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CIMdata News 

CIMdata and Oracle Publish eBook on Cloud PLM 

16 October 2017 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic management consulting and research firm, announces 

the publication of an eBook on cloud product lifecycle management (PLM) adoption, the second such 

eBook published as part of a multi-sponsor collaborative research program on the use of cloud-based 

solutions to PLM strategies and processes in industrial companies.  

This research program focused on the collaborative Product Definition management (cPDm) segment of 

PLM, defined by CIMdata as the category of data and process management solutions at the core of most 

industrial PLM implementations. In 2016, CIMdata estimated the cPDm segment at over US$5.7 billion, 

up more than 6.5% over 2015. At present, a small portion of this estimate is cloud-based, but the 

segment is poised to grow significantly in the next few years and this research program was designed to 

help CIMdata and the broader PLM Economy understand this market evolution. 

According to Mr. Stan Przybylinski, CIMdata’s Vice President, “Cloud-based solutions are a fact of life 

in many other enterprise software domains, but adoption in the PLM market has been spotty. Helping to 

better understand why is one of the main goals for this research. This will also be the first step in 

documenting how and why industrial companies are moving their core product and process development 

work to cloud-based solutions.” 

CIMdata enlisted several leading PLM solution and service providers as sponsors of this research: 

Autodesk, Dassault Systèmes, Oracle, PTC, and Siemens PLM Software. The extended research 

program team will collaborate to help identify the crucial issues facing potential cloud adopters and 

lessons learned from companies that have made this change.  
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The research program comprises several elements, including interviews with thought leaders from 

sponsors and their lead customers published on the CIMdata.com blog: www.CIMdata.com/blog. “This 

interview series has provided some great insights into both solution provider strategies and their 

customer actions,” stated Mr. Przybylinski. In addition to materials developed with the sponsors, 

CIMdata will also publish the results more broadly for use by members of the PLM Economy. The blog 

site also includes a link to the global cloud PLM survey, which will remain open until all interviews 

have been published. 

The first public deliverable of the research program is an eBook, a short, targeted document that 

highlights the key issues facing adopting organizations. Entitled “Making the Connection: The Path to 

Cloud PLM” the eBook seeks to frame the debate about cloud-based applications using standard 

terminology, supporting the discussion with selected data from the survey results and quotes from 

interviews conducted. “One area we looked at were the ‘buzzwords’ used by solution providers to try to 

differentiate themselves. Based on our initial results, our respondents mostly see through that language 

and are focused on the right issues,” claimed Mr. Przybylinski, and “while security ranks high in their 

list of concerns, integration between cloud offerings and their existing IT infrastructure and applications 

was their biggest concern.”  

To find out more and to download the eBook on Cloud PLM, visit 

https://go.oracle.com/LP=59940?elqCampaignId=89634. 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize 

an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered 

world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods on PLM solutions. These solutions 

incorporate both business processes and a wide-ranging set of PLM-enabling technologies. 

CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and providers of technologies and services seeking 

competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, 

provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The 

company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences 

worldwide. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia 

Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website at www.CIMdata.com, follow us on 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews, or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann 

Arbor, MI 48108, USA, Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV 

Weert, The Netherlands, Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

CIMdata Publishes eBook: “Achieving the Most from Model-Based Enterprise Implementations” 

18 October 2017 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic management consulting and research firm, released a 

new eBook focused on Model-Based Enterprise (MBE).  

This eBook describes what a model-based enterprise is and also describes several related concepts 

including digital thread and digital twin. The core premise of the eBook is MBE enabled by a product 

http://www.cimdata.com/blog
https://go.oracle.com/LP=59940?elqCampaignId=89634
http://www.cimdata.com/
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innovation platform is a key strategy necessary to support the rapidly growing complexity of software-

enabled, connected products. Several MBE related projects implemented by Razorleaf, a leading system 

integrator that focuses on bridging the gap between business issues and product lifecycle management 

(PLM) enabling technologies are reviewed in the eBook. The case studies show how a model-based 

approach can support end-to-end processes and provided sustainable business value. 

According to Mr. Tom Gill, PLM Enterprise Value & Integration Knowledge Council Manager, “When 

Razorleaf approached CIMdata about publishing this eBook on MBE, we were excited. We believe that 

MBE enabled by a product innovation platform is the state of the art in strategies to address product 

complexity. Embedded software and connected products are dramatically changing the scope of value 

delivered to customers and while well received in the market, the companies developing, delivering, and 

supporting these products are struggling to ensure customer cost, reliability, and performance 

requirements. In working with Razorleaf on this project, we were impressed with their knowledge about 

MBE and the successes they have had supporting their customers’ MBE journeys.”  

To learn more about MBE and the Razorleaf approach, please download and read the complete eBook at 

https://www.cimdata.com/en/resources/complimentary-reports-research/white-papers. 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize 

an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered 

world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods on PLM solutions. These solutions 

incorporate both business processes and a wide-ranging set of PLM-enabling technologies. 

CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and providers of technologies and services seeking 

competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, 

provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The 

company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences 

worldwide. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia 

Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website at www.CIMdata.com, follow us on 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews, or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann 

Arbor, MI 48108, USA, Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV 

Weert, The Netherlands, Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Guest article by CIMdata’s Mike Fry titled “Weaving the Future, with the Digital Thread” in TCS 

Manufacturing Journal of Innovation & Transformation 

16 October 2017 

The article is a gated asset; please click here to sign up to receive the journal: 

https://www.tcs.com/manufacturing-journal-of-innovation-transformation 

Click here to return to Contents 
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SOLIDWORKS 2018: The Launch 

18 October 2017 

Key takeaways: 

• SOLIDWORKS 2018 is planned for release at the end of October 2017. 

• CAMWorks has been packaged and released under the SOLIDWORKS banner as 

SOLIDWORKS CAM. 

• The release introduces topology optimization technology from SIMULIA. 

On September 26, 2017, Dassault Systèmes hosted industry analysts, technical press, and customers at 

their Waltham, Massachusetts headquarters for the launch of SOLIDWORKS 2018. The event was also 

live streamed over the Internet. Mr. Gian Paolo Bassi, CEO of the SOLIDWORKS brand, welcomed the 

attendees and noted that “SOLIDWORKS is everywhere,” with 5.1 million users at 261,000 companies 

around the world. He spoke of the company’s “values, vision, and actions.” He addressed company 

values that centered on being responsive to customer demands in an ever changing world, and on being 

responsible, fostering the belief that “technology is a transformative force” in the world. CIMdata 

recognizes that SOLIDWORKS has gained broad-based acceptance in design and is exceptionally 

positioned to influence product development. 

Mr. Bassi noted that SOLIDWORKS’ vision showed the future of design built on the integration of 

multiple disciplines and automation through machine learning and artificial intelligence (AI). He spoke 

of fostering aspects of “assistive, augmented, and autonomous” design. With regard to actions, Mr. 

Bassi listed SOLIDWORKS support on the desktop as well as on Dassault Systèmes’ 3DEXPERIENCE 

platform providing users a choice in how they manage their solution. 

Smart Manufacturing 

The SOLIDWORKS team highlighted four topics in the new release that focused on how “Great 

Designs get Built.” The first was smart manufacturing and the role model-centric design plays in 

providing a single source of intelligent information. The team listed a number of improvements to the 

SOLIDWORKS core that support a complete design-through-manufacturing strategy.  

 

Figure 1—Part Assembly with MBD Annotation (PMI) 

(Courtesy of SOLIDWORKS) 
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The release includes model-based definition (MBD) enhancements and the ability to import foreign data 

formats (PTC’s CREO, Siemens PLM Software’s NX, Dassault Systèmes’ V5, and ISO STEP 242) with 

part manufacturing information (PMI). The team touted the ability to generate more accurate 3D PDFs 

and export ISO STEP AP242 formatted data with machine readable annotations. CIMdata commends 

SOLIDWORKS for their continued pursuit of a complete 3D solution from design to manufacturing. 

Their users will see improved workflows and cost savings. 

SOLIDWORKS CAM 

As part of the Smart Manufacturing topic and arguably the most impactful aspect of the release was the 

announcement of SOLIDWORKS CAM. The solution is powered by CAMWorks,1 a tolerance-based 

machining solution. SOLIDWORKS CAM offers rules-based part and assembly machining including 

2.5-axis milling and 2-axis turning. The solution is fully integrated within SOLIDWORKS so users need 

not leave the familiar SOLIDWORKS environment. It supports feature recognition and can generate 

machining operations directly from native SOLIDWORKS or imported foreign data leveraging PMI 

information. Toolpaths are associative to the model and are automatically updated based on changes to 

the model. CIMdata welcomes the SOLIDWORKS decision to package and offer their users 

SOLIDWORKS CAM. It protects the investment of CAMWorks users and adds proven CAM 

capabilities to SOLIDWORKS. 

Next Generation Design 

The second topic the SOLIDWORKS team focused on was the release’s enhancements to the design 

process itself. For the CAD manager, the release contains an Administration Portal which allows assets 

(software, licenses, etc.) to be managed online. SOLIDWORKS products can be associated to specific 

users including license information such as serial number and date of expiration. In addition, 

SOLIDWORKS Online Licensing supports quick changes to move licenses between machines including 

users’ UI customizations. 

Additional work was done for touch-enabled devices including the addition of a touch mode toolbar. 

The SOLIDWORKS team also added larger context and gesture menus for ease of use. A freehand 

touch sketching capability is enabled for users of Windows 10 that can automatically convert pen 

strokes to sketch shapes. CIMdata believes that SOLIDWORKS 2018 users will find these functions 

will contribute to their ease of use in environments that take them away from their normal office 

workstations. 

Topology Optimization 

The premier enhancement under the umbrella of next generation design is the addition of topology 

optimization. This emerging technology is gaining interest across numerous product development 

industries for the generation of optimum product design forms based on engineering load and other 

constraints. The output of the optimization feeds directly into Additive Manufacturing (AM)/3D printing 

processes. The technology comes from Dassault Systèmes’ SIMULIA product line and is embedded 

within SOLIDWORKS 2018. CIMdata spoke with Mr. Bassi after the launch event and discussed how 

SOLIDWORKS 2018 enables design for AM (DfAM) processes. Mr. Bassi clearly has passion for 

changing the way engineers design things for AM. His holistic vision encompasses Generative Design 

and Topology Optimization to reduce weight and improve performance of products. He also recognizes 

education is needed to help engineers transition from traditional design to DfAM, and believes huge 

                                                 
1
  On April 1st, 2016, Geometric, the developers of CAMWorks signed an agreement with HCL Technologies to transfer its business to HCL Tech by way of a demerger, 

except for its 58% share in the joint venture with Dassault Systèmes (3DPLM Software Solutions Limited (3DPLM)). The transition became effective on March 2, 2017. 
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gains can be made by engineers once they embrace DfAM into their design processes. For example, a 

10-part assembly could become a single AM part thus eliminating significant time and cost throughout 

the product’s lifecycle, is a concept he envisions. 

Underlying the optimization solution is a reliance on mesh modeling, a new addition to the geometric 

kernel used by SOLIDWORKS 2018. Mesh modeling introduces the geometric object of a planar 

triangle as a new construct. Users can modify mesh bodies or generate precise geometric surfaces from 

meshes. The foundational technology opens up improvements to reverse engineering processes and 

upgrades the ability to import and manipulate scanned data. 

Essential Design Tools 

The third topic on the agenda covered a series of enhancements across the SOLIDWORKS 2018 product 

to improve design. One such improvement to enhance the user experience is an Assembly Open 

Progress Indicator. The gauge shows users the timing of opening large product assemblies.  

Another user experience improvement that was announced, to the applause of users in the audience, was 

the ability to mirror 3D sketch geometry. Further additions included the ability to reverse tangent 

directions on arcs and splines. CIMdata applauds the SOLIDWORKS team’s continued ability to 

improve the product to meet the detailed requests of their users. 

Delivering Great Design 

The fourth and final emphasized topic on the agenda addressed enhancements that offered users 

interesting new ways to design and assemble component models. First, was a Tab and Slot Feature 

defining an assembly mating of tab into slot. The ingenious tab and slot feature offers the ability to 

minimize assembly and set-up costs. It is not restricted to sheet metal parts. 

 

Figure 2—Assembly with Tab and Slot Features  

(Courtesy of SOLIDWORKS) 

Additional enhancements are included for drawings and eDrawings, such as full STEP AP242 support 

within eDrawings. SOLIDWORKS Visualize delivers a refreshed user interface, area lights, and virtual 

reality capabilities. 

SOLIDWORKS Manage built atop SOLIDWORKS PDM now offers user project and process 

management as well as interactive dashboards and reporting.  

Summary and Opinion 

The forthcoming SOLIDWORKS 2018 release carries on its long tradition of a mix of new capabilities 
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and user requested enhancements. CIMdata agrees that SOLIDWORKS is one of the very few CAD 

solutions that is broadly accepted by the product design community and uniquely positioned to help 

drive new technologies and new design methodologies. CIMdata welcomes the extensive enhancements 

found in SOLIDWORKS 2018 and believes they will contribute to user success and innovation. 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, an independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize an 

enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM). CIMdata provides world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-

practice methods on PLM. CIMdata also offers research, subscription services, publications, and 

education through international conferences. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website 

at http://www.CIMdata.com or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108, 

USA. Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV Weert, The 

Netherlands. Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Acquisitions 

Accenture Announces Intention to Acquire French Digital Commerce Agency Altima  

17 October 2017 

Accenture has entered into exclusive negotiations to acquire Altima, a full-service digital commerce 

agency, headquartered in France and with offices in China, Canada and the United States. The 

acquisition would boost Accenture Interactive’s capabilities in France and other key markets to help 

brands attract consumers and turn them into loyal customers with differentiated and compelling digital 

experiences. 

  

The acquisition requires prior consultation with the relevant works councils and would be subject to 

customary closing conditions. Financial terms of the transaction are not being disclosed. 

 

Altima creates and adapts experiences for eCommerce, mobile and in-store commerce. Its work for 

prestigious French and global brands has been recognized with numerous awards, most recently the 

2016 Trophées E-Commerce in the user experience design category and a 2016 W3 Award for design 

and user experience. Altima’s offering spans experience strategy, user experience design, digital 

marketing services and multichannel commerce platform implementation. 

  

“Experiences are where brands win and lose customers, today more than ever,” said Anatoly Roytman, 

head of Accenture Interactive Europe, Africa, Middle East, and Latin America and global digital 

commerce lead for Accenture. ”Adding Altima’s skills to Accenture Interactive will help in our mission 

to create the best experiences on the planet for clients.” 

  

“France is home to many of the world’s most exciting and successful brands,” said Christian Nibourel, 

country managing director for Accenture in France and Benelux. “At the same time, it’s a market where 

http://www.cimdata.com/
http://www.altima-agency.com/
https://www.accenture.com/us-en/interactive-index?src=SOMS
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many international brands are trying to gain market share. The acquisition of Altima would put 

Accenture Interactive in France in an excellent position to help businesses innovate the digital 

experiences and expand their footprint, locally and internationally.” 

  

“Altima and Accenture Interactive share the same culture of innovation and passion for designing the 

future of commerce,” said Arnaud Monnier, CEO of Altima. “We are excited to join forces with the 

world’s largest digital network. The global scale of Accenture Interactive would provide a unique 

opportunity for us to bring our work for clients to a new level, and offer new career opportunities to our 

people.” 

  

Founded in 1997, Altima has a team of 370 people working from offices in Roubaix, Paris and Lyon 

(France), Montréal (Canada), Beijing, Shanghai and Hong Kong (China), and New York (U.S.). 

  

In France, the Altima team would enable Accenture Interactive to better help companies grow their 

customer experience offering and expand into other markets. In China, it would boost Accenture 

Interactive’s services in commerce and content, which are critical areas for Chinese companies. In 

Canada, Altima recently merged its team with Montréal-based web marketing agency Konversion. The 

joint team will strengthen the Accenture Interactive end-to-end digital marketing services available to 

Canadian clients, in both English and French. 

  

Once completed, Altima would be the seventeenth acquisition Accenture Interactive has made since 

2013. Recent acquisitions include MATTER, a design and innovation firm, Wire Stone, a creative 

marketing agency, Clearhead, a digital optimization company, and Media Hive, an e-commerce 

solutions specializing in Salesforce Commerce Cloud implementation (all US). Other acquisitions in 

2016 and 2017 include creative agencies The Monkeys/Maud (Australia) and Karmarama (UK), 

communications agency Kunstmaan (Belgium), and digital agency SinnerSchrader (Germany). 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

HBM Prenscia increases footprint in reliability engineering services with Omnicon acquisition 

19 October 2017 

HBM Prenscia has confirmed today the acquisition of the privately-held The Omnicon Group, 

Inc. ("Omnicon"), through its parent organization, Spectris plc. Combining Prenscia's technology with 

Omnicon's recognized expertise in reliability design and testing will enable a more complete 

understanding of system and asset reliability performance that is of critical importance to our customers 

in reducing life cycle costs. 

Omnicon focuses on reliability analysis and services for safety critical, mission critical and revenue 

critical systems supporting the design and development of reliable electronic and embedded software 

systems; detecting and mitigating risks; executing design objectives and maintaining process and 

revenue flows. Through this acquisition, Prenscia extends its capabilities to provide an attractive single 

and unique source combining extended technology to address reliability, availability and maintainability 

(RAM) for complete systems — through a combination of software and services. 

"This is a major milestone in our drive to offer industry-leading engineering solutions for managing risk 

https://newsroom.accenture.com/news/accenture-acquires-leading-design-and-innovation-firm-matter.htm
https://newsroom.accenture.com/news/accenture-acquires-marketing-agency-wire-stone-to-deliver-connected-customer-experiences.htm
https://newsroom.accenture.com/news/accenture-acquires-clearhead-to-help-brands-boost-the-effectiveness-of-their-digital-customer-experiences.htm
https://newsroom.accenture.com/news/accenture-acquires-media-hive-to-expand-its-commerce-capabilities.htm
https://newsroom.accenture.com/news/accenture-acquires-creative-and-design-agencies-the-monkeys-and-maud-to-expand-its-customer-experience-capabilities-in-australia-and-new-zealand.htm
https://newsroom.accenture.com/news/accenture-acquires-creative-agency-karmarama-to-expand-its-brand-strategy-mobile-experience-capabilities-in-the-uk.htm
https://newsroom.accenture.com/news/accenture-acquires-kunstmaan-to-boost-its-customer-experience-services-in-belgium.htm
https://newsroom.accenture.com/news/accenture-completes-acquisition-of-62-percent-majority-shareholding-in-sinnerschrader-ag-expands-customer-experience-offering-in-germany.htm
http://www.omnicongroup.com/
http://www.omnicongroup.com/
http://www.spectris.com/
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and safety," says Brian Dabell, Executive Vice President of HBM Prenscia. "The addition of Omnicon 

widens our area of expertise in reliability and enables us to deepen the software and electronics related 

service capabilities of Prenscia. We now have the opportunity to support wider and deeper customer 

relationships through the ability to deliver more integrated reliability engineering solutions to meet 

growing customer demand." 

Omnicon will retain its current location in Hauppauge, New York, USA; operating as a unit within 

Prenscia. Omnicon will become a key part of Prenscia's growing engineering services segment; offering 

RAM (Reliability, Availability and Maintainability) engineering consultancy services (including the key 

growth area for design, development and testing of reliable and robust software, electronics, firmware 

and systems), working alongside and complementary to Prenscia's nCode and ReliaSoft products. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Company News 

Accenture Appoints Iliana Oris Valiente as Global Blockchain Innovation Lead 

16 October 2017 

Accenture has appointed Iliana Oris Valiente as managing director and global blockchain innovation 

lead for the company's emerging technology group, effective immediately. 

In this role, Oris Valiente provides blockchain advisory services to Accenture clients and is responsible 

for developing Accenture's cross-industry blockchain technology capabilities and its talent pool for 

blockchain consulting, architecture and technology delivery. She also will lead initiatives to help drive 

Accenture's leadership and engagement within the ecosystem of blockchain solution providers and 

industry consortia, as well as open source development communities globally. Additionally, Oris 

Valiente serves as head of Accenture's blockchain practice in Canada and advises Accenture's strategic 

growth initiatives steering committee on the topic of blockchain. 

Blockchain is a new type of distributed database system that maintains and records data in a way that 

allows multiple stakeholders to confidently and securely share access to the same information. 

"Iliana is a trailblazer in the global blockchain community, with deep experience driving innovations 

and ground-breaking research," said Simon Whitehouse, senior managing director and head of 

Accenture's global blockchain practice. "Her knowledge, leadership and ability to act as a conduit 

between the blockchain developer community and business will be a strong asset to our clients and 

leadership, as we help a range of industries leverage distributed ledger technology." 

Oris Valiente is a published author and sought-after speaker, with prior leadership roles in Deloitte's 

blockchain practice, where she oversaw the Rubix group. Most recently, she founded ColliderX, a 

nonprofit blockchain research and development organization, where she also chairs the board of 

directors. 

Based in Toronto, Oris Valiente graduated summa cum laude from the University of Ottawa with a 

bachelor's degree in commerce and is a certified public accountant and chartered accountant. She speaks 

four languages and is an active community volunteer engaged in programs to raise funds to support local 

charities, teach personal-finance to local youth and mentor highly skilled non-national residents. 

http://www.ncode.com/
http://www.reliasoft.com/
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Accenture Joins Partnership on AI, Bolsters Commitment to Responsible AI That Benefits People 

and Society 

19 October 2017 

Accenture has joined the Partnership on AI, a prestigious alliance of businesses, researchers, academics 

and policy makers that work to advance the understanding of artificial intelligence (AI) technology and 

develop best practices on the challenges and opportunities within the field. Accenture joins other 

prominent industry leaders who share its commitment to advancing the field of AI so that it benefits 

people and society. Accenture will actively contribute its own insights, research and capabilities in areas 

including Responsible AI, and will dedicate people and resources to collaborate with Partnership on AI 

members to help address important global challenges such as food, diversity, inclusion, health, 

education and economic opportunity. 

“We are thrilled to join the Partnership on AI. We believe businesses, governments and academia have a 

critical role in co-innovating and applying AI to invent new educational, workforce and business models 

that are both responsible and responsive to the needs of people and society. It’s up to us to ensure AI can 

truly be a force for public good,” said Paul Daugherty, Accenture’s chief technology & innovation 

officer. “Our experience and research demonstrates that AI’s true potential can only be achieved by 

adopting a ‘people first’ approach that reflects what we call Responsible AI – being fair, accountable, 

honest, transparent and human-centric in how we apply AI. We are proud to join the Partnership on AI 

to contribute in these areas and help define a successful and impactful future for AI.” 

“At Accenture, we understand the growth that AI can generate for businesses. Pioneering leaders are 

wielding it to reinvent how businesses innovate, operate, and compete,” said Nicola Morini, global lead 

for Accenture’s AI strategic growth initiative. “We are firmly committed to the Partnership on AI and its 

mission. Through our involvement, we will extend our current collaboration with our industry peers and 

ecosystem partners, and harness our combined thinking and talents to identify important areas for 

discussion and resolution, and formulate best practices to help AI achieve its potential to positively 

impact our world.” 

Founded in 2016 to promote the belief that AI technologies hold great promise for raising the quality of 

people’s lives, the Partnership on AI and its members aim to recommend best practices and conduct and 

publish research under an open license in areas such as ethics, fairness and inclusivity; transparency, 

privacy, and interoperability; collaboration between people and AI systems; and the trustworthiness, 

reliability and robustness of the technology. Founding members include Apple, Amazon, Facebook, 

Google/DeepMind, IBM and Microsoft. 

Accenture is dedicated to leading the charge toward Responsible AI, with the goal of providing better 

outcomes for all people. Working with its Global 2000 clients to actively design and direct AI to 

augment and amplify human capabilities, Accenture is committed to helping people to achieve more for 

themselves as individuals and for the world around them. Through its #AI4Good initiative, Accenture is 

making investments in unlocking the power of AI technologies through inclusive innovation co-created 

with ecosystem partners that leads to positive, scalable societal impact. 

Click here to return to Contents 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.partnershiponai.org%2F&esheet=51702121&newsitemid=20171019006130&lan=en-US&anchor=Partnership+on+AI&index=1&md5=d0382b1401963881b4f88177218298e8
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.accenture.com%2Fus-en%2Fblogs%2Fblogs-nicola-morini-bianzino-responsible-ai&esheet=51702121&newsitemid=20171019006130&lan=en-US&anchor=Responsible+AI&index=2&md5=97c521a561e0d8917c3fe011e531d8fb
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CORT Receives All-Star Award for Destination Services At 2017 Altair Global Supplier Partner 

Awards 

16 October 2017 

CORT Destination Services, a Berkshire Hathaway Company, was recently awarded the All-Star Award 

for Destination Services at the 2017 Altair Global Supplier Partner Awards ceremony. Held in Chicago 

during Worldwide ERC’s® Global Workforce Symposium, the invitation-only event hosted by Altair 

Global recognized their suppliers’ outstanding achievements. 

“We are thrilled with this industry recognition,” said Jeff Rowe, vice president of Destination Services, 

CORT. “The award is testament to our ongoing work and commitment to providing exceptional service 

to our valued customers, clients and partners.” 

The award was presented to CORT for their excellent service quality and expertise in all aspects of 

destination services, for their active participation in industry organizations, and for the company’s 

proven commitment to service innovation, program flexibility, cost stewardship, added value offerings 

and responsiveness to client needs and preferences. 

“Altair Global could not be a leading mobility provider without the steadfast support of our supplier 

partners,” said Chad Sterling, chief executive officer, Altair Global. “I value our dynamic relationship 

with CORT and appreciate their success in the field of destination services. We look forward to 

continued mutual success and leadership within the mobility industry.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Dell Inc. Expects to Donate Over $14 Million Globally in STEM Education for Underserved Children 

This Year 

11 October 2017 

As a part of ongoing efforts to invest in a more diverse technology workforce, Dell Inc. expects to 

contribute $14 million in grants and technology donations to support future generations of STEM 

workers, in current fiscal year which ends Feb. 3, 2018. Current donations made across Dell’s 71 youth 

learning partners globally are expected to bring technology education to more than 1.5 million 

underserved youth. With the expected contributions, a total of 4 million children will be impacted 

through Dell’s strategic giving programs, since 2014. 

The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics expects total number of jobs in STEM fields to grow 12.5% by 

2022, in the U.S. alone. As the technology industry looks for new ways to diversify its workforce, 

there’s an opportunity to expand STEM initiatives to those who may be underserved in this area 

currently. Specifically, there is room for the public and private sectors to commit more to STEM 

education and mentorship to underserved youth. By encouraging all youth regardless of gender or 

ethnicity or social class to study STEM, there’s an opportunity to bring different perspectives to STEM-

related industries as well as fulfill jobs in the future. 

“We believe that the future belongs to those who can build digital technologies and those who can use 

technology to solve the world’s biggest challenges,” said Karen Quintos, chief customer officer, 

https://www.bls.gov/spotlight/2017/science-technology-engineering-and-mathematics-stem-occupations-past-present-and-future/pdf/science-technology-engineering-and-mathematics-stem-occupations-past-present-and-future.pdf
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Dell. “The technology industry is creating the jobs of the future, as technology is the critical enabler for 

business, no matter the sector. It is our responsibility to prepare the next generation, particularly 

underserved populations, with technology access as well as the core skills and confidence to thrive in a 

digital world.” 

Dell’s partnerships 

Dell has dedicated funds, technology and expertise globally to further empower and enable interested 

youth from around the world to explore STEM fields. Some of Dell’s commitments this fiscal year 

include: 

• Girls Who Code: The U.S. nonprofit is dedicated to closing the gender gap in technology by 

teaching computer skills and coding to more than 40,000 girls across America. Dell has donated 

$300,000 this year, including donations of Alienware laptops for several of the Girls Who Code 

Summer Immersion Programs and their after-school Clubs programs. 

• Citizen Schools: Approximately 1,800 students in Massachusetts, New York, North Carolina and 

California can access STEM-based apprenticeship programs through Citizen Schools. Dell has 

donated more than $500,000 in grants this year. 

• REAP: Stanford University’s Rural Education Action Program (REAP) program benefits tens of 

thousands of rural and migrant students in China through a computer-aided learning program. 

Dell has donated more than $500,000 this year. 

• Camara Education: This Ireland-based charity provides educational institutions with technology, 

educator and support to help them improve educational outcomes. Camara Education’s services 

are delivered through a network of local hubs in Ethiopia, Kenya, Lesotho, Tanzania, Zambia, 

United Kingdom and Ireland. This year, Dell donated a grant of $650,000, benefiting more than 

250,000 youth and 2,000 educators in 240 locations. 

• Dell will open two new Solar Powered Learning Labs in South Africa this month, with more 

planned. These innovative programs bring technology and connectivity to students, teachers and 

communities through solar power and Wyse thin client workstations. 

• American India Foundation: Nearly $600,000 was donated this year to the foundation, which 

enables technology-based classroom teaching methods across six states in India. The in-person 

programs benefit more than 90,000 youth, and satellite programs benefit nearly 190,000. Part of 

this donation included product donations of Dell’s Latitude laptops as well as Precision tower 

desktops. 

Power of One 

In addition to donations, Dell is launching the “Power of One” mentor program. The program challenges 

Dell team members and others in the technology industry to dedicate time to volunteer or mentor one 

child about their job, why they love it, and how it makes a difference. Dell believes that just one 

conversation can have a lasting impact and set a child on the course to change the world. 

“The power of mentorship is immeasurable,” Trisa Thompson, senior vice president and chief 

responsibility officer of Dell. “Children especially need strong role models. We are excited to encourage 

the tech industry as a whole to embrace a culture of mentorship and to encourage a more diverse, and in 

turn successful, STEM workforce for tomorrow.” 

Additional quotes 

https://girlswhocode.com/books/
http://www.dell.com/en-us/gaming/alienware
http://www.girlswhocode.com/clubs
https://www.citizenschools.org/
http://reap.fsi.stanford.edu/
http://camara.org/usa/
http://www.dell.com/learn/us/en/uscorp1/corp-comm/solar-power-youth-learning
http://aif.org/
http://www.dell.com/en-us/work/shop/cty/sf/latitude-laptops
http://www.dell.com/en-us/work/shop/workstations-isv-certified-dell/sc/workstations
http://www.dell.com/en-us/work/shop/workstations-isv-certified-dell/sc/workstations
http://www.dell.com/powerofone
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Reshma Saujani, Founder and CEO of Girls Who Code 

“Technology is the single-most powerful industry in its potential to rapidly reinvent society as we know 

it. We cannot limit a girl’s ability to shape this future simply because she lacks access to the necessary 

technology and resources to gain a computer science education. Dell’s continued partnership with Girls 

Who Code has enabled thousands of young girl to realize the full potential of their future and we are 

excited to continue working together.” 

Sajit Menon, Head of Programs, American Indian Foundation 

“Too often we give children answers to remember rather than problems to solve. Through the Digital 

Equalizer Program, supported by Dell’s Youth Learning program, we aim at providing underserved 

children access to technology integrated education with a special focus on science. We empower the 

teachers by providing them digitized content for science and by creating an enabling environment for 

students to learn and grow. 

John Fitzsimons, CEO, Camara Education 

Camara Education has been working with Dell for many years. Our success together is built on our 

shared vision; to leverage the potential of technology to enhance education. Previous successful projects 

together include the startup of our Tanzanian hub, which is now a full-fledged social enterprise 

impacting thousands of students per year. This is also at the core of our partnership; empowering a 

young generation to improve their own life opportunities. We are very excited to have Dell on board for 

our groundbreaking project in Ethiopia. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Electric Cloud Appoints Carmine Napolitano as Next CEO 

20 October 2017 

Electric Cloud today announced the appointment of Carmine Napolitano as its next CEO. Napolitano, 

who previously served as the company's CFO, succeeds Steve Brodie, who successfully guided Electric 

Cloud from a company which was focused primarily on Continuous Integration (CI) tools to become the 

recognized leader in DevOps and Application Release Automation (ARA). Brodie will continue to work 

with Electric Cloud as a Strategic Advisor to the company as they build upon the success and 

momentum Electric Cloud has achieved as it evolves into its next chapter of growth. 

"We believe Steve's vision, and the hard work of all our employees and partners, played a huge part in 

helping us achieve our market leading position," said Napolitano. "Moving forward, we must continue 

to execute on our strategy of connecting and automating the most important aspects of software delivery 

to help customers drive business value by releasing high-quality applications more quickly and safely." 

Napolitano has over 25 years of experience as a CEO, COO and CFO, working with industry-leading 

teams at both public and private companies including: Paradata, Blekko, Computer Access 

Technologies, LeCroy, Centric Software and Wavefront Technologies.  He has successfully completed 

over $500 million in financial transactions, including an IPO, three company exits, and more than a 

dozen financings. 

"It has been a privilege and an honor to work with so many great employees, partners and customers, as 

we introduced enterprises to the DevOps movement by co-founding the DevOps Enterprise Summitand 

https://events.itrevolution.com/us/
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by creating a robust ARA platform to help customers in market-share with accelerating software-driven 

innovation," said Brodie. "We believe Electric Cloud is the clear market leader, and I'm confident that 

Carmine and the Electric Cloud team has all of the elements necessary to take the company to the next 

level." 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Esteco Academy Supporst Embraer and ITA’s Master Program in Aeronautical and Mechanical 

Engineering  

16 October 2017 

ESTECO Academy proudly supports the educational initiative by ITA and EMBRAER by providing 

modeFRONTIER software license, ESTECO's landmark platform for design optimization.  

The Professional Master's was created to meet the demand of the EMBRAER - one of the largest aircraft 

manufactures in the world- for highly skilled human resources. By providing financial support to 

students and offering education on advanced content the company actively participates in the students 

preparation and responds to its technological needs.  

Launched in 2001 and recognized by the Brazilian Federal Agency for Support and Evaluation of 

Graduate Education (Coordenação de Aperfeiçoameto de Pessoal de Nível Superior, CAPES), the 

Program has already trained 24 groups and over 1,400 engineers, offering them a professional master’s 

diploma in Aeronautical Engineering.  

The objective of the two-year Master’s program is to provide the aeronautical industry with highly 

prepared professionals by offering specialization in Aerodynamics, Propulsion and Energy, Structures 

and Solid Mechanics, Mechatronics and Aerospace Systems Dynamics. In addition to that, the Program 

includes a professional training in which the students will develop aircraft design projects whose high 

level specifications are defined by Embraer.  

“Aircraft design is inherently a multidisciplinary task. So, in the last years the Program has offered a 

Multidisciplinary Design Optimization (MDO) course to motivate the students to apply optimization 

techniques in their projects. The use of modeFRONTIER helps the students to practice the concepts 

learned during the course in a easy, quick and visual way. Thus, they assimilate better the subject and 

the pedagogical process becomes more interesting and dynamic. Besides, the application of optimization 

techniques can lead to better performance, lower costs and more mature designs,” said Ana Paula Curty 

Cuco, Research and Development Engineer at Embraer and Scientific Advisor in MDO of the 

professional training.  

“We look forward to learning more about how students will apply our optimization technology in the 

development of their projects and we wish best of luck to all the prospect graduates,” said Enrico 

Nobile, ESTECO Scientific Advisor. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

eSUB Announces Integration Partnership with Autodesk 

19 October 2017 
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eSUB Construction Software (eSUB), a leading provider of mobile and cloud-based project 

management and labor tracking solutions for subcontractors, is proud to announce the partnership with 

Autodesk. The partnership provides subcontractors with direct access to building information modeling 

(BIM) from their eSUB project management solution. With the integration of eSUB and Autodesk BIM 

360, eSUB is advancing the relationship between the subcontractor, owner, and designer to improve 

construction collaboration and reduce costs and errors during the construction phase. 

"I'm thrilled about the opportunities that this partnership with Autodesk provides to subcontractors," 

says eSUB Chief Strategy Officer Benny Baltrotsky. "Everything that we do at eSUB is to streamline 

processes for subcontractors through improved documentation and collaboration. Having access to BIM 

360 does just that by opening up access to 3D models for the subcontractor to collaborate directly with 

the designer. Using a 3D model, subcontractors can address issues before construction begins to save 

significant time and money due to costly rework and errors." 

eSUB's cloud-based construction project management platform centralizes project documentation to 

streamline communications between the field and office teams. The eSUB Field Works mobile app 

provides a quick and easy way for field personnel to document jobsite activity and access the latest 

project information. Autodesk's BIM 360 opens up access to view, annotate, and share 3D BIM models 

(along with 2D plans) to the entire project team. Through the new technology partnership, eSUB 

customers will be able to access the latest 3D plans and files from BIM 360 directly from their eSUB 

platform for a holistic view of a project to catch possible errors in design before work begins to save 

money and lost hours on rework. 

"This partnership isn't just about the integration of two powerful construction management products, but 

rather it is about providing construction professionals predictable project insights when they need it," 

said Sarah Hodges, Director of the Construction Business Line at Autodesk. "The construction industry 

is full of risk and relatively low margins, and together with eSUB, we will begin to address these 

challenges by helping to improve communication among subcontractors, owners, designers, general 

contractors, and others involved in a construction project." 

"Subcontractors have a unique position in the process of construction in which a majority are not 

included in the design and pre-construction phase," says Wendy Rogers, eSUB President and Chief 

Executive Officer. "Our partnership with Autodesk is designed to break down barriers and provide 

subcontractors with more tools to help them mitigate risk on projects." 

The eSUB integration with BIM 360 was developed on Autodesk Forge, which is a connected developer 

cloud platform which enables customers and partners to create customized, scalable solutions for 

engineering, construction and manufacturing challenges. Viewing 3D models in eSUB is the first phase 

of the integration between Autodesk and eSUB. The Forge BIM 360 API provides additional integration 

points to connect eSUB and BIM 360 for stronger collaboration on projects, reducing duplicate work 

and manual entry, and improving overall construction workflow. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Intervate, a T-Systems company, relaunches with visionary new brand identity and solution offering 

as part of renewed innovation focus 

16 October 2017 
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Intervate, a T-Systems company specialising in digital transformation solutions centred around user 

productivity, user experience, business process automation and enterprise content management 

solutions, recently unveiled its new brand identity. The new brand aims to reaffirm Intervate's 

philosophy of ‘anything's possible' while aligning the brand more closely with that of parent company, 

T-Systems South Africa. 

Says Craig Mitchelmore, Head of Intervate (North), "We have been successfully delivering cutting-edge 

solutions for over 17 years, and in that time we have established ourselves as the leading South African 

Microsoft partner for information, worker and collaboration solutions. Becoming a part of the global T-

Systems organisation has created opportunities for us to expand our horizons, tap into new growth 

opportunities and develop new competencies and solution offerings that are assisting organisations to 

engage their digital transformation strategies. Our new brand stands to reaffirm our commitment to 

innovation, while underscoring our cohesive ties with T-Systems." 

Intervate's brand relaunch follows hot on the heels of T-Systems' announcement to partner closely with 

Microsoft, to assist organisations in taking full advantage of Microsoft's Azure Cloud computing 

service. Microsoft recently announced plans to deploy local Azure datacentres in Johannesburg and 

Cape Town. 

"The combined relationships that both Intervate and T-Systems have with Microsoft will enable us to 

leverage Azure as our hyperscale public cloud platform of choice. This will strengthen and extend our 

Microsoft offering while T-Systems' customers can tap into Intervate's user centric, innovation driven 

portfolio of offerings. The synergies are extensive and create a perfect triangulation," adds Mitchelmore. 

"The market is changing rapidly and we need to assist our customers to engage the digital era 

effectively," says Mpumi Nhlapo, Head of Marketing and Communications at T-Systems South Africa. 

"We have been working towards aligning the T-Systems and Intervate teams more closely to bridge our 

core value propositions and build synergies between the two organisations, delivering greater value to 

our customers." 

One such example is the recently announced Design Thinking Labs, a consulting service that marries 

creative technology concepts together with design thinking principles, and applies them to solve 

business problems. The new offering will not only help Intervate to co-create solutions to resolve 

burning business problems with their customers, but will also be used to drive a new form of 

engagement with customers within T-Systems as well. 

Nhlapo adds, "Furthermore, customers are looking for unique and consumer-led solutions. The Intervate 

brand coupled with a reaffirmed collaboration with the broader T-Systems, is aimed at strengthening our 

ability to deliver exactly that, while remaining a step ahead of the curve." 

Intervate will retain its autonomy as a separate business within T-Systems and the team will continue, as 

a group of agile, innovative creative strategists, to introduce innovative solutions for enterprises to be 

able to engage their customers as well as their internal communities in rapidly evolving digital world. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Museum of Science, Boston to Receive $10 Million Gift from MathWorks 

19 October 2017 
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The Museum of Science has announced that it will receive a gift of $10 million from MathWorks, the 

Natick-based developer of mathematical computing software. The gift will fund the development of a 

new permanent technology and engineering exhibit, set to open in 2020. The exhibit, under 

development, will be part of the initial phase of the most comprehensive project in the Museum’s 

history: the transformation of the 100,000-square foot Blue Wing. 

The new exhibit will provide a permanent home for one of the Museum’s most popular programs –– 

Engineering Design Challenges. With this facilitated program at its heart, the new exhibit will feature 

multiple opportunities for visitors to engage in compelling, hands-on engineering activities. The exhibit 

will welcome a broad range of visitors but will have a particular emphasis on girls and women as well as 

families with young children. As visitors work together to solve challenges, they will recognize that they 

are using many of the same skills engineers and computer scientists use, including creativity, 

collaboration, and learning from failure. 

“Expanding upon years of support and partnership from MathWorks, this generous gift demonstrates the 

close alignment of our missions, values, and commitment to inspiring the next generation of scientists 

and engineers as they create solutions, investigate questions and imagine possible worlds for both today 

and tomorrow,” said Ioannis Miaoulis, president and director of the Museum of Science. “We’re grateful 

to have a partner like MathWorks that supports our vision to transform the Blue Wing into a state-of-

the-art, integrated experience that excites, empowers, and engages everyone to be the critical thinkers 

needed to shape our technological future.” 

The gift from MathWorks will fund the design, fabrication, and construction of the exhibit, as well as 

fund an endowment that will ensure the exhibit remains well-maintained and up-to-date. MathWorks has 

been a supporter of the Museum since 1991, sponsor of the Mugar Omni Theater since 2005, and a 

Premier Partner since 2008. MathWorks staff have volunteered their time to support numerous 

engineering and computer science events at the Museum. 

“MathWorks is committed to helping students discover their passion for STEM subjects. To 

complement classroom learning, they need to experience working hands-on to explore, experiment, 

model and build,” said MathWorks CEO Jack Little. “The Museum of Science shares in this approach to 

education, and we are very happy to expand our partnership through the Blue Wing transformation and 

creation of the MathWorks exhibit.” 

Fabrication and construction of the exhibit is scheduled to begin in 2019 with the goal of opening to the 

public in spring 2020. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

NEC Europe Appoints Hironobu Kurosaki as President and CEO 

17 October 2017 

NEC Europe Ltd. today announced the appointment of Hironobu Kurosaki as President and CEO. In this 

role, Mr. Kurosaki will lead the growth of NEC Europe’s business for a broad range of customers 

spanning across its key business segments of Public Safety, Public IT services and Telecom Carrier 

Solutions in the EMEA region (Europe, the Middle East and Africa). 

Since joining NEC in 1983, Mr. Kurosaki has gained extensive international experience in the 

development of sales, marketing and strategy throughout the Americas and EMEA. 
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In recent years, he has played a leading role in the development of NEC’s global business, where his 

experience as President of NEC Telecommunication and Information Technology Ltd. (Turkey), and 

contributions as General Manager of NEC’s Americas and EMEA Division have helped to deliver high-

powered solutions and drive new growth in strategic markets. 

“In the face of terrorism and other public threats, it is becoming a top priority throughout EMEA to 

strengthen the security and surveillance of borders, public spaces and major infrastructure, such as 

airports,” said Mr. Kurosaki. “There are now a wide range of initiatives being started in order to ensure 

the safety, security and efficiency of our cities. NEC’s Information and Communication Technologies 

(ICT) and solutions make valuable contributions to these initiatives and help ensure that cities 

throughout EMEA are safer and smarter.” 

“I look forward to further addressing these important needs and creating new social value by capitalizing 

on NEC's ICT, including some of the world’s leading Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Internet of Things 

(IoT) advancements, while building on the relationships of trust we hold with our customers and 

partners.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

NetSuite Accelerates Business Expansion in EMEA 
16 October 2017 

Oracle NetSuite today launched SuiteSuccess editions for Ireland and UK headquartered companies and 

announced more EMEA-specific product enhancements, more new offices in the region and more 

customer and partner wins. With the resources of Oracle, NetSuite is able to accelerate growth and 

product innovation, and strengthen its commitment to customer and partner success in the region. 

“EMEA has long been a strategic region for NetSuite and a key factor in our growth,” said Mark 

Woodhams, VP EMEA for Oracle NetSuite. “With the backing of Oracle’s resources, we are doubling 

down on our commitment to the region to help ensure more customer and partner success.” 

MORE LOCALISED FUNCTIONALITY 

The new NetSuite OneWorld features unveiled today deliver more global financial capabilities to allow 

businesses in EMEA to gain greater financial control over intercompany accounting across multiple 

jurisdiction countries, improve auditing process, reduce financial close time, and provide businesses 

with an exceptional experience when conducting bank reconciliation. In addition, building on the 

momentum of localised product releases for the Nordics, Benelux, Southern Europe and Middle East 

headquartered companies, NetSuite not only released more localised functionality for existing customers 

across these regions, but launched NetSuite OneWorld localized features to help meet business 

requirements, tax and regulatory compliance in Spain and Portugal, allowing businesses in those 

countries to run their mission critical business processes in the cloud. 

MORE SUITESUCCESS 

NetSuite today announced the availability of SuiteSuccess, one of the first unified industry cloud 

solutions, for companies based in the UK and Ireland. SuiteSuccess gives customers access to leading 

industry practices, pre-built KPIs and dashboards, and a path to the cloud in as little as 100 days. The 

SuiteSuccess Financials First Edition and SuiteSuccess for Wholesale Distribution Industry Solution are 
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the first SuiteSuccess solutions to be offered in the region. 

MORE SUITECLOUD DEVELOPMENT NETWORK PARTNERS 

NetSuite today announced significant expansion of its SuiteCloud Developer Network (SDN) 

programme, on a global basis. Under the initiative, NetSuite is increasing the growth of SDN 

partnerships with independent software vendors (ISVs) that build specialised and complementary 

solutions, to extend the NetSuite platform across more countries in EMEA, APJ and Latin America. 

NetSuite customers can benefit from the globalisation of SDN by gaining access to completely localised 

solutions that help meet local requirements. The SDN globalisation aligns with NetSuite’s own rapid 

acceleration of international growth. 

By adding and expanding SDN partnerships around the world, NetSuite is driving partner development 

of add-on solutions, called SuiteApps, that enrich NetSuite with process- and industry-specific 

functionality localised to the unique requirements of individual countries. SDN partner SuiteApps with 

“last-mile localisation” give customers country-specific functionality for accounting standards, tax 

calculations, regulatory and reporting requirements, compliance, billing and prevailing business 

standards. The expansion also promotes development of SuiteApps that address unique needs in industry 

verticals and microverticals on a country and regional level. 

MORE PARTNER SUCCESS 

NetSuite continues to strengthen its channel in EMEA, adding new partners in the UK, Sweden, Finland, 

Belgium, South Africa, Middle East and more, to meet the growing demand for cloud ERP in the region. 

NetSuite announced today that SystemsAccountants, a leading specialist recruitment and resourcing 

solutions company, has joined the NetSuite Alliance Partner Program after having first-hand experience 

growing its own business as a customer. 

MORE CUSTOMER SUCCESS 

EMEA-Based Customers Get Ready for Next with NetSuite 

Many fast growing, innovative companies adopt NetSuite to ready themselves for next. Along with 

SystemsAccountants, other customers announced today include London-based home fashion label, 

Buster + Punch, and OSL Cutting Technologies, a manufacturer and importer of magnetic drilling 

machines and cutting tools. 

MORE OFFICES, MORE COUNTRIES, MORE EMPLOYEES, MORE INFRASTRUCTURE 

Delivering on its pledge to expand globally, NetSuite announced today that it has quadrupled the sales 

force in EMEA since January of this year. That investment includes direct sales forces in the 

Netherlands, Sweden and Germany, as well as direct sales forces in Dubai and Qatar to serve the Middle 

East and South Africa. NetSuite is also adding marketing and services personnel in the region and 

development staff to continue to localise NetSuite to address country- and region-specific requirements. 

With the rapid expansion across Europe, NetSuite plans to build a data centre in Germany in the coming 

year to remedy the lack of modern cloud computing offerings in the country. NetSuite currently operates 

six data centres, four in North America, most recently opening a data centre in Chicago. In addition, 

NetSuite currently operates two data centres in EMEA, one in Amsterdam, Netherlands and one in  

Dublin, Ireland. 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Project Frog Announces Autodesk Investment, Bolsters Industrialized Construction Movement by 

Linking Architectural Design to Fabrication 

17 October 2017 

Project Frog, a leading technology and building systems provider, today announced an alliance 

with Autodesk to develop a transformational cloud-based platform to standardize and simplify data flow 

between the architecture studio, the factory and the jobsite. The agreement, which will strengthen the 

industrialized construction movement, is made possible through an investment from the Autodesk Forge 

Fund. The funding from Autodesk will accelerate the efforts of both companies to create a connected 

ecosystem linking architectural design to industrial fabrication. 

“The reality of the building industry today is it’s facing unprecedented demand and scarcity of skilled 

labor,” said Drew Buechley, CEO of Project Frog. “In this climate, prefabrication is essential to 

delivering new buildings quickly and economically, while still offering a high degree of customization, 

competitive pricing and a quick turnaround. The only way to accomplish this is to use technology to 

simplify the process of moving a project from design to manufacturing, and then to the jobsite. What we 

are building with Autodesk is expected to be a truly revolutionary solution, enabling architecture, 

engineering and construction professionals to reap efficiency gains in the production of custom 

prefabricated buildings.” 

Autodesk and Project Frog Collaboration 

The Autodesk and Project Frog collaboration will create a common data environment to streamline 

design and engineering processes, and optimize architectural design for manufacturing. The end-to-end 

system will ensure every project stakeholder has access to the most recent data, eliminating the need for 

manual updates, and reducing the typical churn associated with coordinating across professional 

disciplines. This design-to-fabrication ecosystem will leverage Autodesk’s industry-leading cloud 

platform and Building Information Modeling (BIM) leadership to integrate disparate workflows – 

enabling architects and structural engineers to mechanical, electrical, plumbing (MEP) professionals, 

fabricators and contractors – to quickly and collaboratively develop and document projects. 

“Autodesk’s Forge Fund investment in Project Frog is expected to put into place a more seamless 

industrialized construction workflow connecting design to fabrication,” said Nicolas Mangon, Vice 

President, Autodesk AEC Business Strategy and Marketing. “The building industry is beginning to look 

a lot more like manufacturing than traditional construction, and this investment offers significant 

opportunity to improve productivity, resulting in decreased risk and increased profit margins for 

construction teams and projects.” 

Autodesk Forge is a connected developer cloud platform which enables customers to create customized, 

scalable solutions for engineering, construction and manufacturing challenges. As a continuation of their 

development efforts and a member of the Forge community, Project Frog leverages cloud technologies 

to push tighter integration between their own internally developed web tools and core Autodesk 

applications (particularly around Revit and Fusion). More information about Project Frog’s integration 

with Forge can be found here. 

The Changing Construction Environment 

A convergence of factors is driving change in the way buildings are designed and delivered. For 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.projectfrog.com%2F&esheet=51700036&newsitemid=20171017005684&lan=en-US&anchor=Project+Frog&index=1&md5=16cfc8a18fc82bf822e58bd026487126
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.autodesk.com%2Fcompany&esheet=51700036&newsitemid=20171017005684&lan=en-US&anchor=Autodesk&index=2&md5=27f2c37d43042747484976d4d378a73d
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fforge.autodesk.com%2F&esheet=51700036&newsitemid=20171017005684&lan=en-US&anchor=Autodesk+Forge&index=3&md5=ef2d2cc97fd0311534daa7c4313776b4
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.autodesk.com%2Frevit&esheet=51700036&newsitemid=20171017005684&lan=en-US&anchor=Revit&index=4&md5=453662fd1d6e7aaad1edf7f6bb5e7a91
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Ffusion360.autodesk.com&esheet=51700036&newsitemid=20171017005684&lan=en-US&anchor=Fusion&index=5&md5=9ff2bf508ada01dbe2cc11bd7b597f59
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fforge.autodesk.com%2Fblog%2Fproject-frog-leverages-autodesk-forge-their-prefabricated-building-components&esheet=51700036&newsitemid=20171017005684&lan=en-US&anchor=here&index=6&md5=2eb58e4fda80d35051a8505b17391dab
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decades, productivity in the construction industry has remained flat relative to manufacturing, where 

steady incremental gains are highlighted by the rapid pace of industrial and technological innovation and 

adoption. Meanwhile, chronic and widespread shortages in the availability of skilled labor, exacerbated 

by an aging workforce and declining availability of new workers, are increasing project costs and 

delays. 

Building Information Modeling (BIM), spearheaded by Autodesk Revit has, over the last 15 years, 

helped streamline the way architects and engineers collaborate on projects. However, there still remain 

portions of the market using a more siloed collaboration approach. While some new technologies have 

helped to automate the manual process of data transfer, currently no solutions exist to automate design 

or integrate design and engineering data, further slowing the design process. The new Autodesk-Project 

Frog integration will remove many time-intensive processes, eliminate errors, and keep projects on time 

and on budget. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Stratasys Kicks-off Official Entry Process for 2018 Extreme Redesign 3D Printing Challenge 

13 October 2017 

Stratasys today announced the company is officially kicking off its 2018 Extreme Redesign 3D Printing 

Challenge with a "call-for-entries." Entering its 14th year, the contest is widely recognized as the 

premier event to highlight excellence in 3D printed design from student innovators. 

Leveraging the power of 3D printing, students around the world now have the opportunity to redesign an 

existing product, create a new product that improves how tasks are accomplished, or design an original 

work of art or architecture. This year's contest is fully supported by the GrabCAD community - the 

world's largest online collaborative environment supporting designers, engineers and manufacturers. 

"Since its inception, the Stratasys Extreme Redesign 3D Printing Challenge has awarded more 

than $150,000 in scholarships to some of the world's top student innovators. We're proud to continue 

this tradition, offering new entrants the opportunity to learn, innovate, and grow leveraging 3D printing 

technology," said Gina Scala, Director of Marketing, Global Education, Stratasys. "We greatly look 

forward to seeing what this year's group of entries can design and innovate." 

For more information and contest rules - or to become part of this year's exciting event - visit 

the Extreme Redesign Page on the Stratasys Website. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Events News 

Altair and APWORKS Jointly Present Innovative Design Processes, Materials and Software Tools for 

Additive Manufacturing at formnext in Frankfurt 

19 October 2017 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stratasys.com&esheet=51698654&newsitemid=20171013005139&lan=en-US&anchor=Stratasys&index=2&md5=45ff4d81f5e579cd41eb83f2e1097c8d
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stratasys.com%2Fextreme-redesign&esheet=51698654&newsitemid=20171013005139&lan=en-US&anchor=2018+Extreme+Redesign+3D+Printing+Challenge&index=3&md5=bd0019a495dcd8d675399a5cb832e844
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stratasys.com%2Fextreme-redesign&esheet=51698654&newsitemid=20171013005139&lan=en-US&anchor=2018+Extreme+Redesign+3D+Printing+Challenge&index=3&md5=bd0019a495dcd8d675399a5cb832e844
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stratasys.com%2Findustries%2Feducation%2Fextreme-redesign&esheet=51698654&newsitemid=20171013005139&lan=en-US&anchor=Extreme+Redesign+Page&index=5&md5=e21767ac06a15f8a1d645f8f75ee0652
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Altair and APWORKS will present jointly at this year’s formnext 2017in Frankfurt, November 14 – 

17th, exhibiting new design processes, materials, and software tools for industrial 3D printing.  

 

3i-PRINT, a joint project by Altair, APWORKS, csi entwicklungstechnik, EOS GmbH, GERG, and 

Heraeus, impressively demonstrates the possibilities of vehicle body design, combining state-of-the-art 

simulation software, innovative materials, and 3D printing as a modern manufacturing technology. 

Being a special highlight in industrial 3D printing, attendees can look forward to seeing the additively 

manufactured front-end structure of a VW Caddy Youngtimer at the Altair and APWORKS booth. 

Optimized with regard to structural and crash performance, thanks to simulation-driven design and the 

creative employment of the design freedom offered by 3D printing, the front-end structure is a true 

'lightweight' offering various functionally integrated components such as for passive and active cooling 

of the electric powertrain.  

 

Engineers from csi entwicklungstechnik simulated, designed and optimized the front-end structure with 

Altair's HyperWorks® suite. After that, APWORKS took care of the manufacturing of the front-end 

structure on an EOS M 400 system using Scalmalloy®, a new material developed by APWORKS and 

supplied by Heraeus. Specialists from GERG created the final frame and connected the 3D printed 

components. 

 

At the booth and during the workshop “The Making of 3i-PRINT" on November 15 at 10:00 am, in 

room 'Aspekt', hall 3, level C, formnext guests will have the opportunity to learn more about the project. 

 

Further highlights at the booth: 

 

• Closing the digital process chain for product development with regard to additive manufacturing 

is the main focus of Altair’s software additions. Altair will provide an exclusive world-preview 

of new features added to solidThinking Inspire®. The software now includes manufacturing 

constraints for 3D printing, such as support structures, the generation and visualization of hybrid 

lattice structures, component orientation in the printer, and much more, when conducting a 

topology optimization.  

 

• In addition, Inspire Unlimited – Altair's platform for product development in the cloud, soon to 

be available in Europe - will be presented. formnext visitors can experience the platform on-site 

at the booth and learn more about the capabilities and potential of this browser based 

development environment. 

 

• Visiting APWORKS, formnext guests will experience Scalmalloy®, APWORKS’ patented 

aluminum alloy. As the first material worldwide specifically developed for 3D printing, 

Scalmalloy® combines the ductility of titanium with the weight of aluminum. When combined 

with the design freedom offered by additive manufacturing, it enables production of some of the 

most efficient components. 

 

• Furthermore, at APWORKS, guests can learn more about the company’s understanding of 

"design for additive manufacturing", find out about APWORKS' concepts for a qualified serial 

http://www.altair.de/?__hstc=142694250.7a1c580755e51ea8836a8598284c6131.1506367977464.1508428010884.1508440385296.11&__hssc=142694250.1.1508440385296&__hsfp=1754554680
http://www.apworks.de/
https://www.mesago.de/en/formnext/For_visitors/Welcome/index.htm
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production of components as well as the company’s processes and service offerings for additive 

manufacturing. 

 

“We are looking forward to present our new software solutions and development methods to the 

formnext audience,” says Mirko Bromberger, head of Marketing and Additive Manufacturing strategies 

at Altair Engineering. “We will show a prototype of the new solidThinking Inspire release that now 

enables topology optimization for hybrid solid/lattice structures. As such, areas with different densities 

and orthotropic properties can be realized, and the potential of additive manufacturing fully exploited. 

With the AM specific boundary conditions for topology optimization, easy geometry I/O, component 

orientation in the printer, generation of support structures, and many other features, we contribute to 

closing the gap in the digital process chain." 

 

"Last year at the formnext we presented our Light Rider project, the worldwide first 3D-printed 

prototype of a motorcycle, which will again be exhibited at our booth," explains Sven Lauxmann, Head 

of Marketing and Sales at APWORKS. "This year we are looking forward to bring our concept 

“ReThink” to visitors’ attention. ReThink does not only mean to exploit the manifold design 

possibilities of 3D printing and to use high performance material such as Scalmalloy®, it also means to 

qualify 3D printing for serial production.”  

 

Visit Altair and APWORKS at the formnext in hall 3.1 booth E69/F70, and the workshop: "The 

Making-of 3i-PRINT" to learn more about the making of the 3i-PRINT project on November 15 at 

10:00 am in room Aspekt, hall 3, level C. Learn more at: http://web2.altairhyperworks.com/workshop-

experience-3iprint 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

aPriori Announces Regional Cost Insight Event Nov 7-10 in Bangalore, India 

10 October 2017 

aPriori Technologies announces today that it will produce a regional Cost Insight conference in 

Bangalore, India on Nov 7, 2017. Automated PCM solutions with native integration to industry leading 

CAD software enable you to implement Simulation Driven Design, Design to Cost (DTC) and Design 

for Manufacturability (DFM) programs within your globally distributed product development & delivery 

teams, all of which help improve product profitability. 

Who Can Attend? 

All companies that are current customers of aPriori are invited to attend. Any other manufacturers 

headquartered within India or the broader Asia/Pacific region that are interested in learning more about 

PCM are also invited to this day long program. Individuals with job titles such as Cost Engineer, 

Designer, Design Engineer, Buyer and Supply Chain Manager will all find something valuable at this 

event. 

Click here to return to Contents 
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http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fresources.apriori.com%2Fdesign-cost-analysis%3Futm_source%3DBusinesswire%26utm_medium%3Dpr%26utm_campaign%3Dpr%26utm_content%3DaPriori-Cost-Insight-India&esheet=51697176&newsitemid=20171010006644&lan=en-US&anchor=Design+to+Cost&index=4&md5=079b31d2fb07df8979722174cd384f25
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Aviation Week Network Brings 16th Annual Program Excellence Symposium & Awards Banquet to 

McLean, VA on October 23, 2017 

18 October 2017 

Aviation Week Network will host its 16th annual Program Excellence Symposium on October 23, 

2017.  The Symposium, presented by the largest multimedia information and services provider for the 

global aviation, aerospace and defense industries, is the industry's leading networking opportunity for 

those involved with programs across the commercial, space and defense/security sectors.  The event will 

be held at The Ritz-Carlton Tyson's Corner in McLean, VA. To register, 

visit http://aviationweek.com/program-excellence-registration. 

During the Program Excellence Symposium, program executives, their customer counterparts and 

leaders from across the industry gather to recognize the best in performance and leadership. The day-

long event includes presentations by this year's Program Excellence Awards nominees. The event 

concludes with the Program Excellence Reception and Awards Banquet.  Scheduled speakers include 

representatives from:  

 

The Aerospace Corporation 

Airbus A^3 

Bell Helicopter 

Boeing Defense, Space & Security 

Boeing HorizonX 

CPI Aero 

Defense Acquisition University 

GE Aviation  

General Atomics Aeronautical Systems 

Honeywell Aerospace 

Lockheed Martin Aeronautics 

Northrop Grumman 

Orbital ATK 

Raytheon Missile Systems  

Siemens PLM Software 

U.S. Air Force 

U.S. Department of Defense 

United Launch Alliance 

 

Immediately following and co-located with the Program Excellence Symposium is 

the AerospaceDefenseChainConference, held October 24-25, 2017. This unique conference returns for a 

third year to unite aviation industry professionals who seek to balance changing customer demands, 

global market conditions, macroeconomic challenges and A&D industry consolidation. 

AerospaceDefenseChain is presented by Aviation Week Network's SpeedNews Conferences. To 

register, visit http://speednews.com/aerospace-defense-chain/registration. 

The 2017 Program Excellence Symposium & Awards Banquet is sponsored by Siemens PLM Software. 

The AerospaceDefenseChain Conference is sponsored by Siemens PLM Software and Exostar (Premier 

Sponsors) as well as Arizona Commerce Authority and IBM (Sponsors).  For more information about all 

http://aviationweek.com/program-management-corner
http://aviationweek.com/program-excellence-registration
http://speednews.com/aerospace-defense-chain
http://aviationweek.com/
http://speednews.com/all/conference
http://speednews.com/aerospace-defense-chain/registration
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Aviation Week events, visit http://events.aviationweek.com/current/Public/Enter.aspx. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

BOXARR to Participate at Advanced Engineering 2017 

20 October 2017 

BOXARR announces participation at Advanced Engineering 2017.  Their software platform has been 

selected to feature in the Innovation showcase. This year the Enabling Innovation hub has expanded and 

will feature the next generation of technologies and solutions across all engineering sectors.  

Advanced Engineering 2017 

November 1-2 

Birmingham, UK 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

CGTech to Showcase VERICUT Aerospace Applications at Dubai Airshow 2017 

16 October 2017 

CGTech will showcase its expanded range of software applications for the aerospace industry on stand 

860C at this year’s Dubai Airshow, DWC, Dubai Airshow Site, 12 – 16 November 2017. 

VERICUT Machine Tool Simulation Applications 

CGTech’s VERICUT is widely used in aerospace and defence to improve the efficiency of all types of 

CNC Machine Tools. VERICUT is CNC machine simulation, verification and optimisation software that 

enables users to eliminate the process of manually proving-out NC programs. VERICUT simulates all 

types of CNC machining, including multi axis milling, drilling and trimming of composite parts, water 

jet cutting, robotic machining and mill/turn Centres. VERICUT runs standalone, but can also be 

integrated with leading CAM systems used in aerospace including Dassault Systemes CATIA, Siemens 

PLM NX, Autodesk PowerMill and Open Mind HyperMill. 

Aerospace applications featuring the World’s leading CNC machine tool suppliers including DMG 

MORI, MAZAK, Starrag, GROB, CMS and Hermle will be featured. 

VERICUT Composites Applications 

Throughout the show, CGTech will be demonstrating VERICUT Composite Applications: VERICUT 

Composite Programming (VCP) and VERICUT Composite Simulation (VCS). 

CGTech will feature projects that highlight the use of off-line NC programming and simulation software 

for Automated Fibre Placement (AFP) machines and Automated Tape Laying (ATL) machines 

including robot cells. VERICUT Composites Applications are machine independent and machines from 

the world’s leading Composites Machinery suppliers, including Electroimpact and mTorres, will be 

featured. 

VERICUT Drilling and Fastening Applications 

http://events.aviationweek.com/current/Public/Enter.aspx
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VERICUT Drilling and Fastening (VDAF) is software for simulating and programming auto-drilling 

and fastening machines. These machines are used to assemble large aero-structures and it is essential to 

avoid programming errors and collisions at such a late stage in the aircraft manufacturing process. 

VERICUT allows the user to program drilling and fastener assembly operations in a virtual machine tool 

environment and provides simulation to check for a variety of potentially disastrous error conditions. 

Like all VERICUT software VDAF interfaces to leading CAD/CAM/PLM systems such as Dassault 

Systemes CATIA and Siemens NX, and is independent of the assembly machine manufacturer. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

MSC's CEO to Speak on Artificial Intelligence at the 2017 Autonomous Vehicle Test & Development 

Symposium 

11 October 2017 

MSC Software Corporation announced today that President & CEO, Dominic Gallello, will be speaking 

at the 2017 Autonomous Vehicle Test & Development Symposium. 

In order to achieve level 5 Autonomous Vehicles, simulation technologies need to simulate one billion 

miles of driving per day that include rare events. Dominic will address how simulation and artificial 

intelligence play a pivotal role in achieving this high level of safety. Dominic will also provide an 

overview on the basics of artificial intelligence and how it integrates with MSC solutions. 

"We have a long journey ahead of us to move from current offline simulation methods to testing for cars 

driving completely without human intervention, says Dominic Gallello, President & CEO at MSC 

Software. There are many challenges to be solved, much more technology to be invented, and many 

more orders of magnitude of simulations to be performed than what is currently being done today. With 

the aid of artificial intelligence, the development of the necessary perception and decision neural 

networks will be delivered with higher confidence." 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Open Mind Technologies to Showcase MAXX Machining at Trade Show 

16 October 2017 

Open Mind Technologies AG will be showcasing MAXX Machining, a performance package of 

the hyperMILL CAM software suite, in Booth #436 at the Wichita Industrial Trade Show - Century II 

Expo Hall in Wichita, Kansas, Oct. 17-19, 2017. 

MAXX Machining offers three modules for finishing, roughing, and drilling on planar, ruled, and 

curved surfaces often found in aerospace parts and other complex 5-axis components. MAXX 

Machining offers up to a 90% reduction in finishing time using conical barrel cutters compared to using 

ball-nose end mills. 

hyperMILL 2017.2, the company’s newest release of the hyperMILL CAM suite, includes MAXX 

Machining technology. 

Click here to return to Contents 

http://www.mscsoftware.com/
http://www.aerospacemanufacturinganddesign.com/product/open-mind-hypermill-maxx-cam-software-081417/


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 28 

 

Financial News 

IBM Reports 2017 Third-Quarter Results 

17 October 2017 

IBM today announced third-quarter earnings results. 

"In the third quarter we achieved double-digit growth in our strategic imperatives, extended our 

enterprise cloud leadership, and expanded our cognitive solutions business," said Ginni Rometty, IBM 

chairman, president and chief executive officer.  "There was enthusiastic adoption of IBM's new z 

Systems mainframe, which delivers breakthrough security capabilities to our clients." 

"During the first three quarters of the year, our strong free cash flow has enabled us to maintain our 

R&D investments and to expand IBM's cloud and cognitive capabilities through capital investments," 

said Martin Schroeter, IBM senior vice president and chief financial officer.  "In addition, we have 

returned nearly $8 billion to shareholders through dividends and share repurchases." 

Strategic Imperatives Revenue 

Third-quarter cloud revenues increased 20 percent to $4.1 billion.  Cloud revenue over the last 12 

months was $15.8 billion, including $8.8 billion delivered as-a-service and $7.0 billion for hardware, 

software and services to enable IBM clients to implement comprehensive cloud solutions.  The annual 

exit run rate for as-a-service revenue increased to $9.4 billion from $7.5 billion in the third quarter of 

2016.  In the quarter, revenues from analytics increased 5 percent.  Revenues from mobile increased 7 

percent and revenues from security increased 51 percent (up 49 percent adjusting for currency). 

Full-Year 2017 Expectations 

The company continues to expect operating (non-GAAP) diluted earnings per share of at least $13.80 

and GAAP diluted earnings per share of at least $11.95.  Operating (non-GAAP) diluted earnings per 

share exclude $1.85 per share of charges for amortization of purchased intangible assets, other 

acquisition-related charges and retirement-related charges.  IBM continues to expect free cash flow to be 

relatively flat year to year. 

Cash Flow and Balance Sheet 

In the third quarter, the company generated net cash from operating activities of $3.6 billion, or $3.3 

billion excluding Global Financing receivables.  IBM’s free cash flow was $2.5 billion.  IBM returned 

$1.4 billion in dividends and $0.9 billion of gross share repurchases to shareholders.  At the end of 

September 2017, IBM had $1.5 billion remaining in the current share repurchase authorization. 

IBM ended the third quarter of 2017 with $11.5 billion of cash on hand.  Debt totaled $45.6 billion, 

including Global Financing debt of $29.4 billion.  The balance sheet remains strong and is well 

positioned over the long term. 

Click here to view the full results breakdown: http://www-

03.ibm.com/press/us/en/pressrelease/53308.wss 
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Wipro: Results for the quarter ended September 30, 2017 under IFRS  

17 October 2017 

Wipro Limited today announced financial results under International Financial Reporting Standards 

(IFRS) for its quarter ended September 30, 2017.  

Highlights of the Results  

• Gross Revenues of Wipro Limited were ₹134.2 billion ($2.1 billion1).  

• IT Services Segment Revenues in dollar terms were $2,013.5 million, an increase of 2.1% 

sequentially (Non-GAAP constant currency increase of 0.3% sequentially) and 5.1% YoY (Non-

GAAP constant currency increase of 2.8% YoY).  

• IT Services Segment Profits2 were ₹22.8 billion ($349 million1), an increase of 4.0% 

sequentially.  

• IT Services Margin for the quarter was 17.3%, as compared to 16.8% for the quarter ended June 

30, 2017.  

• Net Income3 for the quarter was ₹21.9 billion ($336 million1), an increase of 5.5% sequentially 

and 6.0% YoY. Performance for the quarter ended September 30, 2017  

“We surpassed the milestone of $2 billion in quarterly revenues for IT Services on the back of rigorous 

execution of our strategy.” said Abidali Z. Neemuchwala, Chief Executive Officer and Member of the 

Board. “Our unique Digital capabilities powered growth in top clients and position us well to drive our 

clients’ digital transformation.”  

“Productivity gains generated by our HOLMES automation suite and operational efficiencies overcame 

the incremental impact of wage hikes and expanded IT Services margin to 17.3%.” said Jatin Dalal, 

Chief Financial Officer.  

Outlook for the Quarter ending December 31, 2017  

We expect Revenues from our IT Services business to be in the range of $2,014 million to $2,054 

million*.  

* Guidance is based on the following exchange rates: GBP/USD at 1.34, Euro/USD at 1.19, AUD/USD 

at 0.81, USD/INR at 64.26 and USD/CAD at 1.23. 

Please click here to see the full results: http://www.wipro.com/documents/investors/pdf-files/IFRS-

Press-Release-Q2-FY18.pdf 
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Implementation Investments 

Blue Star Chooses PTC's Thingworx IoT Platform for Industry 4.0 and Advanced Analytics 
12 October 2017 

Blue Star Ltd has selected the ThingWorx IoT Platform from PTC to monitor its factory operations to 

improve operational efficiency and factory quality. 

http://www.wipro.com/documents/investors/pdf-files/IFRS-Press-Release-Q2-FY18.pdf
http://www.wipro.com/documents/investors/pdf-files/IFRS-Press-Release-Q2-FY18.pdf
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Blue Star fulfils cooling requirements of a large number of corporate, commercial as well as residential 

customers. It also offers expertise in allied contracting activities such as electrical, plumbing, fire-

fighting and industrial projects, in order to offer turnkey solutions, apart from execution of specialised 

industrial projects. The company's mainstay of product development and R&D has been energy 

efficiency, coupled with eco-friendly and sustainable products. 

 

Blue Star was looking at improving its operational efficiency across its five modern manufacturing 

facilities in India. After an exhaustive due diligence process, during which various software vendors 

were evaluated, Blue Star Limited selected ThingWorx IoT Platform for its rapid application 

enablement, connectivity, machine learning capabilities, augmented reality, and integration with leading 

device cloud offerings. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Buster + Punch Chooses NetSuite Cloud 

16 October 2017 

Oracle NetSuite announced today that London-based home fashion label, Buster + Punch, has chosen 

NetSuite OneWorld as the foundation to support its growth beyond Western Europe. With a B2C 

ecommerce website, showroom in London, retail store in Stockholm and over 71 stockists selling its 

select products across 27 countries, the company was ready for its next move to build a physical 

presence in the United States. With NetSuite OneWorld, Buster + Punch will be able to standardise, 

streamline and scale its operations across its multichannel business within one unified cloud solution to 

support this continued global growth.   

“Our business has gained massive popularity over the last couple of years. In order to keep up and 

continue to deliver the premium service and products our customers expect, we realised our back-end 

systems needed a revamp,” said Martin Preen, CEO, Buster + Punch. “NetSuite’s capabilities have the 

ability to make us smarter. With it, we will be able to manage our operations on a single platform, all 

while combining data from across our manufacturing plants in Asia, physical locations in Sweden and 

the UK, and from retail channels across the world, to get the insights we need to keep driving Buster + 

Punch forward with certainty.” 

Architect and industrial designer, Massimo ‘Buster’ Minale, launched Buster + Punch in an East London 

garage in 2013. In a matter of two years, the company was selling its unique items to customers across 

84 countries. Inspired by London’s distinctive fashion, music and sub-culture scenes, the company has 

quickly grown to create a wide range of products from lighting and home hardware to custom 

motorcycles, collaborating with street artists, bike builders, musicians and fashion designers. Those 

collaborations include a contemporary version of the Edison light bulb created with Rolls Royce, new 

packaging with renowned British design firm ILOVEDUST and a steel candle holder for chef Tom 

Seller’s FAT CANDLE dish, a beef fat candle created in homage to Seller’s father who saved the fat and 

juices from family lunches to eat later with bread. 

Buster + Punch selected NetSuite OneWorld to provide it with a real-time view across its operations, 

from its manufacturing facilities and warehouses, to its supply chain and customer service. This will 

http://www.suitecommerce.com/
http://www.suitecommerce.com/
https://www.busterandpunch.com/
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allow it to align its business across all markets and get products to customers faster and at a lower cost, 

all while maintaining the high product quality and service that have shaped its success to date. 

With visibility across its entire global operation, Buster + Punch will have the ability to more precisely 

forecast product demand and consequently scale its manufacturing and delivery processes to prevent 

supply bottlenecks. Buster + Punch will also be able to use the data from the NetSuite OneWorld 

platform to successfully roll-out new product lines. 

NetSuite OneWorld supports 190 currencies, more than 20 languages, automated tax calculation and 

reporting in more than 100 countries, and customer transactions in more than 200 countries. Further, to 

help today’s B2B and B2C businesses with omnichannel commerce, NetSuite OneWorld delivers 

commerce-ready capabilities that can help both B2B and B2C commerce businesses to move from siloed 

online, in-store and phone consumer shopping channels to an integrated commerce solution, connecting 

ecommerce and in-store POS to order management, inventory, merchandising, marketing, financials and 

customer service, while delivering a seamless brand experience and exceeding customer expectations. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Ebb Therapeutics™ selects The Copley Consulting Group To Implement Infor CloudSuite Industrial 

(SyteLine)™ Solution 
17 October 2017 

Ebb Therapeutics has selected The Copley Consulting Group to facilitate and deploy Infor’s CloudSuite 

Industrial (SyteLine) solution. With the first and only FDA-cleared device that reduces the time it takes 

insomnia patients to fall asleep and enter deeper sleep, Ebb is anticipating significant growth as it 

prepares for market launch. 

The CloudSuite Industrial solution will enable Ebb Therapeutics to scale operations rapidly and meet the 

expanding customer and market demands with an exceptionally high level of quality. The Copley 

Consulting Group will provide installation, training, education, and implementation consulting to 

facilitate Ebb’s deployment of the fully-integrated enterprise solution. 

“We are very excited about this partnership with Ebb Therapeutics,” said Robert Lane, CEO of Copley. 

“Through this collaboration, we’ll successfully implement a solution that will allow for a dynamic flow 

of information between Ebb and its customers and suppliers, and will facilitate Ebb’s delivery of the 

highest quality products and support to insomnia patients and their treating physicians.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Friendly Technologies’ One-IoT™ Platform and LwM2M Client Selected by OriginGPS for IoT 

System Demo 

16 October 2017 

Friendly Technologies announced today that its One-IoT™ Platform and LwM2M client was chosen by 

OriginGPS to facilitate IoT services for its OriginIoT demo. Friendly's LwM2M client was embedded in 

OriginGPS' OriginIoT, to help develop an IoT-connected baseball displaying quality of pitch data on a 

dashboard. 
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OriginGPS develops integrated, miniaturized GNSS and IoT solutions with the smallest footprint on the 

market for verticals such as wearables, drones, asset tracking, smart cities, automotive, and IoT. 

Friendly's Lightweight M2M (OMA-LwM2M) embedded client is designed for management of 

constrained IoT devices and sensors. Friendly's LwM2M client has a notably small CPU and memory 

footprint designed specifically with the IoT concept in mind. 

Friendly's One-IoT™ platform enables service providers to manage the data and configuration of 

millions of devices on a single platform, accelerating deployment and streamlining IoT service 

management while cutting operational costs. 

"We found Friendly's IoT client and management platform to be feature-rich and robust, and were happy 

to incorporate their innovative technology in our IoT system demo," said Ishai Shamir, OriginGPS' 

OriginIoT Product Engineer. 

"We are excited to provide Friendly Technologies' IoT platform to facilitate IoT services for the 

OriginIoT demo.  Our client and platform help OriginGPS' miniaturized IoT System enable IoT 

capabilities for non-IoT devices in an intuitive and fast way," said Ohad Oman, Friendly's VP Product 

Management. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Fung Retailing's Trinity Limited and Branded Lifestyle Holdings Limited Set to Transform Business 

with Centric PLM 

17 October 2017 

Two key business units of Fung Retailing Group, Trinity Limited (Trinity), a publicly-listed company on 

the Hong Kong Stock Exchange and a member of the privately-held Fung Retailing Limited, and 

Branded Lifestyle Holdings Limited (Branded Lifestyle), have selected Centric Software to provide their 

product lifecycle management (PLM) solution. Centric Software is the leading PLM solution for 

fashion, retail, footwear, luxury, outdoor and consumer goods companies. Fung Retailing Limited 

operates over 2,700 stores across 10 economies with over 14,000 staff worldwide. 

Trinity is one of the leading retailers of premium menswear brands serving Greater China and Europe. 

The Group manages five international menswear brands, namely Cerruti 1881, Kent & Curwen and 

Gieves & Hawkes, which are self-owned and licensed globally, and Hardy Amiesand D'URBAN which 

are operated under license, globally and in Greater China respectively. Branded Lifestyle focuses on 

mid-tier apparel and accessories including casual fashion brands Hang Ten, Roots, Arnold Palmer and 

the South Korean fast fashion brand H:CONNECT. Branded Lifestyle has a large retail network of over 

1,000 company-owned and franchised outlets covering Greater China, South Korea, and the ASEAN 

region. 

Carl Kwok, Director of Information Technology at Fung Retailing Group, comments on choosing 

Centric Software, "The appointment represents part of Trinity's initiatives to position its business to 

thrive in today's and tomorrow's new retailing era. With the help of Centric Software, we look to 

digitalize our merchandise planning and design process and ensure seamless information sharing 

between Europe and Asian offices. We will also digitally transform our system that tracks all 

information for garment production, making it scalable and allowing effective and efficient 

collaboration with external parties." 
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"We have been pursuing clear digital transformation goals set by our Group since 2016 and one of our 

initiatives is to digitalize and improve the efficiency of supply chain management across all our retailing 

businesses," Kwok continues. "Centric presents an excellent solution for us. It provides a user-friendly 

platform covering the whole apparel production process, from color and design theme creation to 

production and shipment. Not only creating transparency for both internal and external parties, the 

platform also enhances efficient communication with a single source of information. We target to roll 

out the Centric PLM platform to all Trinity's users in the first quarter of 2018." 

Chris Groves, President and CEO of Centric Software, says, "We are excited to welcome Trinity and 

Brand Lifestyle to the Centric family. The global nature of Fung Retailing's operations necessitates a 

strong, innovative PLM platform to improve communication and reduce time to market. We look 

forward to a long, close partnership as Fung Retailing continues its digital transformation." 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Product News 

BETA CAE Systems announces the release of the v17.1.3 of its software suite 

19 October 2017 

BETA CAE Systems announces the release of the new ANSA/EPILYSIS/META suite v17.1.3. 

In this version new features have been added and corrections have been implemented for identified 

issues. 

Customers who are served directly by BETA CAE Systems, or its subsidiaries, may download the new 

software, examples and documentation from their account on our server. They can access their account 

through the "user login" link at our web site. 

The most important enhancements and fixes implemented are listed in full at the site: https://www.beta-

cae.com/news/20171020_announcement_suite_v17.1.3.htm 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

CONTACT provides implementation of the IoT protocol PPMP as open source software 

18 October 2017 

The Production Performance Management Protocol (PPMP) is an open industry standard that enables 

machines and production plants to provide sensor data. The protocol developed by Bosch in the Eclipse 

IoT Working Group supports Industry 4.0 scenarios. CONTACT Software has integrated the new M2M 

protocol into its Elements for IoT platform and now makes a Python implementation of PPMP available 

as open source software in the Eclipse Unide project. 

CONTACT's Python API for PPMP supports the integration of IoT platforms and gateways as well as 

prototyping Industry 4.0 applications. The protocol provides a universal machine language for the 

diverse components of a production environment. Sensors from different manufacturers, gateways and 

http://www.beta-cae.com/
https://www.beta-cae.com/news/20171020_announcement_suite_v17.1.3.htm
https://www.beta-cae.com/news/20171020_announcement_suite_v17.1.3.htm
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controllers can transfer their data quickly and securely to IoT applications or to each other. At the same 

time, it will be much easier for plant operators to record and evaluate important process parameters in 

their plants, in order to continuously improve their production processes. 

The Python version of PPMP also plays an important role in CONTACT's contribution to the Eclipse 

IoT Working Group's current Industry 4.0 testbed. In this project, a test environment for the "Production 

Performance Management" in the smart factory will be developed, which will be implemented with 

commercial and open source IT applications. The members of the working group plan to present first 

results at the IoT Day of EclipseCon Europe 2017 in Ludwigsburg in mid-October. 

“Proprietary hardware and software solutions are a major obstacle for IoT-based business models that 

companies can overcome with open standards such as PPMP," says CONTACT´s head of development, 

Frank Patz-Brockmann. “We are a member of the Eclipse Foundation because the open source 

community has the know-how and impact to drive the digitalization of the industry.”. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

DuPont High-Performance 3D Printing Materials are Available for Purchase in Europe, Middle East 

and Africa through German RepRap 
10 October 2017 

DuPont and German RepRap are pleased to announce that customers can now purchase DuPont™ 

Hytrel® thermoplastic elastomers and DuPont™ Zytel® nylon-based filaments for 3D printing in 

EMEA through German RepRap. Both companies are collaborating to bring advanced process 

technology and new materials to the market, providing new manufacturing options to various industrial 

sectors. 

Proven over decades of use, DuPont™ Hytrel® thermoplastic elastomers and DuPont™ Zytel® nylons 

offer high quality, reliability and performance in various applications in a wide range of industries. With 

Hytrel® available in two different hardness levels (Hytrel® 3D4000FL with a Shore D of 40 and 

Hytrel® 3D4100 with a Shore D of 60) for 3D printing, customers will be able to make flexible 

functional parts that combine resiliency, heat and chemical resistance with strength and durability. 

Mechanical properties of 3D printed parts in all directions using Hytrel® grades are comparable to 

injection molding. With Zytel® 3D1000FL, customers will be able to make strong and stiff functional 

parts. Along with superior strength, parts printed with Zytel® product also have high heat deflection 

temperature, low warpage, low sensitivity to moisture and excellent surface aesthetics. 

The expansion of these high-performance materials into the realm of 3D printing enable users to achieve 

the true benefits of 3D printing (greater design freedom, lightweighting, reduced product development 

cycles and much more), allowing for rapid prototyping, part production, tooling and customization. 

“With these new high-performance 3D filaments open for all printers and the know-how of industrial 3D 

printing of German RepRap, Fused Filament Fabrication makes a step forward to become a credible 

manufacturing option for functional components,” says Ernst Poppe, New Business Development 

Manager EMEA, DuPont. 

“We are looking forward to expanding our filament portfolio with the new high-performance materials 

from DuPont. The tests have shown that the materials can be processed brilliantly on our machines and 

allow customers to produce functional parts with outstanding technical properties,” says Florian Bautz, 

https://iot.eclipse.org/testbeds/production-performance-management/
http://www.germanreprap.com/en/german-reprap-with-three-new-filaments
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Managing Director of German RepRap. 

DuPont Performance Materials (DPM) will show these materials and printed parts at the Fakuma trade 

fair in Friedrichshafen (17th to 21st of October 2017). Printing will take place during the show with a 

German RepRap 3D printer. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

EDEM collaborates with Dassault Systemes to deliver new coupling application for optimizing heavy 

equipment design 

16 October 2017 

EDEM today announced the availability of a coupling application with Dassault Systèmes enabling 

engineers to include realistic bulk material loads in their Finite Element Analysis. 

Using EDEM software technology in combination with Dassault Systèmes’ SIMULIA Abaqus 

application provides engineers designing bulk materials handling equipment such as front-end loaders, 

truck bodies and bulldozers with a detailed understanding of the impact materials have on their designs. 

EDEM is used daily by engineers in multiple industries around the world as an integral part of their 

design processes. EDEM recreates a wide range of bulk material types and real-world behaviors from 

gravel, sand and rocks; to compressible soils, clays, and highly cohesive ores. Materials can be selected 

from a library of over 40,000 ready-to-use material models, or customized to suit specific application 

needs. 

With an easy-to-use interface, highly-optimized CPU & GPU solvers and powerful analysis tools, 

EDEM delivers realistic predictions of material loads and forces acting on equipment parts during 

operation. With the EDEM-Abaqus sequential coupling, engineers are able to export these realistic loads 

from EDEM and use them as a direct input to SIMULIA Abaqus FE simulations. 

Using high-fidelity loads in SIMULIA Abaqus provides engineers with greater insight into equipment 

performance and means improved design accuracy. By removing the reliance on hand-calculation and 

assumption to determine equipment loading, engineers using EDEM with SIMULIA Abaqus are also 

able to reduce the frequency and cost of expensive physical prototyping. 

Richard LaRoche, Chief Executive Officer of EDEM, commented: 

“When designing heavy equipment intended to handle bulk materials, getting representative load data is 

critical to have confidence in a design and ensure its durability and performance. We’re pleased to be 

working with the Dassault Systèmes SIMULIA team to enable SIMULIA Abaqus users to benefit from 

EDEM’s realistic material loads – leading to greater understanding of equipment performance ahead of 

prototyping.” 

Sumanth Kumar, Vice President, Growth, SIMULIA, at Dassault Systemes, added: 

“This application will help SIMULIA Abaqus users by providing alternative means to remove material 

modeling assumptions in their FE analysis. This will lead to more optimal designs being produced with 

confidence.” 

The EDEM-Abaqus coupling is available as part of EDEM 2018 – the latest release of EDEM software. 

For more information download the EDEM-Abaqus ebook. 

http://www.fakuma-messe.de/en/
http://www.fakuma-messe.de/en/
https://www.edemsimulation.com/abaqus-edem-for-optimized-equipment-design-ebook-download
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ESI Releases PAM-COMPOSITES 2017 to Facilitate Composite Material Manufacturing 

17 October 2017 

ESI Group announces the release of ESI PAM-COMPOSITES 2017. The latest version of this leading 

process simulation software for manufacture of composites, addresses fiber reinforced structural and 

semi-structural components and multi-material thermoformed acoustic and cosmetic interior parts and 

trim for vehicles and aircraft. 

Process and design engineers, be they in the automotive or aeronautic sectors, must create lightweight, 

strong and durable composite components that will meet all quality requirements at an affordable cost. 

With PAM-COMPOSITES 2017, they can create a simulated part that matches the exact nature of the 

composite material, improve process stability, and reduce manufacturing defects for a vast range of 

composites types and manufacturing processes.  

While past improvements to the software focused on continuous fiber reinforced composite parts with 

high structural performance expectations, PAM-COMPOSITES 2017 targets the thermoformed acoustic 

and cosmetic multi-material components typically used in automobile and aircraft interiors. This new 

version gives users the ability to accurately determine the noise and vibration response (NVH or Noise, 

Vibration & Harshness) of the manufactured product by predicting the stiffness and thickness in each 

location of the formed part. Typical defects, such as tearing and skin texture modifications induced 

during manufacturing, can also be anticipated and corrected through simulation. This cost-effective 

solution enables process and design engineers to evaluate the manufacturing of composite parts even 

more accurately and to reduce time consuming and expensive physical trials. 

Consequent to evolving automotive regulations, there has been an evolution in materials used in car 

interiors. Recently, Japanese floor carpet manufacturer Kotobukiya Fronte needed to quickly move from 

manufacturing rubber carpets to new synthetic materials carpets; a challenge they addressed quickly 

thanks to PAM-COMPOSITES. Takumi Fujino, Acoustic & Simulation Group / R&D Department 

Kotobukiya Fronte Co., Ltd states: “ESI PAM-COMPOSITES is equipped with the features and 

parameters necessary for carpet analysis. The analysis accuracy and the usability are excellent, and 

graphical display of analysis results is easy to understand, which is why we rate it highly. We consult 

with ESI daily about various matters such as how to reduce calculation time or what kind of modeling is 

necessary. ESI Japan is also actively and frequently providing information. We recognize that the early 

practical application of simulation of sound absorption type carpet is largely owed to support from ESI 

Japan.”  

Also new in PAM-COMPOSITES 2017, the solution now includes a grid tracing tool that allows 

engineers to analyze the length variation on each segment of the grid as they would do on physical 

prototypes. Moreover, the new element elimination functionality allows the visualization of physical 

holes or fiber separations generated during the thermoforming of composite products. PAM-

COMPOSITES 2017 is dedicated to supporting automotive and aircraft interior designers and process 

engineers who, thanks to its process-oriented graphical interface, no longer need to be experts in finite 

element analysis. 

For more information about ESI PAM-COMPOSITES, please visit www.esi-group.com/COMPOSITES 

http://www.esi-group.com/
http://www.esi-group.com/software-solutions/virtual-manufacturing/composites-manufacturing-simulation-software
http://www.esi-group.com/software-solutions/virtual-manufacturing/composites-manufacturing-simulation-software
https://www.esi-group.com/company/about/customer-successes/esi-pam-composites-helps-kotobukiya-fronte-manufacture-high-quality-sound-absorbing-automotive
http://www.esi-group.com/COMPOSITES%E2%80%8B
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Granta Releases CES Selector 2018 – Making the Difference for Key Materials Challenges  

19 October 2017 

Granta Design today announced the release of CES Selector™ 2018, the latest version of the industry 

leading tool for materials selection and graphical analysis of materials properties. CES Selector has been 

improved and optimized for industry applications over more than 20 years. This tradition, continued in 

the 2018 version, is what makes the difference when using it to solve real materials problems. New and 

updated features include instant charting and filtering based on more complex material properties, easier 

comparison of plastics, new data to support weldability studies, and data to choose materials that meet 

medical or safety criteria. Additionally, Altair Partner Alliance members can now get access to CES 

Selector. 

New in CES Selector 2018 

Real materials problems can require you to screen materials based on factors like specific strength, 

stiffness, or 'is this material warm to touch?'. These can't be found on any manufacturer's datasheet, but 

can be derived from easier-to-find properties. Now you don't need to spend time setting up those 

calculations – you will find these and similar properties listed on every datasheet in MaterialUniverse, 

the material property database that is available with every edition of CES Selector. This enables instant 

charting and filtering. 

Different editions of CES Selector also provide access to more detailed and specialist databases. For 

example, CAMPUS & M-Base Plastics and Prospector Plastics are great resources for scanning tens of 

thousands of plastics options. But it can be hard to make effective comparisons when the same property, 

measured to different standards, is quoted under different property names. Now ASTM and ISO data is 

combined in one property, making comparison much easier. 

A key requirement when selecting metals is often the ability to weld components together. Choosing 

materials that are not readily weldable can result in low production speeds, high defect rates, and high 

costs. New 'weldability' data makes it simple to consider this important factor when pre-screening 

alloys. 

MaterialUniverse has also been enhanced with data on the properties of bone and tissue, helping design 

of healthcare products that interact with the body. The ‘agency rating’ data in CAMPUS & M-Base 

Plastics and Prospector Plastics has been updated to enable better filtering for specific grades known to 

conform to standards such as USP and food approval. 

For simulation, where it is both important to focus modeling work on the most appropriate materials and 

to have accurate data, the new JAHM Curve Data is available. This provides temperature-dependent 

property data for more than 2,900 materials, with particular value for studying high-temperature 

applications and as input for accurate simulation, saving time and cost. Additionally, Altair Partner 

Alliance members can now use their HyperWorks units to access CES Selector and screen materials, 

ensuring that detailed simulation work is well-focused. 

Further features include: enhanced abilities to add in your own materials, so that you can quickly 

compare them to those already on the market; faster and more effective performance of 'what-if' analysis 

of the environmental impact of different design scenarios, using updated eco data; and the flagging of 

https://www.grantadesign.com/products/ces/
https://www.grantadesign.com/products/data/campus.htm
https://www.grantadesign.com/apa/
https://www.grantadesign.com/apa/
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REACH restricted substance risks when a material is chosen. 

Dr Charlie Bream, Product Manager for CES Selector at Granta Design, said: “Through listening to the 

specific problems our customers are facing, we’ve added new features and more data to ensure they 

have a practical means to solve those challenges. CES Selector 2018 provides the tools needed to handle 

the subtleties of material selection, reduce time and cost, and gain a competitive edge.” 

For more information on CES Selector 2018, join one of our on-going series of web seminars that 

provide case studies for the use of CES Selector: details at www.grantadesign.com/products/ces. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

MaterialCenter 2017 - Delivers Consistent & Reliable Materials Data to the Enterprise 

16 October 2017 

MSC Software Corporation today announced the release of MaterialCenter 2017. 

MaterialCenter is a material data and process management platform for material scientists, design 

engineers, and simulation analysts. Aerospace, Automotive, Defense & Heavy Machinery leaders rely 

on MaterialCenter to get transparency and confidence in the execution of their materials development 

and data reuse processes. 

With the explosion of material data and the large number of suppliers that OEMs work with, engineers 

are facing difficulties tracking material data. Companies need to know they can trust the material data 

they use in simulation, and trace it to its source. Losing data, or using wrong data is often the cause of 

delays and development cost increase. 

Unlike other data management solutions, MaterialCenter is seamlessly integrated with simulation tools 

and is the ideal platform for multi-level material modeling. Using MaterialCenter, engineers can get full 

traceability across the supply chain, and ensure data will not ever be lost or misplaced. 

MaterialCenter 2017 is extended with new CAE material model generation capabilities, additional client 

application integrations (such as Creo and CATIA), and material compare visualization tools. Improved 

Work Request Management systems also help organizations increase security by enforcing compliance 

while keeping projects on track. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Oracle Unveils World’s First Autonomous Database Cloud 
2 October 2017 

At Oracle OpenWorld 2017, Oracle Chairman of the Board and CTO Larry Ellison unveiled his vision 

for the world’s first autonomous database cloud. Powered by Oracle Database 18c, the next generation 

of the industry-leading database, Oracle Autonomous Database Cloud uses ground-breaking machine 

learning to enable automation that eliminates human labor, human error and manual tuning, to enable 

unprecedented availability, high performance and security at a much lower cost. 

“This is the most important thing we’ve done in a long, long time,” said Ellison. “The automation does 

everything. We can guarantee availability of 99.995 percent, less than 30 minutes of planned or 

https://www.grantadesign.com/products/ces/
http://www.mscsoftware.com/
http://www.mscsoftware.com/product/materialcenter
https://www.oracle.com/selfdrivingdb
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unplanned downtime.” 

The Oracle Autonomous Database Cloud eliminates the human labor associated with tuning, patching, 

updating and maintaining the database and includes the following capabilities: 

• Self-Driving: Provides continuous adaptive performance tuning based on machine learning. 

Automatically upgrades and patches itself while running. Automatically applies security updates 

while running to protect against cyberattacks. 

• Self-Scaling: Instantly resizes compute and storage without downtime. Cost savings are 

multiplied because Oracle Autonomous Database Cloud consumes less compute and storage than 

Amazon, with lower manual administration costs. 

• Self-Repairing: Provides automated protection from downtime. SLA guarantees 99.995 percent 

reliability and availability, which reduces costly planned and unplanned downtime to less than 

30-minutes per year. 

 

The Oracle Autonomous Database Cloud handles many different workload styles, including 

transactions, mixed workloads, data warehouses, graph analytics, departmental applications, document 

stores and IoT. The first Autonomous Database Cloud offering, for data warehouse workloads, is 

planned to be available in calendar year 2017. 

Oracle Autonomous Data Warehouse Cloud 

Oracle Autonomous Data Warehouse Cloud is a next-generation cloud service built on the self-driving 

Oracle Autonomous Database technology using machine learning to deliver unprecedented performance, 

reliability and ease of deployment for data warehouses. As an autonomous cloud service, it eliminates 

error-prone manual management tasks and frees up DBA resources, which can now be applied to 

implementing more strategic business projects. 

“Every organization is trying to leverage the overwhelming amount of data generated in our digital 

economy,” said Carl Olofson, research vice president, IDC. “With a history of established leadership in 

the database software market segment, it is no surprise that Oracle is pioneering a next-generation data 

management platform. Oracle Autonomous Data Warehouse Cloud is designed to deliver industry-

leading database technology performance with unmatched flexibility, enterprise scale and simplicity. 

The intent is to ensure that businesses get more value from their data and modernize how data is 

managed.” 

Highlights of the Oracle Autonomous Data Warehouse Cloud include: 

• Simplicity: Unlike traditional cloud services with complex, manual configurations that require a 

database expert to specify data distribution keys and sort keys, build indexes, reorganize data or 

adjust compression, Oracle Autonomous Data Warehouse Cloud is a simple “load and go” 

service. Users specify tables, load data and then run their workloads in a matter of seconds—no 

manual tuning is needed. 

• Industry-Leading Performance: Unlike traditional cloud services, which use generic compute 

shapes for database cloud services, Oracle Autonomous Data Warehouse Cloud is built on the 

high-performance Oracle Exadata platform. Performance is further enhanced by fully-integrated 

machine learning algorithms which drive automatic caching, adaptive indexing and advanced 

compression. 
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• Instant Elasticity: Oracle Autonomous Data Warehouse Cloud allocates new data warehouses of 

any size in seconds and scales compute and storage resources independently of one another with 

no downtime. Elasticity enables customers to pay for exactly the resources that the database 

workloads require as they grow and shrink. 

 

Oracle Database 18c 

Oracle Autonomous Database Cloud is powered by the next generation of the world’s #1 database, 

Oracle Database 18c. Oracle Database 18c delivers breakthrough automation capabilities, as well as 

greatly enhanced OLTP, analytics and consolidation technologies. 
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