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CIMdata News 
Future-Proofing Your PLM Investment: a CIMdata Commentary  
12 September 2013 
 
Key takeaways: 

• Getting the most from your PLM investment requires being able to sustain your PLM 
environment well into the future—through upgrades, expansions as well as mergers and 
acquisitions 

• Future-proofing means having the ability to address evolving business challenges without major 
disruption in a cost effective manner 

• Future-proofing your PLM environment so that it is sustainable requires addressing multiple 
factors including architecture, technology, implementation, and support 

 
Introduction 
Corporate investments in PLM are continuing to grow—not just in the capital funds spent, but also in 
changing the way in which the business works, including process changes, cultural changes, operational 
changes, partnership changes, and others. Too often, a company embarks on a PLM strategy, but finds 
that as time goes by, the environment and changes they originally implemented—no matter how well 
planned initially—do not meet their current needs as their products and their business model changes to 
keep up with the demands of the market. As a result, companies are asking, “how future-proof is my 
PLM environment?”  
 
Companies want to know that the investments they are making now will be usable and of value in the 
future. They want to know and be assured that they can sustain their PLM environment as their business 
reacts to the inevitable changes they will face. This has led many companies to reevaluate what they 
need to consider when making PLM-related decisions, implementations, and associated upgrades to 
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protect and leverage their investments. CIMdata has been studying this issue for some time and has 
identified a set of characteristics (illustrated in Figure 1) that CIMdata believes impact PLM 
sustainability.  

 
 
Figure 1—Driving Factors for PLM Sustainability and Future-Proofing 
Each of these characteristics impact how well a PLM environment will carry forward—i.e., how 
sustainable it will be. Creating a sustainable environment requires investment in technological solutions, 
architectures, and platforms as well as careful implementation planning, deployment, and on-going 
support. 
 
To address their customers’ needs for sustainable PLM environments, Siemens PLM Software 
(Siemens) is working to improve their solutions’ sustainability through a strategy they call “future-
proofing.”  
 
Future-Proofing PLM 
A future-proof PLM architecture must be able to support change in the context of an enterprise 
deployment with minimal disruption of the business. While this is occurring, the cost of ownership must 
be maintained at an optimal level of return on investment even through changes in business models, 
expansions, mergers, and acquisitions.  

• Using solutions that help a company future-proof its investment is a key to success. But these 
solutions must also be implemented and supported in a future-proof manner. Several factors need 
to be addressed to future-proof and sustain a PLM environment. The following are some of the 
major considerations: 

• Use solutions that are open for integration and built on industry standards that better enable 
information and functions to interact with other systems and are easier to upgrade in the future. 
Generally, companies require solutions that support heterogeneous mixes of applications that 
provide long-term flexibility and make it easier to collaborate with partners, suppliers, and 
customers. 

• Deploy solutions that are architected and built modularly to support continuous implementation 
and upgrades. This enables upgrades or new functionality to be added as required without having 
to update the entire environment simultaneously. It also enables functionality from third-party 
solution providers to be incorporated more easily. 
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• While most modern PLM solutions will scale, the solutions to be implemented should be 
validated with regard to their ability to scale in both scope and size without restricting how they 
will be used—numbers and types of users, locations, functionality, etc. 

• Solutions should ensure that users can effectively access and use the PLM environment from 
wherever they are located at any time with any of their preferred devices (e.g., smart phone, 
tablet, laptop, desktop). To be most effective, personnel need to be able not only to access the 
information but also utilize the full capability of the PLM solutions regardless of location or 
device being used. 

 
Siemens has recognized the needs of their customers for a sustainable or, in their terms, a future-proof 
PLM environment. They have a strategy and programs in place to address these issues and are 
architecting their solutions accordingly. The following section discusses Siemens future-proofing 
approach to PLM sustainability. 
 
Siemens’ Future-Proof Approach 
Siemens states that they are building their PLM solutions on four technology-focused cornerstones that 
create a future-proof architecture designed to best support evolution while minimizing the total cost of 
ownership. Siemens says their approach to architecture is “organic” and emphasizes modularity of 
components to enable incremental replacement of elements and resulting in a stable, robust IT 
environment for PLM applications. Siemens’ objective is to address the IT complexity inherent in a 
comprehensive PLM environment and help companies achieve operational simplicity. The architecture 
is designed so that their customers can more easily maintain, customize, and upgrade their PLM 
environment to take advantage of new technologies and applications for maximum business 
productivity. CIMdata believes that these technology-focused cornerstones are encompassed within our 
definition of PLM sustainability as shown in Figure 1. 
 
Siemens defines the cornerstones of a future-proof PLM architecture as: 

• Open—An enterprise PLM solution needs to use open standards and protocols so that 
information from any source can be shared and reused across the entire enterprise without losing 
fidelity.  

• Scalable—Enterprise PLM solutions need to be scalable for any size user base and provide the 
performance needed for maximum user efficiency. 

• Compatible—Enterprise PLM must be compatible with a broad range of technologies and 
support all types of IT platforms and operating systems. 

• Configurable—PLM deployments need to be easily configured so that they can be adapted to a 
dynamic business environment and changing enterprise needs. 

 
Open: Siemens strives to deliver a portfolio of PLM components that offer customers, including 
competitors, a level playing field when it comes to PLM interoperability and core functionality. These 
components include: Parasolid, D-Cubed, PLM Vis, Kineo, and Geolus. Additionally, Siemens 
publishes the JT file format, which has been accepted by ISO as ISO 14306:2012—a global standard for 
sharing and visualizing 3D data, and PLM XML, which provides a collaborative data sharing protocol 
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for PLM applications.  
 
Siemens also participates in the ProSTEP iViP Codex of PLM Openness initiative as part of the core 
team that helps formulate openness policies with respect to PLM interoperability, infrastructure, 
extensibility, standards, and partnerships. By participating, Siemens voluntarily pledges to adhere to the 
codex to the benefit of the entire PLM community. CIMdata believes that as the codex becomes more 
completely defined and supported, codex-compliant solutions will be able to more easily interact with 
other applications, such as those from multiple competitors, and make it simpler for companies to 
deploy and maintain sustainable, heterogeneous PLM environments. 
 
Scalable: Siemens has chosen to achieve scalability by architecting computationally intensive 
applications for high performance so they support multi-core processers, and deliver optimized database 
response times. Siemens 4th Generation Design and NX CAD/CAM/CAE systems are examples of high 
performance tools that utilize these techniques to maximize performance. CIMdata believes that these 
types of solutions help provide the scalability companies need to ensure their PLM environments can 
support the demands of a growing business and expanding use of PLM across the extended enterprise. 
 
Compatible: Siemens’ solutions can be implemented using a broad range of IT platforms including 
those based on technology from Amazon, IBM and Microsoft. Siemens applications can be hosted on-
premise or deployed on a cloud either internally or through a service provider. Integration of Enterprise 
applications like SAP, Oracle, and multiple manufacturing execution systems is supported and 
aggregated data is accessible through Teamcenter search services or through direct integration. Siemens 
states that all PLM applications are designed to be easily “versioned up” without losing any data and, 
where appropriate, support standard Internet protocols like LDAP and reverse proxy for secure data 
sharing. CIMdata thinks that the ability to run your PLM environment on multiple IT platforms can 
better enable customers to sustain that environment through mergers and acquisitions and technology 
evolutions. 
 
Configurable: Siemens is providing a variety of tools to help customers configure their PLM solutions 
to adapt to a dynamic business environment and changing enterprise needs. The Teamcenter Business 
Modeler helps ensure that Teamcenter can be fine-tuned to meet a company’s business objectives 
without writing code that would need to be rewritten during future upgrades. Teamcenter Global 
Services provides a set of connector building blocks that can be used to configure custom integrations 
for legacy and 3rd-party systems to enable data retrieval from multiple sources, and support data 
synchronization and propagation of workflows across multiple applications. The ability to configure 
your PLM environment without having to re-do the work at each upgrade is another factor CIMdata 
considers important in creating a cost effective sustainable environment. 
 
Finally, Siemens states that their PLM architecture is designed to provide an IT environment that 
maximizes operational simplicity and enables upgrades and customization with minimal effort. A PLM 
enterprise with these characteristics is designed to be “future-proof” and provide the enterprise with the 
tools and information needed to maximize productivity and minimize total cost of ownership.  
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Summary 
Ensuring that a PLM investment is future-proof requires upfront planning, selection of technologies and 
solutions designed to be sustainable, and the proper implementation and support of both technology and 
processes. Successful execution will result in significant time and cost savings well into the future. It is 
important that companies evaluate their PLM investments with respect to the sustainability factors and 
the four cornerstones of future-proofing so that these investments will meet corporate return on 
investment objectives and provide the company a competitive advantage.  
 
Siemens has used the four cornerstones of future-proofing as a roadmap for the development and 
implementation of their PLM solutions to help their customers address the IT complexity inherent in a 
comprehensive PLM environment and achieve operational simplicity. Siemens’ PLM solution 
architecture is designed to help customers more easily configure, deploy, maintain, and upgrade their 
PLM environment to take advantage of new technologies and applications for maximum business 
productivity. CIMdata supports Siemens’ efforts to future-proof their solutions, which in turn should 
significantly help companies sustain their PLM environment in a cost effective manner. 
 
About CIMdata 
CIMdata, an independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize an 
enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 
Product Lifecycle Management (PLM). CIMdata provides world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-
practice methods on PLM. CIMdata also offers research, subscription services, publications, and 
education through international conferences. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website 
at http://www.CIMdata.com or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108, 
USA. Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV Weert, The 
Netherlands. Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 
 

Click here to return to Contents 
 

SolidWorks 2014 Revealed: a CIMdata Commentary  
12 September 2013 
 
Key takeaways: 

• SolidWorks 2014 delivers solution enhancements that will please the existing customer base 
• Executives updated industry analysts on progress with SolidWorks’ new Mechanical Conceptual 

solution, now in select customer’s hands 
 
On September 10, 2013, Dassault Systèmes announced the latest revision to their design-focused 
solution, SolidWorks 2014. Prior to the formal announcement, SolidWorks CEO Bertrand Sicot hosted a 
small gathering of industry analysts to demonstrate key enhancements to the solution, and to discuss the 
company’s ongoing development strategy. Mr. Sicot, accompanied by Gian Paolo Bassi, Vice President 
of Product Management, opened the event at the new SolidWorks campus in Waltham, Massachusetts 

http://www.cimdata.com/
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by reminding attendees that this year marks the twentieth anniversary of SolidWorks. Since 1993 the 
SolidWorks community has grown to over 180 thousand customers and 2.1 million users. 
 
On the business side, Mr. Sicot noted that SolidWorks’ revenue now accounts for 20% of their parent 
company Dassault Systèmes’ annual income. He spoke of their “heavy investment” in existing 
relationships with value added resellers (VARs) and of plans to get closer to their end-user base. 
Currently they are “building a connection” to users by sponsoring MySolidWorks.com, a service that 
allows users to aggregate company and community knowledge. MySolidWorks.com can draw relevant 
information (forum discussions, blog posts, YouTube, Twitter, help files, and more) into a single view. 
SolidWorks hopes to leverage this community knowledge to better understand customer needs and to 
deliver improved content. 
 
Mr. Sicot explained SolidWorks’ view on a number of industry trends in a relaxed and open discussion 
with the analysts. He first articulated their view on mobility, a trend seen in all products, not just in CAD 
and PLM. He indicated that SolidWorks will not release a simple list of mobile apps, but rather will 
focus on use-case scenarios where mobile computing can help. In addition, rather than blindly 
implement applications that run in the cloud, SolidWorks’ position was best described as a belief in 
“connected devices,” which use the cloud when appropriate. 
 
SolidWorks executives updated analysts on their in-development solution—SolidWorks Mechanical 
Conceptual. This new offering was built upon Dassault Systèmes’ 3DExperience platform and is the 
company’s attempt to resolve the industry’s lack of conceptual design applications. The 3DExperience 
platform uses the convergence geometric modeler (CGM) that is also used in CATIA. Unfortunately, no 
demonstration was provided in this session. The software is reportedly being tested by ten select 
customers who are evaluating the product’s capabilities. The test phase is expected to include additional 
users, and feedback will determine the software’s readiness. No planned release date was given. 
 
Aaron Kelly, Vice President, User Experience & Product Portfolio, and his team, demonstrated many of 
the enhancements to be found in the SolidWorks 2014 release. Improvements included advances in 
geometric modeling shape control with conic fillets and a new style spline, and sketching and drawing 
additions. Previously, they noted, users had to redefine constraints when sketch geometry needed to be 
replaced. SolidWorks 2014 facilitates smooth replacement without re-constraining.  



CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 8 

 
 
New CONIC FILLET Controls Allow Constant- or Variable-Radius Conic Blends 
Additional enhancements have been made to assembly performance and visualization (improved Section 
View speed; rotation added in Explode Steps); design communication and collaboration (eDrawings 
mobile support for Android devices; eDrawings for SolidWorks Electrical schematics); and streamlined 
workflow in SolidWorks Enterprise PDM (automated cache management to cache and clear specified 
folders at user log-in and log-off). 
 
CIMdata respects the attention SolidWorks is giving to the needs of their current user base with the 
many enhancements found in SolidWorks 2014. CIMdata believes, however, that the lack of a new 
attention-grabbing capability in the release represents a missed opportunity for SolidWorks to regain 
some industry mindshare. The internal focus on the new SolidWorks Mechanical Conceptual solution is 
likely the reason. Regardless, CIMdata welcomes the honest dialog with SolidWorks executives and 
looks forward to their next twenty years of delivering enabling solutions to the product design 
community. 
 
About CIMdata 
CIMdata, an independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize an 
enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 
Product Lifecycle Management (PLM). CIMdata provides world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-
practice methods on PLM. CIMdata also offers research, subscription services, publications, and 
education through international conferences. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website 
at http://www.CIMdata.com or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108, 
USA. Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV Weert, The 
Netherlands. Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 
 

http://www.cimdata.com/
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Acquisitions 
3D Systems Acquires The Sugar Lab 
10 September 2013 
 
3D Systems announced today that it has acquired The Sugar Lab, a start-up micro-design firm based in 
Los Angeles, California, dedicated to 3D printing customized, multi-dimensional, edible confections in 
real sugar. The terms of the transaction were not disclosed. The Sugar Lab adopted 3D Systems’ Color 
Jet Printing (CJP) technology to print on a sugar bed using different flavored edible binders that meet all 
food safety requirements. 3D Systems plans to immediately integrate The Sugar Lab 3D printing 
technique into its professional and consumer content-to-print platforms with a variety of production-
quality applications as well as the ability to 3D print indulgences at home. 
 
“The overlap of technology, food and art is so rich, and the potential for customization and innovation is 
limitless,” said Liz von Hasseln, cofounder of the Sugar Lab.  Existing commercial applications for 
printable sugar include complex sculptural cakes for weddings and special events that are made possible 
only with 3D printing, and customizable confections for bake shops and restaurants. Continued von 
Hasseln, “We see our technology quickly evolving into a variety of flavors and foods, powered by real 
food printers for professionals and consumers alike and we could not think of a more qualified partner 
than 3D Systems to help make that a reality.” 
 
“I believe there is a social covenant for indulgence that begins with desserts and The Sugar Lab will 
accelerate our ability to bring edible 3D printables to the masses while empowering chefs, restaurateurs 
and confectioners with never before explored digital creation tools for food,” said Avi Reichental, 
President and CEO of 3D Systems. “We are absolutely thrilled to partner with two kindred spirits; Liz 
and Kyle von Hasseln to quickly re-purpose our core 3D Systems print technology and jointly create 
delicious, custom confections.” 
 
Explore the almost unlimited possibilities of 3D printed edibles at 3DSystems.com. 
 

Click here to return to Contents 
 

PTC Expands Technology Deployment Options with Acquisition of Hosting Provider NetIDEAS 
10 September 2013 
 
PTC today announced it has acquired long-time partner NetIDEAS, Inc., a leading provider of software 
hosting and technical consulting services specializing in the areas of product development and product 
lifecycle management (PLM). 

http://www.3dsystems.com/
http://www.the-sugar-lab.com/
http://www.3dsystems.com/
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ptc.com%2F&esheet=50704377&newsitemid=20130910005181&lan=en-US&anchor=PTC&index=1&md5=882aa4e86dce48e28d199cd3769d3138
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.netideasinc.com%2F&esheet=50704377&newsitemid=20130910005181&lan=en-US&anchor=NetIDEAS%2C+Inc.&index=2&md5=d0efcdeedc16ec72fa158fceff3646c1


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 10 

 
Headquartered in Marlton, New Jersey, NetIDEAS has worked with PTC for over a decade to provide 
secure, reliable hosting environments for companies that require turn-key PLM applications to support 
their complex, dynamic operations. 
 
“Today is the culmination of a relationship more than a decade strong, and I believe this is an exciting 
opportunity for PTC, its customers, and the industry,” stated Marc Diouane, Executive Vice President, 
Global Services & Partners at PTC. “This next stage of our relationship will yield positive benefits for 
the industry, as PTC guides its customers along multiple deployment paths to maximum technology 
value.” 
 
Since 2000, NetIDEAS has served as PTC’s preferred hosting solution provider, offering PTC 
Windchill® solutions in a hosted environment to customers across a wide range of industries. In June, 
NetIDEAS added PTC Windchill Quality Solutions™ to its portfolio of PTC hosted solutions. 
 
“By partnering with PTC over the last decade, thousands of users worldwide have come to trust our 
highly available and secure hosting infrastructure to meet their PLM needs,” said Tom Rassmann, 
NetIDEAS President and CTO. “Our companies share great operational synergies as a result of our 
mutual history, and we look forward to continuing to help customers leverage the speed and efficiency 
of hosted application deployments.” 
 

Click here to return to Contents 

SAP Extends the Power of Predictive Analytics to Unlock Big Data with Acquisition of KXEN 
10 September 2013 
 
SAP AG announced plans to acquire KXEN, a provider of predictive analytics technology for line-of-
business users and analysts. The addition of KXEN promises powerful and easy-to-use predictive 
capabilities for the extensive customer base of industry-leading cloud and on-premise solutions from 
SAP. The combination of KXEN with the advanced analytics, agile visualization and enterprise business 
intelligence capabilities from SAP, along with the SAP HANA® platform is intended to help companies 
to harness big data, engage users across the enterprise and aims to execute before their competitors to 
gain advantages they never thought possible. 
 
The market for predictive analytics software is estimated to be worth US$2 billion today and is expected 
to exceed US$3 billion in 2017. With increasingly pervasive big data environments, companies must not 
only sense the present but see the future and proactively shape it to their advantage. KXEN technology 
extends predictive analytics tools beyond data scientists to line-of-business users and analysts in the 
workplace by automating key modeling and analytical tasks and enabling faster deployment and 
adoption. 
 
“With increased demand for actionable insights from ever-growing volumes of data, broader access to 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ptc.com%2Fsolutions%2Fproduct-lifecycle-management%2F&esheet=50704377&newsitemid=20130910005181&lan=en-US&anchor=PLM&index=3&md5=412e86010b59b53a9cf2a64b8c52f71a
http://www.sap.com/
http://www.kxen.com/
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predictive analytics is key,” said Henry Morris, senior vice president for Worldwide Software and 
Services Research, IDC. “KXEN supports this objective by moving predictive analytics into the cloud 
and inside of the enterprise applications most popular with end users.” 
 
KXEN is intended to complement existing advanced analytics from SAP, including SAP® Predictive 
Analysis software, a workbench for defining, executing and visualizing predictive analysis. The 
predictive technology can be used to enhance the value of core SAP applications for managing 
operations, customer relationships, supply chains, risk and fraud. Additionally, the company plans to 
incorporate KXEN technology into cloud and on-premise SAP applications built on SAP HANA, 
including the SAP® Fraud Management analytic application, SAP® Smart Meter Analytics software 
and the SAP® 360 Customer solution. This is aiming to help customers use predictive analytics and data 
mining to make better decisions on petabytes of big data. The acquisition is expected to allow SAP to 
introduce new predictive capabilities to the portfolio of solutions for more than 25 industries, 
particularly data-intensive vertical industries such as telecommunications, retail, consumer products, 
manufacturing and financial services. 
 
“The compelling combination of KXEN with market-leading analytics and business intelligence 
solutions from SAP intends to deliver the capability organizations need to innovate for growth in high-
volume data environments,” said Michael Reh, executive vice president, Business Information 
Technology, Products & Innovation, SAP. “Just as SAP is revolutionizing visualization, KXEN will 
allow us to bring predictive analytics to more business users, enabling easier-to-adopt solutions and the 
delivery of greater value via SAP solutions.” 
 
With headquarters in San Francisco and major operating locations in Paris and London, KXEN provides 
predictive analytic tools and applications that automate the end-to-end modeling process, helping to 
deliver highly accurate and robust predictive models. Its award-winning solutions replace the classic 
model creation process, which is manual, repetitive and prone to human errors. KXEN’s flagship 
product, InfiniteInsight® , is able to deliver orders of magnitude improvements in speed and agility to 
optimize steps in the customer life cycle- including acquisition, cross-sell, up-sell, recommendation, 
retention and next-best activity, as well as across the business for risk, fraud and operations. 
 
“We are excited to integrate our leading predictive analytics capabilities with market-leading enterprise 
BI and agile visualization platforms from SAP, which we expect will result in unmatched analytics 
breadth and depth in the marketplace,” said John Ball, CEO, KXEN. “Our customers were increasingly 
asking us to focus on predictive applications that could be easily consumed by the business, both in the 
cloud and on premise. The real-time big data capabilities of SAP HANA make it the ideal platform to 
deliver on this vision.” 
 
SAP expects the transaction to close in the fourth quarter of 2013. 
 

Click here to return to Contents 

http://www.kxen.com/News+and+Events/News+and+Events/Press+and+News/Press/2013-08-15-VENTANA+AWARD
http://www.kxen.com/Products


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 12 

Company News 
Aras Expands Executive Team and Announces New Job Openings 
11 September 2013 
 
Aras® today announced that the company has expanded its executive management team and announced 
a series of new career opportunities throughout the global organization to accommodate growing 
demand for the Aras PLM solution. The company is actively recruiting in the areas of international 
marketing, software development, consulting and technical services. 
 
Complete Job Listings at http://www.aras.com/company/careers.aspx  
 
Aras recently appointed John Sperling to Vice President of Product Management and Rob McAveney to 
Chief Architect. John Sperling has been overseeing the development of engineering applications and 
integrations at Aras for the past two and a half years. Prior to joining Aras, John was Director of Product 
Management for Engineering Collaboration and Enterprise Visualization at Oracle, where he drove 
strategic product vision, and managed a global development team and network of integration partners to 
multi-million dollar growth across his product portfolio. In his new role, John will lead the Aras Product 
Management team in the development of new products, solutions and platforms. 
 
For the past 10 years, Rob McAveney has been a driving force in the development of Aras Innovator. 
Prior to joining Aras, Rob was with Boeing and Eigner & Partner (acquired by Oracle Agile), a PLM 
software provider, where he architected business solutions for some of the world's largest manufacturing 
companies. In his new role, Rob will define the roadmap, requirements and specifications for Aras 
product development. 
 
“Aras is building the next generation of PLM that goes beyond engineering to the global supply chain, 
manufacturing, quality and more, and we’re putting together a world class team of the PLM industry’s 
top performers to assure our success and that of our customers,” said Peter Schroer President of Aras. 
“Our technology and business innovations will make Aras tomorrow’s PLM market leader, and we’re 
committed to making our company the best place to work in the PLM industry.” 
 
Join The Aras Team 
Aras is currently recruiting for the following positions: 

• Principal Software Developers 
• Software Solutions Engineers 
• Technical Writer 
• Product Managers 
• Associate Consultants, MCAD Integrations 
• Associate Consultants, EDA/ECAD Integrations 

http://www.aras.com/company/careers.aspx
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• Associate Consultants, Configuration Management 
• Associate Consultants, Manufacturing Solutions 
• Associate Consultants, Quality Compliance Solutions 
• Associate Consultants, PLM Implementations  
• Marketing Manager, Japan 
• Marketing Manager, DACH Region 
• Senior Customer Marketing Writer 

 
Aras is centrally located in Brickstone Square in Andover, Massachusetts, near the intersection of I-495 
and I-93 - ideally situated for PLM professionals that live in Greater Boston north and southern New 
Hampshire. The campus offers catered corporate cafeteria, gym, dry cleaning service and daycare. Aras 
is an equal opportunity employer. Learn more and see complete position listings 
at http://www.aras.com/company/careers.aspx  
 

Click here to return to Contents 

Delcam hosts Asian Technical Summit in Thailand 
11 September 2013 
 
Delcam held its 2013 Asian Technical Summit in Thailand last month, where the company presented its 
latest technical and financial news to the technical media, customers and academics from the 
region.  Headline sponsor for the meeting, the thirteenth in the series, was HP, with the event also being 
supported by ABB Robots, Castrol, Mazak, Renishaw and Sandvik. 
 
The main focus of the Delcam presentations at the Summit was on the latest versions of Delcam’s range 
of CAM systems that are due to be launched at the EMO exhibition in Germany later this 
month.  Updates were also included on the other software in the Delcam portfolio, including the 
company’s design and inspection programs, plus its dedicated software for the footwear, orthotics and 
dental industries.  Recent progress in the use of robots for machining was covered in presentations from 
Delcam and from ABB Robots. 
 
The programme also included a visit to three factories within the Thai Summit Group, Delcam’s largest 
customer in Thailand, where delegates were shown how the software is used in the manufacture of a 
wide range of tooling, principally for the automotive industry.  Another highlight was a visit to the 
Mazak (Thailand) Technology Center.  This included demonstrations of milling, turning and multi-
tasking equipment, all programmed with Delcam software, plus an example of On-Machine Verification 
using Renishaw probes and programming with Delcam’s PowerINSPECT inspection software. 
 
The programme also included presentations from three Delcam customers, Li Xinbo of First Auto 
Works and Yin Lu of Harbin Aircraft Industry, who described the use of Delcam’s PowerMILL CAM 
software within their organisations, and Assoc. Prof. Dr. Surasith Piyasin from the Department of 

http://www.aras.com/company/careers.aspx
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Mechanical Engineering at Khon Kaen University, who talked about his use of Delcam software in 
medical applications. 
 
During the Summit, Delcam announced that it had added its 45,000th customer – PT Astra Honda Motor 
in Indonesia.  A plaque marking this landmark sale was presented by H.E. Mr. Mark Kent, British 
Ambassador to Thailand, to Bambang Nugroho, General Manager of Delcam Indonesia, at the Summit 
Dinner sponsored by HP. 
 
The Summit came during a very successful year for Delcam Thailand, which has seen sales increase by 
more than one third over 2012.  The company now has more than 450 customers, mainly in the 
toolmaking industry but also in the automotive, footwear and dental sectors.  It has had particular 
success with PowerINSPECT with customers including the local manufacturing operations of Honda, 
Toyota, Mitsubishi Motors, Suzuki and Electrolux. 
 

Click here to return to Contents 

Geometric Makes Equity Investment in Anark Corporation 
10 September 2013 
 
Geometric Limited and Anark Corporation, a provider of automated 3D CAD visualization solutions, 
today announced the expansion of their strategic partnership with an equity investment by Geometric's 
wholly owned subsidiary, Geometric Americas, Inc. The agreement will further extend the companies' 
capabilities to deliver a world class Model Based Enterprise (MBE) authoring and publishing solution, 
Anark Core MBEWeb, which is powered by Geometric's Glovius®, an easy to use and customizable 
viewer application that enables downstream users to view high fidelity 3D data from anywhere, anytime.  
 
The companies plan to expand their global sales and marketing collaboration and jointly target 
enterprise manufacturers within the aerospace, defense, automotive and industrial sectors. This will be 
achieved through development of a joint product roadmap that will focus on market needs and deliver a 
highly effective and cost efficient solution for publishing and consumption of 3D documents by users in 
manufacturing, inspection, and purchasing.  
 
"This new phase of our strategic partnership with Geometric is a key supporting component of Anark's 
long term growth strategy, as well as its vision of driving customer value via highly effective and cost 
efficient Model Based Enterprise solutions," said Stephen Collins President and CEO of Anark 
Corporation. "The response by Geometric and Anark customers to MBEWeb has been resoundingly 
positive, and this extension of our technology collaboration with Geometric will provide us with greater 
resources and a strong channel and integration partner who shares our commitment to empowering the 
Model Based Enterprise."  
 
"We are seeing an increasing need within our customer base for consumption of 3D product data by 
non-engineering departments, and introduced a multi-platform and extensible visualization solution, 
Glovius to address it. Our investment in Anark towards our joint solution for MBE will help us address 
this growing market more effectively," said Manu Parpia, CEO of Geometric Limited. "We work closely 

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?Anark/5cfc3c41ad/abb411aba0/9b11998785
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with engineering teams of global manufacturers providing them with PLM and engineering solutions. 
The addition of this capability allows the downstream users in our customer organizations to access 3d 
data with ease."  
 

Click here to return to Contents 
 

James Coppinger Joins AMS as Director of AEC Solutions 
13 September 2013 
 
AMS CAD +CAFM Solutions is proud to welcome James Coppinger as the firm’s Director of AEC 
Solutions. In this position, Mr. Coppinger will be responsible for developing the new AEC Solutions 
division to provide consulting, technical sales, training, and support for Civil-Infrastructure and 
Architectural clients. He will also be responsible for directing all staff, marketing, and day to day 
operations of the AEC Solutions group. With this key personnel addition, AMS is opening a new 
support line for the AEC community that focuses primarily on the operational support needs of our 
clients, instead of the software sales focus that is so prevalent in the industry. Mr. Coppinger’s extensive 
background in managing CAD and Document Management operations for large design firms gives him 
a unique perspective in this area that will be invaluable to AMS clients. 
 
James brings 25 years of CAD experience in both the civil and architectural disciplines, including 
working the last twelve years as CAD/Training Manager for Maser Consulting, P.A., one of the largest 
civil engineering firms on the east coast. “I am very excited to be joining AMS,” says Mr. Coppinger, 
“having worked closely with them for the last decade, I know the level of excellence this firm strives for 
and I feel we will do great things together.” 
 
In addition to his prior work experience, Mr. Coppinger is also the creator and primary content provider 
for the very popular cad.about.com website, which focuses on all aspects of the CAD industry from 
software to design process tutorials. He has also been a contributor to the AUGI HotNews magazine and 
an instructor at Autodesk University. Brad Whittemore, President of AMS, said: “Solid talent is hard to 
find, and it is more important than ever to add quality people to our firm. Jim brings a host of new 
services and CAD management techniques to help AMS Civil and AEC customers leverage Autodesk 
software to higher levels. That increases design productivity potential, which translates into a higher 
percentage on our customer’s profitability” 
 
For more information, please contact Jeremy Owen at (973) 882-8008 or visit the AMS CAD + CAFM 
website athttp://www.amscad.com. 
 

Click here to return to Contents 
 

http://www.amscad.com/
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Tekla Announces Winners of the 2013 Tekla North America BIM Awards 
12 September 2013 
 
Tekla announced the winners of the 2013 Tekla North America BIM Awards. The model competition is 
held annually and recognizes companies for exemplary use of BIM and Tekla Structures across four 
categories: best use of BIM overall, engineering, steel and concrete. 
 
The winners were selected from a jury of leading BIM experts as well as popular vote. This year marks 
the 11th annual competition and this year's winners in each category are: 
BIM: 
M3 Engineering and Technology Inc. for the Advanced Technology Solar Telescope (ATST), Hawaii 
Engineering: 
Buro Happold and Computer Detailing, Inc. for the Pinnacle Bank Arena (Haymarket Arena), Nebraska 
Steel: 
ADF Group for the Saint Patrick's Bridge, Canada 
Concrete: 
Wayne Brothers for the BB&T Ballpark, Home of the Charlotte Knights, North Carolina 
Honorable Mention/Special Recognition: 
Norcal Structural Inc. for the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge Cantilever Truss Demolition project, 
California 
 
"The entries for this year's BIM awards were outstanding," said Hans Ehrnrooth, President of Tekla, Inc. 
"Among them were examples of very complex modeling and a great deal of collaboration, all of which 
were made possible by taking advantage of BIM and Tekla. Seeing these companies put into practice the 
results of our hard work in innovating to bring the building industry the latest in detailed 3D modeling 
software and online collaborations tools, is extremely rewarding." 
 
 

Click here to return to Contents 

Events News 
CGTech to show VERICUT 7.3 Software at SOUTH-TEC 
6 September 2013 
 
CGTech will exhibit version 7.3 of VERICUT® CNC machine simulation and optimization software at 
the 2013 SOUTH-TEC show: 
SOUTH-TEC 
Booth #1219 
Greenville, SC 
October 29-31, 2013 

http://www.tekla.com/
http://www.tekla.com/us/bim-awards-2013/bimmodel4.html
http://www.tekla.com/us/bim-awards-2013/bimmodel7.html
http://www.tekla.com/us/bim-awards-2013/steelmodel6.html
http://www.tekla.com/us/bim-awards-2013/concretemodel1.html
http://www.tekla.com/us/bim-awards-2013/bimmodel3.html
http://www.tekla.com/us/bim-awards-2013/bimmodel3.html
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VERICUT 7.3 features many enhancements that significantly improve performance thereby simplifying 
manufacturing engineers’ ability to simulate the CNC programming and machining process. Changes to 
how users interact with VERICUT further improve VERICUT’s workflow, and are a direct result of 
CGTech’s philosophy of continuous product improvement.   
 
“We have thousands of customers and their needs vary greatly,” said CGTech Product Marketing 
Manager Bill Hasenjaeger. “VERICUT has been designed to meet the needs of all types of shops – from 
the small job shop with simple parts, to the OEM and Tier 1 supplier that is regularly pushing the limits 
of CNC technology. VERICUT is constantly refined to provide the flexibility and tools our customers 
require.” 
 
VERICUT Product/Function Overview:  
VERICUT is CNC machine simulation, verification and optimization software that enables users to 
eliminate the process of manually proving out NC programs. It reduces scrap loss and rework. The 
program also optimizes NC programs in order to both save time and produce higher quality surface 
finish. VERICUT simulates all types of CNC machine tools, including those from leading manufacturers 
such as DMG-Mori Seiki, Mazak, Makino, Matsuura, Hermle, DIXI, and Chiron. VERICUT runs 
standalone, but can also be integrated with leading CAM systems such as Catia, NX, Creo Parametric 
(Pro/E), MasterCAM, PowerMill, EdgeCAM, hyperMILL, Esprit and GibbsCAM. 
 
New User Interface Enhancements 
The VERICUT user interface is very customizable. In version 7.3, the first thing a user will notice is the 
all-new icons, available in multiple sizes. There are also several user-selectable color themes, and every 
window and icon can be optionally displayed or hidden.  
 
User-configurable “Favorites” further simplify setting up a simulation session. “Favorites” can consist 
of commonly used folders and files, and each item can be drag/dropped into a project. 
 
To help objects stand out in the machine simulation scene, an “Edge Display” option analyzes models 
on-the-fly and finds and displays their edges, all without affecting simulation speed.  
 
During simulation, a user can create a list of “Stop At” events. These events, such as “Collisions”, 
“Warnings”, “Tool changes”, or “End of each setup”, can be managed interactively in the NC program 
dialog. The user can add, move, remove, or temporarily disable the events that pause the simulation.  
 
Improved Collision Checking Speed  
Version 7.3 performance is now 5-10x (or more) faster when the NC program moves the simulated 
machine into potential collision conditions. A significant in-house development effort produced 
enhancements to VERICUT’s  industry leading collision algorithms, removing the need to adjust 
complex machine models to improve performance. 
 



CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 18 

Other New Features since Version 7.2 
• Drag/drop files from Windows for quick setup.  
• Constant gouge check simulation with very large design models is now 2-5x faster.  
• Automatically save a Reviewer file during the simulation session. The VERICUT Reviewer 

incorporates all the functionality of NC Review mode in a stand-alone viewer that does not 
require a license.  

• Measure tool assembly components in the tool manager.  
• New CAD/CAM interfaces are available for Surfcam and SolidWorks. Many other CAD/CAM 

interface improvements have been implemented.  
• SpacePilot Mouse/Navigator motion is improved.  
• Over 400 customer-driven enhancements and software change requests have been completed 

since version 7.2.  
 
CGTech will also be demonstrating VERICUT Composite Applications at SOUTH-TEC. VERICUT 
Composite Applications are machine-independent off-line programming and simulation software 
solutions for automated composite tape (ATL) and fiber-placement (AFP) CNC machines.  
 

Click here to return to Contents 
 

CONTACT OpenWorld 2013: Success through Innovation 
11 September 2013 
 
On 6 and 7 November CONTACT Software is inviting customers, partners and PLM experts from the 
worlds of science and industry to OpenWorld 2013 in Brühl, Germany. The new name of the user 
meeting underscores CONTACT's commitment to providing enterprises with the best open solutions for 
product lifecycle management (PLM) and the successful realization of technically complex projects. 
 
With over 40 presentations, OpenWorld 2013 will offer a comprehensive, practice-oriented view of the 
current state of the art and important trends. Customers will report on their experience with the new 
Version 10 of the CIM DATABASE PLM platform. The main thrust of the OpenWorld event will be 
highlighted by keynote speeches concentrating on innovation and CONTACT's product roadmap for 
2014. The agenda will also include a number of other interesting user presentations, workshops and 
tutorials designed to provide in-depth insight into PDM/PLM, the virtual product and process-oriented 
project management. 
 
New materials and technologies, changing constraints and conditions, and the growing amount of 
software in products constitute both a challenge and an opportunity. The motto of OpenWorld 2013 – 
"Innovation Brings Success" – emphasizes how companies can a raise their profile above that of the 
competition with innovation-driven productivity. Professor Joachim Warschat of the Fraunhofer IAO in 
Stuttgart and Professor Guido Baltes of the University of Applied Sciences in Constance will be sharing 



CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 19 

their own particular views of these developments. Berthold Müssig of the FutureManagementGroup will 
explain how trends and technologies are changing the market and leading to the creation of new business 
models. And Markus Weise will describe how to build and motivate a team that can succeed in 
competition with the best in the world. Weise is the trainer of the German national hockey team, which 
has won Olympic Gold on three occasions – the last time in London 2012. 
 
The extensive specialist program at OpenWorld 2013 has been put together with process administrators, 
project managers and key users in mind. One subject block will deal with the technologies and basic 
services of the new component architecture of CIM DATABASE 10, which simplifies and accelerates 
the introduction of new apps and modules significantly. A second will present the new applications that 
this makes possible, for example in the field of innovation management. A third will be devoted to tried-
and-tested methods and procedures for optimizing processes and IT tools in engineering environments. 
 
Users such as Andritz Metals, BOSAL International, KIRCHHOFF Automotive, Olympus Surgical 
Technologies, Sennheiser electronic and other well-known companies will provide insight into their 
innovation processes, industry-specific best practices and new requirements. Click here for the complete 
program and further information about the CONTACT OpenWorld 2013.  
 

Click here to return to Contents 

Delcam’s complete CADCAM range on show at Northern Manufacturing 
13 September 2013 
 
Delcam will demonstrate its complete range of CADCAM software on stand B85 at the Northern 
Manufacturing exhibition to be held at Event City, Manchester, on 2nd and 3rd October.  The main 
focus will be on the new Vortex strategy for high-speed area clearance in the 2014 release of Delcam’s 
PowerMILL CAM system. 
 
Vortex, for which Delcam has a patent pending, has been developed by the company specifically to gain 
the maximum benefit from solid carbide tooling, in particular those designs that can give deeper cuts by 
using the full flute length as the cutting surface.  It can be used for two- and three-axis roughing, three-
plus-two-axis area clearance and for rest machining based on stock models or reference toolpaths. 
 
The benefits of using the Vortex strategy will vary depending on a number of factors, including the 
material and shape being cut, and the machine tool and cutting tools being used.  A series of trials run by 
Delcam on different machine tools within its Advanced Manufacturing Facility has shown that a time 
saving of at least 40% is not untypical, with the biggest percentage savings being found when cutting 
tool steel on a Huron machine with SGS Z-Carb MD cutters.  The cycle time for the sample part was 
reduced from 121 minutes to 34 minutes, a reduction of 71%. 
 
Other examples included a reduction of 67% when cutting a number of pockets in a stainless steel part, a 
63% time saving on a titanium part and a 58% saving when cutting an aluminium component. 

http://www.contact-software.com/en/events/openworld-2013.html
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The 2014 version of Delcam’s FeatureCAM feature-based CAM software will also be demonstrated at 
Northern Manufacturing.  This new release includes a number of new options for turning, four-axis 
rotary machining and turn-mill operations.  Other enhancements in this release include more strategies 
for two-axis finishing and easier programming of probing sequences. 
 
FeatureCAM was the world’s first feature-based programming software when it was launched in 
1995.  Constant development since then has ensured that the system has retained its leadership in 
programming speed and ease of use, while an increased range of strategies has been added to provide 
more efficient toolpaths giving greater productivity on a wider range of machines. 
 
New functionality for the conversion of product designs into tooling designs will be shown in the 2014 
release of Delcam’s PowerSHAPE CAD software.  The software now provides an even more powerful 
set of easy-to-use tools to increase productivity through increased automation and improved workflow. 
 
By offering a combination of modelling and reverse engineering functionality, PowerSHAPE provides 
the most comprehensive range of design techniques available in a single CAD program.  Having all the 
different technologies in the same package reduces the need to transfer data between multiple programs 
and so streamlines the whole product development process.  At the same time, the combination of quick 
and easy direct modelling options, together with powerful and flexible surface modelling, makes 
PowerSHAPE the perfect choice for design for manufacture. 
 
Another program that has seen significant development is the Delcam Electrode integrated solution for 
the design, machining and inspection of electrodes.  The latest enhancements include support for burn-
vector electrodes, automated machining of electrode frames, batch processing of multiple machining 
projects and faster generation of electrode drawings.  Delcam Electrode also benefits from a number of 
options introduced into PowerSHAPE, which provides the CAD element of the overall solution. 
 
Delcam Electrode combines functionality from PowerSHAPE, PowerMILL and the PowerINSPECT 
inspection software to give a completely integrated solution for the design, machining and inspection of 
electrodes.  At the heart of the solution is a novel file format – the .Trode file.  This contains all the 
information for each electrode project, including not only the electrode design but also the machining 
and inspection information, plus the set-up sheets for its manufacture and use.  Having all the required 
information in a single file simplifies data management as well as increasing overall efficiency. 
 

Click here to return to Contents 

Delcam to launch new feature-based CAM at Manufacturing South West 
12 September 2013 
 
Delcam will launch the 2014 version of its FeatureCAM feature-based CAM software at the 
Manufacturing South West exhibition to be hosted by XYZ Machine Tools at its recently-expanded 
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headquarters in Tiverton, Devon, on 9th and 10th October.  The new release includes a number of new 
options for turning, four-axis rotary machining and turn-mill operations.  Other enhancements in this 
release include more strategies for two-axis finishing and easier programming of probing sequences. 
 
Manufacturing South West is a totally new exhibition, involving 18 specialist companies representing all 
aspects of manufacturing and production.  It will bring together the latest developments and provide 
demonstrations, which will include the first chance to see many new product launches in the UK from 
EMO 2013. 
 
Leading industry names will be presenting the latest turning, milling, CNC sliding-head, five-axis 
machining, EDM, sheet metal forming, laser cutting and tooling, sawing and cutting-off, cutting tools, 
workholding and bar-feed equipment, coolant and filtration.  In addition, 3D measurement, gauging and 
non-contact measurement, CADCAM software and control systems will be demonstrated and visitors 
will be able to benefit from free consultancy on finance and grant availability. 
 
Full details of the exhibition are on the XYZ website, http://www.xyzmachinetools.com/ 
 
FeatureCAM was the world’s first feature-based programming software when it was launched in 
1995.  Constant development since then has ensured that the system has retained its leadership in 
programming speed and ease of use, while an increased range of strategies has been added to provide 
more efficient toolpaths giving greater productivity on a wider range of machines. 
 
The first improvement to turning in FeatureCAM 2014 gives the ability to add fillets to any sharp 
corners, for example, for automatic deburring, without having to edit the geometry.  The user simply has 
to specify the radius to be applied and all the sharp corners will be filleted automatically.  Similar 
functionality for automated chamfering of corners has been available in FeatureCAM for several years. 
 
Turning simulation has been made more realistic with the ability to program and simulate the 
movements of the steady-rest that can be used to position large parts during turning and the tailstock that 
can be used to hold long parts on centre during machining.  Collision detection against both these types 
of accessory is undertaken automatically during both cutting and transfer operations. 
 
Finally, a number of extra strategies and options have been added for two-axis finishing.  These include 
the ability to use larger stepovers with automatic machining of any upstands that may be left, continuous 
spiral machining either from outside to inside or inside to outside, support for stock models created from 
roughing toolpaths, and automatic avoidance of clamps. 
 

Click here to return to Contents 
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EDA Consortium Celebrates 50+ years of EDA with “EDA: Back to the Future” Reunion Dinner and 
Auction Event  
11 September 2013 
 
To celebrate the past 50+ years of the Electronic Design Automation (EDA) industry, the EDA 
Consortium (EDAC) is hosting “EDA: Back to the Future,” an industry reunion featuring dinner, 
entertainment, and a fundraising auction on October 16th at the Computer History Museum (CHM) in 
Mountain View, California. The event will raise funds to complete the EDA Oral Histories Collections 
and Exhibit. Currently under development, this exhibit will be a permanent addition to the CHM rotating 
series of exhibits and will document the history of the EDA industry. This special black-tie optional 
evening will begin with a private opening of the CHM “Revolution” exhibit for guests followed by a 
reception, dinner, and a live auction in the CHM Grand Hall. 
 
“The EDA industry began an unprecedented period of electronics innovation over 50 years ago. This 
sure-to-be-unforgettable party will gather members of our industry, past and present, to recognize and 
celebrate the significance of this achievement,” said Kathryn Kranen, EDAC chairman of the board and 
president and CEO of Jasper Design Automation. 
 
The EDA Oral Histories Collection and Exhibit at the CHM includes an oral history archive with 
transcripts, featuring interviews with key pioneers and contributors to EDA. These oral histories will be 
hosted online permanently as part of the CHM’s Oral Histories Collection. In addition to oral histories, 
the CHM is very interested in acquiring significant hardware memorabilia from the EDA industry. 
Anyone arranging the donation of original workstations from EDA pioneers will qualify for free 
admission to the event.   
 
“By raising funds to support the permanent EDA Oral Histories Collection and Exhibit at the CHM, 
we’ll preserve the thoughts and stories of our predecessors while inspiring future generations of EDA 
innovators,” said Doug Fairbairn, staff director at the CHM and long-time EDA industry Veteran. 
 
EDAC members and other past and present companies and academia involved in EDA are invited to 
sponsor the event and to donate items for auction. For more information on participating as a sponsor or 
donor, please contact Mike Gianfagna at bttf.event@edac.org  
 

Click here to return to Contents 

GibbsCAM 2013 to be featured in Willemin-Macodel EMO Exhibit with Live Multi-axis Machining 
of Parts Programmed with GibbsCAM 
9 September 2013 
 
Gibbs and Associates, developer of GibbsCAM® software for programming CNC machine tools and a 
Cimatron company, today announced that its new release, GibbsCAM 2013, will be featured in the 
Willemin-Macodel, Inc. exhibit at EMO, the biennial international trade fair for metalworking 

mailto:bttf.event@edac.org
http://www.gibbscam.com/
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technology. Several machines will be machining in the Willemin-Macodel exhibit, mainly components 
for watch and medical industry on multi-axis lathes and machining centers, most of them programmed 
using GibbsCAM. After the parts are modeled in SolidWorks (which is one of the many CAD formats 
that GibbsCAM reads), the solid models are opened by GibbsCAM, which is then used to program the 
individual parts for machining. The GibbsCAM post processors then generate the NC programs for 
specific Willemin-Macodel applications. One of the highlights of the exhibit will be the machining of a 
watch case to demonstrate the simultaneous 5-axis high-precision machining capabilities of the new 
408S2 Willemin-Macodel machining center, which is also offered with a 4,000 RPM turning option. 
EMO will be held at the Hannover Exposition Grounds, in Hannover, Germany, from September 16–21. 
Willemin-Macodel’s exhibit, with live machining demonstrations, will be in Booth C66, Hall 27. (Gibbs 
and Associates will have its own exhibit, featuring GibbsCAM 2013, in Cimatron Booth G30, Hall 25.) 
 
“We have supported Willemin-Macodel machines and its customers for almost thirty years, and 
consequently have been enjoying a close technological and marketing relationship with it,” said Simon 
Voelker, Gibbs Distribution Manager for Europe. “We are therefore pleased to be part of an exhibit that 
shows the multi-axis, high-precision capabilities of Willemin-Macodel machine tools and demonstrates 
how easily GibbsCAM programs the Willemin-Macodel machines, including the new, full 5-axis, 408S2 
machining center.” 
 
GibbsCAM is easy to learn and easy to use, and supports a broad range of machine tools, from the 
simplest 2-axis lathes, to wire EDM, to 3- to 5-axis milling and the most complex, multi-axis, multi-task 
machines. Of special interest to Willemin-Macodel users is GibbsCAM’s flexibility and ease of use in 
programming precision machines for turning and simultaneous 3- to 5-axis milling and multi-task 
machining. The software opens CAD models from all the major CAD/CAM systems, in multiple 
formats, and includes its own modeling functions so that users can model and machine tooling and 
workholding devices, and generate geometry to edit and modify CAD models for efficient machining.  
 
In addition, GibbsCAM and its users are supported by a current library of nearly 11,000 unique, error-
free post processors which are created and maintained by a dedicated group of engineers at Gibbs and 
Associates. The library also includes some processors for Willemin-Macodel multi-tasking- and other 
machining centers. 
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Hitachi and KOSO to Present PLM Strategy at Aras ACE 2013 Japan 
10 September 2013 
 
Aras® today announced that Hitachi and Korea KOSO will be among the presenters at ACE 2013 
Japan.  ACE 2013 Japan takes place September 26 at Tokyo Akihabara UDX Gallery Next in Tokyo, 
Japan. 
 
Date: September 26, 2013 
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Location: Tokyo Akihabara UDX Gallery Next, Tokyo, Japan  
Cost: Free to Attend - No Fee (Space is Limited - Registration Required) Details and 
Registration: http://www.aras.com/ACE2013JAPAN  
 
The theme of the conference is “DO MORE” which emphasizes the many things Aras is doing so that 
global businesses can Do More with PLM. These advancements include more solutions, applications 
and capabilities in a more scalable, secure and open platform architecture which supports more 
collaboration, integration and communication. Aras President and Founder Peter Schroer will deliver the 
keynote address live in Tokyo. 
 
The full-day event includes Aras user presentations, multiple track breakout sessions, the rapid-fire 
Solution Showcase and networking reception. Presenters at this year’s conference include Hitachi Power 
Systems, a division of Hitachi Ltd., dedicated to supplying highly efficient thermal, nuclear and 
renewable energy power systems, and Korea KOSO, a Nihon KOSO company and global manufacturer 
of custom control valves and systems. 
 
ACE 2013 Japan Topics include: 

• Hitachi on Document Management to PLM 
• Korea Koso on PLM in the Supply Chain for Competitive Advantage 
• Aras & PDM Integrations 
• ECAD & MCAD Working Together 
• Aras PLM & SolidWorks EPDM Integration 
• Multi-CAD Gateway for Aras Innovator 
• PLM Template for Connecting Design Information 
• Full Text Search & Document Folder Tree 
• Microsoft SQL Server Performance Benchmark 
• Component Engineering for Innovative Products 
• Aras & Make-to-Order Design Operation 

 
Full Agenda, Speakers, Conference Details and Free Registration 
at: http://www.aras.com/ACE2013JAPAN  
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MachineWorks New Developments Displayed at EMO Hannover  
11 September 2013 
 
MachineWorks Ltd, will be demonstrating the latest enhancements at EMO Hannover on stand J25, hall 
25. 

http://www.aras.com/ACE2013JAPAN
http://www.aras.com/ACE2013JAPAN
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Real Time Simulation Improved 
Thanks to the MachineWorks research team that dedicates specific resources to experimenting with new 
technologies and to finding new ways of making their engines faster, more stable and more accurate, 
MachineWorks can perform real time simulation for the most complex machining processes, with clash 
detection against the exact stock geometry. The visualisation displays an exact representation of the 
machining process. 
 
Memory Handling Improved 
A collision avoidance system can be created by running the simulation slightly ahead of the machine to 
warn of an impending crash. MachineWorks also has technologies that can run on controllers with very 
limited processing power. 
 
Other developers can produce CNC simulation but being able to run simulation on any controller 
regardless of the memory, being able to accurately display real time simulation as the tool is cutting on a 
full machine environment or being able to predict a clash ahead of the machine crashing is much more 
difficult.  
 
Mike Nicholson , Director of Sales & Marketing of MachineWorks says "By 2006 we had developed 
simulation for all types of machining, functionality such as on-the-fly- gouge detection, complex mill-
turn, advanced rendering, simulation in real-time. Over the last 10 years we have dedicated our research 
to developing APIs for the smooth delivery of MachineWorks technology by optimising processes, 
taking advantage of hardware advances such as multi-core processers through multi-threading.  We have 
created the tools to make the customer's development as cost-effective and efficient as possible."     
 

Click here to return to Contents 

ModuleWorks and ISG show Offline Simulation at EMO 2013 
11 September 2013 
 
ModuleWorks has confirmed its partnership with ISG and will provide simulation technology to be 
integrated into ISG software. 

 
ModuleWorks have been providing software components for simulation and verification to the 
CAD/CAM industry for almost a decade and provide this technology to many leading CAD/CAM 
vendors. 
 
ModuleWorks and ISG will collaborate to integrate simulation into the ISG real-time simulation tool 
called ISG Virtuos.  They will jointly demonstrate this simulation solution on the ModuleWorks booth at 
the EMO 2013 trade show, held in Hannover, Germany, September 16-21, 2013 in Hall 25, Booth no. L 
12. 

http://www.isg-stuttgart.de/kernel.html?&L=1
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Jens Beissel, Marketing Manager for ModuleWorks comments, “It is always good to have our partners 
exhibit with us at these major trade shows. We’re particularly excited about the possibilities of this new 
collaboration to provide simulation to a new range of users”. 
 

Click here to return to Contents 

ModuleWorks and MAL to show MACHPRO Toolpath Optimization at EMO 2013 
9 September 2013 
 
ModuleWorks and Manufacturing Automation Laboratories (MAL) will demonstrate the benefits of 
their long term partnership by showing the latest version of MAL CUTPRO™ V10  and MACHPRO™ 
on the ModuleWorks booth at the EMO 2013 trade show, held in Hannover, Germany, September 16-
21, 2013 in Hall 25, booth no. L 12. 
 
ModuleWorks is at the forefront of 5-Axis machining and Simulation technology, providing the 
machining and simulation technology that powers many of the popular CAM systems available today.  
MAL develops and markets advanced machining process simulation and process optimization software. 
 
MACHPRO™ is highly accurate and comprehensive simulation software for optimal planning and 
troubleshooting of machining operations. It allows optimization of machining operations through the 
prediction of vibration, required power, form errors and stability to find the optimum cutting condition 
for a given tool, stock material and machine tool. MACHPRO™ uses ModuleWorks Simulation 
technology to update workpiece geometry as the material removed along the tool path.  
 
At EMO, MAL will be showing a series of live presentations to show how CUTPRO™ and 
MACHPRO™ can help achieve high performance machining with reduced cycle time and improved 
tool life.  
 
Jens Beissel, Marketing Manager for ModuleWorks comments, “It is always good to have our partners 
exhibit with us at these major trade shows. It shows how our component technology can be applied to 
provide solutions to real world manufacturing challenges. We’re delighted to have MAL, one of longest 
standing partners, work with us at EMO 2013”. 
 

Click here to return to Contents 

WESTEC 2013: NCSIMUL Machine 9 Brings Realistic, High Performance, and Mobile NC 
Simulation to Manufacturing 
11 September 2013 
 
SPRING Technologies will demonstrate its NCSIMUL Machine 9 NC simulation software at WESTEC 
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2013 in booth 2147. The event will be held October 15 – 17 The Los Angeles Convention Center. 
 
With NCSIMUL Machine 9, SPRING customers are stepping into an NC simulation environment that is 
more realistic, intuitive, integrated, and mobile with extended features dedicated to multi-axis and 
multitasking machining centers. Further, the software package has been developed to interconnect with 
other company-wide software systems, such as MRP, ERP, and MES.  
 
“This is the first time we are demonstrating NCSIMUL Machine 9 to western U.S. manufacturers. The 
latest version is much more than simply previewing toolpaths to avoid crashes,” said Silvère Proisy, 
U.S. General Manager. “It offers users a unique experience where CNC realistic simulation, integrating 
all machine, tools, and material parameters, quickly becomes a day-to-day part of a manufacturer’s 
lifestyle. Once again, SPRING is taking the lead in new technology enhancements and will show the 
mobility aspects of the software using a tablet PC. More than 200 improvements have been implemented 
based on extensive customer surveys.” 
 
NCSIMUL MACHINE 9: Taking the best from WINDOWS 8 PRO & INTEL multicore chips 
SPRING is a Microsoft-certified “Gold” partner and an INTEL Software Partner. As such, NCSIMUL 
Machine 9 incorporates new ribbon technology navigation, enabling users to work more efficiently. 
Tasks are now accessed via tabs that break down into tasks and sub-tasks. The new interface has been 
specifically designed to work on touch screen devices to facilitate mobility. The intuitive and context-
sensitive icons are presented as a rapid access bar, boosting programming productivity. 
 
The "NCSIMUL Machine hub" apps enable users to browse any shared jobs or replay NC simulations 
with one-click. Flexible project-based management, tree organization, project/article/sub-article, jobs 
copied between projects, simplified search mechanism, job templates are among the new features in 
NCSIMUL Machine 9.  
 
Also, the software makes full use of Intel’s multi-core processors and multithreading. Collision 
detection and material removal calculations are performed simultaneously. Algorithms have been 
revised and optimized to support ISO decoding, probing, material removal with tools in 3D, and 
optimized cutting conditions.  
 
NCSIMUL Machine 9 also provides new interactive programming features that automate G-code 
generation from 3D motions or allow dynamic editing of the NC program to see the consequences in the 
3D view. In addition, the newest 3D functional dimensioning module, particularly geared to sub-
contractors enable users to add 3D graphics to workpieces and create a document describing the list of 
dimensions that need checking at each machining stage. This is a significant step forward towards a 
paperless factory. 
 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Financial News 
ESI Group: Revenue for the 1st half of 2013/14 
13 September 2013 
 
Revenue for the 1st half of 2013/14: €44.3 million (+5.3% at constant currency) 

 Negative base effect and substantial negative currency effect 
 Good performance in Europe 
 Activity remains dynamic in BRIC countries 
 Strengthening of internal management control  

 
Alain de Rouvray, ESI Group’s Chairman and CEO, says: “As in the previous quarter, fiscal year first-
half activity was heavily impacted by a negative movement in currencies and a base effect from the 
excellent performance recorded over the first half of last year. Excluding these factors, demand for ESI 
Group’s virtual prototyping solutions remains very solid, as illustrated by the growth in activity in BRIC 
countries. Services activity stabilised in the half, as we consolidated on the strong growth of FY12. That 
impact combined with the currency effect is likely to significantly weigh on half-year results, albeit 
without altering the pursuance of the Group’s strategic plan. At the same time, with the help of its new 
Chief Financial Officer, the Group is continuing to strengthen its financial control and cost-monitoring 
management.” 
 
To view an unabridged version of this press release, visit: http://www.esi-
group.com/corporate/finance/news/financial-press-releases/revenue-for-the-1st-half-of-2013-14-20ac44-
3-million-5-3-at-constant-currency  
 

Click here to return to Contents 
 

Implementation Investments 
Brooks Sports Selects PTC PLM Footwear and Apparel Technology 
12 September 2013 
 
Brooks Sports, Inc., a subsidiary of Berkshire Hathaway Inc. and a large manufacturer and marketer of 
running footwear and apparel, will implement PTC Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) technology. 
The implementation will enable Brooks Sports to move to a single system to streamline product 
development, materials management and sourcing requirements. 
 
Brooks Sports is experiencing rapid growth across its product lines. To accommodate this growth, 
Brooks Sports realized the need to redefine business processes and product development initiatives to 

http://www.esi-group.com/corporate/finance/news/financial-press-releases/revenue-for-the-1st-half-of-2013-14-20ac44-3-million-5-3-at-constant-currency
http://www.esi-group.com/corporate/finance/news/financial-press-releases/revenue-for-the-1st-half-of-2013-14-20ac44-3-million-5-3-at-constant-currency
http://www.esi-group.com/corporate/finance/news/financial-press-releases/revenue-for-the-1st-half-of-2013-14-20ac44-3-million-5-3-at-constant-currency
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ptc.com%2Fapps%2Fcorporate-videos%2Fvideo%2FCorporate-Videos%2F-2123317325%2FPTC-Product-Service-Advantage%2F1872152666001&esheet=50707424&newsitemid=20130912005221&lan=en-US&anchor=PTC&index=1&md5=f27dc9b4dcf0db6226c857d154396004
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ptc.com%2Fsolutions%2Fproduct-lifecycle-management%2F&esheet=50707424&newsitemid=20130912005221&lan=en-US&anchor=Product+Lifecycle+Management&index=2&md5=d76c6ee8aacfd730d661ca4ad73aeeac
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deliver products to market faster. PTC PLM technology will enable the company to reduce cycle times 
through improved operational efficiency from initial concept to store delivery, ultimately improving 
overall profitability. 
 
According to the IDC MarketScape: Worldwide Retail Product Life-Cycle Management (PLM) 
Applications 2012 Vendor Assessment report, “PTC has the largest share of the retail PLM market and 
generally makes the short list of large retailers looking specifically for apparel, footwear, and hard line 
PLM solutions.” The report continues, “PTC Windchill FlexPLM offers a broad set of out-of-the-box 
capabilities that cover merchandising and line planning, product development, sourcing, costing, quality, 
compliance, and supply chain.” 
 
“Brooks Sports wanted to standardize on a footwear and apparel-specific PLM technology foundation to 
support our growth plans,” said David Bohan, president and chief operating officer, Brooks Sports, Inc. 
“We chose PTC Windchill FlexPLM because it will give us visibility early in the development cycles 
and will enable us to share design, materials and costing information between ourselves and our 
suppliers to achieve our growth plans.” 
 
In addition, Brooks Sports was particularly interested in the proven processes and practices enabled by 
out-of-the-box capabilities of PTC Windchill FlexPLM. The PTC Windchill-based enterprise solution 
for the Retail and Consumer industries is designed to address both industry-specific challenges, as well 
as everyday business pressures. It offers a high-performance platform that provides line planning, 
specification management, merchandising, product development, sourcing, costing, quality and 
compliance with full supply chain collaboration capabilities for managing the complete product 
lifecycle. 
 
“Within the fast-paced environment of today’s footwear and apparel industries, business leaders are 
increasingly looking to collapse design, development and sourcing activities in order to reduce cycle 
time, achieve cost objectives and improve the success rate of new products across their various 
channels,” said Howard Heppelmann, general manager, SCM segment, PTC. “By providing visibility 
across all functions and enabling greater supply chain collaboration, customers can address initiatives in 
parallel and achieve the ultimate goal of delivering great products on-trend, on time and on-cost. We 
look forward to working with Brooks Sports.” 
 

Click here to return to Contents 

Grupo Karim’s Selects NGC’s Fashion PLM and Supply Chain Management Solution 
10 September 2013 
 
NGC Software today announced that Grupo Karim’s, a diversified global company with core businesses 
that include private-label apparel manufacturing, has selected NGC’s fashion PLM and Supply Chain 
Management (SCM) solution. Grupo Karim’s specializes in providing its customers and partners with 
high-quality services for apparel design and production in Asia, Central America, the Caribbean and 
Mexico. 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ptc.com%2Fproduct%2Fwindchill%2Fflexplm&esheet=50707424&newsitemid=20130912005221&lan=en-US&anchor=PTC+Windchill+FlexPLM&index=3&md5=95e2a3683f1bee51c68f7fa7458b5a5b
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ptc.com%2Findustry%2Ffootwear-apparel&esheet=50707424&newsitemid=20130912005221&lan=en-US&anchor=Retail+and+Consumer&index=4&md5=7002544295737eb00be34d55746492dc
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fngcsoftware.com%2Fproducts-plm.php&esheet=50705527&newsitemid=20130910005388&lan=en-US&anchor=NGC%27s+fashion+PLM&index=1&md5=ae7381315bbd15f66a8507440081c2e5
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Grupo Karim’s experienced several supply chain and productivity challenges prior to selecting NGC’s 
end-to-end PLM and SCM solution. “We were missing integration and collaboration on the same 
platform with all our manufacturing locations and departments,” said Luis Mejia, Executive Vice 
President, Grupo Karim’s. "We had no PLM software, and we were still using spreadsheets and isolated 
databases for certain processes. With Grupo Karim's growth, we recognized that we needed to be 
streamlined, fast and accurate in order to deliver the best quality products at competitive costs and 
shorter lead times." 
 
"We had some experience using NGC as a vendor with several of our current customers, and we saw an 
opportunity to integrate with a single, comprehensive PLM and SCM solution. NGC's sales team and 
engineers showed a great willingness to work with Grupo Karim's and our customers, in order to 
integrate and share information within the same platform. It's a win-win for us and our customers," he 
continued. 
 
With NGC's solutions, Grupo Karim's expects to improve productivity and reduce costs, while also 
providing better customer service throughout the entire product development and production process. 
According to Mejia, NGC's PLM and SCM will help the company shorten the total lead time from 
product concept to delivery at the customer's door. "We'll also be able to manage compliance and testing 
requirements under one platform for real-time access," he added. 
 
"NGC is pleased to be working with Grupo Karim's," said Mark Burstein, president of sales, marketing 
and R&D, NGC. "Like so many NGC customers, Grupo Karim's realizes the benefits of a fully 
integrated, end-to-end PLM and Supply Chain Management solution, and we look forward to the 
implementation process." 
 

Click here to return to Contents 

MAN Diesel & Turbo standardises on AVEVA software for Integrated Engineering & Design 
11 September 2013 
 
AVEVA announced today that MAN Diesel & Turbo has successfully completed the implementation of 
AVEVA’s Integrated Engineering & Design solutions. The implementation, which started late in 2012, 
followed a competitive bid process and comprised a range of products including AVEVA PDMS, 
AVEVA Engineering, AVEVA Diagrams and AVEVA Global.  
 
This implementation offers a fully integrated solution that enables the standardisation of 2D and 3D 
engineering applications across all disciplines within MAN Diesel & Turbo’s Power Plant business unit. 
AVEVA’s Integrated Engineering & Design approach helps companies like MAN Diesel & Turbo to 
achieve shorter schedules and lower project costs, which substantially increases their competitive 
advantage. MAN Diesel & Turbo has implemented the products simultaneously in India and Germany.  
 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fngcsoftware.com%2Fproducts-scm.php&esheet=50705527&newsitemid=20130910005388&lan=en-US&anchor=Supply+Chain+Management+solution&index=2&md5=f2d5326decc986f53284e9eb0582f445
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“We launched an internal project, called PIPE which stands for Programme for Integrated Power 
Engineering, to target the optimisation of our engineering processes,” said Michael Franke, Head of 
Power Engineering, MAN Diesel & Turbo. “This programme addresses a number of market challenges, 
including the need to remain competitive through clearly defined, measurable and integrated processes 
across basic and detailed engineering. The engineering applications we were using had not kept pace 
with our changing needs so we were pleased to see that AVEVA could offer a practical and scalable 
suite of integrated products.  The software will help us to cut project times and enable us to achieve 
substantial cost savings on our initial deployments.” 
 
“MAN Diesel & Turbo has found in AVEVA a strategic engineering software partner that supports our 
business across Turbo Machinery and Power. After the successful implementation of AVEVA’s 
integrated engineering platform in the Power business unit, the AVEVA applications will now be a 
strategic IT-tool for Plant Design for MDT worldwide,” adds John Hoffmann Frederiksen, Head of 
Engineering IT Solutions, MAN Diesel & Turbo Group IT.  
 
“Working with MAN Diesel & Turbo has once again illustrated AVEVA’s ability to rapidly deliver a 
fully configured implementation, ready to go onto live projects”, said Helmut Schuller, Executive Vice 
President - EMEA, AVEVA. “Rapid configuration and deployment of our Integrated Engineering & 
Design applications is a major differentiator between AVEVA and our competitors.  We were able to 
offer MAN Diesel & Turbo a low-risk implementation that gave them total confidence in the AVEVA 
approach.  I am very pleased to say that the PIPE Project Managers, Moritz Dyroff and Johann Cohut of 
MAN Diesel & Turbo,  will be sharing their positive experiences with our technology at this year’s 
AVEVA World Summit in Boston at the end of October.”  
 

Click here to return to Contents 

Product News 
 

Altair Launches Private Cloud Appliance for CAE  
9 September 2013 
 
Altair today announced the launch of HyperWorks Unlimited™, offering companies a fully configured 
hardware and software appliance for computer-aided engineering (CAE). 
 
Altair's HyperWorks Unlimited, a state-of-the-art managed private cloud solution, offers unlimited use 
of all Altair software including HyperWorks® applications and PBS Works™ workload management 
tools. With HyperWorks Unlimited, users no longer have restricted access to HyperWorks software 
applications, making high-performance computing (HPC) far more accessible for the CAE community 
and paving the path to infinite exploration. 
 
"As a global leader in CAE and workload management software, Altair is uniquely positioned with our 

http://globalmessaging1.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7539502&adr_order=17&url=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5hbHRhaXIuY29tLw%3D%3D
http://globalmessaging1.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7539502&adr_order=17&url=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5hbHRhaXIuY29tL2h3dWw%3D


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 32 

domain knowledge and software licensing model to lower the barriers of high-performance technical 
cloud computing," said James R. Scapa, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Altair. "Procuring, 
managing and maintaining large HPC clusters is a complex and challenging process, especially for small 
and medium businesses. HyperWorks Unlimited addresses this issue head-on by providing limitless 
access to our software within a pre-configured, fully supported hardware appliance for cloud-based 
simulation." 
 
In the past, cloud computing adoption has been severely hampered within the CAE domain for three 
primary reasons: first, the elastic scalability of application licensing; second, the prohibitive amount of 
time associated with the mobility of big data from clusters to local machines for effective post-
processing and visualization; and third, the perceived data security concern associated with public 
clouds. HyperWorks Unlimited eliminates all of these issues.  
 
"We have reached an inflection point in product design where hundreds of thousands of mid-sized 
manufacturers are now looking to be even more competitive by moving beyond traditional computer-
aided design environments and into simulation-based design," said Stephen Wheat, General Manager 
High Performance Computing Group, Intel Corporation. "This requires a tremendous amount of 
compute power that's easy to deploy, manage and use. Altair's innovative turnkey solution, based on 
Intel Cluster Ready technology, unites HyperWorks software with powerful compute hardware based on 
the Intel® Xeon® processor E5-2600 product family, enabling manufacturers to quickly move into 
simulation-based design." 
 
In addition to being fully optimized for running massively parallel applications such as CFD and FEA 
solvers, HyperWorks Unlimited also includes Altair's Display Manager, a remote visualization Web-
based portal that allows graphically intensive, interactive applications to be accessed on HyperWorks 
Unlimited, including in networks with challenging latencies. HyperWorks Unlimited is designed and 
configured to be HPC ready, providing greater accessibility to run pre- and post-processors "out of the 
box" within the customer's own location, and is completely managed and supported by Altair. 
 
Altair has partnered with SGI as the primary hardware provider for HyperWorks Unlimited, offering full 
capabilities of compute, networking and storage resources. SGI's legacy in HPC and market leadership 
in reliable hardware for tackling the demands of technical computing and big data distinguished the 
company as the partner of choice to enable HyperWorks Unlimited to provide a compelling solution. 
 
"We are excited to be selected as the lead partner for Altair's HyperWorks Unlimited CAE solution. We 
are convinced Altair's expertise in the CAE and HPC sectors, in combination with our history of 
providing world class hardware in this domain, will provide an extremely powerful private cloud 
solution. We are committed to jointly provide incredible value to end customers worldwide by 
simplifying the implementation of a powerful, in-house HPC system," said Jorge Titinger, President and 
Chief Executive Officer of SGI. 
 
"Our years of expertise in developing and consuming massively parallel numerical applications, high 
performing 3D visualization software and efficient workload management software have enabled us to 
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develop an extremely optimized state-of-the-art cloud platform which forms the backbone of 
HyperWorks Unlimited," said Sam Mahalingam, Senior Vice President of Software Development at 
Altair. This engineering is unparalleled. The technology stack alleviates all of the cloud adoption issues 
– Big Data, Access to Resources, Job Management, 3D Visualization, License Mobility, Security and 
Data Management – by bundling our HyperWorks suite, PBS Professional, Compute Manager, Display 
Manager, and in the future Simulation Manager and Process Manager. HyperWorks Unlimited is an 
innovative solution that will rapidly change the way organizations design products."  
 
HyperWorks Unlimited is now available globally. To learn more, sign up today for Altair's cloud 
solution webinar, Engineering in the Cloud, on September 24, 2013 or visit  www.altair.com/hwul. 
 

Click here to return to Contents 
 

AMC Bridge Releases New Version of CADtoEarth Add-in for Autodesk Inventor 
12 September 2013 
 
AMC Bridge announces the release of CADtoEarth 2.0, a new version of the add-in for Autodesk 
Inventor, one of the most popular tools in the family of add-ins that establish a bidirectional connection 
between CAD environments and Google Earth or Google Maps. 
  
The new version is available at the Autodesk Exchange Apps Store and supports both Autodesk Inventor 
2013 and Autodesk Inventor 2014. CADtoEarth 2.0 now allows users to create personal accounts in the 
CADtoEarth web community and provides individual control over the visibility of uploaded data. 
 

Click here to return to Contents 

AMS Launches Services-based AEC Solutions Division 
12 September 2013 
 
AMS CAD +CAFM Solutions is proud to announce the opening of their services-based AEC Solutions 
Division. This service and support line for the AEC community focuses on the operational support needs 
of their clients, making AMS a valued business partner, focused on increasing productivity and 
profitability through Autodesk software solutions. The advent of new and advanced software 
technologies in the AEC market provide immense potential for design firms but the time needed to 
develop standards, train staff, and implement processes for these packages can be daunting. AMS’s AEC 
Solutions Division is designed to help clients reduce overhead and increase profitability by providing 
clients with the support they need to implement innovative design solutions. 
 
“Our intent is to bring new ideas to the infrastructure and architectural industries, such as integrated 
document management and efficiency analysis,” says James Coppinger, Director of AEC Solutions for 

http://globalmessaging1.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7539502&adr_order=17&url=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5hbHRhaXIuY29tL0V2ZW50RGV0YWlsLmFzcHg%2FZXZlbnRfaWQ9Mzc2NCZldmVu%0AdF9jdWx0dXJlPUdsb2JhbCZyZWdpb249R2xvYmFsJmRhdGVfbG9jYXRpb25faWQ9MzAzNw%3D%3D
http://globalmessaging1.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7539502&adr_order=17&url=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5hbHRhaXIuY29tL2h3dWw%3D
http://globalmessaging1.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7539502&adr_order=17&url=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5hbHRhaXIuY29tL2h3dWw%3D
http://amcbridge.com/?q=CADtoEarth
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AMS. “The daily pressure of project deadlines and deliverables make it difficult for our clients to devote 
the time needed to review their existing processes and refine them to maximize profits. AMS can 
develop those processes and help our partners take their business to an entirely new level.” Through the 
AEC Solutions Division, AMS can assist clients with the development of systems and procedures they 
would have difficulty implementing on their own. Autodesk software solutions such as Vault, 
AutoCAD, InfraWorks, and Revit tools for BIM are vital tools for a modern AEC firm. Implementing 
them successfully requires the aid of a partner like AMS, with a proven track record of developing those 
systems for large design firms, with many disciplines, across multiple offices and hundreds of users. 
 
With over 40 years of technical and in-field experience, AMS CAD +CAFM Solutions supplies design 
professionals with exceptional CADD products and services by providing only the highest quality 
CADD support to their customers. They are premier providers of Engineering Productivity and 
Automation Tools, AEC, Manufacturing, Mechanical Design and Document Management solutions. 
They are also paving the way for Internet design by creating innovative, compelling web-driven 
solutions for the CADD world. 
 

Click here to return to Contents 

Autodesk Delivers More Flexible, Pay as You Go Access to Design, Engineering and Entertainment 
Creation Tools 
9 September 2013 
 
Autodesk, Inc. customers will now be able to pay as they go for all of the company’s latest Design and 
Creation Suites, Autodesk 3ds Max, Autodesk Maya, and the new Autodesk Maya LT. 
 
For the first time, customers can purchase access to a range of Autodesk desktop software on a monthly, 
quarterly or annual basis, in addition to traditional licenses, broadly expanding choices in how to access 
and pay for Autodesk software. It’s never been more cost effective for designers, engineers and visual 
effects artists to get started with Autodesk software with virtually no up-front capital costs, and to 
quickly ramp up projects using industry-leading Autodesk software. 
 
Customers who choose to purchase monthly, quarterly or annual rental plans will receive similar 
benefits to Autodesk Subscription customers including staying current with the latest product updates, 
access to select Autodesk 360 cloud services and basic support. 
 
“Our customers wanted more choices and flexibility in how they access our portfolio of design, 
engineering and entertainment creation tools. We expect rental plans to be attractive across all the 
industries we serve, especially for freelancers, startups or businesses that are project-based in nature,” 
said Andrew Anagnost, senior vice president of Industry Strategy and Marketing at Autodesk. “This 
model allows customers to compete with the highest quality, industry leading software, while using only 
what they need when they need it.” 
 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.autodesk.com%2Fpr-autodesk&esheet=50704650&newsitemid=20130909005398&lan=en-US&anchor=Autodesk%2C+Inc.&index=1&md5=4722a94a15642144dda016e3e4d3279d
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.autodesk.com%2Fsuites&esheet=50704650&newsitemid=20130909005398&lan=en-US&anchor=Design+and+Creation+Suites&index=2&md5=929ff338045b7160027753a00a0b3422
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.autodesk.com%2Fsuites&esheet=50704650&newsitemid=20130909005398&lan=en-US&anchor=Design+and+Creation+Suites&index=2&md5=929ff338045b7160027753a00a0b3422
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.autodesk.com%2F3dsmax&esheet=50704650&newsitemid=20130909005398&lan=en-US&anchor=Autodesk+3ds+Max&index=3&md5=25dc9a9d6a24c6ef16ccf888119e5543
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.autodesk.com%2Fmaya&esheet=50704650&newsitemid=20130909005398&lan=en-US&anchor=Autodesk+Maya&index=4&md5=29c82a7d711c895f6062022f4c6f96f9
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.autodesk.com%2Fmayalt&esheet=50704650&newsitemid=20130909005398&lan=en-US&anchor=Autodesk+Maya+LT&index=5&md5=18d2dfbc826dadb689bebbce57eab909
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.autodesk.com%2Fsubscription&esheet=50704650&newsitemid=20130909005398&lan=en-US&anchor=Autodesk+Subscription&index=6&md5=aa0a790472c882fc572c5da8904cdf2e
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2F360.autodesk.com&esheet=50704650&newsitemid=20130909005398&lan=en-US&anchor=Autodesk+360&index=7&md5=1be2e862ba82ad532688741e13f2ad31
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Evolving Customer Choices in the Subscription Economy 
People are increasingly seeking out experiences with less financial or time investment, and consuming 
products and services through renting, sharing and purchasing subscriptions. Lisa Gansky, author of The 
Mesh: Why the Future of Business Is Sharing wrote, “We’re in a moment in which access to goods, 
services, and talent is going to triumph over the ownership of them.” 
 
“It's no secret; it has been a challenging time to be in the visual effects business,” said CEO and 
executive producer Will Cohen from UK-based VFX start-up Milk. “Everyone needs to rethink the 
business model, and Autodesk launching rental plans will really help change the industry. Having 
scalability -- the flexibility to easily ramp up or back depending on the project -- means we can better 
compete in the modern visual effects industry.” 
 
Availability 
The option to purchase a monthly, quarterly or annual rental plan will be available starting September 
16, 2013. New rental plans apply to products including Autodesk AutoCAD Design Suite, Autodesk 
AutoCAD Inventor LT Suite, Autodesk AutoCAD Revit LT Suite, Autodesk Building Design 
Suite, Autodesk Entertainment Creation Suite, Autodesk Factory Design Suite, Autodesk Infrastructure 
Design Suite, Autodesk Plant Design Suite, Autodesk Product Design Suite, Autodesk Maya, Autodesk 
3ds Max, and Autodesk Maya LT. Availability varies by country. For more information, 
visit http://www.autodesk.com/pay-as-you-go. 
 

Click here to return to Contents 
 

AVEVA PDMS Delivers Major New Piping Capabilities 
9 September 2013 
 
AVEVA announced today that it has further strengthened its 3D plant design software product AVEVA 
PDMS. Responding to customer requests, the added enhancements further improve design efficiency on 
major capital projects. 
 
Bruce Douglas, Senior Vice-President, EDS Strategy & Marketing, AVEVA comments, “These 
enhancements demonstrate a key part of our strategy to continuously develop PDMS while also offering 
customers our next generation design solution, AVEVA Everything3D. The focus for this release is 
piping improvements and enhanced integration.”  
 
New functionality within the piping discipline greatly increases the productivity of detailed design and 
documentation for all kinds of tapping, boss and similar connections. The piping discipline also benefits 
from new pipe fabrication capabilities which extend the scope of PDMS into the fabrication process. 
 
The integration enhancements include: 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.autodesk.com%2Fads&esheet=50704650&newsitemid=20130909005398&lan=en-US&anchor=Autodesk+AutoCAD+Design+Suite&index=8&md5=38be1005555b039f98ab433a57f3b2b9
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.autodesk.com%2Fproducts%2Finventor-lt-family%2Foverview&esheet=50704650&newsitemid=20130909005398&lan=en-US&anchor=Autodesk+AutoCAD+Inventor+LT+Suite&index=9&md5=7a1a1d6992e29caa4db48c8c519dc5f7
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.autodesk.com%2Fproducts%2Finventor-lt-family%2Foverview&esheet=50704650&newsitemid=20130909005398&lan=en-US&anchor=Autodesk+AutoCAD+Inventor+LT+Suite&index=9&md5=7a1a1d6992e29caa4db48c8c519dc5f7
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.autodesk.com%2Fproducts%2Frevit-lt%2Foverview&esheet=50704650&newsitemid=20130909005398&lan=en-US&anchor=Autodesk+AutoCAD+Revit+LT+Suite&index=10&md5=b65718d0310874d73f7171ebe7cf2620
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.autodesk.com%2Fbuildingdesignsuite&esheet=50704650&newsitemid=20130909005398&lan=en-US&anchor=Autodesk+Building+Design+Suite&index=11&md5=e26a47b6f17db97e72b091faa3b88d09
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.autodesk.com%2Fbuildingdesignsuite&esheet=50704650&newsitemid=20130909005398&lan=en-US&anchor=Autodesk+Building+Design+Suite&index=11&md5=e26a47b6f17db97e72b091faa3b88d09
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.autodesk.com%2Fentertainmentsuite&esheet=50704650&newsitemid=20130909005398&lan=en-US&anchor=Autodesk+Entertainment+Creation+Suite&index=12&md5=290144731a7d7f9edde0ab6a61dd6df7
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.autodesk.com%2Ffactorydesignsuite&esheet=50704650&newsitemid=20130909005398&lan=en-US&anchor=Autodesk+Factory+Design+Suite&index=13&md5=06792c18fb0f00e6fc78f1f29ffa6640
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.autodesk.com%2Finfrastructuredesignsuite&esheet=50704650&newsitemid=20130909005398&lan=en-US&anchor=Autodesk+Infrastructure+Design+Suite&index=14&md5=d9853a0a4fe6ac83cb01e43a7f99176c
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.autodesk.com%2Finfrastructuredesignsuite&esheet=50704650&newsitemid=20130909005398&lan=en-US&anchor=Autodesk+Infrastructure+Design+Suite&index=14&md5=d9853a0a4fe6ac83cb01e43a7f99176c
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.autodesk.com%2Fplantdesignsuite&esheet=50704650&newsitemid=20130909005398&lan=en-US&anchor=Autodesk+Plant+Design+Suite&index=15&md5=755a49f11c3294b8d4650f1706b1cd47
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fusa.autodesk.com%2Fproduct-design-suite%2F&esheet=50704650&newsitemid=20130909005398&lan=en-US&anchor=Autodesk+Product+Design+Suite&index=16&md5=7c4f724278324d2651b65ea09cf1a1d7
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.autodesk.com%2Fpay-as-you-go&esheet=50704650&newsitemid=20130909005398&lan=en-US&anchor=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.autodesk.com%2Fpay-as-you-go&index=17&md5=df960a62c1908367b5dc383c9c2b1f67
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- Improvements to AVEVA Schematic 3D Integrator, making it easier than ever before to build 
from, compare against, and work between P&IDs and 3D pipe design within PDMS.  

- Integration with Mechanical CAD systems that delivers significantly enhanced performance for 
PDMS models containing imported mechanical equipment  

- Integration between PDMS and AVEVA Bocad Steel making it faster and easier to integrate 
structural design and fabrication. 

 
With this new release, customers are also offered an even wider choice of deployment options. PDMS, 
already proven as a highly flexible and configurable solution for the world’s most demanding design 
projects, is supported as Citrix Ready for the first time. This gives customers yet more flexibility in the 
way in which they configure and control projects and can even be combined with the use of the world-
leading AVEVA Global technology on a single project. 
 
AVEVA PDMS is a 3D design product within the AVEVA Plant portfolio. As part of AVEVA’s 
Integrated Engineering & Design approach, project efficiency is improved and engineering and design 
costs reduced by offering complementary products that draw on common processes, disciplines and 
deliverables, through a single managed information model. For more information visit 
www.aveva.com/plant. 
 

Click here to return to Contents 
 

Dassault Systèmes Launches “Smarter, Faster, Lighter,” a New Industry Solution Experience for 
High Tech Products 
11 September 2013 
 
Dassault Systèmes today announced the launch of “Smarter, Faster, Lighter,” a new solution experience 
that coordinates a company’s mechanical, electronic and software innovations to realize high-value, 
delightful products. 
 
Based on Dassault Systèmes’ 3DEXPERIENCE platform, the Smarter, Lighter, Faster industry solution 
experience significantly improves the development cycle from first concepts to first article 
manufacturing. It provides fine-grain information exchange and collaboration in real-time between 
engineering teams. 
 
To enable full project visibility, efficient collaboration and lower design and manufacturing costs, 
Smarter, Faster, Lighter delivers: 

• A single place to maintain all electronic, mechanical and software development data, from 
specifications, 3D models and analysis results to manufacturing requirements.  

• Ability to efficiently modularize and reuse existing designs while minimizing redundant product 
variations. 

http://www.aveva.com/plant
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• Unified end-to-end design processes to retain and communicate the Voice of the Customer, from 
requirement definition to final product validation.  

• Seamless concurrent collaboration with partners and suppliers, while assuring perfect data 
consistency among different disciplines.  
 

“The consumer electronics market is in a period of rapid evolution and manufacturers are under 
tremendous competitive pressure to be the first to market with unique and differentiated 
products.  However, a successful product quickly attracts copycat products from the competition,” said 
Monica Menghini, Executive Vice President, Industries & Marketing, Dassault Systèmes.  “To stay 
ahead of the competition, manufacturers must constantly enhance their products and support emerging 
technologies. The Smarter, Faster, Lighter industry solution experience spans first concept to first 
article, achieving the right design the first time, and providing the right consumer experience ahead of 
the competition.” 
 
For further information please visit:  www.3ds.com/industries/high-tech.  
 

Click here to return to Contents 

Dassault Systèmes Unveils the SOLIDWORKS 2014 Product Portfolio 
10 September 2013 
 
Dassault Systèmes today introduced SOLIDWORKS® 2014, a 3D software portfolio delivering a rich 
array of product offerings including 3D CAD, Simulation, Product Data Management, Technical 
Communication and Electrical Design that further the ability of companies to design without limits.   
 
The new SOLIDWORKS 2014 release delivers major productivity and usability gains and allows 
companies to spend more time on knowledge-centric tasks that help push innovation to the 
forefront.  Productivity boosters, workflow and mobility enhancements enable users to re-use data more 
dynamically, expediting the sharing of design data to help accelerate collaboration within product 
development. Added mobility support for Android and iOS devices allows the more than 2.1 million 
SOLIDWORKS users to connect and experience new 3D designs anywhere and anytime.  
 
Recent market studies reinforce the importance of product aesthetics in that initial customer purchase 
and experience.  Whether the end product is an industrial machine, a smartphone or a medical device, 
customers want both product functionality and appealing designs. SOLIDWORKS 2014 helps product 
designers transfer their creative ideas from design sketches and images into 3D models faster than 
before, while expanding the set of design tools to transform ideas into products for new markets.  
 
“SOLIDWORKS 2014 is the quintessential example of developers listening to what the users want and 
need, and making that a reality. New features like the ‘history tab,’ which allows multiple users to see 
and track recent design changes with the click of a mouse, are essential for collaborative work. 
Enhanced features such as assembly mates, known as ‘common mates’ in the context menu, offer 
intelligent choices based on previous usage patterns and apply new options that make sense while 
performing assemblies,” said Michael Lewis, senior mechanical engineer, Rethink Robotics.  

http://www.3ds.com/industries/high-tech/
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“Our commitment is to deliver a product portfolio that recognizes user feedback and protects users’ 
investments,” said Bertrand Sicot, CEO, SOLIDWORKS, Dassault Systèmes. “We support our users’ 
drive for excellence by giving them the enhancements needed to validate and share their product design 
– regardless of whether it’s a device to help clean the environment or technology to save a life,” added 
Bertrand. 
 
SOLIDWORKS 2014  
Sharing and gaining early support of 3D models is also done through physical prototypes working with 
SOLIDWORKS’ 3D-printing partners. With eDrawings, companies can view 3D designs and 
demonstrate how products behave in the real world through an Augmented Reality 3DExperience on any 
iOS device, such as an iPad or iPhone.    
 
The integrated SOLIDWORKS 2014 product portfolio includes new tools and enhancements to shorten 
the design process, enhance collaboration and increase productivity across four key areas: design tools, 
integrated workflows, performance increases and enhanced visualization for improved collaboration. 
Following are the top user-requested feature enhancements included in SOLIDWORKS 2014:  
 
DESIGN TOOLS  

• Advanced Shape Control – New Style Spline functionality, automatic Sketch Picture scaling and 
Conic Fillet controls allow users to create complex surfaces and organic shapes faster, easier and 
with more precise control. 

• Faster Drawing Detailing – Perform faster and more automated drawing detailing.  
• Sheet Metal Improvements – New sheet metal features enable faster creation of sheet metal 

geometry and improved data output for manufacturing. Users gain improved control over corner 
treatments, the ability to create stiffening ribs such as the indented design seen on 
mounting  brackets used to reinforce the weight and force placed on the part.  
 

INTEGRATED WORKFLOWS  
• SOLIDWORKS Enterprise PDM Streamlined Workflow – Easily manage more data with the 

new Microsoft Office integration and enhanced Web Client with graphical preview. 
• SOLIDWORKS Electrical Improved Integration and Performance – Enhanced integration with 

SOLIDWORKS Enterprise PDM and eDrawings allows users to optimize, share and track 
electrical designs more easily for improved project collaboration. 
 

INCREASED PRODUCTIVITY 
• Design Communication and Collaboration – With new support for Android devices, mobile users 

can expand their viewing choice beyond iOS mobile devices.   
• Streamlined Cost Estimating and Reporting – Users are able to cost parts faster with less setup, 

then share cost data more effectively with their business value chain. For example, key product 
development data for assembly can now be sent to Microsoft Excel allowing for easy sharing 
with departments such as manufacturing and purchasing. 
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ENHANCED VISUALIZATION  
• Streamlined Simulation Setup – SOLIDWORKS Simulation automatically leverages engineering 

data for re-use in simulations, eliminating duplication of effort and improving design 
collaboration. 

• Enhanced Assembly Performance and Visualization – Creates assemblies faster and easier with 
the new in-context Quick Mate tool bar and Slot Mate. For assembly in section views, users can 
include or exclude selected components allowing for a fast creation of more impressive section 
views.  

 
Powered by Dassault Systèmes’ 3DEXPERIENCE Platform, SOLIDWORKS design software is as 
simple as it is powerful – enabling any company to bring its vision to life and capture global markets. 
SOLIDWORKS delivers an intuitive experience in product design, simulation, publishing, data 
management and environmental impact assessment – helping millions of engineers to design without 
limits. 
 

Click here to return to Contents 

Datakit releases CrossManager© 2013.4 
12 September 2013 
 
datakit announces the CrossManager© 2013.4 update for CAD converters; along with plugins and 
SDK toolkits.  
 
Latest release comes with the following CAD reader updates:  

• Dassault™ SolidWorks 2014beta 
• Siemens™ SolidEdge ST6 
• CatiaV6 R2013X 

 
Additionally, datakit import/export SolidWorks plugins have been tested and found compatible with the 
SolidWorks 2014 beta. 
 
For up-to-date version information click here.  
 
To get more information about datakit and their services click here. 
 

Click here to return to Contents 

Gibbs and DMG / MORI SEIKI Expand Collaboration on Post Processing 
12 September 2013 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001JrVcet-Zhw-E0YV1O9rWAYNeeYU_SN_WuNqdIKYv6_8U-ZoX2HB0GA9gd21cAZoEl3RW3-jMAoS05LEwdrxwqT41r3Q0nknSY9zGjpNX-tjsJxff6g9_J5veENnnoMv6qpofzWKoDBbogtenNQ0L2Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001JrVcet-Zhw_hC9bZ3PMDJxEb3W_L2C2Bv5Jj4C5jnnsEB8USQUs4xmKtwbUPNKPrfosfOy8MEHs-aazYYMxFpIcIYCO3vuExCHZ9Sh398r0FuMc2UoQOX9S1bj6uYIZGPDcuPllf2SY=
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Gibbs and Associates, developer of GibbsCAM® software for programming CNC machine tools and a 
Cimatron company, today announced completion of the GibbsCAM interface to the DMG / MORI 
SEIKI APT (automatically programmed tool) language implementation, after taking a role in the DMG / 
MORI SEIKI standardization initiative begun last year. The technology is based upon DMG / MORI 
SEIKI’s implementation of standard APT with DMG / MORI SEIKI extensions that are supported 
within GibbsCAM. In concert with DMG / MORI SEIKI’s initial focus, the GibbsCAM interface project 
began with 3- to 5-axis machining. Upon completion of that component, the GibbsCAM interface was 
further developed to encompass both turning and mill-turn requirements. Gibbs is working with DMG / 
MORI SEIKI to support MTM machines in a future release. To the GibbsCAM user, the interface is a 
simple output selection, with no further input requirement. It will be available for demonstration at the 
EMO Hannover Trade Show, in Hannover, Germany, September 16-21, 2013. The GibbsCAM exhibit is 
Hall 25, Stand G30. 
 
The GibbsCAM interface, in combination with the DMG / MORI SEIKI post processor, enables the full 
use of features in DMG / MORI SEIKI machines and controls without the need for custom post 
processors or machine simulation models. As new machines and machine functions are introduced, 
DMG / MORI SEIKI and Gibbs will incorporate the new capabilities into their APT implementation. 
GibbsCAM users program a part in the same way as they are accustomed to doing so, but instead of 
running a GibbsCAM post processor, they select the DMG / MORI SEIKI interface, and with a single 
mouse click, generate a DMG / MORI SEIKI -specific APT-CL file. The Manufacturing Suite Post 
Processor software provided by DMG / MORI SEIKI take this data and create the machine ready NC 
code. 
 
Gibbs and Associates’ implementation of APT with DMG / MORI SEIKI extensions now provides 
output that customers can accurately post process, simulate, and execute without the need for a new post 
processor or modifications to an existing post processor for the entire range of machines that the DMG / 
MORI SEIKI APT implementation supports.  
 

Click here to return to Contents 

Knovel Launches New Cloud-Based Platform 
9 September 2013 
 
Knovel today unveiled a fully redesigned platform offering more precise search results, a simplified user 
interface, enhanced navigation capabilities and more – all in an effort to help engineers do their jobs 
more efficiently and effectively. Knovel offers a cloud-based application that integrates technical 
information from more than 100 engineering publishers and societies with analytical and search tools 
used by engineers worldwide.  
 
The new Knovel platform delivers engineers trusted answers faster, facilitates collaboration among 
disparate teams and allows for seamless integration with third-party engineering tools, enterprise 
applications and customer knowledge bases. Knovel’s evolution is the result of in-depth research and 
analysis on how engineers search for and integrate technical information into their workflow. 
 

http://www.gibbscam.com/
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“Knovel aims to help engineers solve problems faster and more precisely than ever before,” said Ella 
Balagula, Senior Vice President, Engineering and Technology Markets, Elsevier. “The Knovel platform 
was completely rebuilt from the ground up to ensure that the trusted content that we bring together is 
discoverable, answers are actionable and the overall experience is seamless – easily integrating into the 
engineer’s workflow.” 
 
The new platform elevates the user experience to a new level, bringing exceptional value to Knovel’s 
customers and partners alike. “Knovel has been an excellent publishing partner for ASM International, 
and having ASM content assets, including the ASM Handbook series, available via Knovel enables us to 
reach a broader worldwide audience of engineers and technical people,” said Scott D. Henry, Senior 
Manager, Content Development for ASM International. “Knovel’s innovative platform includes 
interactive tools which add unique functionality and value to our materials engineering content and data. 
Knovel has consistently grown the customer base for ASM content. With Knovel’s new platform, search 
is further simplified for users and that improves discoverability of content.” 
 
Knovel’s new platform is now available, and existing Knovel customers will be automatically upgraded 
in the coming months. With Knovel’s new platform: 
 
 

1. Content is discoverable 
a. Improved search includes an intelligent, answer-centric algorithm, combining textual and 

data searches; the ability to “search within” results and filter results by content types 
including interactive tables, materials data sheets, conference proceedings and more 

b. New Data Search wizard offers simplified drag & drop features to more precisely search 
and discover data content 

2. Answers are actionable 
a. New User Interface (UI) improves navigation, increases the visibility of interactive tools 

and clearly displays subscription availability 
b. Support for shared folders in My Knovel facilitates collaboration by allowing users to tag 

members of their work group or student team and share folders with links to saved titles, 
content and search queries 

3. Experience is seamless 
a. Cloud-based architecture allows for better flexibility, scalability, performance and reach 
b. APIs allow for integration into other engineering applications, customer knowledge bases 

and enterprise software tools 
c. Self-service administrative functionalities allow customers to manage their services and 

subscriptions, and access reports 
 
For more information about Knovel, please visit www.knovel.com.  Knovel customers can discuss the 
new platform with their account representative or customer support at support@knovel.com. 
 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Kubotek USA Readies for KeyCreator 2014, Kubotek Validation Tool 2014 and Kubotek ECO 
Manager 2014 
11 September 2013 
 
Kubotek USA has introduced KeyCreator 2014.  KeyCreator 2014 will include new options for 
photorealistic rendering, a new free student version, a new integrated Wire-EDM option and hundreds of 
customer driven enhancements to KeyCreator Direct CAD. 
 
The 2014 Kubotek product line also includes new versions of Validation Tool CAD Data Validation 
software and ECO Manager CAD Comparison software with many new features and enhancements, 
such as a new PowerPoint Toolbar and 3D PDF reporting functionality. 
 
As the most complete Direct Modeler available, KeyCreator 2014 continues to add more tools to aid 
design and manufacturing professionals.  For instance, KeyCreator Artisan is a brand new option that 
gives users easy-to-use tools to create photorealistic images from 3D models.  This new application 
contains pre-packaged lighting and environments and a library of drag and drop materials.  Once the 
rendering options are defined, they remain linked to the model throughout any model revisions or 
updates. With these plentiful rendering and image creation options, high quality photorealistic images 
can be quickly produced. 
 
The new KeyCreator Student Version is available free of charge to approved, eligible students. The 
KeyCreator Student Version contains the same professional-level precision design tools available as the 
commercial version of KeyCreator, including Adobe PDF output capabilities and 3D STL for rapid 
prototyping. File exporting capabilities are limited.  The KeyCreator Student Version license is 
renewable annually.  Students will have unlimited access to Kubotek University where hundreds of 
courses and learning aids are available.  Students simply need to request a KeyCreator Student Version 
license here. 
 
KeyCreator Machinist is the easiest to use and most cost effective 2- through 3-axis CAM solution for 
mold, die & tooling, wood working, rapid prototyping and general machining. The KeyCreator 
Machinist NC module will include a new Wire EDM option for 2 and 2.5 axis NC milling.  The 
integration of KeyCreator Machinist and KeyCreator Direct CAD means users can take advantage of 
many direct editing features and functions.  The software creates ultra-fast tool path generation allowing 
users to optimize machining strategies by running multiple tool path options.  
 
User-driven improvements and updates to KeyCreator Direct CAD include several drawing related 
enhancements that fuel productivity.  Users with large drawing files will like the new time-saving 
“Quick Open” option.  This feature is extremely valuable for users who need to jump back and forth 
between models and drawings.  Another new feature is the automated creation of drawing revisions from 
layouts.  This automation speeds the release of drawings to production by eliminating many steps and 
reduces the likelihood of errors.  
 
Other noteworthy enhancements include updated translators, the flexible selection of geometry sets for 
reuse in later functions, and the use of DynaHandle ToolTips as editable fields for quick, precise 

http://www.kubotek3d.com/
http://www.kubotek3d.com/
http://kubotek3d.com/Products/KeyCreator-Artisan.aspx
http://info.kubotek3d.com/keycreator-student-version-free-software
http://info.kubotek3d.com/keycreator-student-version-free-software
http://kubotek3d.com/Products/KeyCreator-Machinist.aspx
http://kubotek3d.com/Products/KeyCreator-Machinist.aspx
http://kubotek3d.com/Products/KeyCreator-Direct-CAD.aspx
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moves.  This type of direct editing gives users even more options to build the models in the quickest and 
best way they see fit.   Additionally, future KeyCreator 2014 releases will see the addition of animation 
with collision detection. 
 
Scott Sweeney, Vice President of Marketing states, “KeyCreator Direct CAD is becoming the de-facto 
one-stop-shop solution for mold makers, manufacturers and designers that need to work with multiple 
file formats, collaborate in the supply chain and get work done quickly and efficiently.  Our complete 
direct modeling package will allow one person to design, simulate motion, simulate stress, edit files, 
create drawings, machine parts or create photorealistic images all in one very competitively priced and 
easy to learn software package.  Of course, the package also allows large teams of design and 
manufacturing professionals to use any or all elements of our Direct CAD software to master their 
geometry.” 
 
Validation Tool 2014 and ECO Manager 2014 continue to help customers meet OEM quality standards 
and prevent incorrect 3D data from entering into the design and manufacturing stream.  The 2014 
product releases will focus on ease of use for customers and the ability to better organize results, 
capitalizing on previous user interface improvements.  Features such as a PowerPoint tool bar will make 
it easier for users to generate more meaningful comparison or quality reports specific to their company’s 
needs.  Automatic 3D PDF report creation will aid in the visualization of engineering change orders, 
resulting in better communication and collaboration.  
 
Tony Anderson, Vice President and General Manager, ECO Manager Business Unit says, “companies 
like Parker Hannifin and The Boeing Corporation have come to depend on our CAD Data Management 
and CAD Comparison products to enhance collaboration, reduce costs and reduce risk throughout their 
design to manufacture process.  Kubotek allows companies to master the communication of their 
geometry, regardless of the CAD file type or whether they use 3D Model Based Definition (3D MBD) 
or paper drawings. You can even integrate automated 3D design change management software it into 
your existing PLM/PDM systems.” 
 
KeyCreator 2014 is scheduled for official release on September 17, 2013.  Validation Tool 2014 and 
ECO Manager 2014 are scheduled to ship Fall 2013.  Free trials and updated product information can be 
found on www.kubotek3d.com.  
 

Click here to return to Contents 

New PCB Design Libraries for Linear Technology feature Altium 3D CAD Data and Real Time 
Supply Chain Information 
12 September 2013 
 
Altium Limited has released a new range of component libraries for board-level designs using Linear 
Technology power management devices. Available now from AltiumLive, the release delivers more 
than 13,000 new board-level component models and corresponding supply chain information, such as 
real-time price and availability data from distributors and vendors including Digi-Key, Mouser and 
Farnell, directly to designers using Altium's electronics design software Altium Designer. 
 

http://kubotek3d.com/Products/Kubotek-Validation-Tool.aspx
http://kubotek3d.com/Products/Kubotek-ECO-Manager.aspx
http://www.kubotek3d.com/
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"Developing PCB component models for manufacturers such as Linear Technology allows us to add to 
the wealth of design-ready content we provide to our customers for use in Altium products," said 
Rowland Washington, Product Manager, CAD Library and Design Data Development for Altium. 
"Releasing our design content on the AltiumLive platform allows us to effectively deliver content direct 
to our users, and enables seamless ongoing maintenance and updates to our ever increasing collection of 
supply-chain enabled component libraries, in harmony with the needs of Altium’s customers and 
partners." 
 
A component model hosted in AltiumLive includes the schematic symbol, PCB footprint and a detailed 
3D model for 3D mechanical integration during the PCB design process. Corresponding component 
price and availability data is drawn directly from vendor and supplier web services. AltiumLive also 
provides access to a host of design-related content including training and design tips videos, reference 
designs and a large range of documentation resources. 
 
The complete Linear Technology power management catalog has been covered in this release, bringing 
Altium’s overall coverage of Linear’s catalog to more than 18,000 devices. The following power 
management families are included: 

• Battery Management  
• Current Sources  
• Energy Harvesting  
• Hot Swap Controllers  
• Inductorless (Charge Pump) DC/DC Converters 
• LDO Linear Regulators  
• LED Driver ICs  
• PMIC Multifunction  
• Power Control  
• Power-over-Ethernet (PoE) Interface Controllers  
• Supercapacitor Chargers  
• Switching Regulators  
• System Supervisor, Monitor and Control  
• µModule Regulators 

 
This announcement highlights Altium's ongoing expansion of the design content available through 
AltiumLive. The total number of available components has now exceeded 140,000. The board-level 
components for new and existing Linear Technology device families, along with other vendors including 
Texas Instruments, Microchip, Maxim and more - can be accessed online by visiting the Community > 
Design Content section in AltiumLive athttp://live.altium.com/. 
 
More information on board-level components and how they are accessed in Altium Designer is available 

http://designcontent.live.altium.com/#UnifiedComponents
http://designcontent.live.altium.com/#UnifiedComponents
http://live.altium.com/
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from AltiumLive and in the related blogs. Linear Technology products are available directly from Linear 
online or from a range of Linear authorized distributors worldwide. For more information, go 
to http://www.linear.com. 
 

Click here to return to Contents 

Project Management Tool Opens Door to Efficiency and Organization for HyperWorks Users 
through Altair Partner Alliance  
12 September 2013 
 
The Altair Partner Alliance today announced its extension into the project management domain with the 
addition of the Project Team Builder (PTB) software from SandboxModel LTD. PTB helps managers 
organize and optimize plans to help ensure that project tasks progress as smoothly as possible, from start 
to finish. With virtually every industry requiring some extent of project planning, PTB is extremely 
versatile and can be applied almost anywhere. 
 
"The PTB is an excellent tool for developing project alternatives and testing these alternatives in a real-
world dynamic environment," said Dr. Yael Dubinsky from IBM Research. "It is a powerful tool for 
Agile Project Management as it helps team leaders understand the consequences of different decisions. 
Working with the PTB, the team leader can link the project's objectives and requirements to the 
schedule, analyze different tradeoffs, test the plan's success probability and mitigate project risks."  
 
The PTB Analytics tool is designed to assist project managers in significantly reducing the risk of 
planning and executing their projects. It uses simulation technology to predict the project outcome 
resulting in better decision making, more accurate forecasts and ultimately better project results. PTB is 
comprised of two modules, the Scenario Builder module and the Simulator Module. The Scenario 
Builder allows users to define the problem space by creating the project model, while the Simulator 
Module takes a predefined project and runs simulations on it.  
 
"We are looking forward to the opportunity to expand our user base to include current members of the 
Altair Partner Alliance. This partnership will help nurture and develop adoption of Project Team Builder 
and its project management philosophy throughout the engineering industries," said Guy Shtub, CEO of 
SandboxModel LTD. "PTB is the first product of its kind to be available in the APA, and we believe that 
HyperWorks users will quickly recognize its value and implement it within their current processes. This 
management tool will help promote organization and efficiency within their departments and for CAE 
organizations as a whole." 
 
The power of adding variability and interdependency to projects lies in improved decision-making, 
which the process creates. In the initial phase, the PTB Analytics approach allows the user to build a 
project team. Subsequently, it then allows those involved to achieve a better understanding of the scope 
and significance of uncertain parameters in a project, such as duration, available resources and overall 
quality, all before the project even begins. The software provides the insight to recognize issues at the 
planning stage that usually are unknown until the end of the project. It also allows for users to create a 

http://www.linear.com/
http://globalmessaging1.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7543644&adr_order=17&url=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5hbHRhaXJhbGxpYW5jZS5jb20v
http://globalmessaging1.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7543644&adr_order=17&url=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5zYW5kYm94bW9kZWwuY29tLw%3D%3D
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controlled environment to better execute the project by linking objectives and requirements to the 
schedule and analyzing all available alternatives for the project's execution. 
 
"Any company managing tasks and resources can undoubtedly benefit from Project Team Builder, 
making it a great addition to the APA," said Mike Heskitt, Chief Operating Officer for Altair Product 
Design. "Organization, process tracking and the ability to deliver projects efficiently and on-time are 
just some of the advantages that will be easily recognized by the HyperWorks community, among 
others."  
 
Available for the last 12 years, Altair's innovative unit-based licensing system allows HyperWorks users 
customizable access to a growing portfolio of applications, optimizing their return on investment (ROI) 
by making more than 28 in-house developed applications available by use of a single pool of recyclable 
HyperWorks units (HWUs).  
 
After experiencing this original licensing model's success, Altair has offered the opportunity for third-
party companies to run their own applications under this unit-based system, a collaboration now known 
as the Altair Partner Alliance. The overall flexibility of these HWUs empowers users and allows them 
access to the largest and most complete suite of CAE applications available, making the benefits to 
participating HyperWorks customers infinite. The ROI increases for users each time a new application is 
added to the offering, since any of the partner programs can be accessed using the same leased HWUs 
they are already using to run HyperWorks. This makes more than 55 additional applications available at 
no incremental cost or long-term commitment. 
 
HyperWorks users can download Project Team Builder at www.altairalliance.com/sandboxmodel. To 
learn more about SandboxModel and PTB please attend one of the introductory webinars, being held on 
September 25, 2013, at 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. EDT. These webinars will be hosted by Altair and presented 
by Sandbox. 
 

Click here to return to Contents 

zSpace and Dassault Systemes Transform 3D Training and Learning 
10 September 2013 
 
zSpace, Inc. today introduced the 3DVIA Composer zSpace Experience, a new platform to deliver 
advanced training and learning solutions in manufacturing industries such as transportation, aerospace 
and industrial equipment.   
 
Together, zSpace and Dassault Systèmes developed 3DVIA Composer zSpace Experience, a new 
solution combining the zSpace 3D virtual holographic platform and Dassault Systèmes' 3DVIA 
communications application. The solution offers an enhanced level of realism and interaction for 
training and product presentation applications. Companies can create training content in 3DVIA 
Composer and interact with it using zSpace, an intuitive and real-time environment that quickly equips 

http://globalmessaging1.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7543644&adr_order=17&url=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5hbHRhaXJoeXBlcndvcmtzLmNvbS8%3D
http://globalmessaging1.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7543644&adr_order=17&url=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5hbHRhaXJhbGxpYW5jZS5jb20vc2FuZGJveG1vZGVs
http://globalmessaging1.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7543644&adr_order=17&url=aHR0cDovL2FsdGFpcmFsbGlhbmNlLmNvbS9FdmVudERldGFpbC5hc3B4P2V2ZW50X2lkPTM3Mjc%3D
http://zspace.com/
http://zspace.com/about-zspace-holographic-computing/
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workers with the skills and accuracy needed to be productive.  
 
With 3DVIA Composer zSpace Experience, training managers and subject matter experts are outfitted 
with the tools to streamline field training, allowing workers to bypass frequently encountered barriers to 
understanding complex content. In turn, workflow productivity is made more efficient with a shorter 
learning curve, better knowledge retention and equipment familiarization, ultimately saving critical 
resources and increasing employee engagement and participation. 
 
3DVIA Composer zSpace Experience allows users to leverage existing CAD data to create an 
immersive and interactive environment by directly manipulating holographic 3D images. Users are able 
to immediately visualize and understand any concept, promoting new insights and knowledge transfer. 
By taking complex topics and making them simple to understand, users of the program can more 
effectively connect with their audience to create interesting, engaging experiences. 
 
"With 3DVIA technology, we help professionals in sales, product marketing, training and support to 
effectively explain and promote their ideas," said Garth Coleman, 3DVIA Vice President of Strategy, 
Dassault Systèmes. "By leveraging 3DVIA Composer's powerful authoring and publishing capabilities, 
users can immediately visualize and understand any concept. With zSpace, our customers effectively 
connect with their audience and create an entirely new, engaging and interactive 3D holographic training 
experience." 
 
"We are proud to partner with Dassault Systèmes," said Paul Kellenberger, CEO of zSpace. "This 
partnership aligns with our mutual strategies to bring the best quality 3D Experience to our mutual 
customers. Combining Dassault Systèmes' 3DVIA Composer with zSpace advances training solutions 
that enhance and inspire learning as well as better empower our customers to easily visualize the full 
potential of their designs and efficiently achieve their objectives." 
 

Click here to return to Contents 
 

Zuken Makes Electrical Designs Come Alive and Identifies Errors 
10 September 2013 
 
Zuken announces a new product for electrical design that identifies errors at the development stage and 
avoids costly iterations. E3.eCheck – part of Zuken’s E3.series industry-leading electrical and fluid 
CAD software – automatically ensures the schematic is functionally accurate and that wires and fuses 
are within the acceptable tolerances. The design analysis runs in real-time and replaces time-consuming 
manual checks. 
 
“E3.eCheck represents an advancement in the tools available for electrical engineering of harnesses and 
control systems. The days of prototyping and then documenting afterwards are on their way out. Today 
it is important to engineer products from concept through manufacturing. E3.eCheck not only makes 
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design analysis faster and more accurate, but it also identifies design flaws early – saving time and cost 
by eliminating prototype iterations.” - Steve Chidester, Head of International Marketing 
 
Designs come to life 
As well as catching tolerance design faults, E3.eCheck also simulates functionality checks bringing 
electrical schematics to life. Operating a switch simulates current flow through the circuit, opening and 
closing contacts or energizing coils, which in turn operate additional contacts. As the current flows 
through the circuit, loads activate or de-activate and provide immediate visual and audible feedback to 
the user on their behavior and operational accuracy. This ability to check real-world situations means 
engineers achieve enhanced design quality. 
 
Tests include: DC checks, current direction, voltage drop analysis, fuse sizing, load checking and default 
wire settings. 
 
Avoid over-engineering 
Another benefit is the ability to optimize wire gauges to save costs on copper, avoiding the tendency to 
over-engineer when using manual calculations. Improved design accuracy also means higher product 
quality and a reduction in recall costs, damage to brand reputation and improved customer satisfaction. 
 
This product will benefit users across a broad range of industries, but was developed particularly for 
users in the off-highway and special vehicles, automotive, aerospace and machinery sectors. 
 
For more information see www.zuken.com/e3-series or E3.eCheck data sheet. 
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ZWCAD+ 2014 Official Release: Complex CAD Design Made Easy and Fun 
10 September 2013 
 
ZWCAD Design today announced the availability of ZWCAD+ 2014 official version. This new release 
includes breakthrough technologies such as DWG 2013 support, Dynamic Block, built-in online storage 
tool and a whole new vocal annotation system — SmartVoice. With ZWCAD+ 2014, users can work 
more efficiently and have more fun by addressing their complex design challenges. 
 
Strengthening File Compatibility for Better Interaction 
ZWCAD+ 2014 has strengthened its compatibility with DWG/DXF 2013 and DWF files to ensure better 
daily interaction. As its API compatibility has also extended to cover .NET applications, designers and 
developers can open, edit and port applications to ZWCAD+ faster and easier. 

• DWG/DXF 2013 Support--Higher versions of DWG/DXF files are accessible, allowing 

http://www.zuken.com/e3-series
http://www.zuken.com/en/news/2013/~/media/Files/Unsecure/collateral/ds/DS-E3-eCheck-EN-2013.ashx
http://www.zwsoft.com/zwcad/index.html?utm_source=zwcad+2014_release&utm_medium=pr&utm_campaign=pr
http://www.zwsoft.com/zwcad/what_is_new/?utm_source=zwcad+2014_release&utm_medium=PR&utm_campaign=PR
http://www.zwsoft.com/about/press-center/press-releases/20130808/Dynamic_Block_in_ZWCAD+_2014_Beta_More_Flexible_to_Make_Changes.html?utm_source=zwcad+2014_release&utm_medium=pr&utm_campaign=pr
http://www.zwsoft.com/about/press-center/press-releases/20130723/ZWCAD+_Syble_Enables_Different_Desktop_mobile_Workflow_and_Project_Collaboration.html?utm_source=zwcad+2014_release&utm_medium=pr&utm_campaign=pr
http://www.zwsoft.com/about/press-center/press-releases/20130723/ZWCAD+_Syble_Enables_Different_Desktop_mobile_Workflow_and_Project_Collaboration.html?utm_source=zwcad+2014_release&utm_medium=pr&utm_campaign=pr
http://youtu.be/Jvb8uSzAG2U
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designers more fluent and accurate data interaction; 
• DWF Support--DWF files can be directly opened in ZWCAD+ 2014 without using the DWF 

viewer or other plug-ins, thus shortening the design cycle; 
• .NET API--The new .NET API empowers developers to leverage the value of code level API 

compatibility in a more efficient and timely manner. 
 
Accelerating Complex Designs with Time-saving Tools 
ZWCAD+ 2014 offers time-saving tools such as Dynamic Block and SmartVoice to optimize design 
efficiency.   

• Dynamic Block--ZWCAD+ 2014 augments the power and flexibility of Dynamic Block to 
enable faster modification and easier reuse of more sophisticated designs; 

• SmartVoice--Users can freely define, validate and share comments via vocal information, 
making annotation much more efficient and convenient; 

• Customize User Interface (CUI)--By pulling frequently used buttons into a tool bar, users can 
always work in a familiar environment with better efficiency and productivity. 

 
Taking Online Workflow to a Whole New Level 
ZWCAD+ 2014’s new online module now works seamlessly with the cloud, offering added value by 
opening new ways for users to solve their most complex design and industrial challenges. 

• ZWCAD+ Syble--ZWCAD+ 2014 can automatically upload drawings to the cloud. Coupled 
with ZWCAD+ Touch, designers can easily access their work anytime, anywhere; 

• Online Update--ZWCAD+ 2014 automatically checks the update patch to ensure users can 
always work with the latest version. 

 
“During the ZWCAD+ 2014 beta testing, we focused on customer feedback to further improve the 
performance of our product,” said Daniel Huang, Product Manager of ZWCAD+. “Thanks to all the 
ZWCAD+ users, this official version is making our users’ CAD designs, especially those complex ones, 
easier and more fun.” 
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ZWCAD Architecture 2014 Beta: Built for Immediate Architectural Productivity 
12 September 2013 
 
ZWCAD Design announced the release of ZWCAD Architecture 2014 Beta, a ZWCAD+-based 
application tailored for professional architectural designers. It provides utility features such as 3D 
visualization, parametric building components and flexible annotation, aiming to streamline 
development processes, improve product accuracy and accelerate time-to-market.  
 

http://youtu.be/GaIqsRKFVLo
http://youtu.be/iMpQ94BJcqU
http://www.zwsoft.com/zwcad/zwcad_touch/?utm_source=zwcad+2014_release&utm_medium=pr&utm_campaign=pr
http://www.zwsoft.com/zwcad/index.html?utm_source=arch_beta&utm_medium=PR&utm_campaign=PR
http://www.zwsoft.com/zwcad/zwcad_architecture/index_pr.html?utm_source=arch_beta&utm_medium=PR&utm_campaign=PR
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“In a bid to help AEC designers address today’s industrial challenges, ZWCAD Architecture 2014 Beta 
brings a whole new level of capability to architectural design,” said Daniel Huang, Product Manager of 
ZWCAD+. “Designers can take advantage of its fast, accurate and easy-to-use tools to make efficient 
architectural design a reality.” 
 
Associative 3D Visualization Functions 
In architectural and interior design industries, designers tend to impress clients with final visual images 
by 3D rendering. Equipped with the 3D rendering feature, ZWCAD Architecture 2014 Beta allows 
designers to communicate with project stakeholders with better visualization. This new release enables 
users to directly generate 2D sections, elevations and 3D rendering models from floor plans. To ensure 
higher accuracy, every small adjustment will be automatically transformed to the 3D model, making the 
visualization process more smooth and efficient. 
 
Convenient Parametric Building Components 
Various types of building components such as doors, windows and roofs are integrated into ZWCAD 
Architectural 2014 Beta, with which designers can freely insert any patterns from the library, and 
change the shape, width and length to fit their specific design needs. Architectural design will be more 
convenient with designers able to modify and justify the position of doors and windows in batch. With 
only a few clicks, all the pile widths, distances to wall and axis will automatically follow the adjusted 
batch components, which will save a significant amount of labor and time. 
 
Flexible Annotation System 
ZWCAD Architecture 2014 Beta makes full use of fast and flexible associative dimensions to greatly 
improve efficiency. The in-place editable texts and tables clearly annotate the drawings, while the room 
tags separate each room for better drawing evaluation and management. With necessary architecture 
symbols such as compass, revision cloud, symmetry symbols and more, users can create more accurate 
designs in less time.  
 
ZWCAD Architecture 2014 Beta is available from September 12th, with many other features such as 
customized pattern library and organized schedules to optimize design efficiency.  
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