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Autodesk to Acquire Upchain 
Delivering cloud-based PLM and PDM 
CIMdata Highlight 

Today, April 15, 2021, Autodesk announced their intent to acquire cloud-based product 
lifecycle management (PLM) and product data management (PDM) solution provider, Upchain. 
The acquisition provides Autodesk an established data collaboration platform upon which to 
support a decentralized product value chain. Upchain delivers a multi-tenant, cloud-native 
software-as-a-service (SaaS) architecture with rapid-deploy capability. CIMdata welcomes the 
acquisition and believes it will provide Autodesk customers improved capabilities to manage 
complex product systems across distributed teams of stakeholders.  

Autodesk has indicated they will maintain Upchain’s open approach to data, supporting 
integration not only with Autodesk solutions Inventor, AutoCAD, and Fusion 360, but also with 
other CAD systems used in the product manufacturing industry. Autodesk indicated that one 
of their first actions will be to integrate Upchain with Forge, Autodesk’s cloud-based developer 
platform. 

Mr. Andrew Anagnost, President and CEO of Autodesk stated, “The convergence of data and 
processes is transforming the industry. By integrating Upchain with our existing offerings, 
Autodesk customers will be able to easily move data without barriers and will be empowered 
to unlock and harness valuable insights that can translate to fresh ideas and business success.” 

“Comments by Autodesk on their analyst call announcing the acquisition suggest that customer 
demands for cloud-native PDM were increasing and acquiring Upchain was a great way to 
meet that demand,” says Stan Przybylinski, CIMdata’s Vice President. “It also clarifies 
Autodesk’s digital thread support, focusing more on the engineering work in process than 
perhaps they were doing with Forge, their platform initiative.” 

The transaction is subject to customary closing conditions and is expected to close during 
Autodesk's second quarter of fiscal year 2022, ending July 31, 2021. 

About CIMdata 
CIMdata, an independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to 
maximize an enterprise’s ability to design, deliver, and support innovative products and 
services through the identification and implementation of appropriate digital initiatives. Since 
its founding over thirty-five years ago, CIMdata has delivered world-class knowledge, expertise, 
and best-practice methods on a broad set of product lifecycle management (PLM) solutions 
and the digital transformation they enable. CIMdata also offers research, subscription services, 
publications, and education through certificate programs and international conferences. To 
learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website at http://www.CIMdata.com or contact 
CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108, USA. Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: 
+1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV Weert, The Netherlands. Tel: +31 (0) 
495.533.666. 


