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CIMdata News 

CIMdata A&D Action Group Featured on Aras Blog 

20 September 2018 

From the Aras blog: 

"As the aerospace industry continues to change, it’s reached an inflection point where the openness and 

upgradability of IT systems – particularly PLM – have taken on far greater importance. 

 

Open data access, tool interoperability, and connectivity among systems are all now recognized as 

critical PLM priorities to enable next generation design, cross-discipline engineering and supplier 

collaboration processes. 

 

In fact, openness is a necessary prerequisite for most 21st century strategic imperatives including 

Industry 4.0 / smart factory, IoT, Digital Twin, Machine Learning, and more. Without full and open 

access to data these initiatives will be ineffective at best… and potentially not possible / won’t work. 

 

When you factor in the additional challenges of the obsolescence of aging PDM/PLM systems and an 

inability to upgrade and you’re looking at foundational barriers to digital transformation. 

 

That’s why most of the world’s aerospace OEMs, including Airbus, Boeing, Bombardier, Dassault 

Aviation, Embraer, GE Aviation, Gulfstream, Rolls-Royce, SAFRAN, and others, have banded together 

to form the Aerospace & Defense PLM Action Group (A&D PAG). Facilitated by CIMdata, the A&D 

PAG is a 'who’s who' of global aerospace providers all collaborating..." 

 

To read the rest of the blog post, please visit: http://community.aras.com/en/whats-the-ad-plm-action-

group-and-why-should-anyone-care/ 

Click here to return to Contents 
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CIMdata Brings the PLM Industry’s Premier Education Program to Silicon Valley 

25 September 2018 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic consulting and research firm, will bring its highly 

acclaimed Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) Certificate Program to Santa Clara, California from 

December 3-7. The program is recognized as the PLM industry’s most comprehensive solution-agnostic 

education offering. 

The three- or five-day program prepares PLM professionals to successfully address the challenges 

commonly faced in PLM strategy development and implementation. The assessment-based certificate 

program includes a personalized classroom experience, individual and team-based exercises, and 

individual evaluations of achievement. The program is facilitated by a team of CIMdata experts. Upon 

successful completion of the program, participants receive a CIMdata PLM Certificate and are invited to 

join CIMdata’s global PLM Leadership community. 

The program is built on CIMdata’s over 35 years of experience guiding industrial companies in 

successfully defining and implementing best-in-class PLM strategies and tactics. The program is 

appropriate for industrial companies that are considering PLM or are already implementing PLM, and to 

PLM solution providers.  

CIMdata’s one-day Executive Short Course and two-day PLM Fundamentals for Solution Providers 

Short Course will also be available at this time. 

For more information on CIMdata’s PLM Certificate Program visit our website at 

http://www.cimdata.com/en/education/plm-certificate-program. 

 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize 

an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered 

world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods on PLM solutions. These solutions 

incorporate both business processes and a wide-ranging set of PLM-enabling technologies. 

CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and providers of technologies and services seeking 

competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, 

provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The 

company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences 

worldwide. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia-

Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website at www.CIMdata.com, follow us on 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews, or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann 

Arbor, MI 48108, USA, Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV 

Weert, The Netherlands, Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Acquisitions 

ABB completes acquisition of intrion 

20 September 2018 

ABB announced it has completed its acquisition of intrion, a privately owned company headquartered in 

Huizingen, close to Brussels, with approximately 120 employees and over a decade of experience in 

logistics automation solutions and services for the logistics, food and beverage and pharmaceutical 

industries. The acquisition was announced on July 24, 2018. The two parties agreed not to disclose the 

value of the transaction. 

Distribution and fulfilment centers are increasingly turning to robotic automation solutions to improve 

their efficiency, workplace safety and scalability to meet soaring demand. According to the International 

Federation of Robotics, the market for professional service robots is expected to grow at an annual rate 

of 20 - 25 percent between 2018 and 2020. 

“We are very pleased to welcome intrion to ABB,” said Sami Atiya, President of ABB’s Robotic and 

Motion division. “This milestone acquisition into the logistics market will significantly advance ABB’s 

logistics robotics offering and ensure that our customers and system partners are well equipped for the 

growth of e-commerce and shift to mass customization that are driving ever-increasing delivery 

expectations.” 

intrion has been an ABB Authorized Value Provider since 2010, and has grown its business to become a 

well-established logistics automation solutions integrator in Benelux. It will become part of ABB’s 

Robotics and Motion division, serving as a new regional application center focusing on warehouse & 

logistics solutions for the wholesale & retail distribution, e-commerce and post and parcel markets in 

Europe. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Aras Acquires Comet Solutions to Enable Simulation at Scale Across the Product Lifecycle 

25 September 2018 

Aras today announced that it has acquired Comet Solutions, Inc., a provider of best-in-class software for 

simulation process management. Using Comet’s technology, manufacturers are able to reuse complex 

simulations in order to scale the application and use of simulation results. The addition of Comet’s 

capabilities to the Aras PLM Platform provides a way for organizations to connect simulation – and 

simulation experts – to mainstream engineering processes for traceability, access, and reuse across the 

product lifecycle. 

 

Bringing Simulation Processes Mainstream with an Open PLM Platform 

Industry experts anticipate increasing demand for simulation across the product lifecycle driven by 

product complexity, competitive pressure, and emerging opportunities with Digital Twin and IoT. To 

date, broader use of simulation has been held back by the failure of simulation process and data 

management (SPDM) tools to connect simulation users to the enterprise. 

http://bit.ly/2NTBChm
http://bit.ly/2NQ9XRP
http://bit.ly/2NlRz3w
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The acquisition of Comet Solutions is an important step on Aras’ roadmap to develop platform-based 

SPDM to support higher volume simulation for the most complex scenarios. With the addition of 

Comet’s technology, Aras closes the gap between simulation and mainstream design by providing 

simulation analysts with the means to repeat and reuse simulation while connecting their analysis to 

through-life product configuration and cross-discipline design. 

Comet’s vendor-agnostic application also mirrors Aras’ open approach by connecting with a wide array 

CAD, FEA, meshing, 0D/1D simulation tools, and in-house applications which is a requirement to 

support organizations’ heterogeneous simulation tool environments – and therefore essential for SPDM 

to work. 

Comet’s capabilities for managing mixed fidelity models, different data types, and various 

representations of the same product or assembly for simulation purposes are an important aspect for 

simulation management across systems engineering disciplines. The ability to extract intelligence from 

simulation models and results – rather than simply managing data at the file level – is also a significant 

benefit above and beyond that of other SPDM systems on the market.  

 

Flexibility and Efficiency for Simulation Experts 

Comet Solutions enables simulation experts to be more productive through creation of simulation 

processes for re-use and tool chain automation for job execution i.e., linking of simulation tools to 

perform a complex function or analysis. 

Comet’s technology provides a range of features to increase the volume and effectiveness of simulation: 

 Achieves better product simulation coverage 

 Empowers experts to rapidly conduct analysis on product variations, options, and concepts 

 Performs required calculations using pre-specified CAD and CAE software 

 Manages job execution of tool chains including job server, data extract, pull files, operations on 

cloud, high-performance computing clusters, and others 

Comet software will be available for Aras subscribers at no charge. To request Comet software or 

inquire about subscriptions, companies may submit a request here.  

 

“Extending the Digital Thread to include simulation tools and processes has emerged as a critical 

enabler for future business models. Simulation can add significant value to product development, 

manufacturing and field operations, but has not yet reached its potential due to limited connection to the 

rest of the enterprise. The addition of Comet's capabilities will allow us to bring repeatability, reusability 

and traceability to simulation across the product lifecycle.” - Rob McAveney, Chief Architect, Aras 

“Joining the Aras family turbo charges Comet’s vision to bring simulation to the enterprise. Comet's 

philosophy and approach to simulation align well with Aras' approach to PLM. We see significant 

increased value for both Comet and Aras customers.” - Malcolm Panthaki, Chief Technology Officer 

and Founder, Comet Solutions 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Procore Acquires BIManywhere to Provide Seamless Access to 3D Models in a Single Centralized 

Location 

25 September 2018 

Procore Technologies, Inc. today announced the acquisition of BIManywhere, a visual BIM 

collaboration platform for construction and facilities management. Based in Oakland, CA, 

BIManywhere was co-founded in 2012 by Peter Wu and Winson Chu. 

Through an optimized mobile app and web application, the BIManywhere platform offers an intuitive 

3D viewing engine that streamlines communication across project teams, giving everyone access to 

valuable BIM information. 

"Procore and BIManywhere share a common goal to provide seamless access to information for 

everyone who needs it on the jobsite," said Tooey Courtemanche, founder and CEO, Procore. "What 

we're seeing with most large construction projects utilizing BIM today is that the model plays an 

enormous role in the construction process by providing a central location for critical project information. 

We're excited for the opportunity the BIManywhere product and team brings to Procore users and the 

wider construction community." 

"Joining Procore is an exciting milestone for our company and the work we've already done in the BIM 

space. We're all looking forward to working with the Procore R&D team to help further the impact of 

BIM within the construction industry and create greater access to information," said BIManywhere co-

founder, Peter Wu. 

Both co-founders and all BIManywhere employees will join Procore working on the R&D team. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Company News 

Alibaba and SAP Deepen Global Partnership to Accelerate Intelligent Enterprises in China 

19 September 2018 

Alibaba Group Holding Ltd. and SAP SE today announced plans to offer SAP S/4HANA 

Cloud and SAP Cloud Platform on Alibaba Cloud’s infrastructure as a service (IaaS) in China to help 

customers transition to the cloud and build intelligent enterprises. 

Alibaba CEO Daniel Zhang and SAP CEO Bill McDermott outlined the expanded relationship today at 

the Computing Conference 2018 of Alibaba Group being held in Hangzhou, China. 

Alibaba and SAP joined forces two years ago to deliver enterprise cloud solutions in China through 

Alibaba Cloud, the cloud computing arm of Alibaba Group, to help customers adapt to fast-changing 

market demands. Beginning today, the two companies will collaborate, co-innovate and jointly go to 

market to offer SAP S/4HANA Cloud, the digital cloud suite of choice to run a successful business in 

the cloud. Alibaba Cloud’s customers will also be able to deploy SAP Cloud Platform to extend their 

current business solutions, build new applications and integrate third-party technologies. 

“China has been SAP’s second home for more than two decades,” said SAP Chief Executive Officer Bill 

McDermott. “Alibaba and SAP’s growing partnership expands our ability to empower digital China by 

https://www.procore.com/
http://www.sap.com/
https://news.sap.com/tags/sap-s4hana-cloud/
https://news.sap.com/tags/sap-s4hana-cloud/
https://cloudplatform.sap.com/index.html
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building intelligent enterprises. SAP embraces the China Dream as we prepare for substantial expansion 

here in the years ahead.” 

“We are pleased our partnership with SAP reached new heights today,” said Daniel Zhang, chief 

executive officer, Alibaba Group. “The availability of SAP’s globally renowned ERP system [SAP] 

S/4HANA Cloud on Alibaba Cloud is yet another milestone in our globalization strategy, and exemplary 

of our mission to make it easy to do business anywhere. We have formed a close collaboration with SAP 

in the past, and it is exciting for us to expand our partnership.” 

“The entrepreneurs who believe and embrace the future, and who can leverage new thinking, new 

concepts and new technologies will be future winners,” said Jack Ma, executive chairman, Alibaba 

Group. 

SAP S/4HANA Cloud brings intelligence to the enterprise with its AI-powered automation and 

predictive analytics, hands-free conversational UX and next-generation business processes. With SAP 

S/4HANA Cloud, companies can migrate core business processes at a lower cost, experience faster 

deployment and innovation cycles and see shortened time to value. A growing number of businesses in 

China are adopting SAP S/4HANA Cloud. 

SAP Cloud Platform is an open platform as a service (PaaS) that provides a unique in-memory database 

and a set of technology and business services for building, extending and connecting enterprise 

applications. As an open and agile application and integration platform, SAP Cloud Platform enables 

customers to transform and rapidly develop new applications and cutting-edge technologies as well as 

personalize and customize existing ones. 

Established in 2009, Alibaba Cloud is China’s largest provider of public cloud services and according to 

Gartner Inc., the company is also among the world’s top three IaaS providers. The partnership extends 

the global reach of SAP S/4HANA Cloud and SAP Cloud Platform to all top public clouds. 

As part of the agreement, SAP will continue to employ Alibaba Cloud’s technology, and Alibaba will 

adopt SAP S/4HANA software to drive its own innovation and new business model. 

Alibaba and SAP will explore further collaboration in areas around artificial intelligence, the Internet of 

Things, New Retail and New Manufacturing, all of which are new initiatives by Alibaba Group. The 

collaboration is expected to offer solutions that will drive further development in the area of digital 

transformation and maximize value to customers. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Applied Software and TriBuild Announce Collaboration to Extend MEP Workflows in 

CAD/Fabrication and Field Solutions 

27 September 2018 

Applied Software today announced its partnership with TriBuild, a provider of advanced field and office 

technology solutions for all phases of the construction project lifecycle. In combination with the newly 

announced Applied Software sister company, eVolve Software, this partnership to collaborate in the 

MEP construction market will further the goal of transforming workarounds into true workflows. 

TriBuild is focused on helping MEP and fire protection contractors better manage projects to increase 

speed, improve accuracy and decrease costs in the global commercial construction industry. The 

http://www.asti.com/
https://www.tribuildinc.com/
http://www.evolvemep.com/
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TriBuild Field Solutions Division is distributing a full line of robotic total stations, 3D laser scanning, 

field software and services to enable significant field productivity in the mechanical and electrical 

trades. 

eVolve is a revolutionary new product leader in the MEP industry with a software solution built with the 

contractor in mind for better efficiency, while Applied Software offers MEP industry-expert consultants 

to help bridge the technology divide and tailor workflows. Together, the three companies deliver a 

streamlined, comprehensive solution to the MEP construction market. 

"The partnership between TriBuild, eVolve and Applied Software is another exciting step in our mission 

of believing in the contractor and providing the tools necessary for success," said Richard Burroughs, 

president of Applied Software. "Applied Software believes in making the best resources available to our 

clients and this partnership is a further commitment to that end." 

"It's clear to us that most of the positioning industry is focused on the hardware of their systems and 

what technical performance that system provides," said Brad Couper, president of TriBuild. "While we 

are representing industry-leading systems from Topcon Positioning Systems, we see our role more 

broadly as helping our clients derive real productivity benefits associated with improving their workflow 

from office to field. The relationship we have established with Applied Software and eVolve allows us 

to deliver on the promise of improved data flows." 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

AVEVA Announces Technology Partnership with Canon to Deliver Smart Manufacturing 

24 September 2018 

AVEVA has signed a technology partnership agreement with Canon Inc. to enable the development of 

new visualisation solutions for factory automation. By combining AVEVA’s industrial automation and 

information management capabilities with Canon’s imaging technology, the two companies can develop 

new solutions to facilitate Smart Manufacturing operations. 

“Canon aims to realise smart factories, innovative facilities in which production equipment and 

machinery are connected to a network, with plans to provide a wide range of system solutions that 

accelerate the automation of factories and improve productivity through the Canon Industrial Imaging 

Platform,” said Hiroo Edakubo, Deputy Chief Executive of Image Solutions Business Operations, 

Canon Inc. “We chose AVEVA as our partner based on the strength of its industrial portfolio, and we 

will work together to bring these solutions to market in the near future.” 

“Innovation is a critical factor in the digital transformation being undertaken today by industrial 

companies,” said Evgeny Fedotov, Regional Executive Vice President - Asia Pacific at AVEVA. “This 

focus is why AVEVA actively collaborates with our partner ecosystem to accelerate innovation, reduce 

time-to-market and maximises value for our customers. Our partnership with Canon unlocks new, 

innovative solutions for our customers to help better achieve their Smart Manufacturing strategies.” 

Click here to return to Contents 
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BobCAD-CAM Partnering with GZERO CNC 

26 September 2018 

BobCAD-CAM software and GZERO CNC have aligned for a new partnership, further catering to the 

manufacturing solutions of tomorrow. 

GZERO CNC’s technical staff has been working for more than 35 years on CNC machines. It develops 

punctual solutions to the most diverse machining problems and shares its knowledge for the productive 

benefit of its customers. Coupled with BobCAD’s outstanding CAD-CAM software, support and 

training, the partnership is creating manufacturing solutions for shops around the world. 

Alex Cole, Director of Partner Products & Technical Services at BobCAD-CAM, had this to say about 

the partnership with GZERO, “In an effort to expand our international reach, we added GZERO CNC to 

our partner network to effectively meet the needs of our Brazilian customer base to provide local 

support, sales and training.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

DeSL Expands San Francisco Office 

20 September 2018 

DeSL makes plans to expand its San Francisco location for the second time in one year. DeSL will be 

effectively relocated on October 1, 2018. The more accommodating office will be one block away from 

the previous office due to the quintessential location in Petaluma, California. 

The move stems from DeSL’s steady growth in the last year. Efforts to strengthen the Marketing 

department brought forth new hires requiring more space in the office. DeSL is confident the new 

Marketing department will positively impact external growth. 

“The decision to expand our presence in the San Francisco area was a logical step in our strategy,” 

Julian Mussi, Vice President of Business Solutions for DeSL stated. “Along with the ability to service 

our current and future clients, the San Francisco area is rich with talent providing the opportunity to 

further expand staffing and capabilities in our software engineering, professional services, and customer 

support departments.” 

Discover e-Solutions Ltd. (DeSL) provides Product Lifecycle Management software and Color 

Lifecycle Management solutions for the fashion, apparel, footwear, accessories, and textile sectors. 

DeSL’s other locations include the corporate headquarters in Cardiff, United Kingdom and New York 

City, New York. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Fieldbit Selected to Participate in Siemens Dynamo Commercialization Program for Innovative 

Technologies 

26 September 2018 

Fieldbit has been selected to participate in the Siemens AG startup commercialization program, known 

https://bobcad.com/bobcad-cam-partnering-with-gzero-cnc/
https://www.fieldbit.net/


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 10 

as Siemens Dynamo. The program's mission is to seek disruptive technologies from innovative 

companies that can provide value to the Siemens ecosystem. Following a stringent evaluation process, 

each selected company is matched to a relevant unit of Siemens, and a hand-tailored work plan is 

defined to achieve mutual business goals. 

Fieldbit offers a real-time AR-based collaboration and knowledge capture platform for field services. 

Using Fieldbit software, service organizations can provide technicians with visual instructions and 

access to crucial information, including IoT data, exactly when it is needed and in the most precise and 

context-sensitive way. In addition, Fieldbit helps organizations preserve the practical field services 

knowledge of their workforce by organically capturing the knowledge created during the service 

process. 

"Siemens is constantly looking for promising companies and new technologies with potential added 

value to Siemens and its customers," says Ran Livnat, an Innovation Partner at Siemens Dynamo. 

 "Fieldbit can complement our PLM offering, especially in providing the last-mile solution for field 

technicians. We were impressed with Fieldbit's proven record of creating value for enterprise customers 

in a relatively short time."   

Under the scope of the cooperation agreement, Siemens and Fieldbit will jointly evaluate the 

possibilities for integration of Fieldbit's software with Siemens' Service Lifecycle Management (SLM) 

offering. In addition, Siemens and Fieldbit will explore potential integration between Fieldbit's Cosmic 

product and Siemens' Industrial IoT platform - MindSphere.   

"We are proud to be selected by Siemens and look forward to the opportunity of working together to 

introduce Fieldbit's Augmented Reality (AR) field services technology to Siemens business units, 

customers and partners," said Evyatar Meiron, Fieldbit CEO. "Field service organizations worldwide are 

using our software to improve onsite technician productivity, connect end-users to problem resolution 

cycle and reduce operational costs. Working together with Siemens, we will be able to close the loop 

between the engineering and field service organizations, generating unique added value for both." 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Gerber & IIGM host technology conferences in India 

27 September 2018 

Gerber Technology and its onsite distribution partner, IIGM, recently hosted full day conferences at 

New Delhi and Bangalore, revolving around Gerber’s message ‘Embrace Your Digital Reality’. The 

events displayed integrated automation technology solutions to Indian fashion firms, apparel 

manufacturers, and sourcing managers from garment segments.  

 

Almost 100 decision makers from approximately 55 companies attended for the opportunity of live 

introduction on how to optimise production planning for utmost efficiency and material yield.  

“To keep up with fierce competition and to stay on top of the game innovative tools, integrated 

processes, and reliable tech-and service partners are the pre-requisite,” Michael Lock, director global 

business development, Gerber Technology said.  

 

“With its version 7 YuniquePLM is also available as a software subscription in the cloud. “Furthermore 

Gerber is the only PLM provider that offers a free online trial without any commitment or heavy setup 

https://www.fieldbit.net/
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and installation,” Lock said.  

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Introducing the Finalists for the AEC Excellence Awards 2018  

21 September 2018 

Autodesk, along with co-sponsors Construction Dive, HP, and Smart Cities Dive, is proud to announce 

the AEC Excellence Awards 2018 finalists.  Now in its sixth year, the AEC Excellence 

Awards showcases global projects that have embraced Connected BIM and emerging technologies 

like generative design and industrialized construction. 

The categories of Infrastructure Design, Building Design, and Construction recognize small, medium, 

and large size projects. Debuting this year, the new “Innovator of the Year” award recognizes a person 

who is transforming the design and construction industry through the use of technology, collaboration, 

evangelism, and innovation.    

It was a tough job for the independent, global panel of judges to evaluate all 256 submissions (196 

project entries and 60 Innovator of the Year entries) and narrow down to the “best-of- the-best” finalists. 

Entries came from 32 countries, with China having the highest number of overall submissions, followed 

by the U.S. and France.  

“This year’s finalists are exemplary in infrastructure design, building design, and construction projects, 

no matter the size,” said Nicolas Mangon, Vice President AEC Business Strategy and Marketing at 

Autodesk. “We are thrilled with the breadth and depth of these finalists and seeing how emerging 

technology for collaboration, prefabrication, and design automation is transforming the way AEC works. 

These finalists represent how the AEC industry is not only embracing the future of making but are 

making it happen now.”  

The unveiling of the competition’s winners will take place at Autodesk University 2018 in Las Vegas on 

November 13 during the AEC Customer Showcase Celebration breakfast. During this event, winners 

will be celebrated for their achievements on innovative projects. Awards will be presented alongside 

special guest presentations from industry experts and thought leaders. Anyone attending Autodesk 

University is welcome to attend this event, but advance registration is required.  

Check out the full rundown at: aecexcellence.com. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Progress Makers Awards Recognize Outstanding Digital Transformations at Inforum 

25 September 2018 

Infor announced the winners of the 2018 Infor Progress Makers Awards at the company's annual user 

conference, Inforum, in Washington, DC. These awards recognize customers who drive innovation and 

showcase exceptional results in business performance and transformation using Infor products and 

services. 

A panel of Infor solution and industry experts evaluated each nomination and selected winners based on 

http://www.aecexcellence.com/
http://www.aecexcellence.com/
http://www.aecexcellence.com/
https://www.autodesk.com/solutions/bim/hub/how-connected-bim-will-shape-future-of-aec-industry
https://www.autodesk.com/redshift/generative-design-architecture/
https://www.autodesk.com/redshift/leapfrog-technology/
https://adsknews.autodesk.com/news/world-renowned-judges-announced-aec-excellence-awards-2018
http://au.autodesk.com/
https://www.aecexcellence.com/
http://www.infor.com/
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scope and depth of performance improvement, quantifiable business benefits, customer focus and 

satisfaction, and technology use and innovation. 

"At Infor, our customers are at the heart of everything we do – we work with customers to meet their 

needs and deliver maximum value,” said Susan Beal, Infor’s Chief Customer Officer. “Each year the 

Progress Makers Awards provide us an opportunity to recognize the outstanding achievements of our 

customers, and to highlight the innovative ways Infor helps drive progress around the world.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

SAP Named a Predictive Analytics Leader in 2018 Market Study 

27 September 2018 

SAP announced that SAP Predictive Analytics software has been ranked in the top three solutions in a 

field of industry peers. 

The report ranks vendors on a variety of core advanced and predictive features, data preparation, 

usability, scalability and integration. Vendors must achieve a minimum score based on those features to 

qualify for the study — and SAP ranked as a top vendor among the evaluated participants. 

SAP Predictive Analytics software helps users create, deploy and maintain thousands of predictive 

models, helping to anticipate future behavior and outcomes and guide better, more profitable decision-

making across the Intelligent Enterprise. 

“The SAP Analytics portfolio helps users better understand their business and plan and anticipate the 

future so that they can make better decisions faster and with more confidence,” said Gerrit Kazmaier, 

senior vice president and head of development for Database and Data Management and Analytics, SAP. 

“Predictive technology is a key part of our strategy for advanced analytics, allowing customers to build 

custom predictive models as well as augmenting and automating analytics workflows for every user.” 

SAP recently announced the SAP Analytics Cloud solution is now available with new machine learning 

features to uncover correlations in an organization’s data and help users make faster, more confident 

decisions. 

To learn more, visit the SAP Predictive Analytics area of sap.com. Visit the SAP News Center. Follow 

SAP on Twitter at @sapnews. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Siemens intensifies collaboration with SME to implement Industry 4.0 

12 September 2018 

For the implementation of Industry 4.0, Siemens is relying on even more intensive collaboration with 

small to medium-sized companies. "Small to medium-sized enterprises are the backbone of the German 

economy. That's why the digital transformation of small and medium-sized companies is essential for 

the future viability of Germany as a business location," explained Klaus Helmrich, Managing Board 

Member of Siemens AG, at the "Forum Deutscher Mittelstand" (German SME Forum) in Stuttgart. 

"This requires increased collaboration between companies of different sizes - from start-ups to medium-

https://news.sap.com/2018/09/sap-analytics-cloud-business-users-fast-confident-decisions/
https://www.sap.com/products/predictive-analytics.html
https://news.sap.com/
http://twitter.com/sapnews/
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sized companies to large corporations". During the conference, representatives of numerous well-known 

German companies from the machine and plant manufacturing industry, discussed strategies to ensure 

the future viability of small and medium-sized businesses. 

According to Helmrich, "the successful digital transformation of small to medium-sized businesses 

requires strategic decisions by top management on two levels. They need to align their portfolio with 

Industry 4.0 and further develop their internal processes. This also includes training and further 

education for employees." For example, companies should offer new solutions, digital services and 

business models, such as "pay per use" models for the sale of machinery and plant. In addition, 

innovative technologies such as cloud applications, additive manufacturing, flexible handling systems or 

artificial intelligence must be used. Integrated industrial security measures are essential to increase 

confidence in IT technologies and minimize cyber risks. 

The technical prerequisites for digital transformation are, for example, now in place thanks to the 

Siemens Digital Enterprise portfolio. Companies of any size and industry can benefit from this with 

manageable, gradually increasing investment costs. As a result, they can already achieve greater 

flexibility, shorter time-to-market, increased efficiency and enhanced quality today. According to 

Siemens, there are concrete examples of customer applications which demonstrate that products, plant 

and machinery can be developed in up to 30 percent less time. Production efficiency and productivity 

can be increased by up to a quarter. 

One already available platform for digital solutions is MindSphere – the open, cloud-based IoT 

operating system from Siemens - which helps companies to gain a competitive edge by using data 

analysis. Users can implement MindSphere with minimal investment and scale it according to their 

requirements. In this context, Helmrich cited the user organization "MindSphere World", founded in 

January 2018 and currently comprising more than 50 members (in Germany and Italy), as an example of 

new forms of cooperation. Its goal is to expand the ecosystem around MindSphere worldwide. The 

association supports the individual members in developing and optimizing IoT solutions on MindSphere 

as well as opening up new markets in the digital economy. 

"MindSphere World is exemplary for new forms of cooperation between companies of different sizes 

and industries as well as start-ups and research institutions," according to Klaus Helmrich. "I'm 

convinced that this kind of collaboration is the key to the success of Industry 4.0." 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Tacton Opens in Japan to Meet Demand amid Industry 4.0 Revolution 

14 September 2018 

Tacton announced today the establishment of a new office in Tokyo this month. The new office marks a 

deepened level of commitment to the Asian market. It also enables Tacton to better support Japanese 

customers during the digital transformation and evolution towards Industry 4.0.  

With over 20 years of experience in the CPQ software industry, Tacton has been working closely since 

2010 with several partners in Japan and about 30 manufacturing customers like Toshiba Mitsubishi-

Electric Industrial Systems Corporation and RYOBI MHI Graphic Technology Ltd. The reseller partners 

include Exa Corporation, NTT data MHI information Systems, Kozo Keikaku Engineering, Toshiba 

Digital Solution and the service partner Mitsubishi Research Institute (MRI).  
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With offices already established in Sweden, Germany, USA, and Poland, Tacton will now expand its 

global reach with a new office in Japan. Situated in the Ginza district of Tokyo, the new office will serve 

Tacton’s partners and clients in Japan. The wholly owned subsidiary will also enable Tacton to better 

serve growing demand for its CPQ and smart manufacturing solutions within Asia at large.  

"We look forward to establishing closer working relationships with our Japanese partners,” says 

Frederic Laziou, CEO of Tacton Systems. “Japan is one of the world’s most successful manufacturing 

countries, having invented the lean manufacturing philosophy Kaizen. The next step is smart 

manufacturing. Tacton is ideally positioned to meet this demand and take customers to the forefront of 

Industry 4.0.”  

The new office will bring Japanese customers even closer to Tacton’s advanced products, including 

engineered-to-order solutions, which are very much in demand. 

“Traditionally Japanese manufacturers have been ETO (Engineer-To-Order) oriented,” says Haruko 

Kato, Regional Channel Manager of Japan, Tacton Systems. “With Tacton, manufacturers can accelerate 

their digitalization and automation in both the design and order process corresponding to their 

customers' needs, while increasing speed and reducing the cost during global expansion.” 

 Click here to return to Contents 

 

Tech Mahindra and the Global Climate Action Summit (GCAS) Launch the World’s First Artificial 

Intelligence Challenge to Combat Climate Change 

13 September 2018 

Tech Mahindra announced its partnership with the Global Climate Action Summit (GCAS) to launch 

AI4Action, the first global Artificial Intelligence (AI) challenge aimed at delivering solutions for climate 

change. 

The competition will challenge students from schools and colleges, universities and corporates in four 

major cities – San Francisco, New York, London and New Delhi – to come up with creative, AI-

powered applications over the next year that will help to tackle climate issues impacting the 

environment. Tech Mahindra and GCAS will select ten finalists that can demonstrate tangible solutions 

for climate action. The overall winner must present an actionable idea that can be transformed into a 

real-world solution in time for the United Nations Climate Summit in 2019. 

“This challenge mobilizes some of the brightest minds, utilizing the most advanced technology, to 

imagine – and pursue – solutions to the climate crisis that do not even exist today,” said Governor 

Edmund G. Brown Jr. 

Anand Mahindra, Chairman, Mahindra Group, said, “The world has a historic opportunity to reboot 

future development with de-carbonised, climate compliant technologies. AI will be a powerful new tool 

in the fight against climate change and the more businesses that get behind this technology, the faster we 

can all transition to a cleaner, more energy efficient economy. Tech Mahindra’s AI4Action initiative 

along with the global partners is a step in the right direction.” 

Tech Mahindra will supply an open source AI platform, Acumos, co-developed with AT&T and hosted 

by the Linux Foundation, that will allow AI4Action participants to build, share and deploy their AI-

driven models for tackling climate change. Acumos will provide a collaborative marketplace for 
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accessing, using and enhancing AI models and software. Developers and businesses will be able to use 

the platform to string together individual applications to create complex and sophisticated AI services. 

Linux Foudation Executive Director, Jim Zemlin, said, “The potential uses for AI are limitless, and 

taking advantage of this rapidly advancing technology to address climate change – an issue that affects 

us all – is the best use case I can envision. The Linux Foundation is proud to support this important 

initiative. We are thrilled to see the Acumos AI project leveraged for such a positive purpose through the 

AI4Action challenge.” 

CP Gurnani, Chief Executive Officer and Managing Director of Tech Mahindra, said, “At Tech 

Mahindra we are committed to leveraging next gen technologies like Artificial Intelligence that will 

enable a sustainable society and environment. Our goal with AI4Action is to leverage the latest in 

artificial intelligence technology to combat climate change, one of the most pressing issues of our time. 

We are excited to collaborate with our partners and create the first ever global ‘AI for Action’ 

movement.” 

This announcement comes at the back of Tech Mahindra’s commitment to create a sustainable future 

and mitigate the impact of climate change by harnessing next gen technologies like Artificial 

Intelligence. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Events News 

DVCon Europe 2018 Announces Keynote Speakers Philippe Magarshack of ST Microelectronics and 

Stefan Jockusch of Siemens PLM Software  

26 September 2018 

The Design and Verification Conference (DVCon) Europe 2018, taking place in Munich, Germany on 

October 24th and 25th, 2018 has announced two keynote speakers. Dr. Stefan Jockusch, the vice 

president of strategy at Siemens PLM Software, Inc. will deliver a speech entitled “Driving 

Digitalization With A Boundary Free Innovation Platform.” Philippe Magarshack, group vice president 

of the MDG Group at ST Microelectronics will present “Accelerating IoT Device Development – from 

Silicon to Developer Tools.” Both keynote speeches are synonymous with a rich conference program 

centered around the application of design and verification methodologies and standards and address 

emerging topics such as Machine Learning, Automotive Safety and Security, and the Internet of Things. 

“This year’s DVCon Europe introduces a variety of exciting, innovative topics of great interest to the 

European design and verification community, including functional safety, virtual prototyping, machine 

learning, portable stimulus, RISC-V and many more,” noted Martin Barnasconi, DVCon Europe 2018 

general chair. “We’ve created a strong technical program, which will be complemented with two 

fantastic keynotes presented by Stefan Jockusch and Philippe Magarshack, two well-known players in 

the European electronics community in driving innovation and leading edge technologies across our 

continent.” 

Dr. Jockusch’s keynote, “Driving Digitalization With A Boundary Free Innovation Platform” will be on 

October 24th, the first day of the conference.  We are witnessing a radical change of the way products 

are created, produced, and utilized. As a consequence of continuing digitalization, leading technology 

https://dvcon-europe.org/
https://dvcon-europe.org/content/event-details?id=234-20
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companies are pursuing the idea of a complete, high fidelity “digital twin” that makes the boundaries 

between the design process of mechanical parts, electronics, embedded software, sensors and specialized 

IC and sensor technology disappear. The talk will discuss how this digital twin is affecting autonomous 

driving, additive manufacturing, IoT technology and many other applications. 

On October 25th Mr. Magarshack will deliver the second conference keynote address, “Accelerating IoT 

Device Development – from Silicon to Developer Tools.”  The Internet of Things is accelerating thanks 

to the broad availability of affordable building blocks for IoT devices combined with ubiquitous wireless 

connectivity, cloud computing and artificial intelligence. The development of IoT SoCs pose a number 

of challenges for chipmakers in order to enable successful first silicon and fast bring-up. This talk 

addresses these topics as well as some of the perspectives for IoT applications. 

Registration is now open for DVCon Europe 2018. The conference’s focus on practical applications of 

the latest design and verification techniques employed on electronic semiconductors and systems has 

assured its position as the premier event for electronic design and verification engineers. It attracts many 

hundreds of industry stakeholders who come to learn about new methodologies, tools, standards and 

techniques that further their organization’s opportunities for innovation. 

The conference program offers a broad and extensive range of tutorials, papers, panels, and keynote 

speeches. The event also includes an exhibition, receptions and other opportunities for industry 

networking and interaction. With the addition of a fourth track, the program covers: 

 System Level Design and Software Driven Verification 

 Advanced Verification & Validation 

 Functional Safety and Machine Learning Applications 

 IP Reuse and Design Automation 

 Analog and Mixed-Signal Design & Verification 

 Open Source Processor and IP Methodologies 

This year’s conference is co-located with the third SystemC Evolution Day, a full day technical 

workshop on the SystemC standard and ecosystem, to be held on October 23rd, 2018. In several in-

depth sessions, selected current and future standardization topics around SystemC will be discussed in 

order to accelerate their progress for inclusion in future Accellera/IEEE standards. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Minerva is official sponsor of ACE Europe 2018 

25 September 2018 

Europe’s largest Aras implementation partner, Minerva Group, today announced that it is official 

sponsor at the ACE Europe 2018 conference to be held on November 6-7 at the Grand Elysee in 

Hamburg, Germany. 

Aarhus, Denmark – September 25, 2018 – Minerva Group, a leading provider of PLM services, 

productivity tools, integrations and complete industry solutions for the Aras Innovator PLM platform, 

today announced that the company is official sponsor at the ACE Europe 2018 conference that will be 

https://dvcon-europe.org/content/event-details?id=234-21
https://dvcon-europe.org/registration/rates
https://dvcon-europe.org/agenda/2018-10-24
http://www.accellera.org/news/events/systemc-evolution-day-2018
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held November 6st and 7th in Hamburg. 

The conference is the premier event in Europe that connects the most innovative product development, 

IT and manufacturing teams from the Automotive, Aerospace & Defense, High Tech Electronics, 

Industrial and Medical Device Manufacturing to shape the future of Product Life Cycle Management. 

ACE Europe 2018 brings together industry and technology leaders to connect and collaborate on 

strategies to address the growing complexity in global product development, systems engineering, 

manufacturing, quality and supply chain. 

With its community-based format, the ACE global series offers an open learning environment for 

everyone, from companies expanding Aras, to businesses that are just starting a PLM initiative or 

replacing a legacy PLM or PDM system. 

For more details, visit: www.minerva-plm.com/news 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

PROS to Present at Grace Hopper Conference 

25 September 2018 

PROS® today announced its participation in the Grace Hopper Conference for Women in Computing. 

Scheduled for Sept. 26-28 in Houston at the George R. Brown Convention Center.  The conference 

gathers female technologists to discuss career opportunities, industry trailblazers, and professional 

development. 

“PROS has always worked to be a place where women in technology can thrive, follow their passions, 

and make an impact worldwide,” said PROS President and CEO Andres Reiner. “This is the largest 

group of speakers we’ve had from PROS represented at Grace Hopper, including a number from 

BLAZE, the PROS women’s network, and we could not be prouder to support the conference’s 

mission.” 

“Conference attendees can meet with PROS’ speakers and BLAZE members at a reception hosted by 

PROS to learn more about the company, our culture and their experiences working for Houston’s largest 

publicly traded technology company,” stated Reiner. 

Five PROS representatives are set to deliver presentations or moderate panels at the conference: 

 Jennifer Plummer, Manager, Product Development, will moderate a panel titled, “Architect: A 

Great Career or the Greatest Career?” Architects can influence application development and how 

software engineers transition into technical leaders. Women architects will be introduced in this 

panel and share their experiences with the audience. 

 Eunice Yang, User Experience Researcher, Kieu Tran, User Experience Designer, and Daniel 

Rutledge, Senior Software Engineer, will join forces to speak at, “So Many Features, So Little 

Time.” In this workshop, the trio will help participants understand project management and what 

it is like to be part of a software product team. Attendees will learn about balancing resources, 

juggling customer demands, delivering products in a timely manner, and creating contingency 

plans for overcoming unexpected obstacles. 

 Deepthi Venkatachalam, Quality Engineer Lead, will deliver a Mentoring Circle session titled, 

https://minerva-plm.com/news/posts/2018/september/minerva-is-official-sponsor-of-ace-europe-2018/
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pros.com%2F&esheet=51871906&newsitemid=20180925005187&lan=en-US&anchor=PROS&index=1&md5=35532c7e9d746c5c588b821d65d593ff
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pros.com%2Fabout-pros%2Fleadership-team%2F&esheet=51871906&newsitemid=20180925005187&lan=en-US&anchor=Andres+Reiner&index=2&md5=1061feab935933a868199b9f88366df9
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“Eat. Sleep. Test. Repeat: Software Testing as an Enticing Career Option.” The session will take 

a deeper dive into a question Computer Science graduates often face: Do you prefer a testing role 

or a development role? Venkatachalam will discuss how to best answer that question from the 

perspective of a Test Engineer. 

In conjunction with the event, BLAZE and Pride@PROS, PROS LGBTQIA+ employee resource group, 

will jointly host a networking reception on Thursday, Sept. 27, from 4:30 – 6:30 P.M. at MKT Bar in 

downtown Houston.  

Click here to return to Contents 

 

PROS Speaking at Microsoft Envision on Driving Value from Artificial Intelligence 

21 September 2018 

PROS® announced that Chief AI Strategist, Michael Wu, Ph.D. and VP, Strategic Consulting, Ulrich 

von Beck, is presenting at Microsoft Envision. The conference, scheduled for Sept. 24-26 in Orlando, 

Fla., brings together experts in an array of industries to explore what’s possible in business 

transformation. 

Wu will lead a workshop, “How to Get Your Enterprise Ready for the AI Revolution,” which addresses 

how businesses must change and adapt to the disruption created by AI before truly realizing its tangible 

business value and benefits. Participants will gain a deeper understanding of what exactly AI entails and 

how it can best be leveraged in their company. 

Von Beck will participate in a panel focused on how to transform the sales process with AI-powered 

solutions for Configure, Price, Quote and Contract Lifecycle Management. He will discuss how PROS 

AI-powered solutions accelerate conversion of prospects to customers, empowering companies to drive 

growth and win rates while improving customer experience. 

“The promise of AI is all around us, but even innovation-savvy businesses are left wondering what 

exactly the technology can do to deliver real results and transformation,” said Wu. “Microsoft is at the 

forefront of empowering people and businesses to realize their full potential, and PROS is equally 

committed to enabling companies to achieve and exceed their goals. We look forward to offering our 

vision on how AI is moving businesses forward, while also providing actionable steps for Envision 

attendees.” 

“Microsoft Envision fosters collaboration for the brightest minds in business, offering both forward-

thinking insights and practical guidance for realizing transformation,” said Toby Richards, General 

Manager, Partner Go-To-Market & Programs at Microsoft Corp. “PROS is a 

dedicated Microsoft partner that is deeply committed to advancing innovation and delivering value for 

its customers.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

PTC, Rockwell Automation, and the NAM’s Manufacturing Institute Join Forces to Inspire the Next 

Generation on Manufacturing Day 
27 September 2018 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pros.com%2F&esheet=51870494&newsitemid=20180921005083&lan=en-US&anchor=PROS&index=1&md5=66146927e8e5dfb7683c7142165ea1cc
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PTC announced its support for the nation’s largest one-day celebration of manufacturing, Manufacturing 

Day, held this year on October 5. As the inaugural National Partner Sponsor, PTC collaborated with 

the National Association of Manufacturers’ (NAM) Manufacturing Institute and Rockwell 

Automation to create a comic book with an augmented reality (AR) experience. Using the free comic 

book and app, Manufacturing Day host companies can illustrate the technologies of modern 

manufacturing to help inspire a new generation to consider the field as an innovative and exciting career 

option. 

“With a major skills gap threatening the viability of the manufacturing industry, a new generation of 

workers is required, proficient in modern business principles and next-gen technologies like augmented 

reality (AR) and the Industrial Internet of Things (IIoT),” said Jim Heppelmann, president and CEO, 

PTC. “It is our goal to foster the adoption of these manufacturing technologies and increase the business 

use cases throughout the industry. We’re honored to partner with the NAM, and continue our 

collaboration with Rockwell Automation, on such an important initiative.” 

According to a recent report from Deloitte and the Manufacturing Institute, 80 percent of manufacturers 

currently indicate a moderate or serious shortage of qualified applicants for skilled and highly-skilled 

production positions. With the goal to inspire the next generation of manufacturing, PTC developed 

an AR-enabled comic book, powered by Vuforia, that showcases the latest technology deployed in 

leading factories. Accessible through the Smart MFG mobile app, the interactive experience provides a 

unique glimpse into a career in today’s modern factories and demonstrates that manufacturing in a 

smart, connected world is filled with technology, advanced skills, and creativity. 

“Modern manufacturing offers high-paying, high-tech jobs, but too many students, parents, and teachers 

don’t know about the opportunities for hands-on, meaningful work in our industry,” said NAM President 

and CEO Jay Timmons, who also serves as board chairman of The Manufacturing Institute. “Changing 

perceptions is critical to inspiring the next generation. By partnering with PTC and through the creation 

of the AR-enabled comic book, we are creating new ways of showing the tremendous opportunities a 

career in modern manufacturing offers.” 

As part of the partnership, PTC’s Jim Heppelmann will join Jay Timmons and the NAM Board of 

Directors today to present on digital transformation and its role in creating a favorable policy climate for 

manufacturers. The NAM Board comprises more than 200 of the nation’s top manufacturing executives, 

representing large and small companies alike across all industrial sectors. 

To learn more about this exciting partnership and Manufacturing Day events across the country, please 

visit: http://www.mfgday.com/. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

World-Class Keynotes, Customer Presentations, and Technical Seminars: Final Agenda Available for 

2018 Global Altair Technology Conference 

27 September 2018 

Altair announces the final agenda, including additional speakers, for its 2018 Global Altair Technology 

Conference, taking place at the Palais des Congrès d’Issy in Paris, France from October 16 –18. Volvo 

Cars, LG, ClassNK, and Team Tao are the latest additions to an impressive list of keynote presentations 

by Ferrari, Harvard Business School and Zaha Hadid. The world’s leading digital event will offer in-

http://www.nam.org/
http://www.rockwellautomation.com/
http://www.rockwellautomation.com/
https://www.ptc.com/en/smartmfg
https://www2.deloitte.com/us/en/pages/manufacturing/articles/boiling-point-the-skills-gap-in-us-manufacturing.html
http://www.themanufacturinginstitute.org/
https://www.ptc.com/en/smartmfg
https://www.ptc.com/en/products/augmented-reality#meet
http://www.mfgday.com/
https://www.altair.com/Default.aspx
https://altairatc.com/paris2018/
https://altairatc.com/paris2018/
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depth workshops, deep technical sessions and keynote presentations on the latest trends in Design for 3D 

printing, generative design, multi-disciplinary optimization, IoT and the digital twin, e-mobility, and 

machine learning.  

 

The 3-day event kicks off with in-depth academic and industry seminars on October 16, including a 

presentation from BMW on its award-winning i8 Roadster 3D printed bracket. On October 17, attendees 

will enjoy a full day of visionary keynote lectures from industry leaders and technical experts from 

across the world. James R. Scapa, Founder, Chairman and CEO of Altair, will discuss Altair’s vision for 

Simulation-Driven Innovation and top technical executives will showcase the very latest Altair 

technology innovations including the recently launched Altair Inspire™ platform, the release of free 

Basic Editions of its Model-Based Development suite, and the introduction of OpenMatrix™, an open-

source computational programming language. Eight technical tracks of customer presentations on 

October 18 will provide attendees the opportunity to learn about the latest technology applications, 

covering over 10 simulation topics such as electromagnetics, crash and safety, fluid dynamics, and 

model-based development.  

 

“The power of simulation to drive product design continues to accelerate each year, and the annual 

Altair Technology Conference provides an excellent way to learn about new trends, technologies and 

applications to bring innovative products to market faster,” said Jeff Brennan, Chief Marketing Officer 

of Altair. “This year's conference in Paris, our 10th annual event held in Europe, is now a truly global 

event, and with such a rich agenda, will be a landmark event for the engineering and design 

community.” 

 

Demonstrating the effective use of simulation, optimization, and HPC, the technical showcase will 

feature several stunning exhibits including a self-balancing scooter, an American football helmet, an 

airplane door developed by Sogeclair, the Shell Eco car and more solutions from Altair’s technical ally 

ecosystem. Gold sponsors of the event include Dell, Oracle, HBM Prenscia and Intel. Media sponsors 

include Automobil Industrie, Konstruktionspraxis, cad-magazine, cao.fr, Develop3D, Digital 

Engineering Magazin, AutoCad Magazin, Scientific Computing World, and JEC. The complete list of 

participating sponsors and exhibitors is available online.  

 

Register now to attend this limited seating event at http://www.altairatc.com/paris2018. 
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Implementation Investments 

Atento Signs Strategic Agreement with T-Systems on the Provision of Data Center Services in Brazil 

26 September 2018 

Atento S.A. and T-Systems today announced a strategic agreement on Atento's data center operations 

in Brazil. The agreement includes a long-term contract for T-Systems to manage Atento's data centers 

operations in Brazil for the next 10 years. The agreement is subject to regulatory and customary closing 

conditions. Financial terms of the operation have not been disclosed. 

T-Systems will ensure Atento's data center operations access to state-of-the-art technology and will 

http://www.altairatc.com/paris2018
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guarantee the highest degree of data and operational security thanks to its unique expertise and proven 

track record in the data center industry. T-Systems will also migrate 100% of Atento's data center 

operations in Brazil to the cloud contributing to the digital transformation of Atento and enabling faster 

and efficient roll out of its customer experience services and solutions. 

Dimitrius de Oliveira, Managing Director of Atento Brazil commented, "The strategic agreement with 

T-Systems is a step forward in the evolution of our Company to become a digital business process 

outsourcing solutions provider. Strengthening and outsourcing the management of our data center 

operations is a component of our strategy to focus on Atento's core business, providing our clients with 

the best customer experience solutions in today's increasing digitalized and competitive environment." 

For Rogerio Ribeiro, Atento's Chief Information Officer, "This partnership is an important step in our 

transformation journey, and it will strengthen the data centers operations that support our customer 

experience solutions business with state of the art technology and the expertise of an industry leader like 

T-Systems" 

According to Ideval Munhoz, CEO of T-Systems Brazil, "This new step in our growth strategy with 

Atento's partnership will enable T-Systems Brazil to expand its know-how and operational base to 

provide IT services to large Brazilian companies in several Industries." In addition, it is a first step into a 

partnership we expect to offer to other operations in Latin America. In general, the market is looking for 

more partner´s with strong capabilities/portfolio and competencies to run big mission critical operations, 

this deal reinforces our strategic growth in Brazil and South America," Ideval Munhoz added. 

The agreement between T-Systems and Atento includes only Atento's data center operations 

in Brazil and encompasses 3 sites that will be consolidated on the T-Systems platform. T-Systems will 

take on all of the Atento employees operating the sites incorporating their know how about the contact 

center business and further strengthening T-Systems technical capabilities to deliver world-class 

services. 
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Centric Software PLM helps Baoxiniao Group Accelerate Digital Transformation at HAZZYS 
25 September 2018 

Baoxiniao Group, a leading apparel group in China, has selected Centric Software to provide its Product 

Lifecycle Management (PLM) solution.  

Baoxiniao Group, owner of the HAZZYS brand in China, was founded in 2001. Baoxiniao Group 

decided to investigate PLM solutions for the HAZZYS brand after observing the positive influence of 

PLM at other companies and embarked on an intensive selection process. 

"We witnessed first-hand the significant advantages of using a PLM system for product design and 

development while researching overseas markets – a project we initiated years ago,” explains Jin 

Hong'ai, Vice General Manager of HAZZYS. “After ten years of business development in China and our 

rapid growth in the past two years, we realized that a powerful product R&D management platform is 

crucial to accelerating future business growth. HAZZYS is the first brand under Baoxiniao Group to 

implement a PLM solution. The Group leaders value it immensely, investing a lot of energy in the 

project including an intensive solution evaluation process. Finally, we selected Centric Software as our 

project partner.” 
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”I’m very glad to see Centric, the leading PLM provider, collaborating with and providing tremendous 

support to HAZZYS,” says Ge Qipeng, General Manager of HAZZYS. “Sharp tools make good work. 

We will successfully implement the project with a joint effort and strong partnership from both parties. 

We will also promote our implementation of Centric PLM as a benchmark project in the apparel 

industry.” 

“We do not regard PLM as just software, but more as an advanced working method for productivity. 

The research and development of fashion goods is an art, while PLM software is a technology. We 

believe that HAZZYS and Centric will realize the perfect combination of art and technology.” 

“We are very pleased to announce that Baoxiniao Group has selected Centric as their PLM partner for 

the HAZZYS brand,” says Chris Groves, President and CEO of Centric Software. “HAZZYS is a 

dynamic brand that will go from strength to strength with a powerful PLM system supporting product 

R&D. We are looking forward partnering with them now and in the future.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Eminence Selects PLM Solution From TXT Retail, an Aptos Company 
19 September 2018 

TXT Retail, an Aptos Company, today announced that Eminence will deploy the TXTPLM solution to 

streamline and accelerate processes for creating and managing its collections. The solution will be 

leveraged across its two main brands: Eminence and Athena. 

The TXTPLM solution will support Eminence in managing all phases of the product lifecycle: the 

marketing brief, which defines what to sell in which markets and channels, the design and product 

development, as well as a detailed management of costing. 

The project will span the entire organization involving over 80 users in the marketing, merchandising, 

design, finance, quality, product development and supply chain departments. 

Founded in 1944, Eminence designs, manufactures and markets men’s, women’s and kids’ underwear, 

swimwear and pajamas, as well as technical apparel. Its strongly differentiated portfolio offers quality 

products and unparalleled comfort. With four manufacturing plants in Europe, a wide distribution 

network and a growing online presence, Eminence continues to grow its brand in France and 

internationally. 

“We manage our collections from the selection of the thread to the final product,” explains Eric Abriat, 

Buying and Supply Chain Director at Eminence. 

“We have a 15-year-old tool focused on supporting technical development and pricing. With TXTPLM, 

we want to go beyond that by integrating all stakeholders of the process such as the style department, 

marketing, finance, R&D, purchasing and quality so that they can all be informed and participate in real 

time to the progress of each activity.” 

“With the use of TXTPLM,” Abriat continues, “we also expect to define more precise costing at the 

beginning of the process so that we can focus our development activity and our resources on the most 

promising projects.” 

After a thorough evaluation of product lifecycle management solutions, Eminence was impressed with 

https://www.aptos.com/
https://www.eminence.fr/
https://www.aptos.com/solutions/plm-supply-chain/product-lifecycle-management/
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TXTPLM’s ability to manage the complexities of the textile sector, particularly in the underwear 

category, which includes the combination of sizes and cups in bras, the management of multi-level bill 

of materials down to the thread, and alternative production and procurement routings. Eminence will 

also manage with TXTPLM a wide assortment of prepacks — such as T-shirts, boxers and socks coming 

in the same size but different colors — that are sold in supermarkets and hypermarkets as well as online. 

“During the software selection process, we explored and tested a number of different solutions. 

TXTPLM was definitely the best match to our expectations,” adds Abriat. 

“We are proud to work with a group like Eminence that is able to combine tradition and innovation, 

while always focusing on the authenticity of its brand and the highest levels of service to its customers,” 

says Noel Goggin, Aptos CEO and culture leader.  “TXTPLM is a best fit for textile and apparel 

companies managing an integrated value chain, from concept to customer, ready to take on the 

challenges of global expansion and multi-channel operations.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Randon selects Siemens to optimize costs and streamline processes 

25 September 2018 

Siemens announced today that Randon Implementos has selected solutions from Siemens’ end-to-end 

digital innovation platform for product cost management (PCM). Using Siemens’ Teamcenter® 

portfolio and Tecnomatix® portfolio, Randon can establish a uniform standard for product costing to 

help achieve higher accuracy in preliminary cost analysis. By using a target costing process, Randon can 

provide outstanding customer value at the best cost, while maintaining competitiveness and profitability 

of products and solutions. 

“The use of software from Siemens has made the process of value analysis much faster, more accurate, 

transparent and efficient,” said Sandro Trentin, director of technology and innovation for Randon 

Implementos. “We can now perform a target costing process to converge, in the conceptual scope, the 

product and process improvements for the most competitive landscape in five days of work. We expect 

to see a dramatic reduction in overall costs using this method, which is a critical step in digitalizing our 

manufacturing processes.”  

Product cost management provides a digital twin of a customer’s product and tool costs, which enables 

an accurate representation of both planned and simulated costs. Using a target costing process and the 

Teamcenter solution for product costing, Randon can simulate the expected cost of multiple design 

variants and alternative production scenarios, as well as calculate capital expenditures for upcoming 

projects. With these simulations, Randon can develop new products in a cost-optimized manner while 

increasing the number of projects processed. Through early transparency on product cost, Randon can 

more effectively negotiate with suppliers and make more informed investment decisions.  

In January 2017, Randon started development and analysis work supported by an international 

consultancy that presented Siemens’ PCM software as an essential tool for the evolution of these 

processes. "The decision to choose Siemens’ software was made easier because the tool was endorsed 

by consulting and value analysis," said Trentin. 

“Siemens’ solutions digitalize manufacturing and the process of transforming innovative ideas and raw 

materials into real products,” said Allyson Faria, Latin America marketing director at Siemens PLM 

https://www.plm.automation.siemens.com/global/en/products/teamcenter/
https://www.plm.automation.siemens.com/global/en/products/tecnomatix/
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Software. “Teamcenter product cost management supports the cost and value engineering approach 

early and throughout the development process by providing transparency to how engineering and 

manufacturing decisions affect product cost. With Tecnomatix, Randon can achieve synchronization 

between product engineering, manufacturing engineering, and production and service operations, 

helping to maximize their production efficiency, and ultimately helping realize innovation in their 

development cycles.”   

In a scenario of high competitiveness and market retraction, Randon needed a tool that would allow a 

systemic view of its processes and flows. The company's portfolio is highly diversified, which results in 

high production variability. In this context, simulation is a powerful tool for the dynamic analysis of 

process variables. To meet this need, Randon started using the Plant Simulation solution in the 

Tecnomatix® portfolio in 2018, seeking a holistic view of its production systems. 

"Siemens' Plant Simulation solution is fully aligned with the company's strategy of applying Industry 4.0 

concepts. The results obtained provided data for the optimization of projects, in addition to investment 

savings of around 40 percent,” said Trentin. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

TCS Selected as the Preferred Engineering and Digital Transformation Partner for Fortive 

Corporation 

28 September 2018 

Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) has announced that Fortive Corporation has chosen TCS as the 

preferred partner for providing engineering and digital/IoT solutions and services to its operating 

companies. 

TCS will help Fortive Corporation accelerate its digital strategy via focused engineering and digital IoT 

transformation initiatives that will further enable Fortive to use data to innovate across its operating 

companies. As part of this partnership, TCS will jointly work with Fortive to explore mutual business 

and go-to-market opportunities that incorporate Fortive’s products and technologies into TCS projects, 

allowing for potential new offerings that leverage skills, resources, and intellectual property from both 

companies. 

Regu Ayyaswamy, Head, Engineering Services and IoT, TCS, said, “TCS is delighted to continue its 

relationship with Fortive as its preferred global technology partner of choice. TCS Engineering Services, 

Digital and IoT Solutions offer a wealth of functionalities that will allow Fortive to more easily develop, 

deploy, and launch products and services to the market for navigating and taking advantage of the 

opportunities in the new Business 4.0 era.” 

Barbara Hulit, Senior Vice President, Fortive, added, “This agreement represents one example of the 

way we are accelerating our digital strategy through collaboration. TCS is an outstanding partner with 

strong experience in delivering next generation engineering, digital and IoT solutions that will enhance 

the value we bring to our customers.” 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Product News 

Announcing Sherlock Automated Design Analysis™ for SOLIDWORKS® 3D CAD 

26 September 2018 

DfR Solutions today announced a major release of Sherlock Automated Design Analysis™ software, 

version 6.0, Sherlock for SOLIDWORKS 3D CAD Integration.  This new release includes integration 

with SOLIDWORKS 2018 and empowers all SOLIDWORKS users to predict product reliability before 

prototyping. Sherlock users are now able to use one tool to complete complex, 3D design and reliability 

analyses. This groundbreaking feature is democratizing the process of electronics design by bringing 

powerful analytical tools to everyday electronics designers. 

Current technology trends– Internet of Things, Electrification, and Autonomous Transportation – are 

bringing power and intelligence closer to everyday environments. This intelligence requires innovative 

electronic hardware that is not normally exposed to extreme environments. Now this hardware must 

operate at reliability levels far beyond what is currently expected for mobile phones or gaming consoles. 

Solving this reliability and safety challenge requires Reliability Physics Analysis that uses knowledge of 

failure mechanisms to predict reliability and improve product performance. 

With the new Sherlock for SOLIDWORKS 3D CAD integrated software, mechanical and electronics 

designers and engineers can now quickly and easily predict the reliable lifetime of entire Printed Circuit 

Board Assemblies under real world conditions, before a product is built.  Mechanical, electrical, 

reliability engineers, and non-FEA experts, can now seamlessly import complex 3D objects into one tool 

and gain valuable insight into how mechanical structures influence the robustness of electronics exposed 

to thermal and mechanical loads. This information is vital for simulating circuit card assemblies as close 

to reality as possible. 

Previously, design and engineering teams used several tools to accomplish reliability testing of 3D 

objects. Now users of CAD/CAE tools like SOLIDWORKS, Sherlock, or any other FEA tool, can easily 

build complex assemblies and complete complicated reliability physics-based analyses with just one 

tool. 

DfR Solutions pioneered the use of Reliability Physics with Sherlock Automated Design Analysis™ 

software, providing crucial insights and solutions early in product design and throughout the product life 

cycle. DfR Solutions empowers customers to accelerate and maximize product development while 

saving time, managing resources, and improving customer satisfaction. The company supports Fortune 

500 clients in every industry including aerospace/avionics, automotive, consumer, industrial, medical, 

military, solar and telecommunications. For more information visit www.dfrsolutions.com. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

AT&T Announces Suite of Blockchain Solutions 

26 September 2018 

AT&T* has created a suite of blockchain solutions designed to work with technology from IBM and 

Microsoft. 

Enterprise customers can use these solutions as they automate and digitalize their business processes 

http://www.dfrsolutions.com/
https://www.dfrsolutions.com/what-is-sherlock
https://www.dfrsolutions.com/what-is-sherlock
http://www.dfrsolutions.com/
http://about.att.com/category/att_communications_news
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using blockchain technologies. Customers will have better resources to track and manage information 

across multiple parties. This applies across vertical industries like manufacturing, retail, healthcare and 

more.   

The goal? To help our customers solve their complex business problems. Today, businesses are 

constantly looking to reduce costs, risk and simplify business processes. Blockchain creates a shared 

ecosystem across parties to exchange information in way that is permissioned and highly secure. 

We're combining our edge-to-edge capabilities with blockchain technology. Our Internet of Things (IoT) 

solutions add automation and critical monitoring capabilities. AT&T's consulting team can design, 

deploy and manage the following blockchain solutions: 

 IBM Blockchain – AT&T Solutions can record data on the IBM Blockchain Platform, an 

enterprise-grade blockchain environment supporting numerous live production networks. 

Currently operating live blockchain networks at scale, IBM Blockchain supports a broad range of 

industry use cases including supply chain, provenance and logistics. We're also integrating our 

AT&T Asset Management Operations Center with IBM Maximo Network on Blockchain and 

Maximo Asset Health Insights to create secure and accountable service provider networks for 

infrastructure asset management. 

 Microsoft Azure blockchain technology – Microsoft Azure blockchain technology is built on 

their open, trusted cloud platform. Azure supports a broad set of enterprise ledger protocols 

including Ethereum, HyperLedger Fabric, Corda, Quorum, and Chain, and offers diverse 

topologies for dev/test, single member, and multi-member consortiums. Integrations with 

AT&T's IoT platforms aim to bring additional transparency and accountability to even the most 

complex supply chains.  

AT&T's suite of blockchain solutions can be used across vertical industries such as: 

 Manufacturing – Tracks origins and movement of goods through factories and the quality from 

creation, to delivery, to the consumer. 

 Retail – Ensures products' authenticity by tracking them from order delivery, reducing waste and 

excess stock. 

 Healthcare – Helps maintain and allows highly-secure sharing of directories of up-to date patient 

records. 

"Blockchain is far more than just Bitcoin or cryptocurrency. It's transforming the way many companies 

conduct business," said Andy Daudelin, vice president, Alliances Business Development, AT&T 

Business. "Blockchain improves security and enables better management of transactions through 

complex processes. Utilizing our global network and IoT capabilities, AT&T enhances blockchain by 

providing edge-to-edge solutions that automate the tracking and that can even monitor the 

environmental conditions throughout the process." 

These blockchain solutions are now available in the market today. For more information about AT&T's 

blockchain solutions, please visit http://www.att.com/blockchain.   

Click here to return to Contents 
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Bell and Howell Launches Innovative Analytics Platform to Further Enhance Service Capabilities 

25 September 2018 

Bell and Howell has announced the company’s groundbreaking BH Analytics 360services. The new 

Insights-as-a-Service solution allows businesses to capture and transform valuable data into actionable 

insights to help reduce equipment downtime, increase operational performance and drive analytic-based, 

business decision-making. 

Utilizing the PTC ThingWorx® Industrial Internet of Things (IIoT) platform, Bell and Howell gathers 

real-time data from IoT-enabled assets and converts these analytics into valuable insights on 

performance, availability, associate productivity and factors that impact the customer experience. 

Customers can access these insights through the BH Analytics 360 cloud-based portal, which provides 

customizable dashboards and reports as well as drill down capabilities to view analytics by timeframe, 

location, asset, region and more. The BH Analytics 360 platform can also be used with Bell and 

Howell’s Data Consulting Services to provide business intelligence and custom reports based on any 

customer’s specific data needs. 

“We are applying our proven expertise in mechatronics, robotics and data science methodologies to not 

only provide robust IoT-enabled data services, but also modify and augment the platform’s capabilities 

to meet any unique need that a customer may have,” said Dr. Haroon Abbu, Vice President of Data 

Analytics for Bell and Howell. “In fact, the world’s largest retailer is currently leveraging these services 

to gain insights on key metrics related to click-and-collect pickup towers.” 

With BH Analytics 360, organizations from a wide range of industries can achieve the following:  

 Reduce equipment downtime. Remotely monitor and diagnose equipment and utilize data and 

predictive analytics to determine when a machine will require service to prevent failure. 

 Improve employee efficiency. Visualize employee performance, forecast needs through 

historical data and ensure optimal productivity by identifying problem areas in operations. 

 Enhance the customer experience. Boost customer satisfaction and loyalty by improving 

personalization and data-driven cross-promotions. 

 Drive better decision-making. Explore the effectiveness and ROI of new technologies and 

methodologies before making significant investments. 

To learn more about BH Analytics 360, visit bellhowell.net, call 1-800-961-7282 or follow the company 

on Linkedin and Twitter. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

EOS and Siemens intensify cooperation around industrial 3D printing 

12 September 2018 

EOS and Siemens continue their close collaboration to further accelerate additive manufacturing (AM) 

technology and application. The current cooperation includes the areas software, automation and drive 

technology and use of AM technology: 

 Siemens control and drive components are part of the new EOS M 300 series for metal additive 

https://bellhowell.net/?&utm_source=prweb&utm_medium=pressrelease&utm_content=iot&utm_campaign=service
https://bellhowell.net/automated-equipment-services/iot-services/data-analytics/?&utm_source=prweb&utm_medium=pressrelease&utm_content=iot&utm_campaign=service
https://bellhowell.net/?&utm_source=prweb&utm_medium=pressrelease&utm_content=iot&utm_campaign=service
https://www.linkedin.com/company/2289823/
https://twitter.com/bellandhowell
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manufacturing 

 EOS' job and process management software EOSPRINT 2 now integrates into AM module of 

Siemens NX 12 

 Siemens will include an EOS P 500 system for polymer industrial 3D printing into its Additive 

Manufacturing Experience Center in Erlangen, Germany 

 

New EOS M 300 series includes Siemens automation and drive technology 

EOS expands its portfolio of well-proven systems for metal additive manufacturing with the EOS M 300 

series. The solution is an automation-ready, future-proof platform that is configurable, scalable, and 

secure. For this, EOS also trusts in control and drive components from the Siemens comprehensive 

Totally Integrated Automation (TIA) portfolio. 

Alfons Eiterer, Head of System Engineering EOS, states: "EOS puts a strong focus on high quality and 

reliability in its new developments, while at the same time ensuring dynamical and technological 

progress. This is the reason we chose Siemens control technology for our new EOS M 300 series. With 

Siemens we can rely on proven technical components and are well prepared to handle future 

requirements." 

With EOS as a strategic partner in the field of industrial 3D printing Siemens has not only equipped the 

EOS M 300 series with components, but also the EOS P 500 system for polymer 3D printing on an 

industrial scale, as showcased first time at last years' formnext fair. 

 

EOSPRINT driver for Siemens NX 12 integration 

EOSPRINT 2 is an intuitive, open and productive CAM tool that allows businesses to optimize CAD 

data for EOS systems. Siemens NX 12 is a seamless end to end solution starting with design, via 

topology optimization and process simulation to print preparation in one user interface. Now, an 

EOSPRINT driver for the Siemens NX12 AM module is available. Thus, EOSPRINT 2 functions are 

seamlessly integrated into Siemens' NX Fixed Plane (Powder Bed) AM software module. This 

integration supports Siemens overall additive manufacturing solution offering, which helps to deliver an 

integrated and associatively linked additive manufacturing process from design to advanced 3D printing 

with EOS systems. As a result, engineers benefit from a quick and uninterrupted path from product idea 

to 3D printed part. 

 

EOS P 500 becomes part of Siemens Additive Manufacturing Experience Center 

Siemens is going to extend its Additive Manufacturing Experience Center (AMEC) in Erlangen, 

Germany, with the EOS P 500 system. The AMEC provides an excellent overview and insight into 

different industrial AM technologies and information about the challenging industrial requirements for 

AM-design, -simulation and -production. It also offers an interactive experience, where the integrated 

seamless AM chain and the AM relevant products of Siemens are shown. "A fast industrialization of 

additive manufacturing can only be unleashed by a close co-operation of experts from a software, 

automation and drive system angle with industrial 3D printing experts, as is the case with Siemens and 

EOS. We are therefore proud to move with EOS into the next level of industrialization, which will help 

transforming additive manufacturing further from the prototyping phase into industrial serial 
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production.", states Dr. Karsten Heuser, VP of Additive Manufacturing at Siemens AG. 

For further information about Additive Manufacturing and Totally Integrated Automation at Siemens, 

please visit: www.siemens.com/global/en/home/markets/machinebuilding/additivemanufacturing.html 

www.siemens.com/global/en/home/products/automation/tia.html 

For further information about EOS please visit: www.eos.info 
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Infor Announces Infor Cloud Native Product Lifecycle Management 

25 September 2018 

Infor today announced the Infor Fashion Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) Cloud, a new cloud 

native multi-tenant solution for fashion enterprises. Delivered as a cloud service, Fashion PLM Cloud 

offers an enhanced security infrastructure and competitive cost of ownership versus on premise in a 

single-version software package, so companies can more quickly take advantage of new software 

innovation without the need for a major upgrade. 

Infor Fashion PLM Cloud is designed to provide a foundation for applying the latest digital technologies 

to the fashion product development process and supports the centralization of product design and 

development activities through more streamlined collaboration. Running on Infor OS technology, 

Fashion PLM offers customers a scalable, flexible solution that can support rapid roll out as a business 

grows and evolves.  

Delivered as a cloud service subscription, Fashion PLM virtually eliminates the need for future 

additional hardware, local configuration and support resources, since new innovations are delivered 

without the need for major upgrades, which can help save time and lower the overall cost of ownership. 

Infor OS enables social collaboration between internal users including designers, technical product 

specialists, merchandisers, and sourcing, as well as external vendor users, which can help increase 

overall productivity. Furthermore, a simple and intuitive user experience is designed to make Fashion 

PLM Cloud easy to learn and use. 

"We are thrilled to be able to offer one of the first of its kind cloud-native, multi-tenant PLM for large 

fashion enterprises," said Corey Tollefson, senior vice president and general manager, Infor Retail.  "We 

are working to create innovative solutions that make doing business smarter and easier for our 

customers. Adding PLM to our CloudSuite offerings allows Infor to deliver a highly efficient, scalable 

environment to our customers that can help give them the ability to work anywhere, any time, on any 

device, including Apple's ® latest macOS®. " 

Infor Fashion PLM Cloud is initially available for standalone provisioning from September 2018 and as 

an option with CloudSuite Fashion planned for November 2018. 
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Lonza Expands IbexTM Solutions to Offer Complete Product Lifecycle Management in One Location 

20 September 2018 

http://www.siemens.com/global/en/home/markets/machinebuilding/additivemanufacturing.html
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Lonza announces the addition of two newIbexTM Solutions offerings to Lonza's 100,000 m2 (1.1 

million ft2) biopark in Visp (CH). In July 2017 IbexTM Dedicate, a modular, technology-agnostic 

biomanufacturing concept, was launched as the first IbexTM Solutions offering. IbexTM Dedicate offers 

an innovative facility concept with reduced CAPEX and accelerated timelines, enabling speed to market 

or allowing biopharma companies to delay investment decisions to decrease financial risk. 

The two new IbexTM Solutions, IbexTM Design and IbexTM Develop, announced today are designed 

to meet the evolving needs of biotech companies with antibody therapies, from the preclinical stage 

through to commercialization. Together with IbexTM Dedicate, the new investment allows Lonza to 

offer complete product lifecycle management in one site. 

IbexTM Design covers the early stages of creating a new biologic, from gene through to clinical phase I. 

The offering comprises a pioneering fixed-price gene-to-vial package with terms under which Lonza 

will deliver drug product based on at least 1 kg drug substance within 12 months. The package also 

includes the reservation of a manufacturing slot for clinical resupply. IbexTMDesign allows aspiring 

companies to start clinical trials earlier while reducing uncertainty. 

IbexTM Develop helps companies seamlessly and rapidly transition from clinical phase II to 

commercialization. The offering enables biologics license applications (BLAs) to be submitted within 

22 months from the start of process characterization. Eliminating the need for tech transfers, allowing 

process optimizations and creating operational efficiencies are expected to accelerate the path to market. 

IbexTM Design and IbexTM Develop draw on Lonza’s R&D and operational experience from more 

than 30 years in biomanufacturing. Proven platform technologies, such as the GS Gene Expression 

System® and expertise in drug product development, are an integral part of the new offerings. The 

application of single-use technologies and a high degree of automation further increase the efficiency of 

IbexTM Design and IbexTM Develop. In addition, customers of all three IbexTM Solutions can benefit 

from the ability to scale-up or scale-out to other sites in the established Lonza network in Europe, 

America or Asia. 

“We looked at every step in the development and manufacturing process and asked how we could 

transform the path to commercialization for customers,” said Marc Funk, COO Lonza Pharma & 

Biotech. “The result strengthens our capabilities from the early stages of drug development all the way 

through to commercialization. It will help biotech companies deliver life-saving medicines to patients 

faster.” 

IbexTM Design and IbexTM Develop will become operational from 2020 and provide a full range of 

manufacturing options from early development through to full commercialization. 
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Machine tool industry benefits from new applications for MindSphere 

18 September 2018 

Siemens presented new applications for the open, cloud-based IoT operating system MindSphere 

specifically for the machine tool industry at AMB 2018 in Stuttgart. This includes the Analyze 

MyPerformance /OEE Monitor application which is now available on the latest version of MindSphere. 

Analyze MyPerformance /OEE Monitor allows users to capture machine data for configuring important 

parameters, to carry out availability and utilization analyses, and to compare estimated productivity with 

https://www.biospace.com/employer/395706/lonza/
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actual results – customer-specific OEE calculations are also available. In addition to this, users can also 

produce a shift calendar with the application which allows the machine utilization to be calculated even 

more accurately. This makes production planning significantly easier. 

The Manage MyMachines MindSphere application provides machine manufacturers and operators 

cloud-based access to the field of condition monitoring and an overview of the most important data and 

operation conditions from connected machines. Manage MyMachines is now available on the latest 

version of MindSphere. Users can capture, analyze, and visualize relevant machine data via the 

application. This increases machine condition transparency and its progress over time. The added 

application Manage MyMachines /Remote extends Manage MyMachines with an extra remote feature. 

It provides remote access to the CNC (Computerized Numerical Control) and thus failsafe, encrypted 

communication via the internet. This increases machine availability, reduces costs in the event of 

disruption and simplifies maintenance and servicing. Manage MyMachines /Remote will be available 

for the latest version of MindSphere in the near future. The application presented at AMB will be for 

this version. 

Another MindSphere application demonstrated at the AMB ensures improved management of service 

requirements by visualizing spindle operating data. Signal transmission, irrespective of the point in the 

cycle, rapid tool changing, and particularly easy commissioning are all possible with the addition of the 

SMI24 sensor module. The user benefits of short chip-to-chip times, more straightforward 

commissioning, and planned spindle servicing. A prototype of this application will be shown at AMB.  

Further information on Siemens at AMD 2018 is available 

at www.siemens.com/amband www.siemens.com/press/amb2018 
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More efficiency and flexibility through new Sinumerik Integrate applications 

18 September 2018 

Siemens is presenting two new applications for the open digitalization platform Sinumerik Integrate 

under the banner "Digitalization in Machine Tool Manufacturing – Implement now!" at AMB 2018. 

Using the Manage MyResources application, the complete tool cycle can be displayed for use in the 

CAD/CAM CNC chain. This provides the customer with a range of benefits including increased tool 

life. When combined with Manage MyResources, the user gains direct access to a set of NX CAM 

parameters using the second new application, Optimize MyProgramming /NX CAM Editor on 

Sinumerik, and can easily optimize and modify the NC programs generated there. The two new 

applications contribute to the highest possible level of tool availability and therefore to avoiding 

machine down time. Consistent digitalization solutions such as Sinumerik Integrate allow businesses in 

the machine tool industry to increase flexibility and production efficiency significantly, to reduce their 

development and launch times considerably, and thus to improve their competitiveness on the global 

market. 

Manage MyResources is a software solution for visualizing the tool cycle – from setting, through tool 

storage, to the machine – as well as a program management tool to support the whole CAD/CAM CNC 

chain. The application makes resource optimization particularly easy. Optimize MyProgramming /NX 

CAM Editor allows the user to optimize and modify NC programs produced in CAM directly via the 

machine controller and to produce a 3D preview of the tool path. This provides an intuitive and 

http://www.siemens.com/amb
https://www.siemens.com/press/en/events/2018/digitalfactory/2018-09-amb.php
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transparent illustration of a range of 3D geometrical parameters and simplifies the identification and 

correction of errors within the overall process. A unique element is that the data is also updated in NX 

CAM once the machine has been optimized. 

Sinumerik Integrate, together with MindSphere, the cloud-based IoT operating system, and Siemens 

Industrial Edge, form three open, consistent digitalization platforms from Siemens. Machine builders 

and users can now experience how digitalization is implemented during manufacture as well as the 

potential it has to offer. Either on their own or in combination, these platforms offer the user the option 

of displaying the whole value chain in a digital format and of using the whole band width from server-

based applications at the same location as the machine, to cloud-based, data-driven applications. 

 

Further information on Siemens at AMD 2018 is available 

at www.siemens.com/amband www.siemens.com/presse/amb2018 
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OpenBOM™ Application is now Available on Autodesk Fusion 360 App Store 

27 September 2018 

OpenBOM now is available directly from Autodesk Fusion 360 App Store. By doing so, OpenBOM 

offers Autodesk Fusion 360 users a direct way to install and activate the OpenBOM application. The 

Autodesk Fusion 360 App Store allows users to download installation packages for both Windows and 

MacOS versions and register an OpenBOM cloud subscription account. This method eliminates the need 

for multiple installations and configurations of OpenBOM for Fusion 360 and provides a dramatic 

improvement in the overall user experience and customer support. 

OpenBOM utilizes the Autodesk Forge Platform™ API to extract and maintain synchronization of Bill 

of Materials data and all related information from Autodesk Fusion 360. Just a few of the OpenBOM 

features for Autodesk Fusion 360 are:  

 Ability to generate Bill of Materials directly from Autodesk Fusion 360 

 Create three types of Bill of Materials - part list, single-level and multi-level BOMs 

 Allow the Fusion 360 user to calculate cost(s) and manage rollup for Bill of Materials. 

 Brings advanced collaboration across teams and organizations to the desktop CAD system using 

advanced cloud technology. 

Autodesk’s vision and strategy of cloud technologies is well aligned with OpenBOM's native cloud 

BOM and Part Catalog management tools providing sharing and collaboration between engineers, 

production planners, contractors, customers and the extended enterprise. “Offering OpenBOM on the 

Autodesk Fusion 360 app store further expands OpenBOM's existing CAD integrations and dramatically 

improves the user experience for Fusion 360 customers working with BOMs,” said Oleg Shilovitsky, 

CEO and Co-founder of OpenBOM. “With this announcement, OpenBOM provides the Autodesk 

Fusion 360 community an easy and delightful cloud based inherently collaborative way to manage their 

BOMs. You will love it!” said Jim Quanci, Senior Director Autodesk Forge. 

Click here to return to Contents 
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SimScale Releases Major User Interface Update for a Better Simulation Experience in the Cloud 

26 September 2018 

SimScale announced today the release of their new workbench. 

SimScale Workbench 2.0 was built entirely from scratch on the latest, state-of-the-art technology stack, 

with the goal of drastically improving user productivity by decreasing loading time and increasing 

interaction speed. 

The SimScale web-based CAE platform is now as fast and interactive as a desktop application while 

taking advantage of the unlimited computing power of the cloud. Furthermore, the new solution stack 

sets the stage for major new features that are already in development and will be released soon. 

“Right from the start I love it! Well done. This is a really nice improvement,” said Ben Lewis, Custom 

Machines' President and SimScale customer. 

“SimScale was built to bring simulation technology to every designer and engineer in the world. With 

the release of the new workbench, we take a big leap towards making CAE as easy as it needs to be to 

emerge from the expert’s toolbox into a web-based platform everybody can benefit from. Some exciting 

automation features are yet to come, so keep an eye on us,” said Alexander Fischer, VP Product and 

SimScale co-founder. 

This release also introduces fundamental changes to the user experience, making the Workbench 2.0 the 

most advanced, yet user-friendly simulation interface ever created by the company. With it, the viewer 

takes up more screen real estate, becoming the heart of the interface. Furthermore, the new workbench 

consolidates the entire workflow into a single tree, helping users set up projects faster and easier through 

a straightforward, step-by-step approach, from top to bottom. 

Another major change is the possibility to carry out a simulation directly on a CAD model. 

More details about this release can be found on the SimScale Blog. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Sinumerik Edge: Siemens presents the first Edge applications for machine tools 

18 September 2018 

As part of Siemens Industrial Edge, Siemens is launching applications for Sinumerik Edge, the machine-

level platform specially designed for the machine tool industry, at AMB 2018 in Stuttgart. This is the 

first opportunity to see the Edge application Optimize MyMachining /Trochoidal for use in trochoidal 

milling. 

Optimize MyMachining /Trochoidal provides users with updates for the existing NC program, 

optimized machining processes, and sustainability for retrofit applications using dynamic machine data 

and corresponding data inputs. This leads to reduced tool wear, improved machine lifetimes, and thus to 

lower overall inventory costs which in turn increases machine availability, leading to significant 

productivity gains. High-performance Sinumerik Edge technology makes all this possible. Computation 

is based on individual, optimal machine and axes-based dynamic data. A control-based interface allows 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.simscale.com%2F&esheet=51872605&newsitemid=20180926005496&lan=en-US&anchor=SimScale&index=1&md5=d363bf79116e328ec27fccd66bf1415e
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fsimscale.com%2Fblog%2F2018%2F09%2Fsimscale-workbench-2-0%2F&esheet=51872605&newsitemid=20180926005496&lan=en-US&anchor=SimScale+Blog&index=2&md5=4c4af285919d8f51704faeb21abd193b
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the machine to be programmed directly using Sinumerik Edge-based computational power. This 

prevents any adverse effects on the machine's machining performance which optimizes the process. 

Optimize MyMachining /Trochoidal is particularly suitable for use with older machines as it reduces the 

mechanical wear in the machine considerably. 

A prototype of another Edge application for condition monitoring is also being shown. Users can 

quickly find the correct tool and identify real problems, whether current or imminent (for example 

causes of friction), and improve or correct machine operation by adjusting the settings. The use of this 

Sinumerik Edge application also significantly increases machine tool availability and thus productivity. 

With Siemens Industrial Edge, Siemens is offering users the chance to close the gap between classic, 

local data processing and cloud-based data processing to suit individual requirements. Edge computing 

allows large volumes of data to be processed locally almost in real time and without any feedback. There 

is also an additional reduction in memory and transfer costs as large volumes of data are preprocessed 

and only the relevant data is finally transferred to a cloud or factory-level IT infrastructure. Siemens 

Industrial Edge supports cloud transfer protocols for MindSphere, Siemens' own open, cloud-based IoT 

operating system. In the future, it will also support Message Queuing Telemetry Transport (MQTT), 

making data transfer safe and effective. With Sinumerik Edge, Siemens is offering a local platform for 

software applications developed specially for machine tools which captures, pre-processes and analyzes 

high-frequency data during machine tool operation and which is integrated into the relevant automation 

solution.  

More information on Siemens at AMB 2018 is available 

at www.siemens.com/amband www.siemens.com/press/amb2018 
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Tacton Introduces Next Generation Salesforce App for Manufacturing Industry 

24 September 2018 

Tacton announced at Dreamforce that their complete CPQ solution is now available on the Salesforce 

AppExchange—helping users drive their digital transformation and accelerate sales cycles.  

Global manufacturers have access to an advanced CPQ solution that works natively within Salesforce. 

Tacton CPQ helps drive efficiency by automating the quotation process and making it simpler and faster 

to sell complex products. With Tacton CPQ, Salesforce users can also easily customize products through 

Visual Configuration—a straightforward and interactive drag-and-drop process, aided by 3D product 

visualization.  

“Salesforce users can now access one of the world’s most powerful CPQ solutions directly via 

Salesforce AppExchange,” says Nils Olsson, Chief Portfolio Officer. “Using Tacton CPQ with 

Salesforce is the next step for any company looking to deal with the complexity of their products while 

gaining traction in sales through the power of Salesforce.”  

Main Features 

 Powerful, constraints-based product configurator engine built to handle the most challenging 

configuration environments. Constraints and attributes instead of rules mean dramatically fewer 

rules 

http://www.siemens.com/amb
https://www.siemens.com/press/en/events/2018/digitalfactory/2018-09-amb.php
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 Advanced needs-based guided selling—engaging the customer, increasing win rates and 

customer satisfaction 

 Visual Configuration in 3D with drag-and-drop configuration and AR iOS app 

 Integration with ERP and CAD systems, such as SAP ECC, SOLIDWORKS, PTC Creo, and 

Autodesk Inventor 

 Fully cloud-based architecture 

 Omnichannel support (partner and direct sales, online configurator) 

 Sell across markets and borders, while always supporting compliance with local commercial, 

technical, and regulatory requirements 

 Instant generation of professional-looking proposals with all supporting documents 

 Support of advanced pricing models 

  

Tacton Exhibiting at Dreamforce 2018 

Tacton is a Gold Sponsor at Dreamforce 2018, the most innovative software conference of the year. 

Tacton is exhibiting at booth 1312 in the Dreamforce Customer Success Expo September 25-28, 

showcasing Tacton CPQ’s native integration with Salesforce. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Telit and Wind River Provide Industrial IoT Users with an Industry-leading, Secure and Reliable 

Edge-to-Cloud Solution 

24 September 2018 

Telit today announced an expansion of its partnership with Wind River® to accelerate industrial IoT 

(IIoT) adoption. Telit's market leading cloud-hosted IoT Platform, Telit deviceWISE, provides out-of-

the-box lifecycle management for Wind River's operating systems. In conjunction with Wind River's 

IoT Design Center, this collaboration enables customers to create a complete, secure, robust and reliable 

edge-to-cloud IIoT solution. 

In October 2017, Telit and Wind River began collaborating to reduce the complexities of IoT device 

management, so providers and other users can implement IIoT faster and more broadly. As a platinum 

member of the Wind River Partner Program, Telit will now serve as a provider of device lifecycle 

management to enable Wind River IIoT customers to accelerate the modernization of their on-premises 

edge equipment and infrastructure. 

As part of this expanded relationship, Wind River has provided Telit with Wind River developed device-

side agent technology.  The C and Python, developer friendly, agents have been validated with Wind 

River operating systems, including VxWorks® and Wind River Linux - leading operating environments 

for those building edge solutions for real time mission critical industrial, emergency first responders and 

related applications. 

"Our expanded platinum partnership with Wind River gives manufacturers and other organizations 

https://www.tacton.com/dreamforce/
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=2246392-1&h=3050846876&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.windriver.com%2Findex.html&a=Wind+River%C2%AE
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=2246392-1&h=3671262058&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telit.com%2Fm2m-iot-products%2Fiot-platforms%2Fiot-platform-overview%2F&a=IoT+Platform%2C+Telit+deviceWISE
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=2246392-1&h=3890910695&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telit.com%2Fpress-release%2Ftelit-teams-with-wind-river-to-accelerate-industrial-iot-adoption%2F&a=In+October+2017
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=2246392-1&h=444801714&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.windriver.com%2Fpartners%2Fpartner-program.html&a=Wind+River+Partner+Program
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=2246392-1&h=478407916&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.windriver.com%2Fproducts%2Fvxworks%2F&a=VxWorks%C2%AE
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=2246392-1&h=3792287543&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.windriver.com%2Fproducts%2Flinux%2F&a=Wind+River+Linux
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powerful new options for quickly and broadly implementing edge-to-cloud IIoT," said Fred Yentz, Telit 

President Strategic Partnerships. "This is exactly the kind of innovative, industry-first collaboration that 

businesses have come to expect from Telit and Wind River." 

"Through our collaboration with Telit we're enabling the modernization of our customers' edge 

infrastructure to enable more automation and accelerate the evolution towards autonomous systems," 

said Michael Krutz, Wind River Chief Product Officer. "We look forward to building upon our proven 

track record of success with Telit to advance the digital transformation of critical infrastructure." 

For nearly 40 years, Wind River software has helped power generation after generation of the safest, 

most secure devices in the world. The company's comprehensive portfolio continues to evolve, 

empowering a wide variety of IoT use cases across market segments including aerospace, defense, 

industrial, medical, networking, and transportation. 

Telit focuses on developing best in class IoT solutions and pairing with innovators across the ecosystem. 

Telit has built a comprehensive IoT platform offering that addresses the needs of OEMs, enterprises and 

service providers around the world. Its deviceWISE platform offers an unparalleled set of connectivity 

management, device management, data management, edge, cloud and enterprise ready-to-use connectors 

and services that reduce the risk and time-to-market of connecting 'things to apps,' by collecting, 

managing, and analyzing critical device data. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Updates for Sinumerik 828D and 840D sl controls to optimize milling processes 

18 September 2018 

Siemens has updated its proven Sinumerik 828D and 840D sI machine tool controls. For 828D, a 

software update SW 4.8 SP3 with Panel Processing Unit (PPU) 4 has now been released. Users benefit 

not only from exceptionally robust hardware but also improved connectivity through the ability to access 

central data and programs, increasing operating safety. Another feature of the update is an external PC 

remote control facility for the simplified connection of other authorized PCs via Virtual Private 

Computing (VPC). In addition, the application for MindSphere ManageMyMachines now enables 

connection of Sinumerik 828D controls to the cloud based open IotT operating system MindSphere. For 

exceptionally simple operation, Siemens offers Smart Operation, a robust multi-touch display used in 

conjunction with a side screen. The CNC Sinumerik 828D now also offers a second control channel for 

use during milling operations, making available additional integration and control possibilities for 

automation systems or handling robots. Another invaluable feature is the Collision Avoidance Eco, 

which works on the basis of protected areas and distances which can be configured by the user. There is 

also a new update designed to make life more convenient for users of the Sinumerik 840D sl. The new 

Sinumerik Operate Display Manager allows the operator to fully leverage the possibilities offered by 

larger widescreen monitors, as both standard and machine-specific functions can be integrated into the 

user interface. These innovations allow rapid and comprehensive access to all the relevant data and 

allow more efficient, simpler machine control, as well as speeding up and simplifying process 

workflows. This saves both time and costs throughout the entire milling process. 

The Sinumerik 828D hardware is exceptionally robust. Its performance has been specifically tailored to 

the needs of the mid-range machine segment and to the work typically carried out in small and medium-

sized machine shops. The facility for remote access to connected PCs enables the user to pull the PC 
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display over to the panel and so remotely access any data and programs stored there. Working at the 

panel, the accessed data can be rapidly exchanged in the network over the high-speed 1-GB-Ethernet 

connections. Using the multi-touch Smart Operation panel in conjunction with the new side screen, 

displays and active elements can be simply shown on screen, and modules are available from a 

preconfigured library to enable determination of the machine status. The side screen navigation allows 

additional windows to be opened or closed on the right or left of the main monitor. Particular benefits of 

the new touch sensor are its outstanding resistance to electromagnetic interference and its ability to 

recognize and ignore contact by the ball of the thumb, so preventing unintentional operation. 

The new Display Manager for Sinumerik 840D sI allows individual operating concepts with 

significantly extended functionality to be implemented with minimum effort by the machine operator. 

The monitor surface can be divided into a number of display areas and the arrangement of their contents 

individually configured. Each different display area can be provided with its own menu, which can be 

populated with any optional touch buttons. Another feature of the Sinumerik Operate Display Manager 

is the familiar multi-finger control we all use on our smartphones and tablets – enabling faster, more 

intuitive working. This makes it ideal for use on large displays with multi-touch capability like the 22 

inch Sinumerik blackline plus panel. 

More information on Siemens at the AMB 2018 is available 

at www.siemens.com/amb and www.siemens.com/press/amb2018 
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