
 

Copyright © 2017 by CIMdata, Inc. All rights reserved. 

CIMdata, Inc. 3909 Research Park Drive Ann Arbor, Michigan 48108 Tel: +1 (734) 668–9922 Fax: +1 (734) 668–1957 

E-mail: s.vos@CIMdata.com Web: http://www.CIMdata.com 

Contents 

CIMdata News _____________________________________________________________________ 2 
A 21st Century Supply Chain (CIMdata Commentary) __________________________________________2 
CIMdata Publishes Commentary: “A 21st Century Supply Chain” _________________________________6 
CIMdata Publishes “Siemens PLM Software Advances Generative Design Technology in NX” (CIMdata 

eBook)________________________________________________________________________________7 

Acquisitions _______________________________________________________________________ 8 
Accenture Expands Industry X.0 Capabilities with Two Acquisitions in North America ________________8 
Hexagon Ab Strengthens Solutions Portfolio with Acquisition of External Array Software ______________9 

Company News ____________________________________________________________________ 10 
Abaco Wins Order to Help Equip Fleet of Fighter Aircraft ______________________________________10 
Accenture Teams with Columbus State Community College to Bring Apprentices to Company’s Innovation 

Hub _________________________________________________________________________________11 
AspenTech Appoints Gary Weiss as New Chief Operating Officer ________________________________12 
Bentley Systems Announces Finalists in the Year in Infrastructure 2018 Awards Program _____________12 
CLS and IBM to foster ecosystem for financial institutions, FinTechs and software providers to share apps 

and services on a common DLT network ____________________________________________________13 
Exenta Signs Five Major New Clients in Q2 _________________________________________________14 
The Industrial Internet Consortium and the Internet of Things Alliance Australia Announce Liasion _____15 
Infosys to Expand Presence in Noida, Uttar Pradesh ___________________________________________16 
RTI Named Top 2018 Industrial IoT Company _______________________________________________16 
Siemens and Synopsys team up to expand and extend EDA collaboration __________________________17 
Solix Wins Award for Global Enterprise Data Platforms Product Leadership ________________________17 
SORACOM with KDDI SORACOM Joins KDDI in Advancing KDDI IoT Worldwide Architecture_____18 
Tata Consultancy Services Collaborates with USC Viterbi School of Engineering on STEM Outreach 

Program______________________________________________________________________________18 
TCS partners with TEDxAmsterdam to explore digital’s role in shaping the future ___________________20 

Events News ______________________________________________________________________ 20 
ASSESS 2018 Congress Announces Sigmetrix as a Gold Sponsor ________________________________20 
CollabNet VersionOne a Title Sponsor at Agile 2018 in San Diego August 6-10 _____________________21 
Johnson & Johnson and Fluke Corporation explain the art of connecting the unconnectable assets at 

MaximoWorld _________________________________________________________________________22 
KUKA at FachPack 2018: comprehensive range of products and services for the packaging sector ______22 

Financial News ___________________________________________________________________ 23 
Altair Announces Second Quarter 2018 Financial Results _______________________________________23 
Aspen Technology Announces Financial Results for the Fourth Quarter and Fiscal Year 2018 __________24 
KUKA lays groundwork in China and confirms targets for 2018 _________________________________26 

Implementation Investments _________________________________________________________ 27 
Aperto, an IBM Company, Secures Contract to Reinvent the Digital Ecosystem for the Ministry of Defence 

and the German Armed Forces ____________________________________________________________27 
Randa Accessories Selects NGC Andromeda Cloud Platform for Vendor Compliance and Quality Control 28 
Skechers China Selects Centric Software ____________________________________________________29 

Product News _____________________________________________________________________ 30 

PLM Industry Summary 
Sara Vos, Editor 

Vol. 20 No. 32 - Friday, August 10, 2018 

 
 

mailto:s.vos@CIMdata.com
http://www.cimdata.com/
http://www.cimdata.com/


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 2 

Automation of advanced geometry processing is focus for ITI’s CADfix 12 release __________________30 
CFDTool - MATLAB CFD Toolbox Available _______________________________________________31 
Kubotek’s Kosmos™ Framework Now Available for Licensing __________________________________31 
OceanX Data Platform Helps Power the Subscription Economy with Oracle Cloud___________________32 
SparkCognition Partners with Siemens to Advance Industrial Market _____________________________33 

 

CIMdata News 

A 21st Century Supply Chain (CIMdata Commentary) 

7 August 2018 

Key takeaways: 

 As Additive Manufacturing (AM) comes into widespread use it may upend supply chains by 

separating the digital and the physical. PLM can enable this transformation; PLM’s absence 

could be chaotic. 

 Manufacturers working in supply chains may be able to shift production to customers equipped 

for AM. Instead of physical parts, customer will buy products in digital form as technical data 

packages (TDPs).  

 Moog Inc. is developing this capability with AM, Blockchain, and PLM and it expects significant, 

measurable benefits. 

A&D Supply Chain Issues 

Companies in aerospace and defense (A&D) supply chains have many problems, which seem to grow 

with the rising proportion of information in their supply chains; this data growth is in part due to surging 

inflows of data from the Internet of Things (IoT) and lifecycle-based precise replicas of products and 

processes known as digital twins and digital threads. While physical parts are the reason supply chains 

exist, there has been an explosion in the amount of highly detailed, proprietary data—materials, 

requirements processes, inspections, verifications, certifications, and more—that accompanies 

components from producer to prime contractor and manufacturer to airfield and depot. Monitored and 

verified with Product Lifecycle Management (PLM), this data ensures that the product—anything from a 

flight control system component to a wing or a turbine engine—meets its buyers’ requirements, 

complies with government regulations, and conforms to export controls on armaments. 

What has long been lacking in these transactions is security and transparency, always a difficult balance 

to achieve. Technical data packages (TDPs) are still largely “taken on faith;” as yet there is no reliable 

way to authenticate them. The traceability of data in transmittals is still verified with paper—the 

costliest and least reliable way to manage data, making PLM essential. Intellectual property (IP) is 

always at risk and counterfeit parts keep appearing. Supply chain security and transparency problems are 

highlighted by a growing push toward on-demand, quantity one, anywhere / anytime production. 

Generating spare parts at or near their point of use, for example, speeds up deliveries while avoiding 

costs for freight and inventory management—all of which is readily measurable. 

A Radical Solution 

One solution to these problems is making supply chains entirely digital, which means detaching the 
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physical from the digital but keeping them in sync. This separation solves many supply chain problems 

and does away with non-value-added services such warehousing and export-import middlemen. More 

importantly, in supply chains this separation is radical and profoundly disruptive. Manufacturers can 

move away from selling physical, tangible products by licensing customers to make parts themselves. 

This entails selling the digital equivalents of products as technical data packages. 

The essentials for using technical data packages to separate the physical from the digital in supply chains 

are secure information transmittals and customers with in-house production capabilities. This is where 

additive manufacturing and Blockchain enter the picture. AM (a.k.a. 3D printing) is now in many 

manufacturing organizations, allowing manufacturers to shift physical production to customers that use 

AM. Upending supply chains to digital from physical could not be done without AM’s rapid and 

widespread adoption. Industry analysts’ reports predict global shipments of AM machines could reach as 

high as 6.7 million in 2020, a growth rate that some supply chain experts have labeled phenomenal. 

Blockchain meets the huge and stringent data transmittal needs of the physical-to-digital shift. 

Blockchain is a distributed digital ledger that maintains a continuously growing list of ordered records 

called blocks. Existing on a large number of file servers, these ledgers are virtually impossible to 

counterfeit. Data recorded in a block cannot be altered because each block contains a “hashed” 

timestamp; a hash is a cryptographic math function that guarantees, as just one example, the genuineness 

or provenance of whatever object is represented by a TDP. There is a third essential supporting element: 

PLM with its unmatched ability to manage, allow access to, and secure information no matter how it’s 

generated, where it’s stored, who is responsible for it, or how it is gathered into digital twins and digital 

threads. 

 

Figure 1— Extensive Additive Manufacturing Capabilities at Moog 

(Image courtesy of Moog) 

A pioneering physical-to-digital supply chain is being refined and enhanced by Moog—an innovation 

born from the convergence of three insights: 

 That now widely available AM offers manufacturers far greater flexibility than conventional or 

“subtractive” machine tools and manufacturing. 
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 That Blockchain can make supply chain transmittals both transparent and secure to an 

unprecedented degree. 

 That shortcomings of an aging product data management (PDM) system can be remedied with a 

PLM “overlay,” currently being implemented. Any need to migrate 20 years of manufacturing 

information, a costly undertaking by any measure, has been eliminated. 

The Moog Aerospace & Defense Solution 

By separating the digital from the physical in its supply chains, Moog is transforming the way it 

provides its complex control systems to customers. This is done with a revolutionary product delivery 

platform called VeriPart™. VeriPart integrates AM, Blockchain, and PLM—possibly for the first time 

ever. As in many manufacturing enterprises, PLM helps keep supply chains running smoothly. PLM 

plays a vital role in VeriPart by providing information at what Moog terms “point of use and time of 

need.” Moog notes that smoothly operating supply chains make manufacturing as a service secure, 

verifiable, traceable, and certifiable. 

Drivers of Moog’s PLM transformation include moving to model-based definition (MBD) for better 

requirements management, implementing better classification and workflow processes to eliminate data 

chases, and managing intellectual property (IP) more directly. Moog’s PLM initiative includes 

Teamcenter’s Active Workspace environment for collaboration, bringing thousands of standard data 

objects and hundreds of standards up to date. Leveraged by data from the IoT, PLM’s digital twin 

contains everything known about a given product and is continually undated while a digital thread 

monitors everything done to develop and manufacture a product. 

PLM is a strategic business approach that applies a consistent set of business solutions in support of the 

collaborative creation, management, dissemination, and use of product definition information across the 

extended enterprise, and spanning from product concept to end of life. This approach integrates people, 

processes, business systems, and information in all the distinct phases through which a product passes 

during its life—requirements definition, concept design, production, inspection, verification, et cetera. 

While there is overlap between PDM and PLM, older PDM systems are generally constrained by the 

outputs of computer-aided design / computer-aided manufacturing (CAD/CAM) and CAD/CAM’s 

extensions into computer-aided engineering, or CAE. Moog is focused on the gains PLM offers over 

PDM; hence its PLM project justifications were qualitative. 

The nature of Moog’s products both impels and sustains VeriPart. Based in East Aurora, N.Y., the 

company manufactures complex, precision motion controls for commercial and military aviation and 

manned and unmanned spacecraft as well as medical equipment. Sold worldwide, Moog’s products must 

meet stringent quality specifications and traceability requirements. Aircraft flight controls are Moog’s 

largest business segment but nearly all its products require some form of certification to establish 

suitability for service; conformance must always be verified. (The company has over 11,000 employees 

working from 100-plus locations in 28 countries. Sales for 2017 were $2.5 billion.) 

Moog got into AM in 2015 with an acquisition. Engineers and managers quickly grasped how 3D 

printing tightens the links between digital designs and as-built physical products. After its engineers 

were exposed to Blockchain—at a hackathon, no less—they “connected the dots” to come up with 

VeriPart. VeriPart provides traceability of the history and provenance of each part’s design, 

manufacture, and use. Blockchain ensures that 3D printed parts and assemblies can be authenticated, 

that data transmittals won’t be hacked (stolen by counterfeiters, for example), and that transactions (such 

as manufacturing) can be licensed to third parties. 
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NCMS Evaluates VeriPart 

VeriPart’s use in A&D is being demonstrated, evaluated, and adapted in a research and development 

collaboration with ST Aerospace, a unit of Singapore Technologies, and the National Center for 

Manufacturing Sciences, or NCMS. “Supply chain management in digital manufacturing (AM, in other 

words) is important for carrying out secure digital transactions and creating binding contracts in an 

efficient way, as well as verifying the quality of manufactured parts through proper establishment of 

qualification and certification standards,” NCMS observed on its work with Moog and ST Aero. “This 

quality control is particularly crucial in fields such as nuclear energy or aerospace, where the use of a 

part that isn’t up to standards can have serious negative consequences.” 

 

Figure 2—The breadth of the Moog VeriPart concept 

(Image courtesy of Moog) 

Also participating in the NCMS project are Siemens PLM Software; Identify3D, a provider of digital 

supply chain software; and Guardtime Federal, developer of a Blockchain based digital signature 

solution. NCMS is based in Ann Arbor, Michigan, as is CIMdata. 

Moog demonstrated the first end-to-end Blockchain-enabled digital transaction in A&D in February 

2018. The company is executing proofs of concept with a major airframe manufacturer and, through 

NCMS, with the U.S. Department of Defense. Moog is a founding member of the Blockchain Research 

Institute. Blockchain capabilities and VeriPart may even form the basis of a new Moog business. 

Challenges remain, however. Blockchain technology needs tighter integration with PLM, with ERP, and 

with AM itself. Mechanical CAD solutions do not always apply smoothly to AM; features and toolsets 

are aligned with “subtractive” manufacturing. If mechanical CAD’s use with AM is to be optimized, 

functionality must continue to evolve. 

Conclusion 

In a Mechanical Engineering magazine article on Blockchain, Mr. George Small, Moog Chief 

Technology Officer observed that “Blockchain lends itself to rethinking how the manufacturing value 

chain is laid out.” Moog is doing exactly that. Although initially developed for AM, VeriPart is 

extensible to any manufacturing process and any manufacturing market. CIMdata observes that 

managing supply chains and traceability requirements applies to a wide range of industries, not just 

A&D. Moog may need a great deal of ingenuity and hard work to bring VeriPart into widespread use. 

CIMdata believes that organizations needing to bring their supply chains into the 21st Century should 

monitor VeriPart’s ongoing refinement at NCMS—and replace aging PDM systems with up-to-date, 

end-to-end PLM business solutions. 
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About CIMdata 

CIMdata, an independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize an 

enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM). CIMdata provides world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-

practice methods on PLM. CIMdata also offers research, subscription services, publications, and 

education through international conferences. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website 

at http://www.CIMdata.com or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108, 

USA. Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV Weert, The 

Netherlands. Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

CIMdata Publishes Commentary: “A 21st Century Supply Chain” 

7 August 2018 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic consulting and research firm, has released a new 

commentary that describes how Moog Inc., a leading global supplier of integrated control actuation 

systems for civil and military aircraft, is revolutionizing the way it delivers its complex control systems 

to its customers by separating the digital from the physical in its supply chains. To achieve this, Moog 

has developed a revolutionary product delivery platform called VeriPart™. VeriPart integrates additive 

manufacturing (AM), blockchain, and product lifecycle management (PLM)—possibly for the first time 

ever. 

VeriPart provides traceability of the history and provenance of each part’s design, manufacture, and use. 

Blockchain ensures that 3D printed parts and assemblies can be authenticated, that data transmittals 

won’t be hacked, and that transactions can be licensed to third parties. PLM plays a vital role in VeriPart 

by providing information at what Moog terms “point of use and time of need.”  

Veripart’s use in the aerospace and defense (A&D) industry is being demonstrated, evaluated, and 

adapted in in a research and development collaboration with ST Aerospace, a unit of Singapore 

Technologies, and the National Center for Manufacturing Sciences (NCMS). The first end-to-end 

Blockchain-enabled digital transaction in A&D was demonstrated by Moog in February 2018. 

According to Mr. Peter Bilello, CIMdata’s President, “Moog’s pioneering physical-to-digital supply 

chain continues to be refined and enhanced. Managing supply chains and traceability requirements 

applies to a wide range of industries, not just A&D and organizations needing to bring their supply 

chains into the 21st century must take note of the on-going refinements and the evaluation of Veripart by 

NCMS.” 

To learn more about this innovative approach, the complete commentary is available for download at 

www.CIMdata.com. 

 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize 

an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered 

http://www.cimdata.com/
file:///C:/Users/User/Documents/CIMdata/DAILY/7August2018.doc%23Contents
file:///C:/Users/User/Documents/CIMdata/DAILY/7August2018.doc%23Contents
https://www.cimdata.com/en/resources/complimentary-reports-research/commentaries/item/10580-a-21st-century-supply-chain-commentary
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world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods on PLM solutions. These solutions 

incorporate both business processes and a wide-ranging set of PLM-enabling technologies. 

CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and providers of technologies and services seeking 

competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, 

provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The 

company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences 

worldwide. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia 

Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website at www.CIMdata.com, follow us on 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews, or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann 

Arbor, MI 48108, USA, Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV 

Weert, The Netherlands, Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

CIMdata Publishes “Siemens PLM Software Advances Generative Design Technology in NX” 

(CIMdata eBook) 

9 August 2018 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic management consulting and research firm, announces 

the publication of an eBook titled “Siemens PLM Software Advances Generative Design Technology in 

NX.”  

Generative design is a process wherein the shape and composition of a product is determined by using 

physics-based simulation and other analysis methods that consider performance requirements and 

optimize objectives such as minimum cost and weight. Topology Optimization is the most familiar 

generative design process and its popularity is being driven by improvements in 3D printing. Such 

design approaches, however, challenge the traditional product development process in that many 

downstream tools do not understand the geometric output of topology optimization algorithms. This 

eBook looks at the technical approach adopted in NX, the flagship CAD solution of Siemens PLM 

Software.  

The eBook introduces the key concepts of Generative Design and specifically Topology Optimization. It 

includes a discussion of the generative design workflow and overcoming the formidable issue of 

importing the faceted geometry output of generative design algorithms into CAD using Siemens 

Convergent Modeling technology. 

According to Mr. Peter Bilello, CIMdata President, “Given today’s rapidly advancing generative design 

and additive manufacturing technologies, a company must understand the impacts that their new 

workflows will have on their current design processes.” Dr. Ken Versprille, CIMdata Executive 

Consultant, notes “CAD geometric modeling technology continues to evolve to support generative 

design methods. Siemens geometry technologists have demonstrated a long history of contributions to 

CAD modeling and are well positioned to support this new challenge.” To find out more and to 

download the eBook on Siemens PLM Software Advances Generative Design Technology in NX, visit 

https://www.cimdata.com/. 

 

About CIMdata 

http://www.cimdata.com/
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CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize 

an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered 

world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods on PLM solutions. These solutions 

incorporate both business processes and a wide-ranging set of PLM-enabling technologies. 

CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and providers of technologies and services seeking 

competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, 

provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The 

company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences 

worldwide. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia 

Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website at www.CIMdata.com, follow us on 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews, or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann 

Arbor, MI 48108, USA, Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV 

Weert, The Netherlands, Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 
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Acquisitions 

Accenture Expands Industry X.0 Capabilities with Two Acquisitions in North America 

9 August 2018 

Accenture has made two major moves to expand its Industry X.0 practice. The company acquired 

hardware engineering firm Mindtribe and entered into an agreement to buy smart embedded software 

company Pillar Technology. The two acquisitions will significantly boost Accenture’s ability to help 

companies redefine smart connected software and physical products as the lines blur between the 

physical and digital world. 

Accenture Industry X.0 helps industrial, high-tech, software, automotive, energy and utility companies 

address the shift to digital products and services, transform their engineering, manufacturing and field 

operations, and digitize their enterprises. 

“Products are no longer simply physical things – they are evolving to be connected platforms that are 

powered by artificial intelligence, the Internet of Things, and cloud and edge computing,” said Mike 

Sutcliff, group chief executive, Accenture Digital. “With our Industry X.0 capabilities, we are helping 

our clients create the products of the future with the required expertise in digital technologies, software 

development, product engineering, as well as user experience and product design. These acquisitions 

will fuel our drive to become a leader in developing connected products and services.” 

Julie Sweet, Accenture’s chief executive officer, North America, added: “Our investment in innovation 

is an investment in our clients. These acquisitions follow the opening of our new Industry X.0 

innovation hub in metro Detroit, further expanding our capabilities to help companies across a range of 

industries rapidly co-create, prototype and launch connected products and services to unlock new 

revenue streams and business models.” 

http://www.cimdata.com/
file:///C:/Users/User/Documents/CIMdata/DAILY/9August2018.doc%23Contents
file:///C:/Users/User/Documents/CIMdata/DAILY/9August2018.doc%23Contents
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.accenture.com%2Findustry-x0&esheet=51850782&newsitemid=20180809005550&lan=en-US&anchor=Industry+X.0&index=1&md5=ce6d411dbfca9ee830acc72f4f24bb6c
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fmindtribe.com%2F&esheet=51850782&newsitemid=20180809005550&lan=en-US&anchor=Mindtribe&index=2&md5=805025786fb20b8e783e0a3db4e38fa1
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fpillartechnology.com%2F&esheet=51850782&newsitemid=20180809005550&lan=en-US&anchor=Pillar+Technology&index=3&md5=419a41ea42b6a6194ecd56cd22279199
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Mindtribe has a team of 40 professionals and is based in San Francisco. It creates innovative connected 

hardware tightly integrated with digital services. Having pioneered the use of agile techniques for 

hardware, the team can deliver user value faster and shorten development cycles. It has created class-

leading technology products for many iconic brands and high-tech companies. Headquartered in 

Columbus, Ohio, Pillar Technology has a team of 320 people and offices in Des Moines, Iowa, Ann 

Arbor, Michigan, and Palo Alto, California. It possesses more than 20 years of experience in the 

rapid/agile development of high-quality and user-friendly embedded software used in smart, connected 

products such as autonomous vehicles. 

Pillar Technology fuses elegant physical products with digital services that increase the benefit for end 

users and offer new ways to attract and serve customers. It has worked on reinventing the concept of 

hardware products with many iconic brands and high-tech companies. 

Steve Myers, CEO of Mindtribe, said, “Mindtribe has always sought to build groundbreaking connected 

products and services, and we are proud to be behind some of the world’s most high-profile product 

successes. Now, 20 years after the foundation of Mindtribe, the most exciting part of our journey is still 

ahead of us, and we are looking forward to moving ahead as part of the Accenture Industry X.0 team.” 

Bob Myers, CEO of Pillar Technology, said, “Our ambition is to provide the best possible software -- 

embedded or connected – at lightning speed. We focus on value and fast feedback loops that puts user 

experience at the forefront. Joining Accenture‘s Industry X.0 practice will allow us to bring this focus on 

speed-to-value to even more clients. We’re excited to be a part of how Industry X.0 will help clients 

reach new heights in the U.S. and globally.” 

As an area that represents significant growth opportunities for clients, Accenture is focused on 

strengthening its capabilities in Industry X.0 globally. For example, Accenture recently launched a 

new Industry X.0 innovation hub in metro Detroit, acquired Boston-based product design and innovation 

firm Altitude, and completed its acquisition of strategic design consultancy designaffairs. 

Mindtribe’s San Francisco office and team offer all interdisciplinary skills and physical hardware 

engineering equipment that clients need to build connected products from concept through production. 

Pillar Technology will add a unique approach, called “The Forge,” that brings together business 

strategists, creatives, developers and clients to collaborate on solving business problems in a no-

constraints, innovative environment. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Hexagon Ab Strengthens Solutions Portfolio with Acquisition of External Array Software 

1 August 2018 

Hexagon AB recently announced the acquisition of External-Array Software, a software development 

company that specialises in providing user-friendly and high functionality metrology software for 

coordinate measuring machine (CMM) manufacturers. Founded in China in 2005, External-Array joins 

Hexagon’s Manufacturing Intelligence Division. 

With simplified programming modes, customisation capabilities and strong compatibility, External-

Array’s solutions have helped the company establish an international reputation and a large customer 

base in China. RationalDMIS CMM software, developed by External-Array, features an intuitive 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewsroom.accenture.com%2Fnews%2Faccenture-launches-new-innovation-hub-in-metro-detroit-will-add-200-jobs-to-regions-growing-tech-community.htm&esheet=51850782&newsitemid=20180809005550&lan=en-US&anchor=Industry+X.0+innovation+hub+in+metro+Detroit&index=4&md5=849ae7e9eae6a42335be5fa7d0e8c6c8
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewsroom.accenture.com%2Fnews%2Faccenture-acquires-product-design-and-innovation-firm-altitude-enhancing-ability-to-help-companies-harness-the-internet-of-things-to-create-new-business-models.htm&esheet=51850782&newsitemid=20180809005550&lan=en-US&anchor=Altitude&index=5&md5=4300d9555ae507237fae54c8a93d6d65
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewsroom.accenture.com%2Fnews%2Faccenture-completes-acquisition-of-strategic-design-consultancy-designaffairs.htm&esheet=51850782&newsitemid=20180809005550&lan=en-US&anchor=designaffairs&index=6&md5=c75a54d2a75ec969be63d5627d0bc018
file:///C:/Users/User/Documents/CIMdata/DAILY/10August2018.doc%23Contents
file:///C:/Users/User/Documents/CIMdata/DAILY/10August2018.doc%23Contents
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interface and drag and drop programming, designed to help trainee users quickly acquire the required 

operational skills and knowledge. With functions such as real-time graphical display, path simulation, 

collision detection and measuring planning, users can enhance measurement control and visibility. In 

addition, the software’s high compatibility enables support for different sensors, controllers and CMMs. 

“The acquisition of External-Array further enriches Hexagon’s metrology software solutions, providing 

more software choices for entry level CMMs,” said Norbert Hanke, President and CEO of Hexagon 

Manufacturing Intelligence. “The customisation function of RationalDMIS software in particular offers 

customers a solution tailored to their operations, helping them to target their needs and objectives and 

drive productivity.” 

External-Array was fully consolidated as of 1 August 2018. This acquisition has no significant impact 

on Hexagon’s earnings. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Company News 

Abaco Wins Order to Help Equip Fleet of Fighter Aircraft 

24 July 2018 

Abaco announced that it had won an order from a leading aerospace and defense company involved in 

the design, fabrication and assembly of aircraft, jet engines, helicopters and their spare parts. The order 

is for a quantity of Abaco's PowerXtreme PPC4B 6U VME single board computers that will be 

deployed in the light combat aircraft of a major US ally. 

The order is valued at $1.8 million. 

Design of the fighter aircraft began in the 1990s, with the maiden flight taking place in 2007. Abaco's 

PPC4B was originally designed-in to the platform, and this order supports the latest production run. 

"The PPC4B is no longer in production, but such is the nature of Abaco's Lifetime Product Lifecycle 

Management program, we were able to commit to the customer at the time of first order that we would 

continue to supply both products for as long as they were needed – and we're continuing to live up to 

that commitment," said John Muller, Chief Growth Officer, Abaco Systems. "For the customer, the 

benefit is that the extensive qualification of the aircraft's mission computer that originally took place 

does not require to be repeated – saving substantially in both time and expense." 

"The order also demonstrates the truth of our assertion that the VME architecture will continue to be 

important for the foreseeable future," Muller continued. "There are many similar programs that have 

been deployed for a decade or more where the design is proven and trusted, and where re-qualification 

would be an intolerable burden. We will continue to develop new VME-based products, and to support 

those we have previously announced, for as long as our customers need us to." 

Abaco introduced its first full military 6U VME single board computer in 1986. Since that time, the 

PowerXtreme family has been regularly enhanced to leverage the newest technologies, enabling 

customers to achieve higher performance at minimal cost with upgrades that are form, fit and function 

compatible with their predecessors. Over the past 30+ years, Abaco has developed more than 80 
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products based on the VME architecture. Many thousands of PowerXtreme family single board 

computers have been deployed, including by the US Navy's MK-48 ADCAP/ACOT program. 

The newest addition to the PowerXtreme family is the PPC11A, which takes advantage of the latest 

QorIQ™ T2081/T1042 Power Architecture™ processors to provide a straightforward, low risk, cost-

effective upgrade path/technology insertion opportunity for existing users. This brings the benefits of 

AltiVec™ co-processing to a 4-core platform, each of which is dual threaded, offering eight virtual 

e6500 cores.  Customers would typically see a 2x improvement in performance compared with the 

predecessor board. 

The PPC11A is available in two versions, providing customers with the ability to choose the best 

power/performance match for the planned application. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Accenture Teams with Columbus State Community College to Bring Apprentices to Company’s 

Innovation Hub 

7 August 2018 

Accenture has welcomed its first class of apprentices to its innovation hub in Columbus. The company 

teamed with Columbus State Community College to recruit students and recent graduates to participate 

in the year-long program, which is designed to give the apprentices hands-on experience with advanced 

technologies. Upon completing the program, apprentices will have the potential opportunity to secure 

full-time employment with Accenture.   

  

“Accenture is bringing a very forward-thinking approach to helping our students and recent graduates 

develop the skills they need to thrive in digital-economy jobs,” said Columbus State President David 

Harrison. “This program is also a model for deepening the alignment between academic institutions and 

employers in our communities and furthering the development of our technology workforce in Ohio.” 

  

The first cohort of apprentices – who started with the company this month – will be part of Accenture’s 

innovation hub team, developing proficiency with the most advanced software engineering technologies, 

including agile, DevOps, cloud computing and robotic process automation. In addition to on-the-job 

learning, the program will also provide the apprentices with the opportunity to sharpen their leadership, 

communication and teamwork skills.  

  

“The collaboration between Accenture and Columbus State will open doors to technology careers that 

otherwise might have not been available to students and recent graduates,” said Columbus Mayor 

Andrew J. Ginther. “I’m grateful for Accenture’s continued commitment to Columbus and in helping us 

grow our thriving business and technology community.” 

  

Joe Chenelle, office managing director for Accenture in Columbus, said, “Our apprenticeship program is 

intended to provide under-represented groups greater access to digital-economy jobs while building a 

pipeline of talent to address the skills gap many companies are facing. We are working with Columbus 

State to give students and recent graduates the opportunities to build the skills required to fill the 

technology jobs of today and tomorrow.” 

https://www.abaco.com/products/ppc11a-rugged-6u-vme-single-board-computer?cid=customer_win_pr
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Recently named by Columbus Business First as one of its 2018 Healthiest Employers, Accenture opened 

the innovation hub in Columbus in February, bringing 200 tech jobs to the community.  

Click here to return to Contents 

 

AspenTech Appoints Gary Weiss as New Chief Operating Officer 

9 August 2018 

Aspen Technology, Inc. has named Gary Weiss to be Chief Operating Officer, a new position within the 

company. 

In this new role, Weiss will be responsible for customer-facing operations and product leadership across 

AspenTech’s portfolio of asset optimization solutions in the engineering design and manufacturing and 

supply chain areas. He brings to AspenTech more than 25 years of experience in the software industry 

where he successfully led several organizations to scale their go-to-market operations. 

Weiss joins AspenTech from OpenText, where he held several leadership roles in various business units 

of the organization. His last role was as Senior Vice President and General Manager of the OpenText 

Security, Discovery and Analytics business. His prior responsibilities included being SVP of Cloud 

Services, as well as SVP and GM of its Information Exchange business unit that led to the 

transformative acquisition of GXS for the Canadian software leader. 

“We have been evaluating our organizational structure to ensure that we are best aligned to capitalize on 

the significant opportunity we have developed by broadening our vision and expanding our market 

potential. Gary’s appointment is an important component of this process, and AspenTech will benefit 

from his extensive experience in successfully scaling companies,” said Antonio Pietri, President and 

Chief Executive Officer of AspenTech. 

“I am thrilled to join AspenTech at this exciting time,” said Weiss. “AspenTech is ideally positioned to 

deliver the next generation of asset optimization solutions for capital-intensive industries and I am 

looking forward to working with our customers to push the boundaries of their asset performance and 

maximize their value.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Bentley Systems Announces Finalists in the Year in Infrastructure 2018 Awards Program 

7 August 2018 

Bentley Systems, Incorporated announced the finalists in the Year in Infrastructure 2018 Awards 

program. The annual awards program honors the extraordinary work of Bentley users advancing 

infrastructure design, construction, and operations throughout the world. Twelve independent jury 

panels of distinguished industry experts selected the 57 finalists from 420 nominations submitted by 

more than 340 user organizations around the world. 

The finalists will present their innovative projects to their peers, the jurors, industry thought leaders, and 

more than 130 members of the media as part of related infrastructure forums at Bentley’s Year in 

https://www.bizjournals.com/columbus/news/2018/02/13/business-first-announces-2018-healthiest-employers.html
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Infrastructure 2018 Conference, to be held later this year, October 15 through 18, in London at the 

Hilton London Metropole. 

Chris Barron, Bentley Systems’ chief communications officer, said, “The Year in 

Infrastructure Conference is an ideal opportunity for infrastructure leaders from around the world to 

network with their peers, and learn about technologies and best practices to accelerate their 

organizations’ digital advancement. As part of the conference, we are pleased to congratulate and 

acknowledge the awards program finalists for their excellent work, and to provide conference attendees 

with the chance to meet the finalists and watch their project presentations, which represent this year’s 

most outstanding going digital advancements in infrastructure.” 

 

About the Year in Infrastructure 2018 Awards Program and Conference 

Since 2004, the Year in Infrastructure Awards program (formerly known as Be Inspired Awards) has 

showcased excellence and innovation in the design, construction, and operations of infrastructure 

projects around the world. The Year in Infrastructure Awards program is the only global competition of 

its kind, which encompasses all types of infrastructure projects. The awards program is open to all users 

of Bentley software, and is adjudicated by independent panels of industry experts who select finalists for 

each category. 

Bentley’s Year in Infrastructure 2018 Conference is a global gathering of leading executives in the 

world of infrastructure design, construction, and operations. The conference features presentations, 

panel discussions, workshops, and demonstrations exploring the intersection of technology and business 

drivers, and how software technology is shaping the future of infrastructure project delivery and asset 

performance. 

On October 15, more than 130 journalists from leading media outlets around the globe will gather at the 

Hilton London Metropole in London for Bentley Systems’ annual Media Day briefing and presentations. 

These journalists will also participate in the Year in Infrastructure 2018 Conference. 

 

To read the full list of finalists, please visit 

https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20180807005636/en/Bentley-Systems-Announces-Finalists-

Year-Infrastructure-2018 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

CLS and IBM to foster ecosystem for financial institutions, FinTechs and software providers to share 

apps and services on a common DLT network 

30 July 2018 

CLS, a market infrastructure group delivering settlement, processing, and data solutions, and IBM 

announced a collaboration on a proof of concept (PoC) for LedgerConnect − a distributed ledger 

technology (DLT) platform for the financial services industry designed to enable banks, buy and sell 

side firms, FinTechs and software vendors to deploy, share and consume services hosted on a shared 

distributed ledger network. 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fyii.bentley.com&esheet=51848880&newsitemid=20180807005636&lan=en-US&anchor=Year+in+Infrastructure+2018+Conference&index=1&md5=059c27de85f8f132266a211a9480a040
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On LedgerConnect financial institutions will be able to access services in areas such as, but not limited 

to, know your customer processes, sanctions screening, collateral management, derivatives post-trade 

processing and reconciliation and market data. By hosting these services on a single, enterprise-grade 

network, organizations can focus on business objectives rather than application development, enabling 

them to realize operational efficiencies and cost savings across asset classes. 

Nine financial institutions, including Barclays and Citi, are participating in the PoC and have selected 

services from a number of vendors including Baton Systems, Calypso, Copp Clark, IBM, MPhasis, 

OpenRisk, SynSwap and Persistent Systems to participate in the PoC. 

As financial institutions increasingly work to implement DLT into their operations, capital markets 

remain saturated with multiple systems performing the same business functions and with siloed pockets 

of data that require expensive reconciliation processes. DLT can help reduce these inefficiencies and 

improve the speed of doing business by providing a single, shared version of events and one 

implementation of common business functions. 

However, it can be cost prohibitive and time-consuming for each vendor, bank, or consortium to create 

and operate its own unique DLT infrastructure for multiple services when proven technology already 

exists. LedgerConnect aims to solve this problem by providing a single shared and highly secured 

network on which multiple services can be deployed and consumed. This allows financial institutions to 

focus on transforming business processes rather than creating multiple new blockchain applications, 

networks and services in silos that could lead to increased interoperability costs and complexity. 

Operating on a private permissioned network based on the IBM Blockchain Platform and Hyperledger 

Fabric technology, LedgerConnect will be designed for regulated and security-conscious enterprises and 

available across asset classes. Support for additional ledger technologies may be provided in the future, 

based on market demand and developments. 

Commenting on LedgerConnect, Alan Marquard, Chief Strategy and Development Officer, CLS said, 

"LedgerConnect is part of CLS's strategy to explore how we can provide safe and robust solutions that 

create efficiencies and reduce risk for a diverse range of firms operating in the financial markets. We 

expect LedgerConnect to deliver enhanced efficiencies and economies of scale over single-purpose 

distributed ledger networks." 

"Together IBM and CLS have been early pioneers in advancing blockchain solutions for the financial 

services space," said Marie Wieck, general manager, IBM Blockchain. "Building on the success of 

CLSNet and leveraging the strong relationship CLS has with the world's leading financial institutions, 

LedgerConnect is uniquely positioned as a blockchain marketplace for the financial services industry, 

which will accelerate innovation across the ecosystem with value added services for blockchain 

networks." 

On completion of a successful PoC, generation of market demand, and receipt of all necessary 

regulatory approvals, CLS and IBM plan to make the platform widely available to the industry. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Exenta Signs Five Major New Clients in Q2 

10 August 2018 
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In the second quarter of the year, Exenta is proud to announce that they have signed five new clients 

including Krazy Kat, Tri-coastal, Superior Glove, Hansae Co., and Patricia Nash Designs. 

Krazy Kat, a sportswear brand and Tri-coastal, a wholesale accessories and home décor company, will 

be introducing Exenta’s PLM (Product Lifecycle Management) software to their businesses. They are 

expecting tremendous results with a system that will eliminate much of their designers’ unnecessary 

work, allowing them to focus on being creative. 

Alternatively, Patricia Nash Designs, a handbag company, will begin using Exenta’s ERP (Enterprise 

Resource Planning) software, which will streamline business processes and manage costs for their 

company. 

Hansae Co., a textile company, and Superior Glove, a wholesale work and safety glove brand, will take 

advantage of Exenta’s SFC (Shop Floor Control) software to take care of manufacturing for their 

business. They will benefit from SFC feature’s such as face recognition of employees and increased 

visibility and control on the shop floor. 

Exenta is thrilled to aid these businesses in updating outdated software and help them realize their full 

potential. Exenta plans to announce additional new clients in the near future. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

The Industrial Internet Consortium and the Internet of Things Alliance Australia Announce Liasion  

7 August 2018 

The Industrial Internet Consortium® (IIC™) and the Internet of Things Alliance Australia (IoTAA) 

announced they have agreed to a liaison. Under the agreement, the IIC and IoTAA will work together to 

harmonize various aspects of the industrial internet to help improve the digital economy. 

Joint activities between the IIC and the IoTAA include: 

 Collaborating on standardization 

 Realizing interoperability by harmonizing architecture and other elements 

 Aligning work in vertical domains 

 Developing benchmarks for IoT adoption 

 Developing global best practices 

“Global alignment and sharing of best practice is critical for realizing the economic benefit of IoT. We 

are therefore delighted to be working with the Industrial Internet Consortium,” says Frank Zeichner, 

CEO, IoT Alliance Australia. 

“We are excited to begin working with IoTAA on IoT interoperability, best practices, data sharing and 

more,” says Gary Stuebing, IoT Standards Manager, Cisco, and IIC Liaison Officer for IoTAA. 

“Working together, the IIC and IoTAA can ensure that IoTAA members have the information they need 

to help accelerate the adoption of IoT across the Australian economy.”   

IoTAA and the IIC have also agreed to meet regularly to exchange information and to hold joint 

workshops. 

file:///C:/Users/User/Documents/CIMdata/DAILY/10August2018.doc%23Contents
file:///C:/Users/User/Documents/CIMdata/DAILY/10August2018.doc%23Contents
https://www.iiconsortium.org/index.htm
http://www.iot.org.au/


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 16 

The IIC Liaison Working Group is the gateway for formal relationships with standards and open-source 

organizations, consortia, alliances, certification and testing bodies and government entities/agencies. The 

agreement with the IoTAA is one of a number of agreements made by the IIC’s Liaison Working 

Group.   

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Infosys to Expand Presence in Noida, Uttar Pradesh 

29 July 2018 

Infosys today announced the expansion of its presence in Noida, Uttar Pradesh with the commencement 

of work on its new software development center. The honorable Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, 

felicitated Infosys’ upcoming facility, as part of the ‘Rising UP, Powering New India’ event in 

Lucknow, aimed at boosting infrastructural capabilities in the state of Uttar Pradesh. 

As part of this project, Infosys will invest approx. INR 750 crores in the first phase of construction to 

build a 2.7 million square feet facility that can accommodate a total staff strength of 5,000. The state-of-

the-art project, for which the UP government has allocated 27.5 acres of land in Sector-85, Noida, will 

be one the most sustainable projects in the region, with extensive efforts to minimize the facility’s 

carbon footprint by leveraging innovation and technology in the construction process. 

Salil Parekh, Chief Executive Officer and Managing Director of Infosys, said, “We’re delighted that 

honorable Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi felicitated our upcoming facility in Noida. The facility is 

a critical part of our effort to enhance our presence in the national capital region and leverage the talent 

pool available in this market. We are grateful to the state government of Uttar Pradesh for their support 

towards this endeavor.” 

The project’s design will be done by RSP Design Consultants from Singapore and will aim to achieve a 

LEED Platinum rating, the highest level of certification for a green building, given by the U.S. Green 

Building Council. The construction will begin as soon as the government approval is received. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

RTI Named Top 2018 Industrial IoT Company 

7 August 2018 

Real-Time Innovations (RTI) today announced that the company has been named one of the 

world’s Top 500 IIoT Companies based on recent research conducted by IoTOne, formally ranking at 

#76. RTI’s CEO, Stan Schneider, has also been named one of the world’s Top 100 IIoT Influencers, for 

the second consecutive year. 

The IoTOne Top IIoT Influencer and Top IIoT Company rankings are selected from a pool of IIoT 

companies and executives in a wide range of industries including: Aerospace, Automotive, Building & 

Infrastructure, Computer & Personal Electronics, Food & Beverage, Machinery, Oil & Gas, 

Telecommunications and Utilities verticals. 
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RTI’s ranking in the IoTOne 500 Industrial IoT Index further demonstrates the company’s ongoing 

commitment to providing the leading connectivity framework for the world’s most demanding industrial 

IoT systems. RTI Connext DDS software enables applications to work together as one, integrated 

system, significantly reducing development, integration and maintenance costs. 

In addition to being named one of the Top 100 IIoT Influencers, RTI CEO Stan Schneider also serves as 

the vice chair of the Industrial Internet Consortium’s (IIC) Steering Committee. Furthermore, Stan 

chairs OpenFog’s Fog World keynote committee and serves on the advisory board for the IoT Solutions 

World Congress. Stan has published more than fifty papers in both academic and industry press and 

speaks widely at events and conferences across many IIoT verticals including connected medical 

systems, smartgrid and intelligent transportation. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Siemens and Synopsys team up to expand and extend EDA collaboration 

July 2018 

Siemens PLM Software and Synopsys, Inc. have agreed to collaborate on a wide range of electronic 

design automation (EDA) product interoperability projects for the benefit of their mutual customers. The 

collaboration spans a number of EDA domains from design to verification.  

“With the increasing complexity in electronics driven by AI, automotive, industrial and other high-

impact markets, semiconductor and systems companies are grappling with design challenges from the 

roots of silicon all the way up to the application software,” said Aart de Geus, chairman and co-CEO of 

Synopsys. “We look forward to working with Siemens to provide increasingly powerful EDA and 

related solutions to our mutual customers.”   

“Our customers are rapidly adopting electronic design automation as part of their digitalization strategy. 

Interoperability is a critical aspect of enabling customers not only in EDA but in the broader context of 

system development,” stated Tony Hemmelgarn, CEO of Siemens PLM Software. “Siemens is very 

committed to EDA and we are looking forward to our interoperability partnership with Synopsys.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Solix Wins Award for Global Enterprise Data Platforms Product Leadership 

7 August 2018 

Solix Technologies, Inc. has been awarded a prestigious 2018 award for Global Enterprise Data 

Platforms Product Leadership. The award highlights the Solix Common Data Platform as a key solution 

for meeting GDPR requirements. 

The Solix Common Data Platform (CDP) is the only true enterprise-ready Big Data management 

product for the next generation of data-driven enterprises. It helps companies better organize, manage, 

and process all of their enterprise data for advanced analytics, compliance, infrastructure optimization, 

and data security. The Solix CDP employs Information Lifecycle Management (ILM) to support all 

enterprise data throughout its life cycle, and does so by classifying data at creation and implementing a 
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retention policy with legal hold support for all enterprise data until deletion. 

"We are honored to receive [the] award for Global Enterprise Data Platforms Product Leadership," said 

Sai Gundavelli, Founder/CEO, Solix Technologies. "With GDPR now well underway, we are committed 

to providing organizations with the solutions necessary to meet global data governance and compliance 

requirements." 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

SORACOM with KDDI SORACOM Joins KDDI in Advancing KDDI IoT Worldwide Architecture 

24 July 2018 

KDDI CORPORATION and SORACOM Inc. have announced that SORACOM will participate in 

KDDI's IoT Worldwide Architecture, which provides comprehensive functionality ranging from IoT 

connectivity for vehicles, industrial machinery and other devices, to service implementation and data 

analysis. 

Announced in June 2018, KDDI's IoT Worldwide Architecture enables integrated service provision of 

contracting, billing and other processes involved in global IoT telecommunications, which previously 

required separate negotiations with carriers in each country. With this Architecture, profile data on the 

SIM embedded in devices can be rewritten remotely to enable direct connectivity with local carriers 

selected by KDDI. Commercialization of the system is slated for fiscal 2019. By using this Architecture, 

companies that do business worldwide will be able to integrate management of their IoT connectivity 

operations without having to concern themselves with differences between carriers' IoT management 

environments. 

Participation by SORACOM in the KDDI IoT Worldwide Architecture will enhance the connectivity of 

this Architecture through direct connection that KDDI-selected carriers provide as well as through 

SORACOM Air for Cellular. This global IoT telecommunications service makes IoT connections 

possible in more than 100 countries and territories using a single SIM. 

SORACOM Air for Cellular is available even with a single telecomms line, which makes it easy for 

small-scale operations to use, and it also enables customers to manage IoT telecommunications 

themselves through a browser or API. Options include the addition of device management, cloud 

connectivity and security enhancement functions necessary for IoT systems construction and operation. 

Moving forward, the link between KDDI's IoT Worldwide Architecture and SORACOM Air for 

Cellular will provide a worldwide telecommunications platform for customers who implement IoT 

business on a global scale. 

As KDDI Group works to achieve our goal of integrating telecommunications and life design, we will 

contribute to our customers' business as a company that is always offering exiting new ideas and 

creating a new customer experience value. 
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Tata Consultancy Services Collaborates with USC Viterbi School of Engineering on STEM Outreach 
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Program 

6 August 2018 

Tata Consultancy Services and USC Viterbi School of Engineering's Institute of Engineering, 

Community and Cultural Competence (IEC3) announce the expansion of their collaboration, via a new 

IEC3 Tech Camp for Girls focused on "Engineering the Tools of Scientific Inquiry" with emphasis on 

aerospace.  

Now in its second year, the program will focus on delivering real-world experiences in the field of 

aerospace to 32 highly motivated middle school girls from predominately Latino and African-American 

backgrounds. The collaboration features goIT, TCS' signature education program, functioning as the 

cross-sector model that connects the contextual relevance of industry and the pedagogical know-how of 

educational organizations.  

The week-long day camp held on the campus of USC, puts middle school students in the roles of 

experts. Students will be using CAD to design and build 3D print rockets. The program will also 

leverage NASA/Jet Propulsion Lab's InSight Mission to Mars curriculum to learn about the current 

mission and its relevance to the camp's focus of engineering the tools of scientific discovery. Campers 

will learn the mission's goal and study the structure of the Red Planet. The exercise will demonstrate 

how that research will likely benefit our understanding of other planets in our solar system. The hope is 

to inspire campers to consider the potential impact of aerospace and rocketry in helping to answer 

questions in solar system science and encourage them to learn more about the universe that we inhabit. 

"In IEC3, we see the power of exposing students to culturally relevant, hands-on, project-based learning 

experiences designed to spark an interest in aerospace," said Michelle Flowers Taylor, Founding 

Director of IEC3. With this year's camp featuring an in-person tour of a leading space company, the 

girls' mind-sets and visions for what's possible for themselves going forward will never be the same."  

IEC3's Taylor explained her interest in focusing this year's program on aerospace and aerospace-related 

industries, "The aerospace industry is experiencing a boom as the result of the strong global growth of 

passenger and freight air transport demand accompanied by a growing demand for new aircraft and 

increasing competition between aircraft manufacturers. Young girls should be prepared have a 

leadership role in this growth and this exciting time for the industry." 

Since its inception in 2009, goIT has engaged over 17,000 students in 59 cities in North America. goIT 

offers a free and flexible program for schools, non-profits, and other youth-serving institutions to help 

students engage actively in computational thinking by using a student-driven exploration of community-

centered issues. Students work in teams to identify an issue, generate possible solutions, wireframe their 

prototypes, develop and test their mobile apps, and present their work to peers and judges. 

"We are pleased to have joined forces with IEC3 for the second year in a row," said Lina Klebanov, 

Head, Corporate Social Responsibility, TCS. "By collaborating to offer a program that provides relevant 

academic challenges while cultivating self-esteem and female empowerment, we hope to help eliminate 

an important deficit in the fields of STEM and prepare young people for jobs of the future."  

The USC Viterbi School of Engineering is committed to diversity in the field of engineering. The 2017 

entering class was 44 percent women— a number significantly higher than the national average. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

file:///C:/Users/User/Documents/CIMdata/DAILY/7August2018.doc%23Contents
file:///C:/Users/User/Documents/CIMdata/DAILY/7August2018.doc%23Contents


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 20 

TCS partners with TEDxAmsterdam to explore digital’s role in shaping the future 

1 August 2018 

Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) announced a strategic partnership with TEDxAmsterdam for the 10th 

edition of the world-famous, independently-organized conference that creates a platform 'for ideas worth 

spreading’. 

The focus for this year’s event, which is titled 'The big X', referring to ‘the big unknown’ and the way 

society will change as a result of emerging technologies - a quality reflected in TCS’ own Business 4.0 

vision, where the combination of emerging technologies such as artificial intelligence, robotics, internet 

of things and cloud technology are radically changing the business environment. 

The three year partnership, which also marks TCS’ recent 25th anniversary in the Netherlands, will 

provide a major platform for independent thinkers to spark discussions and ideas on how technology can 

shape society, business and ultimately contribute to a better world. 

Amit Kapur, Director & Head of TCS Benelux, commented, "Our partnership with TEDxAmsterdam 

comes at a pivotal point for both organizations, with this year marking the 10th edition of 

TEDxAmsterdam, as well as our own recent 25th year anniversary in the Netherlands. Our collaboration 

for the next three years will provide a fantastic platform for innovative speakers to come and discuss the 

role that technology is playing in shaping the business world.” 

Monique van Dusseldorp, Program Director at TEDxAmsterdam, "The goal of TEDx is to help realize 

innovative groundbreaking ideas in technology, design and entertainment alongside our partners, and 

TCS’ global presence brings a wealth of experts, companies and ideas to our partnership – something 

that forms a very exciting match for us as we all look to the future." 

The TEDxAmsterdam collaboration continues TCS’ commitment to regional initiatives in Benelux, with 

the company supporting the European Business Summit through its Strategic Partnership for a second 

year in May, and the Netherlands team set to host its fifth Amsterdam Marathon on October 21st. 

TEDxAmsterdam will take place on November 29, 2018 in the Stadsschouwburg in Amsterdam. For 

more information, please visit: https://tedx.amsterdam/ 
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Events News 

ASSESS 2018 Congress Announces Sigmetrix as a Gold Sponsor 

7 August 2018 

ASSESS Initiative is proud to announce that Sigmetrix, will be a Gold Sponsor for the upcoming  

ASSESS 2018 CONGRESS, to be held at Chateau Elan Winery & Resort, Oct 28th -30th, 2018.   

“Simulation in its many forms is important to help engineers gain the insight they need to improve 

product quality and reduce overall cost” stated James Stoddard, President, Sigmetrix, LLC.  “We are 

very glad to support the ASSESS Initiative and its Annual Congress as part of the collaborative effort of 

ASSESS to bring together thought leaders from various organizations to take action on improving the 

awareness and value of Engineering Simulation to the industry.” 
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The ASSESS 2018 Congress is the 3rd annual congress for ASSESS organized to “enable” both 

strategies and relationships related to significantly increasing the use and benefit of Engineering 

Simulation. Key business drivers are forcing a “simulation revolution” to overcome the issue of required 

expertise which is limiting the expansion of Engineering Simulation usage.  The theme of the ASSESS 

2018 Congress is “Launching the Engineering Simulation Revolution.” 

Registration for the ASSESS 2018 Congress is by invitation only and is limited to 115 attendees. 

Registration will close either when all available seats are taken but no later than October 24, 2018. 

“Sigmetrix has been an active participant and supporter of ASSESS since its inception and we 

appreciate their continued support of and participation at our annual congress and in our activities 

outside of the congress,” says Joe Walsh, CEO and Co-Founder of the ASSESS Initiative. 

The ASSESS Initiative was formed to bring together key players, both users and developers of 

simulation software, to guide and influence the software tool strategies for performing model-based 

analysis, simulation, and systems engineering with a vision “To significantly expand the use and benefit 

of software tools for model-based analysis, simulation, and systems engineering in the engineering 

applications domain.” 

The ASSESS Initiative Membership program provides the ability for the ASSESS Initiative to expand 

its efforts and community benefits beyond the annual congress. The ASSESS Membership Program is 

appropriate for all organizations engaged in Analysis, Simulation, and Systems Engineering activities 

related to Engineered products & processes.  The ASSESS Membership Program is offered in individual 

or group memberships.  Active ASSESS Initiative Members receive access to Members Only content on 

the ASSESS website and a discount on the ASSESS Congress Registration Fees. 
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CollabNet VersionOne a Title Sponsor at Agile 2018 in San Diego August 6-10 

3 August 2018 

CollabNet VersionOne continues its support of the agile community as a Title Sponsor of the Agile 2018 

conference in San Diego August 6-10. 

A longtime sponsor of the industry's leading gathering of agile leaders and experts, CollabNet 

VersionOne will be demonstrating solutions that allow organizations to capture, create, deliver and 

measure business value throughout the product lifecycle with enterprise value stream management 

A longtime sponsor of the industry's leading gathering of agile leaders and experts, CollabNet 

VersionOne will be demonstrating solutions that allow organizations to capture, create, deliver and 

measure business value throughout the product lifecycle with enterprise value stream management at 

booth 101. The company also plans to make a number of news announcements at the conference. 

"We look forward to attending the Agile Conference each year and are proud to sponsor such an 

engaging, educational and inspiring event that brings together high-caliber agile thinkers from around 

the world," said Thomas Hooker, VP of Marketing at CollabNet VersionOne. "Agile continues to evolve 

and we look forward to sharing more about the rise of value stream management and how enterprises are 

harnessing the approach to get the most from agile and DevOps practices." 

Agile 2018 is hosted by the Agile Alliance and is dedicated to furthering agile principles and providing a 
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venue for people and ideas to flourish. The conference attracts more than 2,200 agile professionals from 

more than 40 countries and with a 17-year history, is the largest agile gathering in the world. This year's 

program features thought-provoking sessions intended to deepen attendees' knowledge of agile, generate 

transformative ideas and advance the use of cutting-edge agile practices from team to enterprise level. 

For more information, please visit: https://www.agilealliance.org/agile2018/. 
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Johnson & Johnson and Fluke Corporation explain the art of connecting the unconnectable assets at 

MaximoWorld 

6 August 2018 

As an asset, reliability, or maintenance manager how do you best achieve overall equipment 

effectiveness? How do you change the culture of your organization to shift the profile and nature of the 

predictive maintenance demand? How do you develop maintenance standard models that align roles, 

missions, and focus to make teams more 'connectable'? 

Executives from Johnson & Johnson and Fluke Corporation will provide insight into those issues and 

more in the learning session entitled "IIoT: Connecting the Unconnectable Assets at J&J," at the 17th 

MaximoWorld Conference and Trade Show for Asset Management Professionals being held August 7-

9 at Disney World Dolphin Resort in Orlando, Florida. 

MaximoWorld is a three-day conference for users of the IBM Maximo solution for asset management 

that exposes professionals to intensive innovation, emerging trends, winning ROI techniques, and new 

asset management and work management skills to enhance a company's Maximo performance. 
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KUKA at FachPack 2018: comprehensive range of products and services for the packaging sector 

6 August 2018 

At FachPack 2018, KUKA is presenting various innovations and examples from its comprehensive 

portfolio for the packaging industry. The European trade fair for packaging, processing and technology 

is being held in Nuremberg from 25 to 27 September. Visit KUKA at Booth 3-223 in Hall 3. 

The production steps in the consumer goods industry offer great potential for robotic automation 

solutions: from processing the raw product to various packaging operations and palletization. At 

FachPack 2018, visitors can see what solutions KUKA has to offer in response to the diverse challenges 

facing packaging-intensive branches of industry. Exhibits will include a ready2_use solution for mobile 

palletization, palletizing robots, a palletizing cell with special software, and applications for Industrie 

4.0 and logistics. 
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Financial News 

Altair Announces Second Quarter 2018 Financial Results 

9 August 2018 

Altair released its financial results for the second quarter ended June 30, 2018. 

"Altair's strong second quarter results exceeded our revenue and profitability expectations and reflect 

continued business momentum," said James Scapa, Founder, Chairman and CEO.  "Our performance is 

benefitting from growing market demand for CAE solutions that greatly enhance product design across a 

growing number of industries." 

Scapa continued, "We are seeing the positive impact our organic and inorganic investments are having 

across the business.  As we move into the second half of 2018 and beyond, we are confident Altair is 

well positioned to generate a compelling combination of strong revenue growth and expanding 

profitability." 

Second Quarter 2018 Financial Highlights 

 Software product revenue was $72.8 million, an increase of 22% from $59.6 million for the 

second quarter of 2017. 

 Total revenue was $95.6 million, an increase of 17% compared to $81.6 million for the second 

quarter of 2017. 

 GAAP net income was $1.5 million, compared to net loss of $(7.2) million for the second quarter 

of 2017. Diluted net income per share was $0.02, based on 73.4 million diluted weighted average 

common shares outstanding, compared to diluted net loss per share of $(0.14) for the second 

quarter of 2017, based on 50.4 million diluted weighted average common shares outstanding. 

 Adjusted EBITDA was $7.3 million, compared to $4.1 million for the second quarter of 2017. 

Adjusted EBITDA represents net income (loss) adjusted for income tax expense, interest 

expense, interest income and other, depreciation and amortization, stock-based compensation 

expense, restructuring charges, asset impairment charges and other special items as determined 

by management. 

 Non-GAAP net income was $3.9 million, compared to $5.1 million for the second quarter of 

2017. Non-GAAP net income per share was $0.05, based on 77.0 million non-GAAP diluted 

common shares outstanding, compared to $0.08 for the second quarter of 2017, based on 62.1 

million non-GAAP diluted common shares outstanding. Non-GAAP net income excludes stock-

based compensation, amortization of intangible assets related to acquisitions and certain tax 

adjustments. 

 Cash flow from operations was $10.6 million, compared to $6.9 million for the second quarter of 

2017. 

 Free cash flow, which consists of cash flow from operations less capital expenditures, was $9.2 

million compared to $5.5 million for the second quarter of 2017.     
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Aspen Technology Announces Financial Results for the Fourth Quarter and Fiscal Year 2018 

8 August 2018 

Aspen Technology, Inc. today announced financial results for its fourth quarter and fiscal year ended 

June 30, 2018. 

“AspenTech ended fiscal 2018 with a solid performance across all areas of the business. Our results 

reflect encouraging signs of improvement among Engineering & Construction customers, as well as 

continued strength from our owner-operator customers,” said Antonio Pietri, President and Chief 

Executive Officer of AspenTech. 

Pietri continued, “We are also seeing growing momentum for our APM business, which signed a 

number of exciting transactions in the quarter. We are pleased with the significant progress made with 

APM in its first year in the market and believe we are well positioned to generate meaningful growth 

from this market opportunity in fiscal 2019 and beyond.” 

Fourth Quarter and Fiscal Year 2018 Recent Business Highlights 

 Annual spend, which the company defines as the annualized value of all term license and 

maintenance contracts at the end of the quarter, was approximately $489 million at the end of the 

fourth quarter of fiscal 2018, which increased 6.4% compared to the fourth quarter of fiscal 2017 

and 1.9% sequentially. 

 GAAP operating margin was 40.3%, compared to 39.6% in the fourth quarter of fiscal 2017. 

Non-GAAP operating margin was 45.2%, compared to 46.1% in the fourth quarter of fiscal 

2017. 

 AspenTech repurchased approximately 550,000 shares of its common stock for $50.0 million in 

the fourth quarter of fiscal 2018. 

 AspenTech repurchased approximately 2.8 million shares of its common stock for $200 million 

in fiscal year 2018. 

Summary of Fourth Quarter Fiscal Year 2018 Financial Results 

AspenTech’s total revenue of $126.0 million included: 

 Subscription and software revenue was $119.5 million in the fourth quarter of fiscal 2018, an 

increase from $115.4 million in the fourth quarter of fiscal 2017. 

 Services and other revenue was $6.5 million in the fourth quarter of fiscal 2018, compared to 

$8.2 million in the fourth quarter of fiscal 2017. 

For the quarter ended June 30, 2018, AspenTech reported income from operations of $50.7 million, 

compared to income from operations of $48.9 million for the quarter ended June 30, 2017. 

Net income was $38.0 million for the quarter ended June 30, 2018, leading to net income per share of 

$0.53, compared to net income per share of $0.73 in the same period last fiscal year. 

Non-GAAP income from operations, which adds back the impact of stock-based compensation expense, 

amortization of intangibles associated with acquisitions and acquisition related fees, was $57.0 million 

for the fourth quarter of fiscal 2018, compared to non-GAAP income from operations of $57.0 million in 
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the same period last fiscal year. Non-GAAP net income was $42.5 million, or $0.59 per share, for the 

fourth quarter of fiscal 2018, compared to non-GAAP net income of $59.1 million, or $0.79 per share, in 

the same period last fiscal year. A reconciliation of GAAP to non-GAAP results is presented in the 

financial tables included in this press release. 

AspenTech had cash and marketable securities of $96.2 million and borrowings of $170.0 million at 

June 30, 2018. 

During the fourth quarter, the company generated $79.1 million in cash flow from operations and $79.5 

million in free cash flow. Free cash flow is calculated as net cash provided by operating activities 

adjusted for the net impact of: purchases of property, equipment and leasehold improvements; 

capitalized computer software development costs; non-capitalized acquired technology, excess tax 

benefits from stock-based compensation, and other nonrecurring items, such as acquisition or litigation 

related payments. 

Summary of Fiscal Year 2018 Financial Results 

AspenTech’s total revenue of $499.5 million increased 3.4% from $482.9 million for fiscal year 2017. 

 Subscription and software revenue was $471.0 million, an increase from $453.5 million for fiscal 

year 2017. 

 Services and other revenue was $28.5 million, compared to $29.4 million for fiscal year 2017. 

For the fiscal year ended June 30, 2018, AspenTech reported income from operations of $209.6 million, 

compared to income from operations of $212.0 million for fiscal year 2017. 

Net income was $148.7 million for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2018, leading to net income per share 

of $2.04, compared to net income per share of $2.11 for fiscal year 2017. 

Non-GAAP income from operations was $237.0 million for fiscal year 2018, an improvement compared 

to non-GAAP income from operations of $235.8 million for fiscal year 2017. Non-GAAP net income 

was $168.3 million, or $2.31 per share, for fiscal year 2018, compared to non-GAAP net income of 

$177.4 million, or $2.30 per share, for fiscal year 2017. 

For the fiscal year ended June 30, 2018, the company generated $206.9 million in cash flow from 

operations and $212 million in free cash flow. 

Use of Non-GAAP Financial Measures 

This press release contains “non-GAAP financial measures” under the rules of the U.S. Securities and 

Exchange Commission. Non-GAAP financial measures are not based on a comprehensive set of 

accounting rules or principles. This non-GAAP information supplements, and is not intended to 

represent a measure of performance in accordance with, disclosures required by generally accepted 

accounting principles, or GAAP. Non-GAAP financial measures should be considered in addition to, not 

as a substitute for or superior to, financial measures determined in accordance with GAAP. A 

reconciliation of GAAP to non-GAAP results is included in the financial tables included in this press 

release. 

Management considers both GAAP and non-GAAP financial results in managing AspenTech’s business. 

As the result of adoption of new licensing models, management believes that a number of AspenTech’s 

performance indicators based on GAAP, including revenue, gross profit, operating income and net 

income, should be viewed in conjunction with certain non-GAAP and other business measures in 
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assessing AspenTech’s performance, growth and financial condition. Accordingly, management utilizes 

a number of non-GAAP and other business metrics, including the non-GAAP metrics set forth in this 

press release, to track AspenTech’s business performance. None of these non-GAAP metrics should be 

considered as an alternative to any measure of financial performance calculated in accordance with 

GAAP. 
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KUKA lays groundwork in China and confirms targets for 2018 

6 August 2018 

In the second quarter of 2018, KUKA generated orders received totaling €960.2 million and sales 

revenues amounting to €852.7 million. Compared with the record figures in the same quarter of the 

previous year, this represents a decline of 4.7% in orders received and 15.4% in sales revenues. 

The order backlog increased by 4.6% year-on-year to €2,341.1 million (June 30, 2017: €2,237.4 

million), giving cause to expect positive revenue development in the second half of the year. The EBIT 

margin for the second quarter was 7.3% before purchase price allocations, growth investments and 

reorganization expenditure. The sale of shares in companies had a positive impact on the result here. 

KUKA confirms its targets for the 2018 fiscal year. 

In the first six months, KUKA worked hard on laying the groundwork in China, particularly on building 

the robotics park in Shunde and advancing the joint ventures. 

Technology topics were a further focus of attention. For instance, KUKA unveiled another sensitive 

robot in the first half-year, the LBR iisy, which is especially suitable for assembly tasks and the 

electronics industry. 

“We have continued to implement our growth plans in China and worked together with Midea on 

establishing the joint ventures. At the same time, we have further developed viable business models 

for Industrie 4.0 jointly with a number of partners and invested in key technologies for human-robot 

collaboration and mobility in order to consolidate our technological leadership position,” says Dr. Till 

Reuter, CEO of KUKA. 

 

High volumes of orders received, particularly from Europe and China 

In the second quarter of 2018, KUKA Group generated orders received worth €960.2 million. Compared 

with the record result of the prior-year quarter, this corresponds to a decline of 4.7%. In the first half of 

2018, KUKA recorded orders received totaling €1,860.4 million – a minus of 5.8% on the previous year 

(H1/17: €1,974.8 million). High levels of new orders were received primarily in Europe. 

In the second quarter of 2018, orders received by the Automotive segment amounted to €442.9 million. 

In the first half of 2018, Automotive thus posted orders received totaling €892.2 million. The orders 

were mainly due to call-offs from framework contracts of automobile manufacturers. 

Orders received in the Industries segment came to €264.2 million. A particularly high level of orders 

received was reported in China and Europe. In the first half of 2018, Industries generated new orders 

worth €534.6 million. 
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In the second quarter of 2018, the Consumer Goods & Logistics Automation segment posted orders 

received amounting to €176.7 million, mainly in Europe. The volume of orders received totaled €334.1 

million in the first half-year 2018. The positive development in this segment continued. 

 

Sales revenues of KUKA Group reached a level of €852.7 million in the second quarter. Compared with 

the record figure in the prior-year quarter, this represents a decrease of 15.4% (Q2/17: €1,007.7 million). 

In the Automotive segment, KUKA achieved revenues of €389.2 million in the second quarter and 

€786.0 million in the first half-year. 

In the Industries segment, sales revenues amounted to €202.6 million in the second quarter. The figure 

for the first half-year was €438.5 million. 

Consumer Goods & Logistics Automation reported revenues of €157.1 million in the past quarter. In the 

first half of 2018, the segment generated €302.7 million in revenues. 

 

The book-to-bill ratio – in other words the ratio of orders received to sales revenues – came in at 1.13 in 

the past quarter (Q2/17: 1.00). In the first half of 2018, this indicator amounted to 1.16 compared with 

1.10 in H1/17. This value increased slightly year-on-year in both a quarterly and a half-yearly 

comparison, and remains above 1. A value above 1 indicates good capacity utilization and growth. 

 

As at June 30, 2018, the order backlog in the Group totaled €2,341.1 million. Compared to the reporting 

date of the previous year, this corresponds to a rise of 4.6% (June 30, 2017: €2,237.4 million).  

To read the rest of the release details, please visit https://www.kuka.com/en-

de/press/news/2018/08/interim-report-on-the-first-half-year-2018 
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Implementation Investments 

Aperto, an IBM Company, Secures Contract to Reinvent the Digital Ecosystem for the Ministry of 

Defence and the German Armed Forces 

1 August 2018 

After a public tender process spanning multiple rounds, the Berlin-based digital agency was awarded the 

contract to relaunch the Ministry of Defence (BMVg) internet presence by the IT service provider BWI 

GmbH. Aperto, an IBM Company, will be entrusted with delivering the creative, implementation and 

editorial services for the Ministry and the German Armed Forces' digital presence, as well as 

fundamentally transforming their digital ecosystems. Additionally, IBM was awarded the contract for 

software maintenance and support. The duration of the framework contract is four years. The technical 

implementation is based on the CoreMedia content management system. 

"Digital transformation is not just a massive topic in the private sector, but also in the public one. This is 

why we are thrilled to be able to join BMVg and the German Armed Forces on their reinvention 

journey," says Stephan Haagen, Managing Director at Aperto. "Our setup with IBM already allows us to 

provide everything under one roof — from strategy and consulting, to creative concepts, 

implementation, editorial support and both technical and systems maintenance. Our clients all value 
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https://www.kuka.com/en-de/press/news/2018/08/interim-report-on-the-first-half-year-2018
file:///C:/Users/User/Documents/CIMdata/DAILY/6August2018.doc%23Contents
file:///C:/Users/User/Documents/CIMdata/DAILY/6August2018.doc%23Contents
https://www.coremedia.com/en/


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 28 

this." 

Aperto, a part of IBM iX, the design business firm, has already proved its online communication 

expertise to BMVg with the relaunch of the Ministry's web presence in 2017. Now the team has 

succeeded in developing it into a holistic digital reinvention project, thereby driving the growth of the 

Aperto Public Team even further. Additional clients in the public sector include the German Foreign 

Office, the German government, the German Pension Fund and the Federal Centre for Health 

Education.    

The contract was signed in Q2 2018. 
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Randa Accessories Selects NGC Andromeda Cloud Platform for Vendor Compliance and Quality 

Control 

8 August 2018 

New Generation Computing, Inc. (“NGC”) today announced that Randa Accessories, the world’s largest 

men’s accessories company, has implemented Andromeda® Quality Control and Vendor Compliance 

solutions from NGCTM. 

Randa selected NGC’s cloud-based Andromeda solutions to automate its compliance and quality control 

processes worldwide and set high standards across its 50+ brands. Randa expects to see immediate 

benefits from the software, including the ability to identify and correct quality defects early in the 

production cycle, saving both time and money while maintaining brand integrity. 

Randa will also benefit from using the vendor scorecards in Andromeda Vendor Compliance, which will 

allow Randa to objectively assess and evaluate vendors, with the ultimate goal of offering its customers 

the best value at the right price. 

“NGC Andromeda Quality Control and Vendor Compliance solutions provide an opportunity for Randa 

Accessories to set standards for both current and future compliance,” said Tim Walter, SVP and CIO, 

Randa Accessories. “As we grow our product portfolio, expand into new markets and gain increasing 

brand penetration, it is critical we are a leader in quality and compliance.” 

“NGC has met all of our needs,” Walter continued. “They are flexible and adaptable, and their solutions 

are ideally suited to a factory environment, with the ability to work offline or online. We look forward to 

growing our partnership with NGC as we continue to prioritize vendor compliance and quality control 

for our brands.” 

“NGC’s Andromeda solutions are helping Randa deliver on its vision of setting new standards for 

quality and vendor compliance across our industry,” said Mark Burstein, president, NGC. “Product 

quality and vendor compliance are among the hottest topics in our industry, and NGC is excited that 

Randa has taken a leadership role in these areas.” 
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Skechers China Selects Centric Software 

7 August 2018 

Skechers China, the Chinese division of the global footwear brand Skechers, has selected Centric 

Software to provide its Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solution.  

Skechers, founded in 1992 in the US, is a global leader in the performance and lifestyle footwear 

industry and sells footwear and accessories for men, women and children in more than 160 countries and 

territories. To grow business in Asia, Skechers USA and Luen Thai Enterprise co-founded Skechers 

China in 2007. Skechers China has successfully expanded, and today covers China, SEA and Korea 

markets. 

While Skechers mainly focuses on footwear in the US, its China JV produces a broader range of apparel. 

Skechers China needed a system to support their diverse product range and widely distributed teams. 

“The existing ERP system is footwear-focused, but we needed different functions for our expanding 

apparel business,” explains Jimmy Yam, VP of Apparel & Accessories Division at Skechers China. 

“Skechers China looked for a new product platform to provide an end-to-end solution and standard 

operating procedures to support our business strategy and fast growth in emerging markets.” 

“We wanted a PLM solution that would help us build standards and manage our data flow so we could 

get a ‘single version of the truth’ of our end-to-end process from planning, design, product development 

and production tracking all with the goal of eventually reducing cost as well as improving efficiency,” 

Yam continues. “Effective alignment and collaboration are considered a major challenge of our 

operation as we have design teams in Korea and China, product development and manufacturing 

partners in China and other teams in various locations, so it is critical to set up a common platform for 

all of us to work on.” 

As Yam says, “We short listed several vendors initially. Over four to five rounds of communication, it 

was Centric that proved to be outstanding. They are very professional, understand our point of view and 

respond very quickly.  Centric 8 PLM is a great product. It’s very agile and user friendly and, as we saw 

during demonstrations, quite flexible. Centric’s word-of-mouth reputation was also an important factor 

in our decision.” 

“We’re looking forward to seeing the results as we build a platform for product development with 

Centric,” says Yam. “We consider Centric strategic partners, and with Centric’s strong R&D and 

business teams, we hope we can develop solutions together to tackle future challenges.” 

“From day one, it has been pleasant working with Centric and our partnership with each other is just the 

beginning,” concludes Yam. 

“We are very happy to partner with Skechers China,” says Chris Groves, President and CEO of Centric 

Software. “We would like to welcome Skechers China on board, and we’re looking forward to working 

closely with their team to help drive their future growth in China and other markets.” 
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Product News 

Automation of advanced geometry processing is focus for ITI’s CADfix 12 release 

8 August 2018 

ITI is pleased to announce the release of CADfix 12, the latest version of its flagship CAD 

simplification, translation and repair solution.   

The latest release offers exciting new functionality that will benefit a range of engineering disciplines 

across all industry sectors. CADfix 12 sees a significant speed-up, new CAD model preparation and 

export for Virtual Reality (VR) applications. There are also new 3D model differencing tools for CAD, 

scan and mesh data, additional advanced defeaturing technology for CAE, and a new Macro Record and 

Playback tool.   

Recording and replaying sequences of interactive processing operations on new CAD model revisions is 

a challenge, particularly when dealing with different entity names between the two models. The new 

CADfix 12 Macro tool tackles this by intelligently mapping entities to ensure re-playable macros and 

consistent geometry processing on the new model revision. The Macro tool brings the full power of the 

CADfix scripted batch mode into the GUI and enables the easy capture and repeat of complex model 

clean-up workflows. Captured CADfix macros can be run in batch as part of a design optimization 

process, where fully automated and robust CAD clean-up is essential.  

In response to a growing demand for the use of engineering CAD models in visualization and VR 

applications, CADfix 12 adds export support for the FBX, OBJ, XGL and ZGL formats. 

This enables the powerful CADfix automated geometry handling tools to be used to generate 

lightweight, defeatured representations and accelerate the reuse of complex CAD models in downstream 

visualization, animation and VR systems.  

For advanced simulation applications, CADfix 12 provides a new tool for comparing a CAD model to 

its corresponding CAE mesh, which is vital for verifying that the mesh accurately captures the CAD 

geometry. In addition, new 3D differencing capabilities allow users to quickly identify changes between 

two CAD models, and then to construct a new hybrid CAD model by merging selected features from 

each. This dramatically shortens the time taken to update a previously simplified model, avoiding the 

need to repeat potentially time-consuming defeaturing operations. A scan-to-CAD comparison tool is 

also a new addition in CADfix 12, offering the ability to detect differences between CAD and a scanned 

manufactured part. 

CADfix is well known for its extensive toolbox containing advanced smart simplification, defeaturing 

and repair tools. CADfix 12 introduces two new tools developed as part of cutting-edge research 

programs; an automatic splitting tool that subdivides complex CAD faces into well shaped quad regions 

for CAE meshing, and an innovative 3D hex-skin partitioning tool, that partitions geometry to support 

hybrid meshing where a high-quality hex mesh is needed close to the skin of an object, as required in 

contact simulation. Both splitting tools generate optimized CAE geometry for effective use in meshing 

applications. 

 As with every new release, the wide range of CAD import and export interfaces have also been 

upgraded to support the latest versions of CATIA V5, SOLIDWORKS 2018, CREO 5.0 and JT v9.0. 

For a more detailed look at what is available in CADfix 12 please refer see our latest blog 

post: https://info.iti-global.com/blog/cadfix-12 
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CFDTool - MATLAB CFD Toolbox Available 

6 August 2018 

Announcing CFDTool™ v1.0, a dedicated #MATLAB Computational Fluid Dynamics #CFD Toolbox 

for modeling and simulation of fluid flows with coupled heat transfer. 

 

Based on FEATool Multiphysics™ by Precise Simulation, CFDTool is specifically designed to make 

light and simple fluid dynamics and heat transfer simulations both easy and fun. Setting up and 

performing CFD simulations in MATLAB has never been this easy. 

The CFDTool MATLAB Toolbox includes the following features: 

 

- completely stand-alone and self-contained toolbox 

- fully integrated and easy to use Graphical User Interface (GUI) 

- built-in two dimensional geometry and CAD tools 

- automatic mesh and grid generation 

- pre-defined equations and boundary conditions for incompressible laminar fluid flows and heat transfer 

- stationary and time-dependent solvers 

- postprocessing and visualization 

 

Please visit the MathWorks FileExchange for more information and to download and try CFDTool. 

 

CFDTool is developed by Precise Simulation Ltd. which was established in 2013 and is dedicated to 

providing accurate, efficient, and easy to use software solutions to a wide range of mathematical 

modeling, multiphysics, and computer simulation needs. In close collaboration with academic high-

performance computing (HPC) partners with significant knowledge and over a decade of experience in 

many physics based Computer Aided Engineering (CAE) fields such as Computational Fluid Dynamics 

(CFD), Computational Structural Mechanics (CSM), chemical engineering, and heat transfer simulations 

Precise Simulation is able to offer a wide range of customized solutions. 

 

The goal of the CFDTool software suite is to be able to make physics based CFD computer simulation 

easier and more enjoyable to learn for students in engineering, physics, and mathematics, and also 

simpler and more convenient to work with for both academic teachers, researchers, and corporate 

engineers. 
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Kubotek’s Kosmos™ Framework Now Available for Licensing 

8 August 2018 

Kubotek3D announced today that the new Kubotek Kosmos™ 3D framework is now available for 

licensing. The Kubotek Kosmos framework supports precise 3D applications and high-fidelity CAD 
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data from all major CAD formats. 

“The Kubotek Kosmos framework is different from other CAD platforms in that it was built by Kubotek 

from the ground up to fully support 3D data from every CAD platform,” said Ram Eswaran, CTO of 

Kubotek3D. “Databases like CATIA CGM, Parasolid (NX, SolidWorks), and Spatial ACIS each use a 

unique data structure to define complex surfaces. Moving those surfaces from one of those structures to 

another forces a conversion and potential loss of data. The Kubotek Kosmos framework includes all of 

those data structures to prevent loss of data.” 

The new Kubotek Kosmos framework includes the reintroduction of the Kosmos Core Modeler 

(KCM®) geometric modeling module. KCM provides specialized modeling, model interrogation, and 

basic solid/surface modeling technology. It has been designed with full support for incoming models 

built at different precision to operate as first-class entities to simplify application coding. It is platform 

independent - supporting development of CAD programs on all significant operating systems. Another 

unique advantage of the Kubotek Kosmos framework is a 100% mutex-free multi-threaded architecture. 

This allows programs built on framework to take full advantage of multiple processors. 

“The Kubotek Kosmos framework is the latest example of Kubotek’s commitment to enabling 

productive creation and collaboration, efficient re-use, and precise communication of product definition 

data throughout the modern design and manufacturing world,” stated Tetsuo Kubo, CEO of Kubotek 

Corporation. “I am hopeful that the Kubotek Kosmos framework can help unite the engineering world.” 

According to Ed Freniere, President at Lambda Research Corporation and one of Kubotek’s first KCM 

customers, the KCM is a critical tool for his business: “The requirements of optics are demanding. We 

require tighter design tolerances than most other forms of mechanical design. We may not need as broad 

a range of features, but the ones that we do need must be extremely accurate to be successful.” 

Freniere added: “The KCM modeler is the only credible new modeler introduced in this century. The 

others were created more than 20 years ago, and are showing their age. Kubotek offers an option 

superior to anything else on the market today.” 
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OceanX Data Platform Helps Power the Subscription Economy with Oracle Cloud 

6 August 2018 

Helping brands build lifelong relationships with consumers, OceanX LLC, a subscription commerce 

platform provider, has adopted Oracle Cloud for its business intelligence and analytics segment of the 

OceanX subscription commerce solution. In order to enable its clients to gain real-time access into the 

customer journey, OceanX moved its business intelligence and analytics systems from AWS to Oracle 

Cloud Infrastructure and Oracle Database Exadata Cloud Service. With Oracle Cloud, the company has 

increased performance and saved on costs, while helping ensure its clients have 24/7 access to 

subscription performance metrics and consumer data that allows them to react to customer needs faster. 

From apparel to beauty, subscriptions are undergoing a renaissance. The industry has grown more 

than 100 percent each year in the past five years. A subscription-based business model revolves around 

cultivating long-term customer relationships with a focus on lifetime value. OceanX's data systems, as 

part of the all-in-one subscription commerce platform, builds these relationships by collecting and 
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connecting data across the entire customer journey, delivering actionable insights to its clients and 

allowing them to analyze data at any stage and assess each membership experience. With the many 

services available in the market, failure to provide these immediate insights and capabilities will have a 

negative impact to the client's growth in both customer acquisition and retention. 

"Consumer packaged goods organizations and large omni-channel retailers are dealing with 

skyrocketing consumer demand for subscription services," said Vijay Manickam, vice president of Data 

and Analytics at OceanX. "We needed our data platform to scale and deliver high performance at a 

lower cost. The migration of the data platform from AWS to Oracle was one of the most successful 

migrations at OceanX, and coupled with a significant performance gain with substantial cost savings 

meant the entire program was a tremendous accomplishment. This ultimately enables us to deliver our 

clients a platform that allows them to make more informed decisions, faster." 

OceanX enables great brands and passionate entrepreneurs to easily sell physical goods directly to 

consumers while building long-term relationships with their customers. OceanX's Exadata Cloud 

Service deployment on Oracle Cloud Infrastructure allows OceanX to go one step further and reimagine 

the future client data experience. OceanX has deployed multi-terabytes of data in Exadata Cloud 

Service, and Exadata's built-in database-optimization has enabled OceanX to improve its data processing 

throughput by 3x compared to its previous non-Oracle cloud platform. OceanX now has a solid 

foundation that can support emerging critical needs such as DevOps, analytics and monitoring. In 

addition, OceanX looks forward to leveraging Oracle's upcoming AI-driven Autonomous Database 

Management capabilities, which will enable OceanX to make architectural changes with significant 

savings in overhead, cost, and speed of production deployment. 

"Today's consumers move in real-time," said Kash Iftikhar, vice president of product and strategy, 

Oracle Cloud Infrastructure. "Any slowdown in data-intelligence becomes a missed opportunity to 

deliver the services customers are seeking. With Oracle Cloud, OceanX has the agility to easily access 

the data needed to help its own customers build lasting brand advocates." 
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SparkCognition Partners with Siemens to Advance Industrial Market 

7 August 2018 

SparkCognition announced its collaboration with Siemens to deploy SparkCognition's AI solutions on 

MindSphere, the Internet of Things (IoT) operating system from Siemens. SparkCognition is also 

joining the global MindSphere Partner Program, which will further enable them to enhance operations 

for companies in the Industrial IoT (IIoT) market. 

"SparkCognition is dedicated to accelerating business strategies with the advanced capabilities our 

solutions offer," said Tina Thibodeau, SparkCognition's VP of Strategic Alliances. "Partnering with 

Siemens and joining the MindSphere Partner Program will allow SparkCognition to enhance this 

mission and amplify applications in Industry 4.0." 

Designed for IIoT organizations, MindSphere is an open, cloud-based platform that can connect to 

nearly any machine across the globe. As a leading app development environment, MindSphere also 

allows its customers to build, scale, and deploy customized apps that turn data into valuable insights and 

optimize productions.  
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"SparkCognition is building world-leading artificial intelligence systems that are not only improving 

industrial productivity and operations, but are also delivering tremendous value to the industrial market," 

said Paul Kaeley, SVP of Global Partner Ecosystem at Siemens PLM Software. "Adding its solutions to 

the MindSphere ecosystem will enable both SparkCognition and Siemens to address the critical needs of 

industrial organizations and further provide value to our customers." 

SparkCognition's AI systems help its customers drive digital transformation and activation with its 

proprietary machine learning solutions. By offering its solutions to the cloud-based platform, 

SparkCognition's collaboration with Siemens adds artificial intelligence to the wide range of advanced 

capabilities available on MindSphere. 
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