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CIMdata News 

Infor Innovation Summit—Infor OS Ready for Prime Time (CIMdata Commentary) 

9 May 2018 

Key takeaways: 

• Infor continues to invest heavily in “Infor OS,” a strong platform technology stack that includes 

AI (“Coleman”), Data Lake and Analytics, BI, Cloud, and Common User Experience among 

others. 

• Numerous Infor applications are being rewritten to leverage the capabilities of Infor OS, 

combining them into a seamless SaaS Cloud offering for their users. 

• Infor has made a major commitment to embedding AI and data analytics within their full product 

suite and providing the tools to help their customer through the digitalization journey. 

CIMdata recently attended Infor’s Innovation Summit 2018 held March 19 and 20 in New York City, 

New York. Charles Phillips, Infor’s CEO, was the keynote speaker and kicked off the Summit with an 

overview of Infor’s achievements for the past year and set the stage for the Innovation Summit. Mr. 

Phillips stated that Infor currently has over 16,000 employees, delivered 176 new products during the 

last 12 months, and has over 71 million users subscribing to the Infor Cloud. Mr. Phillips described 

Infor’s strategy’s five focus areas: 

• Artificial intelligence—using their Coleman platform and Reveal applications 

• Analytics delivered—Birst BI  

• Network—supporting commerce and IoT 

• Cloud suites for selected industries 

• Industry last mile solutions 

He described how Infor has built a platform—Info OS—upon which most Infor solutions are, or will be, 

delivered. CIMdata was impressed with the work Infor has done to date in creating Infor OS. It is a full 

platform and includes Soho (UX), Ming.le (collaboration), ION (process integration), Federated 

Services (security), Data Lake (data management), Local.ly (digital compliancy), Mongoose PaaS 

(extensibility), Search, Graph, A.I.(Coleman), IoT, and Document Management. This is a 

comprehensive suite that crosses all of Infor’s major business solutions: PLM, ERP, and CRM.  

CIMdata was also impressed with how Infor is embedding AI, machine learning, and cognitive 

recognition within their solutions. Using their Coleman AI platform and Reveal applications they want 

their clients to be able to understand and answer (automatically whenever possible) the following: 

• What happened? 

• Why did it happen” 
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• What will happen next? 

We believe that AI will become a core capability within business solutions and we applaud Infor’s 

leading efforts in this area. 

Following Mr. Phillips, Mr. Massimo Capoccia, SVP Infor OS, discussed the Infor OS and Data Lake. 

He stated that Infor’s objective is to create an environment with a uniform behavior of micro-services to 

deliver a consistent user experience and to connect data for multi-consumption throughout the business. 

Mr. Capoccia noted that this has been a seven-year journey to get all of Infor’s ERP modules on the 

platform. 

Infor is transitioning from “versions” of software towards a SaaS model with monthly updates to the 

cloud version, running on a single code base. He stated that they have 7,000 plus Infor OS customers 

running on-premise and via their cloud suites. Users’ deployments can be via a variety of options: 

hybrid, on/off premise, or single tenant cloud-based solution. 

Mr. Capoccia indicated that the Infor Data Lake is a multipurpose service—a multi-tenant service—that 

is part of the OS and CloudSuite. Infor uses ION and direct streams to get data into the “lake.” 

Customers can have multiple, federated data lakes and can consume that data with: 

• Birst BI—creates data warehouses 

• Elastic search index—cloud search 

• Mongoose PaaS—build apps linked via ION 

• Coleman AI PaaS—build Machine Learning (ML) models  

CIMdata believes that Infor’s data lake and AI approaches can provide valuable capabilities for their 

customers to better understand their business and their customer’s needs and to react to them more 

quickly. 

A session CIMdata really enjoyed was that of Infor’s AI program presented by Mr. Rick Rider, Product 

Director, AI Technology. Infor’s enterprise intelligence platform is Coleman, named after Ms. Katherine 

Coleman Johnson, the NASA research mathematician featured in the book and movie “Hidden Figures.” 

Mr. Rider stated that Infor wants to provide AI at all levels of the enterprise, that runs by itself, is 

inexpensive to compute, automates for all, and available through both a voice UX and a hands-free UX. 

The objective is to have a seamless connection within the Infor OS environment. 

He stated that they plan to deliver three experience levels; Advisory, Augmentation, and Automation. 

Coleman and associated science applications are or will be linked to Infor’s Data Lake and help feed 

Birst BI technologies. Reveal is intended to answer questions (in anticipation). It is designed to enable 

customer to ask questions such as: 

• What happened? e.g., KPIs by sub-sets of micro-industries, anomaly detection 

• Why did it happen? e.g., correlation analysis, causal factors, insights 

• What should I do?—use Coleman science apps—forecasting, optimization, etc. 

The Coleman AI PaaS for building augmentation and automation models is in development, not yet in 

general release, but will be embedded within many of Infor’s business solutions. Figure 1 shows an 

example of Coleman AI for Predictive Maintenance on a pump with IoT sensors. CIMdata, as stated 

earlier, thinks AI will be a key capability going forward and is excited to see Infor making a strong 



CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 4 

commitment to these solutions.  

Mr. Marc Scibelli of Infor described their approach to Digital Services and Infor’s focus on helping 

create the networked digital industry. They want their customers to be able to do more than just 

digitize—they must go through digitalization and the business transformations that it will drive. To be 

successful in the digital age, Mr. Scibelli stated that the “How” is as important as the “What.” Infor’s 

intent is to provide their customers with the tools to address the “How” as they go through the digital 

journey. 

 

Figure 1—Predictive Maintenance Example Using Infor OS AI Capabilities 

(Courtesy of Infor) 

Throughout the remainder of the Summit the focus was on deeper dives into other Infor OS components 

as well as Infor Industry vertical solutions and customer case studies focused on health care, retail, and 

manufacturing. 

CIMdata is pleased to see Infor developing a strong platform architecture and transitioning its major 

solutions to that platform. We are also excited to see Infor’s commitment to AI and how they are 

embedding those capabilities within all their solutions. We think that Infor OS provides Infor users with 

a compelling set of platform capabilities. We also strongly support Infor’s focus on helping their 

customers through the digitalization journey. Infor may have even overrun their client’s ability to absorb 

all the new changes. Infor’s next major challenge will be in communicating these capabilities—to the 

market and most importantly, their clients. 

 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, an independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize an 

enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM). CIMdata provides world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-

practice methods on PLM. CIMdata also offers research, subscription services, publications, and 

education through international conferences. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website 

at http://www.CIMdata.com or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108, 

USA. Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV Weert, The 

Netherlands. Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

http://www.cimdata.com/
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Phoenix Integration User’s Conference Focuses on Integration of MDAO with Systems Engineering 

(CIMdata Commentary) 

8 May 2018 

Key takeaways: 

• Multi-disciplinary Model-Based Systems Engineering (MBSE) is still in the early stages of 

industry adoption, similar in nature to the state of MCAD and MCAE technology adoption in the 

early 1990s. 

• Early adopters of model-based engineering techniques are working to implement an integrated 

MBSE/MDAO approach within selected programs and domains with positive metrics of success; 

albeit not without the normal cultural challenges of organizational/process change and related 

people training. 

• System architecture design and modeling languages such as SysML are maturing to meet the 

needs of the engineering community in designing, developing, and maintaining more robust 

cyber-physical systems where embedded software and electronics content is increasing at a 

rapid pace. 

• Commercial solution providers are building integration platforms and tools such as Phoenix 

Integration ModelCenter and MBSEPak to bridge the gap between the currently loosely 

connected domains of traditional systems engineering (RFLP) and PLM/MCAD/MCAE, ECAD, 

and ALM. 

Phoenix Integration International Users Conference Highlights 

CIMdata was provided the opportunity to participate in the recent Phoenix Integration International 

Users Conference event held in Annapolis, MD, on April 17-19, 2018. Approximately 85 engineers. 

Scientists, and managers from industry, government, and academia were in attendance at this 3-day 

event spanning the disciplines of behavior modeling and simulation, multi-disciplinary design analysis 

and optimization(MDAO), and model-based systems engineering (MBSE).  

During the first two days of the event, speakers presented their experiences with implementing MDAO 

and MBSE in application domains covering space systems, aircraft, defense systems, shipbuilding, and 

power infrastructure. Participants were exposed to several keynote presentations on each day from 

industry thought leading organizations such as Airbus Defense and Space, DoD/Office of the Secretary 

of Defense, the U.S. Navy Naval Air Systems Command, and NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory, as well 

as more in depth technical sessions during two parallel tracks focused on Phoenix Integration’s 

ModelCenter technologies and implementation best practices for MDAO and MBSE. Day three of the 

event was dedicated to hands-on ModelCenter user training and sharing of implementation best practices 

for both MDAO and MBSE. 

Simulation & Analysis, MBSE, and PLM solution providers also participated during the first two days 

of the event. Commercial software and solution partners of Phoenix Integration who presented at the 

conference included AGI, Altair, Maplesoft, No Magic, and PTC. 

Phoenix Integration also made several product announcements on the first day of the event. The current 

file:///C:/Users/svos/Documents/Newsletter%202018/DAILY/8May2018.doc%23Contents
file:///C:/Users/svos/Documents/Newsletter%202018/DAILY/8May2018.doc%23Contents
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release of ModelCenter 12 is the first version to work on a full 64-bit memory architecture. This has 

enabled users to build and execute much larger simulation workflows containing more tool integration 

process steps as well as to run many more design of experiment (DoE) iterations with a minimal level of 

manual user interaction. A sample performance metric provided by Phoenix Integration on the impact of 

this new 64-bit capability was a factor of 8+ increase in the number of analysis iterations that can be 

completed for a complex analysis workflow, with an attendant decrease in compute cycle time of almost 

50% versus ModelCenter 11. 

ModelCenter 13 will be released at the end this May 2018. Major new features and enhancements will 

include: 

• A new results visualization and plotting infrastructure will enable faster 3D rendering, plotting, 

and visualization of all the ModelCenter suite of results visualization tools for sensitivity 

analysis, DOE, Monte Carlo, etc. Plots and visualization tools are more professional looking, 

intuitive, and configurable and utilize a technology that will enable future display within web 

browsers. All the plotting defaults were updated based on customer feedback to make plot 

creation easier and more intuitive. 

• An annual token licensing model in addition to the current traditional feature-based licensing. 

This new licensing model will give users the flexibility to run any feature within the entire 

ModelCenter suite of core applications including any MCAD or MBSE specialty tool plug-ins. 

Users can also deploy tokens to run large DoEs on highly parallel processing compute facilities 

such as HPC centers. 

Several years ago, Phoenix senior management made a sound strategic decision to focus on enabling 

model-based and simulation-driven systems engineering, commonly referred to as MBSE. It was clear to 

Phoenix then and remains clear to many in the industry today that using more advanced simulation 

technology early in the conceptual design of a complex system offers perhaps the greatest potential 

business impact and ROI for model-based systems engineering. CIMdata research and experience 

supports this as well. Doing many more “what if” simulations before committing to a single “optimal 

design” for detailed hardware and software development can translate into a significant reduction in the 

total systems development time and costs, as well as significant cost efficiencies throughout the entire 

lifecycle of the system’s deployment and usage. 

In addition to defining the system-level requirements and allocating those functional requirements down 

to the sub-system and component levels, systems engineers typically perform various levels of trade 

studies to identify the most promising design alternatives to meet the customer requirements and also to 

identify potential key failure modes and effects analysis (FMEA). There is also a certain level of 

verification and validation (V&V) of the conceptual design vs. the requirements which occurs in this 

early stage of systems design. However, the use of more advanced simulation and analysis tools has 

historically been very limited due to the time required to build and execute more detailed models and the 

depth of expertise required across various specialty analysis domains such as structural dynamics, fluid 

dynamics, electromagnetics, orbital mechanics, etc. As a result, if behavior analyses are performed in 

this conceptual design stage, they are often performed with tools such as Excel spreadsheets and 

relatively low fidelity calculations including specialty custom software that links a few key performance 

parameters across the various engineering domain silos (mechanical, electrical/electronics, software, 

controls, chemical, etc.). Simulations that are performed at this stage are done to understand design 

trade-offs for performance, cost, weight, etc., and are used to evaluate design alternatives (A vs. B vs. C) 

versus V&V of the final detailed design or “as built” physical prototypes. But obviously, the higher the 
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fidelity of simulation models that one can use at this systems design stage, the better the insights. 

A simulation process integration and design optimization framework such as ModelCenter is ideally 

suited to address the gaps identified above and to provide a process and data bridge between the worlds 

of traditional systems engineering and the advanced simulation domains of analysis experts that consist 

of highly tool heterogeneous workflows. The missing piece of the puzzle was the link with the emerging 

modeling standard for systems architecture design- the SysML modeling language. It was with this goal 

in mind that Phoenix Integration developed and first released MBSEPak/MBSE Analyzer in March of 

2013 (see Figure 1). 

 

Figure 1: MBSE Analyzer Function Within ModelCenter MBSEPak 

(Courtesy of Phoenix Integration) 

In September 2018, Phoenix will release ModelCenterMBSE; the next generation of the 

MBSEPak/MBSE Analyzer functionality. Key new features will include: 

• MBSE Pak connects to SysML models today only though key parameters exposed in the 

Parametric Diagram. ModelCenter MBSE will enable connections to other SysML elements and 

model variables contained in other standard SysML diagrams. 

• ModelCenter MBSE will add integrations to PTC’s Integrity Modeler 9.0 and Vitech’s 

Genesys6.0. Phoenix will continue to support existing integrations with No Magic’s MagicDraw, 

Cameo Systems Modeler, and Cameo Enterprise Architect as well as IBM’s Rational suite. 

Despite the substantial progress being made in bringing together MDAO with MBSE, all the presenters 

acknowledged the significant people, cultural, and organizational challenges that exist in adapting 

today’s systems engineering and simulation best practices into an integrated MBSE process framework. 

CIMdata finds that, as with any significant process and technology change, there will be normal cultural 

resistance due to existing organizational processes as well as knowledge and information silos that run 

counter to the collaborative nature of a systems-centric process. Ultimately, MBSE will not be 

successful unless it helps break down communication barriers among all the stakeholders in the product 

development process. Realizing the benefits of having a common systems description (i.e., a digital 

master model vs. documents) for today’s complex systems and even systems of systems absolutely 
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requires a next generation digital-based approach. The U.S. Department of Defense is very vocal on this 

point and several high-level presenters at the event made it very clear that an MBSE approach is 

absolutely mission critical to ensure the continued safety and prosperity of the United States and the 

Western world. Ms. Philomena Zimmerman, OSD Deputy Director of Tools and Environments, stated 

that a digital engineering strategy is the foundation for improving agility, quality, and efficiently in 

DoD. 

Resistance to change will also be present at the individual system engineer level. To address this reality, 

presenters highlighted the importance of training and education so that today’s simulation and systems 

engineers clearly understand the benefits that can accrue to them (How this makes my job easier.) as 

well as to the organization (creating successful products and profits). Providing MBSE mentors and 

technical support in pilot implementation projects is critical to make the systems engineer feel more 

productive using MBSE and MDAO as a complement to their existing tools and deep process 

knowledge and to ensure successful MBSE implementations, including both hard and soft benefit 

metrics. Also important is to make the tools as easy to use as possible for non-experts. A very promising 

example of this “democratization of MBSE” approach was presented at the event by the Maplesoft team. 

The newly introduced MapleMBSE product provides an intuitive, Excel spreadsheet-based UI for 

entering detailed system design definitions used in SysML authoring tools (e.g., structures, behaviors, 

requirements, and parametric constraints) and then integrates that spreadsheet information behind the UI 

with standard MBSE platforms (e.g., IBM Rhapsody, No Magic MagicDraw) for trade studies and rapid 

impact analysis of design changes. This novel approach does not require an engineer to use or to 

understand systems design tools based on SysML. 

Many of the presenters encouraged the “crawl-walk-run” model of MBSE implementation, which has 

historically been most successful in engineering domains when introducing new processes and 

technologies such as MCAD, MCAE, product data management (PDM), and product lifecycle 

management (PLM). Initial implementation projects must be realistically scoped and staffed and need 

passionate internal champions in senior engineering management as well as on the program technical 

team that will not allow the initial MBSE implementation projects to fail due to the inevitable 

organizational and cultural hurdles and resistance to change. Success metrics and business benefits, both 

financial and non-financial, should be agreed upon up front with the team and then tracked carefully 

throughout the project to establish a baseline for ROI. The audience was in agreement that the early 

adopter engineers must become more vocal champions of MBSE and proactively promote the success 

stories that are achieved within their organizations as well as within their industry peers. 

CIMdata has long been a proponent of process integration and design optimization (PIDO) frameworks 

such as Phoenix Integrations’ ModelCenter. We have also observed to our dismay that MDAO 

technologies have struggled over the past 1½ to 2 decades to gain mainstream acceptance within the 

broader PLM community, despite the acquisition of PIDO tools such as iSight by Dassault Systèmes 

over a decade ago and more recently HEEDS by Siemens PLM Software. In our opinion, the tighter 

integration of MDAO with MBSE is a natural marriage that should provide increased momentum for the 

adoption of model-based methods and tools within both engineering domains and, more importantly, 

provide tangible business benefits to the industry as well as government organizations that truly embrace 

model-based approaches for the “engineering of complex systems.” Everyone, especially senior 

management, needs to understand that achieving the ultimate benefits of digital engineering is a journey 

and an evolution from traditional document-centric systems engineering, not a revolution.  

With their sharpened strategic focus on model-based engineering and a new senior management team 

firmly in place led by industry veteran CEO Jane Trenaman, CIMdata is confident that Phoenix 
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Integration will indeed be a company that can help speed up the evolution to a model-based systems 

engineering environment for its customers. CIMdata will continue to track Phoenix Integration’s growth 

as an independent and “authoring tool neutral” company as well as the growth of the MDAO and MBSE 

segments within the overall PLM market. 

 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, an independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize an 

enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM). CIMdata provides world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-

practice methods on PLM. CIMdata also offers research, subscription services, publications, and 

education through international conferences. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website 

at http://www.CIMdata.com or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108, 

USA. Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV Weert, The 

Netherlands. Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

CIMdata conducts Knowledge Councils in a number of PLM related domains including Simulation-

Driven Systems Development. In addition to research and consulting in these areas, CIMdata hosts 

annual PLM Roadmap events where industry, government, software and service providers, and 

academia participate to discuss industry best practices, identify industry issues and requirements and 

exchange information on the challenges of practical implementation of next generation methods, tools, 

and technologies. The next PLM Roadmap events will take place in May 2018 in the United States and 

October, 2018 in Germany. See www.cimdata.com for more information. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Acquisitions 

Google announces intent to acquire Velostrata 

9 May 2018 

Announced on the Google Blog: 

“Today, Google is excited to announce that it has entered into an agreement to acquire Israel-based 

Velostrata, a leader in enterprise cloud migration technology. 

As more and more enterprises move to the cloud, many need a simple way to migrate from on-premises 

and adopt the cloud at their own pace. This helps them take advantage of what the cloud has to offer—

speed, scalability, and access to technologies like advanced data analytics and machine learning. 

With Velostrata, Google Cloud customers obtain two important benefits: they’ll be able to adapt their 

workloads on-the-fly for cloud execution, and they can decouple their compute from storage without 

performance degradation. This means they can easily and quickly migrate virtual machine-based 

workloads like large databases, enterprise applications, DevOps, and large batch processing to and from 

the cloud. On top of that, customers can control and automate where their data lives at all times—either 

on-premises or in the cloud—in as little as a few clicks.   

This acquisition, subject to closing conditions, will add to our broad portfolio of migration tools to 

http://www.cimdata.com/
http://www.cimdata.com/
file:///C:/Users/svos/Documents/Newsletter%202018/DAILY/8May2018.doc%23Contents
file:///C:/Users/svos/Documents/Newsletter%202018/DAILY/8May2018.doc%23Contents
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support enterprises in their journey to the cloud. That way, businesses can simplify their onboarding 

process to Google Cloud Platform, and easily migrate workloads to Google Compute Engine. 

We’re excited about the talented team that will be joining us in our Tel Aviv office, and the technical 

strength they bring to Google Cloud. For more information, you can read Velostrata’s blog post by co-

founder and CEO Issy Ben-Shaul. 

We look forward to sharing more details after close—stay tuned!” 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Hawk Ridge Systems Acquires Cimtronics Midwest Creating the Largest Center of Excellence for 

Manufacturing Processes in North America 

8 May 2018 

Hawk Ridge Systems has acquired Cimtronics Midwest. The combined company will create one of the 

largest and most comprehensive North American 3D design and manufacturing reseller networks for 

SOLIDWORKS, CAMWorks, 3D Printers from HP, Markforged, UnionTech and Predator Shop Floor 

Systems. 

Cimtronics Midwest, a leading Midwest provider of SOLIDWORKS CAM, CAMWorks, Predator and 

Post Processing, will be joining the Hawk Ridge Systems family. With the merger, Cimtronics Midwest 

clients will now have access to the full product portfolio offered by Hawk Ridge Systems which include 

3D Printers from HP, Markforged and UnionTech. Additionally, Hawk Ridge Systems offers a wide 

array of productivity software tools and services that were previously only available to Hawk Ridge 

Systems clients. 

“The combined partnership of Cimtronics Midwest and Hawk Ridge Systems makes complete sense,” 

says Dale Ford, President and CEO of Hawk Ridge Systems. “Our CAM teams have been working 

together for years sharing CAM and Post Processing Projects, so it is only a natural progression that we 

would choose Cimtronics Midwest as we expand our footprint in the Midwest. Best of all, we are now in 

the position to offer more software choices, tools, and resources to support our new customers in the 

Midwest.” 

Cimtronics Midwest President, Jim Lemke agrees, “The way we work with our clients is very similar to 

the Hawk Ridge Systems approach. Customer satisfaction is our #1 goal, and we are both committed to 

keeping it that way. This merger is going to let us bring in more resources and leverage the very deep 

bench of technical and engineering expertise that Hawk Ridge Systems is known for. That means we 

will be able to offer more solutions to help solve our clients’ critical business challenges. To be a part of 

the Hawk Ridge Systems family is a win for our clients, our team, and our partners.” 

The combined company serves 18,500 customers from 20 offices and has 210 employees. The company 

will continue business as usual and will merge under the Hawk Ridge Systems umbrella mid-year 2018. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Nokia acquires SpaceTime Insight to expand its IoT software portfolio and accelerate vertical 

https://velostrata.com/blog/velostrata-has-signed-an-agreement-to-join-google-cloud
file:///C:/Users/svos/Documents/Newsletter%202018/DAILY/10May2018.doc%23Contents
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application development 

7 May 2018 

Nokia has acquired SpaceTime Insight to expand its Internet of Things (IoT) portfolio and IoT analytics 

capabilities, and accelerate the development of new IoT applications for key vertical markets. 

Based in San Mateo, California, with offices in the U.S., Canada, U.K., India and Japan, SpaceTime 

Insight provides machine learning-powered analytics and IoT applications for some of the world's 

largest transportation, energy and utilities organizations, including Entergy, FedEx, NextEra Energy, 

Singapore Power and Union Pacific Railroad. Its machine learning models and other advanced analytics, 

designed specifically for asset-intensive industries, predict asset health with a high degree of accuracy 

and optimize related operations. As a result, SpaceTime Insight's applications help customers reduce 

cost and risk, increase operational efficiencies, reduce service outages and more. 

The acquisition supports Nokia's software strategy by bringing SpaceTime Insight's sales expertise and 

proven track record in IoT application development, machine learning and data science to the Nokia 

Software IoT product unit. It will strengthen Nokia's IoT software portfolio and IoT analytics 

capabilities, and accelerate the development of Nokia's IoT offerings to deliver high-value IoT 

applications and services to new and existing customers. 

The addition of SpaceTime Insight will also broaden the company's ability to deliver new, advanced 

applications for key vertical markets, including energy, logistics, transportation and utilities. 

Paul Lau, Chief Grid Strategy and Operations Officer at Sacramento Municipal Utility District, 

said: "We've partnered with SpaceTime to help us be more responsive, more efficient and ultimately 

able to deliver more value to our customers. Combining their innovative solutions with Nokia's world-

class portfolio will provide customers with powerful new tools to better manage assets, maximize 

efficiencies and deliver new capabilities." 

Bhaskar Gorti, president of Nokia Software, said: "Adding SpaceTime to Nokia Software is a strong 

step forward in our strategy, and will help us deliver a new class of intelligent solutions to meet the 

demands of an increasingly interconnected world. Together, we can empower customers to realize the 

full value of their people, processes and assets, and enable them to deliver rich, world-class digital 

experiences." 

SpaceTime Insight and its CEO Rob Schilling will join the IoT product unit within the Nokia Software 

business group.   

Rob Schilling, CEO of SpaceTime Insight, said: "Today marks a transformational moment for 

SpaceTime, and I'm delighted to join forces with one of the world's top organizations-a global brand that 

is reshaping the future of networking and intelligent software. I am excited for this incredible 

opportunity to help accelerate and scale Nokia's IoT business and provide a new class of next-generation 

IoT solutions customers cannot find anywhere else." 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Symphony Technology Group Acquires Winshuttle Holdings, LLC 

9 May 2018 
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Winshuttle Holdings, LLC (Winshuttle), a SAP-centric robotic process automation and data 

management platform provider, announced today that it has been acquired by Symphony Technology 

Group (STG) based in Palo Alto, CA. STG is a strategic private equity firm with $2 billion in assets 

under management focused on transforming high-potential companies into definitive market leaders. 

The firm’s long-term outlook allows its portfolio of software, data and analytics companies to develop 

innovative product offerings that will appeal to high-growth markets. 

“This is an exciting step for Winshuttle that will allow us to leverage the tremendous expertise of STG 

to accelerate and scale our offering in the application data management space,” said John Pierson, CEO 

of Winshuttle. “This partnership will allow us to deepen and broaden the value we deliver to our very 

satisfied customer base comprised of many of the world’s largest brands.” 

Winshuttle is a leading provider of data automation and data process management software for the 

enterprise, typically in SAP environments. The company offers software that improves data accuracy 

and maximizes the productivity of business users who interface directly with SAP (e.g., Finance, HR, 

Supply Chain, IT) by automating workflows and data movement. Winshuttle has a total global 

headcount of approximately 300 people with headquarters in Bothell, Washington, offices in North 

America, UK, France, Germany, and India, and remote employees around the world. 

“Winshuttle is an established leader in the data management and robotic process automation industry 

with an excellent track record of providing innovative solutions that serve the needs of more than 1,800 

of the world’s largest corporations,” said William Chisholm, STG Managing Partner. “We are thrilled to 

partner with John and the Winshuttle team to help accelerate the growth of the company’s next 

generation of application data management solutions. We look forward to embarking together on the 

journey ahead.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Company News 

CGTech Opens New Office in Russia 

10 May 2018 

CGTech, the developer of VERICUT CNC simulation, verification and optimization software, is pleased 

to announce the formation of a direct office in Russia. Headquartered in Moscow, the subsidiary is 

responsible for marketing, sales, technical support, and reseller support throughout Russia. 

“CGTech is committed to customer success around the world, as demonstrated by our continued 

investment in local offices for direct sales and support,” said Jon Prun, President of CGTech. “There is a 

growing demand for simulation of complex machine tools and CGTech is well positioned to provide 

manufacturers with the skills and technologies they need to be successful.” 

The office is located at White Stone Business Park, Floor 5, Office 524, 4-Y Lesnoy Pereulok 4, 

Moscow, 125047. “This office is a real benefit for our existing Russian customers. It strengthens our 

position as the worldwide leader in NC simulation, verification, and optimization technologies,” said 

Prun. 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Dassault Systèmes Launches 3DEXPERIENCE On Wheels 2018 in Pune 

9 May 2018 

Dassault Systèmes, the 3DEXPERIENCE Company, launched the 3DEXPERIENCE on WHEELS 2018 

campaign in Pune. The 3DEXPERIENCE on WHEELS is a nationwide campaign to connect small and 

medium enterprises and industrial hubs in tier II cities showcasing the3DEXPERIENCE platform.  

Samson Khaou, Managing Director, Dassault Systèmes India said, “The start-up and SME sector is a 

goldmine for growth in India. We are committed to collaborating with start-ups and SMEs at every step 

to boost innovation and sustainable product development. Cloud is a great enabler in this process and 

with the 3DEXPERIENCE platform we will continue to create opportunities for entrepreneurs to build 

better products and catalyse innovation in manufacturing. We plan to work closely with the 

Governments’ mission of sustainable innovation in electric vehicles… With3DEXPERIENCE on 

WHEELS we take a step forward in our strategy to create new reach and new markets for the adoption 

of the3DEXPERIENCE platform.” 

3DEXPERIENCE on WHEELS 2018 is a mobile lounge mounted on a bus that will travel to 23 cities 

across 16 states in India in over six months and connect directly to over 250 companies.  

Click here to return to Contents 

 

GE and Altair Sign Agreement for Exclusive Distribution of GE’s Flow Simulator Software 

7 May 2018 

Altair and GE have signed a multi-year software agreement making Altair the exclusive distributor for 

GE’s Flow Simulator software. This comprehensive engine system modeling software provides the 

functionality of numerous tools for fluid systems to enable multi-disciplinary analyses. Altair will 

leverage its expertise in commercial software deployment and support, broad industry domain 

knowledge, and global footprint to expand the technology’s adoption. 

 

“We are very excited to work with Altair Engineering to commercialize our Flow Simulator software, a 

GE state-of-the art engine system modeling tool,” said Gary Mercer, Vice President and General 

Manager of Engineering for GE Aviation. “This software helped guide GE to design world record 

efficient gas turbines and the more advanced aircraft engines in the industry.” 

 

Developed internally by GE with a modern Graphics User Interface (GUI), GE’s Flow Simulator is a 

robust multi-grid based solver. It uses the powerful continuity-based Newton-Raphson method, 

encompassing several numerical techniques that conquer the robustness issues of stiff fluid system 

designs. It currently serves more than 1,500 users as a single-fluid system modeling tool across the 

aerothermal and combustion engineering design communities at GE. 

 

“Flow Simulator’s mixed fidelity simulation capabilities for engine systems fill an important gap to help 

improve design processes and reduce development, manufacturing and operational costs for many 

organizations. It is a welcome addition to Altair’s strong multiphysics system modeling portfolio,” said 

http://3ds.com/
http://3ds.com/
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Dr. Uwe Schramm, Chief Technical Officer at Altair. 

 

In June, Altair and GE experts will demonstrate Flow Simulator software at the ASME Turbo Expo 

taking place in Oslo Norway. Learn more and schedule a demo at www.altair.com/asme. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Industrie 4.0: KUKA and VINCI Energies strike out in new directions 

27 April 2018 

The opening ceremony for the digital lab “Digitalschmiede” of VINCI Energies Germany attracted 

customers, partners and employees alike. 

The goal of the new “Digitalschmiede”: to present prototypes from the Industrie 4.0 areas of Smart 

Industry, Smart Building, Smart Maintenance, Smart Energy and Smart City. 

During a guided tour through the new facilities featuring a number of use cases, the pick-and-place 

application using the LBR iiwa was not just front and center in terms of the on-site layout. It also 

grabbed everyone’s attention. During the opening ceremony, KUKA also introduced itself as a selected 

strategic partner in the context of the IIoT ecosystem. 

Industrie 4.0 processes are visualized 

In the KUKA pick-and-place application, the LBR iiwa picks up a box from a predefined location. It 

places the box at a setdown point and then performs the process the other way round. 

For visualization of the application, the KUKA Industrie 4.0 Accelerator Team developed a customer-

specific dashboard for VINCI based on a user interface. 

With the aid of the connyun IIoT platform, the process data is sent to the cloud and relevant key process 

indicators are visualized on a dashboard. The highlight of the guided tour through the new facilities of 

the “Digitalschmiede” was the KUKA pick-and-place application. 

The KUKA pick-and-place application was also exhibited as a central element of the VINCI Energies 

booth at Hannover Messe. Significant potential is seen in the expansion of robot-based automation along 

with other areas. System integrator Actemium from the VINCI Energies Group is driving ahead with 

this. 

For KUKA, this provides a real opportunity for advancement into further industries not previously 

among KUKA’s focus markets. Examples include the chemical industry, mining & materials, oil & gas, 

steel & metallurgy, paper, etc. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Maplesoft Announces that it has Joined the Rockwell Automation Encompass™ Product Referencing 

Program 

8 May 2018 

Maplesoft today announced it has been named an Encompass Product Partner in the Rockwell 
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Automation PartnerNetwork™ Program. Through the partnership, joint customers of Rockwell 

Automation and Maplesoft will benefit from technology that provides model-based tools for virtual 

commissioning. Using Maplesoft technology, customers are able to reduce costly integration problems 

through the development of high-fidelity, high-performance Digital Twins of their machines. 

Integrating these Digital Twins with Studio 5000® from Rockwell Automation allows customers to 

predict dynamic loads on machine actuators, helping them to make much better-informed decisions on 

motor sizing, eliminate undesired dynamic effects, and maximize machine performance. It also helps 

customers reduce the costly integration problems typically associated with the first prototype of the 

machine, which reduces associated development costs. Model-driven Digital Twins, less expensive than 

traditional data-driven Digital Twins, assist in all stages of product design and are essential for virtual 

commissioning. 

The capabilities provided by this partnership are based on MapleSimand associated professional services 

to ensure a rapid return on investment. MapleSim, the system-level simulation software from Maplesoft, 

is used across a wide variety of applications and industries. Because Digital Twins in MapleSim do not 

require test data to predict behavior, they can be used for conceptual design as well as to validate 

product performance, design changes, and diagnostics. Designers can test integration in a virtual 

commissioning phase, correcting issues that typically would not be discovered until after production. 

“Too often, the first time machine manufacturers encounter problems with their design is during the 

hardware integration phases, when it is very costly to address and risks disruption to the schedule,” said 

Paul Goossens, Vice President of Engineering Solutions at Maplesoft. “Building a digital twin of the 

machine within the Rockwell Automation platform - complete with mechanisms, motors, gearing and 

controllers - very early in the process, allows our customers to test the design through multiple duty 

cycles. This helps them to identify and address integration issues at a fraction of the cost of dealing with 

them in the later stages.” 

“Our customers will benefit tremendously from this partnership,” said Andrew Stump, Software 

Business Manager at Rockwell Automation. “Integration with the Studio 5000 design environment 

allows customers to improve the entire design process of their systems and ‘right size’ their components. 

These more comprehensive digital twins, combined with model and control system execution, help users 

to improve the products their own customers are demanding, with features such as smart diagnostics, 

performance optimization, and machine-life prediction.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Mercury Marine to offer additional digital services 

9 May 2018 

Mercury Marine is known for its marine propulsion technology, but the company also has its own PLM 

consulting business inside its global headquarters in Fond Du Lac, Wis. Mercury Digital Services 

provides its clients, including Mercury Marine, technical services and solutions to manage customer 

product data throughout its lifecycle and drive business outcomes for companies during the product 

development phase.  

The company recently expanded its offerings to better serve its core customers and grow the business. 

“At Mercury Digital Services, our core competency will remain in the PLM space, with an added focus 

https://www.maplesoft.com/products/maplesim/?P=TC-8203
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on scaling to downstream functions,” said Lateef Khan, Mercury Marine general manager of digital 

services. “We will bring key manufacturing and field data to engineering in a closed loop fashion by 

leveraging the IIoT and IoT technologies.  Additionally, we plan to scale our offerings to include Digital 

Manufacturing and elements of Model Based Enterprise, providing greater opportunities in leveraging a 

full suite of data and insights across the value chain." 

Services offered by Mercury Digital Services include PLM assessments and digital transformation 

roadmaps, IoT and IIoT implementation, CAD to PLM integration and digital manufacturing with help 

desk services. 

For Mercury, a "digital thread" is symbolic of connecting horizontal elements within the business model 

chain.  By connecting all core functions (Engineering, Manufacturing, Commercial, Service, etc.), 

Mercury Digital Services helps its clients drive key business outcomes such as NPI cycle time reduction, 

product cost out and product quality improvement.  

“By defining and enabling the digital thread, consumers will experience greater collaboration using 

relevant product data that is current and available during all phases of the product lifecycle,” said Khan. 

Mercury Digital Services will continue to leverage its own internal manufacturing business as a 

"proving ground" for demonstrating real business value before bringing new concepts and opportunities 

to its clients.   

Mercury’s clients range across several industry verticals including industrial equipment, marine 

technology, automotive, medical devices and more. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

New Siemens PLM Whitepaper: Jump Start Your Internet of Things (IoT) Initiative with MindSphere 

10 May 2018 

In the era of digitalization, speed is the main competitive advantage but getting started with IoT is a 

challenge. MindSphere is the cloud-based, open IoT operating system from Siemens that lets you 

understand your data by quickly and securely connecting your products, plants, systems and machines to 

the digital world. By unlocking the wealth of data from every machine and system in your business, 

MindSphere transforms this data into productive business results using powerful industrial applications 

with advanced analytics.  

MindSphere is a secure and scalable industrial end-to-end solution from asset connectivity to actionable 

business insights utilized to increase productivity and efficiency across your entire business. 

To download the whitepaper, visit: 

https://www.plm.automation.siemens.com/global/en/topic/mindsphere-whitepaper/28842 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Nominations Now Being Accepted for the 16th Annual FEKO Student Competition 

8 May 2018 
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Altair once again invites engineering students from across the globe to participate in the 16th annual 

FEKO® Student Competition. The competition seeks under-graduate and post-graduate students who 

have worked on a supervised project in electromagnetic engineering using FEKO, Altair's 

comprehensive electromagnetic (EM) analysis software suite.  

 

Ke Li, a first year PhD student from Xidian University in China, was announced the 2017 winner of the 

FEKO Student Competition. Ms. Li’s winning entry, entitled Wideband MIMO Handset Antennas based 

on Theory of Characteristic Modes, covers a dual multiple-input, multiple-output (MIMO) antenna 

design for a smart phone operating in the LTE 13, GSM850 and GSM900 bands. Typically, it is 

challenging to achieve good MIMO performance due to the limited space available for good element 

separation as well as the wide bandwidth that is required. FEKO's characteristic mode analysis was used 

to optimize the element placement and feeding, which enabled the desired modes to be excited on the 

ground plane. This in turn resulted in good pattern diversity and excellent ECC across the bands. The 

design was built, S11 and gain were measured, which agreed very well with the simulation results.  

 

“I feel so excited and am very grateful for this award. I would like to thank the judges for recognizing 

my work, giving me great encouragement for my future career,” said Ms. Li when receiving the news of 

her win. “As a student majoring in electromagnetics, the FEKO software gives us so many resources and 

tools to solve EM problems.”  

 

Offering attractive prizes like a state-of-the-art laptop computer or attendance to an Altair Technology 

Conference, the Altair competition is an ideal opportunity for students to showcase their work with 

FEKO. The winner will also have the opportunity to host a webinar to present their project, exposing 

them to a much larger audience. This will serve as very useful experience for their future engineering 

careers.  

 

“A huge success for the last 15 years, the annual FEKO student competition provides an excellent 

opportunity to students interested in antennas, microwave devices, bio-electromagnetics, and EMC to 

showcase their work and demonstrate the complexity and accuracy of the results achieved using FEKO 

versus real-world results,” said Matthias Goelke, Senior Director – Business Development Academic 

Markets at Altair. “This is truly an international competition; the 2015 winner was from the University 

of Wisconsin-Madison in the USA, our 2016 winner from Curtin University in Australia and the 2017 

winner hailed from Xidian University in China.” 

 

The deadline for entries is 30 November 2018. Once students register for the competition, they will 

receive further details on requirements, links to support forums, and guides.  

Click here to return to Contents 

 

NTT DATA Germany and Aras Sign a Global System Integrator Partnership Agreement 

4 May 2018 

NTT DATA Germany and Aras have signed a system integrator partnership agreement. Under the 

agreement, NTT DATA will offer the Aras PLM Platform, an open, flexible, scalable, and upgradable 

PLM system for digital transformation of complex product processes.  Using the Aras platform, 
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manufacturers can modernize their legacy IT architectures while building a foundation for new 

opportunities in Digital Thread, Digital Twin, and IoT. In addition, Aras enables agile implementation 

for fast deployment, development, and rapid iteration of specific solutions that companies may require. 

Manufacturers have built out fragmented IT and PLM architectures for years, cluttering their IT 

landscape with a myriad of different features and making it hard for teams to collaborate. They now face 

unprecedented product complexity, and multitudes of product variants. With Aras’ open PLM solution, 

engineering teams are able to connect processes and teams. 

“With NTT DATA’s expertise in the automotive and manufacturing industries, Aras is gaining an 

experienced and well-known partner. Together, we will be able to heighten manufacturers’ productivity 

and efficiency to address their next-generation PLM requirements,” said Jay Pappas, Vice President, 

Global Alliances, Aras. “We are excited to be working with a renowned consultancy such as NTT 

DATA, which is trusted by global clients in numerous industries.“ 

“We are looking forward to collaborating with Aras. They are one of the world’s leading experts on 

PLM solutions. NTT DATA is now able to offer our customers in the automotive and manufacturing 

space innovative, open product lifecycle management solutions, enabling them to simplify the 

complexity of their IT platforms. With the joint NTT DATA and Aras projects, they will be much more 

agile and competitive than in the past which will drive revenues and profits,” said Ahmet Doğan, Head 

of Industry Automotive & Manufacturing Germany, NTT DATA Germany. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Quick Heal Technologies appoints Mr. Manu Parpia, Founder of Geometric Ltd., to Board of 

Directors 

10 May 2018 

Quick Heal Technologies Limited (“Quick Heal”) today announced the appointment of Mr. Manu Parpia 

as Additional Director (Independent Director) with effect from May 10, 2018. Mr. Parpia’s appointment 

is subject to shareholders approval at the ensuing Annual General Meeting. 

With the addition of Mr. Manu Parpia, the Board strength of the Company has increased to nine which 

includes five independent directors, including Mr. Parpia. 

Mr. Parpia was the founder of Geometric Ltd., a leading player in the PLM industry, and as its 

Managing Director & CEO till recently, oversaw its growth as it became a $200 Million enterprise 

serving leading global companies as well as the leading ISV’s in the CAD/PLM area. Geometric Ltd, 

now a part of HCL Technologies, also had a significant portfolio of Intellectual Property. He has over 35 

years of experience in the industry, with over 25 years in the PLM and Engineering arena. 

Mr. Parpia holds a Bachelor’s degree in Chemical Engineering from McGill University, Canada; an 

MBA from Harvard Graduate School of Business Administration, USA; and a Diploma in Finance & 

Accounting from England. 

Mr. Kailash Katkar, Managing Director & Chief Executive Officer, Quick Heal Technologies Limited, 

said; “On behalf of Board of Directors, I welcome Mr. Parpia on Quick Heal’s board. Mr. Parpia’s 

experience in the IT industry will help Quick Heal to optimize the operations further and respond to ever 

evolving threats by introducing newer products and technologies faster.” 

file:///C:/Users/svos/Documents/Newsletter%202018/DAILY/10May2018.doc%23Contents
file:///C:/Users/svos/Documents/Newsletter%202018/DAILY/10May2018.doc%23Contents


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 19 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

SAP Celebrates Winners of the 2018 SAP Innovation Awards 

4 May 2018 

SAP today announced the winners of the 2018 SAP Innovation Awards, which honor individuals and 

companies using SAP platform technologies to transform their business, drive innovation and win in the 

digital economy. 

The awards recognize SAP customer and partner innovations driven by the SAP HANA business data 

platform, SAP Leonardo capabilities, SAP Cloud Platform, SAP Analytics solutions and SAP 

S/4HANA. 

Winners by category include: 

• Process Innovation: City of San Diego, NTT DOCOMO, ExxonMobil, PwC, Ruralco, SAR 

Group 

• Next-Gen Innovator: Nextview, Rainforest Connection, Queensland Treasury 

• Digital Transformation: Bilbao City Council, HarrisLogic, Maple Leaf Foods, Moderna 

Therapeutics, Swiss Federal Railways (SBB), AB SKF, Vestas Wind Systems A/S 

• Industry Disruptor: Shell Aviation 

• Best Run: Ballance Agri-Nutrients 

• Social Hero: Gustave Roussy 

• Regional Choice: China General Nuclear Power Corporation, EOH Int., JFE Steel, Kaiserwetter, 

L3 Technologies, San Miguel Global, Waterwatch Cooperative 

• Honorable Mention: Bundeswehr – German Armed Forces 

Commenting on the SAP Innovation Award, Beat Deuber, head of energy at SBB, said, “This 

recognition confirms our endeavor to exploit the opportunities of digitalization to increase energy and 

cost efficiency. With the active integration of our consumers, we contribute to the implementation of the 

Swiss federal energy strategy. The SAP Innovation Award is an incentive for us to consistently pursue 

this path.” 

In honor of these achievements, the SAP Innovation Awards team has made donations in the winners’ 

names to three deserving nonprofits: Ākina Foundation, Junior Achievement Worldwide and Teach for 

All. Learn more about them on the SAP Innovation Awards website. 

Eligible winners will receive passes to SAP’s annual conference, SAPPHIRE NOW, being held June 5-7 

in Orlando, Florida, to attend the SAP Innovation Award winners’ celebration. 

Click here to return to Contents 
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TCS Wins GRC 20/20 Innovation and User Experience Awards 

2 May 2018 

Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) announced that two of its GRC (Governance Risk and Compliance) 

solutions have won the 2017 GRC 20/20 Innovation and User Experience Awards. 

TCS' Enterprise Regulatory Compliance Management Framework solution received the 2017 GRC 

20/20 Innovation Award in Internal Controls Management for its alignment of control and compliance 

ecosystem to regulatory requirement and visualization of risk intelligence when evaluating the impact of 

business or regulatory changes, and determining the strategic or tactical responses to those changes.  

In addition, TCS' Integrated Information Controls Framework for data risk management, received the 

2017 GRC 20/20 Innovation in User Experience Award in the Risk Management category for its 

analytical framework, ability to manage data risks, holistic view of data control assurance along with 

organizational (business, IT etc.) impacts of data weaknesses, and for infusing transparency in data 

lineage.  

"Changing risk profiles, disruptive business models, shifting market dynamics, and increasing regulatory 

rigor demand an agile response," said K Krithivasan, President, Banking and Financial Services, TCS. 

"We have been at the forefront of developing innovative RiskTech and RegTech solutions for our 

customers. The GRC 20/20 awards are a testimonial to our leadership in driving technology-led 

innovation in the GRC function." 

Providing both strategy and roadmaps for Next Gen Intelligent Compliance Solutions across the 

organization, TCS' GRC Consulting and Services Integration practice supports customers, in an 

increasing complex regulatory environment, to manage controls, risk, and compliance with an enterprise 

view. Offerings such as GRC As-a-Service (GRCAaS) and RegTech optimize each client's ability to 

respond to risk by incorporating intelligent insights, process automation, risk analytics, optimized 

controls and integrated reporting that provides increased visibility and agility in responding to change. 

TCS' Banking and Financial Services Risk Management practice focuses on enterprise risk management 

and regulatory compliance, continuously tracking trends, market changes, and providing points of view 

on key issues. It uses the contextual knowledge of customers' businesses and TCS' deep domain 

expertise to develop innovative digital solutions to address their GRC requirements and pain points. 

"Delivering actionable intelligence for GRC decisions is a challenging mix of information, 

implementation, integration, and innovation," said Michael Rasmussen, The GRC Pundit, GRC 20/20 

Research, LLC. "In combination, TCS' solutions advance the ball of actionable intelligence as TCS' 

Enterprise Regulatory Compliance Management Framework solution presents a firm's control ecosystem 

with embedded 'what if' and predictive risk analytics in an easily navigable way while TCS' Risk and 

Compliance Data Controls and Data Risk Management Solution imbues quality control and governance 

over the risk information driving the visual analysis of data risks and weakness impacting risk data 

aggregation, reporting and regulatory compliance." 

"Our risk and compliance digital solution frameworks help our clients address risk and regulatory 

compliance challenges by delivering risk intelligence and automation. Analytics-driven risk insights 

empower our clients to quickly respond to market changes and build more resilient businesses," added 

Krithivasan. 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Veltio Becomes Oracle PartnerNetwork Platinum Level Member 

2 May 2018 

Oracle today announced that Veltio has achieved Platinum level member status in the Oracle 

PartnerNetwork (OPN).  By attaining Platinum level membership, Oracle has recognized Veltio for its 

commitment to excellence in delivering complex planning, supply chain and optimization solutions on 

Oracle Retail Predictive Application Server (RPAS) and for uniquely addressing the challenges of joint 

customers both on premises and in the cloud. 

Veltio’s clients represent a wide range of retail companies, from tier-1 multinational corporations to 

smaller, privately held companies and across verticals including grocery, fast fashion and specialty 

retailers globally.  Veltio, one of the largest dedicated Oracle RPAS integrators worldwide, has recently 

opened a new office in Santiago, Chile, to further Oracle and Veltio’s success in the region. The 

combined growth and expansion naturally led to Oracle and Veltio strengthening their collaboration. 

“As an Oracle Partner for nearly 15 years and now one of the world’s largest Oracle Retail Planning and 

Optimization integrator, Veltio is proud to have achieved Platinum Level in OPN,” said Costas 

Malamas, Co-founder and Managing Partner of Veltio. “It is a significant milestone towards our global 

expansion into new geographies in Eastern Europe, Latin America and the Middle East.” 

“Solution oriented relationships like Veltio are crucial to the Oracle ecosystem. Veltio’s growth in this 

environment is a testament to their drive for cutting-edge technology and investment in high quality 

people,” said Jeff Warren, Vice President, Oracle Retail.   

With its Platinum status, Veltio receives the benefit of developing specializations that will allow them to 

grow their business, increase their expertise, reach higher levels of customer retention, and create 

differentiation in the marketplace. Platinum members also become eligible to resell all Oracle 

Technology products and can apply to resell Oracle Applications and Industry Solutions. In addition, 

they receive access to Oracle account representatives and My Oracle Support updates for all products, 

discounts on training, limited free assessment/exam vouchers, reduced rates on the purchase of Oracle 

licenses for internal use, discounts on advances customer services and more. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Events News 

Gerber Showcases On-Demand Workflow Solution at Texprocess and Transforms Speed-to-Market 

Manufacturing 

8 May 2018 

Gerber Technology will highlight how digitalization can make purchase-activated manufacturing and 

mass customization a reality. Attendees can experience a full end-to-end, on-demand “micro-factory” 

exhibit that demonstrates how—in today’s “see now, buy now” on demand world—manufacturers can 

digitize their process and increase their overall efficiency, while also reducing their inventory without 

impacting customer satisfaction or quality. This digital workflow process will include: 
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Gerber Technology's AccuMark® and AccuMark 3D for Product Design 

The demonstration will show how design is optimized by leveraging custom graphics and 3D 

simulation, then converting patterns into a marker file that will be prepared and sent to a digital printer. 

Kornit Digital’s Allegro Printer 

In a single step, the Allegro will digitally print designs directly to textile with its patented Fixation on 

the Fly (FOF) inline pre-treatment process. This waterless solution leaves a low eco-footprint by 

eliminating steps such as pre-treatment, washing, and steaming. Kornit will be showing new Neon inks 

that enable brighter colors and extended gamut, opening new market segments to increase system 

utilization. 

Gerber's Z1 single-ply cutter with ContourVision™ 

The Z1 performs automated vision-aided cutting. An automated scan-to-cut system processes rolls of 

custom printed textiles by automatically generating cut files to drive the process. The Z1 is enabled with 

GERBERconnect™ which allows data to be transferred to the Cloud and service professionals to 

diagnose your cutter in real time ensuring maximum production efficiency. 

Omron Robot, integrated by Henderson Sewing Machine 

An autonomous mobile robot will collect bundled cut parts and transport them from the design-print-cut 

area to a robotic sewing station across the aisle at the Henderson Sewing Designed Gantry Robotic 

Sewing Station, booth #717. 

Gerber’s knowledge and the passion of our people create an unparalleled level of support for our 

customers. “We are enabling the industry to be proactive and move quickly in adopting their digital 

transformation,” stated Mohit Uberoi, CEO of Gerber Technology. “Our team is ready to help facilitate 

the process — empowering our customers to turn their data into speed.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Hexagon Manufacturing Intelligence Hosts the MSC Software Global Users' Conference at HxGN 

LIVE 

3 May 2018 

Hexagon Manufacturing Intelligence announced the 2018 MSC Software Global Users' Conference will 

be held at HxGN LIVE, Hexagon's technology conference, from June 12-15 at The Venetian in Las 

Vegas. 

During the four-day event, Hexagon Manufacturing Intelligence will highlight manufacturing techniques 

and technologies in the Smart Factory. Three sub-tracks—Design and engineering, production, and 

metrology—form the Manufacturing Intelligence Track. The MSC Software Global User's Conference 

will be hosted in the CAE and simulation-focused design and engineering sub-track, attracting company 

executives, engineering managers, CAE specialists, product development professionals, designers and 

academicians. Hexagon acquired MSC Software in 2017. 

For more information, visit HexagonMI.com. 
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LiveWorx 18 to Showcase Tech Industry Luminaries 

8 May 2018 

PTC today announced key programming for LiveWorx, its highly respected digital transformation 

conference for the enterprise, celebrated in the heart of Boston’s Innovation District from June 17-20. 

Highlights of the four-day agenda include featured keynotes from the following industry luminaries: 

• Alex Kipman, Technical Fellow, AI Perception & Mixed Reality Team, Microsoft 

• Dr. Michio Kaku, Theoretical Physicist, Professor, Futurist and New York Times Best-Selling 

Author 

• Linda A. Hill. PhD, Wallace Brett Donham Professor of Business Administration at the Harvard 

Business School and Chair of the Leadership Initiative 

• Mario Armstrong, Digital Lifestyle Expert, Emmy Award Winning Radio and Television Talk 

Show Host 

LiveWorx offers a rich agenda with more than 230 educational sessions delivered by world– renowned 

experts. Content spans disruptive technologies and topics, including AR/VR, IoT, Industrie 4.0, product 

design & business process, robotics, AI, data, security, blockchain, and more. 

The Xtropolis™ exhibit hall, the show’s experiential centerpiece, is a catalytic marketplace of ideas and 

solutions, built to explore the outer limits of innovation, thinking, and product development. Xtropolis 

will feature more than 100 exhibitors alongside jaw-dropping demos, interactive learning labs, and 

mind-bending activities. Attendees will also have the opportunity to network with industry peers in a 

variety of educational and social settings, including an evening of industry meetups throughout Boston’s 

Innovation District on June 18. 

The award-winning conference provides a vibrant atmosphere where leaders and industry influencers 

will come together to discuss, debate, explore, and learn first-hand how cutting-edge technologies are 

transforming the world of tomorrow. 

Don’t miss it. Register now at www.liveworx.com and join the conversation @LiveWorx on Twitter. 
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PROS Holdings, Inc. to Present at Needham Emerging Technology Conference 

8 May 2018 

PROS Holdings, Inc. today announced that Executive Vice President and Chief Financial Officer Stefan 

Schulz and Senior Director, Investor Relations, Shannon Tatz will present at the Needham Emerging 

Technology Conference on Tuesday, May 15, 2018, at 3:40 p.m. EDT. The conference will be held 

in New York at the Westin Grand Central Hotel. 

The audio presentation will be webcast live and will be available by visiting the “Investor Relations” 

section of the company’s website at www.pros.com. The webcast will be archived on the company’s 

https://www.liveworx.com/
http://www.liveworx.com/presenters
https://www.liveworx.com/agenda
http://www.liveworx.com/presenters#spotlight
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website for 30 days after the conference ends. 
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Speakers from More than 90 Organizations to Share Best Practices for Supply Chain and E-

commerce Optimization at GS1 Connect 2018 

7 May 2018 

GS1 Connect® 2018 will feature presenters from more than 90 leading corporations including The 

Coca-Cola Company, Dick's Sporting Goods, Google Shopping, Kaiser Permanente, Target, US Foods, 

and Walmart. This year's theme "Accelerate," reflects the urgency and velocity of change needed to 

evolve at the pace of the consumer, technology and business models. The conference will take 

place June 5-7, 2018 at JW Marriott Phoenix Desert Ridge in Phoenix, Arizona. 

"Given the rapid pace of change challenging nearly all businesses today, innovation needs to be a 

priority for each and every organization," said Bob Carpenter, president and CEO of GS1 US®. "GS1 

Connect 2018 will equip attendees with the insights to navigate disruption, to leverage a standards-based 

framework, and to connect with partners in order to implement pilots on a pathway to scale." 

GS1 Connect content focuses on leveraging GS1 Standards to speed business process transformation 

and optimize supply chain visibility. "How to Do Business With" sessions and Trading Partner 

Roundtables, two of the conference's most popular features, provide suppliers an opportunity to learn 

about specific business process requirements from major brands and retailers, including 

AmerisourceBergen, Belk, CKE Restaurants, Costco Wholesale, Dick's Sporting Goods, Google 

Shopping, Macy's, Retail Business Services LLC (an Ahold Delhaize USA company), Sysco, Walgreens 

Co., and Walmart. Given the exploration of blockchain across many industries, GS1 Connect will also 

feature a pre-conference primer and main conference sessions highlighting the benefits and impact of 

blockchain technology. Additionally, five main conference tracks include: 

Grocery: Presenters will offer strategies for implementing quality data, product information 

transparency, and developing powerful cross-channel strategies. Speakers include experts from The 

Coca-Cola Company, The Hershey Company, Koch Foods, The Kroger Co., Mars Wrigley 

Confectionery U.S., PepsiCo, SUPERVALU, Sysco, Topco, Wakefern Food Corporation, and Wegmans 

Food Markets.  

Retail: Sessions will focus on successful omni-channel strategies, product lifecycle management, direct-

to-consumer best practices, RFID retail use cases, and product information management. This track will 

include speakers from Army & Air Force Exchange Service, Auburn University, Dillard's, Genesco, 

Herman Kay Company, J. Reneé Group, Macy's, PTC, Sun and Ski, SwimUSA, and Walmart. 

Foodservice: Topics in this track include improving data quality, sourcing and populating marketing 

data, and supply chain optimization. Speakers will include experts from Chick-fil-A, CKE Restaurants, 

Dot Foods, Georgia Pacific, IPC/Subway, PepsiCo Foodservice, Shamrock Foods, and US Foods. 

Healthcare: Sessions will focus on Unique Device Identification (UDI) around the globe, blockchain 

pilots related to the Drug Supply Chain Security Act (DSCSA), applying barcodes to the management of 

vaccines, and point-of-care barcode scanning. This track will include speakers from 

AmerisourceBergen, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), Deloitte, Franciscan 

Missionaries of Our Lady Health System (FMOLHS), Genentech, Intermountain Healthcare, Johnson & 
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Johnson, Kaiser Permanente, Mayo Clinic, McKesson Corporation, and Mercy. 

Standards and Solutions: Session topics include verifying barcode quality, automatic identification and 

data capture (AIDC), competing in a digital world, and the growth of standards in technical industries. 

This track will include speakers from J. Reneé Group, PepsiCo, and Walmart. 

Additionally, the "Standardsville" exhibit area and Tech Track offer unique networking opportunities 

with solution providers and vendors. GS1 US University certificate courses and workshops are also 

available to build attendees' knowledge of GS1 Standards. 

GS1 Connect 2018 is sponsored by The Coca-Cola Company, ItemMaster, The J.M. Smucker Company, 

Label Insight, SATO America, ALIEN Technology, Edgenet, Edict Systems, InterTrade Systems, 

Kwikee, and NXP Semiconductors. To view the full agenda and speaker lineup, or to register, 

visit www.gs1connect.org. 
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Implementation Investments 

EEKA Finds a Perfect Fit with Centric PLM 

9 May 2018 

EEKA has selected Centric Software to provide its Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solution. 

EEKA Fashion Corp was founded in 1994, offering good quality and fine design in womenswear. The 

company owns respected brands such as Naersi, Naersi.Ling, Nexy.co and Koradior and has more than 

1300 stores with two manufacturing centers and over 10,000 employees in mainland China. EEKA is the 

first apparel company in China to offer an integrated made-to-measure (MTM) service for womenswear 

and has invested significantly in smart manufacturing processes to transform the clothing industry. 

EEKA will make it possible for customers to order individually customized clothing through a mobile 

app. 

EEKA launched its MTM strategy in 2017, aiming for fully integrated MTM ordering, delivery and 

alterations across its operations by 2020. As Jian xiong Hu, CIO at EEKA explains, the company needed 

to update its existing digital and physical operations in order to make this complex business model a 

reality. 

“We want to deliver customized womenswear in seven days from the time measurements are taken,” 

says Mr.Hu. “We are building a system to manage the MTM service with intelligent product 

development, a flexible supply chain and omni-channel shopping – for a full 360-degree view of the 

customer experience.” 

“Configuration between different IT systems and collaboration between internal and external teams are 

the key challenges. We needed a PLM solution to be the foundation platform for different systems like 

order management, computer-aided design (CAD) and supply chain management. The total budget for 

the program was significant and attracted the best hardware and software vendors from across the 

world.” 

As part of this investment, EEKA tried two different PLM solutions simultaneously, eventually selecting 
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Centric PLM to support the innovative MTM project. 

“The first phase of the project started in February 2017 and we were so impressed with Centric’s terrific 

performance that we have now entered into phase two with Centric as our sole PLM vendor,” says 

Mr.Hu. “Female MTM clothing is a complicated endeavor, but Centric rose to the challenge. The 

Centric team is extremely professional, and their PLM solutions are the best on the market. The 

flexibility of Centric technologies and also of their team are other key advantages.” 

As Mr. Huconcludes, “Centric has helped EEKA to streamline the product development process of key 

product lines since early 2017. The new Centric platform will give strong momentum to our strategy for 

multiple brands, youth product lines and occasional wear. In this end to end MTM program, involving 

eleven different IT suppliers, Centric really stands out. We were looking for a long-term, stable, reliable 

partner and Centric is the perfect fit.” 

Chris Groves, President and CEO of Centric Software, says, “We are very proud that EEKA, a very 

innovative Chinese manufacturer and retailer of high-end womenswear, is partnering with Centric on 

this exciting MTM journey.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Product News 

Cadence Debuts Industry’s First Analog IC Design-for-Reliability Solution 

8 May 2018 

Cadence Design Systems, Inc. today introduced the Cadence® Legato™ Reliability Solution, the 

industry’s first software product that meets the challenges of designing high-reliability analog and 

mixed-signal integrated circuits (ICs) for automotive, medical, industrial, and aerospace and defense 

applications. The Legato Reliability Solution provides analog designers with the tools they need to 

manage their design’s reliability throughout the product lifecycle, from initial test through active life 

through aging. 

Based on the golden, trusted Cadence Spectre® Accelerated Parallel Simulator and the Cadence 

Virtuoso® custom IC design platform, the Legato Reliability Solution integrates capabilities into an 

intuitive cockpit to address the reliability concerns of the three phases of the product lifecycle: 

Analog defect analysis accelerates analog defect simulation by up to 100X, reducing test cost and 

eliminating test escapes, the main source of early failure in IC designs 

Electro-thermal analysis avoids premature failures due to thermal overstress during the product’s useful 

life 

Advanced aging analysis enables accurate prediction of product wear-out by analyzing aging 

acceleration due to temperature and process variation. 

For more information on the Legato Reliability Solution, visit www.cadence.com/go/legatoreliability. 

“Since electronics are the key elements in many mission-critical applications, designing the chips to 

meet requirements across the entire product lifecycle has become a huge challenge,” said Tom Beckley, 
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Cadence senior vice president and general manager, custom IC and PCB Group. “Designers are faced 

with the challenge of designing across the entire lifecycle, including eliminating the test escapes that 

become field failures early in the life cycle, preventing thermal overstress from operating in extreme 

conditions like under the hood of a car, and designing for 15 years or more of operating lifetime. Our 

new Legato Reliability solution enables designers to answer these critical questions much earlier in the 

design process.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

New Radan Balances Automation with Valuable Manual Input 

8 May 2018 

The latest release of the Radan includes new functionality giving users a greater degree of manual 

control where flexibility is required for certain aspects of their individual production processes. 

Product Manager Olaf Körner says while Radan 2018 R2 continues to provide important automation 

tools for improving productivity, users’ knowledge and experience of a company’s components can 

address certain specifics that are often unique to their own manufacturing procedures. 

“Full automation is ideal for simple parts. And while automation also plays a big role in manufacturing 

complex parts, there’s often the need for some manual input as well, so we’ve added a number of more 

focused tools to allow them to easily take control of that.” 

One such new tool is Grid Nesting, which gives additional flexibility for users wanting to create or 

manipulate a nest manually. “For example, if a sheet isn’t completely full, they can either let the 

automatic nester take over, or, if they have a clear idea of what they want to do, this new function 

provides an easy way of filling a space with a particular part. Users can even stipulate the direction they 

want individual parts nested in.  

“The previous version allowed you to manipulate the automation to get the result you want, but grid 

nesting achieves it much faster.”   

Reverse Cutting Direction is another example of providing additional user control. Olaf Körner says this 

new functionality is particularly important for plasma CNC machine tools. “Plasma cutting of thicker 

material often generates considerable heat, which can cause the metal to distort. This can now be 

resolved with a single mouse click to simply reverse the cutting direction on certain areas of the material 

where there might be an issue.” 

Moving on to the new automation functions – a major update is an improved way of calculating the most 

effective remnants. Previously, the operator had to manually choose the shape of the remnant – a square 

or rectangle – but the Improved Remnant Handling function, ensures the best possible option is always 

cut. 

Picker Arm Movement provides additional automation on the machine tool. “Automated systems 

manipulating the part after it’s cut are becoming increasingly popular, even for large, complex different 

shaped and sized components,” he says. “Radan now automatically predicts the best way to handle the 

part, so the operator doesn’t have to make that decision.” 

A single click now creates a detailed Production Pack for all nests. Every NC program traditionally 

comes with an instruction sheet for the shop floor, which until this latest version, was a manual process 
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for each individual nest. Now, one mouse click introduces additional information into the pack, which is 

produced automatically for any number of nests. “Some jobs could contain up to 50 nests or more, so 

this is a major time-saver.”       

RADBEND 

With the dedicated press brake module, Radbend, making a major contribution to Radan’s global 

growth, a new set of Automation Options means templates can be created to specify steps which 

previously had to be set up manually. It not only applies to the part shown onscreen, but also to the same 

repetitive work for other parts without the user having to do anything. 

DIN Unfolding enhances the way a part is unfolded in Radbend, placing more emphasis on the 

designer’s intentions, particularly regarding the importance of the radius.  

Improvements to the Bend Sequence Templates allow information to be brought in detailing where 

joggles and hems should occur.  Olaf Körner says: “When we calculate automatic sequences the 

operator can specify rules…but joggles and hems are complex, time consuming, operations. These 

templates give the option of carrying them out in one place before moving on to another operation.” 

Show Unfold Dimensions is an onscreen overview showing the key dimensions of the blank. It also 

appears on all reports so operators can readily check they have the correct part, streamlining the 

shopfloor process. 

RADM-AX / RADTUBE 

As Radm-ax continues to develop its relationship with Mazak, providing software for their powerful and 

complex tube cutting machine tools, Olaf Körner says Common Cutting for Tubes is an important 

enhancement. “Separating tubes by just one cut, instead of cutting the end of each tube individually, 

improves efficiency, especially on thick, complex tubes with large diameters.” 

The new Auto-Cut Review function provides assisted automation for more complex parts. “Software 

can’t cater for everything about a particular business – its USPs or what gives it added value. So instead 

of trying to analyse the entire cutting strategy for a complex part, users can now review the suggested 

solution, and either apply it or make any changes.” 

Clone Change Points is a way of duplicating manual changes. “For example, if we need the cutter to 

slow down a little or stop, and we need that operation repeated at multiple points, we can clone the 

instruction. So something that happened a few centimetres back can now be done again, time and again. 

It’s a quicker way of replicating the changes.” 

RADAN LOGISTICS 

A number of updates to Radan’s Logistics suite include giving users three different options on how they 

calculate the cost of material used to make an individual part. Also new to the quoting system in 2018 

R2 is the ability to mark purchased items on the complete assembly drawing, and the cost per piece, so 

they can be included in customer quotes. 

A workflow enhancement to import parts from CSV files into quotes and orders leads to a more 

streamlined process. “This is particularly useful when customers send CSV files with a quotation request 

for different quantities of different parts. All the parts can be brought into the Radan Logistics module at 

the same time, instead of having to upload the parts first, and then the quotation request.” 

Finally, Batch Bending reduces the number of mouse clicks, by introducing all single part 3D files into 

the module. “Programming a press brake part involves a number of steps, and can take up to 21 clicks. 
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But by combing everything through Radan Logistics, the operation can be automated, while flagging up 

anything that requires manual input. This means the operator may not need to adjust anything…and if 

they do, it’s only on parts that need it, rather than them having to work on all parts.” 

CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, Olaf Körner says: “The theme of Radan 2018 R2 has been balancing the quest for 

automation to improve productivity even further, with quick, manual options to give an extra degree of 

flexibility where required.” 
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Nutanix Introduces Database Services with Era 

9 May 2018 

Nutanix today announced at its .NEXT Conference 2018 Nutanix Era, a new set of enterprise cloud 

platform-as-a-service (PaaS) offerings to streamline and automate database operations so database 

administrators (DBAs) can focus on business-driving initiatives. Era extends the Nutanix Enterprise 

Cloud OS software stack beyond core infrastructure-as-a-service (IaaS) capabilities for private cloud 

environments to platform-layer services that bring Nutanix one-click simplicity to database operations. 

The initial release of Nutanix Era will provide rich copy data management services to address the 

increasing complexity and burdensome cost of managing multiple copies of databases across 

organizations. 

With Era, Nutanix is targeting one of the most prodigious consumers of enterprise storage capacity. 

Nutanix Era will allow enterprises to reduce storage costs, simplify the management, control and 

security of data, while easing the complexity of database lifecycle operations. 

Nutanix Era’s copy data management service will initially support Oracle and Postgres database 

engines, with planned support for other popular databases. Building on Nutanix’s popular and highly 

efficient snapshot technology, Era will also incorporate new time-machine capabilities, along with 

application-specific APIs, for creating point-in-time database copies. This enables application 

developers to quickly select the exact database copy they need, and empowers database administrators to 

quickly restore or refresh any database instance with the confidence that every recorded transaction is 

captured. Era will later extend this powerful technology to include full database provisioning, delivering 

a complete lifecycle management solution for all databases in an organization. 

Key capabilities of Nutanix Era will include: 

• One-click time machine — leveraging integrated Nutanix snapshot technology, Era creates 

space-efficient database snapshots to lower CapEx costs, and enable databases running on 

Nutanix to be cloned or recovered to any specific point in time - up to the last recorded 

transaction 

• One-click clone/refresh — Nutanix Era lowers OpEx costs with one-click clone/restore database 

operations that include all targeted database transactions and take just minutes to complete. 

Automating database cloning eliminates the complex and time-consuming process of locating a 

specific snapshot, finding the right database logs and then initiating a database recovery 

operation. 
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“Nutanix Era should save our organization time and money by replacing our complex and costly copy 

data processes, which are impacting IT productivity and slowing down our app developers,” said Mark 

Maplethorpe, EMEA Hosting Manager, Bottomline Technologies. “We are actively working with 

Nutanix to validate that Era will streamline the provisioning and lifecycle management of our databases, 

allowing our teams to devote more time to strategic IT projects.” 

Availability 

Nutanix Era is currently being tested by selected customers, and is planned to be available in the second 

half of 2018. Pricing details will be made available closer to the general release. 
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Oracle Delivers Next Set of Autonomous Cloud Platform Services 

7 May 2018 

As part of its pledge to extend autonomous capabilities across its entire Cloud Platform, Oracle today 

announced the availability of Oracle Autonomous Analytics Cloud, Oracle Autonomous Integration 

Cloud, and Oracle Autonomous Visual Builder Cloud. With built-in advanced artificial intelligence (AI) 

and machine learning algorithms, these groundbreaking new PaaS services automate and eliminate key 

tasks to enable organizations to lower cost, reduce risk, accelerate innovation, and get predictive 

insights. 

Earlier this year, Oracle made available the world’s first Autonomous Database for data warehouse 

workloads. The company is committed to adding self-driving, self-securing, and self-repairing 

capabilities to all of its PaaS services coupled with specific autonomous capabilities for each functional 

area. In addition to today’s news, Oracle plans to release more autonomous services later in calendar 

year 2018 focused on mobile and chatbots, data integration, Blockchain, security and management, and 

additional database workloads, including OLTP. 

“Embedding AI and machine learning in these cloud services will help organizations innovate in 

revolutionary new ways,” said Amit Zavery, executive vice president of development, Oracle Cloud 

Platform. “These new cloud services are the latest in a series of steps from Oracle to incorporate 

industry-first autonomous capabilities that will enable customers to significantly reduce operational 

costs, increase productivity, and decrease risk.” 

As organizations focus on delivering innovation fast, they want a secure set of comprehensive, 

integrated cloud services to build new applications and run their most demanding enterprise workloads. 

Only Oracle’s cloud services can automate key operational functions like tuning, patching, backups and 

upgrades while running to deliver maximum performance, high availability, and in demand security 

features. 

New Oracle Autonomous Cloud Platform Services 

Newly available autonomous services include Oracle Autonomous Analytics Cloud, Oracle 

Autonomous Integration Cloud, and Oracle Autonomous Visual Builder Cloud. These services help 

organizations easily build and deploy modern applications, as well as integrate and analyze critical 

organizational data.  

To learn more about these solutions, please visit https://www.oracle.com/corporate/pressrelease/oracle-

file:///C:/Users/svos/Documents/Newsletter%202018/DAILY/7May2018.doc%23Contents
file:///C:/Users/svos/Documents/Newsletter%202018/DAILY/7May2018.doc%23Contents
https://cloud.oracle.com/platform
https://www.oracle.com/corporate/pressrelease/oracle-cloud-platform-services-availability-050718.html


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 31 

cloud-platform-services-availability-050718.html 
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Selerant Advances Innovation with Latest Release of Flagship Formula-Based PLM Platform, 

DevEX 3.6 

10 May 2018 

Selerant today announced a new version of its flagship platform, DevEX 3.6. With DevEX PLM, 

companies can bring better products to market faster with lower costs and with higher safety. 

From idea to label, Selerant’s core DevEX PLM platform enables companies to unify and control critical 

aspects of New Product Development and Introduction (NPDI), including innovation and R&D, 

specification and formulation management, product portfolio management, compliance, and packaging. 

“With the release of DevEX 3.6, Selerant demonstrates a continuous investment in the innovation of the 

entire PLM platform,” said Mariagiulia Faraoni, PLM Solution Manager at Selerant. “We have great 

enhancements in the labeling area as well as in document management to improve collaboration, and we 

have made detailed updates in the regulatory framework to ensure compliance with the latest legislation 

amendments. With our diverse user base, it was important that we enhance the platform across all 

modules with a goal to make our sophisticated PLM platform even better for our customers.” 

DevEX 3.6 enhances the current set of modules with the platform. Innovations within these 

modules include: 

• Labeling: DevEX 3.6 includes new express ingredient statement functionality, including one-

page visual creation. New labeling updates also include RACC related nutritional facts, the 

ability to have both serving size and portion size calculated and displayed on the nutritional 

label, serving size rounding, an option for users to set daily values at the calculated nutrient value 

or the rounded declared value, enhancements to the GDA icons, rounding rules and NFP 

templates for China and Mercosur as well as China additive declarations and GCC & China date 

of manufacturing options. 

• Product Development (PD): An intuitive formula development and management tool, this 

module supplies R&D users with a rich set of features that enable optimal product design and 

development for both recipes and packaging while also accelerating formulation and ensuring 

compliance and adherence to targets. An exciting new feature in this module is the Formula 

Timeline View, which allows users to see the full history of the formula, together with a link to 

the formula specifications, in an easy, intuitive way. Formulators will also now be able to 

manage the Critical Control Points (for Equipment and Product) in the recipe development, with 

a new tool specifically designed to manage equipment types and inventory. 

• Product Data Management (PDM): This core module provides master data and quality control 

through a specification management system that not only defines and manages documents, but 

also equips companies to standardize procedures for best-of-breed methodology. New 

functionality in the document management system includes the ability to add annotations to PDF 

files and manage those annotations. 

• Regulatory: Selerant’s most unique module commonly referred to as Reg leverages a cyclical 

https://www.oracle.com/corporate/pressrelease/oracle-cloud-platform-services-availability-050718.html
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.selerant.com%2F&esheet=51804420&newsitemid=20180510005662&lan=en-US&anchor=Selerant&index=1&md5=65ed70f660e82d156696ba726834c8b2
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.selerant.com%2Fformula-based-product-lifecycle-management-software%2F&esheet=51804420&newsitemid=20180510005662&lan=en-US&anchor=flagship+platform%2C+DevEX+3.6&index=2&md5=f18f57b2b9bbaa8bec53c9ff0a48bcfd
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.selerant.com%2Fformula-based-product-lifecycle-management-software%2F&esheet=51804420&newsitemid=20180510005662&lan=en-US&anchor=Selerant%27s+core+DevEX+PLM+platform&index=3&md5=40489b6cd802da9003cc09b358bce4e5
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.selerant.com%2Fformula-based-product-lifecycle-management-software%2Fdata-management%2F&esheet=51804420&newsitemid=20180510005662&lan=en-US&anchor=New+Product+Development+and+Introduction+%28NPDI%29&index=4&md5=7a6c02a449794ea0359815788a25181b
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fcdn2.hubspot.net%2Fhubfs%2F271782%2FSelerant_DevEX-PLM.pdf&esheet=51804420&newsitemid=20180510005662&lan=en-US&anchor=these+modules&index=5&md5=07379d86f1a518a9664147fd4741ef99
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fcdn2.hubspot.net%2Fhubfs%2F271782%2FSelerant_DevEX-PLM.pdf&esheet=51804420&newsitemid=20180510005662&lan=en-US&anchor=these+modules&index=5&md5=07379d86f1a518a9664147fd4741ef99


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 32 

regulatory process for product development that touches every stage of the product lifecycle—

not just at a final launch step—facilitating compliance at the highest level. New in DevEX 3.6 

are updates for the new European Regulations for CLP: ATP 8th and 9th. 

• Supplier Collaboration Portal (SCP): This cloud-based self-service module is an add-on designed 

for use by both supplier and client organizations to facilitate and simplify the qualification, 

registration and subsequent ongoing management of suppliers and vendors. DevEX 3.6 now 

includes advanced solutions for the management of approvers and watchers as well as analytical 

charts for questionnaires and messages and an advanced management of notification, supported 

by an embedded Email Tracking system. 

“From increased label transparency to improved supplier collaboration, manufacturers have an ever-

increasing set of industry demands and product development needs, all while driving accelerated product 

time to shelf and remaining compliant,” said Sunil Thomas, Selerant’s Chief Operations Officer, North 

America. “Our DevEX 3.6 PLM platform reduces product development costs and time to market while 

giving process-based manufacturers integrated tools and processes that boost the visibility, 

harmonization, validation and traceability of the data and actions performed at each stage of the product 

lifecycle.” 

Existing DevEX customers can contact their Selerant account team for a demo on DevEX 3.6 and a 

product update. DevEX 3.6 also seamlessly integrates with the newly-released DevEX Baseline product. 

For more information on DevEX, visit: http://www.selerant.com/formula-based-product-lifecycle-

management-software/. 
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Siemens’ new Digital Enterprise Industry Solution for Medical Devices provides integrated 

traceability for design processes 

8 May 2018 

Siemens announces a new Digital Enterprise Industry Solution for the medical device industry, 

Intelligent Design Control. The solution addresses the challenges medical device manufacturers are 

currently facing due to intensified regulatory requirements as a result of increasingly complex devices 

and design processes. By managing an integrated design process in the context of risk management, the 

Intelligent Design Control solution helps provide enhanced visibility into design processes with the 

ability to make real-time design and development modifications to help meet validation and verification 

requirements. This solution focuses on the elements of device design rather than the device documents. 

By reorganizing each into smart, searchable data models specific to the relevant stakeholders, companies 

can avoid copy errors, ensure data integrity, create trace reports, and enable extensive search, reuse, and 

analysis of design information. The ability to analyze and mitigate risk within the design environment 

lends to increased innovation with a reduction in time to market. 

“Medical device companies are starting to recognize the need for digital, data-driven processes as 

devices and designs are becoming increasingly complex,” said Jim Brown, president of independent 

research firm Tech-Clarity. “A digital approach provides cohesive, connected processes with the ability 

to reuse designs and simulate product performance. The result is faster time to market, balanced risk, 

higher quality, lower costs, and continuous innovation.” 
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Intelligent Design Control not only links design elements by connecting potentially hazardous situations 

to requirements to test cases, but goes even further by providing traceability across the entire product 

engineering domain. This solution, unique in the marketplace, offers an open platform combining end-

to-end automation, from design to part construction and into manufacturing execution. This allows for 

validation and verification of all inputs and outputs, with the ability to make on-the-spot modifications 

as needed for regulatory and risk management requirements. As medical device design involves both 

high risk and highly complex devices and processes, automating the entire design process is a crucial 

next step to eliminating errors and meeting regulatory demands.  

Additionally, by providing comprehensive visibility into design requirements which may need updating 

and the ability to make real-time adjustments to help avoid costly errors Intelligent Design Control 

represents simple yet accurate device design technology. With easy-to-use and easy-to-adjust project 

templates, medical device manufacturers can also avoid problematic gaps which can occur when 

working across separate systems and geographic locales, as this flexible model can turn the existing 

design landscape into a connected digital enterprise. This extends the unique ability to effectively 

manage risk in a cohesive way, which can result in faster and higher quality designs and the 

development of medical devices with advanced features and capabilities.  

“Device design is becoming an increasingly common cause for product recalls within the medical device 

industry, which only re-emphasizes the need for an integrated risk management strategy,” said Laurence 

Sampson, senior director of Medical Industry Strategy, Siemens PLM Software. “The Intelligent Design 

Control solution gives medical device manufacturers critical visibility into each step of the process, 

allowing for risks to be mitigated more quickly and more easily. Avoiding quality issues earlier in the 

product lifecycle can help avoid recalls or other adverse events, all while helping create innovative 

solutions for those in need of these potentially life-saving devices.”  

To learn more about Siemens’ solutions for the medical device industry, please 

see: siemens.com/plm/lifesciences.  
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Theorem Releases CATIA V5i to JT Visualization v20.3 

1 May 2018 

Theorem Solutions has announced the latest release V20.3 of their CATIA V5i to JT visualization 

solution – part of the Visualize 3D product suite. 

Theorem’s CATIA V5i- JT is a uni-directional direct database converter between the Dassault 

Systemes’ V5 modeling application and the JT file format used by the Siemens VisMockUp 

visualization product. It can be packaged with Theorem’s JT-CATIA V5i to create a bi-directional 

product. It enables users to convert all forms of 3Dimensional mechanical design geometry and 

assembly data, together with system defined attribute and color information, between the CATIA V5 

and JT systems. 

It has been developed using the Spatial (Dassault Systemes) Interop Development Environment and 

supports all CATIA V5 revisions from V5 R15 to V5-6R2017, as well as all versions of JT. The new 

Theorem UI is supported for both interactive and batch processing. 

Theorem’s CATIA V5i-JT visualization solution allows CATIA users to continue working whilst 
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reading or writing JT data without needing access to their CATIA V5 licenses. 

Licenses of vendor specific CAD applications are expensive resources to purchase and to maintain. It 

doesn’t help when they are tied up for long periods of time on more design activities or when there 

aren’t enough available licenses to be able to multi-task different design projects. 

Theorem’s CATIA V5i-JT solution helps to increase the productivity of CATIA users by saving time 

whilst at the same time freeing up expense CAD licenses. 

Theorem’s strategic partnerships with Spatial (Dassault Systemes) and Siemens ensures that the latest 

releases of CATIA V5, JT and Theorem’s Visualise 3D products, allow Theorem to continue to provide 

quality and robust data solutions to the CAD and Visualization communities. 
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