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CIMdata News 

CIMdata Announces the Schedule for the 2019 PLM Leadership Certificate Program 

20 November 2018 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic consulting and research firm, announces its CIMdata 

PLM Leadership Certificate Program schedule for 2019. The program represents the PLM industry’s 

most comprehensive non-biased education offering for today’s PLM professionals. 

The program has been structure to prepare PLM professionals to successfully address the challenges 

commonly faced in PLM strategy development and implementation. The assessment-based certificate 

program includes a personalized classroom experience, individual and team-based exercises, and 

individual evaluations of achievement. The program is facilitated by a team of CIMdata experts. Upon 

successful completion of the program, participants receive a CIMdata PLM Certificate and are invited to 

join CIMdata’s global PLM Leadership community. 

According to Peter Bilello, CIMdata’s President, “Since the program was introduced in 2009, close to 

1,000 PLM professionals have received their PLM Leadership certificate from CIMdata. In many ways, 

our program has become the de-facto global standard in PLM professional education. We are extremely 

excited with the program’s success and we look forward to continuing to deliver this valuable program 

throughout much of the industrial world.”  

John MacKrell, CIMdata’s Chairman and one of the lead facilitators of the program, stated, “Our 2019 

schedule will address the needs of PLM professionals around the world. We look forward to providing 

in-depth education and helping more companies realize the benefits of PLM and its enabling 

technologies.” 

The program is built on CIMdata’s over 35 years of experience guiding industrial companies in 

successfully defining and implementing best-in-class PLM strategies and tactics. The program, which 

may be taken as a 3-day or 5-day program, is appropriate for industrial companies that are considering 

PLM or are already implementing PLM, and to PLM solution providers.  

For more information on CIMdata’s PLM Leadership Certificate Program or to register visit our website 

at https://www.cimdata.com/en/education/plm-certificate-program. 

 

The CIMdata 2019 PLM Leadership Certificate Program schedule is as follows: 

Ann Arbor, Michigan, USA – March 4-8 

Amsterdam, The Netherlands – June 17-21 

Boston, Massachusetts, USA – September 30 - October 4  

Los Angeles, California, USA – December 2-6 

 

About CIMdata 

https://www.cimdata.com/en/education/plm-certificate-program
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CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize 

an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered 

world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods on PLM solutions. These solutions 

incorporate both business processes and a wide-ranging set of PLM-enabling technologies. 

CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and providers of technologies and services seeking 

competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, 

provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The 

company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences 

worldwide. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia- 

Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website at www.CIMdata.com, follow us on 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews, or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann 

Arbor, MI 48108, USA, Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV 

Weert, The Netherlands, Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

CIMdata Executive Consultant Keith Meintjes to Participate in Live Panel Discussion, Generative 

Design: Your AI Partner in Product Development 

21 November 2018 

Established design and engineering workflows are about to go through radical changes, prompted by 

machine learning and AI-like algorithms that can suggest optimal design shapes based on user input. 

Dubbed generative design, the new approach often results in shapes and forms that are structurally 

superior and aesthetically more appealing to the human designers’ solutions. 

In this LIVE roundtable moderated by DE, panelists will discuss: 

• The evolving role of the design engineer in the era of machine learning; 

• The benefits and pitfalls of working with generative design; 

• What humans can learn from AI-proposed solutions. 

 

Attendees can submit their questions during the question and answer session –  

DATE: Thursday, November 29, 2018 

TIME: 3:00 pm ET/ Noon PT 

To register, please visit 

https://event.on24.com/eventRegistration/EventLobbyServlet?target=reg20.jsp&partnerref=LI&eventid

=1853142&sessionid=1&key=151A8690370046C1F9B8B5FDE2F2F0C1&regTag=&sourcepage=regis

ter 

Click here to return to Contents 
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PTC Acquires Frustum (CIMdata Highlight) 

21 November 2018 

On November 20, 2018, PTC announced it had acquired Frustum, Inc., an advanced generative design 

software company for approximately US$70 million. Frustum develops and markets Generate, a 

generative design product that employs artificial intelligence (AI) to guide design solutions. PTC 

President and CEO, Jim Hepplemann, publicized the acquisition to an audience of industry and financial 

analysts in a hastily called press conference, to say that the Frustum solution would be embedded within 

Creo, PTC’s flagship CAD solution, in the coming year. This announcement was a bit of a surprise, 

since Siemens PLM Software has worked with Frustum as part of their Frontier partner program since 

2016.1 and in 2017 announced the integration of Frustum into Siemens’ NX 3D mechanical CAD 

solution.2  

Frustum is based in Boulder, Colorado, and offers their Generate product as a desktop and cloud-based 

solution. It relies on their patented generative engine, TrueSOLID, that can blend complex structures 

like lattices with traditional CAD geometry. The company was already catching the eye of CIMdata 

analysts with their strong AI capabilities that help guide and assist designers in creating innovative 

product solutions. CIMdata sees this acquisition as a win-win move by PTC that will add to Creo’s 

competitive advantages and empower their users with advanced technology approaches to product 

design. In the Q&A session Mr. Heppelmann was asked about existing Frustum relationships and could 

only say the future was a subject of negotiation. 

Mr. Hepplemann noted that in the future Creo will be able to provide its users with a 

Generate→Iterate→Validate approach to product design, where the Generate portion of the process 

leverages the Frustum AI-driven technology to offer users varied design solution directions. Once the 

user selects an approach, the previously announced ANSYS Discovery Live solution embedded within 

Creo can provide real-time simulation feedback to designers as they Iterate on the product model. Then 

finally, the full range of ANSYS Discovery AIM simulation tools can Validate the final design. 

CIMdata applauds the PTC strategy that takes Creo’s impressive geometric modeling software and 

combines it with industry leading AI and simulation software to deliver an impressive toolkit for product 

designers. The first commercial products will emerge in Creo 7 in CY 2019, with PTC not expecting a 

bump in revenues until CY 2020. Before then current users and prospects will certainly be enticed by 

this interesting combination of Creo, Frustum, and ANSYS that Mr. Heppelmann believes is the “first 

disruption in CAD in 30 years.” CIMdata looks forward to seeing what the market decides. 

 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, an independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize an 

enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM). CIMdata provides world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-

practice methods on PLM. CIMdata also offers research, subscription services, publications, and 

education through international conferences. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website 

at http://www.CIMdata.com or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108, 

USA. Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV Weert, The 

                                                 
1
 https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20160623005840/en/Siemens-Expands-Frontier-Partner-Program 

2
 https://globenewswire.com/news-release/2017/03/27/1060448/0/en/Functional-Generative-Design-Innovator-Frustum-Inc-

Partners-with-Siemens-to-Increase-Design-Innovation-for-Additive-Manufacturing.html 

http://www.cimdata.com/
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Netherlands. Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Acquisitions 

Autodesk to Acquire PlanGrid to Accelerate Construction Productivity 

20 November 2018 

Autodesk, Inc. has signed a definitive agreement to acquire PlanGrid, a leading provider of construction 

productivity software, for $875 million net of cash. This acquisition will enable Autodesk to offer a 

more comprehensive, cloud-based construction platform. 

PlanGrid software lets general contractors, subcontractors and owners in commercial, heavy civil and 

other industries work together throughout the construction project lifecycle. PlanGrid software offers 

real-time collaboration, keeping the field and the office on the same page. It gives builders real-time 

access to project plans, punch lists, project tasks, progress photos, daily field reports, submittals and 

more. 

"As designing and making converge, Autodesk is connecting project data from design through 

construction and putting predictive insights into the hands of contractors," said Andrew Anagnost, 

Autodesk CEO. "There is a huge opportunity to streamline all aspects of construction through 

digitization and automation. The acquisition of PlanGrid will accelerate our efforts to improve 

construction workflows for every stakeholder in the construction process."  

"At PlanGrid, we have a relentless focus on empowering construction workers to build as productively 

as possible," said Tracy Young, PlanGrid CEO. "One of the first steps to improving construction 

productivity is the adoption of digital workflows with centralized data. PlanGrid has excelled at building 

beautiful, simple field collaboration software, while Autodesk has focused on connecting design to 

construction. Together, we can drive greater productivity and predictability on the jobsite." 

Proposed Integration 

Jim Lynch, Construction General Manager at Autodesk, said, "This acquisition allows us to do more for 

general contractors, and we've got new growth opportunities with subcontractors and owners. We'll 

integrate workflows between PlanGrid's software and both Autodesk Revit software and the Autodesk 

BIM 360 construction management platform, for a seamless exchange of information between all project 

members." 

Autodesk and PlanGrid have developed complementary construction integration ecosystems to which 

customers can connect other software applications. The acquisition is expected to expand the integration 

partner ecosystem, giving customers a customizable platform to test and scale new ways of working. 

Terms and Business Outlook 

The transaction is subject to customary closing conditions and is expected to close during Autodesk's 

fourth quarter of fiscal 2019, ending January 31, 2019.  Because the exact timing of the close is 

unknown, Autodesk has not included any impact in its business outlook for the fourth quarter.  

However, the company expects it to contribute slightly to revenue and be modestly negative for 
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profitability and cashflows for the quarter.  For fiscal year 2020, Autodesk expects PlanGrid to 

contribute approximately $100 million in ARR and be slightly dilutive to profitability and cash flow.  

Inclusive of the transaction, the company is maintaining its free cash flow goal for the year. 

Conference Call and Webcast 

For more information, please visit the Autodesk Newsroom. This announcement will also be discussed 

during on Autodesk's third quarter earnings conference call today at 5:00 p.m. EST. The live broadcast 

can be accessed at  http://www.autodesk.com/investor. Supplemental financial information and prepared 

remarks for the conference call will be posted to the investor relations section of Autodesk's website 

simultaneously with this press release. 

A replay of the broadcast will be available at 7:00 p.m. EST at http://www.autodesk.com/investor. This 

replay will be maintained on Autodesk's website for at least 12 months. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Deloitte Acquires CloudinIT 

19 November 2018 

Deloitte is expanding its Salesforce offerings, with the team from New Zealand’s leading Salesforce 

specialist, CloudinIT, to join the professional services firm from 1 February 2019. 

CloudinIT is a professional services firm that helps customers implement Salesforce and Amazon Web 

Services solutions. Their focus includes: Force.com services including Sales Cloud and Service Cloud; 

test automation; and marketing automation with Salesforce Marketing Cloud.  

Co-owners Raymond Yong, Jacob Taljaard and Ben Edwards will become Deloitte partners, and the 

CloudinIT team will join Deloitte Digital in Auckland. 

Deloitte Chief Executive Thomas Pippos says the move follows the recent launch of Deloitte Digital in 

New Zealand. 

“Clients have increasingly told us that some of their biggest challenges are getting the basics of digital 

right, and this includes having a single view of their customers. The Salesforce capability that the 

CloudinIT team brings to Deloitte Digital gives us even more expertise to support clients in these 

efforts,” says Mr Pippos. 

“This is the latest in a series of moves in the digital space over recent years that, taken together, make 

Deloitte one of the largest digital advisory firms in New Zealand.” 

CloudinIT’s Raymond Yong says joining with Deloitte Digital is an exciting opportunity for both firms. 

“By joining forces we can help even more organisations adopt cloud technologies and put their 

customers at the heart of their digital agendas,” says Mr Yong. 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Oracle Buys Talari Networks 

15 November 2018 

On November 15, 2018, Oracle entered into an agreement to acquire Talari Networks, a leading provider 

of Software-Defined Wide Area Network (SD-WAN) technology offering centralized control and 

improved application performance used for over 500 customers in over 40 countries. Talari’s proprietary 

Failsafe technology enhances the benefits of SD-WAN by adding greater reliability and predictability 

while maintaining security for site-to-site and site-to-cloud connectivity and application access over any 

IP network. The transaction is expected to close in 2018. 

The addition of Talari’s technology is expected to complement Oracle Communications’ leading Session 

Border Controller (SBC) and network management infrastructure by adding high availability and 

Quality-of-Experience (QoE) connectivity and cloud application access across any IP network with the 

reliability and predictability of private networks. Together, Oracle and Talari will accelerate digital 

transformation and cloud adoption by providing companies with complete enterprise network solutions 

that ensure reliability and performance of real-time communications and mission-critical applications 

over any network. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

PTC Adds Artificial Intelligence and Generative Design Capabilities to Enhance and Expand its CAD 

Portfolio with Acquisition of Frustum 

20 November 2018 

PTC today announced that it has acquired Frustum Inc., an advanced generative design software 

company, for approximately $70 million. Frustum’s technology for generative design—an approach that 

leverages artificial intelligence (AI) to generate design options—is a transformative addition to the PTC 

Creo portfolio. 

Based in Boulder, Colorado, Frustum offers patented desktop and cloud-based engineering software that 

enables designers and engineers to go beyond the limits of their personal experience by leveraging 

powerful AI capabilities that guide the discovery of high-performance, next-generation product designs. 

“PTC is pushing the boundaries of innovation with this acquisition,” said Jim Heppelmann, president 

and CEO, PTC. “Creo is core to PTC’s overall strategy, and the embedded capabilities from ANSYS 

and, later, Frustum will elevate Creo to a leading position in the world of design and simulation. With 

breakthrough new technologies such as AR/VR, high-performance computing, IoT, AI, and additive 

manufacturing entering the picture, the CAD industry is going through a renaissance period, and PTC is 

committed to leading the way.” 

Frustum complements PTC’s strategic relationship with ANSYS, which was announced at LiveWorx in 

June 2018, and will bring analysis upstream to the very start of the design process. With embedded 

Frustum and ANSYS capabilities, Creo will be able to recommend design approaches using generative 

design, guide the user through the iterative design process using ANSYS Discovery Live, and ultimately 

validate the full product design at scale using the broader ANSYS Discovery suite. With these 

capabilities embedded in Creo, engineers will have unmatched capabilities to rapidly drive product 

innovation. 
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“This acquisition is a natural step for PTC and its customers,” said Jeff Hojlo, program director, product 

innovation, IDC. “AI and machine learning (ML) are widely discussed as two of the most impactful 

technologies of the future. For design, engineering, and R&D, the potential positive impacts of 

complementing the development process with AI and ML are astounding: lowering cost of quality 

(which is currently 20-25 percent of annual revenue at the average manufacturer), improving product 

success rate (which remains very low with more than 80 percent of products failing), and improving 

time to market and time to revenue by meeting customer needs accurately the first time.” 

The Power of Generative Design 

With generative design, engineers can interactively specify the functional requirements and goals of 

their design, including preferred materials and manufacturing processes—and even indicate key design 

parameters that take into consideration purchasing decisions, manufacturing capacity, supply chain 

status, and regional-required product variances. The system then uses AI and powerful high-

performance computing techniques to present design alternatives for consideration as a starting point or 

as a final solution. By removing the constraints of human imagination and experience, engineers will be 

able to interact with the technology to create superior designs and innovative products more quickly. 

Generative design is appealing to PTC’s vast customer base as they seek ways to: 

• Increase engineering productivity 

• Improve innovation and conceptual design exploration 

• Develop higher-performance designs that are lighter weight, with improved durability 

• Optimize new products for improved manufacturability, reduce material costs, and decrease 

manufacturing cycle times 

• Create complex geometries optimized for additive manufacturing 

• Deliver better products faster 

The Impact of Artificial Intelligence 

Integral to Frustum’s technology is a powerful AI component that learns, evolves, and, ultimately, 

performs key tasks, including: 

• Providing valuable feedback to a designer early in the design phase 

• Optimizing designs for multiple objectives simultaneously and offering a designer with multiple 

novel design alternatives, which enables companies to substantially reduce engineering cycles 

• Modifying designs to manage multiple requirements and constraints, physics, materials 

availability, manufacturing processes, and design objectives 

• Automating testing the outcomes of the design with other enterprise insights, including costing, 

supply chain, and quality data 

Learn More – Upcoming Webcast and Live Stage Announcement 

PTC will hold an informational webcast to explain the significance of this acquisition today, Tuesday, 

Nov. 20, at 11 a.m. EST. 

• To view the slides, please join the webcast here: https://ptc.zoom.us/s/948384709 

https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fptc.zoom.us%2Fs%2F948384709&esheet=51902666&newsitemid=20181120005326&lan=en-US&anchor=https%3A%2F%2Fptc.zoom.us%2Fs%2F948384709&index=5&md5=cc0bcb2f2ce0c6f2ee24dd9d8f1a98c3
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• To join the webcast audio only, please call in using: 

Toll Free: 800-857-5592 

Toll: 1-773-799-3757 

Participant passcode: PTC 

In addition, PTC will feature this announcement on-stage at PTC Forum Europe, held in Stuttgart, 

Germany, on Nov. 28. To register for the online or virtual event, please 

visit: https://www.ptc.com/en/special-event/ptc-forum-europe. 

The Transaction 

The transaction closed on Monday, Nov. 19, 2018. The acquisition is not expected to add material 

revenue for 2019 or to be dilutive to the financial guidance PTC provided on Oct. 24, 2018. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Company News 

Atos supports Indian government in its National Supercomputing Mission 

23 November 2018 

Atos announces a major 3-year contract with the C-DAC (Centre for Development of Advanced 

Computing), an organization within the MeitY (Ministry of Electronics & Information 

Technology, India) to supply its BullSequana supercomputers. This contract is part of the NSM 

(National Supercomputing Mission), a 7-year plan of INR 4500 crores (~650M$) led by the Government 

of India which aims to create a network of over 70 high-performance supercomputing facilities for 

various academic and research institutions across India. 

This project will see Atos deploy its BullSequana supercomputers, with a cumulative computing power 

of more than 10 petaflops. These supercomputers, including the recently announced BullSequana 

XH2000 will be installed in various academic and research institutions, making Atos a leading 

supercomputing provider in India for this segment. 

"We are honoured to be given this opportunity by the Indian Authorities to be part of the NSM initiative 

and to become the technology partner of C-DAC for HPC-related platforms. We're proud to 

be supporting India as one of the major markets with its strong growth expectations.The choice of the 

Indian government is testament to our experience and expertise in high-performance supercomputing 

and I am delighted that our BullSequana, with its unique Direct Liquid Cooling platform, will be 

enabling Indian academic and research institutions to accelerate their research," said Pierre 

Barnabe, Chief Operating Officer, Big Data & Security at Atos. 

"We would like to thank the Hon'ble Minister MEIT, Secretary MEIT and the Director General of C-

DAC Dr. Hemant Darbari for giving this opportunity to participate in such a prestigious program. We 

are very excited and looking forward to this unique technology partnership with C-DAC. Besides 

delivery of the Make in India Supercomputers, the partnership will bring to bear cooperation in many 

emerging areas, including exascale computing, artificial intelligence and quantum 

computing." said Arvind Bajaj, Vice President and Head Big Data & Security at Atos in India. 

https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ptc.com%2Fen%2Fspecial-event%2Fptc-forum-europe&esheet=51902666&newsitemid=20181120005326&lan=en-US&anchor=PTC+Forum+Europe&index=6&md5=9f22e717e3235265978b7fcc92f48101
https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ptc.com%2Fen%2Fspecial-event%2Fptc-forum-europe&esheet=51902666&newsitemid=20181120005326&lan=en-US&anchor=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ptc.com%2Fen%2Fspecial-event%2Fptc-forum-europe&index=7&md5=bcb3ceba611f1baad757f88af6920091
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This new contract illustrates the strategic relationship and partnership between the two countries and 

marks India's ambition to be a leader in HPC. Delivery is expected to start early 2019. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

AXISCADES opens its first ‘Digital-Centre of Excellence’ in Pune 

22 November 2018 

AXISCADES announced the launch of its first “Digital- Centre of Excellence” (D-COE) in Pune, 

Maharashtra. The Digital – COE will house some of the key technology stacks that the company has 

been investing on including Industrial IOT, Augmented Reality, Artificial Intelligence/Machine 

Learning, Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) and Manufacturing Execution Systems (MES). 

Located at Montreal Business Centre in Baner, Pune, the centre will focus on building cuttingedge 

applications for shop floor digitisation and intend to bring business value to their customers through 

their strategic alliances with companies like Altizon, Siemens Mindsphere, and Dassault Systèmes. It 

will also focus on bringing new offerings to its expanding customer base in Pune and usher in localized 

efficiencies in its operations.  

“Industry 4.0 is one of the most exciting areas of technology around today, but many in the industry are 

taking a piecemeal, guarded approach towards investing in digitization. With our strong engineering & 

manufacturing DNA, and expertise in delivering highly customized, scalable solutions and services to 

our customers, we hope to accelerate the rate of digital transformation manufacturers must go through” 

said Mritunjay Singh, CEO, AXISCADES.  

Meanwhile, AXISCADES is also evolving into a next-generation digital engineering services company 

by integrating and digitalising offerings as well as building new capabilities and product solutions. 

Further, it aims to focus on extending service offerings to newer areas by forming alliances with 

innovative companies to multiply competencies. This is in line with the government’s thrust towards 

building a Digital India which has opened up new avenues for technology providers in the 

manufacturing space. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

IBM and Columbia University Launch Two Accelerator Programs for Blockchain Startups 

19 November 2018 

IBM and Columbia University today announced two new accelerator programs to build and scale the 

next generation of blockchain innovation. As key components of the Columbia-IBM Center for 

Blockchain and Data Transparency, the accelerators will offer entrepreneurs and blockchain network 

founders around the world access to the expertise and resources they need to establish blockchain 

networks. 

The programs will each support ten startups that are working to build out blockchain businesses and 

developing enterprise blockchain networks. As part of each program, participants will explore best 

practices for building a blockchain network with technical, academic and business mentors from IBM 
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and Columbia. They will have access to agile design workshops from IBM, an experienced network of 

business and technical support, connections to the Columbia research community and student talent 

pools, business value design assistance and access to IBM Cloud technology through the program.  

The goal of these programs is to help network founders develop their ideas into sustainable and scalable 

companies offering blockchain solutions. For those already further along in their journey, the programs 

are designed to help them achieve scale and build successful business networks. As blockchain 

technology continues to grow in popularity, its value is tied to the strength of the networks that use it. 

By helping companies build scalable solutions, the programs can foster meaningful enterprise 

blockchain adoption and drive business efficiencies across industries. 

“The possibilities presented by blockchain technology are seemingly endless, and we are seeing strong 

dedication by technical talent to build game-changing applications,” said David Post, Managing 

Director, IBM Blockchain Accelerator. “What is also needed to truly bring about this sea change is the 

right technology and expertise which is why IBM is working with Columbia to help give these early- 

and mid-stage founders a way to build enterprise-grade networks that can move blockchain innovation 

forward.”  

The IBM Blockchain Accelerator  is designed for later-stage growth companies globally and focused on 

building out an enterprise business network and client base for their blockchain application. This will 

take place over approximately eight weeks with a mixture of in-person modules in New York and San 

Francisco, in combination with virtual programming, to ensure that founders can participate while 

devoting time and energy to scaling their businesses.  

The Columbia Blockchain Launch Accelerator is designed for pre-seed, idea-stage companies with a 

Columbia or other recognized New York City-based University affiliation. This will take place on-site 

in New York City for approximately eight weeks, where founders will receive tools and training on how 

to build a blockchain startup. This is the sixth accelerator program hosted by Columbia that focuses on 

pre-seed founders.  

“Columbia University has successfully launched several technology accelerators in New York City, but 

this our first in partnership with a corporation that is a clear industry leader in the field,” said Satish Rao, 

Executive Director, Columbia Blockchain Launch Accelerator. “Early- and late-stage teams will 

undoubtedly benefit from IBM’s technology resources, expertise and established network coupled with 

Columbia’s ground-breaking research and talent in blockchain and data transparency, all while 

benefiting from rapidly growing NYC blockchain communities.” 

Both programs will give companies access to technology and services valued at approximately $400K 

per company. Nominations for the IBM Blockchain Accelerator are now open. Applications for Launch 

will open in January 2019. IBM and Columbia do not take equity nor charge a fee for participating in 

either of these programs. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Infosys Announces Creation of 1,200 jobs in Australia 

21 November 2018 

Infosys launched an initiative to accelerate digital leadership for its clients in Australia and shrink the 

digital skills gap in the region with the creation of 1200 jobs and the opening of three Innovation Hubs 

https://www.f6s.com/ibmblockchainnomination/apply
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by 2020. 

Senior Vice President for Australia and New Zealand at Infosys, Andrew Groth was joined by Minister 

for Industry, Science and Technology, the Hon. Karen Andrews, at Infosys’ North Sydney office to 

announce a broad range of initiatives to meet the nation’s ever-growing demand for digital expertise. 

The initiatives will form an education ecosystem through which Infosys would enable continuous 

learning opportunities. They include: 

• The creation of 1200 IT jobs in Australia by 2020, of which around 40 per cent will be 

Australian university graduates from a range of fields including Computer Science and Design 

• The development of three Innovation Hubs across Australia 

• Strengthening Infosys’ academic partnerships to attract top graduate talent and accelerate digital 

skill building in Australia 

The new Innovation Hubs will serve as a platform to enable Infosys to co-create and co-innovate 

alongside clients, academia and government to accelerate innovation and upskilling of talent in 

emerging technologies and solutions. 

This approach provides Infosys with a strong foundation to meet rising demand for expertise in areas 

like machine learning, artificial intelligence (AI), user experience, cyber security, digital platforms, big 

data and cloud - now and in the future as technology and business needs evolve. 

The Hon. Karen Andrews, Minister for Industry, Science and Technology, said, “I welcome Infosys’ 

decision to create 1200 IT jobs in Australia by 2020. It’s a great vote of confidence in our economy and 

the Coalition Government’s commitment to jobs of the future, that a company of Infosys’ global 

standing would make this kind of investment here”. 

Pravin Rao, Chief Operating Officer, Infosys, said, “Today marks an important milestone for our 

company in our 20 year journey in Australia. As a key technology partner of Australian business, we are 

proud to announce our commitment to accelerating digital skills in the region through the creation of 

1200 skilled jobs, the development of our new Innovation Hubs and our deepening partnerships with 

academia.” 

Andrew Groth, Senior Vice President for Australia and New Zealand, Infosys, said, “The expansion of 

our Australian team, together with our planned Innovation Hubs are very important as we help navigate 

our clients in their digital journey by simultaneously renewing their core business systems and building 

new solutions to realise growth. 

“Continuous education is a collective effort and we are proud to work with the government, academia 

and local communities to help build and shape our next-generation of entrepreneurs and innovators”, he 

added. 

“Infosys has a deep culture of continuous learning and development. We have the largest corporate 

university in the world and also offer our people access to sophisticated on-demand online learning 

platforms. In addition, through our academic partnerships worldwide, our people also have access to 

Massive Open Online Courses (MOOC) learning and university courses. 

“Building our Australian talent pool is already underway. So far, we have recruited 75 graduates, and 

more than half have completed their induction training and are ready to be placed on strategic client 

projects. Under this program, graduates start their Infosys learning journey in our Sydney and 
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Melbourne training centres. They can choose from high demand areas, including artificial intelligence, 

machine learning, user experience, cyber security, cloud and big data.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Secure Thingz’s Collaboration with Renesas Electronics Aims to Strengthen IoT Device Security for 

Secure Development and Production Flow 

20 November 2018  

Secure Thingz and Renesas Electronics Corporation announced their collaboration aimed at ensuring 

secure Internet of Things (IoT) applications are more easily developed on leading microcontrollers 

(MCUs), and that a secure production flow is available to deliver a secure global supply chain. As part 

of the collaboration, Renesas will support the Secure Thingz Secure Deploy architecture for the secure 

provisioning of the Renesas RX family of MCUs. The Renesas RX65N will be one of the first MCUs to 

be featured when Secure Thingz’s Embedded Trust platform is launched to the broader market in 2019. 

According to ABI Research, by 2022, an estimated 70 percent of the world’s 57 billion connected 

devices will be targeted for the IoT, yet today, less than four percent of new devices have embedded 

security. Analysts estimate in the next couple of years 25 percent of cyberattacks will target IoT devices, 

and that could have serious ramifications for the IoT, where incoming threats and system vulnerabilities 

can result in life-threatening or high-risk situations. Embedded applications for the IoT need to remain 

secure across their lifecycle and comply with forthcoming legislation. 

The Renesas RX family of 32-bit MCUs delivers superior performance with excellent power efficiency, 

and is well suited to address the needs of secure embedded applications for the IoT. As part of their 

collaboration, Renesas and Secure Thingz are also teaming up on the creation of a next-generation 

secure development tool that will make it easier to implement security with the Renesas RX family at 

device inception. 

Additionally, Renesas’ RX65N/RX651 MCUs incorporates Trusted Secure IP (TSIP), which offers 

robust key management, encrypted communication, and tampering detection to ensure strong security 

against external threats such as eavesdropping, tampering and viruses. The collaboration between 

Renesas and Secure Thingz will help make security solutions easier for users to implement. 

“Embedded applications in the IoT require very strong, trusted features for security and reliability,” said 

Daryl Khoo, Vice President of Product Marketing, IoT Platform Business Division, Renesas Electronics 

Corporation. “To meet these requirements, new solutions are needed to enable companies to secure their 

systems, intellectual property and data. Renesas and Secure Thingz understand that enabling the security 

needed to accelerate IoT growth takes collaboration across the supply chain for easier delivery and 

implementation through an end-to-end solution that starts with secure MCUs, such as the RX family.” 

“As more and more companies use the IoT to transform their businesses, it is imperative to ensure their 

intellectual property is protected with the right embedded security and life cycle management 

capabilities, but implementing top-notch security may seem overwhelming,” said Haydn Povey, CEO of 

Secure Thingz. “We strongly believe that the best device security starts at the inception of the design. 

We are pleased to work with Renesas to assist in making its RX family even more secure by simplifying 

security implementation to better address the needs of the rapidly expanding IoT market.” 

The Secure Thingz Secure Deploy Architecture 
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The Secure Deploy architecture is an advanced integrated solution for delivering the supply chain of 

trust. The Secure Deploy architecture has been designed to enhance and simplify security 

implementations across the lifecycle of product creation, manufacturing, and management. This enables 

organizations to build upon secure foundations to protect their intellectual property across the life cycle 

of their products. 

Getting Started 

For more information about the Renesas RX family of MCUs, 

visit https://www.renesas.com/us/en/products/microcontrollers-microprocessors/rx.html. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Sopheon Named AIM Company of the Year by Shares Magazine 

19 November 2018 

Sopheon has been named AIM Company of the Year by Shares magazine, the first time Sopheon has 

been selected for the honor. Winners were celebrated on November 8 at a black-tie gala dinner at the 

Grosvenor Hotel in London. 

The annual Shares Awards are determined by reader votes and winners are chosen in 32 categories that 

represent the major areas of investing and trading in United Kingdom financial markets. AIM is a £100 

billion market for more than 3,600 growing, global companies and a sub-market of the London Stock 

Exchange. 

“We are grateful to be honored by Shares as the AIM Company of the Year, a testament to the strength 

of our global team, their hard work and vision for the future of our company,” said Sopheon CEO Andy 

Michuda. “Investors know that Sopheon is playing a key role in the success of some of the world’s 

biggest and most renowned enterprises, and we are proud to receive this vote of confidence from experts 

in the financial markets.” 

The Shares Award is the latest in a series of industry honors for Sopheon, including a Readers' Choice 

award from Consumer Goods Technology, a leadership award from the UK Stock Market Awards and a 

2018 Golden Bridge Award for Enterprise Management Innovations. 

To learn more about how Sopheon and its flagship decision-support platform, Accolade®, are 

transforming enterprise innovation, please visit our website at www.sopheon.com. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

TraceParts Announces New North American Operation 
19 November 2018 

TraceParts announces the introduction of TraceParts America, based in Cincinnati, Ohio. TraceParts 

America, which succeeds a prior TraceParts entity in the USA founded in 2007, joins a growing 

worldwide presence for TraceParts in Brazil, China, France, Germany, Italy, Turkey and the United 

Kingdom. Companies utilizing TraceParts technologies or services include ABB, Advantech, Bosch 

Rexroth, Dassault Systèmes, Essentra, Mouser Electronics, nVent, Parker Hannifin, RS Components, 

https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.renesas.com%2Fus%2Fen%2Fproducts%2Fmicrocontrollers-microprocessors%2Frx.html&esheet=51902336&newsitemid=20181120005218&lan=en-US&anchor=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.renesas.com%2Fus%2Fen%2Fproducts%2Fmicrocontrollers-microprocessors%2Frx.html&index=2&md5=4ae0feb16f9243f839f2e7b54e22ba49
https://www.sopheon.com/?utm_source=PressRelease&utm_medium=Press&utm_campaign=PR-Gen
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Samtec, Schaeffler, Schneider Electric, Siemens, TE Connectivity, and hundreds more. 

TraceParts America will be managed by its president, Rob Zesch, an experienced business leader with a 

solid track record delivering solutions for product lifecycle management (PLM), CAD/CAM/CAE, e-

Learning, 3D catalog publishing and enterprise part management. 

“We are pleased to have Rob join our worldwide team to build our North American operation. His 

industry experience and professionalism make him a perfect fit at the perfect time for TraceParts,” 

commented Gabriel Guigue, co-founder & CEO of TraceParts S.A.S. 

“The highlight of my career has been building client relationships across many industries to develop and 

deliver successful solutions that endure the test of time,” said Zesch. 

Zesch served as president and chief operating officer of CADENAS PARTsolutions for 14 years, 

working with leading manufacturers to deliver 3D catalog and part management solutions. 

“I look forward to leveraging 30+ years of experience in 3D software businesses as I collaborate with 

my global colleagues to deliver world class product catalog services (PCS) and digital marketing 

services (DMS) in North America,” added Zesch. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Events News 

Highly-successful Global Altair Technology Conference Attended by Over 800 

15 November 2018 

The Altair Global Altair Technology in Paris, France, from October 16-18, was a resounding success. 

The three-day event, offering more than 140 presentations covering the full breadth of topics around 

Simulation-driven Innovation™, attracted over 800 attendees from the global engineering community. 

 

Industry seminars and deep technical sessions covered topics including design for manufacturing, lead 

time reduction, fatigue simulation, design for AM, e-mobility, system simulation, and IoT. The 

highlights of the premier event were the high-level keynotes presenters. Jaguar Land Rover, Ferrari, 

Volvo Cars, LG, ClassNK, Harvard Business School, Columbia University and Team Tao revealed how 

simulation technologies, the development of digital twins, and the deployment of machine learning are 

influencing the future of product creation. Keynotes by Altair CTOs Dr. Uwe Schramm, James Dagg, 

and Sam Mahalingam, focusing on the recently announced closer collaboration between Oracle and 

Altair, gave deeper insights into Altair product development strategy. During his keynote presentation, 

Altair Founder, Chairman, and CEO Jim Scapa announced the acquisition of SimSolid. SimSolid works 

on full-fidelity CAD assemblies to provide fast, accurate, and robust structural simulation without 

requiring geometry simplification, cleanup, or meshing. Attendees had the chance to attend four live 

demos of the software during the event to get a first impression of the tool. 

 

“We couldn't be more pleased with the outcome of our first Global ATC in Paris,” said Dr. Pietro 

Cervellera, SVP EMEA of Altair. “The technical depth of the presentations was outstanding and the 

insights our keynote speakers provided into high-level topics such as artificial intelligence, autonomous 
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drones, driving innovation with simulation and the overall benefits of simulation in all types of industry 

could not have been better. I would like to thank everyone involved in making this event such a success, 

especially our customers who presented their solutions and shared their experiences with Altair 

solutions.” 

 

The technology showcase featured the solutions of more than 20 Altair Partner Alliance Partners, 

software and hardware allies. Gold Sponsors of the event were HBM Prenscia and Oracle, and the gala 

dinner was sponsored jointly by Intel and Dell. The exhibition area also featured two stages for product 

demos, one for the latest versions of the Altair HyperWorks and Altair Inspire product suites - including 

SimSolid, and one for Altair Partner Alliance partner demos. 

 

“The ATC in Paris was a really inspiring and fantastic event with the opportunity for a vivid exchange 

of information, many new contacts, and good discussions,” said Prof. Dr. Matthias Leiner, University of 

Applied Sciences Kaiserslautern. “I am happy to have participated in it." 

 

The next Global ATC is planned in the United States for Fall 2019 in the greater Detroit, MI area. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Implementation Investments 

Capa de Ozono Puts Best Foot Forward with Successful Centric PLM Implementation 
22 November 2018 

Capa de Ozono, a Mexican fashion footwear company, has successfully implemented Centric Software's 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solution.  

Seeking ways to reduce time to market, develop a more robust product development process and 

centralize product information, Capa de Ozono began looking for a PLM solution several years ago. As 

an affordable fashion footwear brand, Capa de Ozono needed a solution that would boost their ability to 

keep up with the demands of a fast fashion world. 

Capa de Ozono selected Centric Software's Centric 8 PLM solution in September 2017, citing Centric's 

footwear expertise, the solution's flexibility and additional features that enable Centric PLM to 

completely cover the entire product lifecycle. 

Capa de Ozono's PLM implementation project was completed within budget and on schedule in just 10 

months. The company is now live on Centric 8 PLM and running their entire product development 

process on the system. 

With Centric PLM in place, Capa de Ozono has a firm foundation for integrating existing processes and 

systems. Centric 8 will be integrated with the company's in-house ERP system, and Capa de Ozono 

decided to standardize their design software to Adobe Illustrator so designers could enjoy Centric's 

Adobe Connect capability. 

A group of manufacturing suppliers will collaborate with Capa de Ozono using Centric PLM to share 

technical information and improve the quoting process, and the company is already expanding the use of 
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Centric's Calendar module to enhance specific quality control measures for footwear. Production 

departments are now able to use information generated by the design and development departments to 

validate products in advance, assess the feasibility of manufacturing new products and improve product 

quality. 

"Now we have a vision of a centralized collection of both imported and domestically-manufactured 

products," says Luis Hernández, Chief Operating Officer at Capa de Ozono. The administration of 

different departments is no longer isolated and we are able to plan activities based on established 

calendars." 

"We are very pleased to announce that Capa de Ozono, Centric Software's first footwear partner in Latin 

America, has successfully implemented Centric PLM and is now live," says Chris Groves, President and 

CEO of Centric Software. "Capa de Ozono has exciting plans for integration and extension of our 

solution and we are looking forward to working with the Capa de Ozono team as they find more 

innovative ways to benefit from the power of Centric PLM." 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Japanese Electric Vehicle Manufacturer GLM Takes Next Steps to Expand its Business with 

Dassault Systèmes 

15 November 2018 

Dassault Systèmes announced that GLM Co. Ltd., an emerging Japanese developer of environmentally 

friendly automobiles and related services, has deployed the 3DEXPERIENCE platform to expand its 

electric vehicle development business.  

As the first company in Japan to mass-produce an electric sports car, GLM will be able to meet the high 

demand for its expertise and its own technical platform of electric vehicle development solutions 

including chassis, power systems, and vehicle control units, which automotive manufacturers and new 

entrants from other industries are using to deliver market innovations. 

“GLM aims to solve the problems of companies that enter the electric vehicle business.  For us, 

abundant creativity and fast execution are critical, not only for developing our original electric vehicle 

model but also for providing our customers with electric vehicle development solutions,” said Tomohisa 

Tanaka, Chief Operation Officer, GLM. “Dassault Systèmes’ 3DEXPERIENCE platform is widely used 

by companies in various industries.  With it, we expect to reinforce our current partnerships and to 

expand the range of prospective ones to sectors such as high-tech and materials development. We 

believe that adopting the 3DEXPERIENCE platform will enable us to accomplish our product 

development with the full creativity that we always strive for.” 

GLM will rely on the “Electro Mobility Accelerator” industry solution experience based on the 

3DEXPERIENCE platform.  GLM can integrate design and development processes, improve efficiency, 

leverage its knowledge and know-how to expand its range of products and services, and accelerate their 

delivery to OEMs, suppliers, and other companies involved in electric vehicle development.  The 

3DEXPERIENCE platform’s cloud-based digital environment enables collaboration on multiple projects 

with its partners in Japan.  It will also facilitate collaboration with future partners when GLM expands to 

new markets. 

“Electric, self-driving, connected vehicles, the sharing economy … the transportation and mobility 
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business environment is undergoing changes that occur once in a century,” said Olivier Sappin, Vice 

President, Transportation & Mobility Industry, Dassault Systèmes.  “Electric vehicle innovators need to 

make a strategic move toward sustainable growth.  The 3DEXPERIENCE platform and the capabilities 

delivered by its cloud-based applications can pave the way for GLM to quickly innovate, expand its 

business, and create value.  After all, Japan has a tremendous legacy in efficient approaches to 

automotive development.  GLM can become part of this legacy.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Jeju Air Selects PROS to Accelerate Revenue Growth 

1 November 2018 

PROS® announced that Jeju Air has selected PROS to strengthen its revenue management 

capabilities. PROS Revenue Management was chosen due to its intuitive functionality, scalability, 

accurate forecasting and insights, which Jeju Air will use to optimize revenue and support its business 

objectives. 

MyungSeop Yoo, Chief Commercial Officer of Jeju Air, said “We selected PROS Revenue 

Management to help our company grow as we expand our destinations and fleet. Beyond its best-in-

class technology, PROS will play a strategic role in training our team on the latest revenue management 

best practices, which will enable us to accelerate our growth.” 

PROS Revenue Management combines the company’s revenue management expertise with automation 

to help airlines make confident decisions. It features science-based demand forecasting and optimization 

with decision support. PROS Revenue Management features specific functionality to benefit the LCC 

and point-to-point market, which leverages the strength of PROS Origin and Destination (O&D) 

network level capability. 

“Jeju Air is the first and the largest low-cost carrier in South Korea,” said PROS Travel 

President Benson Yuen. “It required a solution that would continuously evolve along with its needs to 

provide the best options to customers while achieving profitable network growth. We are honored to 

help Jeju Air on its journey of delivering value and maximizing revenue.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

A Marriage Made in Heaven: Maggie Sottero and Centric Software 
20 November 2018 

Maggie Sottero Designs LLC (Maggie Sottero), the Utah-based premium bridalwear company, has 

successfully gone live with Centric Software’s Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solution for small 

to medium enterprises, Centric SMB.  

Established in 1997, Maggie Sottero is a family-owned business with a multi-generational legacy in 

bridalwear. The company has expanded operations to three distinct labels, with authorized retailers in 

over 70 countries around the world. Its core line, Maggie Sottero, caters to the modern bride with a 

romantic and personalized vision for her wedding. The Sottero and Midgley line features couture styles 
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for the fashion-forward bride, while the Rebecca Ingram line offers stylish and high-quality gowns at 

budget-friendly prices. 

As operations have grown in recent years, the company has expanded and elevated its production 

management systems. 

“The bridalwear industry is complex and ever-evolving—from keeping an eye on trends to the actual 

design process and, ultimately, launching a new collection to the public. We need continuous innovation 

in everything we do from the software we use to how we work with our supply chain in order to keep 

meeting the demands of today’s consumer,” says Tom Manning, President of Maggie Sottero. 

“From an IT perspective, we chose Centric’s PLM solution because we knew it would improve our 

design and production processes by generating consistent data, repeatable processes and attention to 

details that will be used throughout the organization,“ adds Kary Burke, Vice President, Information 

Technologies at Maggie Sottero. “We also appreciate the cloud- and subscription-based framework. 

Centric takes care of hosting which saves us effort and investment.” 

Maggie Sottero implemented Centric SMB in an impressive seven weeks, completing the project on 

time and on budget. The global bridal fashion brand is now looking forward to better visibility, speed to 

market and communication with Centric SMB in place. 

“Because Centric SMB is geared toward market speed and visibility, we will have a greater ability to 

track trends, capture consumer attention and boost sales. This is a big-picture win for us—the Centric 

team has a lot of knowledge and knowledge is power,” concludes Manning. 

“We are excited to announce that Maggie Sottero has completed a smooth implementation of Centric 

SMB PLM in just seven weeks,” says Chris Groves, President and CEO of Centric Software. “Centric’s 

flexible and innovative solutions support different business needs, and the subscription-based Centric 

SMB was a perfect fit for Maggie Sottero. We’re looking forward to working with Maggie Sottero in the 

future as they continue to grow.” 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Siemens PLM Software drives Feihe Dairy in strategic business digitalization journey 

19 November 2018 

Siemens PLM Software and Heilongjiang Feihe Dairy Co., Ltd. have signed a strategic agreement 

focusing on the digitalization of Feihe Dairy's research and development, simulation and testing, as well 

as quality monitoring, supply chain management and production execution. With Siemens' leading 

digital innovation platform and industry expertise, this cooperation can help Feihe Dairy to realize its 

digitalization strategy and set a benchmark for digital innovation in the Chinese dairy industry. 

"Siemens PLM Software is a trusted leader in the field of digital manufacturing. In fact, our Kedong 

factory started cooperating with Siemens PLM Software last year in the deployment of a manufacturing 

execution system." said Feng Hailong, CIO of Feihe Dairy Group. "Siemens PLM Software has a 

forward-looking strategy and global experience that best supports our goals and vision, as well as those 

of the entire Chinese dairy industry. We trust Siemens PLM Software to help us overcome the 

challenges in the journey to digital transformation." 

Founded in 1962 with its headquarters in Qiqihar, Heilongjiang Province, Feihe Dairy is one of the 
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earliest milk powder producers in China. It created milk powder formula more suitable for Chinese 

consumers, especially for babies and infants. However, with the decades-long growth of the Chinese 

market and increased global competition in recent years, Feihe Dairy found itself in need of upgrading 

from a traditional dairy manufacturer to a modern digital enterprise; a consistent issue across the entire 

Chinese dairy industry. 

Feihe Dairy faces many challenges in looking to transform their business model, including the areas of 

new product research and development, quality control, data transparency, production efficiency, and 

overseas acquisitions management. To address these, Feihe Dairy has achieved the whole process of 

control from pasture planting, large scale dairy farming, to production and processing, logistics and 

warehousing, channel management, and even after-sales service. It can further improve the ability of 

product research and development control, strengthening the construction of enterprise digital capability. 

After careful consideration, Feihe Dairy has selected Siemens PLM Software for its end-to-end digital 

innovation strategy, and its ability to integrate multiple aspects and systems to fully support the 

transformation to digitalization, including enterprise resource planning, product lifecycle management, 

manufacturing execution systems and automation. In addition, the embedded quality (LIMS) and 

advanced planning and scheduling (APS) functionality of Siemens' offering were also seen as key 

differentiators. 

Siemens' digital innovation platform can create comprehensive and precise digital models of products 

and production operations as a means to manage the complexity and simulate the performance of smart 

products and smart production operations, helping manage data and processes within the value chain to 

maintain a high level of quality. It also helps to streamline and digitalize business processes within the 

group, which can improve efficiency in production chains. With this integrated solution, the manual 

process and paper files will be replaced by an automated process and digital files, which can enhance 

efficiency within Feihe Dairy. Meanwhile, customers can also access the information about products and 

orders in the process and system so that production information can be truly traceable, which can help 

drive Feihe Dairy's business model toward make-to-order (MTO) and gain great competitive advantages 

on the market. Feihe Diary plans to first implement these solutions in its plant in Kedong. 

"We are honored to be selected by and work with Feihe Dairy in their digital transformation," said Leo 

Liang, senior vice president and managing director of Siemens PLM Software for Greater China. "Feihe 

Dairy is a leading brand in the industry and the nation, and the dairy industry is a key aspect of people's 

wellness. Siemens PLM Software is committed to help not only Feihe Dairy but the whole Chinese dairy 

industry to upgrade and transform."        

Siemens PLM Software, a business unit of the Siemens Digital Factory Division, is a leading global 

provider of software solutions to drive the digital transformation of industry, creating new opportunities 

for manufacturers to realize innovation. With headquarters in Plano, Texas, and over 140,000 customers 

worldwide, Siemens PLM Software works with companies of all sizes to transform the way ideas come 

to life, the way products are realized, and the way products and assets in operation are used and 

understood. For more information on Siemens PLM Software products and services, 

visit www.siemens.com/plm. 
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Totes Isotoner Corp. Upgrades to Gerber’s YuniquePLM® for Improved Collaboration 

19 November 2018 

Collaborating across companies with large product lines helps decrease the time from design concept to 

store shelf. Technology for collaboration has evolved over time to help facilitate cooperation across 

product lines and geographies. “It was imperative with our upgrade… to YuniquePLM that collaboration 

continues to be easy and speed up product development,” Donna Kohring, manager, systems 

development for Totes Isotoner Corporation.  

Totes Isotoner Corporation is an international umbrella, footwear, and cold weather accessory supplier. 

The company is based in Cincinnati, Ohio, USA. Totes is the largest supplier of umbrellas in the world 

with divisions in the United States, Canada, UK, and France. 

“We are eager to complete Totes Isotoner’s upgrade to YuniquePLM. They have been a fantastic, long-

standing customer of Gerber,” stated Bill Brewster, vice president and general manager, enterprise 

software solutions at Gerber. “With the recent enhancements to YuniquePLM over the last few years, 

everyone from designers to production can collaborate seamlessly to deliver products to market 

quicker.” 

YuniquePLM product lifecycle management software serves as a central repository of critical data and 

eliminates problems companies often face when using multiple excel spreadsheets, email or tracking 

documents to communicate throughout the stages of product development and management. 

YuniquePLM creates a single version of the truth, connecting a company’s creative process with their 

supply chain and production processes.  

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Product News 

AddUp and ESI Group intensify their collaboration by presenting “Distortion Simulation AddOn” at 

Formnext 2018 

21 November 2018 

AddUp and ESI Group have announced the forthcoming availability of Distortion Simulation AddOn. 

This module will enhance the range of functionalities of the AddUp ManagerTM software for the 

definition and production tracking of parts in additive manufacturing. 

Founding members of the SOFIA project (Solution pour la Fabrication Industrielle Additive 

métallique – Industrial Metal Additive Manufacturing Solution), initiated in 2016 and sponsored by 

Bpifrance, AddUp and ESI Group have shared a common vision of metal additive manufacturing ever 

since their first meeting. At a time when the industrialization of additive manufacturing has become 

reality, simulation based on material physics, which ensures an in-depth understanding of material 

processes and behavior, is one of the key components to improving the competitiveness of the additive 

manufacturing process. 

Controlling manufacturing processes 

The optimization of process parameters is a crucial stage in the additive manufacturing process and a 
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driver of competitive differentiation. Manufacturers, according to their specific applications, must be 

able to focus available machine times either on production or on process optimization. 

Traditionally, production validation has meant primarily producing parts, then assessing their 

conformity. Introducing a simulation tool, all too often limited expert users, required multiple feedback 

loops between different functions, creating discontinuity over the digital chain. 

By integrating simulation directly in the preparatory stages of additive manufacturing, Distortion 

Simulation AddOn brings continuity to the production process. The AddUp Manager user interface, 

intuitive and stable, offers the ideal working environment for defining simulation parameters, 

particularly for staff who are not experts in this field. 

“With this simulation technology we can help our customers improve their operational efficiencies and 

responsiveness, by significantly increasing the number of first time right parts” explains Vincent 

Ferreiro, CEO, AddUp. “Thanks to its accessibility, Distortion Simulation AddOn will appeal to a wide 

range of users, requiring only a very short learning curve. This tool will help them maximize the 

potential of our FormUp machines.” 

Combined expertise has enabled AddUp and ESI Group to generate results that really matter to industry, 

taking all production parameters into consideration. The process is based on a succession of simple, 

guided steps. The level of detail is configurable according to customers’ needs: from optimizing 

industrial production to verifying small series. 

 

Simulation results allow physical characteristics of parts, displacements, strains and residual stresses, to 

be correlated with the feasibility criteria calculated upstream of production. This allows risks of 

production downtimes due to collisions of the roller or scraper to be anticipated. At the end of the 

process, a modified geometry is generated. Based on predicted deformations due to the process and 

exportable to STL format, this helps ensure geometrically compliant production. 

A partnership geared to industrial competitiveness 

“The complementary nature of our teams and our fields of expertise, backed up by our collaboration in 

the SOFIA project, has enabled us to develop an industrial solution that delivers performance, 

predictability and competitiveness while continuing to implement innovative production methods such 

as additive manufacturing,” comments Vincent Chaillou, COO, ESI Group. 

Distortion Simulation AddOn is the first milestone in the collaboration of these two leaders of the metal 

industry, who have gained an undisputed mastery of their respective fields. Promoting the 

competitiveness of the additive manufacturing industry, this first joint project confirms and reinforces 

the leading roles of AddUp and ESI Group. 

 

Based on complementary expertise, AddUp and ESI Group have thus firmly established their 

cooperation, sharing know-how and building their respective competitive strengths for the future. 

AddUp, with its highly open and flexible production systems, is further improving its mastery of 

industrial processes and the power of its software packages. ESI Group, with its background in material 

physics, reinforce simulation of machine behavior in metal additive manufacturing of the highest level. 

 

Distortion Simulation AddOn will be available in the spring of 2019. 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Dassault Systèmes: What’s New in CATIA R2019X 

21 November 2018 

The new 3D Generative Innovator role delivers browser-based, on-the-cloud, generative modelling. 

For Designers: 

• Create in 3D Virtual Reality with CATIA Natural Sketch. 

• The new Product Experience Presenter role creates compelling visual product experiences in 3D. 

• ICEM Design Experience delivers a new generation surface modelling App. 

For Engineers: 

• The Function Driven Generative Designer role has been further improved with even smoother 

and more regular surfaces. 

• A new extension role, Function Driven Refinement Designer, enables further refinement. 

• For AEC, productivity enhancements include the creation of variable curtain walls and increased 

sophistication in handling rebar for concrete structures. 

For Systems Engineers: Systems Engineers can enjoy multiple enhancements and additional roles to 

make their jobs easier and more productive. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

InnovMetric Launches the PolyWorks® Collaborative Suite, the Modern Digital Data-Storage and 

Collaboration Solution for 3D Measurement Data 

19 November 2018 

InnovMetric Software Inc. announced the launch of the PolyWorks Collaborative Suite. This new 

software solution provides a complete and efficient digital data storage solution to manage all 3D 

measurement data. It also promises to significantly increase product-development efficiency by digitally 

interconnecting quality-control and product-engineering teams, and providing them with real-time 

access to all 3D measurement data. 

“InnovMetric is renowned for its PolyWorks® Metrology Suite, the universal 3D metrology software 

platform used by industrial manufacturing organizations worldwide as their standard tool for 

dimensional analysis and quality-control tasks,” said Marc Soucy, President of InnovMetric. He 

continued, “Working closely with our customers allowed InnovMetric to observe the shortcomings of 

their data management practices and teamwork interactions. Today, after 7 years of research and 

development, strengthened by fruitful collaboration with key customers, we are proud to launch the 

Collaborative Suite, an entirely new solution designed to assist our customers in their transition to 

modern digital collaboration workflows, in line with Industry 4.0 best practices.” 

The new Collaborative Suite will initially consist of two digital collaboration 

products: PolyWorks|DataLoop™ andPolyWorks|PMI+Loop™. 
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Digitally interconnecting users of 3D measurement data with PolyWorks|DataLoop™ 

Over the past 15 years, industrial manufacturing organizations have discovered that 3D measurement 

devices are particularly useful during the product-development phase, because the design of the parts 

and the associated fabrication tools are constantly evolving. Today, with the rapidly increasing use of 

3D measurement technologies at all stages of the product-engineering and fabrication processes, these 

organizations are struggling with the management and sharing of a panoply of large data files resulting 

from acquired 3D measurements, metrology analysis, and reporting results. Most users store inspection 

projects on their local hard drives and manually exchange files over a network or using USB sticks, with 

the inefficiencies and potential for mistakes that are inherent with such methods. 

To solve these data-management issues and digitally interconnect all users of 3D measurement data, 

InnovMetric now offers the PolyWorks|DataLoop digital data storage solution that stores, manages, and 

shares PolyWorks inspection and reverse-engineering projects using a customer’s existing PLM 

solution. It also offers a universal Web interface to monitor, visualize, and analyze the 3D metrology 

contents stored on the PLM from any PC or mobile device. InnovMetric has chosen to connect to 

existing customer PLM systems because they offer all the required technical characteristics and they are 

already used by a significant number of PolyWorks customers. 

Transforming traditional waterfall measurement planning into a bidirectional collaborative 

process with PolyWorks|PMI+Loop™ 

The Collaborative Suite will also offer a second product to extend digital connectivity to the design team 

and implement bidirectional collaborative measurement planning processes. Today, design and 

manufacturing teams use either 2D prints or 3D CAD models with Product Manufacturing Information 

(PMI) to define 3D measurement plans that are used by quality-control specialists to inspect parts and 

tools. However, when modifications to the measurement plans are made by the quality-control 

specialists, they have no way to easily feed their changes back to the design team. 

PolyWorks|PMI+Loop ensures complete interoperability and bidirectionality between PolyWorks and 

the customer’s existing CAD platform. It offers CAD software add-ins that provide the capability to: 

• Create and review PolyWorks 3D measurement plans within their existing CAD environment 

• Import measurement plans modified within PolyWorks directly back into the CAD software 

PolyWorks: The smart 3D metrology digital ecosystem 

Combining the Metrology Suite and the Collaborative Suite, PolyWorks now offers software solutions 

that cover all 3D metrology-related enterprise processes. From the acquisition of 3D measurement data, 

to the analysis and sharing of 3D measurements results within an entire manufacturing organization, 

PolyWorks is a smart 3D metrology ecosystem that provides: 

• A universal platform that interfaces with any type of 3D metrology measurement device, offers a 

universal workflow for performing all inspection tasks, and allows deploying universal 

inspection projects that can be played on any device. 

• Digital connectivity that interconnects all the teams involved in the product development process 

and injects 3D measurement information into the key enterprise software systems (such as 

Product Lifecycle Management, Product Data Management, Computer-Assisted Design). 

• Bidirectional workflows that maximize teamwork efficiency by eliminating traditional waterfall 

processes. 
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For more information or to evaluate a Collaborative Suite product, contact InnovMetric or its network of 

Master distributors. 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Vero Launches WorkPLAN 2019 R1 

23 November 2018 

Vero has launched WorkPLAN 2019 R1. WorkPLAN 2019 R1 continues the software’s general 

development by deploying increasingly efficient tools with direct links to other Vero Software 

applications, in response to the demand for a fully integrated digital channel, which regroups all 

communication and data processing tools. 

As well as localizing parts on the shop floor, the wide-ranging items of new and enhanced functionality 

in the project management software include a new generation interface with the WorkNC CAM system; 

automatic recovery of machining times through the machine connection; new graphic representation for 

project progression; and a new planning display available through touchscreen. 

WorkPLAN 2019 R1 includes a new interface with the market-leading WorkNC CAM software. 

WorkNC customers were actually the driving force behind us developing this solution, which is why we 

wanted to offer them the possibility of optimizing the supervision of their operational workflow, and the 

data exchange between the workshop and different departments.” 

Also, machining times will be generated automatically by the machine tool itself, and transferred into 

WorkPLAN through a monitoring tool. 

Machine connection: automatic recovery of machining times 

WorkPLAN is easily adaptable, fully meeting the requirements of Industry 4.0. “As Industry 4.0 is no 

longer a desire, but a necessity, the latest release of the software automatically consolidates different 

data generated on the shopfloor, such as machine status; alarm codes; types of time spent, including 

adjustment, productive and non-productive; and consolidation of indicators such as OEE and GEE, 

offering users real time data interrogation in one single application. 

New graphic representation: project progression 

“Implementing planning software is a priority for most industrialists, and implies a certain discipline to 

obtain a clear and precise visual representation as a meaningful support for users,” says Christophe Mas. 

To give added value to that philosophy, WorkPLAN 2019 R1 integrates a new project process graphic 

representation as a standard feature, and is based on the current project summary. 

Planning display from the touchscreen 

He says WorkPLAN’s integrated Planning module, along with dedicated workshop touchscreen 

licenses, have become key tools for users. “This is why we’ve introduced a new planning display, 

available via touchscreen licenses, allowing operators to display information either by project or 

resource.” 

Click here to return to Contents 
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