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CIMdata News  
CIMdata Celebrates 30 Year Milestone Anniversary 
29 August 2013 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic management consulting and research firm is excited to 
announce a milestone 30th year anniversary. Founded in 1983 by Julius Dorfman, Robert Johnson, and 
David Penning, CIMdata has been at the forefront of the ever-evolving PLM ecosystem from the 
beginning. 
Throughout its 30 year history, CIMdata has been dedicated to maximizing its clients’ ability to design 
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and deliver innovative products and services through the application of PLM. CIMdata is committed to 
advancing the PLM industry through its research, consulting, and educational endeavors. 
Commenting on this milestone event, CIMdata president Peter Bilello said, “CIMdata has shown that we 
have the ability to stay ahead of the PLM curve by providing timely and actionable insight and advice to 
our clients throughout the world. We owe our success to our people, who continue to evolve with the 
dynamic PLM market. We also thank our clients, who are our strongest advocates.” 
To mark this milestone, CIMdata will be holding numerous anniversary promotions and retrospectives 
throughout the remainder of the year. Anniversary events will include the introduction of a new website 
in the third quarter and an anniversary celebration at PLM Road Map 2013, which will take place on 
October 9 and 10, just north of Chicago. For more information visit 
http://www.picongress.us/home/plmroadmap. 
 

Click here to return to Contents 

CIMdata Commentary: Better Service—Happier Customers: PTC’s Solution for SLM  
29 August 2013 

Key takeaways: 

• Companies are focusing on services to differentiate their product offerings and as a way to improve 
product design, improve profits, and increase customer satisfaction 
• Effective Service Lifecycle Management (SLM) is a key factor in developing and maintaining 
customer satisfaction and loyalty 
• PTC has developed and acquired a number of best in class service solutions that address key aspects of 
SLM and that enable a System for Service which helps companies provide world class service so their 
customers achieve the highest value from the products they sell 
 

Introduction 

Service is much more than the repair or replacement of defective or failing products. It encompasses all 
activities that ensure products can be used to their full potential—i.e., that the product performs as 
designed or better throughout its designed life. This critical activity involves a myriad of activities such 
as field service, warranty and contract management, customer experience, knowledge and technical 
information management, service logistics, and more.  
 

Historically, in most industries service was an afterthought. However today, delivering excellent service 
is a critical element in customer satisfaction, differentiating product offerings, improving new product 
design, and increasing revenue and profitability. Customers expect high quality in the products and 
services they purchase. When a product fails or is not usable, they expect fast, efficient service to restore 
it to the expected level of performance. Companies that provide excellent products and service are 
rewarded with improved customer loyalty and the opportunity to expand their product and service sales. 
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Customers are also beginning to change what and how they buy—purchasing a desired outcome not a 
product. For example, when buying power-by-the-hour for aircraft engines, customers buy flight hours 
at a specified performance level. Maintaining a high level of availability is both mandatory and 
profitable for the engine manufacturer. Delivering services on a long-life product can be much more 
profitable than the initial sale as services become a steady, long-term, profitable revenue stream. 
Customers also want maintenance to be proactive—anticipating when service should be performed, not 
waiting until an outage occurs. 
 

Warranty management is another important service component and business opportunity. Proper and 
efficient management of warranties can directly, and positively, affect the bottom line as well as a firm’s 
brand equity. The need to provide improved customer warranty and service response is forcing 
companies to implement integrated service and warranty management solutions that leverage the full set 
of information that describes a product. Additionally, providing feedback from warranty incidents into 
product development and the service supply chain is important for both near-term corrective actions as 
well as for improving future designs.  
With service becoming more important as a key component of customer loyalty and corporate 
profitability, what are the issues preventing companies from delivering better levels of service to their 
customers?  
 

The History of Service—Silo Operations 

Historically, service has been fragmented across most organizations with multiple, disparate business 
systems and service-specific product information repositories for tech support, warranty, parts 
information, and more. Service personnel did not participate in product design and were unable to 
influence design decisions regarding how a product could best be operated and maintained. Service 
documentation was also created and maintained separately from product design and development, 
resulting in missing details or inconsistencies with regards to the information about how the product 
should be serviced. 
 

Today, many organizations employ different business systems for service, workforce scheduling, task 
and work order management, spare parts planning and logistics, completion reporting, and warranty 
claim processing. In such a setting, service personnel must access multiple systems to find what they 
need to properly schedule, diagnose, and resolve service issues. Thus, obtaining current product 
configuration information, up to date service documentation, what service parts are needed, etc., is 
difficult. This frequently results in extending the time required to perform the service and induces 
service errors that may force a second or third costly service event—resulting in lower customer 
satisfaction. 
 

Companies are recognizing that service information management and associated processes need to be 
integrated both within the service ecosystem and with related business systems to provide a single, 
complete, up-to-date view of service. These companies recognize the need to improve the consistency 
and availability of service-related information regardless of where it is created and maintained. This is 
driving the evolution and adoption of Service Lifecycle Management (SLM) as an important investment, 
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critical to long-term business success. 
 

World-Class SLM 

Delivering world-class service requires managing service and service related information and processes 
in an integrated manner during each service event and throughout the useful life of the product. To do 
so, service content structures need to be developed during product design and maintained until the 
product is removed from service, decommissioned, or recycled. All aspects of service and warranty 
support must be managed and kept current with the latest product configurations and specifications as 
well as any regional and compliance obligations.  
 

Effective service planning and execution requires knowledge of a product’s current configuration, its 
maintenance and repair history, how it is best operated and serviced, and what spares, test, and service 
equipment must be used to maintain the product or system. SLM incorporates more than just service 
applications, it encompasses the people, processes, and technology used to define, deliver, and measure 
service. Service business systems (e.g., service parts management, service knowledge management, field 
service management, warranty management, and service analytics) need to be integrated to share service 
information so that pertinent information is readily available and clear, concise, and valid thereby 
eliminating data re-entry, conflicts, and missing information that result in service errors. 
 

Effective SLM also means being proactive—tracking the usage of a product in service and determining 
and notifying the customer when a service event should be scheduled. The SLM solution can then 
provide the service technician with the needed service information proactively (e.g., service procedures, 
approved parts lists, and training materials) and pre-order the parts or kits needed to perform the service 
and make sure they are available at the needed location. 
 

SLM solutions should also provide the ability to capture and analyze service related information—what 
type of problems, how frequently they have occurred, which products are failing, and when and where. 
Analytics can then be used to spot patterns and trends so that preventive actions can be initiated 
proactively. 
 

Finally, effective service management includes closing the loop, providing feedback to product 
requirements, design, quality, and manufacturing so that next generation products are designed and built 
to perform better and provide customers with higher on-going value. 
 

PTC’s SLM Solution 

PTC believes, and CIMdata agrees, that effective SLM is key to a company’s long-term success. PTC 
states that its strategy for addressing SLM is an approach that encompasses key aspects of the service 
lifecycle built on three legs: 
• Best-in-class solutions that individually address specific service business problems or opportunities 
such as technical information, service parts management, field service management, etc. 
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• An SLM solution that provides cross-solution visibility to enable optimization of all service operations 
and enable service planning, execution, and analysis 
• Total product lifecycle visibility to maximize product and service performance, establish long-term 
customer relationships, and increase service revenue and company profits, which PTC refers to as 
‘product and service advantage’ 
 

To deliver on this strategy, PTC has been executing a long-term strategy to build and acquire leading 
solutions to create a comprehensive SLM portfolio including Arbortext, Creo and Windchill for product 
support planning and technical and parts information delivery; 4CS for warranty management; and 
Servigistics for service parts planning and optimization, field service execution, and service knowledge 
management. PTC states that all solutions are being further developed on a universal enterprise 
framework so that service information and processes can be optimized to flow seamlessly and 
transparently across service functions and other enterprise business systems.  
 

PTC is delivering nine solutions for key service areas. These include: Technical Information, Service 
Parts Information, Service Knowledge Management, Warranty and Contract Management, Service Parts 
Management, Field Service Management, Service Parts Pricing, Service Depot Management, and 
Service Network Management. 
Start with Single Solution or the Entire Suite 

Each PTC service solution addresses a specific SLM related function or operation and are offered 
individually or together to make up a total SLM environment. According to PTC, its SLM approach 
enables companies to get started toward a strategic service IT environment a ‘step at a time’ to address 
specific business needs. PTC SLM solutions can be combined with PTC’s Windchill solution and others, 
and also integrate with business systems, including ERP, CRM, and non-PTC PLM applications. 
PTC claims benefits include the ability to capture and manage up to date knowledge about products and 
related service information and processes, and be able to access and use that information whenever and 
wherever needed. Service can be more effectively planned and executed, saving time and money for 
both the service provider and the customer. Service personnel will have the latest and most accurate 
information about the product to be serviced (e.g., product configuration and service processes) so they 
can perform their service correctly and on time, every time. Integration with other PTC solutions is 
intended to help ensure that up front service planning is in accordance with product requirements and 
that all service issues are captured and incorporated into new product development. 
  

Better service creates happier and more loyal customers. Effective Service Lifecycle Management is the 
key to creating those happier customers. It spans everything from installation, to maintenance, to how to 
use, and the feedback to improving product design and manufacturing. Excellence in SLM can make the 
difference in retaining customers. It also improves the bottom line—delivering service more efficiently 
and at lower cost, and providing the ability to increase service revenues. 
 

PTC offers a comprehensive SLM vision and strategy for enabling companies’ ability to deliver 
advanced services. PTC’s SLM solutions address almost all aspects of service and warranty 
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management and can be used with or without other PTC solutions. When coupled with PTC’s product 
development environment, a comprehensive solution to manage products from concept through end of 
life is available from a single solution provider. Companies looking to improve their service capabilities 
should evaluate PTC’s SLM solutions.  
 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, an independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize an 
enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 
Product Lifecycle Management (PLM). CIMdata provides world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-
practice methods on PLM. CIMdata also offers research, subscription services, publications, and 
education through international conferences. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website 
at http://www.CIMdata.com or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108, 
USA. Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV Weert, The 
Netherlands. Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

Click here to return to Contents 

CIMdata Commentary: Challenges and Solutions for Electronics and High-Tech Product 
Development  
27 August 2013 

Key takeaways: 

• Complex electronics and software are now a critical component of many consumer and business 
durable goods. 
• Traditional manufacturing companies must now have high-tech product development competency, 
which requires managing complex engineering tradeoffs. 
• A borderless development-information environment is a critical capability for durable goods 
manufacturing. 
• End-to-end coverage of the systems engineering process is mandatory for product development 
information systems. 
High-Tech Product Development Trends 

Electromechanical product (e.g., appliances, computers, automobiles) market leadership now requires 
that those products be digital and interactive, communicating with people and other devices, connecting 
to the Internet, incorporating sensors, collecting data, displaying more information, and being 
autonomous, among a host of desired features. Approximately 40% of CEOs believe technology will 
have the biggest impact on their organization in the next 3 years.  (Source: IBM, “Capitalizing on 
Complexity: Insights from Global CEO Study” 2010) 
 

Mainstream manufacturers must now have high-tech product development competency to compete 
successfully. Even home appliances are becoming high tech. Ten years ago, for example, washing 
machines were electromechanical units with simple motors, transmissions, and mechanical timers. Now 
a modern washing machine is a sophisticated blend of sensors, electronics, and over a million lines of 



CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 8 

software code. This sophistication is necessary to deliver the differentiated consumer experience that 
drives purchases, while meeting other design requirements such as government regulation compliance. 
 

Consumers and businesses alike demand and expect products that perform flawlessly; provide 
continually improving experiences; anticipate their needs; are small and lightweight; and are fast, 
interactive, and simple to operate. This is nothing new. But the standard for excellence is ever higher 
because of global competition and continually growing high-tech competency. Of course manufacturers 
must still engineer products that have superior capacity, energy use, usability, aesthetics, vibration and 
noise limits, among other attributes. 
 

The complexity of these products requires manufacturers to have engineering competency in a wide 
range of areas including software, mechanical, structures, electrical, electronics, fluids, thermal, airflow, 
vibration, and noise. Blending this knowledge to meet requirements, solve problems, and make 
technology tradeoff decisions is difficult but is also a critical necessity for business success. 
 

Leading manufacturing companies now provide great products by: 

• Delving deeply into the experiences that customers desire. They seek insight not simply on product 
attributes, but on the aggregate experience and derivative perceived benefits. Not only do they want to 
know the preferred physical sensations such as touch, feel, and appearance, but also how they affect 
customer emotions and actions. 
• Using big data to uncover hidden preferences that customers have for their products and for other 
similar products. 
• Decomposing customers’ insights and experiences into actionable product attribute targets, such as 
performance, capacity, energy consumption, and usability.  
• Automating the distribution of attribute specifications across software, electronics, and mechanical 
system design teams simultaneously. 
• Using qualitative and quantitative analytics systems to clarify tradeoff decisions on how design targets 
will be met whether by software, electronics, mechanical, or some other means. 
• Using a combination of workflow and social collaboration tools to shorten development cycles while 
meeting the challenge of complex, simultaneous, globally distributed development. 
• Real-time assessment and monitoring of design and manufacturing costs.  

• Virtual simulation of product prototypes to accelerate fine-tuning and lower development costs. 

 

High-tech manufacturing companies must build a critical mass of knowledge in the organization, and 
must bring this multi-disciplinary knowledge together quickly in order to make the tradeoff and product 
decisions that result in a profitable product. 
Many manufacturers are trying to become high-tech product development companies, but their 
processes are based on a traditional phase-gate method, which is not particularly well suited to high-tech 
product development. Many companies have evolved with a tradition of developing strictly mechanical 
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or electrical products and are not as efficient as they should be for high-tech product development. 
Further, they often rely on outdated and manual processes, methods, and systems.  
 

In a collocated environment, combining complex knowledge, managing the tradeoffs, and solving 
engineering problems can be fairly straightforward. It takes place through an informal, reciprocal, and 
iterative process of interaction, bolstered by shared context and norms, and the language of a single 
location. The knowledge is typically “pulled” by a person approaching another person and asking 
questions, and interacting as the knowledge is delivered, exchanged, and built upon. 
 

However, modern manufacturing leaders now depend upon globally distributed skill centers to gain cost 
and competency advantages. Processes and tools developed for collocated development are insufficient 
for this new global development model. When product development innovators are separated by 
distance, time, and culture, communication and collaboration become serious challenges. The process of 
setting, evaluating, and tracking product attribute tradeoff decisions across the many engineering 
disciplines is chaotic and error prone. Product flaws can unknowingly be introduced. Duplication of 
effort becomes common as people develop the same knowledge in different locations. Rework increases 
as people discover problems due to disconnected decisions. For most high-tech companies, the result 
includes higher-than-expected product costs, missed customer expectations, poor product performance, 
and other product launch issues. 
 

Information Technology for High-Tech Product Development 

The evolving capabilities of social media applications can help to provide the same real-time 
communication possible with collocated product development teams. The resulting collaboration 
improvement enables high-tech companies to increase product complexity and thereby improve the 
customer experience. It also shortens time to market—a critical success factor. Companies improve their 
ability to design right the first time, avoiding missed market opportunities and assuring sufficient profit 
margin. 
 

Although there is progress, many current product development information-system solutions and design 
tools are not social-enabled, and constrain the quick and effective capturing, building, and integrating of 
design knowledge required for effective design tradeoff decisions. Many product development tools 
(e.g., CAD, CAE, and Excel) produce standalone design files. Since these tools capture knowledge in 
individual files, they actually disconnect and disperse knowledge rather than enable innovators to 
integrate it. Many Product Data Management (PDM) solutions still manage data more than they manage 
true information. Further, the file check-in and check-out function of PDM is often ignored or avoided, 
disrupting effective information exchange and limiting the PDM information’s base value. 
 

The maturation of a truly transparent, low-effort, borderless design environment for high-tech 
manufacturers is underway, but is not yet complete. Efforts in this direction, however, can already 
benefit virtually collocated teams and the rapid product attribute tradeoffs needed for high-tech product 
development. CIMdata believes that the ideal future solution will be a borderless workspace 
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environment that enables people to collaborate and share tradeoffs, product attributes, and any other 
data, as though they are working simultaneously on the same spreadsheet. All the inefficiencies, errors, 
and rework that occur today due to passing around files will be significantly eliminated. Attributes of 
this design environment are presented below. 
 

Systems Engineering Processes for High-Tech Manufacturers 

Companies developing high-tech products should look for end-to-end PLM process solutions based on 
systems engineering. The solutions should be evolving towards integration and interoperability of design 
applications, collaboration tools, and information bases, including the following systems engineering 
processes: 
 

Requirements Traceability & Test: High-tech manufacturers must seek solutions that can capture and 
document customer requirements and track and demonstrate how the requirements were met. Many high 
high-tech companies, such as medical device manufacturers, must demonstrate a direct link from a 
requirement to the function that meets the requirement, and a link to the test verifying that the 
requirement has been met. In addition to reducing product risk, organizational efficiency improves when 
the whole organization can self-coordinate using the same requirements and test data.  
 

Systems Architecture Validated: High-tech companies should look for solutions that provide a top-down 
product architecture design capability. With complex products, decisions must be made regarding how 
to meet customer requirements, which can be satisfied by software, electronics, or mechanical solutions. 
The solution should enable manufacturers to define product architecture to address requirements, set 
targets for systems, simulate systems behavior, and lay out the product from a systems perspective, 
rather than just from a component perspective. The result is a system design with clear decisions about 
how requirements will be met and how the systems will function. This results in an optimized product 
and in less product development waste. 
 

Component Supplier Management: High-tech companies should look for a solution that enables a 
component catalog with detailed attribute data. Quickly finding components that will resolve tradeoff 
decisions can often mean the difference between a profitable product and one that loses money. The 
solution should provide a means to select components based on requirements and to evaluate 
components for tradeoffs between cost and performance. Most PLM solution providers have functions to 
add attribute data to components and to organize suppliers, but none has effective tools for developing 
component attribute data. 
 

Concurrent Hardware & Software Design: High-tech companies should look for tools that enable 
collaboration on the electronic and mechanical product modules; integrate printed circuit board (PCB) 
and mechanical design; define, compare, and update interfaces; and trace design changes. A best 
practice would be to develop hardware and software concurrently. With many high-tech products, 
software development is the last step in the development process and results in delayed product release. 
When engineers work on a design simultaneously, and can see how the various interfaces interact with 
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each other, they make better decisions—resulting in less rework and better adherence to the product 
development schedule. 
 

Product Testing & Simulation: High-tech companies should look for the ability to perform product 
architecture analysis and to attach simulations to use cases. Product testing and simulation should be 
performed continually during the product development process, not at the end when too much time is 
wasted in reworking designs. For high-tech products, simulations should be performed in the context of 
a system.  
 

Issue, Defect & Change Management: High-tech companies need the ability to capture and track product 
changes and defects and assign them to the product structure. No product or development process is 
perfect. This is especially true for complex high-tech products. Therefore, creating, tracking, and 
managing issues and design changes are essential.  
 

Planning for Efficient Manufacturing Processes: Once a design is developed, it has to be manufactured, 
so high-tech companies should look for the ability to plan manufacturing processes during the design 
phase of the project. An integrated solution is required for concurrently planning manufacturing during 
design. The manufacturing engineers should be able to develop an assembly plan, validate the assembly 
process using automated tools, define the manufacturing plan, and even define work instructions, using 
design data. 
 

Product Documentation: Last but not least is creating product documentation. High-tech companies 
should look for solutions that enable assembly drawings to be created from a product structure, create 
service manuals from ECAD and MCAD data, and develop marketing videos from 3D models—all of 
which are features that will improve documentation. Seamlessly creating documentation during design 
rather than at the end of the product development process is another way to reduce product development 
times and improve time to market. Of course, knowing what material can be used and when, is critical to 
avoiding excessive rework due to design changes. 
 

Conclusion 

Increasingly more products are delivering functions using electronics and software. As a result, many 
traditional manufacturing companies are actually transforming into high-tech product development 
companies. As this transformation occurs, these companies are finding that developing high-tech 
products requires management of complex product tradeoffs. A borderless information environment 
could be the future solution for high-tech product development. 
Some PLM solution providers, such as Dassault Systèmes with their Smarter, Faster, Lighter solution 
experience for high-tech manufacturing companies, are already taking steps towards a more seamless 
product development environment. Dassault Systèmes is defining processes based on proven systems 
engineering principles, and they are working towards a unified platform that facilitates sharing 
information among multiple disciplines. Thus, all of the people working on the project are virtually 
collocated, and collaborate to increase the knowledge required to produce something that will delight the 
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customer. In our view, this is the correct approach to satisfy high-tech needs. 
 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, an independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize an 
enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 
Product Lifecycle Management (PLM). CIMdata provides world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-
practice methods on PLM. CIMdata also offers research, subscription services, publications, and 
education through international conferences. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website 
at http://www.CIMdata.com or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108, 
USA. Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV Weert, The 
Netherlands. Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 
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Adrian Micu, Vice President of Engineering for CES Group to Keynote at CIMdata’s PLM Road 
Map 2013 
30 August 2013 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic management consulting and research firm announces 
that Adrian Micu, Vice President of Engineering for CES Group, North America’s largest manufacturer 
of industrial and commercial heating, ventilating, and air conditioning systems will make a keynote 
presentation at PLM Road Map™ 2013. The event, which is celebrating its 20th year, will be held in 
conjunction with Product Innovation Chicago on October 9 and 10. 
The presentation entitled “PLM as a key Transformational tool in Engineering Excellence,” will draw on 
the speakers’ prior experience as the Vice President of Engineering at Whirlpool Corporation. The 
presentation will consider which framework is right for achieving excellence in engineering and 
technology and will present the key factors for success. Additionally, the role of PLM and information 
technology as a critical transformational element will be discussed. 
PLM Road Map at Product Innovation Chicago is the must-attend event for industry executives and 
PLM practitioners globally—providing independent education and a collaborative networking 
environment where ideas, trends, experiences, and relationships critical to the industry germinate and 
take root. It is a strategic conference focused on how companies are successfully employing PLM 
strategies and enabling solutions to meet challenging product development, manufacturing, and 
deployment issues. 
This year’s event will show how PLM has risen as the strategic business imperative to mediate between 
the many stakeholders throughout the product lifecycle, applying the appropriate technologies to support 
often complicated processes. Recently, new technologies, processes, and expectations have emerged or 
matured that threaten this dominant paradigm with extinction. For more information visit 
http://www.picongress.us/home/plmroadmap 
 

About Adrian Micu 

Adrian Micu is the Senior Engineering Leader for CES Group, responsible for ensuring the company has 
the strategic and operational capability in place to achieve its high growth objectives. CES Group is 
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North America’s largest manufacturer of industrial and commercial heating, ventilating and air 
conditioning (HVAC) systems, comprised of several operating business units, multiple brands, product 
lines and manufacturing operations. CES equipment is installed worldwide in a wide variety of 
buildings, supplying to the healthcare, education, entertainment, office, and data center markets. 
Prior to joining CES in 2013, Adrian had a 25 year career with Whirlpool Corporation, the world’s 
largest appliance company. At Whirlpool he held positions of increased responsibility, the latest being 
VP Engineering. In this role, he led the product engineering organization for the entire company, all 
product categories, all brands, all regions, all markets. He was responsible for driving the transformation 
in engineering capability and its operational excellence. An integral part of that transformation was the 
use of PLM. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

DARPA’s LTC Nathan Wiedenman to make a Keynote Presentation at CIMdata’s PLM Road Map 
2013 
28 August 2013 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic management consulting and research firm announces 
that LTC Nathan Wiedenman, a Program Manager at the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency 
(DARPA) will make a keynote presentation at PLM Road Map™ 2013. The event, which is celebrating 
its 20th year in 2013, will be held in conjunction with Product Innovation Chicago on October 9 and 10. 
 

Current approaches to the development of defense systems and vehicles have proven inadequate for the 
timely delivery of new defense systems to the war fighter. To address this problem, DARPA’s Adaptive 
Vehicle Make (AVM) portfolio seeks to fundamentally alter the way systems are designed, verified, and 
built. The primary goals of AVM are to: raise the level of abstraction in the design process; minimize or 
eliminate redesign resulting from unanticipated system behaviors; and use foundry-style manufacturing 
to compress the development process timeline by a factor of five. 
 

In his keynote address, “Compressing Development Timetables for Complex Defense Systems: 
DARPA’s Adaptive Vehicle Make,” LTC Wiedenman will discuss the five distinct efforts that make up 
the AVM portfolio: META, C2M2L; VehicleFORGE; iFAB; and FANG. He will also discuss 
DARPA’s interest in engaging with defense industry partners at an early enough stage in the program to 
ensure that their needs are accounted for. 
 

PLM Road Map at Product Innovation Chicago is the must-attend event for industry executives and 
PLM practitioners globally—providing independent education and a collaborative networking 
environment where ideas, trends, experiences, and relationships critical to the industry germinate and 
take root. It is a strategic conference focused on how companies are successfully employing PLM 
strategies and enabling solutions to meet challenging product development, manufacturing, and 
deployment issues. 
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This year’s event will show how PLM has risen as the strategic business imperative to mediate between 
the many stakeholders throughout the product lifecycle, applying the appropriate technologies to support 
often complicated processes. Recently, new technologies, processes, and expectations have emerged or 
matured that threaten this dominant paradigm with extinction. For more information visit 
http://www.picongress.us/home/plmroadmap. 
 

About LTC Nathan Wiedenman, Ph.D., USA 

LTC Nathan Wiedenman, Ph.D., USA, joined the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency 
(DARPA) in September 2010 as a program manager in the Tactical Technology Office. Prior to his 
assignment at DARPA, he served in Afghanistan as the science and technology advisor to Combined 
Joint Task Force 82 and Regional Command East. He is an armor officer, serving in and commanding 
units equipped with several variants of the M1 Abrams main battle tank. 
LTC Wiedenman’s interests lie in the fields of advanced/multi-functional materials, advanced ground 
vehicle concepts, and adaptive manufacturing processes. He earned his Bachelor of Science in 
engineering from Harvey Mudd College, his Master of Science in mechanical engineering from the 
University of California at Berkeley, and his Doctor of Philosophy in mechanical engineering from the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 
 

Click here to return to Contents 
 

Acquisitions  
3D Systems acquires cloud-based platform 
28 August 2013 

3D Systems has acquired TeamPlatform, a cloud-based, design and project management platform. 

3D Systems plans to immediately integrate the TeamPlatform technology into both its professional and 
consumer products. 
  

TeamPlatform allows product design, engineering services and manufacturing companies to manage 
hundreds of small or large projects with masses of data being shared and used concurrently.  It delivers 
task management tools, project meta-data structuring capabilities and reusable workspace templates. 
“TeamPlatform’s powerful collaboration tools connect and expand our growing 3D content-to-print 
portfolio, multiplexing global productivity and real-time collaboration for our customers,” said Avi 
Reichental, president and CEO of 3D Systems. “We intend to immediately integrate it into our 
Geomagic Solutions and Cubify platforms for the benefit of our professionals and consumers globally.” 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Company News 
ANSYS, Russian GosNIIAS Partner for Aerospace Industry  
28 August 2013 

The safety of Russian aircraft will benefit from a new research partnership between ANSYS and 
GosNIIAS, a Russian state scientific research institute that supports aviation systems development. With 
no current process in place for compliance with worldwide aerospace standards in Russia, this 
agreement will help fill this void and make compliance with aerospace standards more attainable for this 
emerging market. 
 

Integrated modular avionics (IMA) is an emerging best practice led by airframers who seek an 
integrated avionics architecture that unifies historically disparate applications, such as flight controls and 
landing gear software, to better meet worldwide safety standards. The team is developing an off-the-
shelf technology called SCADE Solutions for IMA that streamlines the code generation of avionics 
system architectures and creates an automatic IMA configuration table. This software application 
provides significant time and financial savings during the overall product design process; it also enables 
product reliability. The wider global aerospace industry will also reap the benefits of increased 
competition as Russia updates its safety compliance processes. 
 

"We are pleased to partner with ANSYS to help introduce a more concrete process for the certification 
of IMA-compliant systems to this industry," said Sergey Yuryevich Zheltov, general director at 
GosNIIAS. "ANSYS has been a long-term technology partner to GosNIIAS, and with today's 
increasingly complex avionics systems, we look forward to moving toward a more stable Russian 
aerospace industry." 
 

"Combining ANSYS expertise in embedded technology with GosNIIAS' deep knowledge of the Russian 
aerospace market makes this partnership extremely valuable," said Eric Bantegnie, vice president of the 
embedded systems business unit at ANSYS. "It helps us tackle complex engineering challenges by 
providing a tool dedicated to IMA-based architectures while improving the safety and reliability of 
airborne systems." 
 

About GosNIIAS 

GosNIIAS - State Research Institute of Aviation Systems - is a leading scientific research center of the 
Russian aviation industry. Its main technologies include a full cycle of A/C avionics development: 
development of specifications, algorithms and software, mathematical and hardware-in-the-loop 
simulation and integration of A/C avionics complexes. Specialists at GosNIIAS develop solutions for 
ATM systems and CNS/ATM avionics as well. 
 

Since 2003 GosNIIAS has been a coordinator of the Russian Integrated Modular Avionics Program. 
Founded in 1946, GosNIIAS now employs about 2,000 professionals; 20% of them are doctors and 
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candidates of science and more than 57% are specialists with higher education with experience in wide 
areas of studies. 
 

About ANSYS, Inc. 

ANSYS brings clarity and insight to customers' most complex design challenges through fast, accurate 
and reliable engineering simulation. Their technology enables organizations - no matter their industry - 
to predict with confidence that their products will thrive in the real world. Customers trust our software 
to help ensure product integrity and drive business success through innovation. Founded in 1970, 
ANSYS employs over 2,500 professionals, many of them expert in engineering fields such as finite 
element analysis, computational fluid dynamics, electronics and electromagnetics, and design 
optimization. Headquartered south of Pittsburgh, USA, ANSYS has more than 70 strategic sales 
locations throughout the world with a network of channel partners in 40+ countries. Visit 
www.ansys.com for more information.  

Click here to return to Contents 

 CAD/CAM Connect Selects 25th Partner Supplier 
29 August 2013 

CAD/CAM Connects mission is to serve the needs of the manufacturing community by making it easier 
for mechanical engineers, machinists and design professionals to research, get advice, access top 
suppliers, and educate them on all aspects of the design to manufacturing workflow process ... all in one 
place. 
 

"We're excited to reach this milestone”, said Ken Wilson, Founder of CAD/CAM Connect. "The depth 
and breadth of suppliers and expert advisors we have brought on board shows our commitment to the 
manufacturing community. We're all about offering companies choices covering every discipline while 
helping them solve problems and make better decisions." 
 

"Customers and prospects who have used CAD/CAM Connect have told us that they appreciate an 
unbiased opinion on which product might work best for them and really feel that CAD/CAM Connect is 
a trusted advisor when it comes to understanding their needs, says Paul Wick, North American Sales 
Manager at SolidCAM, Inc.. "There's always someone there to help answer questions. Partnering with 
CAD/CAM Connect keeps our name out in front of the manufacturing community. In the end, we value 
the partnership we have with CAD/CAM Connect". 
 

"Our future goals include expanding our supplier portfolio, continuing to provide fresh, valuable content 
such as white papers, videos and real-time industry news, building out our social channels, giving users 
access to a larger pool of live industry advisors, expanding our CAD/CAM Reviews site for users to 
easily share information and rate products, while teaming up with local communities and organizations 
who are passionate about nurturing and educating our future engineers to help grow the manufacturing 
sector here in the United States", says Wilson. 
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Products include everything from CAM software, rapid prototyping, 3D printers, reverse engineering, 
ERP, raster to vector conversion, laser scanning, CNC and fabrication equipment, CAE-simulation, IT 
consulting, cloud solutions, PDM, PLM, CAD training, printers and plotters, job placement, contract 
CAD help, 3D part catalogs, CAD translators and more. 
 

Partners include: SolidCAM, Open Mind Technologies (hyperMill), MecSoft (VisuaMILL), SigmaTEK 
(SigmaNEST), NCG CAM, BobCAD-CAM, Infor Visual Manufacturing, NetSuite ERP, E2 Shop 
Systems, Global Shop Solutions, Reverse Engineering (HighRES), NVision, Harvest Technologies, GPI 
Prototype, Stratasys, SolidProfessor, iGET IT, Pluralsight, NeoMetrix Technologies, Catapult Systems, 
Fishbowl, TAVCO Services, Alcove 9, CAD/CAM Services and CADENAS PARTsolutions. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Dassault planning Thai market expansion 
28 August 2013 

Dassault Systems SolidWorks Corp aims to double its revenue in Thailand by 2015 thanks to the 
growing adoption of 3D software. 
 

"The increasing number of Asian companies shifting from labor-intensive manufacturing to innovative 
products is significantly driving business growth in the region," said Choon Keat Goh, vice-president for 
Asia-Pacific at Dassault. 
 

Mr. Goh said Thailand is the biggest market in Asean for Dassault because it has strong customer bases 
in the industrial, packaging, machinery and second-tier automotive supply segments. The medical and 
consumer sectors are also growing markets. 
 

Dassault is planning to set up representative offices in Thailand, Indonesia and Malaysia to capitalize on 
growing customer demand.  Revenue from Asia-Pacific accounted for almost 10% of the group's total 
US$530 million last year, said Mr Goh. 
 

Kenneth Clayton, vice-president for global sales, said adoption of 3D design software is gaining in Asia 
as it reduces development time and operating costs. However, he acknowledged software piracy in Asia 
is still a challenge to the design software industry. 
 

Mr Clayton said using 3D design software could reduce product development time from six to 12 
months on traditional software to only one month. 
 

He added 3D design and simulation software have become mainstream, thanks to cheap prices and ease 
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of use. Dassault is preparing to introduce new 3D software next year that can support cloud-based and 
mobile devices. 

Click here to return to Contents 
 

i GET IT Announces Affiliate Partner Program 
30 August 2013 

i GET IT, the industry’s leading online self-paced knowledge management solution for engineers from 
Tata Technologies, announced its new Affiliate Partner Program, designed to leverage existing 
relationships and extend customer value to clients or follower communities, while allowing Affiliates to 
earn money by promoting i GET IT. 
 

i GET IT delivers online knowledge management for engineers anywhere, anytime, including via its 
iPad App. There are currently more than 800 courses available within the i GET IT portfolio, covering 
the industry’s leading engineering and design applications with a rapidly growing comprehensive 
catalog of engineering skills training. 
 

“Establishing the i GET IT Affiliates Partner Program allows partners to leverage their existing business 
relationships to add customer value and earn money,” said Dan Miles, vice president – iProducts. 
“Affiliates can be confident that their customer contacts will be supported by the industry’s leading 
experts in online knowledge management, whether they refer one customer opportunity or hundreds. 
Our Affiliate Partner Program manager is dedicated to helping affiliate partners succeed.” 
 

Anyone can become an affiliate under the new program, Miles noted; partners, bloggers, resellers, or 
anyone who is part of the engineering industry. Affiliates are provided display ad images for their 
website or blog, and are able to share i GET IT with their community using a provided link. Affiliates 
receive 20 percent of sales for the first year of activity from the i GET IT website and issued payments 
through PayPal. 
 

About Tata Technologies 

Tata Technologies, founded in 1989 and a part of the Tata group, is a global leader in engineering 
services outsourcing (ESO) and product development IT services solutions for product lifecycle 
management (PLM) and enterprise resource management (ERM) to the world’s leading automotive and 
aerospace manufacturers and their suppliers. Tata Technologies is headquartered in Singapore, with 
regional headquarters offices in the United States (Novi, Michigan), India (Pune) and the UK 
(Coventry). The company has a combined global work force of more than 4,500 professionals serving 
clients worldwide from facilities in North America, Europe and the Asia-Pacific region. 
 

About i GET IT 
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i GET IT provides online self-paced training for engineers. The i GET IT training course library 
contains courses and tutorials for today’s leading design software and industry topics. i GET IT also 
enables you to publish your own training content to share knowledge within your organization. 
Providing ongoing training and knowledge management within client’s organization develops better 
engineers. The journey of becoming better is ongoing and requires continuous improvement. Better 
engineers are more productive, innovative, produce higher quality, and are motivated. 
 

Click here to return to Contents 

 Imagination and Mentor Extend Partnership for Open Source, Embedded Tools Support Across All 
MIPS CPU 
27 August 2013 

Imagination Technologies announces a significant expansion of its partnership with Mentor Graphics for 
Sourcery(TM) CodeBench development tools components for MIPS CPUs, allowing developers to 
accelerate their development cycle significantly thanks to the Mentor(R) open-source, low-cost and 
widely supported software platform. 
 

Sourcery CodeBench for MIPS CPUs provides a complete C/C++ development environment that 
includes an optimized GNU Compiler and Debugger. As a result of this extended collaboration, 
embedded developers programming for the MIPS architecture will benefit from a fully optimized 
implementation of all Sourcery CodeBench editions across all major members of the MIPS CPU family, 
from low-end to high-end, including the upcoming MIPS32 and MIPS64-based Series5 'Warrior' 
generation of cores. 
 

Says Amit Rohatgi, VP marketing, Imagination: "To continue to grow our ecosystem, and take the 
MIPS architecture to new heights, Imagination and Mentor Graphics have entered into a new multi-year 
agreement. Open source tools and technologies like Sourcery CodeBench are key drivers for 
proliferation of our IP. We will continue to work closely together with Mentor to optimize the toolchain 
and included components which will deliver added functionality and improved performance for new and 
existing MIPS cores." 
 

Mark Mitchell, general manager, Open Source Embedded Solutions at Mentor Graphics says: "The 
MIPS architecture is one of the most storied - and most popular - computer architectures in history, and 
is poised for even greater success now that MIPS is under the stewardship of Imagination Technologies. 
Mentor Graphics has been a proud MIPS partner for many years. The continuing collaboration between 
Mentor Graphics and Imagination not only ensures the availability of free, open-source toolchains for 
MIPS, but ongoing improvements in functionality and performance for embedded developers." 
 

For more information on Sourcery CodeBench, visit: http://www.mentor.com/embedded-
software/sourcery-tools/sourcery-codebench/overview/. 
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About MIPS CPUs 

MIPS processor IP family is a comprehensive portfolio of low-power, high-performance processor 
cores, ranging from high-end applications processors down to extremely small, deeply embedded 
microcontrollers. With a strong position in home entertainment and networking products and a growing 
position in mobile devices, MIPS processors power billions of products around the globe, and are 
supported by a broad ecosystem of software, operating systems and tools. 
 

About Mentor Graphics 

Mentor Graphics Corporation is a world leader in electronic hardware and software design solutions, 
providing products, consulting services and award-winning support for the world's most successful 
electronic, semiconductor and systems companies. Established in 1981, the company reported revenues 
in the last fiscal year of about $1,090 million. Corporate headquarters are located at 8005 S.W. 
Boeckman Road, Wilsonville, Oregon 97070-7777. World Wide Web site: http://www.mentor.com. 
Mentor is a registered trademark and Sourcery is a trademark of Mentor Graphics Corporation. 

About Imagination 

Imagination Technologies - a global leader in multimedia, processor, communication and cloud 
technologies - creates and licenses market-leading processor solutions including graphics, video, vision, 
CPU and embedded processing, multi-standard communications, cross-platform V.VoIP and VoLTE, 
and cloud connectivity. These silicon and software intellectual property (IP) solutions for systems-on-
chip (SoC) are complemented by an extensive portfolio of software, tools and ecosystems. Target 
markets include mobile phone, connected home consumer, mobile and tablet computing, in-car 
electronics, networking, telecoms, health, smart energy and connected sensors. Imagination's licensees 
include many of the world's leading semiconductor manufacturers, network operators and OEM/ODMs. 
Corporate headquarters are located in the United Kingdom, with sales and R&D offices worldwide. See: 
www.imgtec.com. 

Click here to return to Contents 

IMAGINiT Technologies CFD Consulting Group Expands as Businesses Realize Benefits of 
Simulation and Analysis Consulting 
28 August 2013 

Rand Worldwide today announces the expansion of IMAGINiT Technologies' Computational Fluid 
Dynamics (CFD) Analysis Consulting group. To manage growing customer demand, the CFD Analysis 
Consulting group welcomes Craig Paxton, Doug Mosemann and Greg Keller to the North American 
team. 
 

"With our proven ability to deliver tangible business value and clear ROI, our CFD consulting services 
are in demand," says Jason Pfeiffer, director CFD Consulting, IMAGINiT Technologies. "With these 
additions to both our engineering and business development sectors, our national, dedicated CFD 
analysis team is ready to expand our consulting services to identify and offer more companies flow and 
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thermal insight that improves designs and decreases time to market." 
 

Tangible Business Benefits 

The methodology that IMAGINiT's CFD Consulting group applies when conducting computational fluid 
dynamics analysis and thermal simulation services uncovers design insight that helps businesses make 
better designs faster, grow revenues and increase profits. One example is how IMAGINiT collaborated 
with Thule to create an improved aerodynamic cargo box. The final product reduced drag by 35 percent 
and the product was so successful that Thule created the trademark Thule AeroNose(TM). The complete 
Thule case study can be read here. 
 

A Growing Team of Experts 

With a strong track record as a partner who provides reliable and accurate design simulation results, 
IMAGINiT's addition of three new members to the CFD Consulting group offers customers more 
strategic and technical expertise focused on solving the right problem with the most effective technique 
possible. 
 

Craig Paxton's extensive CFD analysis and thermal simulation experience with companies including 
Boeing, Textron and L-3 have made him a sought-after consultant and conference speaker. With a 
Masters in Science in Mechanical Engineering, Craig has contributed to the body of research on CFD 
analysis through numerous journal articles which he's been co-authoring for over a decade. This 
combination of analysis expertise and theoretical knowledge makes Craig a valuable contributor to 
client's development projects. 
 

Doug Mosemann brings a wealth of technical sales knowledge to the IMAGINiT CFD group having 
worked in high-tech sales with Autodesk, Blue Ridge Numerics, Compuware and IBM. As a result of 
his experience, he brings the latest in simulation and analysis to clients, helping them bring to life their 
most creative ideas by bridging the gap between ideas and reality. Doug's ability to understand both 
business and technical issues makes him a strong asset to IMAGINiT's clients, helping them focus on 
innovation in their product offering. 
 

Greg Keller joins the team from within IMAGINiT where he worked with clients in the mechanical 
space helping them understand 3D modeling and simulation. Greg recognizes how analysis provided by 
CFD and thermal simulation can be crucial to the evolution of a client's product line. With a degree in 
business administration, he combines his sound business advice and industry experience to ensure every 
client receives maximum value from each engagement. 
 

About IMAGINiT Technologies 

IMAGINiT Technologies, a division of Rand Worldwide, advances the way architects and engineers 
design, develop, and manage projects. Customers of this leading professional services and technology 
company include organizations in the building, infrastructure, manufacturing and facilities management 
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industries. Fortune 500 and Engineering News Record's Top 100 organizations work with IMAGINiT 
Technologies to gain competitive advantages through expert technology consulting, implementation, 
training, and support services. As one of the world's largest integrators of Autodesk 3D design and 
engineering software, the team leverages unrivalled industry experience to design systems that 
accelerate innovation while improving project quality and profitability. 
 

Any and all trademarks making reference to or related to Rand Worldwide, IMAGINiT Technologies, 
ASCENT, Rand Secure Archive, or IMAGINiT Clarity, are registered and/or owned by Rand 
Worldwide, Inc., and/or its subsidiaries, affiliates, and/or other legal holders. 

Click here to return to Contents 
 

Nemetschek AG Management Board Chairperson Tanja Dreilich Resigns  
27 August 2013 

Tanja Tamara Dreilich, sole member of the managing board of the software producer Nemetschek AG, 
has resigned from office of chairperson of the managing board of Nemetschek AG to take effect as of 
the end of August 26, 2013 and has accordingly terminated her employment contract. The supervisory 
board will be determining a successor for the office of chairperson of the managing board without delay. 
 

Tanja Tamara Dreilich, sole member of the managing board of Nemetschek AG, justifies her decision as 
follows: “Despite the successful development of the company, as well as the emerging successes in the 
current financial year, there are irresolvable differences between the managing board and supervisory 
board which are contrary to the continuation of my duties.” 
 

About Nemetschek AG 

Nemetschek is a leading global software provider for the architecture, engineering and construction 
market (AEC). Headquartered in Munich, Germany, it serves with its 10 brands more than 300,000 
customers in 142 countries from 40 locations worldwide. Founded in 1963 by Prof. Georg Nemetschek, 
the group focuses on innovations such as Open Building Information Modeling (Open BIM) for the 
AEC market of tomorrow. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Siemens and Middle Tennessee State establish Mechatronics Certification Program  
30 August 2013 

A partnership between Middle Tennessee State University and Siemens AG from Germany has made the 
mechatronics department first of a four year university program in the nation to offer its engineering 
students a level three certification from the company. 
 

“The goal is to train the ideal engineer,” said Ahad Nasab, a mechanical engineering professor. Nasab is 
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heading up the program that is set to start classes toward the certification in the spring 2014. He recently 
returned from Germany where he met with leaders from Siemens to discuss the new program. Nasab 
will provide feedback to the company, and later determine whether it will work for other four-year 
schools. 
 

The Siemens level three certification gives students the title of mechatronic systems professionals as 
opposed to an assistant or associate, which are the e first two levels. 
 

The new courses will be geared to educate students toward passing the certification exam, but they will 
not be required to take it. However, with the level three certification, graduates will be given greater 
opportunities around the world. “People from China to Brazil know what that means,” Nasab said, 
referring to the certification. 
 

Mechatronics is a combination of mechanical engineering, electrical engineering, controls and computer 
programming applied to the designing of a system instead of being used individually. Other schools 
offer a mechatronics degree, but MTSU is the only one to offer a mechatronics engineering program and 
have a relationship with Siemens. 
 

“The difference between our program and other schools is ours is industry driven,” Nasab said. With the 
new Siemens directive the whole program is going to be based on a systems approach. Instead of purely 
teaching theory, students are taught how to apply mechatronics to real-life industry situations and use it 
to build robotics and machinery. “Every course is going to start with a system and then they will learn 
how it is used,” Nasab said. “The engineering industry as a whole uses this theory now.” 
 

Click here to return to Contents 

 Siemens launches new monthly subscription option for Solid Edge CAD software 
27 August 2013 

Siemens is providing its customers with a new option to license Solid Edge® software, its mainstream 
computer-aided design (CAD) solution. Beginning today – in select countries – customers can purchase 
a monthly subscription to Solid Edge. Companies can now choose the Solid Edge licensing option that 
best aligns to their projects and budgets. This will make it easier for Solid Edge customers to increase 
productivity, get to market faster and lower their total cost of ownership. 
 

“Solid Edge is widely recognized in the industry as a cost effective and easy-to-use CAD solution,” said 
Dr. Ken Versprille, Executive Consultant at CIMdata, a leading PLM consulting firm. “The additional 
flexibility to access the software via a subscription model will provide added benefit to customers 
focused on maintaining low operating costs.”  
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The Solid Edge monthly subscription license is available from the Solid Edge online store where 
customers can select from four different versions of the software based on the features that best fit their 
needs. Subscriptions can be purchased on a month-to-month basis. The unique flexibility of this 
licensing model enables companies to ramp up to meet project demands, or manage cash constrained 
operating expenses by paying for software licenses only when they are needed. 
 

“We recently started using the new subscription license model,” said Oliver Kuttner, CEO of Edison2, 
one of a small group of customers provided with early access. “The flexibility has allowed us to expand 
our engineering resources while managing cash flow. Additionally, the new model provides 
opportunities to improve cost effectiveness in ways that we previously wouldn’t have considered. For 
example, we’ve been able to accelerate our production process by making Solid Edge available to one of 
our machinists for editing designed parts. In addition, we could affordably provide professional CAD 
software to a short-term intern, or enhance collaboration with our vendors, because now it is more 
feasible for them to work with the same software that we use during the course of our project.” 
 

“Unlike other subscription models, subscribers to Solid Edge will not be locked-in to an extended usage 
period,” said Karsten Newbury, Senior Vice President and General Manager, Mainstream Engineering 
Software, Siemens PLM Software. “Siemens PLM Software now offers its B2B-customers the most 
flexible way to access the professional CAD software they need to solve their engineering problems. 
Solid Edge is already known for its ease-of-use, unrivaled speed, and unique compatibility with other 
CAD packages. Now the software will be accessible to a much wider audience, regardless of their 
business size or budget.” 
 

Solid Edge, a powerful, professional engineering software solution with more than half a million 
licensed seats in use worldwide, provides businesses such as Groupe SEB (makers of Krups, Tefal, 
Moulinex and several other popular brands), Kimball International, and Edison2 with one of the most 
flexible CAD systems in the mainstream market. The new monthly subscription opens wider access to 
professional CAD, but preserves the integrity of a desktop application. The same expert user support and 
maintenance is available from the Siemens channel network, regardless of how the software is 
purchased.  
 

The new monthly subscription option will initially be available in the United States, United Kingdom 
and Japan. For more information on the new subscription offerings and special introductory pricing, visit 
the Solid Edge online store at www.siemens.com/plm/buy-solid-edge. 
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Special Aerospace Services Announces Teaming Agreement with the University of Colorado's 
Department of Aerospace Engineering Sciences 
28 August 2013 

Special Aerospace Services (SAS), a leader in aerospace systems engineering solutions, announced 
today that it has signed a teaming agreement with the Colorado Center for Astrodynamics Research at 
the University of Colorado Boulder. The agreement will leverage talent and technical expertise between 
the two organizations. 
 

SAS is a Boulder-based high technology services and systems company supporting NASA, the 
Department of Defense, and the commercial space industry through systems engineering, Spaceflight 
SafetyTM, digital manufacturing, special research & development, launch services, and mission 
analysis. SAS is dedicated to growing Colorado's aerospace labor force and has hired from within CU-
Boulder's aerospace engineering sciences department for highly technical positions. 
 

"We are pleased to be working with such an accomplished Aerospace Engineering program," said Tim 
Bulk, Co-Founder and Director of Space Operations and Advanced Programs for Special Aerospace 
Services. "This is an incredible opportunity to share resources, build talent, and keep technical jobs right 
here in Colorado. From interns to staff engineers, we are fortunate to work with the University's 
Aerospace Engineering program to build our team and our technical expertise." 
 

"We look forward to the opportunities that this partnership will create for our students and researchers," 
said Dr. Jeff Thayer, Director of the Colorado Center for Astrodynamics Research, "It is vital that 
industry engage in supporting the education of students and their future workforce.  By setting up this 
agreement, we are establishing an avenue for expanded cooperation and collaboration." 
 

Special Aerospace Services (www.specialaerospaceservices.com) is a Certified 8(a), woman-owned 
engineering services, systems and solutions business. SAS began with the dream of developing and 
providing innovative aerospace solutions to the aerospace industry, U.S. government agencies, DoD, 
and the emerging commercial spaceflight sector. 

Click here to return to Contents 

TASC Certified As Fully Qualified Navy Validator  
29 August 2013 

The Office of Navy Certifying Authority in San Diego, CA, has certified TASC Inc., including its San 
Diego office, a Fully Qualified Navy Validator (FQNV). Earning this certification requires a rigorous 
review process and documentation of advanced certifications across a broad spectrum of disciplines 
including systems engineering and integration (SE&I), information assurance and cybersecurity. 
 

“The FQNV designation assures the Navy that we have the deep expertise and right capabilities to help 
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the fleet maintain dominance with high quality, integrated weapons systems and a firm commitment to 
complying with budget requirements,” says Tom Kilcline, vice president of TASC’s Defense Business 
Unit. “It validates that TASC stands ready to keep pace with technological innovation and, more 
important, usher in a new era of support for our Navy customers.” 
 

TASC has supported the U. S. Navy with advanced systems engineering, integration and decision-
support services since its founding in 1966. 
For more information and career opportunities, visit http://www.tasc.com or email: info@tasc.com. 

About TASC 

Founded in 1966, TASC, Inc., helps solve complex national security and public safety challenges by 
providing advanced systems engineering, integration and decision-support services to the Intelligence 
Community, Department of Defense and civilian agencies of the federal government. With more than 
4,000 employees in 40 locations, TASC generates more than $1.5 billion in annual revenue. For more 
information and career opportunities, visit our website at http://www.tasc.com or email info@tasc.com. 

Click here to return to Contents 

WFX Cloud PLM helps Downeast Basics become top innovator 
27 August 2013 

DownEast Basics, an apparel firm that offers classic styles and affordable fashion for women and girls 
has been nominated as a top 40 Innovator for 2013. This fast growing fashion firm sells online and via 
52 regional stores across the United States. 
“We were working off spreadsheets and relying on email for communications with vendors, which was 
very inefficient,” says Jonathan Freedman, DownEast Basics founder. 
 

The firm has been nominated for leveraging the Cloud and latest PLM has to offer to integrate their 
entire product and supply chain on-line. 
 

Manual process sometimes made it difficult for suppliers to execute samples on time and on spec and 
keep production on schedule. “PLM offers so much flexibility and increases efficiency. It gives you a 
paper trail for everything in one place, from color and prints to orders and tech packs.” 
 

The company has successfully leveraged Cloud PLM to all internal teams & connected the company’s 
core suppliers - about 80 percent of its total vendors are using WFX Cloud PLM. “You kind of get 
hooked as soon as you see the benefits,” Freedman adds. 
 

WFX Cloud PLM has made a world of difference in the convenience it provides. “Now we don’t have to 
look through emails to dig for messages,” says Freedman. 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Zuken Expands in Switzerland; Names New Operations Manager 
29 August 2013 

Zuken announces plans to expand its presence in Switzerland with the appointment of Tobias Martin as 
operations manager. He will lead a Swiss-based team focused on offering increased support and training 
to users of Zuken's market-leading solution for electrical wiring and fluid design, E3.series. 
 

Gerhard Lipski, general manager Zuken Europe, comments, “Tobias has been instrumental in managing 
key customers relationships in Central Europe. His appointment, along with an expanded Swiss team, 
allows us increase our activity in this important region.” 
 

Martin joined Zuken in 2008 and brings strong hands-on and business experience within electrical 
design engineering to the role. He will build on Zuken's substantial presence in the machinery, energy, 
power, and aerospace industries within the region. 

 

Zuken is in the process of registering a new Swiss branch office located in Mägenwil, Aargau canton. 

 

A full program of events is planned for the fall in Switzerland, including: 

Continuous processes: From 3D cabinet design to production. Hands-on Workshop, Mägenwil, 
September 5; 

E3.series webinar: "Increase in quality and safety at the beginning of the design phase," September 26; 

Zuken Technology Day Switzerland Hotel Mövenpick Regensdorf, October 23 (joint event with c+e 
forum); and  

Ongoing E3.series training days, Mägenwil. 

About Zuken 

 

Zuken is a global provider of leading-edge software and consulting services for electrical and electronic 
design and manufacturing. Founded in 1976, Zuken has the longest track record of technological 
innovation and financial stability in the electronic design automation (EDA) software industry. The 
company’s extensive experience, technological expertise and agility, combine to create world-class 
software solutions. Zuken’s transparent working practices and integrity in all aspects of business 
produce long-lasting and successful customer partnerships that make Zuken a reliable, long-term 
business partner. 

 

Zuken is focused on being a long-term innovation and growth partner. The security of choosing Zuken is 
further reinforced by the company’s people--the foundation of Zuken’s success. Coming from a wide 
range of industry sectors, specializing in many different disciplines and advanced technologies, Zuken’s 
people relate to and understand each company’s unique requirements. For more information about the 
company and its products, visit www.zuken.com. 
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Zuken Expands U.S. Operation; Adds Investment 
 27 August 2013 

Zuken will invest $30 to $50 million in its U.S. based operation over the next three years. The Americas 
expansion will be anchored by a new Zuken innovation center located in Silicon Valley. 
David Gullickson, general manager of Zuken Americas, said, “During the past 10 years, we have 
steadily and consistently grown our North American business. This investment represents an 
acknowledgement of our success and allows us to take our business to the next level. The additional 
resources that this investment provides will allow us to promote our technology to a broader audience 
within the Americas and increase our business at a more rapid rate.” 
    

Zuken plans a September opening of its new innovation center. The office will provide local engineering 
resources to better support the needs of the Americas' design community and function as a customer 
conduit into Zuken's R&D organization. The site will expand over the next three years to a staff of more 
than 30 engineers. 
   

Jinya Katsube, CEO of Zuken Inc., said, “Zuken is committed to this investment and to expanding our 
role in the American market. Establishing an R&D center in the U.S. provides us with a platform to 
better respond to the needs of our customers in the Americas.” 
As part of the expansion, a new partnership program will be launched to focus on identifying and 
developing technology partnerships that will ultimately benefit the electronic design community. Zuken 
will also launch a new website in September offering regional content, including news and event 
information tailored to the Americas audience. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Financial News 
Altium announces final, audited results for year to 30 June 2013 
28 August 2013 

Electronics design software company Altium Limited has announced its final, audited financial results 
for the financial year ending 30 June 2013. 

 

Financial year summary 

Sales for the financial year ending 30 June 2013 were US$69.2 million, up 13% from the corresponding 
period a year ago. The underlying profit* was US$20.1 million, an increase of 48% from the previous 
corresponding period. Underlying profit reflects the impact of the growing proportion of Altium Sales 
on a subscription basis from which cash was received in financial year 2013 but the service will be 



CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 29 

provided in future years. 
 

Most importantly, the company reported a profit before tax of US$3.4 million compared to the previous 
corresponding period of a loss of US$3.6 million, an increase of 196%. Altium reported a profit after tax 
of US$1.4 million compared to the previous corresponding period of US$6.1 million which included an 
income tax benefit of $6.5 million for the 2012 year. 
 

Comments from Kayvan Oboudiyat, CEO 

Altium’s sharp focus on the execution of its Corporate Strategy resulted in worldwide sales delivering a 
second successive year of double-digit growth. All regions experienced sales growth over the financial 
year. 
 

Encouraging sales growth and our focus on exercising fiscal discipline has enabled Altium to deliver a 
return to shareholders in the form of an AUD 8 cent dividend. As Altium continues to build financial 
strength and maintains discipline in product development, that is underpinned by a customer centric 
focus, we believe that we are well placed to maintain momentum achieved during the financial year 
ended 30 June 2013. 
 

Comments from Richard Leon, CFO 

Altium achieved a record full year result and generated its first profit before tax since 2007. Net profit 
after tax also improved when compared to the normalized 2012 year after adjusting for the significant 
income tax benefit booked in that year.      
 

Most pleasing was Altium maintaining margin growth with underlying profit increasing to US$ 20.1 
million up 48% from US$13.6 million for the previous corresponding period. Underlying profit growth 
was delivered through top line sales growth achieved by all operating regions coupled with maintaining 
Altium’s demonstrated discipline with cost and value management.     
 

Detailed financial summaries can be found on http://www.altium.com/en/altium/investor-
relations/announcements. 

Click here to return to Contents 

SofTech Announces Q4 and FY 2013 Operating Results  
29 August 2013 

SofTech, Inc. today announced its fourth quarter and fiscal year 2013 operating results. Revenue for the 
three months ended May 31, 2013 was approximately $1.56 million, an increase of more than 3% from 
the same period in the prior fiscal year. This was the first fiscal quarter since August 31, 2007 in which 
the Company experienced an increase in its quarterly revenue when compared to the same period in the 
prior fiscal year, excluding the revenue increase resulting from the sale of patents in Q1 and Q2 of fiscal 
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year 2013. Net income (loss) for the current quarter was about ($51,000) or ($.05) per share compared to 
net income of $67,000 or $.07 per share for the same period in the prior fiscal year. Included in the 
current quarter operating results were the following non-recurring charges related to our Q4'13 debt 
refinancing: 
a) Included in SG&A, a non-cash charge of $108,000 of unamortized debt issuance costs from our 
previous debt facility that was fully repaid during the quarter; and 
b) Included in Interest expense, an accrual of $75,000 as an estimate of payments due our former lender 
equal to 1.5% of quarterly revenue for each of the first three fiscal quarters of 2014. 
 

EBITDA for current quarter was about $292,000 as compared to about $212,000 for the same period in 
fiscal year 2012, an increase of 37.7%. 
 

Revenue for fiscal year 2013 was approximately $6.36 million, down approximately 1.2% from the prior 
fiscal year. Net income for fiscal year 2013 was $360,000 or $.35 per share as compared to a net income 
of $444,000 or $.45 per share for the prior fiscal year. Fiscal year 2013 results included the above 
detailed non-recurring expenses totaling $183,000 related to the refinancing of our debt facility. 
EBITDA for fiscal year 2013 was approximately $1.12 million as compared to about $1.03 million for 
fiscal year 2012, an increase of about 9.4%. 
Commenting on current year performance, Joe Mullaney, SofTech CEO since the March 2011 
Recapitalization Transaction (described in the Form 10-K), said: "Fiscal 2013, our second full fiscal 
year since the Recapitalization Transaction, represented significant improvement on multiple fronts in 
our business including the following: 
-- Experienced the first revenue increase in a current year quarter compared to prior year quarter from 
products and services since the quarter ended August 31, 2007; 
-- Continued our investment in new products; 

-- Won four new customers for our subscription based, Connector technology; 

-- Increased EBITDA by more than 9%, cash flow from operations improved by a multiple of 10 times; 

-- Secured a multi-million dollar, long term debt facility with reduced borrowing rates and principal 
repayments for two years; 
-- Repurchased 16% of our outstanding shares in June 2013 (unregistered restricted shares held by 
largest shareholder); and 
-- Aggressively pursued other alternatives for enhancing shareholder value while improving 
profitability. 
In summary, we achieved organic revenue growth in Q4'13, strengthened our partnership agreement, 
improved our balance sheet while significantly increasing operating cash flows. Overall, a solid fiscal 
year and one that we believe we can continue to improve upon." 
 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Events News 
Aras to Present at Boeing and Northrop Grumman 2013 GPDIS Conference on Using 3D PDF to 
Integrate PLM Visualization with Secure Social  
28 August 2013 
Aras® today announced that the company will present at the 2013 Global Product Data Interoperability 
Summit (GPDIS), September 9-12, in Chandler, Arizona. Hosted by The Boeing Company [NYSE: BA] 
and the Northrop Grumman Corporation [NYSE: NOC], GPDIS offers attendees a forum to share ideas, 
solutions and best practices for improving PLM and product data exchange across the supply chain in 
aerospace, automotive, shipbuilding and other industries. 
 
The theme of GPDIS 2013 is “Enabling Productivity with Common Data Streams.” Presentations will 
explore the new challenges in design, production and visualization, and discuss industry solutions and 
open standards for product data interoperability. GPDIS moves to a new venue in 2013 to accommodate 
greater attendance and will showcase an even wider range of technologies across 
PLM/CAD/CAM/CAE. 
 
John Sperling, Aras Vice President of Product Management, will present “Using 3D PDF to Integrate 
PLM Visualization into Secure Social” at 9:30am on Wednesday, September 11th. Aras, a GPDIS 
sponsor and founding member of the 3D PDF Consortium, will highlight the combination of secure 
social capabilities in the PLM platform with product data visualization using 3D PDF for collaboration 
throughout the enterprise and extended supply chain. 
For more information about GPDIS please visit http://www.gpdisonline.com   
 
About Aras 
Aras is the leading provider of enterprise open source Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) software 
solutions. Freedom from licensing eliminates up-front expenses and per user costs while superior 
technology makes Aras the most advanced enterprise PLM solution suite available. Customers include 
Motorola, Freudenberg, GE, Hitachi, Lockheed Martin, Textron and TEVA Pharmaceuticals. Aras is 
privately held with global headquarters in Andover, Mass. For additional information visit 
www.aras.com or follow us on Twitter @aras_plm  
 

Click here to return to Contents 

AVEVA sponsors and presents at ICCAS 2013 
27 August 2013 

AVEVA announced today that it is a gold sponsor of, and will be delivering a number of presentations 
at, the 15th International Conference on Computer Applications in Shipbuilding (ICCAS), 24-26 
September 2013, Busan, Korea. AVEVA product experts will examine key issues facing shipbuilding 
that can be addressed using software solutions specifically developed to meet the unique needs of the 
marine industry. 
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The AVEVA presentation topics include: 

'How 3d laser scanning brings new opportunities in refitting and conversion' - discussing new 
construction and lifecycle management strategies 
'Diversification - the technology aspects' - discussing the collaboration with plant industry specialists on 
complex offshore projects 
'The digital handover' - discussing the challenges, solutions and best practice in the digital handover 
from shipbuilder to operator 
'We are delighted that the prestigious ICCAS event is taking place in Korea this year,' said Eunjoo Park, 
Senior Vice President, Korea & Japan, AVEVA. 'AVEVA is very proud of the contribution it makes to 
the Korean and the global marine industry and we look forward to sharing our visions with the ICCAS 
community. This event is also an ideal occasion on which to discuss current opportunities, challenges 
and solutions with colleagues both old and new from across the industry.' 
 

ICCAS, organized by the Royal Institution of Naval Architects (RINA), will review operational 
experience from existing computer applications in the design and construction of ships and offshore 
structures. It will also examine the advances in Information Technology that have contributed to 
increased productivity both in shipbuilding and in maritime operations. The conference will be held at 
the Haeundae Grand Hotel in Busan, Korea. 
 

Click here to return to Contents 

EDA Consortium Presents Export Seminar on September 18th in San Jose 
28 August 2013 

The EDA Consortium (EDAC) is presenting a seminar on U.S. export regulations at its San Jose 
headquarters on September 18, 2013. Larry Disenhof, group director, Export Compliance and 
Government Relations at Cadence Design Systems, and the chairman of the EDAC Export Committee, 
will share his knowledge of the current state of U.S. export regulations. 
 

All exports from the United States of EDA software and services are controlled under the Export 
Administration Regulations, administered by the U.S. Department of Commerce's Bureau of Industry 
and Security (BIS). Failure to comply with export regulations can result in severe penalties including 
imprisonment. 
 

"You are held liable for compliance to the regulations whether or not you know them, thus the 
Government considers training to be a key element of any export compliance program," said Larry 
Disenhof. "This 90-minute seminar will include new and updated information on worldwide export 
regulations affecting your company, the EDA industry, and our customers." 
 

The seminar is a joint-effort of the EDAC Export Committee and its Emerging Companies Committee, 
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and is being offered at no charge to all employees of EDAC member companies to provide the latest 
information on compliance regulation and best practices. 
 

Attendees are strongly recommended to watch the online export overview presentation (login required) 
on some of the key issues and terminology in advance of the seminar. Employees of member companies 
who do not already have an EDAC website user ID can create one here. 
 

About the EDA Consortium 

The EDA Consortium is the international association of companies that provide design tools and 
services that enable engineers to create the world's electronic products used for communications, 
computer, space technology, medical, automotive, industrial equipment, and consumer electronics 
markets among others. For more information about the EDA Consortium, visit www.edac.org. 
 

The information supplied by the EDA Consortium is believed to be accurate and reliable, but the EDA 
Consortium assumes no responsibility for any errors that may appear in this document. All trademarks 
and registered trademarks are the property of their respective owners. 
 

Click here to return to Contents 

Geometric to showcase its automation solutions at EMO 2013  
29 August 2013 
Geometric Limited will preview the latest enhancements for DFMPro, its automated design validation 
tool and CAMWorks, its intuitive solids-based CNC programming solution at Booth # J09, Hall 25 at  
EMO 2013, Hanover, Germany from September 16-21, 2013. With the focus on providing customers 
with the most effective tools to reduce time to market, Geometric presents solutions that focus on 
reducing non-value add time right from the design stage to manufacturing process planning and final 
shop floor delivery. 
 
Geometric will showcase its award-winning product DFMPro, a unique solution that identifies and 
enables designers to fix manufacturability related issues at the design stage itself. Today, design 
engineers spend around 30% or more time on rework due to an iterative product development process, 
which impacts costs and time to market. Organizations, typically, have manual design review processes, 
which include filling checklists, referring handbooks and one-to-one discussions that differ from 
department to department. Most of these manual checks are time consuming and error prone. DFMPro 
comes with global best practices in the area of manufacturability and assembly, along with a powerful 
framework to add an organization’s in-house best practices. This allows design engineers to save time 
on design reviews and rework, and utilize such time in creating innovative products. 
 
Moving from design validation to toolpath validation, a key differentiation Geometric brings with its 
CAM solution, CAMWorks is the availability of true G-code machine simulation. The standard machine 
simulation technology prevalent in the market typically simulates based on CL data only. CAMWorks 
Virtual Machine Module goes beyond ‘look good’ simulation and allows users to create first-time-right 
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NC programs for complex multi-tasking machines and simulate post processed G-code seamlessly 
within one system saving shop floor time and improving throughput. 
 
EMO visitors will also get a chance to see CAMWorks VoluMill™ in action on a Haas milling machine 
at Geometric’s booth. This ultra-high performance toolpath has provided cycle time savings of as much 
as 80% while maintaining tool life. This has been made possible by maintaining uniform chip formation 
and superior heat dissipation. 
 
About CAMWorks 
CAMWorks, a parametric, solids based CNC programming software system, brings in a revolutionary 
way to help machinists around the world to program fast and machine faster. CAMWorks significantly 
reduces programming time and removes the drudgery from CNC programming by using patented 
Feature Recognition technology in conjunction with full toolpath to solid-model associativity and 
knowledge-based machining. Besides ease-of-programming using CAMWorks, organizations can be 
assured of the most efficient toolpaths using CAMWorks VoluMill to maintain their competitive edge in 
the marketplace. 
 
About DFMPro  
DFMPro is a design assistant solution for validating designs from manufacturing point of view right at 
the design stage. It automates manufacturability checks, which helps design and manufacturing 
engineers validate the design quickly. DFMPro assists identification of design areas that are difficult, 
expensive or impossible to manufacture, assemble and service. It works on the principle of ‘Right First 
Time’ by validating manufacturability guidelines right at the design stage. These guidelines can be 
easily configured as per organizational requirements in the form of rules. It also facilitates a 
collaborative design environment by generating reports, which are compact and easy to share. 
About Geometric 
Geometric is a specialist in the domain of engineering solutions, services and technologies. Its portfolio 
of Global Engineering services, Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions, Embedded System 
solutions, and Digital Technology solutions enables companies to formulate, implement, and execute 
global engineering and manufacturing strategies aimed at achieving greater efficiencies in the product 
realization lifecycle.  
Listed on the Bombay and National stock exchanges in India, the company recorded consolidated 
revenues of Rupees 10.20 billion (US Dollars 187.57 million) for the year ended March 2013. It 
employs over 4600 people across 13 global delivery locations in the US, the UK, France, Germany, 
Romania, India, and China. Geometric was assessed as CMMI 1.1 Level 5 for its software services and 
is ISO 9001:2008 certified for engineering operations. The company’s operations are also ISO 
27001:2005 certified. 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Gerber Technology to Unveil Breakthrough Technology Focused on Optimizing Workflow and 
Maximizing Cutting Room Efficiencies at CISMA 2013 in Shanghai  
26 August 2013 

During the China International Sewing Machinery & Accessories (CISMA) show in Shanghai, China 
Sept. 25-28, Gerber Technology, the sewn goods industry’s leading provider of automation technology, 
will demonstrate breakthrough software and manufacturing solutions that embody decades of best 
practices from thousands of users – making them easy to operate, easy to maintain and capable of 
producing the highest-quality products possible.  

  

“Any design or cutting room manager or business owner of any size, will want to witness Gerber’s 
newest technology in action at CISMA,” said Steve Park, vice president and general manager of 
Gerber’s Sewn Goods business. “Visitors will see several ground-breaking solutions to help them 
optimize their workflow from the design room through the cutting room, to maximize productivity and 
ensure quality.”  

  

“We’ve focused on making our systems the easiest to use and have incorporated advanced technologies 
that maximize system uptime and ensure parts are cut precisely the first time – every time,” said Park. 
“We also provide managers with the data they need to continuously improve their cutting operation.” 

  

The company will demonstrate its latest computer-controlled material cutting and spreading systems, 
AccuMark® pattern design, grading and marking software, AccuScan™ pattern digitizing software, 3D 
pattern draping software, AccuNest™ automated marker making software and CutWorks™ cutting 
optimization software.  

  

Visitors to CISMA will also have the opportunity to witness the newest release of the company’s 
YuniquePLM™ product lifecycle management system. It offers enhanced integration with Adobe® 
Illustrator®, dynamic line creation capabilities, sourcing and compliance tracking, as well as powerful 
“what if” scenarios that enable teams to determine if a product will meet profitability expectations 
before designers even sketch a concept or generate a single piece of artwork.  

  

Mike Elia, president and CEO of Gerber, said, “We’ve sold more than 10,000 cutters and more than 
44,000 AccuMark licenses over the years – but we don’t just sell cutters and CAD software. Gerber 
employs more than 300 certified service and support experts who serve 25,000 customers in 130 
countries across the globe. And, that doesn’t even include the service professionals employed by our 
nearly 70 agents and distributors.”  
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“Our service experts genuinely care about their customers,” Elia added. “They know how to apply their 
years of experience and knowledge to help customers maximize the return they get from their 
investments in our automation solutions. Our customers know they can depend on Gerber to support 
them as their business grows. It's just another reason why so many of the world’s leading companies 
partner with Gerber." 
  

China Int’l Sewing Machinery & Accessories Show (CISMA) is billed as the world’s largest CAD/CAM 
and sewing exhibition. Gerber will occupy stand D42 in hall E1. 
  

About Gerber Technology 

For more than four decades, Gerber Technology has been the world leader in providing sophisticated 
hardware and software systems to automate and more effectively manage the product design and 
manufacturing process. The company serves 25,000 customers, including more than 100 Fortune 500 
companies, in the aerospace, apparel, retail, composites, packaging, furniture, technical textiles and 
transportation interiors industries in 130 countries. Gerber’s products help users move faster, at less cost 
and with the highest quality. 
 

Based in Connecticut, USA, Gerber Technology is owned by Vector Capital, a San Francisco-based, 
global private equity firm specializing in the technology sector that manages more than $2 billion of 
equity capital. Visit www.gerbertechnology.com for more information. 
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Implementation Investments 
ATOS signs 6-year outsourcing contract with EDF Luminus 
26 August 2013 

Atos today announced the signing of an outsourcing contract with EDF subsidiary, EDF Luminus, the 
second largest energy company in Belgium. The contract will see Atos take over the centralization and 
standardization of EDF Luminus IT services and infrastructure, with hosting of the applications in the 
EDF data centres. 
 

Atos was chosen by EDF Luminus to rationalize, industrialize and transform its IT operations.  Atos 
successfully offered an extremely competitive delivery model, at industrial and financial level, which 
takes account of the current and future requirements of EDF Luminus and its particularly stringent 
security demands. The Atos Tooling Framework (ATF), the methodology through which the managed 
infrastructure solutions will be provided, has been a determining factor in the decision by EDF Luminus. 
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"The ambition of Atos is to go beyond the objectives traditionally assigned to outsourcers, and to 
establish a long-term partnership able to deliver the highest quality services at the best cost, thus 
allowing economic gains in order to reinforce the 'time to market' of EDF Luminus in the Energy & 
Utilities market", said Didier Beau, Global Account Executive at Atos. 
 

Because Atos has been a major industrial partner of EDF for thirty years, most notably with its Shared 
Services Division, teams are already in place to:  
-     - Bring about the transformation of infrastructure with service levels agreements for all services 

-        - Implement the Business Recovery Plan without failure (using redundant infrastructure between 
the various EDF SA data centres in France)  
-     - Set up governance to ensure the best service levels for end users with maximum reactivity.   

 

Outsourcing activities, for which Atos is the European leader, are managed by more than 28,000 
members of staff and represent more than 4 billion in turnover. Atos ensures information management 
for more than 140,000 servers, of which the virtualization rate is already almost 40%. In the growing 
Cloud space, Atos generates a turnover of around 200 million Euros through its structure dedicated to 
Cloud activities, known as CANOPY, the Open Cloud Company. 
 

About Atos 

Atos SE (Societas europaea) is an international information technology services company with annual 
2012 revenue of EUR 8.8 billion and 77,000 employees in 47 countries. Serving a global client base, it 
delivers IT services in 3 domains, Consulting & Technology Services, Systems Integration and Managed 
Services & BPO, and transactional services through Worldline. With its deep technology expertise and 
industry knowledge, it works with clients across the following market sectors: Manufacturing, Retail & 
Services; Public sector, Healthcare & Transports; Financial Services; Telecoms, Media & Technology; 
Energy & Utilities. Atos is focused on business technology that powers progress and helps organizations 
to create their firm of the future. It is the Worldwide Information Technology Partner for the Olympic 
and Paralympic Games and is quoted on the NYSE Euronext Paris market. Atos operates under the 
brands Atos, Atos Consulting & Technology Services, Worldline and Atos Worldgrid. 
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BOSAL selects Infor's micro-vertical suite especially designed for the automotive tier supplier 
industry 
28 August 2013 

Infor today announced that BOSAL, a leading manufacturer of complete emission control systems, has 
selected Infor LN Automotive. 
 

The company plans to standardize all business processes in the new BOSAL Global Operating Model on 
a single ERP system, improving business processes, efficiency and transparency. The manufacturer will 
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also implement Infor ION (Intelligent Open Network) to profit from increased interoperability and 
competitiveness, as well as Infor Automotive Exchange, Infor Supplier Exchange and Infor EAM 
(Enterprise Asset Management). 
 

BOSAL is headquartered in Lummen, Belgium. Its 5 500+ employees in 34 manufacturing plants and 18 
distribution centres support major car manufacturers around the world with world-class products and 
services. With Infor LN Automotive, BOSAL will not only standardize on a single system, but will also 
provide a consumer-grade user experience with a modern interface and social capabilities. BOSAL also 
chose the Infor suite for its micro-vertical functionality specific to the automotive supplier business. 
Designed for speed 

Jane Thomson, managing director of Softworx, a premier Infor reseller in sub-Saharan Africa, says Infor 
ION is the fuel the entire system runs on: "The open lightweight middleware platform is based on 
industry standards and integrates Infor and non-Infor applications, like reporting and product life cycle 
management solutions, which are already deployed at BOSAL." 
 

Thomson says Infor ION improves the ability to execute faster and stay ahead of competition: "Infor 
ION Workflow & Events provides BOSAL with a framework to create, standardize and monitor 
business processes and make changes without needing IT involvement. Thus, the company will be able 
to create value from the very beginning of the implementation project." 
 

Instead of having to wait for a complete replacement of all existing systems, Infor ION connects new 
Infor solutions, such as Infor Automotive Exchange or Infor Supplier Exchange, to current legacy ERP 
systems and consequently enables BOSAL to progressively exchange further parts of the infrastructure. 
 

"Infor's solutions are designed for speed of adoption, and provide us with functionality required to 
increase our responsiveness to our customer requirements and bring products to the market quicker," 
says Werner de Wever, CIO at BOSAL. "The complete automotive suite with deep core ERP 
functionality, plus ION integrations to Automotive Exchange, Supplier Exchange, Asset Management 
and embedded BI, offers technological and financial benefits, next to adding value for users. The 
consumer-grade experience and social capabilities really make the difference and prove that we are 
ahead of our competitors in the market." 
 

"With Infor ION as process enabler, BOSAL will be able to benefit from efficiency gains early on in the 
project. It will be put in place incrementally and will deliver direct value, building on existing 
investments. This is why they choose to work with Infor," said Bernd Hau, RVP Sales Automotive 
EMEA at Infor 
 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Brazilian Plus Size Fashion Brand goes LIVE on WFX Cloud  
29 August 2013 

WFX announced today that Brazil-based Kaue Plus Size has gone live on WFX Cloud PLM. Kaue Plus 
Size is a brand that develops fashionable plus size clothing for men and woman sold via its stores and a 
fast-growing e-commerce initiative. Kaue Plus is characterized by its styling, unique materials and 
innovative use of new media that has seen its’ market share skyrocket in this niche segment.  
 

Kaue Plus Size relied on disconnected spreadsheets and email to manage product information and 
wanted an integrated robust solution as their business grows.  

 

“We were searching for a solution to easily organize the whole collection process, commonly developed 
in different places and often misplaced information. WFX Cloud PLM gives us the visibility of a 
collection’s product life-cycle, identifying who did what and where we are with our collection’s 
deadlines – from the big picture down to the item.” Said Marcia Chican – Owner and Style director at 
Kaue Plus Size , BR  

  

WFX provides next generation, cloud-based PLM Software for apparel. WFX is used by over 12,000 
fashion users worldwide.  

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Cadence Palladium XP Platform Chosen by Mellanox Technologies to Shorten Development Time of 
Interconnect Products 
29 August 2013 

Cadence Design Systems, Inc. today announced that Mellanox Technologies, a leading supplier of high-
performance, end-to-end interconnect solutions for data center servers and storage systems, has selected 
the Cadence(R) Palladium(R) XP Verification Computing Platform for the development of its leading-
edge server and storage products. By allowing hardware and software system integration prior to silicon 
availability, the Palladium XP platform improved the time to market for Mellanox by three months. 

 

"Mellanox chose Cadence's Palladium XP platform with PCI Express 3.0 and Ethernet SpeedBridge(R) 
solutions to effectively accelerate our hardware and software integration while improving quality and 
performance metrics," said Roni Ashuri, senior vice president of engineering at Mellanox. "With the 
Palladium XP platform, we were able to speed up deployment of our interconnect products and achieve 
faster time to market." 

 

"Mellanox is an important new Palladium XP platform customer for Cadence, and we are collaborating 
with its design team on the development and verification of their ASICs and SoCs," said Christopher 
Tice, corporate vice president, Hardware System Verification, System and Verification Group. "The 
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market-leading FullVision debug technology in the Palladium solution dramatically enhances customers' 
ability to both increase verification productivity and accelerate time to market. The ability to integrate 
hardware and software and to debug at speed is one of the reasons companies like Mellanox are 
consistently turning to the Palladium XP platform." 
 

The cornerstone of the Cadence System Development Suite, the Palladium XP platform is the industry's 
first high-performance, special-purpose verification computing platform that unifies best-in-class 
simulation acceleration and emulation capabilities in a single environment. With its hot-swap 
technology with the Cadence Incisive(R) platform, the Palladium XP platform delivers unparalleled 
productivity as users can transition among simulation, simulation acceleration and emulation 
environments at runtime without re-compilation. The Palladium XP platform offers systems and 
semiconductor companies flexible new use models that accelerate verification and hardware-software 
integration, helping to assure on-time delivery of high-quality products to the market. 
 

About Cadence 

Cadence enables global electronic design innovation and plays an essential role in the creation of today's 
integrated circuits and electronics. Customers use Cadence software, hardware, IP, and services to 
design and verify advanced semiconductors, consumer electronics, networking and telecommunications 
equipment, and computer systems. The company is headquartered in San Jose, Calif., with sales offices, 
design centers, and research facilities around the world to serve the global electronics industry. More 
information about the company, its products, and services is available here. 
 

Click here to return to Contents 

Georgia-Pacific Design Studio Features 3D Revit® and SketchUp® Designs 
29 August 2013 

Georgia-Pacific Design Studio, an online resource portal for the design and construction industry from 
Georgia-Pacific Gypsum, has expanded its offering to include downloadable files that make 3D design 
easier, faster and more accurate for architects, specifiers and contractors using Division 9 products. 
 

Now, more than 125 files built in the AutoDesk® Revit® software and 23 files built in SketchUp, a 3D 
modeling offering from Trimble Navigation Limited, are available in the Georgia-Pacific Design Studio. 
The files, which include wall, floor/ceiling combinations; area separation wall; and shaftwall assemblies 
designed with Georgia-Pacific Gypsum products, can be easily downloaded or imported into Revit or 
SketchUp for Building Information Modeling (BIM) models. The Revit and SketchUp files – and related 
resources – are available at www.GPDesignStudio.com. 
 

"The addition of simple-to-use commercial assemblies using 3D compatible files is an important tool on 
our popular online Georgia-Pacific Design Studio," said Mike McCoy, senior director-Product 
Management and Marketing, Georgia-Pacific Gypsum. "Along with other tools on the site, the Revit and 
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SketchUp files give architects, specifiers and contractors free resources needed to complete their work 
more efficiently." The designs were built using Revit 2012, which means they are also compatible with 
Revit 2013 and 2014 versions; and with SketchUp 7. 
 

Other tools available at www.GPDesignStudio.com are: 

 

Assemblies Library – searchable database of detailed information, illustrations and performance 
characteristics for numerous wall systems and assemblies using Georgia-Pacific Gypsum products 
CAD Drawings –2D CAD details of various assemblies, available in multiple formats 

LEED® Calculation Tools -- concise information about a product's potential LEED credit contribution 
in the U.S. and Canada, including specific data regarding recycled content and regional materials 
Online Architectural and Roofing Binders – Division 9 and Division 7 compilations of specifications, 
working documents and case histories 
Residential Wall Systems Comparison Tool – for examining and comparing recommended pre-
configured wall systems in five climate zones based on fundamental performance 
Follow Georgia-Pacific Gypsum at www.gpgypsum.com; on Twitter @gpgypsum; YouTube at 
www.youtube.com/gpdens or Flickr at www.flickr.com/gpdens. 
 

About Georgia-Pacific Headquartered at Atlanta, Georgia-Pacific is one of the world's leading 
manufacturers and marketers of building products, tissue, packaging, paper, cellulose and related 
chemicals. The company employs nearly 35,000 people worldwide. For more information, visit 
www.gp.com 
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GSE-Giprokauchuk signs major new contract with AVEVA  
29 August 2013 

AVEVA announced today that it has been awarded a significant new contract by  LLC GSE-
Giprokauchuk, Russia’s leader in design and research for the chemical, petrochemical and synthetic 
rubber industries. The contract is for the implementation of software from the AVEVA Plant portfolio; 
including AVEVA PDMS. The deal will see GSE-Giprokauchuk’ PDMS licenses increase tenfold over 
the next two years.   
  

Following GSE-Giprokauchuk’s recent successes, winning several major contracts with leading Russian 
owner operators, its management team has decided to significantly increase its investment in AVEVA 
software. The need to decrease the number of clashes and errors, shorten project timescales and hand 
over to the operator a ready-to-use, intelligent 3D model were all important factors in the investment 
decision.  All of the company’s construction activities will now be engineered and designed using 
AVEVA software.  
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“One of the key features of AVEVA software is its Integrated Engineering & Design approach to project 
execution,” said Vladimir Manenkov, Managing Director of GSE-Giprokauchuk “We are now working 
with a powerful, flexible and reliable platform that is suitable for complex international projects. The 
shortening of project schedules and the dramatically improved project quality that are enabled by the 
integrated AVEVA software were also key business reasons for its adoption.” 
 

“GSE-Giprokauchuk had previously used technology from another vendor for its engineering and design 
needs,” added Evgeny Fedotov, Senior Vice-President Russia, India & Middle East, AVEVA. “It has 
now conducted several major complex projects using AVEVA software. The scale and complexity of 
these required a new approach to the project execution process and we are delighted that they selected 
AVEVA to meet this challenge.  
 

“GSE-Giprokauchuk carries out offshore projects for Russia’s leading owner operators, such as JSC 
Tatneft, JSC Nizhnekamsneftehim and JSC Lukoil, so this is an important contract for AVEVA .”   
 

Click here to return to Contents 

Millennium Wins NASA Ames Project and Engineering Support Services Contract 
26 August 2013 

NASA announced that it will be awarding Millennium Engineering and Integration Company the Project 
and Engineering Support Services contract at Ames Research Center with a contract value of 
$235,000,000 over the five-year period of performance. 
 

This single award, indefinite delivery/indefinite quantity contract will provide diverse engineering 
services to a variety of NASA Ames programs and projects spanning their entire systems engineering 
lifecycle, from concept through operations. A leading provider of systems engineering and integration 
services and solutions to the U.S. Government on programs of national significance, Millennium will 
provide comprehensive engineering and project management services for both the Programs and 
Projects and Engineering Directorates beginning October 1, 2013. 
 

'We are honored to be awarded this important contract and expand our partnership with Ames Research 
Center and NASA,' said Trase Travers, Millennium's President and CEO. 'This opportunity represents a 
high degree of confidence and trust bestowed upon Millennium to help our nation achieve the art of the 
possible in aerospace science and exploration. Millennium is very excited to apply our capabilities, 
know-how and innovative practices to NASA's PESS requirements.' 
 

Millennium will primarily execute the PESS contract at Ames Research Center, located at Moffett Field 
in California, and support all flight and mission projects and advanced engineering capabilities needed 
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to support the Center's research and development mission. 
 

Millennium will provide high-end engineering support through all phases of the engineering and project 
management lifecycle, including contract management, technical task support, mission design, 
engineering systems research and development, advanced manufacturing, testing and operations, and 
Multi-Mission Operations Center (MMOC) maintenance and management. 
 

About Millennium Engineering and Integration Company 

Headquartered in Arlington, VA, with ten additional offices around the U.S., Millennium is a world-
class supplier of innovative technologies and solutions for mission-critical programs for the NASA, 
Missile Defense Agency, Department of Defense and other U.S. Government Agencies. Millennium's 
expertise includes systems engineering, test and integration, software engineering, systems integration, 
mission support, and specialized analyses and tool development and implementation. 
 

More information on Millennium can be found atwww.meicompany.com 
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NIIT and Autodesk Partner to Redefine Design Education in India 
29 August 2013 

NIIT, NIIT University, and Autodesk Inc. today entered into a tripartite Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) to evangelize design as a learning discipline in India. The objective is to promote design literacy, 
design skilling and research & innovation in design. Given the dynamism in markets, work roles, and 
customer expectations, design thinking today is being recognized as one of the essential skills for all 
industries. 
 

Under this significant partnership, NIIT and NIIT University will leverage design tools of Autodesk to 
offer a host of design programs. NIIT University will set up a design lab and launch masters programs in 
design to support research and innovation. In addition, various specialized design programs will be 
launched for college students in verticals such as interface design, application design and media & 
entertainment design with an aim to create a pool of skilled manpower for these specific industries. For 
school students, NIIT will introduce design literacy programs to promote design thinking. NIIT along 
with Autodesk and a specially constituted Design Advisory Council, set up under the aegis of NIIT 
University, will be designing the curriculum. More than a million students will be reached in over a 
decade. 
 

According to a study by Gallup, 21st century skills should prepare and equip youth for the challenges 
and demands of work in today's knowledge-based, technology-driven, globalized environment. Just as 
IT helped India gain global recognition and spurred the growth of the service sector, about a decade ago, 
"Design Thinking" can be the differentiator that changes the economics of Indian workers and 
businesses and catalyzes the growth of the knowledge sector. 
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As a catalyst for transformation, Design Thinking cannot be a limited expertise. It has to permeate to a 
larger group. Design in India is a very old activity but a very young profession. Fragmented students and 
limited number of design experts have so far prevented a wider reach of the skill. However, today, 
newer models of training delivery, such as NIIT's Cloud Campus have the potential to enhance the reach 
of design experts. By entering into this partnership with Autodesk, NIIT takes the first step towards 
introducing design thinking amongst school and college students. 
 

Speaking on this significant partnership, Vijay Thadani, CEO, NIITLtd. said, "In line with our vision to 
offer career focused training programs in the emerging areas of the knowledge society, we are delighted 
to partner with Autodesk to introduce avant-garde courses in design for students across India. The idea 
is not only to open career avenues in design but also to promote 'design thinking' amongst the youth, that 
our research indicates as a key trait that today's employers' are looking for. We evangelized IT training 
in India and now three decades later, we are excited to start a new wave of evangelizing design thinking 
and training in India." 
 

George Abraham, Director of Emerging Markets, Autodesk Education said, "We at Autodesk are 
committed to advancing technical education and skill development in design education in India. With a 
full portfolio of professional and personal design products, Autodesk endeavors to introduce students at 
all levels to the power of design technology, thus fostering an early interest so that they may develop 
into true design professionals. Partnership with NIIT will further our vision to promote design education 
by meeting critical gaps in talent pool with our skills and pedagogy to help people imagine, design and 
create a better world." 
 

Dr. Rajendra Pandey, President, NIIT University said, "We are committed to being the leading centre of 
Innovation and learning in emerging areas of the knowledge society. ‘Design Thinking' today, is an 
essential skill for a successful knowledge professional. A workforce enriched with Design Thinking 
skills will help India become a world leader in Innovation." 
 

While the overall objective of this partnership is to promote design thinking in every job role, the 
programs will also develop skilled manpower for the rapidly growing Computer-aided Design (CAD) 
industry, which is estimated to grow at CAGR of 13.5 percent by 2015, per a recent report by 
Technavio. 
 

About NIIT Ltd. 

Established in 1981, NIIT Limited [http://www.niit.com/Pages/DefaultUSA.aspx ], a leading Global 
Talent Development Corporation and Asia's premier IT trainer, offers learning and knowledge solutions 
across 40 countries. Leading IT journal Dataquest has conferred upon NIIT the 'Top IT Training 
Company' award successively for the past 20 years, since the inception of this category. 
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NIIT's Individual Learning Business offerings include industry-endorsed programs for students seeking 
careers in IT -GNIIT  
About NIIT University 

Nestled in the foothills of the Aravali in Neemrana, Rajasthan, the picturesque 100-acre fully residential 
green campus of the not-for-profit NIIT University is truly, 'The University of the Future'. Established in 
2009, with a vision to bring about innovation in higher education and learning in emerging areas of the 
knowledge society, NIIT University (NU) is equipped with state-of-the-art technology-enabled 
methodology that's backed by a strong research-focused curriculum for facilitating a continuous process 
of learning and development. NU has been developed as an institute of excellence to provide exceptional 
education based on the four core principles that make learning industry-linked, technology-based, 
research-driven and seamless. 
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Realtek's chips designed for PC and mobile wireless applications 
23 August 2013 

Cadence Design Systems Inc. announced that Realtek Semiconductor Corp. licensed the Cadence 
Tensilica HiFi Audio/Voice DSP (digital signal processor) IP core for use with the TrulyHandsFree 
always-on voice activation and recognition technology from Sensory, a provider of IC and embedded 
software solutions. 
 

This combined low-power hardware/software solution allows Realtek to provide its mobile 
communications and computing customers with the lowest power always-on voice trigger and 
recognition capabilities, a distinct competitive advantage. 
 

Cadence Tensilica HiFi Audio/Voice DSPs are the industry's most widely used licensable audio/voice 
DSP family, with support for over 100 proven audio/voice software packages. More than 55 companies 
have licensed HiFi Audio/Voice DSPs for use in smartphones, tablets, computers, digital televisions, 
home entertainment systems and other devices. 
 

The HiFi Audio/Voice DSP can run in ultra-low power mode to save battery life, waiting to detect sound 
based on Sensory's Low Power Sound Detector, a feature of their TrulyHandsFree always-on voice 
control technology. 
 

"Cadence Tensilica HiFi Audio/Voice DSPs are the de facto standard, with the most extensive selection 
of optimized and robust audio and voice software packages, and the best software tools support with C-
based programming," said Chuting Su, VP of computer peripherals business unit, Realtek. 
"Standardizing on HiFi for our future mobile and PC products lets us meet our customers' demanding 
low-power requirements for a wide range of performance, and Sensory's software will help us create a 
platform for unique voice trigger and recognition capabilities." 
 



CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 46 

"By using the combined Tensilica/Sensory hardware/software solution, Realtek will be able to provide 
its customers with voice recognition capabilities that lead the market," said Jack Guedj, corporate VP, IP 
Group, Cadence. "Low-power always-on voice recognition is a key competitive differentiator in mobile 
devices." 
 

Click here to return to Contents 

Thame Workholding’s Double Success with VISI and Edgecam 
28 August 2013 

Thame Workholding, one of the world’s leading workholding specialists, not only uses VISI and 
Edgecam to design and manufacture its own products, it also uses the software to create the fixtures that 
hold the material during its machining processes. 
 

Based in Buckinghamshire, and recognized as a leading international provider of workholding solutions 
for all types of machining, Thame boasts over 15 CNC machine tools within a 10,000 sq. ft. facility and 
is accredited to Quality Standard ISO 9001:200. Thame produce high precision bespoke workholding for 
a range of industry sectors including aerospace, motorsport, medical, marine and energy 
 

 “We often create our own fixtures with VISI and Edgecam to produce bespoke workholding for 
customers, as well as making our own fixtures to hold metal when we’re manufacturing our extensive 
range of standard jaw products on our horizontal CNC machines,” says Maurice Day, a Director of 
Thame Workholding.  
 

After switching four years ago from 2D drafting to VISI’s powerful solid and surface modelling system, 
Thame find their design time is now up to ten times faster, depending on the complexity of the job. 
Although the previous 2D package enabled them to undertake new designs, they could not work with the 
majority of their customers’ files, which were often created using a 3D system. “When we received a 
model we had to convert it from 3D back to 2D, meaning we were taking a backward step and it became 
a big time issue for us.” 
 

They invested in VISI for design and quickly found it invaluable for constructing and editing even the 
most complex 3D data. David Handley, Thame’s other Director says VISI’s feature-based modelling 
means they can quickly create a 3D model, and also generate a complete set of 2D detailed drawings, 
showing any view, directly from the master geometry. 
 

“With VISI, the model is almost the component, and as soon as it’s completed, we’re ready to cut metal. 
The model is seamlessly loaded into Edgecam where the toolpaths are applied quickly and accurately.” 
Thame installed Edgecam shortly after the brand was acquired by Vero Software in 2011, and it now 
drives a range of Mazak, Daewoo and Haas CNC machines, along with their recently-acquired 5-axis 
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Matsuura MX-520 which utilizes a 60 pallet Lang Eco Tower robot loader.  
 

Today, 98 percent of their products are designed using VISI and machined through Edgecam.  They see 
that software combination with automatic 5-axis machining as the way forward.  “We frequently load 
the tower and leave it running un-manned overnight, producing 20 complete sets of jaws with ‘lights-
out’ machining.” Thame are planning to commission a second 5-axis machine in the not-too-distant 
future, as they are aiming to produce as many of their products in ‘one hit’ as they can, without the need 
for multiple set-ups.  
 

David says Vero has revolutionized the way Thame operates in a very short time. “VISI, Edgecam and 
5-axis machining have proved to be such a great improvement to our design and production capabilities, 
it’s been fantastic for us. Many customers now provide a VISI compatible 3D model and some even use 
the popular software for their own design purposes because of its fully associative drafting capability.”  
Offering bespoke solutions for customers’ workholding issues means their sales engineers frequently 
come back with a sample part that needs to be held, or a series of drawings. “The customer tells us the 
machine tool they want to put it on and the tolerances they need to keep to. All that information goes to 
our designers who then come up with the concept of how they’re going to hold the part; they then use 
VISI to create the 3D CAD model. Before we had VISI everything was so much slower...and every time 
we changed something we had to change it in every view.” 
 

Concluding, Maurice adds they are now much slicker than they have ever been. “When everything runs 
smoothly through VISI and Edgecam it makes our working day so much easier.” It has given them 
added confidence in their existing product range, and in developing new bespoke workholding. 
 

“We have been well known for our standard products, bespoke turnkey packages and special projects for 
many years. However, maximizing our use of VISI and Edgecam ensures we can deliver the same high 
standard products more efficiently.” 
 

As well as their own products Thame are UK agents for Lang Technik vices and automation, Samchully 
chucks and cylinders, Horst Witte vacuum and the Vac-Mat system of clamping technology. 
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The Algerian Ministry of Education Selects Dassault Systèmes' SolidWorks Education Edition to 
Support Education Reform 
28 August 2013 

Dassault Systèmes today announced that the Algerian Ministry of Education has signed an agreement to 
deploy SolidWorks' Education Edition software application in technical classes across all of its 550 high 
schools. 
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The Ministry has been involved in a series of reforms to help align the education system with 
international norms and increase the effectiveness of foundation courses, particularly in science and 
math. As such, it was important to find a 3D design application that provides students with the same 
tools used by engineers and designers around the world. The Ministry will deploy 100 licenses of the 
SolidWorks application in each of its 550 schools and provide remote laptop access to the software for 
every student. 
 

In order to develop role models, teachers are encouraged to become Certified SolidWorks Professionals 
(CSWP), recognition that they are able to successfully use the features within the SolidWorks 
application. All schools will also become certified administrators of the Certified SolidWorks Associate 
(CSWA) and Certified Sustainable Design Associate (CSDA) exams for students. These certification 
tests enable students to demonstrate strong design skills, giving them a competitive advantage in the 
engineering industry. Students will also be able to take advantage of a Student Engineering Kit (SEK) 
license, which they can use on their personal computers in order to improve their knowledge and 
develop their creativity. 
 

Dassault Systèmes' value added reseller, ALCADWorks, worked closely with the Algerian Ministry of 
Education to provide a solution to support its commitment to the "Knowledge-Based Economy," which 
invests in the skills of the next generation of engineers and designers, starting in elementary schools and 
continuing through university education. 
 

Bilel Hassaïd, Founder and Manager of ALCADWorks, commented, "This national-scale project 
undertaken by the Algerian Ministry of Education will help improve students' ability to compete in an 
international, knowledge-based economy. The user-friendliness of the SolidWorks Education Edition 
and the certifications available will enable both students and teachers to quickly become proficient with 
SolidWorks, providing a source of innovation and creativity for these future engineers." 
 

"The educational ecosystem is a crucial component in the evolution of product design and innovation 
and we are proud to support the Algerian Ministry of Education's commitment to science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics," said Bertrand Sicot, CEO, SolidWorks, Dassault Systèmes. "The 
deployment will have a positive impact on the performance and innovation in both the Algerian and 
global industrial sectors, as these students become highly trained, skilled engineers and designers 
capable of working anywhere." 
 

Powered by Dassault Systèmes' 3DEXPERIENCE platform, SolidWorks Education Edition is currently 
available through local resellers. For more information: 
http://www.solidworks.com/sw/products/education_products.htm 
 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Product News 
Altium launches SolidWorks App for Altium Designer  
29 August 2013 

Altium Limited has announced the availability of the new Solidworks modeler for Altium Designer. The 
new application (app) by ECAD / MCAD collaboration experts Desktop EDA is the result of Altium’s 
first add-on app development partnership. 

 
"We’ve worked hard during this past year to open up our DXP platform technologies," said Daniel 
Fernsebner, Director of Technical Partnerships for Altium. "This partnership with Desktop EDA 
represents our first steps in building a wider network of third party app developers and providing our 
customers with leading edge extensions for Altium products.” 
 

Through the DXP platform’s unified data model, developers can create add-on apps that have access to 
all aspects of Altium’s electronics design system. Coupling this with Altium’s enterprise-ready design 
data management system, DXP App Server, apps for Altium Designer can:  
 

Eliminate the need for translation of external files and switching to separate, external, applications 
through unprecedented access to Altium Designer’s design data and user interface. 
Improve standardization and design flow automation by extending and customizing the Altium Designer 
user interface. 
Increase team productivity by creating custom links between the Altium Vault and enterprise systems 
such as PLM, ERP or PDM. 
Reach Altium users through the new app distribution and licensing system. 

 

Altium’s first app developer partner using the new DXP 2.0 platform, Desktop EDA, has more than 16 
years experience in developing 3D MCAD integration tools for electronics design systems like Altium 
Designer, Protel and Mentor Graphics PADS. Released earlier this month, the Desktop EDA offering 
includes apps that extend Altium Designer’s native 3D PCB design features by facilitating advanced 
collaboration between MCAD and ECAD designers. 
 

Altium is currently working with other developers to bring additional apps to electronic designers and is 
targeting a wider release of the distribution and licensing system later this year. 
 

To learn more about developing extension apps for Altium products, please contact Daniel Fernsebner 
(daniel(dot)fernsebner(at)altium(dot)com). Desktop EDA apps are available exclusively through Altium 
Sales channels, for more details click here. 
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About Altium  

Altium Limited (ASX:ALU) creates electronics design software. Altium’s unified electronics design 
environment links all aspects of electronics product design in a single application that is priced as 
affordable as possible. This enables electronics designers to innovate, harness the latest devices and 
technologies, manage their projects across broad design ‘ecosystems’, and create connected, intelligent 
designs. 
 

Founded in 1985, Altium has offices in San Diego, Sydney, Karlsruhe, Amersfoort, Shanghai, Tokyo, 
Kiev, with value added resellers worldwide. For more information, visit http://www.altium.com. You 
can also follow and engage with Altium via Facebook, Twitter and YouTube. 
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BobCAD-CAM, Inc. Releases New Training Solution for SolidWorks CAM  
29 August 2013 

As a long term SolidWorks Gold Partner, BobCAD-CAM has provided design customers that need CNC 
Machining technology with the means of creating toolpath and machine code for CNC Milling and 
Turning without ever having to leave their native SolidWorks software environments. The BobCAM for 
SolidWorks plug-in works within SolidWorks and allows the operator to streamline productivity by 
integrating the design and machining processes. 
 

To address the elements of affective learning, BobCAD-CAM has released their new V3 Training 
Professor Video Series for customers so that they can learn the ropes fast and at their convenience. The 
training series is portable so that customers can use them virtually anywhere, on the road, in their office, 
or in the comfort of their home. The training series includes 2 CD’s containing an index of 65 individual 
training videos that educate through demonstration and instruction. Included with the videos is a 450+ 
page digital workbook containing corresponding lessons that follow the workbook. In addition to the 
workbook are actual CAD files that are used in the training videos.  
The company includes CAD files so the customer can practice creating toolpath and g-code programs 
for their machines without having to spend the time drawing and designing similar parts. By providing 
part files, customers are able to get up to speed by as much 50% faster. In addition, the training lessons 
cover all of the machining operations including toolpath machining strategies, simulation, post 
processing, setting up CAM cutting conditions, tools, material, and much more. 
"The issue is not a technology issue, it has to do with learning how to be an expert fast," said Sean Owen 
who oversees the development of training products for BobCAD-CAM, Inc. "This method of training 
has proven over the years to be a very efficient and effective method for our customers," added Owens. 
 

For more information on the new BobCAM for SolidWorks Training Professor Video Series, contact 
BobCAD-CAM directly at 877-262-2231 or 727-442-3554. The company also provides a free demo 
download of their BobCAM for SolidWorks CAM plug-in at http://www.bobcad.com. 
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About BobCAD-CAM: BobCAD-CAM has provided CAD/CAM CNC software products to the global 
manufacturing industry for over 25 years. BobCAD-CAM’s powerful yet affordable software is used to 
increase CNC productivity for many applications including educational and hobby use. BobCAD-CAM 
also provides a variety of quality training products that include regional and online training classes or 
private sessions tailored to specific applications that can result in professional certification as well as 
multi-tiered technical support solutions to their service customers. 
 

Click here to return to Contents 

BOXX Workstations Earn SolidWorks Certification 
29 August 2013 

BOXX Technologies today announced that their 3DBOXX 4150 XTREME and 3DBOXX 8920 
workstations have achieved SolidWorks certification, joining an elite group of workstations certified by 
Dassault Systèmes to run its engineering software. Strategically partnered with Dassault Systèmes, 
BOXX is a designated SolidWorks Solution Partner, and leading manufacturer of both SolidWorks and 
CATIA-certified workstations. 
 

"SolidWorks-certified BOXX workstations enable engineers and designers to work faster and more 
efficiently," said Shoaib Mohammad, BOXX VP of Marketing and Business Development "If you 
depend on SolidWorks or other professional engineering applications, these workstations provide 
powerful, reliable, performance that will help you reduce costs while significantly improving completion 
times." 
 

Featuring an overclocked, 4th generation, Intel Core i7 processor capable of running up to 4.3 GHz, the 
SolidWorks-certified 3DBOXX 4150 XTREME also includes liquid cooling and a new compact chassis 
designed for space-constrained environments. 4150XT is available with NVIDIA Maximus technology, 
combining the visualization and interactive design capability of NVIDIA Quadro GPUs with the high-
performance computing power of NVIDIA Tesla GPUs. 4150XT provides outstanding support for 
engineering, product design, and architectural applications, as well as other frequency driven software. 
 

3DBOXX 8920, the other workstation certified by Dassault Systèmes, features dual, eight-core Intel 
Xeon processors (16 cores, 32 threads) providing high-powered, multitasking performance for 
engineering, product design, rendering, and more. Designed to accommodate multi-threading, multiple 
applications, and complex production pipelines, 8920 includes additional memory and up to three 
NVIDIA GPUs. The result is faster performance for CPU and GPU-based rendering, simulation, and ray 
tracing. 
 

"Whether it's interacting with other software applications while running simulations, or designing while 
renders run in the background, a SolidWorks-certified BOXX workstation is the ultimate multitasking 
solution," said Mohammad. 
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About BOXX Technologies 

BOXX is the leading innovator of high-performance workstations and rendering systems for visual 
effects, animation, product design, engineering, architectural visualization, and more. Combining 
record-setting performance, speed, and reliability with unparalleled industry knowledge, BOXX is the 
trusted choice for creative professionals worldwide. For more information, visit www.boxxtech.com. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Cincom Acquire adds CAD capabilities to its integrated tools 
29 August 2013 

Cincom Acquire, a guided selling and product configuration software solution from Cincom Systems, 
has added CAD drawing and 3D model generation as an accelerator for Solidworks, a 3D CAD design, 
analysis and product data management software. 
 

The addition of the CAD component to Acquire's list of available tools will help companies improve 
their sales effectiveness with the addition of a visual component, said a press release. 
With this addition, channel reps and engineers can now configure, price and quote offerings, as well as 
generate drawings based on the configuration within the Cincom Acquire platform. 
 

"Selling complex products can be complicated without a visual representation of the product to show," 
said Jerry Miller, director of Cincom's Intelligent Selling Solutions division. "Cincom Acquire allows 
sales reps to configure a product and generate a 2D drawing or 3D model that can be shared on the spot, 
or that can be included within a sales proposal." 
Acquire's CAD drawing capabilities are available for both Acquire for Microsoft Dynamics CRM and 
Acquire Express. 

Click here to return to Contents 

Enfocus Solutions Announces Integration Ability with JIRA® and Other Project Management 
Systems for Greater Visibility, More Control 
28 August 2013 

Enfocus Solutions today announced that its business analysis solution Enfocus Requirements Suite™ 
now fully integrates with JIRA®, developed by Atlassian®, and other project management systems. The 
new functionality gives developers an automated, real-time way of receiving project requirements from 
the Suite into their JIRA queues. 
 

The enhancements were made as part of Enfocus Solutions’ ongoing software updates and 
enhancements. 
 

Enfocus Solutions’ Executive Vice President of Solutions Sergio Reyes explained that it is not 
uncommon for development teams to be involved with multiple projects, deal with several open support 
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issues, and have a variety of operational tasks to address. With Enfocus Requirements Suite™, 
development teams can continue using JIRA or other project management systems to manage these 
items, while getting the Suite’s added benefits of enterprise-wide insights and analysis. 
“Now, users get a bird’s-eye look into everything that’s going on. Integration is comprehensive, fully 
supported, and simple,” said Reyes. 
 

He further explained that integrating Enfocus Requirement Suite™ and JIRA provides:  

    Improved visibility, project intelligence, and control. This is accomplished by having a central system 
of records for scenarios, needs, and requirements that automatically distributes information to multiple 
teams across systems. 
    Greater cohesion. The Suite facilitates real-time input and feedback into whether requirements are 
meeting user needs, providing a level of detail that cannot come from using a project management 
system alone. 
    More accurate requirements. The Suite tracks requirements quality, ensuring that when requirements 
are synched with JIRA or other systems they are accurate and complete, resulting in fewer errors. 
    Speed to market. Enfocus Requirements Suite™ captures the “whats and hows” of proposed solutions 
from an overall business perspective. “When requirements are addressed holistically, not in siloes, 
project delivery is streamlined and results are achieved sooner,” said Reyes. 
 

Enfocus Requirement Suite™ is a business analysis tool that provides requirements and knowledge 
management, along with business analysis moxie, guidance, and support. 
It is the only solution that combines software, dynamic collaboration, and professional development, 
thus empowering businesses to improve their business analysis capability to deliver greater value. 
 

About Enfocus Requirements Suite™  

Enfocus Solutions Inc. helps businesses spur innovation, save time, and cut costs by capturing, 
managing, and leveraging the requirements of their people, processes, and technology. Its flagship 
product, Enfocus Requirements Suite™, a web-based tool, automates business analyses and 
requirements management best practices to enable successful enterprise IT project delivery. The tool is 
the only application available that permits and encourages stakeholders to directly contribute and 
collaborate with IT project teams. Enfocus Solutions Inc. is a privately held company headquartered in 
San Antonio, Texas. 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Enhanced Dissolution Workstation Software provides Greater Instrument Control and Improved 
Monitoring of Pharmaceutical Ingredients  
29 August 2013 

Agilent Technologies Inc has introduced an enhanced version of its Dissolution Workstation Software, 
providing better data integration, method change control and instrument monitoring for controlling 
multiple dissolution systems. Dissolution is a technique used in the pharmaceutical industry to determine 
the rate at which pure active pharmaceutical ingredients dissolve. The software supports laboratory 
capabilities to build, edit, search, retrieve, execute and archive all dissolution methods and test reports 
from a single interface. 
 

To improve efficiency, the new features allow users to: consolidate and maintain electronic data in one 
location, with options for exporting information into a laboratory information management system or 
into business tools such as SAP Crystal Reports or Microsoft Excel; monitor the dissolution apparatus 
for vibration, environmental impacts and failure investigation assistance when using the optional 
Instrument Module; comply with the latest enhanced mechanical qualification guidelines, including 
verifying accessories prior to each test; add an automated system-cleaning cycle to the end of each 
method, extending the life of dissolution equipment. 
 

“One of the greatest enhancements is the addition of vibration monitoring to the Dissolution 
Workstation Software,” said Allan Little, Marketing Director for Agilent’s Dissolution Systems 
business. “Though there is no standard guidance on vibration measurements, it’s important that 
laboratories understand the impact vibration can have on their dissolution testing.  
 

With baseline values for vibration on the x-, y- and z-axes, dissolution systems as well as their 
environments may be consistently monitored. This added benefit may be used during early research to 
develop internal tolerances for specific methods, or as part of a quality-control initiative for well-
established methods.” 
 

 Dissolution Workstation Software organizes, executes and manages methods and information for all 
Agilent dissolution equipment, including the Agilent 708-DS, 709-DS, BIO-DIS, Apparatus 7 and 
dissolution sampling systems. Continuous audit trails provide reliable traceability of methods and 
system operation, and reduce the time required to manually document information 

Click here to return to Contents 
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File Translator in ZW3D 2013 SP: Enhanced 3D CAD Data Exchange 
26 August 2013 

ZWSOFT has enhanced ZW3D 2013 SP’s data exchange capability with the upgraded File Translator, 
which allows designers to freely import, edit and export files from their familiar design software, 
helping to simplify design process with more compatible file format support, higher import and export 
quality and shorter design cycle. 

 

Supporting Multiple File Formats 

As one of the main enhancements in ZW3D 2013 SP, the File Translator helps to facilitate the reading, 
writing, and repairing of most 3D CAD file formats, such as CATIA V6, UG NX8.5, Solidworks 2013, 
Inventor 2013 and Parasolid V25. The improved translating function enables faster and more accurate 
data exchange with multiple 3D CAD platforms, and as a result the range of ZW3D’s application can be 
greatly expanded. For instance, manufacturing companies working with multi-platform designs from 
suppliers, will benefit from seamlessly imported external files. 

 

Improving Data Collaboration with Better Import Quality 

ZW3D 2013 SP minimizes the risks of date loss when processing multi-platform data conversion with 
the updated Translator. In addition, higher display accuracy is achieved by reducing up to 70% of open 
edges for import module. Working fluency will also be improved, and thus users don’t have to worry 
about any rework caused by data-loss or incorrect display. The better import quality, coupled with the 
more fluent workflow, will ultimately make a positive impact on design efficiency. 

 

The New Translator reduces 70% of Open Edges in the imported module 

“There is various 3D design software in the international market, and being able to smoothly handle data 
exchange is important for users,” said Colin Lin, Vice Director of ZW3D Overseas Business. “Owing to 
the updated Translator, ZW3D 2013 SP removes boundaries of various files formats, making multi-
CAD design available to anyone.” 

 

The Perfect Time-saving Tool for Data Exchange 

This File Translator is available in both 32-bit and 64-bit versions of ZW3D 2013 SP. After installation, 
designers will find more formats will be automatically added to the import list of ZW3D 2013 SP, 
allowing them to work with different 3D CAD files. The simplified workflow, combined with the easy-
to-use interface, will help users deliver more accurate designs in a time-saving way. 
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Designers can click here to try ZW3D 2013 SP’s Translator, or ZWSOFT Facebook to learn more about 
other ZWSOFT products. 
 

About ZW3D CAD/CAM 

ZW3D is cost-effective CAD/CAM software for 3D modeling, mold design, and machining, which 
assists engineers from concept to finished product in a single easy-to-use and collaborative environment. 
http://www.zwsoft.com/products/zw3d.html 

Click here to return to Contents 

HP and SAP Collaborate to Deliver HP As-a-Service Solution for SAP HANA 
28 August 2013 

HP introduced the HP As-a-Service Solution for SAP HANA®, a solution that allows organizations to 
analyze big data and unlock real-time insight -- without the burden of a significant upfront capital 
investment.  
 

The HP As-a-Service Solution for SAP HANA bundles the SAP HANA software license along with 
hardware and ongoing management into a complete solution provided in a cost-effective, as-a-service 
model. The as-a-service model allows clients to avoid capital expenditure and lower the total cost of 
ownership -- clients simply pay a monthly subscription fee for the total solution.  
 

Combining HP's deep expertise in information management and analytics with the real-time platform of 
SAP, HP clients may harness the benefits of in-memory computing and analytics to rapidly analyze and 
make decisions on significant amounts of data at a cost and pace that makes sense for their business. 

Click here to return to Contents 
 

HP expands Big Data offering 
26 August 2013 

Hewlett Packard recently expanded its Big Data Consulting Practice offering strategy, design and 
implementation services to help customers mine the wealth of available information for business 
opportunities. 
 

“Business intelligence has always been there, but there is not much focus on unstructured data. What is 
sitting in your e-mails, what is sitting in the photos, in your documents and web pages? There is a wealth 
of information that companies can look into how they can extract it, analyze it and make some business 
decisions,” said Mohan Krishnan, vice president and general manager, technology consulting and 
technology services of HP Asia Pacific and Japan. 
 

Big data refers to a massive volume of both structured and unstructured information. Krishnan says that 
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when a client calls the bank for a transaction, the information is structured but when the client tweets a 
complaint about the service, that is unstructured. 
 

“The whole thing about big data is what I call predictive analysis. That means you predict what will 
happen in the future. Do you want to make a guess or do you want to analyze the data that you have? So 
many people have access to Facebook and there is a business opportunity in what they are saying,” 
Krishnan said. 
 

If a bank knows what their customers are buying, they would be able to create new services and new 
offerings. Same goes with telcos and manufacturing. By analyzing information, it could help them bring 
new streams of revenue and new opportunities for business,” he said. 
 

HP helps customers develop an integrated IT strategy for the capture, consolidation and management of 
big data through Transformation Experience Workshops where HP experts meet with stakeholders. 
 

HP offers customization and configuration of Hadoop, a scalable, flexible and cost-effective framework 
that supports processing of large data, through Enterprise Design Service, Implementation Service, and 
Reference Architecture Implementation Service. 
HP Big Data Protection and Compliance Analysis, on the other hand, helps customers identify potential 
issues, risks and challenges, and achieve compliance with government and industry data security 
requirements. 
 

Click here to return to Contents 

Hypertherm Announces the Addition of New Features to ProNest  
29 August 2013 

A new software update to Hypertherm’s ProNest® CAD/CAM software is now available. Hypertherm 
believes these updates will make it even easier for companies that fabricate or cut metal to increase the 
cut quality, productivity, and profitability of their operations. 
 

The update is available at no charge to customers with a current ProNest subscription. Current 
subscribers simply need to log-in to the online Knowledge Base, then select the “download” option. A 
few of the features found in the new update include: 
 

1.    Improvements to the software’s scribe text function so customers can add varied information to 
parts such as a heat number or customer ID. In addition, the new changes allow customers to easily 
select the font they would like to use on their parts. 
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2.    Tab enhancements for people who cut with laser. The enhancements include lead out on tabs, the 
ability set a maximum size for tabbed profiles, and to lock undertravel on start point “tab” leads. 
 

3.    A new opt-in Customer Experience Improvement Program. This voluntary feature collects 
information about ProNest usage in an effort to identify how ProNest may be improved in the future. 
 

“Our culture at Hypertherm is to continuously improve,” explains Derek Weston, the product marketing 
manager for Hypertherm software products. “The people using ProNest software day in and day out are 
a great source of ideas and we work hard to listen to our customers and make improvements they will 
find valuable.” 
 

ProNest has been the industry’s leading nesting software for two decades, offering best-in-class 
performance and reliability with a straight-forward, easy-to-use design. ProNest is also a component of 
Hypertherm’s Built for Business™ Integrated Cutting Solutions, providing support for True Hole®, 
True Bevel™ and Rapid Part™ technologies. 
 

Hypertherm designs and manufactures advanced cutting products for use in a variety of industries such 
as shipbuilding, manufacturing, and automotive repair. Its product line includes handheld and 
mechanized plasma systems and consumables, as well as fiber laser and waterjet products, in addition to 
CNC motion and height controls and CAM cutting software. Hypertherm systems are trusted for 
performance and reliability that result in increased productivity and profitability for hundreds of 
thousands of businesses. The New Hampshire based company’s reputation for cutting innovation dates 
back more than 40 years, to 1968, with Hypertherm’s invention of water injection plasma cutting. The 
associate owned company, consistently named one of the best places to work in America, has more than 
1,300 associates along with operations and partner representation worldwide. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 
Kenesto’s seamless integration overlays Task Management, Workflow, and Enterprise Business 
Collaboration onto Dropbox content   
26 August 2013 

Kenesto Corp., today announced the availability of a seamless integration between its cloud-native 
Business Collaboration solution and Dropbox, the file sharing and synchronization service.  
 

Through Kenesto’s integration with Dropbox, enterprises both large and small can easily include content 
stored in Dropbox within Kenesto’s tasks, workflows and sub-workflow processes, engage in contextual 
conversations around that content, interact securely with their partners and suppliers, and much more -- 
all through Kenesto’s multi-tenant, secure, and enterprise-IT-approved solution.  
 

Additionally, with Kenesto’s native support for 3D CAD models viewing and markup, the integration 
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further builds upon Kenesto’s selection as a Gartner Group Cool Vendor for 2013 in Product Design and 
Lifecycle Management. 
 

“With this seamless integration, we’re extending the concept of sharing files on Dropbox with common 
business concepts through Kenesto’s task management, workflow, and other business-oriented 
collaboration capabilities,” said Stephen Bodnar, Kenesto’s Senior Vice President of Products and 
Strategy.  “While Dropbox is a widely used file sharing solution, too many offerings on the market 
today are either targeted solely at consumers, are too limited in scope to provide appropriate business 
value, or lack IT security robustness.   Kenesto was designed from the outset to provide secure, robust 
business value, while embracing certain ad-hoc and social concepts becoming the norm in the lives of 
today’s users. ” 
 

Kenesto offers a subscription-based professional version of its solution designed for enterprises both 
large and small as well as a free community edition designed for independent contractors, makers and 
others who do not require a separate cloud tenant.  The Kenesto solution is also the perfect complement 
to Dropbox for Business, a version of Dropbox introduced earlier this year, specifically designed for 
business users to more easily share their files. 
 

About Kenesto 

Kenesto is a cloud-based services company, providing a Business Collaboration platform which 
empowers people and teams to improve innovation, communication, productivity, and workflow 
processes.  Kenesto’s solutions are designed for enterprise customers both large and small - please visit 
the Kenesto web site to learn more.  
 

About Dropbox 

Dropbox simplifies millions of people's lives by letting them bring their documents, photos, and videos 
anywhere and share them easily. The service has more than 175 million users in 200 countries and is 
used by over 2 million businesses. Dropbox was founded in San Francisco in 2007 by Drew Houston 
and Arash Ferdowsi.  For more information, please visit https://www.dropbox.com/press. 

Click here to return to Contents 
 

Knovel Launches Marine Engineering & Naval Architecture Subject Area 
28 August 2013 

Knovel, a leader in providing a Web-based application that integrates technical information with 
analytical and search tools, today announced its 32nd subject area: Marine Engineering & Naval 
Architecture. Developed for design engineers in the engineering design & construction and oil & gas 
sectors, the collection helps engineers specify and design ships, marine equipment, and offshore 
structures for longer service lives, more efficient operation, and safer conditions for workers. 
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This subject area will help engineers with: practical design guidance on offshore platform and ship 
design and performance; adapting machinery and equipment for use in marine environments; and 
improving performance of marine engines, pumps, and electronics. It provides examples of how to 
design for ship/wave interaction and offers guidance about the criteria ships and vessels will be graded 
against by the various governmental and private classification agencies. The subject area also covers the 
repair and maintenance of structures, ships and marine equipment -- including cost estimating, 
scheduling and performance criteria. 
Key topics include: 

General References 

Marine Equipment & Electronics 

Offshore Construction 

Propulsion 

Security & Safety 

Ships & Vessels 

Structural Engineering 

"Marine engineering and naval architecture are two topics top of mind for companies looking to address 
concerns about the rising cost of offshore exploration, environmental protection, longevity of offshore 
equipment and installations, worker safety and rising fuel costs," said Meagan Cooke, Knovel's Senior 
Director of Product Management. "Our newest subject area is the perfect complement to any research, 
design or construction projects -- both for vessels and offshore installations." 
 

Key publishers in the new subject area include American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), 
Cambridge University Press, Elsevier, Maritime & Coastguard Agency, PennWell, Royal Institution of 
Naval Architects (RINA), The Society of Naval Architects and Marine Engineers (SNAME), The 
Institution of Engineering and Technology (IET), World Scientific, Editions Technip and Woodhead 
Publishing. 
 

About Knovel 

Part of the Elsevier product portfolio, Knovel is a Web-based application integrating technical 
information with analytical and search tools to drive innovation and deliver answers engineers can trust. 
Knovel users include thousands of engineers and applied scientists worldwide. Knovel has more than 
700 customers worldwide including 74 of the Fortune 500 companies, five of the Top 10 Constituents 
on the FTSE 100 Index and more than 400 leading universities. For more information, visit 
www.knovel.com or call +1 (866) 240-8174. 
 

About Elsevier 

Elsevier is a world-leading provider of scientific, technical and medical information products and 
services. The company works in partnership with the global science and health communities to publish 
more than 2,000 journals, including The Lancet and Cell, and close to 20,000 book titles, including 
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major reference works from Mosby and Saunders. Elsevier's online solutions include ScienceDirect, 
Scopus, SciVal, Reaxys, ClinicalKey and Mosby's Suite, which enhance the productivity of science and 
health professionals, helping research and health care institutions deliver better outcomes more cost-
effectively. 
 

A global business headquartered in Amsterdam, Elsevier employs 7,000 people worldwide. The 
company is part of Reed Elsevier Group PLC, a world leading provider of professional information 
solutions in the Science, Medical, Legal and Risk and Business sectors, which is jointly owned by Reed 
Elsevier PLC and Reed Elsevier NV. The ticker symbols are REN (Euronext Amsterdam), REL 
(London Stock Exchange), RUK and ENL (New York Stock Exchange). 

Click here to return to Contents 

New Creo and Autodesk Courseware from ASCENT- Center for Technical Knowledge(R) Speeds the 
Transition from Learning to Application 
28 August 2013 

Rand Worldwide announced that its courseware division, ASCENT-- Center for Technical Knowledge, 
released several Autodesk Official Training Guides to its Autodesk 2014 courseware line-up. In 
addition, two brand new courseware titles, Creo Simulate: Structural and Thermal Analysis and Inventor 
2014 for Experienced 3D CAD Users, have been added to ASCENT's curriculum line-up. 
 

In addition to authoring Autodesk Official Training Guides (AOTG), ASCENT also authors and 
publishes a wide range of training solutions for leading design engineering software including CATIA, 
Creo and Pro/ENGINEER. ASCENT's Autodesk, Dassault Systèmes and PTC training guides and 
eBooks will be on display at the Virginia Engineers Conference on September, 18-19, 2013. 
 

"In addition to keeping pace with new software releases, our team of technical writers is proud to have 
produced two brand new training guides," says Paul Burden, director of product development, 
ASCENT. "We know our training guides and eBooks hit the mark not just from the positive feedback 
we receive, but because the content created comes directly from listening to participants in our classes, 
conference presentations and our instructors who are plugged into the industry." 
 

In fact, teaching a class became the inspiration for one of ASCENT's latest Autodesk Official Training 
Guides. In a recent post on the ASCENT blog, Jennifer MacMillan, instructional design projects 
manager at ASCENT, explains how an introductory Inventor class she was teaching led to the idea of 
producing the Autodesk Inventor 2014 for Experienced 3D CAD Users training guide. Read Jennifer's 
insights in her recent blog post, Accelerated Inventor Introduction Training. 
New Courseware 

   -- Autodesk Inventor 2014 for Experienced 3D CAD Users is the latest  

      Autodesk Official Training Guide and is available as a Student Guide or  
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      eBook. Downloadable Instructor Tools are also available. As an  

      accelerated introductory training guide, it is specifically designed for  

      Inventor software users who have 3D modeling design experience with other  

      3D CAD software packages such as CATIA, Pro/ENGINEER, Creo Parametric, NX,  

      and SolidWorks. By leveraging past 3D modeling experience, this hands-on,  

      practice-intensive curriculum allows users to quickly acquire the skills  

      needed to create models from conceptual sketching, through to solid  

      modeling, assembly design, and drawing production.  

  

   -- Creo Simulate: Structural and Thermal Analysis covers all the  

      fundamentals, providing students with the knowledge to effectively use  

      Creo Simulate for finite element analysis. By working through real-world  

      scenarios, this hands-on training guide also includes a section  

      specifically dedicated to Thermal Analysis. In addition to the Student  

      Guide and eBook, downloadable Instructor Tools are also available and  

      contain answers to questions throughout the guide, timing suggestions for  

      delivering the course as well as complementary instructor presentation  

      files.  

 

Additional Courseware Releases: 

   -- Autodesk 3ds Max Design 2014 Fundamentals (AOTG)  

    -- Autodesk Navisworks 2014 Essentials (AOTG)  

    -- AutoCAD 2014 3D Drawing and Modeling (AOTG)  

    -- Autodesk Simulation Mechanical 2014 - Part 1 (AOTG)  

    -- Autodesk Simulation Mechanical 2014 - Part 2 (AOTG)  

    -- Autodesk Simulation Moldflow Insight Fundamentals 2014 (AOTG)  

    -- Revit MEP 2014 Fundamentals (Metric) (AOTG)  

 

About ASCENT 

ASCENT- Center for Technical Knowledge develops professional training courseware and technical 
documentation for engineering applications including Autodesk, Dassault Systèmes and PTC. ASCENT 
is an Authorized Author, Publisher and Developer of Autodesk curriculum and the sole provider of 
Autodesk Official Training Guides. ASCENT training guides, eBooks and Instructor Tools are available 
to educational institutions and training centers, individuals and corporations and can be purchased 
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directly from the ASCENT eStore (for volume sales, contact an ASCENT representative). For more 
information visit the ASCENT website and follow ASCENT on Twitter at @ASCENT_CTK. 
 

About Rand Worldwide 

Rand Worldwide is one of the world's leading providers of professional services and technology to the 
engineering community, targeting organizations in the building, infrastructure and manufacturing 
industries. www.rand.com 

Click here to return to Contents 

New Version of Systems Engineering Body of Knowledge now available 
27 August 2013 

A new version of the Guide to the Systems Engineering Body of Knowledge (SEBOK) has been 
released, along with a collaborative space that will allow systems engineers to contribute more directly. 
 

Version 1.1.2 of SEBOK is available at http://www.sebokwiki.org/wiki. The latest version of SEBOK 
includes updated citation information, a Meet the Editors page, and removing of version number 
referencing from the main URL. 
 

The accompanying SEBOK Sandbox, available athttp://www.sebokwiki.org/sandbox, lets members of 
the public edit copies of existing Sebeka articles, submit new material, recommend structural changes, 
and submit comments. 
 

The Sandbox will be monitored by the SEBOK Editorial Board and submissions will be folded into 
future iterations of the SEBOK as appropriate. Any member of the community wishing to provide 
contributions to the SEBOK is encouraged to register for a Sandbox account and reach out to the 
appropriate editor(s) for their areas of interest. For instructions, go to 
http://www.sebokwiki.org/sandbox. 
 

SEBOK consists of seven parts broken into 26 knowledge areas with 112 topics, as well five use cases, 
seven case studies, and six vignettes to illustrate the contents. It includes a 363-entry glossary and 224 
primary references, plus hundreds more additional references. The Guide represents contributions from 
70 authors around the world and comments from hundreds of reviewers. 
 

The SEBOK update was supported by partner organizations the International Council of Software 
Engineering (INCOSE), IEEE Computer Society, IEEE Systems Council, Association for Computing 
Machinery, National Defense Industrial Association, and the Systems Engineering Research Center. 
 

IEEE Computer Society representatives on the project were Kenneth E. Nidiffer, Director of Strategic 
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Plans at the Software Engineering Institute, Carnegie Mellon University; and Dick Fairley, principal 
associate at Software & Systems Engineering Associates and chair of the IEEE Computer Society 
Professional Activities Board Software and Systems Engineering Committee. 
 

The US Office of the Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Systems Engineering, through its 
Systems Engineering Research Center, provided primary funding, with significant contributions in kind 
coming from the authors' home organizations. 
 

About IEEE Computer Society 

IEEE Computer Society is the world's leading computing membership organization and the trusted 
information and career-development source for a global workforce of technology leaders including: 
professors, researchers, software engineers, IT professionals, employers, and students. The unmatched 
source for technology information, inspiration, and collaboration, the IEEE Computer Society is the 
source that computing professionals trust to provide high-quality, state-of-the-art information on an on-
demand basis. The Computer Society provides a wide range of forums for top minds to come together, 
including technical conferences, publications, and a comprehensive digital library, unique training 
webinars, professional training, and the TechLeader Training Partner Program to help organizations 
increase their staff's technical knowledge and expertise. 
The Computer Society is the producer of Rock Stars of Big Data, the must-attend big data event of the 
year. To find out more about the community for technology leaders, visit http://www.computer.org. 

Click here to return to Contents 

  pdf2AutoCAD Plug-in for Autodesk Products available now 
26 August 2013 

Visual Integrity today introduced their new pdf2AutoCAD plug-in, an Autodesk certified App that 
opens and unlocks PDF drawings for editing. 
 

The new pdf2AutoCAD App replaces tracing or manually redrawing a PDF file with fast, reliable vector 
extraction. Using advanced object recognition to create compound CAD objects and precise text strings, 
the pdf2AutoCAD plug-in delivers an accurate DWG drawing true to the original. For optimal 
performance when extracting the drawing, pdf2AutoCAD requires computer-generated PDF files which 
are rich in data. It is not designed to be used with scanned PDF drawings which are flat raster images 
with no data. 
 

The pdf2AutoCAD App is available at the Autodesk Exchange or on the web at www.visual-
integrity.com. It requires an Autodesk product to run, such as AutoCAD, Autodesk Inventor or 
Autodesk Revit. A free trial is available. For additional information contact Visual Integrity at (203) 
847-3355, via email Contact or on-line at www.visual-integrity.com. 

Click here to return to Contents 
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RLM upgrades FashionManager software solution  
27 August 2013 
RLM Apparel Software Systems Inc. announces a host of system wide upgrades for its industry leading 
FashionManager enterprise software solution. Key among the new and advanced capabilities included in 
the update are tools for managing and fulfilling multichannel sales, increasing visibility and managing 
business process workflow, and pre-built integration for third-party ecommerce and logistics systems. 
These and other important features are now available and integrated into the latest release of the all-in-
one Product Lifecycle Management (PLM), Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP), Warehouse 
Management System (WMS), Electronic Data Exchange (EDI), Financials and Enterprise Reporting 
solution. 
 
According to RLM Vice President of Product Development and Partner Rick Lynn, “These 
improvements represent significant advancements for fashion brands and retailers. Driven by our client 
partnerships, we are proud to deliver the functionality that the largest and fastest growing companies 
consider important to their continued success. We know that by focusing on these needs, we will 
continue to enjoy strong demand for our FashionManager solution.” 
 
Examples of the added and extended capabilities in the latest edition of FashionManager include: 
 
Direct-to-Consumer Fulfillment 
 
Suppliers to major retailers can now benefit from built-in integration with the Nordstrom Direct Drop 
Ship Program, Neiman Marcus Direct, and other direct to consumer initiatives. To streamline and 
automate the order and fulfillment process, FashionManager receives orders via EDI and automatically 
creates pick tickets based on available inventory. Should inventory not be available, an 870 cancellation 
notification is transmitted to the retailer. Inventory levels are automatically shared with trading partners 
to ensure accurate and up-to-date status. 
 
Third-Party Systems Integration 
 
FashionManager now has built-in integration with the JOOR wholesale marketplace that enables 
automatic downloading of ERP item masters to JOOR; and uploading of customer orders to the RLM 
Sales Order Module. 
 
A new integration with Orient Overseas Container Line enables communication of ASN’s and other 
shipment information from OOCL directly into the FashionManger Shipment Tracking Module; 
providing the best possible visibility into global shipments. 
 
Integration with the WebLinc eCommerce platform enables online orders to automatically flow into the 
FashionManager WMS for scan picking, packing, and shipment. FashionManager inventory and order 
status is also passed to WebLinc; and ecommerce sales are posted to the FashionManager General 
Ledger where multichannel sales are now consolidated and reported. 
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Process Visibility and Control 
 
The all-new FashionManager Time & Action Task Manager enables companies to create and monitor 
seasonal calendars for all their important processes. It provides full visibility into the status of designs, 
samples, grading, fabric, and any other assigned tasks. Email notifications can be triggered as each task 
is updated. 
 
Additional automatically triggered email notification options now available in FashionManager include 
Order Change Notification, Customer Statements, and daily Customer Invoices. 
 
A new WholesaleFlash Dashboard offers user-configurable views of top accounts, sales by individual 
channels, sales for specific time periods by dollars and units, and a variety of other important 
performance indicators. 

Click here to return to Contents 

SimpleCAD Pulls a Quick Draw on Steel Plus Detailing 
29 August 2013 

SimpleCAD announced this week the release of a structural steel detailing bundle for AutoCAD 2014 
called Steel Plus. 
 

The Steel Detailing Package contains five 2D/ 3D main modules which do the following: 

-- Draw Structural Steel Shapes  

-- Construct Steel Floors & Roof Decks  

-- Create Bolts, Nuts & Washers  

-- Insert Joists & Girders  

-- Welding Symbols 

 

SimpleCAD Director, Erik Z explains: "This AutoCAD utility is very straightforward even for entry 
level CAD users. Little training is required as you simply pick and choose the length and size and sit 
back and watch it do the work for you." 

 

The add-on for AutoCAD dynamically creates steel shapes and other structural elements using menus 
and simple dialog screens designed to maximize workflow. 

 

Erik Z continues: "The Steel PLUS Detailing Bundle offers everything you’ll need to be productive at 
steel detailing. This is truly a remarkable structural steel detailing package for AutoCAD." 

 

About SimpleCAD: 
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Since 1983 SimpleCAD been actively serving the CAD industry. Since this time they have offer various 
CAD solutions, symbol and hatch libraries for various industries. Samples of their software and block 
libraries are always available upon request. 
 

Click here to return to Contents 

 Sync’s QA module reduces errors in apparel making process 
27 August 2013 

Sync is fast becoming the PLM software system of choice for apparel businesses in South Africa, with 
over 80 SA Apparel brands, sourcing & manufacturing companies now using Sync system.  Sync’s QA 
module manages the entire Quality Audit process electronically, drastically reducing the potential for 
errors or delays that so often occur during the fit, seal & pre-production sampling process.  
This module has been recently added to Sync’s existing portfolio of 15 modules to allow for more 
detailed information, quicker decision making & early identification of issues.  Visually appealing 
dashboards are included in the module to give users a comprehensive summarized view of the 
department, highlighting potential late deliveries & allowing management to make necessary 
adjustments to shorten lead times & result in timeous delivery of an order. 
 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) is a top level enterprise strategy that is being used by more & 
more leading retailers & brand manufacturers across the globe as industry pressure increases to produce 
the right products, at the right place, at the right time. 
 

For the apparel industry, implementing a PLM system means successful collaboration of the entire 
business process, providing visibility into the supply chain from conception of a design through to 
completion of the end product. 
 

An effective PLM strategy encourages different teams & departments to synchronize & communicate, 
makes crucial information available at the click of a button & integrates design & product development 
with the rest of the supply chain, making it possible to identify potential delays or problems before they 
actually become such. 
 

In addition, the Task module provides end-to-end visibility and makes it easy to manage the various 
activities performed throughout the process. It enables internal & external users to prioritize their work 
& prompts them to do certain activities on a daily basis, simplifying & streamlining the process & 
ensuring on-time delivery. 
 

Many existing retail systems are not all-encompassing & are missing vital elements such as PLM, Task 
management & Vendor Portals. Sync closes the gap by providing a comprehensive software solution for 
clothing businesses. It can be used on its own or in conjunction with existing software systems to fill the 
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gap & enable companies to adopt a PLM strategy for more streamlined, effective business processes. 
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Tekla BIMsight 1.8 makes BIM collaboration live 
28 August 2013 

Tekla today delivered Tekla BIMsight 1.8, the latest version of its free, easy-to-use software tool for 
building information modeling (BIM) project coordination. The new release augments BIM 
communication features for construction and design professionals in more than 160 countries who have 
taken it into use and opened over 4.5 million models.  
 

Tekla BIMsight is a construction and design coordination tool with emphasis on three Cs: Combining 
models, Checking for conflicts and Communicating. Tekla BIMsight 1.8 concentrates mostly on 
Communication tasks, with new features including live sharing and support for IFC grids. 
 

Making notes in Tekla BIMsight and sharing them with others via email has always been possible but 
now the sharing is easier, faster and more automated: enabling the real-time sharing of notes through the 
Project folder, previously introduced in Tekla BIMsight 1.6. With this feature, users can avoid sending 
or losing e-mails; they can simply write a public note and others will receive it in no time. 
 

The Project folder stores all models and notes about the project, and can reside on a cloud service or on 
a network drive and be used as a project bank. When users are connected to the shared Project folder, 
new public notes and replies will automatically appear to them in Tekla BIMsight. They also will 
receive notifications about new or updated models or can update the models themselves - providing 
everyone in a project team with the same, updated information. 
 

The shared notes themselves have been improved: all data, including color coding and multiple 
snapshots for example are now shared through the Project folder. 
 

Support for grids meets user needs 

 

Support for IFC grids is another major new feature, enabling easy navigation in the model and also on 
site using grids and grid labels. Users can now snap to gridlines, measure structures using them and of 
course hide them and show only relevant grid elevations. Grids also make model positioning and 
combining models much easier than before. 
 

"We have received multiple request and entries to our Tekla BIMsight idea forum about adding the grid 
support. We really listen to our user community, and we understood that grid support was important to 
them, so we decided to add this functionality to the new version," explained Tekla BIMsight Marketing 
Manager Jussi Ketoja. 



CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 69 

 

Tekla BIMsight 1.8 can be downloaded for free at www teklabimsight.com. Video tutorials and an 
online community make it easy for anyone to get started visualizing and communicating with building 
information models. 
 

Click here to return to Contents 
 
Total Nesting Automation now Available for SMP/IS Software from Merry Mechanization, Inc 
28 August 2013 

Merry Mechanization, Inc. is proud to announce the release of an advanced nesting software solution 
called Total Nesting Automation for all sheet metal programming needs. 
 

Total Nesting Automation is specifically designed to process parts from beginning to end without the 
need for users to intervene at all. A large number of CAD files or existing SMP/IS parts can be added to 
the CAD file list by the user in question. All that is left is to specify exactly how the parts need to be 
both programmed and nested. A single button click is all that the user needs to perform to make sure that 
the process is carried through to completion. 
 

Total Nesting Automation also gives users complete control over all aspects of the process. Users can 
specify how to track CAD files, how repositions and various other elements should be handled and even 
how to AutoPunch and AutoLaser the parts during the process. 
 

The Total Nesting Automation process begins by giving the application a list of the parts that will use a 
single profile. A profile is another term for the “Part Details” section of the application and requires 
users to provide information like the type of material being used, the title block and information about 
the specific machine that will be used in the process. Each profile that the user creates can be saved for 
use at a later date. Once the CAD files or existing SMP/IS parts have been specified and the appropriate 
profile has been selected, all the user needs to do is click the “Run Jobs” button. The Total Nesting 
Automation process will take care of the rest, both programming and nesting parts with great efficiency. 
 

The Total Nesting Automation process can help save a great deal of money by freeing up employees to 
use their resources in other avenues. Merry Mechanization, Inc. representatives have said that “our 
nesting solutions have saved metal fabricators millions of dollars.” This allows shops to keep up with 
the demands of today’s manufacturing environment and increase productivity while actually reducing 
the amount of manpower that is required. 
 

For small job shops, large manufacturing corporations, and everything in between, the Total Nesting 
Automation process from Merry Mechanization, Inc. is by far the best way to increase productivity 
without increasing manpower and to make sure that sheet metal shops continue producing great 
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products. 
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Visual 2000 Unveils Major PLM and ERP Releases at Global Partner Event 
26 August 2013 

In conjunction with its recent Global Partner Week event, Visual 2000 International Inc. has released 
major new versions of its Visual PLM.net® (V5) and Visual ERP.net™ (V8) fashion software. Held 
earlier this month, the annual business strategy and product road map meeting was attended by Visual 
2000 teams and business partners from Australia, Canada, France, United Kingdom, United States, and 
other countries. In addition to a host of all-new and extended capabilities, the new software releases 
feature improved usability, expanded dashboard visualization and reporting, and advanced integration 
with Microsoft® productivity tools. 
 

According to Charles Benoualid, Vice President of R&D, “These new releases represent significant 
advancements that will enable our clients to meet the fast-changing demands of the global fashion 
business. As core components of the Visual End-2-End™ fashion IT platform, we continue to make 
significant investments in our PLM and ERP capabilities and integration to ensure that our clients can 
achieve and sustain a competitive edge. In doing so, we keep Visual 2000 at the forefront of fashion 
technology.” 
 

To foster greater team and vendor collaboration, Visual PLM.net V5 offers full integration with 
Microsoft Exchange Server. This enables companies to leverage expanded workflow, calendaring, alerts 
and notification capabilities in the software through their Microsoft Outlook® software. The leading 
Product Lifecycle Management solution also gets a host of new Document Management (DOCM) tools 
that includes optical character recognition capabilities. New Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) that 
track the number of product iterations, adopted designs, and top sellers to help clients measure their 
Return on Investment in PLM. The Pantone® color libraries are also now available in Visual PLM.net. 
 

Offering deep integration with the Microsoft Office 2013 suite, Visual ERP.net V8 gets an entirely-new 
user interface that leverages the familiar ribbon-style menu layout to provide greater visibility and 
simplify navigation. A new Customer Relationship Management (CRM) module provides automatically 
triggered event emails and notifications to select clients and team members. Event-triggered automation 
has been added to allow shipping, Visual WebStore or consumer websites, and other EDI information to 
be automatically brought into the Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) system. Visual ERP.net also 
features expanded built-in dashboard presentation capabilities that can be configured to specific job 
roles and responsibilities. 
 

Visual 2000 software modules are available as stand-alone systems or natively integrated as part of the 
Visual End-2-End™ fashion solution. Both of the new releases are now generally available worldwide. 
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About Visual 2000 

Visual 2000 International Inc. develops and markets comprehensive software solutions for the apparel 
and other fashion-related industries. The company’s flagship Visual End-2-End™ Solution combines 
Product Lifecycle Management (PLM), Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP), Supply Chain 
Management (SCM), Warehouse Management System (WMS), business intelligence (BI), sales force 
automation (SFA), customer relationship management (CRM), and E-Commerce (ECOM) capabilities 
in a single, integrated solution that enables retailers, brands, and manufacturers to gain visibility and 
control across the entire concept-to-consumer fashion lifecycle. 
 

Visual 2000 products leverage leading-edge Microsoft® technologies such as SQL Server®, .NET® 
framework, and the Silverlight® development platform. Headquartered in Montreal, Visual 2000 
maintains offices and distribution channels in Canada, United States, Europe, and China. For more 
information, visit http://www.visual-2000.com. 
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