 
the electrodes with high quality and in time. Emil Somekh, Founder and Managing Director of 
SolidCAM, explained, “The battle for competitive and efficient production must be fought on many 
fronts and is the deciding factor in survival for modern manufacturing companies. Automation is the key 
weapon of attack and must be leveraged in as many areas of design and manufacturing as possible. 
Those companies that survive and thrive in today’s manufacturing jungle must win the battles for 
efficiency in every aspect of their business operations. They must simply find the best tools to ensure 
they stay ahead of their competitors. The Automated Electrode functionality is yet another tool 
SolidCAM offers our customers to remain ahead of the pack“. 

Wolfgang Mueller, SolidCAM’s Vice President Sales Europe, states, “SolidCAM’s Electrode solution is 
the result of an intensive joint development between Manusoft Technologies Pte Ltd., the developer of 
IMOLD, mold design and assembly system software integrated in SolidWorks, and SolidCAM. Both 
companies are SolidWorks Gold partners (the highest level of SolidWorks integration) and teamed up to 
develop a comprehensive solution for the production of electrodes - one of the most delicate and 
complex tasks within Moldmaking. By automating the whole electrode process from the design to the 
manufacturing, we enable moldmakers to reduce costs and lead-times. We are very pleased to release 
this solution at the SolidWorks World 2009 conference and exhibition.” 
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solidThinking to Demonstrate Improved Collaboration Between Industrial Design and Engineering 
Software at SolidWorks World, Feb. 8-1 
4 February 2009 
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SolidWorks World attendees seeking to learn more about innovative tools designed to work 
collaboratively with CAD/CAM systems and accelerate the product development cycle are invited to 
visit solidThinking, Inc. (http://www.solidthinking.com) at booth 1012 on the SolidWorks expo floor 
Feb. 8-11 in Orlando, Fla. 

solidThinking’s version 7.6, which is available on both PC and Mac, will be presented live by the by the 
solidThinking team 

Current SolidWorks and other CAD/CAM system users will find that solidThinking is a particularly 
useful tool for conceptual design due to its advanced NURBS-based modeling capabilities and a 
construction tree, which encourages users to change their minds anytime during the design process 
without having to recreate innovations from scratch. Other advanced features include an updated 
rendering engine, a streamlined user interface, rich photorealistic content functionality and other 
enhancements that ease and expand design flexibility. 

“solidThinking’s extensive capabilities, intuitive nature and compatibility with CAD/CAM software 
such as SolidWorks make it an ideal design/styling program for driving creativity and advancing the 
speed of industrial design from conception through production,” said Robert Little, president of 
solidThinking. “We are aiming to provide new and experienced users alike smooth accessibility and 
overall ease-of-use in an effort to help support productivity between industrial design and engineering 
software programs. We look forward to and encourage SolidWorks attendees to experience 
solidThinking at the show.” 

solidThinking can exchange data with any CAD/CAM system, helping designers and engineers work 
together more efficiently. Due to this improved collaboration, solidThinking 7.6 accelerates the product 
development cycle. Click on www.solidthinking.com/collaboration to see a video of solidThinking in 
action. 

In addition to using the most popular data exchange file formats, SolidWorks users can take advantage 
of a free plug-in (available for download at http://www.solidthinking.com under Free Downloads) which 
allows users to exchange data to and from solidThinking using the solidThinking (.st) native file format. 

In the commercial world, solidThinking is crucial to many of the world’s leading designers of furniture, 
electronic devices, automobiles, lighting, shoes, jewelry, timepieces, sports equipment, boating, 
consumer packaging and other products. Thousands of designers use solidThinking to develop products 
and packaging for such renowned companies and brands as Azimut Yachts, Bulgari, Cartier, Diesel, 
DuPont, Fujitsu, Hugo Boss, Italdesign Giugiaro, Korg, MacGregor Golf, Mares, Masterfoods, Merck, 
Nestle, Nikon, Panerai, Peg Perego, Pininfarina, Scavolini, Thomson, Tisettanta, Toshiba, Toyota, 
Volkswagen and Volvo. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Tacton Systems to showcase TactonWorks 4.2 at SolidWorks World 2009 
4 February 2009 

Tacton Systems announced that it will demonstrate TactonWorks 4.2 at the SolidWorks World 2009 
Conference, being held from Feb. 8 -11, 2009 in Orlando, Fla. Show attendees will see how 
TactonWorks and SolidWorks 3D CAD software enable manufacturers to reduce customer specific 
engineering work by automating repetitive design customization tasks. 

As a SolidWorks Certified Gold Product, TactonWorks is fully embedded within the SolidWorks 

http://www.solidthinking.com/
http://www.solidthinking.com/
http://www.tacton.com/
http://www.solidworks.com/


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 34 

window, where engineers can define design rules intuitively and concisely. Tacton’s patented product 
configuration solver engine eliminates the need to translate design rules to sequential calculations. Users 
are empowered to interactively perform the design customizations in any sequence they want, always 
seeing the updated model in SolidWorks. 

“Recent research shows that best-in-class companies with Engineer-to-order business can improve profit 
margins by 80% by using design automation and product configuration software, and we are proud to 
make these capabilities available with ease-of-use to SolidWorks customers around the world”, said 
Klas Orsvärn, Tacton’s co-founder and EVP Business Development. 

On Monday Feb. 9, at 12:30 in the Certified Partner Theater, the wastewater treatment leader 
ClearStream Environmental will present their experiences of implementing TactonWorks.  

“The automation, interactivity and intuitive design rules of TactonWorks allow us to radically shorten 
the time to create SolidWorks models, engineering drawings, cost estimates and customer bids.”, said 
Chris Price, Senior Designer, ClearStream Environmental, Inc. 

Tacton will showcase the upcoming 4.2 release of TactonWorks, including advanced control of drawing 
updates, productivity enhancements, and groundbreaking design automation capabilities to customize 
systems and layouts of different products in the same assembly. 

“Customers are demanding even more creativity and efficiency from manufacturers, making product 
design and development even more challenging and putting more pressure on engineers,” said DS 
SolidWorks Manager of Alliances Nick Iwaskow. “Working directly within the SolidWorks 
environment to access advanced design automation via TactonWorks not only increases engineering 
productivity, but also fuels innovation that helps engineers design better products.” 

The SolidWorks Partner Program features products and services that complement SolidWorks solutions. 
Certified Gold Products are fully integrated with SolidWorks software and provide users with instant 
access to the partner application within the SolidWorks window. 

Click here to return to Contents 

TraceParts 3D Catalogs to be Presented at the SolidWorks World 2009 Conference 
3 February 2009 

As a member of the Trace Software Group, TraceParts will join the SolidWorks World Conference 
being held in Orlando, Florida, from Feb. 8-11. The productivity benefits of the TraceParts 3D library of 
supplier's catalogs will be demonstrated in the Partner Pavilion, booth #307. TraceParts has been a 
SolidWorks Solution Partner since 1998 and it was the first to supply its catalogs on 
3DContentCentral® as a content partner. 

Time is precious and designers have better things to do than model off-the-shelf components for their 
projects. With over 100 million native 3D CAD models for SolidWorks, the tracepartsonline.net portal 
completely eliminates the time consuming process of finding and modeling international standard and 
manufacturers' components. The time saved in this way allows the designer to spend more time on the 
more critical stages of the design process. 

TraceParts leveraged the SolidWorks openness to develop an extensive library of international standard 
SolidWorks-native 3D parts. Designers from all industries, and especially those involved in Industrial 
Machinery, Tooling, Automotive and Aerospace design, benefit from all the most commonly used 

http://www.traceparts.com/


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 35 

components in mechanical design from the largest names of the mechanical industry: Advantech, Asco 
Numatics, Bosch Rexroth, Cepex, CGI, Contrinex, Dirak, Euchner, Facom, Festo, Ganter, GGB, Halder, 
IFM, Igus, INA/FAG, Kabelschlepp, Legrand, Legris, Mädler, Misumi, Nozag, Schmalz, Schmersal, 
Schneider Electric, Sherex, Sick, SNR, Stauffenberg, TEA, Trelleborg, Vanel and more. 

“We are delighted to exhibit at this year’s SolidWorks World Conference”, says Gabriel Guigue, 
Managing Director of TraceParts. “For many years now we’ve been delivering tens of thousands of 
CAD files every single day to designers from our portal tracepartsonline.net, and it’s always a great 
pleasure to meet some of them face to face!” 

Click here to return to Contents 

2009 COADE User Conference Scheduled for September 28-30 in Houston with Registration Now 
Open 
2 February 2009 

COADE announced that the 2009 COADE User Conference has been scheduled for September 28-30, 
2009, in Houston Texas. This event will be an expansion of the successful 2008 CADWorx User 
Conference, attended by 300 people from across the globe who came to learn about the company’s 
CADWorx Plant Design software and related applications.  

The 2009 conference will feature product-specific sessions on all of COADE's products, including 
CAESAR II, a widely pipe stress analysis software; PVElite for pressure vessel and heat exchanger 
design and analysis; the CADWorx Plant Design Suite for intelligent plant design modeling and process 
schematics; and TANK for the design and analysis of oil storage tanks. A keynote address will be 
delivered by Thomas J Van Laan, PE, President and CEO of COADE. “Attendees will be able to 
participate in over 60 classes covering all of COADE's products,” explained Joseph Dixon, product 
manager, Plant Design Solutions. “A pre-conference golf tournament is also scheduled for Sunday, 
September 27th at a premier golf course,” he added. Details on the 2009 COADE User Conference are 
at http://www.COADEUserConference.com.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Virtual Product Test for Designers and Engineering Simulation Software for Analysts at Pacific 
Design Show 
28 January 2009 

At the Pacific Design and Manufacturing Show NEi Software (NEi) a will demonstrate how pre and 
post processors Femap®, NEi Fusion™, and NEi Works™ powered by NEi Nastran solvers assist both 
designers and analysts in testing products on their computers faster, easier, and with greater fidelity. 
Digital prototyping technology developed by NEi creates graphic results of engineering parameters like 
stress, vibration modes, and heat transfer when 3D CAD parts and assemblies are subjected to structural 
or thermal loads. Simulation software is receiving more attention in today's economy because of its 
ability to reduce costs through savings on fewer physical prototypes and test programs, reduction in 
redesigns by early recognition of problem areas, shortened design cycles, and accelerated time to 
market.  

New virtual testing tools in NEi's portfolio include: Automated Impact Analysis and Drop Test (AIA™), 
Design Optimization, Automated Surface Contact Generation (ASCG™), Automated Edge Connection 

http://www.coadeuserconference.com/
http://www.nenastran.com/
http://www.nenastran.com/engineeringsoftware/femap
http://www.nenastran.com/newnoran/neiFusion
http://www.nenastran.com/newnoran/neiWorks
http://www.nenastran.com/nei-nastran
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Generation (AECG™) and Progressive Ply Failure Analysis (PPFA™). AIA is used in a variety of areas 
including military projectiles, product packaging and drop testing of consumer electronic products. 
Design Optimization finds solutions for complex designs with competing parameters, such as structures 
that must be both strong and light. ASCG provides real world fidelity in modeling assemblies. AECG is 
a major productivity tool that significantly speeds model creation for shell type structures like cars, 
ships, and aircraft. PPFA reveals how damage is propagated through composite structures like carbon 
fiber and epoxy laminates.  

NEi will be at Booth #3519 at the Pacific Design Show, February 10-12, 2009 in the Anaheim 
Convention Center, Anaheim, CA. NEi will provide qualified parties with a free exhibit hall pass and 
invites attendees to review their specific application with a technical specialist. Sign up is at 
www.nenastran.com/pacific-design-2009 

Click here to return to Contents 

Zuken Exhibiting at SolidWorks World 2009 and Plans Global Preview of E³.WireWorks 2009 
2 February 2009 

Zuken will attend SolidWorks World 2009, Dassault Systèmes SolidWorks Corp.’s annual User 
Conference and Exhibition scheduled for February 8-11 in Orlando, FL. Zuken, a first time exhibitor, 
plans to demonstrate its E³.WireWorks solution that integrates electrical design with SolidWorks 3D 
CAD software. This will be the first public preview of Zuken’s integration. 

The new E³.WireWorks release was developed in cooperation with SolidWorks R&D resources in order 
to allow electrical and mechanical engineers to better access the Zuken solution from the SolidWorks 
software environment. E³.WireWorks is additionally integrated with SolidWorks’ Enterprise PDM 
system providing features such as lifecycle support, library and connectivity data exchange as well as 
integrated 3D-cabinet layout and hierarchical design support. 

E³.WireWorks is a registered DS SolidWorks ‘Solution Partner’ product. “The Solution Partner Program 
was developed to help customers easily identify products that have been released and tested to be 
compatible with the current shipping version of SolidWorks software” said Nick Iwaskow, Manager, 
Alliances at DS SolidWorks. “We are encouraged by Zuken’s integration with SolidWorks software and 
their commitment to market their E³.WireWorks product as part of our program. ”During the conference, 
Zuken and SolidWorks will jointly present Zuken’s E³.WireWorks solution at a conference break out 
session 

Title:  

Electrical Mechanical workflow with SolidWorks and E³.WireWorks  

Presenters:  

Patrick Hackney, Application Specialist E³.wireworks, Zuken  

Paul Boswell, Product Manager, SolidWorks 

The session will include a demonstration of the integration between SolidWorks software and 
E³.WireWorks that will cover -  

• a complete workflow overview and look at optimization tools available in E³.WireWorks  

• the new features in SolidWorks routing including cross-highlighting between both products  

http://www.nenastran.com/newnoran/pdf/Advanced_Composite_Brochure_low%5b1%5d.pdf
http://www.nenastran.com/newnoran/pdf/AIA%20and%20Drop%20test.pdf
http://www.nenastran.com/newnoran/optimization
http://www.nenastran.com/engineeringsoftware/composite
http://www.nenastran.com/pacific-design-2009
http://www.zuken.com/e3wireworks
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• connectivity with SolidWorks Enterprise PDM 

Visit Zuken at Booth #304 SolidWorks World 2009  

February 8 - 11, 2009  

Swan & Dolphin Hotel — Orlando, FL  

• For more information on Zuken's attendance at SolidWorks World 2009 show, please visit our event 
pages 

Click here to return to Contents 

ZWCAD 2009 Launch Seminars to be Held in Emirates and South Africa 
3 February 2009 

ZWCAD Software Co., Ltd. (ZWSOFT) and its platinum distributors Techiesoft Fz LLC and Cad4All 
software cc announced they would hold launch seminars introducing the newly released ZWCAD 2009 
in the United Arab Emirates and South Africa. ZWSOFT staff from the company's head office in China 
will introduce ZWCAD 2009 to attendees at each event. In addition, a special promotion will be 
available for ZWCAD2009 during the events: 

Abu Dhabi, UAE   --  February 9 

Dubai, UAE      --  February 11 

Cape Town, South Africa  --  February 17 

Johannesburg, South Africa --  February 19 

The Breakthrough of ZWCAD 2009 

With nearly a dozen significant new features and significant improvements in stability and 
compatibility, ZWCAD 2009 brings designers a better drafting experience.  

"We are committed to our target – providing customers with a low-cost DWG-based CAD solution as 
well as professional local service with ZWCAD partners," said Truman Du, CEO of ZWSOFT. "We 
welcome visitors to our launch events, to learn more about ZWCAD2009, our value-added service, and 
to take home a free trial version." 

About Techiesoft Fz LLC  

Techiesoft Fz LLC was established in 1987 in United Arab Emirates. The company diversified and 
changed from a reseller to a technology-driven company, providing high-end products, solutions, 
services, and consultancy in the areas of structural design engineering, CAD, project management, and 
information technology.  

Techiesoft Fz LLC has become the core ZWCAD partner since early 2008. For more information, please 
visit http://www.techiesoft.com  

About Cad4All Software Cc 

Cad4all software cc is a professional company focusing on ZWCAD distribution & service. As ZWCAD 
excellent distributor in Southern Africa, Cad4all software cc will bring more value-added solution & 
service to the local clients. For more information, please visit http://www.cad4all.co.za.  

http://www.zuken.com/news/events-calendar/0902-solidworks-world.aspx
http://www.zuken.com/news/events-calendar/0902-solidworks-world.aspx
http://www.techiesoft.com/
http://www.cad4all.co.za/
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Financial News 
Autodesk Extends Invitation to Join Its Fourth Quarter Fiscal 2009 Financial Results Conference 
Call Thursday, February 26, 2:00 p.m. Pacific Time 
2 February 2009 

What:  

Autodesk, Inc. announced that it will broadcast its fourth quarter fiscal 2009 financial results conference 
call live via its website Thursday, February 26, 2009. 

How:  

Autodesk will host a live webcast call at www.autodesk.com/investors. An audio replay webcast and 
podcast will also be available after 4:00 p.m Pacific Time on their website at 
http://www.autodesk.com/investors.  

Contact:  
For more information, please call Autodesk Investor Relations at 415-507-6705.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Avatech Solutions Announces Rescheduling of Conference Call to Report Fiscal 2009 Second 
Quarter Results 
5 February 2009 

Avatech Solutions, Inc. announced that the fiscal 2009 second quarter earnings conference call 
previously scheduled for Monday, February 16, 2009, will be held at 11a.m. EST on Tuesday, February 
17, 2009. The revision is due to fact that Monday, February 16, 2009 is a national holiday.  

The dial-in numbers for the conference call are 888-679-8033 (domestic) or 617-213-4846 
(international), and enter the passcode (25849409). A replay of the call will also be available through 
February 24, 2009, and can be accessed by dialing 888-286-8010 (domestic) or 617-801-6888, and 
dialing the passcode (16962474).  

A live webcast of the conference call will be available to all investors in the Investor Relations section 
of the Company's website, http://www.avatech.com. For those who cannot listen to the live broadcast, an 
audio replay of the call will also be available on the Company’s site for a limited time.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Cadence Reports Q4 2008 Financial Results 
4 February 2009 

Cadence Design Systems, Inc. announced results for the fourth quarter and fiscal year 2008.  

Cadence reported fourth quarter 2008 revenue of $227 million, compared to revenue of $458 million 
reported for the same period in 2007. On a GAAP basis, Cadence recognized a net loss of $1.64 billion, 

http://www.autodesk.com/investors
http://www.avatech.com/
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or $(6.57) per share on a diluted basis, in the fourth quarter of 2008, compared to net income of $120 
million, or $0.41 per share on a diluted basis in the same period in 2007. Revenue for fiscal year 2008 
totaled $1.04 billion, compared to revenue of $1.62 billion in fiscal year 2007. The net loss for fiscal 
year 2008 was $1.85 billion, or $(7.29) per share on a diluted basis, compared to net income of $296 
million, or $1.01 per share on a diluted basis for fiscal year 2007. The GAAP net loss for the fourth 
quarter and fiscal year 2008 includes a non-cash impairment charge of $1.36 billion, related to 
Cadence's goodwill, intangible assets, and fixed assets. The impairment charge, which was driven by 
adverse economic conditions and a decline in the company's market capitalization, has no effect on the 
company's cash flows.  

In addition to using GAAP results in evaluating Cadence's business, management believes it is useful to 
measure results using a non-GAAP measure of net income or net loss, which excludes, as applicable, 
amortization of intangible assets, stock-based compensation expense, in-process research and 
development charges, certain termination and legal costs, costs related to Cadence's withdrawn proposal 
to acquire Mentor Graphics Corporation and losses on the sale of Mentor Graphics Corporation shares, 
integration and acquisition-related costs, gains or losses and expenses or credits related to non-qualified 
deferred compensation plan assets, executive severance costs, restructuring charges and credits, losses 
on extinguishment of debt, equity in losses (income) from investments, write-down of investments, 
impairment charges related to goodwill, intangible assets and fixed assets, and losses related to the 
liquidation of a subsidiary. Non-GAAP net income or net loss is adjusted by the amount of additional 
taxes or tax benefit that the company would accrue if it used non-GAAP results instead of GAAP results 
to calculate the company's tax liability. See "GAAP to non-GAAP Reconciliation" below for further 
information on the non-GAAP measure.  

Using this non-GAAP measure, net loss in the fourth quarter of 2008 was $11 million, or $(0.04) per 
share on a diluted basis, as compared to net income of $133 million, or $0.46 per share on a diluted 
basis, in the same period in 2007. For fiscal year 2008, non-GAAP net loss was $10 million, or $(0.04) 
per share on a diluted basis, compared to net income of $397 million and $1.35 per share on a diluted 
basis in fiscal year 2007.  

"While Cadence faced many challenges in 2008, we continue to develop and deliver quality products for 
our customers. During 2008, we refreshed each of our major product platforms," said Lip-Bu Tan, 
President and Chief Executive Officer. "We also made a number of important decisions in 2008 to 
position Cadence to build long-term shareholder value. Among the most important were the transition to 
a 90/10 ratable model and a significant restructuring."  

"We made very good progress in Q4 toward our goal of a stable 90/10 ratable model with over 85 
percent of orders booked under ratable licenses," added Kevin S. Palatnik, Senior Vice President and 
Chief Financial Officer. "And, the restructuring we announced in November is on track."  

The following statements are based on current expectations. These statements are forward-looking, and 
actual results may differ materially.  

Business Outlook 

For the first quarter of 2009, the company expects total revenue in the range of $200 million to $210 
million. First quarter GAAP net loss per diluted share is expected to be in the range of $(0.33) to 
$(0.31). Net loss per diluted share using the non-GAAP measure defined below is expected to be in the 
range of $(0.13) to $(0.11).  

For the full year 2009, the company expects total revenue in the range of $830 million to $870 million. 
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On a GAAP basis, net loss per diluted share for fiscal 2009 is expected to be in the range of $(0.99) to 
$(0.87). Using the non-GAAP measure defined below, net loss per diluted share for fiscal 2009 is 
expected to be in the range of $(0.36) to $(0.24).  

Audio Webcast Scheduled 

Lip-Bu Tan, Cadence's President and Chief Executive Officer, and Kevin S. Palatnik, Cadence's Senior 
Vice President and Chief Financial Officer, will host a fourth quarter 2008 financial results audio 
webcast today, February 4, 2009, at 2 p.m. (Pacific) / 5 p.m. (Eastern). An archive of the webcast will be 
available starting February 4, 2009 at 5 p.m. (Pacific) and ending February 11, 2009 at 5 p.m. (Pacific). 
Webcast access is available at http://www.cadence.com/cadence/investor_relations/pages/default.aspx  

Click here for the Q4 2008 Financial Schedules 
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Magma Design Automation Announces Cost-Cutting Actions Expected to Save $20 Million 
5 February 2009 

Magma Design Automation Inc. announced a series of actions designed to reduce operating costs, 
including a 17 percent cut in worldwide employment, salary reductions and consolidation of some 
facilities. These measures, initiated in the third and fourth quarters of Magma's fiscal year 2009, are 
expected to reduce total annual costs by approximately $20 million in fiscal year 2010. In connection 
with these measures, Magma expects to record restructuring charges ranging from $2.75 million to 
$3.75 million in its fiscal 2009 third quarter, ended Feb. 1, 2009.  

"We are taking steps necessary to align our expenses with the revised business outlook we announced in 
December, reflecting the state of the global economy," said Roy E. Jewell, Magma president and chief 
operating officer. "These actions affect company operations in all geographies and in all departments but 
will focus our resources to maintain Magma's competitive advantages in our key business segments."  

In addition to reducing employment levels, Magma instituted a 20 percent salary reduction for senior 
management during the third quarter, followed by a smaller salary reduction for most other employees. 
Magma closed two sales and support offices in North America and one in Europe, and plans to 
consolidate its Beijing, China, operations into a single facility and its Shanghai, China, operations into a 
single facility. With these closures and expected consolidations, Magma will continue to operate in 11 
countries with facilities in 19 cities.  

"Our cost-cutting actions are intended to enable us to remain competitive and deliver the financial 
results we've targeted regardless of when the economy recovers," Jewell said. "Discussions with major 
customers during the last several quarters confirmed that the actions we're taking now are in the best 
interest of our company's stakeholders for both the near and long terms."  

Magma will provide details on the cost-cutting actions when it announces third quarter financial results. 
In a separate announcement, Magma today said it will issue third quarter results and conduct its 
quarterly earnings conference call and webcast on Feb. 26, 2009.  

Click here to return to Contents 
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Magma Announces Third Quarter Earnings Call and Webcast 
5 February 2009 

What:    Magma® Design Automation Inc. will conduct a live webcast and conference call to review 
financial results for its fiscal 2009 third quarter, ended Feb. 1, 2009. 

When:    The webcast and conference call will be Thursday, Feb. 26, 2009, at 2 p.m. PST. Magma will 
release third-quarter financial results after NASDAQ trading closes on Feb. 26, 2009. 

er; 

r.magma-da.com/events.cfm

Who:     Rajeev Madhavan, chief executive officer; Roy E. Jewell, president and chief operating offic
and Peter S. Teshima, chief financial officer, will host the call. 

Webcast: The live webcast will be available online at  http://investo . A 
bsite through March 5, 2009. 

umbers below: 

y will be available beginning at 5 p.m. PST 

          U.S. & Canada:                   (888) 203-1112       , code #4739185 

          Elsewhere:                       (719) 457-0820       , code #4739185 

replay of the webcast will be available on Magma's we

Phone:   Listen to the live call by telephone at the n

          U.S. & Canada:                 (877) 856-1961        

          Elsewhere:                     (719) 325-4799        

          A telephone repla

          on Feb. 26, 2009 until 11:59 p.m. PST on March 5, 2009 at the 

          numbers below: 
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Synopsys Announces Earnings Release Date and Conference Call for First Quarter Fiscal Year 2009 
5 February 2009 

Synopsys, Inc. announced it will report results for the first quarter fiscal year 2009 on Wednesday, Feb. 
18, 2009, after the market close. 

A conference call to review the results will begin at 2 p.m. PT (5 p.m. ET) and will be hosted by Aart de 
Geus, chairman and chief executive officer, and Brian Beattie, chief financial officer. 

Financial and other statistical information to be discussed on this conference call will be available on
corporate website at 

 the 
http://www.synopsys.com immediately before the call. A live webcast will also b

available on this site. Participants should access the live webcast at least 10 minutes prior to the start of 
the call. A webcast replay can be accessed on the corporate website beginning Wednesday, Feb. 18, 
2009, at approximately 5:30 p.m. PT. The replay will remain available unti

e 

l Synopsys announces its 
second quarter resu addition, a dial-up replay of the conference call will be available 
be . PT, ending on Mar. 4, 2009. The replay telephone number is USA 
(800) 475-6701, and International (320) 365-3844, Access Code: 985197. 

lts in May 2009. In 
ginning Feb. 18, 2009 at 4:00 p.m
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Implementation Investments 
Blue Ridge Numerics Helps Design Engineers Solve Flow and Thermal Problems in Any Economic 
Climate 
4 February 2009 

Blue Ridge Numerics, Inc. announced a new CFdesign® implementation program in North America 
tailored for companies that need to drive engineering innovation in this tough economic climate, while 
facing strict CAPEX (capital expenditure) controls. The program ensures companies can tap into the 
value of upfront CFD and digital prototyping to solve their flow and thermal design challenges at the 
moment they need it most. The implementation program includes two phases: solution development, 
which solves immediate design needs through customized project-based services; and technology 
transfer, which enables customers to leverage the knowledge gained in the solution development phase 
to permanently integrate CFdesign into their product development workflow.  

Phase One: Solution Development  

During the first phase of implementation, the Blue Ridge Numerics engineering services team works 
closely with the customer to document their immediate project requirements, current CAD/CAE 
environment, and routine product development process. The engineering services team then uses 
CFdesign to achieve the customer's project-specific design objectives. The entire process typically takes 
no more than 10 business days and produces the engineering and business results companies need to 
make informed design modifications early in their product development process, helping to reduce 
project costs and time to market.  

"Our team of veteran engineers at Blue Ridge Numerics has the CAD skills, capability, and real-world 
industry experience needed to partner with our customers and make optimized design decisions within 
compressed development cycles," said Jason Pfeiffer, vice president of engineering, Blue Ridge 
Numerics. "We are here to support our customers beyond just using our software by helping them 
through any design challenges, no matter their industry, application, or CAD system. We realize the 
constraints that engineering teams are facing today, so we are committed to work with them to 
determine the optimal solution for their needs."  

Phase Two: Technology Transfer 

As additional funding and resources become available, customers can use the results produced in phase 
one to justify an in-house implementation of CFdesign. When customers are ready to enter phase two, 
the technical knowledge gained during the solution development phase is transferred to the company's 
engineering team. Instead of a one-size-fits-all training class, Blue Ridge Numerics engineers create a 
customized technology transfer session to train the customer's engineering team to use CFdesign as a 
part of their unique process, taking into account their specific design environment and workflow.  

The Blue Ridge Numerics customized implementation approach reduces risk for CFdesign customers 
and increases overall ROI, which is essential in today's economic climate.  

For More Information:  

New videos now available on the Company's website, featuring Blue Ridge Numerics' CEO, VP of 
Engineering, Product Manager, and Tech Support Manager, provide further information on CFdesign 
and the implementation services offered by Blue Ridge Numerics. Visit the Company's website to learn 
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more: http://www.cfdesign.com/Home.aspx  

Click here to return to Contents 

Delcam’s FeatureCAM Supports Shielding Specialists 
5 February 2009 

Delcam’s FeatureCAM feature-based machining software plays a major part in helping Vacuum 
Technologies Inc. to supply the highest-quality electromagnetic shielding on a wide range of plastic 
enclosures. The software is used both to make components for VTI’s unique metallising process and to 
manufacture fixtures for the company’s cured-in-place gasketing service. 

For over fifteen years, VTI, which is located in Reedsburg, Wisconsin, has specialised in providing 
shielding for plastic enclosures, mainly for highly-demanding military and medical applications. The 
company uses a vacuum process to apply a thin aluminium film to the surface of the part. This coating 
provides the excellent electrical conductivity that is required and also gives good design versatility at a 
competitive cost. In fact, the results can be so good that a coated plastic enclosure can sometimes give 
even better protection that a metal casing. 

An increasing number of the enclosures now come with display windows that are moulded into the part. 
These need to be covered with masks during the metallising process to ensure that no metal gets onto the 
window. Some years ago, VTI switched from metal masks to PVC. The benefits are that the material is 
lighter, cheaper and can be machined more easily with no need for cutting oils. At around the same time, 
the company started using FeatureCAM to program the machining of the masks. 

The ease of use of the software was the most important attribute when it was chosen. Scott Nicholson, 
Fixture and Tool Design Engineer, has been using FeatureCAM for three years. Even though he didn’t 
know much about machining, and nothing about the software, when he first started using the system, he 
was proficient in its use within three months. 

The accuracy of the software is also essential. “The masks need to be very precise to ensure metal 
doesn’t get onto the window,” explained VTI President Wil Fernandez. “A lot of cleaning up is needed 
if you get the metallising where you don’t want it.” 

The programming speed that is possible with FeatureCAM is also important. “Every customer wants 
something different so we need to make new masks for every project,” claimed Mr. Fernandez. “They 
also want a quick service, especially because the metallising usually comes towards the end of the 
manufacturing process.” 

Some of the components need multiple masks to cover over holes or caps on several tools for a larger 
run of parts. In these cases, it is easier to mould the masks in an air-cured silicone resin than to machine 
them all individually. FeatureCAM is again an important part of the process as all the moulds are 
machined in PVC using programs generated in the software.  

More recently, VTI added a gasketing service for its clients. “One of our metallising customers was 
sending our parts out for gasketing,” remembered Mr. Fernandez. “I thought ‘Why can’t we do that?’ 
and decided to set up a sealing unit in-house. We use a special silicone filled with nickel to create the 
seals. This material is applied onto the parts by robot. We need fixtures to hold the parts exactly in 
position during this process. These are all produced with FeatureCAM.”  

Click here to return to Contents 
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Finn-Flare Implements Gerber Technology’s webPDM Solution 
3 February 2009 

Gerber Technology announced that Finn-Flare, a leader in the Russian apparel market, has implemented 
Gerber’s webPDM  as part of their Product Lifecycle Management initiatives.   

Gerber Technology’s webPDM product is now an integral part of Finn-Flare’s overall IT system.  
webPDM supports Finn-Flare’s need to keep pace with rapid growth by reducing lead times, enhancing 
communication and collaboration with contractors, and improving the visibility and quality of 
information flow along the production chain.  

“Thanks to webPDM we succeeded in cost and time reduction of all production processes. It is easier to 
work with the program and to follow all movements of every person and mechanism involved,” reported 
Anna Sirotkina, Deputy General Director of Finn-Flare. 

With webPDM it is now possible for Finn-Flare to access actual production information from any part of 
the world. Finn-Flare also reports that redundant data entry has been eliminated, resulting is increased 
productivity and drastically reduced product development turnaround.   

Finn-Flare’s management team realized that a reliable Product Data Management solution was essential 
to maintain Finn-Flare’s continual strive to improve on their already successful track record.  webPDM 
was selected for its diverse functionality including Line Assortment, Bill of Material, Bill of Labor, and 
Cost Summary customization.  Pertinent data is automatically populated into an intuitive graphic user 
interface through the program’s graphic editor. The addition of webPDM technology will assist Finn-
Flare with its continued trend of rapid growth. GT Solutions, the official representative of Gerber 
Technology in Russia and Ukraine, configured and implemented webPDM for Finn-Flare.  

Click here to return to Contents 

General Motors Selects VISTAGY Seat Design Environment™ 
4 February 2009 

VISTAGY, Inc. announced that General Motors has purchased VISTAGY Seat Design 
Environment™ (SDE) for use in its engineering operations. GM anticipates that DE will enable it to 
substantially reduce seat trim development time and obtain cost feedback earlier in the design process. 
VISTAGY’s SDE complements GM’s single CAD system strategy because it integrates with the 
company’s CAD system of choice, Siemens NX. 

Given today’s market pressures, engineers strive to obtain design feedback and manufacturing cost 
information early in the development process to ensure final seats meet specifications and deadlines. 
The SDE addresses these needs by enabling engineers working within a CAD system to easily create a 
single, complete 3D virtual product master model that can be used to automatically generate the data 
needed to document and manufacture a seat trim cover. 

This single master CAD model helps engineers more efficiently share design detail across teams, obtain 
instant feedback on constantly changing design and cost data, and automatically generate critical design 
and manufacturing documentation. As a result, OEMs and suppliers reduce their reliance on physical 
prototyping and improve manufacturing accuracy while reducing seat delivery time by months. 
“VISTAGY’s SDE software will enable us to increase the efficiency and control of our engineering and 
prototyping processes,” said Ralf Eidt, global business leader of Fabrics and Trim Covers at GM. 

http://www.gerbertechnology.com/
http://www.finnflare.ru/
http://www.vistagy.com/
http://www.vistagy.com/products/seating-environments.aspx
http://www.vistagy.com/products/seating-environments.aspx
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“SDE is a very intuitive product to use,” said Hartwig Gaertner, (Bill of Materials) BOM Family Owner, 
Trim Covers at GM. “Our trim engineers, who had little exposure to the CAD system, were up and 
running on SDE in a few short days. Within 2-3 weeks they were able to create the seat cover flat 
patterns and the design and manufacturing data needed for cutting and sewing driver, passenger and 
back row seats.”  

“We’re pleased to be working with one of the world’s leading automotive companies to help them 
enhance their seat trim processes,” said Ed Bernardon, vice president of business development for 
VISTAGY. “SDE is well suited to help seat manufacturers shorten and improve their design-to-
manufacturing processes, which is so important given today’s competitive pricing environment. We look 
forward to working with GM to ensure that they reach their objectives for efficient design and 
manufacture of the most cost-effective seats possible.” 

About General Motors 

General Motors Corp. has been the annual global industry sales leader for 77 years. Founded in 1908, 
GM today employs about 266,000 people around the world. With global headquarters in Detroit, GM 
manufactures its cars and trucks in 35 countries. In 2007, nearly 9.37 million GM cars and trucks were 
sold globally under the following brands: Buick, Cadillac, Chevrolet, GMC, GM Daewoo, Holden, 
HUMMER, Opel, Pontiac, Saab, Saturn, Vauxhall and Wuling. GM's OnStar subsidiary is the industry 
leader in vehicle safety, security and information services. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Huntsville Utilities Selects Bentley Software to Implement New Multi-Utility GIS 
3 February 2009 

Bentley Systems, Incorporated announced that Huntsville Utilities, a multi-utility serving more than 
300,000 people in Madison County, Ala., has implemented a new geographic information system (GIS) 
using Bentley Water, Bentley Electric, Bentley Gas, and Bentley Geospatial Server. The new GIS will 
support design, asset management, and other geospatial workflows and replace a legacy system that was 
never fully deployed. The new system will be used by Huntsville engineers to substantially improve the 
productivity of more than 25 engineers, designers and technicians in the water, gas, and electric utilities. 
Huntsville Utilities will also use: 

• Bentley Expert Designer Electric to increase productivity and better estimate costs in the electric 
distribution design department,  

• Bentley Geospatial Server to deliver enterprise access to Oracle spatial data,  

• WaterGEMS to model and analyze the utility’s water network to better manage water distribution and 
minimize water loss.  

Commenting on the deployment, Jay C. Stowe, vice president of operations, Huntsville Utilities, said, 
“We have long recognized the need for a powerful GIS to support our business. The Bentley products, 
however, bring to the table a GIS capability designed specifically to support engineering workflows 
within a multi-utility. That means there is no trade-off between GIS functionality and the accuracy of 
CAD technology, and that we can manage all classes of infrastructure with the same GIS platform.” 

Stowe continued, “Because the new technology supports project-based workflows through Bentley 
Geospatial Server, we will be able to link the work of our varied design teams and sub-contractors much 
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more easily. Our goal is to speed our response to developers requesting utility services for new 
subdivisions and commercial developments. Bentley products will enable our teams to turn designs 
around more quickly and explore network design and cost options more easily.” 

By employing Bentley technology, Huntsville Utilities expects its new GIS to substantially improve not 
only engineering productivity, but also as-built data integrity and access to up-to-date engineering 
documentation through Bentley Geospatial Server. In time, the Bentley GIS will be integrated with the 
concurrent implementation of SAP.  

For more information about Bentley’s solution for electric, gas and multi-utilities visit 
http://www.bentley.com/Electric.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Kineo CAM’s Collision Detector Library, KCD™ Chosen for CMM Software Applications 
30 January 2009 

Kineo CAM announced the signature of another corporate agreement with a global software editor to 
provide him with its collision checker library. 

In the frame of this agreement Kineo CAM has granted a license for the integration of KCD™ within all 
commercial software related to CMM applications. CMM stands for Co-ordinate Measuring Machine 
and designates systems and robots able to perform various tasks such as scanning, probing, measuring 
and inspecting 3D objects and surfaces. 

“With KCD™ we expect to enhance the capability of our partner’s software solutions to always answer 
his customers’ needs moving toward higher performances and more features that require an intensive 
use of collision detection” explains Laurent Maniscalco, CEO of Kineo CAM. 

Kineo Collision Detector KCD™ is the high efficiency collision detector from Kineo CAM. It comes as 
a software library, which allows an easy integration through its C++ programming API; using 3D 
geometrical data, KCD™ compares two lists of geometrical objects and quickly returns a series of 
results such as interferences and distances. 

In digital 3D mock-up, KCD™ performs static or dynamic clash analysis. For robotic monitoring, 
KCD™ provides continuous collision avoidance. 

To see more about KCD™: http://www.kineocam.com/kcd.php  

Click here to return to Contents 

PTC® CoCreate® Helps ARRI Maintain Foothold in Hollywood 
4 February 2009 

PTC announced that ARRI, internationally renowned film camera specialists, used CoCreate 
Modeling™ to design the quietest 16 mm film camera on the market. CoCreate is PTC's explicit 
modeling and data management software that provides companies with a lightweight and flexible 
approach to designing products. For the past 22 years, ARRI has used CoCreate Modeling™ and 
CoCreate Model Manager™ for ultimate design flexibility and efficient project management of all its 
products. PTC partner, TECHSOFT, provides ARRI with full-service CAD support.  

ARRI Austria was founded in Vienna, in 1986, as the research and development center for film cameras 

http://www.hsvutil.org/
http://www.bentley.com/Electric
http://www.kineocam.com/kcd.php
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and accessories for Munich-based Arnold & Richter. Today, ARRI cameras are used by most every 
renowned film studio in the world. Because technology, electronics and optics continue to change 
significantly within short time periods, ARRI develops 80-90% of each new camera from scratch. The 
design team makes radical changes to new models from concept until shortly before the camera goes to 
market. The CoCreate explicit modeling approach provides the flexibility required to execute this design 
strategy. 

Using CoCreate Modeling, the team created the highly-customized ARRI 416 with less than 20 db(A), 
making it the quietest 16 mm film camera available. The team made the camera remarkably compact, 
light weight and service friendly. A prototype was tested under extreme conditions, including 
temperatures varying from -20° F to 110° F, with up to 95% humidity. The 416 was then thoroughly 
tested by cameramen in a film studio and on various locations, which led to further last minute 
modifications.  

"A film camera must be completely reliable when highly-paid Hollywood stars are on set," said Josef 
Handler, head of design at ARRI. "The explicit modeling approach from PTC gives us the flexibility we 
need to quickly and easily make last-minute changes, which is imperative for brand new designs like the 
416." 

"CoCreate Modeling optimally supports the modification-intensive development of innovative new 
products," said Martin Neumueller, CoCreate product management director. "The ARRI 416 exemplifies 
the importance of using the right CAD system for your design strategy." 

About ARRI Austria 

The ARRI Group is the world's largest manufacturer and supplier of motion picture cameras, digital 
intermediate and lighting equipment. The ARRI Group headquarters in Munich, Germany, house the 
research, design, assembly and testing departments as well as management, sales and service. Local 
sales and service is provided by ARRI Group subsidiaries in the United States, Canada, United 
Kingdom, Australia, Italy and Austria, while a network of forty agencies across the globe offers further 
professional service and distribution. For its innovative products the ARRI Group has been awarded 
thirteen scientific and engineering awards by the Academy of Motion Pictures, Arts and Sciences 
(Oscar) as well as numerous other prizes  

Click here to return to Contents 

Rieter Argentina Deploys Infor EAM for its Maintenance Operations 
2 February 2009 

Infor announced that Rieter Automotive Argentina, a manufacturer of acoustic and thermal products for 
the automotive industry, has implemented Infor EAM. The solution will help Rieter automate its asset 
management practices, particularly with preventive maintenance tasks in their processing plant in 
Argentina. Infor EAM will also help improve plant reliability through predictive maintenance tasks, 
including oil analysis and infrared thermal imaging programs. Rieter's evaluation process considered 
factors such as local presence, domain experience, implementation costs and duration, and total cost of 
ownership. 

Prior to deploying Infor EAM, Rieter relied on Microsoft Excel spreadsheets and an internally 
developed software application, which did not fully meet Rieter's requirements and was difficult to use. 
Now, it uses the Infor EAM system to perform all maintenance operations and to analyze historical data 
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to drive more effective activities, resource allocation and decision making. Infor EAM also provides 
Rieter's workforce with visibility into repair records and equipment modifications to improve 
productivity. 

Another issue Rieter had to solve was that their maintenance tasks were not properly organized - 
preventive work was not scheduled, tasks were not tracked accurately and therefore actions were mainly 
corrective. 

"In order to increase our equipment reliability, it is very important that our preventive maintenance 
activities are well organized and recorded," states Lucas Prola, maintenance leader, Rieter Argentina. 
"Infor EAM allows us to track all maintenance activities and costs, thus keeping historic records to share 
best practices and improve decision-making. We can also easily incorporate our legacy data into the 
system, preserving our past knowledge and experiences. Infor EAM will help us improve our 
productivity, and in turn reduce costly downtime." 

The automotive industry must comply with strict standards and specifications. Rieter acoustic and 
thermal products have to fulfill the quality standard ISO/TS 19649, which is required by its main 
customers including Toyota, Renault, Fiat, and Peugeot. 

Many automotive manufacturers require suppliers to complete a quality performance audit and maintain 
ISO and TS quality certifications. The automotive business-specific capabilities built into Infor EAM 
allow Rieter to meet these strict quality requirements and reduce the overall cost of quality. 

"The automotive industry is a main industrial sector in Argentina, exporting more than half of its 
production. Therefore, international standards and global considerations are very important issues for 
automotive suppliers and manufacturers," said Robert Faricy, senior vice president, Latin America, 
Infor. "In order to be competitive, companies like Rieter need to manage their assets in a way that results 
in increased productivity, reduced downtime and ensures better compliance with industry certification 
and safety standards." 

For more information on Infor EAM solutions, please visit http://www.infor.com/solutions/eam/.  

About Rieter 

Rieter is an industrial group based in Winterthur, Switzerland, and operating on a global scale. Formed 
in 1795, the company is a leading supplier to the textile and automotive industries. Rieter has a presence 
in 20 countries with some 70 manufacturing facilities and has a total worldwide workforce of 
approximately 15 500 employees. As a partner and supplier to automotive manufacturers, Rieter 
Automotive Systems develops and manufactures components, modules and total systems for acoustic 
comfort and thermal management in motor vehicles. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Spijkstaal Elektro Selects Siemens PLM Software’s Teamcenter Express and Solid Edge 
2 February 2009 

Siemens PLM Software announced that Spijkstaal Elektro BV (Spijkstaal), a producer of electric 
vehicles, has selected Solid Edge® and Teamcenter® Express software for its 3D digital design and 
product data management, respectively. 

Spijkstaal, which specializes in building prototypes, manufactures close to 500 electric vehicles per year. 
Spijkstaal products are used mainly at flower auctions, airports, car factories, manufacturing companies, 

http://www.infor.com/solutions/eam/
http://www.siemens.com/plm
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hospitals, care institutions and local amenities all over Europe. Since Spijkstaal often produces a limited 
number of vehicles of each prototype design, computer-aided design (CAD) is viewed as a critical 
business process. 

Solid Edge will allow Spijkstaal to migrate from 2D to 3D design, and Teamcenter Express will enhance 
collaboration within the company and across its global enterprise. Spijkstaal selected Siemens PLM 
Software’s product portfolio due to its wide use and success in the industry, and strong partner 
collaboration capabilities, which are required in designing electric vehicles. 

“One of the major advantages of Siemens PLM Software’s Solid Edge and Teamcenter Express is that 
the systems are compatible with those of our partners,” said Wim Heijboer, general manager, Spijkstaal 
Elektro. “Solid Edge allows us to work much more accurately; for example we can tell early on in the 
design phase whether a component will fit or not. It is a real pleasure to design in 3D, previously, when 
designing in 2D we often encountered unexpected problems in the production plant. 

“Siemens PLM Software’s technology combined with the excellent implementation and training of our 
designers provided by CADCenter, made this the best solution for Spijkstaal,” added Heijboer. 

CADCenter BV, a Siemens PLM Software solution partner, oversaw the implementation. 

“We have seen an increased interest in 3D design, due to the obvious impact it has on productivity,” said 
Edwin Severijn, vice president and managing director Benelux, Siemens PLM Software. “3D design 
offers many advantages and it dramatically helps customers meet the challenge of turning more ideas 
into successful products. We are convinced that the Spijkstaal designers will take full benefit to bring 
better products to market faster.” 

The first prototypes that Spijkstaal designed with Solid Edge are an electric refuse collection vehicle and 
automatic electric vehicles, which will be shipped to Abu Dhabi.  

“During the design phase, we collaborate with many partners across different countries. Components are 
designed, produced and assembled in different locations but thanks to Solid Edge and Teamcenter 
Express there is never a doubt whether these components will fit,” added Heijboer. 

Solid Edge with synchronous technology is the core CAD component of the Velocity Series™ portfolio 
and incorporates Siemens PLM Software’s new history-free, feature-based design technology. 
Teamcenter Express is the collaborative product data management (cPDM) component of the Velocity 
Series. 

About Spijkstaal Elektro BV 

Spijkstaal Elektro B.V. is an independent Dutch company with annual sales of approximately € 10 
million. Each year the company produces about 500 electric vehicles for sale in the Netherlands and 
various other European countries. Spijkstaal products are used mainly at flower auctions, airports, car 
factories, manufacturing companies, hospitals, care institutions and municipalities. 

Spijkstaal is based at Spijkenisse in the Netherlands, in an ultra-modern building with maximum 
attention to quality, efficiency, working conditions and the environment. Spijkstaal currently employs 
approximately 75 people in different areas of specialization. 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Toyota Continues Strategic Partnership Using LMS Imagine.Lab AMESim full Vehicle Energy 
Management Studies 
30 January 2009 

LMS announced that Toyota has extended its strategic partnership with LMS International to full vehicle 
thermal management analyses. The LMS engineering team will provide Toyota with three vehicle 
energy management flow simulators for three different vehicles: the Toyota Corolla, the hybrid Toyota 
Prius, and the new micro-four-seater, the Toyota IQ. With these new dedicated simulators, Toyota will 
be able to investigate heat management strategies and architectures using one-dimensional simulation 
extremely early in the development cycle. This will let Toyota study the direct influence of design 
changes on fuel consumption as well as CO2 emissions and, in the end, significantly reduce the number 
of physical prototypes. 

Many engineers at Toyota already use LMS Imagine.Lab AMESim to create and share early design 
stage models. Toyota particularly appreciates the groundbreaking thermal management work they have 
done using LMS Imagine.Lab AMESim as well as the sophisticated and complete libraries and models 
from the dedicated LMS Vehicle Thermal Management automotive applications. Engineering ideas can 
be visualized within LMS Imagine.Lab AMESim to create straightforward multi-functional one-
dimensional vehicle thermal mock-ups that are readily available for various engineering teams. It is not 
uncommon that the first preliminary studies have been signed-off well before the engine is even 
available. In this sense, the LMS Imagine. Lab AMESim solution offers tangible cost and time savings. 

This is not the first time that LMS Imagine and Toyota have worked in this area. Toyota started using 
LMS Imagine.Lab AMESim in 2000 for diesel injector development. This was followed by a successful 
lubrication overview project and several engine thermal management projects. In 2007, the Toyota 
successfully modeled a full vehicle energy management flow for the Toyota Avensis using LMS’ 
engineering expertise. This project, which led to the current full three-vehicle energy management study 
project, included creating a set of libraries including all subsystems used by the simulators. Based on 
this project, the current full vehicle energy management flow project includes a post-processing tool to 
create an energy flow distribution chart, and interface development with Toyota database TEPS. 

"LMS’ strong position and professional expertise in vehicle thermal management simulation definitely 
helps us design innovative vehicles that fit market demands and match Toyota’s brand value," stated Mr. 
Yamada, Assistant Manager of Vehicle System Engineering Dept. R&D Group1 at Toyota. "Thanks to 
LMS Imagine.Lab AMESim, Toyota can gain a competitive advantage in regards to energy management 
issues and create real innovative engineering approaches.”  

Click here to return to Contents 

Weichai Power Improves Cross Functional and Departmental Collaboration with PTC Windchill 
2 February 2009 

PTC announced that Weichai Power, one of the largest diesel engine manufacturers in China, has been 
able to optimize and streamline its product development processes using PTC’s Windchill PDMLink® 
and Windchill ProjectLink™ solutions. The deployment of Windchill has improved cross-functional and 
departmental collaboration involving both engineers and other corporate users. Weichai Power’s 
deployment of Windchill ProjectLink and Windchill PDMLink into a PTC Product Development 
System (PDS) extends its current use of PTC solutions which has included Pro/ENGINEER® and 
Pro/INTRALINK® for the last five years.  

http://www.ptc.com/
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“The automobile industry currently needs to reduce product development time while maximizing 
productivity management and advancing quality control,” said Xu Xinyu, chief information officer, 
Weichai Power. “Given the intense competition in the diesel engine and powertrain market, the PTC 
PDS has become our key competitive advantage to ensure quick response to customer demands and 
collaboration with partners.”  

Weichai Power purchased PTC Windchill to meet its expanding collaboration needs in product 
development. Windchill was implemented incrementally, starting with Windchill ProjectLink for project 
collaboration and Windchill PDMLink for product data management. Windchill enabled Weichai Power 
to significantly enhance its productivity and effectiveness by providing a central source of information 
for products being designed and manufactured. It also unified the production teams working 
concurrently across various departments while providing strict configuration and change management 
functions with powerful automated workflows. The result is a shortened product design cycle, higher 
quality products and lower costs.  

With improved product lifecycle management capabilities, Weichai Power users were able to share 
historic data, 2D drawings and 3D models, test specifications as well as BOM data in a single integrated 
platform for content and process management, enabling consistency and accuracy. Within months, 
Weichai Power achieved 98% of BOM data accuracy, leading to reduction in errors during the design 
and manufacturing processes, thereby bringing its powertrains to the market place faster.  

“We’re seeing significant improvements in our processes using PTC Windchill capabilities such as 
BOM data management,” said Mr. Han Lisheng, PDM project manager of Weichai Power. “Our product 
development team highly depends on the collaboration technologies to deliver their work. With 
Windchill, we can control the information and manage the development process throughout the lifecycle 
of a product.”  

“We are pleased to see the successful deployment of our Product Development System at Weichai 
Power. We have shared a very close working partnership with Weichai Power over the years,” said 
Prayush Saraswat, director of automotive product and market strategy, PTC. “We are confident that PTC 
will continue to support Weichai Power in its key business demands for innovative products and faster 
time-to-market.”  

Click here to return to Contents 

Product News 
Agilent Technologies Introduces Million-Bit-Per-Minute Channel Simulator for Signal Integrity 
3 February 2009 

Agilent Technologies Inc. introduced a million-bit-per-minute signal integrity channel simulator for 
multigigabit chip-to-chip data link design. The Channel Simulator -- part of Agilent’s Advanced Design 
System (ADS) EDA software platform -- allows an interactive eye measurement from channel 
simulations inside the ADS signal integrity design and analysis environment.  

“With a throughput that’s a thousand times faster than SPICE, it is now practical to make changes to the 
channel or the transmit-and-receive equalization and see eye measurement results instantaneously,” said 
Colin Warwick, signal integrity product manager with Agilent’s EEsof EDA division. “The Channel 
Simulator is unique because it allows our customers to build the model from regular ADS circuit- and 

http://www.weichai.com/
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physical-level components. They can access tuning, optimization and batch mode -- all from an intuitive 
user interface.”  

The most common applications for the ADS Channel Simulator are design and verification of chip-to-
chip multigigabit/s serial links. These are found in almost all consumer and enterprise digital products 
produced today -- from laptop computers to data center servers to telecommunication switching centers 
to Internet routers. At the very high data rates at which these links operate, signal-integrity engineers 
must take into account physical phenomena such as impedance mismatch, reflections, electromagnetic 
coupling, crosstalk and microwave frequency attenuation due to the skin effect and dielectric loss 
tangent.  

The ADS Channel Simulator allows signal integrity engineers to address these challenges by performing 
“what-if” design space exploration. To aid this workflow, ADS Channel Simulator uses impulse 
response analysis to automatically extract a fast, linear FIR model from any combination of ADS circuit-
level and physical-level components. This results in simulation throughputs of more than a million bits 
per minute. Fast eye measurement lets signal-integrity engineers interactively produce the resulting eye 
measurements -- and optimize transmit and receive equalization -- in serial links such as PCI Express®, 
USB 3.0 and 10-gigabit Ethernet.  

Agilent’s Advanced Design System is a powerful electronic design automation platform. It offers 
complete integration to designers of multigigabit/s serial links; consumer and commercial wireless 
electronic products, such as mobile phones, wireless networking and GPS; and radar and satellite 
communications systems.  

Additional information is available at http://www.agilent.com/find/eesof-ads2008_t-c-simulator.  

See Agilent’s Advanced Design System and Channel Simulator for signal integrity applications at 
DesignCon 2009, Booth 305.  

U.S. Pricing and Availability  

Agilent’s Channel Simulator will be available as part of the Advanced Design System 2009 release, 
available in mid-February. The Channel Simulator is offered as part of both the legacy E8885 
Convolution Simulator and its successor, the new W2302 Transient Convolution Element in Agilent’s 
Advanced Design System. Prices start at approximately $26,000.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Arena Solutions Announces Winter '09 Release of Arena With New Arena-SolidWorks Integration 
3 February 2009 

Arena Solutions announced it will go live with its new Arena Winter '09 release on Sunday, February 
15, 2009. With more than 30 new enhancements -- including the new Arena-SolidWorks Integration -- 
the Winter '09 release strengthens the position of Arena as the central hub of the product development 
process, connecting with systems like CAD, EDA, PDM and ERP, and simplifying how product 
information is shared across organizations and throughout the supply chain, without imposing overhead, 
demanding changes in workflow or requiring heavy investments in consulting and customization.  

The new integration enables engineers to access and update the latest product information in Arena -- 
and share updates with key stakeholders in engineering, operations, purchasing, quality, contract 
manufacturing and the supply chain -- without having to leave the SolidWorks design environment. 

http://www.agilent.com/find/eesof-ads2008_t-c-simulator
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From within the SolidWorks application, for example, engineers can now assign new intelligent part 
numbers and link SolidWorks parts, assemblies, configurations or drawings to new or existing Arena 
items. They also can update linked Arena items with information from SolidWorks properties. Using the 
Arena-SolidWorks Integration, these manufacturers can reduce the risk of product record disparity, 
make earlier and better-informed decisions, avoid scrap and rework and significantly improve 
productivity by streamlining the hand-off of important product information.  

"SolidWorks and Arena are both critical to our business' success, and this integration is like a marriage 
of two best-of-breed systems. As a new Arena customer, we're excited to use the integration from the 
start, to make sure our data is in order from day one," said Todd DeVore, director of product 
development and quality at AcuTemp Thermal Systems, which delivers high-performance temperature 
management solutions for the pharmaceutical, biomedical and logistics markets. "Anything that 
promises to reduce time spent doing manual, error-prone and time-consuming data entry and that, 
frankly, lets our engineers be engineers, will be embraced by users and will have tangible benefits for 
our counterparts in operations and the organization as a whole. We believe that will certainly have a 
positive impact on us getting our products to market on time and on budget."  

"A tool like Arena is most effective when high-quality data is fed into it -- after all, that's the data that 
operations teams use to get their products to market. If their engineering counterparts are reluctant to 
enter design and change information -- because doing so would require double work -- the whole system 
breaks down," said Marc Escobosa, vice president of product design at Arena Solutions. "By letting 
engineers enter information one time, in one place, from within the SolidWorks design environment 
where they spend all of their time, the Arena-SolidWorks Integration goes a long way toward removing 
the roadblocks to a clean, complete, up-to-date product record."  

On Thursday, February 5, 2009, from 10 to 11 a.m. Pacific, Arena Solutions will host a one-hour 
webcast to demonstrate how the Winter '09 release, with the new Arena-SolidWorks Integration, helps 
companies meet and exceed their time, cost and quality objectives when bringing products to market. 
Registration, which is required for all attendees, is currently underway at 
http://www.arenasolutions.com/winter09. 

In addition, Arena Solutions will be demonstrating the new Winter '09 release of Arena software and the 
Arena-SolidWorks Integration at the SolidWorks World 2009 Conference, February 8-11, 2009 in 
Orlando, Fla. Show attendees can come to the Arena booth (#305) to learn more about how Arena, in 
conjunction with SolidWorks software, simplifies how product information is shared across 
organizations and throughout the supply chain. Along with software demonstrations, Arena experts, who 
have helped hundreds of manufacturers improve the way they bring products to market, will conduct 
complimentary 20-minute, one-on-one business process improvement consultations. Each session will 
center on the individual's company's particular challenges and offer concrete advice about how to solve 
pressing product development issues and transform internal and external product communications. 
Space is limited and consultation appointments must be booked in advance by emailing Sheryl Johnson 
at sjohnson@arenasolutions.com with your name, title, company name, industry and the product 
development challenges you wish to discuss. Arena will respond to arrange individual appointment 
times. For those not attending the conference, Arena will also schedule a limited number of 
complimentary telephone consultations on a first-come, first-served basis.  

Click here to return to Contents 
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Autodesk Announces Inventor Fusion Technology 
4 February 2009 

Autodesk unveiled its plans for Autodesk Inventor Fusion Technology, new Digital Prototyping 
technology that unites the power and control of parametric, history-based modeling with the ease of use 
and productivity advantages of direct, history-free modeling. 

"Just as manufacturers need both 3D and 2D design tools, we believe manufacturers need the full power 
of both parametric, history-based modeling and direct modeling," said Andrew Anagnost, vice president 
of CAD/CAE for Autodesk Manufacturing Solutions. "Customers shouldn't have to make a choice. 

Inventor Fusion Technology is a unique approach that enables the coexistence of both these modeling 
approaches within a single digital model." 

Only Inventor Fusion Technology delivers bidirectional parametric and direct workflows. This 
technology provides a for companies that need to make rapid changes to a design through direct 
manipulation, but also have many years worth of feature- and history-based data and design intent that 
they need to access, use and maintain. This advancement enables users to adopt the modeling approach 
that is most appropriate to the task at hand. 

Using Inventor Fusion Technology, designers and engineers can explore what-if scenarios and make 
rapid design changes without the limitations of feature order, dependencies or the original 3D CAD 
system used to create the design. 

By removing unnecessary steps for users to capture and express their design ideas, Inventor Fusion 
Technology redefines ease of use. Context-sensitive, point-of-access tools present only what is needed 
right at the cursor, thus moving the user's attention from toolbars and dialog boxes and refocusing it on 
directly manipulating their digital prototypes. 

"Many companies are seeking to take advantage of direct modeling in certain situations," said Anagnost. 
"Meanwhile, parametric, history-based modeling continues to be relevant and important. Inventor 
Fusion Technology is an exciting new step in realizing the promise of Digital Prototyping, bringing a 
new level of ease of use and productivity gain to an even broader group of manufacturers." 

Autodesk intends to offer a free* download of Inventor Fusion Technology Preview on Autodesk Labs 
later this year. For more information, please visit http://www.inventorfusion.com. 
* Free products are subject to the terms and conditions of the end-user license agreement that 
accompanies download of the software. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Autodesk Takes 3D Design and Documentation to Next Level with AutoCAD 2010 
5 February 2009 

Autodesk, Inc. has announced the release of AutoCAD 2010 software. Autodesk also announced the 
2010 AutoCAD family of discipline-specific software and AutoCAD LT 2010 software for professional 
drafting and detailing. The latest release of AutoCAD introduces new capabilities to help users tackle 
their most challenging design problems, including free-form design tools, parametric drawing and 
enhanced PDF support, a top request from Autodesk User Group International (AUGI) members. 

"For years I've relied on AutoCAD to increase efficiency throughout our company, and each new release 

http://www.inventorfusion.com/
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brings features that help us work that much faster," said Jay Miller, principal and CAD manager at BHB 
Consulting Engineers. "Some of the ingenious new features in AutoCAD 2010, like Parametric drawing 
tools and PDF enhancements, offer real time savings and help make my job easier."  

AutoCAD 2010 provides even more power and innovation to help users document, communicate, 
explore and customize design ideas. With new free-form design tools, users can more easily explore 
ideas in 3D models to create almost any shape they can imagine. New PDF import and underlay and 
enhanced publishing features can improve two-way communication with the extended design team. In 
addition, the introduction of constraint-based parametric drawing tools enables users to define persistent 
relationships between objects, accelerating crucial design revision workflows. AutoCAD 2010 now also 
supports 3D printing, which makes it easy to produce physical 3D models and physical prototypes by 
connecting to on-demand 3D printing services or personal 3D printers. 

"Providing customers with the powerful 3D design tools that enable them to stretch the limits of their 
creativity was our priority for the 2010 release of AutoCAD," said Guri Stark, vice president, AutoCAD 
and Platform Products Business Unit. "To the AutoCAD software portfolio we've added highly 
requested features from customers, like enhanced capabilities with the PDF file format in AutoCAD, and 
new 2D commands for AutoCAD LT. Taken together, the new version of AutoCAD provides the power 
and flexibility our customers have been demanding to take their documentation and design further."  

Industry Solutions for the AutoCAD 2010 Family of Products 

The updated AutoCAD 2010 software portfolio includes the following industry-specific applications 
built on the AutoCAD platform:  

AutoCAD Architecture 2010 software brings a variety of feature enhancements designed to help 
improve overall workflow, usability and interoperability including a new, more streamlined user 
interface that offers optimized desktop organization, a larger drawing window and quicker access to 
tools and commands.  

AutoCAD Civil 2010 adds a variety of feature enhancements that help civil engineering technicians, 
drafters, and surveyors complete projects faster including a streamlined user interface, a more complete 
field to finish surveying workflow, and roadway intersection modeling.  

AutoCAD Electrical 2010 is purpose-built to accelerate the creation of electrical control systems. Now 
with a streamlined design environment and the new "one-line" circuit symbol library, it can increase the 
productivity of control engineers even more. Enhancements to the powerful Circuit Builder tool enable 
designers to analyze the energy efficiency of circuits and make "green" engineering decisions. 
AutoCAD Map 3D 2010 software is a leading engineering solution for creating and managing spatial 
data. 

AutoCAD Map 3D 2010 includes new survey functionality, enhanced data analysis capabilities, and a 
new workflow framework.  

AutoCAD Mechanical 2010 enables mechanical designers and drafters to simplify complex mechanical 
design work and produce consistent results on the shop floor. Now with even more intelligent drafting 
features for automating common design tasks, it offers significant productivity gains and saves countless 
hours of design time. New features include a streamlined design environment and bills of material 
enhancements. 

AutoCAD MEP 2010 software provides a variety of new features providing mechanical, electrical, and 
plumbing professionals with improved ease of use, richer design content and better construction 



CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 56 

documentation. 

Enhancements include more improved performance capabilities, the availability of new sloped piping 
tools and content enhancements offering more piping options, and the ability to more easily create 
block-based MvParts from solids and mass elements. AutoCAD P&ID 2010 enables users to create, 
modify and manage piping and instrumentation diagrams. AutoCAD P&ID 2010 now includes an 
enhanced user interface, curved schematic lines, and project setup enhancements. 

The latest release of AutoCAD LT 2010, professional 2D drafting and detailing software, incorporates 
PDF input and output enhancements, additional 2D drafting commands for viewing and editing 
drawings, and 2D drafting tools from AutoCAD to help increase productivity, including the ALIGN, 
Xref and Block Attribute commands.  

Autodesk Design Review 2010 software is also available as a free* download to users of any Autodesk 
product including the AutoCAD 2010 family of products. 

With tools to review, mark up, and measure documents, Design Review enables team members to 
participate in an all-digital design review process. The latest release makes the review process seamless, 
with updates that support viewing and markup of PDF files.  

Availability 

Product availability varies by country. Details and purchasing options will be accessible beginning 
March 24, 2009, at http://www.autodesk.com/autocad.  
*Free products are subject to the terms and conditions of the end-user license agreement that 
accompanies download of the software. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Browzwear Takes Comprehensive Approach with 3D Virtual Prototyping Implementation Solution 
and New Products 
5 February 2009 

Browzwear International launches a comprehensive 3D virtual prototyping implementation solution. 
Leveraging its experience in the fashion industry, Browzwear will provide full 3D project management 
including consulting, implementation, support and training. As part of the initiative, Browzwear 
launches V-Viewer and V-Styler, new applications that expand the effect of 3D design and 
communication to all involved parties throughout the entire product lifecycle.  

To facilitate effective implementation of Browzwear's technology, customers will now have direct 
access to a large pool of skilled professionals with experience in the fashion industry and a profound 
understanding in 3D virtual prototyping process. This new approach proactively engages fashion firms 
on the advantages of 3D fashion design technology such as cutting sampling costs by 70%, shortening 
concept-to-shelf time by half, overcoming communication barriers, and integrating 3D virtualization in 
marketing material.  

"To answer market demands for a more comprehensive solution, we developed the 'learn, plan and 
implement' approach to the 3D technology migration process." Says Browzwear's CEO, Aviela Sherbu-
Cohen, a fashion industry veteran, "Browzwear was the first to introduce 3D fashion design software 
and has since become a well known name in the industry. Customers can now enjoy the benefit of our 
vast experience and our network of strategic partnerships within the fashion industry." 

http://www.autodesk.com/autocad
http://www.browzwear.com/
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Delcam Launches NC-Checker for Machine Tool Verification 
4 February 2009 

Delcam has launched NC-Checker, a new program to undertake in-process verification of the 
performance of a wide range of commonly-used machine tools.   NC-Checker provides a way to confirm 
the accuracy of the machine with standard probing equipment.  It can be used before machining starts to 
confirm that the equipment has been set up correctly and then applied during the production run to 
detect any movements out of tolerance that might have been caused by, for example, wear or 
temperature changes. 

The user must first use NC-Checker to calibrate the probe and the machine tool setup against a known 
artefact, normally a sphere or a set of three spheres.  The software then generates a series of probing and 
performance tests for regular use to ensure that the machine is operating as it should.  This process takes 
many more measurements than are typically used for checks with a macro on the machine tool control 
and so offers much greater confidence in the results obtained. 

The NC-Checker test routine can be applied at various stages during a production run.  The frequency 
that is needed will vary depending on the value of the parts, the complexity of the shapes and the 
accuracy that is required.  Clearly, more regular checks will be needed when producing more expensive 
or more complex components with stricter tolerances. 

All the results can be archived to provide a traceable history of the performance of each machine.  Any 
deterioration in performance over time can be detected, possibly signalling the need to schedule 
maintenance work, even before any out-of-tolerance parts have been produced. 

NC-Checker can also be used after any problems in machining, such as might result from a tool 
breakage or from a collision with a part that has been loaded incorrectly.  It can again provide a quick 
confirmation on whether or not the production run can continue with high confidence in the quality and 
accuracy of the finished parts. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Dimensional Control Systems Inc. (DCS) announces a Software Development Partnership Agreement 
with SIMULIA 
3 February 2009 

Dimensional Control Systems Incorporated (DCS) announced the signing of a software development 
partnership agreement with SIMULIA, the Dassault Systèmes brand for realistic simulation. The 
purpose of this agreement is to allow for the interoperability between DCS’s 3DCS FEA Compliant 
Modeler (CM) Software solution and Abaqus finite element analysis (FEA) software from SIMULIA. 
3DCS FEA CM is an add-on module to the 3DCS tolerance simulation software, including 3DCS for 
CATIA V5 and 3DCS SA (Multi-CAD).The collaboration with SIMULIA builds upon the existing 
relationship between DCS and Dassault Systèmes to further provide customers within the Design and 
Manufacturing Industries, such as automotive, aerospace, consumer goods and high-tech, with 
unmatched capabilities for achieving dimensional integrity and product quality for non-rigid, 
“compliant” assemblies. 

http://www.simulia.com/
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Traditional variation analysis methods are considered to be "rigid-body" or "non-compliant" modeling; 
meaning that every part within the assembly does not flex or would not be distorted through an assembly 
process such as welding, clamping or unclamping of an assembly fixture. 

While this might be the case with a few machined components, most commodities/materials like sheet 
metal, plastics, aluminum, etc. can be heavily influenced through the manufacturing processes (both 
fabrication and assembly), thus changing the dimensional integrity or shape of the part/assembly. 
Abaqus FEA software is used to determine the stresses and displacements in mechanical objects and 
systems, and is the basis for this advancement in predictive analysis. 3DCS FEA Compliant Modeler 
utilizes FEA methods to accurately simulate variation of compliant parts and assemblies within the 3D 
Variation Analysis model. 

"Expanding our relationship with Dassault Systèmes to access simulation capabilities from SIMULIA 
provides significant benefits to users of both 3DCS and Abaqus," says Robert Kaphengst, CEO and 
President of Dimensional Control Systems. "Setting up a 3DCS work flow sequence with Abaqus for 
incorporating the effects of FEA analysis data within a 3DCS tolerance model becomes very 
straightforward. It ensures that engineers will spend less time in administration of various files between 
the two products. Variation Analysts can now more efficiently and accurately analyze the affects of 
variation within non-rigid assemblies.” 

"The partnership with DCS is part of our ongoing strategy to expand the Dassault Systèmes partner 
ecosystem to include best-in-class simulation solutions for a comprehensive range of applications,” 
commented Tom Battisti, Director Alliances, SIMULIA. "With this partnership and the product plan for 
3DCS FEA Compliant Modeler in place, our joint customers can look forward to tighter integration 
between 3DCS and Abaqus." 

About Dimensional Control Systems Inc. (DCS) 

DCS is a provider of Dimensional Engineering Consulting Services and Software Solutions. DCS is a 
source of acclaimed 3-D tolerance analysis technology. DCS has been supplying organizations 
worldwide with fullservice, “turnkey” Dimensional Quality Solutions.  

Click here to return to Contents 

MachineWorks v6.6 Introduces a New Graphics Engine 
4 February 2009 

Sheffield-based MachineWorks Ltd, supplier of CNC simulation and verification software solutions has 
released MachineWorks™ v6.6, which includes a completely new high-performance graphics engine.  

Performance is a recurrent feature on CAM developers wish lists. MachineWorks’ latest release has 
achieved a significant improvement in the speed of the simulation thanks to our efficient new graphics 
engine. Version v6.6 allows not only OpenGL to be supported but also DirectX10.  

Some of our partners have commented favourably on the speed of the new version: “After porting to the 
MachineWorks 6.6 libraries we were amazed at the speed of the simulation as compared to the 6.5 
libraries.  Many test cases were run with an average speed improvement of 35%, with some test cases 
running 5 times faster”, says Bob Schultz from NCCS, a 5-axis CAM solution provider. www.nccs.com 

For more information on our release v6.6 go to www.machineworks.com 

Click here to return to Contents 
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MapleSim Japanese Edition to Bring Cost and Time Benefits to Engineers in Japan 
2 February 2009 

MapleSim™ from Maplesoft™, is now available in a Japanese Edition. It is a high-performance multi-
domain modeling and simulation tool, which reduces the time required to bring products to market by 
using physical modeling techniques. 

“With speed and efficiency driving all business decisions globally, MapleSim couldn’t have come at a 
better time,” said Jim Cooper, president and CEO of Maplesoft. “Japan is a critical and fast growing 
market for us and MapleSim’s undeniable value proposition will allow engineers here to take advantage 
of a technology that will supercharge the modeling and simulation process of engineering projects.” 

“With the MapleSim Japanese edition, engineers now have access to a powerful modeling and 
simulation tool, along with the world’s most advanced symbolic computing engine of Maple,” said 
Yoichi Mizoguchi, board member and general manager at Cybernet Systems Co., Ltd., Maplesoft’s 
partner in Japan. “Our important partnership with Maplesoft continues to provide Japanese engineers 
with tools and technology that help them save project time and cost.”  

Visit http://www.maplesoft.com/products/maplesim/index.aspx to learn more about MapleSim. 

Pricing and Availability 
Single user professional licenses of MapleSim are available for ¥ 546,000. Volume and academic 
discounts apply. MapleSim can be purchased by contacting Cybernet Systems at +81 3 5978 5948 or 
infomaple@cybernet.co.jp 

Click here to return to Contents 

Mentor Graphics Delivers Power Integrity Analysis to Address Advanced PCB Systems Design 
Challenges 
3 February 2009 

Mentor Graphics Corporation announced delivery of its HyperLynx® PI (power integrity) product 
addressing the needs of the advanced designers of high performance electronic products. The 
HyperLynx PI product provides easy-to-learn-and-use setup and accurate analysis of today’s power 
plane structures enabling teams to design working power delivery systems while reducing design cycle 
times, prototypes, and manufacturing re-spins, as well as product cost.  

With today’s high performance/density/pin-count ICs, power delivery systems design requires tight 
collaboration between the engineer and layout designer to ensure that clean, sufficient power is 
delivered to the ICs through multiple PCB power and ground structures. Coupled with the HyperLynx 
product suite for signal integrity (SI) analysis and verification, Mentor is now providing users with a 
comprehensive and useable solution for high-performance electronic product design.  

“We have advanced users today that are required to design over 30 power delivery structures into a 
single PCB, driven by the multiple voltage levels and power requirements of their high-performance 
ICs,” said Henry Potts, vice president and general manager of Mentor Graphics Systems Design 
Division. “The design of these structures requires quick and accurate analysis of both DC power drop 
and power noise. With accurate analysis, the power and ground plane structures and de-coupling 
capacitor number, as well as placements, can be determined, thus avoiding over-conservative design and 
higher product cost.”  

http://www.maplesoft.com/products/maplesim/index.aspx
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“It’s hard to escape power integrity design issues in today’s electronic products,” stated Dr. Eric 
Bogatin, president of Bogatin Enterprises, a world-leading provider of signal and power integrity 
training. “They either push the envelope in performance or can’t afford the added cost of over-design 
margin. With the huge range of noise tolerances, impedance targets, and split plane issues, every 
product’s PDN (power distribution network) is custom. HyperLynx PI can help an engineer create cost-
effective design rules for the power delivery network and answer the important ‘what if?’ design 
questions early in the design cycle, bypassing the expensive build-it and test-it route. You can’t beat the 
combination of accuracy, ease-of-use, and transparent integration with the rest of the PCB design flow 
Mentor has built into HyperLynx PI. With these capabilities, engineers can now take the quickest route 
to market with the most cost-effective or highest performing products, and avoid expensive and time-
consuming prototypes and re-spins.”  

The drive to lower power in today’s products has led to high performance ICs using multiple voltage 
levels — some very low. With lower voltages, the DC power and noise margins are very small. This 
creates the need for multiple power delivery structures on a PCB and the need for that power to be 
exceptionally clean. The first issue is defining the power and ground split-planes to avoid excessive 
current densities and DC voltage drop. The HyperLynx PI product provides both pre- and post-layout 
analysis of irregular power and ground plane structures incorporating the exact IC pin locations and 
models. The results of the analysis can be both visual and textual, enabling the designer to quickly 
identify and resolve power and/or ground plane structure problems.  

The second issue is the integrity, or absence of noise of the delivered power. The designer needs to 
determine the number and location of decoupling capacitors and the goal is to save component cost and 
board area by avoiding over-conservative (excessive) use of bypass capacitors. The designer may also 
want to experiment with the PCB fabrication materials and stack-up to determine the best electrical and 
cost solution. The HyperLynx PI product provides accurate analysis of the power integrity, enabling the 
designer to determine the best number, placement and values of the de-coupling capacitors. With this 
information, the designer can perform correct-by-design layout of the power structures and decoupling-
capacitor placements for single-pass power integrity design.  

The HyperLynx PI product is tightly integrated with the HyperLynx SI (signal integrity) product suite to 
provide a comprehensive analysis and verification solution for today’s high performance products. The 
HyperLynx SI product includes complete signal integrity and delay analysis functionality for classical 
parallel (synchronous), advanced-memory (DDR, DDR2, DDR3 - source-synchronous), and SERDES 
serial (asynchronous) bus interconnects. With the HyperLynx products, engineers and designers can 
optimize the performance of their advanced design while avoiding the need for costly prototypes and 
manufacturing re-spins.  

Availability  

The HyperLynx PI product is available now to select customers with pricing starting at $35K with 
general release targeted for first quarter 2009. It integrates with Mentor’s Expedition™ Enterprise, 
PADS® and Board Station® flows, as well as third party PCB design solutions such as Allegro and CR 
5000. For more information and a power integrity technology white paper, go to: 
http://www.mentor.com/hyperlynx  

Click here to return to Contents 
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Processors  
5 February 2009 

Mentor Graphics Corporation announced its MAJIC® Series JTAG Probes now support Sigma Designs’ 
SMP8650 family of Secure Media Processors, including the SMP8654 and SMP8655. Providing an 
intelligent connection between host-based development tools and the SMP family processors, the 
MAJIC probes allow developers to more quickly bring up, program, and debug target applications such 
as High Definition IPTV set-top boxes, video-on-demand (VoD) and voice over IP (VoIP). 

The availability of a robust target connection, such as that offered by the MAJIC probes, is essential in 
the early product development phase when other drivers or standard network interfaces may not yet be 
functional. The probes provide a direct connection and visibility into the embedded processor core, 
otherwise obscured by cache, buses and other peripherals present in modern systems on chip (SoCs). 

The Sigma Designs SMP8654/55 feature two processors--MIPS 4KEc and 24Kf--both accessible over 
JTAG connections. The choice of MAJIC model will depend on which stage of development the user is 
engaged in: 

• MAJIC-MT supports concurrent debug sessions on both cores.  

• MAJIC-LX supports a single debug connection to either core.  

• MAJIC-LT offers the lowest price point, suitable for projects where the only requirement is production 
flash programming.  

The MAJIC-LX and MAJIC-MT probes offer JTAG clock speeds up to 40 MHz for faster download. 
All MAJIC probe models support the prior SMP8634 processor and provide support for multiple debug 
environments, including various GNU GDB variants, also popular for MIPS and Linux development 
environments. 

The MAJIC JTAG probes also include OpenDebug interface software supporting Linux and other 
development environments, as well as memory test utilities with standard test patterns, flash 
programming utilities and the MONice command line debugger. The MONice scripting language 
enables production scripts where a full debug environment is not desirable. 

Availability and Pricing 

Support for MAJIC probe for Sigma Designs SMP8654 and SMP8655 processors is initially available to 
new customers or customers with current support contracts. For more information and pricing for 
Mentor Graphics embedded solutions, please call 1-800-547-3000 or e-mail 
embedded_info@mentor.com  

Click here to return to Contents 

SAP Helps Customers Respond Quickly to Economic Downturn With Introduction of New Modular 
Business Suite 
4 February 2009 

SAP AG unveiled SAP® Business Suite 7 software, a next-generation software suite that helps 
businesses to optimize their performance and reduce IT cost. In the current environment, every 
organization is challenged to focus on short-term business value while preserving a coherent IT 
architecture and landscape. Recognizing this need, the new SAP Business Suite is designed to ease 
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upgrades and help customers reduce IT costs with enhancement packages; gain stronger insights with 
select analytics capabilities from the SAP® BusinessObjects™ portfolio; and achieve end-to-end 
process excellence through the modular deployment of industry best practices and service-oriented 
architecture (SOA).  

Leading analysts agree that such a modular, reduced-risk IT approach not only helps companies remain 
competitive in turbulent economic times, but also positions them to quickly capture business 
opportunities in the recovery.  

Process Excellence Through Industry-Rich Value Scenarios 

Developed in alignment with customers and partners, the new SAP Business Suite introduces industry-
rich value scenarios—end-to-end business processes that focus on industry-specific outcomes that span 
organizational boundaries and application silos. Value scenarios can be implemented in a step-wise 
fashion and deployed as customers need them.  

Retailers, for example, understand that connecting with their customers is mission-critical. With the 
value scenario “inspired shopping experience,” retail CEOs—along with their lines of business 
management—have the ability to better understand shoppers, anticipate their needs and shape the 
customer experience, as well as more effectively leverage point-of-sale operations, loyalty management, 
workforce management and product assortment and pricing.  

Other examples of industry-rich value scenarios include “integrated product development” for discrete 
manufacturing industries, “collaborative demand and supply planning” for high tech and consumer 
products companies, and “integrated sourcing and procurement” for all industries.  

Headquartered in Basel, Switzerland, Roche is one of the world’s leading research-focused healthcare 
groups in the fields of pharmaceuticals and diagnostics. As a long-standing SAP customer, Roche will 
deploy the new SAP Business Suite.  

“The software helps us to achieve cost savings through easier release management and to further 
broaden the functional support in areas like treasury, talent management and supply chain control,” said 
Jennifer Allerton, CIO, Roche. “The ability to better support our Clinical Trial Management will speed 
up the introduction of new medicines for patients.”  

Helping to Reduce Cost and Risk in a Challenging Economy 

To support customers in reducing total cost of ownership (TCO), the new SAP Business Suite delivers 
more than 150 functional innovations through enhancement packages and a synchronized release 
schedule for all applications— SAP® ERP, SAP® Customer Relationship Management, SAP® Supplier 
Relationship Management, SAP® Supply Chain Management and SAP® Product Lifecycle 
Management,, as well as industry applications—across the entire suite. Enhancement packages allow 
customers to select and deploy only the functionality they need without upgrading their solution—
leaving long implementations, upgrades and disintegrated point solutions in the past. With more than 
1,000 live customers and 1,800 downloads, the first three generations of SAP enhancement packages for 
SAP enhancement packages for SAP ERP have proven the benefit of this innovative delivery model (see 
Nov. 12, 2008 press release, titled “Latest Enhancement Package from SAP Delivers Innovation and 
Value to Customers in Challenging Economic Times”). 

“SAP Business Suite software, with the synchronized release strategy and enhancement packages, will 
deliver value by fully supporting our integrated end-to-end business processes,” said Ed Toben, SVP, 
GIT & Business Services, Colgate-Palmolive. “We anticipate that the enhancement package strategy 

http://www.sap.com/solutions/business-suite/erp/index.epx
http://www.sap.com/solutions/business-suite/crm/index.epx
http://www.sap.com/solutions/business-suite/srm/index.epx
http://www.sap.com/solutions/business-suite/srm/index.epx
http://www.sap.com/solutions/business-suite/scm/index.epx
http://www.sap.com/solutions/business-suite/plm/index.epx
http://www.sap.com/solutions/business-suite/plm/index.epx
http://www.sap.com/solutions/business-suite/erp/enhancement_packages.epx
http://www.sap.com/about/newsroom/press.epx?pressid=10414
http://www.sap.com/about/newsroom/press.epx?pressid=10414
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will remove the upgrade barrier and help us to more efficiently deliver the innovation we need for 
continued success. With all components of SAP Business Suite on the same release cycle, the costs 
associated with implementation and testing of new functionality are greatly reduced.”  

SAP Business Suite customers can also drive down their TCO by leveraging the harmonized user 
interfaces that present similar views across the applications of SAP Business Suite to deliver a coherent 
user experience that helps to reduce user training effort and cost. SAP® Enterprise Support services 
further reduce the overall total cost of ownership of the new suite with integrated life-cycle management 
capabilities. Underpinned by SAP® Solution Manager, enterprise edition, SAP Enterprise Support 
accelerates innovation and reduces implementation cycles. With SAP Enterprise Support, customers 
receive direct advice from SAP solution architects and can minimize their modifications, enabling them 
to manage their ongoing operations in a cost-effective manner.  

“SAP Business Suite 7 offers us powerful, differentiated industry-specific functionality and support for 
business processes, which furthers our strategy of IBM as a globally integrated enterprise by linking 
process excellence with our infrastructure capabilities,” said John Leffler, Global SAP Practices Leader, 
IBM Global Business Services. “We are pleased to continue our long-standing relationship with SAP as 
mutual customers and partners. The combined efforts of SAP and IBM deliver superior value to our 
joint customers and we are looking forward to even more collaboration as companies continue to adopt 
and utilize the new SAP Business Suite 7.” 

Insight and Flexibility to Quickly Capture Business Opportunities 

Insight and flexibility are essential in the current economic environment to capture new business 
opportunities, react fast to changing market conditions and drive competitive differentiation. The new 
SAP Business Suite delivers a higher degree of insight by incorporating select analytics capabilities of 
the SAP BusinessObjects portfolio, allowing customers to monitor execution and make sound decisions 
for positive change. The new SAP Business Suite is fully SOA-enabled and provides more than 2,800 
enterprise services for all industries, giving customers enhanced flexibility. The SAP NetWeaver® 
Business Process Management component of the SAP NetWeaver® technology platform allows 
customers to build their own practices without sacrificing process integrity, allowing customers to 
further differentiate in their industry.  

“With the new SAP Business Suite, customers are empowered to quickly embrace change and deploy 
only the solutions that matter most to their business,” said Jim Hagemann Snabe, member of the 
Executive Board of SAP AG. “With industry-rich, end-to-end processes and embedded analytics 
available in one, natively integrated suite, SAP has created a new industry standard that demonstrates 
our commitment to make software better, faster, more cost-effective and more user-friendly for our 
customers.”  

SAP Ecosystem and Partner Momentum 

SAP’s ecosystem enables customers to draw upon the expertise of SAP partners to bring additional 
value to their IT investment through consulting, services and support that help optimize operations. To 
help foster continued value delivery through high-quality, certified professionals and to further facilitate 
co-innovation with industry leaders, SAP also announced that Atos Origin, Capgemini, IBM and Wipro 
have become launch partners for SAP Business Suite. Launch partners for SAP Business Suite 7 will 
commit to providing high-quality certified consulting resources, supporting co-marketing activities and 
participating in product ramp-up. SAP will engage closely with all of the launch partners to drive 
customer success in 2009 For comments from SAP launch partners about SAP Business Suite 7, please 

http://www.sap.com/about/newsroom/press.aspx?pressID=10842
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visit the SAP newsroom. 

To learn more about the strategy behind the new SAP Business Suite, watch an exclusive interview with 
Jim Hagemann Snabe, member of the SAP Executive Board. Visit www.sap-tv.com to view the SAP 
Business Suite 7 retail demo and learn how retailers have the ability to better understand shoppers, 
anticipate their needs and shape the customer experience with SAP Business Suite 7. For more 
information, visit the SAP Business Suite newsroom.  

Click here to return to Contents 

Synopsys Expands DesignWare SuperSpeed USB IP Offering with xHCI Host Controller 
4 February 2009 

Synopsys, Inc. announced the addition of the DesignWare® SuperSpeed USB xHCI Host Controller to 
the complete DesignWare SuperSpeed USB (USB 3.0) IP solution consisting of device and host 
controllers, PHY and verification IP. The complete solution also includes a SuperSpeed USB virtual 
platform and drivers to aid software development. The SuperSpeed USB xHCI Host Controller supports 
the current Extensible Host Controller Interface (xHCI) draft specification, which offers a standardized 
method for communication between USB 3.0 host controllers and the USB 3.0 software stack.  

The DesignWare SuperSpeed USB xHCI Host Controller, operating at 5 Gbps, is targeted at high 
performance netbooks, set-top boxes, digital video recorders, digital TVs, and mobile internet devices 
that want to take advantage of SuperSpeed USB's 10x increase in throughput. To help ensure 
interoperability with multiple operating systems, standard off-the-shelf USB 3.0 xHCI software stack 
drivers can be used with the DesignWare SuperSpeed USB xHCI Host Controller, allowing designers to 
focus on developing differentiated features and spend less effort on software development. Additionally, 
the DesignWare SuperSpeed USB xHCI Host Controller can be configured to support multiple ports, 
enabling designers to implement their required configuration without having to manually modify their 
existing source code. 

"Synopsys is an active member of the USB Implementer Forum, and we commend their continued 
contribution to the advancement of the SuperSpeed USB ecosystem," said Jeff Ravencraft, president and 
chairman, USB Implementers Forum. "The addition of the xHCI Host Controller to the DesignWare 
SuperSpeed USB IP offering will enable Synopsys customers to quickly deploy SuperSpeed USB 
products to the design community." 

The DesignWare SuperSpeed USB xHCI Host Controller is optimized for low power consumption to 
extend product battery life, implementing dual power rails to allow nearly the entire core to be 
completely turned off while in suspend mode. The controller's low power design information is provided 
in the industry standard Unified Power Format (UPF), enabling designers to use the Synopsys' 
Eclypse™ Low Power Solution to automatically implement aggressive power management schemes for 
dynamic and leakage power. 

"As a leading provider of USB IP for nearly a decade, Synopsys continues to develop high quality IP 
that helps designers lower the risk and cost of implementing the latest USB 3.0 connectivity into their 
system-on-chip designs," said John Koeter, vice president of marketing for the Solutions Group at 
Synopsys. "With the addition of the xHCI Host Controller to our DesignWare SuperSpeed USB IP 
offering, designers can turn to a single, trusted vendor for an integrated USB 3.0 IP solution for their 
design needs." 

http://www.sap-tv.com/?a=3909&l=1%20target=
http://www.sap-tv.com/?a=3909&l=1%20target=
http://www.sap-tv.com/
http://www.sap-tv.com/?a=3911&l=1%20target=
http://www.sap-tv.com/?a=3911&l=1%20target=
http://www.sap.com/about/newsroom/topic-rooms/business-suite/index.epx
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Availability 

The DesignWare SuperSpeed USB xHCI Host Controller is scheduled to be available to early customers 
in Q2 2009. For more information on DesignWare USB IP, please visit: 
http://www.synopsys.com/IP/InterfaceIP/USB/Pages/default.aspx  

Click here to return to Contents 

Think3 Releases MoldDesign, the ‘Smart’ Solution for Mold Makers 
3 February 2009 

think3 announces the full availability of MoldDesign, a CAD solution developed for the mold making 
world with specific functions offering high productivity for the considerable work needed to design a 
plastic injection mold. 

MoldDesign covers the whole mold creation process, from Part Analysis and management of very 
complex models of solids and surfaces, to Tooling. With MoldDesign, small and medium companies are 
always able to carry out complex projects. 

The new vertical solution is based on ThinkDesign, which boasts well-known features such as hybrid 
modelling, capable of managing solids and surfaces with absolute transparency; Interactive Solid 
Modeling (ISM), which allows modifications to be made to both native and imported solid models 
moving away from the necessarily parametric logic (history-independent model editing); and Zone 
Modeling, for warpage* correction (*distorsion of the molded part). 

The specific mold design tools provided by Mold Design allow: 

loading of the part, and analysis with specific quality check tools 

improvements using ISM and Zone Modeling, maintaining the quality of the model 

creation of the parting line with the major added value of Semantic Associativity, capable of 
updating the line following any changes to the shape 

automatic division into core and cavity 

subdivision of volumes to create the slides 

creation together of parametric mold base with plates and columns 

electrode design 

detecting of the collisions to detect interferences between parts 

insertion of standard library parts (DME, HASCO and others) 

creation of cooling systems with 3D paths 

Interesting advantages derive from the Capping functionality - which allows refining complex ‘parting 
planes’ created from the Silhouette command – providing the capability of creating the highest quality 
parting lines. Trimming surfaces that must be divided is not required, as requested by most solutions on 
the market. 

The solution does not stop at the generation of 3D models, but continues with the automatic creation of 
the 2D tables necessary to produce the mold. It can also be extended to include full management of 
documentation, revisions and generation of specifications integrating into TD PLM, think3's Product 

http://www.synopsys.com/IP/InterfaceIP/USB/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.think3.com/
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Lifecycle Management solution.  This simplifies the collaboration on the mold, the maintenance of the 
mold and preservation and sharing of the corresponding information. 

Think3 allows the whole mold design process to be covered with a single solution, offering powerful 
and flexible tools capable of responding effectively to specific requests at every stage of the cycle. 
MoldDesign: from Part Analysis to Tooling 
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