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CIMdata News 

CIMdata to Host Free Webinar on Blockchain and PLM  

15 August 2018 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic management consulting and research firm, announces 

an upcoming free educational webinar, “Blockchain for Enhancing the Value of PLM.” The webinar 

will take place on Thursday, September 27 2018, at 11:00 a.m. (EDT) and will last for one hour.  

A wide range of exploratory Blockchain applications in financial services, supply chain, the public 

sector, healthcare, and manufacturing are being attempted to understand how the benefits of Blockchain 

can be realized. A significant number of these explorations are trial implementations to gain an initial 

understanding of the feasibility. However, Blockchain application in businesses has been studied widely 

enough that some frameworks can be developed to identify potential value in different industries. This 

webinar will present CIMdata’s vision about how Blockchain could be applied to PLM so that 

businesses can secure their product related intellectual assets and leverage them in innovative ways, 

while improving transparency and operational efficiency. 

This webinar will help attendees:  

 Develop a high-level understanding of Blockchain. 

 Understand the state-of-the-art of Blockchain applied in an enterprise setting.  

 Gain exposure to CIMdata’s vision on how to identify meaningful use cases of Blockchain 

applied to PLM. 

According to Dr. Venki Agaram, CIMdata’s Director for Quality & Reliability Engineering consulting 

and the host for this webinar, “We don’t hear much about Blockchain applications related to PLM today. 

PLM is key to leveraging the intellectual assets of a business for innovation, and Blockchain offers a 

new way for doing that by enabling speedy, secure, and transparent transactions across networks of 

organizations involved in design, manufacturing, and service.” 

Dr. Agaram has more than 35 years of experience spanning research and development, virtual 

engineering, reliability of simulations, complex materials systems, controlled mechanical systems, 

design for six sigma, structured innovation, innovation culture enhancement, regulatory compliance, 

recall mitigation, process modeling, market strategy, business transformation, and business 

development. At CIMdata, Dr. Agaram leads the effort to transform industry practices resulting in a 

more effective association between knowledge management and quality and reliability engineering, to 
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improve the robustness of smart connected products and processes. 

This webinar will be of interest to PLM leaders, PLM team members, product engineers, systems 

engineers, field service personnel, IT leaders, industrial companies seeking to make investments, 

industry analysts, financial analysts, solution providers, and anyone interest in Blockchain and PLM. 

 

During the webinar attendees will have the opportunity to ask questions about the topics discussed. To 

find out more, visit https://www.cimdata.com/en/education/educational-webinars/webinar-blockchain-

for-enhancing-the-value-of-plm. 

 

To register for this webinar please visit 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/7661391917067190274. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

CIMdata to Host Free Webinar on PLM and ERP 

14 August 2018 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic management consulting and research firm, announces 

an upcoming free educational webinar, “Innovators Need PLM: Why PLM Should be a Bigger Priority 

than ERP.” The webinar will take place on Thursday, September 13 2018, at 11:00 a.m. (EDT) and will 

last for one hour.  

Innovation is often regarded as a competitive advantage. If this is the case why is it so hard to get senior 

management to invest in improving performance in this area through PLM? This webinar will identify 

common issues within product innovation and describe how a properly implemented PLM solution can 

address those issues improving a company’s top line and bottom line. Strategies for getting PLM 

programs approved will be identified and reviewed.  

This webinar will help attendees:  

 Understand how PLM can be used to support innovation. 

 Understand why PLM needs investment in addition to ERP.  

 Understand how downstream areas, such as manufacturing and delivery, can benefit from 

improved management of the critical upstream PLM domains like NPDI, requirements, eBOM, 

and engineering change efficiency. 

 Learn how PLM enables innovators to create the intellectual capital consumed by manufacturing. 

 Understand how PLM can help improve product launches and ensure a quicker time-to-value. 

According to Mr. Tom Gill, CIMdata’s Practice Manager for PLM Enterprise Value & Integration and 

the host for this webinar, “Given today’s rapidly advancing generative design and additive 

manufacturing technology, a company must understand the impacts that the new workflow will have on 

their current design processes.” 

Mr. Gill has over 25 years of experience applying computer-based solutions to engineering and 

https://www.cimdata.com/en/education/educational-webinars/webinar-blockchain-for-enhancing-the-value-of-plm
https://www.cimdata.com/en/education/educational-webinars/webinar-blockchain-for-enhancing-the-value-of-plm
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/7661391917067190274
file:///C:/Users/User/Documents/CIMdata/DAILY/15August2018.doc%23Contents
file:///C:/Users/User/Documents/CIMdata/DAILY/15August2018.doc%23Contents
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manufacturing. Before joining CIMdata he worked as an independent PLM consultant, after spending 

over 20 years at high-volume manufacturing companies. Mr. Gill has worked on projects in numerous 

industries, including fabrication & assembly, food & beverage, defense, chemical, and medical devices. 

He has executed PLM strategy projects, solution evaluation-and-selection projects, deployment 

planning, and training development for industrial clients. 

This webinar will be of interest to executives, directors, and managers responsible for product 

development and realization, business owners and executives, product planners and managers, product 

portfolio managers, PLM team leaders, PLM team members, product managers, IT leadership, solution 

providers, and anyone who wants to learn more about how PLM can improve new product introduction 

as well as manufacturing and service. 

During the webinar attendees will have the opportunity to ask questions about the topics discussed. To 

find out more, visit https://www.cimdata.com/en/education/educational-webinars/webinar-innovators-

need-plm-why-plm-should-be-a-bigger-priority-than-erp. 

To register for this webinar please visit 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2059673737500077569. 

 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize 

an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered 

world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods on PLM solutions. These solutions 

incorporate both business processes and a wide-ranging set of PLM-enabling technologies. 

CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and providers of technologies and services seeking 

competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, 

provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The 

company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences 

worldwide. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia- 

Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website at www.CIMdata.com, follow us on 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews, or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann 

Arbor, MI 48108, USA, Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV 

Weert, The Netherlands, Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

CREO Parametric 5.0: Leading Innovation (CIMdata Commentary) 

16 August 2018 

Key takeaways: 

 3D Sweep leads a list of productivity and usability enhancements in Creo Parametric 5.0. 

 Improvements in both additive and subtractive manufacturing include a partnership with 

Materialise to support metal 3D printing. 

https://www.cimdata.com/en/education/educational-webinars/webinar-innovators-need-plm-why-plm-should-be-a-bigger-priority-than-erp
https://www.cimdata.com/en/education/educational-webinars/webinar-innovators-need-plm-why-plm-should-be-a-bigger-priority-than-erp
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2059673737500077569
http://www.cimdata.com/
file:///C:/Users/User/Documents/CIMdata/DAILY/14August2018.doc%23Contents
file:///C:/Users/User/Documents/CIMdata/DAILY/14August2018.doc%23Contents
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 A smooth workflow process for topology optimized models that automatically fits precise 

geometry to the approximate planar mesh. 

On March 19, 2018, PTC announced the release of Creo Parametric 5.0, the latest version of their 

flagship computer-aided design (CAD) solution. In its introduction, PTC executives highlighted three 

strategic areas of enhancement in the software—Productivity & Usability, Additive & Subtractive 

Manufacturing, and Simulation & Optimization. The collective improvements promise to enable 

“companies to accelerate product innovation and build better products faster by reusing the best designs 

and replacing assumptions with facts.” CIMdata agreed, lending the following quote to the official PTC 

press release: “PTC is on the leading edge of some of the hottest technologies today with the Internet of 

Things (IoT) and augmented reality (AR), but it has not forgotten its roots in CAD, instead transforming 

this business by infusing its leading Creo software with new technologies and capabilities,” stated John 

MacKrell, Chairman, CIMdata. 

Productivity and Usability 

This class of enhancements is headlined by the introduction of 3D Sweep. The operation of 3D sweep 

allows the designer to take a solid model component or a simple geometric solid and propagate it along a 

3D trajectory. See Figure 1. Using this capability, the designer can carve out a 3D spatial volume that 

can be used for numerous purposes from defining a path for a component in a moving mechanism to 

creating an accurate 3D model of a part machined with cutting tools. CIMdata believes that 3D Sweep is 

one of the more formidable tools in a CAD solution’s modeling arsenal and commends PTC for its 

inclusion in Creo. 

 

Figure 1—A 3D Sweep along a Helical Path 

(Courtesy of PTC) 

In addition to 3D Sweep, Creo supports an enhancement for the application of draft to model surfaces 

that already have rounds applied. The proper solution is to first remove the rounds, perform the draft, 

then reapply the rounds but when done manually the designer can often forget how the rounds were 

placed. This is especially true for imported models that a designer did not create in the first place. The 

new Creo capability automates the procedure by removing and reattaching the rounds. 

Another noted enhancement that designers will appreciate is Creo now allows design actions to be 

performed within a perspective view, as shown in Figure 2. The user can display the current model in a 

perspective view and interact with it as they work on the model. 
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Figure 2—Design in Perspective View 
(Courtesy of PTC) 

Additive and Subtractive Manufacturing 

In additive manufacturing with Creo 5.0, PTC reports they now support approximately 70 percent of 

available 3D printers. This includes the introduction of the Creo Additive Manufacturing Plus Extension 

for Materialise, which extends 3D printing capabilities to metal parts. The ability to support the 

generation of 3D printed metal parts allows users to print production-grade parts directly from Creo. A 

further benefit of the extension is that it allows users to connect to the Materialise online library of print 

drivers and profiles expanding PTC’s coverage. CIMdata strongly supports this partnership with 

Materialise which has elevated it to be a serious player in the 3D printing market. 

 

Figure 3—Mold Machining 

(Courtesy of PTC) 

In subtractive manufacturing, the new Creo Mold Machining (Figure 3) extension supports dedicated 

high-speed, multi-threaded machining capabilities optimized for molds, dies, electrodes, and prototype 

machining.  

Simulation and Optimization 

Creo 5.0 now offers users three levels of Computational Fluid Dynamics (CFD) solutions targeting 

engineers up through expert analysts as illustrated in Figure 4. The Creo Flow Analysis Extension base 
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solution supports analysis types of flow, heat, and turbulence with calculations for internal and external 

flows. The solution offers animation of flow results in real-time and parallel processing simulation. The 

next level of solution, Creo Flow Analysis Plus, adds analysis types of particle, radiation, species, and 

moving/sliding meshing. The top-level solution, Premium, targets analysts and supports cavitation, 

multiphase, multicomponent, and dynamics. 

 

Figure 4—Creo 5.0 CFD 
(Courtesy of PTC) 

For Topology Optimization, PTC has teamed with Vanderplaats Research and Development, Inc., 

(VR&D) to offer a solution based on VR&D’s Genesis product creation engine. The user specifies keep 

areas, loads, constraints, and sets optimization goals then runs the topology optimization algorithm to 

compute a product model solution. The optimization is fully integrated within Creo and supports 

structural, modal, and thermal analysis. 

PTC’s strongest contribution is the ability to automatically fit precise surfaces to the optimization’s 

output tessellated mesh geometry. CIMdata believes this approach may offer PTC a leadership position 

in topology optimization but will require close attention to the quality of the automatic fitting algorithm 

so as to provide usable precise geometry. 

Summary 

Creo 5.0 will be a welcome release for Creo users who may have felt forgotten given PTC’s recent focus 

on Internet of Things (IoT) and Augmented Reality (AR). CIMdata believes the release is a refreshing 

advance for PTC highlighting their technical expertise across all the important areas of productivity, 

manufacturing, and simulation. 

 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, an independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize an 

enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM). CIMdata provides world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-

practice methods on PLM. CIMdata also offers research, subscription services, publications, and 



CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 8 

education through international conferences. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website 

at http://www.CIMdata.com or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108, 

USA. Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV Weert, The 

Netherlands. Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Company News 

Accenture Forms Strategic Alliance, Invests in Chinese AI Start-up Malong Technologies 

13 August 2018 

Accenture has formed a strategic alliance with and made a minority investment in Malong Technologies, 

an artificial intelligence (AI) start-up headquartered in Shenzhen, China. Malong has been recognized by 

global companies and organizations and analyst firms as an AI pioneer and innovation leader. Through 

the alliance, Accenture’s Applied Intelligence practice and Malong will offer computer vision and 

product recognition capabilities to clients worldwide. The alliance gives Accenture a strategic AI 

presence in China and forms part of its wider regional growth strategy. 

  

Malong’s product recognition and auto-tagging technology, ProductAI®, lets machines "see" physical 

objects the way a person does. Retailers can use it to make product checkouts much more efficient and 

allow their customers to shop for items by taking a picture of it with their smartphones. Other use cases 

include defect detection in manufacturing to drive quality, baggage scanning for improved safety, and 

analyzing medical images to help doctors make critical decisions faster. 

  

As part of the alliance agreement, Accenture Applied Intelligence and Malong will pursue development 

of joint industry solutions and go-to-market activities. The agreement, in which Malong designates 

Accenture as its preferred systems integrator and consulting partner, will form a cornerstone of 

Accenture’s growing computer vision capabilities. It will provide services and solutions to organizations 

in any industry where objects need to be reliably recognized at a high-level, microscopic-level, or x-ray 

level. 

  

The investment in Malong is Accenture Ventures’ first investment in China. China is already a leading 

player in AI funding, the number of AI startups, and the number of AI-related patents. The Malong 

alliance and investment will give Accenture a strategic AI presence in this increasingly innovative and 

competitive market and enable it to continue its growth as the enterprise AI partner of choice. 

  

Paul Daugherty, chief technology and innovation officer at Accenture, said, “AI has been making 

incredible strides in advancing computer vision, as is clearly demonstrated in what Malong 

Technologies is now able to offer to organizations. Our alliance and investment in them ensures that 

Accenture and our Applied Intelligence practice will stay ahead of the curve when it comes to offering 

clients innovation through AI and intelligent technologies, across industries and countries.” 

  

Wei Zhu, chairman of Accenture Greater China, said, “China is fast becoming a global hub for 

innovation, particularly in the field of AI. With Malong Technologies, we have gained a partner that 

http://www.cimdata.com/
file:///C:/Users/User/Documents/CIMdata/DAILY/16August2018.doc%23Contents
file:///C:/Users/User/Documents/CIMdata/DAILY/16August2018.doc%23Contents
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adds significant value to our Applied Intelligence portfolio and underscores our goal of becoming a key 

enabler for AI innovation in Asia and beyond.” 

  

Dr. Dinglong Huang, CEO of Malong Technologies, said, “Our award-winning scientific research in 

deep learning and computer vision has allowed us to develop an accurate, affordable, and secure cloud-

based cognitive service that can deliver significant impact across many business use cases. Gaining 

Accenture as an investor and alliance partner will allow us to jointly bring our services to top-tier 

companies worldwide.” 

  

Malong uses an innovative ‘weakly-supervised’ deep learning algorithms that can be trained on much 

bigger data sets than most algorithms to achieve unprecedented humanlike accuracy. It won Malong the 

WebVision 2017 Challenge at the CVPR Computer Vision Conference with a 94.78 percent recognition 

rate. For reference, human performance has been measured between 94.0% to 94.9% on the same 

task. In a recent trial for an Accenture client, Malong’s technology was used to detect cases of stroke 

from brain-scans, achieving the same level of accuracy as human doctors. 

  

Malong is the only Chinese company listed in the World Economic Forum Technology Pioneer 2018 

list. 

  

The relationship with Malong was driven by Accenture Ventures, which focuses on teaming with and 

investing in companies that create or apply innovative enterprise technologies. Through extensive 

relationships with startups, entrepreneurs, investors, academics, venture capitalists and corporate R&D 

groups around the world, Accenture Ventures invests in, and teams with, promising sources of 

innovation in the market. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Accenture Opens Innovation Hub for Defence & National Security in Canberra 

1 August 2018 

Accenture opened an innovation hub in Canberra, providing defence and national security organisations 

in Australia and New Zealand with access to the latest technology innovations and digital solutions to 

help them innovate and stay ahead of an evolving threat landscape. 

  

Designed with a human-centric focus, the hub is a vibrant collaborative environment that encourages co-

creation and breakthrough thinking between employees, defence and security agencies, and other digital 

innovators. Focusing on new technologies including blockchain, artificial intelligence, internet of things, 

cyber, robotics and advanced analytics, the hub will help clients stay ahead of adversaries through 

technology innovation.  

  

“Defence organisations need to increase their resilience to emerging threats and require secure, 

innovative and flexible delivery capabilities, often on tight turnaround,” said Matt Gollings, Accenture’s 

defence & national security lead in Australia and New Zealand. “Through on-site demonstrations of how 

innovative and often disruptive digital technologies can enhance mission readiness, deliver better 

operational outcomes and ultimately help deliver mission success, our innovation hub addresses this 

file:///C:/Users/User/Documents/CIMdata/DAILY/14August2018.doc%23Contents
file:///C:/Users/User/Documents/CIMdata/DAILY/14August2018.doc%23Contents


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 10 

need while maximising innovation and delivering the defence agency of the future.” 

  

Officially opened by Minister for Defence Industry, the Hon Christopher Pyne MP, the facility will also 

serve as a hub for Accenture’s local defence and national security-related corporate citizenship 

initiatives, such as Accenture’s contribution to the Prime Minister’s Veteran’s Employment Program, 

along with providing a forum for collaboration between industry, academia and research organisations. 

  

Catherine Garner, who leads Accenture’s Health & Public Service practice in Australia and New 

Zealand, said, “We are focused on innovation and building new digital capabilities for our local clients. 

This innovation hub embodies our investment in and commitment to implementing new and relevant 

technologies to support the growth and digital advancement of Australia’s government and health 

sectors.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Backbone PLM Raises $8 Million in Series A Funding 

15 August 2018 

Backbone PLM today announced that it has completed an $8 million Series A financing round. Led by 

Signal Peak Ventures, participants include Grotech Ventures, Spider Capital, Novel TMT 

Ventures, Beanstalk Ventures, Brainchild Holdings and Peterson Ventures. The funds included $6.7 

million in Series A funding, plus a convertible note. 

Backbone PLM currently works with more than 100 of the most innovative direct-to-consumer brands, 

including Allbirds, Kith, Outdoor Voices, Parachute Home, Stitch Fix and Warby Parker. The 

investment will enable Backbone PLM to accelerate its growth and fuel continued innovation of its 

product lifecycle management platform. 

The company was founded by brothers Matthew Klein and Andrew Klein, fashion and consumer goods 

industry veterans with more than 30 years of combined product-making experience. Backbone PLM 

automates the design and production process for consumer goods companies bringing new products to 

market, helping them reduce lead times throughout the supply chain and get to market faster. 

Historically, brands had to manually manage the PLM process, which often resulted in errors that led to 

revenue losses and miscalculated inventory. 

“Traditional PLM is slow, rigid and cumbersome. Backbone PLM is reinventing product development 

with a platform built for modern, creative product teams,” said Matthew Klein, Chief Executive Officer. 

“The platform eliminates friction and complexities while increasing speed to market. We are thrilled to 

partner with such a prestigious group of investors, who will be instrumental in helping us bring our 

solution to even more innovative brands seeking to meet the on-demand needs of consumers,” continued 

Andrew Klein, Chief Operating Officer. 

Backbone PLM drives collaboration and clarity from design through development and production. By 

enabling companies to see cross-functional activity in real time through a single, customized, cloud-

based hub, Backbone PLM increases speed to market, product quality and profits. Through the platform, 

design and production teams across multiple geographies can collaborate seamlessly in real time, via 

any device. 

file:///C:/Users/User/Documents/CIMdata/DAILY/17August2018.doc%23Contents
file:///C:/Users/User/Documents/CIMdata/DAILY/17August2018.doc%23Contents
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Prior to the launch of Backbone PLM, brands had to manually manage inventory, product images, CAD 

files, size specs, purchase orders, materials, color standards and billing, which often led to employee 

errors, revenue losses and inventory miscalculations. Backbone PLM enables companies to manage 

milestone calendars, create tech packs, iterate designs, and track factory communications, samples, 

approvals, cancellations, actions and purchase orders through to the end product. 

“Consumer goods companies have been in desperate need of an automated solution and scalable 

standard for streamlining design, development and production,” said Brandon Tidwell, Managing 

Director, Signal Peak Ventures. “We quickly recognized Backbone PLM as a necessary and proven 

productivity tool that shortens lead times and increases profitability for companies. We are excited to 

continue working with the company and to support its continued growth.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Camelot ITLab Joins SAP Leonardo Partner Medallion Initiative 

15 August 2018 

SAP today announced that Camelot Innovative Technologies Lab (Camelot ITLab) has joined the SAP 

Leonardo Partner Medallion Initiative. 

Under the initiative, Camelot ITLab develops and delivers new industry innovation accelerators, such as 

its Blockchain Accelerator for Mobile Device Management, based on SAP Leonardo technologies. 

“The SAP Leonardo Partner Medallion Initiative is designed to give customers access to the strength of 

SAP’s trusted ecosystem to help solve their most strategic digital transformation challenges,” said Mike 

Flannagan, senior vice president, SAP Leonardo and Analytics. “As a long-standing SAP partner with 

proven expertise, Camelot ITLab is helping companies adopt intelligent technologies to transform their 

business.” 

SAP Leonardo technologies empower enterprises with intelligent technologies for every business 

process, to create better outcomes. The SAP Leonardo Partner Medallion Initiative expands the number 

of solutions and enablement resources available to organizations seeking to innovate with SAP-certified 

technology from a global network of trusted providers. 

The Camelot Blockchain Accelerator for Mobile Device Management is an example of the more than 30 

industry innovation accelerators that have been developed and delivered by participants in the SAP 

Leonardo Partner Medallion Initiative. Designed for the telecommunications industry, it features a 

blockchain-based list of mobile phone serial numbers and their owners, which is accessible to all 

operators, smart phone producers and end customers and can be used to blacklist lost or stolen mobile 

devices. If one of the operators blacklists a serial number, the information is shared with all participants 

of the blockchain network, safely and in real time. As a consequence, the device can no longer be used 

with the SIM card of another provider. 

For more information, visit the SAP News Center.  

Click here to return to Contents 
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CBX Recently Named One of the Top 50 Places to Work 

9 August 2018 

CBX Software announced today that they have been named to the list of the 50 Best Company to Work 

for in 2018 by The Silicon Review. 

The Silicon Review, an online and print medium which allows top level executives to share their 

contemporary thoughts and ideas, selected CBX Software as one of the “50 best companies to work for 

2018” by helping retail organizations drive more value across the enterprise. 

“We are extremely excited to be recognized and honored to receive this recognition by The Silicon 

Review,” said Michael Hung, CEO, CBX Software. “This recognition also reflects the dedication and 

commitment of both the CBX team, who have worked tirelessly to create the best strategic sourcing 

software as well as our clients who we work closely with as partners to achieve their total sourcing 

management strategic objectives.” 

The Silicon Review team says, “The CBX retail supply chain market position, through the CBX Cloud 

Platform, enables retailers the ability to scale their private label business with tools built for retail 

sourcing, product development, quality assurance and supplier management automation. The user 

friendly environment is built for speed-to-market and for the reduction of inaccuracies throughout the 

private label critical path management work flow, between retailers and their supply chain partners.” 

The Silicon Review article further explains, “Through the CBX Software Critical Path Management 

Tool, managers are able to view personalized dashboards which roll up retail product lifecycle data by 

department, project or season. The system provides color coded indicators which suggest areas that 

require various levels of action.” 

“We are extremely honored to receive this recognition by The Silicon Review,” said Mark Hudson, Vice 

President, Marketing & Communications, CBX Software. This recognition also reflects our appreciation 

for the CBX employees and we have backed that up by putting into place wonderful programs to keep 

everyone motivated and happy.” For more information, please visit CBX Careers and follow CBX on 

LinkedIn for the latest updates.   

Click here to return to Contents 

 

CONTACT’s Bin Zhao wins T-Systems IoT Challenge with Elements for IoT 

13 August 2018 

The 2018 IoT Challenge by T-Systems raises the question of how environmental damage caused by 

flooding can be limited using the Internet of Things and Data Analytics. The winner was software 

developer Bin Zhao. His solution captures and analyzes the data in real time using CONTACT Elements 

for IoT. 

Bin Zhao relies on a mix of open source software, standards and an open, modular IoT platform for his 

"Water Monitoring and Flow Measurement System ". His solution is based on a network of measuring 

stations that are simply mounted on bridges or masts. The sensor data is transmitted to CONTACT 

Elements for IoT in real time via the narrow band IoT module BC 95. The prognosis algorithm can be 

adapted remotely for each terminal device. 

https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=7nzGqI4WQjyv_j2fPlD9VOYr8CknDLf3ALBjOwlIP8SmTGy82c4_AW6k4dzCZ6waOw3JlWtnYOCOTm8WKBcfXInB_EZyAvvjLvsoQy7Ln2X2I3AlFoNktZwmb6mdaKC0K2G2Em3sbOIpVvqu9nUr8Ero48_AK4FkmQuBS-NlimeYim3i18dlKcFCh9MY3Dbl
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Zhao uses a proven standard from the AI for prediction: the Long Short-Term Memory Model (LSTM), 

which supports machine learning in multi-layered neural networks. In addition to real-time data, Zhao 

uses average values from the past months such as Rhine water levels, rainfall and snow melt to train his 

model and obtain reliable flood forecasts. 

Reliable monitoring of Rhine tributaries helps the Federal Government and the states to identify 

imminent flooding and to initiate measures for public safety and environmental protection at an early 

stage. Such data are also relevant for weather services, insurance, agriculture or smart metering, for 

example. 

Bin Zhao (27) is a developer for IoT applications at CONTACT Software. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

DXC Technology and Amazon Web Services (AWS) Collaborate  

7 August 2018 

DXC Technology and Amazon Web Services, Inc. (AWS), an Amazon.com company, announced a 

multi-year, global agreement to build a new multi-billion dollar DXC - AWS Integrated Practice that 

will deliver IT migration, application transformation, and business innovation to global Fortune 1000 

clients. 

The DXC - AWS Integrated Practice will offer clients secure, cloud-first solutions that combine the 

breadth and depth of cloud services offered through AWS with DXC enterprise services to enable them 

to innovate in their industries, be more agile, and better adapt to dynamic market conditions with speed 

and at scale -- while also modernizing their operations for a digital era. 

DXC clients are global enterprises that are looking to accelerate their digital transformations by 

migrating to AWS with DXC, leveraging the trusted relationships they have relied on for years. The new 

collaboration will focus on application migration, digital transformation, and industry-specific services 

that optimize DXC’s industry intellectual property (IP) running on AWS, the world’s leading cloud. 

About the Practice 

The new DXC - AWS Integrated Practice builds on the existing DXC and AWS relationship and is 

focused on enabling clients to easily migrate their existing IT environments and applications to the 

cloud. It is a direct response to growing client demand for integrated, highly-secure, industry-based 

solutions that leverage the advanced cloud technologies, reliability, scale, and pace of innovation of 

AWS. The practice is the centerpiece of a far-reaching, multi-year agreement between the two 

companies that also encompasses joint development, marketing, sales, and delivery of AWS solutions. 

“Today’s agreement combines DXC’s deep expertise in enterprise services and industry-specific IP with 

the power of the AWS cloud to speed our clients’ digital transformations,” said Mike Lawrie, chairman, 

president and CEO, of DXC Technology. “In addition to driving new levels of performance and 

productivity, clients will realize cost savings that can be reinvested in game-changing digital 

technologies that benefit their customers, employees, and all stakeholders.” 

"For many years, successful enterprises have relied on DXC's expertise to manage their IT," said Andy 

Jassy, CEO of AWS. "This agreement represents a commitment for both DXC and AWS to make it 

much easier to enable long-time and newer DXC clients to take advantage of the Cloud with the most 
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functionality, the most innovation, the largest partner ecosystem, and the most experience at helping 

companies run at scale—all of which allows customers to access the best set of capabilities to evolve 

and differentiate their customer experience." 

For two decades Union Insurance Group has designed its policies to specifically meet the unique needs 

of more than 6,000 labor organizations. They have recently deployed DXC’s Integral, an end-to-end 

insurance solution that covers the entire insurance lifecycle, from point of sale to claims and payouts, 

with functions accessed from a single web portal, on AWS. 

“Union Insurance has engaged DXC and AWS to work on Union’s digital transformation strategy in 

order to better serve and engage with Union’s clients and partners,” said Anshul Srivastav, CIO of UAE-

based Union Insurance. “Digital transformation is a game changer and helps position Union Insurance 

for continued success. 

“We’re excited about the power of DXC and AWS coming together to accelerate our migration to the 

cloud,” Srivastav continued. “Now, our time-to-market with innovative products that are designed to 

thrill our customers is almost real-time. As a result, a lot more new, technology-based insurance 

products are getting rolled out and are generating revenue for the company.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

EVRYTHNG First to Support GS1® Digital Link Barcode Upgrade For Mass-Scale Global Product 

Digitization 

15 August 2018 

EVRYTHNG today announced it is the first to commercially support the new GS1 Digital Link standard 

that ‘upgrades’ the ubiquitous barcode used by two million manufacturers to now make every product 

smartphone-interactive and web-connected. 

As co-chair of the GS1 Standards Development Work Group that defined this new specification, 

EVRYTHNG has agreed with GS1 to provide any organization using GS1 product identifiers a royalty-

free license to EVRYTHNG’s patented technology which adds dynamic intelligence on top of the new 

standard. 

“It was absolutely time for the ubiquitous 44 year-old barcode to be updated for the internet age,” said 

Dominique Guinard, Co-founder and CTO, EVRYTHNG. “GS1 codes are already scanned over 5 

billion times every day, the industry impact of this new standard is going to be huge with more than 2 

billion iOS and Android smartphones already able to automatically interact with standard QR codes. The 

new GS1 Digital Link standard takes this one step further -- connecting every product to every 

consumer.” 

Creating a New Digital Ecosystem  

EVRYTHNG has teamed with some of the world’s largest packaging and supply chain companies 

including, WestRock and Crown in the food, beverage and household goods sectors, and Avery 

Dennison RBIS in the footwear and apparel market to produce products #BornDigital, with digital 

identities embedded as they are made, making it easy for brands and retailers to rapidly deploy digitized 

products at mass scale. 

The new GS1 Digital Link standard works with a QR code or NFC tag on packs or labels. Now, every 
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product can have its own digital identity and Web address, upgrading the traditional 1D barcode used on 

trillions of products for point-of-sale with the new ability to support smartphone interaction, supply 

chain tracking, authentication and many other applications. 

“The GS1 Digital Link is a potentially game changing standard, literally linking every product to the 

Web and the digital ecosystem," said Sanjay Sarma, Vice President for Open Learning at Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology and a member of the GS1 Board of Directors. 

“In partnership with packaging and supply chain giants - Avery Dennison, WestRock, and Crown 

Packaging — we’ve created a new digital ecosystem that is able to digitally activate products at mass 

scale for consumer brands,” said Niall Murphy, Co-founder and CEO, EVRYTHNG. “Consumer brands 

face tremendous challenges being disconnected from their end-customers and have limited visibility as 

their products move through the global supply chain. Digital activation with EVRYTHNG makes 

individual products interactive, intelligent and trackable on the Web, opening a new channel for trust 

and engagement between brands and their consumers, while providing full visibility into each product’s 

lifecycle.” 

"The same technology that transformed how retail does inventory will transform the way brands connect 

with consumers. Today’s consumers expect a shopping experience that meets them where they are—

whether mobile, in-store or online. The new GS1 standard means every unique apparel item can be 

enhanced with our RFID technology and a QR code to support supply chain and direct-to-consumer 

applications at scale,” said Bill Toney, Vice President Global RFID Market Development, Avery 

Dennison -- one of the world’s largest providers of label, tag and supply solutions in the apparel and 

footwear industry. 

For Consumer Product Brands  

Competing supply chain technologies and retail channels have created a giant blind spot for brands: they 

don’t always have a complete view of their products — geographically or in the product life-cycle. This 

new ecosystem allows consumer product brands to reclaim control of both the supply chain and the 

customer relationship.  

“We'll be building a foundation to gather and apply data intelligence throughout each individual 

product’s lifecycle to reduce costs, protect against lost revenue and ensure supply chain integrity,” said 

Rahmyn Kress, Chief Digital Officer at Henkel. “EVRYTHNG and GS1 Digital Link will allow us to 

deliver direct to consumer applications at unprecedented scale. This is very important to Henkel’s 

mission and commitment to our individual product lines and consumers.” 

“GS1 Digital Link will make it possible for consumers to connect with billions of apparel items for 

applications like product information, eCommerce and authentication, and at the same time support 

internal processes within the supply chain and point of sales to operate with efficiency,” said Max 

Engstrom, Enterprise Architect, H&M. 

“Most exciting, we enable major brand owners such as Henkel and H&M to connect with consumers,” 

said EVRYTHNG’s Niall Murphy. “Brands will now have real-time access to powerful data about what 

customers are buying, where, when and how they feel about their purchase.” 

Brands can use the EVRYTHNG QuickStart Online Tool today to create digital identities for their 

products. The tool generates a web address and an Active Digital Identity™ in the cloud for every 

product item. 

Available immediately, you can learn more at: http://EVRYTHNG.com/GS1 and @EVRYTHNG 

http://evrythng.com/GS1
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IBM and Synopsys Accelerate Post-FinFET Process Development with DTCO Innovations 

16 August 2018 

Synopsys, Inc. announced a collaboration with IBM to apply design technology co-optimization 

(DTCO) to the pathfinding of new semiconductor process technologies for post-FinFET technologies. 

DTCO is a methodology for efficiently evaluating and down-selecting new transistor architectures, 

materials and other process technology innovations using design metrics, starting with an early 

pathfinding phase before wafers become available. The collaboration will extend the current Synopsys 

DTCO tool flow to new transistor architectures and other technology options while enabling IBM to 

develop early process design kits (PDKs) for its partners to assess the power, performance, area, and 

cost (PPAC) benefits at IBM's advanced nodes. 

"Process technology development beyond 7 nanometers requires the exploration of new materials and 

transistor architectures to achieve optimum manufacturability, power, performance, area, and cost. A 

major challenge for foundries is to converge on the best architecture in a timely manner while vetting all 

the possible options," said Dr. Mukesh Khare, vice president of Semiconductor Research, IBM Research 

Lab. "Our DTCO collaboration with Synopsys allows us to efficiently select the best transistor 

architecture and process options based on metrics derived from typical building blocks, such as CPU 

cores, thus contributing to faster process development at reduced cost." 

In this collaboration, IBM and Synopsys are developing and validating new patterning techniques with 

Proteus [™] mask synthesis, modeling new materials with QuantumATK, optimizing new transistor 

architectures with Sentaurus [™] TCAD and Process Explorer, and extracting compact models with 

Mystic. Design rules and process assumptions derived from these process innovations are used to design 

and characterize a standard cell library while Fusion Technology [™] at the block level using the 

Synopsys physical implementation flow based on IC Compiler [™] II place-and-route, StarRC [™ ] 

extraction, SiliconSmart [®] characterization, PrimeTime [®] signoff, and IC Validator physical 

verification benefits the evaluation of PPAC. 

The scope of the joint development agreement covers multiple facets, including: 

 DTCO to optimize transistor- and cell-level design across routability, power, timing, and area 

 Evaluate and optimize new transistor architectures, including gate-all-around nanowire and 

nanoslab devices, with process and device simulation 

 Optimize variation-aware models for SPICE simulation, parasitic extraction (PEX), library 

characterization, and static timing analysis (STA) to accurately encapsulate the effects of 

variation on timing and power for highest-reliability design with least over-design and design 

flow runtime overhead 

 Gather gate-level design metrics to refine the models, library architecture, and design flows to 

maximize PPAC benefits 

"Synopsys has developed the only complete DTCO solution, from materials exploration to block-level 

physical implementation," said Dr. Antun Domic, chief technology officer at Synopsys. "IBM's 

extensive process development and design know-how makes them an ideal partner for extending our 
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DTCO solution to post-FinFET technologies." 

For more information on DTCO, visit www.synopsys.com/DTCO. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Infor Achieves FedRAMP Authorization 

14 August 2018 

Infor announced that the company has reached FedRAMP authorization after rigorous review of the 

company's security package. FedRAMP is a government-wide program that provides a standardized 

approach to security assessment, authorization, and continuous monitoring for cloud products and 

services, and Infor Public Sector has officially received the Federal Risk and Authorization Management 

Program (FedRAMP) Joint Authorization Board (JAB) Provisional – Authority to Operate (P-ATO) 

status.  This final authorization step means the company can now offer Infor Government SaaS (IGS) 

cloud based solutions that include Infor Enterprise Asset Management (EAM) applications to U.S. 

federal agencies. 

Working alongside leading industry experts such as Amazon Web Services (AWS), Kratos, and 

Coalfire, Infor has demonstrated its commitment to delivering a secure environment for government 

organizations looking to optimize procedures using cloud technology. 

"This achievement is a major step towards providing our government and regulated customers the 

security they require without sacrificing product features and functionality," said Joe Arthur, Infor 

FedRAMP program executive. "Infor architected IGS to enable Infor to offer additional applications and 

services using the onboarding process and working closely with FedRAMP PMO and the JAB." 

Infor Government Software as a Service (SaaS) (IGS) is a cloud-based, configurable enterprise-grade 

facility, fleet, and asset management solution that runs within Infor's Common Controls Environment on 

AWS GovCloud (US). Users have the power to improve asset and maintenance management for a 

diverse range of items, from simple to highly complex, in ways that help increase reliability, enhance 

predictive maintenance, ensure regulatory compliance, reduce energy usage, and support sustainability 

initiatives. 

"Reaching the final step in this process proves to our customers that we are committed to delivering the 

most complete, trusted and compliant cloud solutions to government agencies," said Wayne Bobby, vice 

president, Infor Federal. "This is a milestone Infor is proud to reach, but as a company we are still 

committed to innovating and developing cloud technology that can evolve to address simple migration 

paths, elevated user experiences, continuous process improvements on a resilient platform, and a SaaS 

solution architected for the Internet." 

"We are pleased to continue our work with Infor, and are excited that the company has achieved 

FedRAMP authorization," said Dave Levy, Vice President of U.S. Government at AWS. "At AWS, we 

constantly strive to raise the bar to meet our customers' security and compliance needs, and are proud to 

support our AWS Partner Network (APN) members that do the same." 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Mercedes-Benz India Signs a MoU with Noida Institute of Engineering & Technology and Krishna 

Institute of Engineering & Technology 

14 August 2018 

Mercedes-Benz India reinforced its commitment towards Government’s ‘Skill India’ initiative by 

signing a MoU (Memorandum of Understanding) with Noida Institute of Engineering & Technology 

and Krishna Institute of Engineering & Technology in Delhi. This is the first-ever tie-up of Mercedes-

Benz India with any private institute in the country, and underlines the need to create new avenues 

towards developing key competencies among students, which is vital to adapt to the fast changing 

industrial requirements of the country today. Present on the occasion were Mr. Santosh Iyer, Vice 

President- Customer Services, Retail Training & Corporate Affairs, Mercedes- Benz India, Dr. O. P. 

Agarwal, Managing Director, NIET and Mr. Raman Batra, Executive Vice President, NIET. 

  

Mr. Santosh Iyer, Vice President-Customer Services, Retail Training & Corporate Affairs, Mercedes-

Benz India said, “ADAM Course is Mercedes-Benz India’s unwavering commitment to contribute back 

to the society and we are extremely glad to have contributed to the Government’s ‘Skill India’ initiative. 

It is a one of its kind initiative in the industry and we are excited to expand it to private institutes in 

2018. With the increasing use of technology in our sophisticated products, it is incumbent on us to 

upskill the current manpower with requisite engineering and technical know-how and to make them 

future ready. ADAM course is our successful initiative which has been consistently building these 

competencies and skills and positively benefits the young minds and the society at large. We are highly 

encouraged with the success of ADAM course and will be adding more institutes in our fold in order to 

pursue our efforts towards upskilling our youth and make them highly employable.” 

  

Speaking at the occasion, Dr. O. P. Agarwal, Managing Director, NIET commented, “Collaborations 

with a global icon like Mercedes-Benz augurs well with the plan we have for our future generation. Such 

programs ensure that our students receive quality education along with world-class training and 

understanding of cutting-edge technology as per the current industry norms. We are preparing our 

students to be industry ready and we are privileged to partner with Mercedes-Benz. This will certainly 

help enhance skill sets of students and provide quality human resources. It is a win-win situation for all.” 

Dr. Manoj Goel, Director, KIET, said, “ADAM training course will highly benefit our students as this is 

a significantly advance course aligned with the latest technological advancement in the domain of 

automotive engineering. The course is specifically designed for students of Mechanical, Electrical, 

Electronics and Instrumentation field and aimed at upskilling the students for a lucrative career in the 

automotive sector. The training course is not only limited to students of KIET institute but also for 

students of other institutes. We are proud to collaborate with a global icon like Mercedes-Benz for this 

prestigious ADAM course and we appreciate Mercedes-Benz’s contribution to ‘Skill India’ initiative. 

We are confident this collaboration will be immensely beneficial for creating successful career for 

youngsters in this region.” 

 

The Advanced Diploma in Automotive Mechatronics (ADAM) program is a Corporate Social 

Responsibility initiative by Mercedes-Benz India, which was propagated among students with the help 

of educational institutions. The Mechatronics training school at Mercedes-Benz India was started in the 

year 2006 with the aim of providing trained service personnel and engineers. To address this 
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requirement, the parent company Daimler AG, Germany along with Mercedes-Benz India and the 

Mercedes-Benz India dealership network joined hands to start the program and train students to address 

the requirements of Mercedes-Benz technology and innovation. Only 20 students qualify to take the 

course per batch. Since its inception, over 500 students have successfully completed the program and 

have been placed within the Mercedes-Benz India dealership network. The Mechatronics program also 

provides support to Mercedes-Benz India’s state-of-the- art facility at Chakan, Pune. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Nearly 70 Percent of Enterprises in India Affected by Industry Disruption, Accenture Disruptability 

Index Finds 

9 August 2018 

A new study from Accenture reveals that industry disruption is already a reality for most enterprises in 

India, and US$1.8 trillion of enterprise value is at risk of displacement. However, the study also shows 

that disruption can be managed and harnessed for the next phase of growth. 

  

As part of the study of more than 2,000 large companies in India, Accenture developed a ‘disruptability 

index’ which measures the current level of disruption, and susceptibility to future disruption. The 

research found that 44 percent of companies are currently experiencing disruption, and 38 percent are 

susceptible to future disruption. It also found that nearly one-third (31 percent) of companies are 

currently in a stable, yet uncertain position. 

  

The report also states that they have the unique opportunity to capitalize on their incumbent advantages, 

harness disruption and improve competitiveness, to avoid obsolescence. 

  

“Disruption is a reality. It can be swift and strong or slow and steady, but it follows a predictable pattern 

that can be anticipated and managed,” said Anindya Basu, geographic unit and country senior managing 

director, Accenture in India. “The rapid rise of Indian unicorns, and gradual erosion of profits across key 

industries is evidence of the disruption at play. Whether Indian businesses survive disruption or thrive in 

it depends on how well they understand where they are positioned in the disruption landscape, and how 

they respond.”  

 

To compile the disruptability index, the researchers took into account the presence and market 

penetration of disruptor companies as well as incumbents’ financial performance, operational efficiency, 

commitment to innovation, and defenses against attack. 

  

The index can help business leaders understand where their industry is positioned and why. It also 

allows them to identify risks and opportunities and then prepare the right strategic response. Accenture 

applied the index to position 19 industry sectors and 59 sub-segments across four periods of disruption: 

  

 Durability: Disruption is evident but not life-threatening; incumbents still enjoy structural 

advantages and deliver consistent performance. One-third (31 percent) of companies – including 

those in the automotive, retail, life sciences, natural resources and insurance industries – fall into 
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this period. 

 Vulnerability: The current level of disruption is moderate, but incumbents are susceptible to 

future disruption, due to structural productivity challenges such as high labor costs. One out of 

four (25 percent) of companies – including those in the utilities, health, capital markets, 

chemicals and CG&S industries – fall into this period. 

 Volatility: Prominence of violent, sudden disruption; traditional strengths have become 

weaknesses. Companies in this period (13 percent) include those in the banking, travel, 

infrastructure & transportation services, and energy industries. 

 Viability: Disruption is a constant; sources of competitive advantage are often short-lived, as 

new disruptors consistently emerge. Nearly one-third (31 percent) of companies – including 

software and platform providers; communications, media & entertainment, high-tech companies; 

and industrial equipment & machinery – fall into this period. 

According to the report, each period of disruption also requires a distinct strategic response: 

 In the durability state, companies must reinvent their legacy business rather than focus on 

preserving it. This means taking steps to maintain cost leadership in their core business and make 

key offerings more relevant to customers. For example, by making them not only cheaper but 

also better. 

 In the vulnerability state, companies must make their legacy businesses more productive to 

position themselves to develop and leverage future innovations, both their own and their 

competitors’. For example, they should look to reduce dependence on fixed assets and monetize 

underused assets. 

 In the volatility state, the only way to survive is by decisively but wisely changing the current 

course. Incumbents need to radically transform the core business while scaling new businesses. 

Striking the right balance is essential, because if they pivot too quickly, they are more likely to 

stretch themselves too thin financially; and if they pivot too slowly, they risk becoming obsolete. 

 In the viability state, companies need to embrace a constant state of innovation. This involves 

increasing the penetration of innovative offerings with existing customers and aggressively 

expanding into adjacent or unchartered markets by leveraging the strength of their reinvigorated 

and innovation-enabled core business. 

Basu added, “Additional research establishes a clear link between the impact of disruption and a 

company’s investments in digital. The right combination of technology investments, aligned with the 

right strategy are a necessary response to disruption, and can help companies transform and grow their 

core business, and innovate and scale new businesses. Striking the right balance, and knowing when and 

how to make the pivot, remain key.” 

  

Research methodology 
Accenture Research studied 2,015 companies with revenues greater than US$10 million, listed on an 

Indian stock exchange and headquartered in India. The research analyzed 27 indicators including market 

penetration of disruptor companies as well as incumbents’ financial performance, operational efficiency, 

commitment to innovation, and defenses against attack. The US$1.8 trillion of enterprise value (market 

capitalization + net debt) represents 69 percent of the total enterprise value of the companies analyzed. 
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NLign Analytics Platform Named as Innovated Component of Key Department of Defense Initiative 

7 August 2018 

NLign Analytics is recognized as an innovative part of the Department of Defense (DoD) Digital 

Engineering Strategy. Designed to ensure continued technological superiority, the initiative will advance 

the department’s engineering practice by transforming engineering procedures to digital engineering 

practices. Incorporating technical innovation, such as NLign software, into an integrated, digital, model-

based approach is key to the Defense Department’s digital engineering goal to connect the digital and 

physical worlds across a system’s lifecycle. 

A recent A-10 aircraft program is given as an example of how technical innovation can enable this 

initiative. According to the US Department of Defense, early design of the aircraft was based on 2D 

drawings.  A recent A-10 Wing Replacement Program generated approximately 10,000 unique 3D CAD 

models that represented the as-designed aircraft structure. The innovative NLign software was then used 

to track the structure of each aircraft over it in-service life by mapping repairs onto the CAD models. 

The combination of these models and the mapped repairs represent the digital thread for the lifecycle 

sustainment phase and laid the foundation for A-10 engineering data management. 

To read more see: https://www.acq.osd.mil/se/docs/2018-DES.pdf 
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Omnify Software helps upgrade manufacturing systems for Coghlin Companies 

16 August 2018 

Coghlin Companies, together with its wholly-owned subsidiaries Columbia Tech and Cogmedix, 

collectively provide Concept to Commercialization services to a diversified group of capital equipment 

manufacturers, device manufacturers, and select entrepreneurs throughout the United States. Coghlin 

Companies works to establish a close partnership that generates value and ROI for each client. 

As part of a corporate initiative, Columbia Tech and Cogmedix were both investing in new systems to 

help the companies grow, enhance consistency, and improve quality and traceability. This included 

upgrading their Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) system and adopting Manufacturing Execution 

System (MES) and Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) systems. 

PLM was part of this endeavor in order to address concerns with their document control and engineering 

change release process. As contract manufacturers, they have information coming from various 

customers and various sources. Their paper-based process flows were cumbersome and were not 

efficiently scalable, falling short of customer expectations for reporting and change management. In 

addition, their methods were not integrated causing data duplication across systems that resulted in 

delays and ran the risk of human error.  They needed a system that would provide unified processes 

across Coghlin Companies for Document Control, Design Data Management, and Change Control. 

The companies wanted a very clear and automated workflow process for both internal changes and 
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external customer changes with the ability to track a change at any point. They were looking for an on-

premises platform that could integrate with their Epicor ERP system and Aegis FactoryLogix MES in 

order to create a truly streamlined process across design and manufacturing that would result in: 

 Scalability: A core platform of business systems that will support Coghlin Companies growth 

into the future. 

 Improved productivity: Process automation, reductions in double data entry point, and 

integration of manual systems. 

 Continuous Improvements: Greater access to “hidden” information and eliminate silos of data. 

“We found that Omnify Software offered superior value, flexibility, scalability, and ease of use 

compared to alternatives we reviewed,” stated Tessa Kalarickal, Director of Business Systems. “It is 

also a proven leader in PLM for the mid-size market as it was already deployed in multiple key accounts 

within the Coghlin Companies and already integrated with Epicor at some of these accounts.”  

Empower PLM offers integrated Quality Management and Manufacturing Process Management (MPM) 

modules that the two companies found to be an added benefit. The Quality Management module was of 

particular interest to Cogmedix because this business provides turnkey manufacturing services to 

medical and dental OEMs. The company enforces rigorous quality control and adheres to full regulatory 

compliance and is able to use Omnify Empower for their QMS (Quality Management System) to 

properly document and manage their processes for FDA compliance. 

The companies have transitioned to a virtually paperless process - from customer BOM Bill of 

Materials) import to Engineering Change Order (ECO) release to routing and the manufacturing floor. 

They have over twenty workflows in the system that require electronic signatures and mandatory data 

requirements. Discontinuing paper-based processes has improved ECO and Quality processes as well as 

documentation compliance. They are also using Empower PLM for training records, CAPA, NCMR, 

RMA and Project management. 

The integration between Omnify Empower and Epicor has eliminated duplicate data entry and any errors 

that were associated with the manual process. Part data now comes in from Omnify Empower and 

uploads to Epicor. “Omnify offers an unlimited number of attributes, which was very important to us as 

we required 15-20 attributes to be shared with Epicor,” noted Mrs. Kalarickal.  All MPM processes are 

performed in Omnify Empower with quantity, cost and configuration data sent to update picklists that 

are established in Epicor. The manufacturing department now gets involved early-on by utilizing 

Omnify’s MPM module, which feeds Epicor’s BOM Routing engine, which in turn passes that data to 

Aegis MES for a completely streamlined process. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Panaya Recognized in Independent Report on Value Stream Management Tools 

14 August 2018 

Panaya today announced that it has been recognized as a contender among Value Stream Management 

Tool providers in a new report. This recent recognition adds to an increasingly long list of industry 

acknowledgements for Panaya. 

Panaya is recognized as a contender for its Enterprise Agile Delivery (EAD) solution – Release 
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Dynamix (RDx). The solution delivers actionable insights, such as providing SAP developers with code-

quality analytics that measure delivery impact and risk.  

The report notes that Panaya can modernize SAP app-dev processes, and that its “customers praised its 

ability to link requirements to defects to gain better visibility into the overall value stream with charts 

and data visualizations that help them manage and reduce risk.” 

With built-in risk mitigation dashboards, enterprise organizations can truly shift left and are better 

equipped to mitigate risk by leveraging deep visibility into impact analysis, code-quality review, risk-

based testing and real-time risk analysis 

With more than 15 years’ experience, Panaya is one of the few Agile-specific planning tools on the 

market tailored to support SAP for enterprise organizations including Mercedes-Benz, Ralph Lauren, 

Loreal, IATA, Allianz Global Investors and more. 

“[This] latest evaluation offers important insights to AD&D leaders, so they can make more informed 

decisions about how they can improve and manage their software development pipeline,” said Rafi 

Kretchmer, chief marketing officer at Panaya. “We are pleased to be recognized… and to be considered 

a VSM contender. I believe that this report highlights our efforts to create a solution that not only meets 

our customers’ needs – saving both time and money while benefiting from greater transparency and 

control, but our mission to improve and modernize the overall app-dev process.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

PTC Launches Cybersecurity Initiative to Collaborate with Customers, Partners, and Researchers for 

More Secure and Resilient IoT Deployments 

14 August 2018 

Continuing its commitment to promoting shared responsibility for safe and secure IoT 

deployments, PTC today has unveiled a Coordinated Vulnerability Disclosure (CVD) Program. The new 

program is designed to support the reporting and remediation of security vulnerabilities that could 

potentially affect the environments in which PTC products operate, including industrial and safety-

critical industries. 

The CVD Program is an essential component of PTC’s Shared Responsibility Model, which defines a 

framework for cybersecurity collaboration with customers, partners, and others within the industry. 

PTC’s CEO Jim Heppelmann highlighted this thought-leadership during his keynote presentation at the 

recent LiveWorx industry event, inviting partners and customers to work together with PTC to improve 

security by taking responsibility – and embracing speed – for the security responsibilities under their 

control. 

As an extension to its Shared Responsibility Model, PTC’s CVD Program seeks contributions from 

external researchers who detect vulnerabilities in PTC’s ThingWorx-branded products. PTC invites both 

private individuals and organizations to report security vulnerabilities following a well-defined process, 

which aligns with the National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) Safety 

Working Group’s template. This program ensures that researchers can count on PTC to cooperate to 

protect its customers and the safety/privacy of the public. 

The IoT market is at a tipping point. 
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“Sophisticated software and hyper-connectivity are fueling innovation at an unprecedented pace,” said 

Joshua Corman, SVP and chief security officer, PTC. “Those conditions can potentially introduce new 

classes of accidents and adversaries. In this new world order, cyber safety and security must become 

everyone’s responsibility, and we must work together to address such threats. PTC’s CVD Program is 

one significant step toward such collaboration, inviting private individuals and organizations to identify 

and communicate security vulnerabilities in a way that we can quickly assess, mitigate, and take 

corrective action to help further secure our products and customer implementations.” 

More information, including reporting guidelines, can be found online 

here: https://www.ptc.com/en/documents/security/coordinated-vulnerability-disclosure. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

RevolutionInSimulation.Org Welcomes Newest Sponsor 

16 August 2018 

RevolutioninSimulation.org (Rev-Sim.org), the new web portal created to democratize and accelerate 

innovation, announces the addition of Kinetic Vision (kinetic-vision.com) as a sponsor.  Since 1988, 

Kinetic Vision has been delivering progressive and imaginative product and process solutions for its 

international customer base.  The company’s expertise is turning strategy into execution using the latest 

Digital Development Tools to support the Product Lifecycle. This includes enterprise-wide deployment 

of advanced technologies such as HPC modeling and simulation, industrial scanning and virtual reality, 

but also extends to many other cost-saving and speed-to-market solutions. 

  

Kinetic Vision adds its name to the list of founding partners including: ASSESS, Comet Solutions, 

EASA, ESRD, Front End Analytics, NAFEMS, PLM Alliances and VCollab. These innovative 

organizations are providing the expertise and funding to support the growing industry-wide movement 

to make engineering simulation more accessible, efficient, and reliable not just for CAE experts but also 

for non-specialists; what is referred to as the “Democratization of Simulation”.  

  

RevSim.Org co-founder, Rich McFall comments: 

“RevSim.Org is a collaborative effort among simulation experts, industry end-users, and solution 

providers to create an open community for accessing and sharing useful, vendor-agnostic best practices 

that democratize simulation. As a non-profit initiative, our sponsors are critical in fueling this growing 

Democratization of Simulation movement. Kinetic Vision joins the growing list of companieswho are 

demonstrating their revolutionary market leadership by supporting RevSim.Org with their expertise, 

resources and funding benefitting industrial users of simulation technology.” 

  

Kinetic Vision Senior Vice President, Jeremy Jarrett comments: 

“We believe that simulation shouldn’t just be a checkbox in the typical linear product R&D process. 

We’ve seen tremendous time, cost and quality benefits created by making M&S a communication hub 

between design, manufacturing, quality and even the marketing teams. It’s all about the ability to 
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innovate quickly across the entire enterprise, and leveraging digital tools to accurately understand 

product performance is the key. We’re excited about our sponsorship of RevSim.Org and being part of 

this important effort to democratize the use and reach of M&S.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Siemens and Mendix: Open Letter to Communities 

5 August 2018 

From the Siemens PLM blog: 

“To the Siemens PLM Software and Mendix Communities:  

We are excited to announce the acquisition of Mendix by Siemens. Closing of the transaction expected 

in fourth quarter of calendar year 2018.  

 After close of the transaction, our collective customers and partners now have access to the largest open 

ecosystem of cloud-native Low-Code Development, Digital Enterprise Software, and IoT experts, with 

the greatest collection of applications, developer communities, professional service expertise, and world 

leading academic and research relationships.  

The acquisition allows Siemens to enter the high-growth low-code development business and we expect 

this business to continue to experience strong growth in the future in both Mendix’s existing customer 

segments and across the Siemens industrial customer base.  

For Siemens PLM Software communit”ies, the acquisition and integration of Mendix positions Siemens 

as the platform of choice for large and SMB companies looking to digitally transform their business, by 

connecting data and processes through cloud-native applications at unprecedented speed and scale. Our 

world is becoming ever more connected. Billions of intelligent devices and machines generate massive 

amounts of data, creating a bridge between real and virtual worlds. Turning these vast amounts of data 

into value is a key success factor for Siemens customers. By enabling true digital twins of not only the 

product, but also the production environments and real-time product performance, furthered with the 

unique combination of Mendix’s cloud-native application development and Siemens MindSphere IoT 

platform, customers are empowered to make product and manufacturing information universally 

accessible and useful for their business.  

For Mendix communities, this move accelerates the Mendix vision at a much larger scale with the 

incredible team, assets, industry know-how and footprint of Siemens. Being part of Siemens will allow 

Mendix to serve customers even better by accelerating R&D vision, leveraging a much larger pool of 

go-to-market resources, and an enormous global infrastructure. This will be done while maintaining 

Mendix’s unique culture and R&D capability that has allowed Mendix to become the leader in its space. 

Siemens will continue to invest in Mendix’s product roadmap, continuing its legacy as the most-

innovative, open low-code cloud platform. Mendix will retain its distinct brand, culture and continue 

serving customers in a wide range of industries and verticals with its unique platform ecosystem.  

We are very grateful for your continued support, and we are excited to show you what Siemens and 

Mendix can deliver for you in the future.” 

Click here to return to Contents 
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SQream and Moyo to Turbocharge South African Big Data Analytics Market 

1 August 2018 

SQream, the developer of SQream DB, announced today a strategic partnership with Moyo Business 

Advisory, a leading South African system architecture and analytics company. The partnership will 

dramatically enhance Moyo’s ability to meet its top-tier clients’ burgeoning big data demands. 

The partnership with Moyo will provide SQream with a valuable footprint in Africa. SQream already 

has a string of US and Asian customers, and recently formed a partnership with Alibaba who has 

invested in the company. Moyo, one of the leading South African technology integrators and resellers, 

serves numerous clients in the JSE top 100 who operate in a variety of industries such as financial 

services, natural resources, utilities and mining. 

“Our partnership with SQream will have far-reaching consequences for both the scientific and business 

communities who rely on the rapid processing and analysis of very large datasets,” said Dewald 

Lindeque, Business Development Director at Moyo Business Advisory. “We look forward to leveraging 

SQream to better meet our clients’ big data needs in their pursuit of faster analytics and more actionable 

business intelligence.” 

“We are pleased to partner with a firm as reputable and prestigious as Moyo,” said Ilan Ackerman, VP 

Sales APAC and Africa for SQream. “Together, Moyo and SQream will revolutionize the analytics 

space in Africa, dramatically enabling Moyo’s customers in a variety of industries to access and analyze 

data from exponentially growing massive data stores to gain near real-time analytical queries to become 

more agile and competitive.” 

SQream DB, a powerful SQL analytical database, enables companies to analyze up to 20 times more 

data, up to 100 times faster, at as little as 10% of the cost and administration. SQream DB harnesses the 

power of thousands of parallel processing cores in GPUs, allowing users to easily ingest, store and 

analyze tens to hundreds of terabytes of data and more with significantly reduced infrastructure and 

manpower resources. The result is unparalleled power and flexibility to explore and analyze massive 

amounts of data. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Yogi Berra Museum & Learning Center Partners with Siemens to Launch Student Design Challenge 

13 August 2018 

Seventeen high school students from Camden County came to the Yogi Berra Museum & Learning 

Center to present their innovative design projects inspired by the world of sports and the life of the Hall 

of Fame catcher to a panel of expert judges. The day was the culmination of a month-long summer 

program held at Camden County College during which the students learned to use Solid Edge® 

software, a state-of-the-art computer-aided design program (CAD) created by Siemens PLM Software. 

Challenge participants implemented the software to design 3D prototypes that addressed real-world 

problems from the world of sports. Prototypes were later printed on a 3D printer. 

The students began the day participating in the Museum’s STEM programs, making use of PITCH, the 
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Museum’s new interactive installation, and other radar technology to learn about physics and math. 

Read more here. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Events News 

ASSESS 2018 Congress Announces Maplesoft as a Gold Sponsor 

14 August 2018 

ASSESS Initiative, a broad reaching multi-industry initiative to facilitate a revolution of enablement that 

will vastly increase the availability and effectiveness of Engineering Simulation, is proud to announce 

that Maplesoft will be a Gold Sponsor for the upcoming ASSESS 2018 CONGRESS, to be held at 

Chateau Elan Winery & Resort, Oct 28th -30th, 2018.   

“As a solution provider in the engineering systems-design space, we are seeing an increased interest in 

smoothing the transition between the various stages in the design process, particularly in early-stage 

virtual integration of multi-disciplinary systems models,” stated Paul Goossens, Vice President 

Engineering Solutions, Maplesoft. “We are very glad to support the ASSESS Initiative and its Annual 

Congress as part of the collaborative effort of ASSESS to bring together thought leaders from various 

organizations to take action on improving the awareness and value of Engineering Simulation to the 

industry.” 

The ASSESS 2018 Congress is the 3rd annual congress for ASSESS organized to “enable” both 

strategies and relationships related to significantly increasing the use and benefit of Engineering 

Simulation. Key business drivers are forcing a “simulation revolution” to overcome the issue of required 

expertise which is limiting the expansion of Engineering Simulation usage.  The theme of the ASSESS 

2018 Congress is “Launching the Engineering Simulation Revolution.” 

Registration for the ASSESS 2018 Congress is by invitation only and is limited to 115 attendees. 

Registration will close either when all available seats are taken but no later than October 24, 2018. 

“We appreciate the support from Maplesoft and their participation at our annual congress,” says Joe 

Walsh, CEO and Co-Founder of the ASSESS Initiative. 

The ASSESS Initiative was formed to bring together key players, both users and developers of 

simulation software, to guide and influence the software tool strategies for performing model-based 

analysis, simulation, and systems engineering with a vision “to significantly expand the use and benefit 

of software tools for model-based analysis, simulation, and systems engineering in the engineering 

applications domain.” 

The ASSESS Initiative Membership program provides the ability for the ASSESS Initiative to expand 

its efforts and community benefits beyond the annual congress. The ASSESS Membership Program is 

appropriate for all organizations engaged in Analysis, Simulation, and Systems Engineering activities 

related to Engineered products & processes.  The ASSESS Membership Program is offered in individual 

or group memberships.  Active ASSESS Initiative Members receive access to Members Only content on 
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the ASSESS website and a discount on the ASSESS Congress Registration Fees. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Constructech’s Technology Day Guides Digital Transformation in Construction 

13 August 2018 

One of the biggest stumbling blocks for the construction industry today is understanding how to 

change—this impacts everything including rebuilding infrastructure, the labor shortage, sustainability, 

operations, digital transformation, and more. Change is perhaps one of the biggest factors that needs to 

be addressed in the construction industry. 

This is one of the chief reasons Constructech is holding the Technology Day 2018 Conference on 

Thursday, August 23, at the DoubleTree by Hilton Chicago – Arlington Heights, Ill. 

“The construction industry is one of the most resilient, but has been slower, than other industries, to 

adopt new technologies,” says Peggy Smedley, editorial director, Constructech magazine, and president 

of Specialty Publishing Media. “That all changes on August 23. Construction companies from across the 

globe will gather to identify how to change at a faster pace, by not only leveraging technology in new 

and exciting ways, but to begin to think differently about shareholder value and the worker of the 

future.” 

Constructech is bringing together a roundtable of thought leaders in the space who will give their 

opinions about how digital transformation is changing the way workers perform tasks today. 

Moderated by Laura Black, editor, Constructech magazine, the panel will include:  

    Sandra Benson, director global business development, construction, Hexagon PPM 

    Jit Kee Chin, chief data officer, Suffolk 

    Jason Pelkey, CIO, Gilbane Building Co. 

    Claire Rutkowski, CIO, Bentley Systems 

“Innovation through technology needs to add value and streamline antiquated processes in the field,” 

says Jason Pelkey, senior vice president and CIO, Gilbane Building Company. “We look beyond the 

core use of a specific technology, stretch its capabilities, leverage its data, test it, and then integrate it 

into a larger platform to maximize its potential.” 

For a complete overview of Constructech’s Technology Day 2018 event, along with registration 

information, and to learn more about this year’s sponsor InEight, visit [https://constructech.com/tech-

day/ 

To learn more about the agenda, visit https://constructech.com/tech-day/agenda/ 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Global Automotive Lightweight Materials Detroit 2018 

13 August 2018 
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Altair will be presenting at this year’s Global Automotive Lightweight Materials Detroit from August 

21-23. 

About GALM 2018 

The Largest Automotive OEM-Led Lightweight Materials, Structures and Manufacturing Summit Is 

Returning to COBO Center Detroit 

 

Following global growth and expansion, GALM USA Detroit is returning with a brand new program on 

how to 'Implement Lightweighting Innovations & Optimize Multi-Material Architectures For EVs, 

Autonomous Vehicles & Next Gen ICEVs. 

8/21/2018-8/23/2018  

  Detroit, USA 

Altair Booth # TBD. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Machine Control Providers at IMTS 2018 to Focus on Connected Systems, Emphasize Controls that 

Empower Operators to Make Immediate Improvements 

16 August 2018 

Job shops don't have the luxury of scrapping multiple parts to refine a program. They need the first part 

to be a good part, but achieving this goal has become a bigger challenge as designers have increased part 

complexity to take advantage of expanding machine capabilities. 

“Job shops have to keep pace with new control technology to keep scrape rates low,” says Gisbert 

Ledvon, TNC Business Development Manager, Heidenhain Corporation. “Continuing to use outdated 

controls for complex parts is like Einstein's definition of insanity. If you expect different and better 

results, then explore the new Control and CAD-CAM technologies showcased at IMTS 2018.” 

IMTS 2018 – The International Manufacturing Technology Show, which runs from Sept. 10 – 15 at 

Chicago's McCormick Place, is the industry's premier resource for connecting with control and software 

providers. Visitors can explore technology not only in the Controls & CAD-CAM Pavilion, but also in 

the Additive Manufacturing, Quality Assurance, Metal Cutting and Fabricating & Lasers Pavilions, as 

well as HANNOVER MESSE USA. 

“CNC controls are an integral part of the digital thread that extends from cutting tools to ERP systems,” 

observes Peter R. Eelman, Vice President – Exhibitions & Business Development at AMT – The 

Association For Manufacturing Technology, which owns and produces IMTS. “At IMTS 2016, 

exhibitors were mostly talking about connected controls. At IMTS 2018, visitors can experience 

connected manufacturing – from design to part as never before.” 

While controls are becoming easier to use, they're also becoming much more powerful. “The controls 

graphic interfaces, applications and connectivity have expanded their functionality so operators can 

make intelligent decisions and take immediate action on the shop floor,” says Eelman. “Attending IMTS 

provides visitors with a rich opportunity to interact with the digital world of manufacturing and see how 

these capabilities can improve results in their operation.” 

CONNECTED CONTROLS 
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Being able to load a part file or program into a CNC via the USB port was a good advancement for its 

time. Now, controls connected to CAD-CAM systems allow the operator to access part files, data and 

set-up sheets without ever leaving the machine and do so in a secure environment. 

Of course, personnel working remotely from the CNC, whether in the engineering or QC department or 

managers at another facility, also want to capture, analyze and act on CNC-related data. Traditional 

types of data available from CNC controls includes machine status, current program running, spindle 

speed, availability, utilization rate and errors. Non-conventional data sources include tooling, 

workholding and discrete machine parts such as pumps, motors and encoders. 

“IMTS visitors will notice that control manufacturers have placed a greater focus on importing more 

data into the machine control via MTConnect-enabled devices,” says Ledvon. “Correspondingly, they 

have developed software applications that graphically present information so shop owners can more 

easily make good decisions.” For flexibility, information can remain strictly within a user's firewalls, 

can be accessed via the cloud or accessed from both. 

IMTS visitors will also notice that machine controls now enable operators to switch the NC program 

between the desired functions. This gives job shops the freedom to decide how and when they want to 

combine machining methods, an important development necessary to keep pace with the expanded 

functions available from 5-axis mill turns. Other improvements include connecting controls to vision 

systems that can compare the current image to a reference image and spot any deviation from a perfect 

setup. 

“It functions much like the face recognition feature of your iPhone. If something doesn't look exactly 

right, the control will find it,” says Ledvon. Examples include missing hole for the next threading 

application, broken drill in the part, part not clamped correctly in a vice or on pallet, wrong engraved 

part number on the part and wrong part on the pallet. 

TOUCH FOR CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT 

While machine learning and artificial intelligence may ultimately minimize the need for humans to 

interact with controls, those developments remain over the horizon. For the coming decades, Heidenhain 

believes that engaging operators is essential for optimizing the machining process. 

As a result, new control capabilities include the ability to import a part file, call up a 3D model, zoom 

and rotate the display using touch screen controls, select portions of the file to modify and have the 

controls automatically generate new code. 

“If operators discover a missing part feature or need to modify the cutting path to avoid a collision, they 

can make changes without engineering support,” says Ledvon. “Operators working on second or third 

shift tell us how they finished a batch of parts on time or minimized the number of bad parts because of 

new control capabilities. Operators also provide immediate feedback to CAD-CAM and quality control 

systems.” 

Ledvon further notes that those working on smaller production runs need to cut the first part correctly. 

“New control technology makes cutting more accurate and shops more productive by eliminating 

sources of waste, such as cutting multiple bad parts in order to fine tune the cutting path,” says Ledvon. 

AMT's Eelman adds that, “The future is now for the connected manufacturing world and coming to 

IMTS provides the venue for interaction and engagement with the technologies that will shape the future 

of manufacturing.” 
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Ricardo Software UserCon Europe 2018 programme announced 

15 August 2018 

Now a firm fixture in the advanced Computer Aided Engineering (CAE) calendar, Ricardo Software’s 

UserCon Europe 2018 – to be hosted Ludwigsburg, Germany, on 11-12 September – will feature 

presentations from partners including Ford, Volkswagen, Audi, Federal Mogul and Ducati. 

 

Hosted over two days in the prestigious Schlosshotel Monrepos in Ludwigsburg, close to Stuttgart in 

southern Germany, Ricardo Software’s UserCon Europe is a very popular technical conference aimed at 

those engaged in CAE research and advanced applications within the automotive and transportation 

sectors. The theme of this year’s event is ‘The Future of Mobility’, with the aim of exploring the 

challenges faced by industry in terms of the impact of virtualization on transport design. Within this 

theme, key topics of discussion will include: understanding the mechanical challenges relating to 

virtualization of powertrain design; the future of internal combustion engines and how to optimize 

performance, and; is industry fully ready for electrification in terms of the delivery of a comprehensive 

product range offering comprised of hybrid and electric vehicles? 

In addition to the presentation of Ricardo’s vision for the development of new CAE simulation methods 

and capabilities, a number of detailed technical presentations on innovative research initiatives and 

applications will be provided from a range of key Ricardo Software customers and technical partners. 

The programme of presentations will be delivered over two days, with separate streams for mechanical 

systems simulations, and for fluid dynamics and acoustics. 

“I am pleased that we are once again able to announce a truly impressive programme of presentations 

for Ricardo Software UserCon Europe 2018,” commented Ricardo Software president David McShane. 

“This annual conference has grown significantly in popularity over recent years, and is now a must-

attend event for those who champion the application of advanced CAE methods. In addition to hearing 

about the innovative work of Ricardo, our technology partners and customers, delegates are also able to 

see for themselves some of the latest software products, participate in training workshops, and contribute 

to the debate in terms of future development priorities.” 

Full information for Ricardo Software UserCon Europe 2018, including registration and accommodation 

details, can be found here: https://software.ricardo.com/events/september-2018/ricardo-software-

usercon-europe-2018.   
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SAP Announces SAP.iO Foundry Demo Day in New York City, Featuring Women-Led Startups 

14 August 2018 

SAP today announced the first demo day at the SAP.iO Foundry in New York City, presenting nine 

startups led by women in the enterprise technology space. 

These nine companies span diverse industries and technologies including machine learning, blockchain, 
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next-generation supply chain and extended reality (XR) tech. The SAP.iO Foundries program, which 

started in April, focuses on helping grow and scale early-stage companies by providing tailored 

mentoring, access to SAP’s customer base and technology, as well as APIs. 

The cohort 

included: Amberdata | CN2 | dMetrics | Lately | Narrativ | NopSec | StyleSage | Sundar | Ziggeo 

“SAP.iO Foundry in New York City is helping women and minority entrepreneurs scale their startups in 

the competitive environment of B2B technology,” said Deepak Krishnamurthy, chief strategy officer, 

SAP. “With New York becoming a hub for promising startups focused on enterprise tech, the SAP.iO 

Foundry is a true showcase of SAP’s commitment to building an inclusive and innovative startup 

ecosystem around SAP products and solutions.” 

The SAP.iO Foundries program is a global network for top-tier startups, including accelerators that help 

them build innovative software and deliver high value for customers. Current SAP.iO Foundries are in 

major startup hubs, including Paris, Berlin, Tel Aviv, New York City and San Francisco. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Financial News 

DXC Technology Delivers Solid First Quarter with Growth in Revenue, Earnings per Share and 

Margins 

7 August 2018 

DXC Technology (DXC) reported results for the first quarter of fiscal year 2019, representing the period 

from April 1 through June 30, 2018. All results from continuing operations and comparisons exclude the 

U.S. Public Sector business, which was combined with Vencore Holding Corp. and KeyPoint 

Government Solutions to form a new publicly-traded company, Perspecta. 

“In the first quarter of fiscal 2019, DXC Technology delivered year-over-year growth in revenue, 

earnings per share, and margins,” said Mike Lawrie, DXC’s chairman, president and CEO. “We 

continue to build momentum in digital, with double-digit growth in each of our digital areas, and we 

also drove growth in our industry offerings, where we are seeing strong demand in financial services and 

healthcare. During the quarter, we completed the separation of our U.S. Public Sector business, and we 

also recently announced our intent to acquire Molina Medicaid Solutions from Molina Healthcare. This 

transaction will expand our state Medicaid business while enhancing the capabilities we provide these 

agencies. DXC is on track to deliver against its fiscal 2019 financial targets.” 

Financial Highlights - First Quarter Fiscal 2019 

Diluted earnings per share from continuing operations was $0.78 in the first quarter, including $(0.50) 

per share of restructuring costs, $(0.19) per share of transaction, separation and integration-related costs, 

$(0.35) per share of amortization of acquired intangible assets, and $(0.11) per share or tax adjustment 

related to U.S. tax reform. This compares with $0.33 in the year ago period. 

Non-GAAP diluted earnings per share from continuing operations was $1.93. This compares with $1.23 

in the year ago period. 

Revenue in the first quarter was $5,282 million. Revenue grew 0.9% compared with $5,236 million in 
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the prior year. 

Income from continuing operations before income taxes was $360 million in the first quarter, including 

$(185) million of restructuring costs, $(70) million of transaction, separation and integration-related 

costs, and $(135) million of amortization of acquired intangibles. This compares with $91 million in the 

year ago period. 

Non-GAAP income from continuing operations before income taxes was $750 million compared with 

$512 million in the year ago period on a GAAP basis. 

Net income was $266 million for the first quarter, including $(144) million of restructuring costs, $(54) 

million of transaction, separation and integration-related costs, $(102) million of amortization of 

acquired intangibles and $(33) million of tax adjustment related to U.S. tax reform. This compares 

with $173 million in the prior year period. 

Non-GAAP net income was $599 million. 

Adjusted EBIT was $803 million in the first quarter compared with $570 million in the prior year. 

Adjusted EBIT margin was 15.2% compared with 10.9% in the year ago quarter. 

Net cash provided by operating activities was $473 million in the first quarter, compared with $519 

million in the year ago period. 

Adjusted free cash flow was $321 million in the first quarter. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Implementation Investments 

Belle Group Steps into the Future with Centric Software 

14 August 2018 

Belle International Holdings Limited (Belle), a leading Chinese footwear and sportswear retailer, has 

selected Centric Software to provide its Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solution.  

The Belle Group’s business is broadly divided into three main segments: footwear, sportswear and 

apparel. In addition to its own private label brands which includes 6 of the top 10 ladies leather footwear 

brands in China, Belle distributes top global brands such as CAT, Clarks, Nike, adidas and Converse. In 

2015, Belle’s total number of company-managed retail outlets reached 20,873 in mainland China. Belle 

also manages nearly 200 retail outlets in Hong Kong and Macau. 

As one of the largest and most well-known retail groups in China, Belle has been developing a new 

retail strategy including the acquisition of new apparel brands such as Japan’s Baroque group and 

strengthening the digitization of supply chain management. 

“Belle has very large and strong in-house IT team to support retail management, but after acquiring 

Baroque, developing its Chinese business and adding more new brands, we realized that our internal IT 

team needed more supply chain and apparel product business knowledge,” explains Alan Ma, IT 

Director, East China Belle Group. “The IT team needed a professional PLM system to support supply 

chain management from design to production. This is the first time Belle has chosen an outsourced IT 

solution, but we realized how much we needed a PLM system to ensure data accuracy, speed time to 
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market and reduce costs.” 

Following the advice of a PLM consultant and comparisons with other vendors, Belle chose Centric 

PLM on the basis of its user-friendly interface and the company’s professional expertise. 

As Ma says, “Centric PLM is very flexible and almost feels like a customized system for us, even 

though it is an out of the box solution. It’s extremely configurable and user-friendly. It’s very 

competitive compared to other PLM systems we’ve investigated on the market. The Centric team is 

professional and reliable, and we’re happy to work with them.” 

“Belle is looking forward to great success with the implementation of Centric PLM,” says Ma. “With the 

Centric team’s knowledge and experience in fashion PLM, we aim to improve our own IT team’s 

knowledge in apparel and supply chain management in order to support our aggressive new retail 

strategy.” 

“Belle owns 5 factories in mainland China, and we also believe Centric PLM will help with internal and 

external collaboration between our different sites. We see this as a long-term partnership with Centric, 

starting with the apparel division of our business,” Ma concludes. 

“We would like to welcome Belle International as our latest partner in China,” says Chris Groves, 

President and CEO of Centric Software. “Belle is a well-known name with an impressive portfolio of 

brands and we are honored to partner with them in their digital transformation and new retail strategy.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Cadence Palladium Z1 Enterprise Emulation Platform Enables GUC to Accelerate SoC Design 

13 August 2018 

Cadence Design Systems, Inc. today announced that Global Unichip Corporation (GUC) has adopted the 

Cadence® Palladium® Z1 Enterprise Emulation Platform to accelerate system-on-chip (SoC) design 

and drive innovation in the semiconductor industry. By combining the Palladium Z1 emulation platform 

with Cadence Xcelium™ Parallel Logic Simulation, GUC engineers were able to apply more complex 

SoC verification test scenarios with full debug visibility, accelerating verification by up to 795 times. 

The Palladium Z1 emulation platform allowed GUC to improve system-on-silicon verification and 

optimize hardware and software integration earlier in the verification process, ensuring high reliability. 

The compile capabilities included with the Palladium Z1 emulation platform also enabled GUC to 

achieve more predictable turnaround times for full-chip emulation model builds. This helped GUC 

engineers to debug quickly and explore design changes 20X faster, which was not feasible with other 

design methodologies. 

In addition to using the Palladium Z1 emulation platform and Xcelium Parallel Logic Simulation, GUC 

also used other solutions in the Cadence Verification Suite including Verification IP (VIP) and the 

JasperGold® Formal Verification Platform. The broader Cadence Verification Suite provided GUC with 

automation, debug, tracking, management and measurement of verification tasks across verification 

flows and engines, which improved productivity and team collaboration. The Palladium Z1 emulation 

platform enabled congruency with the adjacent verification suite engines, allowing GUC to significantly 

optimize overall verifiation productivity, which ultimately led to improved product quality. 

“A high-performance ASIC verification solution is vital for driving our product innovations and 
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business, and we need to continually strive to improve our overall product quality,” said Dr. Ken Chen, 

president at Global Unichip Corporation. “After comparing alternative solutions in the market, we 

selected Cadence’s Palladium Z1 Enterprise Emulation Platform for its effectiveness in ASIC 

verification productivity and use-model versatility. Adopting the Palladium Z1 emulation platform in 

conjunction with Xcelium Parallel Logic Simulation and the broader Cadence Verification Suite has 

enabled us to deliver flexible ASIC services that elevate our visionary IC customers to the next level of 

leadership in their respective markets.” 

The Palladium Z1 Enterprise Emulation Platform is part of the Cadence Verification Suite. It supports 

the company’s System Design Enablement strategy, which enables system and semiconductor 

companies to create complete, differentiated end products more efficiently. The Verification Suite is 

comprised of best-in-class JasperGold, Xcelium, Palladium Z1 and Protium™ S1 core engines, 

verification fabric technologies and solutions that increase design quality and throughput, fulfilling 

verification requirements for a wide variety of applications and vertical segments. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

CERN and Oracle Extend Research and Development Partnership 

13 August 2018 

The European Organization for Nuclear Research (CERN) is extending its partnership with Oracle for 

another three years. This partnership is through a research-and-development program set up by the 

laboratory, called CERN openlab; it provides a unique research framework in which scientists and 

leading IT companies can work together. One of the aims of the partnership with Oracle is to develop a 

high-performance cloud infrastructure capable of storing and analyzing vast quantities of controls data, 

such as that generated by the gigantic research infrastructures used at the laboratory to probe the origin 

of the universe. Oracle can also make use of insights gained from the program to provide its customers 

with extremely powerful and future-proof cloud technologies. 

CERN openlab has provided a unique setting for cooperation between science and industry since 2001. 

In this program, CERN cooperates with leading IT companies on the joint development of high-

performance technologies for basic research in physics. Oracle has been a partner in the program since 

2003 and started another three-year project cycle in 2018. As one of the largest members, the cloud 

provider is involved in four current CERN openlab projects. In addition, every year 40 students from all 

over the world get an opportunity to work on current projects during a nine-week summer school 

program. 

“CERN openlab is a win-win project for everyone involved,” said Eric Grancher, Leader of CERN’s 

Database Services Group. “It gives our collaborators a way to get valuable feedback by testing their 

solutions in one of the most complex and demanding technology environments. And we at CERN can 

assess the potential that new technologies have for future applications during the early phases of their 

development. In addition, CERN openlab provides a neutral scientific environment where businesses 

can engage in dialogue.” 

“We are pleased to extend our partnership with Oracle for another three years,” said Eva Dafonte Perez, 

Deputy Leader of CERN’s Database Services Group. “In addition to our 15-year partnership through 

CERN openlab, we have been working with Oracle since 1982. We will continue to need high-

performance and, above all, quickly scalable solutions in the future in order to store and analyze the 
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growing amount of data recorded by our instrumentation. Oracle offers flexibility because its solutions 

are available both on-premises and in the cloud.” 

Based in Geneva, Switzerland, CERN is dedicated to basic research in physics. CERN uses its Large 

Hadron Collider (LHC), the world’s largest particle accelerator, to investigate fundamental structure of 

the universe. In the LHC, subatomic particles are accelerated and caused to collide, simulating the 

conditions just a fraction of a second after the Big Bang. The LHC experiments currently produce 

approximately 50 petabytes of data annually, a volume corresponding to roughly 2,000 years of HD 

video content. 

However, our current understanding of physics only explains the visible matter that makes up about 5% 

of the Universe’s total energy. The LHC is therefore to be made even more powerful, generating even 

more particle collisions and boosting efforts to investigate phenomena such as dark matter and dark 

energy. CERN also needs to have correspondingly powerful IT infrastructure in place; the laboratory’s 

cooperation with Oracle plays a key role in ensuring this. 

“CERN’s research goals are extremely exciting, with technologies developed at the laboratory having 

had significant impact on our every-day lives. For example, technologies developed at CERN have 

already helped improve the treatment of certain types of cancer. So we are very pleased to renew our 

partnership in CERN openlab and hope to work together to develop even more powerful technologies 

that will advance both science and industry,” said David Ebert, Director-Government, Education, 

Healthcare Industry Solutions EMEA, Oracle. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

CHF Industries Speed Time to Market with BeProduct 

15 August 2018 

CHF Industries announces the successful deployment of the BeProduct social product creation platform 

throughout its entire global business, with implementation managed by digital innovation firm 

STYCHECO (‘Stitch-Co’). 

One of the world’s largest suppliers of branded and private label home textile products, CHF Industries’ 

(hereafter “CHF”) products span the full spectrum of home accessories, bedding, bath products, and 

window dressings – at every price point from affordable essentials to total luxury. Every year, CHF 

products are sold through a multinational network of retail partnerships, with CHF being trusted to 

create private label programs for some of the world’s biggest and best-loved retailers. 

Every CHF product is designed by the company’s award-winning in-house team, and CHF is recognized 

internationally for its ability to then bring on-trend products to market through cutting-edge product 

development, sourcing, and logistics processes. 

To support a sustained period of year-on-year growth, as well as customers’ demands for more 

innovative products and materials, CHF chose to adopt the cloud-based BeProduct collaboration 

platform from WINK Software as a cornerstone of its global business transformation initiative. Prior to 

the phased implementation, only certain departments within CHF used a traditional PLM solution, 

making information, process, and knowledge sharing difficult – especially between international offices, 

and with partners and agents. In partnership with STYCHECO, CHF identified and was able to seize 

various opportunities to improve speed to market and trend acuity through social product creation 
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processes, making a common source of information easily accessible to overseas teams and third party 

vendors.  

“Although we had a PLM solution in place for more than ten years in one division, before BeProduct 

there was no way for us to clearly share information and collaborate with our overseas offices,” explains 

Spencer Foley, President of CHF Industries. “Our product timelines demanded a level of speed and 

clarity that was becoming difficult to achieve, so broader adoption of a truly modern PLM platform was 

key to CHF continuing to meet and exceed our customers’ expectations.” 

After an exhaustive search for a new, collaborative PLM provider, CHF chose the combined strengths of 

STYCHECO and BeProduct, whose unique industry knowledge, commitment to supporting all CHF 

teams, and prior experience with successful implementations and ongoing support were key criteria 

behind their selection. 

“Another key part of our decision-making process was the PLM provider and implementation partner’s 

agility,” continues Foley. “It was hugely important to us that BeProduct could quickly identify and 

address any concerns we raised, and that we would also benefit from the enhancements and new features 

that are added to BeProduct weekly or monthly as they work with other clients. The BeProduct team 

demonstrated real attention to detail and showed that they had the flexibility and agility to respond to 

our requests. We invited our overseas offices to join in PowerHours forums, and together with the 

BeProduct and STYCHECO teams we were able to field ideas, make suggestions, ask questions, and 

make recommendations that we were confident would be listened to.” 

Today, CHF has already realized results from its partnership with BeProduct and STYCHECO, as Foley 

explains. “BeProduct helps us to deliver our goal of bringing high-quality merchandise to market 

quickly. The platform has helped us to improve our product development processes, increase our speed 

to market, and has eliminated a huge volume of unnecessary meetings, trips, and emails. We see 

BeProduct as our edge in a competitive market; we plan to scale our implementation up progressively 

over time with the help of STYCHECO, who has been with us every step of the way, making sure our 

processes and the BeProduct platform both support the long-term goals of the business.”  

 

Speaking after the successful go-live of the BeProduct platform at CHF’s headquarters and throughout 

the company’s supply chain, STYCHECO President and Founder, Darioush Nikpour, and WINK 

Software Founder, Daniel Pak, issued the following joint statement: “We are thrilled to be joining CHF 

Industries on its business transformation journey. With the help of BeProduct’s cutting-edge SaaS 

solution, and STYCHECO’s expert consultation services and support, CHF has already been able to 

streamline its product creation processes, collaborate more effectively in a dedicated social space, and 

improve speed to market. But those productivity improvements are just part of the bigger picture; we are 

proud to be part of a long-term, sustainable partnership that will see CHF increase its lead over the 

competition with BeProduct’s innovative new features, its flexible, agile approach to development, and 

ongoing strategic support from STYCHECO’s expert consulting team.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Gerber Welcomes Fusalp to Their Digital Solutions Family with the Implementation of YuniquePLM 

14 August 2018 

Gerber Technology announced today that Créations Fusalp™ has chosen YuniquePLM® to power their 
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company from design to production giving them 'one version of the truth' while managing their products' 

lifecycles. "We found that Gerber's YuniquePLM was the most robust system to effectively deliver data 

from our creative team through to production of the garments," said Sophie Duflos and Odile Renard, 

both drivers of the supply chain at Fusalp. 

Since 1952, Fusalp has been developing and clothing both ski enthusiasts and Olympic champions with 

fashionable and functional outerwear. The company was founded by tailors who created the first 

"fuseau" des Alpes, in reference to the famous skiing spindle. Ever since, Fusalp has been drawing 

dynamic silhouettes to create slender lines allying technicality and performance without compromising 

on style and comfort. Since 2014, the new owners have very clearly created a new dynamic and have 

made highly-favorable decisions to support the expansion of Fusalp. That expansion illustrates itself 

through the repositioning of the brand on the fashion market and the extension of their product range 

from sportswear to urban and fashion wear which has required a performing PLM solution. 

Créations Fusalp has begun their digital journey with Gerber's product lifecycle software YuniquePLM, 

designed to enhance data connectivity from the creative's team Adobe® Illustrator through to their ERP 

systems. The availability of YuniquePLM on the Cloud was a contributing factor to Fusalp's decision, 

while enabling their team to streamline their workflow and to support the company's growth.  

Fusalp will also be integrating Gerber's AccuMark® software with YuniquePLM, to improve efficiency 

and gain better control of its pattern grading and marker data. 

"The Gerber team was extremely helpful, and we appreciated how they brought so many ideas to the 

table while we were evaluating our options," continued Sophie. 

"We are excited to add such an iconic brand to the Gerber family," said Bill Brewster, vice president and 

general manager, enterprise software solutions for Gerber Technology. "Enabling connectivity to 

support companies with seeing their version of the truth in one place is the goal of our software 

innovations." 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Powers Manufacturing Co. Selects CGS BlueCherry® Suite to Improve Supply Chain Efficiency 

13 August 2018 

CGS today announced that The Powers Manufacturing Company, a privately owned textile 

manufacturer of athletic uniforms, selected BlueCherry® Enterprise Suite of solutions, including 

Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP), Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) and EDI. The BlueCherry 

suite provides end-to-end capabilities for apparel, footwear and consumer lifestyle brands. 

Powers Manufacturing was reliant on its homegrown system but found it difficult to effectively, 

efficiently manage as its business continued to grow. The company was looking for improved workflow 

from product design through delivery and wanted flexible and robust reporting and analytics without the 

need for custom programming. Powers also sought to adopt a scalable system to address changing 

technological needs and improve its financial management and reporting requirements, while also 

ensuring data security and scalability.  With extensive expertise and resources in the apparel market, the 

CGS BlueCherry suite of solutions will support Powers Manufacturing’s current and future business as 

it continues to grow, helping the company improve everything from supply chain processes to customer 

relationship management. 
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“We know that we’re good at designing and selling football uniforms, but designing, creating and 

maintaining software is not our strong suit,” said Brent Parks, CFO, Powers Manufacturing. “By 

choosing a low-risk, proven solution that many other apparel brands have successfully implemented, we 

expect BlueCherry to help streamline our supply chain activities, allowing for further growth.” 

“With over 30 years of experience in the apparel market, CGS understands the value of having the right 

solutions in place to efficiently and effectively run business operations,” said Paul Magel, president, 

Business Applications and Technology Outsourcing division, CGS. “We are thrilled to welcome Powers 

Manufacturing to our thriving BlueCherry community of apparel and consumer goods customers and 

look forward to building a long-lasting relationship with the team.” 

CGS’s BlueCherry® Enterprise Suite provides clients with a powerful, comprehensive set of tools to 

drive their fundamental business processes. It focuses on the needs of high-growth organizations 

operating in the consumer lifestyle products, retail and apparel industries. The BlueCherry Enterprise 

Suite’s built-in capacity addresses the needs of all core management, planning, product development, 

manufacturing, logistics, finance, and sales functions. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

SAIC Awarded $255 Million Space Contract 

16 August 2018 

Science Applications International Corp. (SAIC) was awarded a $255 million contract to provide 

systems engineering and technical assurance work that supports various space-related activities. This 

work will be performed primarily in the continental United States. 

 “SAIC has supported space missions for more than 45 years. We continue to provide outstanding 

technical services and adapt to changing demands,” said Mark Escobar, SAIC senior vice president and 

general manager of the National Security Customer Group. “Our team will work to continue to gain 

efficiencies by streamlining processes, introduce innovations such as Model Based System Engineering, 

and identify and manage risk for our customer.” 

As part of this contract, SAIC will use our Model Based System Engineering methodologies to develop 

mission-planning tools and products that help customers to save time, resources, and money. 

“SAIC’s Systems Engineering Platform and model-based systems engineering approach drives greater 

levels of mission assurance, reliability, and collaboration across the highly complex launch enterprise,” 

said Josh Jackson, SAIC senior vice president and general manager for the Engineering, Integration, and 

Mission Solutions Market Segment. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Product News 

CCE Enhances PMI Support for its Open Data Exchange (ODX) Libraries 

14 August 2018 
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CCE has announced major enhancements of its Open Data Exchange (ODX) libraries focused 

significantly on Product Manufacturing Information (PMI) data. 

CCE has made significant improvements in PMI support for its CATIA V5 and NX ODX libraries. PMI 

support for CATIA V5 has been improved to support semantic data for datum targets and geometric 

tolerances, which allow applications to create PMI entities based on their native definitions. Other 

enhancements include support for weld annotation symbols and entity associations with their surface-

canonicity details. For NX files, CCE now provides access to semantic data for Feature Control 

Frames (FCF). CCE also allows writing of linear and angular dimensions for NX data. 

“A lot of our focus this past year has been around making our PMI support more comprehensive and 

robust. With the push towards Model Based Enterprise and Model Based Design, engineering 

departments across the supply chain are creating far richer 3D models than they did up until a few years 

ago. It is our obligation to keep our ears to the ground to ensure that we provide our ISV customers with 

whatever enhancements they need to constantly meet their evolving customer base,” said Debankan 

Chattopadhyay, CCE’s Business Development Manager. 

Among other significant updates, persistence support was enhanced by providing persistent identifiers 

for “lumps” in CATIA V5 data. Geometric tolerances (G-Tols) support was also extended to 

support annotation application mode details that allow applications to create G-Tols along with auxiliary 

feature indicators, to exactly represent a tolerance zone. 

“CAD interoperability is a strategic technology for our ISV customers and our shared success depends 

on our ability to constantly invest in R&D and keep our software updated with new enhancements,” 

added Debankan. 

To find out more about ODX or other CAD interoperability technology from CCE, please 

visit http://www.cadcam-e.com/development-tools/INTEROPERABILITY-TOOLKITS.aspx. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

NVIDIA Reinvents Computer Graphics with Turing Architecture 

13 August 2018 

NVIDIA today reinvented computer graphics with the launch of the NVIDIA Turing™ GPU 

architecture. 

The greatest leap since the invention of the CUDA GPU in 2006, Turing features new RT Cores to 

accelerate ray tracing and new Tensor Cores for AI inferencing which, together for the first time, make 

real-time ray tracing possible. 

These two engines — along with more powerful compute for simulation and enhanced rasterization — 

usher in a new generation of hybrid rendering to address the $250 billion visual effects industry. Hybrid 

rendering enables cinematic-quality interactive experiences, amazing new effects powered by neural 

networks and fluid interactivity on highly complex models. 

The company also unveiled its initial Turing-based products — the NVIDIA® Quadro® RTX™ 8000, 

Quadro RTX 6000 and Quadro RTX 5000 GPUs — which will revolutionize the work of some 50 

million designers and artists across multiple industries. 
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“Turing is NVIDIA’s most important innovation in computer graphics in more than a decade,” said 

Jensen Huang, founder and CEO of NVIDIA, speaking at the start of the annual SIGGRAPH 

conference. “Hybrid rendering will change the industry, opening up amazing possibilities that enhance 

our lives with more beautiful designs, richer entertainment and more interactive experiences. The arrival 

of real-time ray tracing is the Holy Grail of our industry.” 

NVIDIA’s eighth-generation GPU architecture, Turing enables the world’s first ray-tracing GPU and is 

the result of more than 10,000 engineering-years of effort. By using Turing’s hybrid rendering 

capabilities, applications can simulate the physical world at 6x the speed of the previous Pascal™ 

generation. 

To help developers take full advantage of these capabilities, NVIDIA has enhanced its RTX 

development platform with new AI, ray-tracing and simulation SDKs. It also announced that key 

graphics applications addressing millions of designers, artists and scientists are planning to take 

advantage of Turing features through the RTX development platform. 

“This is a significant moment in the history of computer graphics,” said Jon Peddie, CEO of analyst firm 

JPR. “NVIDIA is delivering real-time ray tracing five years before we had thought possible.” 

Real-Time Ray Tracing Accelerated by RT Cores 
The Turing architecture is armed with dedicated ray-tracing processors called RT Cores, which 

accelerate the computation of how light and sound travel in 3D environments at up to 10 GigaRays a 

second. Turing accelerates real-time ray tracing operations by up to 25x that of the previous Pascal 

generation, and GPU nodes can be used for final-frame rendering for film effects at more than 30x the 

speed of CPU nodes. 

“Cinesite is proud to partner with Autodesk and NVIDIA to bring Arnold to the GPU, but we never 

expected to see results this dramatic,” said Michele Sciolette, CTO of Cinesite. “This means we can 

iterate faster, more frequently and with higher quality settings. This will completely change how our 

artists work.” 

AI Accelerated by Powerful Tensor Cores  

The Turing architecture also features Tensor Cores, processors that accelerate deep learning training and 

inferencing, providing up to 500 trillion tensor operations a second. 

This level of performance powers AI-enhanced features for creating applications with powerful new 

capabilities. These include DLAA — deep learning anti-aliasing, which is a breakthrough in high-

quality motion image generation — denoising, resolution scaling and video re-timing. 

These features are part of the NVIDIA NGX™ software development kit, a new deep learning-powered 

technology stack that enables developers to easily integrate accelerated, enhanced graphics, photo 

imaging and video processing into applications with pre-trained networks. 

Faster Simulation and Rasterization with New Turing Streaming Multiprocessor 
Turing-based GPUs feature a new streaming multiprocessor (SM) architecture that adds an integer 

execution unit executing in parallel with the floating point datapath, and a new unified cache 

architecture with double the bandwidth of the previous generation. 

Combined with new graphics technologies such as variable rate shading, the Turing SM achieves 

unprecedented levels of performance per core. With up to 4,608 CUDA cores, Turing supports up to 16 

trillion floating point operations in parallel with 16 trillion integer operations per second. 
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Developers can take advantage of NVIDIA’s CUDA 10, FleX and PhysX SDKs to create complex 

simulations, such as particles or fluid dynamics for scientific visualization, virtual environments and 

special effects. 

Availability 

Quadro GPUs based on Turing will be initially available in the fourth quarter. 
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SPECapc releases new Solidworks benchmark 

15 August 2018 

SPEC’s Application Performance Characterization (SPECapc) project group has updated its 

performance evaluation software for systems running Dassault Systemes' Solidworks CAD/CAM 

application. The benchmark is designed to run on Microsoft Windows 10 64-bit platforms.  

The SPECapc for Solidworks 2017 benchmark consists of nine graphics and two CPU tests. The 

graphics tests use three Solidworks view settings -- RealView, ambient occlusion, and shadows -- in 

combination with shaded and shaded-with-edges display styles. The CPU tests perform tessellation and 

PhotoView360 rendering. Ten models are included in the benchmark, with the largest comprising 4.75-

million triangles. 

The benchmark features order-independent transparency (OIT), a methodology for quickly displaying 

transparency, and full-scene anti-aliasing (FSAA) for higher-quality visuals. It can be run with either 

default anti-aliasing (edges/sketches only) or with FSAA. Individual scores are generated for each test 

and composite scores are computed for graphics and CPU performance. 

"The new benchmark is a powerful tool for anyone interested in determining performance characteristics 

for systems running Solidworks 2017," says Trey Morton, SPECapc chair. "Vendors can use the 

software to optimize performance for systems running Solidworks 2017 and users can use it to make 

better-informed decisions when buying and configuring workstations." 

Available now for downloading 

The SPECapc for Solidworks 2017 benchmark is available for immediate download on the SPEC 

website (www.spec.org/gwpg) under a two-tiered pricing structure: free for the user community and 

$2,500 for sellers of computers and computer-related products. SPEC/GWPG members receive 

benchmark licenses as a membership benefit. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Viewpoint Launches Construction Management System to Extend Office, Team and Field 

Collaboration 

14 August 2018 

Viewpoint, a Trimble Company and construction management software leader, today announced the 

next generation in construction cloud productivity with the launch of ViewpointOne™. 
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Unlike software that solves a single need for customers, ViewpointOne provides construction companies 

with Viewpoint’s integrated software suite to connect office workers with project teams and field 

operations. Hosted in the cloud, ViewpointOne combines Viewpoint’s leading construction enterprise 

resource planning (ERP) offerings with its Team and Field products, giving customers an integrated and 

flexible system for managing operations, improving productivity and enabling better decision making. 

Developed by working closely with existing customers, ViewpointOne increases the functionality and 

scalability of a contractor’s software investment by allowing contractors to build their own software 

bundles based on specific needs for individual end users. Delivering the right solution for the right 

person, both inside and outside of a contractors’ organization, enables the flow of trusted data and 

information in context and encourages technology adoption and real-time information sharing across 

project teams. 

“The construction industry’s technology needs continue to evolve as solutions are added to solve 

specific problems, however those solutions don’t often integrate so information becomes siloed and 

inaccurate as a result,” said Viewpoint CEO Manolis Kotzabasakis. “ViewpointOne solves that problem 

by enabling shared data across the company and project teams. Our extensive and integrated software 

suite allows contractors to choose the right solution, at the right time for the right people – whether 

within the organization or a member of the broader project team.” 
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