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CIMdata News 
Analytics, PLM Converge Amid Data Tsunami; A Ceaseless Search for Sustainable Advantage 
18 April 2012 

 

The enormous amounts of digital data that businesses create, and the increasing rates of data’s 
accumulation, present a growing challenge as well as an opportunity to be seized. The opportunity is 
powerful new capabilities emerging in business analytics—smarter user interfaces and more powerful 
search engines that reach more broadly and deeply. 
 
These advances have big implications for those who use product lifecycle management (PLM) strategies 
and enabling technologies to build sustainable competitive advantages, especially in any type of 
manufacturing enterprise. Engineers in manufacturing companies already spend half or more of their 



CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 3 

time searching for and validating information in massive computer databases.  
 
For several reasons, including the tsunami of digital data atop the proliferation of new products, file 
duplication, and new file formats, the challenge will get worse before it gets better. The same is true, in 
the short term, for “connecting the dots” to develop insights for decision making amid fierce global 
competition.  
 
Insights, of course, are the building blocks of good decisions. The ability of an enterprise to consistently 
make good decisions is the foundation of every sustainable competitive advantage and may even be the 
only one that matters. Business analytics is the technology, science, and art of extracting usable 
information from networks of computers and the databases they manage.  
 
Also important in analytics is a core concept from product engineering and design, the single source of 
truth. At any stage in a new product’s development cycle, the single source of truth also applies to 
analytics. Bringing users unerringly to the single source of truth is the goal of product data management 
(PDM) and all other similar computerized systems for managing information.  

 
 
But those systems generally focus on day-to-day engineering processes at the business-unit level. That is 
not the case with PLM. PLM embraces and enables a myriad of processes and information sources 
scattered throughout the enterprise and a product’s life. This alone is enough to justify bringing business 
analytics into PLM strategies and environments.  
 
Insightful decision making and searching out the single source of truth are just two of the ways that 
analytics goes far beyond search engines, browsers, and even the most sophisticated data mining. 
Sometimes confused with “business intelligence,” the terms are often used interchangeably. Many 
industry analysts point out that business intelligence gathers information and business analytics provides 
context but there is much more to it. Regardless of the label, these capabilities have long been a 
complement to PLM. 
 
What’s new is that business analytics presents a rare opportunity to add on and even embed a new form 
of empowerment, as when analytics generates insights by finding connections that were previously 
overlooked or hidden.  
 
From our standpoint at CIMdata, as the global leader in PLM research and management consulting, the 
convergence of analytics into PLM cannot happen too soon. Enterprises everywhere struggle amid the 
digital tsunami, a multiplicity of data formats, highly distributed data sources, compressed development 
cycles, smaller windows of opportunity, product proliferation, increased energy costs, closer attention 
from regulators, and unceasing competitive pressure to do more with less. Business as usual, in other 
words! 
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Quantifying the digital tsunami is like counting molecules in a mountain. According to Cisco Systems 
Inc., San José, Calif., worldwide data center traffic reached 1.1 zettabytes in 2010. Numerically 
speaking, a zettabyte is a 10 followed by 21 zeroes. A gigabyte is a 10 followed by nine zeroes. This 
digital traffic will grow at a compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 33 percent through 2015 to an 
annual rate 4.8 zettabytes. Of that, Cisco experts calculate that traffic from cloud services will grow at a 
CAGR of 66 percent. That means from 121 exabytes in 2010 to 133 exabytes a month in 2015. Business 
traffic will triple but consumer-driven traffic will grow five-fold.  
 
Another measurement of so-called “Big Data” is the total amount of global data-what’s on disk drives 
instead of Internet traffic. According to International Data Corp., Framingham, Mass., that is expected to 
grow to 2.7 zettabytes during 2012, up by 48 percent from 2011.  
 
What makes the information avalanche unnerving is that it means engineers and other product 
development and support personnel may be forced to spend even more time looking for information. 
Analytics by itself may not be enough change this metric. Analytics within a sound PLM strategy can, 
however, keep users from floundering in all that data.  
 
The Challenge of Unstructured Data 
 
Before designing a new product or a vital component, every engineer searches for insights as to why 
previous similar products succeeded (or failed). Much of what these engineers plow through is 
unstructured and this is the real analytics challenge. Types of unstructured data include scanned images, 
photographs, faxes, voice mails, blog entries about companies and products plus CAD files, and even 
meshed geometry from finite element analysis (FEA).  
 
Researchers at multiple IT analyst groups concur that unstructured information accumulates 
exponentially-two or three times faster than structured information-and constantly changes. Until 
recently, extracting useful information from unstructured data often required talking with the creators of 
the files.  
 
Some specific examples of unstructured information that engineers work search for every day: 
 
- The geometry of prior products, and of similar current products, usually from solid modelers. 
 
- Field reports on failures, causes, fixes, and maintenance records. 
 
- Anticipated service conditions and likely stresses and strains on components. 
 
- Mechanical-properties data and test results that support FEA load vectors, and boundary conditions, 
etc., and for manufacturing simulations. 



CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 5 

 
- Inspection and measurement reports from production. 
 
- Invoices, purchase orders and specifications from suppliers. 
 
- Traceability reports for component materials and bills of materials (BOMs).  
 
Engineers also need to search the specifics of relevant industry standards, widely agreed-upon best 
practices, legally enforceable codes and regulations. These are unique to every industry: offshore oil and 
gas drilling equipment, cars and trucks, aircraft, spacecraft, machinery of all types, medical devices and 
electronics; pharmaceuticals and food and beverages; consumer packaged goods and apparel; and the 
myriads of manufactured components that make up the nation’s infrastructure. Codes and regulations 
have detailed reporting mandates at local, state, national, and international levels. 
 
Finding this kind of information requires patience plus skills in organizational structures, digital 
networks and databases. Uncovering hidden connections among seemingly unrelated items-the more 
important value proposition-requires powerful analytics tools. These tools are a focus of much 
development in areas such as ad-hoc report formats, key performance indicators (KPIs) to help keep 
searches relevant, and customizable dashboards.  
 
The new dashboards generate intuitive, easily understood visuals for busy decision makers and help 
ascertain that only current, verified information is being navigated. Dashboard innovations also help 
align business processes with real-time as well as archived data.  
 
Structured data, in contrast, is less voluminous (also according to IDC), somewhat slower growing and 
much easier to handle. Spreadsheets are a prime example of structured data; data in rows and columns is 
easily searched, retrieved, parsed, and reformatted. Also comparatively easy to search are text-based 
files and e-mail.  
 
Happily for those with PLM strategies in place, the analytics software developers compete vigorously on 
the breadth of search capabilities, scalability for growing enterprises, robustness to handle the data 
tsunami, “granularity” for really deep dives, ease of installation and use, and cost. 
 
The Data Tsunami and Intellectual Property 
 
Making sense of the data tsunami in PLM requires focusing on intellectual property (IP), that part of an 
organization’s cascade of information deemed essential to business survival. While “essential” varies 
from enterprise to enterprise and from industry to industry, commonly accepted definitions of what 
constitutes IP are expanding steadily.  
 
Not long ago, IP was thought of legalistically-patents and trade secrets, certain financial data, and 
employees’ personal data. Proprietary information such as production data, test results, and field-service 
reports were added. But even those IP add-ons are small when compared to: 
 
- The U.S. Federal Rules of Civil Procedure mandates that in civil litigation opposing counsel must be 
granted access to electronically stored information such as e-mail, voice mail, “instant messages” (IMs), 
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and the contents of “smart” phones and personal digital assistants (PDAs). Noncompliance can lead to 
onerous penalties. Judges can place vital enterprise data “off-limits” to its owners and, paradoxically, 
put that same data in the public domain during a trial.  
 
- Directives aimed at regulating environmental sustainability, originally adopted in the European Union. 
These include Restriction of Hazardous Substances (RoHS); Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment 
(WEEE); Joint (electronics) Industry Group standards on reporting usage of hazardous materials (JIG); 
Registration, Evaluation, Authorization and Restriction of Chemicals (REACH); End of Life Vehicle 
(ELV); the Global Automotive Declarable Substance List (GADSL); the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Improvement Act of 2008 (CPSIA), and others. Added to these are bans on “conflict minerals” mined in 
war zones, and rules on batteries and packaging. Noncompliance can be dealt with harshly, and publicly.  
 
To summarize, engineers, managers, and others involved with PLM need to be concerned about finding 
the best ways to benefit from the data tsunami. Analytics needs to be embedded in PLM strategies as 
well as in business models. On the other hand, fear and its fellow travelers uncertainty and doubt offer 
no solutions whatsoever. They constitute no more of a strategy than dithering about the approach of a 
tsunami. 
 
As analytics and PLM advance in tandem, their convergence is both inevitable and welcome. Analytics 
within PLM offers another solid solution to the unceasing pressure of global competition and the 
imperative to achieve more with less. That overworked phrase means creating new products sooner than 
the competition does, products that are better than those of the competitors, and then to build sustainable 
competitive advantages from successful products.  
 
The empowerment of analytics can make this happen. It is becoming an “essential” of PLM. 
 
PLM-Linked Analytics Capabilities  
 
Examples from leading PLM solutions providers: 
 
Siemens PLM Software. In the Teamcenter portfolio is a new product called Active Workspace (AWS). 
AWS is a multi-disciplinary visualization, collaboration, and decision-support platform to access entire 
PLM ecosystems. AWS has been designed to aggregate data from multiple enterprise systems, data 
repositories, and Teamcenter itself to provide business-intelligence solutions. Embedded reports offer 
the ability to quickly drill down (or up) to the proper levels of information decision makers need. 
 
SAP. In-memory technology, which moves data to be processed into the analyst’s system’s random 
access memory (RAM); traditionally data was accessed from individual disks where it was originally 
created or where it is archived. The first such product is SAP’s High-Performance Analytical Appliance 
(HANA). HANA is a flexible, data source-agnostic “in-memory appliance” to analyze high volumes of 
transactional data in real time. It includes tools for data modeling, data and lifecycle  
management, security, operations, and others. Proponents cite enormous performance gains in response 
time, obtaining useful data in minutes instead of hours.  
 
PTC. The focus at PTC, based on two success stories, is supply chain visibility to ensure regulatory 
compliance: including RoHS, REACH, JIG, and ELV. Motorola uses PTC’s Windchill Product Analytics 
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to track and control restricted materials and substances in more than 50,000 wireless communications 
products and hundreds of thousands of supplier parts from thousands of suppliers in Motorola's global 
supply chain. At APC by Schneider Electric, a maker of electric power distribution systems and controls, 
Windchill tracks compliance with RoHS, REACH, and JIG in 300,000 parts from more than 1,500 
suppliers. Additionally, the system verifies compliance for 6,000 products with about 500 different 
national laws. APC Schneider says Windchill enabled them to quickly collect 25 times more supply 
chain data than its old manual-based methods while reducing overall the cost of compliance by 80%. 
 
Oracle–Agile. Oracle’s Agile PLM solutions enable companies to innovate profitably across its product 
value chains. Agile PLM helps organizations to rapidly commercialize products through integrated 
portfolio and business planning, enterprise cost, quality and compliance management, analytics, and 
clean product data publishing through a seamless integration with other product value chain 
management solutions. With a solid track record of references and time-to-value focused 
implementations, more than 1,500 global companies rely on Agile PLM solutions to help them align 
their product value chains and achieve their innovation goals.  
 
Dassault Systèmes. Exalead from Dassault Systèmes provides business process specific information 
access solutions called search-based applications. From interactive analytics dashboards or web 
search-style queries, users gain access to intelligently organized information that foster better decision 
making in day-to-day operations and in executive-level strategies. Exalead applications use big data-
scale indexing, semantics-driven data processing, and customizable drag-and-drop user interfaces to 
manage up-to-date information. PLM, ERP, the web, social media, and data warehouses can all be 
indexed by Exalead’s products to provide broad decision-making contexts. Acquired by Dassault 
Systèmes in 2010, Exalead claims 300-plus user companies worldwide. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Autodesk’s One Team Conference 2012 
19 April 2012 

 

A CIMdata Commentary 

CIMdata was invited to attend and speak at Autodesk’s One Team Conference (OTC) 2012 in Las 
Vegas during the week of March 11. Over three thousand Autodesk global partners and employees 
attended this annual event, which was greatly anticipated following a recent series of important 
Autodesk® announcements targeted at the manufacturing industry. These announcements included 
“Everything Changes,” from Autodesk University last November, and the launch of Autodesk PLM 360 
in February. At OTC 2012 CIMdata led two half-day Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) training 
classes that were attended by several hundred channel partners and employees preparing to take 
advantage of the many new opportunities these announcements create to better serve Autodesk 
customers.  

 

CIMdata observed at OTC 2012 that true to the One Team Conference name, both Autodesk channel 
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sales partners and their direct sales employees are working together as a unified sales and customer 
support force to pursue and infiltrate PLM solution markets. The word “infiltrate” is quite appropriate, 
because it describes the fervent attitude of many Autodesk PLM channel partners and executives 
CIMdata spoke to, who see their role as insurgents leading a transformation—if not a revolution—to a 
new era in PLM. Autodesk views itself as a leader in the democratization movement of “PLM for 
everyone,” made possible by a new generation of PLM applications with what is claimed to be unrivaled 
levels of solution accessibility, simplicity, usability, configurability, and affordability. A portfolio of 
PLM applications is promoted under the banner “Autodesk PLM 360—the next generation cloud based 
alternative,” as profiled at www.autodeskplm360.com.  

 

The deferred entry of Autodesk into ever-expanding yet highly competitive PLM markets, which 
CIMdata has reported on for over twenty years, may very well work to the company’s advantage. A 
convergence of external technology trends, internal development initiatives, and continued acquisitions 
by Autodesk appear to have converged at a most favorable time to empower their new approach to 
delivering PLM. Given the freshness of its PLM offering, combined with the staying power due to its 
well respected legacy CAD products, CIMdata expects Autodesk to establish itself as a PLM market 
mindshare leader that one day may parallel its leadership heritage in CAD (mechanical and AEC) and 
entertainment applications such as Maya and 3ds Max. As a preview of future growth opportunities to 
come, Autodesk reported impressive growth rates at OTC in manufacturing industry solution sales as 
they continue to deliver an ever-expanding portfolio of solutions.  

 

CIMdata attended few presentations at OTC 2012 where the two key words “cloud” and “focus” were 
not used in abundance. Autodesk’s commitment to the cloud (previously reported in CIMdata’s 
December 7, 2011, market commentary on “PLM in the Cloud”) is notable for the confidence of an all-
onboard bet that the cloud will become the preferred delivery platform of choice, for small businesses 
and large enterprises alike, which may render the desktop obsolete for most PLM-enabling applications. 
While championing the cloud’s ubiquitous access, infinite computing, and unlimited scalability—which, 
to be fair, other cloud-based solution providers can claim to offer as well—Autodesk has upped the ante 
with a combination of product suites licensed over the cloud by subscription usage at disruptive pricing 
levels. As if this was not enough to earn the attention of an experienced force of sales partners and 
widely respected resellers, Autodesk no longer restricts which solution suites they can sell.  

 

An attractive capability of Autodesk PLM 360 is the promise of its accessibility, flexibility, 
configurability, and instant-on usability to quickly deploy PLM-enabling technologies to attack specific 
business process pains without requiring a more massive, comprehensive enterprise-wide deployment 
project. The functional business process areas to be addressed by PLM 360 applications include: 
research and development, engineering, manufacturing, suppliers, quality, compliance, operations, and 
sales and service. Equally important to these promoted capabilities is that at OTC 2012 Autodesk 
demonstrated it recognizes that developing, selling, and supporting PLM solutions that address customer 
critical workflow business processes is quite different from selling to and servicing CAD users.  

 

To support the success of its channel partners in selling PLM into these process areas, Autodesk is 
encouraging them to focus on key industries, targeted applications, and critical workflows where they 
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can develop both the repeatable skills and core competencies required to deliver the value-added 
expertise their customers will need to be successful. CIMdata has often reported that the failure of 
individual channel partners, if not entire channel programs, can be attributed to a lack of organizational 
focus and operational discipline. With the size and complexity of PLM markets it is especially important 
for partners to avoid trying to sell every product to every industry for every application in every process, 
as it is impossible to have sufficient experience to deliver, much less have the expertise to truly excel, in 
every facet of PLM. Once partners begin to appreciate the magnitude of opportunity for PLM solutions 
in the small-to-medium business (SMB) markets, which CIMdata recently reported grew over 15% in 
2011, it is easy to be overwhelmed without additional levels of market focus and application 
specialization not normally required for CAD markets. 

 

At OTC 2012, Autodesk demonstrated in words and with new applications that it believes the window is 
open for a game-changing approach to buying, implementing, and using a new generation of PLM-
enabling solutions that exploit the cloud, social collaboration, and mobile devices. Autodesk believes it 
has the opportunity to leapfrog over a whole generation of traditional PLM solutions as those solutions 
have a long legacy of being developed and implemented using more classic IT technology and are not as 
flexible and easily adoptable as Autodesk PLM 360. They may be fortunate to not have a large installed 
PLM customer base that might otherwise restrict them from such innovative delivery and disruptive 
pricing. However, they and their partners must develop deep levels of customer intimacy that their PLM 
competitors, and their competitors’ channel partners, have acquired over many years working within 
their industrial user bases to deploy PLM as an enterprise business strategy. Autodesk demonstrated at 
OTC 2012 it is ready for this challenge of investing in, and preparing their sales and support partners to 
develop, the sharp market focus and customer intimacy required for long-term success. And with nearly 
two thousand sales partners and resellers primed to go, this OTC season may be looked back upon as the 
start of their very own PLM-democratizing Autodesk Spring. 

 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, an independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize an 
enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 
Product Lifecycle Management (PLM). CIMdata provides world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-
practice methods on PLM. CIMdata also offers research, subscription services, publications, and 
education through international conferences. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website 
at http://www.CIMdata.com or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108, 
USA. Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV Weert, The 
Netherlands. Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 
 

Click here to return to Contents 

CIMdata Reports That Global NC Market Grew 14.4% in 2011 
18 April 2012 

 

One Result from the 21st Annual NC Market Study 
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ANN ARBOR, Michigan, 18 April 2012—CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM consulting and 
research firm, estimates that based on end-user payments, the worldwide NC software and related 
services market grew by 14.4% in calendar year 2011. The estimated end-user payments grew from 
$1.333 billion in 2010 to $1.525 billion in 2011. The market growth rate in 2011 reflects a strong overall 
PLM spend, continuing the recovery from the downturn in the global economy that manifested itself in 
dramatically higher machine tool sales into the manufacturing industry. It has been estimated that 
worldwide shipments of machine tools increased by 35% from 2010 to 2011, which is directly related to 
the volume of CAM software employed to drive these tools. CIMdata projects that in 2012 growth in 
manufacturing will continue and end-user payments for NC software will increase by 12.4% to $1.714 
billion. 

 

Since 2002, the NC software market has shown modest but steady growth as global economies generally 
improved. There has been worldwide growth in the sale of machine tools and manufacturing output; 
greater emphasis has been placed on the efficient operation of machine tools as manufacturing firms 
have strengthened their competitive positions, and the overall PLM (Product Lifecycle Management) 
market, of which CAM software is a component, has continued on a strong growth path during this 
period. CAM software purchases are related to all of these factors—particularly machine tool sales. 

The size and growth of the NC software and related services market based on end-user payments is 
shown in the chart below. It can also be seen that approximately one-third of the end-user payments 
result in reseller revenues and approximately two-thirds of the revenues are payments to software 
vendors. 

 
NC Market Size and Growth Rate Based on End-User Payments 

The above information is contained in the soon-to-be-issued Version 21 of the CIMdata NC Market 
Analysis Report. Mr. Stan Przybylinski, CIMdata’s Director of Research commented, “2011 saw strong 
recovery in the manufacturing sector, as shown in the machine tool shipments, and software investments 
followed. This is consistent with our results from our global PLM market analysis.” Mr. Alan 
Christman, CIMdata’s Chairman and long-time author of the NC Market Analysis Report continued, 
“2011 was an excellent year for manufacturers and most providers of NC software. Most firms saw good 
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growth in 2011, and CIMdata expects this growth to continue in 2012 and beyond. The continued 
strength and growing importance of global manufacturing powers like China and other emerging 
economies should result in increased investment in advanced technologies like CAD, CAM, and other 
segments of the overall PLM market. We have seen moves documented in the popular press to bring 
manufacturing back to the US, which will require still more investment in advanced manufacturing 
technologies to be competitive with economies with lower labor costs. The next few years should 
continue to be strong for NC and the broader PLM market.” 

 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize 
an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 
Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered 
world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods on PLM solutions. These solutions 
incorporate both business processes and a wide-ranging set of PLM enabling technologies. 

 

CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and suppliers of technologies and services seeking 
competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, 
provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The 
company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences 
worldwide. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia 
Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website at www.CIMdata.com, follow us on 
Twitter: http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews, or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann 
Arbor, MI 48108, USA. Tel: +1 (734) 668-9922. Fax: +1 (734) 668-1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV 
Weert, The Netherlands. Tel: +31 (0)495 533 666. 

Click here to return to Contents 
 

Optimizing Product Cost by Leveraging Infor10 PLM Process (Optiva) 
18 April 2012 

 

In today’s fast-paced world, controlling product cost and getting to market on time are keys to business 
success. If you cannot deliver quality products profitably you will not stay in business. In the highly 
competitive food and beverage industry, formulated products range in price from less than a dollar to a 
few dollars. When you think about the cost of the package, the weight of the product, and the 
transportation and handling costs to get it from the factory to your grocery bag, it’s hard to imagine there 
is room for any of the formulated product cost. Those costs include the people to define, plan, and 
manufacture the product; the factories and production equipment; the cost of raw materials and 
purchased ingredients; and the processing of the raw materials and ingredients to convert them into 
finished products. 

 

Food and beverage products are primarily based on agricultural commodities prices, which fluctuate 

http://www.cimdata.com/
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based on supply and demand in real-time. Commodity price variations can be induced by the season, 
weather, natural disaster, or demand variation. Demand variation can be due to new applications for the 
commodity that would increase the demand, or possibly a substitute product that could decrease the 
demand, for the original commodity. Food and beverage manufacturers need to assess their product 
formulations and recipes continually, to ensure that business targets are met while meeting customer and 
regulatory requirements, in order to maintain product quality and profit margins. 

 

Product lifecycle management (PLM) tools help manufacturers develop new products that meet quality, 
cost, and time-to-market requirements, and of course meet customer requirements. PLM tools also help 
control costs by providing visibility to the current as-designed cost. In order to accurately roll up as-
designed costs, best-in-class companies integrate PLM with enterprise resource planning (ERP), 
enabling the PLM to have up-to-date, accurate cost data for items such as raw materials, ingredients, and 
packaging. This cost data can be used to roll up the as-designed product cost. Effective cost management 
is critical to maintaining profit margins in the competitive food and beverage industry. Additionally, 
PLM tools support time to market, by efficiently managing product data and processes to ensure that the 
right data gets to the right people at the right time. 

 

Infor10 PLM Process (Optiva) is a proven PLM system widely used in the food and beverage industry. 
It includes capabilities to design for cost including tools to help optimize formulation costs over time in 
order to manage margin erosion due to commodity price changes. 

 

The core data in the process industry is the recipe or formula. At a high level, the formula contains a list 
of ingredients and processing instructions that are used to produce a product. Additional high-level 
information that defines the product includes packaging, artwork, and labeling. Infor10 PLM Process 
(Optiva) manages the relationships between these information items to ensure they stay in sync. The 
items contain typical PLM metadata, such as owner, status, cost, and revision level, as well as other 
process-related attributes, and alternate or substitute items. Ensuring that the relationships among all the 
product definition data are accurate minimizes uncertainty and risk allowing a faster time to market. 

 

In order to support basic design for cost, two primary use cases are supported; “create from scratch” and 
“modify existing.” In the create-from-scratch scenario, the formulator creates a new formula by 
selecting ingredients and processes, and possibly standard sub-formulas. As long as the cost attributes 
are populated, Infor10 PLM Process (Optiva) will calculate the rolled-up cost for the new formula. The 
formulator will then evaluate the cost factors and adjust the formula as required. 

 

The second use case involves modifying an existing formula. If an existing product is identified as 
having margin issues, the decision may be made to reformulate it to reduce cost, in order to improve the 
margin. When reviewing the formula, the current total cost as well as the cost of each item within the 
formula is displayed. Ingredient quantities can be adjusted and the product targets recalculated. If the 
cost target cannot be met, Infor10 PLM Process (Optiva) supports the definition of alternate items that 
can be substituted. Substitution of an alternate item in a formula will automatically calculate the new 
cost that hopefully meets the target. The change may be for a replacement ingredient, e.g., when in-
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season tomatoes from Florida are cheaper than tomatoes from California, or, when a different production 
line has a lower operating cost. 

 

In either use case Infor10 PLM Process (Optiva) will revalidate the formula for regulatory requirements 
and claims, and ensure that the ingredients list and nutritional labels are updated and accurate. This 
allows launches to happen sooner and with a higher quality. Faster validation of formulas provides more 
opportunity to respond to changes in raw material and ingredient costs, and thus to increase profit 
margins. 

 

Infor10 PLM Process (Optiva) also supports single-variable optimization using Microsoft Excel as the 
calculation engine. It formats an Excel spreadsheet (Figure 1) that uses the formula, including parameter 
ranges for constraints, to optimize the formula for a single variable like cost, or a calculated value like 
cholesterol. This capability is included within the base Infor 10 PLM product. 

 
Figure 1—Constraint-Based Optimization Utilizing Microsoft Excel 

 

In addition to the single-variable optimizer, Infor also has a tool that calculates least-cost formulation 
using multi-variable optimization. Infor has a broad product line that includes ERP, SCM, CRM, PLM, 
and many industry-specific tools, and is able to leverage technology across them. Within the supply 
chain management (SCM) application there is an Advanced Planning tool that contains a multi-variable 
optimizer. Its purpose is to efficiently find the right combination of values that achieve a target result. It 
is typically used to optimize production and logistics processes. Infor has integrated this tool (Figure 2) 
with Infor10 PLM Process (Optiva) so the optimizer recognizes and understands the product formula. 
The tool will then adjust the formula to optimize it against multiple variables like cost, cholesterol 
content, and salt content. This is done while ensuring that claims and regulatory validity are maintained. 
This optimization process makes it easy to optimize the product cost from the conceptual stage, through 
design for manufacturing, and into production. 
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Figure 2—Multivariable Optimization Using the Advanced Planner Module from the Infor Suite 

Food and beverage manufacturers face tremendous pressure from health- and price-conscious 
consumers, profit-conscious investors, extremely price-conscious retailers, and from food-safety 
initiatives imposed by regulatory bodies like the FDA. All these stakeholders are squeezing margins. 
Least Cost Formulation from Infor can be used during product development as a core tool to optimize 
formulations and recipes. It supports single- and multiple-variable optimizations. In both scenarios 
ingredient parameters as well as calculated outputs can be used as constraints. Running optimizations 
early in the R&D process allows optimal products to be developed faster. Since the optimization takes 
place within the Infor10 PLM Process (Optiva) environment, the integrated regulatory compliance 
checks and labeling output are validated quickly, enabling a faster product launch. Even a small-
percentage improvement in margin gained by incremental cost reductions and faster, higher quality 
launches can have a significant impact on the overall profitability of the company. 

 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, an independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize an 
enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 
Product Lifecycle Management (PLM). CIMdata provides world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-
practice methods on PLM. CIMdata also offers research, subscription services, publications, and 
education through international conferences. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website 
at http://www.CIMdata.com or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108, 
USA. Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV Weert, The 
Netherlands. Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666 

 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Acquisitions 
3D Systems Acquires Paramount Industries 
17 April 2012 

 

3D Systems Corporation announced today that it has acquired Paramount Industries, one of the world's 
most experienced direct manufacturing and product development solutions providers for aerospace and 
medical device applications; from complete design-to-manufacturing services to the production of 
certified end-use parts and products. 

 

3D Systems plans to integrate Paramount’s state-of-the-art manufacturing facilities and advanced 
tooling and assembly operations with its growing on-demand direct manufacturing services. Paramount 
Industries maintains AS9100C and ISO 9001:2008 certifications along with an ITAR registration.  

 

“We are honored to become part of 3D Systems, the recognized global 3D content-to-print leader,” said 
Jim Williams, President and Chief Executive Officer of Paramount Industries. “We expanded our reach 
into the growing aerospace and medical device industries with 3D Systems’ SLS® production printers. 
Together, we can deliver the full impact of direct manufacturing capabilities to our aerospace and 
medical device customers all over the world.” 

 

 “We are very pleased to add a proven direct manufacturing innovator of Paramount’s reputation, 
experience and scale to our rapidly growing, global network of on-demand parts services,” said Abe 
Reichental, President and Chief Executive Officer of 3D Systems. “With Jim Williams’ continued 
leadership, we are extremely well positioned to expand our aerospace and healthcare manufacturing 
activities and build the required infrastructure to support these significant customers.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Company News 
Autodesk Expands 2012 Platinum Club to Recognize Channel Partners Globally 
12 April 2012 

 

Autodesk, Inc. has selected 36 Value Added Resellers (VARs) and Value Added Distributors (VADs) 
from 24 countries for induction into the 2012 Autodesk Platinum Club during Autodesk’s One Team 
Conference (OTC) an annual global channel partner event.  
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Veteran VARs Influence Industry Innovation  

This year’s Platinum Club Partners have helped customers take advantage of Autodesk’s 3D design, 
engineering and entertainment software to design, visualize and simulate their ideas, while solving 
critical business problems. Through the years, these partners have consistently helped encourage 
adoption of 3D design software in multiple industries and demonstrated what it means to be a trusted 
adviser to Autodesk users. Autodesk Platinum Club members include channel partners who have 
excelled in sales, growth and other key measures.  

 

“It’s very rewarding to win Partner of the Year,” said Mike Delacey, president of Microdesk, the 
Autodesk North American Partner of the Year for FY12. “Being recognized shows the quality of our 
team and strength of our ability to provide our clients with the level of consulting they need to 
successfully make the transition to Building Information Modeling (BIM). I am extremely proud of my 
team and appreciate Autodesk recognizing our efforts.”  

 

Autodesk supports a number of initiatives for its global channel partner network, including establishing 
a renowned reseller recognition program; implementing a customer engagement program which has 
assisted in increased partner solutions sales; investing in channel capability through training; and 
forming a channel partner web portal designed to deliver resellers fast, easy access to a wealth of 
resources, program material and news.  

 

Partners are chosen based on their ability in promoting, demonstrating, installing and supporting 
Autodesk products. Those honored have pioneered the standards that resellers must meet to become 
Autodesk-authorized VARs.  

 

“It’s fantastic to have global recognition for the work our team has done over the past year,” said Paul 
Laycock, CEO of KarelCAD in Australia. “We appreciate Autodesk taking this extra step to bring our 
team closer together. It truly feels like a global, united team.”  

 

Platinum Club 2012 Winners 

AMERICAS  
North American Reseller of the Year – Microdesk  

North American Rookie Partner of the Year – Le Groupe A & A  

North American 90/90 Subscription Excellence Award – CAD Technology Center  

Top North American Reseller in AEC Suites Sales – Advanced Solutions  

Top North American Reseller in MFG Suites Sales – D3 Technologies  

Top North American Reseller in M&E Suites Sales – Ideate  

North American MFG+1 Award – KETIV  

Top North American Reseller in Product Sales Growth – CADsoft Consulting  
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Top North American Reseller in Government Overall Sales Growth – Rand IMAGINiT  

Top North American Reseller in Education Overall Sales Growth – Synergis Technologies  

Top North American Reseller in AEC Product and New Subscription Growth – ECAD  

Top North American Reseller in MFG Product and New Subscription Growth – MasterGraphics  

Top North American Reseller in M&E Product and New Subscription Growth – AnnexPro  

Top North American Reseller in Marketing – Applied Software  

Top Volume Channel Partner – CDW  

Latin American Partner of the Year – CADGRAFICS  

Top Latin American Reseller in AEC Overall Sales Growth – Frazillio & Ferroni Informatica  

Top Latin American Reseller in MFG Overall Sales Growth – Microgeo S.A.  

Top Latin American Reseller in PSEB Overall Sales Growth – Realize Tecnologia  

Top Latin American Reseller in Product Sales Growth – MCR Sistemas e Consultoria  

Top Latin American Distributor in Overall Sales Growth – PARS  

EMEA  
Total Annual Purchase Growth Central Europe – CIDEON and Mensch und Maschine Systemhaus  

Largest Percent Purchase Growth Central Europe – MCDS Datensystem  

Total Annual Purchase Growth Northern Europe – NTI CADCenter and Majenta Solutions  

Largest Percent Purchase Growth Northern Europe – AGS-Gruppen  

Total Annual Purchase Growth Southern Europe – Aricad S.A. and Negroni Key Engineering  

Largest Percent Purchase Growth Southern Europe – REFSA Sarl  

Largest Percent Purchase Growth CIS – Softline Trade  

Largest Percent Purchase Growth Middle East – Modena Design Centres  

Largest Percent Purchase Growth MED – Omnitech-Eichut  

APAC  
Top ANZ Reseller in "New" Billings Growth – AEC Systems and KarelCAD  

Top Japan Reseller in "New" Billings Growth – Otsuka Corporation and Kubota Systems  

Top Korea Reseller in "New" Billings Growth – WeMade I&C and Linetek System  

Top ASEAN Reseller in "Total" Billings Growth – Crown Systems and Shellsoft Technology 
Corporation  

Top Greater China Reseller in "Total" Billings Growth – Beijan Lianxun Chuangchen Tech and Forida 
Ltd.  

Top India Reseller in "Total" Billings Growth – CAD Studio and Trisita Marketing  

Autodesk’s global channel partner network includes more than 1,900 partners, all of whom support 
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customers across a number of industries, such as manufacturing, architecture, building, construction, and 
media and entertainment.  

Click here to return to Contents 

 

AVEVA releases business paper on Sustainable Energy Management 
19 April 2012 

 

AVEVA announced today the release of a new business paper entitled ‘Sustainable Energy Management 
- Putting Information Assets to work in the process industries’. The principal author, Sloane Whiteley, a 
consultant with AVEVA’s Global Business Consulting team will present the paper at two major 
international conferences - Power Gen India 19-21 April, New Delhi, India and the Congress on Water, 
Climate and Energy, 13-18 May, Dublin, Ireland. 

 

“This new business paper outlines the challenges facing process plant operators in implementing 
effective Energy Management strategies”, said Paul Halpin, Vice President - Global Business 
Consulting, AVEVA. ”It describes how these challenges may be overcome through the use of currently 
available Information Management technologies supported by a comprehensive, Service-Oriented 
Architecture (SOA).”The AVEVA paper demonstrates that this should not be a short-term initiative with 
limited objectives, but part of a larger effective Energy Management strategy. This in turn, plays a key 
role in implementing a comprehensive Operations Integrity Management (OIM) initiative to deliver 
enterprise-wide business benefits. This type of strategy naturally leads to more extensive and sustained 
optimisation of all aspects of asset operation. 

 

AVEVA Global Business Consulting applies AVEVA’s considerable technology expertise in advising 
clients on a wide range of issues where business performance relates to the use of digital information.  

To download AVEVA’s paper on Sustainable Energy Management visit www.aveva.com/pr/Energy-
Mgmt. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Beijing Aokai Fuhui Technology Co., Ltd Becomes Altair’s PBS Works Primary Distributor in China 
17 April 2012 

 

Altair Engineering, Inc. announced today that Beijing Aokai Fuhui Technology Co., Ltd, the former 
LSF main distributor has become the primary distributor for Altair’s PBS Works software in China.  

 

“We are enthusiastic that this strategic partnership will enable Altair to efficiently promote the 

http://www.aveva.com/pr/Energy-Mgmt
http://www.aveva.com/pr/Energy-Mgmt
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development of the high-performance computing industry in China, said Herbert Qi, general manager, 
Altair Greater China. “Beijing Aokai Fuhui is a company that is highly respected in the market and has 
the qualifications we were looking for in a strategic partner as we accelerate our growth initiatives in 
China.”  

 

AKFH is one of the leading IT solution providers in China. Its business is focused on cloud computing, 
simulation and the high-performance computing (HPC) industry. AKFH, with Beijing as its 
headquarters, expands its high-efficient sales network and services network throughout the nation, 
including Shanghai, Guangzhou, Chengdu, Luoyang, Nanchang, and other main cities in China.  

 

“PBS Works is an excellent software solution for high-performance computing, with a highly-respected 
reputation in the industry,” stated Jin Haicheng, general manager, Beijing Aokai Fuhui. “We’re so proud 
that Altair chose us as the primary distributor of PBS Works in China. We hope to promote PBS Works 
to more enterprises as they look to build better HPC platforms.” 

 

PBS Works is a suite of on-demand cloud computing technologies that allows enterprises to maximize 
ROI on computing infrastructure assets. PBS Works is the most widely implemented software 
environment to optimize grid, cloud, cluster and on-demand computing worldwide. The suite’s flagship 
product, PBS Professional®, provides a flexible, on-demand computing environment that allows 
enterprises to easily share diverse (heterogeneous) computing resources across geographic boundaries. 

 

About Aokai Fuhui  

Beijing Aokai Fuhui Technology Co. Ltd. is one of the leading IT solution providers in China. Its 
business is focused on cloud computing, simulation and HPC for various industries including defense, 
government, finance, telecommunication and others. To learn more, please visit www.aokaifh.cn. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Bridging The Gap Between Woodworking Industry And High School Students 
19 April 2012 

 

Two of America’s leading CNC software brands for the woodworking industry are organizing a series of 
training seminars at High Schools throughout Connecticut. 

And there was an added bonus for a student at one of the first ones – he was hired by a local cabinetry 
and millwork company.  

 

The events are the brainchild of Paul Corey, who works with cabinet and casegoods software tool 
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Cabinet Vision, and the CNC routing software Alphacam, both from the Vero CAD/CAM stable.   

 

“They include school students and staff, local woodworking companies and industry representatives,” he 
says. “The training focuses on specific capabilities of the software, including profile machining and 
drafting using Cabinet Vision and Alphacam. It gives students an opportunity to show what they’ve 
learned, starting with the initial drawing right through to manufacturing their design on the machine.” 

 

The latest seminar was held at Norwich Technical High School, where he demonstrated profile 
machining in Alphacam on the school’s Omnitech router. Cabinet Vision has been used at the school for 
a number of years, and implementing the use of market-leading design and machining software 
Alphacam, as well, ensures the school turns out the best trained, all-round wood craftsmen.    

 

An earlier seminar at the Prince Technical High School in Hartford actually led to a student landing a 
job with Newington-based United Cabinets. “One student in particular, really got hooked on the 
software, and I later took a United Cabinets representative to check out the school and the student’s 
capabilities – and he was hired on the spot to use Cabinet Vision for them! It was a proud moment for 
me and Cabinet Vision, to make a difference in the community.” 

 

He says the seminars highlight the value of young people learning to use the software that is used by 
many woodworking companies across the States. “The older guy who owns a shop doesn’t want to learn 
software programs and how to run a machine. But kids are ready and willing. When they leave school 
they’re ready-prepared to fill a job and need immediately.  

“And the companies and woodworking industry representatives who attend the seminars not only get to 
see them first hand, they also get to see the latest developments in Cabinet Vision and Alphacam, and 
how the software can take their businesses to the next level.”    

 

“With an ever-growing need to develop industry, Cabinet Vision and Alphacam are firmly committed to 
educating the next generation of America’s woodworkers by ensuring that young people not only know 
how to use CNC software properly, but also how to apply that knowledge in the field of manufacturing. 

 

“The events help to bridge the gap between the woodworking industry and technical high school 
students.”  

Click here to return to Contents 
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Concurrent Analysis Corporation Announces Certification with Autodesk Inventor 2013 
16 April 2012 

 

Concurrent Analysis Corporation today announced the accomplishment of a milestone by achieving 
certification with Autodesk Inventor 3d mechanical design software for its CAEFEM / Lumino suite of 
products, which provide finite element analysis (FEA).  

 

"Integrating with a strong 3D CAD platform like Autodesk Inventor for finite element simulation and 
virtual prototyping using our solutions is a capability we are very happy to provide to our customers” 
said Dr. Rao Singampalli, the founder and president of CAC.  "Our products exploit 64-bit file 
addressing to manage huge databases exceeding 2GB in size while also supporting 3GB of addressable 
memory for older 32bit-based operating systems.  Modeling real world problems in Inventor and 
evaluating their design behavior through simulations with no compromises in solution accuracy and 
execution time makes us stand apart from others," he added.  

 

CAEFEM developed by Concurrent Analysis, is the industry's first finite element solver to be written 
completely in C/C++ providing linear and nonlinear simulations of mechanical components for static, 
quasi-static and dynamic loads and heat transfer.  CAC also provides interfaces to FEMAP and 
NASTRAN Bulk Data to make transition to CAEFEM/Lumino smooth and seamless.  
CAEFEM/Lumino solution supports modeling contact in 3D assemblies as well as 2D problems.  API's 
for immediate new application support and interfaces to third-party tools make customizing and adding 
new features in CAEFEM/Lumino expedient. 

 

CAEFEM Revision 9.5 includes significant improvements in managing resources so that the simulation 
problems sizes only limited by hardware resource limitations.  Improvements and enhancements have 
been implemented in API for partners to access CAEFEM database.  Support for very large problem 
sizes and processing of its input has been significantly improved. 

 

"The integration with Autodesk Inventor further enhances our existing strong integrations with CAD 
platforms.  Our API's facilitate integrating CAC's codes to MCAD, EDA, TCAD, ECAD and other CAE 
environments possible in the shortest development time," said Dr. MP Divakar, CAC's VP of Marketing 
& Strategy.  "We welcome Autodesk Inventor users to try our fully functional product for free up to 30 
days and find out how it is superior to the competition in higher productivity at a fraction of the cost," he 
added. 

 

About Concurrent Analysis Corp 

 

CAC is a developer of CAEFEM and Lumino suite of products for finite element analysis over nearly 
two decades.  Founded in 1991, its flagship product CAEFEM has been received in the industry as one 
of the fastest, most reliable and highly accurate FEA solver at the lowest cost to the user.  CAC serves a 
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broad spectrum of vertical industries which include aerospace, automotive, biomedical, chemical, 
cleantech, dental, electrical / electronics, industrial / manufacturing, medical, semiconductor and 
transportation.  CAC's products have been installed in all geographical regions of the world and have 
received excellent user reviews. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Delcam Appoints Solid Applications Ltd as the UK’s Exclusive Reseller of Delcam for SolidWorks 
18 April 2012 

 

Delcam has appointed Solid Applications Ltd. to supply and support its Delcam for SolidWorks 
integrated CAM system in the UK.  Solid Applications has quickly become one of the fastest-growing 
SolidWorks resellers in the country, after switching to the Dassault Systemes’ software in November 
last year. 

 

Based in Oldbury, near Birmingham, Solid Applications Ltd. specializes in the supply, implementation 
and support of engineering solutions.  The company was founded in January 1998, by Chris Hill, 
Managing Director.  It won the first of many "Reseller of the Year” Awards that year and has 
subsequently won regular recognition for both its sales success and its high quality of customer support.  

 

"We are very pleased to add Delcam for SolidWorks to our range of software as it will allow us to offer 
integrated CAM solutions to our customers,” commented Mr. Hill.  "I have been very impressed with 
the Delcam system, especially the range of machining strategies and the close integration with 
SolidWorks.” 

 

"I am sure Solid Applications will be extremely successful with Delcam for SolidWorks,” added Delcam 
UK General Manager, Steve Creron.  "The company shares our commitment to technical excellence and 
customer support to ensure that all our users maximize the benefits of any investment in our software.” 

 

Delcam for SolidWorks combines the benefits associated with Delcam’s PowerMILL and FeatureCAM 
CAM systems.  It is based on Delcam’s proven machining algorithms that are already used by more than 
35,000 customers around the world.  These strategies ensure increased productivity, maximum tool life 
and immaculate surface finish, even when cutting the hardest, most challenging materials. 

 

At the same time, Delcam for SolidWorks has the same strong focus on ease of use as FeatureCAM, 
including all of the knowledge-based automation that makes the software so consistent and reliable.  
Most importantly, Delcam for SolidWorks includes FeatureCAM’s Automatic Feature Recognition 
system which automatically extracts detailed feature information from the SolidWorks model.  Once the 
features have been identified, Delcam for SolidWorks undertakes automatic selection of cutting tools, 
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machining strategies, and feeds and speeds, to complete the programming operation. 

 

Delcam for SolidWorks is fully integrated into the SolidWorks environment so that the program looks 
and behaves like SolidWorks.  It offers full associativity so that any changes in the CAD model are 
reflected automatically in the toolpaths.  However, this associativity is more intelligent than that offered 
in many other integrated CAM systems.  Delcam for SolidWorks does not simply modify the existing 
toolpaths but also reviews the choice of cutting tools and machining strategies, and changes them if 
necessary. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Fujitsu and MasterControl Announce Strategic Partnership 
19 April 2012  

 

Fujitsu announced today that it has entered into a reseller agreement with MasterControl Inc., a global 
provider of quality management software (QMS) solutions, in order to strengthen its capabilities as a 
solutions provider in the life sciences field.  

 

From April 19, Fujitsu will begin offering all of MasterControl's eight products to global manufacturers 
of pharmaceuticals and healthcare devices, while commencing consulting and installation support 
services related to QMS.  

 

Within the life sciences field, greater emphasis has been placed on the safety of pharmaceuticals and 
healthcare devices worldwide in recent years as the demand for compliance continues to reach 
unprecedented levels. This is especially true in the pharmaceutical field, in which the International 
Conference on Harmonization of Technical Requirements for Registration of Pharmaceuticals for 
Human Use (ICH) has become the standard in Japan, the U.S. and Europe. Companies in those regions 
are fervently implementing more comprehensive quality management systems such as risk management 
and global quality assurance frameworks.  

 

For many years, Fujitsu has offered business systems to support research and development in the life 
sciences field, holding a top share in terms of total deployment. Meanwhile, MasterControl provides 
software to support digitization of QMS for over 550 customers. The U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA), which oversees pharmaceutical and medical device manufacturers uses, the 
MasterControl product. Nearly half of the top 20 global pharmaceutical companies also use 
MasterControl.  

 

Under the agreement, both companies will bring to bear their respective track records and know-how to 
provide solutions in the life sciences field. This will enable total QMS solutions that integrate with 
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customers' business systems, responding to each customer's regulations and strengthening their global 
competitiveness.  

 

Going forward, Fujitsu and MasterControl will strengthen their alliance and develop functions to 
integrate both companies' solutions, while delivering more robust cloud-based services and offering new 
service models aimed at improving product quality in the life science field in Europe and America. 
Specifically, in partnership with DDworks21(1), Fujitsu's GCP(2) Process Management system that hold 
the top market share in Japan, the alliance will enable a GCP risk management solution geared toward 
global clinical trials.  

 

Comment from Jonathan Beckstrand, CEO for MasterControl  

We are very excited to partner with such a strong regional and global IT leader. This partnership and 
product integration, along with the combined years of experience of MasterControl and Fujitsu, will give 
pharmaceutical customers a major advantage in meeting the ever-increasing global regulatory 
challenges.  

 

Comment from Taketoshi Ohba, General Manager, Fujitsu Life Science Industry Sales Division, 
Manufacturing Industry Business Unit  

We are confident that this strategic partnership will help us continue to build Fujitsu's strong global 
presence and further enhance the technical innovations that both of our organizations provide to the life 
science industry.  

 

About MasterControl  

MasterControl Inc. produces software solutions that enable companies doing business in regulatory 
environments to get their products to market faster, while reducing overall costs and increasing internal 
efficiency. MasterControl securely manages a company's critical information throughout the entire 
product lifecycle. MasterControl software is known for being easy to implement, easy to validate, and 
easy to use. MasterControl solutions include quality management, document management, document 
control, product lifecycle management, audit management, training management, bill of materials, 
supplier management, submission documents management, clinical trial management, and more. 
Supported by a comprehensive array of services based on industry best practices, MasterControl 
provides customers with a complete information management solution across the entire enterprise. For 
more information about MasterControl, visit www.mastercontrol.com.  

 

About Fujitsu Limited  

Fujitsu is a leading provider of information and communication technology (ICT)-based business 
solutions for the global marketplace. With approximately 170,000 employees supporting customers in 
over 100 countries, Fujitsu combines a worldwide corps of systems and services experts with highly 
reliable computing and communications products and advanced microelectronics to deliver added value 
to customers. Headquartered in Tokyo, Fujitsu Limited reported consolidated revenues of 4.5 trillion yen 
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(US$55 billion) for the fiscal year ended March 31, 2011. For more information, please visit 
www.fujitsu.com . 
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Nemetschek Vectorworks and MAXON Computer seek entries for 2012 Rendering Competition 
18 April 2012 

 

Beginning today, professional and student designers can submit entries to the 2012 Inspired Visions 
Global Rendering Competition. This annual competition, which is sponsored by Nemetschek 
Vectorworks, Inc. and MAXON Computer GmbH, recognizes today's top architects and designers from 
around the world, and their abilities to visually render Vectorworks® models with Renderworks® or 
CINEMA 4D. Submissions will be accepted from April 18 to August 16, 2012, in the following 
categories: 

• Rendering with Renderworks 2012  

• Rendering with CINEMA 4D  

• Monochromatic model (rendered in Renderworks or CINEMA 4D  

 

"We are excited to collaborate again with our sister company, MAXON Computer," says Theresa 
Downs, communications director at Nemetschek Vectorworks. "It is evident that more and more 
designers are using both programs to create renderings, and we expect great things from the entries this 
year." 

 

The panel of judges includes Daniel Jansenson, principal at Daniel Jansenson Architect and author of 
Remarkable Renderworks, from Santa Monica, Ca.; Tyler Littman, principal designer and owner of 
Sholight, LLC, from New York; Nicholas Dunand, freelance designer and sculptor, from Melbourne, 
Australia; Erik Recke, freelance architectural visualizer at Datenland, from Hamburg, Germany; 
Alejandro Nogueira, CEO at DECC Arte 3D from Tecamachalco, Edo. de Mexico, Mexico; and René 
Racz from Lichtmaschine Multimedia GmbH, Basel, Switzerland.  

 

Each category winner chosen by these judges will receive $2,500 USD and will be featured in an official 
media release and on Planet Vectorworks. Winners will also be promoted on the Nemetschek 
Vectorworks and MAXON social media channels, such as Facebook, Twitter and YouTube.  

 

In addition, the public will select their "Fan Favorite" from all entries, which will be posted on the 
competition's website. Voting will take place directly on the site. 
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Designers may enter multiple categories. However, all entries must be built on a Vectorworks model. 
Interested competitors who lack the current versions of the software can request a free, 30-day version 
of Vectorworks with Renderworks software at http://www.vectorworks.net/trial/form or 
http://student.myvectorworks.net (for students), or they can download a 42-day free version of CINEMA 
4D at http://www.maxon.net/downloads/demo-version.html.  

 

To enter, vote or learn more about the competition, visit http://inspiredvisions.vectorworks.net  

 

About Nemetschek Vectorworks, Inc. 

Nemetschek Vectorworks, Inc. is a wholly owned subsidiary of Nemetschek AG and has been 
developing software since 1985. The Vectorworks line of software products provides professional 
design solutions for more than 450,000 designers in the AEC, entertainment and landscape design 
industries. With a tradition of designing flexible, versatile, intuitive and affordable CAD and Building 
Information Modeling (BIM) solutions, Nemetschek Vectorworks continues to be a global leader in 3D 
design technologies. For more information, visit www.vectorworks.net. 

 

About MAXON Computer  

Headquartered in Germany, MAXON Computer is a developer of industry-leading professional 3D 
modeling, painting, animation and rendering solutions. Its award-winning CINEMA 4D and BodyPaint 
3D software products have been used extensively to help create everything from stunning visual effects 
in top feature films, TV shows and commercials to cutting-edge game cinematics for AAA games, 
medical illustration, and architectural and industrial design applications. MAXON has offices in 
Germany, USA, United Kingdom, France, Japan and Singapore. MAXON products are available 
directly from MAXON and its worldwide distribution and reseller channel. For additional information, 
visit www.maxon.net. 

 

Objet Signs a Distribution Agreement with CIM Co., Strengthening Foothold in the Mexican 3D 
Printing Market 
18 April 2012  

 

Objet Ltd. today announced it has signed a distribution agreement with CIM Co, the Mexican company 
specializing in CAD/CAM, CAE, rapid prototyping & 3D Scanning, inspection & deformation analysis.  

 

Together, both companies will step up the presence of Objet's 3D Printers and materials in the Mexican 
market. CIM Co. clients include automotive and aerospace companies, as well as a range of companies 
in the plastics, electronics, stamping, casting and heavy industry, and shoe industries.  

 

"Mexico is a key strategic market for Objet," said Gilad Gans, Executive Vice President for Objet. "We 

http://inspiredvisions.vectorworks.net/
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are delighted to team up with a savvy partner that supplements our 3D printing offering with a strong 
footprint in Mexico, together with world-class service and industry knowledge. There is no doubt that a 
key success factor for us is a strong local presence, and CIM Co. will be instrumental in helping drive 
our continued growth in this market."  

 

Objet's activities in the Mexican region are handled by Objet's Emerging Markets division, which is 
focused on markets with strong growth potential for rapid prototyping and 3D printing. Objet's Mexican 
partners and customers in Mexico and Central America benefit from significant sales, marketing and 
operation investments, under the management of Andrew Dehart, Objet's recently-hired Regional 
Manager for Central America. Dehart has two decades of experience in rapid prototyping and 3D 
Printing, including 11 years as ZCorporation's VP of Western Hemisphere Sales and three years helping 
launch the Stratasys 3D Printing program.  

 

Hans Schwerdt, General Manager of CIM Co, added: "Objet's high-quality prototype solutions and its 
highly versatile material offering are perfectly suited to the market segments we serve. As it addresses a 
wide range of needs in multiple industries, the Objet offering is an excellent fit with our broad customer 
base and contact network."  

 

About CIM Co.  

 

Established in 1991, CIM Co. is a leading Mexican company specializing in CAD/CAM, CAE, rapid 
prototyping & 3D Scanning, inspection & deformation analysis. Based in Tlalnepantla (Mexico City 
metropolitan area), CIM Co. serves 385 companies in Mexico, Central America, and the Caribbean.  

 

About Objet  

 

Objet Ltd. is a leading provider of high quality, cost effective inkjet-based 3D printing systems and 
materials. A global company, Objet has offices in North America, Europe, Japan, China, Hong Kong, 
and India.  

 

Objet's 3D printing systems and 3D printing materials are ideal for any company involved in the 
manufacture or design of physical products using 3D software or other 3D content. Companies using 
Objet's solutions can be typically found in sectors such as consumer goods & electronics, aerospace & 
defense, automotive, education, dental, medical and medical devices, architecture, industrial machinery, 
footwear, sporting goods, toys and service bureaus.  

 

Founded in 1998, the company has thousands of customers worldwide including a substantial share of 
the relevant Fortune 100 and Fortune 500. Its award-winning technology (13 awards in 8 years) is based 
upon over 110 patents and patent pending inventions.  
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Objet's advanced 3D printing systems and range of about 70 materials enable professionals to build 
prototypes that accurately simulate the true look, feel and function of an end-product, even complex, 
assembled goods. The Objet Connex™ line of multi-material 3D printers features the world's only 
technology to simultaneously jet 2 materials. With this, users can print many different materials into a 
single part and print various mixed parts on the same build tray. Users can also create advanced 
composite materials, or Digital Materials™ featuring unique mechanical and thermal properties. Objet's 
range of about 70 3D printing materials simulate properties ranging from rigid to rubber-like, 
transparent to opaque and standard to ABS-grade engineering plastics, with a large number of in-
between shore grades and shades.  

 

Objet's 3D printers are available in a range of form-factors, from cost-effective desktop 3D printers ideal 
for entry-level professionals all the way to industrial-scale multi-material machines for front-line 
designers and top manufacturers. Objet's 3D printers feature the industry's highest-resolution 3D printing 
quality, based on 16-micron (0.0006 in.) super-thin layering, wide material versatility, office friendliness 
and ease of operation.  

 

For more information, visit us at http://www.objet.com  and for more about 3D printing industry-related 
news, business issues and trends, read the Objet blog. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

SGI and Altair lead efforts for Power Efficient Exascale Computing 
April 16 2012 

 

SGI today announced an expansion of its long-term partnership with Altair Engineering, Inc. SGI is 
collaborating with Altair to develop scheduling and systems management solutions to support energy 
efficient computing at exascale levels. As part of the expanded relationship, SGI has entered into an 
original equipment manufacturer (OEM) agreement with Altair that names the company its preferred 
workload management supplier. The agreement makes it possible for SGI to more cost-effectively 
integrate Altair’s PBS Professional® scheduler on SGI HPC systems, ensuring costs remain favorable as 
system sizes and CPU-core counts continue to increase. 

 

“SGI and Altair are committed to delivering energy-efficient and affordable computing resources to the 
high-performance computing community,” said Bill Nitzberg, chief technology officer for PBS Works at 
Altair. “With this project, we have taken a lead role in providing the enabling capabilities for power 
management in the age of exascale computing.” 

 

SGI Management Center is a comprehensive operational management application for technical 
computing, and is part of a suite of SGI software products that help companies optimize large scale 

http://www.objet.com/
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system power usage and consumption effectively and efficiently, simplifying energy information into 
meaningful decision points. As part of this agreement, SGI Management Center will be more tightly 
integrated with Altair’s PBS Professional for more optimal system performance and scheduling of 
resources. 

 

“Exascale is forcing a redefinition of the way customers approach computing and systems 
management,” said Christian Tanasescu, vice president of software product engineering at SGI. 
“Companies won’t be able to simply apply or extrapolate the work done at petascale levels to maintain 
performance once they move to the exascale range, and this agreement allows us to tailor solutions for 
our customers that allow them to scale their workloads efficiently and cost-effectively.” 

 

The goal of the collaboration is for SGI and Altair to deliver a set of software to efficiently manage large 
scale systems for performance, resilience, and power optimization. With this software, capacity planning 
can be based on available power, scaling to meet the changing power requirements of a specific job or 
an entire workload. Focus areas for the project include workload and application profiling, and power 
rate and load scheduling. The solution will enable intelligent scheduling based on power consumption, 
so users can run jobs on the most energy-efficient resource for a given application, or apply policies that 
allow them to schedule jobs when energy rates are at their lowest. 

Click here to return to Contents 
 

Siemens PLM Software and Oakland University Develop New Course to Prepare Students for STEM 
Jobs 
19 April 2012  

 

Siemens PLM Software and Oakland University’s Industrial Systems Engineering Department (ISE), 
today announced a new PLM course offering that will help prepare students for the growing job 
opportunities in science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) being fueled by the revitalization of 
the U.S. manufacturing industry. The new course, which is being introduced for the upcoming fall 
semester, leverages the same advanced PLM software technology in the classroom that leading, 
innovative companies around the world depend on every day to design and produce their products. 

  

According to a 2011 report from the United States Department of Commerce, “Over the past 10 years, 
growth in STEM jobs was three times as fast as growth in non-STEM jobs. STEM workers are also less 
likely to experience joblessness than their non-STEM counterparts. Science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics workers play a key role in the sustained growth and stability of the U.S. economy, and 
are a critical component to helping the U.S. win the future.” 

 

The new PLM course’s instructor, Dr. Patrick Hillberg, Solution Architect for Siemens PLM Software 
and ISE Department Adjunct Professor for Oakland University, will focus on manufacturing technology, 
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using NX™ software, Siemens PLM Software’s solution for integrated computer-aided design, 
manufacturing and engineering (CAD/CAM/CAE), and Teamcenter® software, the world’s most widely 
used digital lifecycle management system. The course’s software is provided through Siemens PLM 
Software’s GO PLM™ initiative (GO PLM) that provides PLM technology to more than one million 
students yearly at more than 11,000 global institutions, where it is used at every academic level – from 
grade schools to graduate engineering research programs. 

 

Together, Siemens PLM Software and Oakland University will provide hands-on advanced technology 
training to manage a specific products’ entire lifecycle, from conception, design and manufacture, to its 
service and disposal. The course also highlights the integration of people, data, processes and business 
systems within companies and their extended enterprise – something PLM software makes possible. 

 

"We are excited to be working with Siemens PLM Software to develop this new PLM course and use 
industry-leading technology in the classroom. We believe it will be valuable to both our students and to 
engineers currently in the workforce," said Professor Robert Van Til, ISE Department Chair. “The 
hands-on training along with industry expertise provides the right skill set for recruitment and 
investment in our local community. Not only that, but we are also contributing on a broad level to the 
U.S. manufacturing revitalization effort.” 

 

“Through our GO PLM program $34 million in-kind software grant last year, we provided software for 
students and educators that is the same manufacturing technology currently being used by leading multi-
national manufacturing companies,” said Bill Boswell, senior director, partner strategy, Siemens PLM 
Software. “The experience gained better prepares students for today’s highly competitive job market that 
requires deep knowledge of modern technologies and tools.” 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

 

The vdR Group Announces Partnership with Alcove9, Developers of Advanced Search Technologies 
18 April 2012 

 

The vdR Group and Alcove9 announce their partnership. The partnership improves the productivity of 
clients’ critical business systems by combining the power of custom interoperability with advanced 
search capabilities. 

 

The vdR Group recently announced the launch of their new service offering, Optimize, providing 
custom enterprise application integration (EAI) services for open source solutions. Optimize services 
were deployed on a project for Alcove9 to develop connectivity and a user-interface enhancement 
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between the a9 Hub and Aras Innovator. The result is a9 AppConnect for Aras Innovator, enabling Aras 
Innovator data and files to now be searchable data sources within the a9 Hub. The product also provides 
Aras customers with the ability to leverage the power of Alcove9′s advanced search capabilities within 
the familiar user-interface of Aras Innovator, or completely independent of it. Users can immediately 
locate part and product data residing in Aras Innovator without requiring prior knowledge of its object 
type, and also view other data sources that have been indexed throughout an enterprise. 

 

“We are pleased to announce our partnership with The vdR Group,” said Sam Abu-Hamdan, President 
of Alcove9. “Their ability to provide connectivity and enhancement services of open source to open 
source solutions, as well as, open source to proprietary business systems is extremely beneficial to our 
clients.” 

 

“Alcove9′s advanced search capabilities are a great example of open source technology providing 
immediate efficiency improvements for customers” said Martin van der Roest, President of The vdR 
Group. “We look forward to building upon our new partnership with Alcove9 while continuing to 
optimize the interoperability of CAD, PDM, PLM, ECM, and ERP to support our clients’ unique 
workflow requirements.” 

 

Click here to return to Contents 
 

Events News 
Cimatron to Showcase Innovative NC Solutions in Korea 
17 April 2012 

 

Cimatron Limited [http://www.cimatron.com ] (NASDAQ and TASE: CIMT) has announced that its 
leading software products for machining and tooling will be featured at the forthcoming Seoul 
International Manufacturing Technology Show (SIMTOS), Korea. 

 

"The modern manufacturer faces so many challenges, especially in trying to reduce product turnaround 
times while maximizing quality and minimizing costs," said Mr. SK Lee, Cimatron's General Manager 
for Korea. 

 

"This is where CimatronE and GibbsCAM come in, offering a powerful array of capabilities that have 
the potential to meet these challenges head on, giving manufacturers a significant boost to their overall 
levels of performance." 

 

In addition to powerful CAD tools for NC, CimatronE provides solutions that include 2.5- to 5-axis 
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milling for any job type, a rich machining strategies library, advanced collision detection and machining 
simulations, and post-processors for any machine and controller. 

 

"Among the many recent enhancements to CimatronE is the groundbreaking NC SuperBox, the world's 
first toolpath acceleration device," said Mr. Lee. 

"NC programmers find that their ability to work on concurrent tasks is significantly enhanced with the 
offloading of background toolpath calculations to the SuperBox, leading to increased tool shop 
productivity." 

 

GibbsCAM caters to a diverse range of machining needs, offering 2- to 5-Axis milling, turning, 
mill/turn, rotary milling, high speed machining, Swiss, wire EDM, tombstone machining and multi-task 
machining. 

"Popular for the variety of solutions it offers, GibbsCAM has become particularly renowned as one of 
the very few CAM products capable of powering Multi Tasking Machines," said Mr. Lee. 

 

"While MTM machines increase accuracy and productivity, they are notoriously extremely complex to 
efficiently program and run. GibbsCAM is proud to be the conduit for the effective use of these 
machines throughout Korea, with years of experience in the industry and a library of over 12,000 post 
processors supporting even the most complex machine." 

 

The Cimatron booth at SIMTOS will feature customer stories, video simulations and data sheets 
depicting the success and speed at which CimatronE and GibbsCAM power the manufacturing process. 

 

"I invite SIMTOS delegates to visit our booth to see why CimatronE and GibbsCAM have become the 
solutions of choice for so many manufacturers in Korea and across the world," said Mr. Lee. 

The Cimatron booth will be in Hall 8, stand 8B439. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Cimatron Powering Mold, Die & 5-Axis Production in Japan 

19 April 2012 

 

Cimatron Limited reseller in Japan, Saeilo, is showcasing CimatronE at the Intermold Japan trade show 
held in Osaka.  

"CimatronE has been a key CAD/CAM software product promoted by Saeilo in Japan for many years," 
said Mr. Satoshi Obata, President of Saeilo Japan.  
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"A year after the Tsunami that devastated Japan, the manufacturing industry continues to recover, and 
we are proud of the role CimatronE is playing in powering mold, die and 5-axis production across the 
country."  

CimatronE is an integrated solution, powering all aspects of mold, tool and die making, as well as the 
creation of discrete parts. It covers all stages in the production process, from quotation and data import 
to design, NC programming and manufacturing.  

Key functionality includes:  
     
    - Quoting & data import from standard formats (DXF, IGES, STEP, VDA, 
      Parasolid, SAT [ACIS] and STL) and a range of native formats. 
    - Mold design - parting and cavity design; BOM creation; mold base plates; core, 
      cavity and sliders; catalog parts; lifters and inserts; injection and cooling systems; 
      runner simulation; and motion analysis and collision detection. 
    - Electrode design, burning and manufacturing; and Wire EDM programming. 
    - Die design - blank design and forming; die strip layout; tool design (die 
      sets, punches, catalog parts); and motion analysis and collision detection. 
    - NC programming and manufacturing - built-in CAD functionality; efficient 
      roughing and high quality finishing; plate machining and drilling; simulation; 
      post-processor support; and NC setup and tool table reports. 
 

Saeilo is offering a practical demonstration of these capabilities at its booth at Intermold, as well as 
presenting CimatronE's functionality at a technical workshop at the event.  

Saeilo's CimatronE display is at booth 6A-202.  

Visit the Cimatron website 
http://www.cimatron.com/Main/VideoGallery.aspx?FolderID=2970&lang=en to view videos of 
CimatronE's capabilities.  

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Emal sponsors ‘Mechatronics Symposium’ 
18 April 2012 

 

Emirates Aluminium (Emal) has for the third consecutive year sponsored the 8th International 
Symposium on Mechatronics and its Applications (Isma) which was held in Sharjah recently. 

 

Mechatronics concerns the fusion of multiple engineering practices to create intelligent components to 
improve system performance. It is one of the most important emerging technologies that will help 
change the world in the future, a statement from Emal said. 

http://www.cimatron.com/Main/VideoGallery.aspx?FolderID=2970&lang=en


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 34 

 

Local students were able to hear from some of the leading experts in the field during the three-day event 
held at the American University of Sharjah. 

 

Saeed Fadhel Al Mazrooei, Emal’s president and CEO, said: “Mechatronics is one of the most important 
emerging fields of technology development in the world. It requires creative thinking and practical 
solutions, ideal for the type of processes, in which we operate within Emal, where we continually strive 
to improve our performance.” 

 

“Those attending were able to hear from local and international experts, and actively participate in the 
symposium,” said Yousuf Bastaki, vice president, projects of Emal.  

 

“Events such as Isma are at the core of Emal’s long-term vision, as we invest today to reap benefits 
tomorrow. Isma symbolizes that quest for future improvement and helps to engage our future engineers 
for the exciting careers that projects such as Emal can offer.”   

 

Forty eight experts’ papers were presented from 20 countries. A total of 20 engineers were present from 
the local industry. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 
 

 

Efficient process automation and optimized offline programming with CENIT  
April 17 2012 

 

At this year’s AUTOMATICA from 22 to 25 May in Munich, CENIT will showcase innovative 
solutions from FASTSUITE, a proprietary product toolbox for automating manufacturing processes. 
CENIT’s participation in the trade fair will concentrate on the FASTSUITE solutions as they apply to 
the field of robotics.  

 

Under the motto “Efficiency just needs one solution”, CENIT’s product lifecycle management experts 
will be on-site at our Booth No. 129 in Hall B2, focusing on robot-guided processes and technologies for 
the automotive and aerospace industries.  

 

CENIT’s fair booth will offer visitors insights into our sector-specific, end-to-end solutions for special 
sub-processes, e.g. laser trimming, paint application, cladding, riveting and shot peening. Efficiency 
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boosts thanks to perfectly fine-tuned processes offer quick-victory but nevertheless sustained cost-
saving benefits. In association with Jenoptik, CENIT will present a real-life scenario for 3D laser 
trimming of a VW Polo Stim wall. Here the visitors can witness the on-the-ground advantages of 
optimized robot cell offline programming and simulation.  

Further live demonstrations will be devoted to the many ways in which the software solution CENIT 
FASTSUITE can be applied to the efficient, simple, geometry-based offline programming (OLP) of 
robot cells. “FASTSUITE OLP is successful for one main reason: Because it enables the geometry-
based programming and simulation of the widest imaginable range of complex robot applications and 
technologies via a single, uniform standard software. We do this by relying on methods that have long 
become established as industry standards in the 3D CAD/CAM world, and which we are now carrying 
forward to the world of robotics. In this way, we show our customers a path away from specialized niche 
systems and towards integrated, standard-based solution components“, explains Kurt Bengel, CEO of 
CENIT AG.  

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Maxion Wheels to Present at Aras ACE International Conference May 1-3 
 April 17 2012 

 

Aras®, today announced that Maxion Wheels, formerly Hayes Lemmerz, a leading worldwide producer 
of aluminum and steel wheels, will present at ACE 2012 International, Aras’s global conference which 
takes place May 1-3 in Troy, Michigan, USA. Dan McEvilly, Global Application Manager at Maxion 
Wheels, will present.  

 

Maxion Wheels is a leading worldwide producer of aluminum and steel wheels for passenger cars and 
light trucks and of steel wheels for commercial trucks and trailers. The Company has 22 locations 
globally and sells its products to every major North American, Japanese, and European manufacturer of 
passenger cars and light trucks. ACE 2012 attendees will learn how Maxion Wheels is leveraging Aras 
as a single system worldwide for concept to production, request for quotation and engineering change 
processes.  

 

ACE 2012 International - May 1-3, 2012  

Location: Detroit Marriot Troy - Troy, MI (close to Detroit USA) 

Cost: Free to Attend - No Fee (Registration Required)  

Details and Registration: http://www.aras.com/ACE2012  

 

About ACE 2012 Intenrational 
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ACE 2012 International brings together business and technology professionals from around the world to 
learn and collaborate on PLM best practices that address enterprise process challenges from global 
product development to outsourced manufacturing and systems engineering complexity. The theme of 
the 2012 conference is “Be Different” which emphasizes the power of the Aras solution suite and 
advanced PLM platform, and how enterprises use Aras to differentiate, innovate and compete on process 
superiority.  

 

Whether you're just forming your PLM strategy or expanding your Aras deployment, ACE 2012 
International is an excellent opportunity to get the latest PLM best practices, find out about Aras from 
leading global companies and talk with people who have achieved results with Aras. For the complete 
agenda and conference details, please visit http://www.aras.com/ACE2012  

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Omnify Software and CADD Edge Launch Product Lifecycle Management Seminar Series 
16 April 2012 

 

Omnify Software and CADD Edge, a leading re-seller of product design software, launch a seminar 
series to educate manufacturers on PLM technology and the value it can bring to their organization 
through centralized management of product data. Scheduled events will be held on Tuesday, May 1 in 
Farmington, CT and Wednesday, May 2 in New York City.  

 

On February 7, 2012, Omnify Software and CADD Edge kicked off their PLM seminar series in 
Andover, MA featuring Barry Mendell, Engineering Services Manager for Mevion Medical, as a 
keynote speaker. With over 15 years of experience using various Product Lifecycle Management 
products, Mr. Mendell touted the benefits PLM can deliver to manufacturers of all sizes by providing a 
centralized and controlled location to manage all product data and documentation across the enterprise. 
Particular emphasis was placed on the adoption of Omnify Empower PLM at Mevion Medical in order 
to implement best practices early on. As a medical device manufacturer, PLM is integral to Mevion's 
product development operations to ensure they are delivering high quality products with processes that 
adhere to stringent FDA and ISO compliance guidelines.  

 

Mr. Mendell demonstrated Mevion's use of Empower PLM for item creation, Bill of Material (BOM) 
and revision management with full audit trails, document management, controlled change processes, 
automated training management and equipment calibration, as well as a centralized quality system that 
is tied directly to the product record. Omnify Software and CADD Edge will host additional educational 
seminars on PLM and educate manufacturers on product design and development best practices.  
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"Joining forces with our mutual customers to educate other CADD Edge manufacturing clients is a great 
way to demonstrate the capabilities of the Empower PLM solution as well as the expert sales and 
support services CADD Edge delivers," stated David Solimini, Vice President of Sales for Omnify 
Software. "The February event proved to be quite successful according to attendee feedback and we 
look forward to working with CADD Edge on future PLM seminars."  

 

Anyone interested in attending the May seminars can register online at: 
http://www.caddedge.com/omnify-plm-executive-events-in-may  

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

PROLIM Global Corporation to Sponsor Aras ACE International Conference 
19 April 2012  

 

PROLIM Global Corporation today announced that it will sponsor ACE 2012 International, the annual 
global event for Aras enterprise open source product lifecycle management (PLM) software. ACE 2012 
International takes place May 1-3 in Troy, Michigan, USA. 

 

ACE 2012 International - May 1-3, 2012 

Detroit Marriot Troy - Troy, MI (close to Detroit USA) 

Free to Attend - No Fee - Registration Required 

Details and Registration: http://www.aras.com/ACE2012 

 

“ACE brings people together from all over the Aras Corporate Community and all over the world, 
providing an excellent opportunity to see the latest innovations from partners, talk to users that have 
achieved PLM success and find out what’s coming next from Aras. Whether you're just forming your 
PLM strategy or expanding your Aras deployment, you won’t want to miss this year’s ACE 
conference,” said Peter Schroer, President of Aras. 

 

“We put Life into Product Lifecycle by focusing on voice of customer (VOC) and try very hard to solve 
the unsolved business problem by leveraging Technology. We are proud to participate and sponsor ACE 
2012,” said Prabhu Patil, CEO & President of PROLIM. 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Record Attendance at GibbsCAM 2012 Reseller Conference 
18 April 2012 

 

Gibbs and Associates is pleased to announce today record attendance at the company’s annual 
GibbsCAM 2012 International Reseller Conference held in Woodland Hills, California, USA. 

 

GibbsCAM Resellers and Cimatron subsidiaries who sell, service and support GibbsCAM from all over 
the world turned out to participate in the event. They got an opportunity to see “first hand” the latest in 
product development and exciting new enhancements to the software geared towards increased customer 
productivity and wider scope of application capabilities.  

 

Keynote speaker Chuck Birkle, Vice President of Sales and Marketing for Mazak Corporation, 
presented a fascinating overview of the company and Mazak’s vision for the future. Birkle emphasized 
the importance of the close level of cooperation between the two companies and Mazak’s joint efforts 
with Gibbs and Associates towards customer productivity and satisfaction, especially as the installations, 
capabilities and demands of multi-tasking machines increase. Matsuura Machinery Company, a long 
time GibbsCAM President’s Club member was represented by Tomoyuki Kawatsuu, who gave the 
attendees an insightful overview of the product capabilities most valued by end users in Japan. Mario 
Winterstein, Business Development Director from AMT - The Association For Manufacturing 
Technology, highlighted the importance of cooperation between CAM companies and machine builders 
as well as the benefits that AMT could provide to assist in building these future relationships worldwide.  

 

Bill Gibbs, President and founder of Gibbs and Associates stated: “As we celebrate our 30th year in the 
CAD/CAM business, it’s a pleasure to spend a few days celebrating with the growing group of people 
who make our success possible.”  

 

Danny Haran, President and CEO of Cimatron Limited was quick to point out that “both Cimatron and 
Gibbs and Associates started 30 years ago and now we’ve evolved into one very successful company of 
people who share the same commitment to delivering the highest quality product and service to our 
growing customer base.”  

 

“It’s becoming more and more of a challenge to raise the eyebrows of Resellers who have been with 
Gibbs for several decades and know this product as well as we do,” commented Robb Weinstein, Vice 
President Sales and Strategic Planning, “but it’s always a pleasure to see their eyes light up when we 
show them something new that will help them address the challenges faced by their customers to 
increase profitability in these competitive times.” 

Click here to return to Contents 
 



CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 39 

Financial News 
 

CENIT Posts On-Year Sales Growth of 15.7% and EBIT growth of 57.9% 
16 April 2012 

 

CENIT AG ended the 2011 business year with significant on-year growth. Positive economic parameters 
in Germany have led to an increased readiness of customers to invest in IT projects. On-year results 
increases were achieved in terms of both sales and EBIT. Based on the annual financial statement of 
CENIT Aktiengesellschaft, Stuttgart, the Managing and Supervisory Boards will recommend to the 
Annual Meeting of Shareholders on 6 June that a dividend of 0.30 EUR per share be disbursed.  

During the 2011 business year, CENIT Group achieved sales revenues of 107,840 kEUR (2010: 93,174 
kEUR/+15.7%). Sales proceeds from CENIT’s consulting and services were up 7.7% (2011: 54,540 
kEUR / 2010: 50,625 kEUR). Sales of non-proprietary software in-creased significantly by 29.6% to 
41,358 kEUR (2010: 31,915 kEUR), a main focus being the expansion of business in PLM software 
products. Sales of CENIT’s proprietary soft-ware grew from 9,901 kEUR to 11,676 kEUR (+17.9%), 
largely on the strength of successful end-customer sales of the software products FASTSUITE and 
cenitCONNECT in the PLM sphere, as well as IBM FileNet System Monitor and ECLISO in the EIM 
field. 

 

Gross profits totaled 69,470 kEUR (2010: 61,152 kEUR/+13.6%). CENIT achieved EBITDA of 8,736 
kEUR (2010: 5,741 kEUR/+52.2%) and EBIT of 6,262 kEUR (2010: 3,965 kEUR/ +57.9%). Earnings 
per share were 0.52 EUR (2010: 0.36 EUR/+44.4%). 

 

PARTICIPATIONS/SUBSIDIARIES 

CENIT (Switzerland) AG, Effretikon/Switzerland 

During the 2nd Quarter of 2011, CENIT (Switzerland) AG acquired Transcat PLM AG, Switzerland. 
The enterprise merged fully with CENIT (Switzerland) AG a few weeks later. During the past business 
year, the subsidiary achieved sales revenues of 9,991 kEUR (2010: 3,789 kEUR), accounting for EBIT 
of 883 kEUR (2010: 448 kEUR). The focus of business activities in Switzerland is largely on PLM 
solutions by Dassault Systèmes and EIM solutions by IBM. Working from offices in Effretikon and 
Yverdon-les-Bains, a total of 19 staff members serve customers primarily from the manufacturing and 
financial services industries.  

 

CENIT North America Inc., Auburn Hills/MI, USA 

CENIT North America Inc. attained sales of 10,094 kEUR (2010: 6,739 kEUR) and EBIT of 1,612 
kEUR (2010: 233 kEUR). The high rate of growth can be attributed to a major one-off project as well as 
a positive overall orders situation. In the US, CENIT focuses on marketing its software products for the 
PLM field. These efforts primarily address clients from the aerospace and manufacturing industries. 29 
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staff members are active in the service and sales segments. 

 

CENIT SRL, Iasi/Romania 

CENIT SRL reported total sales of 1,138 kEUR (2010: 549 kEUR), resulting in EBIT of 84 kEUR 
(2010: 31 kEUR). 24 staff members are active primarily in service provision and software development. 
The marketing of PLM-related software by CENIT’s strategic partner Dassault Systèmes is a further 
point of emphasis in Romania. 

 

CENIT France SARL, Toulouse/France 

CENIT France SARL posted sales of 594 kEUR (2010: 674 kEUR) and EBIT of 31 kEUR (2010: 69 
kEUR). 3 staff members primarily serve our customer EADS Airbus in Toulouse. 

 

CENIT Japan K. K., Tokyo/Japan 

The subsidiary CENIT Japan K. K., newly established in 2011, achieved sales of 50 kEUR and EBIT of 
-178 kEUR. Via local partners, CENIT has already been successfully marketing its software and 
consulting products in Japan for a number of years. CENIT now wishes to underline the importance of 
this market, particularly in the field of offline programming of robots and manufacturing machinery, by 
establishing an own presence on the ground, currently with 3 staff members. 

 

Incoming Orders 

During the past business year 2011, Group-wide incoming orders amounted to 122,900 kEUR (2010: 
103,393 kEUR). On 31 December 2011, orders in hand totaled 48,177 kEUR (2010: 38,249 kEUR). 

 

Asset and Financial Status 

There are no liabilities in relation to banks or lending institutions – neither short-term nor long-term. On 
the balance-sheet date, equity capital totaled 32,206 kEUR (2010: 29,037 kEUR), at an equity ratio of 
57.1% (2010: 58.4%). On the balance-sheet date, bank deposits and liquid assets totaled 18,135 kEUR 
(2010: 13,306 kEUR). The operative cash flow reached 8,266 kEUR (2010: 1,973 kEUR). In 2011, the 
operative cash flow was influenced by the payment of a shareholder dividend in the total amount of 
1,255 kEUR, by investments in tangible assets in the amount of 1,842 kEUR, and by investments in 
long-term financial assets in the amount of 2,000 kEUR. 

 

Employees 

On 31 December 2011, the total number of staff employed Group-wide was 657 (2010: 634). Personnel 
costs during the reporting period totaled 45,457 kEUR across CENIT Group (2010: 40,742 kEUR). 
CENIT is currently training 31 young professionals in a variety of vocations. The trainees include 
students from the Dual University of Baden-Württemberg (DHBW) and vocational students in the field 
of information technology. A further focal point of human resources work in 2011 was attracting highly 
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qualified staff members to CENIT in Germany and world-wide.  

 

Outlook 

While the current overall economic situation in Germany is positive, developments in the international 
environment – particularly within the Euro zone – are difficult to forecast. CENIT AG thus intends to 
adhere to its sustainability-oriented enterprise strategy. Where the situation permits, however, we shall 
also invest in inorganic growth. 

 

The objective of the enterprise is to grow profitably in all segments. The prerequisites for achieving this 
goal are given. Following a solid year 2011, the enterprise expects renewed growth in 2012. From 
today’s perspective, CENIT assumes that Group-wide sales growth of 4 to 5% and results growth 
(EBIT) of approximately 10% can be achieved during the 2012 business year. The individual segments 
will perform in proportion to the overall development. For the next-following business year 2013, we 
expect growth rates in a similar order of magnitude, though we wish to emphasize that the forecast 
growth levels are strongly dependent on further economic developments in Germany and in the target 
markets world-wide, as well as on the readiness of the enterprise’s customers to undertake IT 
investments. 

 

The complete 2011 Business Report is available in German and English on CENIT’s homepage: 
http://www.cenit.de/geschaeftsbericht  

 

Additional Information: 

This report may contain future-oriented statements regarding the business, financial and earnings 
situation of, as well as profit projections for, CENIT. Such future-oriented statements are characterized 
by terms or statements such as "the company may" or "the company will", "expects", "assumes", "is 
considering", "intends to", "plans", "believes", "will continue to" and/or "estimates", as well as similar 
terms and statements. Such statements contain no guarantee that the projections will in fact be achieved. 
Rather, such statements involve risks, imponderables and assumptions that are difficult to predict and, in 
addition, are based on assumptions as to future events which may prove to be incorrect. For this reason, 
actual events may diverge significantly from the assumptions contained in the respective statement. In a 
future-oriented statement by which CENIT expresses expectations or assumptions with regard to future 
events, these expectations or assumptions are made in good faith, and it shall be assumed that they are 
made upon an appropriate basis; however, it cannot be guaranteed that the said statements, expectations 
or assumptions shall indeed occur, or be attained or fulfilled. The actual operative result may diverge 
significantly from such future-oriented statements and is subject to certain risks. In this regard, please 
refer to the Business Report of CENIT AG. 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Cimatron Receives Court Approval for Cash Distributions to Shareholders  
18 April 2012  

 

Cimatron Limited announced today that following its announcement from November 29, 2011 to seek 
court approval for cash distributions to shareholders, the Israeli court today approved the distribution to 
Cimatron shareholders of up to US$10 million. The distribution may be effected over the course of a 12 
month period following the approval of the court, subject to subsequent Board approvals of specific 
payments out of the total potential distribution amount. Cimatron is also in the process of seeking a 
ruling from the Israeli Tax Authority with respect to withholding on any such future distributions.  

 

Prior to any specific distribution, Cimatron will issue a press release announcing the exact distribution 
amount, record date and distribution date.  

 

Click here to return to Contents 
 

EMC's First-Quarter 2012 Earnings Results Available on EMC.com 
18 April 2012 

 

EMC Corporation today announced that its first-quarter 2012 financial results and earnings news release 
are now available on the EMC Investor Relations website at: http://www.emc.com/q1-2012-earnings 
and on the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission website at: http://www.sec.gov/cgi-bin/browse-
edgar?action=getcompany&CIK=0000790070&owner=exclude&count=40  

 

As previously announced, EMC will host its first-quarter 2012 earnings conference call today at 8:30 
a.m. ET, which will be available on EMC's Investor Relations website at: http://www.emc.com/ir  

 

Click here to return to Contents 
 

IBM Reports 2012 First-Quarter Results  
18 April 2012 
 
Diluted EPS:  
GAAP: $2.61, up 13 percent;  
Operating (non-GAAP): $2.78, up 15 percent;  
Net income:  
GAAP: $3.1 billion, up 7 percent;  

http://www.sec.gov/cgi-bin/browse-edgar?action=getcompany&CIK=0000790070&owner=exclude&count=40
http://www.sec.gov/cgi-bin/browse-edgar?action=getcompany&CIK=0000790070&owner=exclude&count=40
http://www.emc.com/ir
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Operating (non-GAAP): $3.3 billion, up 9 percent;  
Gross profit margin:  
GAAP: 45.1 percent, up 0.9 points;  
Operating (non-GAAP): 45.7 percent, up 1.2 points;  
Revenue: $24.7 billion, flat, up 1 percent adjusting for currency;  
Free cash flow of $1.9 billion, up $1.1 billion;  
Software revenue up 5 percent, 7 percent adjusting for currency;  
Services revenue up 1 percent:  
Services pre-tax income up 11 percent;  
Services backlog of $139 billion, down 2 percent, up 1 percent adjusting for currency;  
Systems and Technology revenue down 7 percent, 6 percent adjusting for currency;  
Growth markets revenue up 9 percent;  
Business analytics revenue up 14 percent;  
Smarter Planet revenue up more than 25 percent;  
Cloud revenue doubled first-quarter 2011 revenue;  
Full-year 2012 operating (non-GAAP) EPS expectations raised to at least $15.00 from at least $14.85.  
 
IBM today announced first-quarter 2012 diluted earnings of $2.61 per share, compared with diluted 
earnings of $2.31 per share in the first quarter of 2011, an increase of 13 percent. Operating (non-
GAAP) diluted earnings were $2.78 per share, compared with operating diluted earnings of $2.41 per 
share in the first quarter of 2011, an increase of 15 percent.  
 
First-quarter net income was $3.1 billion compared with $2.9 billion in the first quarter of 2011, an 
increase of 7 percent. Operating (non-GAAP) net income was $3.3 billion compared with $3.0 billion in 
the first quarter of 2011, an increase of 9 percent.  
 
Total revenues for the first quarter of 2012 of $24.7 billion were flat (up 1 percent, adjusting for 
currency) from the first quarter of 2011.  
 
“In the first quarter, we drove strong profit and earnings per share growth. We delivered another 
excellent software performance, expanded services margins, and continued the momentum in our growth 
initiatives,” said Ginni Rometty, IBM president and chief executive officer. “Our investments in growth 
market countries continued to generate strong revenue growth across software, hardware and services 
while contributing to the company’s ongoing margin expansion.  
 
“Based on this performance, we are raising our 2012 full-year operating earnings per share expectations 
to at least $15.00.”  
 
First-Quarter GAAP – Operating (non-GAAP) Reconciliation  
 
First-quarter operating (non-GAAP) diluted earnings exclude $0.17 per share of charges: $0.11 per share 
for the amortization of purchased intangible assets and other acquisition-related charges, and $0.06 per 
share for retirement-related charges driven by changes to plan assets and liabilities primarily related to 
market performance.  
 
Full-Year 2012 Expectations  
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IBM raised its expectations for full-year 2012 GAAP diluted earnings per share to at least $14.27 from 
at least $14.16; and operating (non-GAAP) diluted earnings per share to at least $15.00 from at least 
$14.85. The 2012 operating (non-GAAP) earnings expectations exclude $0.73 per share of charges for 
amortization of purchased intangible assets, other acquisition-related charges, and retirement-related 
charges driven by changes to plan assets and liabilities primarily related to market performance.  
 
Geographic Regions  
 
The Americas’ first-quarter revenues were $10.5 billion, an increase of 1 percent (up 2 percent, 
adjusting for currency) from the 2011 period. Revenues from Europe/Middle East/Africa were $7.6 
billion, down 2 percent (up 1 percent, adjusting for currency). Asia-Pacific revenues increased 4 percent 
(up 1 percent, adjusting for currency) to $6.1 billion. OEM revenues were $509 million, down 17 
percent compared with the 2011 first quarter.  
 
Growth Markets  
 
Revenues from the company’s growth markets increased 9 percent (up 9 percent, adjusting for currency) 
and 40 countries had double digit revenue growth at constant currency. Revenues in the BRIC countries 
— Brazil, Russia, India and China — increased 10 percent (up 11 percent, adjusting for currency).  
 
Services  
 
Global Technology Services segment revenues increased 2 percent (up 3 percent, adjusting for currency) 
to $10.0 billion. Global Business Services segment revenues were down 2 percent (down 1 percent, 
adjusting for currency) to $4.6 billion.  
 
Pre-tax income from Global Technology Services increased 20 percent and pre-tax margin increased to 
14.3 percent. Global Business Services pre-tax income decreased 6 percent and pre-tax margin 
decreased to 12.5 percent.  
 
The estimated services backlog at March 31 was $139 billion, down 2 percent year over year at actual 
rates (up 1 percent, adjusting for currency). Services backlog at the end of a quarter measures the current 
value of work under contract expected to be recognized as revenue in future quarters.  
 
Software  
 
Revenues from the Software segment were $5.6 billion, an increase of 5 percent (up 7 percent, adjusting 
for currency) compared with the first quarter of 2011. Software pre-tax income increased 12 percent and 
pre-tax margin increased to 30.2 percent.  
Revenues from IBM’s key middleware products, which include WebSphere, Information Management, 
Tivoli, Lotus and Rational products, were $3.5 billion, an increase of 7 percent (up 8 percent, adjusting 
for currency) versus the first quarter of 2011. Operating systems revenues of $590 million increased 9 
percent (up 10 percent, adjusting for currency) compared with the prior-year quarter.  
 
Revenues from the WebSphere family of software products increased 16 percent year over year. 
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Information Management software revenues increased 5 percent. Revenues from Tivoli software 
increased 5 percent. Revenues from Lotus software were flat, and Rational software increased 1 percent.  
 
Revenues from the company’s business analytics operations across services, software and hardware 
segments increased 14 percent.  
Hardware  
 
Revenues from the Systems and Technology segment totaled $3.7 billion for the quarter, down 7 percent 
(down 6 percent, adjusting for currency) from the first quarter of 2011. Systems and Technology pre-tax 
income decreased $236 million.  
Total systems revenues decreased 6 percent (down 6 percent, adjusting for currency). Revenues from 
Power Systems were flat compared with the 2011 period. Revenues from System x were also flat. 
Revenues from System z mainframe server products decreased 25 percent compared with the year-ago 
period. Total delivery of System z computing power, as measured in MIPS (millions of instructions per 
second), decreased 5 percent. Revenues from System Storage decreased 4 percent, and revenues from 
Retail Store Solutions decreased 13 percent year over year. Revenues from Microelectronics OEM 
decreased 13 percent.  
 
Financing  
 
Global Financing segment revenues decreased 5 percent (down 4 percent, adjusting for currency) in the 
first quarter to $490 million. Pre-tax income for the segment decreased 1 percent to $512 million.  

*** 
The company’s total gross profit margin was 45.1 percent in the 2012 first quarter compared with 44.1 
percent in the 2011 first-quarter period. Total operating (non-GAAP) gross profit margin was 45.7 
percent in the 2012 first quarter compared with 44.5 percent in the 2011 first-quarter period, with 
increases in Global Technology Services and Global Business Services.  
 
Total expense and other income increased 3 percent to $7.3 billion compared with the prior-year period.  
S,G&A expense of $5.9 billion increased 1 percent year over year. R,D&E expense of $1.6 billion 
increased 1 percent compared with the year-ago period. Intellectual property and custom development 
income decreased to $255 million compared with $262 million a year ago. Other (income) and expense 
was income of $58 million compared with prior-year income of $202 million. Interest expense increased 
to $110 million compared with $93 million in the prior year.  
 
Total operating (non-GAAP) expense and other income increased 3 percent to $7.2 billion compared 
with the prior-year period. Operating (non-GAAP) S,G&A expense of $5.8 billion was flat compared 
with prior-year expense. Operating (non-GAAP) R,D&E expense of $1.6 billion was flat compared with 
the year-ago period.  
 
Pre-tax income of $3.8 billion and pre-tax margin of 15.5 percent were flat compared with the prior-year 
period. Operating (non-GAAP) pre-tax income increased 3 percent to $4.1 billion and pre-tax margin 
was 16.7 percent, up 0.5 points.  
 
IBM’s tax rate was 20.1 percent, down 4.9 points year over year; operating (non-GAAP) tax rate was 
20.6 percent, down 4.4 points. The lower tax rate was due to a one-time benefit associated with a tax 
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restructuring in Latin America. The benefit offset the company’s first-quarter workforce rebalancing 
expense, similar to first-quarter 2011 when a one-time gain from asset sales offset workforce 
rebalancing expenses. The company expects its full-year 2012 effective tax rate on a GAAP and 
operating (non-GAAP) basis to be in the range of 24 percent; and excluding the one-time benefit in the 
first quarter, the rate is expected to be in the range of 25 percent.  
 
Net income margin increased 0.8 points to 12.4 percent. Total operating (non-GAAP) net income 
margin increased 1.1 points to 13.2 percent.  
 
The weighted-average number of diluted common shares outstanding in the first-quarter 2012 was 1.17 
billion compared with 1.24 billion shares in the same period of 2011. As of March 31, 2012, there were 
1.15 billion basic common shares outstanding.  
 
Debt, including Global Financing, totaled $32.1 billion, compared with $31.3 billion at year-end 2011. 
From a management segment view, Global Financing debt totaled $23.6 billion versus $23.3 billion at 
year-end 2011, resulting in a debt-to-equity ratio of 7.0 to 1. Non-global financing debt totaled $8.5 
billion, an increase of $469 million since year-end 2011, resulting in a debt-to-capitalization ratio of 
32.7 percent from 32.0 percent.  
 
IBM ended the first-quarter 2012 with $12.3 billion of cash on hand and generated free cash flow of 
$1.9 billion, excluding Global Financing receivables, up approximately $1.1 billion year over year. The 
company returned $3.9 billion to shareholders through $0.9 billion in dividends and $3.0 billion of share 
repurchases. The balance sheet remains strong, and the company is well positioned to support the 
business over the long term.  

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Infosys  Announces Results for the Quarter and Year Ended March 31, 2012  
18 April 2012 

 

Q4 revenues declined by 1.9% sequentially; FY12 revenues grew by 15.8%  

Fiscal 2013 revenues expected to grow by 8.0% to 10.0%  

 

Highlights  

 

Consolidated results under International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS) for the quarter ended 
March 31, 2012  

- Revenues were $1,771 million for the quarter ended March 31, 2012; QoQ decline was 1.9%; YoY 
growth was 10.5%  

- Net income after tax was $463 million for the quarter ended March 31, 2012; QoQ growth was 1.1%; 
YoY growth was 15.2%  
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- Earnings per American Depositary Share (EPADS) was $0.81 for the quarter ended March 31, 2012; 
QoQ growth was 1.3%; YoY growth was 15.7%  

- 52 clients were added during the quarter by Infosys and its subsidiaries  

- Gross addition of 10,676 employees (net addition of 4,906) for the quarter by Infosys and its 
subsidiaries  

- 149,994 employees as on March 31, 2012 for Infosys and its subsidiaries  

- The Board of Directors recommended a final dividend of `22 per ADS for fiscal 2012 and a special 
dividend of `10per ADS on account of completion of 10 years of Infosys BPO operations (equivalent to 
final dividend of approximately $0.43 per ADS and special dividend of 10 years of Infosys BPO 
operations of $0.20 per ADS at the prevailing exchange of `50.88per US$). The Register and Share 
Transfer Books of the Company will be closed from May 26, 2012 to June 9, 2012 (both days inclusive)  

 

"The year ahead looks challenging for the IT services industry, with slow recovery in the global 
markets," said S. D. Shibulal, CEO and Managing Director. "We are executing on our Infosys 
3.0strategy which is meant to deliver high quality growth in the medium to long term. We are making 
investments and have put in place a structure to deliver on this strategy."  

 

Business outlook  

The company's outlook (consolidated) for the quarter ending June 30, 2012 and for the fiscal year 
ending March 31, 2013, under IFRS is as follows:  

Outlook under IFRS - consolidated*  

Quarter ending June 30, 2012  

- Revenues are expected to be in the range of $1,771 million and $1,789 million; YoY growth of 6.0% to 
7.1%  

- Earnings per American Depositary Share (EPADS) is expected to be $0.73; YoY growth of 9.0%  

Fiscal year ending March 31, 2013  

- Revenues are expected to be in the range of $7,553 million and $7,692 million; YoY growth of 8.0% to 
10.0%  

- Earnings per American Depositary Share (EPADS) is expected to be in the range of $3.12 to $3.17; 
YoY growth of 4.0% to 5.7%  

* Exchange rates considered for major global currencies: AUD / USD - 1.04; GBP / USD - 1.60; Euro / 
USD - 1.33  

 

Consulting and Systems Integration  

 

We continue to help clients realize business value through business process and IT transformation. We 
were chosen by an American public electric and water utility to help transform its legacy IT 
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applications, thereby enabling greater efficiency and compliance, and improving its customer and 
employee satisfaction. We were engaged by a Middle East gas distributor as a strategic partner for its 
customer relationship management implementation, to drive operational efficiency, faster customer 
response time and effective governance through integrated customer operations.  

 

A U.S. cable multi-system operator selected us as its strategic partner to create a center of excellence for 
data integration to address the dynamic needs of its business users, resulting in cost optimization and 
faster time to market for new offerings.  

 

A U.S. based security systems corporation has engaged us as its single source IT services provider for 
global transformation and consolidation of its Oracle based business applications roadmap over the next 
five years. This will include strategic IT planning, change management, package implementation to 
streamline and optimize business processes, consolidation and creation of a scalable application 
ecosystem to drive reduction in total cost of ownership.  

 

Business IT Services  

 

Our IT-enabled business solutions and complementary services help clients build efficiency into their 
operations.  

 

We have been selected by a combination natural gas and electric utilities to modernize its data center, 
thereby helping it move to industry standard infrastructure, and implement robust disaster recovery and 
operational processes.  

 

A North American telco chose us for a billing migration program to move customers from several 
billing systems onto one integrated system to provide better customer experience, and reduce costs and 
errors. A European finance and insurance company has engaged us to support its global infrastructure 
services in order to improve quality of IT infrastructure, reduce costs and time to market, and establish 
best practices to be leveraged globally.  

 

We are working on a multi-year open source adoption program for a corporation which manufactures 
and sells machinery and engines, to reduce its licensing and infrastructure costs.  

 

Infosys BPO  

 

Infosys BPO continues to addresses our clients' business challenges, unlocking business value by 
applying proven process methodologies, integrated IT and business process outsourcing solutions. A 
high-end retailer of apparel, accessories and jewelry has engaged us to develop a comprehensive 
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business process value solution to streamline its online digital channel operations. We have partnered 
with a corporation which sells, markets and distributes food products, to optimize its enterprise resource 
planning roll-out strategy. The solution includes streamlining the process of maintaining its master 
database, delivering clearly defined outcomes with a milestone based roadmap.  

 

A brewing and soft drinks company selected us for two strategic transformation initiatives - to drive 
group wide procurement synergy benefits for direct material purchases, and to review its entire 
manufacturing and distribution footprint, as it consolidates its operations and distribution network.  

 

We were also chosen to assist an Australian engineering services firm with its offshore sourcing 
strategy, including identifying new sources of supply globally and enabling the necessary adaptations in 
the organization's infrastructure to implement international supply chains.  

 

Engineering services  

 

Our engineering and technology services are seeing good traction. A semi-conductor chip manufacturer, 
partnered with us to develop and validate a path breaking Wi-Fi solution, built on a future tablet 
platform. We are designing and developing a new wireless medical communication chipset, along with 
firmware, pre-compliance testing and prototype development for a medical device major in 
collaboration with its eco-system of labs and board manufacturing partners.  

 

A provider of industrial productivity solutions has engaged us to improve the collaboration of its 
research and development centers across the globe, reduce time to market and product development 
costs through a transformational Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) implementation. The marine 
division of an independent safety assurance player selected us to develop knowledge based engineering 
solutions and tools to monitor the structural health and sea worthiness of its ships.  

 

An aircraft manufacturer partnered with us to harmonize its design and PLM systems to overhaul 
performance and improve the time to volume for critical aircraft parts.  

  

 

Cloud  

 

We continue to grow our Cloud business and currently have close to 140 engagements and 3,000 experts 
in our Cloud practice. We are working with over 30 partners as we strengthen our proposition as a Cloud 
Ecosystem Integrator. Over the last quarter, we won 15 programs across Cloud services, Big Data and 
Security.  
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We were selected by a retail major in America to migrate its applications to the Windows Azure 
platform in a phased manner. A manufacturing company based out of North America partnered with us 
for its Big Data journey, including the implementation of a reconciliation platform to store and process 
millions of transactions across the globe, at a fraction of the cost and time.  

 

A railroad company in North America has selected as the principal partner for a large technology 
modernization program to re-host its mainframe applications on Windows servers on a private Cloud. 
We have been engaged in a program to revamp the reservations system of an international hotel chain 
using Cloud leveraged Big Data solutions to add agility to its sales and marketing functions.  

 

Mobility  

 

Our mobile technology solutions are helping clients realize the potential of mobility. A resources 
conglomerate with interests in oil and gas, partnered with us to build a tablet based business intelligence 
solution to monitor energy consumption patterns and aid faster decision making to optimize energy 
consumption. An oilfield services company has engaged us to build a mobile asset tracking solution to 
monitor and manage heavy equipment deployed on the field.  

 

We have created a tablet based sales lead management solution for senior executives of a Canada based 
insurer. For an American retailer, we are creating a gift catalogue application, combining the power of 
mobile and social media allowing its customers to choose products and share it as gift wish lists with 
their friend circles.  

 

Process Innovation  

 

During the fourth quarter, Infosys applied for 38 unique patent applications in India and the U.S. With 
this, Infosys has an aggregate of 474 unique patent applications (pending) in India, the U.S. and other 
jurisdictions, and has been granted 47 patents by the United States Patent and Trademark Office and 1 
patent by Luxembourg patent office.  

 

Click here to return to Contents 
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SofTech Announces Q3 Fiscal Year 2012 Operating Results 
16 April 2012 

 

 

SofTech, Inc. announced its third quarter fiscal 2012 operating results. Revenue for the three months 
ended February 29, 2012 was $1.7 million, down 4% from the same period in the prior fiscal year. Net 
income from continuing operations was $137,000 or $.14 per share for the three months ended February 
29, 2012, an increase of 471% from the net income from continuing operations of $24,000 or $.04 per 
share for the same period in the prior fiscal year. 

 

Revenue for the nine months ended February 29, 2012 was $4.9 million as compared to $5.3 million for 
the same period in the prior fiscal year, a decrease of 7%. Net income from continuing operations for the 
nine months ended February 29, 2012 was $377,000 or $.38 per share as compared to $170,000 or $.28 
per share for the same period in the prior fiscal year, an increase of 122%. 

 

The weighted average shares outstanding on which the earnings per share was calculated increased from 
611,000 shares for the three and the nine months ended February 28, 2011 to 995,000 shares for the 
comparative periods in fiscal 2012 as a result of the 384,000 shares purchased by the new investors 
(primarily the new management team and directors) in the March 2011 recapitalization transaction. 

 

Gross margins declined in both the three and nine month periods ended February 29, 2012 compared to 
the same periods in fiscal 2011 due to declines experienced in service revenue as described below. The 
cost of sales is composed primarily of payroll and related expenses of the customer services group that 
provides support services and the professional services group that performs implementation, 
customization and training services. These costs were essentially unchanged from fiscal 2011 to 2012. 

 

“Our operating performance continued to show steady improvement compared to the same periods in the 
prior year especially for product revenue and profitability,” said Joe Mullaney, President and CEO. 
“However, our service revenue was negatively impacted primarily by one large maintenance customer 
that moved to a competitor’s offering and did not renew their maintenance contract at the end of January 
2011 (before the March 2011 recapitalization transaction). A contributing factor to the service revenue 
decline was a decrease in consulting revenue in fiscal 2012 compared to the prior year due to the 
completion of a large project that has not yet been fully replaced,” he added. 

 

“Developing profitable new revenue streams that leverage our expertise and technology has been a key 
focus of the new management team. Over the last year we have been working on a number of new 
product offerings. I am happy to report that one such initiative we started in June 2011 has been 
completed subsequent to the end of our third quarter and the first order satisfied in March 2012. We plan 
on having several announcements over the coming months to describe these new product offerings,” 
Mullaney added. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

The Statements of Operations for the three and nine month periods ended February 29, 2012 compared 
to the same periods in the prior fiscal years are available by accessing the unabridged press release. A 
reconciliation of Net income to EBITDA, a non-GAAP financial measure, is also provided. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Lawson Products, Inc. to Report Q1 2012 Financial Results 
18 April 2012 

 

Lawson Products, Inc. today announced that it will report its results for the first quarter ended March 31, 
2012 on Thursday, April 26 pre-market. The Company will hold a conference call to review first quarter 
results at 9:00 a.m. Eastern Time.  

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Implementation Investments 
 

AVEVA partners with Teesside University for Engineering Training Courses 
17 April 2012 

 

AVEVA, announced today that it has enhanced its current partnership with Teesside University to offer 
AVEVA PDMS software training courses from the University’s new campus in Darlington, UK. 
Students attending the courses may be eligible to gain university credits against an HNC/D or 
foundation degree by accredited prior experiential learning. 

 

“Skills shortages continue to be a challenge in most engineering companies and it will take some time 
for the recent increases in the number of engineering students at universities and technical colleges to 
overcome the generation gap that currently exists in the market”, commented Fredy Ktourza, Senior 
Vice President - West EMEA, AVEVA. “Teesside University has already been offering training with 
AVEVA PDMS for more than four years.  We believe that by stepping up our engagement with the 
University we will be able to provide a larger local base of students and professional engineers that are 
qualified on AVEVA’s state-of-the-art software and can offer very valuable skills to their employers.”  

 

In addition AVEVA has become a member of NOF Energy, a national business development 
organisation in North East England who specializes in oil, gas, nuclear and offshore renewables. 

http://www.softech.com/about-us/press-releases/SofTech_Announces_Q3_Fiscal_Year_2012_Operating_Results/146
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AVEVA, the University and NOF Energy will be hosting a launch event at the university on Tuesday, 
April 24th to provide students and local engineering companies the opportunity to see the facilities 
within the campus and to learn more about each of these organisations and their role within the North 
East.   

 

Focusing on AVEVA’s work with universities, Steve Tongish, VP Marketing, AVEVA added, “In 
addition to our own in-house graduate recruitment schemes, AVEVA’s Academic Initiative will 
continue to work with educational establishments and government bodies around the world to support 
initiatives aimed at narrowing the skills gap that exists in the engineering industry today. AVEVA sees 
this as a vital investment that will bring long-term benefits to the larger engineering industry 
ecosystem.”  

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Mitsubishi Heavy Industries Compressor (MCO) Chooses TactonWorks for Customization of Large 
Scale Compressors and Turbines 
16 April 2012 

 

Mitsubishi Heavy Industries Compressor Corporation, (MCO) began using TactonWorks in 2011 and 
has already seen time savings for detailed engineering work of up to 90% per quote.  

 

MCO, a 100% owned subsidiary of Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, Ldt. (MHI) is a leading global supplier 
of large scale compressors and turbines used at petrochemical plants, natural gas processing plants, LNG 
Plants, FPSD, etc. in more than 60 countries.  

 

TactonWorks, an add-in to SolidWorks, is Tacton’s tool for Design Automation. It automates the 
customization of complex products, which helps you save time and money. It also ensures correctly 
updated models and drawings.  

 

Not long ago, MCO saw a need to automate the customization of their products in order to reduce 
delivery time and engineering costs. Their reseller, Hiroshima Daia Systems HDS learned about Tacton 
and TactonWorks at SolidWorks World Japan in 2010. MCO implemented TactonWorks for the first 
section of their assembly three months ago and have already experienced detailed design time savings of 
approximately 90% per customization. 

 

 “We are amazed at the amount of time we’ve saved since starting to use TactonWorks—and this after 
implementing it in only one part of our product assembly. We really believe in this solution and are 
eager to start using it for our other models as well”, says Mr.Yasuhiko Omi, Director of Plant 
Engineering Division at Technology Management Center, MCO. 

http://www.tacton.com/
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MCO plans to continue to implement TactonWorks for the other parts of their assembly with a final goal 
of having the complete assembly implemented.  

 

The sale was made together with Tacton’s Japanese partners, Hiroshima Daia Systems (HDS), who 
implemented the solution and Kozo Keikaku Engineering (KKE), who sold the software licenses. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Newbrands Chooses Centric Software PLM System 
19 April 2012  

 

Newbrands has chosen Centric Software, Inc., for its product lifecycle management (PLM) system. 

 

Newbrands will use the Centric PLM system for fashion and luxury goods companies to support its fast 
growth in a “smart, profitable way that assures our product development is fully aligned with bottom-
line business goals,” says Stefano Artuso, Newbrands’ vice president and board member. The 
company’s revenue increased 75 percent from 2010 to 2011, and is on track for continued fast growth, 
according to Artuso. He expects the PLM system to help reduce product development lead times, 
enhance customer service and product quality, and provide better control on costs and margins. 

 

Newbrands selected the Centric 8 PLM software for its flexibility, out-of-the box approach, ease of use 
and comprehensiveness. “With all its modules, Centric 8 is a complete solution, covering the whole 
product development process,” explains Artuso. 

 

Newbrands will implement the full Centric 8 PLM suite including the Line Planning, Product 
Specification, Material Management, Product Sourcing, Calendar Management and Quality 
Management modules, in order to support its overall product development and sourcing processes. 

 

The company’s choice is especially significant, says Centric CEO Chris Groves, because it made the 
decision to implement PLM before an Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) system. “Newbrands 
understands that PLM can deliver real, measurable value to its business faster than ERP can,” says 
Groves. With the unique Agile Deployment(SM) that Centric is known for, he continues, Centric can 
deliver rapid return on investment for fast-growing clients such as Newbrands. 

 

Newbrands Srl  

Newbrands Srl is an Italian leather goods manufacturer of luxury bags and accessories, supplying iconic 
luxury brand companies. Newbrands handles complete product development, including material 
research, prototyping, sampling and manufacturing. Known for traditional leather craftsmanship, 
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Newbrands provides designer brands a full range of product development and creation services. The 
company is based in Monte di Malo in the province of Vicenza, Veneto, Italy. 

 

Centric Software, Inc. (http://www.centricsoftware.com)  

Centric Software is a leading provider of product lifecycle management (PLM) software for apparel, 
luxury goods and consumer goods companies. Centric 8 delivers easy-to-use functionality to manage 
critical, inseparable business processes, including product development, sourcing, line planning and 
profitability management, through a modularized system and an Agile Deployment(SM) that delivers 
value rapidly. 

 

With Centric 8, companies are able to cut costs and inefficiency, speed new products to market, drive 
margin improvement, and improve global collaboration and compliance. Global enterprises including 
Balenciaga, Christian Louboutin, Colmar, Dsquared2, Le Coq Sportif, Longchamp, Silver Jeans, 
Sundance Catalog and United Stationers use Centric solutions to achieve revenue growth, reduce costs 
and deliver trend-right products to their customers. 
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Pöyry Selects AVEVA PDMS as Preferred 3D Engineering Design Tool 
17 April 2012 

 

AVEVA announced today that a global consulting and engineering company, Pöyry has selected 
AVEVA PDMS as its preferred 3D engineering design application to be deployed as part of its global 
work sharing, collaboration and efficiency strategy.  The selection of AVEVA technology follows the 
recent conversion from a competitive 3D CAD application.  PDMS has a strong user base today within 
Pöyry and that will now be increased further.  

 

“We have selected AVEVA PDMS as our preferred tool for 3D engineering design due to its capability 
to combine global work sharing and AVEVA’s ability to support us in our offices around the world”, 
said Andreas Palmlund, Head of the Engineering Centre at Pöyry. “The business benefits offered such as 
greatly improved design efficiency and more cost effective work practices is a real advantage over 
competitive solutions. When client demand allows, we are phasing out the use of other 3D CAD 
applications in favour of PDMS, which enables us to work with the most advanced 3D technology and 
deliver ‘right first time design’.”    

 

“For all of our EPC customers it’s critical to avoid rework that becomes increasingly more costly and 
disruptive as a project evolves”, added Helmut Schuller, Senior Vice President- Central and North 
EMEA, AVEVA. “Our products enable an Integrated Engineering & Design approach that tightly 
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integrates all key engineering disciplines for major projects across global locations.  This creates and 
maintains consistent designs throughout the project lifecycle, greatly reducing expensive rework and 
helping them to meet important project schedules.”   

 

With quality and integrity at its core Pöyry delivers best-in-class management consulting, total solutions, 
and design and supervision. The company’s in-depth expertise extends to the fields of energy, industry, 
transportation, water, environment and real estate. Pöyry has 7,000 experts and a local office network in 
about 50 countries. The company has global engineering centres in China, Poland and Thailand, and will 
also use PDMS in Brazil, Finland, Germany, Russia and Sweden.AVEVA PDMS 3D design software is 
part of the AVEVA Plant portfolio, delivering maximum design productivity and capability on all types 
of plant projects, from small upgrades to major new builds. For further information visit 
www.aveva.com/plant.    

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Renesas Adopts Synopsys' Proteus LRC for Lithography Verification 
18 April 2012 

 

Synopsys, Inc. today announced the production qualification and adoption of Synopsys' Proteus LRC at 
Renesas Electronics Corporation, the world's premier supplier of microcontrollers and a world's leading 
supplier of advanced semiconductor system solutions including microcontrollers, SoC solutions and a 
broad-range of analog and power devices. Proteus LRC provides large-scale integrated circuit (LSI) 
manufacturers like Renesas with a highly accurate and comprehensive lithographic verification solution. 
Through the use of industry-proven lithography models and integrated rigorous simulation, Proteus LRC 
identifies yield-impacting hotspots prior to committing a design to manufacture. Proteus LRC minimizes 
the risk of costly re-spins and can improve time to market for new technology nodes.  

 

"We require a highly accurate lithographic verification solution that has a low cost of ownership and has 
ability to reduce our process development time," said Nobuyasu Yui, department manager, Analog 
Design Technology Development Department, EDA & Design Methodology Division, Technology 
Development Unit at Renesas Electronics Corporation. "The adoption of Proteus LRC for our leading-
edge microcontroller has improved our optical proximity correction development efficiency contributing 
to faster time to market."  

 

Proteus LRC uses the same industry-proven compact models utilized during the application of Proteus 
optical proximity correction (OPC) for easy deployment and dependable accuracy. Further accuracy and 
precise validation of hotspots can be achieved through resist profile and topography simulations with the 
embedded Sentaurus Lithography rigorous simulator. Synopsys has incorporated years of lithography 
verification knowledge into Proteus LRC to create a comprehensive verification solution and results-
viewing-environment for efficient layout processing and results analysis.  
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Proteus LRC is built on the Proteus engine and integrated into Synopsys' Proteus Pipeline Technology, 
enabling a single-flow solution from design tapeout to mask fracture. The Pipeline delivers concurrent 
processing at all stages of the mask synthesis and fracture flow to minimize I/O time for efficient 
handling of large terabyte datasets encountered at leading-edge technology nodes. The Proteus engine 
provides an industry-proven platform that is highly scalable to hundreds, even thousands, of CPUs. This 
enables control of turnaround time while maintaining the lowest cost of ownership through the use of 
standard x86 processor cores.  

 

"Proteus LRC and the embedded Sentaurus Lithography simulator deliver industry-leading hotspot 
detection accuracy, enabling faster development time and increased first pass yield," said Howard Ko, 
senior vice president and general manager of the Silicon Engineering Group at Synopsys. "Proteus LRC 
is the product of choice for companies that demand the most accurate verification solution for their post-
tapeout flows."  

Click here to return to Contents 
 

Semperit AG Selected MSC Software's Marc to Optimize the Development of Elastomeric Products 
19 April 2012 

 

MSC Software Corporation today announced that Semperit AG Holding has expanded its analysis 
capabilities with the addition of MSC Software's Marc nonlinear and multiphysics solution, and is 
converting to the MasterKey Plus license system. Semperit AG is active in the international rubber and 
plastics industry and uses finite element (FE) software to examine material deformations, optimize 
surfaces and improve the properties of product components. 

 

Semperit AG produces a variety of different rubber and plastic products, all of which are rigorously 
tested during product development. The company uses Marc primarily for optimizing component 
geometries. Its engineers are especially interested in the maximum stresses and equivalent strains that 
occur during product use. Another key motivation for using Marc is the reduction of development costs. 
In some cases, Marc is used to reduce the use of materials for the product, and to investigate different 
scenarios including stress states of hydraulic hoses, sealing profile behavior or the component load of 
conveyor belts. 

 

"Marc has helped us develop a deeper understanding for our products," said Stephan Reinthaler, 
engineer in the Central Process Engineering and Product Testing department at Semperit AG. "We are 
now capable of simulating component behavior under real-life conditions. Over the last several years, 
MSC Software has further developed the ability to simulate contact between deformable bodies and 
between deformable and rigid bodies. This has significantly improved the convergence and analysis 
speed of our complex models." 
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About Semperit 

Semperit AG Holding is a leading global, Austrian-based industrial group achieving growth in the fields 
of medicine and manufacturing industries. The long-standing tradition of the company, which focuses 
on the development, production and sale of high quality rubber and plastics products, dates back to 
1824. The Semperit Group occupies a market-leading position in international markets based on the two 
sectors of its business operations, medicine (medical gloves and protective gloves for industrial 
applications) and industry (hydraulic and industrial hoses, conveyor belts, construction profiles, 
industrial moulded parts, handrails, cable car technology and rubber sheeting). The publicly listed 
Semperit Group achieved an increase in revenue of 18.9% to EUR 820.0 million in the 2011 financial 
year. The Group is supported by 21 production plants and numerous sales and marketing offices in 
Europe, Asia and America. The Group employs an average of 7,833 people globally, with 702 of those 
employed in Austria. For more information, visit www.semperit.at  

 

Click here to return to Contents 
 

Product News 
aPriori Expands Enterprise Capabilities with Latest Release of its Product Cost Management 
Platform 
19 April 2012  

 

aPriori today announced the general availability of the latest release of its software platform. aPriori 
2012r1 offers new capabilities and enhancements that expand the platform’s cost optimization 
functionality with new baseline processes for manufacturers in automotive, consumer products, 
industrial equipment and medical equipment. The release also extends aPriori’s enterprise architecture, 
providing a common consistent view of product costs across an organization and supporting new 
international costing capabilities. As a result, discrete manufacturers are able to expand their product 
cost management efforts to new product lines and plants, improve decision-making in product design, 
and speed time to market for new products and parts.  

 

“An enterprise approach to product cost management expands the cost savings impact from a single 
department or project to the entire product organization.”  

 

aPriori’s Product Cost Management software platform is a flexible and powerful costing engine. It is 
able to quickly and precisely determine the cost of a part or product by automatically pulling geometric 
and feature information from a computer-aided design (CAD) model and leveraging its intelligent cost 
models to determine reasonable default inputs once the user has selected the manufacturing process, 
materials and the factory or region where it will be produced. As a product evolves through the 
development lifecycle, users have the ability to refine the cost by providing detailed inputs and 
overriding defaults to create a should-cost for negotiation or a manufacturing estimate. aPriori is used by 

http://www.semperit.at/
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designers, manufacturing engineers, cost engineers, sourcing professionals and suppliers to attack cost at 
the point of origin. As design changes are made, or new product specs are introduced, aPriori 
automatically re-assesses and provides an updated product cost quickly and easily. Using this new level 
of cost knowledge, companies can make more informed design and production decisions and 
significantly reduce product costs throughout the entire product lifecycle.  

 

“An enterprise approach to product cost management expands the cost savings impact from a single 
department or project to the entire product organization,” said Julie Driscoll, vice president of marketing 
strategy and product management for aPriori. “This enables employees in every role, on every project to 
estimate, track and optimize costs as appropriate in their roles. In this latest release, aPriori continues to 
help our clients realize this vision with expanded costing processes, increased global deployment 
capabilities and integration with other key business systems that use costs and provide costing inputs.”  

 

Key New Capabilities in aPriori’s 2012r1 Product Cost Management Platform  

 

Expanded Costing of Plastics Components - In response to demand from companies in automotive, 
consumer products, industrial equipment and medical equipment, aPriori 2012r1 significantly expands 
its ability to cost plastics components, including both piece parts and tooling costs. This enables users to 
cost entire products and examine the cost differences between plastic processes such as RIM or injection 
molding. New baseline cost models in aPriori 2012r1 include:  

 

•Thermoforming - including drape forming and vacuum forming, allows customers to cost production 
and tooling costs for parts made from heavy gauge sheet plastic such as fender wells and interior door 
panels. aPriori users can also examine trade-offs between different manufacturing processes earlier in 
the product lifecycle.  

•Structural Foam Molding - supports costing larger, thicker parts such as boxes, palettes and 
components in child safety seats.  

•Reaction Injection Molding (RIM) - supports costing detailed components of varying size that may 
have a high-quality surface finish.  

 

Cross-System Cost Integration - Enterprises are continuously encountering cost information isolated in 
disparate systems, with the need to reconcile information and push data into their system of record. With 
aPriori 2012r1, users have the ability to run aPriori from a command line prompt to auto-schedule the 
generation of output files to feed costs to downstream systems and reports for users and managers on an 
ongoing basis. This enables manufacturers to easily disseminate cost information across their 
organizations and provides a systematic, consistent view of cost.  

 

Internationalization Infrastructure - With its successful expansion into Europe in the last year and the 
increasing number of global enterprise deployments of its cost management platform, aPriori has added 
new internationalization infrastructure to its latest version. aPriori 2012r1 extends its global portfolio of 
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regional Virtual Production Environments (VPEs) to include Germany and the United Kingdom. These 
are data libraries that provide starting points for regional, ‘should-cost’ estimating. It also supports the 
localization of the system for different regional languages and user preferences (e.g., the ability to view 
data in metric or imperial units). A German language version of aPriori will be available in May 2012.  

 

Automated Bulk Analysis for Increased Throughput - Cost engineering groups can now set up and 
schedule a batch cost analysis of hundreds or thousands of parts at a time. This automated capability 
enables users to cost many more products and parts while also leaving more time to focus on a short list 
of exceptions and components that can deliver the highest value in cost savings.  

 

Easy Cost Data Re-Use - aPriori’s latest release also adds the ability to copy settings from one-
component to another. This enables users to reuse existing cost data as design components change 
names and part numbers throughout their lifecycle.  

 

For more information on aPriori 2012r1, visit http://www.apriori.com/apriori-2012-r1.htm  
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AVEVA Laser Modeller Reduces 3D Modelling Time by up to 50% 
16 April 2012 

 

AVEVA has announced the commercial release of a brand new product in its AVEVA Plant portfolio, 
AVEVA Laser Modeller, a 3D laser scanning software solution that can reduce brownfield facility 
intelligent 3D modelling time by up to 50%. Key customers have over the past 12 months played an 
integral role in the development and testing process of this new product. 

 

“Thanks to AVEVA Laser Modeller, traditional costly techniques for converting laser scan data into an 
intelligent 3D model are now obsolete”, commented Bruce Douglas, Senior VP Marketing & Product 
Strategy, AVEVA. “In the past, investment in the creation of 3D models was hard to justify. AVEVA 
Laser Modeller changes the fundamental ground rules by adding automation to most aspects of the 
modelling process, producing a fully intelligent 3D model in a fraction of the time and cost previously 
required. 

 

 “Working with key customers on real projects has proved that Owner Operators can save up to 50% of 
effort in producing the intelligent model. This reduces the lead time on large scale modelling of a 
brownfield facility and allows large scale re-engineering of assets and upgrade and revamp projects to 
take place significantly quicker leading to the efficient long-term management of complex physical 

http://www.apriori.com/apriori-2012-r1.htm
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assets.”  

 

 “AVEVA Laser Modeller rapidly and cost-effectively transforms laser scan data into intelligent, as-
built 3D PDMS models”, added Gary Farrow, VP, LFM Software. “Accepting laser scan data from all 
laser scanning hardware vendors, AVEVA Laser Modeller is completely neutral and demonstrates our 
commitment to interoperability. It is unique in the marketplace as it removes the need to produce dumb 
geometric models.”  

 

To learn more about AVEVA Laser Modeller visit http://www.aveva.com/AVEVA_Laser_Modeller.  
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Dassault Systèmes Launches Industry’s Best Multi-version Compatibility with New V5 Release 16 
 18 April  2012 

 

Dassault Systèmes announced today the general availability of the latest release of its Version 5 PLM 
platform, including CATIA, DELMIA, ENOVIA and SIMULIA.  

 

“Dassault Systèmes’ realistic assessment of V5 market penetration and the company’s ongoing effort to 
push the boundaries of version to version coexistence clearly shows it is looking out for its customers’ 
needs.” 

 

This new release furthers the adoption of the powerful 3D Experience Platform designed by Dassault 
Systèmes and includes a major new evolution in V6-to-V5 compatibility. OEMs or suppliers in all 
industries now have the flexibility to modify and exchange designs, whether they are V5- or V6-native, 
as they progress through the design process. This represents another quantum leap in an ongoing series 
of V5-V6 collaboration capabilities.  

 

CATIA V5 users will be able to edit key features of V6 models from within V5. No other company in 
the CAD / PLM industry offers this level of downward compatibility between versions. The capabilities 
announced today further enable customers and their supply chains to benefit from the value of V6 
alongside their existing V5 deployments.  

 

“When we created V6, we knew customers would work in mixed V5/V6 environments. Since then we 
have continuously worked to support our customers’ industry needs,” explained Dominique Florack, 
senior executive vice president, Products, Research & Development, Dassault Systèmes. “What you’re 
seeing is an engineered development of V5 and V6 solutions to ensure a compatibility that can’t be 
found elsewhere.”  

http://www.aveva.com/AVEVA_Laser_Modeller
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Dassault Systèmes has renamed this release of V5 to V5-6R2012 to emphasize the continuing 
compatibility and synchronization between V5 and V6, as well as the enrichment of V5 solutions with 
select V6 technology. V5 customers can therefore experience the open V6 portfolio and gain select 
benefits of Dassault Systèmes’ extensive V6 R&D investments. Customers can transition to V6 at their 
own pace, while continuing to collaborate seamlessly with departments, customers and suppliers who 
use V5. V6 models opened in V5 retain features created in, for example, V6’s Part Design, Sketcher and 
Generative Surface Design workbenches and knowledgeware.  

 

“A key aspect for Renault and its diverse, global extended enterprise has been V5 to V6 transition. The 
new level of downward compatibility Dassault Systèmes is announcing between its platforms will 
accelerate the use of V6 within our ecosystem,” said executive Olivier Colmard, vice president, 
Information Systems for Engineering & Quality, Renault. “We’ve taken a strategic decision to deploy 
V6 to help transform our product development processes. Today’s research and development 
achievement is exactly what we have come to expect of our PLM solutions partner.”  

 

“As one of the world’s premier manufacturers of luxury saloons and sports cars, Jaguar Land Rover has 
a diverse, international supply chain and we plainly see the value of even more compatibility between 
V6, which we are implementing now, and V5, which is well-deployed in our supply chain. The ability to 
edit Version 6 models in V5 means that collaboration with our team members, whether at JLR or within 
our extended supply chain, will be simpler and more effective,” said John Knight-Gregson, i-PLM 
Programme Director, Jaguar Land Rover. “Dassault Systèmes’ realistic assessment of V5 market 
penetration and the company’s ongoing effort to push the boundaries of version to version coexistence 
clearly shows it is looking out for its customers’ needs.”  

 

Since the launch of V6, Dassault Systèmes has delivered on its promise to ensure unmatched 
compatibility between V5 and V6:  

 

•Even before this release, the compatibility between CATIA V5 and CATIA V6 was equivalent to the 
compatibility between two releases of CATIA V5. This ensured a customer’s transition to V6 was as 
easy as a V5 release-to-release transition. Today’s announcement surpasses this level of compatibility;  

 

•To further facilitate data compatibility between V5 and V6, Dassault Systèmes R&D inserted select V6 
technologies into V5 solutions, such as Class A surfacing innovations and concept design from CATIA 
Imagine & Shape; and  

 

•Powerful openness and coexistence capabilities which enable reuse of existing V5 models and other 
data in V6 hybrid product structures. Design engineers can create a single hybrid product structure 
composed of CATIA V6, CATIA V5, CATIA V4, SolidWorks, Siemens’ NX and PTC’s ProEngineer 
models. The resulting single product structure enables real-time design review and analysis of the virtual 
product, regardless of the native authoring tool.  
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Design Presentation Introduces Virtual CAD Expert Program for Outsourced Drafting and CAD 
Design 
19 April 2012 

 

Design Presentation Associates, Inc. has announced the creation of a unique-to-the-industry concept: 
The Virtual CAD Expert.  

 

With Design Presentation’s international network of CAD experts, companies needing short or long 
term CAD support, remote or on-site, can subscribe to the new program and gain access on demand to 
drafting and design expertise for three, six, or 12 month periods of time. 

 

According to Fay Lachmann of Design Presentation, this new program is available immediately and 
provides discounted rates over “per project” fees. 

 

“The Virtual CAD Expert concept allows us to provide companies with a ‘virtual person,’ made up of 
fragments of time contributed by the most appropriate CAD expert or designer. This makes it possible 
for a company to have every kind of assignment covered, without having to hire multiple individuals or 
purchase dozens of expensive software programs,” Lachmann says. 

 

The Virtual CAD Expert can work remotely or an individual can be present on site if required for the 
project. Design Presentation clients, which include large corporations, government entities and small 
businesses, are assigned a DP account representative who coordinates with the company’s network of 
CAD experts to ensure that the appropriate professional is assigned to each job. 

 

“Our clients appreciate that they don’t have to hassle with logistics, and our account executives keep 
costs down by providing the most appropriate professional at the right experience level for the job. This 
ensures top quality drafting and design services at the best possible rates,” Lachmann says. 

 

Design Presentation, which has been providing outsourced CAD and design services for more than 1000 
companies worldwide since 2002, has a network of highly skilled, pre-qualified senior CAD and design 
experts who are located throughout the United States and overseas. Design Presentation is known for its 
work in the fields of architecture, engineering, construction, energy, and mapping. 

 

For more information, visit http://www.designpresentation.com. 
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About Design Presentation Associates  

Design Presentation is a leading provider of CAD consulting and outsourced design services. Through 
its established network of expert CAD designers, the company provides architectural, mechanical, and 
electrical CAD drafting services, 3D modeling, walkthroughs and renderings, format conversions, map 
digitizing and Geographic Information Systems, as well as graphic design and photo restoration. 
http://www.designpresentation.com  
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FISHER/UNITECH to Provide SolidWorks Plastics 
16 April 2012 
 

FISHER/UNITECH will now offer SolidWorks Plastics, a new product provided by Dassault Systemes. 
SolidWorks Plastics brings easy-to-use injection molding simulation directly to the designers of plastic 
parts and injection molds. It simulates how melted plastic flows during the injection molding process to 
predict manufacturing-related defects on parts and molds. You can evaluate manufacturability while you 
design, eliminate costly mold rework, improve part quality, and accelerate the time to market. A Results 
Adviser provides troubleshooting steps and practical design advice to help diagnose and solve potential 
problems. 

 

“The release of SolidWorks Plastics is timely and will directly address the validation needs of the 
SolidWorks community involved in plastic part or mold engineering,” said Tom Miller, Director of 
Sales at FISHER/UNITECH. “SolidWorks continues to demonstrate a commitment to leveraging highly 
efficient 3D modeling with value added engineering tools our customers both need and enjoy.” 

 

The new products run fully embedded inside of SolidWorks, providing part designers and mold makers 
with familiar and intuitive workflows so they can quickly optimize their part and mold designs for 
manufacturability. The ability to make design changes early in the design phase helps ensure that the 
mold works right the first time, reducing or eliminating the need for rework and improving part quality. 
In addition, SolidWorks Plastics provides users with valuable knowledge so they can determine whether 
changes to the part geometry, mold design, material selection or processing conditions will have a 
positive impact on the ability to manufacture their products. It is packaged in two ways: SolidWorks 
Plastics Professional, which is geared towards part designers, and SolidWorks Plastics Premium, which 
is better suited for mold designers and makers. FISHER/UNITECH has been chosen from a select group 
of resellers to be the first to carry this product. More information can found on SolidWorks Plastics 
including a downloadable brochure and video on FISHER/UNITECH’s website. 

http://www.funtech.com/SolidWorks-Plastics
http://www.funtech.com/SolidWorks-Premium
http://www.funtech.com/Products/SolidWorks-Simulation-Software/SolidWorks-Plastics
http://www.funtech.com/Products/SolidWorks-Simulation-Software/SolidWorks-Plastics
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GstarCAD Offers Convenience for Reusing PDF-based CAD Drawings 
16 April 2012 

 

Designers are always troubled with bringing vector PDF based on CAD drawings into their engineering 
environment for various purposes, including viewing, plotting, editing, etc., since most CAD systems do 
not support PDF as an input format or could not convert accurately.  
 
To help customers save valuable time and improve conversion quality, GstarCAD2012 incorporates to 
pdf2cad functionality named as PDFtoDXF for converting vector PDF –based on CAD drawings into 
DXF files. Users can also save DXF files as DWG format. By implementing this function, users will 
easily extract the vector geometry from a PDF file to a CAD oriented file format, avoiding redrawing the 
graphics from scratch or using scanned printouts of PDF to trace or apply raster-to-vector software on. 
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Pdf2cad is a remarkable plug-in developed by Visual Integrity, enabling users to convert PDF based 
CAD drawings to their equivalent in a few seconds. Different elements, such as lines, text and images 
can be reproduced accurately with this converter in DXF format. Besides, batch conversion is also 
approachable in this converter and also users can configure several options according to their needs. 
 
Users can get access to this plug-in from the menu of Express>PDFtoDXF and it is available in various 
language versions of GstarCAD2012, greatly expanding the scope of the applicability of users for 
converting PDF drawings directly into DXF files. To experience this great converter, users can 
download GstarCAD2012 for free at:  http://www.gstarcad.net/download.php?for=1  

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Hagerman and Company Announces Autodesk 2013 Software Release Events 
19 April 2012  

 

Hagerman & Company, a 28-year, value-added reseller of Autodesk software, has announced a series of 
Autodesk 2013 software release events. Lead the Way is the theme for launch events and webcasts 
hosted by Hagerman & Company throughout May and June to highlight the latest 3D CAD offerings 
from Autodesk. 

 

The new releases of classic applications like Autodesk AutoCAD 2013 promise innovative features to 
increase productivity - many recommended by everyday users. Other popular topics to be presented 
include: the new services within Autodesk 360, Autodesk Inventor software, Autodesk Product Design 
Suite, Autodesk Plant Design Suite, Autodesk Vault, and the Autodesk Revit family of products. 
Autodesk 360 provides a broad set of features, cloud services and cloud-enabled products to help 
customers dramatically improve the way they design, visualize, simulate and share work with others - 
anytime, anywhere. 

 

"Our launch events provide an excellent opportunity for our customers to connect with some of the best-
informed minds in the CAD industry, including experts from Autodesk and our own solution engineers," 
said Hagerman & Company CEO Dennis Hagerman. "These programs allow us to introduce the latest 
innovations in the products we offer to our wide-ranging family of patrons."  

 

The free, educational events include webcasts, live presentations and special user group meetings. To 
register for a webcast or an in-person event in a city near you, visit www.hagerman.com or contact your 
local Hagerman & Company representative.  

 

About Hagerman & Company, Inc.  

Hagerman & Company, Inc. has a single mission -- to help clients become more productive. We do this 
through the successful implementation of technology. The Company is a Value Added Reseller/System 

http://www.gstarcad.net/download.php?for=1
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Integrator (VAR/SI) and Consultant that serves 21 locations nationwide. The Company is a large 
software supplier to manufacturing companies, industrial design firms, AEC and civil design firms and 
the government. In addition, Hagerman & Company provides expert training, support and consulting 
services.  

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Infor and Oak Barrel Software Enhance Supply Chain Collaboration and Speed Product 
Development for Process Manufacturers 
16 April 2012 
 

Infor announced a strategic partnership with Oak Barrel Software, LLC, a company that offers process 
manufacturing and product lifecycle solutions, to enhance Infor10 PLM Process (Optiva) with additional 
modules for supplier collaboration, product specification, document management, and recipe building. 
These enhancements will enable improved supply chain collaboration and document management 
capabilities to speed time-to-market and help ensure greater accuracy of product development across the 
supply chain. 

 

"Getting new products to market is a race that continues to grow more complex, and process 
manufacturers must be increasingly agile, responsive and focused on the rapidly changing demands of 
the market to outpace the competition," said Venkat Rajaji, global PLM product manager, Infor. "The 
process manufacturing expertise of both Infor and Oak Barrel Software enables companies to speed 
product time-to-market and help ensure that products are accurately and efficiently guided through 
critical steps of development, a differentiating capability for our customers." 

 

Enhanced Modules Delivered by Infor and Oak Barrel Software: 
• Infor10 PLM Process Material SpecSafe - Helps process manufacturers work more closely 

with suppliers to help them meet specifications, audit compliance, and certification for product 
requirements such as REACH Compliance Certifications and food requirements, reducing the 
likelihood of a recall and decreasing compliance issues.  

• Infor10 PLM Process Product SpecSafe - Enables process manufacturers to provide new 
product specifications quickly across the entire supply chain, enabling greater customer collaboration 
and an efficient way for Sales and Marketing departments to generate and input new ideas for Product 
Development.  

• Infor10 PLM Process Recipe Builder- Helps companies in batch manufacturing industries 
create recipes that are S-88 compliant. Recipes can be sent using this module directly to MES systems 
in the plant for manufacture. Additionally, this module allows for process visualization of the recipe 
steps and can integrate directly with MES Systems in the plant for manufacturing. 
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"Infor delivered the first ever PLM application specifically geared toward the process manufacturing 
industry, putting them ahead of the curve in experience and innovation and making Infor the perfect 
partner for our company," said Rory Granros, president, Oak Barrel Software. "In fact, one of the most 
appealing aspects of joining forces with Infor is their industry-specific approach to applications, which 
maps perfectly to our deep domain expertise. Our customers expect us to offer solutions that are 
designed with their unique pain points and challenges in mind, and an integrated PLM solution that 
manages the fundamental processes in product innovation and development, allows us to offer a better 
approach to PLM and help our customers accelerate innovation." 

Additional Resources 
Note: registration may be required to access online content  
Infor10 PLM Process (Optiva) - www.infor.com/product_summary/plm/optiva/ 

Click here to return to Contents 

Latest Release of ZW3D CAD/CAM Includes Lightworks Artisan 
16 April 2012 
 

Lightworks, the world's leading supplier of rendering solutions for developers of advanced 3D computer 
graphics software, is pleased to announce that the latest release of ZW3D CAD/CAM from ZWSOFT 
incorporates the Lightworks Artisan product. 

 

ZWSOFT is a world-renowned provider of software solutions for the AEC and MCAD industries and 
their 3D CAD/CAM product ZW3D takes engineers from concept to finished product within one easy 
solution.  With this latest release, ZWSOFT becomes the first company in China to sell an Artisan-based 
product and provide their users with advanced rendering capabilities within an intuitive and easy-to-use 
application. 

Dave Forrester, Managing Director at Lightworks commented; “This release of Artisan within ZW3D is 
very exciting for us, particularly as it marks a move into the Chinese mechanical CAD market place for 
Artisan.  I know that the addition of our intuitive Artisan technology, as well as our SnapShot 
capabilities will add value to an already successful product to give ZW3D users an advanced 
photorealistic solution.” 

Joh Li, CTO at ZWSOFT added; “With the cooperation between ZWSOFT and Lightworks, ZW3D 
customers can just drag and drop the materials and light settings to the drawing and quickly have a great 
picture.  It only takes a couple of seconds to show the nice design of the product.” 

Lightworks Artisan offers a completely new approach and tools for the creation of high quality images 
of virtual products or buildings, whilst they are still being designed.  Artisan can be easily integrated 
directly within an existing CAD system and its simple workflow process enables a faster design to final 
image creation.  The unique SnapShots functionality enables users to save SnapShots of scenes at any 
stage of the design process which can then be reapplied at any time within Artisan. 

http://www.infor.com/product_summary/plm/optiva/
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ZW3D is cost-effective CAD/CAM software for 3D modelling, mold design and machining.  It 
integrates product design, sheet metal, reverse engineering, product assemble, mold development and 
machining all in one package.   

For more information about Lightworks Artisan and how it can be used within your own application, 
contact us 

For more information about ZW3D, go to their website at: www.zwsoft.com   

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Lectra Announces the Launch of its Versalis® Furniture Range 
16 April 2012 

 

Lectra announced the launch of Versalis® Furniture. With this new range, furniture manufacturers can 
achieve record productivity by optimizing production cycles and maximizing the material savings, 
without compromising on the quality of cutting. 

 

Dominated by China, the United States, Italy, Poland and Germany, the furniture market has grown 
steadily over 10 years. Despite the constant increase in the price of leather—more than 40% since 
2008—a third of consumer purchases are related to leather products. 

 

"In recent years, furniture manufacturers have had to review their processes and their organization to 
develop, or simply maintain their market share. In particular, they have to respond to the growing 
demand to have a stronger, more attractive and competitive brand identity," said Daniel Harari, Lectra 
CEO. "For manufacturers, the equation is complex because it requires a high level of productivity, 
without any compromise on the quality, while optimizing the use of leather and the intervention of 
skilled operators. Knowing, furthermore, that the relocation of the production of furniture remains 
limited due to transport costs, which are generally critical." 

 

"The significant increase in the cost of leather—which accounts for 40% to 60% of the total cost of 
production—and the scarcity and cost of skilled labor, makes the Versalis Furniture range extremely 
attractive," said Bertrand Crönert, Manufacturing Marketing Director, Lectra. "Based on the Lean 
approach, this new range is a very profitable investment: taking into account the material savings alone, 
we believe that the manufacturers will be able to save hundreds of thousands of Euros per year and per 
solution." 

 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Mentor Graphics Adds MIPI Protocol Verification IP to the Questa Verification IP Library 
19 April 2012 

 

Mentor Graphics Corporation today announced that Questa® Verification IP (VIP) now supports several 
MIPIAlliance specifications, including CSI, DSI and the recently announced LLI. As a Contributor 
Member in MIPI Alliance, Mentor sees the standardization of interfaces targeted for use in mobile 
devices as a step forward for the industry, decreasing time to market, reducing costs and improving 
interoperability. With this release of Questa VIP, designers can now rapidly verify the correct 
interpretation of several MIPI specifications. This allows less time to be spent developing the interface 
logic, and more time to be spent on the key differentiating functionality within the design.  

 

Questa VIP provides engineers with standard SystemVerilog components for both UVM and OVM 
using a common architecture for each across all supported protocols. This allows rapid deployment of 
multiple protocols within a verification team. Test plans, compliance tests, test sequences and protocol 
coverage are all included as SV and XML source code, allowing simple re-use, extension and debug. 
Questa VIP also includes a comprehensive set of protocol checks, error injection and debug capabilities. 
When combined with Questa Sim, a unique protocol stack debug solution allows engineers to quickly 
trace transactions to signal activity and, vice-versa, debug signals as transactions.  

 

"IP verification tools are an important component in achieving wide-spread market adoption for MIPI 
specifications," said Joel Huloux, chairman of the board of MIPI Alliance. "We are pleased to see 
Mentor's support of our well-established specifications and the newly announced Low Latency Interface 
specification."  

 

"Today's designs rely heavily on a variety of industry standard interfaces. To effectively verify these 
designs, engineers need comprehensive, standards-based VIP. The alternatives, such as building your 
own or adapting some legacy VIP, are becoming more expensive and less practical as time goes on," 
said Jason Polychronopoulos, product manager for Questa VIP at Mentor. "Questa VIP provides a 
comprehensive solution for SystemVerilog OVM and UVM test benches. With the addition of MIPI 
specifications to the existing support of popular and leading- edge standards, Mentor continues to 
promote verification productivity across the industry with both Questa VIP and the complete Questa 
Platform."  

 

Availability  

 

Questa VIP support for MIPI protocols is available immediately for select customers.  
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New AVEVA Electrical offers Marine market up to 30% man-hour savings 
19 April 2012  

 

AVEVA today announced the release of the completely new AVEVA Electrical software application, a 
feature-rich design solution for electrical engineers and designers in the marine environment. Pre-release 
customer testing has demonstrated man-hour savings of up to 30% when compared to traditional design 
applications. As part of AVEVA’s Integrated Shipbuilding strategy, customers who deploy the new 
AVEVA Electrical can benefit from the ability to optimize their entire shipyard by improving the 
design, planning and production process. 

 

'AVEVA Electrical is very quick and easy to deploy, both on new projects and also on refit projects 
where access to legacy data is essential', said Bruce Douglas, Senior VP Marketing & Product Strategy, 
AVEVA. 'We have worked with numerous marine customers to ensure the highest quality and accuracy 
of electrical data from design to commissioning. This product enables electrical engineers to collaborate 
fully across inter-discipline design to produce automated deliverables which are completely consistent 
and accurate. With its advanced graphical user interface and sophisticated design rules, we believe 
AVEVA Electrical will quickly become the preferred choice for all sizes of marine projects.' 

 

Used as part AVEVA’s Integrated Shipbuilding strategy, customers can benefit from a total solution that 
delivers the right information, right resource and right material at the right time in the production 
process', added Dave Wheeldon, Chief Technology Officer, AVEVA. 'The Integrated Shipbuilding 
strategy enables effective information sharing and workflow management from initial order enquiry to 
final commissioning. This strategy incorporates all of the AVEVA Marine portfolio solutions such as 
Outfitting and Engineering, as well as AVEVA Enterprise Resource Management and AVEVA NET. 
Customers ultimately achieve greater benefits from the most complete integrated solution, improving 
shipyard production efficiency and reducing cost.' 

 

To learn more, visit www.aveva.com/aveva_electrical  

 

Click here to return to Contents 

PLM Flex Introduces Advanced Search with Flex Approve 1.4 
19 April 2012  

 

Oracle partner Xavor Corporation has announced the release of version 1.4 of their OVI-awarded PLM 
Flex Approve mobile applications for Apple iOS, Android and Blackberry. This latest version builds 
upon the successes of previous releases, including change management, rich workflow views, click-to-
chat and click-to-call collaboration, and BoM, attachment, and manufacturer browsing features. 

http://www.aveva.com/aveva_electrical
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The new release offers advanced search capabilities with support for field-level conditional logic, as 
well as the ability to perform quick searches. Users can now find and view virtually any Agile object on 
the go, including Parts, Documents, Changes, and Projects. This new search functionality allows 
adjustments to how results are shown, such as which columns and attributes are displayed to users. 

 

The PLM Flex line of applications extend the standard capabilities of Agile PLM, and provide Agile 
technical services to their customers, maximizing the return on their Agile PLM investment. 

 

About Xavor – Xavor Corporation is an Oracle Gold Partner that has provided cost effective, 
customized, and efficient solutions to Global 1000 companies since 1995. Leveraging internal 
innovations with technologies and products from a wide variety of business partners, the company has 
produced dramatic returns for customers around the world. The company’s mission is to innovatively 
deliver business value from technology integration. Xavor offers services and solutions that complement 
existing efforts, from assessment and planning to implementation, as well as customization tailored to 
specific needs, and its seasoned maintenance and support team delivers the expertise required to 
maintain and support long-term technology infrastructures. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 
 
 

Siemens' New Active Workspace: Tool Helps Find Info from Many Applications 
17 April 2012  

 

Siemens PLM recently released a new member of the Teamcenter portfolio family called Active 
Workspace. Active Workspace is an environment for accessing your Product Lifecycle Management 
(PLM) system data that is a separate application from Teamcenter. The interface allows users to access 
intelligent 3D information, and fits into Siemens' idea of High Definition Product Lifecycle 
Management (HD-PLM). So to talk about Active Workspace you first need to talk about what HD-PLM 
is, said Bill Lewis, Siemens marketing manager, Active Workspace.  
 
"The HD-PLM vision is kind of our answer to how we think PLM can help our customers make smarter 
decisions that result in better products," he said. With an increase of complexity in all engineering 
arenas, HD-PLM is Siemens’ answer to this challenge.  
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An Active Workspace user views the product in intuitive 3D and sees the relationships to other 
information at the same time. 

 
 
There are three areas to this vision they keep in mind when developing products, Lewis said: 
intelligently integrated information, future-proof architecture and the user experience.  
 
Intelligently integrated information means "from a PLM perspective, it's no longer enough to know that 
information A is related to information B," Lewis said. "We need to have a lot more intelligence about 
that relationship, we need to understand the semantics of that relationship, we need to know why they're 
related and then figure out how we can leverage what we know about that to make things easier for our 
customers."  
 
The second area, future-proof architecture, translates to "things like (the architecture) being open, 
meaning that we can connect to whatever our customers have in their environment," Lewis said. "They'll 
have other tools, maybe home-grown applications and so forth and from a PLM perspective we need to 
be able to incorporate that into their process." He said Siemens can't make a user throw away other tools 
they use in order to adopt their tools.  
 
The last area of HD-PLM Lewis mentioned is the high definition user experience. This means "taking all 
this information, all of this powerful PLM information, and giving it to the user in such a way that it 
looks like it was made for them regardless of what job they do," he said. This is where Active 
Workspace comes into the HD-PLM vision.  
 
"Active Workspace is a tool that helps us achieve that vision," Lewis said. "Active Workspace started its 
life as a search application to help our customers find the information, but what we've found is that 
there’s a search problem that's broader than that." Finding information in a particular PLM solution is 
not the problem; it’s finding data from many other sources as well Lewis said. "An example I've seen is 
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an engineer wanted to release a part and in order for the engineer to do that there were 14 different 
databases they had to visit to get the information they needed." Simply because information is stored in 
so many places, it can be hard to work with it all. "So Active Workspace set out to relieve that finding 
information problem by aggregating that information, connecting to those other data sources, and 
bringing them to one user interface that allows the user to find that information in one tool rather than go 
to all these other tools," he said.  

 
Search results from multiple sources are clearly displayed to the user in Active Workspace. 
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A user views high performance, realistic graphics in Active Workspace. 

 
 
The data that Active Workspace finds and brings together can come from any other program and 
displays it visually. "It represents 3D information as a 3D model obviously, and then it also allows you 
to do reports on those 3D models," Lewis said. "So we take that 3D model and … color code it based 
upon PLM information or meta data or attributes. We'll color code parts that are supplied by this 
supplier in blue, the other supplier in red and another supplier yellow so that you can very intuitively 
understand how it stacks up with all the intelligent PLM information." Active Workspace also supplies 
visualizations of the networks of different information and how it is related.  
 
In addition, it helps with collaboration among people. "We know that once you find information, we're 
trying to help you make good decisions about that information because you may need to work with other 
people," Lewis said. A lot of times an engineer may not even know who he or she needs to work with on 
a design problem. "Imagine the workflow of going to find what's related to what inside all these 
different systems and trying to figure out who owns what and then going to things like Office or Outlook 
and looking them up. It makes collaboration bothersome," he said. "We wanted to make collaboration 
instant and effortless, so Active Workspace will take information and suggest who the key stakeholders 
are." 
 
An example of how a designer might use Active Workspace is they "could find a part or product or 
assembly they want to work on and launch that into NX," Lewis said. "And then they work on it in NX, 
and NX is linked to Teamcenter to keep that data managed. As they make changes to it it's talking to 
Teamcenter and Active Workspace is watching Teamcenter to see what's current."  
 
Active Workspace is a tool that is meant for a variety of users however. "My answer is anyone who 
needs to consume PLM information. So I kind of see a difference in PLM tool users and PLM data 
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users," Lewis said. "I think there are users who use PLM tools like Teamcenter, but I think there's a 
whole lot of other users out there that need to consume that information."  
 
Taking it back to the high definition user experience Lewis talked about, Active Workspace as an 
interface that lets users, no matter their expertise or function, find relevant product information. "It's 
intuitive, it's super easy to use … and you can get very easily to the information that you need."  
 
For more info, watch this video about Active Workspace and visit the Siemens PLM Active Workspace site. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

 

 
 

Share-A-Space 7.3 Released 
19 April 2012  

 

Eurostep Announces Share-A-space® 7.3 with new security features. 

 

Share-A-space® 7.3 features detailed access to the information in Share-A-space® with an enhanced 
access rights engine that allows for specifying detailed access rights on each information object. 
Individual users in one organization can now be granted access to a single data item in a data set 
belonging to another organization. This will be used to support a user in a qualified role accessing 
information that needs to be traced just to this individual user, crucial when dealing with export control 
and ITAR restrictions. 

 

To simplify the administration of users, Share-A-space® 7.3 utilizes claims based identity management 
over Windows Identity Foundation (WIF). This enhancement allows for integration with the identity 
management system of choice over Active Directory Federation Services 2 (ADFS2). Using WIF and 
ADFS2 enable identity re-use across domains supporting secure data sharing in the extended/virtual 
enterprise. Claims based identity management over WIF enables single sign on for ease of use and ease 
of systems administration. 

 

"With the release of Share-A-space® 7.3 we continue to demonstrate our customer centric development 
process as well as our commitment to work close to Microsoft", says Håkan Kårdén, CEO Eurostep 
Group. "Product data is one of the most valuable assets in organizations today. As technology allows for 
sharing of this information, security issues rapidly become a big concern and a potential show stopper. 
We see this in aerospace and defence but also in automotive, process industry, high tech, utilities etc. 

http://www.plm.automation.siemens.com/
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The original approach with Share-A-space® to add a shared data hub is a direct response to security 
issues. This is fundamentally the only way ahead taking into account the mix of security, agility and 
complexity of heterogeneous business networks, even more so over time. We are now adding features to 
this unique solution making it even more clear what Share-A-space® adds to typical in house systems 
from the PLM and ERP vendors, as well as from the mix of vendor delivering into the 
aftermarket/product support segment", ends Mr. Kårdén. 

 

"Security needs are everywhere in defence but also in many other industries", says Wayne Phillips, 
Director, EMEA Public Safety and National Security, Microsoft. "So is collaboration around product 
information. It is great to see our partner Eurostep delivering a solution responding to collaboration with 
high security. There is no way back, we have to be able to 

share and re-use data in the defence industry in order to deliver more for less. Share-A-space is proven 
technology with great references and this announcement is spot on. We at Microsoft look forward to 
continue playing a key role in the transformation of defence supporting re-invented supply chains, 
public private partnerships and coalitions. The partnership with Eurostep is all about this", ends Mr. 
Phillips. 

 

 

Click here to return to Contents 
 
 

Versalis Furniture, a complete range to meet the different production modes for furniture 

The Lectra teams have advanced knowledge on the specificities of leather and the corresponding types 
of production. Benefiting from more than 20 years alongside furniture manufacturers, the Versalis 
Furniture range includes four cutting solutions, which meet the specific needs of the furniture 
manufacturers’ different modes of production and adapt to their needs. 

 

This new range, consisting of a cutter with one or two cutting heads with mono-conveyor or multi-
conveyors, a solution to analyze hides and a software suite to manage and optimize operations; offers a 
perfect balance between the different stages of work, proof of an optimized production cycle. The 
workflow is thus rebuilt, which allows the operators to focus their expertise on value added tasks. 

 

The new very modular Versalis Furniture range covers 80% of the market’s needs: sofas, seats, chairs 
and reclining chairs; entry-level, middle and high-end products; medium and mass production; very 
flexible to rigid leather (aniline, semi-aniline, nubuck, corrected pigmented, bicast and split leather). The 
last 20% is completed by the Lectra’s PLF Furniture offer, dedicated to cutting prototypes and small 
series. 

 

High-level performance for productivity and material savings 
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The Versalis Furniture range addresses the major concerns of furniture manufacturers, who are 
searching for solutions that reduce manufacturing time and meet the demand to increase production, 
while limiting the consumption of leather. 

 

It helps balance the stages of scanning, nesting, cutting and offloading, without slowing down or 
interrupting the cycle, an exclusive benefit for manufacturers. The multi-conveyors or mono-conveyor 
solutions help maintain an optimum level of productivity and constant performance. Versalis Furniture 
incorporates automatic nesting solutions to maximize the use of material; as well as a unique 
digitalization of the hides solution to treat so-called natural, particularly vulnerable leather cutting. 

 

Last but not least, at each stage, the risk of error and associated costs is reduced by a constant automatic 
control of all production information, costing, analysis and process optimization. 

 

Versalis, Lectra’s new family of cutting leather solutions 

From 2007 to 2012, Lectra has invested more than 13 million Euros to develop Versalis, its family of 
solutions dedicated to leather cutting. Versalis Furniture joins the Versalis Auto and Versalis Fashion 
ranges, launched respectively in May and November 2011. 

 

Part of Lectra’s comprehensive solutions, from design to production, the Versalis range comes with 
specific service offers. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Mentor Graphics New Questa Platform Functionality Boosts Productivity across the Verification 
Spectrum 
16 April 2012 

 

Mentor Graphics Corp. announced the 10.1 release of the Questa® functional verification platform, a 
tightly integrated solution that is transforming the functional verification of complex System-on-Chip 
(SoC) and FPGA designs. This new release extends Mentor’s technology leadership in verification 
productivity with increased simulation and verification performance, enhanced support of the Universal 
Verification Methodology (UVM), accelerated coverage closure, and low power verification with the 
most comprehensive Unified Power Format (UPF) support available. 

 

“The Questa functional verification platform contains an integrated set of leading-edge technologies that 
address the major verification challenges faced by today’s complex SoC, ASIC, and FPGA designs,” 
said John Lenyo, vice president and general manager of the Design Verification Technology division of 
Mentor Graphics. “Design teams are looking for solutions that increase total verification throughput, 
improve verification quality, speed up adoption of new methodologies and effectively analyze 
verification results. This release of the Questa platform, combined with our comprehensive Verification 

http://www.lectra.com/
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Academy website, brings these powerful verification solutions and “know-how” to verification teams 
around the globe.” 

 

Simulation and Verification Performance: The need for additional performance is at the heart of 
every functional verification process. The Questa 10.1 release introduces new Questa Multi-Core 
simulation technology. Questa Multi-Core is targeted for large designs that can take advantage of 
modern compute systems by partitioning the design to run on multiple CPUs or computers in parallel, 
while maintaining a single database for debug and coverage closure. Questa Multi-Core is especially 
applicable to large designs with long simulation times where users have experienced from 2-5x run time 
improvement depending on the number of cores used. Additionally, the Questa 10.1 compiler and 
simulation engine now makes it easier to create a common testbench for use across Questa simulation 
and Veloce® emulation platforms creating a fast path to performance acceleration. 

 

Leading Support for UVM: Mentor continues its role of promoting UVM adoption by making it easier 
for verification teams to reach their UVM deployment goals. According to Mentor, the Questa 10.1 
platform is the first verification platform with a UVM-aware debug solution that gives engineers 
essential information about the operation of their dynamic, class-based testbenches in the familiar 
context of source code and waveform viewing that RTL designers have used for years. With additional 
UVM-specific views, Questa 10.1 shows the component hierarchy, class definition tree, and other UVM 
settings specific to a testbench to make it easier to understand the operation of the verification 
environment. Together with UVM Express, UVM Connect, and UVM Questa Verification IP, the 
Questa 10.1 platform provides an unmatched environment where UVM users of all ability levels can 
achieve the productivity required to satisfy the demands of today’s designs. 

 

Unique Coverage Closure Solutions: Managing the verification process and achieving coverage 
closure rank at the top of today’s verification challenges, and Mentor has industry-leading solutions that 
address both. 

 

The Questa Verification Manager is a complete suite of tools that helps manage verification processes, 
tools and data. At its heart is an updated Unified Coverage DataBase (UCDB), designed specifically to 
reduce verification file storage needs and improve analysis and query times. Mentor has contributed the 
UCDB to the Unified Coverage Interoperability Standard (UCIS) driven by the Accellera Systems 
Initiative. For process and tool management, Questa 10.1 now includes a new Run Manager control 
panel that makes it easier to control, configure, analyze and automate regression environments. Using 
Questa Run Manager, users have been able to reduce their regression run times from days to hours. 

 

To accelerate coverage closure, Questa inFact’s intelligent testbench automation generates high-quality, 
non-redundant stimulus that achieves coverage closure more than 10x faster than any alternative. Now 
with Questa 10.1, users can automatically import their existing SystemVerilog constraints and 
covergroups, accelerating coverage closure with minimal time and effort. Furthermore, Questa 10.1 now 
automatically generates SystemVerilog covergroups, simplifying the creation and understanding of 
coverage models. 
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Low Power Verification: New in Questa 10.1 is support for UPF 2.0, as well as multiple new static and 
dynamic power checks used for both register transfer level (RTL) and gate level power verification. UPF 
2.0 enables support for IP blocks and hard macros, as well as enabling hierarchical composition, which 
is required to support a power verification methodology that spans block, sub-system and system level. 
Mentor is taking a leading role in driving the standardization of UPF 2.0 as well as delivering market 
leading support of this standard. 

 

Questa Verification Platform: It has become clear that no single technology or tool is able to achieve 
the levels of verification throughput and quality that are required to verify today’s SoC, ASIC and 
FPGA designs. The Questa platform weaves together verification tools with advanced methodologies to 
help design teams achieve the highest possible verification throughput and measurable design quality. 

Click here to return to Contents 

  
 

New Release of Bentley Descartes Extends Bentley’s Comprehensive Point-cloud Processing and 
Management Capabilities 
16 April 2012 

 

Bentley Systems, Incorporated announced an industry first with the release of Bentley Descartes V8i 
(SELECTseries 3) – 3D modeling that combines point clouds, raster imagery, and geometry. The 
resulting models expand the utility of point clouds by supporting hybrid design workflows that deliver 
“as-operated” 3D models to serve the operations and maintenance needs of owner-operators. By 
enabling hypermodeling – the intuitive navigation of as-operated models in 3D context that includes 
engineering information in any form – Bentley is committed to enhancing infrastructure safety and 
resilience while increasing owner-operators’ returns on their engineering investments. 

 

Bentley set the stage for this innovation by incorporating scalable terrain models (STMs) and, soon 
after, point clouds as fundamental data types across its information modeling applications and 
engineering information management services. It first introduced point clouds into its portfolio by 
embedding the high-performance Vortex engine into MicroStation, and more recently acquired 
Pointools Ltd, the leading hardware-neutral provider of point-cloud software. 

 

Through its release of Bentley Descartes V8i (SELECTseries 3), Bentley launches an information 
modeling product for advanced point-cloud processing – and the manipulation of STMs – that addresses 
virtually all of the 3D image processing needs of infrastructure professionals. With this product, project 
teams can take greater advantage of point clouds in engineering workflows for all categories of 
infrastructure. Moreover, they’ll be able to work with any type of point-cloud data, including aerial and 
terrestrial LiDAR and ground-penetrating radar. 
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Coming soon is a new offering from Bentley that overcomes the intractable scale of point clouds that 
has long limited their versatility in information modeling workflows. Called ProjectWise Point-cloud 
Services, this innovation streams on demand to Bentley applications only the portion of a point cloud 
being viewed or queried, facilitating the collaborative work sharing and unlocking the value of terabytes 
of point-cloud data. 

 

The combination of point-cloud viewing, processing, and management across Bentley products – 
including MicroStation, Bentley Descartes, Bentley Pointools, and ProjectWise – delivers the market’s 
comprehensive and productive engineering software for the utilization of point-cloud data throughout 
the infrastructure lifecycle. Bentley also continues to release products based on its Pointools technology, 
including Bentley Pointools for stand-alone workflows and two iWare apps available at no charge: 
Bentley Pointools View and Bentley Pointools PODcreator. 

 

Richard Zambuni, Bentley global marketing director, said, “Years ago, our Bentley Descartes product 
enabled a breakthrough for 2D modeling that empowered our users to combine imagery with geometry 
conveniently and in real time facilitated by Bentley’s innovative warping technology. Today, the new 
Bentley Descartes achieves the equivalent breakthrough for 3D information modeling, empowering our 
users to quickly manipulate a STM and texture it with orthoimagery to achieve a highly accurate 
topography of the terrain. They can do the same with a 3D city model, combining imagery and 
geometric models to achieve the engineering accuracy and rigor that infrastructure professionals 
demand.” 

 

He continued, “And now for point clouds, the new version of Bentley Descartes uniquely combines this 
fundamental data type with raster imagery and geometry in 3D information models through processing 
capabilities such as point-cloud classification editing; the draping and snapping of vector elements to a 
point cloud; a new 'flashlight' feature that lets users dynamically visualize surfaces in the point cloud for 
easier navigation and comprehension; a smart snap feature that automates the time-consuming task of 
finding the highest, lowest, or median point along a user-defined path; and the ability to export in LAS 
and POD file formats for reuse in other applications. All of these enhancements make the use of point 
clouds a lot more intuitive and productive, empowering GIS and CAD professionals, surveyors, urban 
planners, and engineers to readily employ hybrid models in the creation of better-performing, intelligent 
infrastructure.” 

 

Commenting on the new release of Bentley Descartes V8i, Matthew McCarter, CAD technician, Capital 
Programmes Directorate, London Underground, said, “As a user of point-cloud data in various CAD 
packages for over 12 years, I am most impressed with the point-cloud processing tools in Bentley 
Descartes. I look forward to using the cross sectioning, ‘flashlight,’ and other functionality for extracting 
geometry to further improve the efficiency of London Underground’s Land Survey Team.” 

 

Stephane Poitras, director of Information Resources, Ville de Saguenay, Quebec, Canada, said, “The 
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City of Saguenay encompasses approximately 1136 square kilometers, and we have always had issues 
trying to create terrain models covering our entire territory. With the new scalable terrain model 
technology shipping with Bentley Descartes V8i (SELECTseries 3), this problem is solved. We have 
created a STM, draped more than 1.5 gigabytes of raster imagery on top of the terrain, and have seen an 
amazing display performance.” 

 

Morten M. Sørensen, project leader, NIRAS BlomInfo, said, “With the release of Bentley Descartes V8i 
(SELECTseries 3) a strong improvement in the visualization of our survey data is possible, because in 
this new version we can manipulate very large terrain models and drape high resolution orthophotos on 
them. These new functions have streamlined our workflows and improved the outputs, so we are now 
able to communicate our results to our clients faster, better, and in a more convincing manner.” 

 

Bentley Descartes V8i (SELECTseries 3) running on MicroStation V8i (SELECTseries 3) advances 
information modeling, in particular for infrastructure assets and 3D cities, through: 

•advanced point-cloud processing  

•the ability to handle extremely large scalable terrain models  

•3D model texturing functionality  

For additional information about Bentley Descartes V8i (SELECTseries 3), visit 
http://www.bentley.com/descartesAIM. 

Click here to return to Contents 

SGI and Altair Lead Efforts for Power-Efficient Exascale Computing 
16 April 2012 

 

SGI announced an expansion of its long-term partnership with Altair Engineering, Inc. SGI is 
collaborating with Altair to develop scheduling and systems management solutions to support energy 
efficient computing at exascale levels. As part of the expanded relationship, SGI has entered into an 
original equipment manufacturer (OEM) agreement with Altair that names the company its preferred 
workload management supplier. The agreement makes it possible for SGI to more cost-effectively 
integrate Altair’s PBS Professional® scheduler on SGI HPC systems, ensuring costs remain favorable as 
system sizes and CPU-core counts continue to increase. 

 

“SGI and Altair are committed to delivering energy-efficient and affordable computing resources to the 
high-performance computing community,” said Bill Nitzberg, chief technology officer for PBS Works at 
Altair. “With this project, we have taken a lead role in providing the enabling capabilities for power 
management in the age of exascale computing.” 

 

SGI Management Center is a comprehensive operational management application for technical 
computing, and is part of a suite of SGI software products that help companies optimize large scale 

http://www.bentley.com/descartesAIM
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system power usage and consumption effectively and efficiently, simplifying energy information into 
meaningful decision points. As part of this agreement, SGI Management Center will be more tightly 
integrated with Altair’s PBS Professional for more optimal system performance and scheduling of 
resources. 

 

“Exascale is forcing a redefinition of the way customers approach computing and systems 
management,” said Christian Tanasescu, vice president of software product engineering at SGI. 
“Companies won’t be able to simply apply or extrapolate the work done at petascale levels to maintain 
performance once they move to the exascale range, and this agreement allows us to tailor solutions for 
our customers that allow them to scale their workloads efficiently and cost-effectively.” 

 

The goal of the collaboration is for SGI and Altair to deliver a set of software to efficiently manage large 
scale systems for performance, resilience, and power optimization. With this software, capacity planning 
can be based on available power, scaling to meet the changing power requirements of a specific job or 
an entire workload. Focus areas for the project include workload and application profiling, and power 
rate and load scheduling. The solution will enable intelligent scheduling based on power consumption, 
so users can run jobs on the most energy-efficient resource for a given application, or apply policies that 
allow them to schedule jobs when energy rates are at their lowest. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

SmartMouse and a Different Ribbon Added to the Next Version of ZWCAD 
16 April 2012 

 

ZWSOFT announced that the next version of ZWCAD will include a different ribbon interface and 
SmartMouse, which is the mouse gestures developed by ZWSOFT. These are just two of the many 
fundamentally new features in ZWCAD, which will provide users with a much more fluid user 
experience.  

 

SmartMouse speeds up design process 
 

The mouse gesture is a common and useful tool for web browsing, but have you ever imagined using it 
in CAD? SmartMouse, the mouse gestures developed by ZWSOFT, is a new feature in the upcoming 
version of ZWCAD. With SmartMouse, users just need to hold down the right mouse button, move the 
mouse on a certain track to trigger frequently used commands such as NEW, CIRCLE and MOVE, 
which will help speed up the design process. Moreover, users can customize commands for different 
mouse actions. 

 

A different ribbon interface makes design work more productive 
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The next version of ZWCAD endeavors to bring a more user-friendly ribbon experience with the 
following features: 

 

Navigate on the cleanest ribbon interface ever 
(See the cleanest ribbon interface ever) 

A lot of CAD products have a down arrow to allow more buttons at the bottom of each ribbon panel, 
which increases clicks to reach those buttons hiding in the expanded area. In the next version of 
ZWCAD, the ribbon panel is designed to have JUST-ENOUGH buttons and let them all show on the 
panel, which brings simplicity to the whole interface. 

 

Choose intuitively the right button with less effort 

Button arrangement has always been tightly related to user experience, so ZWSOFT worked hard to 
figure out the most efficient button arrangement by conducting a survey. This survey asked CAD users 
from all over the world in the AEC and MCAD industries about their user experience and habits. The 
upcoming version of ZWCAD will let the user choose the right button with less effort. 

 

Feel amazingly comfortable and relaxed with the style 
See the flat icons with cozy colors) 

The ribbon interface in the upcoming version of ZWCAD focuses on users having a more comfortable 
user experience than those already existing ribbons in other CAD software. When opening it, users will 
find the colors very cozy and the icons look flat instead of stereoscopic, which helps ease visual fatigue 
after working long hours.  

 

The SmartMouse and ribbon interface is just the tip of the iceberg of many fundamentally new features 
in the next version of ZWCAD. Want to learn more about this product? Please stay tuned for more 
upcoming features. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Mentor Graphics Moves BridgePoint UML Editor to Open Source Domain 
 April 16 2012 

 

Mentor Graphics Corp. announced its intention to place the front-end UML editor of its powerful 
BridgePoint™ xtUML environment into the open source domain. This action is intended to provide the 
system design community with broader access to comprehensive UML editing capabilities, encouraging 
advancement to powerful executable and translatable model-driven development. 

 

http://files.zwsoft.com/en/zwcad/Figure_2.jpg
http://files.zwsoft.com/en/zwcad/Figure_3.jpg
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UML entry provides a starting point for model-driven flows, which dramatically improve a company’s 
ability to capture design intent, validate requirements, communicate and manage data across disciplines 
and organizational boundaries, reuse intellectual property, and even generate downstream 
implementations. 

 

BridgePoint is an advanced, proven, xtUML-based environment built upon the Eclipse IDE platform. 
The term xtUML indicates extensions to the standard UML, which enables execution of the UML model 
to verify its behavior along with translation of the UML into downstream implementation languages 
such as C, C++, SystemC and others, while supporting interface standards like IP-XACT and 
AUTOSAR. BridgePoint is comprised of a UML editor, a verifier (providing simulated execution 
capability), and a set of model compilers (providing translation). Mentor Graphics is moving the UML 
editor portion into the open source domain, providing the industry with a free entry point towards full 
model-driven development flows that can be augmented with user-developed model compilers. The 
BridgePoint product’s verifier and the current portfolio of commercial grade model compilers, which 
will plug into the open source UML editor, will remain Mentor Graphics products. 

 

The Mentor Graphics® BridgePoint development team will participate in the open source community, 
contributing features and streamlining executable UML knowledge transfer. The BridgePoint software is 
actually used to develop the various components that make up the BridgePoint product recommended 
for customer use. Therefore, the code being placed into the open source domain includes the xtUML 
meta-model, the xtUML model of BridgePoint, and the Java source that interfaces with the Eclipse 
environment. 

Stephen Mellor, originator of the modeling methodology that underlies BridgePoint xtUML, welcomed 
this new initiative, saying, “Open source has already reduced barriers to entry for modeling tools. 
Making BridgePoint open source now extends this benefit to users of executable and translatable UML, 
while allowing them to continue to gain from the extensive expertise captured by MGC's model 
compilers and verification tools.” 

“The availability of BridgePoint as an open source editor will enable the industry’s movement from 
static UML diagrams and paper-based processes to executable model-driven flows,” said Serge Leef, 
vice president and general manager, System Level Engineering Division, Mentor Graphics. “Over time, 
we expect the BridgePoint open source UML editor to become the de facto standard for UML trainers 
and educators.” 

 

“There is growing interest in executable and translatable UML in our community, and this open source 
move is very timely for wider use in projects needing a high precision design, as well as an efficient 
code generation solution,” commented Takao Futagami, NPO SESSAME director. 

 

Open source contributors will accelerate the improvement of the BridgePoint editor in novel directions. 
Users will be able to customize the editor to best support their specific modeling process. Companies 
will benefit from free access to models for their many users who need to view and edit them. 
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The BridgePoint technology will be discussed at the Mentor Graphics booth #1530 during the Design 
Automation Conference (DAC 2012), being held in San Francisco from June 3-7, 2012. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Tekla BIMsight 1.5 BIM Tool is Now More Global and Easy to Use 
16 April 2012 
 

Tekla BIMsight is now available in French, German, Spanish, Chinese and Japanese, offering more 
efficient project communication and the benefit of free-of-charge clash checking to more users than ever 
before. 

 

All the languages are available in the basic software installation package. There is no need for separate 
downloads for the language versions. The user can change the language of the software in the settings of 
Tekla BIMsight. The user community and Help Center are available in English to connect all users of 
Tekla BIMsight under one community. 

 

In addition, the Tekla BIMsight user interface has been renewed. The streamlined Tekla BIMsight has 
intuitive icons making it even easier to use than before. When using the new touch interface, released in 
version 1.4, the icons are easier to select as they are now taller. Moreover, Tekla BIMsight 1.5 is an even 
better presentation tool, as models and slideshows can be viewed in full-screen mode. 

 

”The English version of Tekla BIMsight has been hugely successful, and it has gotten even more global 
usage than we had planned. The demand for language support has been there from day one, and we are 
now able to offer the benefits of Tekla BIMsight to an even larger audience. This is one way for Tekla to 
show commitment to improving project collaboration and support for the open standards," says Ville 
Kyytsönen, Tekla BIMsight business manager. 

 

For more detailed information about Tekla BIMsight 1.5, please read the Release Notes. 

 

Download Tekla BIMsight 1.5 for free at www teklabimsight com 

 

Video tutorials and an online community make it easy for anyone to get started visualizing and 
communicating with building information models. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 
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ZW3D CAD/CAM Integrates Lightworks Artisan for 3D Rendering 
19 April 2012  

 

ZWSOFT announced today that Lightworks Artisan for ZW3D 2012 was launched for 3D rendering. 
Artisan implements photorealistic rendering and enhances the creation of high quality images during the 
design process. With seamless work between ZW3D CAD CAM and Lightworks Artisan, users will be 
more productive in their 3D design.    

 

Design in ZW3D CAD/CAM More Vividly and ProductivelyArtisan gives ZW3D users another 
perspective of their work when the 3D design becomes more lifelike and vivid. It offers a completely 
new approach along with tools for the creation of high quality images of virtual products or buildings, 
whilst they are still being designed. 

 

Joh Li, the CTO at ZWSOFT commented; “With ZW3D CAD/CAM, customers are able to create good 
3D designs of a product with the flexible hybrid modeling technology and powerful free form functions. 
Now, with the cooperation between ZWSOFT and Lightworks, ZW3D customers can just drag and drop 
the materials and light settings to the drawing, and quickly have a great picture. It only takes a couple 
seconds to show the nice design of the product.” 

 

About Lightworks 

Lightworks is the world's leading supplier of rendering solutions for developers of advanced 3D 
computer graphics software. Now in its 23rd year, Lightworks continues to develop products to provide 
customers with innovative and market-focused solutions for the creation of powerful and easy-to-use 
rendering applications.  www.lightworkdesign.com 

 

About ZWSOFT 

ZWSOFT is a leading supplier of CAD/CAM software solutions, and is headquartered in Guangzhou, 
China with branch offices in Beijing, Shanghai, Wuhan, and Melbourne, Florida. The company employs 
about 400 people and supports an international network of skilled strategic partners. www.zwsoft.com 
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